This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 


at|http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/ 


^arfaart  IBibinitg  Srfjool 


ANDOVER-HARVARD   THEOLOGICAL 

LIBRARY 

MDCCCCX 

CAMBRIDGE,  MASSACHUSETTS 


I 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


M.'li 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


.f 


THE 


WORKS 


OF 


NATHANIEL  LARDNER,  D.D 


IN  FIVE  VOLUMES. 


VOL.  V. 


LONDON: 

PRINTED  BY  T,  BENS  LEY, 

Bolt  Court,  fleet  Street, 
vox 

THOMAS  HAMILTON,   33,  PATERNOSTER  ROW. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CONTENTS  OF  THE  FIFTH  VOLUME. 


SERMONS. 

COUNSELS   OF   PBUDENCE   FOE   THE   USE   OF   YOUNG   PEOPLE. 

A  Discourse  on 

Matthew  x,  16.  Behold,  I  tend  you  forth  as  sheep  in  the  midst  of  wolves;  be  ye  therrfore  wise  at  serpents,  and 
harmless  as  doves  -  -  -  -  -  --p.  3 

A    CAUTION    AGAINST   CONFOEMITY   TO   THIS    WOELD. 

Two  Discourses  on 
Rom.  xn.  i.  And  be  not  conformed  to  this  world  -  -  -  -  -        p.  14 — Q.5 

A   8BEU0N    OCCASIONED   BY   THE   DEATH   OF   THE   REV*  WILLIAM   HABRIS,   D.D. 

2  Thess.  i.  10.     fVhen  he  shall  come  to  be  glorified  in  his  saints,  and  to    be  admired  in  all  them  that 
believe  --  -  -  -  -  -  --p.  25 

THE    CIBCUMSTANCES    OF  THE   JEWISH    PEOPLE    AN    ABGUMENT    FOE 
THE   TRUTH   OF    THE    CHRISTIAN    RELIGION. 

Three  Discourses  on 

Rom.  xi.  11*  I  say  then,  have  they  stumbled  that  they  should  f all  f  God  forbid.    But  rather  through  their  fall 
salvation  is  come  unto  the  Ginttles,  for  to  provoke  them  to  jealousy  -  -  ^        p.  34— *50 

A   SEBMON   OCCASIONED   BY   THE   DEAtH    OF   THE   REV   JEREMIAH   HUNT,   D.  D. 

John.  xiv.  2.  In  my  Father^  house  are  many  mansions ;  if  it  were  not  so,  I  would  have  told  you        ^        P*.  ^  ^ 


SERMONS  ON  VARIOUS  SUBJECTS. 

I. — THE    DUTY   or   CONSIDERATION. 

Psalm  cxix.  59*    /  thought  on  my  ways,  and  turned  my  feet  unto  thy  testimonies  *  ^        p.  6S 

II. — THE    tNBEASONABLENBSS    OF   DELAYS   IN  THINGS   OF   EELIGION^ 

Psalm  cxix.  60.    I  made  haste,  and  delayed  not  to  keep  thy  commandments  ^  -  »        p.^8 

III.  IV.  v.— THE  SSVEBAL  BBANCHES,  AND  THE  NATURE,  EXCELLENCE,  AND  IMPOBTANCB 

OF  MORAL  RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

Micah  vi.  8.    He  hath  shewed  thee,  0  man,  what  is  good.    And  what  doth  the  Lord  require  of  thee,  but  to  do 
justly,  and  to  love  merey,  and  to  walk  humbly  unth  thy  God  *  ^  *  -        p.  75—89 


Digitized  by 


Google 


W  CONTENTS. 


SERUOHS^continued. 


VL«--WISDOM    ATTAINABLE   BT   THOSE    WHO    SEEK    IT. 

P^OY.  viii.  17.    1  love  them  that  love  me ;  and  those  that  seek  me  early,  shall  find  me  -  *        p.  8^ 

VII. — LITTLE  CHILBBEN  BROUGHT  TO  CHBIST. 

Matth.  xix.  13,  14,  15.  Then  voere  there  brought  unto  him  little  children,  that  he  should  put  his  hands  on  them^ 
and  pray ;  and  the  disciples  rebuked  them^  But  Jksus  said,  Suffer  the  little  children,  and  forbid  them  not  to^ 
come  unto  me :  for  of  such  is  the  kingdwn  of  heaven.     And  he  laid  his  hands  on  them  -  «>       p.  dS 

yill.^— THE  HAPPINESS  OF  HAVING  BELIGIOITS  PARENTS^  AND  OTHEK  PIOUS  RELATIVES. 

£  Tim.  i.  V.  When  I  call  to  remembrance  the  uitfeigned  faith  that  is  in  thee,  which  dwelt  first  in  thy  grandmother- 
Lois,  and  thy  mother  Unice :  and  I  am  persuaded  that  in  thee  also  ->  -  -  .  -        p.  1012 

IX. — THE  VIRTUE  AND  BENEFIT  OP  EARLY  PIETY. 

1  Kings  xviiL  12.     But  I  thy  servant  fear  the  Lord  from  my  youth  -  -  -        P»  ^^ 

X. — A  FUTURE  STATE  PROVEABLE  BY  REASON. 

Psalm  Ix'xxi  V.  1 1 .  For  the  Lord  God  is  a  sun  and  shield :  the  Lord  will  give  grace  and  glory :  no  good  thing 
will  he  withhold  from  them  that  walk  uprightly  -  -  -  -  p.  1 1 1; 

XI.  XIL— THE  GOSPEL  THE  TRUE  WAY  OF  SALVATION. 

Acts  xvi.  31.  And  they  saidy  Believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  thou  shalt  be  saved,  and  thyy 
house  .«.-.-        p.  118— 126. 

XIII. — THE  GOOB  EX^RC;SE  OF  FAITH.. 

iTim.vi.  12.    Fight  the  good  fight  of  faith  -  ^     ,        .  -  •  ^       p.  126^ 

XrV.— TH^  POWER  ANB  EFFICACY  OF  CHRIST's  DOCTRINE. 

John  XV.  5.    For  without  me  ye  can  do  nothing^  -  -  -  -  --p.  131i 

XV. — A  RECOMMENDATION  OF  THINGS  VIRTUOUS,  LOVELY,  AND  OF  GOOD  REPORT. 

Philip,  iv.  8.  Finally,  brethren,  whatsoever  things  are  true,  whatsoever  things  are  honest,  whatsoever  things 
are  just,  whatsoever  things  are  pure,  whatsoever  things  are  lovely,_  whatsoever  things  are  of  good  report:  if 
there  be  any  virtue,  and  if' there  be  any  praise,  think  on  these  things  -  -  -        p.  137^ 

XVI. — THE  IMPORTANCE  OF  OUR  WORDS.- 

Matt*  xii.  36,  37.  But  1  say  unto  you,  that  every  idle  word  that  men-shall  speak,  they  shall  give  account  thereof 
in  the  day  of  judgment.  For  by  thy  words  thou  shalt  be  justified,  and  by  thy  words  thou  shalt  be 
condemned  --  -  -  _.----        p,  142 

XVII. — THE  DIFFICULTY  OF  GOVERNING  THE  TONGUE. 

James  iii.  2.  If  any  man  offend  not  in  word,  the  same  is  a  perfect  man,  and  able  to  bridle  the  whole  body,  p.  147 

XVIII. — THE  BENEFIT  OF  FBARIJiG  ALWAYS. 

Prov.  xxviii.  U.  Happy  is  the  man  ihatfeareth  always:  but  he  that  hardeueth  his  heart  shall faU  into  mis- 
chief  .  .  .  .  •  -        p.  152. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CONTENTS.  r 

SERMON  S-^continued. 

XIX. — CUE  saviour's  thirst  upon  the  cross  considered  and  improved. 

John  xix.  £8,  29.  Jlfter  this,.  Jesus  knowing  that  all  things  were  now  accomplished^  that  the  scripture  might  be 
Juried,  saith,  I  thirst.  ^Now  there  was.set  a  vessel  fulL  of  vinegar:  ana  they  filled  a  sponge  with  vinegar, 
and  put  it  upon  hyssop,  and  put  it  to  his  mouth  •  -  -  -  -        P«^J»'>7 

XX. — the  greatness  op  JESUS  IN  HIS  last  sufferings. 

John  xix.  30.     When  Jesus  therefore  had  received  the  vinegar,  he  said,   It  is  finished:  and  he  bowed  his  heady 
and  gave  up  the  ghost  -  -  -  -  -  -  -        p.  I6l — 175 

XXI. — DIVINE  testimonials  GIVEN  TO  JESUS  DURING  HIS  LAST  SUFFERINGS. 

Matt,  xxvii.  52,  53.    jdnd  the  graves  were  opened,  and  many  bodies  of  saints,  which  slept,  arose,  and  came  out 
of  the  graves  after  his  resurrection,  and  went  into  the  holy  city,  and  appeared  to  many  -  -         p.  175 

XXII. — the  ROMAN  SOLDIERS  AND  THE  JEWISH  RULEICS. 

Matt,  xxviii.  12,  13.    jind  when  they  were  a^enibled,  with  the  Elders,  and  had  taken  counsel,  they  gave  large 
money  to  the  soldiers,  saying.  Say  ye,  His  disciples  came  by  night  and  stole  him  away  while  we  slept        p.  180 

XXIII. — the   APOSTLE   THOMAS. 

John  XX.  29*    Jesus  saith  unto  him,  Thomas,  because  thou  hast  seen  me,  thou  hast  believed:  blessed  are  they  that 
have  not  seen,  and  yet  have  believed  -  -  -  -  -  -        p.  187 

XXIV. — JESUS  THE  SON  OF  MAN. 

Lake  xvii.  22.    jind  he  said  unto  the  disciples.  The  days  will  come  xchen  ye  shall  desire  to  see  one  of  the  days 
of  the  Son  of  man,  and  ye  shall  not  see  it  ^'  •  -  -  -  "        P-  ^JW 

XXV. — JESUS    THE    SON    OF   GOD. 

John  XX.  17.     Go  to  my  brethren,  and  say  unto  them,  I  ascend  unto  my  Father,  and  your  Father,  and  to  my 
God,  and  your  God  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -        p.  197 

XXVr. — Christ's  poverty  our  riches. 

2  Cor.  viii.  9-     For  ye  know  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  though  he  was  rich,  yet  for  your  sakes  he 
became  poor,  that  ye  through  his  poverty  might  be  rich  -  -  •  "        ?•  ^^502 

XXVII. — CHRI3T*S  farewell  wish  of  PEACE  TO  HIS  DISCIPLES. 

John  xiv.  27.  Peace  I  leave  with  you.  My  peace  I  give  unto  you.  Not  as  the  world  giveth,  give  I  unto  you,  p.  207 

XXVIII. — THE    APOSTOLICAL    BENEDICTION. 

2  Cor.  xiii.  14.     The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  love  of  God,  and  the  communion  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  be  with  7/ou  all:    Amen  -  -  •  -  -  -  -p.  212 

XXIX.— OF    PRAYING    IN    THE    NAME    OF    CHRIST. 

Johnxvi.  24.    Hitherto  have  ye  asked  nothing  in  my  name:  ask,  and  ye  shall  receive,  that  your  joy  may  be 
fail  -  .  -  .  -  -  -  -  -        p.  218 

XXX.— THE  WOMAN  THAT  ANOINTED  JESUS  WITH  PRECIOUS  OINTMENT. 

Katt.  xxyi.  13.    Verily  I  say  unto  you^  Wheresoever  this  gospel  shall  be  preached  in  the  whole  world,  there  shall 
uko  this  that  this  woman  hath  done,  be  told  for  a  memorial  of  her  -  -  -  >        p.  229 


Digitized  by 


Google 


vi  CONTENTS. 


SERMOl^S.— Continued. 

XXXI. — THE  KINGDOM  OF  HEAVEN  TAKEN  BY  FORCE. 

Matt.  xi.  12.  From  the  days  of  John  the  Baptist  until  now,  the  kingdom  of  heaven  sufferetk  violence,  and  the 
violent  take  it  by  force  --  -------p.  236 

. XXXII.— 'VIRTUE  RECOMMENDED  UNDER  THE  SIMILITUDE  OF  WHITE  RAIMENT. 

Kev.  ill.  18.  /  counsel  thee  to  buy  of  me  sold  tried  in  the  fire,  that  tliou  mayest  be  rich:  and  white  raiment, 
that  thou  mayest  be  clothed,  and  that  the  shame  of  thy  nakedness  do  not  appear  -  "        P»  ^^^ 

XXXIII.— THE  GREAT  MYSTERY  OF  GO»LINBS8.  . 

1  Tim.  iii.  16.  And  without  controversy,  great  ii  the  mystery  of  godliness^  God  was  manifest  in  the  flesh, 
justified  in  the  Spirit,  seen  of  angels,  preached  unto  the  Gentiles,  believed  on  in  the  world,  and  received  up 
into  glory  -  -  -  -  -  -."-.p.  24B 


^ 


POSTHUMOUS  SERMONS  ON  VARIOUS  SUBJECTS- 

I.— ON  THE  RIGHT  IMPROVEMENT  OF  TIME. 

Eph.  V.  16.    Redeeming  the  time,  because  the  days  are  evil  -  -  •.  i.^  •        p.  fifiS 

II.— JS8t7S  HADE  A  CURIE  FOR  US. 

Gal.  iii.  13,  14.  Christ  has  redeemed  us  from  the  curse  of  the  law,  being  made  a  curse  for  us :  for  it  is  written. 
Cursed  is  every  one  that  hangeth  on  a  tree.  That  the  blessinjg  of  Abraham  might  come  on  the  Gentiles 
through  Jesus  Christ,  that  we  might  receive  the  promise  of  the  Spirit  through  faith  -  -        p.  S60 

III. — THE  PROMISE  ANNEXED  TO  GODLINESS. 

1  Tiin.  iv.  8.  For  bodily  exercise  profiteth  little :  but  godliness  is  profitable  unto  all  things;  having  promise  of 
the  life  that  now  is,  and  of  that  which  is  to,  come  -  -  .  -  -  -        p.  267 

IV. — ON  THE  SAMfe  SUBJECT  AND  TEXT.  .  -  -  p.  ?7l 

v.— INTERNAL  MARKS  OP  CREDIBILITY  IN  THE  NEW  TESTAMENT. 

2  Peter  i.  A  5,  l6.  Moreover,  I  will  endeavour  that  you  may  be  able  after  my  decease,  to  have  these  things 
always  in  remembrance.  For  we  have  7iot  followed  cunningly  devised  fables^  when  we  made  known  unto  you 
the  power  and  coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  bat  were  eye-witnesses  of  his  majesty         -  -        p.  276 

VI.— ON  THE  SAME  SUBJECT  AND  TEXT  -  -  -  p.  285 

VII. — THE  MODERATION  OF  CHRISTIANS  TO  BE  KNOWN  TO  ALL  MEN. 

Phil.  iv.  5.    liet  your  moderation  be  knozen  unto  all  men  -  -  -  -  -        p.  297 

VIII. — ON  KEEPING  THE  HEART. 

Prov.  iv.  25.    Ke^  thy  heart  with  all  diligence :  for  out  of  it  are  thfi  issues  of  life        -        -        -        p.  302 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CONTENTS.    -  vii 

TWO  SCHEMES  OF  A  TRINITY  CONSIDERED,  AND  THE  DIVINE  UNITY  ASSERTED. 

POUR  DISCOURSES  UPON  PHILIP.  II.  5 — 11. 

Advertisement  -  .  .  .  «  -  .  -        P-  ^^ 

Discourse  I.       Tke  Scheme  of  a  Trinity  commonly  received  -  -  -  -  -        p.  309 

II.  The  Arian  Scheme  -  -  -..---        p.  312 

III.  Tke  Nazarean  Doctrine  -  -  -  -  -  -  -p.  317 

LV.  2716  Text  explained  according  to  the  Nazarean  doctrine,  with  remarks  wid  observations      p.  3^ 


TRACTS; 

A*  Viodication  of  Three  of  our  Blessed  Saviour's  Miracles,  in  answer  to  the  Objections  of  Mr.  Woolslon,  p.  332 

A  Letter  written  in  the  Year  1730,  concerning  the  Question,  whether  the  Logos  supplied  the  place  of  a 
Haman  Soul  in  the  Person  of  Jesus  Christ  -  -  -  —  -        p.  S71 

The  First   Postscript,  containing  an  explication  of  those  words,  the  Spirit,  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  the 
Spirit  of  God,  as  used  in  the  Scriptures  -  -  -  -  -         p.  395 

The  Second  Postscript,  containing  Remarks  upon  the  Third  Part  of  the  late  Bishop  of  Clogher's  Vindi- 
cation of  the  Histories'of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  -  -  -  -        p.  423 

A  DISSERTATION    UPON    THE   TWO    NEW    EPISTLES    ASCRIBED    TO    CLEMENT^  OF    ROME. 

Sect.  1.  Extracts  out  of  these  Epistles,  for  shewing  the  author's  testimony  to  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old 

and  New  Testament     -  -  -  -  -.  -p.  432 

2.  External  Evidence  against  the  Gennineneds  of  these  Epistles  -  -  -         p.  433 

S.  Internal  Evidence  to  the  same  purpose,  and  their  Time  -  -  -        p.  439 

4.  The  author  Anonymous  -  -  --  --  -  -        p.  444 

5.  The  importance  and  use  of  these  Epistles       -  -  -  -  "        ?•  445 

6.  Conclusion       -  —  -  --  --  --  --  -  ib. 

Ah  Essay  on  the  M6saic  Account  of  the  Creation  and  Fall  of  Man  -  -  -        p.  446 

A  Letter  to  Jonas  Hanway^  Esq.  in  ^  which  some  reasons  are  assigned  against    the  name,  Magdalen 
Houses      -  -  -  -  -  -  -  --p.  459 

A  Letter  to  the  Authors  of  the  Library,  3cc.  containing  Observations  on  2  Cor.  v.  14    -  -        p.  465 

Remarks  on  1  Cor.  XY.  32  -  --  -  -  -  -  -        p.  466 

An  Inquiry  into  the  Truth  of  the  History  of  the  Seven  Brothers   said  to  have  suffered  Martyrdom  in  the 
time  ofI\ntiochus  Epiplianes,  2  Mace.  vii.  -  -  -  -  -        p.  467 

A  Letter  to  the  Author  of  Remarks  upon  the  Inquiry  into  the  Truth  of  the  History  of  the  Seven  Brothers 
in  the  Maccabees       -  --  -  -  -<  -  -  -p.  470 

A  Letter  upon  Uie. Personality  of  the  Spirit.    --  •-  —  -  -  -  -        p.  473 

REMARKS  UPON  THE^ LATE  DR*  WARD's  DISSERTATIONS  UPON  SEVERAL  PASSAGES  OP 

THE  SACRED  SCRIPTURES. 

Introduction  --  .-/-  -  ^-  -  -  -        p.  475 

Chap.  I.         The  ease    of   the    Daemoniac  who    resided   among    the  tombs  on   the    coast  of  Gadara. 
Dissert,  xxi.  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  ib. 

II.       Who  those  Greeks  were  who  desired  to  see  Jesus ;  and  whether  they  were  admitted  ?  John  xii. 
20,21.  Diwer^' xxviii.  -  -  -  -  -  -         p.  480 

HI.      How  to  reconcile  St.  John's  account  concerning  the  time  of  our  Saviour's  Crucifixion  with 
that  of  the  other  Evangelists.    Dissert,  xxxii.        -  -  -  -        p.  482 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Tiii  CONTENTS. 

Chap.  IV.      The  manner  of  embalming  dead  bodies  among  the  Jews,  and  particularly  that  of  our  Saviour 
Dissert,  xxxv.  -  -  -  -  -  -  -p.  485 

V.  "Whom    are    we    to   understand    by  the    Gitcians   and    Hebrews,    mentioned    Acts  vi.  1. 

Dissert,  xxxvii.         -  -  -  -  -  -  -p.  487 

VI.  The  term   Holy  Ghost,  in   the    New    Testament,   denotes   both  a  person    and    a   power. 

Dissert,  xxxviii.  -      .       -  *  -  -  -  "         P*  ^^ 

VH.     To   whom  the  apostolic   decree,  Acts  xv.   was  directed;  and    whether    it    was  perpetual. 

Dissert,  xlii.  -  -  -  -  -  --p.  494 

Sect.  1.  An  introduction  -  -  -  -  -  ib, 

2.  The  Noachic  precepts,  with  observations  upon  them      •  -  -  -  ib. 

3.  To  whom    the   apostolic  decree   was  directed,    and   that    there  was  but  one  sort  of  Jewish 

proselytes     -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -p.  493 

4.  General  observations,  shewing  the  occasion  wd  design  of  the  apostolic  decree  -        p.  504 

5.  The  several  articles  of  the  decree  explained    -  -  -  -  -        p.  506 

6.  Observations  in  the  manner  of  corollary.     Where  is  shewn  the  fault  of  St  Peter,  and  St.  Paul 

vindicated         -  -  •*  -  -  -  .-p.  509 

Chap.  VHI.  Whether  St.  Paul  did  really  blame  St.  Peterforhis  conduct,  mentioned  Gal.  ii.  Dissert.  1.  p.  519 

IX.    What  is  the  meaning  of  St.  Pauri  expression.  You  see  how  large  a  letter  I  have  written  unto 

you  with  fhy  own  £ind.    Gal.  vi.  1 1.    Dissert,  li.        -  «-  -  -        p.  521 

Observations  upon  Dr.  Macknight*s  Harmony  of  the  Four  Gospels,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  History  of  our 
Saviour's  Resurrection ;  in  a  liCtter  to  the  Author       •  -  >-  -  •        P-  ^^^ 


INDEXES. 

I.  Greek  Words  Explained       ---•                •  -.^p,  545 

II.  Various  Readings  of  Texts  in  the  New  Testament                -  -                -                -             ib. 
lU.  Texts  of  Scripture  Explained                -                -                -  -                -                -  P»  ^^ 

Texts  of  Sermons  in  the  Fifth  Volume                -               -  -               -                -  ?•  ^49 

IV.  Authors,  Sects,  and  Writings,  whote  History  is  written,  and  from  which  Extracts  are  made  ib. 

V.  An  Alphabetical  Table  of  Principal  Matters        -                -  -                -                •  ?•  ^5* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SERMONS, 


vai^  ▼•  jg 


Digitized  by 


Google 


. '  / 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COUNSELS  OF  PRUDENCE  FOR  THE  USE  OF  YOUNG  PEOPLE. 


DISCOURSE 


ON  THJB 


•   WISDOM  OF  THE  SERPENT  AND  THE  INNOCENCE  OE  THE,  DOVE:  . .  : 

ft    WftlCH    ARE   .RECOMBTENDED    GENERAL    RULES    OF    FRUDENCE  ;     WITH    PARTICULAR    DIRECTIONS 
RELATING    TO   BUSINESS,    CONVERSATION,    FRIENDSHIP,    AND    USEFULNESS. 


Beholdf  I  send  you  forth  as  sheep  in  the  midk  of  wolves :.  be  ye  therefore  uise  as.  serpeiits^  and' 
f  •         -     ,       ^  harm}ess  as  dpves^  Matt.  x.  16.     ,  -'■* 

1hi^  advice  is  found  among^  those  directions  which  oiir  blessed Xord  gave  his  disciples  when* 
be  sent  then)  from  bim  upon  a  commissiqn  in  his  life»time  here  on  earth.  "  These  twelve  Jesus 
§ent  forth,  and  commanded  them,  saying:  Go  not  into  the  way  of  the  Gentiles,  and  into  any 
city  of  the  Samarifans  enter  ye  not:  but  go  fatherto  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel.  And 
^  ye  go,  preaoh,  sayings  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand.  Heal  the  sick,  cast  out  devils: 
ifreeiy  ye  have  received,  freely  give.*'  Matt.  x.  5 — 8. 

It  is  reasonable  to  conclude,  that  the  disciples  rt^ceived  this  commission  with  much  pleasure 
^nd  satisfaction,  accounting  it  a  great  honour  done  them,  and  conceiving  at  tliersame  time  fond 
Expectations  of  honour  and  acceptance  wherever  they  came.  They  were  to  carry* with  them 
very  joyful  and  desirable  tidings,  that  "  the  kingdom  of  heaven  was  at  hartd:**  they  were  em- 
ppwered  to  confer  very  great  benefits,  and  were  reqiihed  to  do  alt  freely,  without  receiving  any 
gratuity.  The  limitation  in  their  commission  could  not  but  be  a  high  recommendation  of  it : 
the  good  news  was  to  be  published  to  Jews,  and  them  only,  not  to  Gentiles,  nor  to  Sj^maritans. 

But  our  Lord  thought  not  fit  to- dismiss  thenv  without  some  particular  counsels  and  directions, 
which  would  be  of  use  totjiem  now,  bttt- especially,  hereafter ;  when  their  coatfrnission  shoub^t 
receive  an  enlargement,  both  with  regard  to  the  subject  matter  of  their  message,  and  the 
persons  to  whom  they"  were  to  carry  it.  And  he  judged  it  needful  to  give  them  some  hints  6Fa 
diflerent  reception  from  what  they  thought  of,  ^nd  some  cautions  to  be  upon  their  guard :  that 
they  might  not  afford  any  just  ground  for  misconstructions  or  injurious  reflections,  nor  do 
any  thing  that  should  tend  to  draw  upon  themselves  a  disagreeable  treatment.  He  therefor^ 
teus'  theni :  "  Behold,  I  jsend  you  forth  a^  sheep  in.  thp  midst  of  wolves."  .  •  You  mean  well 

*  yourselves,  and  you  think  well  of  others.     But  I  must  forewarn  you,  that  many,  to  whom 

*  you  are  going,  have  selfish  and  malicious  dispositions,,  and  are  subtle  and  artful.     For  which 
\  reason  you  are  to  be  cautious  and  prudent :  "  Be  ye  therefore  wise  as  serpents,  and  harmlessly 

*  doves."  Maintaining  your  present  innocence  and  integrity,  decline  dangers  as  much  as  possiWe, 
i  and  take  care  not  to  give  any  ground  for  reflection  upon  your  conduct.* 

This  advice  then  of  our  Saviour  to  his  disciples  will  give  me  just  occasion  to  recommend 
some  rules  and  directions  of  prudent  bondufct  and  .behaviour  to  those  whe  ioir  entering  upon  the 
jtage  of  action  in  the  worlds  ,,  In  doing  which  I  ^ajl  take  this  method*  ^  -  '  **\ 
.     L  I  shall  represent  the  np-ture  of  prudence.  ^■♦:»^*    . 

.  IL  I  shall  show  the  necessity,  grounds  and  reasons  of  prudence.  :     '".,/•  * 
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til.  I  intend  to  lay  down  some  rules  and  directions  concerning  a  prudent  conduct,  with  re- 
giu^d  both  to  our  worcis  and  actions. 

I.  I  shall  represent  the  nature  of  prudence.  In  general,  it  is  a  discerning  and  employing 
the  most  proper  means  of  obtaining  those  ends  which  we  prq[>ose  to  ourselves.  He  who  aims 
at  his  own  advancement  is  prudent^  if  he  contrive  a  good  scheme  for  that  purpose,  and  then  put 
in  practice  the  several  parts  of  it  with  diligence  and  discretion.  If  the  end  aimed  at  be  the  good 
and  welfare  of  others,  in  any  particular  respect;  then  prudence  lies  in  taking  those  meuods 
which  are  most  likely  to  promote  the  advantage  of  those  persons,  and  in  doing  that  in  the  way 
least  prejudicial  to  ourselves,  and  most  consistent  with  our  own  safety. 

It  is  an  important  branch  of  prudence  to  avoid  faults.  One  false  step  sometimes  ruins,  or 
hoifever  greatly  embarrasses  and  retards  a  good  design.  Therefore  prudent  conduct  depends 
more  on  great  caution  and  circumspection  than  great  abilities.  A  bright  genius  is  necessary  for 
producing  a  fine  composition.  Courage  and  presence  of  mind  are  needful  for  a  hazardous  un- 
dertaking :  but  circumspection  alone,  such  caution  as  secures  against  errors  and  faults,  ma^res  up 
a  great  part  of  prudent  conduct,  by  preventing  many  evils  and  inconveniences. 

Pruaence  likewise  supposeth  the  maintaining  of  innocence  and  integrity.  We  may  not 
iitolect  our  dufy  to  avoid  danger.  The  principal  wisdom  is  to  approve  ourselves  to  God,  and  it 
is  better  to  suffer  any  temporal  evil,  than  incur  the  Divine  displeasure.  These  disciples  of 
Christ  were  to  go  out  and  preach,  saying :  "  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand.*'  That  was 
the  work  assigned  them  by  their  Lord  and  Master,  which  therefore  it  was  their  duty  to  perform, 
and  they  could  by  no  means  decline.  But  they  might  do  it  in  the  way  which  would  least  expose 
them  to  inconveniences,  and  was  most  likely  to  secure  acceptance  to  their  message  and  them* 
selves.    This  is  prudence. 

We  are  not  out  of  a  pretence  of  discretion  to  desert  the  cause  of  truth.  But  we  are  to 
espouse  it  with  safety  if  we  can ;  that  is,  maintain  it  in  the  way  least  offensive  to  others,  and 
least  dangerous  to  ourselves. 

Nor  have  we  a  right  from  any  rules  of  prudence  to  use  unlawful  methods  to  obtain  our 
end.  Our  end  is  supposed  to  be  good,  and  the  means  must  b6  so  likewise.  Thus  far  of  the 
nature  of  prudence. 

II.  I  would  now  shew  the  necessity,  grounds,  and  reasons  of  prudence.  These  are  chiefly 
the  wickedness  and  the  weakness  of  men.  The  former  is  the  reason  which  our  Lord  refers  to. 
"  Behold,  I  send  you  forth  as  sheep  in  the  midst  of  wolves :  be  ye  therefore  wise  as  serpents.** 
It  is  upon  this  ground  likewise,  Uiat  St.  Paul  recommends  the  practice  of  prudent  caution:  **  See 
then  tnat  ye  walk  circumq>ectly,  not  as  fools,  but  as  wise,  redeeming  the  time,  because  the 
days  are  evil,**  £ph.  v.  15,  16.  Some  men  are  malicious  and  designing,  enemies  to  truth  a^d 
virtue,  and  to  all  that  are  hearty  friends  of  either.  Good  men  therefore  are  obliged  to  be  upon 
their  guard,  and  make  use  of  some  methods  of  defence  and  security.  Others  are  weak  and 
simple,  and  therefore  liable  to  be  misled  and  imposed  upon  by  the  insinuations  of  the  subtle  and 
maliciouSf 

Nay,  if  there  were  no  bad  men,  yet  there  would  be  need  of  a  prudent  behaviour,  because 
some  who  have  not  much  reflection  or  experience  are  apt  to  put  wrong  constructions  upon 
harmless  actions. 

This  leads  us  somewhat  farther  into  the  nature  of  prudence,  and  to  observe  a  particular,, 
which  could  not  be  so  well  taken  notice  of,  before  we  had  observed  this  ground  and  reason  of 
it.  For  a  great  part  of  prudence  lies  in  denying  ourselves,  so  as  to  keep  some  way  within  the 
limits  (rf*  virtue.  A  good  man,  if  all  about  him  were  wise  and  good,  might  be  secure  in  his  in- 
nooBUce  alone.  It  might  then  be  sufiicient  to  mean  well,  and  to  pursue  directly  the  good  ends 
be  has  in  vie^,  without  doing  any  harm  in  the  prosecution  of  them.  But  now,  on  account  of 
the  weakness  of  some,  he  must  not  only  be  innocent,  but  he  must  also  obviate  misconstructions 
iand  tnisrepresentations. 

We  may  perceive  this  in  an  instance  or  two.  Our  Saviour  directs  his  disciples  at  the 
eleventh  verse  of  this  chapter :  "  Into  whatsoever  city  or  town  ye  enter,  inquire  who  is  worthy, 
and  there  abide  till  ye  go  thence.*'  This  is  more  particularly  expressed  in  another  Gospel : 
•<  In  the  same  house  remain,  eating  and  drinking  such  things  as  they  give:  go  not  from  house 
to  house,**  Luke  x.  7.  They  had  not  then  in  the  eastern  countries  houses  ot  public  entertain- 
ment.   And  it  was  usual  for  men  pf  good  dispositionsi  such  as  our  Lord  terms  worthy,  to  enter- 
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Ula  strangets.  The  disciples  were  sent  two  and  two.  They  were  not  to  make  a  long  abode  in 
iiny  place,  and  would  not  be  thought  burdensome  by  any  that  were  worthy  or  hospitable  men. 
But  our  Lord  charges  them  "  not  to  go  from  house  to  house/'  or  remove  from  the  place  they  had 
first  resorted  to.  This  perhaps  might  be  sometimes  done  very  reasonably.  But  our  Lord  does 
now^in  a  manner  absolutely  restrain  his  disciples  from  acting  thus,  whatever  some  others  might  do : 
that  they  might  not  give  any  the  least  ground  of  suspicion,  or  insinuation,  that  they  were  curious 
about  their  entertainment. 

It  was  upon  this  principle  that  the  apostle  Paul  went  yet  farther,  and  in  some  places,  par- 
ticularly in  Greece,  waved  his  right  to  a  subsistence  from  those  he  taught,  as  he  observes  to  the 
Corinthians  :  "  If  others  be  partakers  of  this  power  over  you,  are  not  we  rather  ?  Nevertheless 
we  have  not  used  this  power,  but  suffer  all  things,  lest  we  should  hinder  the  gospel  of  Ciirist,*' 
1  Cor.  ix.  1«.  Again,  ver.  19.  "  Though  I  be  free  from  all  men,  yet  have  I  made  myself  servant 
to  all,  that  I  might  gain  the  more."  This  rule  he  observed  also  at  Thessalonica :  "  For  ye  re- 
member,  brethren,  our  labour  and  travel :  for  labouring  night  and  day,  because  we  woiild  not 
be  chargeable  unto  any  of  you,  we  preached  unto  you  the  gospel  of  God,*'  1  Thess.  ii.  9. 

I  have  now  given  you  a  view  of  the  nature  of  prudence,  and  the  reasons  of  it. 

III.  In  the  next  place  I  am  to  lay  down  some  rules  and  directions  concerning  a  prudent 
conduct  with  regard  to  our  words  and  actions. 

This  is  indeed  a  work  of  some  niceness  and  delicacy,  and  is  most  properly  reserved  for  men 
of  distinguished  characters.  There  is  likewise  oftentimes  a  backwardness  in  men' to  pay  ai)y 
deference  to  directions  of  this  kind,  except  they  are  delivered  by  men  of  large  experience,  and. 
of  great  renown  for  wisdom.  For  this  reason,  as  it  seems,  Solomon  in  his  book  of  Proverbs, 
containing  excellent  rules  of  virtue  and  prudence,  thought  fit  to  introduce  Wisdom  herself  pro- 
claiming ner  kind  intentions  to  mankind,  and  delivering  many  of  those  directions,  that  men 
might  be  the  better  induced  to  hearken  to  them.  And  when  he  was  about  to  publish  some  re- 
marks uptm  the  world,  and  the  af&irs  of  men  in  it,  he  {aggrandises  his  own  character,  and  sets 
it  <^to  the  best  advantage;  giving  himself  the  title  o£  "  the  Preacher,**  or  Collector.  Ecc.  i.  1. 
One  who  had  been  long  and  carefully  employed  in  laying  up  a  store  of  just  and  useful  observa- 
tions;  and  who  had  good  opportunities  for  that  purpose,  as  he  was  **  King  in  Jerusalem:*' 
aflirmtng  likewise,  that  he  bawl  given  his  heart  to  seek  and  search  out  by  wisdom  concerning  all 
things  that  are  done  under  heaven  ;**  that  he  "  had  seen  all  the  works  that  are  done  under  the 
sun,*'  and  that  his  "  heart  had  great  experience  in  wisdom  and  knowledge,**  Ecc.  i.  1 — 16. 

As  we  have  before  us  for  our  guidance  the  observations  of  those  who  have  been  eminent  for 
wisdom,  and  whose  character  is  well  established  in  the  world;  it  maybe  presumed,  that  all  these 
h^  qualifications  are  not  now  requisite  for  a  performance  of  this  nature.  And  I  would  hope, 
that  they,  for  whom  the  following  directions  are  chiefly  intended,  are  already  so  wise,  or  so  well 
dirooaed  at  least,  as  to  be  willing  to  hearken  to  good  counsel  from  any  one  who  means  them 
well.  It  will  be  my  care  to  deliver  such  rules  of  prudence  as  have  been  approved  and  recdm- 
mended  by  those  who  have  had  a  knowledge  of  the  world,  and  are  esteemed  good  judges  of 
mankind.  And  I  shall  generally  support  the  rules  laid  down  by  reasons,  which  if  they  do  not 
convince,  the  counsel  itself  may  be  the  less  regarded. 

Rules  of  this  sort  are  very  numerous,  and  have  been  often  given,  as  many  are  in  the  book  of 
Plroverbs,  without  connection  or  dependence  on  each  other.     1  shall  propose  those  I  mention  in 
the  following  method:  First,  I  shall  observe  some  general  rules  of  prudence;  and  then  some  , 
particular  directions  relating  to  business,  civil  conversation  in  the  world,  more  intimate  friend- 
sfa^,  aqd  private  relations;  lastly,  usefulness  to  others. 

1.  I  shall  mention  some  general  rules  of  prudence.  The  preservation  of  our  integrity  in 
acting  strictly  according  to  the  rules  of  religion  and  virtue  will  not  be  allowed  a  place  among 
these  rules.  However,  (as  has  been  already  shewn,)  it  ought  to  be  supposed.  Our  blessed 
Lord  does  not  omit  the  innocence  of  the  dove,  when  he  recommends  the  wisdom  of  the  serpent. 
I  must  therefore  again  desire  it  may  be  observed,  that  nothing  I  am  about  to  say  is  to  be  under- 
stood  as  inconsistent  with  integrity;  which,  though  not  properly  a  rule  of  prudence,  is  often- 
times of  advantage,  and  is  both  a  mean  of  security,  and  adds  weiglit  and  influence  to  a  man*s 
dmacter.  "  He  that  walketh  uprightly,  walketh  surely,  but  he  that  perverteth  his  way  shall 
be  known/'  Prov.  x.  9.     Again:  **  In  the  way  of  righteousness  there  is  life,  and  in  the  path- 
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jyav'tJierQof  tiiere  is.no  Heathy"  dku  xii.  28.  ^oreoyer ;  **  The  path  of  the  ji»t^  is  aa  the  shining 
light,  that^inet-h  jnore  and  more  unto  the  perfect. day/*  ;ch.  iv,  18.  Thpugh  virtuous  and  up- 
|ight  men  should,  for  a  rwUHe  lie,  in  obscurity,  they  may  shine  hereafter  with  ,a  greater,  lustre, 
^nil, , which  is  ato^e  all  external  considerations,  and  advantages  of  this  present  world,  virtue  is 
of  the  highest  importance  to  the  iriward  peace  of  tbe.n]ind,  and  our  everlasting  happiness  in  th^ 
jyorld  to  come.  Supposing  then  a  strict  regard  to  uprightness  of  heart,  and  innocence  of 
t)ehaviour;      "  '  '  ■.*--. 

^  ,1.)  The  first  rule  of  prudence  I  Uyidown  is-this,  that  we,  should  endeavour,  to  know  our- 
salvesw  He  thatinows  not  himself  may  undertake  designs  he  is. not  fit  for^.and  can  never  ac- 
complish; in  which  he  must  therefore  necessarily  meet  with  disappointment.  .  Nor  can  any 
Man  have  comfort  and  satisfaction  in  an  employment  that  is  unsuitable  to  his  temper. 
;  *  Besides  a  knowledge  of  our  own  genius,  temper  and  inclination  j  it  is  needful,  that  we  should 
be.  also  possessed  of  a  just  idea  of  our  outward  circumstances  4ind  condition,  and  the  relation  we 
^ear  to  persons  about  us..  It  is  one  branch  of  prudence  for  a  man  to  behave  agreeably  to  his 
own  pa^cular  c*haracter.  If  he  mistake  that,  he  will  be  guilty  of  many  improprieties.  But  a 
just  discernment  of  our  own  circumstances,  and  of  our  relation  to  other  men,  will  make  way  for 
%n  agreeable  and  acceptable  deportment. 

The"  knowledge  of  yourselves  will  prevent  conceit  on  the  one  hand,  and  meanness  of  spirit 
^nd  conduct  on  the  other.  You  will  readily*  act  with  tliat  modest  assurance,  which  becomes 
your  birth,  estate^,  age,  station,  abilities,  skill  and  other  advantagesj  v/itliout  departing  from  your 
just  right,  or  assuming  more  than  ought  to  be  reasonably  allowed  you. 

2.)  Endeavour  to  know  othpr  men.  It  is  a  point  of  charity  to  hope  the  best  of  every  man» 
and  of  prudence  to  fear  the  worgt.  Not  that  these  are  inconsistent.  It  would  be  to  misrepre- 
sent a  Christian  virtue  extreniely,  to  suppose,  thatit  obliged  us  to  trust  men  without  any  know- 
ledge of  them.  Y/^e  are  to  hope  and  suppose  of  every  man,  thathfe  is  good  and  honest,  till  we 
]^ftve;some  proof  to  the  contrary.  This  is  the  judgment  of  charity.  But  we  are  not  bound  to 
^piplpy  men,  or  confide  in  them,  till  we  have  some  positive  evidences  of  their  honesty  and  capa- 
city^ for  the  trust  we  would  commit  to  them,  or  the  work  in  which  we  would  employ  theip. 
/  ,.  Some  m^n  are  unreasonably  suspicious  and  jealous.  Becduse  tliey  are  bad  themselves,  or 
l^cause  they  haye  had  dealings  with  some  that  are  so,  they  liave  formed  a  notion  that  all  men 
%pe  false  and  unfaithful.  This  is  a  wicked  extreme.  They  who  are  in  it  are  fitly  punished  for 
so  di^dvant^g^us  and  unjust  an  opinion  of  their  fellow-creatures.  Such  must  needs  beconie 
contemptible  themselves.  They  may  be  safe,  but  they  can  never  make  any  figure  in  society; 
it  being,  I  suiq)ose,  impossible  for  one  man  alone  to  carry  on  any  important  design,  or  do  any 
l^hing:  considerable  in  any  business  or  profession.  There  is  therefore  a  necessity  of  mutual  con- 
fidence aippng  men. 

On  the  other  hand,  some  good  men  are  apt  to  think,  that  all  other  men. are  so.  This  is 
oftentimes  the  sentiment  likewise  of  the  young  and  unexperienced.  And  indeed  it  must  be 
some  uneasiness  to  tliose  who  are  innocent  and  undesigning  themselv^es,  to  suspect  other  men, 
or  to  withhold  trust  and  confidence  from  them.  But  however  kind  and  favourable  their  appre-t 
hensions  and  inclinations  may  be^  it  would  certainly  be  imprudent  to  trust  to  all  aj^earances,, 
ind  give  credit  to  every  pretence.  The  counsel  in  the  text  is  given  by  our  Lord  to  his  honest 
well-meaning  disciples,  because  he  knew  there  were  men  in  the. world  of  bad  dispositions,  more 
than  these  unexperienced  disciples  were  aware  of :  "  Behold,  I  send  you  fprth  ^s  sheep  in  the 
midst  of  wolvqs:  be  ye  therefore  wfse  ^as  seq)ettts.'*  Solomon  lias  an  observation  to  this  purpose  : 
**  The  simple  believeth  every  word,  but  the  prudent  looketh  well  to  his  goings,"  Prov.  xiv.  15. 
The  confidence  placed  in  men  ought' to,  be  proportioned  to  the.  evidences  of  their  faithfulness 
aiwi  capacity.  If  any  act  otherwise,  there  is  dagger  of  shame  and  disappointment:  It  mustj 
dierefore  be  of  great  advantage  in  life  to  be  able  to  form  a  true  judgment  of  men. 
.  The  knowledge  of  men,  the  skill  of  discerning  their  talents  and  dispositions,  will  be  of  u^q, 
not  only  in  business,  but  also  in  civil  conversation,  in  the  choice  of  friendships  and  relations,  in 
designs  of  usefulness,  and  indeed  in  every  occasion  and  occurrence  of  life.  You  will  thereby* 
know,  whom  to  trust  ^ith  safety,  whom  to  be  free  and  open  with  in  conversation,  whose  fav<^wLr 
it  is  your  interest  to  seek,  on  whom  you  can  bestow  your  favours  and  services  with  a  likely  proS:> 
pect  of  doing  some  good*  or  with  hopes  of  grateful  retumsiy  if  ever  you  shcmld  want  diem.    ..  .  j 
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3.)  Watch,  and.  etribrace  opportunities.  This  is  a  rule  wliicH  ouglit  to  be  observed  witb 
regard  to  our  words  and  actions*  "  There  is  a  reason  for  every  thing,  and  every  thing  is  bean- 
tiral  in  ita  time/*  Ecc.  iii.  1,  11.  "There  is  a  time  to  speak,  and  a  time  to  keep  silence,*'  says 
Solomon,  ver.  7.  Again,  "  A  word  spoken  in  due  season,  how  good  is  it?**  Prov.  xv.  23.  "  A 
■word  fitly  spoken*- is  4ike. apples  of  goldin  pictures  of  silver,**  ch.  xxv.  11. 

In  ^11  fiffiurs  there  are  some  special  ppportunities,  which  it  is  a  point  of  wisdom  to  improve. 
"  He  that'gathers  in  sumnier  is  a  wise  son.  But  he  that  sleepeth  in  harvest  is  a  son  that  causeth 
'iflian^,**  Prov.  x.  5.  Some  opportunities,  like  that  here  mentioned  by  Solomon,  are  obvious  to 
all;  And  it  most  be  gross*  stupidity  not  to  know  them,  and  incorrigible  sloth  to  neglect  theni. 
Buf  fliere  are  some  opportunities  which  will  bfe  observ^ed  and  taken  by  none  but  those  who  ai*e 
diy^eming-dndtittentive.  Every  one  can  see  an  opportunity,  when  it  is  past:  but  he  only  whx) 
is  ^ise,  "sees*  it  beforehand,  or  perceives  and  embraces  it,  when  present. 

•  4.*)  Advise  with  those  who  are  able  to  give  you  good  counsel.  **  Without  counsel  purposes 
are  disappointed,  but  in  the  multitude  of  counsellors  they  are  established,**  Prov.  xv.  22.  'ifh 
least,  in  all  important  and  difficult  cases  call  in  the  aid  of  some  friends.  ♦*  Every  pdrpose  is 
established  by  counsel,  andwith  good  advice  make  war,**  ch.  xx.  18.  It  is  great  presumptiob 
in  any  man 'to  be  self-sufficient,  and  to  suppose,  that  in  all  cases  he  can  act  well  by  his  ow4i 
skill  alone.  ., 

As  counsel  ought  to  be  asked,  so  there  should  be  a  disposition  to  hearken  to  it;  or  at  IdaSt 
to  weigh  well  the  reasons  that  are  brought  for  or  against  any  design.  "  The  way  of  a  fool' ^ 
right  in  his  own  eyes:  but  he  that  hearkens  unto  counsel  is  wise,**  Prov.  xii.  15.  ' 

But  yet  there  is  need  of  some  discretion  in  the  choice  of  counsellors.  They  should  be  usually 
the  agedf*and  experienced;  always,  if  possible,  such  as  are  sincere  and  disinterested.  I  scarcfe 
need  thiBrefote  to  caution  you  against  advising  with  your  rivals  and  competitors.  If  you  are  ^ 
'happy  36  to  have  parents, '  to  ^om.  you  can  have  recourse,  you  must  be  in  the  right  to  consult 
wi^h  them  in  ^ffiurs  of  moment. .  If  you  have  not  this  advantage,  however  recollect  the  advices 
tllfey  Imveigiven  you;  ^-Perhaps  they  hkve  left  with  you  some  counsels  of  pnidence,  as  well  as 
'dp' virtue.  Wheiiybu-are  forming  designs  inconsistent  with  their  counsels,  give  such  designs  a 
secooA  liottdideration,  before,  you  take  a  final  resolution,  'this  may  be  reckoned  a  point  of  wis- 
'dom,  as  i^^ell  as  a  piece  of  respect  due  to  those  who  heartily  wished  your  welfare. 

After  them,  advise  witK,  and  hearken  to,  those  who  are  moStlike  them  in  a  sincere  and  lui- 
"afiected  concern  for  your  true  interest.  But  if*  any  whom  you  consult,  always  advise  acconfinfe 
to  your  own  inclinations,  you  may  be  assured  they  are  not  your  friends.  It  is  not  your  interest 
ii\^y  consult,  but  their  own.  So  likewise,  if  ahy,,  of  whom  you  honestly  ask*  advice,  with  an  in- 
tention to  be  informed  and  guided  by  them,  are  shy  and  reserved,  though  at  dthOY  times, .  and 
"upon  other  occasions,  they  are  open  enough,  yoir  rfiouM  remember  not  to  go  ttt  theni  ?gain:  *  Tt 
is  not  worth  the  while  to  reveal  your  designs  to  sucb.  .  It  can  be  of  no  advantage,  ana  niaybfe  '• 
'ittcfiftled.  wHh  some  inconveniences.  ,/.   ,         ' 

'  5;). Restrain*  and  govern  your  affections.  This  is  of  great  importance  to  tHe  prudent  con- 
duct of  Jife^  Jn  all  debates  he  who  is  calm  and  composed,  as  all  are  sensible,  fias  a  vast  advan- 
tage over  a  heated  adversary.  But  I  mean  not  the  restraint  of  anger  only,  or  resentment  upon 
a  provocation ;  but  a  steady  government  of  all  the  passions,  and  a  calm  and  composed  temper 
of^mind  in  all  occurrences.  *  He  who  is  overset  by  a  cros^  accident,  is  lost  beyond  redress,  and 
can  never  get  out  of  a  difiiculty,  though  there  still  remain  several  ways  of  escape  and  recovery. 

Avoid  too  great  eagerness  for  any  earthly  thing;  Men  of  violent  inclinations  are  imme- 
drately  for  action.  They  have  no  sooner  thought  ora  thilig;  but  they  must  have  it.  They  are 
at  Ofnce  passed  the  state  of  deliberation  within  themselves,  and  of  consultation  with  others.  Men 
vriio  axe  extremely  eager  for  gain  and  richer,  are  not  always  the  most 'successful.  They  precipi- 
tate 'iXi  their  measures*  They  can  never  have  an  opportunity,  because  they  cannot  wait  till  i^ 
€^S^\  *  Such  usually  run  desperate  hazards,  *and  accordingly  meet  with  great  losses.  Solomod, 
^wbaHite  so  often  spoken  of  the  benefit  of  diligence,  d(Jes  nevertheless  discourage  eagerness  of 
q]^^  land  action,  as  ruinous  and  destructive.  **  The  thoughts  of  the  diligent,**  says  he,  "  tend 
^■**^"trfjfl^t(tjeousness:  but  of  every  one  that  is  hasty,  onl/t,p  want,**  ProV.  xxi.  5. 

*'"sttj*t|kieriiieq  of  hasty  spirit  of^en  plunge  th'emsefves  into  great  difficulties;  which  no  afteV  ■ 
^j^f^-tffeijFown,  nor  kind  assistance  of  their  friends,  can  extricate  them  out  of.     What 
rifi^s'of  4yn  subject  to  intemperate  anger  is  very^iikfely  to  be  the  case  of  all  who  hav^ 
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any  other  ungoyeraed  passion:  '<  A  man  of  great  wrath  diall  siifibr  puntahmenfr:  for,  if  thoa 
deliver  him,  yet  thou  must  do  it  a^in/*  Prov.  xix,  19.  If  you  help  them  out  of  one  trouble, 
yet  they  will  soon  run  themselves  into  some  other.  And  in  another  place  the  same  wise  man 
has  given  a  lively  image  of  the  defenceless  and  deplorable  condition  of  those  who  are  under  the 
government  of  violent  passions:  **  He  that  has  no  rule  over  his  own  spirit,  is  like  a  city  that  is 
broken  down,  and  without  walls,**  Prov.  xxv.  28. 

It  seems  to  be  for  this  reason,  that  men  of  lesser  abilities  do  often  succeed  better  in  business, 
snd  indeed  in  some  important  affairs,  than  the  more  acute  and  penetrating.  They  have  slow 
capacities,  but  they  are  abundantly  recompensed  by  the  coolness  of  their  passions.  They  move 
on  with  a  steady,  even  pace,  without  slips  or  falls;  till  at  length,  to  the  surprise  of  all  who^were 
not  very  discerning  indeed,  they  distance  many  who  set  out  with  much  more  life  and  vigour. 

These  are  general  rules  of  prudence.  They  need  not  to  be  mentioned  again.  But  they 
ought  to  be  observed  upon  every  particular  occasion,  and  will  be  of  use  in  all  the  afiairs  and 
actions  of  life  that  require  prudent  conduct  and  management. 

2.  I  am  now  to  lay  down  some  particular  rules  of  prudence  concerning  sevend  branches  of 
conduct,  and  divers  circumstances  of  life.  They  will  concern  these  four  pomts  befbrementioned;^ 
1>usiness,  civil  conversation,  more  intimate  friendships  and  relations,  and  usefulness  to  others. 

1.)  Of  business.  I  may  not  presume  to  give  many  directions  relating  to  this  matter.  But 
I  apprehend  it  to  be  a  point  of  great  prudence,  for  a  man  to  endeavour  to  be  fulty  master  <^his 
employment.  He  who  is  skilful  in  his  calling,  and  diligently  attends  to  it,  and  is  punctual  to 
his  promises  and  engagements,  can  seldom  fail  of  encouragement.  These  may  be  generally 
reckoned  surer  means  of  success,  than  a  large  acquaintance,  address,  importunity,  or  any  other 
such  like  arts  of  procuring  the  dealings  of  men:  though  these  need  not  be  entirely  neglected, 
and  may  be  of  use,  if  they  are  not  too  much  depended  on.  Interest  is  a  prevailing  principle, 
.and  that  will  dispose  men  to  be  concerned  witb«  and  employ  those  who  are  skilful,  ml^ent  and 
punctual 

It  is  also  esteemed  a  point  of  prudence  for  men  to  abide  in  the  employment  to  which  they 
liave  been  educated,  and  in  which  they  have  once  engaged:  unless  there  be  some  great  and 
particular  inconvenience  attending  it,  or  some  strong  and  peculiar  inducement  to  another. 

But  by  no  means  heaiiken  to  the  ^eecbes  of  those  who  would  draw  you  off  from  all  employ- 
ment. Some  there  are  in  the  world,  men  of  sprightly  and  aspiring  fancies,  (as  they  would  be 
thought)  who  would  persuade  you,  that  -business  is  below  the  dignity  of  rational  beings;  or,  how- 
ever, of  all  who  would  shine  and  be  distinguished.  You  will  be  justified  by  Solomon  in  throw- 
ing contempt  on  such  imaginations:  *^  He  that  is  despised,  and  has  a  servant,  is  better  than  he 
that  honoureth  himself,  and  lacketh  bread,*'  Prov.  xiL  9.  Again,  ver.  11*  "  He  that  tilleth 
Jhis  land,  shall  have  plenty  of  bread,  but  he  that  followeth  vain  persons  shall  have  poverty 
ienoiigh." 

■2.^  The  next  thing  concerning  which  I  would  give  some  directions  is  civil  conversation.  In 
^neral,  endeavour  to  act  according  to  your  own  character,  and  maintain  that  suitably  to  the 
persons  you  meet  with,  of  different  abilities,  principles  and  circumstances. 

He  is  happy  in  the  artx)f  conversation,  who  can  preserve  a  n^ean,  without  being  light,  or 
formal^  neither  too  res»ved,  nor  too  open.  Reservedness  is  disagreeable  and  offensive:  too 
great  openness  in  mixed  company,  witn  which  you  are  not  well  acquainted,  is  often  attended 
with  dan^arous  consequences.  It  may  be  a  good  rule  for  e\^y  man,  to  guard  especially  against 
that  extreme  which  he  is  most  liable  to  fall  into;  by  which  he  is  in  the  greateat  danger  of  ex- 
posing  himself^  or  ofi^ding  others.  Which  is  the  worst  extreme,  may  not  be  easy  to  determine. 
But  I  think,  if  we  will  take  the  judgment  x)f  Solomon,  too  great  openness  must  be  the  most  in- 
consistent with  prudence.  For  silence  is  with  him  a  mark  of  wisdom,  and  there  is  scarce  any 
one  thing  he  has  oflener  recommended  than  the  government  of  the  tongue;  nor  any  tiling  he^ 
has  more  plainly  and  more  frequently  condemned,  than  talkativeness,  x  shall  remmd  you  of 
some  of  Ins  ss^ngs  upon  this  ailment.  ^*  In  the  multitude  of  words  there  wanteth  not  sin. 
But  he  that  refraineth  his  lips  is  wise,^  Prov.  x.  19*  **  He  that  hath  knowledge,  spareth  his 
words:  even  a  fool,  when  he  holdeth  his  peace,  is  counted  wise,  and  he  that  shutteth  his  Ims,  is 
esteemed  a  man  of  understanding,'*  ch.  xvii.  27,  28.  "  The  tongue  of  the  wise  useth  knowledge 
aright.  But  the  mouth  of  fools  poureth  out  foolishness,'*  ch.  xv.  2.  "  A  fool  uttereth  all  \m 
mind,  but  a  wise  man  keepeth  it  in  till  afterwards^**  du  xxix.  IL  ^  Wisdom  resteth  in  the  heait 
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of  him  that  has  understandinff :  but  that  which  is  in  the  jnid&t  of  fools  is  made  Icnown/'  ProV. 
xiv.  33.  **  He  that  keepeth  his  mouth,  keepeth  his  life  :  but  he  that  oj^eneth  wide  his  mouthy 
iiisdl  have  destruction/'  ch,  xiii*  3.  Especially,  be  cautious  of  what  you  say  of  otliers  >  and  b« 
not  too  forward  in  giving  characters,  either  by  way  of  praise  or  dispraise. 

The  only  end  of  conversation  is  not  to  entertain,  or  instruct  others.  You  are  likewise  to^ 
aim  at  your  own  improvement,  and  the  increase  of  your  present  stock  of  learning  and  know- 
ledge. Nor  is  it  necessary,  in  order  to  be  agreeable,  that  you  should  entertain  the  company  witlj 
discourse.  You  may  as  much  oblige  some  men  by  patient  attention  to  what  they  say,  as  by  pro- 
diicing  just  and  new  observations  of  your  own.  For  young  persons  particularly,  silence  and 
modesty  must  be  advantageous  qualities  in  conversation.  St.  James's  precept  is  general :  *<  Let 
every  man  be  swift  to  hear,  slow  to  speak."  Jam.  i.  19 :  And  if  attended  to,  would  lessen  the 
multitude  of  some  men's  words,  very  much  to  their  own  benefit,  and  the  improvement  of 
•society. 

Another  rule  of  pnidence  relating  to  this  matter,  which  is  also  a  point  of  duty,  is :  "  If 
possible,  live  peaceably  with  all  men,"  Rom.  xii.  18.  Do  not  needlessly  offend,  or  disoblige  any. 
A  resolution  to  please  men  in  all  adventures,  amidst  the  present  variety  of  sentiments  and  ai"- 
fections  in  the  world,  would  engage  us,  at  seasons,  to  desert  the  cause  of  truth,  liberty  and 
virtue.  And  therefore  our  Lord  has  justly  pronounced  a  woe  upon  those  who  are  universally 
applauded,  saying:  "  Woe  unto  you  when  all  men  shall  speak  well  of  you,"  Luke  vi.  26.  Such 
a  reputation  is  rarely  to  be  obtained  without  a  base  and  criminal  indifference  for  some  things 
very  valuable  and  important  to  the  general  interest  of  mankind.  However,  do  not  despise  any 
man,  though  ever  so  mean.  Malice  and  hatred  are  active  .principles.  And,  as  has  been  often 
observed,  one  enemy  may  do  you  more  mischief,  than  many  friends  can  do  you  good.  Nor  is 
there  any  man  so  mean,  or  so  feeble,  but  he  may  some  time  have  an  opportunity  of  doing  you 
much  good,  or  much  harm. 

You  are  not  to  be  afraid  of  men,  nor  too  solicitous  to  please  them,  nor  to  stoop  to  flattery 
HMT  meanness  to  gain  their  favour.  These  are  methods  neither  very  virtuous,  nor  very  prudent. 
For  they  seldom  procure  lasting  esteem  or  affection.  If  you  gain  men's  favour  by  flattery,  you 
-can  keep  it  no  longer  than  you  are  willing  to  be  their  slaves,  or  their  tools.  But  you  may  en- 
deavour by  easy  civilities,  and  real  services,  to  oblige  and  gain  all  you  can.  This  we  may  do, 
this  we  ought  to  do,  according  to  the  rules  of  Christianity,  good  breeding  and  prudence. 

Choose,  as  much  as  may  be,  the  conversation  of  those  who  are  wiser  and  more  experienced 
than  yourselves.  Avoid  the  company  of  those  who  indulge  intemperate  mirth,  and  neglect  the 
rules  of  decency  ;  from  whom  you  can  expect  no  benefit,  and  from  whom  you  are  in  danger  of 
receiving  a  taint  to  your  virtue,  or  a  blot  to  your  reputation.  "  He  that  walketh  with  wise 
pCTSons,*'  saith  Solomon,  ♦*  shall  be  wise,  but  a  companion  of  fools  shall  be  destroyed,"  Prov* 
xiiL20. 

8.)  In  the  third  place  I  shall  mention  some  observations  concerning  more  intimate  friend- 
ships  and  private  relations.  It  is  a  rule  to  choose  friends  among  acquaintance,  and  not  to  enter 
hito  intimacy  with  those  of  whom  you  have  had  no  trial,  because  a  false  friend  is  the  most  dan- 
gerous enemy.  Solomon  has  a  direction  relating  to  this  point :  "  Thine  own  friend,  and  thy 
nther's  friend  forsake  not,'*  Prov.  xxviii.  10.  The  meaning  is  not,  that  we  should  not  desert 
such,  or  refuse  to  assist  them  when  they  are  in  distress :  but  it  is  a  rule  of  prudence,  to 
choose  for  friends,  or  to  apply  to  those,  when  we  are  in  any  trouble  or  difficulty,  whose  sincerity 
and  faithfulness  haVe  been  tried  and  experienced. 

In  the  choice  of  friends  it  may  be  prudent  to  have  some  regard  to  equality  of  age,  as  well 
as  circumstances,  and  to  an  agreement  of  sentiments  and  dispositions. 

If  you  are  to  avoid  the  conversation  of  the  openly  vicious,  (as  was  before  observed)  you  are 
to  inake  friendship  only  with  men  of  known  and  approved  virtue.  Let  those  be  your  friends 
whom  God  himself  loves;  the  meek,  the  humble,  the  peaceable  who  abhor  strife  and  contention. 
Solomon's  caution  against  familiarity  with  men  of  a  contrary  disposition  is  delivered  with  some 
peculiar  concern  and  earnestness :  "  Make  no  friendship,**  says  he,  "  with  an  angry  man,  and 
^with  a  furious  man  thou  shalt  not  go ;  lest  thou  learn  his  ways,  and  get  a  snare  to  thy  soul,** 
Piov.  xxii.  24,  25.  You  may  likewise  consider,  whether  they  shew  a  good  economy  m  their 
owB  afiairs :  what  has  hitherto  been  their  behaviour  among  their  friends  and  acquaintance : 
what  proofs  they  have  given  of  fidelity,  discretion,  candour^  generosity.  The  more  good  jwro- 
vol-  V*  c 
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parties  meet  in  your  friend,  the  more  entire  and  comfortable  will  be  your  friendship,  and  the 
more  likely  is  it  to  be  durable,  Happy  is  the  man  who  has  a  few  friends,  true,  discreet,  ge^ 
nerous.  But  to  admit  into  intimacy  men  destitute  of  all  good  qualities,  who  neither  have  faith* 
fulness  nor  generosity  to  stand  by  you  in  distresses  and  aiHictions,  nor  wisdom  to  direct  you  in 
^difficulties,  would  be  onl^  to  increase  the  troubles  and  vexations  of  life,  without  abating  any 
of  them,  or  making  provision  for  a  perplexed  and  difficult  circumstance, 

Solomon,  who  was  sensible  of  the  blessing  of  a  true  friend,  and  has  described  the  advantages 
and  the  offices  of  friendship,  has  also  strongly  represented  the  disappointment  and  vexation  of 
misplaced  confidence.  Concerning  the  advantages  of  friendship  he  speaks  in  this  manner  :  «  A 
friend  loveth  at  all  times,  and  a  brother  is  born  for  adversity,*'  Prov.  xvii.  I7.  "  Two  are  bet- 
ter than  one,  because  they  have  a  good  reward  for  their  labour.  For  if  they  fall,  the  one  will 
lift  up  his  fellow :  but  woe  to  him  that  is  alone  when  he  falleth  :  for  he  has  not  another  to  help 
him  up/^  Again,  "  If  two  lie  together,  then  they  have  heat :  but  how  can  one  be  warm  alone? 
And  if  one  prevail  against  him,  two  shall  withstand  him  ;  and  a  three-fold  cord  is  not  easily 
broken,'*  Ecc.  iv.  9,  10,  11,  12.  But  then  he  has  observed  likewise  by  way  of  caution  and  ad'* 
monition :  **  Confidence  In  an.  unfaithful  man  in  time  of  trouble  is  like  a  broken  tooth,  and  a 
foot  out  of  joint, *^  Prov.  xxv.  12. 

When  you  Tiave  adopted  any  into  intimacy  and  friendship,  they  are  in  a  great  measure  upon 
a  level  with  relations.  Though  they  differ  somewhat,  I  shall  speak  of  them  jointly,  to  avoid 
prolixity. 

There  are  here  two  things  principally  to  be  aimed  at :  one  is,  that  friendships  and  alliances 
be  preserved  without  open  ruptures :  the  other  is,  that  whilst  there  remains  an  outwardshow  of 
friendship,  or  alliances  subsist,  there  may  be  a  real  harmony,  and  a  mutual  exchange  of  afiec- 
tions  and  serv^es. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  of  great  importance,  that  friendships  and  alliances,  once  contracted, 
should  be  preserved,  without  open  ruptures^.  For,  though  you  have  right  on  your  side;  yet* 
breaches  between  friends,  or  relatives,  are  seldom  without  scandal  to  both  parties.  But  if  you 
escape  that,  you  will  not  avoid  all  uneasiness  in  yourselves.  A  distant  strangeness,  or  open  va- 
riance, afler  mutual  endearments,  will  be  grievous  to  men  of  kind  and  generous  dispositions* 
The  other  end  is  the  preservation  of  real  harmony. 

In  order  to  secure  both  these  ends  several  things  are  of  great  use»  It  is  an  observation  of 
Solomon  relating  to  this  point :  "  A  man  that  has  friends  must  shew  himself  friendly,"  Prov, 
xviii.  24.  You  must  not  admit  a  selfish  temper.  You  are  to  be  concerned  for  your  friend's 
interest,  as  well  as  your  own. 

As  perfection  is  not  to  be  found  on  earth,  you  are  to  be  prepared  and  disposed  to  overlook 
some  faults.  You  are  not  to  know  every  thing  which  you  see  or  hear.  "  He  that  covereth  a 
transgression  seeketh  love ;  but  he  that  repeateth  a  matter,  separateth  very  friends,**  Prov^  xvii.  9* 
**  A  fool's  wrath  is  presently  known  :  but  a  prudent  man^covereth  shame,*'  ch.  xii.  16.  If  any 
-difference  happen,  drop  it  again  as  soon  as  you  recover  your  temper.  "The  beginning  of  strife 
is  as  when  one  letteth  out  water :  therefore  leave  off  contention,  before  it  be  meddled  with/* 
xh.  xvii.  14.     You  are  not  to  break  with  a  friend  for  a  small  matter. 

The  better  to  secure  the  lasting  love  and  good-will  of*  your  friends,  aim  not  barely  at  the 
preservation  of  a  real  affection  for  them,  and  the  performance  of  reaJ  services ;  but  consult 
likewise  the  manner  of  performing  benefits.  You  think  this  worthy  of  your  regard  in  order  to 
gain  a  friendship  :  why  should  you  not  also  for  preserving,  or  cherishing  it  ? 

Indeed,  all  good  offices  should  be  done  in  an  obliging  manner.  And  friendly  actions  are  to 
be  improved  by  friendly  words.  There  is  a  polite  piece  of  advice  in  the  book  of  Ecclesiasticus  : 
**  My  son,  blemish  not  thy  good  deeds ;  neither  use  uncomfortable  words,  when  thou  givest 
any  thing.  Shall  not  the  dew  assuage  the  heat  ?  So  is  a  word  better  than  a  gift.  Lo,  is  not  » 
Wjprd  better  than  a  gift?    But  both  are  with  a  gracious  man,"  Ecc.  xviii.  15,  16,  17« 

Trespass  not  too  far  on  the  goodness  and  affection  of  the  kindest  and  most  loving  fiiend  or 

*  It  will  not  be  amiss  to  transcribe  here  a  passage  of  Pho-  vov  ^raysr  oi  ya,^  mpog  rss  P'X»j  ^iag-oco'sis  T^y  oAjjv  tfpdat^ 

.tins.     Some  readers  will  be  pleased  to  see,  how  this  thonght  psffiv  syKpavXilaa-i  rwv  afffpuntooy,  kou  a  rov  vmavtm  fiovou, 

is^expressed  by  so  fine  a  writer.    Mij  ra^vs  r^ff^a  ^evyyveiv  eis  aX\a  wn  rov  avamoy  «^  ntpf  oungv  vtoyotay  nardortwo'iif. 

'piXioLV  ev^sv^as.  St,  vravtt  rp^ifajtov  hciMv  a\vr*v  avrrrjpst,  Phot.EpJ  1;  p.  27. 

airoy  rg  BrAij<r<«  ays^v  ro  ^a^,  vXy  u  fi^rptw  tjwxijf  xir^tfj 
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rdative  by  too  frequent  contradictions,  especially  in  matters  of  small  moment ;  or  by  too  keen, 
or  too  frequent  jests,  or  by  any  seeming  neglect,  or  a  rude  familiarity  :  but  whilst  you  use  the 
openness,  freedom  and  confidence  of  a  friend,  oblige  yourselves  to  the  same,  or  very  near  the 
same  outward  forms  of  civility  and  respect  with  which  you  receive  a  stranger.  This  must  be  of 
some  importance,  because  few  men  can  persuade  themselves ,  that  they  are  really  beloved,  when 
they  seem  to  be  despised. 

4.)  The  last  thing  to  be  spoken  to  is  usefulness  to  others.  Though  I  am  giving  rules  and 
directions  chiefly  to  young  people,  who  are  but  setting  out  in  the  world  j  yet  I  think  ,it  not  pro- 
per to  omit  entirely  this  matter,  there  being  few  good  and  innocent  persons,  however  young, 
who  have  not  also  some  generosity ;  and  they  are  apt  to  be  forming  designs  of  usefulness  to  other 
men,  as  well  as  of  advancement  for  themselves. 

There  are  two  branches  of  usefulness ;  one  concerning  the  interest  of  civil  society,  the  other 
the  interest  of  truth  and  religion  j  or  the  temporal,  and  the  spiritual  good  and  welfare  of  men. 
One  branch  of  usefulness  is  serving  the  interest  of  civil  society.  For  this  every  man  may 
be  concerned,  having  first  carefully  informed  himself  about  it,  that  he  may  make  a  true  judg- 
ment wherein  it  consists.  You  should  manifest  a  steady  regard  to  the  public  welfare  upon  every 
occasion  that  requires  your  assistance :  shewing,  that  you  are  not  to  be  imposed  upon  by  false 
pretences,  and  that  your  integrity  is  inviolable  ;  that  you  will  not  for  a  little  present  profit,  nor 
for  all  your  own  personal  share  in  the  world,  sell,  or  betray  the  welfare  of  the  public,  and  of 
mankind  in  general.  If  you  maintain  this  steadiness  in  the  way  suitable  to  your  station,  it  wilt 
procure  you  weight  and  influence.  I  suppose  this  m^y  be  more  advisable,  than  to  imitate  those;, 
who  out  of  a  forward  zeal  for  the  public  have  been  so  far  transported  as  to  leave  their  proper 
station,  and  set  upon  reforming  the  world,  hoping  to  root  out  at  once  all  abuses  and  corruptions. 
From  some  things  that  have  already  happened  in  the  world,  in  almost  every  age  and  pait  of  it, 
one  may  safely  foretell  what  will  be  the  issue  of  such  an  undertaking.  You  will  be  baffled,  and 
then  despised.  Possibly,  Solomon  has  an  eye  to  such  attempts  as  these,  when  he  says :  **  Be 
not  righteous  overmuch,  neither  make  thyself  overwise  :  why  shouldst  thou  destroy  fibyself  ?*' 
Ecc.  vii.  16. 

It  is  a  regular  and  becoming  deportment  in  a  man's  own  proper  station,  which  is  most  likely 
to  give  him  weight  and  authority.  Go  on  therefore  by  a  just  discharge  of  all  the  duties  of  your 
condition,  to  lay  up  a  stock  of  reputation  and  influence.  To  do  this  will  be  great  prudence^ 
and  to  improve  it,  as  occasions  offer,  or  to  hazard  and  lay  it  all  out  for  the  good  of  the  public,  in 
a  case  of  emergency,  will  be  both  prudent  and  generous. 

Tlie  other  branch  of  usefulness  is  promoting  the  interest  of  truth  and  religion.  There  are 
three  or  four  rules  to  be  observed' here,  which  may  be  collected  from  some  directions,  and  the 
example  of  our  blessed  Lord  and.  his  apostles.  "  Cast  not  your  pearls  before  swine  :  if  they  per- 
secute you  in  one  city,  flee  into  another :  instruct  men,  as  they  are  able  to  bear  it :  use  mild- 
ness  of  speech,  and  meekness  of  behaviour." 

These  rules  partly  regard  our  own  safety,  and  partly  the  best  way  of  obtaining  the  end 
sdmed  at.  For,  as  every  good  man  ought  to  have  a  zeal  for  the  happiness  of  others,  and  par- 
ticidarly  for  promoting  truth  and  virtue  }  so  it  is  a  point  of  prudence  to  pursue  such  good  ends 
in  the  use  of  those  means,  which  are  most  likely  to  obtain  them,  and  with  as  little  danger  or 
damage  to  ourselves  as  may  be. 

TTie  first  is  a  rule  delivered  by  our  Saviour  :  "  Give  not  that  which  is  holy  unto  the  dogs, 
neither  cast  ye  your  pearls  before  swine,  lest  they  trample  them  under  their  feet,  and  turn  again 
and  rend  you,*'  Matt.  vii.  6.  There  is  a  rule  of  like  import  in  the  Proyerbs :  "  Speak  not  in 
the  ear  of  a  fool,  for  he  will  despise  the  wisdom  of  thy  words.***  Prov.  xxiii.  9.  This  too  is 
partly  the  desi^  of  that  direction  whicb  St^  Paul  gives  to  Timothy :  describing  some  men,  that 
th<^  had  a  "  form  of  godliness,  denying  the  power  of  it ;  from  such,**  says  he,  "  turn  away,** 
2  Tim.  iii.  5.  Leave  them,  as  men  whom  you  have  no  prospect  of  doing  any  good  to.  Our  Lord 
himself  observed  this  rule :  for  he  rarely  addressed  himself  directly  to  the  pharisees,  but  rather 
taught  the  people  :  and  his  disciples  afterwards  having  made  a  tender  of  tlie  gospel  to  the  Jews, 
when  they  rejected  it,  went  from  them  to  the  Gentiles.     Acts  xiii.  4G. 

The  true  character  of  those  men  whp  are  not  the  subjects  of  instruction  is  this  ;  they  "  trust 
m themselves,  that  they  are  righteous,  and.  despise  others,**  Luke  xviii.  9.  Again:  «  Theif 
heart  ia  waxed  gross,  and  their  ears  are  dull  of  hearing,  and  their  eyes  have  they  closed  j  lest  at 
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any  tiitt6  they  ihbuliX  See  with  their  eyes,  and  hear  with  their  ears,  and  should  be  converted  and 
healed,*'  Matt.  Jciii.  15. 

^  These  art  not  to  be  instructed.  Nor  would  they  admit  a  direct  address  and  application  to 
be  made  to  them.  You  may  warn  others  against  them,  you  may  weep  over  them,  you  may  pray 
for  them,  but  you  cannot  teach  them.  It  is  a  dangerous  thing  to  offer  them  any  service  to  en- 
lighten  them.  li'they  are  not  under  some  external  restraints,  they  turn  again  and  rend  you.  If 
therefore  upon  trial  you  meet  with  men  of  this  character  and  disposition,  you  are  to  retreat  as 
•well  as  you  can.     The  most  that  can  be  thought  of  is  to  wait  foca  better  opportunity. 

However,  our  blessed  Lord  gives  this  charge  to  his  disciples  :  "  What  I  tell  you  in  darkness, 
that  speak  ye  in  light ;  and  what  ye  hear  in  the  ear,  that  preach  ye  upon  the  house-top,** 
Matt.  X.  27.  Proclaim  the  doctrine  you  have  heard  from  me  publicly  wherever  you  go,  and  do 
all  that  lies  in  your  power  to  recommend  it  to  all  men.  And  it  must  be  owned,  that  they  who 
have  an  opportunity  of  applying  to  great  numbers  of  men,  either  by  discourse  or  writing,  have  a 
vast  advantage ;  and  they  are  bound  by  their  fidelity  to  Christ,  and  by  all  that  is  dear  and 
Sacred  in  truth,  religion,  and  virtue,  to  improve  this  advantage  to  the  utmost  of  their  ability. 
If  they  scatter  abroad  the  principles  of  religion,  some  will  fall  upon  good  ground,  whence  may 
be  expected  a  plentiful  harvest. 

The  second  rule  relating  to  this  matter  is,  "  If  they  persecute  you  in  one  city,  flee  into 
another,**  Matt.  x.  23.  You  may  decline  the  heat  of  men's  rage  and  displeasure,  and  reserve 
yourselves  for  better  times,  or  for  more  teachable  and  better  disposed  persons.  Of  the  first  be- 
lievers  after  our  Lord's  ascension  it  is  said :  «<  And  at  that  time  there  was  a  great  persecution 
against  the  church  that  was  at  Jerusalem,  and  they  were  all  scattered  abroad  throughout  the 
regions  of  Judea  and  Samaria,  except  the  apostles,**  Acts  viii.  1.  It  is  likely,  the  apostles  had 
some  special  directions  from  the  Holy  Ghost,  not  to  depart  from  Jerusalem,  and  they  there  en* 
joyed  accordingly  a  special  protection  :  but  the  rest  of  the  believers  left  Jerusalem  for  the  present, 
and  shifted  for  themselves,  as  they  could,  in  other  parts.  Nay  we  afterwards  find  apostles  alsa  ob«- 
$erving  this  rule.  Peter  having  been  delivered  out  of  prison  by  an  angel,  after  he  had  been 
put  in  custody  by  Herod,  "  departed  and  went  to  another  place,**  Acts  xii.  I7.  "  Of  Paul  and 
jBarnabas  it  is  related,  that  when  at  Iconium  "  there  was  an  assault  made  both  of  the  Gentiles, 
and  also  of  the  Jews,  to  use  them  despitefuUy ;  they  were  aware  of  it,  and  fled  unto  Lystra 
and  Derbe,  cities  of  Lycaonia,  and  unto  the  region  that  lies  round  about,  chap.  xiv.  5,  6. 

Thirdly,  teach  men  as  they  are  able  to  bear  it.  So  did  our  blessed  Lord.  Says  the  evange- 
list :  "  And  with  many  such  parables  spake  he  the  word  unto  them,  as  tbey  were  able  to  hear 
It,'*  Mark  iv.  33.  So  he  taught  the  disciples  also,  delivering  some  things  with  some  obscurity, 
because  they  were  not  able  to  bear  a  plain  and  ftiU  revelation  of  them  :  "  I  have  yet  many  things 
to  say  unto  you,  but  ye  cannot  bear  them  now,**  John  xvi.  12.  This  may  be  the  fault  of  men, 
tliat  they  are  not  able  to  hear  every  truth  plainly  spoken  :  but  yet  there  must  be  some^  compli- 
ance and  condescension  in  this  respect.  **  And  I,  brethren,**  says  St*  Paul  to  the  Corinthians, 
^<  could  not  speak  unto  you  as  unto  spiritual,  but  as  unto  carnal,  even  as  unto  babes  in  Christ 
Jesus.  I  have  fed  you  with  milk,  and  not  with  meat,  for  hitherto  ye  were  not  able  to  bear  it,** 
1  Cor.  iii.  1,  2.  You  must  therefore,  as  the  apostles  did,  **  become  all  things  to  all  men,  that 
by  all  means  you  may  save  some,**  1  Cor.  ix.  22.  You  are  not  to  depart  from  your  own  inte- 
grity, nor  your  proper  character:  but  so  far  as  can  be  done  consistent  with  these,  you  are  to 
suit  your  instructions  to  men*s  abilities  and  conditions. 

Fourthly,  in  this  work  use  great  mildness  of  speech,  and  meekness  of  behaviour.  You  are 
not  to  provoke  any  that  are  teachable  by  reflecting  on  their  want  of  understanding,  nor  to  suffer 
your  zeal  to  degenerate  into  rudeness.  It  has  been  observed  by  some,  that  the  apostles  of  Christ 
were  eminent  examples  of  an  excellent  deconim  in  their  discourses,  and  in  their  whole  bcr 
haviour.  And  among  other  directions  to  Timothy  St  Paul  has  not  failed  to  recommend  par- 
ticularly meekness  of  behaviour,  as  the  most  likely  method  of  reclaiming  men  from  their  errors. 
«The  servant  of  the  Lord  must  not  strive,  but  be  gentle  to  all  men,  apt  to  teach,  patient,  in 
meekness  instructing  them  that  oppose  themselves,  if  God  peradventure  will  give  them -repent- 
ance to  the  acknowledgment  of  the  truth,**  2  Tim.  ii.  24,  25.  That  you  may  gain  men  to  truth 
and  virtue,  apply  the  strongest  arguments  to  their,  reason  and  conscience,  without  a  con- 
temptuous treatment  of  their  persons  or  prejudices. 

These  gentle  methods  of  reformation  will  be  generally  preferred  by  good  men,  and  may  be 


Digitized  by 


Google 


For  the  Use  qf  young  Peopk.  13 

reckoned  the  most  probable  means  of  conviction  :  but  I  do  not  deny,  that  some  faults  and  follies^ 
of  men  may  fitly  be  ridiculed  ;  and  some  men  may  be  rebuked  sharply  by  proper  persons,  and 
with  all  authority.  All  which  is  no  more  than  putting  in  practice  the  direction  of  Solomon  ^ 
•*  Answer  a  fool  according  to  his  folly,  lest  he  be  wise  in  his  own  conceit,*'  Prov,  xxvi,  5. 

I  have  now  set  before  you  some  general  rules  of  prudence,  and  some  particular  directions 
concerning  divers  branches  of  conduct.  But  you  are  not  to  suppose,  that  prudence  is  to  be 
learned  by  rule^  only.  It  is  rather  a  habit,  which  must  be  gainea  by  observation,  action  and 
experience.  Suffer  not  yourselves  to  be  embarrassed  and  perplexed  with  a  great  multitude  and 
variety  oi  rules,  nor  be  over  solicitous  about  a  proper  decorum ;  for  too  great  anxiety  always^- 
spoils  the  performance.  In  a  word,  be  but  fully  master  of  your  own  character,  and  possessed 
of  an  habitual  desire  of  pleasing,  together  with  a  modest  persuasion  that  you  shall  do  well,  and 
you  will  do  so. 

There  can  be  no  occasion  for  me  to  add  a  particular  recommendation  of  the  study  of  pru- 
dence, having  before  shewn  the  necessity,  and  the  grounds  and  reasons  of  it.  The  text  itself 
demonstrates  the  lawfulness  and  expedience  of  prudent  conduct.  Nor  can  any  be  altogether  in- 
sensible of  the  importance  of  it  to  success  in  life.  Virtue,  learning,  the  knowledge  of  arts  and 
sciences,  are  like  diamonds,  that  have  an  intrinsic  value,  but  must  be  set  and  polished,  before-^ 
they  are  fit  for  show  or  use.  Though  divers  other  natural  and  acquired  accomplishments  may 
procure  affection  and  esteem,  it  is  discretion  only  that  can  preserve  them. 

I  am  not  apprehensive  of  any  abuse  of  the  directions  here  laid  down.  They  have  no  ten- 
dency to  make  men  selfish  or  cunning.  They  are  designed  for  the  young  and  unexperienced ; 
as  likewise  for  the  honest,  the,  good-natured,  and  the  generous,  of  any  age  and  condition^ 
Though  you  should  be  simple,  they  who  are  designing  will  practise  their  arts  of  subtlety  and 
mischief.  By  a  prudent  behaviour  you  will  not  encourage  their  evil  practices,  but  only  secure 
yourselves  against  them,  and  be  better  qualified  for  success  and  usefulness  in  the  world. 

After  all,  you  are  not  to  depend  upon  your  own  care  and  prudence,  but  to  recommend  your- 
selves and  your  honest  well-laid  designs  to  the  divine  protection  and  blessing.  It  has  beep  seen 
by  those  who  have  diligently  observed  human  counsels  and  events,  "  that  the  race  is  not  to  the 
swift,  nor  tlie  battle  to  the  strong,  neither  yet  bread  to  the  wise,  nor  yet  riches  to  men  of  un- 
derstanding, nor  yet  favour  to  men  of  skill,  but  time  and  chance  happeneth  to  them  all,*'  Ecc*^ 
ix.  11.  As  all  human  affairs  are  liable  to  accidents  and  disasters,  a  firm  persuasion,  and  serious 
regard  to  the  overruling  providence  of  God,  which  is  not  limited  by  the  present  scene  of 
things,  cannot  but  contribute  to  your  happiness,  by  preparing  your  minds  for  all  events,  and  en- 
abling you  to  bear  afflictions  and  disappointments  with  patience. 

It  may  likewise  be  one  good  foundation  of  happiness,  to  admit  but  moderate  affections  for 
the  great  things  of  this  world.  If  you  are  truly  religious,  you  may  be  content  with  a  little,  and 
will  manage  that  well.  Without  a  great  estate,  by  frugal  and  prudent  conduct,  you  may  have 
enough  for  yourselves,  and  your  immediate  dependents ;  and  be  able  to  do  good  to  others  also.. 
Happy  had  it  been  for  some  men,  as  well  as  for  the  public,  if  from  the  very  first,  and  all  their 
days,  they  had  rather  aimed  to  be  wise  and  good,  than  rich  or  great.  Finally,  if  you  do  good 
for  the  sake  of  doing  good,  which  is  a  noble  principle  ;  and  with  a  view  to  future  rewards,  whicli 
are  incomparably  great,  and  certain :  you  will  not  be  much  concerned,  though  you  miss  of  pre- 
sent rewards,  which  you  know  to  be  but  trifles,  and  never  were  your  principal  aim. 

May  you  then  add  to  virtue  prudence,  and  abound  in  both  yet  more  and  more  ;  that  you 
may  escape  the  snares  of  the  wicked,  and  the  misapprehensions  of  the  weak  ;  may  have  success 
in  business,  acceptance  with  mankind,  happiness  in  friendship  and  every  private  relation ;  may 
be  useful  members  of  civil  society,  and  of  the  church  of  God  ;  may  enjoy  contentment,  and 
peace  of  mind  in  all  events:  and  at  length  obtain  the  distinguished  recompences,  which  God,, 
who  is  infinitely  wise  and  holy,  will  bestow  upon  those  who  have  not  only  been  "  undefiled  ia  - 
the  way,"  Psalm  cxix.  1,  but  have  also  advanced  the  welfare  of  their  fellow-creatur^  and  the 
honour  of  his  name  in  the  world. 
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A    CAtTION    AGAINST 

CONFORMITY  TO   THIS   WORLD 

TWO  DISCOURSES  ON  ROMANS  xii.  2. 


DISCOURSE    L 

And  be  not  conformed  to  this  world.     Rom.  xii.  2. 

This  chapter  contains  directions  for  the  practice  of  many  virtues.  It  begins  with  exhortations 
of  a  generd  nature,  recommended  with  great  earnestness :  "  I  beseech  you  therefore,  brethren, 
by  the  mercies  of  God,  that  jjre  present  your  bodies  a  living  sacrifice,  holy,  acceptable  to  God, 
which  is  your  reasonable  service.  And  be  not  conformed  to  this  world,  but  be  ye  transformed 
by  the  renewing  of  your  mind.*'  In  the  remaining  part  of  the  chapter  are  recommended  to 
Christians  divers  virtues ;  such  as  humility,  faithfulness,  and  diligence  in  the  improvement  of 
their  talents  and  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  several  stations,  undissembled  love  of 
each  other,  patience  under  afflictions,  a  love  of  peace,  forbearance  of  enemies,  and  even  kind- 
ness to  them  if  the^  are  in  distress. 

My  present  design  is  to  consider  the  cautionary  direction  of  the  text :  "  And  be  not  con^ 
forinea  to  this  world."  By  the  world,  as  you  well  know,  in  the  New  Testament,  and  in  com- 
mon  discourse,  is  often  meant  this  present  state,  and  the  things  of  it.  It  likewise  sometimes 
denotes  the  sinful  customs  and  practices  of  men  who  live  in  this  world  j  or  the  bad  men  of  the 
world  who  live  according  to  the  lusts  of  the  flesh,  as  if  they  looked  for  no  other  happiness,  but 
what  consists  in  the  possessions  and  enjoyments  of  this  world :  and  so  generally  had  men  abani 
doned  themselves  to  sin  and  folly,  that  Satan  is  spoken  of  as  the  **  god  of  this  world,"  2  Cor.  iv.  4,. 
as  if  he  had  been  the  deity  they  acknowledged  and  worshipped. 

Indeed  before  the  coming  of  Christ,  and  the  publication  of  his  gospel,  human  nature  lay  in 
a  very  deplorable  and  degenerate  condition,  being  generally  involved  m  great  darkness  and  ig^ 
norance,  and  under  the  power  of  irregular  and  exorbitant  appetites  and  affections :  little  virtue, 
either  in  the  Heathen  or  the  Jewish  world  :  things  contrary  to  reason  practised  by  men  of  every 
rank :  the  very  principles  of  the  guides  and  instructors  of  men  too  much  suited  to  extenuate 
vice,  or  too  weak  to  cneck  the  torrent  of  it ;  and  oflen  recommending  little  else  but  a  bare  pert 
foijnance  of  external  acts  of  religion,  without,  and  in  the  stead  of,  real  virtue  and  true  piety.  : 

The  apostle  therefore  now  writing  to  the  Christians  at  Rome,  judged  it  necessary  at  the 
beginning  of  his  practical  directions,  to  caution  them  against  being  carried  ^way  with  the  stream 
of  irreligion  and  wickedness  :  and  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  still  there  may  be  reason  Tor  such  a 
caution.  The  gospel  may  have  made  some  considerable  alteration  in  the  world.  Yea,  it  ought 
to  be  owned,  that  the  world  has  been  greatly  reformed  and  amended  thereby.  It  has  blessed 
many  with  juster  sentiments  concerning  God  and  the  way  of  serving  him.     It  has  also  had  a 

S)Oa  effect  upon  the  manners  of  men ;  and  many  have  been  influenced  by  the  good  principles 
ey  have  received.  Great  numbers  have  been  preserved  from  sins  tliey  otherwise  would  not 
have  escaped.  Others  have  reached  to  degrees  of  virtue  which  they  never  would  haverattained 
without  its  assistance:  and  the  number  of  truly  good  and  upright  men  is  not  so  smalt  as  for-^ 
merly ;  but,  we  may  reasonably  suppose,  much  enlarged  and  increased. 

Nevertheless  there  are  many  whose  lives  are  not  agreeable  to  the  rules  of  right  reason,  or 
the  precepts  of  the  Christian  religion.   And  though  it  should  be  allowed,  or  charitably  supposed 
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and  hoped,  that  they  are  not  now  the  most,  who  act  contrary  to  the  precepts  of  re%fon  ;  yet 
B  caution,  not  to  be  conformed  to  the  world,  may  not  be  useless  or  needless.  If  there  are  but 
few  who  act-as  menof  the  world,  and  are  principally  influenced  by  the  things  of  this  present 
life ;  yet  considering  the  deceitfulness  of  our  hearts,  the  bias  of  inclination  to  some  sins,  and  the 
force  of  only  a  few  bad  examples  (especially  where  there  are  many),  it  miy  be  reasonable  to* 
guard  against  imitation  of  them,  or  conformity  to  others  in  that  which  is  evil. 
In  discoursing  on  this  text  I  shall  take  the  following  method  : 

1.  I  shall  endeavour  to  shew  the  design  and  meaning  of  this  direction. 

II.  I  intend  to  consider  the  importance  of  observing  it,  and  ofier  some  reasons  and  arguments 
against  conformity  to  this  world. 

III.  After  which,  I  shall  conclude  with  a  few  reflections. 

1.  I  shall  endeavour  to  shew  the  design  and  meaning  of  this  direction. 

And  hereby  is  not  to  be  understood,  that  we  are  studiously  to  avoid  all  conformity  and 
agreement  with  men  of  the  world.  We  all  agree  in  one  common  nature,  and  perform  the  ordi- 
nary functions  and  operations  of  the  animal  and  rational  life  :  and  we  are  to  provide  for  the 
-wants  and  necessities  of  nature,  as  well  as  other  men.  Nor  does  the  apostle  design  to  restrain^ 
or  forbid  a  diligent  pursuit  of  the  comforts  and  advantages  of  this  life,  m  any  methods  that  are- 
lawful  and  innocent :  but  what  he  means  is,  that  we  should  not  be  led  aside  by  multitudes,  or 
'by  any  of  those  we  converse  with,  into  the  practice  of  any  thing  sinful  and  unlawfuL 

But  beside  this  general  explication  of  the  words,  I  would  mention  some  particulars,,  ia  which: 
we  ought  not  to  be  conformed  to  others,  how  much  soever  such  things  may  prevaiL 

1.  We  are  not  to  be  conformed  to  the  world  in  thos^  sins  which  are  called  sins  of  the  flesh.^ 
tin  this  caution  the  apostle  very  probably  has  an  eye  to  these  things^  inasmuch  aa  they  were' 
very  generally  indulged  among  the  heathens,  with  whom  the  Christians  at  Rome  were  sur- 
rounded.   So  he  writes  to  the  Ephesians :  "  This  I  say  therefore,,  and  testify  in  the  Lord;. 
that  ye  henceforth  walk  not  as  other  gentiles  walk,  in  the  vanity  of  their  minds,  having  the  un- 
derstanding darkened,  being  alienated  from  the  life  of  Grod,  through  the  ignorance  that  is  in. 
•them,  because  of  the  blindness  of  their  heart :  who  being  past  feeling  have  given  themselves^ 
over  to  lasciviousness,  to  work  all  uncleanness  with  greemness.     But  ye  have  not  so  learned 
Christ  if  so  be  that  ye  have  heard  him>  and  have  been  taught  by  him,  as  the  truth  is  in  Jesus  ;. 
'that  ye  put  oft\  concerning  tlie  forn^er  conversation,  the  old  man,  which  is  corrupt  according 
to  the  deceitful  lusts.**  Eph.  iv.  17—2^-    He  requires,  that  such  things  be  "  not  once  named," 
ch.  v.  3y  among  Christians ;  that  is,  that  there  be.  no  instances  of  such  transgressions  among; 
them :  but  that  they  behave  "  as  becometh  saints  ;  and  have  no  fellowship  with  the  unfruitful 
.works  of  darkness,  but  rather  reprove  them,"  ver.  11,  He  likewise  directs,  that  •*  foolish,  talking; 
,and  jesting,  which  are  not  convenient,"  ver.  4,  should  quite  cease  from  among  them. 

Nor  are  we  to  indulge  ourselves  in  any  intemperance  or  excess,  that  disorders  the  reason^ 
prejudices  the  health,  and  indisposes  for  the  duties  of  life.  "  And  be  not  drunk  with  wine,, 
wherein  is  excess,"  Eph.  v.  18.  We  are  not  to  be  guilty  of  compliance  here.  Though  some 
should  take  it  ever  so  much  amiss,  that  we  will  not  be  like  them,  or  hear  them  company  therein, 
we  are  resolutely  to  decline  a  conformity  with  them.  Thus  St.  Peter,  referring  to  tne  prevailing 
customs  of  heathens :  "  For  the  time  past  of  our  life  may  suflSce  us  to  have  wrought  the  will  of 
the  gentiles,  when  we  walked  in  lasciviousness,  excess  of  wine,  revellings,  banquetings,.  and  abo- 
minable idolatries  i  wherein  they  think  it  strange,  that  you  run  not  with  them  to  the  same  excess 
of  riot»  speaking  evil  of  you,"  1  Pet.  iv.  3,  4.  So  it  was  then.  And  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  still 
amoi^  some,  and  in  some  places,  this  kind  of  excess  is  so  common,  that  not  a  few  may  be 
tempted  by  the  customariness  of  it. 

2.  Christians  are  not  to  be  conformed  to  the  world,  or  the  men  of  it,  in  any  injustice^, 
either  in  the  way  of  fraud  or  violence^  Says  St.  Paul  to  the  Ephesians :  . "  Let  him  that 
stole  steal  no  more;  but  rather  let  him  labour,  working  with  his  hands  the  things  which  is 
good»"  Eph.  iv.  28.  Among  the  ancient  laws  of  God  delivered -to  the  Israelites  are  such  as 
.these  :  "  Ye  shall  do  no  unrighteousness  in  judgment,  in  mete-yard,  in  weight,  or  in  nieasure. 
Just  balances,  just  weights,  a  just  ephah,  a  just  hin  shall  ye  have.^  I  am  the  Lord  your  God, 
iriuch  brought  you  put  of  the  land  of  Egypt,"  Lev.  xix.  35,  36.  Solomon  observes :  "  A  false 
babiice  is  abomination  to  the  Lord  ;  but  a  just  weight  is  his  delight,"  Prov.  xi.  L  And  God. 
JHmself  by  his  prophet  reproves  prevailing  injustice  in  this  manner :  "  Are  there  yet  the  trea- 
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9nres  of  wickedness  in  the  house  of  the  wicked,  and  the  scant  measure  that  is  abominable  ?  Shaft 
I  count  them  pure  with  the  wicked  balances,  and  the  bag  of  deceitful  weights?**  Mic,  vi*  10,  11; 
Christians  then  certainly  ought  to  be  fair  and  open  in  their  dealings,  and  to  do  to  every  man 
what  is  just  Though  we  could  unobserved  detain  what  is  rightfully  due  to  any,  we  should  not 
withhold  it.  We  are  not  only  to  decline  tinreputable  methods  of  gain,  which  all  men  would 
condemn,  and  cry  out  of;  but  every  artifice  that  is  unjust  and  unequal,  however  common  with 
gome,  and  secure  from  the  cognizance  of  human  laws.  We  should  be  willing  to  exert  ourselves 
to  secure  to  others  their  rightful  ^possessions  against  unjust  invaders;  but  should  never  employ 
our  power,  or  art,  or  influence,  for  getting  into  our  hands  what  belongs  to  others.  Though  a 
good  man  does  notcihoose  to  be  oppressed,  and  would  use  all  proper  measures  to  secure  himself 
from  wrong ;  yet  he  would  much  rather  suflfer,  than  do  an  injury.  To  be  wronged  of  his  pos- 
sessions, or  rightful  inheritance,  by  the  artifices  of  designing  persons,  might  be  matter  of  much 
grief* and  concern ;  but  to  treat  others  in  suchawray,  never  enters  into  his  heart:  nor  would 
any  consideration  whatever  prove  a  temptation  to  such  iraiidulent  proceeding.  He  would  rather 
lose  what  he  has,  than. gain  the  greatest  estate  by  an  act  of  injustice. 

3.  Christians  are  not  to  be  conformed  to  the  world,  or  the  men  of  it,  in  thepractice  of  known 
feisehood.  It  is  one  of  St.  Paul's  practical  directions  to  the  Epliesians:  «  Therefore,  putting 
away  lying,  «peak  every  man  truth  with  his  neighbour:  for  we  are  members  one  of  another," 
Eph.  iv.  25.  The  words  we  use  are  to  express  the  sense  of  our  minds.  We  are  not  to  promise 
any  thing,  but  what  we  intend  to  do:  and  when  ^e  have  promised,  we  are  to  perform  according 
-to  our  engagements.  Nor  does  it  seem  consistent  with  truth  and  sincerity  to  make  pompous 
.profie«sions  of  affection,  respect  and  esteem,  beside,  and  beyond  the  sense  of  our  minds :  crjeating 

thereby  vain  dependences,  and  big  expectations ;  for  x)ur  own  present  interest  possibly,  but  to 
the  real  detriment,  and  lasting  and  piercing  vexation  and  disappointment  of  those  who  have 
been  deceived  by  us.  A  Christian  also,  one  would  thinic,  should  reckon  it  incumbent  on  him 
to  have  a  regard  to  truth  in  lesser,  as  well  as  in  greater  matters.  However  customary  it  may 
be  with  some  people  to  be  at  the  same  time  at  home  to  some,  and  abroad  to  others,  and  to  direct 
their  attendants  to  deliver  a  known  falsehood,  and  to  persist  in  it:  a  man  of  honour  and  con« 
^science  will  scarce  encourage,  or  approve  a  practice,  which  is  a  breach  upon  sincerity,  and  may 
:have  pernicious  consequences. 

I  need  not  add  here,  that  if  we  are  not  to  trangress  the  rules  of  veracity  in  our  ordinary  dis- 
course  and  conversation,  much  less  may  we  falsify  upon  solemn  occasions:  when  beside  the 
.weight  of  our  own  credit,  we  call  God  to  be  witness  to  the  truth  of  what  we  say. 

4.  We  are  not  to  conform  to  the  world,  and  the  men  of  it,  in  a  profane  use  of  the  name  of 
God.  Reverence  is  always  due  to  the  Supreme  Being:  in  which  they  ^pear  to  be  defective, 
who  upon  trivial  occasions  appeal  to  God  for  the  truth  of  what  they  say.     If  any  should  insist, 

-that  they  do  it  sometimes  without  knowing  they  do  so,  or  thinking  of  it:  they  only  shew  thereby, 
^at  they  have  been  long  habituated  to  a  practice  which  is  not  to  be  justified.  For,  is  it  not  an 
oflence  to  attest  insignincant  points  with  an  oath?  which  is  a  solemn  and  awful  thing,  not  to  be 
introduced  into  society,  but  ior  deciding  matters  of  weight  and  importance.  A  sober  and  con- 
siderate heathen  or  deist,  who  has  upon  his  mind  a  serious  sense  of  religion,  would  not  approve 
that  the  Divine  Being  should  be  mentioned,  or  spoken  of  in  such  a  light  and  irreverent  manner, 
as  would  be  judged  a  contemptuous  use  of  the  name  of  a  great  man.  .  And  shall  Christians  ven- 
ture upon  such  an  use  of  the  name  of  God,  who  have  so  much  more  reason  to  love  and  honour 
him?  Is  it  not  strange  and  surprising,  that  a  sin,  to  which,  as  is  often  said,  there  is  so  little 
temptation,  should  be  so  common  as  it  is,  among  those  who  are  called  by  that  honourable  nsune? 
But,  however  common  it  may  be  among  some,  chiefly,  I  think,  of  the  higher  and  lower  ranks  of 
men  (in  wiiich,  as  well  as  in  some  other  things,  they  too  much  agree),  let  us  not  be  conformed 
to  them  therein. 

Nor  can  it  he  lit  for  lis  to  stake  our  salvation,  or  life,  or  credit,  for  the  truth  of  matters  of 
little  or  no  consequence,  as  some  frequently  do.  This  is  a  practice  that  is  not  to  be  reconciled 
to  the  reason  of  any  thoughtful  and  considerate  person,  who  has  a  sense  of  religious  obligations, 
.and  is  concenaed  for  the  good  order  and  welfare  of  society.  And  our  blessed  Lord  has  inter- 
p'esed  here,  and  has  expressly  forbid  not  only  the  swearing  by  the  name  of  God  in  conversation, 
and  the  ordinary  commerce  of  life,  but  also  those  lesser,  or  more  diminutive  oaths,  in  which  the 
name  of  God  is  not  expressly  invoked.    ^  Ye  have  heard,  that  it  has  been  said  hy  [or.rather  toj 
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tiiem  of  old  tiine;  thou  shalt  not  forswear  thyself,  but  shalt  perform  unto  the  Lord  thine  oaths. 
But  I  say  unto  you;  swear  not  at  all,"  Matt.  v.  33,  34-.  Our  Saviour  does  not  intend  to  forbid 
swearing  upon  solemn  and  momentous,  but  only  upon  trivial  and  ordinary  occasions :  "  neither 
by  heaven,  for  it  is  God's  throne:  nor  by  the  earth,  for  it  is  his  footstool:  neither  by  Jerusalem, 
for  it  is  the  city  of  the  great  King.  Neither  shalt  thou  swear  by  thy  head,  for  thou  canst  not 
make  one  hair  white  or  black.  But  let  vour  communication  .be  yea,  yea;  nay,  nay:  for  what- 
soever is  more  than  these  cometh  of  evil.  These  directions  of  our  Lord  are  sufficiently  clear, 
and  easy  to  be  applied  by  men  of  these  times. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  add,  that  if  invocations  of  the  Deity  ip  a  light  manner,  and  upon  trivial 
occasions,  be  evil;  it  is  still  a  more  aggravated  offence  to  call  upon  God  to  condemn  or  destroy 
others  upon  occasion  of  none,  or  very  trifling  affronts  and  injuries. 

5.  We  are  not  to  be  conformed  to  the  world  in  idleness  and  mispending  of  time.  Thougli 
it  should  be  the  custom  of  some,  or  of  many  around  us,  to  devote  their  time  and  abilities  to 
trifling  matters,  of  little  or  no  use  and  benefit  to  themselves  or  others ;  they  are  not  to  be  fol- 
lowed or  imitated  by  us.  Diversions  are  allowable,  if  they  are  innocent  in  themselves,  and  if 
they  are  made  use  of  by  us  as  a  refreshment  of  our  wearied  spirits,  and  that  we  may  be  better 
fitted  for  employments  of  a  higher  nature.  But  diversions  are  ilot  to  be  suffered  to  grow  up 
into  constant  employments,  and  to  thrust  out  useful  and  necessary  business.  Then  they 
become  sinful:  for  this  life  is  our  only  opportunity  of  providing  for  eternity:  and  therefore  it 
would  be  lost,  if  spent  in  eating  arid  drinking,  and  pla^ring,  without  making  preparation  for  a 
future  state.  If  we  rightly  consider  the  shortness  01  life,  the  work  we  have  to  do,  tlie  many 
avocations  that  are  almost  unavoidable;  we  shall  think,  that  time  ought  not  to  be  squandereci 
and  thrown  away,  but  improved  with  care  and  diligence. 

A  lai^e  part  of  most  men's  time  is  requisite  for  providing  the  necessaries,  or  comforts  and 
conveniences  of  Hfe.  If  they  should  indulge  sloth  and  idleness,  they  would  be  reduced  to  want 
and  poverty.  If  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life  are  provided  to  our  hand  for  us,  we  may 
be  well  employed  in  improving  our  minds,  and  in  serving  and  helping  others. 

And  do  we  think,  that  we  have  no  occasion  to  employ  some  time  in  private,  in  serious  medi- 
tation  and  reflection  upon  ourselves,  and  our  more  public  and  ordinary  conduct?  Are  we  satis- 
fied that  all  is  right  already,  and  that  our  behaviour  is  without  fault,  or  that  there  is  no  room 
lefl  for  amendment?  May  it  not  be  of  use  to  take  some  time  to  review  our  diversions  and  amuse- 
ments, our  transactions  in  business,  and  even  our  acts  of  pubUc  worship? 

Time  very  oflen  runs  waste  in  conversation,  and  yet  we  ought  not  to  be  unsociable  and  un- 
friendly. Should  we  not  therefore  be  glad  to  render  that  time  more  profitable?  As  for  those 
who  have  superior  abilities,  or  any  superior  advantage  in  point  of  age,  character  and  station : 
may  they  not  do  well  to  aim  at  raising  and  improving  friendly  conversation?  and  should  not 
others  be  ready  to  join  in  such  attempts,  and  to  set  forward  those  topics  that  are  instructive  and 
edifyinp;,  as  well  as  entertaining?  that  those  seasons  may  not  be  altogether,  and  always,  void  and 
empty  spaces,  of  which  we  can  give  no  good  account;  but  useful  and  beneficial:  such  as  all 
may  be  able  to  reflect  upon  with  pleasure,  and  some  with  thankfulness,  long  aflerwards. 

6.  We  are  not  to  be  conformed  to  the  world  in  a  censorious  temper,  and  detractii^  speech 
and  discourse.  Some  there  are,  who  scarce  think  any  thing  well  done,  but  what  is  done  by 
themselves :  who  have  a  mean  opinion  of  the  abilities  and  performances  of  other  men,  or  seem 
to  have  so :  and  by  artfully  lessening  and  detracting  from  them,  they  endeavour  to  bring  the 
rest  of  mankind  into  the  like  sentiment. 

Some  men  have  a  vast  acquaintance  with  the  private  affairs  and  actions  of  their  neighbours, 
but  more  eispecially,  as  it  seems,  with  their  weaknesses  and  failings :  and  having  a  good  deal  of  . 
knowledge  of  this  kind,  it  is  not  easy  for  them  to  hide  such  a  treasure.  Men  who  have  a  great 
deal  of  knowledge  are  usually  fond  rf  shewing  it,  and  sometimes  even  among  those,  who  set  no 
value  upon  the  sciences  they  are  masters  of:  but  men  are  apt  to  be  communicative  of  this 
knowledge  above  any  other,  because  discoveries  of  this  sort  are  generally  acceptable:  the 
smallest  trifle  of  this  nature  being  more  eagerly  sought,  and  more  readily  embraced  by  abund- 
ance of  people,  than  relations  of  great  and  noble  actions. 

There  can  be  no  good  reason,  why  men  should  be  prying  and  inquisitive  into  the  private 
affilre  of  families,  or  particular  persons.  When  such  things  are  known,  there  can  be  very  seldom 
any  good  purpose  served  by  divulging  them.     If  they  are  mentioned  at  all,  certainly  there  can 
VOL.  v.  -  D 
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be  no  good  reason  for  giving  them  a  wrong  turn,  making  things  appear  worse  than  they  ar^, 
concesding  circumstances,  that  might  alleviate  an  imprudence;  and  possibly  adding  some  otherfll^ 
tliat  tend  to  aggravate  and  enhance  it. 

This  must  be  Owned  to  be  an  unreasonable  practice :  but  yet  it  is  not  uncommon.  Though 
e<^ery  man  is  tender  of  his  own  good  name,  how  many  act,  as  if  the  reputation  of  other  men 
and  their  families  was  a  thing  of  small  value  in  their  esteem ! 

We  are  therefore  to  be  upon  our  guard  here.  We  are  not  to  form  and  raise  stories  to  the 
prejudice  of  others.  Nor  are  we  to  report  what  we  have  heard  without  reserve,  or  caution,  oc 
any  good  occasion  for  so  doing.  Nay,  it  might  be  well  if  sometimes  we  would  decline  receiving 
relations  of  this  kind,  that  the  practice  of  tale-bearing  may  be  the  more  effectually  discouraged: 
or,  if  we  cannot  well  avoid  hearing  them,  however  doing  it  without  any  satisractionp  real  or 
apparent,  and  diverting  the  discourse  to  other  matters,  as  soon  as  may  be. 

If  we  do  not  arrive  at  this  degree  of  perfection,  yet  let  us  take  heed,  that  we  be  not  rash 
and  severe  in  our  censures;  nor  condemn  and  exclaim  against  actions  and  conduct,  of  which 
we  know  but  very  few  circumstances. 

We  are  all  too  apt  to  transgress  in  many  things,  and  in  few  things  more,  than  in  an  abuse  of 
the  faculty  of  speech.  Says  St.  James :  "  My  brethren,  be  not  many  masters,  knowing,  that 
we  shall  receive  the  greater  condemnation :  for  in  many  things  we  offend  all.  If  any  man  o£fend 
not  in  word,  the  same  is  a  perfect  man,  and  able  to  bridle  the  whole  body,"  James  iii.  1,  2. 

I  might  here  particularly  caution  and  argue  against  loading  men  with  censures  aad  reproaches 
on  account  of  their  differing  from  us  in  matters  of  speculation.  For  whereas  upon  other  occa« 
sions  some  turn  the  imprudences  of  others  into  heinous  sins;  here  men  oflen  make  that  a  crime 
which  is  a  virtue.  They  censure  men  as  abandoned  of  Ood,  and  in  a  state  of  damnation,  for 
believing  certain  opinions,  which  possibly  are  true  and  reasonable :  but  if  they  be  false,  still 
those  persons  would  not  deserve  to  be  severely  censured  by  us,  if  they  have  honesUy  used  their 
best  endeavours  in  the  search  of  truth.  Let  us  not  be  conformed  to  others  in  such  a  temper 
and  conduct  as  this.  But  when  men  differ  from  us,  let  us  take  the  more  favourable  side  of  the 
question;  and  hope,  that  though  they  are  mistaken,  as  we  think,  yet  they  do  not  err  wilfully, 
or  obstinately,  but  that  they  are  open  to  conviction,  and  afe  sincere  and  upright.  But  at  present 
I  say  no  more  of  this  matter.  • 

7.  We  are  not  to  be  conformed  to  this  world,  or  the  men  of  it,  in  a  luxurious  and  extravagant 
course  of  life*  And,  have  we  not  reason  to  be  upon  our  guard  here?  Is  not  this  a  prevailing 
and  general  fault?  Has  it;  not  invaded  all  ranks  ana  orders  of  men?  Is  not  this  one  of  the  sins 
of  our  days  ?  And  does  it  not  manifestly  bring  upon  us  many  distresses  and  calamities,  and 
threaten  us  with  more  ?  Does  not  extravagance  prevail,  not  in  one  thing  only,  but  in  all  ?  Is  it 
not  seen  in  diet,  apparel,  furniture,  equipage,  diversions,  and  in  every  article  of  expense  that 
can  be  named  ? 

What  can  be  said  in  defence  of  that  **  gaming,  in  various  forms,  which  has  been  so  greatly 
improved  and  cultivated ;  in  which  great  numbers  of  people  have  attained  such  exquisite  skiu 
and  understanding?  Is  not  this  the  ordinary  diversion,  or  rather  business  of  many  among  us; 
of  rich  and  poor,  high  and  low,  young  and  old  ?  Are  there  not  numerous  instances  of  this  prac- 
tice, which  are  plainly,  and  extremely  unreasonable  ?  Certahily,  it  cannot  but  be  offensive  to 
see  those  gaming  for  sums  of  money,  be  they  greater  or  smaller,  who,  so  fkr  as  can  be  judged 
by  their  outward  appearance,  are  extremely  destitute :  and  it  must  be  a  manifest  and  heinous 
immorality,  for  men  to  mispend  time,  and  hazard  sums  of  money  in  this  way,  whose  families  arc 
unprovided  with  things  necessary  for  their  support. 

If  then  transgressions  of  this  kind  are  common  with  any  of  our  rank  and  acquaintance,  wc 
6ught  to  be  upon  our  guard,  and  take  heed  that  we  be  not  conformed  to  them.  For  gaming  is 
altogether  improper  for  some :  and  to  be  addicted  to  it,  or  to  hazard  large  sums  of  money  thii 
way,  must  be  unreasonable  in  all.  The  loss  of  time,  hazard  of  estate,  health,  temper  and  virtue, 
with  which  tliis  practice  is  attended,  should  either  entirely  deter  men  from  it,  or  at  least  induce 
them  to  be  very  careful  not  to  exceed. 

But  this  is  not  the  only  thing  to  be  avoided  by  us.     There  are  many  other  ways  of  profuaek- 

*  If  any  should  find  this  discoone  too  long  for  one  readings  an  Act  of  Parliament  has  passed  for  the  more  effectual  pre- 
tbey  may  break  off  here.  venting  of  excessive  9nd  deceitful  gaming.    AU  wise  men»  I 

*^  Since  thc^  discoones  were  composed  and  prouoance^^     am  persuaded,  agree  ia  wishing  it  may  haye  a  good  effect* 
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and,  when  tSiii  is  the  case :  ivhen  frugality  is  tinreputable ;  whep  economy  is  thought  to 
be  below  all  people  of  rank,  of  both  se!ses ;  when  they  who  make  a  decent  appearance,  and  pay 
to  all  what  is  justly  due  to  them,  and  relieve  and  support  distressed  families,  and  are  liberal  in 
BTomoting  divers  good  works :  when  such  as  these  can  scarce  maintain  their  credit  in  the  world, 
&  want  of  pomp  and  splendour,  and  a  glittering  shew  and  appearance ;  then  certainly  we  have 
need  to  be  upon  our  guard  against  that  profuseness,  which  is  above  our  circumstances,  which 
m^t  exhaust  our  substance,  involve  us  in  perplexing  and  inextricable  difficulties,  and  hazard 
the  total  loss  of  that  little  virtue  that  remains  in  us. 

8.  Another  thing,  in  which  we  ought  not  to  be  conformed  to  this  world,  is  uneharitableness 
in  things  of  a  religious  concern.  This  we  may  have  reason  to  guard  against :  for  the  pride  of 
<>ur  hearts, .  the  good  opinion  we  are  too  apt  to  have  of  ourselves,  disposes  us  very  much  to  be 
oflfended  with  those  who  differ  from  us.  Therefore,  if  unfavourable  sentiments  of  some  persons, 
and  a  severe  treatment  of  them,  be  common,  we  are  in  great  danger  of  being  misled.  Indeed 
HtM  has  often  been  a  common,  though  it  be  an  heinous  injustice.  It  has  been  common  among 
diose  who  have  been  the  people  of  fiod  by  profession,  as  well  as  among  ignorant  heathens  and 
idolater.  How  strangely  a  blind  2eal,  or  uncharitable  temper  toward  such  as  differed  from 
th^n,  raged  among  the  Jewish  people,  we  see  in  the  history  of  the  New  Testament ;  particu- 
larly in  their  treatment  of  the  apostle  Paul,  and  other  harmless  disciples  and  followers  of  Jesu^ 
Christ.  If  we  were  to  look  into  the  history  of  Christianity,  since  it  prevailed  in  the  Roman 
empire,  and  observe  the  conduct  of  the  several  sects  and  parties  of  Christians ;  we  should  find 
it  a  difficult  undertaking  to  vindicate  the  conduct  of  any  one  of  them,  when  they  have  been 
uppermost,  and  have  lu^  power  in  their  hands<  Scarce  any  age  or  period,  but  affi)rds  instances 
of  nard  and  unrighteous  treatment  of  men  for  the  sake  of  some  differences  in  religious  opinions. 
Very  few  of  those  who  have  had  the  chief  direction  of  church-affiurs,  who  have  not  been 
blameable  for  some  rigour  and  uneharitableness  in  sentiment  or  practice.  And  oftentimes  they 
who  by  their  stations  have  been  guides  imd  teachers  of  others,  have  earnestly  inculcated  such  a 
zeal,  such  a  temper  and  conduct  toward  those  who  have  not  been  in  all  things  of  the  same  mind 
with  them,  as  is  extremely  unrighteous  and  unmerciful.  Nor  are  they  those  only  who  are  chief 
in  power  that  are  gmlty  in  this  respect:  for  they  also  who  are  few  in, number,  and  of  small 
auniority,  in  comparison  of  others,  will  sometimes  assume,  and  become  imperious  and  unchari- 
taU^  toward,  diose  who  diffi^  from  them  m  these  points^ 

This  then  is  a  very  common  fault;  and  because  comrmon,  the  greater  care  and  circumspec- 
tion ar^  necessary:  for  every  one  has  a  right  to  think  for  himself*,  and  is  obliged  to  determine 
according  to  the  best  of  his  own  judgment  and  understanding :  and  it  is  a  duty  incumbent  upon 
every  one  to  inquire  seriously  into  the  things  of  religion,  and  to  judge  according  to  evidence. 
Therefore  no  man,  or  body  of  men,  civil  or  e<:;clesiastical,  can  have  a  right  to  impose  religious 
creeds  or  articles  upon  other  men,  and  to  punish  them  for  not  assenting  to  ^hem.  Any  one  may 
prd|K)6e  reasons  and  arguments  in  behalf  of  his  opinions :  but  no  man  ought  to  enforce  absent 
any  further  than  his  arguments  convince. 

It  is  true,  no  one  has  a  right  to  do,  or  teach  any  thin|^,  that  is  contrary  to  the  peace  of 
society.  That  is  the  magistrate's  province.  But  where  opinions  are  innocent,  and  nave  no 
dir^  tendency  to  disturb  the  peace  and  quiet  of  others,  and  men  are  guilty  of  no  injustice, 
they  have  a  right  to  the  protection  of  the  power  of  the  society  in  which  they  uve,  and  ought  to. 
eii}oy  the  privil^es  of  peaceable  subjects. 

And  that  we  ought  to  avoid  a  persecuting,  and  a  malevolent  temper  and  conduct  with  regard! 
to  men  of  dHferent  sentiments,  and  to  practise  much  tenderness,  mildness,  forbearance  and  love, 
ia  apparent  not  only  from  the  reason  and  fitness  of  thines,  as  just  now  hinted^  but  also  from  the 
conduct  and  example  of  our  blessed  Lord  and  his  aposues,  and  from  the  mildness  of  the  princi- 
ples and  precepts  of  the  Christian  religion,  as  recorded  in  the  books  of  the  New  Testament  > 
wliich  was  not  planted  and  spread  in  the  world  by  force  and  violence,  by  human  authority,  and 
the  power  of  the  sword,  bpt  by  reason  and  argument,  and  the  example  of  a  holy  and  amiable 
Ufe  and  conversation.  Moreover,  the  Christian  religion  did  by  the  like  means  spread  and  pre- 
nil  for  a  good  while  after  the  death  of  Christ's  apostles,  and  their  fellow-labourers,  without 
baman  supports,  and  notwithstanding  frequent  and  violent  persecutions.  And  though  the  favour 
of  the  civil  power  and  authority,  upon  the  conversion  of  Constantine,  might  be  an  advantage 
fiv  a  widie :  yet  I  suppose,  it  may  be  allowed  to  be  a  just  observation,  tb&t  since  Christians, 
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instead  t)f  being  persecuted,  as  they  had  been  by  Jews  and  Heathens,  have  persecuted  one 
another,  Christianity  has  made  little  progress,  but  has  rather  lost  ground.  For  the  once  nume^ 
rous  and  flourishing  churches  of  the  East,  and  in  a  large  part  of  Africa,  have  been  all,  in  a 
manner,  long  since  swallowed  up  in  Mahoraetism.  And  I  presume,  it  may  much  dispose  us  to 
moderation  to  observe,  that  where  there  is  the  most  rigid  imposition,  and  tyrannical  govern- 
ment, as  in  the  church  of  Rome,  there  are  the  grossest  errors,  and  the  most  unreasonable  super- 
stitions, together  with  a  very  deplorable  corruption  of  manners,  especially  where  that  ecclesias- 
tical tyranny  is  at  the  greatest  height. 

Let  us  not  then  be  afraid  of  religious  liberty,  as  prejudicial  and  unfriendly  to  truth.  Let  us 
not  by  any  means  concur  in  any  methods  of  rigour  and  severity  toward  men  of  different  senti- 
ments, as  thinking  thereby  to  promote  the  interest  of  religion  and  virtue.  For  beside  that  such 
methods  are  in  themselves  unreasonable  and  unrighteous,  they  are  also  detrimental  to  the  cause 
of  truth. 

9.  Another  thing,  in  which  we  ought  not  to  follow  others,  is  indifference  about  the  things  of 
religion.  Of  this  men  may  be  in  danger  on  various  accounts.  Considering  the  many  differences 
and  dissensions  there  are  upon  this  head ;  the  animosity  and  fierceness  with  which  religious  dis- 
putes are  often  managed;  the  many  abuses  of  religion,  that  is,  its  name  and  profession,  by  hypo- 
critical, artful,  and  self-interested  men  ;  some  may  be  apt  to  take  offence,  and  to  determine,  no 
more  to  concern  themselves  about  it,  but  let  all  things  abroad  have  their  course  ;  whilst  they, 
for  their  part,  secure,  as  far  as  possible,  their  own  present  worldly  ease  and  advantage. 

Others  may  be  in  danger  oi  much  indolence  upon  this  head  from  other  considerations.  Re- 
ligion, say  they,  is  an  abstruse  and  difficult  thing.  Let  us  therefore  acquiesce  in  the  determi- 
nations of  our  superiors  and  governors  in  church  and  state,  and  believe  as  they  require  :  or,  let 
»8  follow  those  to  whom  we  are  allied,  and  do  as  they  desire,  especially  if  they  are  at  all  im- 
portunate, without  giving  ourselves  any  pain  about  this  matter. 

But  this  indifference  and  indolence  ought  to  be  guarded  against  Whatever  dissensions 
there  are  in  the  world,  partly  through  human  weakness,  partly  through  human  wickedness  and 
deceit,  there  is  a  difference  of  things.  Truth  and  virtue  are  realities,  built  upon  solid  founda- 
tions :  and  with  care  and  attention  the  great  and  general  principles  of  true  religion,  and  the 
main  branches  of  virtue,  may  be  discerned  from  error  and  vice. 

Every  man  therefore  should  endeavour,  to  the  best  of  his  power,  according  to  the  circum- 
stances he  is  in,  to  know  and  understand  the  chief  things  of  religion,  and  the  grounds  and  evi- 
dences of  them.  He  should  be  disposed  to  profess  the  truth  so  far  as  he  is  acquainted  with  it, 
and  to  appear  among  those,  who  make  a  public  acknowledgment  of  the  great  Creator  and 
Sovereign  of  the  world,  and  of  that  revelation  which  he  has  made  of  his  will  to  mankind.  He 
should  be  concerned  for  the  rights  of  conscience  in  general,  and  be  heartily  desirous  that  all  men 
may  enjoy  the  privilege  of  worshipping  God  according  to  their  light  and  knowledge.  He  should 
never  join  in  oppressing  others  for  conscience  sake:  but  according  to  his  station  and  circum- 
stances should  oppose  such  measures,  and  vindicate  those  who  are  any  way  injuriously  treated  on 
account  of  their  religious  sentiments. 

10,  and  lastly.  We  are  not  to  be  conformed  to  the  world,  or  the  men  of  it,  in  ^n  excessive 
and  inordinate  affection  for  earthly  and  temporal  things.  We  are  not  to  act  as  if  this  world  were 
our  home,  and  the  tilings  of  it^our  portion  and  our  all.  We  should  be  more  moderate  in  our 
desires  of  temporal  good  things,  and  less  afraid  of  the  evils  and  sufferings  of  this  life,  than  many 
are.  If  some  seek  the  things  of  this  world,  more  than  those  of  another;  and,  if  disappointments 
in  such  pursuits  plunge  them  into  incurable  grief  and  distress;  we  should  be  cautious  of  such 
intemperate  affection  for  earthly  things.  If  some  are  unreasonably  transported  with  successes  in 
their  worldly  designs,  and  are  elated  thereby  beyond  measure,  so  as  to  treat  others  with  scorn 
and  disdain;  we  should  be  ashamed  of  such  misbehaviour.  If  we  are  blessed  in  like  manner, 
let' us  thankfully  own  the  goodness  of  God;  but  "rejoice  as  though  we  rejoiced  not,  because 
the  fashion  of  this  world  passeth  away,"  1  Cor.  vii.  30,  31. 

Do  many  repine  and  murmur  against  God,  because  they  are  not  prospered,  as  some  otherg 
are  ?  and  is  tha'e  among  men  a  general  uneasiness  with  their  own  circumstances  ?  We  should 
be  contented  and  resigned;  that  it  may  appear,  we  acknowledge  the  over-ruling  providence  of 
God,  and  that  there  are  other  sources  of  joy  and  satisfaction,  beside  increase  and  abundance  of 
woridly  goods.     Whatever  condition  we  are  in,  especially  if  we  are  in  any  higher  station,,  let  us 
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not  **  seek  our  own'*  interest  only,  as  too  many  do,  "  but  every  one**  of  us  also  «  another's 
wealth,"  1  Cor.  x.  24. 

In  these  things  we  are  not  to  follow  or  imitate  other  men;  nor  in  any  thing  else  that  is  dis- 
honourable to  the  majesty  of  God,  ot  that  debaseth,  and  is  unworthy  of  our  rational  and  im- 
mortal nature,  or  that  is  injurious  to  our  fellow-creatures.  In  other  things,  which  are  not  con- 
trary to  reason,  or  express  revelation,  we  may  do  as  others  do:  we  may  enjoy  the  same  comforts, 
follow  the  same  employments,  take  the  same  diversions,  that  others  do;  and  may  use  the  lan- 
guage of  the  place  and  country  and  time,  wherein  we  live.  For  I  do  not  intend  to  cast  a  snare 
before  you,  or  raise  groundless  and  needless  scruples  in  any  man's  mind.  It  is  not  my  design 
absolutely  to  condemn  music,  or  dancing,  or  those  diversions,  in  which  chance,  or  hazaitl,  has  a 
part,  as  well  as  skill;  or  those  entertainments,  in  which  are  represented  the  humours  and  manners 
of  men,  and  the  revolutions  of  states  and  empires,  or  the  vicissitudes  of  particular  persons. 
These  things  I  do  not  look  upon,  as  in  themselves,  and  always  evil.  They  then  only  become 
evil,  when  they  are  perverted,  or  abused  (as  I  fear  they  often  are)  or  when  they  are  accidentally 
evil,  or  hurtful  to  us,  for  want  of  prudent  circumspection ;  which  is  necessary  every  where,  and 
at  all  times,  and  more  especially  upon  some  occasions. 

But  then  the  restrictions  and  cautions  before  mentioned  ought  to  be  here  remembered. 
Men  are  not  to  waste  their  time,  or  their  substance,  in  diversions  and  amusement.  They  ought- 
not  to  hazard  any  large  part  of  their  substance,  the  loss  of  which  might  be  any  considerable  in- 
convenience to  them.  They  should  decline  such  games  as  greatly  engage  them,  and  too  much 
raise  their  passions.  Men  may  do  well  to  take  heed,  tliat  no  amusements  rob  them  of  their 
wisdom,  or  their  seriousness,  or  their  importance  in  life.  If  any  indecency  appear  in  the  enter- 
tainments set  before  them,  they  ought  to  detest  and  resent  it,'  to  shew  their  dislike  and  abhor- 
rence of  it,  and  to  discountenance  it  in  the  way  best  suited  to  their  station  and  character.  We 
ought  ever  to  be  careful  to  avoid  familiarity  with  the  wicked:  and  it  should  be  esteemed  a  point 
of  prudence  rarely  to  be  neglected,  especially  by  young  persons,  not  to  venture  alone  where 
there  is  any  danger,  but  to  secure  to  themselves  the  company  of  some  sober  and  religious  asso- 
ciates ;  whose  presence  may  keep  off  some  temptations,  or  give  a  check  to  them. 

It  is  almost  needless  for  me  to  add,  that  I  do  not  understand,  or  explain  this  text,  as  regu- 
lating men's  outward  garb.  A  good  man  may  without  scruple  follow  the  fashion  of  his  country, 
and  the  habit  of  others  about  him,  of  the  like  rank  and  station  in  the  world.  St.  Peter  indeed 
gives  such  directions  as  these  to  women,  especially  the  married :  "  Whose  adorning,  let  it  not  be 
that  outward  adorning,  of  plaiting  the  hair,  and  of  wearing  of  gold,  and  putting  on  of  apparel : 
but  let  it  be  the  hidden  man  (rf'the  heart,  in  that  which  is  not  corruptible,  even  the  ornament  of 
4  meek  and  quiet  spirit,  which  is  in  the  sight  of  God  of  great  price,"  1  Pet.  iii.  3.  But  it  is 
easy  to  perceive  that  what  this  apostle  intends  hereby  is,  that  such  should  esteem  the  ornaments 
af  the  mind  above  those  of  the  body,  and  be  more  concerned  about  that  which  is  inward,  than 
that  which  is  outward.  God  declares  to  the  Jews  by  the  prophet  Hosea :  "  I  desire  mercy,  and 
not  sacrifice,"  Hos.  vi.  6.  But  no  one  understanils  thereby,  that  God  had  not  desired  sacrifice 
at  all,  but  that  he  preferred  mercy  above  sacrifice,  or  desired  the  one  more  than  the  other  :  as 
wpears  also  from  what  immediately  follows :  "  and  the  knowledge  of  God  more  than  burnt 
ororings."  So  likewise  our  Lord  says :  "  Lay  not  up  to  yourselves  treasures  upon  earth,  where 
moth  and  rust  doth  corrupt :  but  lay  up  to  yourself  treasures  in  heaven,  where  neither  moth  nor 
rust  doth  corrupt,  and  where  thieves  do  not  break  through  and  steal, '^  Matt.  vi.  19,  20.  He 
does  not  absolutely  forbid  to  seek,  or  lay  up  earthly  treasures ;  but  he  teaches  men  to  prefer 
heavenly  and  incorruptible  above  earthly  and  corruptible  treasures,  and  to  be  more  concerned 
for  the  one  than  the  other.  These  observations  are  to  be  applied  to  the  like  excellent  advices 
of  the  apostle  Paul  upon  the  same  subject:  **  In  like  manner  also,  (I  will)  that  women  adorn 
themselves  in  modest  apparel,  with  shamefacedness  and  sobriety ;  not  with  broidered  hair,  or 
gold,  or  pearls,  or  costly  array,  but  (which  becometh  women  professing  godliness)  with  good 
works,"  1  Tim.  ii.  9,  10. 

This  text  then  is  not  a  caution  against  complying  with  others  in  things  in  which  there  is  no 
harm,  but  against  following  men  in  that  which  is  really  evil  and, sinful. 

I  should  now  proceed  to  shew  the  importance  of  observing  this  cautionaiy  direction,  accord- 
ing to  the  explication  that  has  been  given,  in  its  several  branclies  and  articles.     But  that,  with . 
ai^ectiojoi  by  way  of  conclusion,  must  be  deferred  to  another  opportunity. 
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DISCOURSE  11. 

And  be  not  conformed  to  this  world. — Rom.  xiL  2. 

In  discoursing  on  these  words,  I  have  proposed,  in  the  first  place,  to  shew  the  design  and 
meaning  of  this  direction,  "  Be  not  conformed  to  this  world:*'  secondly,  to  shew  the  import*, 
ance  of  observing  it;  and  then  to  add  a  reflection  or  two  by  way  of  conclusion. 

II.  Having  formerly  explained  this  cautionary  direction,  I  now  proceed  to  the  second  head 
of  discourse;  to  shew  the  importance  of  observing  it,  and  to  ofier  some  reasons  and  arguments 
against  confoFinity  to  this  world. 

1.  It  is  plain  that  the  wise  aod  holy  apostle  esteemed  this  a  thing  of  no  small  moment  Hiis 
caution  is  placed  almost  at  the  head  of  the  practical  directions,  with  which  he  concludes  this 
large  and  copious  epistle  to  the  Romans :  and  I  suppose,  that  the  earnestness,  with  which  this 
adaress  begins,  ought  to  be  understood  to  be  continued  and  carried  on  in  the  words  of  the  text. 
"  I  beseech  you  therefore,  brethren,  by  the  mercies  of  God,  that  ye  present  your  bodies  a  liring^ 
sacrifice,  holy,  acceptable  to  God,  which  is  your  reasonable  service,"  ver.  1.  It  foUows :  *^  And 
be  not  conformed  to  this  world."  As  if  he  had  said:  and  by  the  consideration  of  the  same  mercies 
of  God,  in  which  you,  as  Christians,  have  partaken  abundantly,  be  persuaded  not  to  be  conformed  ta 
this  world,  and  to  be  upon  your  guard  against  complying  with  the  men  of  it  in  any  thing  that  ia  evU. 

2,  By  no  means,  upon  no  account,  be  ye  like  the  men  of  this  world  in  any  of  their  evil  and 
corrupt  practices.  Though  you  live  where  sin  abounds,  and  where  some  sins  are  even  fashiaO' 
able,  you  are  to  keep  yourselves  free  from  them.  Though  such  things  should  be  practised  and 
indulged,  not  only  hy  many,  but  by  the  most,  and  those  who  by  means  of  their  wit  and  fine 
parts,  or  by  their  high  quality  and  station  in  the  world,  can  give  reputation  to  whatever  they  do, 
and  make  almost  any  thing  appear  graceful;  you  are  not  to  be  moved  from  your  stedfastness  in 
virtue,  or  from  those  purposes  you  have  formed  upon  a  serious  and  deliberate  view  and  consi- 
deration  of  things.  ♦ 

Though  our  lot  should  be  cast  in  times  and  places,  in  which  there  are  few  who  love  true  re- 
ligion, and  walk  in  the  path  of  virtue ;  and  though  these^few  should  be  mean  in  their  outward 
appearance;  let  us  be  contented  to  have  our  portion  with  them:  and  though  in  the  way  of  irre^ 
Lgion  and  vice  should  be  found  the  learned,  the  rich,  the  great  and  honourable  of  this  world ; 
let  us  not  be  drawn  aside  by  their  example.  We  ought  not  to  \)e  induced  to  any  compliances 
that  are  sinful.  This  is  a  forbidden  and  dangerous  complaisance.  We  may  part  with  what  dse 
we  will  for  peace  sake,  and  for  the  good  of  others :  but  we  can  do  no  man  any  good  upon  the 
whole  by  parting  with  our  integrity.  I  say  upon  the  whole :  for  possibly  by  some  acts  of  wick^ 
edness  the  present  temporal  interest  of  some  particular  persons  may  be  aovanced :  but  it  is  a 
most  unreasonable  thing,  that  one  man  should  hazard  his  eternal  salvation  for  the  sake  of  the 
temporal  grandeur  of  another :  and  besides,  he  who  upon  any  considerations  whatever  violates 
the  laws  of  God  and  reason,  sets  his  neighbour  a  pernicious  example,  that  may  harden  him  in 
sin  to  his  final  and  utter  ruin. 

Let  us  not  then  go  over  to  those  who  are  involved  in  the  practice  of  vice:  but  let  us  do  all 
that  lies  in  our  power  to  bring  them  over  to  the  love  and  practice  of  true  holiness  :  and  for  this 
end  let  us  endeavour  to  set  religion  in  a  good  light.  Let  our  conversation  be  an  example  of 
strict  virtue  without  austerity.  If  our  mirth  be  without  levity,  let  us  also  be  serious  without 
moroseness  or  peevishness.  Above  all,  let  our  reliffion  be  sincere  and  undissembled ;  not  an 
empty,  though  solemn  profession,  but  a  real  principle,  producing  the  good  fruits  of  rightecais- 
Hess,  gentleness  and  mercy. 

5.  Herein,  it  must  be  owned,  there  is  no  small  difficulty ;  but  there  is  a  necessity  of  it,  unless 
the  world  were  so  reformed  that  all  in  general  were  wise  and  good.  Our  blessed  Lord  therefore 
says :  "  Enter  ye  in  at  the  strait  gate,  ibr  wide  is  the  gate,  and  broad  is  the  way  that  leadeth  to 
destruction,  and  many  there  be  which  go  in  thereat :  because  strait  is  the  gate,  and  narrow  is 
the  way,  which  leadeth  unto  life,  and  few  there  be  that  find  it,"  Matt.  vii.  13,  14.  And  says 
St.  John :  "  We  know,  that  whosoever  is  born  of  God  sinneth  not:  but  he  that  is  begotten  of  God 
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leqpelSi  himself,  and  that  wicked  one  toucheth  him  not    And  we  know  that  we  are  of  God,  and 
the  whole  world  lieth  in  wickedness/*  1  John  v.  18.  . 

4.  It  is  an  ancient  precept  in  the  law  of  Moses :  "  Thou  shalt  not  follow  a  multitude  to  do 
evil/'  Ex.  xxiii.  2.  And  Solomon  says  :  "  My  son,  if  sinners  entice  thee,  consent  thou  not:  my 
son,  walk  thou  not  in  the  way  with  them,  refrain  thy  foot  from  their  path,'*  Prov.  i.  10.  15.  Jt 
has  been  always  esteemed  by  wise  men  a  noble  and  commendable  resolution  of  Joshua :  "  As 
for  me,  and  my  house,  we  will  serve  the  Lord,'*  Josh.  xxiv.  15,  though  all  the  tribes,  and  other 
families  of  Israel,  should  forsake  the  Lord,  and  go  after  other  gods.  But  Christians  are  better 
fortified  against  the  temptations  of  numerous  examples  than  other  men,  and  have  stronger 
motives  to  steadfastness  in  virtue.  They  know  better  than  others  the  excellency  and  obligations 
of  true  holiness,  the  deformity  of  sin,  and  the  different  consequences  of  each.  If  it  would  be  a 
foult  in  other  men,  it  must  be  much  more  so  in  them  to  be  influenced  by  numbers  to  forsake  the 
paths  of  religion  and  virtue* 

5.  And  though  the  number  of  the  sincerely  good  and  resolutely  virtuous  may  be  small  in 
a  comparative  view,  yet  they  are  more  than  a  few  upon  the  whole.  Some  there  have  been  in  all 
affes,  who  have  approved  themselves  to  God  and  their  own  consciences.  Tlie  apostle  to  the 
Hebrews  having  given  a  catalogue  of  excellent  persons  from  almost  the  beginning  of  time,  some 
of  whom  "  endured  the  trial  of  cruel  mockings  and  scourgings,  being  destitute,  iafflicted,  tor- 
mented,'* Heb.  xi.  animates  the  Christians  of  lus  days  with  the  consideration  of  their  number^ 
when  collected  togefli^r.  "  Wherefore,"  says  he,  "  seeing  we  also  are  compassed  about  with 
fo  great  a  cloud  of  witnesses,  let  us  lay  aside  every  weight,  and  the  sin-  that  does  so  easily  beset 
us,  and  let  us  run  with  patience  the  race  that  is  set  before  us,**  ch.  xii.  1. 

6.  Some  singularity,  or  eminence,  and  uncommon  steadfastness  in  that  which  is  truly  good 
and  excellent,  is  very  becoming,  and  even  expedient  in  Christians.  How  can  it  be  other^vise  ? 
If  the  principles  and  precepts  of  their  religion  be  more  sublime,  pure,  and  perfect  than  those  of 
any  other  religion,  and  have  a  suitable  influence ;  must  they  not  necessarily  create  some  differ- 
ence between  them  and  other  men  ?  They  are  certainly  obliged  to  act  according  to  the  trulhji 
they  have  received.  They  gladly  would,*  that  others  should  keep  them  company:  but  if  they 
obstinately  refuse,  and  win  not  be  persuaded,  they  must  leave  them  behind,  and  follow  Jesus 
whither  he  leads  them.  "  If  ye  were  of  the  world,"  says  our  Lord  to  his  disciples,  "  the  world 
would  love  his  own :  but  because  ye  are  not  of  the  world,  but  I  have  chosen  you  out  of  the 
wcHidy  therefore  the  world  hateth  you,*'  John  xv.  19*  Christ  supposeth,  that  as  his  people  are 
not  of  the  world,  so  they  will  often  meet  witli  disagreeable  treatment  in  it :  but  they  are  to  re- 
member their  character,  and  to  endeavour  to  excel,  and  thereby  to  be  useful.  After  this  manna: 
he  speaks  to  his  people  and  followers  :  **  Ye  are  the  salt  of  the  earth :  but  if  the  salt  have  lost 
its  savour,  wherewith  shall  it  be  salted  ?  It  is  henceforth  good  for  nothing,  but  to  be  cast  out 
and  to  be  trodden  under  foot  of  meuL  Ye  are  the  light  of  the  world.  A  city  that  is  set  on  a  hill 
cannot  be  hid.  Neither  do  men  light  a  candle,  and  put  it  under  a  bushel,  but  on  a  candlestick^ 
and  it  giveth  light.to  all  that  are  in  the  house.  Let  your  light  so  shine  before  men,  that  they 
may  see  your  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven,"  Matt.  v.  13---16.  Says 
St.  Paul  to  the  Ephesians :  "  Be  not  ye  partakers  with  them  ;  for  ye  were  sometime  darkness, 
but  now  are  ye  light  in  the  Lord,*'  Eph.  v.  7,  8.  Once  more,  in  the  epistle  to  the  Philippians ; 
**  That  ye  may  be  blameless  and  harmless,  the  sons  of  God  without  rebuke,  in  the  miost  of  a 
crooked  and  perverse  nation,  among  whom  ye  shine  as  lights  in  the  world,**  Philip,  ii.  15. 

7*  Our  blessed  Lord  highly  approves,  and  will  reward  and  distinguish  those  who  are  faithful 
to  him  in  the  midst  of  temptations,  and  uphold  the  honour  of  his  name  in  the  world.  He  said 
to  his  disciples :  "  Fear  not,  little  flock,  tor  it  is  your  Father's  good  pleasure  to  give  you  the 
l^itigdom,'*  Luke  xii.  S2.  In  the  book  of  the  Revelation  he  encourages  some  by  his  ser\'ant 
John:  ^^  Thou  hast  a  few  names  even  in  Sardis,  which  have  not  defiled  their  garments:  and 
dley  riiall  walk  with  me  in  white,  for  they  are  worthy.  He  that  overcometh,  the  same  shall  be 
dodied  in  white  raiment :  and  I  will  not  blot  out  his  name  out  of  the  book  of  life,  but  I  will 
confess  his  name  before  my  Father,  and  before  his  angels,"  Rev.  iii.  4,  5. 

8.  finally,  there  will  he  much  comfort  and  satisfaction  of  mind  resulting  from  this  conduct, 
even  in  this  world.  The  context  su^ests  this  argument*.  **  Present  your  bodies,**  give  up 
j^ouradives  sincerdy  to  God,  as  **  a  livmg  sacrifice,  holy,  acceptable,  which  is  your  reasonable 
aervice*    And  be  not  conformed  to  this  worldi  but  be  ye  transformed  by  the  renewing  pf  your 
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mind."  Let  the  temper  of  your  mind  become  truly  religious,  spiritual  arid  heavenly,  inslead  of 
being  any  longer  sensual  and  carnal:  "  that  ye  may  prove  what  is  that  good,  and  acceptable,  and 
perfect  will  of  God."  Then  you  will  not  only  know  and  discern,  but  approve,  and  delightfully 
perform  that  reasonable  and  excellent  worship  and  obedience,  which  the  gospel  requires.  Hold 
on  then  in  the  way  of  religion  and  virtue,  notwithstanding  the  temptations  you  meet  with  to  de- 
cline and  forsake  it.  The  pleasure  will  be  great,  your  comforts  will  grow  and  increase,  and  yoU 
will  more  and  more  approve  the  choice  you  have  made  as  wise  and  reasonable. 
III.  I  shall  now  conclude  with  a  few  reflections. 

1.  **  Be  not  conformed  to  this  world."  Is  there  occasion  for  such  a  caution  as  this?  Is  the 
world  in  which  we  live  degenerate  and  corrupt  ?  and  are  we  liable  to  be  misled  and  ensnared 
by  it?  May  not  this  dispose  us  to  a  life  of  privacy  and  retirement?  or  reconcile  us  to  it,  if 
it  be  our  lot?  Must  not  this  also  abate  our  affection  for  this  world,  and  life  therein,  and 
increase  our  willingness  to  depart  out  of  it,  whenever  God  pleaseth  ?  If  we  be  continued  in  the 
world,  and  act  therein,  let  us  take  care,  both  that  we  be  not  ensnared  ourselves,  and  that  no  one 
be  the  worse  for  us.  Let  us  scorn  to  give  any  countenance  and  support  to  falshood  or  vice. 
Let  us  esteem  it  our  indispensable  duty  to  answer  the  ends  of  life.  If  preferment  will  not  be 
obtained  but  by  base  and  sinful  compliances,  let  us  give  over  all  thoughts  of  rising  in  the 
world.  If  we  cannot  keep  our  station  without  parting  with  our  integrity,  let  us  resign  it.  It 
is  better  to  live  with  a  good  conscience  in  obscurity  and  contempt,  than  to  enjoy  the  caresses 
and  applauses  of  fellow-creatures  in  the  way  of  fsushood  and  iniquity.  Better,  I  say:  for  tlie 
end  of  such  will  be  happy  and  glorious.  The  Psalmist  of  old  could  say:  "  I  had  rather  be  a 
xloor-keeper  in  the  house  of  my  God,  than  dwell  in  the  tents  of  wickedness:  for  the  Lord 
God  is  a  sun  and  a  shield.  The  Lord  will  give  grace  and  glory,  and  no  good  thing  will  he  with- 
hold from  him  that  walketh  uprightly.  O  Lord  of  hosts,  blessed  is  the  man  that  trusteth  in  thee," 
Psalm  Ixxxiv. 

2.  Let  us  each  one,  in  our  several  stations  and  circumstances,  attend  to  this  caution  r  "  Be 
not  conformed  to  this  world." 

You  that  are  young  possibly  will  admit  to  be  warned  and  admonished.  I  shall  therefore  re- 
mind you  of  a  few  particulars.  To  persons  of  your  age  the  world  and  many  things  therein  have 
peculiar  charms ;  and  what  is  customary  and  reputable  comes  to  you  with  strong  recommen-* 
dations,  and  must  be  very  taking.  You  are  desirous  of  esteem,  and  think  it  fit  and  becoming  in 
such  as  you  to  lay  hold  of  that  which  tends  to  render  you  acceptable  and  agreeable ;  or  to  raise 
and  advance  you  in  the  world.  But,  if  you  have  a  serious  sense  of  religious  things,  you  must 
be  aware  that  you  are  not  to  follow  the  example  of  others,  whether  right  or  wrong.  You  will 
do  well  therefore,  whilst  you  are  setting  out  in  the  world,  to  form  a  fixed  purpose  and  resolution 
of  mind,  that  you  will  govern  yourselves  by  the  rules  of  reason  and  revelation.  Take  heed  that 
the  commonness  of  some  sins  never  abate  tlie  horror  and  dread  you  once  had  of  them.  Avoid 
friendship  and  intimacy  with  the  corrupt  and  degenerate  part  of  mankind;  "lest  you  learn  their 
ways,  and  get  a  snare  to  your  soul,"  Prov.  xxii.  25.  Let  your  usual  companions  be  such  as 
appear  to  have  impressions  of  religion  upon  their  minds,  and  walk  in  the  paths  of  virtue.  You 
will  be  helpful  to  each  other;  good  beginnings  will  be  cherished  and  improved,  and  you  will 
keep  one  another  in  countenance,  if  you  should  meet  with  some,  who  are  so  vile  and  daring, 
as  io  scoff  at  religion  and  virtue,  and  ridicule  your  conscientious  respect  to  the  obligations  of 
either. 

But,  beside  the  young,  there  are  others  also,  to  whom  this  cautionary  direction  might  be 
addressed,  if  they  would  receive  it:  for,  as  the  young  are  liable  to  be  seduced  by  their  cotn- 
panions  and  equals ;  so  likewise  they  whc^  are  of  mature  age  may  be  in  danger  of  being  misled  by 
the  bad  example  of  some  of  their  equals  in  age  and  station ;  or  by  some  of  superior  station,  influence 
and  authority;  who  to  outward  appearance  are  serious  and  attentive,  but  it  is  only  to  the  honours, 
.riches,  preferments,  state,  and  grandeur  of  this  world.  Our  Lord  freely  reproved  such  people,  and 
warned  others  against  them ;  as  may  be  seen  at  large  in  the  twenty-third  chapter  of  St.  Mattliew's 
gospel,  and  elsewhere.  <«  Then  spake  Jesus  unto  the  multitude  and  to  his  disciples,  saying:  The 
scribes  and  pharisees  sit  in  Moses's  seat.  All  therefore  whatever  they  bid  you  observe,  that  observe 
end  do:  but  do  ye  not  afler  their  works:  for  they  say  and  do  not,"  Matt,  xxiii.  1—3.  "  But  all 
their  works  they  do  to  be  seen  of  men,"  ver.  5.  "  But  woe  unto  you,  scribes  and  pharisees, 
hypocrites:  .for  ye  shut  up  the  kingdom  of  heaven  against  men.    For  ye  neither  go  in  yourselves. 
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.  MitlMr  raftr  ye  them  diat  are  entering  to  go  in/'  ven  13.  Our  Lord  charged  his  disciples  to 
«  beware  of  the  leaven  of  the  pharisees,  which  is  hypocrisy,*'  Luke  xii.  1.  These  men  had  an 
outward  appearance  of  sanctity,  and  were  greatly  esteemed  by  many.  Nevertheless  they  were 
pli^ly  influenced  by  selfish  views,  which  prejudiced  them  against  the  truth,  and  led  them  also 
t0  obstruct  and  discountenance  those  who  were  well-disposed  to  it.  <<  How  can  ye  believe,"  said 
our  Lord  to  some  of  them,  '^  which  receive  honour  one  of  another,  and  seek  not  the  honour 
chat  Cometh  from  God  only?"  John  v.  44.  St  Paul  observes  to  Titus,  that  some  "  teach  things 
wfaii^they  ought  not,  for  filthy  lucre's  sake,"  Tit.  i.  11.  "  But,"  says  he,  *Vspeak  thou  the 
things  which  become  sound  doctrine,"  ch.  ii.  1.  He  earnestly  cautions  Timothy  against  a 
covetous  disposition,  which  had  been  fatal  to  some,  who  had  taken  upon  them  the  profession  of 
the  Christaui  religion;  saying,  ^  The  love  of  money  is  the  root  of  all  evil,  which  while  some 
coveted  after,  they  have  erred  from  the  faith,  and  pierced  themselves  through  with  many  sorrow^ 
J9kit  tbout  O  maa  of  God,  flee  these  things,  and  follow  afler  righteousness,  godliness,  faith,  love, 
fatfenee,  meekness,'"  1  Tim.  vi.  10,  11.  An  undue  love  of  wealth,  honour,  influence  and 
authorily»  may  be  as  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  relij^on  in  a  man's  mind,  as  an  inordinate  love 
ef  senauai  pleasure  \  and  there  may  be  as  much  need  lor  some  to  guard  against  the  example  of 
the  formal,  who  are  covetous,  ambitious  and  aspiring,  as  for  others  to  be  upon  their  guard 
lagainst  that  of  the  gay  and  voluptuous,  the  thoughtless  and  inconsiderate. 

Let  us  then  all  attend  to  this  cautionary  direction,  and  the  thoudits  annexed  to  it  in  the 
aame  verse:  '^  And  be  not  conformed  to  this  world,  but  be  ye  transformed  by  the  renewing  of 
your  mind ;  that  ye  ma^  nrove  what  is  that  ^ood,  and  acceptable  and  perfect  will  of  God." 

And  let  us  beg'  of  doa  to  assist  us  in  resisting  the  temptations  of  a  vain  world:  that  we  may 
aever  be  induced  to  follow  a  multitude  in  that  which  is  evd;  but  may  be  followers  of  those,  whd 
in  aacient  or  later  times,  have  given  an  example  of  lively  faith  and  sted&st  virtue :  that  we  may 
at  length  sit  down  with  them,  not  only  in  peace  and  safe^,  but  in  the  plentiful  posseti^n  of  th^ 
truest  xiches,  and  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  purest  and  sublimest  entertainments,  in  tlie  %ingdoffk 
of  hecvea  for  ever  and  ever.    Amen« 
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When  he  shaU  come  to  be  glorified  in  his  saints^  and  to  be  admired  in  all  them  that  believe. 

2  Thess.  i.  10.  . 

Whbn  our  Lord  comes  again,  he  eomes  to  ju^ge  the  world,  and  to  reward  every  man  acoord- 
mg  to  his  works ;  as  the  apostle  writes  in  his  context  to  the  Christians  at  Thessalonica,  who 
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su^red  persecution  for  the  gospel :  <'  It  ia  a  righteous  thing  with  God  t0  n^wMBpeiife  iribiihllioA 
to  them  that  trouble  you  j  and  to  you  who  are  troubled  rest  with  us  :  when  the  Lord  shall  be 
revealed  from  heaven  with  his  mighty  angels,  in  flaming  fire,  taking,  vengeajace  on  them  tiiat 
know  not  God,  and  that  obey  not  the  gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  shall  be.puniabed 
with  everlasting  destruction  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and  from  tide  glory  of  his  power; 
when  he  sjfiaU  come  to  be  glorified  in  bis  saints,  and  to  be  admired  in  all  waaa  that  beUeve  :** 
jthat  is,  when  he  shall  come  to  be  glorified,  in  the  eye  of  the  whole  world»  tn.the  punish- 
tnents  inflicted  on  the  final  and  irreconoiieahle  lenemies  of  God.  and  religion,  and  in  the  gloriow 
and  happy  circumstances  of  those  who  have  sincerely  embraced  the  truth,  and  haVie  been  under 
the  power  and  influence  of  it. 

We  may  improve  these  words,  by  observing  and  enlarging  eomewhi^  fJi^on  these  three-  pirc»» 
positions. 

I.  Christ  will  come  again. 

II.  When  he  come^  he  will  be  glorified  in  the  happy  and  advantageous  circumstances  of  hif 
Die. 

[II.  He  will  be  admired  by  all  who  have  believed  in  hinv  and  continued  fiuthfiil  to 
the  end.  >  .     . 

Prop.  I.  Christ  will  come  again.  This  is  no  less  certain,  than  that  he  once  dwek  ion  this 
earth.  The  time  is  still  a  secret  to  us»  and  perhaps  to  all  ordens  of  intellieent  creaturea:  but  itie 
jthing  itself  is  undoubted.  He  will  cotne  a^in  at  the  time  appointed  of  the  Father,  as  SU  Peter 
observes  in  one  of  his  first  sermons  after  the  descent  of  the  spirit:  '<  whmn  the  heayens  must  re- 
ipeiye,  /till  the  time  of  the  restitution  of  all  things,''  Acts  iiu  SI.  At  the  yery  instant  €£  his 
ascension,  his  disciples  were  expressly  assuied  of  it  by  two  angels:  **  This  same  Jesus^'^My  tbey« 
<<  which  is  taken  up  from  you  into  heaven,  .shall  soon  come  in  Uke  manner,  as  ye  have  seen  him 
4D0  into  heaven,'*  Acts  i.  11.  Our  X/)rd  himself  often  spoke  of  it  to  his  .diaciples»  and  wjth  the 
^Uest  assurance  of  the  certainty  of  theieveiit.  /5 1  go  to  prepare  a  place  £oat  you:  and  if  I  go 
and  prepare  a  place  for  you,  I  will  come  again,  and  receive  ]^ou  to  myaalf,  that  where  J  am, 
there  ye  may  be  also,"  John  xiv.  2,  3.  But  he  never  acquaints  them  with  the  time:  and 
because,  for  wise  reasons,  that  is  kept  secret,  he  frequently  exhorts  them  to  watchfulness  and 
circumspection.  ^^  Watch  therefore,  for  ye  know  not  what  hdur  your  Lord  doth  come.  Blessed 
is  that  servant,  whom  his  Lord,  when  he  cometh,  shall  find  watching.  Watch  therefore,  for  ye 
know  neither  the  day,  nor  the  hour,  when  the  Son  of  man  cometh.** 

But  though  the  time  is  unknown,  the  second  coming  of  their  Lord  is  no  less  the  object  of  the 
faith  of  God's  people  now,  than  his  first  comipg  was  pf  the  saints  under  former  dispensations : 
and  the  fulfilment  of  ancient  predictions,  in  his  first  coming,  confirms  the  hope  of  his  appearing 
again.  Nor  is  the  great  design  of  his  -coming  into  this  world  as  yet  accomplished.  He  will 
therefore  certainly  come  once  more,  to  complete  the  work  he  has  begun. 

We  also  know  €Dme  of  the  circumstances  of  his  expected  coming,  whic^  are  very  different 
from  those  of  the  fij-st.  Then  he  was  in  the  form  of  a  servant.  Hereafter  he  will  appear  in  the 
character  of  the  universal  Lord  and  Judge :  **  he  will  be  revealed  from  heaven  with  his  mighty 
angels,  in  flaming  fire :  he  will  come  in  the  glonr  of  the  Father,  and  all  the  holy  angels  with 
him:  he  will  sit  on  the  throne  of  his  glory,  and  before  him  will  be  gathered  all  nations." 

Prop.  II.  When  Christ  comes  again,  he  will  be  glorified  in  the  happy  and  advantageous  cir- 
cumstances of  his  people.  Here  we  may  observe  two  things :  first,  what  there  will  be,  at  that 
time,  in  thdr  circumstances,  which  will  r^ect  honour  upon  him.  Secondly,  what  pt^ections 
Jn  him  will  then  be  glorified  and  jappear  illustrious. 

1.  First,  what  there  .will  be,  at  that  time,  in  the  circumstances  of  his  people,  that  will  reflect 
.honour  and  lustre  upon  him.  There  will  be  such  things  as  these  j  the  perfection  of  their  holi- 
ness,  their  external  glory,  and  their  great  number. 

1.)  One  thing  in  Christ's  people,  which  will  then  reflect  honour  upon  him,  is  the  perfec- 
tion of  their  holiness.  They,  who  then  appear  among  his  i>eople,  and  are  owned  by  him,  are 
such  as  had  believed  in  him,  and  served  him  faithfuDv  in  this  world.  The  virtue  of  th€»e, 
which  here  had  some  alloys  and  imperfections,  will  then  be  completed.  "  The  church,  which 
he  loved,  and  for  which  he  gave  himself,  that  he  miffht  sanctify  and  cleanse  it  with  the  washiijg 
of  water  by  the  word,  will''  then  "  be  presented  to  him  a  glorious  churdi,  not  havii^  spot  or 
wrinkle,  or  any  such  thing,  being  h^y  and  without  blemish,'*  1^.  v..  35— «I7. 
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f.)'Attallfc»^ikigin'hwpeop^^  is  their  externar  glory,  ot 

the  rastre  c^theti^rsons  5  their  bodies  being  then  raised  up  immortal,  and  no  more  liable  to 
death,  or  diseases.  Soul  and  bddy  are  reunited,  free  from  all  the  infirmities  of*  sinful  and  mortal 
fleflAi;  They- have  enlarged  capacities,  fitted  for  the  noblest  services;  celestial  minds,  and  ce- 
lettial  bodies ;  bodieil^^tlo  longer  clogs  to  the  soul  in  its  divine  employments,  but  made  fit  for  a 
partnership  ^th  it  in  Uninterrupted,  endless  praise  and  happiness.  The  representations,  which 
the  scripture  gives  as  of  this  glory  of  the  saints,  are  to  this  purpose  :  "  So  also  is  the  resur^ 
notion  of  the  dead :  it  is  sown  in  corruptioli,  it  is  raised  in  incorruption ;  it  is  sown  in  disho- 
nour, it  is  raised  in  glory ;  it  is  sown  in  weakness,  it  is  raised  in  power ;  it  is  sown  a  natural  body, 
it  It  raised  a  spiritudlbody— The  first  man  is  of  the  earth  earthy,  the  second  man  is  the  Lord 
from  l^aveni  And' ad  we  have  b6rn  the  image  of  th6  earthy,  we  shall  also  bear  the  image  of 
the  heavenly,'*  1  Cor,  xv.  42— 49v  **  We  look  for  the  Saviour,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  shall 
change  our  vile  body,  tlmt  it  may  be  fashioned  like  unto  his  glorious  body,**  Philip,  iii.  21.  So 
8t  I^n).  And,  says  another  apostle :  **  It  does  not  yet  appear,  what  we  shall  be :  but  this  we 
Imow,  diat  when  he  shall  appear,  we  shall  be  like  him,  for  we  shall  see  him  as  he  is,'* 
1  Jchn  iiu  3.  ^ 

S.)  In  the  day  of  his  second  coming,  Christ  will  be  glorified  in  the  number  and  great  mul- 
titade  of  his  saints.  He  himiself  once  spoke  of  his  disciples  and  people,  as  a  *'  little  flock,'* 
Ijxke  XU.3&.  It  was  so  then  indeed.  Few  there  were  that  believed  in  him;  fewer  still,  who 
had  the  courage  to  own  him  publicly,  and  before  the  world.  Most  men  were  then  ignorant  of 
him,  or  (tended  at  him :  and  oftentimes  his  professed  visible  people  have  made  but  a  small  and 
inconsiderable  ^p^rance,  in  comparison  of  the  rest  of  the  world :  but  in  that  day,  the  number 
of  hdft  redeemed  <Mfles  will  appear  to  be  a  great  multitude  ;  when  all  who  have  held  the  faith  of 
JesQB,  or  diedin  the  hope  and  expectation  of  him,  in  any  age,  shall  be  gathered  together  from 
aU  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  shall  come  from  the  east  and  the  west  to  meet  their  triumphant 
IiOfd.  Says  St.  John  in  the  Revelation :  <<  After  this  I  beheld,  and  lo  a  great  multitude,  which 
BO  man  eoald^  number,  out  of  all  nations  and  kindreds,  and  peonle  and  tongues,  stood  before  the 
thione,  and  before  the  lamb,  clothed  with  white  robes,  and  palms  in  their  hands.  And  they 
died  with  a  loud  voice,  saying :  salvation  unto  our  God,  which  sitteth  on  the  throne,  and  unto 
tJ^  lamb,**  Rev.  vii.  9,  la 

If  Chrfit*s  people  uhd  followers  should  hot  then  appear  to  be  so  numerous,  as  those  who  bave 
not  known  him,  or  not  obey=ed  him ;  yet  they  may,  as  they  certainly  will,  be  a  great  number, 
exceeding  what  th«  xM>ntracted  charity,  or  the  melancholy  apprehensions  of  some  now  admit  of 
and  suppose.  There  may  be  many  among  his  saints,  not  only  out  of  all  nations  and  people, 
bot  also  oift  of  all  t eets  and  parties ;  some  of  which  were  far  fh>m  being  very  conspicuous  or 
renowned  on  this  earth.^ 

There  will  be  many  of  all  ranks,  of  different  gifts  and  attainments :  some,  of  sreat  learning, 
and  the  most  exalted  capacity ;  whopreferred  the  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  him  crucified, 
above  all  other  science,  as  best  suitea  to  secure  the  practice  of  virtue,  and  advance  it  to  the 
greatest  perfection  ;  and  to  support  the  mind  under  the  afflictions  of  this  life.  Others  there  will 
be,  of  meaner  capacities,  unable  by  the  exercise  of  their  own  reason,  to  trace  t)ut  the  principles 
and  obligations  or  religion  and  virtue^  or  to  comprehend  the  abstruse  speculations,  and  profound 
reuonings  of  thephilosc^her ;  who  from  the  doctrine,  miraculous  works,  great  example,  con- 
qpicuous  and  welUattested  death  and  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ,  have  learned  the  nature  and 
Obligation  of  true  religion,  as  eonskting  in  the  love  of  Grod  and  our  neighbour,  and  the  certainty 
^futnre  recompences ;  and  have  been  engaged  thereby  to  perfect  holiness  in  the  fear  of  God. 
£rtne  there  will  be  in  this  number,  who  had  gone  far  from  Grod,  and  been  greatly  entangled  in 
the  snares  of  an  evil  world,  and  were  in  the  utmost  danger  of  everlasting  perdition ;  who  having 
been  pierced  vath  a  sense  of  sin,  and  drawn  by  the  gracious  invitations  of  the  gospel,  became 
amcere  penitents,  and  eminent  saints.  Others,  who  having  been  educated  in  the  principles  of 
the  Christian  doctrine,  and  having  been  from  the  beginning  under  the  impressions  of  them,  con- 
tittued  to  wi^kwith  Christ  in  white,  and  kept  their  garments  clean,  unspotted  from  the  world. 
There  will  be  here  a  glorious  appearance  of  such  as  bought  the  truth,  and  would  not  sell  it; 
who  tXHjik  the  kingdom  of  heaven  by  violence,  and  chose  the  narrow  path  of  virtue  that  leads  to 
the  sight  of  God  wid  the  hew^tAy  life :  when  Ibey,  who  should  have  animated  and  encouraged 
tiiembj  their  cmmsel  and^tMcample^  laid  obstacles  in  their  way,  and  would  have  persuaded  them 
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rather  to  seek  the  ease,  richesi,  honpurs  and  preferments  of  this  present  w6rld«  Some  tifare /will 
be  of  large  minds,  who  studied  the  principles  of  reason  and  revelation,  and  were  well  acquainted 
with  the  mind  of  ^hristj  who  here  earnestly  recommended  general  benevolence,  promoted 
)eace  and  friendship  among  men,  and  happily  prevented  contentions  and  divisions.  These  will 
lave  distinguished  honour  in  that  day  :  and  some  otliers,  possibly,  shall  not  miss  of  tl^  divine 
:  favour,  who  from  false  apprehensions,  and  a  mistaken  zeal,  had  been  here  too  apt  to  reject  somey 
whom  they  should  have  received  as  brethren  in  Christ,  and  heirs  of  the  heavenly  inheritance^ 
There  will  be  some,  who  in  this  state  of  trial  had  done  honour  to  religion,  by  a  cheerful,  at, 
well  as  steady  dbedience.  They  had  a  comfortable  persuasion  of  the  divine  favour  and  accept- 
ance, and  they  rejoiced  in  hope  oi  the  glory  ot  God.  They  could  say  :  "  The  life,  which  I 
now  live  in  the  flesh,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me,  aad  gave  himself 
for  me,''  Gal.  ii.  20.  They  will  triumph  and  exult,  when  Christ,  the  judge  of  all,  shall  confinn 
the  testimony  they  had  in  their  minds,  that  they  were  the  children  of  God.  Others  th^e  will 
be,  men  of  true  simplicity  and  integrity,  but  dejected  and  low-spirited.  They  hoped,  but  could 
never  fully  clear  up  to  their  satisfaction,  that  they  loved  God ;  nor  arrive  at  a  settled  persuasion^ 
that  they  were  loved  of  him ;  who,  when  the  "  books  shall  be  opened,'*  will  know,,  to  their  up- 
q[>eakable  joy,  that  **  their  names"  also  *^  were  written  in  the  book  of  life,"  Rev.  xx.  12.  There 
will  be  a  great  number,  who  here  on  earth  were  desjiised  of  men,  and  lived  in  mean  conditi<m ; 
who  will  be  owned  by  Christ  for  his  people,  as  having  been  resigned,  contented,  thankful  in 
the  cii^cumstances  allotted  them  by  Divine  Providence.  There  will  be  many,  who  had  honoured 
the  Lord  with  their  substance,  who  <<  clothed  the  naked,  fed  the  hungry,  visited  the  sick,"  and 
spoke  comfortably  to  those  who  were  ca&t  down.  There  will  be  many  who  had  gone  throu^ 
great  tribulation,  who  laboured  and  did  not  faint ;  a  noble  and  numerous  company  of  martyn 
and  confessors,  v/ho  took  joyfully  the  spoiling  of  their  goods,  or  laid  down  tiieir  uvea  in  testi- 
mony to  the  truth. 

Will  not  this  multitude  of  such  persons  reflect  honour  upon  him,  by  whom  they  were  re- 
deemed \  through  whose  means  they  were  carried  safe  through  the  temptations  of  this  worlds 
and  were  enaliled  to  persevere  to  the  end,  notwithstanding  the  difficulties  they  met  with  ?  If  it 
be  true,  as  it  certainly  is,  that  '*  they  who  are  wise  shall  shine  as  the  brightness  of  the  firobu 
ment,  and  they  that  turn  many  to  righteousness,  as  the  stars  for  ever  and  ever,"  Dan.  xiL  3« 
how  glorious  is  Jesus,  the  source  of  this  wisdom,  the  spring  of  this  zeal  for  truth  and  virtue  ! 

2.  Secondly,  we  are  to  consider,  what  perfections  in  Christ  will  then  be  glorified,  and  appdat 
^illustrious :  and  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose,  that  his  wisdom,  his  power,  and  his  faithfulness  wiU 
theh  be  very  conspicuous. 

1.)  His  wisdom.  The  preaching  of  the  cross  has  appeared  foolishness  to  many  in  this  world : 
but  then  it  will  be  manitest,  beyond  the  possibility  of  farther  doubt  and  question,  that  <<  the 
foctehness  of  God,"  1  Cor.  i.  £5.  that  divine  dispensation,  which  many  had  despised,  was  wiser 
than  all  the  wisdom  of  men.  Some  indeed,  yea  not  a  few,  do  now  perceive  and  acknowledge 
it  to  be  a  well-laid  design,  admirablv  suited  to  the  weakness  and  degeneracy  of  the  human  na- 
ture :  and  they  are  ready  to  say  with  the  apostle :  **  O  the  depth  of  the  riches  both  (^the  wisdom 
and  the  knowledge  of  God !  and  that  God  hath  abounded  toward  us  in  all  wisdom  and  prudence.^' 
But  at  that  time,  the  contrivance  of  this  dispensation  will  appear  still  more  wonderful.  It  wiU 
be  manifest,  particularly  in  the  great  number  of  the  saints  then  collected,  and  brought  together 
in  one,  from  the  several  parts  oi'  the  world  ;  to  whom  <<  Christ  has  been  m^de  of  God,  wisdom^ 
and  righteousness,  and  sanctification,  and  redemption,"  1  Cor.  i.  SO. 

It  is  indeed  a  vast  and  dehghtful  scene  of  contemplation,  which  will  then  lie  open  to  the 
paints ;  to  observe  the  original  design,  several  steps,  continued  progress,  and  final  completion 
of  the  recovery  and  salvation  of  so  many  frail  and  sinful  men,  by  Jesus  Christ;  and  to  observe 
the  extent  of  his  government  of  the  church,  and  the  world  in  general,  in  the  several  parts  and 
ages  of  it,  from  the  time  of  his  exaltation  to  the  right  hand  of  the  throne  of  God,  to  tnat  great 
and  glorious  day,  when  all  mankind  are  brought  before  his  tribunal. 

2.)  At  that  time  the  power  of  Christ  will  be  glorified.  It  will  i^pear  great  and  wonderiitl 
in  the  resurrection  of  the  saints,  just  performed  by  his  word.  This  is  what  our  Lord  spoke  o^ 
as  so  marvellous,  in  answer  to  some  cavils  of  the  Jews :  **  For  the  Father  loveth  the  Sion,  and 
sheweth  him  all  things  that  himself  doth :  and  he  will  shew  him  greater  things  than  these,  dwt 
ye  may  marvel :  for  as  the  Father  raiseth  up  the  dead,  and  quickeneth  them,  even  so  the  Soa 
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fpiicketieth  wKotn  he  will — —Marvel  not  at  this,  for  the  hour  is  coming,  in  wfiich  all  that  are 
in  their  graves  shall  hear  his  voice,  and  come  forth;  they  that  have  done  good  unto  the  re- 
surrection of  life,  and  they  that  have  done  evil  unto  the  resurrection  of  damnation,"  Jolin  v. 
20-^89. 

3.^  Anotiier  perfection,  to  be  glorified  at  that  time,  is  the  truth  or  faithfulness  of  Christ; 
This  IS  the  day  lor  the  full  accomplishment  of  all  his  promises,  upon  which  his  people  have  de- 
pended^ and  by  which  they  have  been  animated  in  the  whole  of  their  course*  Here  he  delivered 
rales  of  life,  and  made  gracious  promises  to  such  as  obeyed  them.  He  encouraged  men  to  for- 
sake all  earthly  goods  for  his  sake  and  the  gospel's,  assuring  them  of  abundant  recompense 
hereafter.  In  his  conference  with  Nicodemus  he  useth  these  expressions  :  <*  Verily  I  say  unto 
thee :  we  speak  what  we  do  know,  and  testify  that  we  have  seen.'*  John  iii.  11.  In  his  preaching 
he  pubhcly  declared  with  the  greatest  solemnity :  **  This  is  the  Father's  will  which  hath  sent 
me,  that  of  all  which  he  hath  given  me,  I  should  lose  nothing,  but  should  raise  it  up  at  the  last 
day :  and  this  is  the  will  of  him  that  sent  me,  that  every  one  which  seeth  the  Son,  and  believeth 
on  him,  may  have  everlasting  life,  and  I  will  raise  him  up  at  the  last  day,"  John  vi.  39,  40. 
Once  more,  he  says  to  his  disciples :  **  In  my  Father's  house  are  many  mansions :  if  it  were  not 
BO»  I  would  have  told  you/'  ch.  xiv.  2.^  Upon  the  ground  of  a  clear  conviction  of  his  divine  att- 
tfaori^  and  character,  which  he  claimed;  and  a  persuasion  of  the  truth  of  all  his  declarations 
and  promises,  his  people  have  acted  as  they  have  done.  They  have  given  themselves  up  to  him, 
and  obeyed  him.  They  have  been  induced  to  seek  principally  such  things  as  are  now  distant 
and  unseen ;  and  not  to  prefer,  but  oftentimes  to  forego  the  pleasures,  possessions  and  honours 
rf  this  present  world,  and  every  thing  desirable  therein,  in  hope  of  being  raised  up  by  him  to 
Hnmortal  life  and  everlasting  happiness.  So  they  have  acted :  so  they  have  believed,  and  trusted 
m  him :  and  now  his  truth  is  manifest  in  the  event.  Those  tilings,  which  were  once  the  objects 
of  desire  and  hope,  are  possessed  and  enjoyed.  His  £uthfulness  was  believed  before,  and  ther^^ 
was  good  evidence  of  the  truth  of  all  he  said ;  and  they  who  depended  upon  it,  acted  wisely  and 
ceasonably :  but  now  it  is  even  seen.  Not  one  jot  or  tittle  of  his  word  has  fallen  to  the  ground, 
but  all  is  fulfilled.  Not  one  of  those  little  ones  whom  men  despised,  has  perished ;  whom  hb 
had  assured,  that  it  was  the  good  pleasure  of  the  Father  to  give  them  a  kingdom.  Not  one  of 
those,  whom  the  Father  had  given  him,  is  wanting,  but  all  his  ^eep  are  placed  at  his  right 
liand. 

His  truth  and  faithfulness  may  be  farther  illustrated,  at  that  time,  by  the  peculiar  degrees 
rf  honour  and  glory  conferred  upon  those,  whose  virtue  has  been  eminent,  and  tried  by  great 
diflculties  and  sufferings  here.     Many  indeed,  and  great  are  the  encouragements,  which  he 
gave  in  the  course  of  his  ministry  to  those  who  should  be  eminent,  steadfast  and  constant  in 
viitae ;  and  future  rewards  will  certainly  be  answerable  to  those  encouraging  declarations,  and 
the  hopes  he  has  raised  by  them.     "Blessed  are  ye/*  says  he,  **  when  men  shall  revile  you  and 
petsecute  you,  and  shall  say  all  manner  of  evil  of  you,  falsely,  for  my  sake  :  rejoice  and  be '  ex^ 
ceeding  glad:  for  great  is  your  reward  in  heaven,"  Matt.  v.  II,  12.  When  the  disciples  desired 
to  know,  who  should  be  *'  greatest  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven,'*  ch.  xviii.  1,  4.  he  did  not  deny 
that  there  would  be  distinctions  therein :  but  intimates,  that  he  who  should  be  most  humble, 
and  fbr  the  sake  of  truth  and  the  good  of  mankind  most  abase  himself,  would  in  the  end  be' 
most  exalted,  and  be  «*  greatest  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  When  the  two  disciples  petitioned,' 
**  to  sity  the  one  on  the  right  hand,  and  the  other  on  the  left,  in  his  kii^dom,"  he  did  not  grant 
their  request ;  assuring  them  it  was  not  a  thing  to  be  determined  by  him,  upon  the  ground  of 
any  personal  regards  and  considerations.     Netertheless  he  adds :  <<  It  shall  be  given  to  them  for 
wmmi  it  is  prepared  of  my  Father,"   Matt.  xx.  83.  and  he   insinuates  to  them,  that  one  way 
of  beXD^  nearest  to  him  in  his  glory,  is  to  "  drink  of  his  cup,  and  be  baptised  with  the  baptism, 
with  which  he  was  to  be  baptised ;"  that  is,  to  suffer  in  testimony  to  truth,  if  called  thereto. 
In  %urative  expressions  he  pronounces  a  special  blessing  upon  men  of  uniform  virtue  and  obe- 
dience.    ^*  Blessed  are  those  servants,  whom  the  Lord,  when  he  cometh  shall  find  watching. 
Veriy,  I  say  unto  yon,  that  he  shall  gird  himself,  and  make  them  to  sit  down  to  meat,  and  wul 
come  £>rth  and  serve  liiem,"  Luke  xii*  37*    When  Thomas,  upon  the  ground  of  an  overbearing 
evideiice,  adiBitted  the  truth  of  his  resurrection,  our  Lord  graciously  accepted  the  profession  of 
fiuA  wh^  heikiade :  but  at  the  sazne  time,  he  breaks  forth  into  a  superior  commendation  of 
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such  as  should  be  better  disposed  to  trutli.     *<  Jesos  saith  unto  him :  Thomas,  because  thou^ 
hast  seen  me»  thou  hast  believed :  blessed  are  they  which  have  ndt  seeil,  and  yet  have  believed,^ 
John  XX.  29. 

Agreeable  hereto  are  many  declarations  of  the  apostles.  "  For/'  says  St.  Paul,  **  our  light ' 
affliction,  which  is  but  for  a  moment,  worketh  for  us  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of 
glory.*'  2  Cor.  iv.  I7.  And  St.  Peter :  <*  That  the  trial  of  your  faith,  being  much  moreprecidUS 
than  of  gold  that  perisheth,  though  it  be  tried  with  fire,  may  be  found  unto  praise  and  honour 
and  glory,  at  the  appearing  of  Jesus  Christ,"  1  Pet.  i.  7*  that  is,  they  who  when  tried  by  difficul* 
ties  and  sufierings  in  the  cause  of  truth,  are  not  thereby  overcome,  but  still  continue  fiiithful, 
and  are  only  more  and  more  refined  and  sanctified,  shall  receive  abundance  of  honour  and  praise  ^ 
at  the  appearance  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Hereby  the  Lord  will  be  glorified ;  when  the  truth  and  equity  of  his  judgment  shall  be  ma-^ 
nifest  in  rewards,  proportioned  to  his  declarations,  and  the  great  hopes  he  had  raised  in  the 
minds  of  the  sincere  and  upright.  The  cause  of  virtue  is  then  completely  vindicated  by  him. 
Every  instance  of  right  conduct  is  recompensed :  and  the  most  eminent  virtue,  which  here  on 
earth  is  sometimes  exposed  to  the  greatest  difficulties,  and  the  worst  reproaches,  receives  an- 
equal  reward.    This  is  glorious  to  the  Judge  of  the  world. 

These  are  perfections  of  Christ,  which  are  glorified  by  the  perfect  holiness,  external  clory,* 
and  great  number  of  his  people :  for,  as  the  apostle  says,  ^*  Whether  one  member  sufifer,  idl  the* 
members  sufler  with  it;  or  one  member  be  honoured,  all  the  members  rejoice  in  it,''  1  Oor.* 
xii.  26.  so  also  is  Christ,  the  head,  honoiu*ed  and  glorified  in  the  honour  of  each  saint,  milch' 
more  in  the  honour  and  glory  of  the  whole  church,  which  is  his  body.  This  is  the  d^y,  when> 
good  men,  of  all  ages  and  nations,  of  every  rank  and  condition,  of  dififereht  capacities  and  at-' 
tainments,  who  have  lived  under  the  several  dispensations  of  reason  and  revehttion,  mai:e  ub- 
one  visible  and  harmonious  assembly.  Nor  is  there  any  longer  one  member  of  thfe  church  auf-^ 
fering,  or  tempted :  all  have  finished  their  course,  and  their  warfare  is  accomplished.  In  tlm 
stile  of  the  Revelation,  V  they  are  clothed  in  white  robes,  with  palms  in  their  hands,^^  Rev. 
yw  9.  the  ensigns  of  victory  and  triumph. 

It  is  then  a  day  glorious  to  Christ,  and  a  day  of  unspeakable  joy  to  his  people.  He  fimst 
be  honoured  and  revered  by  those  also,  to  whom  his  appearance  is  not  joyful :  for  all  the  unjust 
neglect  and  contempt  of  him  and  his  people  are  for  ever  confuted  and  put  to  shame  i  and  a  full 
conviction  is  wrought  in  the  minds  of  all,  concerning  the  reasgnableness  of  the  gracidus  promises 
formerly  made  in  fevour  of  virtue,  and  the  great  rewards  now  conferred  upon  it. 

.  It  is,  moreover,  reasonable  to  suppose,  wat  at  this  time,  Christ  will  be  very  glorious  in  ttiie> 
esteem  of  the  blessed  angels,  and  all  orders  of  intelligent  beings :  for  the  angels  are  said  to  be 
"  ministering  spirits  sent  forth  to  minister  to  them,  who  shall  be  heirs  of  salvation,"  Heb.  i.  14. 
and  they  **  desu-ed  to  look  into  those  things,"  1  Pet.  1.  12.  that  were  done  at  the  publicatioir 
of  the  gospel.  It  may  be  therefore  justly  concluded,  that  they  likewise  partake  in  the  y>y  and 
acclamations  of  this  day ;  and  that  in  their  eyes,  as  well  as  in  those  01  his  people,  Qirist  is 
glorified :  especially  since  diey  are  spoken  c^  as  present  at  this  time,  and  coming  as  attendantar 
on  the  Judge  of  the  world.  See  Rev.  v.  1 1 — 14. 

Prop.  III.  When  Christ  comes  again,  he  will  be  admired,  particularly,  by  all  them  that 
believe.  Three  things  will  appear  admirable  at  that  time :  Christ's  personal  glory,  the  greatness 
of  his  love  in  what  he  has  done  for  his  people,  and  his  goodness  in  the  kind  reception  he  gives 
them,^  and  the  great  reward  he  bestows  upon  them. 

1.  Christ's  personal  glory.  He  comes  on  the  clouds,  with  an  innumerable  company  of  ti» 
heavenly  inhabitants  in  his  train :  and  many  awful  appearances  there  will  be  to  increase  the- 
grandeur  and  solemnity  of  that  day.  There  will  be  also  the  glory  of  his  own  person,  suited 
to  his  I'eal  dignity,  and  the  great  characters  he  sustains,  of  the  Head  of  the  church  and  Judge  6f 
the  world.  Once,  when  he  was  on  earth,  in  the  days  of  his  humiliation,  he  was  ^oriousl^ 
transformed  in  the  view  of  three  of  his  disciples:  **  His  face  did  shine  as  the  sun,  and  htSb 
raiment  became  white  as  the  Ught."  The  description  given  of  that  one  transient  rforificatiotf 
may  help  us  to  some  imperfect  idea  of  the  present  glory  of  the  human  nature  of  Christ  in  his 
state  of  exaltation  \  and  of  that  in  which  he  will  appear,  when  he  come9  to  judge  the  world. 
But  though  we  cannot  tiow  distinctly  conceive  of  it,  we  may  be  assured  it  wfll  fce  such,  as  will 
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fliia.^  m>mhtJ9ff^ :  And  afford'  every  believer  a-pleaBir^  surprise  md  joy..  Each  Baiqt  mUl 
.hure  A. glory  of  lib  own,  with  wh^h  he  will  be  satislied:  all  will  admire,  and  be. delighted  with 
.the  tiaa^eeisMlent  glory  and  majesty  of  him  >vho  is  their  cominon  Lord  and  head. 

£•  AjiQther  thiog  that  wiU  be.  admired  at  that  time  is  the  love  of  Christen  what  he  has  done 
£of  his  people»  inp^i^r  to  bring  them  to  the  glorious  and  happy  circumstances  in  which  tl;^y 
<iien  s^pear.  This  was  always  matter  of  wonder  to  those  who  duly  considered  it.  It  will  here- 
ld%ar  appear  more  admirable.  It  was  owing  to  the  doctrine  taught  by  him  in  a  mean  condition, 
and  &rtber  confirmed  by  his  painful  dea|:h  ^nd  glorious  resurrection,  that  their  hearts  were  won 
to  God  and  virtiiie.  It  was  hy  *'  looking  unjto  Jesus,  who  endured  the  cross,  despising  the 
shame,  and  then  sat  down  on  the  right  hand  of  the  throne  of  God  ;'*  that  the^  **laid  aside 
^ery  weight,  and  ran  with  patience  the  race  that  was  set  before  them,"  Heb.  xii.  1,  2.  If  he 
lil%d  not  firsit  overcome,  neither  had  they  overcome,  as  they  have  done,  the  allurements  and 
tei!rors  of  an  evil  world. .  His  victory  encouraged  them,  and  made  them  conquerors.  :  So  it  is  iii 
tbe4ipo9tle's  triumphant  diaUeoj^e :  <^  Who  shall  separate,  us  from  the  love  of  Christ  ?  Shall  tri- 
Imlatioo^  or  distress,  pr  persecution— —-?  Nay,  in  all  these  things  we  are  more  than  conqueroro, 
.through  him  that  Joved  U3,"  Uom.  viii.  35—37.  , 

S.  Anod^er  thing,  that  will  be  admired  by  them  that  believe,  is.  the  goodness  of  Christ  ip 
.tbe.kind  and  gracious  reception  he  ^ives  them,  and  the  reward  he  bestowa  upon^t^em*  Tl^s 
may  be  aigued  from  the  r^resentation,  which  our  Lord  bim^lf  has  giv^i  of  the  solemn  prQ- 
oedure  at  the  end  of  the  world:  *'  Then  shall  the  king  say  unto  them  on  the  right  hand :  come 
ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the 
worid :  for  I  was  an  hunted,  and  ye  gave  me  meat ;  thirsty,  and  ye  gave  me  drink ;  a  stranger* 
and  ye  twik  me  iu*  Then  shall  the  righteous  answer  him,  saying:  Lord,  when  saw  we  thee/ap 
liungred^  and  fed  thee  ?  or  thirsty,  acS  gave  thee  drink  ?^*  Matt.  xxv.  34— 87*.  It  will  appear 
aoMuing  goodness  in  him,  to  consider,  and  reward  istcts  of  kindness,  done  to  their  afflicted  axid 
jneceaBitous  brethren,  as  done  to  himself*;  especiall)"  as  they  are  conscious,  that  the  {)rinciple.0f 
idrtue,  iiom  which  those  good  works  have  proceeded,  was  formed  by  his  care  and  ^nstitutii;^, 
and  was  owin^^to  that  love,  wherewith  he  fii^t  loved  the^,  in  living  a  life  oC  sorrows,  and  dyii^ 
^  pamfiil  death  for  their  sake. 

Thus  we  have  meditated  a  while  upoa  the  several  parts  of  this  text.  And  we  perceive,  the  da^ 
of  Christ^s.  second  coming  will  be  a  day  of  great  splendour  and  magnificence :  and  shall  it  not  be  ;a 
dayx>f  joy 4into4is  ?.  shall  we  tot^paotakein  %he  glory  and  tfiun^hs  of  that  time  ?  This  well  deserves 
our  consideration.  It  was  a  desirable  thing,  to  see  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  when  clothed  in  the  si9- 
less  infirmities  of*  the  human  nature  :  it  must  be  much  more  desirable,  to  .see  him  coming  in  his 
f^kxry :  but  neither  of  these  his  comings  is  of  advantage  unto  all.  They  were  his  disciples  only ;  and 
audi.otheiB,  as. attentively  heard  his  words,  and  received  them  into  good  and  honest  hearts,.  wl]^> 
were  entitled  to  a  blessing,  as  he  says  to  them :  "  Blessed  are  your  ieyes,  for  they  see ;  and  your 
eacs,  for  tiiey  hear,"  Matt.  xiii.  16.  So  it  will  be  likewise  in  the  time  of  his  second  coming. 
He  appears  ta,  complete  the  redemption  of  those  only,  whose  salvation  was  begun  here,  a^ 
wha  were  made  meet  to  be  partakers  of  the  inheritance  of  the  sons  of  God* 

This  text  leads  us  to  two  things,  necessary  to  our  seeing  Christ  .with  joy ;  that  we  be.saints, 
and  .beliei^ra*;  or,,  that  we  have  a  faith,  which  purifies  the  heart,  and  produces  works  of 
z^^fateoKsness  in  our  lives.  So  let  us  be  prepared  for  the  coming  of  the  Lord :  and  let  us  be  di- 
ligent, '^  that  we  may  be  found  of  him  in  peace,  without  ^t  and  blameless,"  2  Pet.  iii.  li. 
Let  us  be  such  in  the  frame  of  our  minds,  and  in  all  our  actions,  at  every  season,  that  we  msty 
be  ready  to  meet  him,  whenever  he  comes.  These  are  they,  whom  Christ  pronounceth  blessed, 
as  befone  shewn*  His  words  at  length  ate  these ;  <^  Blessed  are  those  servants,  whom  the  Lord, 
when  he  cometh,  shall  find  watehing.      Verily  I  say  unto  you,  that  he  will  gird  himself,  a^ 

shaT" 


leihem  sit  down  to  meat,  and  will  come  forth  and  serve  them.   And  if  he  shall  come  in  the 
.seeuod  watch,  or  come  in  the  third  watch,   and  find  them   so,   blessed  are  those  servants*" 
Luke  xii.  37»  98.  - 

\  ;  May  this  be  our  case,  as  we  have  reason  to  believe  it  was  that  of  otir  honoured  Pastor,  who^e 
death  we^  and  many  .others,  now  lament !  At  the  same  time  we  ought  to  be  thankful,  that  l^e 
iuabeeiliMiJ^ng  upheld  by  ^isr  Lord  and  Master,  ib.  his  service,  abd  particuliuiy,  as  posjtor  of 
thai  congregation,  for  the  space  of  forty  years  and  upwards :.  of  whicfa^  relation  to  this  society. 
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and  the  harmony  that  had  all  along  reigned  therein,  he  speaks  with  sati^ctidn  in  the  prefiice 
to  his  discourses  on  the  principal  representations  of  the  Messiah,  throughout  the  Old  Testament : 
«  Recommending  them  particularly  to  those  of  his  own  charge,  to  whom  he  had  then  stood  so 
^  long  related,  and  with  whom  he  had  lived  in  an  uninterrupted  peace,  and  with  many  marks 
<  of  a  distinguishing  respect ;'  which  is  to  your,  as  well  as  ms  honour.  He  concludes  that  pre- 
face with  these  words,  shewing  what  was  the  constant  aim  of  his  labours,  and  what  the  reward 
he  most  desired :    *  Such  as  they  are,  I  make  a  humble  sacrifice  oi  them   to  the    honour 

*  of  the  blessed  Redeemer,  and  lay  them  at  his  feet:  having  no  higher  ambition  in  this  world, 
^  than  to  serve  his  interest,  and  be  accepted  of  him ;  nor  higher  expectation  and  hope,  than  to 

*  be  with  him,  and  behold  his  glory/ 

His  sermons  in  the  stated  course  of  his  ministry  were  judicious  and  practical,  filled  witii 
just  sentiments,  and  texts  of  scripture  aptly  applied ;  composed  with  great  projMiety  of  ex- 
pression, and  exactness  of  order  and  method ;  suited  to  meaner,  as'  well  as  better  capacities; 
the  truit  of  much  study,  serious  thought  and  consideration.  The  subfects  of  his  preaching  were 
of  a  large  compass,  taking  in  the  general  principles  of  religion,  wi^h  the  grounds  and  evidences 
of  them,  and  the  important  duties  of  the  Christian  life,  recommended  by  forcible  motives  and 
considerations :  not  neglecting  any  of  the  various  wants  and  exigencies  of  men,  but  aiming,  by 

£  roper  and  well-chosen  arguments,  to  awaken  the  secure,  quicken  the  slothful,  comfort  the  af- 
icted,  and  strengthen  the  weak  :  nor  always  laying  the  foundations  of  religion,  but  carryin^^ 
on  good  beginnings  toward  |>erfection.  Thus,  as  a  faithful  Steward  and  wise  overseer,  he  di- 
yideid  to  every  one  a  portion.  How  he  performed  some  other  branches  of  his  pastoral  office^ 
many  of  you  must  likewise  be  very  sensible,  and  can  bear  testim<Miy  to  the  fidelity  and  tender- 
ness with  which  he  adnionished,  warned,  advised,  comforted  in  private,  as  the  circimistances  of 
things  requirec'^  His  performances  at  the  public  ordinations  of  ministers  were  always  greatly 
esteemed*  In  funeral  discourses,  whether  for  ministers,  or  other  useful  Christians,  he  had  a 
happy  art  of  giving  the  best  likeness  without  flattery.     His  delivery,  as  you  well  know,  was 

Save  and  manly,  entirely  free  from  affectation,  with  very  little  action,  in  a  word,  worthy  of 
maeif*.     As  his  assistance  was  much  desired  in  many  other  places,  and  his  preaching  was  ge- 
nerally acceptable;  I  trust  there  are  many,  in  whom  he  has  oeen,  under  God,  the  instrument 
of  fmming  a  prindple  mf  virtue,  and  of  cherishing  and  improving  it  by  the  word  of  God  dis- 
pensed by  him  ;  who  shall  be  to  him,  in  the  great  day,  a  crown  of  glory  and  rejoicing.     Not- 
withstanding the  exactness  of  his  own  compositions,  he  was  a  can  i  .  hearer  of  others ;  and  was  a 
'  true  friend,  as  well  as  an  excellent  pattern  to  younger  ministers,  in  preaching  and  in  conversation. 
In  his  ^mily  he  was  a  watchful  guardian,  a  faithful  monitor,  an  affectionate  friend. 
He  had  a  great  command  of  his  temper  and  his  words.     He  was  scarce  ever  seen  to  be  an- 
*  gry.    He  very'  ^Idom  said  any  tiling  to  toe  disadvantage  of  any  one ;  and  was  much  more  i^t  to 
commend  than  find  fault. 

He  was  a  steady  friend.  If  any,  who  stood  in  that  relation  to  him,  came  into  trouble,  he 
did  not  desert  them,  but  liberally  relieved,  and  affectioilktely  comforted  them,  and  persisted  to 
take  care  of  them  under  continued  distresses  and  afflictions ;  though  sometimes  some  such  re- 
turnsfwere  made,  as  could  not  be  altogether  agreeable. 

He  was  happy  in  the  esteem  and  respect  of  great  numbers  of  his  brethren  in  the  ministry, 
and  many  others ;  men  of  much  reading,  sound  judgment,  unquestioned  probitjr,  and  eminent 
in  their  several  spheres  and  stations.  Not  now  to  insist  on  the  regaird  shewn  him  by  those  c^  the 
congregation,  to  which  he  was  more  especially  related,  and  in  whom  he  had  much  comfort : 

*  which  was  mentioned  before. 

H^  scarce  ever  lost  any  friendship  entirely :  for  being  always  master  of  himself,  he  never 
irritated  by  hasty  and. offensive  expressions  the  displeasure,  which  any  through  prejudice  might 
conceive  against  him  :  and,  as  good-will  had  never  ceased,  nor  enmity  taken  place,  on  his  part^ 
when  opportunities  oflered  ;  (which  were  not  unlikely  to  happen,  considering  his  reputation  and 
influence  in  the  world)  he  cheerfully  performed  offices  of  kindness  for  such  persons,  or  their 
friends,  and  thereby  laid  them  under  fresh  obligations.  Thus  he  overcame  evil  with  good^  and 
regained  the  love  and  esteem  of  those,  who  for  a  while  had  been  estranged  from  htm. 

He  was  a  sincere  fnend  of  religious  and  civil  liberty :  and  was  always  of  a  catholic  spirit9 
loving  good  Christians  of  every  communicn. 
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Bofili  #«re  \m  aittifiiMnts,  timt  it  ma^  be  weU  simposed  he  was  particularly  fitted  far  the  con- 
teraation  of  men  of  rank,  and  of  extensive  knowleage :  but  he  could  condescend  ;  and  in  the 
society  of  meaner  persons  he  was  the  same  man;  as  well  pleased,  and  as  free  and  communica* 
tive,  as  in  any  other ;  provided  he  found  an  inquisitive  temper,  and  some  good  under^nding  in 
the  things  of  religion.  In  those  seasons  he  appeared  very  amiable  to  sudh  as  were  attentive,  and 
disposed  to  observe. 

The  best  judges  have  acknowledged  the  pieces  published  by  him,  which  consist  of  several 
volumes,  and  are  upon  divers  subjects  and  occasions,  to  be  the  works  of  a  masterly  hand.  How 
constant  he  was  in  the  public  services  of  his  ministerial  office  in  this  place,  and  how  frequent 
elsewhere,  are  things  well  known  :  and  when  it.  is  considered  how  laboured  and  finished  all  his 
compositions  were ;  and  that,  besides,  he  read  much,  both  in  ancient  and  modem  authors ;  had 
a  numerous  acquaintance,  and  a  large  epistolary  correspondence  ;  and  that  with  care  he  revised 
many  works  of  his  learned  friends,  and  kindly  forwarded  some  of  them  to  public  view,  and  per- 
ibrrned  abundance  of  other  good  offices  in  private,  and  had  a  concern  in  many  great  and  useful 
designs  of  a  more  public  nature ;  it  may  be  somewhat  difficult  to  conceive,  how  he  should  have 
sufficient  time  and  strength  for  what  he  did  :  but  he  was  blessed  with  a  most  ready  apprehension, 
which  fitted  him  for  ^uick  dispatch;  and  moreover,  he  loved  employment,  and  could  endure 
long  and  close  application. 

But  to  draw  to  a  conclusion :  Dr.  Harris  may  be  said  to  have  excelled  among  good  men, 
on  account  of  the  nximber  of  virtues  possessed  by  him  in  a  conspicuous  degree ;  and  on  ac« 
Count  of  the  great  uniformity  of  his  temper  and  conduct  in  the  several* occurrencea.  of  his 
Hfe.     Among  great  men,  in  like  manner,  he  had  a  distinction,  inasmudi  as  there  have  be^i 
few  in  whom  so  many  accomplishments  have  met  together  and  been  united.    What  may  serve^' 
tx>  confirkn  this  part  of  the  character,  however  exalted  it  may  ^ipear,  is  his.  great  reputation,  in 
the  world,  which'  began  very  early,  and  continued  to  the  last  j  not  sought  by  him,  butattesdingi 
him,  Bs  the  shadow  and  concomitant  of  his  merit. 

By  the  greatness  of  his  capacity  he  was  qualified  for  the  bigh  stations  in  life,  and  might  iiam 
shone  therein  :  but  it  is  as  glorious  to  despise  great  things,  as  to  seek  and  obtain  them.  Meiit. 
is  an  intrinsic  thing,  and  depends  not  upon  outward  advantages :  nor  is  his  at  all  tiie  less  fin*; 
choosing  to  serve  God,  and  abiding  in  the  way  most  agreeable  to  his  own  jud^ent,  jtnd  eodea- 
vomii^  to  be  useful  among  those  Christians,  who  were  much  of  the  satne  mind  with  hinudf;. 
to* whom  he  has  been  an  ornament,  and  wOl  be  a  Id^ng  h<mour. 

The  relation  that  has  subsisted  between  this  excellent  person  and  tn,  is  now.  dissdlved  and 
broken  by  the  stroke  of  death :  and  it  become^  us  to  submit  our  mils  to  the  divine  will  and 
pleasure,  and  to  acquiesce  in  this  afflicting  and  discouraging  event.  But  there  are  also  other 
duties  incumbent  on  us.  It  is  a  direction  of  the  apostle :  <*  Remember  them  that  have  had  the 
rule  over  you,  who  have  spoken  to  you  the  word  of  God :  and  considering  the  end  of  their  can-' 
▼ersadon,"  their  steadfastness  and  perseverance,  **  follow  their  faith^*'  Heb.  xiii.  7«  There  is 
honour  and  respect  due  to  the  memory  of  such :  and  we  ought  likewise  to  imitate  their  virtues* 
We  diould  recollect  the  instructions  diat  have  been  given  us,  and  continue  to  follow  and  obey 
them.  We  are  to  be  thankful  for  the  blessing  we  have  enjoyed ;  and  are  also  to  consider,  that 
we  have  had  a  talent,  of  which  we  must  give  an  account.  If  we  shall  be  able  to  give  a  good 
account  in  the  end,  this  will  be  joyful  to  ^ose  who  have  been  our  guides  and  instructors,  and 
to  ourselves.  Both  they  and  we  shall,  then,  receive  a  full  reward. 

•  / 

*  Dr.  Harris  was  for  a  short  time  assistant  to  Mr.  Read  in  of  the  posthamoQi  papers  of  tbat  celebrated  preach^;  to  whidi 

Gtsifrd  Lane,  Sootiiwark.    in  \6gS,  the  twenty*third  jear  of  be  prefixed  a  preface,  an  example  of  that  excellent  manner, 

ilia  age^  be  was  cboien  to  succeed  the  very  eminent  Mr.  Ti-  by  which  all  his  writings  are  distinguished.    How  gregt  bis 

sfoochy  Crusoe  in  the  pastoral  care  of  the  congregation  in  credit  has  been  of  late  years,  is  well  known.    I  add  no  more. 

Crouched  Fryars,  London.     In  1/03,  he  was  entrusted  by  But,  for  some  farther  memoirs  of  Dr.  Harris,  would  reter  to 

tbe  executors  of  Mr;  Nathanael  Taylor  with  the  publication  the  funeral  sermon  preached  by  Dr.  Grosvenor. 
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THE  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  JEWISH  PEOPLE  AN  ARGUMENT 
FOR  THE  TRUTH  OP  THE  CHRISTIAN  RELIGION. 

THREE    DISCOURSES 

ON  ROMANS  XL  11. 


I  say  then,  have  they  stumbled^  tfiat  they  should ^H?    God  forbid.    But  rather  through  their  JbU 
salvation  is  come  unto  iffie  Genlites^  for  to  provoke  them  to  Jealousy.     Rom.  xi.  11. 

In  this  context  the  apostle  discourseth  of  an  affecting  scene  of  things,  the  reception  of  the  Gen- 
tiles, and  the  rejection  of  the  Jews ;  the  former  a  just  occasion  of  much  joy,  the  latter  of  like 
grief  and  concern :  that  they,  who  had  been  long  favoured  and  distinguished  by  religious  privi- 
leges,  should  fall  from  them :  and,  when  others  received  marks  of  mvine  favour,  and  indeed 
pressed  in  for  a  share  in  spiritual  blessings,  they  should  be  offended  at  it. 

St.  Paul  has  a  long  argument  upon  these  points  in  the  ninth,  tenth,  and  eleventh  chapters 
of  this  epistle  to  the  Romans.  He  enters  upon  it  at  the  beginning  of  the  ninth  chapter  in  these 
words  :  **  I  say  the  truth  in  Christ,  and  lie  not,  my  conscience  also  bearing  me  witness  in  the 
Holy  Ghost,  that  1  have  great  heaviness,  and  continual  sorrow  of  heart.  For  I  could  wish  :*'  I 
am  almost  ready  to  wish.  He  does  not  say,  that  he  actually  wisheth  it.  **  For  I  could  wish/^, 
says  he,  "  that  myself  were  accursed  from  Christ,  for  my  brethren,  my  kinsmen  according  to 
tfaie  flesh :  who  are  Israelites,  to  whom  pertaineth  the  adoption,  and  the  glory,  and  the  cove- 
nants, and  the  giving  of  the  law,  and  the  service  of  God,  and  the  promises ;  whose  are  the 
fathers,  and  of  whom,  as  concerning  the  fleih,  Christ  cAme:**  and  it  concludes  with  a  pious 
acknowledgment,  and  humble  adoration  of  the  wisdom  and  equity  of  Divine  Providence  j  though 
these  and  other  events  in  this  world  appear  to  i:s,  for  a  time,  strange  and  surprising.  <<  O  me 
depth  of  the  riches  both  of  the  wisdom  and  knowledge  of  God  !  How  unsearchable  are  his  judg- 
ments, and  his  ways  past  finding  gut !— For  of  him,  and  through  him,  and  to  him  are  all  things. 
To  whom  be  glory  for  ever.*' 

My  chief  design  at  this  time  is  to  observe  some  advantages,  which  Christians  have  in  their 
argument  for  the  truth  of  their  religion,  from  the  present  afflictive  circumstances,  and  low  estate  ^ 
of  the  Jewish  people  and  nation. 

"  I  say  then,  have  they  stumbled,  that  they  should  fall  ?*'  As  if  the  apostle  had  said :  *  But 

<  by  this  their  present  rejection,  which  I  have  been  speaking  of,  do  I  intend  to  say,  that  tliey 

*  have  so  stumbled,  as  to  fall ;  that  is,  so  as  never  to  rise  again,  and  never  to  be  again  restored 

*  to  prosperous  circumstances,  as  a  people?'  . 

Or,  according  to  another  interpretation :  *  Do  I  by  what  I  have  said  intend  to  intimate,  that 

<  all  of  them  shmild  fall,  and  none  believe,  and  partake  of  the  blessings  of  the  Messiah's  king- 

*  dom,  and  the  divine  favour?* 

"  God  forbid :"  or,  which  would  be  better,  and  more  proper :  by  no  means,  or  far  be  it :  for 
the  name  of  God  never  is  in  the  original  phrase,  by  which  this  empnatical  negative  is  expressed. 
'  No,  by  no  means :  that  is  not  the  case,  that  none  of  the  natural  posterity  of  Jacob  should 

*  believe,  and  come  into  the  privileges  of  the  Messiah's  kingdom.* 

<<  But  through  their  fall  salvation  is  come  unto  the  Gentiles,  to  provoke  them  unto  jealousy/' 

*  iPut  by  the  Jewish  people  now  generally  rejecting  the  Messiah,  it  has  so  happened,  that  salva- 

<  tjon  has  been  conveyed  unto  the  Gentiles:  and  herein  there  is  not  only  a  benefit  to  them,  in  their 

<  sf^Ivation,  but  also  to  the  Jews:  for  by  the  Gentiles  embracing  the  gospel  proposed  to  them^ 
■*  and  coming  to  partake  of  religious  privileges,  ^e  Jewish  people  will  be  provoked  to  emulation: 
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^  more  oTiihem  wiH  now  believe,  and  be  accepted  of  God,  than  if  the  gospel  had  not  been 

*  preached  to  and  received  by  the  Gentiles. 

«  When  therefore  I  speak,  ajs  I  have  done^  concerning  the  oflence  taken  by  the  Jews  BSgmmA 

*  Jefflis  and  his  gospel,  and  concerning  the  divine  displeasure  against  them  upon  that  account ; 

*  I  do  not  intend  to  insinuate,  that  the  posterity  of  Jacob  are  totally  and  absolutely  excluded : 

*  or  to  deny,  that  such  of  them,  who  now,  or  at  any  time  hereafter,  shall  believe,  will  be  received 
« and  approved.*  . 

The  sense  I  have  given  of  this  text  is  confirmed  by  what  the  apostle  says  at  the  beginning 
of  this  chapter,  where  also,  in  the  course  of  his  argument,  he  has  these  like  words :  **  I  say- 
then,  has  God  cast  away  his  people  ?  By  no  means.  For  I  also  am  an  Israelite,  of  the  seed  of* 
Abraham,  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,**  Kom.  xi.  1.  ♦  I  reckon  myself  a  proof  to  the  contrary, 
^  and  that  God  is  willing  to  receive  any  of  his  ancient  people  the  Jews^  who  believe  in  Jesus, 
<  and  obey  the  revelation  made  by  him.*  Then  instancing  in  the  number  of  true  Israelites,  ser.- 
vants  and  worshippers  of  God  in  the  time  of  Elijah,  no  less  than  seven  thousand;  tiiougfa  the 
apostasy  was  so  general,  that  Elijah  thought  he  was  left  alone,  he  adds :  <*  Even  so  then  at  this 
present  time  also  there  is  a  remnant  according  to  the  election  of  grace,**  Rom.  xi.  5. 

Indeed  the  Jewish  people  by  generally  rejecting  the  gospel  of  Christ,  preached  to  them  with 
divine  authority,  had  generally  excluded  themselves  from  the  privileges  of  God*s  people,  having 
refused  to  accept  the  blessings  offered  to  them.  What  then  should  be  done  ?  Was  the  Messiah 
of  (rod  to  have  no  people  when  the  Jews  rejected  him  ?  It  was  not  fit.  Since  therefore  they 
now  shew  great  reluctance  to  that  kind  proposal,  the  gospel  shall  be  preached  to  the  Gentiles, 
who  will  hear  and  receive  it:  and  when  they  have  received  it,  they  will  be  of  use  to  the  Jewish 
people :  for  they  will  provoke  them  to  jealousy,  and  all  good  men  among  them  will  be  disposed 
to  receive  the  Messiah,  and  from  time  to  time  will  be  brought  into  his^  kingdom :  till  at  lengtl), 
possibly,  there  shall  be  a  general  conversion  of  them,  and  that  very  much  owing  to  the  profesk 
sion  oi  true  religion  made  by  Gentiles,  So  the  fall  of  the  Jews  has  been  the  Gentiles*  salvation : 
the  Jews  rejecting  the  Messiah  hastened  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  to  the  Gentiles :  and  the 
-Gentiles  receiving  and  maintaining  the  gospel  will  provoke  the  Jews  to  emulation,  and  excite 
them  to.  receive  it,  that  they  also  may  partake  in  the  divine  favour  and  the  marks  of  it. 

So  the  apostle  argues  in  this  and  following  verses :  "  But  through  their  fall  salvation  is  come 
unto  the  Gentiles,  to  provoke  them  unto  jealousy.  Now  if  the  fall  of  them  be  the  riches  of  the 
world,  and  the  diminishing  of  them  the  riches  of  the  Gentiles,  how  much  more  their  fulness?** 
that  is,  their  general  conversion,  or  a  more  numerous  conversion  of  them,  than  has  yet  beea. 
**  For  I  speak  unto  you.  Gentiles,  inasmuch  as  I  am  the  apostle  of  the  Gentiles ;  I  magnify 
mine  office :  if  by  any  means  I  may  provoke  to  emulation  them  which  are  my  flesh,  and  might 
«ive  some  of  them :  for  if  the  casting  away  of  them  be  the  reconciling  of  the  world,  what  shall 
the  receiving  of  them  be,  but  life  from  the  dead?**  Rom.  xi.  11 — 15.  Again  :  "  For  I  would 
not>  brethren,  that  ye  should  be  ignorant  of  this  mystery,  flest  ye  should  be  wise  in  your  own 
conceit)  that  blindness  in  part  has  happened  to  Israel,  until  the  fmness  of  the  Gentiles  be  cotn^ 
in :  and  so  all  Israel  shall  be  saved,'*  ver.  25,  26.  <<  For  as  ye  in  times  past  have  not  believed 
God,  yet  now  have  obtained  mercy  through  their  unbelief:  even  so  have  these  also  now  not 
believed,  that  through  your  mercy  they  also  may  obtain  mercy :  for  God  has  concluded  all  in 
nnbeUef,  that  he  might  have  mercy  upon  all,**  Rom.  xi.  80 — 32. 

There  are  therefore  two  things  spoken  of  in  these  and  divers  other A^erses  of  this  chapter: 
an  advantage  accruing  to  the  Gentiles  through  the  unbelief  and  rejection  of  the  Jews :  an  ad- 
leantage  accruing  to  the  Jews  through  the  belief  and  reception  of  the  Gentiles. 

It  is  the  first  point  chiefly  upon  which  I  shall  insist,  and  in  the  following  method. 

L  I  shall  observe  the  present  state  of  things  with  regard  to  Christians,  the  followers  of  Jesus, 
and  the  Jews  who  reject  him. 

II.  I  shall  shew  what  advantages  Christians  have  in  the  argument  for  the  truth  of  their  reli- 
gion from  the  present  state  of  things  in  the  world. 

.  III.  I  intend  to  mention  some  remarks  and  observations  upon  this  subject. 

I;  In  the.  first  place  I  would  observe  the  present  state  of  thm^  in  the  world,  both  with  regard 
to  Christians ;  the  followers  of  Jesus ;  and  tne  Jews  who  reject  him. 

And  the  case  is  very  obvious,  such  as  every  one  is  able  to  perceive,  upon  a  little  thought 
ju2d  consideration. 
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•6  .  The.Chrwnstances  qfihc  Jews  on  Argmnffnf;fir 

'-  There  arfe  how  great  numhet^  df  iiien  in  the,worki»  in  varioua  Idiqpdcmifi^  sta^  ipid^meiii^ 
ments,  in  countries  hear  and  afar  off,  professing  faith  in  Jesus  a;^  the  Christ,  who  are  not  th# 
itaatural  descendants  of  Abraham  and  the  ancient  patriarchs. 

These  people  called  Christians,  of  Gentile  stock  and  original,  declare  themselves  worshipprrt 
of  the  one  living  and  true  God,  the  creator  of  the  heavens  and  the  earthy  the  God  of  Abr^Oiami 
Isaac  and  Jacob,  the  God  who  delivered  the  law  by  Moses,  and  often  spake  unto  the  childi«» 
of  Israel  by  the  prophets. 

And  as  they  are  worshippers  of  the  one  true  God,  they  are  likewise  free  from  all  that 
kind  of  idolatry  which  once  prevailed  uiiiversally  in  the  world,  and  into  which  the  Jewish  peo|de 
themselves  formerly  were  often  seduced  and  perverted.  They  worship  not,  as  gods,  the  sun, 
.or  the  moon,  or  the  stars  i  nor  Baal,  nor  Saturn,  nor  any  other  of  the  gods  of  the  pecple  of  the 
East,  or  of  the  Egyptians,  or  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  or  of  any  of  the  countries  ct  the  Bar*- 
barians  in  the  nortnern  parts  of  the  world. 

Nor  are  they  only  worshippers  of  the  one  living  and  true  God,  the  God  of  the  people  of 
Israel,  but  they  also  receive  the  scriptures  of  the  Old  Testament,  delivered  in  a  succession  of 
ages,  at  divers  times,  to  the  4escendants  of  Abraham  and  Israel.  They  believe  them  to  be  the 
Wjritings  of  men,  animated  and  inspired  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  have  them  in  equal  veneratioti 
•with  the  Jewisli  people  themselves. 

Moreover  they  highly  respect  and  honour  not  only  the  patriarchs  and  Moses  and  the  j^o* 
phets,  but  likewise  all  the  worthies  of  the  ancient  dispensation,  who  walked  with  God,  and  in 
the  main  were  u|)right  in  his  sight,  and  steadfast  in  his  covenant. 

These  Christian  people  diner  indeed  from  the  Jews  in  receiving  a  person  as  a  great  and 
eminent  prophet,  whom^  the  Jews  reject :  but  yet  their  regard  for  that  prophet,  whom  they  call 
the  Christ,  or  the  Messiah,  is  very  much  owing  to  their  respect  for  those  ancient  scriptures  ia 
which  they  think  he  is  foretold  and  promised. 

And  though  they  do  not  conform  to  all  the  ordinances  of  the  law  of  Moses,  they  allow  and 
believe  his  law  and  bis  whole  institution  to  have  been  of  divine  appointment,  wisefy  designed, 
land  of  great  use,  as  the  state  of  things  in  the  world  then  was.  And  with  cheerfulness  and  zeal 
they  assert  and  maintain  against  all  opposera  the  divine  authority  of  that  dispensation.  They 
are  likewise  sometimes  almost  compelled  to  wonder,  that  the  Jewish  people  of  old,  who  had  such 
/a  law,  should  forsake  God,  and  depart  from  his  worship,  so  often  as  the^  did. 

And,  which  is  very  considerable,  they  do  not  make  void  the  law  of  Moses,  but  establish  it< 
For  their  religion  strictly  requires  obedience  to  all  the  moral  laws  of  righteousness  and  tru^ 
holiness  therein  delivered!  and  upon  which  the  greatest  stress  is  there  laid:  which  righteousness 
is  so  elegantly  and  copiously  taught  and  recommended  in  the  books  of  Job,  the  Psalms,  and  the 
Proverbs :  in  comparison  of  which  the  latter  prophets  openly  declared  ritual  observances  to  be 
of  little  value,  and  without  it  useless  and  ofiensive.  Insomuch  that  the  substance  of  the  Christian 
religion  is  no  other,  than  what  has  been  accounted  true  religion  by  Moses  and  the  prophets,  by 
'all  the  righteous  men,  and  wise  and  pious  princes,  that  ever  were. 

'  This  IS  what  is  inculcated  in  their  religious  assemblies,  and  enforced  from  the  consideration 
of  everlasting  rewards  and  punishments  iaa  future  state;  more  forcible  motives,  than  the  hope 
or  fear  of  temporal  rewards  and  penalties  in  tlie  present  life. 

Nor  do  they  neglect  to  improve  the  instances  of  faith  and  piety  recorded  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment: though  more  especially  they  dwell  upon  the  sluning  example  of*  perfect  virtue  in  the  life 
and  death  of  Jesus,  their  great  Lord  and  Master, 

As  hereby  men  are  trained  up  in  great  numbers  to  true  and  eminent  virtue,  they  cannot  but 
look  upon  themselves  as  the  true  Israel,  "  who  worship  God  in  the  ^irit,  and  have  no  conn- 
dence  in  unnecessary,  ritual  appointments,*'  Phil.  iii,.  3*  And  the  righteousness,  principally 
required  in  the  law,  is  better  fulfilled  by  them  who  have  the  religion  of  Jesus»  than  it  was  by 
those  who  had  only  the  institution  of  Moses,  Rom.  viii.  4. 

And  indeed  the  religion  of  Christians  is  that  of  Abraham,  according  to  which  he  was  justi- 
fied, without  the  peculiarities  of  the  law  of  Moses :  and  it  is  a  character  which  they  are  pleased 
withi  ^d  boast  of,  that  through  Jesus  Christ  they  are  become,  according  to  the  Spirit,  the  chil- 
dren of  faithful  Abraham;  and  are  Justified  and  accepted  of  God  as  he  was. 

Nor  ought  it  to  be  forgotten,  that  as  the  disciples  and  followers  of  Jesus  do  not  take  upon 
them  the  yoke  of  the  ritual  ordinances  of  the  law  of  Moses^  as  necessary  to  salvation ;  so  nera^r 
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hsve  diqr  iatroduoed  tmy  other  like  <Mrdinaiice&  in  their  stead.  At  least  they  profess,  thst  Jesus, 
fidbsf&tlieyoii^  for  th^  Messiah,  has  no  such  ordinances  in  his  religion :  excepting  two  only, 
both  plain  and  simple';  one  initiatory  to  a  profession  of  faith  in  him,  and  of  obedience  to  ms 
Inrt  the  other  commemorative  of  his  love,  who  freely  laid  down  his  life,  though  spotless  and 
innocent,  as  a  testimony  to  the  truth  of  that  important  doctrine,  which  he  had  tai^ht  and 
fwemmeoded  to  mankind. 

These  are  the  followers  of  Jesus.  These  are  Christians,  who  now  dor  and  for  a  long  time 
htwe  flourished,  and  been  numerous  and  considerable. 

In  the  next  place  we  are  to  observe  the  state  of  the  Jews ;  the  natural  posterity  Of  Jacoh^. 
who  reject  Jesus,  and  do  not  allow  him  to  be  the  Messiah,  the  great  prophet  and  deliverer,  fore^ 
told  and  promised  in  many  parts,  and  in  almost  every  book  of  the  Old  Testament.. 

They  also  are  in  great  numbers,  some  in  almost  every  province  and  kingdom  of  the  known^ 
W(H*ld.  They  are  numerous,  but  not  a  people.  Tliey  have  a  being,  but  they  dweU  not  in  the 
land  of  Caaaan,  which  had  been  given  them  for  an  inheritance..  They  have  no  power  and 
authority*  no  empire,  no  civil  government,  scarce  ^  a  right  and  privilege  to  possess  the  smallest- 
tract  or  territory  of  land  in  any  part  of  the  world. 

Nor  have  they  any  temple :  lor  their  stately  temple,  once  glorious  in  outward  appearancCr. 
itill  moTQ  glorious  for  the  especial  presence  of  the  Divine  Majesty,  and  the  frequent  manifesta^ 
tions  he  there  made  of  himself:  the  temple,  I  say,  where  their  tribes  were  to  assemble,  where 
alone,  according  to  the  law  of  Moses,  sacrifices  were  to  be  offered,,  is  in  ruins,  or  rather  is  no 
fDore :  without  any  traces  of  it  remaining,  but  the  remembrance  of  the  place  where  it  once  was. 

Otha  tokens  c^the  divine  favour  are  also  wanting.  They  have  not  tne  Urim.and  Thummim 
of  the  priesthood,  nor  any  vision,  or  prophecy,  nor  voice  or  word  from  God  to  direct  or  comfort 
t^m.  Prophecy  and  vision,  in  ancient  times  frequent^  or  even  constant^  are  now  not  only  rarer 
and  uncommon,  but  altogether  unknown  among  them.  Learned  Rabbies,  and^  traditionary 
teachers  they  may  have :  but  what  prophet  can  tl^y  boast  of,  as  theirs,  since  the  time  of.  Jesus  y 
who  truly  was  a  rrophet  mighty  in  word,  and  deed,  and,  as  we  say,  the  looked  for  and  promised 
Messia&t  but  despised  and  crucified  by  them? 

Such  is  the  state  of  things  in  the  world,  with  regard  to  Christians,,  the  followers  of  Jesus; 
9fid  the  Jews,  who  reject  him.. 


I  say  ffien^  haveffieif  stmnbled^  that  tii^  should faU  I  God  forbid.    But  rather  thrjougK  their  fall^ 
sidvation  is  come  tmto  the  GentiieSyJor  to  groiyoke:  them  tojealdu^^    Rom.  xi.  11. 

II.  I  AH  now  in  the  second  place,  as  formerly  proposed,  to  shew  what  advantages  Christians 
have  in  the  argument  for  the  truth  of  their  religion,  from  this  state  of  thin^;.  and  particularly 
from  the  afflictive  circumstances  of  the  Jewish  people,  who  reject  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  believe 
not  in  him  as  the  promised  Messiah.. 

We  know  Jesus  to  be  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  the  Saviour  that  should  come  into  the 
world,  from  the  fulfilment  of  many  ancient  prophecies  in  his  person  and  ministry,  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  perfection  and  excellence  of  his  doctrine,  the  unspotted  purity  and  holiness,  of  ^ 
his  life,  the  proofs  he  gave  of  wonderful  knowledge  and  understanding :  from  his  many  miracu- 
lous works,  his  resurrection  from  the  dead,  and  ascension  to  heaven,  and  from  the  mighty  works 
done  by  his  apostles,  and  others,  preaching  to  the  Jews  and  Gentiles,  in  his  name,  and  under 
his  authority. 

Beside  all  this,  we  have,,  as  I  apprehend,  a  great  advantage  in  the  argument  for  the  truth  of 
our  religion,  from  that  state  of  tlnn^  which  was  formerly  taken  notice  of:,  and  I  shall  now 
endeavour  to  shew  it  under  the  following  particulars.. 

1.  It  was  foiretold  by  our  Lord. 

*  If  tbej  have  a  right  to  purebsM  Bpi  poMeat  kodt  of  inberitanoe  in  lonie  places,  I  sappoie  in  bat  a  few  only,  and  tlierc 

by  aM»e  tprciol  ixf^ox  an4  iixlolgeace. 
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9B  The  CircunMmcet  qf  0ie  Jews^  an  Argument^ 

'     ^.  Tt  is  agreeable  to  many  prophecies  in  the  Old  Testament. 

<      3.  The  present  state  of  the  Jewish  people  affords  reason  to  believe,  tliat  the  MessifUi  t^ 

already  come. 

4.  The  time  and  circumstances  of  the  present  captivity  and  dispersion  of  the  Jewish  people, 
nSoird  an  argument  for  the  truth  of  the  Christian  religion. 

5.  The  subsistence  of  the  Jewish  peoj)le  to  this  time  affords  an  attestation  to  divers  thifigs 
upon  which  some  evidences  of  the  Christian  religion  depend. 

1.  This  state  of  things,  with  regard  both  to  Jews  and  Gentiles,  was  foretold  by  our  Lord: 
and,  as  the  event  has  been  agreeable  to  what  he  said  long  ago,  it  shews,  that  he  was  a  prophet. 
It  also  demonstrates  the  truth  and  justness  of  all  his  claims ;  not  only,  that  be  came  from  God, 
but  that  he  was  the  Christ,  as  he  said. 

When  the  centurion  had  expressed  a  remarkable  faith  in  the  power  of  our  Lord  to  heal  his 
sick  servant  at  a  distance,  "  he  said  to  them  that  followed :  I  have  not  found  so  great  faith,  do 
not  in  Israel  And  I  say  unto  you,  that  many  shall  come  from  the  east,  and  the  west,  and  shall 
sit  down  with  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven,"  Matt.  viii.  lO^-^-l^.  See 
also  Luke  xiii.  29.  How  unlikely  was  this!  How  little  prospect  was  there  at  that  time,  thAt 
great  numbers  of  Gentiles  in  all  quarters  of  the  world,  should  believe  in  God  and  his  Christ, 
whom  he  bad  sent!  But  yet  that  saying  of  our  Lord  has  been  abundantly  ftUfilled.  The  tnitii 
of  bis  words  appeared  soon  after,  and  ibey  have  been  fulfilling  to  this  day. 

The  reception  of*  the  Gentiles,  with  the  dislike  and  resentment  of  the  Jewish  people,  is  evi- 
dently represented  in  the  parable  of  the  prodigal  son,  who  upon  his  repentance  is  most  kindly 
received  oy  the  father:  bnt  the  elder  son,  meaning  the  Jewish  people,  the  natural  postoity  of 
Jacob,  is  offended,  and  'will  not  come  in,  Luke  xv. 

Thexejection  of  the  Jewish  people,  who  had  been  long  barren  and  unfruitful  to  a  great 
degree,  and  were  still  likely  to  neglect  the  best  means  of  improvement,  is  set  before  them  by 
our  Lord  very  intelligibly,  though  with  as  little  offence  as  might  be ;  which  is  agreeable  to  all 
the  rules  both  of  wisdom  and  goodness.  "  He  spake  also  this  parable,"  says  the  ev^gelist: 
**  A  certain  man  had  a  fig  tree  planted  in  his  vineyard,*'  Luke  xiii.  6,  7;  that  is,  in  some  inclosed 
spot  of  ground,  where  it  was  well  situated  and  defended.  "  And  he  came,  and  sought  fruit  and 
found  none.  Then  said  he  unto  the  dresser  of  the  vineyard :  Behold,  these  three  years  I  come 
seeking  fruit  <m  this  fig  tree,  4ind  find  none.     Cut  it  down,  whv  cunibereth  it  the  ground  ?" 

And  in  like  manner  in  some  Other  parables  representing  their  great  and  imminent  danger 
of  ruin,  and  also  setting  forth  the  justness  and  fitness  of  the  sentence  to  be  pronounced  upon 
them  if  they  should  not  repent ;  if  they  should  still  continue  unfruitful  after  enjoying  the  best 
means  of  improvement,  and  should  withal  oppose  and  abuse  the  messengers  of  God  sent  from 
time  to  time  to  warn  and  reclaim  them.  **  Tbea  began,  he  to  speak  unto  the  people  this  par- 
tible :  a  certain  man  planted  a  vineyard,  and  let  it  out  to  husbandmen,  and  went  into  a  far 
country* — And  at  the  season  he  sent  a  servant  unto  the  husbandmen,  that  they  should  give  him 
of  the  fruit  of  the  vineyard:  but  the  husbandmen  beat  him,  and  sent  him  away  empty,"  Luke 
XX.  9 — 16.  In  like  manner  did  they  unto  others  who  were  sent  unto  them.  At  length  the 
lord  of  the  vineyard  sent  his  son :  but  him  they  "  cast  out  of  the  vineyard,  and  killed  him. 
What  therefore  shall  the  lord  of  the  vineyard  do  unto  them  ?  He  will  come  and  destroy  those 
husbandmen,  arid  will  give  the  vineyard  unto  others,**  compare  Matt.  xxi.  33 — 41. 

Our  blessed  Lord,  all  whose  other  miracles  were  healing  and  beneficent,  with  a  view  to  the 
advantage  ^of  that  people,  if  by  any  means  they  might  be  alarmed  and  persuaded,  constrained 
himself  to  speak  one  word  of  malediction^  a  sentence  of  condemnation  upon  a  barren  fi^  tree, 
and  with  surprising  effect.  He  was  going  to  Jerusalem  :  "  And  when  he  saw  a  fig  tree  in  the 
way,  he  came  to  it,  and  found  nothing  thereon,  but  leaves  only,  and  said  unto  it :  Let  no  fruit 

5 row  on  thee  hencelbrward  for  ever:  and  presently  the  fig  tree  withered  away,'*  Matt.  xxi.  19- 
L  miracle  that  was  emblematical  and  prophetical,  signifying  the  affecting  and  speedy  ruin  and 
^desolation  of  the  Jewish  nation,  if  they  out-sinned  the  day  of  trial  allotted  them,  and  persisted 
to  neglect  and  abuse  the  means  of  salvation  afforded  tbem. 

We  have  in  our  Lord's  discourses  divers  predictions  of  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  and  the 
calamities  attending  it :  and  the  event  has  shewn  the  truth  of  his  prophetical  cliaracter. 
.    It  should  be  also  observed  by  us,  that  those  predictions  were  publicly  spoken  in  the  hearing 
4>f  many  j>eople;  not  of  the  disciples  only;  aad  tney  were  delivered  with  such  marka  of  affection 
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tauQud  tend^mess^  aad  dmtained  so  Autaaact  and  so  nkkving  a  desto'ption  of  impeiicfing^  cahmitiev 
that  nothing  could  have  been  better  suited  and  ackpted  to  prevent  them,  than  by  inducmg  men  ta 
repent:  and  if  they  did  not  repent,  he  assured  them,  that  ^^  then  would  be^eat  tribulation,  such: 
as  was  not  since  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  that  time,,  no  nor  ever  shall  be/'  Matt.  xxiv.  21 « 
And  when*  he  was  led  away  to  be  crucified,  '*  and  there  followed  him  a  great  company  of  people, 
and  of  women,  who  also  bewailed  him  and  lamented  him,  Jesus  turning  unto  them  said :  DaugjFi^ 
tera  of  Jerusalem,  weep  not  for  me,  but  weep  for  yourselves  and  for  your  children. — For  if  they" 
do  these  things  in  a  green  tree,  what  shall  be  done  in  the  dry?"  Luke  xxiii.  26 — 31. 
,  And  we  plainly  perceive  by  his  words,  that  the  desolation,  which  he  foresaw,  would  be  of  a 
Jong  duration,  as  we  also  see  in  the  event :  which  added  to  his  concern  for  that  people.  It  ws^st 
not  a  single  judgment,  a  calamity  of  one  day,  though  great  and  terrible,  but  a  long  scene  of 
ilffliction  and  darkness,  which  he  foretold  and  bewailed.  **  And  when  he  was  come  nigh,  he 
beheld  the  city,  and  wqpt  over  it,  saying :,  If  thou  hadst  known,  even  thou,  in  this  thy  day,  the 
things  which  belong  unto  thy  peace !  But  now  they  are  hid  from  thine  eyes,'*  Luke  xix.  41,  42. 
And,  "  how  often  would  I  have  gathered  thy  children  together,  even  as  a  hen  gathereth  her 
chickens  under  her  wings !  and  ye  would  not :  Behold,  your  house  is  left  unto  you  descrfate,** 
Katt.  xxiii.  37»  38.  Once  more,  *<  then  let  them  which  are  in  Judea  flee  to  tlie  mountains,  and 
let  them  which  are  in  the  midst  of  it,  [meaning  the  city  of  Jerusalem,]  depart  out,  and  let  not 
them  that  are  in  the  country  enter  therein :  for  these  be  the  days  of  vengeance,  that  all  things 
which  are  written  may  be  fulfilled — For  there  shall  be  great  distress  in  the  land,  and  much  wrath 
upon  this  people :  and  they  shall  fall  by  the  edge  of  tne  sword,  and  shall  be  led  away  captive 
VfAo  all  nations:  and  Jerusalem  shall  be  trodden  down  of  the  Gentiles,,  until:  the!times.ot  the 
Gentiles  be  fulfilled,*'  Luke  xxi.  21—24.  : 

The  great  and  punctual  accomplishment  of  these  and  other  words  of  our  Lord^  concernrng- 
the  sad  ruin,  the  wide  dispersion,  and  long  captivity  of  the  Jewish  people,  afford  a  strong  argu* 
ment  for  the  trutli  of  the  Christian  religion  ;  and  assure  us,  that  Jesus  spoke  with  divine  autho* 
nty,  and  that  the  doctrine  taught  by  him,  and  contained  in  the  New  Testament,  the  writings  of 
his  apostles,  and  their  faithful  companions,  is  true  and  of  God* 

2.  The  state  of  things,  formerly  observed,  is  also  conformable  to^  ancient  prophecies- found 
in  the  books  of  Moses  and  other  parts  of  the  Old  Testament. 

In  those  books  are  contained  prophecies  of  the  general  conversion  of  the  nations  of  the  earth 
to  the  acknowledgment  and  ser\uce  of  the  one  living  and  true  God,  delivered  when  the  worship 
of  God  was  confined  to  the  one  nation  of  the  Jews  alone,  or  to  a  few  mea  only,,  their  patriarchs 
and  am^estors,  and  a  very  small  number  besides..  The  way  or  means,,  by  which  this  blessing 
should  be  conveyed  to  the  world,  was  also  intimated.  To  Abraham  it  was  declared,  that  in  hini^ 
that  is,  through  him  and  his  posterity,  all  nations,  or  families  of  the  earth  should  be  blessed : 
that  confines  the  accomplishment  of  the  promise  to  his  family  ^  some  one  or  more  of  winch  must 
be  the  author,  or  authors  and  instruments  of  this  general  blessing*  Tlie  same  promise  is  solemnly 
renewed  to  Jacob.  Gen.  xxviii.  14,  ^fterwards  there  were  prophecies  delivered,  containing 
limitations  and  restrictions  relating  to  the  tribe  of  Judah,  and  the  family  of  David.  The  de^ 
scendants.of  Ahriham  in  general,  or  nftmy  of  them,  may  some  way  contribute  to  this  desigric; 
but  the  tribe  of  Judah  and  the  family  of  David  are  oflen  ^oken  of  with  special  regards  In 
Isaiah  particularly,  it  is  foretold :  ^<  There  shall  come  forth  a  rod  out  of  the  stem  of  Jesse,  wid 
a  branch  shall  grow  out  of  his  roots— -In  that  day  there  shall  be  a  root  of*  Jesse,  which  shall  stand 
for  an  Ensign  to  the  people,  to  it  shall  the  Gentiles  seek,''  Isa.xi.  1,  S[,  11.  Ag^n,  "*  I  will  give 
thee  for  a  light  to  the  Gentiles^  that  thou  mayest  be  my  salvation  unto  the  emls^*  the  eartb,^ 
ch.  xlix.  6.  And  it  is  out  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  and  the  fiuiMly  of  David,  tliat  onr  Lord  aroser 
and  by  hinvi  as  is  manifest,  the  knowledge  of  God  has  been  spread  over  the  earth  \  and  the  pro* 
jmae  made  to  Abraham^  that  *<  in  him  idl  the  families  of  the  earth  should  be  blessed,,''  has  been 
fulfilled. 

But  beside  this  there  are  intimations  given  in  the  Old  Testament,  that  when  this  event  should 
happen,  the  Jewish  people  would  be  in  some  circumstances  which  are  disadvantageous*. 

Observable  :are  the  words  of  our  Lord  when  he  foretels  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem.  "  For 
these  be  the  days  of  vengeance,  that  all  things  which  are  written  may  be  fulfilled,"  Luke  xxi.  22% 
It  is  not  improbable,  that  our  Lord  has  here  an  especial  reference  to  some  prophecies  in  the 
book  oi  Dfl^el^  relating  particidarly  to  the  destruction  of  the  city  of  Jerusalem,  which  he  fore^ 
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saw,  and  was  "then  ^qpealdng  of;  biit  he  might  also  have  an  eye  to  some  olber  parts  ofliknripture : 
and  we  may  williout  much  difficulty  perceive  divers  things  said  in  the  Old  Testament,  which 
are  prophetk^,  not  <m)y  of  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  but  likewise  of*  the  long  captivity  and 
diversion  which  were  to  ensue. 

Jacob  foretelling  the  condition  of  his  posteri^  in  Aiture  times,  says,  '<  Judah,  thou  art  he 
whW  thy  brethren  shall  praise.  Thy  hand  shall  be  upon  the  neck  of  thine  enemies;  thy 
father's  diildren  shall  bow  down  unto  thee,^'  Gen.  xlix.  8.  The  tribe  of  Judah,  as  we  find 
from  the  histCM-y  of  the  people  of  Israel,  usually  had  some  distinction  among  the  rest.  At 
length  David  and  his  descendants,  who  were  4)f  that  tribe,  sat  upon  the  throne  of  government 
among  them:  and  from  Judah  the  kingdom. of  the  two  tribes  was  called :  and  indeed  from  that 
tribe  all  Israelites  in  general  were  stil^  Jews. 

It  follows  in  the  place  just  cited:  <<  The  sceptre  shall  not  depart  from  Judah,  nor  the  law- 
«ver  from  between  his  feet,  until  Shiloh  come :  and  unto  him  shall  the  gathering  of  the  people 
be,"  ver.  10-     The  sense  of  which  prophecy  may  be  briefly  taken  in  this  manner :  «  The  *  royal 

*  power  and  authority,  which  shall  Jt>e  established  in  the  posterity  of  Judah,  shall  not  be  taken 
^  &om  them;  or  at  least  they  shall  not  be  destitute  of  rulers  and  governors ;  no,  not  when  they 
^  are  in  a  ^declining  condition,  until  the  coming  of  the  Messiah:  but  when  he  is  come,  there  shall 
«  be  no  distinction  between  the  Jews  and  other  nations  who  shall  be  obedient  to  the  Messiah  r 
'^  and  after  that  the  posterity  of  Judah  ^md  people  of*  the  Jews  shall  have  neither  king  nor  ruler 
<of  their  own,  but  the  commonwealth  c^*  JucUih  shall  lose  all  form  c^  civil  government  and' 

*  authority.* 

Tl|is  we  know  to  have  Imppened  about  ih%  time  oi  our  Saviour^s  coming.  From  David  to^ 
the  Babylonish  cq>tivity  the  tribe  held  the  sceptre  for  several  ages.  Afler  seventy  years  cap- 
tivity the  Jews  returmea  to  Judea,  or  the  land  of  Canaan,  where  diey  lived  again  according  to 
their  own  JaM^si  their  temple  was  rebuilt,  and  they  sacrificed  and  worshipped  there,  for  the  most 
part,  with  ^sest  freedom^  iaooording  to  the  appointments  of  the  law  of  Moses.  They  were  a  dis- 
tinct people,  and  had  among  them  civil  government  and  authority :  but  at  the  time  of  our  Lord's 
birth,  andaflerwardsy  th^  were  in  some  measure  subject  to  the  Romans :  and  the  Jewish  power 
imd  authority  dedlincd«  tiU  it  was  quite  abolished  and  overthrown  by  the  emperors  Vespasian 
imd  Titus,  about  &x^y  years  afler  our  Lord's  ascension :  and  so  it  has  been  to  this  day. 

Moses  assured  the  people  of  Israel :  *<  The  Lord  thy  God  will  raise  thee  up  a  Prophet,  fVpm 
the  midst  of  three,  of  thy  brethren,  like  unto  me :  unto  him  shall  ye  hearken,''  Dent,  xviii.  15. 
And  God  himself  said  to  Moses :  /<  I  will  raise  them  up  a  Prophet  from  among  their  brethren, 
like  unto  thee :  and  I  will  put  my  words  in  his  mouth,  and  he  shall  speak  unto  them  all  that  F 
shall  command  him.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  whosoever  will  not  hearken  unto  my  words, 
whidi  he  shall  speak  in  my  name,  I  will  require  it  of  him,"  ver.  18,  19* 

.'Some  understand  this  to  be  an  express  prophecy  ccmceming  the  Messiah  himself,  that  great 
Pr^het  vAio  would  be  in  an  especial  manner  like  unto  Moses.  Others  have  supposed  it  to  be 
z.  I^omise  of  a  constant. succession  of  prophets  amcmg  them. 

Allow  ^s  last  to  be  the  meaning,  it  implies  a  command  to  hear  Jesus,  if  he  were  a  prophet ; 
,anda  threatening  of  punishment,  if  he  were  not  heard  and  obeyed :  and  that  Jesus  was  a  pro- 
phet, is  evident  ntmi  testimonials  surpassing  not  only  tliose  given  to  other  prophets  among  them, 
but  even  to  Moses^bimseif.    Consequently  disobedience  to  him  was  a  thing  for  whidi  God 
wwMi  certamly  reckon  with  them. 

I  shall  cite  a  i)assage  or  two  more  out  of  later  prophets.  In  Daniel  it  is  said :  <^  iSeventy 
wedai  are  determined  upon  thy  people,  and  upon  thy  hcny  city,  to  finish  the  trans^essions,  and 
:to  make  an  end  of  sins,  and  to  make  reconciliation  for  iniquity,  and  to  bring  m  everlasting 
righteousness,  and  to  seal  up  visicHi  and  prophecy,  and  to  anoint  the  most  holy.  Know  there* 
.  fore  and  understand,  that  from  the  going  fiuth  of  the  commandment  ta  restore  and  to  rebuild 
Jerusalem  unto  the  Messiah  the  Prince  shall  be  seven  weeks,  and  threescore  and  two  weeks : 
the  street  shall  be  built  again,  and  the  wall,  ev^i  in  troublous  times.  And  after  threescore  and 
two  weeks  shall  Messiah  be  cutoff,  but  not  for  himself.  And  the  people  of  the  prince  that 
.shaQ  come,  shall  destroy  the  city  and  the  sanctuary,  and  the  end  thereof  shall  be  with  a  flood^ 
and  unto  the  end  of  the  war  desohitions  are  determined.    And  he  shall  confirm  the  covenant 

'  See  Patrick  apoa  tbe  place.. 
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iffith  many  fbr  one  ireek,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  week  he  shall  cause  the  sacrifice  and  the  obld- 
tion  to  cease:  and  for  the  overspreading  of  abominatioil  he  shaH  make  it  desolate,  even  until  tlie 
consummatkni,  and  that  determmed  shall  be  poured  upon  the  desolate,**  Dan,  ix.  24—27. 

Here  is  a  promise  made  to  Daniel,  that  the  city  of  Jerusalem  with  its  temple  should  be  re- 
built: and  that  they  should  for  some  while  there  worship  and  serve  God,  as  we  know  they  did 
after  the  return  from  Babylon.  And  here  is  a  promise  of  the  appearing  of  the  Messiah,  *and  a 
prediction  of  great  desolation  afterwards:  which  also  we  know  to  have  happened  soon  after  the 
time  of  Jesus,  who  was  a  ^eat  prophet,  and  anointed  of  God  in  a  most  extraordinary  manner, 
and  was  generally  rgectea  by  the  people  to  whom  Daniel  belonged,  and  to  whom  he  prophesiedl 

In  l^achi,  the  last  of  the  prophets  of  the  Old  Testament,  are  these  words  ;  "  Behold,  I 
will  send  my  messenger,  and  he  shsul  prepare  the  way  before  me :  and  the  Lord  whom  ye  seek 
shall  suddenly  come  to  his  temple,  even  the  messenger  of  the  covenant,  in  whom  ye  delight. 
Behold,  he  shall  come,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts :  but  who  may  abide  the  day  of  his  coming  ? 
And  who  shall  stand  when  he  appears  ?  for  he  is  like  a  refiner's  fire,  and  like  fuller's  soap :  and 
he  shall  sit  as  a  refiner  of  silver,'*  Mai.  iii.  1—3.  And  afterwards :  "  For  behold  the  day 
cometh,  that  shall  bum  as  an  oven  ;  and  all  the  proud,  yea  and  al<l  that  do  wickedly,  shall  be  as 
stubble :  and  the  day  that  cometh  shall  bum  them  up,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  that  it  shall 
leave  them  neither  root  nor  branch.  But  unto  you  that  fear  my  name  shall  the  Sun  of  righteous- 
ness arise  with  healing  under  his  wings,  and  ye  shall  go  forth,  and  grow  up  as  calves  of  the  stall: 
and  ye  shall  tread  down  the  wicked,  and  they  shall  be  ashes  under  the  soles  of  your  feet,  in  the 
day  that  I  shall  do  this,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,*'  Mai.  iv.  1—3. 

Certainly  these  are  not  insignificant  words  in  the  mouth  of  the  prophet;  and  these  emphatir 
cal  expressions  do  evidently  appear  to  relate  to  a  great  person  who  should  come  among  the  Jews 
whilst  their  temple  was  standing :  whereas  their  temple  was  destroyed^  and  they  were  led  into 
captivi^  soon  after  the  time  of  Jesus  our  Lord. 

.  John  the  Baptist,  who  well  understood  these  prophecies,  and  knew  his  own  character,  says 
therefore :  **  And  now  also  the  axe  is  laid  to  the  root  of  the  trees.  Every  tree  that  bringeth 
not  forth  good  fruit  is  hewn  down  and  cast  into  the  fire.  I  indeed  baptise  you  with  water  unto 
repentance :  but  he  that  cometh  after  me  is  mightier  than  I. — ^Whose  fan  is  in  his  hand,  and  he 
wul  thoroughly  purge  his  floor.  He  will  gather  his  wheat  into  the  gamer^  but  wiU  hum  up  the 
chaff  with  unquenchable  fire,*'  Matt.  iii«  10,  11. 

.  And  Simeon,  who  when  he  saw  the  child  Jesus  at  the  temfde,  doubted  not  but  he  was  the 
Lord's  Christ,  and  spoke  of  him  as  such,  and  that  he  was  ^<  a  light  io  lighten  the  Gentiles,  and 
the  glory  of  God's  people  Israel,**  Luke  ii.  32,  said  to  Mary  hfa  mother:  «*  This  child  is  set  for 
the  &11  and  rising  of  many  in  Israel,"  ver.  34. 

The  conversion  of  the  Grentiles  then,  and  the  low  condition  of  the  JewisTi  people,  are  not 
only  agreeable  to  prophecies  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  but  likewise  to  many  ancient  prophecies  con- 
tained in  the  books  of  the  Old  Testament.* 

3.  The  present  state  of  the  Jewish  people,  particularly  their  afflictive  circumstances,  affords 
gpod  reason  to  believe,  that  Messiah,  that  great  penon  spoken  of  in  the  Old  Testament,  but  stifl 
wished  for  and  expected  by  them,  is  already  come. 

For  the  prophecies  concerning  him  speak  of  his  being  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  and  ftmfly  of 
David.  He  must  appear,  therefore,  whilst  the  registers  of  their  tribes  and  families  are  in 
bein^:  but  now  they  are  lost*  If  any  one  should  now  arise,  claiming  that  great  character,  it 
coula  not  be  known  what  tribe  he  was  of)  and  therefore  there  could  not  be  any  good  assufance 
that  his  claim  was  just. 

This  is  an  advantage  in  the  argument  for  the  truth  of  the  Qiristian  religion:  fiar  we  know 
that  Jesus  was  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  and  family  ^f  David.  Bat  since  the  long  captivity  and 
namerous  dispersions  and  removals  of  the  Jewish  people  from  one  place  to, another,  oftentimes 
rnnder  the  greatest  difiSculties,  it  is  impossible  that  tneir  registers  should  be  preser\'ed,  or  the 
families  of  particular  persons  be  known. 

Another  thing  clearly  intimated  by  the  latter  prophets  of  the  Old  Testament,  is,  that  the 
Messiah  should  come  during  the  time  of  the  temple  buih  after  the  return  from  Babylon.  God 
-.tas  plaased,  by  the  prophet  Haggai,  to  encourage  the  people  to  go  on  in  rearing  up  the  temple 


*  If  any  should  find  Ibis  discourse  too  long  for  n  single  rcailing,  here  is  q  proper  resiiiig  x  Jrcft. 
VOL.  V*  G 


Digitized  by 


Google 


49  The  Circumstances  qf  Ar  Jew  can  Argvmentfor 

9fler  thb  manner;  <<  Thus  saith  the  Lord  ^i  hoits.  Yet  once  more»  it  is  a  little  while,  and  I  will 
^ake  the  heavens  and  the  earth :  and  I  will  shake  all  nations,  and  the  desire  of  all  nations  shall 
come :  and  I  will  fill  this  house  with  glory,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts/'  Hagg.  ii.  4,  5.  Agsdn, 
"  The  glory  of  this  latter  house  shall  oe  greater  than  that  of  the  former,  saith  the  Lord  of 
hosts/*  ver.  9- 

That  temple  wanted  some  things,  which  were  in  the  temple  built  by  Solomon;  particularly, 
the  s3nrabol  of  the  divine  presence,  the  cloud  of  glory  overshadowing  the  mercy-seat.  By  the 
«*  greater  glory  of  the  latter  house'*  therefore  seems  to  be  meant  the  appearance  of  the  Messiah, 
who  is  Emmanuel,  or  God  with  us :  in  whom  the  Deity  dwelt  and  mamfested  himself  in  a  pecu- 
liar manner :  by  which  means  alone,  that  is,  by  whose  presence  alone,  this  second  temple  could 
be  rendered  more  glorious  than  the  former. 

The  coming  of  the  Messiah  to  that  temple  is  also  promised  in  Malachi  before  quoted* 
"  Behol^,  I  wilTsend  my  messenger^  and  he  shall  prepare  the  way  before  me.  And  the  Lord 
whom  ye  seek  shall  sudaenlv  come  to  his  temple,  even  the  messenger  of  the  covenant,  in  whom 
ye  delight.     Behold,  he  shall  come,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,**  Mai.  iii.  1. 

Since  therefore  the  temple,  where  the  promised  messenger  of  so  great  eminence  and  distinc- 
tion was  to  appear,  is  now  no  more,  but  has  long  since  been  destroyed,  and  continues  to  be  in 
ruins  \  we  are  assured,  that  he  is  already  come :  for  it  is  imjpossible  for  God  to  fail,  or  that  he 
should  alter  the'  purpose  he  has  so  solemnly  prondunced  and  declared. 

Have  any  of  the  promises  or  threatenmgs  delivered  by  the  prophets  failed  of  accomplish- 
ment? Did  not  the  posterity  of  Jacob  descend  into  Egypt,  a  few  in  number?  And  were  they 
not  brought  thence  again,  a  great  host,  by  mighty  power  and  an  outstretched  arm,  at  the  time 
before  appointed  and  promised  ? 

Were  not  the  threatenings  with  regard  to  Saul;  David,  Solomon,  accomplished?  Were  not  the 
threateriings  concerning  the  ten  tribes,  and  the  tribe  of  Judah,  fulfilled?  Were  not  the  form^, 
the  ten  tribes^  sent  into  captivity,  and  scattered,  so  as  to  return  no  more  ? 

And  when  the  kingdom  of  Judah  took  not  warning  by  the  judgments  inflicted  upon  the 
kingdom  of  Israel,  the  threatened  captivity  was  brought  upon  them :  and  the  promise  of  their 
return  from  Babylon  was  also  wonderfully  and  punctually  accomplished.  They  settled  again  in 
the  land  of  Israel,  they  were  increased  and  multiplied,  and  became  once  more  a  great  people. 
The  temple,  which  had  beeti  laid  waste,  was  raised  up,  and  its  worship  restored,  according  as 
God  had  before  said  by  his  holy  prophets. 

Why  then  should  it  be  thought  .by  any,  that  the  promise  concerning  the  coming  of  the 
Messiah  to  that  temple  should  not  be  performed  ?  It  must  have  been  fulfilled.  The  desire  of 
all  nations  did  come  to  that  temple,  &nd  the  nations  have  received  him,  and  believed  on  him, 
and  have  partaken  of  his  fulness.  They  have  received  grace  for  grace.  They  have  gained 
through  him  the  knowledge  of  the  one  living  and  true  God.  He  is  their  God,  and  they  are  his 
people.  They  worship  him  in  spirit  and  truth:  and  the  law  of  Moses,  introduced  since  the 
Abrahamic  covenant,  and  ordained  for  a  time  only,  as  to  all  its  unnecessary  and  burdensome 
appointments,  is  no  longer  in  force,  or  of  any  use  unto  them. 

4.  The  time  and  circumstances  of  the  present  captivity  and  dispersion  of  the  Jewish  people 
afford  an  argument  for  the  txuth  of  the  Christian  rehgion :  for  their  afflictions  aopear  to  have  the 
marks  of  divine  displeasure  against  them  for  rejecting  and  crucifying  Jesus,  ana  for  persisting  to 
reject  him  and  Iiis  apostles. 

Their  present  affictions  be^an  soon  after,  and  have  continued  ever  since.  It  was  not  more 
than  forty  years  after  our  Lord's  crucifixion,  that  the  people  of  the  Jews  underwent  the  dreadful 
calamities  of  the  aiege  of  their  city:  when  also  it  was  taken,  and  their  temple  consumed,  and 
they  slain,  or  scattered  abroad  upon  tlie  face  of  the  whole  eartli. 

Nor  can  we  avoid  observing  the  estate  and  condition  of  this  people,  the  posterity  of  Abraham, 
the  friend  of  God;  the  children  of  Jacob,  whom  God  preferred  to  the  children  ol  Esau ;  whom 
God  had  chosen  to  be  his  people  above  all  the  people  of  the  earth  :  as  Moses  reminds  them  in 
that  solemn  and  paUietic  address  at  the  end  oi  the  book  of  Deuteronomy:  "  When  the  Most 
High  divided  to  the  nations  their  inheritance,  when  he  separated  the  sons  of  Adam,  he  set  the 
bounds  of  the  people  according  to  the  number  of  the  children  of  Israel.  For  the  Lord's  portioa 
is  his  people,  «facob  is  the  lot  of  his  inheritance,**  Deut.  xxxiii.  8,  9* 
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It  is  not  reasonable  to  think,  that  God  would  carry  it  unkindly  toward  them,  or  stand  at  a 
distance  fVom  them,  without  some  just  ground  of  offence  and  provocation. 

Moreover,  we  know,  that  he  promised  to  bless  them  abundantly  if*  they  heaikened  to  his 
^ presets,  and  walked  in  the  ways  he  prescribed  them:  decladng  at  the  same  time,  that  if  they 
were  disobedient,  he  would  not  leave  them  unpunished,  "  If  ye  will  walk  in  my  statutes,  and  keeip 
my  commandments,  and  do  them,'*  Lev.  xxvi.  3.  "  I  will  set  my  tabernacle  among  you,  and 
my  soul  shall  not  abhor  you:  and  I  will  walk  with  you,  and  will  be  your  God,  and  ye  shall  be 
my  people,*'  ver.  II.  But  if  ye  will  walk  contrary  unto  me,  then  will  I  also  walk  contrary  unto 
you,  and  will  punish  you,"  ver.  39,  24.  **  And  if  ye  will  not  for  all  this  hearken  unto  me,  but 
walk  contrary  unto  me;  then  I  will  walk  contrary  unto  you  in  fury,  and  will  chastise  you  yet 
^ven  times  for  your  sins,"  ver.  27-  And  his  treatment  of  this  people  in  all  ages  has  been 
Agreeable  to  these,  and  other  like  declarations. 

Since,  therefore,  this  ^vourite  people,  so  long  called  by  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  sp  dis'  . 
tii^^shed  by  him,  are  under  tokens  of  divine  di^leasure:  since  they  are  no  longer  in  the  l^nd 
of  Canaan,  which  had  been  given  to  them,  and  lie  under  many  disadvantages  in  the  places  where 
tiiey  live,  there  must  be  some  ground  and  reason  of  it.  And  a  very  likely  reason  ofiers,  when  we: 
consider,  as  before  hinted,  the  time  when  the  present  affliction  commenced,  even  soon  aft^ 
the  aj^aring  of  Jesus  in  this  world. 

And  we  shall  be  ccmfirmed  in  the  supposition,  that  this  dispersion  is  owing  to  their  sin  in  re^^ 
jecting  the  Lord  Jesus^  if  we  consider  farther,  when  he  appeared,  and  who  he  was. 

He  came  ft  the  time  appointed  for  the  Messiah,  when  the  temple,  built  after  the  Babylonislv 
captivity,  was  in  its  glory,  when  the  registers  of  their  families  were  in  bein^,  and  when  the  Jews 
themsdves  and  aH  nations  around  them  were  in  expectation  of  such  an  emment  person. 

And  must  we  not  think,  that  since  Jesus  answered  the  character  of  the  promised  Messiah, 
or  the  Lord's  anointed,  it  must  be  a  great  and  heinous  sin  to  reject  and  crudfV  him?  If* 
there  be  any  truth  in  the  evangelical  history,  (as  certainly  it  is  all  matter  of  fact,  and  but  a  part 
only  dfthe  gi'eat  things  done  by  Jesus  are  there  related)  he  was  a  most  excellent  person,  and  a 
most  eminent  prophet.  Must  not  any  people,  the  Jews  especially,  be  accountable  for  such  a 
privilege  ?  Must  not  their  guilt  in  rejecting  Jesus  appear  aggravated,  when  we  consider  that  they 
craciGed  him,  and  repented  not :  though  he  rose  from  tiie  dead,  and  his  aposties  continued  a 
good  ^ile  afterwards  preaching  among  them  ? 

It  is  also  remarkable,  that  when  Jesus  wais  condemned  as  an  impostor  and  malefactor,  they 
imprecated  the  guilt  of  his  death  upon  themselves  and  their  children.  Matt,  xxvii.  25. 

And  the  long  continuance  of  this  affliction  is  very  striking,  so  far  beyond  any  thing  they  had 
before  undergone  :  and  yet  they  are  not  guilty  of  idolatry,  as  in  times  past :  but  all  false  gods, 
and  all  images  in  worship,  are  an  abomination  to  them. 

When  Solomon  consecrated  the  temple  he  had  built  he  prayed :  "  If  thy  people  sin  against 
thee,  aijfl  thou  be  angry  with  them,  and  deliver  them  to  the  enemy,  so  that  they  carry  them  cajptive 
into  the  Ijwid  of  the  enemy,  far  or  near :  if  they  shall  bethink  themselves,  in  the  land  wliither 
they  »re  OEtrried  captives,  saying,  we  have  sinned,  and  have  done  perversely,  we  have  committed 
wickedness :  and  so  return  unto  thee  with  all  their  heart,  and  with  all  theu:  soul,  in  the  land  of 
their  enemies,  which  led  them  captive,  and  pray  unto  thee:**— then  "hear  thou  their  prayer 
and  their  sop^ication  in  heaven  thy  dwelling  plaice,  and  maintain  their  cause,  and  forgive  thy 
people  that  have  sinned  against  thee,  and  all  their  transgressions  wherein  they  have  transgressed 
agamst  thee,**  1  Kings  viii.  46—50. 

And  long  after  this  Nehcmiah,  mindful  of  the  measures  which  God  had  openly  declared  he 
would  observe  with  this  people,  prays  after  die  same  manner:  **  O  Lord  God  of  heaven,  that 
keepest  covenant  and  mercy  with  them  that  love  thee ; — remember,  I  beseecji  thee,  the  word 
which  thou  commandedst  thy  servant  Moses,  saying.  If  ye  transgress,  I  will  scatter  you  abroad 
among  the  nations :  but  if  ye  turn  unto  me,  and  keep  my  commandments,  and  do  them:  though 
there  were  of  you  cast  out  unto  the  uttermost  part  of  heaven,  yet  I  will  gather  them  fi'om  thence, 
and  will  bring  them  to  the  place  that  I  have  chosen  to  set  my  name  there,**  Neh.  i.  5 — 9* 

Since  then  they  still  continue,  under  many  disadvantages,  in  the  dispersion,  which  began  so 
long  ago^  it  leads  us  to  conclude,  that  there  is  some  sin  tSey  have  committed,  which  they  have 
not  repented  of,  the  guilt  of  which  therefore  still  lies  heavy  upon  them. 

St.  Chiysostom  in  one  of  his  homilies  to  his  hearers,  the  people  of  Antiocli,  discoursiDg  upon 
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tlife  very  topic,  the  long  duration  of  the  Jews'  dispersion  and  captivi^,  has  this  thought:  !£• 
Jesus  had  been  a  maleractor  and  a  deceiver,  as  the  Jews  pretended,  it  might  have  been  honour^ 
able,  and  accounted  for  righteousness  to  them,  that  they  put  him  to  death.  On  the  ccmtrary, 
since  the  crucifixion  of  Jesus,  they  have  been  chastised  more  severely  than  when  they  were 
guilty  of  idolatry,  and  sacrificed  their  children  to  Moloch. 

In  this  long  dispersion,  of  so  many  ages,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  divers  attempts  have  been 
made  by  them  to  return  into  Canaan,  and  rebuild  their  temple;  and  it  is  well  known  that  they 
have  formed  conspiracies,  and  made  violent  attempts  to  restore  their  government  in  the  land  of 
Canaan:  but  they  have  been  always  defeated  and  overthrown. 

Destgns  of  another  kind  may  have  been  entered  into.  One  thing  is  often  mentioned  by 
ancient  historians.  The  Emperor  Julian,  commonly  called  the  apostate,  because  after  having 
been  educated  in  the  Christian  religion,  he  turned  heathen,  about  three  hundred  years  after  the 
destruction  of  Jerusalem;  formed  a  scheme  of  rebuilding  the  temple.  Filled  with  enmity  against 
the'  people  whom  he  had  forsaken,  but  still  desirous  to  avoid  the  scandal  of  open  persecution,  he 
tried  every  method  to  humble  the  Christians,  and  root  out  their  religion.  Knowing  ^  the  aver- 
sion  of  the  Jewisfi  people  to  Christianity,  he  sent  for  some  of  their  chief  men,  and  asked  them 
why  they  did  not  sacrifice  ?  They  answered,  because  they  could  sacrifice  no  where  but  at  the 
temple  at  Jerusalem,  and  now  they  had  none.  He  bid  tnem  take  good  heart,  and  engaged  to 
build  a  temple  for  them.  And  ""  accordingly  gave  full  powers  and  strict  orders  for  that  purpose 
to  proper  officers  allotting  likewise  large  sums  out  of  the  public  revenue.^  But  when  materials 
were  provided,  and  they  were  about  to  lay  the  foundations  of  the  intended  temple,  the  work* 
men  were  tenified,  and  some  of  them  scorched  by  frequent  and  repeated  eruptions  of  fire 
from  the  earth:  as  is  related  by  divers  authors,  who  hved  at  the  time  or  near  it:  and  particulariy 
by  a  heathen  historian  of  good  credit,  and  a  friend  and  admirer  of  Julian.  Undoubtedly  such  a 
design  was  formed  and  defeated. 

If  they,  *■  who  lived  about  three  Imndred  years  after  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  though^ 
this  captivity  of  the  Jewish  people  long : '  how  much  more  may  we,  when  it  is  now,  not  only 
three  bunderd,  but  thrice  three  hundred  years,  and  almost  double  that  number,  innce  the  com* 
mencement  of  it. 

If  they  who  lived  above  a  thousand  years  ago  observed  the  long  continuance  of  this  disper- 
sion,  as  exceeding  every  thing  of  the  like  kind  that  had  befallen  this  people,  certainly  the  con> 
f  inuance  of  it  to  this  day  must  appear  very  extraordinary  and  afifecting. 

5.  The  subsistence  of  the  Jewish  people  at  this  time  affords  an  attestation  to  divers  things 
wpon  which  some  evidences  of  the  Christian  religion  depend. 

*  For  hereby  all  are  assured  of  the  antiquity  and  genuineness  of  the  scriptures  of  the  Old  Tes« 
lament.  These  are  received  by  them,  and  read  in  their  S3magogues:  and  they  allow,  that 
therein  are  contained  promises  of  a  great  and  eminent  deliverer.  None  therefore  can  pretend, 
that  the  scriptures,  so  often  appealed  to  by  CJirist  and  his  apostles,  are  forgeries  of  Christians. 

Possibly  we  are  not  aware  now  great  an  advantage  we  have,  in  this  respect,  from  the  sub- 
sistence of  the  Jewish  people,  and  their  synagogue  worship,  where  the  scriptures  of  the  Old  Tes^ 
tament  are  often  read. 

It  is  true,  the  time  of  Christ's  coming  seems  to  have  been  a  time  of  greater  knowledge,  and 
more  general  commerce,  than  that  of  the  deliverance  of  the  Jewish  people  from  Egyptian 
bondage :  but  a  variety  of  evidence  for  important  facts,  such  as  the  coming  of  Christ,  and  his 
teaching  among  the  Jews,  is  not  to  be  despised,  but  thankfully  accepted.  And  if  the  Jewish 
people  had  been  extinguished  soon  aft«r  the  coming  of  Christ,  and  the  planting  of  his  religion  in 
the  world,  some  things  might  have  been  disput^  by  enemies  which  are  now  incontestable. 
Some  might  have  had  the  assurance  to  4eny,  tW  ever  there  was  such  a  people  in  the  world, 
or  tlmt  ever  a  nation  existed  which  conformed  to  the  institutions  of  Moses :  and  they  might  have 

.  •  Vid.  Chrysost  T.  1.  p.  652,  653.  Ed.  Bened.   .  fectk.    Cum  itaque  rei  idem  fbrtiter  instaret  Alypius,  juva- 

*»  See  Socrat.  H.  E.  1.  3.  c.  20;     Sozoni.  1.  5.  c.  20.  retquc  provinciae  rector,  metucndi  globi  flaromarum  prope 

Thedrt.  1.  3.  c.  20.  Chrya.  T.  1.  p.  580,  646,  &c.T.  2.  p.  574.  fiindamenta  crebrii    assultibus    erumpentea,    fecere   locum 

<=  Ambitiosom  quondam  apud   HieT08ol)rroam  templum,  exuatii  aliquoties  operantibus  inaccessum.    Hocque  mode  ele- 

quod  post  multa  et  interneciva  certamina  obsidente  Vespasi-  meuto   destkiatius   repellente^   cessavit   inceptum.     Amm. 

ano  posteaque  Tito  segre  est  expugnatum,  instaurare  aomtibus  Marcel.  1.  23.  c.  i. 

cogiiabat  imipodicis.    Ncgotiumque  maturandum  Alypio  de-         «»  Cbrysostom  and  others. 

derat  Antiochensi,  qui  ofim  Britaunias  ouraverat^  pro  Prx- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


the  Truth  of  the  Christian  Religion.  45 

formed  aa  argument,  which  would  have  affected  some  persons,  little  <!onversant  in  ancient 
history.  And  our  case  might  have  resembled  that  of  the  Jewish  people  of  old,  who  were  some- 
times obliged  to  labour  in  the  proof,  that  *  they  were  not  expelled  out  of  Egypt,  but  conducted 
thence  under  the  especial  care  of  a  powerful  providence  and  protection. 

But  here  possibly  a  scruple  may  arise  in  the  minds  of  some :  and  they  may  say,  if  the  sub- 
sistence of  tne  Jewish  people  be  so  much  to  the  advantage  of  the  Christian  religion,  might  it 
npt  have  been  as  well  for  them,  to  have  continued  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  mamtaining  the 
ancient  form  of  their  conmKmwealth^  and  living  in  power  and  splendour,  as  in  some  times 
of  old? 

I  answer,  it  wa&  not  fit. 

1.)  For  theii  lejecting  the  Messiah  must  require  some  tokens  of  divine  resentment  and  dis- 
pleasure. If  Jesus  wrought  such  miracles  as  are  i-ecorded  in  the  gospels,  and  was  crucified  by 
the  Jews:  and  if  his  apostles  preached  in  his  name,  and  were  abused,  as  the  history  of  the  New 
T^tament  relates :  it  was  highly  proper,  that  after  waiting  to  be  gracious,  God  should  send  re- 
markable judgments  upon  them,  if  they  repented  not;  which  they  did  not,  but  went  on. 
increasing  in  wickedness,  as  we  are  assured  by  Josephus,  and  other  historians. 

-  2.)  It  was  by  no  means  fit  that  the  ancient  power  of  the  Jews  should  be  continued  to  them,, 
consiaerii^  their  rejection  of  Jesus,  and  their  enmity  to  them  that  believed  in  him.  The  oppo- 
sition they  would  have  made  to  the  followers  of  Jesus,  the  sufferings  they  would  have  brought 
upon  them,  would  have  been  insupportable  by  human  nature.  By  the  severest  persecution 
within  their  own  territories,  and  by  solemn  and  powerful  embassies  into  foreign  parts,  disparaging 
the  disciples  of  Jesus  and  their  principles,  they  would  have  extirpated  them  as  soon  as  they  were 
risen  up.  We  may  clearly  collect  as  much  from  the  afflictions  and  sufferings  they  actually 
breudit  upon  the  apostles  and  other  disciples  of  Jesus ;  though,  their  authority  and  influence  were^ 
greauy-  restrained  by  the  superior  power  of  the  Roman  empire^. 

,    3.)  If  the  Jewish  nation  had  continued  to  subsist  m  theit  former  power  and  splendour,, 
some  evidences  of  the  truth  of  the  Christian  religion  had  not  been  so  cogent  as  they  are  :  for^ 
now  the  temple,  built  after  the  return  from  Babylon,  where  the  promised  Messiah  was  to  appear, 
is  in  ruins :  therefore  be  is  already  come.     The  Jewish  tribes  and  families  are  confounded,  and 
it  is  impossible  ^ny  Messiah  should  arise  now,  who  can  be  known  to  be  of  the  tribe  of  Judah  and. 
the  £^pUy  of  David.     In  a  word,  if  the  Jewish  commonwealth  and  temple   still  subsisted,  all 
the  preceding  arguments,  taken  from  their  afflictive  circumstances,  would  be  weakened:  but 
that  is  neither  for  their,  nor  our  benefit*    That  it  is  not  for  ours  is  manifest  ^  nor  is  it  for  theirs : 
ibr  it  is  conducive  to  their  best  interest,  that  the  evidences  of  Christianity  should  be  strong  and 
affecting ;  that  they  may  be  provoked  to  jealousy,  and  all  Israel  may  be  saved;  that  is,  that  the 
prejudices,  which  they  are  so  apt  to  indulge  may  be  weakened  and  removed  ;  and  that  all  who 
can  be  persuaded,  may  be  disposed  to  embrace  tne  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and  receive  him  as  the 
Messiah. 


/  Mjf  then,  have  they  stumbled^  that:  they  should  fall ?  God' forbid..   But  rather  through  their  falU. 
sahation  is  come  unto  the  G^ntUes,  for  to  provoke  Aem  ta  jealousy. — Rom.  xi.  11* 

III.  Before  I  conclude  this  argument  I  choose  to  mention  a  few  remarks  and  dliservations,. 
which  I  hope  may  be  of  some  use. 

1.  The  argument  afforded  us  for  the  truth  of  our  reUgion  from  the  subsistence  and  afflictive 
circumstances  of  the  Jewish  people  was  not  absolutely  necessary;  but  yet  it  was  expedient,  and^ 
is  very  useful. 


It  was  not  absolutely  necessary :  for  though  the  Jewish  nation^  had  been. long  affo  extinct; 
that  is,  though  they  had  not  now  been  a  distinct  people,  but  had  been  lost  and  mingled  with 
'  ^T  nations,  so  that  no  remains  of  them  had  been  now  observable,  following  any  of  the  ordi- 
ces  of  the  law  of  Moses  f  yet  we  should  have  had  sufficient  evidence  of  the  truth  of  ttie 

•  See  Jot^iM  at  the  epd  o£  ht&  ficst  hook  agahitt  Applon,  and  comiure  Tacitua>  Hist,  book  V.  near  the  beginnin£^ 
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Chnstian  rQligion,  or  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  and  his  doctrine  from  heaven.  This  we  could 
have  been  assured  of  from  our  Lord's  character,  the  excellence  of  his  principles,  his  miracles; 
his  resurrection,  and  other  particulars,  well  known,  and  formerly  mentioned. 

But  yet  this  argument,  from  the  being  and  afflictive  circumstances  of  the  Jewish  people,  was 
ex^dient,  and  is  veiy  useful;  as  abundantly  appears  from  the  considerations  which  have  beeii 
-  insisted  on  in  the  discourses  upon  this  subject. 

2.'  We  may  likewise  observe,  that  some  evidences  of  the  truth  of  the  Christian  reli^on  ai^ 
not  weakened,  but  do  rather  gain  force  by  length  of  time. 

A  history  of  facts  may  be  thought  to  lose  some  deffree  of  credibility  in  a  long  tract  of  time: 
and  therefore  it  might  he  feared,  that  the  evangelical  history  might  some  time  suffer  upon  that 
account :  but  indeed  it  is  so  circumstanced,  and  has  in  it  so  many  internal  characters  of  truth, 
and  is  so  supported  by  external  testimonies  of  various  kinds,  that  its  credit  must  remain  to  the 
latest  ages  inviolable. 

However  it  is  sufficient  that  this  kind  of  evidence  remains  as  it  is;  but  then  some  other  evi*^ 
dence  advances  and  gains  strength  by  time. 

Christ  assured  Peter  that  he  would  build  his  church  upon  a  rock,  and  **  Aat  the  gates  of 
hell  should  not  prevail  against  it,**  Matt.  xvi.  18.  Tlie  longer  Christianity  has  a  being  in  the 
world,  the  fulfilment  of  that  promise  is  the  more  remarkable,  and  the  foreknowledge  of  Christ 
the  more  conspicuous;  especially  considering  what  oppositions  of  various  kinds,  in  all  ages,  are 
made  against  this  doctrine;  some  by  force,  and  some  by  art  and  sophistry:  and  considering  like- 
wise the  weakness  and  inconstancy  of  mankind,  and  that  some,  who  in  name  are  friends,  weaken 
the  interest  they  profess  to  uphold. 

When  a  certain  woman,  not  long  before  our  Lord's  removal  out  of  this  worid,  opened  a 
very  precious  vessel  of  ointment,  and  poured  it  upon  his  head,  some  had  indignation,  and 
seemed  to  think  it  too  great  and  expensive  a  mark  of  respect:  but  he  answered  them :  "  Verily 
I  say  unto  you,  wheresoever  this  gospel  fliall  be  preached  in  the  whole  world,  there  shall  also 
that  which  this  woman  has  done  be  told  for  a  memorial  of  her,*'  Matt.  xxvi.  6—13.  And  every 
time  this  portion  of  scripture  is  read,  especially  in  late  ages,  it  establishes  the  belief  of  our  Lord's 
great  character. 

Jesus  oflen  spoke  of  manv  coming  **  from  the  east  and  the  west,  and  from  the  north  and  the 
south,  to  sit  down  with  Abranam,  and  Isaac,  and  Jacob  in  the  kingdom  of*  heaven,"  Matt.  viii.  11; 
that  is,  to  ■  partake  of  the  privileges  of  the  gospel,  and  the  blessings  of  the  Messiah's  kingdom* 
So  long  therefore  as  there  are  Gentiles  m  the  world,  who  thankfully  embrace  the  gospel, 
this  declaration  is  fulfilled.  And  the  longer  it  is  since  these  words  were  spoken,  the  more  »e 
they  verified.  And  every  accession  to  the  church  of  Christ  from  among  ignorant  and  darkened 
'  Gentiles  is  a  fresh  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  his  dbctrine. 

The  dispei-sion  of  the  Jews,  the  longer  it  lasts,  still  more  and  more  does  it  strengthen  the 
evidences  of  the  Christian  religion;  it  is  the  more  remarkable :  it  is  a  plainer  and  a  more  afll^ct- 
ing  token  of  divine  displeasure  against  them.  The  greater  assurance  does  it  afford  that  the 
Messiah  is  already  come:  and  the  more  impossible  is  it  rendered  for  any  man  to  prove  himself 
of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  and  the  family  of  David,  whence  the  Messiah  was  to  arise.  For  these 
reasons  their  present  dispersion  is  prolonged,  and  may  be  duly  attended  to  by  all  to  whom  the 
consideration  of  it  may  be  of  use !  .      • 

3.  These  things  ought  also  to  be  considered  as  warnings  to  us. 

Paul,  the  apostle  more  especially  of  the  Gentiles,  fails  not  to  make  this  use  of  the  argument 
he  is  upon:  "  And  if  some  of  the  branches  be  broken  off,  and  thou  being^  a  wildoUve,  wast 
grafted  in  among  them,  and  with  them  partakest  of  the  root  and  fatness  of  tlie  olive  tree,  boast 
not  against  the  branches:  but  if  thou  boast,  thou  bearest  not  the  root,  but  the  root  thee.  Thou 
wilt  say  then:  the  branches  were  broken  off^  that  I  might  be  grafled  in.  Well,  because  of  un- 
belief  they  were  broken  off,  and  thou  standest  by  faith.  Be  not  high-minded,  but  fear :  for  if 
God  spared  not  the  natural  branches  take  heed,  lest  he  spare  not  thee,"  Rom.  xi.  17 — ^23. 

In  the  subject  we  have  been  treating  of  there  is  not  only  an  argument  for  the  truth  of  our 
religion,  but  likewbe  an  admonition  to  us  to  take  heed  to  ourselves :  for  from  us  too  tlie  glory 
may  depart,  if  we  improve  not  our  privileges.     The  seven  churches  trf  Asia,  in  the  Reve-^ 

•  See  Whitby  upoo  Matt  viii.  11,  12. 
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laliom  were  warned,  and  most  of  them  threatened  with  the  removal  of  their  cMuflestick ;  unless 
they  speedily  repented,  and  did  the  first  works.  Many  Christian  churches,  planted  by  aposdes 
(rf"  Jesus,  and  watered  by  their  fellow-labourers,  have  fallen  to  decay  and  ruin.  Hie  name  ^d 
title  of  Christian  will  not  save  particular  persons  in  the  day  of  judgment.  Nor  will  the  name  of 
Jesus,  or  Christian  alone,  secure  churches  and  societies  in  this  world.  There  should  be  not  only 
the  leaves  of  a  fair  profession,  but  also  fruits  of  love  and  peace,  and  all  the  branches  of  righ- 
teousness and  true  holiness.  Christians  should  have  heavenly  minds,  and  their  lives  should  be 
adorned  with  acts  of  meekness,  patience,  self-denial,  and  zeal  for  each  other's  welfare.  With 
such  Christ  will  dwell.  They  honour  him,  and  he  will  honour  them  with  a  distinguished  care 
and  protection. 

4.  From  this  argument  we  may  be  able  to  form  some  judgment  concerning  the  general  con* 
version  of  the  Jews.  It  is  not  a  likely  thing:  if  ever  it  is  to  be,  there  does  not  appear  good 
reason  to  think  it  nigh. 

It  is  not  a  likely  *  thing,. considering  that  their  prejudices  are  still  very  great  and  strong,  and 
bave  been  so  all  along  from  the  beginning;  notwithstanding  the  great  care  of  the  apostles  of 
Jesus,  and  other  zealous  preachers  of  the  gospel,  to  remove  them. 

If  ever  there  is  to  be  a  general  conversion  of  the  Jews,  there  is  no  good  reason  to  think  it 
near  at  hand.  The  advantages  afforded  to  believers  in  Jesus  as  the  Christ,  from  the  dispersion 
and  afflictive  circumstances  of  the  Jewish  people,  in  their  argument  for  the  truth  of  tlieir  religion^ 
lead  us  to  this  apprehension.  So  long  as  there  remain  great  numbers  of  Gentile  people  un- 
converted to  the  faith  of  Jesus,  who  are  strangers  to  God,  and  his  Christ:  so  long  as  there  is,  and 
is  likely  to  be,  a  strenuous  opposition  made  by  many,  several  ways,  against  the  Christian  doc- 
trine :  so  long,  it  is  likely,  the  Jews  will  remain,  and  continue  to  be  a  distinct  people,  scattered 
abroad  upon  the  face  of  the  earth :  forasmuch  as  their  subsistence  in  that  manner  tends  mightily 
to  awaken  men,  and  to  confirm  and  strengthen  divers  arguments  for  the  truth  of  the  Christian 
religion. 

Nor  is  there  any  injustice  done  them  herein:  as  they  at  first  generally  rejected  Jesus,  they 
were  justly  rejected  and  cast  off  as  a  people:  but  still  by  the  faith  and  reception  of  the  Gentiles, 
they  are  caWea  upon  and  excited  to  believe  in  Jesus :  and  whenever  any  oi  them  are  awakened, 
convinced,  and  converted,  they  shall  be  accepted. 

St,  PauPs  argument  in  this  context  leads  us  into  this  way  of  thinking :  *^  Have  they  stumbled, 
that  they  should  fall?  By  no  means.  But  rather  through  their  fall  salvation  is  come  unto  the 
Gentiles,  for  to  provoke  them  to  jealousy.** 

And  his  words  at  the  twenty-fifth  verse  of  the  chapter  may  be  reckoned  strong  to  thi« 
purpose :  "  For  I  would  not,  brethren,  that  ye  should  be  ignorant  of  this  mystery,  lest  ye  be 
wise  in  your  own  conceit :  that  blindness  in  part  is  happened  unto  Israel,  until  the  fulness  of 
the  Gentiles  be  come  in  :**  that  is,  as  an  admired  expositor  paraphraseth  the  verse  :  *  For  ^  to 

•  prevent  your  being  conceited  of  yourselves,  my  brethren,  let  me  make  known  unto  you  what 

•  lias  been  yet  undiscovered  to  tlie\vorld;  that  the  blindness,  which  has  fallen  upon  a  part  of 

•  Israel,  shall  remain  upon  them  but  till  the  time  come,  wherein  the  whole  Gentile  world  shall 

•  enter  into  the  church,  and  make  profession  of  Christianity.* 

This  may  be  the  thing  intended  by  our  Lord,  when  he  says :  "  And  Jerusalem  shall  be 
trodden  down  of  the  Gentiles,  until  the  times  of  the  Gentiles  be  fulfilled,**  Luke  xxi.  24. 

As  for  St.  Paul's  words  at  the  twenty-sixth  verse,  they  are  understood  by  some  in  this 
manner:  "  And  so  all  Israel  shall  be  saved:**  *  And  '  so  all  Israel  shall  be  converted  to  the 

•  Christian  faith,  and  the  whole  nation  become  the  children  of  God:*  that  is,  when  the  fulness  of 
the  Gentiles  is  come  in. 

But  I  rather  think  the  meaning  to  be:  « In  this  way,  according  to  this  method  of  Divine 

•  Providence,  all  ^  good  and  well-disposed  men,  both  Jews  and  Gentiles,  will  be  saved;  that  is, 

•  will  be  brought  into  the  way  of  salvation,  taught  by  the  gospel;  or  will  embrace  the  means  of 

•  salvation  proposed  therein;  the  Jews  being  all  along  provoked  to  emulation  hj  the  Gentiles^ 

•  and  the  Gentiles  being  confirmed  in  their  faith  by  the  circumstances  of  the  Jewish  people.* 

»  Sec  Lightfoot*s  Works,  toL  I.  p.  ajS,  376.  £«y,  njv  f  wcixijy  cvyyevtiav  vsp^  rov  *\trpa%X  exoftgg,  Bits  «f 

^  Lo^e  upon  the  place.  s6¥cuy,  xaira  TTfV  rr,$  mtrit^i  ivyiVBta^  avrat  ^uvofhfu^os^ 

'  Locke  as  before.  Theodoret  in  loc.  X-  3-  P-  91.  D.  ^ 

*  Ua»lx  Ss  *I(rpaTjX  xoAfit  rag  mis'svovlai,  Hti  *g  ^Scuwif 
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However  this  seems  evident,  that  as  in  past  ages  the  Jews  had  been  of  great  setviee  in  up- 
holding rehgion  in  the  world,  and  from  them  at  length  it  was  brought  to  the  Gentiles;  so,  if  in  the 
end  the  Jews  are  converted  to  the  faith  of  Christ,  it  will  be  through  the  Gentiles:  and  probably, 
iipon  some  more  general  conversion  of  them  than  has  yet  been.  So  says  St.  Paul :  "  For  as  ye,*' 
Gentiles,  «  in  time  past  have  not  believed  in  God,  yet  now  have  obtained  mercy  thronffh  their 
unbelief:  even  so  have  these  also  now  not  believed,  that  thiough  your  mercy  they  also  may 
^obtain  mercy,'*  Rom.  xi.  30,  31. 

And  possibly  we  may  now  perceive,  that  some  notions  concerning  the  conversion  of  the 
Jews  are  false  and  groundless,  or  at  best  doubtful  and  uncertain.  For  some  ima^ne,  that 
upon  their  general  conversion  to  the  Christian  faith,  they  will  be  established  again  in  the 
4and  of  Judea,  and  that  Jerusalem,  with  its  temple,  will  be  rebuilt  with  great  splendour  and 
magnificence. 

But  *  that  supposition  is  liable  to  many  difficulties  and  objections.  Should  their  ancient 
polity  be  restored,  and  they  be  a  distinct  people  in  the  land  of  Israel,  separate  from  all  the  other 
people  of  the  earth  ?  The  ^  gospel  revelation  does  not  encourage  such  a  state  of  things  :  ancf 
therefore  it  is  not  reasonable  to  expect  it  should  be  brought  in  by  extraordinary  interpositions 
of  Providence,  under  the  dispensation  of  the  Messiah. 

Should  they  sacrifice  agam,  as  in  times  past  ?  The  law  of  Moses  is  no  longer  in  force,  and 
the  sacrifices  appointed  therein  are  below  the  dignity  of  the  gospel  institution. 

Moreover  our  Lord  plainly  declared,  that  all  distinctions  of  places  should  cease  uiider  the 
gospel :  and  that  worsnip  would  no  longer  be  peculiarly  acceptable  at  Jerusalem,  or  any 
other  city. 

The  continued  subsistence  of  a  large  body  of  the  Jewish  people  in  several  parts  of  the  world, 
•and  the  present  desolation  of  their  country,  or  the  small  number  of  inhabitants  therein,  are 
thought  by  some  to  amount  to  a  strong  argument  that  they  shall  themselves  return  thither,  and 
take  possession  of  it  again.  But  from  what  has  been  now  said  it  appears  that  the  fore-mentioned 
state  of  things  answers  very  valuable  ends  and  purposes:  though  the  Jewish  people  should 
never  be  reinstated  in  their  ancient  inheritance. 

It  is  likely  therefore,  that  whenever  there  is  a  general  conversion  of  the  Jews  to  the  faith  of 
Jesus,  they  will  become  Christians  indeed,  and  their  fondness  for  the  rites  of  the  Mosaic  law 
will  cease  :  that  they  and  the  Gentiles  may  become  one  people,  and  one  sheepfold  under  Clnist, 
the  universal  Lord  of  the  church,  the  Saviour,  and  the  Bishop  of  souls. 

Such  an  event  we  have  good  reason  to  wish  and  pray  for,  that  tlie  fulness  of  the  Gentiles 
may  be  brought  in,  and  that  then  the  blindness,  which  in  part  has  long  happened  to  the  Jewish 
people,  may  be  entirely  removed. 

In  the  mean  time  we  should  both  labour  for  the  conversion  of  ignorant  Gentiles,  and  do 
what  lies  in  our  power  to  provoke  the  people  of  the  Jews  to  jealousy  by  the  simplicity  of  our 
worship,  the  purity  of  our  faith,  and  the  goodness  of  our  lives/ 

5.  We  must  be  hence  induced  to  admire  the  exceeding  riches  of  the  wisdom  and  goodness 
of  God,  who  has  graciously  afforded  mankind  in  all  ages,  helps  for  knowing  the  great  truths  of 
religion. 

God  ever  spoke  to  all  in  the  voice  of  reason.     When  that  was  not  duly  attended  to,  and  the 

^  See  the  sentiments  of  Origen  and  Cbrysostoni»  and  '  often  does  the  gospel  gainsay  such  distinctiveness  and  pecu^ 

others,  in  Grotius  upon  Luke  xxi.  24.     And  see  Lightfoot's  '  liarity?*  Lightfoot,  veil.  I.  p.  377-     The  same  author  says. 

Works,  vol.  I.  p.  375 — 377.   and  p.  737,  738.     What  was  *  That  the  calling  of  the  Jews  shall  be  in  the  places  of  theii- 

£usebius*s  seotimAit  upon  this  point»  may  be  seen  in  his  Com-  *  residence  among  Christians  ;  and  that  their  calling  shall  not 

roentaries  upon  the  Psalms,  not  published  till  since  the  time  '  cause  tbcni  to  chaise  place,  but  condition.*  p.  738. 

of  Grotius,     At$a<ntovlai  Bv^ea^ai  rvysiv  rrfS  aico  rwv  fSvwy  *^  I  have  not  denied  that  there  will  be  a  genej^l  convewiot;! 

ruvayor/Tj;,  iv'  r^^jj  tpore  nj;  hoifnropx;  tLieoLWar/tyhs  sri  ro  of  the  Jewish  people.     Nor  would  I  be  understood  to  be 

wtro  avva^^'Mo-iv'  ottip  ta^cuoi  /tsv  favTA^ovlon  jw^XXfiv  Krea-^at  positive,  that  they  shall  never  return  to  the  land  of  Canaan  : 

mfXiff  vxpovli  finp,  eitifotylO*  avrois  ra  ijX£i/u.jUr6y8.  r^u^tf  $s  x.X.  though  I  have  mentioned  some  difficulties  attending  the  sup^ 

kuseb.  in  ^salm   105.  al.  106.  ver.  4?^  48,  p.  O9O.  edit,  position.    And  if  indeed  they  are  some  time  not  only  to  b^ 

Montf.  convened,  but  also  restored ^  I  am  persuaded  that  their  re»to- 

^  '  Not  that  Jerusalem  should  be  built  again,  when. the  ration  will  be  accomplished  in  a  manner  becoming  the  divine 

*  fulness  of  the  Gentiles  is  come  in,  which  the  Jews  conceit :  majesty,  and  that  all  people  will  rejoice  therein.   1  am  more- 
'^  nor.  that  thea  the  Jews  should 'be  unbliiKiftiided,  and-become.  over  of  opinion,  that  if  ever  this  be  brought  about,  their 

*  a  gospel-church,  as  the  Gentiles. had  -been.     For  what  a  worship  thenceforward  will  be  entirely  spiritual  and  evan- 
'  strange   world  does  sudi  a  supposal  imagine?  And  how  gelicaL  . 
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of  dmvenal  ignorahce  became  great,  he  separated  a  famfly,  that  of  Abraham,  from  th# 
felt  of  the  w(Hrld :  and  of  a  part  of  it  he  made  a  great  nation^  to  whom  he  gave  a  law :  who 
thereby  were  set  up  as  a  lamp  upon  a  hill,  to  lighten  the  world  around  them:  and  among  them, 

Sr  frequent  interpositions  or  his  wise  and  powerful  providence,  religion  was  maintained,  and 
ey  were  keiA  a  disdnet  nation,  enjoying  many  privileges,  until  the  Messiah  came,  and  religion 
was  roread  lar  and  wide  in  the  nations  of  the  earth,  according  te  promises  made  long  before. 
And  tnen,  the  Jews  generally  rejecting  that  blessing,  God  oast  them  off  from  being  his  people^ 
as  they  had  been,  and  poured  down  upon  them  tolens  of  his  displeasure :  yet  not  destroying 
:^m  utterly,  and  making  use  of  them,  even  under  afflictions,  td  support  the  truth  of  his  Son^s 
mission  and  authority,  wnom  they  had  crucified. 

Hor  is  there  herein  any  injustice  or  unkindness,  a^  has  been  oflen  observed  in  tliese  dis* 
courses:  for  still  they  .are  provoked  to  jealousy  by  those  who  are  taken  in  their  room  :  and  JM 
this  respect  they  now  enjoy  an  advantage,  with  regard  to  religion,  beyond  what  the  Gentiles  had 
formerly*  For  then  it  was  the  nation  of  the  Jews  only  to  whom  God  was  known,  and  many  of 
the  nations  c^  the  earth  was  remote  from  them.  But  the  unbelieving  Jews  for  the  most  pait 
live  among,  or  near  the  followers  of  Jesus,  and  have  better  opportunities  to  inform  themselves  of 
the  principle^  of  their  religion,  than  the  Gentiles  had  of  old  to  know  that  of  die  Israelites. 

And  tne  wisdom  of  Divine  Providence  in  the  former  and  latter  dispensation  is  admirad^ 
thoo^  above  our  full  comprehensioa:  as  the  apostle  obsei*ves  at  the  end  of  this  chapter,  ad- 
dressing himself  to  Grentile  Christians:  "  For  as  ye  in  times  past  have  not  believed  God,  yet 
iiow  have  obtained  merey  through  their  unbelief:  even  so  have  these  also  now  not  beh'eved,  that 
through  your  mercy  they  may  obtain  mercy :  for  God  has  concluded  all  in  unbelief,  that  he 
might  have  mercy  upon  all.  O  the  depth  of  the  riclies  both  of  the  wisdom  and  knowledge  of 
God  I  How  unsearchable  are  his  judgments,  and  his  ways  past  finding  out!  For  who  has  known 
i^  mind  of  the  Lord,  or  who  has  been  his  counsellor  ?  or  who  has. given  unto  him,  and  it  shall 
be  recompensed  to  him  again  ?  For  of  him,  and  through  him,  and  to  him«  are  all  things.  1^ 
"whom  be  glory  for  ever.** 

6.  We  may  hence  conclude,  that  <<  known  unto  God  are  all  his  works  fipom  the  be^^ianing.'' 
Acts  XV.  18.     It  is  an  observation  of  St.  James  at  the  council  of  Jerusalem. 

We  may  infer  from  the  event  that  God  foresaw  from  the  beginning  the  general  apostacy  of 
jpankind.  And  when  he  called  graham,  and  separated  him  to  himself  from  the  rest  of  the 
world,  he  foresaw  all  the  consequences  of  that  gracious  purpose  and  choice^  that  religion  wonld 
be  in  some  measure  upheld  in  the  world  till  the  Messiah  came:  and  that  when  be  was  come* 
after  the  space  of  many  ages  from  the  time  of  th^  first  promise  concerning  him,  tlie  various  or- 
dinances of  positive  appointment,  delivered  to  the  Jews  by  Moses,  which  had  been  of  use  to 
preserve  them  in  the  land  of  Judea  from  mixing  with  their  idolatrous  neighbours,  till  he  came, 
would  likewise  serve  to  keep  them  a  separate  people,  wherever  tliey  lived,  for  a  long  succession 
of  ages,  to  bear  testimony  to  his  ancient  covenants  with  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob  and  them- 
selves :  whilst  still  they  would  have  opportunities  of  knowing  the  religion  of  the  Messiah,  and 
iwhenever  their  hearts  should  be  touched,  they  might  be  again  received,  and  partake  in  ^1  the 
bles3inffs  of  his  If  ingdom. 

7*  It  may  be  reasonably  supposed,  that  it  will  be  delightful  in  the  heavenly  state  to  know 
and  observe  the  various  methods  of  Divine  Providence,  relating  to  his  creatures,  in  the  world 
where  we  have  lived:  particularly  to  observe  the  mani&ld  designs  of  wisdom  and  goodness  with 
regard  to  the  concerns  of  religion. 

A  wise  and  xUsceming  person  lias  now  great  delight  and  profitable  entertainment  in  reviewing 
these  works  of  Divine  Providence,  as  recorded  in  the  soi-iptures  of  tlie  Old  and  New  Testament : 
I^utthe  discoveries  in  a  future  state  maybe  much  more  full  and  complete,  and  consequently  more 
delightful.  We  may  then  see  the  overspreading  deluge  of  ignorance  in  some  places  and  ages^ 
the  wonderful  steps  by  which  light  was  restored,  and  all  tlie  virtue  of  the  instruments  raised  up 
hy  Ged,  and  employed  by  him;  the  faithful  and  disinterested  zeal  with  which  they  serx^ed  <>ocC 
-iiui  promoted  the  welfare  of  their  fellow-creatures;. and  how  even  afflictive « events  subserved 
beneficial  designs. 

But  this  review  of  things  will  not  be  pleasing  and  comfortable,  except  in  a  itate  of  ease  and 
happiness :  for  supposing  any  such  extensive  knowledge  in  regions  of  de^air  and  misery,  it 
could  not  alleviate,  but  must  aggravate  the  distress.     It  would  not  be  satis£u:tion^  but  vexiUioa 
VOL.  v.  u 
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lor  my  one,  fimdl'y  and  justly  rejected  of  God,  to  look  back  on  the  long  ^Mice  and  numefout 
periods  of  time,  and  observe  the  kind  provisions  made  by  the  Divine  Being  for  the  illummatKm 
find  salvation  of  men.  For  such  an  one,  I  say,  to  survey  the  scenes  of  Divine  Providence,  in 
ieveral  ages,  and  observe  the  time  and  place  wl^re  be  was  fixed,  having  many  advantage 
sifforded  mm,  and  more  in  his  power ;  but  all  abused,  or  neglected;  whilst  some  others,  less  pn- 
vil^ed,  acted  discreetly,  honoured  God,  and  laid  the  founcution  of  future  happiness:  to  such  an 
one  this  knowledge  would  be  tormenting  and  vexatious. 

But  though  such  extensive  knowleq^  should  not  be  the  portion  of  those  who  are  finally 
separated  from  God,  there  will  be  remetdbrance  of  things  past ;  what  ^len  have  done,  or  seg^ 
Jected  to  do,  what  means  of  knowledge  were  afibrded  them  in  this  woiid,  what  convictions  tk^ 
had  of  duty,  what  helps  they  enjoyed  in  securing  a  virtuous  conduct,  and  strei^fthening  them 
•gainst  temptations;  and  how  tney  &iled  to  improve  thme  many  advantages. 

How  piercing  must  it  be  in  the  place  of  torment  for  a  descendant  of  Abraha^i,  who  Hved  in 
tibie  time  of  our  Lord,  to  recollect  the  gracious  words  he  heard  from  his  moiith:  that  though 
J^BUs  taught  in  the  streets  of  his  city,  and  in  the  most  winning  manner  promised  everlastaftg 
m^  to  such  as  believed  in  him,  and  obeyed  him :  and  though  he  performed  mnaerous  miradesy 
healing  and  beneficial,  suited  to  the  goodness  of  his  doctrine,  and  tokens  o£  ihexjvessible  mild« 
ness  and  benevolence:  yet  he  despised  and  abused  this  amiable  person !  And  though  he  knew 
fb^  prophets  had  woken  of  a  great  deliverer  to  arise  among  them;  and  it  was  tte  prevaffii^ 
opinion  that  was  the  very  time  prefixed  for  his  coming;  he  would  not  hearken  to  him,  norr^ara 
hun,  because  of  some  groundless  prejudices,  and  too  strong  an  affection  for  worldly  possessfont 
and  enjoyments. 

In  like  manner,  for  certain,  to  ofhets  also  the  recollection  c£  religiotts  privileges,  not  im- 
proved, will  be  matter  of  torment  and  vexation. 

Children  of  pious  parents,  who  <<  set  at  nought  all  their  counsel,  and  will  none  of  their  re« 
proof  !*'  Prov.  i.  25.  30. 

Servants,  who  are  averse  to  the  order  and  restraint  of  religious  families,  and  offended  at  daily 
devotions,  and  frequent  readings  of  the  scriptures,  or  books  m  piety;  and  dioose  the  habitations 
of  the  wicked,  where  there  is  not  so  much  as  a  form  of  godliness,  or  an  appearance  of  religion; 
and  prefer  the  company  and  manners  of  the  dissolute,  who  are  a  reproach  to  human  nature ! 

A  Christian,  partaking  in  all  the  ordinances  of  the  gospel,  yet  acting  contrary  to  the  obl^» 
tions  he  is  under ! 

A  minister  in  God's  house,  shewing  to  others  the  way  of  salvation,  but  not  walking  in  it 
himself  1 

tlow  grievous  must  the  recollection  of  such  advantages  be  hereafter,  if  finally  abused  imd 
disregarded!  No  consolati(m  can  be  given  to  men  then*  The  sad  reflection  on  their  own  folly 
will  be  unavoidable  and  incurable. 

May  we  therefore  be  wise  to  know  and  mind  the  things  of  our  peace  now,  in  this  our  day. 
Let  us  secure  time  for  serious  reflections  on  our  conduct  and  our  aavantages:  let  us  compare  our 
light  and  knowledge  with  our  actions  and  purposes :  for  betweea  these  there  ought  to  be  an 
agreement:  where  much  is  given,  much  may  be  expected:  **  And  the  seivant,  who  knew  his 
Lcxrd's  will,  and  did  it  not,  wiU  be  beaten  with  many  strips.''  Luke  xii.  47. 

These  are  certain  truths :  and  these  things  will  some  time  afibrd  a  pleasing  and  comfortablet 
or  an  afflicting  and  sorrowful  recollection  and  remembrance.  It  is  an  awful  and  awakening  ob- 
servation of  our  Lord:  <'  This  is  the  condemnation,  that  light  is  come  into  the  worid:  and  men 
loved  darkness  rather  than  light,  because  their  deeds  were  evil.''  John  iii.  19^  If  any  of  us 
should  perish,  have  we  not  reason  to  dread  this  aggravated  ooademnaticm?  For  we  must  b^ 
sensible  we  have  had  sufficient  instnu^n  to  assure  us,  that  things  above  are  preferable  to  thii^ 
on  this  earth:  and  that  nothing  ou^t  so  to  divert  or  engage  us,  as  to  prevent  our  laying  up  to 
ourselves  treasures  in  heaven.  Col.  lii.  %  and  that  we  ought  so  to  order  all  our  present  concerns^ 
Mid  the  whole  (^  our  conversation,  as  may  best  promote  our  mMt  important  interest,  the  ever- 
lasting salvation  and  happiness  of  our  souls; 
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LEARNED  AND  REVEREND  JEREMIAH  HUNT,  D.  D. 

Who  departed  this  Lif«  Sept.  5»  1744,  in  the  Sixty-aereath  Tear  of  lus  Age. 
WlTIt  &Rt£F  MEMOIRS  OP  HIS  LIFE  AND  CHARACTER. 


In  uiy  FoAer^s  kau^  are  mar^  mamiam.    J[fit  'were  not  90^  I  waukl  furve  told  you.    John  xiy.  a. 

Oim  blessed  Lord»  who  had  the  human  nature,  with  its  sinless  infirmities,  was  tender  and  conu 
pasBumate;  and  bein^  very  sensible  of  the  vast  disappointment,  which  his  death,  e^eciallyin 
the  manner  it  should  happen,  would  be  to  his  disciples,  and  the  great  ecmcern  it  would  occasion  in 
their  minds,  upon  many  accounts,  not  only  forewarns  them  of  it,  but  suggests  to  them  likewise 
the  best  grounds  of  support  and  qpnsolation,  that  they  might  not  be  quite  ov^^helmed  with  grief 
in  that  £xk  and  discouraging  season. 

The  arguments  he  proposed  to  them  are  fitted  to  be  of  signal  use  to  his  disciples  and  followers 
throughout  all  ages,  in  the  time  of  afflictive  and  melancholy  events^ 

<«  Let  not  jrour  heart  be  troubled :  ye  believe  in  God :  oelieve  also  in  me.  In  my  Fatlier's  house 
are  many  mansions.   If  it  were  not  so,  I  would  have  told  you«'' 

In  n^hich  last  words  two  things  aie  observable  :  first,  a  comfortable  assurance  and  declaration ) 
secondly,  an  arj^ment,  or  consideration,  by  which  the  truth  and  certaint^r  of  that  declaratiojQ  is  im-^ 
pressed  on  their  minds.  Let  us  meditate  a  while  upon  each  of  these  points,  luid  then  apply  the 
whde  in  some  reflections. 

L  Here  is  a  comfortable  assurance  and  declaration :  <<  In  my  Father's  house  are  many 
mansions." 

By  house  mav  be  meant  the  universe,  which  is  the  workmanship  or  building  of  God.  Qiir 
LcMtl  will  then  oe  understood  to  say,  that  there  is  another  world :  there  are  other  abo4es,  or 
uMintsBonfl»  beside  those  on  this  earth :  and  when  I  remove  hence,  and  am  seen  here  no  more,  I 
sfaaU  stfll  ej:ist:  and  when  you,  or  other  good  men  die,  there  is  not  a  period  and  final  end  to 
your  or  (heir  existence  and  enjoyments.  There  are  otlier,  and  very  comfortable,  vea  better  aiui 
moae  durable  mansions,  than  wose  on  this  earth.  Very  agreeably  to  this  sense  and  interpretati^Ei 
St.  Ptol  says  to  the  Ephesians :  <<  I  bow  my  knees  to  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Chris^. 
of  wh<mi  the  whole  family  in  heaven  and  earth  is  named,'*  £ph.  iii.  14,  15. 

But  interpreters  have  generally  understood  the  wwd  house  here,  in  a  more  restrained  sense, 
of  heaven :  where  our  Lord  was  going,  whither  he  would  shortly  ascend  after  his  death  and  le* 
suffection.  As  the  temple  was  esteemed  by  the  Jews  God's  house,  and  our  Lord  himself  speaks 
of  it  as  his  **  Father^s  house,''  John  ii.  16 ;  and  Jerusalem  is  called  by  him  ^<  the  city  of  the 
great  King,"  Matt.  v.  35,  on  account  of  the  special  presrace,  and  the  extraordinary  manifes* 
titions  of  die  Divine  Being  in  the  temple  there;  so  neaven  may  be  fitly  spoken  of  in  the  cha- 
ncier of  God's  house,  there  being  the  brightest  appearance  of  his  presence,  and  the  fullest 
manife^tion  of  his  glory:  though  by  tlie  perfection  of  his  nature,  God,  the  infinite  mind,  is. 
every  where,  and  is  confined  to  no  particular  place  whatever :  as  Solomon  acknowledged  in 
his  prayer  at  the  dedication  of  tiie  magnificent  temple  at  Jerusalem :  <<  Behold,  the  heaven  of 
heavens  cannot  contain  thee,"  1  Kings  viii.  27*  **  How  much  less  this  house,  which  I  ha\i<e 
built?"  SChvon.  vi.  18. 
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When  our  Lord  says,  ^mray  Father's  house  are  many  mansions,*'  he  may  intend  to  Ae^ 
clare,  as  some  have  supposed,  that  in  heaven  are  many  abodes  for  good  men,  and '  different 
degrees  of  happiness  and  glory,  in  proportion  to  the  advances  which  they  make  in  this  3tate, 
and  to  the  services  they  penorm  for  the  honour  oi  God,  and  the  good  of  their  fellow- 
creatures. 

Or,  in  heaven  there  is  room  for  you,  and  me,  and  all  good  men  of  the  several  ages  of  the 
world,  and  dispensations  of  Divine  Providence. 

<  There  ^  seems  to  be  an  allusion  to  the  manner  of  travelling  and  providing  entertainment  in 
'  the  eastern  countries  \  where  they  had  not  such  inns  as  we  have,  but  large  houses,  or  caravan- 

<  saries,  where  were  many  mansions,  in  which  they  might  lie  on  carpets,  or  coUches,  and  pro- 
«  vide  and  prepare  their  own  victuals.     When  a  number  of  persons  travelled,  there  yn»  a  prce- 

*  cursor,  one '  of  their  own  company,  who  "  went  before  to  prepare  a  place  for  them,  and  then 
'  came  back  again,  and  received  them^''  or"^  conducted  them  to  the  mansions  he  had  prepared 
« for  thenu' 

Our  Lord  then  may  be  understood  to  say  to  his  disciples :  *  You  need  not  be  so  excessively 

*  grieved  and  concerned,  as  you  appear  to  be,  on  account  of  my  departure  from  you,  and  the  dif- 
'  ficulties  you  may  afterwards  meet  with.  For  it  is  a  certain  truth,  that  in  my  Father's  house  are 
^  many  mansions,  and  plentiful  accommodations.     And  though  I  leave  you  tor  the  present,,  you 

<  will  throughout  your  whole  life  have  protection  and  needfiu  supplies  in  all  dangers  and  dfiffi- 

*  culties.    I  go  before  you  now :  but  you  shall  follow  me  hereafter,  and  may  be  assured  of  a  kind 

*  reception  into  the  mansions  I  prepare  for  you.* 

**  If  it  were  not  so,  I  would  have  told  ^ou.  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you :  and  if  I  go,  and 
pr^mre  a  place  for  you,  I  will  come  again,  and  receive  you  to  myself,  that  where  I  am,  there 
yfe  may  be  also."  And,  after  his  resurrection  t  **  I  ascend  to  my  Fathev  and  your  Father :  and  to 
my  God,  and  yo«r  God."*  John  xx.  17. 

That  is  the  first  thing  in  the  words. 

II.  The  other  thing  observable  is  an  argument  or  consideration,  by  whieb  the  tnith  and  cer- 
tittnty  of  that  declaration  is  impressed  upon  them. 

The  argument  is  friendly  and  familiar,  suited  to  persons  who  are  treated  with  intimacy,  as 
the  disciples  had  been  by  our  Lord,  and  were  not  unacquainted  with  the  doctrine  be  had  taught; 
bat  knew,  that  this  pointy  of  another  Iife»  and  recompenses  therein,  had  been  mueb  insisted  on 
by  him.  Though  therefore  the  argument  be  familiar,  it  is  very  forcible,  and  must  have  come  with 
groat  weight  upon  their  minds. 

*♦  If  it  were  not  so^  I  would  have  told  you."  The  sum  of  this  argument  is :  *  I  •  would  not  de* 

*  ccive  you.   If  you  take  me  for  a  person  of  sincerity,  as  certainly  you  must,  you  will  rely  upon 

*  the  truth  of  wnat  I  say  concerning  this  matter.' 

The  argument  seems  to  comprise  in  it  these  several  thoughts  and  considerations ;  most  of 
which  might  arise  in  the  disciples  minds,  and  do  now  readily  present  themselves  to  us. 

1.  ^  You  know,  that  I  have  professed  to  act  with  divine  authority,  and  that  I  have  in  the 

<  most  solemn  manner  promised  everlasting  life  and  hairiness  to  them  that  believe  in  me,  and 

*  obey  my  precepts.     You  must  therefore  rely  upon  the  truth  of  this^  declaration,  and  the  doc- 

*  trine  I  now  remind  vou  of,  and  should  take  the  comf(Mrt  of  it.     If  you  would  nbt  cast  upor\ 

*  me  the  reflection  of  being  a  deceiver,  you  must  receive  this  prq>osition,  as  most  true  and 

*  certain.* 

You  have  often  heard  me  speak  to  this  purpose :  **  I  came  down  from  heaven,  not  to  do 
my  own  will,  but  the  will  of  him  that  sent  me.  And  this  is  the  Father's  will,  that  of  all  which 
he  has  given  me,  I  should  lose  nothing,  but  should  raise  it  up  at  the  last  day.  And  this  is  the 
will  of  him  that  sent  me,  that  every  one  which  seeth.the  Son,  and  believeth  on  him,  may  have 
everiasting  life,  and  I  will  raise  him  up  at  the  last  day»"  John  vi.  99^  40«. 

»  Multitudinem  autem  loconim  non  male  veCeres  intelK-  *  Continuator  siniilitudo.     Nam  soTent  qui  primi  in  diver- 

gont  cum  graduum  dtfierentiis,  &c.  Grot,  in  loc.  sonum  vcnerunt  ceteris  jam  adventantibus  obriam  procedere, 

^'That  is  an  observation  of  Dr.  Hunt  bimjjelf,  who  often  et  cos  introduoere,  &c.     Grot,  in  v.  3. 

had  in  bis  moutb  tke  words  of  cbe  text  and  context.  *  St  locus  non  esset  yobia,  aperte  hoc  dixinem  VQbis,  Qt 

^  Similitudo  sumt'a  ab  uno  comitum,  qui  in  itinere  phe-  mos  metis  est :  ademassem  vobis  spem  iuanem*    Grot  in  loc* 

gressus  ad  diversoriom  ibi  ceteris  cubicula  assignat^  et  emcit,  '  '           *       ^ 

ut  veoientibusparata  nnt.    Grot.  ib.  ....               .        . 
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Moreover  you  have  received  and  owned  me  as  a  teacher  come  from  God»  yea  as  the  Christ, 
and  ••  having  the  words  of  eternal  life,"  John  vi.  08,  ()9. 

After  this  you  cannot  but  be  persuaded,  that  I  am  true  and  sincere :  I  must  know  what  is 
tiie  truth :  it  is  impossible  I  should  be  ignorant,  whether  there  is  another  life  after  this,  or  not^: 
and  you  cannot  but  think,  that  what  I  have  said  is  agreeable  to  the  truth  of  things. 

So  John  Baptist  said  in  his  last  testimony  to  Jesus :  **  And  what  lie  hath  seen  and  heard, 
that  he  testifies.  He  that  receiveth  his  testimony  hath  set  to  his  seal,  that  God  is  true,*^' 
John  iiL  3S. 

2.  *  Consider,  how  upon  the  ^ound  of  the  expectation  of  recompenses  in  a  future  state,  J 
« have  taught  and  required  men,  m  the  whole  of  their  life  here,  not  to  seek  principally  the  things 
«  of  this  present  world,  but  of  another.* 

I  have  taught  men,  in  all  acts  of  worship  performed  to  God,  and  of  goodness  to  one  another, 
not  to  aim  at  present  and  earthly,  but  ftiture  and  heavenly  recompenses.  And  I  have  directed  * 
them  not  to  "  lay  up  to  themselves  treasures  on  earth,"  liable  to  wasting  and  corruption :  but 
rather  "to  lay  up  to  themselves  treasures  in  heaven,"  which  are  secure  above  all  accidents;, 
"  where  neither  moth  nor  rust  doth  corrupt,  and  where  thieves  do  not  break  through  and  steal,? 
Matt.  vi.  19,  20.  I  have  also  directed  you  "  not  to  do  your  alms  to  be  seen  of  men,'*  but  as  pri- 
vatdy  as  possible,  that  *•  your  Father,  which  seeth  in  secret,  may  reward  you  openly,**  in  the 
day  of  judgment  and  general  retribution.  Matt.  vi.  1 — 4.     . 

.  Yea  I  have  not  only  taught  modenition  of  afiection  for  worldly  riches  and  i;eputation^;  but  I 
have  also  encouraged  men  to  endure  neglect,  contempt,  reproach,  pain,  and  al]  kinds  of  m^ 
ferings  in  die  way  of  truth  and  righteousness,  if  need  be,  with  assurances  of  a  rewaid  that  shall 
be  exceeding  great.  I  have  pronoimced  them  blessed  who  siifier  upon  that  account,  sayings 
••Blessed  are  they  which  are  persecuted  for  righteousness*  sake,  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.  Blessed  are  ye,  when  men  shall  revile  you,  and  persecute  you,  and  say  all  manner  of 
ewa  of  you  £tlsely  for  my  sake.  Rejoice,  and  be  exceeding  glad ;  for  great  is  your  reward  in 
heaven,*'  Matt.  v.  .10,  11. 

Certainly  I,  who  have  continually  taught  you  and  others  in  this  manner,  must  be  sincere  in 
what  1  declare,  and  be  fully  persuaded  that  there  is  another  world,  where  all  good  and  righteoua 
men,  persevering  to  the  end,  shall  be  very  happy,  and  be  gloriously  rewarded. 

8.  Consider  farther,  *  the  precepts  delivered  by  me  are  such,  that  obedience  to  them  cannot 
•  have  its  reward  in  the  present  world,  but  in  another  only.* 

I  have  declared  them  blessed  who  are  "  pure  in  heart,**  Matt.  v.  6,  and  have  recommended 
undisaembled,  unaffected  humility  and  condescension.  I  have  prescribed  the  regulation  of 
thoughts  and  affections,  as  well  as  outward  actions :  and  have  directed  men  to  pray  to  God  in 
secret,  and  to  do  other  good  works  out  of  the  notice  and  observation  of  men  :  all  which  virtue 
and  TOodness  can  have  a  reward  in  another,  and  yet  invisible  world  only.  A  truly  virtuous  and 
excellent  disposition  of  mind  will,  as  there  is  an  opportunity,  produce  a  laudable  behaviour: 
\nA  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  men  to  reward  all  good  conduct,  supposihg  they  were  well  disposed 
to  it.  Much  less  can  men  reward  secret  piety,  or  the  virtue  of  the  mind,  wliich  is  known  to^- 
God  only.  Nor  does  God  always  interpose  for  the  security,  prosperity  and  honour  of  his  most 
laitfafiil  servants  ;  but  permits  virtue  to  undergo,  for  the  present,  the  severest  trials :  and  many 
will  be  persecuted  for  righteousness*  sake.' 

As  the  precepts  delivered  by  me  are  of  this  kind,  1  must  know,  that  there  is  another  state-^. 
where  they  who  do  the  things  I  say,  shall  receive  a  full  reward. 

4p.  •  Consider  the  methods  and  arguments  which  I  have  made  use  of  to  induce  men  to  be^^ 
hewe  me,  and  become  my  disciples.' 

Have  I  therein  shewn  any  imprc^er  regard  to  my  own  honour  and  interest  in  thi&  world? 
Bbve  I  made  use  of  any  specious  and  artful  methods  to  increase  the  number  of  my  followers  ? 
Have  I  invited  any  into  my  service  by  promises  or  intimations  of  worldly  ease  and  grandeur  ? 
Have  you  at  any  time  observed  me  to  encourage  the  hopes  of  any  advantages,  but  such  as  flow 
from  true  religion,  real  virtue  and  righteousness,  and  from  the  favour,  approbation  and  blessing 
of  God  in  this  world,  and  another?  Have  I  not  often,  and  openly  declared  t. "  He  that  taketh 
not  his  cross,  and  fblloweth  after  me,  is  not  worthy  of  me  ?**  Matt.  x.  38.  And,  •*  Whosoever 
Wbe  of  you,  that  forsaketh  not  all  that  he  hath,  he  cannot  be  my  disciple?**  Luke  xiv.  33. 
Wbsok  aome.liaye  expressed  a  r^y  dispoamon  to  l)ear  me  company^  and  join  themselves  to  my 
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train,  have  I  n&t  immediately  told  them,  without  reserve  br  disgime,  haw  digfat  the  aoeommo' 
dations  are  with  which  I  am  provided  ?  and  that  the  Son  of  man  has  not  here  one  quiet  wmd 
settled  habitation  of  hid  own  ?  When  the  rich  man,  who  was  also  a  ruler,  came  to  me,  saying, 
".Good  master,  what  good  thing  shall  I  do,  that  I  may  inherit  eternal  Kfe ?"  Luke  xviii.  18, 
did  I  pitch  upon  some  easy  precept,  the  better  to  bring  in  such  an  one,  either  for  my  own,  cnr 
your  present  advantage?  did  I  not  remind  him  of  the  commandments  of  God?  And  when  he 
answered,  that  he  had  kept  them,  did  I  not  say  unto  him :  <<  Go,  and  sdl  that  thou  hast,  and 

five  to  the  poor ;  and  thou  shalt  have  treasure  in  heaven,  and  come,  follow  me  ?*'     Whereupon 
e  went  away  sorrowful. 

This  my  plainness  and  openness  in  treating  men,  may  fully  satisfy  you  of  my  integrity, 
and  that  I  act  sincerely,  when  I  assure  you,  that  there  is  another  worid  beside  the  present. 

5.  Recollect,  •  what  has  been  my  behaviour  toward  persons  of  influence  and  authority  in 
the  world.' 

Have  you  observ  ed  me  to  seek  my  own,  or  your  honour  and  interest,  by  gratifying  ami 
pleasing  men  in  power  ?  No,  you  know  very  well,  that  I  have  openly  denounc^  the  displea- 
sure ot  God  against  the  scribes  and  pharisees,  upon  account  of  their  doctrine  and  conduct,  de- 
rogatory to  the  honour  of  God,  and  tlie  interest  of  religion.  Insomuch  that  even  the  worst,  and 
most  inveterate  of  my  enemies  have  afforded  me  the  character  of  an  impartial  teacher  of  truth, 
without  undue  respects  to  the  persons  of  any  men.  Matt.  xxii.  16. 

6.  *  Especially  you  inay  perceive  by  my  behaviour  toward  yourselves,  whether  I  am  sincere, 
*  and  may  be  relied  upon,  in  what  I  now  say.' 

When  I  called  you  to  attend  me,  I  did  not  invite  and  draw  you  by  worldly  oflfers.  You  are 
sensible,  that  when  you  obeyed  my  call,  '<  you  left  all  and  followed  me,''  Matt.  xix.  37 ; 
Mark  x.  28. 

The  doctrine  oJF  the  cross,  the  practice  of  self-denial,  I  have  inculcated  upon  all,  especidly 
upon  you.  I  have  indeed  declared  to  you,  that  "  the  labourer  is  worthy  of  his  hire,"  Luke  x*  7; 
and  that  in  discharging  your  office  you  will  meet  with  kind  and  courteous  entertainment  from 
worthy  persons.  But  I  have  as  plainly  told  you,  that  many  others  will  treat  you  with  a  spirit 
of  the  bitterest  enmity  and  displeasure  :  that  they  "  will  persecute  you  from  city  to  citjr,"  and 
that  «  you  will  be  brought  before  kings  and  rulers  for  my  name's  sake :"  directing  you  however 
"  to  possess  your  souls  in  patience,**  Luke  xxi.  19)  and  assuring  you,  that  "  he  who  endureth 
to  the  end  shall  be  saved,"  Matt.  x.  22. 

I  have  likewise  intimated  to  you,  that  you  cannot  expect  better  treatment  than  I  have  had, 
if  you  keep  close  to  my  doctrine  and  example,  as  you  ought:  for  "  the  disciple  is  not  above  his 
master :  nor  the  servant  above  his  lord,"  Matt.  x.  28.  **  And  because  ye  are  not  of  the  world, 
but  I  have  chosen  you  out  of  the  world,  therefore  the  worid,"  many  therein,  «*  will  hate  you," 
John  XV.  19. 

You  must  likewise  be  sensible,  that  as  I  have  with  much  care  and  tenderness  cherished  and 
encouraged  every  good  principle ;  so  I  have  also  freely  warned  and  admonished  you,  as  there 
has  been  occasion. 

I  have  plainly  told  you,  that  you  are  happy,  and  mv  disciples  indeed,  if  you  do  the  thin^ 
th^t  I  have  commanded  :  and  that  not  calling  me  Lord,  Lord ;  nor  even  working  miracles  m 
my  name,  but  only  doing  "  the  will  of  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven,"  will  entitle  you  to  the 
rewards  of  the  kingdom  which  I  have  so  often  spoken  oft  and  that  all  others  will  be  rejected  by 
me  at  the  last,  though  they  had  been  familiar  friends  and  acquaintance,  *<and  had  eaten  and 
drunk  in  my  presence,"  Luke  xiii.  2rt. 

Whatever  has  been  amiss  in  you  I  have  reproved  and  condemned,  even  the  weaknesrof  your 
faith,  and  the  slowness  of  your  understandings,  owing  to  prevailing  prejudices :  and  especially 
all  faulty  conduct,  proceeding  from  a  worldly  frame  and  too  strong  affection  for  earthly  thkign. 

When  I  spake  to  you  of  my  future  sufierin]^,  and  thereupon  reter,  who  before  had  made  a 
very  agreeable  confession  of  my  being  the  Chns^  the  Son  of  God,  began  to  remonstrate,  saving, 
<*  Be  it  far  from  thee.  Lord,  this  shall  not  be  unto  thee,"  Matt.  xvi.  22,  did  I  not  turn  me  about, 
and,  in  the  presence  t)f  you  all,  say  unto  him  :  •*Get  thee  behind  me,  Satan,  thou  art  an  ofi^nce 
to  me :  for  thou  savourest  not  the  things  that  be  of  God,  but  those  that  be  of  men  ?"  ver.  28. 

And  when  you  had  a  strife  one  with  another,  who  should  be  the  greatest  in  the  kingdom  ot 
the  Messi^  :  supposing  it  to  have  in  it  phices  €£  honour  and  preferment,  raob  »  it  really  has 
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not :  dki  I  not  say  unto  you :  *^  Unless  ye  be  converted,  and  become  as  little  daldren^  ye  sliall 
Apt  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ?'*  Matt,  xviii.  1 — 8. 

Do  you  not  remember  likewise  what  I  said  to  the  two  sons  of  Zebedee,  when  their  mother 
^ame  to  me  with  that  petition,  that  *^  they  might  sit,  the  one  on  the  right  hand,  and  the  other 
M  the  left,  in  my  kingdom?*'  Matt.  xx.  20 — 24. 

And  have  I  not  told  you,  that  whereas  in  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  they  who  are  great 
exercise  dominion  and  authority :  <'  so  it  shall  not  be  with  you,  but  whosoever  will  be  great 
among  you,  let  him  be  your  nunister :  and  whoever  will  be  chief  among  you^  let  him  be  your 
servant  ?*'  Matt.  xx.  isi  QT}. 

Thus  I  have  treated  you  from  the  beginning  to  this  time.  I  have  encouraged  you  to  fallow 
flie,  and  to  continue  faithful  to  me,  with  the  hazard  of  all  things :  and  have  directed  you  not  to 
seek  great  things  for  yourselves  here  by  any  means,  but  riches  and  honour  in  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.  And  when  I  now  speak  to  you  of  another  world,  and  mansions  therein,  can  any  of 
vou  doubt  the  truth  of  what  I  say  ?  How  strange  an  idea  must  you  then  have  of  me !  how 
Bijarious !  But  far  be  such  a  supposition  as  this.  You  are  well  satisfied  of  my  sincerity  :  you 
kave  had  full  proof  of  that,  and  of  my  knowledge  of  all  things  :  you  must  therefore  be  fully 
pecsuaded,  that  there  are,  as  I  say  unto  you,  *^  mansions  in  my  Father's  house"  for  myself,  and 
foir  TOOy  and  £>r  ajl  whom  you,  in  the  service  to  which  you  have  been  called  and  appointed, 
shaU  be  able  to  bring  to  true  virtue  and  goodness. 

7*  *  The  relation  we  stand  in  to  each  other  may  assure  you  of  my  sincerity,  and  that  I  ann 
<  to  be  relied  upon  in  what  I  now  say.' 

Do  men  use  to  impose  upon  and  deceive,  and  that  in  matters  of  importance,  those  whom 
Aey  love,  and  by  whom  they  are  esteemed  wid  beloved  ?  I  chose  you  out  of  the  whole  number^ 
6f  my  disciples,  to  be  usually  with  me :  and  I  have  taught  you  in  public  and  in  private :  I 
have  answered  your  questions,  and  removed  your  scruples :  I  have  treated  you  as  my  friends : 
*^for  all  things  that  I  have  heard  of  my  Father  I  have  made  known  unto  you,''  Jonn  xv.  15. 
jUid  is  Qiy  auction  changed,  that  I  should  not  <^  love  you  to  the  end'^  of  my  life  ?  ch.  xiii.  1. 

'««  You"  too  "  have  loved  me,  and  have  believed  that  I  came  out  from  God,"  John  xvi.  TJ. 
YcMi  have  made  a  very  acceptable  profession  of  faith  in  me,  and  respect  for  me.  When  ^^  many 
went  back,  and  walked  no  more  with  me,"  John  vi.  66^  GTJy  you  would  not  forsake  me,  though 
I  left  you  to  your  own  choice,  to  abide  with  me,  or  **  go  away  :*'  and  hitherto  **  ye  are  they: 
which  have  continued  with  me  in  my  temptations,"  Luke  xxii.  28,  and  have  shared  in  the  re- 
pioach  and  obloquy  cast  upon  me ;  whereby,  as  you  caimot  but  know,  you  have  not  a  little 
endured  yourselves  to  me :  and  now  by  your  grief  for  my  departure,  in  the  manner  I  have 
ipoken  of  (though  that  grief  be  not  duly  regulated)  you  have  evidently  shewn  an  esteem  and 
value  for  me,  and  a  concern  for  my  honour :  and  can  it  be  thought,  that  I  should  intend  to 
cfelude  you  ?  Is  it  not  much  more  reasonable  to  conclude,  that  the  reality  is  fully  answerable  to 
ttie  expressions  made  use  of  by  me  ? 

8.  Once  more,  *  the  circumstances  we  are  in  may  assure  you  of  my  being  sincere  in  what  I 
say.' 

Dying  men  have  seldom  any  inclination  to  deceit  and  fallacy.  The  near  prospect  of  death 
puts  an  end  to  such  artifices,  though  they  had  been  practised  before.  Moreover  the  cheerful- 
nessy  witli  which  I  speak  of  dying,  and  such  a  death  as  I  have  in  view,  may  assure  you,  I  am 
writ  satisfied  about  the  consequences  of  it,  as  to  myself.  And  <<  if  I  live,  ye  shall  live  also," 
John  xiv.  19*  If  you  love  one  another,  as  I  have  loved  you,  and  perform  all  other  things' 
which  1  have  recommended  to  you,  our  interests  are  the  same.  You  are  not  now  to  go  with 
se,  nor  to  follow  me  immecUately  :  but  you  shall  follow  me  some  time  hence. 

Let  not  then  any  afflictive  circumstances  in  this  world  deject  your  spirits,  or  cause  you  to 
abasdon  a  just  and  well-grounded  expectation.    My  departure  is  only  like  that  of  one  who  goes 
before,  to  prepare  f(»r  the  rest  of  the  company.    And  hereafter,  if  need  be,  I  will  come  forth, 
md  conduct  you  into  the  mansions  which  I  now  speak  to  you  of. 
So  did  our  Lord  comfort  and  encourage  his  disciples. 

III.  Having  i^oken  to  the  two  points  in  the  text,  I  shall  now  add  some  remarks  and  in-' 
feraices. 

1,  «  We  may  hexkct  oondodt,  that  it  is  of  great  importance  to  maintain  the  hope  and  ex-' 
peetatk»  of  mnotiyer  life«' 
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Our  Lord  w9a  pleased  to  enforce  the  conviction  and  persuasion  of  a  future  state  upon  thii 
minds  of  his  disciples,  by  the  consideration  of  his  ovra  integrity,  of  which  there  were  so  many 
proofs,  and  which  was  absolutely  unquestionable. 

His  apostles  afterwards  shew  a  like  earnest  concern  to  keep  up  in  the  mindsof  Christians  a  firm 
T)€rsuasion  and  lively  hope  of  another  life  after  this :  "  Wherefore,"  says  St.  Peter,  «  gird  up  the 
loins  of  your  mind,  be  sober,  and  hope  unto  the  end,  for  the  grace  that  is  to  be  brought  unto 
you  at  the  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ/*  1  Pet.  i.  IS.  In  like  manner  the  apostle  to  the  Hebrews : 
"  Cast  not  away  therefore  your  confidence,  which  has  great  recompense  of  reward :  for  ye  have 
need  of  patience,  that  afi;er  ye  have  done  the  will  of  God,  ye  might  receive  the  promise :  for 
yet  a.little  while,  and  he  that  shall  come,  will  come,  and  will  not  tarry,*'  Heb.  x.  35,  S6.  And 
•it  is  with  wannth  that  St.  Paul  expresseth  himself  to  the  Corinthians :  **  Now,  if  Christ  be 
preached,  that  he  rose  from  the  dead,  how  say  some  among  you,  that  there  is  no  resurrection  of 

tlK3  dead? Be  not  deceived :  evil  communications  corrupt  good  manners,"  1  Cor.  xv.  12,  S3. 

Never  let  us  hearken  to  such  suggesticms  ;  for  they  discourage  all  generous  actions.     This  life^ 
at  its  best  estate,  is  then,  indeed,  altogether  vanity :  yea  this  whde  system  of  things,  and  all  the 
designs  of  Providence,  would  then  be  mean  and  inconsiderable,  and  below  the  great  characters 
of  Creator  and  Governor  of  the  world. 
,     2.  *  We  hence  learn  how  life  and  immortality  may  be  said  to  be  brought  to  light  in  the  gospeL* 

Allowing,  that  a  future  state  of  recompense,  \>t  immortal  life,  may  be  surely  deduced  ircmi 
reason,  and  argued  from  divers  parts  of  the  Old  Testament,  it  may  be  justly  said  to  be  broi^ht 
to  light  through  the  gospel ;  it  having  there  received  a  great  deal  of  adfditional  evidence.  Here 
we  have  the  solemn  and  express  declaration  and  promise  of  one  teaching  in  the  name  of  God, 
and  proving  his  mission  by  miracles :  and  the  expectation  is  confirmed  by  every  part  of  his  doc- 
trine, by  the  precepts  and  rules  of  life  delivered  by  him,  by  the  whole  of  his  behaviour  in  this 
world,  toward  those  who  were  dear  to  him,  and  toward  others,  by  his  unparalleled  disinterest* 
edpess,  by  his  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God  and  the  welfare  of  men,  and  by  every  virtue  of  his  most 
excellent  and  exemplary  life,  and  also  by  his  death  and  resurrection,  and  by  the  sending  down  of 
gifts,  upon  those  who  believed  in  him. 

Moreover  here  the  idea  of  the  future  happiness  is  improved  above  all  the  discoveries  of  reason* 
The  body  is  to  be  raised  up  incorruptible  and  immortal :  good  men  shall  be  made  like  unto  the 
angels :  they  shall  see  Gocl ;  and  they  shall  meet  together,  and  live  and  reign  with  Christ.  Thus 
is  the  felicity  of  the  saints  described  by  the  apostle  at  the  consummation  of  all  things  :  "  And 
so  shall  we  ever  be  with  the  Lord,**  1  Thess.  iv.  I7.  In  like  manner  speaks  Christ  himself  to 
the  disciples  here :  **  And  if  I  go,  and  prepare  a  place  for  you,  I  will  come  again  and  receive 
you  to  myself,  that  where  I  am,  there  ye  may  be  also.*'  And  thus  he  prays  for  them :  "  Father, 
I  will,  that  they  whom  thou  hast  given  me  be  with  me,  where  I  am,  that  they  may  behold 
the  glory  which  thou  hast  given  me,*^'  John  xvii.  24.  By  living  with  him,  and  "  seeing 
him  as  he  is,**  1  John  iii.  2,  they  will  be  brought  to  a  most  happy  resemblance  of  him  in  purity 
and  holiness ;  and  their  now  frail  bodies  shall  be  made  <^  like  unto  his  most  glorious  body,^* 
Philip,  iii.  21.  This  is  a  very  delightful  and  exalted  idea  of  the  future  happiness.  How  desirable 
ii»  it  to  be  with  Iiim,  who  is  so  excellent  and  amiable !  whose  society  on  earth  was  so  engaging 
and  improving !  to  be  witli  him  not  only  for  a  while,  but  for  ever ;  and  to  be  like  him  in  eterntu 
glory,  and  the  jperfection  of  virtue ! 

3,  <  This  doctrine  affords  support  and  comfort  under  all  the  troubles  and  afflictions  of  this 
♦  jnortal  life,  particularly  the  departure  of  dear  and  valuable  friends.* 

Our  Lord  makes  use  of  this  argument  to  pacify  his  disciples,  who  were  greatly  perplexed  and 
distressed  at  the  thought  of  his  ffoing  away  from  them.  St.  Paul  improves  tlie  same  argument 
to  the  like  purpose  :  "  But  I  would  not  have  you  ignorant,  brethren,  concerning  them  which 
are  asleep :  that  ye  sorrow  not  even  as  others,  who  have  no  hope ;  for  if  we  believe,  that  Jesus 
died  and  jose  again ;  even  so  them  also  which  sleep  in  Jjesus  will  God  bring  with  him  Where- 
fore  comfort  one  another  with  these  words,**  1  Thess.  iv.  13 — 18. 

It  is  happiness  to  know  good  and  great  men :  but  then  it  is  afflictive  to  part  with  them. 
However  the  pnnciples  of  religion  afford  us  comfort  upon  this,  as  well  as  other  occasions  of 
grief.  Though  earthly  friends  die,  God  lives  for  ever :  and  he  will  be  with  us,  and  bless  us,  if 
we  fear  and  serve  hinou     ^*  When  father  and  mother,**  arid  other  friends,  "  forSake  us,'*  w?  are 
cast  upon  the  divine  care  ja^JDd  protection  :  and  then  especially  he  will  "  take  us  up.**  Ps.  xxvii.  10, 
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ted  care  for  us.  Ai  ibr  them,  their  removal  is  to  their  advant^e.  To  "  be  with  Christ  is  far 
better,'*  than  to  abide  here,  Phil.  i.  23.  *«  Blessed  are  the  dead,  which  die  in  the  Lord :  tliey 
rest  from  their  labours,  and  their  works  do  follow  them,**  Rev.  xiv.  13.  This  we  cannot  doubt 
to  be  the  case  of  our  late  excellent  friend. 

Shall  I  now  take  some  notice  of  the  gifts  bestowed  upon  him,  the  use  he  made  of  them,  the 
stcceptance  he  met  with,  and  the  fruit  of  his  endeavours?  Will  not  this  answer  some  good 
ends  and  purposes  ?  May  it  not  assuage  our  grief,  increase  our  gratitude  to  God,  excite  our 
emulation,  and  direct  our  practice  ? 

Dr.  Jeremiah  Hunt  was  born  in  London,  June  11,  I678.  His  father  dying,  when  he  was 
not  more  than  two  years  of  age  ;  he^  with  his  two  sisters,  was  left,  under  Providence,  to  the  care 
of  a  tender  mother  :  who,  when  he  grew  up,  intended  to  put  him  to  a  trade.  But  he  choosing 
to  serve  God  in  preaching  the  gospel,  and  earnestly  desiring  to  continue  his  studies  with  that^ 
view,  she  complied  with  his  request :  and  with  the  assistance  of  her  relations,  of  whom  she  had* 
several  in  good  circumstances,  she  gave  her  son  a  truly  liberal  education. 
.  When  he  had  been  sufficiently  instructed  in  grammar  learning,  ne  began  his  academical 
studies  at  Mr.  Thomas  Rowe*s,  a  minister  in  this  city.  After  tliat  he  went  to  Edinburgh,  and- 
from  thence  to  Leyden  in  Holland. 

There  is  sometimes  a  happy  concurrence  of  circumstances  for  forming  and  qualifying  persons 
of  elevated  minds  for  important  service;  such  seems  to  have  been  the  case  here:  and,  as  we 
may  reasonably  think,  not  without  a  kind  and  over-ruling  Providence :  forasmuch  as  the  gifts, 
bestowed  upon  any  men,  are  not  barely  for  themselves^  nor  for  vain  shew  and  ostentation,  but  for 
the  benefit  of  others. 

The  professors  of  Leyden  at  that  time  were  men  of  great  renown  for  ability  and  skill  in  tlie 
several  branches  of  literature :  and  indeed  it  is  so  ordered  by  the  wisdom  of  the  government, 
that  for  the  most  part  the  professors  chairs  in  that  university  are  filled  with  men  who  are  an  or- 
nament to  the  republic  of  letters,  and  greatly  advance  its  interests  by  their  writings  and  other 
labours :  and  there  is  a  great  resort  of  youth  of  all  ranks,  who  are  designed  for  law  or  magis- 
tracy, divinity  and  medicine ;  and  that  not  only  from  the  several  cities  of  the  Province  of 
Holland,  but  from  all  the  Provinces,  and  from  several  parts  of  Europe  ;  more  especially  from 
England,  Germany,  and  the  Northern  Countries.  And  many  of  them  come  thither  with  the 
same  views,  that  carry  our  young  Gentlemen  over ;  for  completing  the  studies,  which  they  had 
begun,  and  made  some  progress  in,  at  universities  nearer  home.  Whence  it  comes  to  pass,  that 
there  are  many,  who  are  not  mere  novices,  but  have  made  some  considerable  advances  in  know- 
ledge :  and  the  quality,  especially  from  Germany,  are  usually  attended  by  governors,  who  are 
well-bred  Gentlemen,  and  are  not  only  masters  of  the  ancient  learning,  but  well  acquainted 
likewise  with  modern  history,  and  the  views  and  interests  of  the  several  courts  of  lEurope. 

Education  in  such  a  place  of  general  resort  is  of  great  use  :  and  acquaintance  with  men  of 
diflerent  nations,  and  remote  countries,  who  bring  with  them  the  knowledge  they  have  gained 
in  distant  nurseries  of  learning,  though  that  acquaintance  should  be  slight  and  transient  only, 
opens  and  enlarges  the  mind,  renders  men  less  impatient  of  contradiction,  and  less  offended  at 
the  different  opinions  and  manners  of  men,  and  lays  the  foundation  of  many  other  agreeable  ad- 
vantages to  the  person  himself,  and  to  those  among  whom  his  future  lot  is  cast. 

He  also  met  with  a  competent  number  of  his  own  countrymen,  persons  of  good  families, 
sober,  well-disposed,  studious :  many  of  whom  have  since  made  a  good  figure  in  litie,  some  in  the 
ministry,  some  in  other  stations  of  honour  and  usefulness. 

Moreover,  Mr.  Millan,  the  minister  of  the  English  church  at  Leyden,  was  a  man  eminent 
for  piety,  learning,  and  a  just  discernment  of  things :  and  his  discourses  on  Lord's  days  in  the 
forenoon  were,  as  I  have  heard,  as  suitable  and  profitable  for  students,  especially  for  students  in 
divinity,  as  the  professors  "  lectures. 

*  I  oRce  su]^)osecl,  from  what  I  bad  heard  occasioDaUy,  '  &c.  winch  afforded  much  instruction  and  entertainment  Ujp^ 

^hat  !Vlr.  Millan  delivered  in  those  sermons  a  system  of  Jewish  '  the  English  students/    The  gentleman,  from  wiipm  J  ha%e 

aatiqtiities.   But  a  gentleman,  who  was  then  at  Leyden,Yepre-  tjiis,  was  then  very  young.     And  it  Is  easy  to  appose,  that 

aents  tbe  subject  of  them  in  this  manner  :  '  That  Mr.  MUlan  for  his  account  is  not  complete.     However  it  hence  appears,  that 

'  fWHijT  montlis  together  preached  upon  the  genuiness  and  au-  those  discourses  of  Mr.  Millun  tetKlod  to  lead  hi»  hearers  into 

'  thority  of  thb  scriptures  of  the  Old  Testament,  as  they  ap-  the  knowledge  of  the  scriptures^  aii4  Jewish  learmng. 
'  peaoned  from  tbe  Masorile  doctors  and  other  Jewish  writers, 
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Mr.  Mfllan^s  conversation  likewise  must  have  been  of  no  small  benefit  to  those  Soj^ish* 
students  who  were  so  wise  as  to  desire  and  value  it:  and  so  wise  Mr.  Hunt  waa,  as  will  appear 
presently. 

According  to  the  best  information  I  have  been  able  to  obtain^  Mr.  Hunt  came  to  Leyden  iii^ 
August  or  September  1699>  and  left  it  to  return  home  some  time  in  the  year  I7OI. 

\^hilst  he  was  there,  he  studied  ecclesiastical  history  and  sacred  geography  under  the  very 
celebrated  Frederick  Spanheim;  and  heard  the  lectures  of  the  other  professors  on  philosophy, 
civil  law,  and  divinity;  and  particularly  the  very  useful  lectures  of  Perizonius  upon  imiversal 
history,  which  held  ten  months,  and  were  always  well  attended.  «  Here  Mr.  Hunt  entered  him- 
«  self  to  be  one  of  the  few  out  of  a  very  numerous  audience,  who  were  to  be  pubUdy  examined 

*  every  Saturday,  concerning  the  lectures  of  the  preceding  part  of  the  week,     when  he  so 

*  acquitted  himself,  as  to  give  entire  satisfaction  and  much  pleasure  to  the  professor  himself  and 
«  all  the  students  in  general.' 

In  the  month  of  January  in  the  year  44^^  or  thereabout,  a  Rabbi  •  from  Lithuania  opened 
a  lecture  for  teaching  Jewish  learning.  He  was  reckoned  a  man  of  virtue,  and  veiy  knowing 
in  his  profession:  and  not  long  after  he  publicly  embraced  the  Christian  reli^on.  Five  or  six 
at  least  of  the  English  students,  beside  others,  had  the  curiosity  to  attend  his  lecture ;  one  of 
whom  was  Mr.  Hunt:  and  Mr.  Millan  too  was  pleased  to  join  himself  to  their  number.  The 
Rabbi  having  carried  them  through  the  Hebrew  grammar  proceeded  to  read  and  explain  to  them 
the  Misna,  the  great  repository  of  the  ancient  Jewish  learning:  but  it  was  not  long,  befbre^ 
several  of  our  younff  countrymen,  disheartened  by  the  difficulty  of  the  study,  gave  out.  Mr. 
Millan  however,  and  Mr.  Hunt,  and  perhaps  another,  were  unwearied  and  persevered.  Some 
there  were,  who  could  not  but  wonder  at  Mr.  Hunt's  extraordinary  diligence  in  what  they 
deemed  a  fruitless  study:  but  he  was  unmoved,  and  has  since  declared,  *  that  from  those  lectures 

*  he  had  reaped  such  pleasure  and  improvement  as  abundantly  compensated  all  his  past  labour 
and  toil.'  For  certain  this  was  ^  a  pnce  put  into  the  hand  of  one  who  knew  how  to  make  use 
of  it,  Prov.  xvii.  16. 

And  thus  Mr.  Hunt,  having  good  natural  parts,  and  being  inquisitive,  and  thirsting  after 
knowledge,  made  all  the  improvement  of  these  several  advantages  whjch  his  friends  at  home 
oould  wish  or  desire. 

He  began  to  preach  while  he  was  in  Holland:  the  occasion  I  take  to  have  been  this;  there 
was  then  a  small  English  congregation  at  Amsterdam;  being  destitute  of  a  pastor,  they  applied 
to  the  candidates  for  the  ministry  at  Leyden  for  a  supply.  For  any  one  of  them  to  undertake 
it,  would  have  been  too  great  an  interruption  in  his  studies,  and  an  obstruction  to  future  use- 
fulness. However  three  of  them  consented  to  preach  to  them  by  turns  for  a  while :  one  of 
whom  was  our  friend. 

And  it  is  not  unlikely,  that  this  was  the  first  occasion  of  his  preaching  without  notes,  that 
being  the  universal  custom  abroad :  but  I  presume,  that  he  did  not  then,  any  more  than  since, 
write  out  his  sermons  at  length ;  but  having  with  care  and  diligent  examination  made  himsdf 
master  of  his  text  and  subject,  and  well  digested  his  thoughts,  he  clothed  them  in  the  language, 
which  offered  in  the  delivery:  not  neglecting  however  a  due  care  in  the  preparation,  as  well  as 
afterwards,  to  secure  propriety  and  perspicuity  of  expression. 

Which  to  me  appears  an  excellent  method,  when  there  are  sufficient  abilities  for  it ;  I  mean 
a  stock  of  knowledge,  readiness  of  thought,  and  a  good  memory:  all  which  talents  fell  to  the 
lot  of  our  friend  in  a  high  degree  of  perfection.  I  have  been  told^  that  whilst  he  was  preaching 
one  oi  those  his  first  sermons  in  Holland,  he  was  by  some  means  led  into  a  mistaken  computa- 

*  '  That  Rabbi  in  the  tummer  following  pubBcly  renounced  ^  St.  Jerom  had  two  Hebrew  masters,  first  a  converted 

'  Judaism^  and  was  baptised  on  a  week-daj  in  St.  Peter's  Jew>  afterwards  another,   who  retained  his  Judaism.    Ad 

'  church  at  Lejden  bj  professor  J.  THgland^  (who  probably  quam  edomandam,  cuidam  fratri,  qui  ex  Hebrseis  crediderat^ 

'  was  rector  ot  the  university  at  that  time.)    The  professor  me  in  disciplinam  tcadidi.     Ad  Rust.  £p.  95.  al.  4.  T.  4.  p. 

^  '  Trigland  appeared  to  be  his  good  friend,  and  had  him  often  77^-  ni.    Hebraeam  linguam,    quam   ego   ab  adolescentia 

'  at  his  house.*    This  information  I  have  received  from  a  multo  bbore  ac  sudore  ex  parte  didici.— Ad  Eustoch.  £p.  80. 

gentleman  who  was  then  at  Leyden.     How  that  Rabbi  be-  al.  27.  p.  686.  m.    Veni  rursum  Jerosolymam  et  Bethleem. 

haved,  and  what  became  of  him  afterwards^  I  have  not  Quo  labore,  quo  pretio  Bar-aninam  nocturoum  habui  prae- 

learned:    except  that  another  friend,  who  was  at  Leyden  ceptoj^m!  Timebat euim  Judseos^  et  mihi  alterum exhibebat 

some  time  after  this^  tells  nx^  he  left  that  city^  and  went  Nicodenram.    £p.  41.  al  65.  tb.  p.  342.  f.    Vid  et  adv. 

into  Germany.  Ruf.  1.  l.p.  363. 
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tion  of  tbe  tfaM :  aad  thinking  he  had  not  yet  filled  up  the  hour,  he  continued  hi$  discourse 
ftr  acme  good  while  beyond  his  first  intention,  and  tlie  usual  time,  without  any  discernible  con- 
fusion, or  disagreeable  tautology. 

Upon  his  return  to  England,  he  preached  three  years  as  assistant  to  a  congregation  at  Tun- 
stead,  near  Norwich;  where  he  was  ^eatly  esteemed,  and  earnestly  importuned  to  settle  with 
them:  but  there  were  some  considerations,  of  no  small  moment,  which  prevented  his  complying 
with  their  request»>  However  there  are  still  some  families  in  that  place  and  its  neighbourhood, 
which  to  this  very  day,  as  I  am  well  assured,  have  a  most  affectionate  and  respectful  remem- 
brance of  him.  ^  '  ' 

Not  long  after  his  coming  up  to  London,  in  the  year  1707>  he  was  called  to  the  pastoral 
^ce  in  this  congregation,  which  he  accepted,  and  has  discharged  with  great  reputation,  through 
divine  mercy,  for  about  seven  and  thirty  years,  to  the  day  of  his  death. 

In  the  year  1729,  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  out  of  a  regard  to  his  distinguished  merit, 
complimented  him  with  the  highest  honorary  title  in  their  gift :  a  piece  of  respect  not  to  be 
alighted  by  any  man  of  letters.  Nevertheless,  such  was  his  modesty,  I  believe,  it  gave  more 
satisfaction  to  his  friends,  than  to  lumself. 

His  manner  of  preacbinj^  has  been  so  remarkable,  that  I  think  myself  obliged  to  remind  you 
pf  it  somewhat  distmctly:  mr  in  the  time  of  his  laborious  ministry  among  you,  he  has  gone  over 
the  Gospels  and  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  more  than  once.  And  once  at  least  he  has  in  a  like 
maaner  explained  and  improved  the  epistles  of  the  New  Testament  throughout,  and  in  order ; 
and  also  the  first  three  chapters  of  the  book  of  the  Revelation.  Since  tiiat  he  has  preached 
upon  the  more  useful  and  practical  parts  of  the  Epistles  in  a  way  somewhat  less  continued.  He 
preached  over  the  whole  book  of  Proverbs,  making  some  passages  in  that  book  his  subject  every 
Load's  day  morning  for  some  of  those  years  in  which  he  preached  twice  in  the  day.  And 
afterwards  he  began,  and  finished  a  course  of  sermons  on  the  principles  of  religion  and  the  main 
doctrines  of  the  Christian  revelation,  and  their  connection  ana  influence  on  each  other/ 

His  great  concern  all  along  has  manifestly  been  to  attain  the  true  sense  of  scriptur.e,  and 
^utbfuUy  to  make  known  what  he  judged  to  be  the  will  of  God  to  those  whom  he  had  under. 
taken  to  instruct  and  admonish.  This  he  did  with  great  impartiality,  remarkable  disinterested- 
oess,  and  inflexible  integrity. 

If  at  imy  time  he  exceeded  himself,  so  far  as  I  understand,  it  was,  when  he  was  explaining 
and  improving  that  part  of  the  apostolic  history  where  mention  is  made  of  the  leave  which  St. 
Paul  took  of  the  elders  of  the  church  of  Ephesus.  Acts  xx.  17—^^*  In  the  course  of  those 
sermons  there  was  so  warm,  so  natural,  so  unaffected  and  solemn  an  appeal  to  his  stated  hearers, 
that  he  had  in  his  own  ministerial  conduct  uprightly  endeavoured  to  copy  after  St.  Paul,  and 
follow  the  example  which  he  there  represents  himself  to  have  given;  that  though  it  is  now 
many  years  since  those  sermons  were  preached,  I  find  they  do  stiu  make  very  lively  and  afiect* 
log  mapressions  on  some  of  you,  and  those  of  the  best  proficiency.  I  presume,  they  must  be 
remenwered  by  many:  and  I  humbly  hope,  that  few  or  none,  who  heard  them,  will  ever  forget 
tbem.^ 

Though  he  seldom  committed  his  sermons  to  writing,  they  were  not  extempore  effusions; 
but  the  fruit  of  serious  study,  and  impartial  examination :  for  he  delighted  in  every  part  of  hia 
wark»  and  in  composing  his  sermons  he  consulted  the  original,  and  the  ancient  versions,  not 
ofsutttng  to  look  into  the  most  celebrated  critics  and  commentators.     And  he  carefully  consi- 

«  J  have  likewifle  an  authentic  account  of  another  set  of  '  of  translating  Enoch.    This  had  been  the  subject  of  bis  last 

Krmoos,  preached  not  loog  after  his  settlement  at  Pinners-  '  discourse  at  the  time  of  writing  this  letter:  at  the  tonclu- 

fa^.     It  u  the  copy  of  a  letter  sent  by  him  to  a  judicious  '  sion  of  which  he  as&ures  his  friend,  that  he  took  all  thd  care 

diTiiiie^  with  whom  he  had  contracted  a  pleasing  acquaint-  *  he  could  to  uige  what  is  the  last  end  of  rerealed  truth,  viz, 

during  his  stay  in  Norfolk.     '  Mr.  Hunt  sends  his  '  divine  temper  and  life.* 


.  fiieod  an  account  of  his  preaching,  to  be  approved         ^  *  At  another  season,  in  several  discourses  upon  2  Tim. 

'  or  disapproved,  and  for  him  to  let  him  know  what  he  dis-  '  Hi.  10,  *'  But  thou  hast  fully  known  n^y  doctrine,"  &c.  be 

'  Cked.    He  informs  him,  that  he  had  proved  a  God,  and  *  in  a  summary  and  paraphrastical  way  observed  St.  Paul'a 

*  gepreseated  the  grounds  on  which  our  faith  in  the  scriptures  '  doctrine,  as  represented  in  the  i^cts  of  the  Apostles,  and  io 

'  n  fijonded*    Then  he  treated  on  the  attributes  of  God.    He  '  his  o^n  epistles :  and  he  shewed  the  occasion,  scope  and 

'  laAcoDsidered  also  the  p;ovemment  of  our  first  parents^  the  design  ot  all  St.  Paul's  epistles.'    Some  of  Dr.  Hunt's 

M  of  their  being  tried  by  prohibitii«  the  eating  a  cer-  hearers  have  a  distinct  remembraooe  oi  those  discourses,  and 

fruit,  and  the  consequences  of  it.    He  had  given  a  wc-  arc  very  thaq^fol  for  the  imtructlpo  tbey  mtjvfd  b/ihem* 


dad  account  of  the  religion  before  the  flood,  and  tlic  fitness 
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dered  the  words  themselves,  the  connections,  and  the  main  scope  of  the  writer.  Thiin  he  enw 
deavoored  to  choose  the  clearest  and  easiest  method.  After  all  this  care  it  is  not  to  be  won-^ 
deredi  that  his  remarks  were  just,  and  his  inferences  pertinent;  and  that  his  sermons  might  be 
easily  understood,  and  long  remembered  by  all  that  were  attentive :  and  indeed  there  are  seve- 
ral ministers,  as  well  as  private  Christians,  who  have  improved  their  judgment  by  only  hearing 
him  occasionally. 

It  was  his  constant  care  to  represent  the  true  sense  of  scripture,  and  the  doctrine,  which 
according  to  the  best  of  his  judgment  was  conformable  to  it:  nor  could  he  ever  be  induced  to 
conceal  or  disguise  what  he  thought  to  be  the  truth,  for  the  sake  of  popular  applause,  or  to 
avoid,  or  silence  the  censures  of  mistaken  and  prejudiced  men.  He  might  therefore  truly  say 
with  St.  Paul,  and  take  the  comfort  of  it :  "  We  are  not  as  many,  which  corrupt  the  WOTd  of 
God  ;  but  as  of  sincerity,  but  as  of  God,  in  the  sight  of  God,  speak  we  in  Christ,**  g  Cor.  ii.  I7. 
And  with  the  same  apostle  he  might  say  again:  "  Our  rejoicing  is  this,  the  testimony  of  our  con- 
science, that  in  simplicity  and  godly  sincerity,  not  with  fleshly  wisdom,  but  by  the  grace  of  God 
(or  according  to  the  gospel  of  God,  and  in  a  manner  worthy  of  the  favour  we  have  received, 
and  the  high  office  we  have  been  intrusted  with)  we  have  had  our  conversation  in  the  world, 
ch.  i.  12. 

In  brief,  his  preaching  was  scriptural,  critical,  paraphrastical,  and  consequently  instructive* 
It  was  also  yery  practical,  and  sometimes  pathetically  so  at  the  conclusion. 

As  his  preaching  was  mightily  suited  to  foxva  in  men  a  rational  conviction  of  the  truths  of 
religion,  and  to  carry  them  on  to  perfection;  so  his  audience,  though  not  numerous,  has  usually 
consisted  of  the  more  knowing  and  understanding  Christians.  And  it  must  be  owned,  that  they 
do  honour  to  themselves  who  discern  true  merit,  and  cheerfully  encourage  an  open  and  steady 
friend  to  truth  and  liberty.  And  they  who  receive  such  an  one  in  the  name  of  Christ,  and 
honour  him  for  his  work's  sake,  as  bringing  with  him  the  doctrine  of  pure  and  und^led  religion^ 
especially  when  under  difficulties,  are  entitled  to  a  like  reward  with  him.  So  he  said  to  his  dis* 
ciples,  who  is  truth  itself,  and  never  encouraged  delusive  hopes,  or  groundless  expectations: 
"  He  that  receiveth  you,  receiveth  me,  and  he  that  receiveth  me,  receiveth  him  that  sent  mc 
He  that  receiveth  a  Prophet  in  the  name  of  a  Prophet,  shall  have  a  Prophet's  reward,**  Matt. 
X.  40,  41. 

He  ever  was  extremely  cautious  of  assuming  authority  in  the  church  of  God.  It  was  his 
common  advice  to  persons  arrived  at  years  of  discretion,  *to  judge  for  themselves,  and  act 
«  according  to  conviction  ;*  which  is  very  natural  for  those,  who  make  the  scriptures  the  rule 
of  their  faith,  and  have  with  care  and  diligence  formed  their  own  judgment  upon  them.  Herein, 
then,  as  well  as  in  other  things  already  mentioned,  he  shewed  himself  a  faithful  servant  of  Jesus 
Christ.  He  remembered,  that  "  one  is  our  master,  even  Christ,**  and  thAt  "  all  we  are  breth- 
ren,**  Matt,  xxiii.  8.  So  did  St.  Paul :  "  We  preach  not  ourselves,'*  says  he,  "  but  Christ  Jesus 
the  Lord,  and  ourselves  your  servants  for  Jesus*  sake,**  2  Cor.  iv.  5.  Which  is  also  agreeable 
to  St.  Peter*s  directions  to  bishops,  that  they  should  not  act  as  "  lords  over  God*s  heritage,  but 
as  ensamples  to  the  flock.**  Such  he  assures  us,  "  when  the  Chief  Shepherd  shall  appear,  will 
receive  a  crown  of  glory  that  fadeth  not  away,**  1  Pet.  v.  3. 

As  yet  1  have  represented  but  a  part  of  his  usefulness.  His  talents  for  instructing  and  im- 
proving the  mind  were  not  confined  to  the  pulpit.  His  conversation  also  was  a  great  blessing 
to  many.  I  believe,  there  are  several  families  of  God*s  people,  beside  those  of  his  own  congre- 
gation, where  the  younger,  and  perhaps  some  of  the  elder  branches,  are  not  a  little  indebted  to 
him  for  a  rational  religion,  and  a  well-grounded  faith  in  the  go^el. 

His  religious  conferences  were  oftentimes  accompanied  with  prayer.  For  as  he  daily  prayed 
in  his  own  family,  so  he  likewise  frequently  prayed  in  the  families  of  his  Christian  friends  and 
acquaintance.    • 

Such  was  the  strength  of  his  memory,  that  this  knowledge,  though  of  a  vast  compass,  was 
always  ready  for  use;  whereby  he  was  eminently  qualified  to  be  communicative.  And,  when^ 
ever  he  met  with  an  ingenuous  temper  of  mind,  and  a  disposition  to  attend,  he  fajiled  not  to 
bring  forth  out  of  his  rich  treasure.  There  are  not  a  few,  both  near  and  afar  off,  men  of  good 
understanding,  of  different  ages  and  stations  in  life,  who  will  readily  stand  up,  and  acknowledge; 
that  there  is  no  man  from  whom  they  have  received  more  useful  hmts  concerning  the  important 
subjects  of  virtue  and  religion,  than  from  him. 
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He  has  not  published  so  much  as  might  have  been  expected:  however,  enough  to  shew  his 
witfiments  concerning  natural  ^ud  revealed  religion,  and  to  justify  the  character  I  have  given 
htm. 

So  the  apostles  of  Christ,  and  their  companions,  usually  called  apostoliea}  men,  aa  an  ancient 
writer  observes,  •  either  wrote  nothing  at  all,  or  but  little:  (neither  the  gospels,  nor  the  epistles 
.<rf  the  New  Testament,  being  of  anv  great  length)  yet  they  have  ever  been  esteemed  the  most 
eminently,  and  most  extensively  usetul  ministers  of  Christ's  kingdom.  They  who  have  received 
knowledge  from  him,  will  communicate  it  to  others,  both  in  public  and  private,  in  discourse  and 
writing.  Upon  the  whole,  I  always  esteemed  Dr.  Hunt  as  useful  a  minister  as  any  in  his  time. 
Which  c^inion  has  been  as^  much  founded  upon  the  usefiilness  of  his  conversation,  as  of  his. 
jMreaching  and  writing. 

His  sentiments  in  religion  appear  to  be  very  just,  and  to  deserve  an*  attentive  regardl 
; .     He  was  of  opinion,  *  that  the  facts,  upon  which  the  Christian  religion  is  founded,  have  a' 
.<  stfonger  proof  than  any  facts  at  such  a  distance  of  time :  and  that  the  books,  which  convey^ 
.<  them  down  to  us,  may  be  proved  to  be  uncorrupted  and  authentic  with  greater  strength  than. 
^  any  other  writings^  of  equal  anti(|uity. 

*  Piety,*  says  he,  *  and  extensive  virtue,  are  final  in  religion.     Principles^  of  truth  are  instru- 

*  mentaL     What  is  positive  is  to  be  regarded  only  as  means.' 

Again :  *  The  principles  of  truth,  relating  to  natural  or  revealed  religion,  and  particularly 
^  to  the  Christian  doctrine,  are  to  be  considered  as  instrumental,  and  designed  to  bring  us  to< 
« 6cd>riety,  righteousness  and  godliness.     And  are  not  available  to  our  per&ction>and  happiness^. 

*  unless  ti^se  are  pibduced  by  them.^ 

The  lespect  due  to»  moral  and  positive  precepts  is  happily  and  briefly  expressed' by  him  iw 
this:  manner :  <  Let  ^  us  take  care,  that  we  do  not  raise  positive  duties  above  morale  which  are 

*  of.  eternal  and  immutable  obligation,  and  the  end  of  true  religion.     And  yet  let  us  be  careful 
.♦  to  observe  what  bears  tkfi  stamp  of  divine  authority:  let  us  not  insolently  make  a  religion  for 

*  God»  hut  receive  it  as  he  has  delivered  it  to  us  1^  reason  and  revelation.' 

The  design  ot*  the  ordinance  of  the  Lord's  supper  has  been  thus  represented  by  him :  <  By 
^  receiving  tiie  saccament  men.  do. not  enlist  themselves  in  any  party:  but  only  in  general  profess 

*  themselves  Christians;  and  thereby  declare  their  resolution  to  pursue  steadily  religious  virtue,. 
y  Bs  the  last  design  of  the  institution  of  Christ/ 

If  it  should  be  asked,  what  is  meant  by  religious  virtue,  some  other  words  of  his  will  explain 
it.  *  Virtue  is  doing  what  is  right,  fit,  and  agreeable  to  the  truth  of  things.  And  it  becomes 
« re%ious  virtue  whSn  practised  out  of  a  r^ard  to  God:  who,  as  a  perfect  moral  agents  must 
/.  ia. consequence,  will,  that  such  creatures  as.  are  made  capable  of  it,  should  conform  to  what 

*  reason  dictates.' 

Our  friend,  whose  decease  we  lament,  had  a  wonderful  strength  of  mind.  I  remember  him 
to  have  said  to  me  some  years  ago,  though  without  vanity  (from  which  no  man  was  more  free) 
that  he  believed  he  could  with  consideration  recollect  almost  all  the  sermons  he  had  ever 
preached.  This  has  been  lately  confirmed  to  me,  and  more  distinctly,  by  a  common  friend,  in 
these  very  words:  *  His  judgment  was  so  exact,  that  when  he  had  once  fixed  the  sense  of  a  textj 

*  his  memory  could  rqtain  it  for  many  years ;  and  he  could  easily,  and  in  a  very  little  time,  recol- 
'  lect  the  method  in  which  he  had  treated  it,  the  inferences  he  had  made,  and  the  whole  ser- 

*  mon..  This  was  surprising,  as  he  had  no. notes:  and  vet  I  have  known  him  preach  a  sermon 
'  upon  half  an  hour's  recollection,  which  he  had  preached  about  fourteen  years  before :  and  he 
«  himaelf  told  me,  he  did  not  beUeve  he  had  missed  three  sentences.     This  was  not  a  pecuh'ar 

*  case :  but  he  had  fixed  his  sermons  in  general  in  his  head.  What  an  uncommon  strength  of 
« judgment  and  memory,  was  this!' 

This  great  capacity  had  been  cultivated  with  care  and  diligence :  accordingly  his  acquired 
attainments, were  proportionable.  As  much  may  be  easily  inferred  from  what  was  before  said 
of  his  preparatory:  studies.  He  well  understood  the  several  schemes  of  ancient  and  modern 
|ifailo6ophy.  To  the  very  end  of  his  life  he  continued  to  read,  by  way  of  amusement  at  least, 
the  celebrated  ancient  writers  both  Greek  and  Roman,  whether  poet^  philosophers,  or  histo- 
These  are.authors>.  with  which  men  of  the  learned  professions  are  generally  acquainted^ 


r  See  fail  Seraion  upon  Peiiance,  p.  37. 
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But  I  presume,  I  majr  My,  witbout  disparagement  to  any,  that  he  was  a  better  judspe  of  their 
beauties  and  perfections,  blemishes  and  delects,  than  most  are*  He  h^  also  read  Uie  remaim 
of  the  ancient  Greek  mathematicians,  which  is  an  uncommon  part  of  literature.  He  had  a  good 
knowledge  of  the  Civil  law.  In  early  life  he  was  celebrated  for  skill  in  the  Hebrew  language 
and  Rabbinical  learning.  He  was  well  acquainted  with  ecclesiastical  history,  and  had  read  tSt 
ancient  Christian  writers.  But  the  Bible  was  his  principal  study:  and  the  knowledge,  in  which 
he  most  excelled,  was  the  knowledge  of  the  scriptures.  Few  men,  I  believe,  can  he  named  in 
any  age,  who  have  equalled  him  tl^ein.   , 

To  this  last  particular,  more  especially,  I  apprdiend  to  be  owing  the  great  contempt  he  had 
for  infidels,  commonly  called  deists;  who  pretend  to  condemn  revmtion,  without  ever  havii^ 
carefully  studied  and  considered  it :  and  though  they  are  apt  to  give  themselves  airs  of  superior 
knowledge,  he  looked  upon  the  whole  body  of  them  as  a  sort  of  men  who  have  only  a  very 
superficial  knowledge  both  of  scripture  and  antiquity.  To  this  ignorance  of  theirs  he  in  piurt 
ascribed  their  infiddity:  f<xt  he  used  to  assert,  tbat  all  antiquity  omfirms  and  corroborates  reve- 
lation; and  he  had  a  strong  persuasion^  that  the  next  age  would  be  as  remarkable  for  enthu- 
siasm,  as  this  for  infidelity:  forasmuch  as  those  two  extremes,  he  said,  take  turns,  and  mutually 
produce,  or  occasion  each  other. 

If  our  friend  was  a  man  of  great  capacity,  and  various  learning;  yet  sincere  piety,  uncom* 
mon  meekness  of  temper,  and  mildnejs  of  speech  and  behaviour,  most  amiable  and  unafiected 
modesty,  and  remarkable  inofiensiveness  and  peaceableness,  are  as  distinguishing  parts  of  bis 
character,  as  learning  and  knowledge. 

He  was  a  tender  husband :  as  he  too  was  happy  in  a  consort,  who  by  her  prudent  manage- 
ment of  the  afiairs  of  the  family  afforded  him  entire  liberty  to  pursue  his  studies,  and  discbarge 
the  offices  of  his  ministerial  function  without  distraction. 

What  care  he  took  to  instil  the  best  principles,  and  ivopBxt  the  most  useful  knowledge  to  his 
children,  as  their  minds  gradually  opened,  tlinsir  own  consciences  will  bear  him  witness :  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  (which  indeed  I  have  no  cause  to  distrust)  that  their  future  behaviour  in  life 
•will  shew,  that  his  paternal  care  and  concern  have  not  been  in  vain ;  and  that  they  will  prove 
every  way  wortliy  of  such  constant,  familiar  instruction  and  example. 

The  benevolence  of  his  temper,  his  sincerity,  disinterestedness,  and  ccmununicativeness,  ren- 
dered him  a  most  desirable  and  valuable  friend. 

He  sympathised  with  the  afflicted :  and  though  he  was  a  man  of  strong  reason,  and  had  a 
rightly  informed  judgment  and  understanding,  he  did  hot  deny  the  use  of  the  passions;  which 
have  been  placed  in  us  by  our  Creator,  and  make  a  part  of  our  constitution. 

I  have  reason  to  think,  that  he  was  liberal  to  the  poor  to  the  utmost  of  his  drcumstances,  if 
not  beyond  them.  And  he  has  wished,  that  men  of  wealth  would  sometimes  visit  the  habita- 
tions of  the  poor  and  sick :  supposing,  that  a  near  view  of  their  scanty  accommodations  might 
soften  their  temper,  and  dispose  them  to  afford  all  the  relief  that  is  in  their  power. 

In  his  latter  years  he  has  been  several  times  afflicted  with  severe  fits  of  the  stone  and  gravel, 
the  acute  pains  of  which  he  bore  with  exemplary  patience  and  res^ation.  And  he  had  behaved 
likewise  with  great  finnness  and  steadiness  under  some  very  trying  afflictions  and  difficulties, 
which  he  met  with  in  the  former  part  of  his  life. 

For  about  a  year  before  he  died,  there  appeared  in  him  a  visible  decay;  and  he  seemed  to 
feel  it  himself:  for  his  prayers  and  conversation  turned  much  upon  his  ^proaching  chanffe. 
He  would  also  lament,  that  he  could  be  useful  no  longer,  and  was  a&aid  of  outliving  his  useral- 
ness.  But  when  he  spake  of  death,  it  was  with  great  calmness  and  composure  <^  mind :  and  he 
declared,  he  was  more  afraid  of  the  pain  of  dying,  than  of  the  consequences  of  deadi.  However 
in  that  he  was  greatly  favoured.  For  about  a  month  before  his  death,  he  seemed  more  brisk 
and  cheerful  than  he  had  been  for  some  time:  and  his  friends  hoped  they  mij^ht  have  enjojred 
him  longer.  But  as  he  was  walking  a  little  way  into  the  country,  to  see  a  friend,  he  had  AH 
unhappy  fall,  which  bruised  his  leg.  No  danger  was  apprehended  at  first :  but  on  the  &urth 
day  it  tJirew  him  into  a  fever,  the  place  mortified,  and  the  mortification  brought  on  a  lethaigy. 
All  proper  means  were  used,  but  in  vain.  When  his  friends  roused  him,  he  answered  very  »n*- 
sibly:  but  soon  fell  into  his  dosing  a^ain,  from  ^ich  he  never  awaked.  For  on  Wednesday 
morning,  a  little  afler  nine  of  the  clock,  the  fiflb  of  this  month,  without  either  sigh  or  groan,  or 
the  least  struggling,  he  in  the  most  easy  and  cranposed  mHnner  breatbi^  his  uist    An  a^c- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Tke  Duty  qf  CwiideratmL  0S 

timate  friend,  who  stodd  by  his  bed-^de,  tells :  <  Though  he  never  could  bear  to  see  any  om 

•  1^  before,  yet  he  saw  nothing  formidaUe,  or  to  give  him  any  uneasiness,  except  that  he  was 

*  losing  his  dear  and  faithful  friend/ 

Such  has  been  the  life,  and  such  the  death  of  our  honoured  friend.  His  life  has  been  a 
eourse  of  laborious  service  in  the  church  of  God,  and  an  example  of  uniform,  stedfast,  growing 
virtue ;  and  his  end  has  been  peace^  If  we  copy  his  examide,  and  observe  the  rules  of  life, 
fiuthfriUy  taught,  and  earnestly  inculcated  by  him,  we  may  hope  to  meet  him  again  in  a  state 
Off  perfection  and  happiness.  With  these,  and  such  like  thoughts  and  considerations,  let  us 
comfort  ourselves,  and  others,  who  sympathise  with  us,  and  mingle  their  tears  with  ours;  being 
ad^rted  with  the  loss  which  both  we  and  they  have  sustained. 

4.  Lastly,  *  This  subject  is  confirming  and  animating,  as  well  as  comforting.^ 

In  our  Father's  house  are  many  mansions.  There  are  regions  of  light  and  inmiortality: 
tihere  is  a  world,  wherein  dwells  righteousness:  where  intelligent  beings  are  admitted  to  the 
snblimest  entertainments:  where  there  is  no  death,  nor  pain,  and  where  all  sorrow  and  sighing 
are  tied  away.  Forasmuch  as  such  a  joy  is  set  before  us,  let  us  lay  aside  every  weight,  and  per- 
fimn  the  services  now  lying  before  us  with  fidelity  and  diligence. 

We  have  had  a  new  testimony  to  the  truth  of  religion.  Our  deceased  friend  was  "  an 
Israelite  indeed,  in  whom  was  no  guile,"  John  i.  47.  Of  his  sincerity  there  were  many  unde- 
mMe  proofs,  and  it  was  liable  to  no  suspicions.  He  had  as  good  reason,  as  any,  to  know,  ^ 
whether  virtue  has  a  real  excellence,  and  whether  it  be  recommended  by  religion,  or  be  the 
will  of  God:  whether  it  has  any  delights  and  comforts  here,  and  may  expect  a  reward  heres^r. 
He  has  spoken  and  acted  as  if  these  things  were  true  and  certain;  and,  if  they  were  not  so,  he 
would  have  tdd  us. 

Let  us  improve  this  thought  for  our  establishment:  let  us  reckon  ourselves  obliged  to  weigh  . 
nmttirely,  and  recollect  frequently,  what  we  have  heard  from  him  upon  these  important  points, . 
whether  in  public  or  private.     Far  be  it,  that  any  of  the  stated  hearers, .  near  relatives,  or  inti- 
mate friends  of  this  excellent  man,  and  fiuthiul  servant  of  God,  ^ould  be  so  far  misled  by  the 
t^Doptations  of  the  times,  as  ever  to  become  infidels  in  opinion,  or  libertines  in  practice.    I  rather 
hope  and. believe,  that  remembering  how  he  taught,  and  how  he  walked;  and  mindful  of  ether 
helps,  still  affi>rded  them;  not  forsaking  the  assemblies  of  divine  worship,  as  is  the  manner  of 
some;  but  by  an  open  profession  of  religion  animating  and  confirming  each  other;  and  joining: 
with  a  love  of  liberty  a  liearty  zeal,  for  true  piety,  they  will  withst^md  the  snares  of  an  evu 
world,  and  maintain  their  integrity  to  the  end  of  life:  and  so  be  to  him  a  crown  -of  glory,  and 
rejoice  with  him  in  the  day  of  the  Lord,  Heb.  x.  23 — 25; 

finally,  '<  my  beloved  brethren,  let  us  be  stedtast,  unmoveable,  always  abounding  in  the  ^ 
wwk  of  the  Lord:  forasmuch  as  we  know,  that  our^  labour^  shall  not  be  in  vain  in  the  Lord,'* 
iCor.  XV.58., 


SERMONS  UPON^  VAJIIOUS  SUBJECTS. 
SERMON  L. 

THE  DUTY  OF^CON€IDERATION. 
I  thought  ort  my  "ooays^  and'tumed  myfeet^unto  thy  testimonies.    Psal.  cxix.  59. 

\fi  these  words  two  things  are  observable;  first,  the  Psalmist's  practice:  <<  He  tliought  on  his 
wys*''  Secondly,  the  result  and  consequence  of  that  practice :  '^  He  turned  his  feet  unto  God's 
teitimQfiies. 

Ilie  text  therefore  presentd  to  us  these  two  points,  consideration,  and  the  happy  effect  of  it ; 
reformation,  or  amendment.  These  will  be  the  subjects  of  the  present  discourse :  and  this  is, 
the  method^to  be  observed  by  us: . 
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I.  To  shew  what  is  implied  in  consideration,  or  thinking  on  our  wayd« 

II..  To  observe  the  proper  effect  thereoi(^  which  is  amendment. 

III.  After  which,  in  the  way  of  application,  I  would  recommend  the  practice  oi^  considera-^ 
lion  by  some  motives. 

I.  I  am  to  shew^  in  the  first  place,  what  is  implied  in  consideration,  or  thinking  on  our  ways* 

1.  It  implies  a  recollecting,  and  taking  a  survey  of  our  past  conduct,  with  a  view  of  detect- 
ing the  sins  and  errors  of  it,  as  well  as  ob^rving  tlie  good  we  have  done. 

To  think  on  our  ways  is  to  recollect  and  bring  to  remembrance  the  past  actions  t)f  our.life^ 
good  and  bad:  more  especially  our  latter,  but  also  ouc  former  conduct:  nor  only  our  outward 
actions,  but  likewise  our  thoughts  and  intentions,  the  principles  and  views  of  our  actions,  in  the 
several  past  periods  of  our  life,  and  the  various  circumstances  we  have  been  in:  how  far  our 
behaviour  has  been  suitable  to  the  dispensations  of  Divine  Providence  towards  us :  what  we 
haveJbeen,  and  what  we  have  done:  how  we  have  behaved  in  times  of  prosperity,  or  of  adver- 
sity :  how  far  we  have  regarded  and  performed,  or  neglected  and  omitted,  the  duties  owing  to 
God  or  men,  in  the  stations  we  have  been  in;  by  which  it  may  appear,  that  this  is  a  wide  field 
of  meditation  to  expatiate  in. 

S.  In  the  practice  of  this  duty  is  implied  seriousness  and  deliberation. 

"  I  thought  on  my  ways.*'  I  recollected  them,  as  just  shewn:  and  that  seriously  and  deli-' 
berately.  I  did  not  bestow  only  some  few  slight  and  cursory  reflections  on  myself  and  my  past 
conduct:  but  I  acted  with  seriousness  and  delibepation,  being  sensible,  it  is  a  thing  of  no  small 
moment.  I  allotted  some  time  to  this  work,  and  called  oft'  my  thoughts  from  other  matters,  to 
think  of  myself  and  my  ways.  I  Uid  aside  other  business,  and  redeemed  some  time  from  the 
hurries  of  life,  for  the  sake  of  this  necessary  review.  I  desisted  from  farther  pursuits  until  I 
had  surveyed  my  past  conduct,  and  could  judge  how  far  it  has  been  right,  or  how  far  wrong : 
whether  I  ought  to  proceed  in  the  present  course>  or  whether  it  ought  not  in  several  respects 
to  be  altered  and  corrected. 

S.  "  I  thought  on. my  way&:"  I  considered  and  examined  them  impartially. 

This  I  did,  knowing  that  God  sees  all  4;htngs,  and  that  he  is  acquainted  with  all  my  wan- 
derings.  He  tries  the  hearts,  and  knows  all  the  ways  of  the  sons  of  men.  He  is  the  best  judge 
of,  integrity,  and  will  approve  of  it :  he  is  not  to  be  deceived  by  false  pretences,  and  specious 
appearances.  All  the  actions  of  my  life,  and  ^1  the  purposes  of  my  heart,  ever  since  I  have 
enjoyed  this  rational  nature,  and  have  arrived  to  the  exercise  of  its  powers,  have  been  under  his 
notice:  and  he  discerns  the  pres^it  frame  and  actings  of  my  mind. 

.  When  therefore  I  thought  on  my  ways,  I  resolved  to  do  it  in  the  fear,  and  as  in  the  presence 
of  Qod.  I  set  aside  partisd  and  too  favourable  regards  for  myself,  and  resolved  not  to  heed 
now  the  fair,  and  too  agreeable  speeches  of  friends  or  flatterers :  but  to  know  the  truth  con- 
cerning myself,  and  to  pass  a  right  judgment  upon  my  ways.  .      ,      .  .      . 

I  examined  myself,  then,  and  weighed  my  actions  in  an  equal  balance,  without  a  favourable 
and  partial  indulgence :  but  yet,  as  I  was  persuaded  I  ought  to  do,  without  a  rigour  and  severity 
that  nas  no  bounds,  and  directly,  and  necessarily  leads  to  despair  and  despondency:  believing, 
that  equity,  mercy,  and  compassion,  are  branches  of  eternal  righteousness,  and  some  of  the 
glories  of  that  infinitely  perfect  Being  who  made  the  world.  He  certainly  is  not  strict  to  mark 
iniquity:  he  knows  all  the  weaknesses  and  disadvantages  of  his  creatures,  as  well  as  the  powers 
and  advantages  he  has  bestowed  upon  them.  He  does  not  equally  resent  involuntary  and  un- 
xlesigned  failings,  and  deliberate  and  wilful  wickedness.  He  is  ever  ready  to  pardon  the  peni- 
tent, and  accepts  the  sincere  and  upriglit,  though  they  are  not  perfect. 

As  therefore  I  would  confess  and  acknowledge  all  the  offences  I  can  descry,  with  hopes  of 
finding  favour  with  God;  so  would  I  humbly  rejoice,  and  take  satisfaction  in  every  instance  of 
virtuous  conduct,  hoping  it  may  be  graciously  approved  of  and  accepted  by  him  to  whom  I  am 
accountable;  and  who  is  greater  than  my  heart,  and  knoweth  all  things. 

4.  "  I  thouglit  on  my  ways.'*     It  may  be  herein  implied,  I  have  done  it  frequently. 

**  I  thought  on  my  ways:**  This  is  a  practice,  which  I  have  supposed  to  be  incumbent  on 
me.  The  heat  of  action,  and  the  hurry  and  business  of  life,  occasion  much  inconsideration : 
and  various  circumstances  there  are  which  throw  us  off*  our  guard :  and  temptations  prevail, 
before  we  are  aware. 

Various  are  the  temptations  of  this  world:  and  my  strong  affections  are  apt  to  carry  me 
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bevond  the  bounds  of  reason.  In  the  multitude  of  my  words,  in  my  many  thoughts  and  actions, 
I  rear  there  has  not  wanted  some,  if  not  much  sin  and  folly.  I  have  therefore  thought  it,  in 
the  course  of  my  life,  a  fit  and  proper  practice,  frequently  to  review  mj  conduct,  and  call  myself 
to  an  account,  and  not  to  suffer  any  long  space  of  time  to  pass  without  this  exercise  of  my 
mind. 

5.  "  I  thought  on  mv  ways  •/'  and  when  I  did  so,  I  carefiJly  compared  them  with  the  rule 
of  right ;  the  reason  of  tnings,  and  the  revealed  will  of  God. 

As  already  observed,  I  have  recollected  my  past  conduct;  I  have  reviewed  it  seriously  and 
deliberately;  sincerely  and  impartially;  and  frequently,  laying  hold  of  all  fit  opportunities  for 
so  doing :  and  whenever  I  did  so,  it  was  my  concern,  carefully  to  compare  my  actions  by  the 
rule  of  right;  the  reason  of  things,  and  the  will  of  God,  as  revealed  in  his  word. 

I  then  observed  the  intrinsic  excellence,  and  the  beauty  and  comeliness  of  virtue,  and  all 
hohness ;  and  the  real  evil  and  foul  deformity  of  vice.  I  discerned  the  reasonableness  and  per- 
fection of  God's  precepts :  that  what  he  commands  is  fit  to  be  done,  and  that  what  he  forbids 
ought  to  be  avoided  by  every  rational  being:  "  All  the  statutes  of  the  Lord  are  right,**  Ps.  xix.  8, 
and  should  be  steadily  regarded  by  his  creatures.  I  perceived  therefore,  that  3l  my  thoughts 
and  actions,  which  agreed  not  with  the  rule  of  God's  word,  were  foolish  and  wicked,  such  as 
ought  to  be  condemned  by  me,  of  which  I  have  reason  to  be  ashamed,  and  for  which  I  now 
humble  and  abase  myself.  All  such  actions  have  been  contrary  to  the  will  and  pleasure  of  my 
sovereign,  and  unsuitable  to  the  dignity  of  my  nature.  And  all  the  while  I  have  wandered  from 
the  right  way  of  holiness  and  obedience  to  God,  I  have  been  weakening  and  sinking  the  powers 
of  my  mind,  and  have  more  and  more  indisposed  myself  for  the  enjoyment  of  true  happiness. 

6.  "  I  thought  on  my  ways :"  and  when  I  did  so,  I  considered  the  several  advantages  I  have 
enjoyed,  and  the  peculiar  obligations  I  have  been  under;  and  was  thereby  led  to  take  notice  of 
the  many  aggravations  of  my  transgressions,  and  my  defects. 

Eveiy  tning  contrary  to  truth,  purity,  and  righteousness  is  evil,  in  all  beings  who  have  reason 
and  understanding :  but  the  guilt  of  transgressors  increases  in  proportion  to  the  knowledge  they 
have  of  the  will  of  God,  ana  the  reasonableness  and  equitableness  of  what  is  required  of  them. 
Some  have  clearer  discoveries  concerning  duty,  than  others :  and  by  the  many  blessings,  vouch- 
safed them  in  the  course  of  providence,  they  have  been  laid  under  special  obligations  to  attend 
to  the  indications  of  the  Divine  Mind. 

When  I  thought  on  my  ways,  I  could  not  but  own  this  to  be  my  case.     The  divine  will, 
and  motives  to  obey  it,  have  been  often  set  before  me  in  a  clear  and  affecting  manner.     I  have 
had  many  means  and  helps  for  preventing  sin,  and  securing  a  virtuous  conduct :  and  the  favours' 
of  Divine  Providence  have  laid  me  under  strong  obligations  to  improve  those  helps,  and  to 
excel,  and  be  steady  in  virtue. 

I  see  reason  therefore  to  own,  that  I  have  acted  against  convictions  of  duty,  and  that  by 
temptation  I  have  been  induced  to  act  contrary  to  resolutions,  formerly  made.  1  can  recollect 
too,  that  I  have  not  kept  that  strict  watch  over  myself,  which  I  knew  to  be  fit  and  needfid  in 
this  present  world,  so  beset  with  dangerous  snares  and  temptations. 

Upon  the  whole,  in  recollecting  and  reviewing  my  conduct  I  discerned  many  tilings  for 
u-hich  no  gooil  excuse  or  apology  can  be  made :  and  therefore  I  saw  great  reason  to  condemn 
and  blame  myself  on  that  account.  And  considering  the  advantages,  which  I  have  enjoyed; 
my  many  past  transgressions,  and  my  still  remaining  defects  are  attended  with  no  small  ag- 
gravations. 

7-  **  I  thought  on  my  ways,'*  and  considered  the  rewards  and  encouragements  of  virtuous 
conduct,  and  sincere  obedience  to  God:  and  the  sad  consequences  of  sin,  and  the  unavoidable 
mm  and  misery  of  such  as  persist  in  it. 

For  a  difference  there  is  in  things,  as  I  am  fully  persuaded,  and  see  plain  reason  to  believe : 
and  God,  the  Lord  and  Governor  of  the  world,  is  perfectly  righteous  and  holy:  and  he  cer- 
tainly will  some  time  make  a  difference  between  the  obedient  and  faithful,  and  the  disobedient 
and  unfaithful  among  his  creatures.  It  is  altogether  fit  and  reasonable  he  should  do  so:  it  is 
impossible  therefore  for  rae  to  reconcile  the  hopes  of  happiness  with  wilful  sin,  persisted  in,  and 
unrepented  of.  It  must  be  confessed,  and  forsaken :  or  I  can  never  think  of  finding  mercy 
with  God,  so  as  to  entertain  any  prospect  of  the  reward  that  shall  be  bestowed  on  the 
righteous. 

VOL.  v.  K 
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This  is  what  is  implied  in  the  duty  of  consideration,  or  thinking  on  our  ways* 

II.  Let  us^now  observe  the  proper  effect  of  this  practice,  which  is  amendment.  «<  I  thought 
on  my  ways,*'  says  the  Psalmist,  "  and  turned  my  feet  unto  thy  testimonies/* 

Tfiiat  is  one  effect  and  advantage  of  this  practice.  But  it  is  not  the  sole  and  only  one.  For 
to  a  good  man  it  may  be  sometimes  the  ground  and  occasion  of  peace,  joy,  pleasing  reflections, 
and  comfortable  hopes  and  expectations,  and  afford  cause  of  thanksgiving  to  God.  It  wili 
especially  do  so,  at  the  end  of  life,  to  such  as  have  made  it  a  frequent  practice,  and  have  thereby 
been  engaged  in  a  strict  and  steady  course  of  virtue.  Like  the  apostle,  they  will  be  able  to  say : 
•«  Our  rejoicing  is  this,  the  testimony  of  our  conscience,  that  in  simplicity  and  godly  sincerity, 
not  with  fleshly  wisdom,  but  by  the  grace  of  God,  we  have  had  our  conversation  in  dnis  world,'* 
2  Cor.  i.  12.  And  when  he  was  yet  nearer  the  period  of  his  days  on  earth,  he  reflects,  and  looks 
fbnfar^  in  this  manner:  <<  I  have  fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  finished  my  course,  I  have  kept 
the  faith;  Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteousness,  which  the  Lord  the 
righteous  Jud^e*  shall  give  me  at  that  day,"  2  Tim.  iv.  7>  8. 

This  satisraction  we  may  well  suppose  was  sometimes  the  result  of  the  Psalmist's  thinking 
on  his  ways.  For  though  he  did  not  always  perform  agreeably  to  the  obligations  he  was  under, 
yet  he  never  laid  aside  the^  profession  of  religion,  nor  abandoned  himself  to  an  allowed  and  de- 
liberate course  of  wickedness.  So  he  declares  in  this  Psalm,  ver.  102,  "  I  have  not  departed 
from  thy  judgments,  for  thou  hast  taught  me.**  And  ver.  22,  "  remove  away  from  me  reproach 
and  contempt:**  for  "I  Have  kept  thy  testimonies.**  And  ver.  l65 — 167,  "Lord,  1  have 
boped  in  thy  salvation,  and  done  thy  commandments.  My  soul  has  kept  thy  testimonies,  and 
1  love  them  exceedingly.  I  have  kept  thy  precepts,  ai)d  thy  testimonies  :  for  all  my  ways  are 
before  thee.** 

But  this  was  one  happy  effect  of  serious  consideration,  or  thinking  on  his  ways,  that  he  was 
better  disposed  and  enabled  to  amend  what  had  been  hitherto  amiss,  and  to  advance  in  piety* 
As  he  says,  ver.  67*  "  before  I  was  afflicted,  I  went  astray,  but  now  have  I  kept  thy  word." 
There  were  errors  and  faults  in  his  conduct,  in  the  time  of  ease  and  prosperity,  which  afflictions 
had  taught  him  to  correct  and  reform. 

So  here  in  the  text:  "  I  thought  on  my  ways:**  and  having  on  that'recollection  and  review 
observed  some,  or  even  many  defects  and  transgressions,  "  I  turned  my  feet  unto  God*s  testi- 
monies.** Whatever  I  discerned  to  T)e  contrary  to  duty,  gave  me  grief  and  concern,  and  I  re- 
solved to  do  so  no  more.  I  determined  not  to  persist  in  any  thing  which  I  had  seen  the  evil  of: 
knowing  that  any  one  sin,  wilfully  indulged,  is  a  presumptuous  disrespect  to  the  authority  of  the 
divine  law;  and  might  harden  my  heart,  and  extirpate  all  sense  of  religion  in  my  mind,  until  I 
become  totally  forsaken  of  God,  and  abandoned  to  all  manner  of  wickedness. 

Having  seen  my  errors,  I  resolved  to  be  for  the  future  more  exact,  careful  and  circumspect. 
And  Iliave  actually  found  by  experience,  that  this  frequent,  serious,  and  impartial  recollecting 
and  reviewing  my  past  conduct  has  been  of  great  use  to  me,  and  proved  an  excellent  mean  of 
my  amendment  ana  improvement. 

III.  It  remains,  that  in  the  way  of  application  I  recommend  this  duty  of  consideration,  or 
the  practice  of  "  thinking  on  our  ways,**  by  some  motives. 

1.  It  is  a  very  fit  and  proper  employment  of  rational  creatures,  whilst  in  a«tate  of  trial : 
wherein  they  labour  under  many  frailties  and  imperfections,  and  are  exposed  to  various  snares 
and  tempUitions. 

What  can  be  more  proper  for  such  beings,  in  such  circumstances,  than  to  "  think  on  their 
ways?'*  They  are  accountable  to  God.  And  must  it  not  be  very  becoming  them,  to  shew  .a 
respect  to  him,  and  his  laws,  by  frequently  considering  their  behaviour:  that,  if  at  any  time, 
through  surprise,  or  any  other  means,  they  have  been  misled,  they  may  make  humble  coniessiona 
of  their  offences,  and  resolve  and  aim  and  endeavour  to  do  better  in  time  to  come. 

2.  I  observe  secondly,  (which  follows  from  what  was  just  said)  that  this  practice  is  very 
proper  for  all  men. 

It  is  proper  for  such,  as  have  not  yet  seriously  devoted  themselves  to  God  and  his  service  : 
and  also  for  those  who  are  really  and  sincerely,  but  only  imperfectly  gopd.  It  is  greatly  needful, 
and  of  the  utmost  importance  for  the  former,  "  to  think  on  their  ways.**  And  it  may  be  very 
expedient  and  beneficial  for  these  last  likewise.    The  Psalmist  snews  as  much  by  his  own 
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^rample^  who  ought  to  be  placed  in  this  latter  rank.   And  he  may  be  well  understood  to  intend, 
by  this  observation,  to  recommend  the  practice  to  others. 

3.  This  exercise  of  the  mind  is  oftentimes  expressly  recommended  to  men  by  God  himself 
or  his  prophets,  speaking  in  his  name,  arid  by  his  authority. 

In  the  first  chapter  of  the  book  of  Isaiah  God  laments  and  complains,  as  it  were,  that  **  Israel 
did  not^know,  his  people  did  not  consider,''  Is.  i.  3.  And  earnesUy  calls  to  t^em  to  attend  to 
the  end  of  things.  "  Wash  ye,  make  you  clean,  put  away  the  evil  of  your  doings  from  before 
my  eyes.  Cease  to  do  evil,  learn  to  do  well.  Come  now,  and  let  us  rea«on  together,  saith  die 
Lord.  If  ve  be  willing  and  obedient,  ye  shall  eat  the  good  of  the  land;  but  if  ye  refuse,  and 
rebel,  ye  shall  be  destroyed :  for  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  hath  spoken  it,*'  ver.  16 — 20.  They 
are  severely  checked  and  reproved,  who  go  on  securely  in  an  evil  way:  not  considering  how 
diq>leasing  such  a  course  is  to  the  Divine  Being.  <<  These  things  hast  thou  done,  and  I  kept 
silence.  Thou  thoughtest  that  I  was  such  an  one  as  thyself:  but  I  will  reprove  thee,  and  set 
them  in  order  before  thee.  Now  consider  this,  ye  that  forget  God,  lest  I  tear  you  in  pieces,  and 
there  be  none  to  deliver,"  Ps.  1.  21,  22. 

And  in  the  New  Testament,  says  St.  Paul,  "  Examine  yourselves,  whether  ye  be  in  the 
f^th :  prove  your  ownselves,"  2  Cor.  xiii.  5.  Ajid,  "  If  any  man  think  himself  to  be  something, 
when  he  is  nothing,  he  deceives  himself:  but  let  eveiy  man  prove  his  own  work.  Then  shall  he 
have  rejoicing  in  mmself  alone,  and  not  in  another,"  Gal.  vi.  3,  4.  St.  John  is  directed  by  our 
exalted  Lord  to  write  in  this  manner  to  the  church  of  Ephesus:  **  Remember  therefore,  from 
whence  thou  art  fallen:  and  repent,  and  do  the  first  work,"  Rev.  ii.  5.  And  St.  Paul  observes : 
"  If  we  would  judge  ourselves,  we  should  not  be  judged,"  or  condemned,  "  by  the  Lord," 
1  Cor.  xi.  21. 

4.  Which  brings  us  to  another  argument  for  this  practice:  that  God  will  hereafter  try  ancj 
judge  us,  and  all  men. 

There  is  a  day  appointed  for  reviewing  the  actions  of  all  mankind :  and  then  every  one  will 
receive  according  to  what  he  has  done  in  the  body,  whether  good  or  evil.  This  should  be  of 
great  force  to  persuade  us  to  think  on  our  ways  now,  and  seriously  to  recollect  our  past  conduct; 
that  all  instances  of  misbehaviour  may  be  blotted  out,  and  corrected  by  the  tears  of  unfeigned 
and  timely  repentance,  and  by  hearty  reformation  and  amendment. 

5.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  reason  to  apprehend  that  we  shall  be  induced  to  think  on  oup 
waysi.  some  time  before  our  departure  out  of  this  world. 

If  ever  we  are  brought  into  troubles  and  distresses,  or  have  near  apprehensions  of  deat^  and 
judgment,  then  these  reflections  will  be  unavoidable,  and  these  thoughts  will  disturb  us,  when 
the  benefit  will  be  uncertain.  It  must  therefore  be  prudent  to  think  on  our  ways  in  time,  freely 
and  voluntarily,  and  by  a  speedy  and  effectual  repentance  and  amendment,  to  lay  a  foundation 
for  pleasing  reflections,  and  comfortable  prospects,  in  a  day  of  affliction,  or  at  the  time  of 

6.  Lastly,  let  us  attend  to  the  great  advantages  of  thinking  on  our  ways. 

It  is  a  likely  mean  of  repentance,  of  amendment,  and  of  improvement  in  every  thing  good 
and  excellent:  we  shall  then  know  ourselves:  we  shall  see  the  evil  of  sin,  and  be  very  sensible 
<^the  sad  consequences  of  continuing  therein:  we  shall  turn  from  it,  and  carefully  keep  God*s 
commandments  to  the  end,  without  any  more  deliberately  and  wilfully  forsaking,  or  turning 
aside  from  them. 

This  is  the  lesson  of  the  text,  and  of  what  follows:  "  I  thought  on  my  ways,  and  turned  my 
feet  unto  thy  testimoiries.  I  made  haste,  and  delayed  not  to  keep  thy  commandments/'  Which 
last  words,  God  willing,  shall  be  the  subject  of  our  meditations  the  next  opportunity. 
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SERMON  11. 

THE  UNREASONABLENESS  OF  DELAYS  IN  THINGS  OF  RELTGION. 

I  made  hastCy  and  delayed  not  to  keep  thy  commandments. — PsaL  cxix.  60. 

1  HIS  psalm  is  equally  admirable  for  justness  and  piety  of  sentiment,  and  for  exactness  and 
^elegance  of  composition.  The  prevailing  principle  running  throughout,  is  a  high  esteem  and 
veneration  for  the  revealed  will  of  God:  which  under  some  expression  of  law,  word,  statutes, 
ordinances,  testimonies,  or  some  other  phrase  of  like  import,  is  mentioned  in  almost  every  verse 
of  the  Psalm.  Notwithstanding  which,  and  the  length  of  the  meditation  likewise,  it  is  not 
chargeable  either  with  tediousness  or  tautology.  But  there  is  a  great  and  surprising  variety,  and 
the  attention  of  the  reader  is  kept  up  from  the  beginning  to  the  end. 

Indeed  the  variety  is  such,  that  it  is  somewhat  difficult  to  make  a  summary  of  its  contents,  or 
represent  in  brief  the  several  thoughts  with  which  it  is  filled.  However  it  may  in  general  be 
said,  that  the  Psalmist  often  professeth  the  regard  he  had  for  the  divine  law:  and  he  aims  to  re- 
commend  to  others  the  serious  and  diligent  study  of  it,  and  a  sincere  and  constant  practice  of  all 
its  precepts,  as  the  only  way  to  true  blessedness.  He  declares  the  great  and  frequent  experience 
he  had  of  support  and  comfort  from  it  in  his  distresses  and  afflictions.  He  vows  perpetual  obe- 
dience and  conformity  to  it,  notwithstanding  the  discouragements  he  might  meet  with  from  the 
world  about  him,  and  the  multitude,  or  the  greatness  of  transgressors.  He  prays  also  for  farther 
instruction  in  God's  word,  and  help  to  keep  it  to  the  end.  The  psalm  is  suited  to  comfort  the 
dejected,  to  assist  those  who  aim  at  the  greatest  perfection  in  virtue,  to  quicken  the  slothful  and 
inddient,  and  to  awaken  sinners,  and  reclaim  them  from  their  wanderings. 

The  words  of  the  text  are  more  especially  adapted  to  some  of  the  last  mentioned  cases. 

In  the  preceding  verse  he  declares,  that  he  had  "  thought  on  his  ways:*'  th6  result  of  which 
was,  that  he  was  thereby  disposed  and  enabled  to  amend  them:  and  "  I  turned  my  feet  untQ« 
thy  testimonies.*'  He  addS  here  a  ve:y  happy  and  commendable  circumstance  of  that  conver- 
sion, or  alteration  for  the  better:  it  was  speedy,  and  immediate.  **  I  made  haste,  and  delayed 
not,  to  keep  thy  commandments.*' 

Having  lately  explained  and  recommended  to  you  the  duty  of  consideration,  or  "  thinking 
on  our  ways:"  I  now  intend  to  recommend  the  imitation  of  the  Psalmist  in  this  circumstance, 
speediness  of  amendment  wherever  any  thing  has  been  amiss.  The  want  of  which  is,  probably, 
one  of  the  most  common  failings  which  men  are  incident  to.  There  are  few,  or  none,  but  have 
some  convictions  of  the  evil  of  sin,  and  some  perception  and  persuasion  of  the  excellence  and 
necessity  of  real  holiness.  They  are  aware  that  sin,  unrepented  of,  must  be  of  fatal  conse- 
quence: and  that  without  holiness  no  man  can  attain  to  the  happiness  of  a  future  state.  They 
intend  therefore  and  hope  to  be  truly  holy  in  time.  They  would  not  die  in  sin,  nor  continue  in 
it  dways.  No,  they  propose  to  repent  of  it,  and  forsake  it.  They  design  to  humble  themselves 
greatly  for  all  their  transgressions,  and  to  turn  themselves  from  them  to  a  sincere  obedience  to 
aU  God's  commandments.  But  the  time  for  putting  these  resolutions  in  practice  is  not  yet  come, 
and  they  hope  it  may  be  well  done  hereafter.  This  is  very  different  from  the  example  in  the 
text.    Which  that  all  may  be  disposed  to  follow  and  imitate, 

I.  I  will  in  the  first  pkce  mention  some  considerations,  shewing  the  evil  of  delays  in  the 
things  of  religion. 

II.  I  will  consider  those  pleas  and  excuses  which  some  make  for  delaymg  to  reform,  and 
their  objections  against  immediate  compliance  with  the  commands  of  God. 

III.  I  intend  also  at  the  end  to  offer  some  motives  and  arguments,  tending  to  induce  men  to 
perform  w^hat  is  their  duty. 

\.  In  the  first  place  I  shall  mention  some  considerations,  shewing  the  evil  of  delays  m  the 
things  of  religion. 
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1.  A  siQner's  delaying  repentance  and  amendment  is  an  act  of  great  imprudence,  and  such 
as  men  are  not  ordinarily  guilty  of  in  other  matters.  *' 

It  is,  I  say,  great  imprudence  to  delay  to  reform ;  because  it  is  a  thing  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance, upon  which  depends  our  everlasting  concerns,  our  happiness  or  misery  in  another  state. 
Is  not  the  condition  of  an  habitual  sinner  extremely  hazardous?  Every  one  must  own,  tliat 
whilst  a  man  is  in  any  evil  course,  allowed  of  and  indulged,  he  is  under  the  displeasure  of  God. 
And  if  he  die  in  that  state  and  course,  he  is  miserable  beyond  redress.  The  only  way  of  avert- 
ing the  displeasure  of  God,  and  of  escaping  future  misery,  is  that  of  sincere  repentance.  And 
Imw  imprudent  must  it  be  to  defer  that  a  moment?  Should  not  every  discreet  and  thoughtful 
person  desire  to  be  in  a  safe  condition,  rather  than  in  a  state  of  great  danger  ? 

Should  we  not  then  be  all  ready  to  embrace  the  pardoning  mercy  of  God,  now  offered  to  us, 
by  confessing  and  forsaking  our  sins,  as  he  requires  ?  He  will,  then,  <•  receive  us  graciously,  and 
love  us  freely,'*  Hos.  xiv.  2,  4. 

2.  We  ought  seriously  to  consider  the  shortness  and  uncertainty  of  life.  Can  it  be  rea- 
sonable to  defer  a  thing  which  we  ownought  to  be  done,  when  we  are  not  certain  that  we  shall 
have  another  opportunity  of  doing  it  ?  For  we  cannot  depend  upon  tomorrow,  not  knowing 
what  the  present  day  may  bring  forth.  All  do  not  arrive  at  old  age,  or  any  other  of  the  ad- 
vanced periods  of  life.  Numberless  are  the  dangers  to  which  we  are  exposed.  And  the 
strcmgest  and  most  healthy  may  be  taken  off  by  sudden  accidents. 

Suppose  death  to  make  gradual  approaches.  Yet  we  are  not  certain  what  pains,  what  indis- 
positions they  are,  that  shall  bring  on  the  dissolution  of  soul  j^ndbody.  They  maybe  such  as  shall 
immediately  and  utterly  unqualify  us  for  settling  any  of  our  affairs  relating  to  this  life,  or  making 
any  preparations  for  another.  How  inconvenient  then,  how  unsafe,  how  unwise  must  it  be,  to 
ddter  this  important  concern  to  a  distant,  unknown,  and  uncertain  futurity ! 

S.  You  defer  repenting  and  giving  up  yourself  to  God  for  the  present,  in  hopes  of  doing  so 
hereafter.     But  repentance  will  be  more  unlikely  hereafter  than  now. 

There  cannot,  I  apprehend,  be  any  reason  to  think  it  should  be  more  likely  in  some  future  time, 
than  the  present.     But  there*  are  many  reasons  to  suppose  the  contrary. 

You  are  not  sure  of  having  such  calls  to  repentance  as  you  now  have,  even  supposing  the 
continuance  of  life.  You  now  enjoy  means  of  virtue  and  holiness:  and  earnest  and  frequent 
caUs  and  invitations  are  made  to  you.  But  it  may  not  be  always  so.  Your  worldly  affairs  may 
place  you  in  some  other  situation,  where  the  like  means  are  not  to  be  had,  which  are  now 
afforded  you.  Or,  if  the  principles  of  religion  do  not  now  make  a  deep  and  abiding  impression 
upon  your  minds,  you  may  be  prevailed  upon  by  some  worldly  considerations,  to  forsake  and 
abandon  the  ordinances  ot  divine  worship,  and  all  the  usual  means  of  awakening,  reforming,  and 
reclaiming  sinners*  For  these,  and  other  the  like  reasons  the  scripture  speaks  of  "  an  accepted" 
time,''  and  a  **  day  of  salvation,'*  Is.  xlix.  8,  which  it  is  of  importance  to  improve,  and  very 
dangerous  to  neglect,  2  Cor.  vi.  ^. 

If  the  ordinary  means  of  holiness  and  salvation  are  continued,  what  reason  is  there  to  tliink 
that  you  should  be  at  any  time  hereafter  better  disposed  to  improve  them  than  you  are  now  ?  Is 
there  not  rather  a  great  deal  of  reason  to  fear,  lest  the  heart  should  contract  some  hardness  by  a 
long  continuance  in  sin  ?  And  if  reasonable  and  forcible  arguments  do  not  now  sway  and  pre- 
vail, they  will  be  so  far  from  influencing  more  hereafter,  that  they  will  affect  much  less  than  at 
{>resent.  Besides,  by  delaying  and  deferring  you  contract  a  habit  of  delaying,  and  do  it  with 
ess  remorse.  Your  first  put-offs  and  excuses,  perhaps,  are  not  made  without  a  good  deal  of 
uneasiness:  and  you  are  almost  ashamed,  or  even  confounded,  when  you  make  them:  and  your 
heart  afterwards  smites  you  for  it.  But  having  time  afler  time  excused  and  deferred  compliance 
with  the  reasonable  demands  that  have  been  made  of  you,  you  become  more  assured  and 
coniident;.  agd-  such  demands  &re  for  the  future  put  off  with  little  or  no  scruple,  or  concern 
of  mind. 

Moreover,  it  is  a  vain  thing  to  imagine,  that  you  may  outlive  temptations ;  and  that  the 
time  may  come,  when  there  shall  be  no  longer  any  impediments  or  obstructions  of  repentance 
and  amendment.  For  there  always  will  be  temptations,  suited  to  every  age  of  life,  which  will 
bave.a  powerful  influence  upon  those  who  are  not  fully  devoted  to  God,  and  have  not  attained 
to  the  government  of  their  passions.     If  sensual  pleasure  be  a  bait  that  seduces  and  ensnares 
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nfen  id  the  early  Aayfi  o£  life/  riches,  aiid  honour,  and  preferment  are  as  takidg  Wi&  meft  df 
worldly  minds,  in  the  more  advanced,  and  the  very  latest  periods  of  life. 

4.  Late  repentance,  supposing  it  to  be  sincere  and  available  and  accepted  of  God,  must  be 
very  bitter  ana  sorrowfiil. 

It  cannot  be  otherwise.  For  you  will  have  little  or  nothing  to  comfort  you.  And  you  will 
have  a  great  number,  and  a  long  course  of  transgressions  and  neglects,  to  reflect  upon  with 
grief  and  concern.  It  will  be  very  grievous  to  recollect  many  instances  of  ingratitude  to  God, 
who  has  been  very  good  and  gracious  to  you,  who  would  not  think  of  him,  or  pay  a  just  regar4 
to  his  reasonable  and  holy  laws  and  commandments.  You  will  then,  severely  blame  and  con* 
demn  yourselves  for  acting  contrary  to  conviction,  and  for  refusing  to  hearken  to  former  press* 
ing  and  friendly  calls  and  invitations.  You  will  be  filled  with  the  utmost  concern  to  think  how 
you  have  multiplied  transgressions,  and  persisted  therein :  thereby  offending  Grod,  and  perhaps 
grieving  men,  whose  comfort  and  happiness  should  have  been  dear  to  you.  And  it  is  well  if 
you  have  not  also  the  sad  and  bitter  reflection  to  make,  that  by  your  sms,  some  of  them  more 
especially,  you  have  been  the  means  of  misleading  some  of  your  fellow-creatures,  and  causing 
them  to  fall  and  miscarry. 

5.  But  late  repentance  is  seldom  sincere. 

I  do  not  say  that  it  is  never  sincere ;  but  there  is  too  much  reason  to  think  it  is  seldom  so* 
The  confessions  and  lamentations  of  men  in  sickness,  and  in  visible  danger  of  death,  appear 
rather  forced  and  unavoidable,  than  free-  and  voluntary.  And  very  often,  when  the  danger  is 
over,  and  health  and  safety  are  restored,  and  the  temptations  of  life  return  with  their  usual 
force,  men  shew  their  repentance  was  not  unfeigned  and  efiectual,  by  returning  to  their  former 
evil  courses,  and  by  being  again  entangled  and  overcome  by  this  world,  and  the  snares  of  it,  ask 
before. 

6.  Consequentlv,  late  repentance  must  be  very  uncomfortable. 

For  though  it  should  be  sincere,  and  accepted  of  God,  you  cannot  ordinarily  have  a  full  and 
satisfactory  persuasion  of  it  in  your  minds.  ISome  hope,  possibly,  you  may  entertain:  but  it  will 
be  weak  and  languid:  somewhat  between  hope  and  aespair,  a  saa  mixture  of  doubt  And  fear, 
whether  this  late  humiliation  will  be  accepted  or  not.  And  forasmuch  as  you  have  not  now  an 
opportunity  of  approving  to  yourselves,  or  others,  the  truth  of  your  repentance  by  future  acts  of 
ste^y  obedience,  and  that  in  time  of  temptation  you  must  go  out  of  the  world  without  that 
assured  hope  and  expectation  of  a  better  life,  and  the  heavenly  happiness,  which  is  very  desirable 
and  necessary  to  give  peace  in  the  hour  of  death. 

These  considerations  shew  the  folly  and  danger  of  delaying  repentance.* 

IL  I  would  now  consider  the  pleas  and  excuses  which  some  make  for  delaying  to  reform, 
and  their  objections  against  immediate  compUance  with  the  commands  of  God,  and  against  form- 
ing a  present  resolution  to  be  immediately  religious. 

1.  Some  think  with  themselves,  and  are  apt  to  plead,  that  a  life  of  strict  virtue  and  serious 
religion  is  unpleasant,  sad  and  melancholy:  deprivmg  men  of  the  pleasures  and  entertainments 
of  life,  and  ot  much  worldly  gain  and  profit,  which  they  might  otherwise  make. 

To  this  I  answer  two  things. 

1.)  Allowing  the  truth  of  all  this,  it  is  not  a  good  and  reasonable  ground  of  deferring  to  be 
really  good  and  virtuous,  and  securing  the  happiness  of  a  future  life:  because  things  earthly  and 
temporal  are  not  to  be  compared  with  things  heavenly  and  eternal.  These  last  are  greatly 
superior  and  preferable  in  real  excellence,  just  value,  and  length  of  duration.  And  therefore, 
if  the  possessions  and  enjoyments  of  this  world  are  inconsistent  and  incompatible  with  heavenly 
treasures  and  enjoyments,  they  may  be  reasonably  quitted  and  resigned  for  the  sake  of  these. 
If  both  were  proposed  and  set  before  us :  but  one,  cei1;ainly,  without  the  other:  there  could  be 
no  doubt  or  hesitation  which  should  be  chosen  and  preferred.  Let  the  path  of  ^tue  be  ever 
1^0  thorny,  strait,  and  difficult,  if  it  lead  to  eternal  life,  we  should  resolve  to  enm  on  it,  and 
persist  in  it.  The  reward  at  the  end  will  crown  all  our  labours,  and  make  full  recompense  for 
all  our  self-denial  and  patience. 

2.)  But,  secondly,  this  is  not  altogether  true.  Men  have  no  reason  to  be  shy  of  the  paths  of 
virtue,  as  sad,  gloomy,  and  melancholy.     Many  are  the  te8tinu)nies,  which  wise  and  good  mo^ 


^  If  any  fiod  this  sermon  too  long  for  a  single  reading,  here  »  a  proper  paoie. 
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irfao  havp  l/m^^  trials  have  borne  in  favour  of  virtue  and  real  goodness.   Solomon  recommending; 
to  men  true  wisdom,  and  the  ways  she  prescribes  and  teaches,  says,  "  Length  of  days  is  in  her 
f%ht  hand^  and  in  her  left  hand  riches  and  honour.     Her  ways  are  ways  of  pleasantness,  an4  all 
her  paths  are  peace,**  Prov.  iii.  16,  I7. 

rut  the  case  of  the  most  prosperous  sinner,  and  the  most  afflicted  saint,  and  compare  them 
together.     The  former  will  scarce  have  the  advantage,  as  to  this  present  life. 

It  should  not  be  overlooked,  nor  forgotten,  that  religion  does  not  deprive  men  of  any  of  the 
innocent  enjoyments  of  life,  or  of  any  lawful  gain  and  worldly  advantage.  In  the  way  of* 
virtue  many  good  men  iSnd  a  large  share  of  these  things.  And  whatever  they  possess,  they 
enjoy  it  without  the  sting  of  guilty  reflections,  and  the  remorse  of  unrighteousness  and  oppres- 
skm.  And  if  at  any  time,  in  the  course  of  things,  they  are  called  to  resign  any  earthly  advan^ 
tages;  their  religious  principles  and  virtuous  dHipositions  enable  them  to  do  it  without  regret^ 
and  support  them  under  sucn  losses. 

It  must  be  obvious  to  all,  that  the  end  of  such  is  preferable  to  that  of  other  men^  which  is  a 
thing  of  no  small  moment.  This  the  Psalmist  speaks  of  with  the  fullest  assurance,  and  calls 
upon  all  men  to  take  notice  of  it :  ^<  Mark  the  perfect  man,  and  behold  the  upright:  for  the 
end  of  that  man  is  peace,'*  Ps.  xxxvii.  37- 

Theyhave  also  many  comforts  in  the  way.  They  have  a  delightful  communion  with  God  in, 
devout  exercises  of  the  mind,  in  prayer  ana  praise,  performed  m  a  spiritual  manner,  accom- 
panied with  humility,  gratitude,  trust  in  the  divine  care  and  providence,  and  resignation  to  his 
will.  Th^  have  pleasure  in  the  persuasion  of  the  divine  approbation  and  acceptance,  and  the 
hope  of  a  fuller  participation  of  his  likeness,  and  everlasting  felicity  in  his  presence.  And  do 
you  not  think  the  fellowship  of  saints  may  be  as  comfortable  as  that  of  sinners  ?  or  that  the 
conversation  of  wise  and  virtuous  men  is  as  pleasing,  yea,  more  delightful  and  entertaining,  as 
well  as  more  edifying,  than  the  society  of  the  wicked  and  profane,  or  those  who  have  no  sense 
of  rel^on,  and  mind  the  af&irs  of  this  world  only? 

Moreover,  the  way  of  virtue  will  grow  more  and  more  easy,  pleasant  and  delightful:  and  that 
especiallv,  as  virtuous  habits  strengthen  and  improve.  This  well  deserves  the  observation  of 
thoBe,  who  are  discouraged  by  disadvantageous  apprehensions  concerning  the  way  of  obedience 
to  God*8  commandm^ts. 

Once  more,  religion,  and  conformity  to  its  rules  and  precepts,  afford  support  and  comfort 
under  the  troubles  and  afflictions  of  this  life,  from  which  none  are  exempted  :  as  David  says  at 
ver.  165  of  this  psalm:  <<  Great  peace  have  they  that  love  thy  law.  And  nothing  shall  ofien4 
them.** 

Upon  the  whole  then,  good  men,  who  Kve  in  the  fear  of  God  all  their  dajrs,  who  are  upright 
and  conscientious,  serious,  and  truly  religious,  being  conscious  of  their  integrity,  and  persuaded 
irf'the  divine  favour,  and  having  hopes  of  a  future  recompense,  have  much  comfort  both  in  life, 
and  in  death :  and  tJieir  way  and  their  condition  are  preferable  to  those  of  other  men. 

S.  Another  plea  and  excuse  made  by  some  is  to  this  purpose :  we  do  not  intend  by  any 
means  to  persist  in  sin  always:  we  fully  purpose  and  hope  to  repent  of,  and  forsake  it,  before  we 
die.  And  we  have  such  persuasion  of  the  grace  and  mercy  of  God  that  we  believe  he  will 
accept  of  and  pardon  us,  though  it  be  ever  so  late. 

But  this  plea  has  been  considered  and  confuted  already,  in  a  great  measure,  under  the  first 
head,  where  we  shewed  the  uncertainty  and  unlikelihood  of  repentance,  proposed  to  be  made 
some  time  hereafter,  and  consequently  the  folly  and  danger  of  deferring  it,  and  neglecting  thC 
present  opportunity.     With  regard  to  the  other  part  of  Siis  plea,  the  ground  of  delaying,  here 
insisted  upon,  •*  the  grace  and  mercy  of  God,**  I  now  observe  these  following  things. 

1.)  That  this  way  of  arguing  is  extremely  disingenuous*  Because  God  is  good  and  merciful, 
even  to  sinners,  when  they  return  to  liim,  you  encourage  yourself  in  an  evil  way,  and  presume 
to  try  the  utmost  of  divine  patience  and  mercy:  and,  as  it  were,  resolve,  at  the  least,  that  you 
will  allow  yourselves,  for  a  long  course  of  time,  to  multiply  transgressions  of  his  laws,  and 
oflfences  against  him.  Nor  do  you  think  of  forsaking  those  ways  that  are  contrary  to  his  will, 
and  displeasing  to  him,  till  near  the  end  of  life:  when  health  and  strength  will  be  impaired  by 
age,  or  sickness,  or  accidents:  and  you  are  as  unfit  for  the  service  of  God,  as  of  man,  and  the 
ei^yments  of  l^e  have  lost  all  their  relish.  Is  not  this  very  disingenuous  ?  a  thought  unworthy 
cf  a  rational  being  ? 
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2.)  With  regard  to  the  extent  of  the  divine  mercy,  and  the  hope  of  sharing  in  it  upon  the 
latest  repentance,  several  things  may  be  observed. 

The  mercy  of  God  is  certainly  very  great*  Nor  does  it  become  us  to  set  limits  to  it.  It 
may  be  extended  to  some  very  late,  if  sincere  penitents.  We  dare  not  deny,  that  whensoever 
sinners  forsake  tlie  evil  of  their  ways  and  their  doings,  he  will  have  mercy  upon  them,  accept 
them,  and  pardon  them.  Nevertheless  none  are  in  more  danger  of  being  excluded,  than  those 
who  in  the  early  days  of  life  are  favoured  with  frequent  and  earnest  calls  and  invitations,  and 
withstand  them.  And  there  are  in  scripture  some  declarations  and  threatenings,  which  are  very 
awful  and  affecting.  You  know,  that  a  peremptory  sentence  passed  upon  the  whole  congrega- 
tion of  the  people  of  Israel,  who  often  repeated  their  transgressions.  "  Because,*'  said  the  Lord, 
*<  all  those  men,  which  have  seen  my  glory,  and  my  miracles,  which  I  did  in  Egypt,  and  in  the 
wilderness,  and  have  tempted  me  now  these  ten  times,  and  have  not  hearkened  to  my  voice: 
surely  they  shall  not  see  the  land  which  I  promised  unto  their  fathers,'*  Numb.  xiv.  22,  23. 
Which  event  is  improved  both  by  the  Psalmist,  and  the  Apostle  in  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews, 
as  a  warning  to  men,  not  to  provoke  the  Divine  Being  by  long  delays^  and  repeated  acts  of  dis- 
obedience, and  to  improve  the  present  opportunity,  saying:  "To  day,  if  ye  will  hear  his  voice, 
harden  not  your  hearts,  as  in  the  provocation,**  Ps.  xcv.  7>  8.  Heb.  iii.  and  iv.  And  men  are 
directed  by  one  of  the  prophets,  in  tliis  manner  :  "  Seek  the  Lord,  while  he  may  be  found.  Call 
ye  upon  him,  while  he  is  near,**  Is.  Iv.  6.  And  very  moving  are  the  warnings  and  expostula- 
tions of  Wisdom  in  the  book  of  Proverbs,  "  How  long,  ye  simple  ones,  will  ye  love  simplicity, 

and  fools  hate  kn)8<wledge Because  I  have  called,  and  ye  refused :  I  have  stretched  out 

my  iiands,  but  no  mah  regarded:  but  ye  have  set  at  nought  all  my  counsel,  and  would  none  of 
my  reproof:  I  also  will  laugh  at  your  calamity,  and  will  mock,  when  your  fear  cometh.  Then 
shall  they  call  upon  me,  but  I  will  not  answer.  They  shall  seek  me  early;**  that  is,  when  disr 
tresses  and  calamities  have  befallen  them;  "  but  they  shall  not  find  me.  For  that  they  hated 
knowledge^  and  did  not  choose  the  fear  of  the  Lord,**  Prov.  i.  23 — 29- 

As  for  the  repentance  and  acceptance  of  the  penitent  thief,  we  do  not  know  when  he 
repented.  The  crime,  for  which  he  suffered,  may  have  been  committed  by  him,  and  repented 
of,  some  while  before.  Supposing  his  repentance  to  be  very  late,  and  very  sudden,  on  the  day  of 
his  death  only:  his  case  is  altogether  singular,  on  account  of  his  suffering  with  Jesus.  You  know, 
likewise,  that  the  other  malefactor  repented  not,  even  then.  Moreover  fhe  penitent  gave  ex- 
traordinary proofs  of  the  sincerity  of  his  repentance:  under  the  pains  of  crucifixion  acknow- 
ledging the  justice  of  the  punishment  he  underwent,  professing  faith  in  Jesus,  and  praying  to 
him,  in  the  time  of  his  lowest  abasement,  when  almost  all  the  world  rejected  him,  and  the  dis- 
ciples  themselves  failed,  through  the  weakness  of  their  faith.  Above  all  it  should  be  considered, 
that  there  is  a  great  difference  between  his  case  and  theirs  who  live  under  the  gospel  dispensa- 
tion. He  had  not  in  early  life  such  instructions,  such  warnings,  such  calls  and  invitations,  as 
you  have  had. 

The  parable  of  the  labourers  hired  into  the  vineyard  at  the  third,  sixth,  ninth,  and  eleventh 
hours  of^  the  day,  does  not  relate  to  the  ages  of  man*s  life :  but  rather  represents  the  dispen- 
sations of  Divine  Providence  in  the  several  ages  of  the  world.  They  who  were  hired  at  the 
eleventh  hour  are  the  Gentiles,  who  had  been  long  without  the  benefit  of  revelation.  Therefore 
when  asked,  "  Why  stand  ye  here  all  the  day  idle  ?*'  they  say,  "  because  no  man  hath  hired  us,** 
Matt.  XX.  1 — 16.  which  shews,  that  the  doctrine  of  this  parable  cannot  countenance  delays  in 
things  of  religion;  or  encourage  those  to  expect  particular  calls  and  invitations  in  old  age,  who 
have  been  favoured  with  such  advantages,  and  neglected  them,  in  the  time  of  their  youth. 

3.  Once  more :  some  may  say,  we  are  backward  now,  in  the  time  of  our  youth,  and  the 
early  days  of  life,  to  enter  upon  the  ways  of  religion  and  virtue,  because  we  fear  we  shall  net 
persevere.     And  if  we  should  finally  fill  away,  our  guilt  would  be  increased. 

To  which  I  answer:  you  are  in  the  right  to  be  sensible  of  your  own  weakness,  and  the  diffi- 
culties of  a  religious  course  of  life.  For  there  are  difficulties  therein.  It  is  a  great  undertaking, 
and  should  be  entered  upon  with  mature  consideration.  Nevertheless,  you  have  no. good 
reason  to  defer,  or  hesitate  in  your  choice.  If  yoii  are  serious  and  sincere  ni  the  undertaking, 
your  progress  and  perseverance  may  be  reckoned  very  likely  and  hopeful. 

They  who  set  out  in  the  way  of  religion  with  a  mixture  of  worldly  views  and  expectations, 
may  well  fall  away,  if  **  tribulation,  or  persecution,  aiiseth  because  of  the  word,**  Matt.  xiii.  21. 
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IKit  they  who  have  a  true  principle  of  virtue  will  hold  out  to  the  end.     "  They  went  out  from 
us,'*  sajrs  St.  John,  "  but  they  were  not  of  us.     For  if  they  had  been  of  us,  no  doubt  they  woul(|' 
have  continiied  with  us.     But  they  went  out,  that  they  might  be  made  manifest,  that  thejr  were 
not  all  of  us,'*  1  John  ii.  19. 

Observe  the  history  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament.  And  I  presume,  you  will  scarce  find 
any  instances  of  total  apostacy  in  men  who  were  once  sincerely  good,  but  many  examples  of 
early  and  persevering  piety.  Abraham  immediately  obeyed  the  call  of  God,  and  went  out,  not 
knowing  whither  he  went.  And  he. continued  to  give  frequent  proofs  of  a  strong  and  lively 
£uth.  Isaac  and  Jacob  walked  with  God  all  their  days.  Joseph  was  an  example  of  early  and 
dHistant  virtue,  both  in  prosperity  and  adversity.  Moses,  as  soon  <<as  he  came  to  years*'  of  dis- 
cretion, **  refused  to  be  called  the  son  of  Pharaoh's  daughter:  choosing  rather  to  sufier  {Action 
urith  the  people  of  God,  than  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  sin,  which  are  but  for  a  season,'* 
Heb.  xi.  23 — ^26.  Nor  did  he  ever  repent  of  that  choice.  Samuel  was  early  dedicated  to  God, 
and  was  eminent  for  wisdom  and  piety  all  his  days  to  old  age.  Of  Obadiah,  chief  minister  to 
king  Ahab,  we  are  informed  that  he  "  feared  the  Lord  greatly,"  1  Kings  xviii.  3.  And  we 
know  also,  that  he  "  feared  the  Lord  from  his  youth,"  ver.  12.  I  might  mention  Daniel,  the 
three  young  men  his  companions,  who  jperseyered,  notwithstanding  great  trials:  and  others, 
enrolled  in  thp  catalogue  ot  worthies,  in  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  and  elsewhere :  f^unous  not 
for  one  act  of  faith  only,  however  eminent  and  distinguished,  but  for  a  course  of  steady  virtue 
and  obedience. 

If  in  the  New  Testament  we  meet  with  some  who  believed  and  followed  Jesus  for  a  time, 
and  afterwards  ^<  went  back,  and  walked  no  more  with  him,"  John  vi.  66,  it  s^pears  evidently, 
that  they  went  not  upon  a  good  foundation  at  the  beginning;  but  came  to  Christ  with  worldly 
views  ^d  expectations.  And  if  it  be  said  of  Simon  Magus,  that  he  *^  believed,"  Acts  viii.  13, 
we  know  that  he  never  was  sincere :  ^<  his  heart  was  not  right  in  the  sight  of  God,"  ver.  21. 
At  the  same  time,  there  were  churches,  or  societies  of  men,  the  greater  part  of  which  were 
jaUhfuI^  and  persevered  under  manv  difficulties  and  discouragements.  The  apostles  of  Christ 
were  for  the  most  part,  from  the  beginning,  plain,  honest,  upright  men.  And  when  he  called 
them,  they  obeyed  without  delay.  And  though  they  had  their  failings,  only  one  was  lost  The 
rest  would  not  go  away:  and  were,  upon  the  whole,  and  to  the  end,  an  honour  to  him,  and  their 
profession:  being  persuaded  that  he  ^<  had  the  words  of  eternal  life,"  John  vi.  68. 

You  have  no  reason,  therefore,  to  be  disheartened.  '<  By  taking  heed  to  God's  word,  the 
young  may  cleanse  their  way,"  Ps.  cxix.  and  always  keep  themselves  pure  from  the  pollutions  of 
an  evil  world.  With  the  use  of  the  appointed  means,  the  spiritual  life,  once  begun,  will  be 
maintained.  And  if  you  watch  and  pray,  as  Christ  has  directed,  you  shall  be  preserved  from 
gr»t  temptati<nis,  or  shall  be  victorious  therein. 

III.  Let  me  now  propose  to  you  some  motives  and  arguments,  inducing  to  early  piety,  and 
mmediate  compliance  with  the  gracious  calls  of  God. 

1.  The  whole  of  our  time  ought  to  be  employed  in  the  service  of  God.  Nor  can  we  in  any 
part  of  life  knowingly  and  willingly  transgress  an^jr  of  God's  commandments  without  contracting 
ffuilt.  We  ought  uierefore,  as  soon  as  we  are  arrived  at  any  maturity  of  reason  and  understano- 
mg,  to  give  up  ourselves  to  God,  determining  to  obey  all  his  laws,  and  to  decline  every  evil 
thing.  And  if  we  are  sensible  of  any  acts  of  di^edience,  already  done,  they  should  be  repented 
of,  and  every  sin  forsaken.     The  reason  of  things  teaches  this. 

2.  The  word  of  God  teaches  the  same.  Aculresses  are  there  made  to  the  young,  as  well  a3 
to  others.  The  Jewish  people  were  commanded  to  '*  teach  their  children  diligenthr"  the  divine 
laws  that  had  been  delivered  to  them.  The  design  of  Solomon  in  his  collection  of  wise  maxima 
was  to  ^'  give  subtiity  to  the  simple,  to  the  youxig  man  knowledge  and  understanding,"  Proy.  i.  4. 
And  children  are  to  be  *'  trained  up  in  the  way  thev  should  go,"  ch.  xxii.  6.  How  just  is  th^t 
admonition !  "  Remember  now  thy  Creator  in  the  days  of  thy  youth,  while  the  evil  days  come 
aot,  nor  the  years  draw  nigh,  when  thou  shalt  say,  I  have  no  pleasure  in  them,"  £cc.  xii.  \. 
And,  *<  Whatsoever  thy  hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it  with  all  thy  might.  For  there  is  no  work,  noT 
device,  nor  knowledge,  nor  wisdom  in  the  grave  whither  thou  goest,"  ch.  ix.  10. 

AH  which  shews,  that  we  do  not  satisfy  the  law  of  God,  nor  answer  the  end  of  our  being,  by 
some  acts  of  reti^n  near  the  end  of  life :  but  we  ought  to  be  truly  religious,  and  serve  God  aU 
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the  days  bf  oiir  life  on  earth.  We  should  not>  then,  ccxitent  ourselves  wkh  i  design  to  b^ 
religious  hereafler,  but  resolve  to  be  so  now. 

S.  Consider,  how  gracious,  how  affectionate  and  compassionate  are  the  calls  and  invitations 
of  God  to  sinful  men.  Says  Wisdom :  "  How  long,  ye  simple  ones,  will  ye  love  simplicity  ?  and 
the  scomers  delight  in  their  scorning,  and  fools  hate  knowledge  I  Turn  ye  at  my  reprocrfl 
Behold,  I  will  pour  out  my  spirit  unto  you,  I  will  make  known  my  words  unto  you,'' 
Prov.  i.  22,  23.  And  says  God  himself  by  his  prophets :  "  Turn  ye,  turn  ye  from  your  evil 
ways.  For  why  will  ye  die,  O  house  of  Israel!"  Ezek.  xxxiii.  11.  And  our  Lord  in  his 
preaching :  "  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour,  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest. 
Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn  of  me,  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  of  heart:  and  ye  shall 
find  rest  for  your  souls.  For  my  yoke  is  easy,  and  my  burden  is  light.^'  Matt  xi.  28—30. .  And 
in  his  state  of  exaltation:  ^<  Behold,  I  stand  at  the  door  and  knock:  if  any  man  hear  my  voice^ 
and  open  the  door,  I  will  come  in  to  him,  and  will  sup  with  him,  and  he  with  me,''  Rev.  iii.  20« 

How  moving,  how  affecting  is  this  concern  for  us!  And  shall  any  of  us  resist,  and  grieve  the 
good  Spirit  of  God,  and  sin  against  our  own  souls  ? 

4.  Consider  therefore,  farther,  that  by  an  early  dedication  of  yourselves  to  God,  and  serious 
piety  from  the  beginning,  you  will  prevent  a  great  deal  of  sin,  which  you  might  otherwise  be 
guilty  of,  and  a  great  deal  of  sorrow  and  vexation,  which  that  would  occasion  here,  or  hereafter^ 
m  t(us  world  or  another. 

5.  If  you  begin  to  be  religious  ip  the  early  part  of  life,  you  will  probably  be  useful  in  the 
world,  and  be  the  cause  of  much  good,  both  temporal  and  spiritual,  to  many  persons.  You  will 
promote  the  happiness  of  men  by  kind  oflSces.  You  may  strengthen,  encourage,  and  edify  some 
good  men:  and  may  reclaim  some  sinners  by  your  counsel  and  example. 

/  6.  Early  and  constant,  and  persevering  piety  is  very  honourable.  It  is  to  the  advantage  of 
Mnason,  that  he  is  called  <<  an  old  disciple,''  Acts  xxii.  16.  St.  Paul  speaks  honourably  of 
some  who  were  in  Christ  before  him,'*  Rom.  xvi.  7*  He  humbles  and  abases  himself  when  he 
says :  '^  And  last  of  all  he  was  seen  of  me,  as  oneHbom  out  of  due  time,"  1  Cor.  xv.  8.  And 
the  "  first  fruits"  of  any  place  **  unto  Christ,  Rom.  xvi.  5;  .1  Cor.  xvi.  15,  16,  they  and  theirst 
are  sometimes  particularly  mentioned  by  him  in  his  epistles,  and  affectionately  recommended  to 
the  special'  regard  of  others. 

7.  The  coming  to  a  full  determination  in  this  point,  and  turning  our  feet  without  delay  to 
God's  commandments,  will  contribute  to  the  comtort  and  peace  of  our  minds.  Fot  we  are  then 
fitted  for  life,  and  for  death;  and  prepared  for  all  the  events  of  this  variable  and  inconstant  state 
of  things.  It  must  be  a  great  advantage  to  know,  and  consider  this :  to  be  able  to  view  deaths 
a(nd  all  the  evils  of  life,  without  terror,  or  much  discomposure  of  mind. 

8.  Lastly,  they  who  give  themselves  up  to  God  in  their  youth,  and  serve  him  faithfully  all 
their  days,  may  hope  for  some  distinguishing  honour  in  the  great  day  of  recompense.  Indeed 
some,  who  set  out  late,  may  outgo  others  Oiat  began  mwe  early.  They  excel,  it  may  be,  in 
personal  abilities  and  attainments  :  by  which  thev  are  peculiarly  qualified  for  important  services 
in  the  cause  of  God  and  religion.  But  usually  theywho  begin  early,  and  persevere  to  the  end^ 
will  have  the  advantage. 

And  may  these  things  be  seriously  attended  to,  and  considered  by  all  of  us !  Are  we  not 
grieved  that  some  things  have  been  so  long  deferred  ?  Let  [us  not  defer  any  longer.  Let  not 
this  present  exhortation  be  slighted,  lest  we  should  not  have  another.  ITelix  and  Drusilla  once 
desired  to  hear  Paul  of  Christ's  doctrine^  and  Felix  trembled.  But  he  deferred  for  that  season*. 
And  we  do  not  know  that  he  trembled  again :  or  ever  gave  Paul  another  opportunity  of  entering 
again  upon  the  like  argument.  Acts  xxiv.  24—26. 

Let  us  then  beg  of  God,  <<  to  incline  our  hearts  to  his  testimonies :"  and  to  '*  teach  us  hi& 
statutes,  that  we  may  keep  them  unto  the  eni'* 
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SERlVION  HI- 

TOE  SEVERilL  BRANCHES  OF  MORAL  RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

He  lias  sJiewed  thee^  O  man^  what  is  good.    And  what  doth  the  Lord  require  qf  thee^  hut  to  do 
Justb/j  and  to  love  mercy ^  and  to  walk  humbly  with  thy  God? — Mich.  vi.  8. 

In  the  preceding  verses  a  venr  important  question  is  proposed:  "  Wherewith  shall  I  come  before 
the  Lord,  and  bow  myself  before  the  most  high  God?'*  It  is  answered,  in  the  words  of  the  text. 
What  God  chiefly  requires  of  men  is,  that  they  **  do  justly,  and  love  mercy,  and  walk  humbly 
with  him.** 

This  is  the  immediate  occasion  of  the  words.  But  I  presume  it  may  be  useful  to  take  a 
more  extensive  and  distinct  view  of  the  preceding  context. 

TTie  chapter  begins  with  these  words :  "  Hear  ye  noW,  what  the  Lord  saith.  Arise,  contend 
thou  before  the  mountains,  and  let  the  hills  hear  thy  voice.     Hear  ye,  O  mountains,  the  Lord'.4 

controversy  With  hii 


1)espeak  the  attention  of  inanimate  creatures,  and  appeal  te 
them  for  the  justice  of  his  proceedings,  more  emphaticially  to  represent  the  stupidity  and 
thoughtlessness  of  men.  So  by  Moses  of  old :  "  I  call  heaven  and  earth  ta  witness  against  yoti 
this  day;. .  Give  ear,  O  ve  heavens,  and  I  will  speak :  hear,  O  earth,  the  words  of  my  mouth,** 
Deut.  iv.  46;  xxxii.  1.  So  also  by  later  prophets :  "  Hear,  O  heavens,  and  give  ear,  O  earth/  For 
the  Lord  has  spoken:  I  have  nourished  up  children,  and  they  have  rebelled  against  me,**  Is.!.  8; 
see  also  Ezek.  vi.  2,  3. 

It  follows  in  the  third  verse  of  this  chapter :  «*  O  my  people,  what  have  I  done  unto  thee  ? 
And  wherein  have  I  wearied  thee  ?  Testify  against  me.**  God  condescends  by  the  prophet;  to 
expostulate  with  the  people  of  Israel.  And  he  gives  them  leave  to  come  and  make  their  com- 
plaints against  him,  if  they  had  any:  and  shew  their  reasons,  if  they  could  assign  any,  why  they 
had  forsaken  him,  neglected  his  laws,  and  gone  after  strange  gods. 

In  Jeremiah  are  some  appeals  to  the  Jewish  people  very  much  resembling  this:  "  TTius 
saith  the  Lord:  What  iniquity  have  your  fathers  found  m  me,  that  they  are  gone  Sir  from  me,  and 
have  walked  after  vanity,  and  are  become  vain  ?**  Jer.  ii,  5.  Again,  "  Have  I  been  a  wilderness 
unto  Israel,  a  land  of  darkness  ?**  ver.  31. 

Ver.  4.  "  For  I  brought  thee  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  redeemed  thee  out  of  the 
liouse  of  servants,  and  I  sent  before  thee  Moses,  arid  Aaron,  and  Miriam.** 

They  had  no  injuries,  or  neglects,  to  complain  of.  And  farther,  God  reminds  them  of  the 
■  benefits  he  had  bestowed  upon  them,  particularly  their  remarkable  deliverance  from  the  bondage 
of  Egypt :  when  they  were  brought  out  thence,  and  were  formed  into  a  distinct  nation,  and 
made  a  great  people. 

Ver.  5.  **  Remember  now  what  Balak  king  of  Moab  consulted,  and  what  Balaam  the  son 
of  Beor  answered  him  from  Shittim  unto  Gilgal,  that  ye  may  know  the  righteousness  of^iie 
Lord.**     *  Remember  also  the  consultations  and  designs  of  Balak  against  you,  and  how  Balaam 

•  was  constrained  to  bless,  instead  of  pronouncing  a  curse  upon  vou:  and  that  though  you  ^ere 
«  then  brought  into  a  heinous  transgression,  you  were  not  utterly  cut  off  and  destroyed;  but  I 

•  bore  with  you,  and  preserved  you,  until  I  had  brought  you  into  the  land  of  Canaan,  and  given 

•  you  rest  there.     Recollect  these  things,  that  you  may  be  convinced  of  my  righteousness  and 

•  equity,  my  mercy  and  compassion,  my  fidelity  and  veracity,  in  fulfilling  the  promises  I  had 

•  made,  and  that  1  have  not  failed  to  do  you  good.    You  will  theh  perceive,  that  you  have  no 

•  just  ground  of  complaint  against  me :  and  that  if  some  desirable  blessings  are  withheld,  it 

•  cannot  be  owing  to  want  of  goodness  in  me,  but  it  must  be  rather  owing  to  some  failure  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TtJ  The  several  Branches  qf  Moral  Righteousness. 

*  duty  In  yoH  :  which  is  the  caase  of  the  evils  you  sufier,  and  the  ground  of  the  controversy  be- 

*  tween  ns.' 

Since  the  deliverance  from  the  designs  of  Balak  is  here  so  particularly  mentioned,  as  a  very 
remarkable,  and  eminent  proof  of  the  divine  regard,  it.  may  be  worth  while  to  observe,  that 
elsewhere  it  is  also  mentioned  in  a  very  special  manner  among  other  mercies  vouchsafed  this 
people  in  the  wilderness.  •*  They  hired  against  thee  Balaam  the  son  of  Beor,  of  Pethor,  in 
Mesopotamia,  to  cursie  thee.  Nevertheless  the  Lord  thy  God  would  not  hearken  unto  Balaam  : 
but  the  Lord  thy  God  turned  the  curse  into  a  blessing  unto  thee,  because  the  Lord  thy  God 
loved  thee,'*  Deut.  xxiii.  4,  5.  And  in  another  place  :  "  Then  Balak  the  son  of  Zippor  king  of 
Moab  arose  and  warred  against  Israel:  and  sent,  and  called  Balaam  the  son  of  Beor,  to  curse 
you.  But  r  would  not  hearken  unto  Balaam.  Therefore  he  blessed  you  still.  So  I  delivered 
you  dut  of  his  hand,**  Josh.  xxiv.  9,  10. 

Then,  at  the  sixth  verse  of  this  chapter  we  have  these  words  :  **  Wherewith  shall  I  come  he- 
fore  the  Lord,  and  bow  ipyself  before  the  most  high  God.*' 

After  the  foregoing  pathetic  expostulation  with  the  Jewish  people,  and  the  reproof  of  their 
ingratitude,  they  are  introduced  by  the  prophet,  as  anxiously  inquisitive,  how  they  might  ap- 
pease the  divine  displeasure,  avert  his  judgments,  and  obtain  favour  and  acceptance.  If  it  were 
requisite,  they  would  bring  the  most  numerous,  and  the  most  costly  offerings. 

*•  Shall  I  come  before  him  with  burnt  oflTerings,  with  calves  of  a  year  old?**  *  Will  God  accept 

*  now  of  the  ordinary  sacrifices,  such  as  we  ofler  upon  other  occasions,  and  are  required  in  ma 
« law.* 

Ver.  7.  "  Will  the  Lord  be  pleased  with  thousands  of  rams,  or  with  ten  thousands  of  rivers 
of  oil?**     *  Or  does  he  expect  a  more  costly  offering,  such  as  our  kings  have  sometimes  made 

*  upon  extraordinary  occasions?  We  are  ready,  if  that  will  be  accepted,  to  offer  up  thousands 
"« of  rams,  and  to  add  in  proportion  meat-offerings,  prepared  with  oil,  though  it  would  amount  to 
^  a  very  great  quantity.* 

"  Shm  I  give  my  first-bom  for  my  trapsgression,  the  fruit  of  my  body  for  the  sin  of  my 
soul  y     *  Or  shall  we  offer  up  our  own  children,  as  some  do  to  appease  their  deities  ?     We  are 

*  not  averse  even  to  this,  though  the  first-bom  should  be  demanded.* 

The  answer  is  in  the  text :  "  He  has  shewed  thee,  O  man,  what  is  good.  And  what  doth 
the  Lord  require  of  thee,  but  to  do  justly,  and  to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly  with  thy 
God?**     *  This  is  the  most  acceptable  service  to  God.     This  is  preferable  to  all  the  sacrifices 

*  before-mentioned.     Let  but  these  things  be  resolved  upon  and  performed,  and  the  controversy 

*  is  removed  :  the  difference,  is  reconciled  and  made  up :  the  wrath  of  God  is  appeased,  and  he 

*  will  shew  you  favour,  and  bless  and  prosper  you.* 

This  matter  is  also  farther  illustrated  in  the  remaining  part  of  the  chapter.  "  Are  there 
yet  the  treasures  of  wickedness  in  the  house  of  the  wicked,  and  the  scant  measure  that  is  abo- 
minable ?  Shall  I  count  them  pure  with  the  wicked  balances,  and  the  bag  of  deceitful  weights  ?*' 
ver.  10,  11.     It  is  in  vain  to  think  I  should  be  reconciled  to  those  who  continue  to  practise 

*  fraud  and  imustice :  or  that  I  should  approve  of  and  bless  those  who  persist  in  their  idolatrous 

*  worship.*  And  thus  the  chapter  concludes :  **  For  the  statutes  of  Omri  are  kept,  and  all  the 
works  of  the  house  of  Ahab.  And  ye  walk  in  their  counsels,  that  I  should  make  thee  a  deso- 
lation, and  the  inhabitants  thereof  a  reproach,**  ver.  16.  That  is,  the  ordinances  and  prac- 
tices of  Omri  and  Ahab,  two  of  the  most  wicked  of  then:  kings,  were  still  observed  and  followed. 
And  it  is  plainly  declared,  that  if  they  persisted  therein,  their  ruin  was  inevitable. 

Such  is  the  context :  and  in  this  way,  I  think,  the  coherence  appears  clear  and  easy. 

I  now  proceed  to  explain  the  words  of  the  text.  Afler  which  I  shall  add  a  reflection  or  two 
by  way  of  application,  and  conclude. 

I.  I  begin  with  a  distinct  explication  of  the  several  particulars  in  the  text 
"  He  hath  shewed  thee,  O  man,  what  is  good.**  This  some  understand,  "as  if  the  prophet  said : 
«*  I  will  shew  you,'*  or  "  God  will  now  shew  you  by  me,**  giving  the  following  answer  to  your 
inquiry. 

Others  understand  the  original  expression  exactly  as  here  rendered  in  our  translation: 

«<  He  hath  shewed  thee,  O  man.**    Whoever  amongst  you  make  this  inquiry,  if  you  think  and 

.  coDsider,  may  perceive,  that  God  has  already  taught  you  what  are  the  services  he  requires,  and 

wliat  things  are  the  most  acceptable  to  him*    He  teaches  you  by  your  own  reason,  if  you  will 
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use  it.     He  has  also  shewed  you  this  in  his  word,  in  the  law,  and  in  all  the  revektiMS  h^  hi^f 
made  unto  you. 

So  in  the  law  of  Moses :  "  And  now,  Israel,  what  does  the  Lord  thy  God  require  of  thee, 
but  to  fear  the  Lord  ^y  God,  to  walk  in  all  his  ways,  and  to  love  him,  and  to  serve  the  Lord 
thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul :  to  keep  the  commandments  of  the  Lord,  and 
his  statutes,  which  I  command  thee  this  day,  for  thy  good  ?**  Deut.  x.  12,  13.  Again  :  "  Fo« 
this  commandment,  which  1  command  thee  this  day  :  it  is  not  hidden  from  thee,  neither  is  it 
far  off.     It  is  not  in  heaven,  that  thou  shouldest  say.  Who  shall'  go  up  to  heaven  for  us,  and 

bring  it  to  us  ? ^But  the  word  is  very  nigh  unto  thee,  in  thy  mouth,  and  in  thy  heart,  that 

thou  mayest  do  it.     See  I  have  set  before  thee  life  and  death,'*  ch.  xxx.  11,  12. 

And  the  particulars,  here  insisted  on,  are  but  the  sum  and  substance  of  the  ten  laws,  or 
precepts,  delivered  with  so  much  solemnity  at  mount  Sinai. 

And  many  of  the  prophets  speak  in  perfect  agreement  the  same  with  what  is  here  said  in 
Micah.  So  in  Isaiah  :  "  Wash  ye,  make  you  clean  :  put  away  the  evil  of  your  doings  from  be- 
fore mine  eyes.  Cease  to  do  evil,  learn  to  do  well,  oeek  judgment,  relieve  the  oppressed 
Come  now,  and  let  us  reason  together,  saith  the  Lord.  Though  your  sins  be  as  scarlet,  they 
shall  be  white  as  snow  :  though  they  be  red  like  crimson,  they  shall  be  as  wool,"  Is.  i.  16,  17*. 
And  in  Hosea :  <<  I  desired  mercy,  and  not  sacrifice :  and  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  more 
than  burnt-offerings,*'  Hos.  vi.  0. 

Therefore  what  is  here  said  had  been  before,  and  oflen  taught,  and  shewn  to  this  people  by 
reason,  and  by  other  prophets  and  messengers.  But  God  now  reminds  them  of  it,  and  shews  it 
them  again  by  this  prophet. 

**  He  hath  shewed  thee  what  is  good,*'  or  right :  what  is  in  itself  reasonable  and  excellent 
useful  and  profitable. 

"  He  hath  shewed  tliee,  O  man,"  whosoever  thou  art,  that  makeait  this  inquiry,  and  art  de- 
sirous of  satisfaction,  **  what  is  good.**  **  And  what  doth  the  Lord  require  of  thee,  but  to  da 
justly,  to  love  mercy,  and  to  wdk  humbly  with  thy  God  ?*' 

These  particulars  need  not  to  be  much  enlarged  upon.  You  have  oflen  heard  them  discoursed 
of.  A  brief  explication  therefore  of  these  words,  remmding  you  of  what  you  know  already,  will 
suffice. 

The  several  branches  of  our  duty  are  sometimes  reduced  in  scripture  to  the  "  love  of  God» 
and  our  neighbour."  At  other  times  they  are  ranged  under  three  general  heads.  St.  Paul  says : 
*«  The  grace  of  God  has  appeared  to  all  men,  teaching  us,  that  we  should  live  soberly,  righteously^ 
and  godly  in  this  present  world,**  Tit.  ii.  12. 

The  order,  likewise,  in  which  these  general  branches  are  mentioned,  is  varied.  Our  Lor4 
says,  that  the  love  of  God  is  the  "  first  and  great  commandment.**  And  in  the  law  of  Moses, 
written  on  two  tables,  the  duties  immediately  respecting  God  are  first  placed.  But  in  this  text 
it  is  first  said,  we  should  "  do  justly,  and  love  mercy  :**  then,  "  walk  humbly  with  God.**  And 
m  the  place  just  cited  from  Paul,  "  living  godly**  is  mentioned  last. 

But  the  order  is  of  little  moment,  for  these  several  branches  of  duty  can  never  be  sepa^ 
rated.  And  our  Saviour  having  said,  that  **  to  love  the  Lord  our  God  with  all  the  heart  and 
with  all  the  soul  is  the  first  and  great  commandment,*'  presently  adds :  '<  and  the  second  is 
Kke  unto  it :  thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself,**  Matt.  xxii.  37 — 39.  And  St.  John  says.: 
•«  He  that  loveth  not  his  brother,  whom  he  hath  seen  ;  how  can  he  love  God,  whom  he  hath 
not  seen  ?  And  this  commandment  have  we  firom  him  :  that  he  who  loveth  God,  love  his  brother 
also,*'  1  John  iv.  20,  21.  ... 

TTie  duty  of  sobriety  is  not  particularly  mentioned  in  this  text  of  Micah :  it  is  also  omitted 
^sewhere,  when  our  duty  is  summarily  comprehended  in  the  love  ol*  God  and  our  neighbour. 
But  it  is  always  supposed  or  impUed,  though  not  expressly  mentioned.  For  without  it  we  cannot 
perform  any  part  of  worship  and  service  to  God  in  a  reasonable  and  acceptable  manner.  And 
divers  instances  of  intemperance  are  social,  and  directly  injurious  to  our  neighbour  :  and  others 
lead  to  unrighteousness.  A  prevailing  love  of  this  world,  an  inordinate  aflfection  for  earthly 
Ikiiigs,  covetousness,  and  ambition,  are  inconsistent  both  with  the  love  of  God,  and  our 
neighbour. 

•*  What  does  the  Lord  require  of  thee,  but  to  do  justly?"    This  comprehends  every  thing 
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that  16  fkir  and  equal  between  man  and  man,  according  t6  the  rdations  they  bear,  or  the  dUi« 
gations  they  are  under  to  each  other. 

In  this  chapter,  presently  after  the  text,  God  by  his  prophet  reproves  divers  things  contrary 
to*  this  branch  of  duty :  without  amending  of  which  unrighteous  conduct,  they  could  never 
hope  to  be  accepted  of  him.  "  Are  there  yet  tbe  treasures  of  wickedness  in  the  house  of  the 
wicked)  and  the  scant  measure  that  is  abominable  ?  Shall  I  count  them  pure  with  the  wicked 
balances,  and  the  bag  of  deceitful  weights  ?  For  the  rich  men  thereof  are  full  of  violence,  and 
the  inhabitants  thereof  have  spoken  lies,  and  their  tongue  is  deceitful  in  their  mouth/' 

We  are  to  be  just  in  our  dealings  with  men,  without  imposing  on  their  ignorance  or  cre- 
dulity by  unfair  artifices  or  falsehood. 

As  in  our  common  traffic  with  men  we  are  to  observe  truth  in  our  words,  so  upon  all  other 
occasions  are  we  to  regard  the  truth  of  things :  not  saying  any  thing  falsely  to  the  disparagement 
of  our  neighbour,  which  would  be  as  manifest  an  injustice  as  the  most  injurious  action. 

We  are  also  sincerely  to  purpose  and  design  what  we  promise :  and  should  to  the  utmost  of* 
tmr  power  endeavour  to  be  as  good  as  our  word.  y 

We  are  to  be  faithful  in  au  the  trusts  reposed  in  us,  according  to  the  tenour  of  them,  and 
the  will  and  intention  of  those  who  confide  in  us. 

We  should  likewise  diligently  and  prudently  provide  for  those  who  are  under  our  care,  and 
depend  upon  us:  as  we  ought  cheerfully  and  honestly  to  yield  subjection,  and  obedience, 
land  all  fidelity  to  our  superiors  and  governors,  who  afford  us  maintenance,  or  protection  and 
•security. 

It  follows  next,  "  and  to  love  mercy,"  or  goodness,  and  beneficence.  Wheti  the  duty  owing 
to  our  neighbour  is  summarily  described  by  loving  him,  then  both  justice  and  mercy  are  sum- 
marily included  in  that  one  wo^d.  Here  they  are  mentioned  separately,  and  distinctly :  and 
•in  like  manner  elsewhere :  **  Therefore  turn  thee  to  thy  God.  Keep  mercy  and  judgment,  and 
wait  on  thy  God  continually,"  Hos.  xii.  6.  Our  Lord  pronounceth  a  woe  on  the  pharisees 
who  had  omitted  judgment,  mercy,  faith,  or  fidelity. 

Indeed,  shewing  mercy  is  doing  no  more  to  others,  than  what  we  in  like  circumstances  would 
that  others  should  do  unto  us. 

However,  it  takes  in  several  things,  which  do  not  immediately  appear  to  be  binding  in 
'point  of  strict  iustice :  as  providing  for,  or  relieving  not  only  our  own  relatives,  or  friends,  or 
such  as  have  laid  us  under  obligations,  but  strangers  likewise,  if  we  have  power  to  do  it. 

Herein  is  included  not  only  doing  what  men  can  strictly  claim  of  us,  but  scmiething  more 
than  that :  some  acts  of  kindness  and  beneficence :  forgoing  and  quitting  our  right :  and  not 
exacting  rigorously  our  whole  due. 

It  includes  the  guiding  and  counselling  such  as  are  unexperienced,  and  setting  out  in  the 
world :  accommodating  them  out  c^  our  substance,  that  they  may  enlarge  thar  ckalings,  and 
•better  secure  a  comfortable  maintenance  for  themselves  and  their  families,  and  live  with  credit, 
and  be  useful  in  the  world :  giving  time  to  those  who  are  indebted  to  us :  speaking  favourably 
of  other  men,  and  not  aggravating  every  instance  of  imprudence,  or  misbehaviour,  into  an  act 
of  heinous,  wilful  and  premeditated  wickedness :  pitying  and  helping  those  who  are  in  straits, 
according  to  the  best  of^our  power:  though  their  straits  are  not  entirely  owing  to  unfor^een 
accidents,  or  to  the  violence  or  unrighteousness  of  others,  but  partly  to  their  own  indiscretion, 
or  negligence,  or  even  extravagance. 

It  is  also  a  part  of  mercy  to  extend  our  views  of  usefulness,  and  to  plead  the  cause  of  the 
injured  and  oppressed  :  and  endeavour  to  deliver  them  out  of  the  hands  of  such  as  are  mightier 
than  they,  who  have  greater  power  and  influence,  or  more  art  and  management^  than  most  of 
their  neighbours. 

These,  and  many  other  instances  of  mercy  there  are,  which  we  may  be  called  to.  And  to 
neglect,  or  omit  them,  when  they  are  in  our  power,  and  we  have  an  opportunity  of  being  ser- 
viceable to  the  injured,  is  very  unkind :  it  is  unmerciful,  it  is  not  doing  as  we  would  be  done 
unto. 

When  Job  vindicates  himself  from  the  charges  brought  against  him,  he  insists  not  only 
iipon  his  innocence,  but  alledges  likewise  instances  of  generosity  and  usefulness  to  others.  <<  I 
4elivei;ed  the  poor  that  cried,  and  the  fiaitherless,  and  him  that  had  none  to  help  hjm.    I  waa 


Digitized  by 


Google 


The  $em^  Branches  ^  Moral  BigHtotmess.  79 

tyes  to  tlie  blind,  and  feet  was  I  to  the  lame«    The  cause  which  I  knew^ot  I  searched  out,  i 
brake  the  jaws  of  the  wicked,  and  plucked  the  spoil  out  of  hia  teeth/'  Job  xxix.  12, 15,  16. 

And  you  know,  that  there  are  many  such  exhortations  propounded  to  Christians  in  the 
New  Testament :  that  "  every  man  should  look  not  on  his  own  things  only,  but  on  those  of 
others  also :  that  they  should  rejoice  with  them  that  rejoice,  and  weep  with  them  that  weep : 
that  they  should  bear  one  another's  burdens,  and  so  fulfil  the  law  of  Christ.** 

But  I  shall  not  farther  multiply  precepts  and  directions  of  this  kind,  nor  instance  in  any 
other  cases,  which  the  course  of  things  will  present  to  us  j  and  he  who  is  of  a  merciful  and  ge» 
nerous  disposition  will  take  notice  of,  and  act  accordingly.  I  shut  up  this  article  therefore  with 
those  words  of  Isaiah  containing  a  description  of  the  different  temper  and  conduct  of  base  and 
narrow,  indeed  wicked  minds,  and  of  such  as  are  truly  generous,  and  public  spirited.  "  For 
the  vile  person  will  speak  villany,  and  his  heart  will  work  iniquity,  to  practise  hypocrisy,  and 
to  utter  error  against  tlie  Lord,**  that  is,  to  pronounce  false  judgments,  which  are  contrary  to 
the  express  command  of  God  in  his  law :  "  to  make  empty  the  soul  of  the  hungry,  and  to 
caase  the  drink  of  the  thirsty  to  fail.  The  instruments  also  of  the  churl  are  evS*  He  de- 
\iseth  wicked  devices,  to  destroy  the  poor  with  lying  words,  even  when  the  needy  speaketh 
right.  But  the  liberal,**  the  merciful,  the  generous,  the  bountiful  "  man,  deviseth  liberal  things, 
and  by  liberal  thin^  shall  he  be  established,**  Is.  xxxii.  6—8. 

The  last  thing  m  this  text,  said  to  be  required  of  men,  is  "  to  walk  humbly  with  God  :** 
or,  as  the  Hebrew  is,  literally,  "  and  to  humble  thyself  to  walk  with  thy  God.  In  the  ancient 
Greek  version,  made  before  the  coming  of  our  Saviour,  it  is  rendered  :  **  and  be  ready  to  walk 
with  thy  God.**  The  meaning,  I  presume,  Jn  the  general,  is :  *  and  to  resolve  to  obey  all  God*a 
*  commandments,  and  to  continue  and  persevere  therein  always  to  the  end  of  life.* 
I  shall  briefly  mention  several  particulars  comprehended  in  this  article. 
First,  it  is  to  resolve  to  worship  the  true  God,  and  him  alone.  In  the  text  it  is  the  Lord 
Ihv  God :  meaning  the  God  that  has  made  us,  and  preserves  us :  the  God  that  has  dealt  bounti^ 
fully  with  us,  who  has  supplied  and  provided  for  us,  who  has  helped  and  delivered  us  in  times  of 
danger  and  difficult]^. 

This,  certainly,  is  one  thing  intended  by  the  prophet:  to  engage  the  people  of  Israel^ 
according  to  the  commandment  of  the  law,  as  well  as  the  dictates  of  reason,  to  fear  the 
Lord  their  God,  and  serve  him  only :  even  God,  the  creator  of  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  wha 
had  brought  them  out  of  the  house  o£  servants,  and  had  ever  since  conferred  upon  them  many 
favours  and  benefits. 

Secondly,  it  includes  a  respect  to  all  God*s  commandments,  and  a  readiness  to  submit  to  hig^ 
authority  in  all  things,  without  any  exception. 

Thirdly,  this  humbling  ourselves  to  walk  with  God,  or  walking^  humbly  with  the  Lord  our 
Crod,  includes  dependence  on  him,  trusting  in  him,  and  committing  oursdves  to  him  :  believing^ 
.and  hoping,  that  ne  will  continue  to  protect  and  defend  us,  and  afiord  us  all  those  things  which. 
are  needful  and  convenient. 

Fourthly,  it  includes  contentment  with  our  state^  and  worshipping  and  serving  God  in  a 
time  of  affliction  and  trouble^  as  well  as  in  a  day  of  ease  and  prosperity :  blessing  him  not  only 
when  he  gives,  but  also  when  he  takes  away :  and  acknowledgii^  the  wisdcxn  and  the  r^hteous- 
ness  of  all  his  dealings  with  us. 

This  is  implied  in  devoting  ourselves  to  his  service*  Under  the  former  particular  I  mentioned 
dependence  upon  God,  and  committing  ourselves  to  him.  This  contentment  under  afflictior^s,. 
now  mentioned,  when  they  befall  us,  in  the  course  of  divine  providence,  is  acting  and  exercising: 
that  dependence  which  we  have  made  a  profession  of,  and  performing  according  to  the  engage* 
ttents  we  have  entered  into. 

Fifthly,  to  walk  with  God  includes  continuance  and  perseverance  in  the  service  of  Godi^  and 
obedience  to  his  holy  laws  and  commandments,  throughout  the  whole  of  our  life,  notwithstanding 
tl^  temptations  we  may  meet  witk»  and  though  others  should  prove  false  to  their  engagements, 
and  forsake  the  Lord  their  God. 

Sixthly,  it  includes  serving  God  with  a  lowly  humble  apprehension  of  ourselves :  Con^dering^ 
the  sins  we  have  been  guilty  of,  the  defects  of  our  obedience,  the  imperfections  of  the  services. 
we  perform  for  the  honour  of  his  name,  or  the  good  of  others :  and  that  when  we  have  acted 
according  to  tlie  best  of  our  ability,  we  have  done  no  more  than  our  duty»  and  what  we  were 


Digitized  by 


Google 


90  The  several  Branches  qfMar4a  Righteousness. 

under  many  obligations  to, perform :  and  humbly  and  thankfally  owning  the  goodness  of  God  in 
the  encouragements  he  has  given  us,  and  the  promises  he  has  made  of  accepting  our  sincere 
obedience,  and  rewarding  it  greatly  beyond  its  merit. 

IL  I  shall  now  add  a  word  or  two  by  way  of  application,  and  conclude. 

1.  We  perceive,  that  the  holy  obedience,  required  of  us,  is  of  great  extent:  comprehendii^ 
justice^  mercy,  and  piety,  with  the  several  branches  of  each.  It  can  therefore  be  no  venr 
easy  thing  to  be  truly  religious.  It  must  be  a  difficult,  and  an  high  attainment.  We  have  need, 
as  our  Lord  directs  to  strive,  to  exert  ourselves,  and  do  our  utmost,  to  **  enter  in  at  the  strait 
gate.'*  One  came  to  our  Lord,  desirous  to  know  what  he  should  do  that  **  he  mi^t  obtain 
eternal  life,''  and  saying,  that  *^  he  had  kept  all  the  commandments  from  his  youth."  But  Jesus 
perceived  that  '*  he  lacked  one  thing,"  Matt.  xix.  And  the  event  shewed,  that  his  heart  was 
^vemed  by  an  inordinate  love  of  this  present  world :  and  that  he  was  not  disposed  to  do  all  that 
18  requisite  to  secure  riches  in  heaven.  Let  us  consider,  and  examine  ourselves,  whether  this 
he  our  case. 

2.  Let  us  seriously  attend  to  this  repres^tation  of  true  religion,  and  remember,  that  the 
things  here  insisted  on  are  of  absolute  necessity. 

There  is  no  making  up  the  controversy  between  God  and  sinful  men,  but  by  repentance 
and  amendment,  or  a  return  to  real,  and  universal  virtue  and  piety. 

The  displeasure  of  God  is  not  to  be  appeased  by  costly  oblations.  But  repent,  and  turn  to  the 
Lord  with  all  the  heart  unfeignedly  :  break  off  every  sinful  course :  cease  to  do  evil,  and  learn 
to  do  well:  seek  jud^ent,  love  mercy,  humble  yourselves  before  the  Lord  your  God^  and 
take  upon  you  the  obligation  of  his  reasonable  and  excellent  laws  and  commancunents^  then  he 
will  receive  you  graciously,  and  love  you  freely.  All  your  sins  shall  be  blotted  out :  they  shall 
be  as  if  they  never  were.    They  will  be  remembered  against  you  no  more. 

And  all  this  is  of  absolute  necessity ;  nothing  else  will  avail  for  our  acceptance.  We  cannot 
Attbstitute  any  thin£  else  in  the  room  of  true  virtue  and  goodness.  Long  abstinence,  painM 
mortificaticms  of  the  body  at  certain  seasons,  will  not  suffice :  nor  some  short  transports  of 
devotion,  however  warm  and  lively :  nor  any  zeal  for  the  externals  of  religion,  or  for  the  right 
fkith,  and  for  spreading  the  principles  of  religion  in  the  world*  Nothiqg  but  a  regular  course 
of  sincere  and  undissembled  virtue  in  the  several  branches  of  righteousness,  mercy  and  piety^ 
<cAn  recommend  us  to  the  favour  and  acceptance  of  a  wise  and  holy  God. 

«*  Wherewith  shall  I  come  before  the  Lord,  and  bow  myself  hefore  the  h^h  God  ?  Will  the 
Lord  be  pleased  with  thousands  of  rams,  or  with  ten  thousands  of  rivers  or  oil  ?  Shall  I  give 
my  first-born  for  my  transgression,  the  fruit  of  my  body,  for  the  sin  of  my  soul  ?** 

Or,  shall  I  fast  twice  in  the  week,  and  pay  tithes  of  all  that  I  possess  ?'* 

SHiall  I  *eonfess  my  sins  once,  or  twice,  or  every  month  in  the  year,  to  a  person  in  h<Ay  or- 
ilers,  ^and  submit  to  all  the  bodily  pains  and  penances  he  appoints  ? 

Shall  I  increase  the  number  and  length  of  jny  prayers  to  a  double,  or  treble  proportion  more 
than  ordinary?  and  hear,  or  read  over  an  Jibunoance  of  sermons,  and  other  treatises  of 
jreligion  ? 

Shall  I  erect  a  cosily  and  mafnrficeitt  edifice,  ^lerein  men  may  meet,  and  unite  together  in 
Jthe  worship  of  the  great  God  and  King  of  the  world? 

The  point  is  already  resolved.  Natural  reason  and  divine  revelation  agree  in  one  and  the 
fiame  answer  to  this  solicitous  and  important  inquiry*  **  He  hath  shewed  mee,  O  man,  what  is 
^ood.  And  what  does  the  Lord  require  of  thee,  but  to  do  justly,  to  love  mercy,  and  walk 
humblv  with  thy  God  ?" 

I  have  now  explained  the  words  of  tlie  text,  and  added  an  inference  or  two  by  way  of  re- 
flection. But  I  propose  to  discourse  again  upon  this  subject,  and  farther  shew  the  nature  and 
lextenty  the  .excellence  and  importance  of  virtuQ»  or  moral  righteousness. 
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SERMON  IV. 

THE  NATURE,  EXCELLENCE,  AND  IMPORTANCE  OF  MORAL  RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

He  Jiath  shexved  tkeCf  O  man^  what  is  good.     And  what  doth  the  Lord  require  of  thee^  but  ta  dd  ' 
justly y  and  to  love  mercy ^  and  to  walk  humbly  with  thy  God  ?    Micah  vi.  8. 

I  HAVE  already  shewn  the  coherence/  and  distinctly  explained  the  sevei^  particulars  ii^  the 
text.  It  will  not  be  unsuitable  to  this  portion  of  scripture,  if  we  proceed  to  consider,  in  ^  n\or$ 
ffeaeral  way^  the  nature,  ejctent,  and  obligation  of  virtue.  In  doing  this  I  shall  observe  the  fol-^ 
towing  method.  ^  - 

I.  1  will  endeavour  to  shew  the  nature  and  extent  of  virtue,  or  moral  righteousness. 

II.  I  shall  shew  the  excellence  and  importance  of  virtue,  or  righteousness  and  true  holines8.v 

III.  After  which  I  shall  conclude  with,  some  inferences  in  the  way  of  application. 

But  I  do  not  intend  a  discourse,  or  dissertation,  upon  this  subject,  containing  abstruse  and 
.profound  notions,  for  the  entertainment  of  metaphysical  minds,  and  such  as  have  thought,  or 
read  much  concerning  these  matters,  and  have  penetrated  far  into  the  speculative  points  of  re- 
ligion. But  my  intention  is  to  explain  this  matter,  so  far  as  I  am  able,  in  a  clear  and  intelli- 
gible way,  for  the  sake  of  meaner  capacities,  and  such  as  are  but  little  acquainted  with  these 
points. 

For  one  main  reason  of  thiis  design  is,  that  I  have  been  apprehensive,  that  we,  in  the  modem 
lanc^age  of  our  ordinary  discourses,  frequently  using  expressions  not  found  in  scripture,  are  not 
understood  by  all :  and  that,  whereas  we  often  lay  a  mudi  greater  stress  upon  some  things  than 
others,  when  these  also  are  commanded  by  the  Divine  Being ;  the  reason  of  this  is  not  perceived^ 
thou^  such  conduct  be  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament. 

My  aim  therefore  is  to  set  tlus  matter  in  a  clear  lights  in  a  few  words,  that  we  may  be  the 
better  ubderstood  in  oui^  ordinary  discourses,  without  repeated  explications  of  the  phrases  and 
expressions  made  use  of. 

I.  I  begin  with  some  observations  concerning  virtue,  or  .moral  righteousness. 

1.  Mondity  always  supposes  rational,  intelligent,  and  free  beings.  In  order  to  any  action 
being  morally  good  or  evil,  it  must  be  ijie  act  of  a  being  capable  of  distinguishing  things,  and 
of  choosing  or  refusing.  Such  a  being,  or  agent,  we  suppose  man  to  be.  We  perceive  our- 
selves to  have  the  powers  of  thinking,  understanding,  reasoning,  choosing  or  refusing.  And  the 
scripture  always  supposeth  these  powers  in  man.  God  says  to  sinfiu  men  by  his  prophets: 
^*  Repent  and  turn  yourselves  from  all  vour  transgressions :  so  iniquity  shall  not  be  your  ruin. 
Cast  away  from  yoii  all  your  transgressions,  whereby  ye  have  tran^essed,  and  make' you  a  new 
heart,  and  a  new  spirit :  for  why  will  ye  die,  O  house  of  Israel  ?  For  I  have  no  pleasure  in  the 
death  of  him  that  dieth,  saith  the  Lord  God ;  wherefore  turn  yourselves,  and  live  ye,"  Ezek. 
xviii.  30 --32.  And  Moses  reminded  the  people,  who  had  been  long  under  his  care,  and  to 
whom  he  had  with  divine  authority  delivered  a  system  of  laws :  "  See,  I  have  set  before  thee 

life  and  good,  aiid  death  and  evil 1  call  heaven  and  earth  to  witness  this  day  against  you, 

that  I  have  set  before  you  life  and  death,  blessing  and  cursing :  therefore  choose  life,  that  thou 
mayest  live,*'  Deut.  xxx.  15 — 20.  And  our  Lord  said  to  the  Jews,  liis  hearers:  "  Ye  will. not 
come  unto  me,  that  ye  might  have  life,"  John  v.  40. 

2.  The  word,  morality,  is  used  in  two  senses :  the  one  more  restrained,  the  other  more  com- 
prehensive. In  the  restrained  sense  of  the  word  are  included  sobriety,  justice,  equity,  goodness^ 
and  mercy ;  or  the  duties  more  especially  respecting  ourselves,  and  other  men,  our  neighbours. 
In  the  more  enlarged  and  comprenensive  meaning  of  the  word  are  included  not  only  the  duties 
just  mentioned,  but  likelvise  the  dutieia  owing  to  God. 

This  comprehensive  sense  of  these  terms  and  expressions,  morality,  virtue,  moral  righteous- 
ness, as  including  all  the  necessary  duties  of  a  rational  being,  I  take  to  be  the  more  proper 
sense  ahd  meaning  of  the  terms,  as  they  are  genendly  used  by  wise  and  knowing  persons. 

VOL.  v.  M 
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I  suppose  this  to  be  evident  from  these  two  considerations :  first,  that  we  c&en  qpeak  of  the 
moral  perfections  of  God,  as  distinguished  from  natural.  And  wh^i  we  do  so,  by  his  tmnid 
perfections  we  mean  every  kind  of  perfection  that  is  virtuous  and  ri^teous,  or  the  whole  rec- 
titude of  the  divine  will.  Secondly,  when  we  speak  of  moral  righteousness,  or  obedience  to 
rules  of  moral  virtue,  .as  distinct  from  positive  appointments,  and  a  ritual,  ceremonial  righteous* 
ness  or  holiness ;  we  must  mean  our  duty  to  God,  as  well  as  to  ourselves  and  other  men :  or  all 
virtue,  and  every  duty,  which  has  a  foundation  in  the  reason  of  things. 

These  two  considerations,  I  think,  evidently  shew,  that  this  is  a  common  sense  of  the  word* 
And  as  the  love  of  God  and  our  neighbour  is  comprehended  in  morality,  or  that  which  we  call 
moral  good,  so  the  contrary  is  moral  evil :  living  in  the  neglect  of  any  duty  toward  God  or  man, 
or  the  transgression  of  any  reasonable  law  or  commandment,  regulating  and  prescribing  such 
duty. 

The  design  of  this  observation  is  to  shew  the  s^ise  of  some  terms  and  expressions  made  use 
of  concerning  this  matter. 

We  are  next  to  observe  the  nature,  of  morality :  or  to  shew,  wherein  moral  good,  moral 
righteousness,  or  virtue  consists,  and  how  it  may  be  known  and  discerned. 

3.  The  things,  said  to  be  morally  good,  are  such  as  are  fit  and  reasonable  in  theiiiselves,  ac- 
cording to  the  case  and  circumstances  which  any  being  is  in,  and  the  relations  he  bears  ta 
others.  To  mention  some  instances.  It  is,  and  appears  to  be,  fit  and  reasonable,  that  a  rational 
and  intelligent  being  should  preserve  the  use  and  exercise  of  his  rational  powers,  and  not  lose 
the  government  (^  mmself  by  excess  and  intemperance,  or  by  any  passions  and  affections,  ex- 
cited by  external  thii^s,  whether  good  or  evil. 

It  is  also  fit  and  becoming,  that  rational  creatures  should,  according  to  their  abilities,  humbly 
praise  and  adore  the  Autbor  of  their  being :  acknowledging  the  power,  wisdom  and  goodness,  of 
which  they  see  mimifold  proofs  and  traces  in  themselves,  and  in  all  things  around  them :  an4 
that  they  should  be  thankful  to  him  for  all  his  benefits,  and  fear  and  reverence  him,  and  acquiesce 
in  his  disposals. 

It  is  likewise  fit  and  reasonable  in  itself,  that  these  rational,  intelligent  beings  should^  bear 
-good  will,  and  kind  affection  to  one  another :  as  they  all  share  in  the  like  powers  and  benefits, 
and  are  all  exposed  to  tlie  like  casualties,  weaknesses,  and  wants,  and  are  dependent  upon  each 
other. 

All  these  things  ^pear  on  the  first  view  to  be  fit  and  reasonable*    Moreover  moral  good  and 
evil  are  known  by  their  tendencies.     All  the  things  just  mentioned  are  beneficial,  conducive  to* 
the  perfection,  and  the  happiness  of  individuals  and  societies.     And  the  things  contrary  to  them 
are,  and  appear  to  be  evil,  inasmuch  as  they  weaken  those  who  allow  of  them,  and  are  detri- 
mental to  others  around'  them. ' 

We  may  here  observe  farther,  that  it  is  in  itself  fit  and  reasonable,  that  God,  the  one  eternal 
being,  perrect  and  happy  in  himself,  if  he  form  a  world,  or  worlds  of  beings,  should  conoera 
himseli  for  them,  provide  Ibr  them,  and  overrule  and  direct  all  things  with  wisdom,  righteous- 
ness and  goodness. 

Thus  then,  virtue,  or  moral  righteousness,  is,  and  appears  to  be,  in  itself  fit  and  reasonaUe, 
and  has  a  tendency  to  promote  the  happiness  of  particmar  beings,  and  of  societies. 

1.  This  fitness  and  reasonableness  of  things  is  itself  an  obligation ;  or  lays  an  obligation  upon 
every  rational  being  by  whom  it  is  perceived.  For  whatever  is  fit,  reasonable,  and  equitaole, 
must  be  right,  and  the  contrary  wrong.  He  therefore  that  does  what  is  fit,  reasonable,  and  equitable, 
and  which  he  discerns  to  be  right,  approves  himself^  and  his  conduct,  and  his  sati^action  therein. 
He  that  does  otherwise,  knows  he  has  done  wrong:  and,  if  he  reflect,  will  condemn  himself. 

5.  Beside  the  forementioned  obligation,  (of  intrinsic  fitness  and  reasonableness)  there  is 
another,  arising  from  the  will  of  God,  the  creator  and  the  governor  of  the  universe,  and  par^ 
ticularly  of  his  rational  creatures.  ITiese  fitnesses  of  things,  before-mentioned,  are  a  rule,  of 
action  to  the  Deity  himself.  And  it  must  be  his  will,  that  the  fitness,  or  reason  of  things  should 
be  observed  by  his  rational  creatures :  or  that  they  should  do  those  things  which  are  conducive 
to  their  own,  and  each  other's  welfare. 

And  when  it  is  considered,  that  moral  good  is  the  will  of  God,  and  moral  evil  contrary  to 
his  will ;  even  to  the  will  of  him  who  is  supreme,  and  Lord  of  all ;  it  is  reasonable  to  conclude, 
that  he  should  bestow  rewards  or  inflict  punishments,  either  now  immediately,  or  hereafter  in 
some  future  time,  upon  those  who  observe  or  neglect  the  reason  xyf  things  and  the  welfare  of 
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their  fi^ii^cfiAfCtires :  thtt  %  who  bb^,  or  tranl^tess  the  Iftw  of  nature :  whidi  is  also  the  law 
ofGrod,  the  author  of  nature. 

"  ^.  Virtue,  mor^ity,  or  moral  righteousness^  is  a  thing  of  great  extent,  comprehending  eVery 
Aing  that  is  in  itself  tit  and  reasonable :  men's  duty  to  God  and  to  each  other :  the  duties  of 
ev^rV  relation,  and  the  due  regulation  of  thoughts  and  affections,  lis  \i^ell  as  outward  actibss. 

For  in  the  more  ordinary  and  just  sense  of  the  expression,  as  before  shewn,  it  takes  in  every 
thing  tiiat  is  fit  and  reasonable:  and  therefore  must  include  honourable  sentiments,  as  well  as 
imtward  worship,  and  reverential  expressions  concerning  the  Deity.  It  requires  likewise  kind 
tftctions,  as  well  as  good  offices  to  men.  It  comprehends  not  only  strict  justness,  but  good- 
ness, and  mercy,  and  eauity :  yea  forgiveness  of  injuries  and  ofiences,  wllen  acknowledged.  For 
this  also  is  fit  in  a  worla  of  creatures,  that  are  weak  and  fallible,  and  often  ofifend  agamst  each 
other,  through  mistake,  or  passion. 

This  law  of  nature,  or  reason,  does  moreover  teach  repentance  to  all  those  who  ofiend.  For, 
since  virtue  is  right,  as  before  shewn,  he  who  has  transgressed,  and  done  what  is  wrong,  must 
feni  from  his  course,  and  amend  it.  It  is  the  only  way  of  becoming  good,  and  of  being  ac- 
cepted in  the  sight  of  the  holy,  wise  and  impartial  Sovereign  and  Judge  of  all. 

7*  It  is  commonly  said  of  the  law  of  nature,  that  it  is  of  eternal. obligation  :  but  yet  I  would 
addt  that  every  branch  of  moral  righteousness  cannot  be  practised  in  every  state. 

The  law  of  reason,  I  say,  is  of  eternal  obli^tion :  that  is,  supposing  such  cases  and  circunu 
ibmces,  or  beings,  to  bear  such  and  such  relations  to  each  other )  such  and  such  actions  will  be 
alwa3rs  obligatory.  Supposing  a  worid,  in  which  there  are  parents  and  children,  masters  and 
servants,  rich  and  poor,  some  in  prosperous,  others  in  afBictive  tnrcnmstances,  some  governors^ 
ethers  governed,  and  a  great  vanety  of  other  circumstances  subsisting :  such  and  such  a  be- 
haviour toward  each  other  is  fit  and  reasonable.  And  though  there  be  no  such  beings,  with 
those  several  relations ;  yet  it  is  true,  that  if*  there  were  such  beings,  such  actions  would  be  in 
Aemselves  fit  and  reasonable.    Nor  can  any  authori^  dissolve,  and  set  d»ide  their  obligation. 

Thus  these  things  are  of  everlasting  obhgation.  J3ut  when  those  relations  and  circumstances 
6ease,  divers  branches  of  duty  must  cease  also.  So  in  a  future  state  ci  recompense,  for  such  as 
havte  been  truly  and  sincerely  good  in  this  world,  many  branches  of  duty,  necessary  here,  will 
cease.  Where  there  is  perfect  holiness,  and  perfection  of  happiness,  there  cannot  be  the  exer- 
cise of  forgiveness  to  offenders,  nor  of  mercy  to  the  miserable.  Nor  will  there  be  room  for 
patience  under  afflictions,  and  such  like  virtues  which  are  necessary  in  this  state  of  irailtv : 
though  still  the  love  of  God,  and  the  love  of  each  other,  the  great  and  essential  virtues  with 
branches  suitable  to  a  state  of  ^oiy  and  happiness,  will  be  always  fit,  and  reasonable,  and  iB- 
culnbent  upon  every  one. 

8.  The  duties  Of  moral  obligation  are  discernible  by  rational  beings  with  a  due  exercise  of 
their  powers  and  faculties.  For  those  duties  being  founded  in  the  powers  and  circumstances  of 
those  very  beings  thernselves,  and  their  relations  to  each  other,  ana  being  therefore  fit  and  rea- 
sonable in  themselves;  they  ma^  be  discerned  by  such  as  exercise  their  reason,  and  attend  to  the 
nature,  and  circumstances  of  thmgs. 

There  may  be  perplexed  cases,  when  what  is  duty,  what  is  best  and  fittest  cannot  be  deter- 
miiied  without  some  difficulty :  and  the  evidence  of  what  is  right  amounts  to  no  more  than  pro- 
bability, oris  short  of  certainty.  But  the  general  obligations  of  virtue,  the  great  branches  of 
duty  toward  God  and  men,  are  discernible  by  such  as  tiunk  sedately  and  maturely,  as  the  im- 
portance of  the  thing  deserves. 

It  is  reasonable  to  think  it  should  be  so.  And  the  Scriptures  teach  the  same.  For  St»  Paul 
mys :  ^  Because  that  which  may  be  known  of  God  is  manifest  in  them  :  for  God  has  shewed  it 
nnto  tiiem.'*  He  is  speaking  of  the  heathens,  who  had  not  the  benefit  of  revelation.  «*  For  the 
icrrittble  things  of  him  from  the  creation  of  the  world  are  clearly  seen,  being  understood  by  the 
things  that  are  made,  even  his  eternal  power  and  godhead.  So  that  they  are  without  excuse : 
because  that  when  they  knew  God,  they  glorified  him  not  as  God ;  neither  were  thankful,  but 
became  vain  in  their  imaginations,  shd  their  foolish  heart  was  darkened,'*  Rom.  i.  19 — ^21.  And 
afterwards :  "  For  when  the  eentiles,  which  have  not  the  law,  do  by  nature  the  things  contained- 
in  the  law,  these  having  not  the  law  are  a  law  unto  them^dves :  who  shew  the  work  of  the  law 
written  in  their  hearts,  their  consciences  also  bearing  witness,  and  their  thoughts  the  mean  while 
accunng,  or  else  excusing  one  another,'^  ch.  ii.  14,  15. 
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'%  WeBow  pcHTcen^  the  diftrmca  betWB^ 
and  appomtments.  Moral  precepts  are  fit  and  reasonable  in  themselves.  They  are  alwaya  ob- 
ligatory, and  are  discernible  by  reason.  But  none  of  those  properties  belong  to  ritual,  or  cere* 
mopial  ordinances,  of  which  there  were  many  in  tlie  law  of  Moses,  concerning  bodily  purifi« 
eatipns,  certain  attendances  at  Jerusalem,  numerous  sacrifices,  and  the  like :  and  under  the 
m^p^l-dispensation,  baptism  and  the  eucharist.  To  these,  I  say,  do  not  belong  the  fore-men- 
jtioned  properties.     They  are  not  fit  and  reasonable  in  themselves.     They  are  not  always  obli- 

gatory.    They  may  be  set  aside,  and  others  appointed  in  their  room.   Nor  can  th^  be  discerned 
y  reason.    For  their  obligation  depends  upon  express  or  positive  appointment.    I  shall  illustrate 
this  by  two  instances  only. 

It  was  fit  that  the  people  of  Israel  should  remember,  and  be  thankful  for,  their  deliverance 
from  Egyptian  bondage :  but  the  duty  to  celebrate  a  memorial  of  it  by  eating  the  paschal  lamb« 
owed  all  its  obligation  to  divine  appointment :  and  another  method  of  commemorating  that  de- 
liverance might  have  been  ordained. 

So  likewise,  supposing  the  coming  of  Christ,  and  his  teaching  in  Judea,  and  dying,  as  he 
did,  and  rising  i^ain :  wis  great  transaction,  and  particularly  the  great  event  of*  his  deaths 
should  be  thankfuUy  remembered  b^  his  disciples  and  followers :  but  the  way  of  commemorating 
it,  by  eating  bread  and  drinking  wme,  is  of  divine  determination,  smd  obligatory  only  by  posi- 
tive appointment. 

10.  The  duties  of  morality,  or  moral  righteousness,  are  taught  and  learned  two  ways,  by 
reason  and  revelation.  They  are  taught  by  reason,  as  before  shewn,  being  fit  and  equitable  in 
themselves,  and  appearing  so  to  such  as  exercise  their  rational  faculties.  They  may  be  also 
iauffht  and  enforced  by  revelation :  as  we  know  they  are  in  the  Old  and  the  New  Testament^ 
by  Moses  and  the  prophets,  by  Jesus  Christ  and  his  apostles. 

11.  Though  several  expressions  and  phrases,  made  use  of  by  us  in  discoursing  on  these 
points  are  different  from  those  which  we  find  in  scripture,  yet  there  also  the  same  things  are 
said  and  taught. 

We  do  not  find  in  scripture  the  words  morality  and  immorality,  moral  good  and  evil :  very 
seldom  that  of  virtue,  never  that  of  vice.  These  expressions  are  chiefly  taken  from  Greek  and 
Koman  authors :  and  owe  their  original  and  use,  in  good  measure,  to  the  difierent  way  of 
learning  these  principles,  by  reason,  rather  than  revelation. 

The  word  virtue  13  indeed  sometimes  found  in  the  New  Testament  j  but  yet  very  rarely  in  the 
sense  we  now  use  it  in,  for  holiness  in  general,  or  every  branch  of  good  conduct  in  itself  reason- 
able and  excellent.  In  one  place  it  seems  to  be  so  used  by  St.  Paul,  in  an  exhortation  to  the  Philip- 
pians :  "  If  there  be  any  virtue,  if  there  be  any  prais^,  think  on  these  things,**  Philip,  iv.  8.  Aa 
if  he  had  said  :  and  whatever  else  is  virtuous,  really  good  and  excellent,  and  praise- worthy,  tliink 
of  it,  and  attend  to  it. 

And  St.  Peter  in  his  first  epistle :  "  But  ye  are  a  chosen  generation,  a  peculiar  people, 
that  you  should  shew  forth  the  praises,*'  literally,  virtues,  "  of  him,  who  has  called  you  out  of 
darkness  into  his  marvellous  light,**  1  Pet.  ii.  9*'    But  though  the  original  word  signifies,  lite- 
rally, virtues ;  it  does  not  exactly  answer  to  our  use  of  it :  and  seems  to  be  well  enough  rendered 
in  our  translation,  praises. 

Again,  in  the  second  epistle  of  the  same  apostle  **  through  the  knowledge  of  him  wha 
has  called  us  to  glory  and  virtue,'*  2  Pet.  i.  3.  But  this  text  would  be  more  properly  rendered : 
"  through  the  knowledge  of  him  who  has  called  us  by  glory  and  power,"  or  by  his  glorious  power* 
Here  virtue  is  equivalent  to  power.  And  the  meaning  is,  that  God  had  brought  us  to  partake 
in  the  privileges  of  his  church  by  a  glorious  display  and  manifestation  of  his  power  in  supporting 
and  spreading  the  gospel. 

Once  more,  in  the  same  context:  "  And  beside  these,  giving  all  diligence,  add  to  your 
faith  virtue,  and  to  virtue  knowledge^**  ver.  5.  "  But  here  it  is  evident,  that  virtue  does  not 
signify  all  virtuous  conduct  in  general,  but  is  put  for  some  one  virtue,  or  good  disposition  only* 
It  seems  to  be  used  in  the  restrained  sense  of  fortitude,  courage,  or  resolution  in  the  profession 
of  the  truth. 

There  is  therefore  scarce  any  text  in  the  New  Testament,  where  the  word  virtue  is  used  in 
the  general  sense,  of  whatever  is  virtuous,  and  excellent,  or  in  itself  reasonable }  except  that 
one  place  of  St.  Paul,  before  cited  from  the  epistle  to  the  Philippians«    . 
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But  though  several  terms  waA  pbntses,  now  used  by  tx^  iii  speaking  of^  these  matters^  are 
not  found  in  scriptore»  the  same  thin^  are  there  said,  and  there  are  equivalent  expressions. 
Righteousness  sometimes  includes  both  justice  and  goodness,  and  even  piety  likewise.  And  then 
it  is  the  same  as  virtue,  or  morality,  or  moral  righteousness.  Says  the  Psalmist : ""  A  little  that 
a  righteous  man  has,"  that  is,  a  good,  or  virtuous  man,  *•  is  better  than  the  riches  of  many 
wicked,*'  Ps.  xxxvii.  16.  And,  «*  the  righteous  Lord  loveth  righteousness :  his  countenance 
does  behold  the  upriffht,*'  Ps.  xi.  7»     And  in  the  like  manfner,  very  often. 

And  though  we  do  not  find  the  words  virtue  and  vice,  moral  good  and  evil :  yet  the  scrip- 
ture often  speaks  of  good  and  evil,  such  good  and  evil  as  are  really  and  intrinsically  so :  by 
which  the  characters  of  men  are  distinguished,  rather  than  by  the  observation  of  any  positive 
appointments  and  ritual  ordinances.  "  To  what  purpose  is  the  multitude  of  your  sacrifices, 
saith  the  lord— —Bring  no  more  vain  oblations  :  incense  is  an  abomination  unto  me— —Wash 
you,  make  ye  clean.  Put  away  the  evil  of  your  doings  fi-om  before  my  eyes.  Cease  to  do  evil,* 
learn  to  do  well — — ^eek  judgment,  relieve  the  oppressed.**  Is.  i.  11,  17.  In  another  place: 
**  Woe  unto  them  that  call  evil  good,  and  good  evu ;  that  put  darkness  for  light,  and  light  for 
darkness ;  that  put  bitter  for  sweet,  and  sweet  for  bitter,''  Is.  v.  23.  Our  text  speaks  of  justice, 
mercy  and  piety,  as  good:  that  is,  intrinsically  so ;  good,  in  a  superior  degree  to  all  the  sacrifices 
and  oblations  before-mentioned. 

The  design  of  the  gospel  dispensation  is  represented  aft;er  this  manner :  <<  that  we  being  de- 
livered out  of  the  hands  of  our  enemies  might  serve  him  without  fear, :  in  holiness  and  righteous- 
ness all  the  days  of  our  life,"  Luke  i.  ^4^y  75.  In  holiness  and  righteousness,  that  is,  in  a 
S*  rhteous  holiness  :  as  kingdom  and  glory  is  glorious  kingdom :  life  and  immortality  is  immortal 
e.  So  here,  holiness  and  righteousness  is  a  righteous  holiness  or  sanctity:  or  in  modem  lan- 
guage, the  practice  of  virtue,  or  moral  righteousness.  For  there  is  a  ritual,  ceremonial,  legal 
holiness  or  sanctity,  consisting  in  a  conformity  to  ritual  precepts,  the  ordinances  and  appoint* 
ments  of  positive  law.  But  the  design  of  the  coming  of  Christ  is  here,  agreeably  to  innumerable 
other  texts  of  the  New  Testament,  represented  to  be,  that  we  might  serve  God  in  a  righteous 
sanctity,  or  the  practice  of  real  holiness.  There  is  a  like  expression  in  the  epistle  to  the  £phe- 
sians :  "  That  ye  put  on  the  new  man,  which  after  God  is  created  in  righteousness  and  true  ho- 
liness,'' Eph.  IV.  24. 

And  by  the  prophets,  men  were  often  called  upon  in  such  expressions  as  these :  <<  Amend 
your  ways  and  your  doings,"  Jer.  vii.  3 ;  and,  "  Return  now  every  one  from  .  his  evil  way,,  and 
make  your  ways  and  your  doings  good,**  ch.  xviii.  11,  and,  "  Amend  now  your  ways  and  your 
doings,  and  obey  the  voice  of  the  Lord  your  God,"  ch.  xxvi.  13.  Which  is  exactly  the  same 
as  that  they  should  amend  their  manners,  and  return  to  the  sincere  practice  of  virtue,  or  moral 
righteousness. 

Though  therefore  we  do  not  find  in  the  scripture  all  the  same  words  and  phrases  which  are 
now  frequently  made  use  of  by  us  in  treating  on  this  subject :  yet  tlie  sanie  things  are  there 
said,  and  there  are  also  equivalent,  or  like  expressions  with  those  made  use  of  in  modem 
language. 


SERMON     V. 

THE  NATURE,  EXCELLENCE,  AND  IMPORTANCE  OF  MORAL  RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

He  hath  shewed  thee,  O  man^  "what  is  good.     And  "what  doth  the  Lord  require  qf  thee^  but  to  do 
justbf^  and  to  love  mercy y  and  to  walk  humbbf  with  tliy  God  ?    Micah  vi.  8. 

riAviN«  explained  these  words,  I  endeavoured  in  a  late  discourse,  to  shew  in  several  proposi- 
tions the  nature  and  extent  of  virtue,  or  moral  righteousness. 

II.  I  am  now  to  shew  the  excellence  and  importance  of  virtue,  or  righteousness  and  true 
holiness. 
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1.  This  right^usness,  as  to  the  maiil  fiarts  e[  it,  has  a  plAce  in  evefjp"  state  Hiid  condition : 
or  is  of  constant,  perpetual  and  everlasting  obligation  :  as  has  been  already  shewn,  it  being  fit 
and  reasonable  in  itself.  This  is  one  reason  why  St.  Paul  gives  the  preference  to  charity  orlove 
above  faith  and  hope,  that  the  virtue,  or  principle  of  love,  will  subsist  even  in  the  future  state  ^ 
whereas  the  other  two,  though  very  reasonable  and  beneficial  now,  will  entirely  cease,  and  be 
no  more,  when  the  objects  of  present  faith  and  hope  are  possessed  and  enjoyed.  <*  Charity,*' 
says  he,  "  never  fails."  But  whether  there  be  prophecies,  they  shall  fail :  whether  there  be 
tongues,  they  shall  cease  :  whether  there  be  knowledge,  it  shall  v^sh  away.*'  The  *ray  and 
manner  of  knowing  here  is  so  slow  and  tedious :  the  knowledge,  we  attain  in  this  state,  is  so 
defective  and  inadequate,  that  he  scruples  not  to  say,  **  it  shall  vanish  away  f  *  and  concludes  : 
V  Now  abideth  faith,  hope,  charity.     But  the  greatest  of  these  is  charity." 

2.  Moral  perfection,  or  righteousness,  is  the  glory  and  perfection  of  God  himself:  conse- 
quently, it  must  be  the  chief  excellence  of  aJl  rational  beings.  I  say,  moral  perfectiofa  is  the 
l^lory  and  perfection  of  God  himself.  Hereby  he  is  truly  excdilent  and  amiable :  forasmuch  as 
beside  his  power,  knowledge  and  understand!!^,  he  is  a  being  of  un variable  truth,  everlasting 
righteousness,  inflexible  equity,  and  abundant  goodness.  When  Moses  desired  to  see  God,  the 
divine  glory  and  character  were  represented  to  him  after  this  manner :  <<  The  Lord  passed  by 
before  him,  and  proclaimed :  The  Lord,  the  Lord  God,  merciful  atid  gracious,  long  sufiering,  and 
abundant  in  goodness  and  truth/'  Exod.  xxxiv.  0.  The  Psalmist  observes:  **  The  righteous 
Ijord  loveth  righteousness :  his  countenance  does  behold  the  upright,"  Ps.  xi.  7.  And  in  another 
nlace :  "  Rejoice  before  the  Lord,  for  he  cometh  to  judge  the  earth :  with  righteousness  will 
he  judge  the  world,  and  the  people  with  equity,"  Ps.  xcviii.  9.  In  one  oi  the  prophets  it  is 
written  :  "  Let  him  that  ^lorieth,  glory  ui  this ;  that  he  knowetii  me,  that  I  am  the  Lord  which 
exercise  loving-kindness,  judgment  and  righteousness  in  the  earth.*'  ^<  For  in  these  things  do 
I  delight,  saith  the  Lord,"  Jer.  ix.  34.  Our  blessed  Lord  recommends  it  to  us,  **  to  be  perfect, 
even  as  our  Father  which  is  in  heaven  is  perfect,"  Mat.  v.  48  ;  that  is,  to  imitate  him  in  tnlth, 
righteousness,  and  goodness :  to  aim  at  a  holiness  resembling  the  [loliness  of  God.  And,  says 
St.  Paul :  <<  That  ye  put  on  the  new  man,  which  after  God  is  created  in  righteousness  and  true 
holiness,"  £ph.  iv.  24. 

This  clearly  shews  the  excellence  of  real  holiness,  that  is  the  perfection  of  the  divine  Mature: 
and  that  by  becoming  truly  holy,  we  gain  a  resemblance  of  God  himself. 

3.  The  excellence  and  importance  of  real  holiness,  or  moral  righteousness,  are  evident  from 
the  frequent  declarations  in  scripture*conceming  its  absolute  necessity  to  our  acceptance  with 
God,  and  our  obtaining  the  heavenly  inheritance.  We  have  seen  at  large,  how  the  necessity  of 
this  holiness  to  acceptance  with  God,  is  represented  in  this  text  and  context.  In  the  New  Tes- 
tament, where  future  recompences  are  more  insisted  on,  it  is  plainly  declared,  that  <<  witliout 
holiness  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord,".  Heb.  xii.  14.  And  ^*  blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart,  for 
they  shall  see  God."  And  ^<  he  that  hath  this  hope  in  him,  purifieth  himself,  as  he  is  pure." 

4.  Virtue,  or  true  holiness,  is  represented  in  scripture  as  the  end  of  all  ordinances,  and  of 
all  the  revelations  of  God's  will  made  to  mankind.  **  Jesus  Christ  gave  himself  for  us,  that  he 
might  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity,  and  purify  unto  himself  a  peculiar  people  zealous  of  good 
works,"  Tit.  ii.  14.  And  "  for  this  purpose  was  the  Son  of  God  manifested,  to  take  away  our 
sins,"  and  "  to  destroy  the  Works  of  tne  devil,"  1  John  iii.  8.  Through  the  knowledge  of 
Christ,  God  has  "  given  us  all  things  conducive  "  to  life  and  godliness,"  or  suited  to  promote  a 
godly  life  :  that  we  might  "  be  partakers  of  the  divine  nkture,"  2  Pet.  i.  3,  4.  And  St.  Paul 
expressly  says,  that  "  Charity  is  the  end  of  the  commandment,"  1  Tim.  i.  5. 

6.  This  farther  appears  from  the  earnestness  with  which  true  holiness  is  recommended  in 
every  part  of  the  word  of  God  j  and  from  the  preference  which  is  constantly  given  to  such  ho- 
Uness  above  obedience  to  ritual  ordinances.  This  is  evident  to  every  one  who  is  at  all  acquainted 
with  the  scriptures. 

God  himself  sajrs,  he  "  desired  mercy,  and  not  sacrifice  i  and  the  knowledge  of  himself, 
more  than  burat  offering,"  Hos.  vi.  6.  ' 

The  several  branches  of  moral  righteousness  are  the  things^  principally  insisted  on  by  our, 
blessed  Lord  in  that  which  is  called  his  sermon  on  the  mount.  The  like  things  are  also  earnestly 
reccnnmended  to  Christians  in  the  latter  part  of  all  the  apostolical  epistles. 

Our  Lord  declared,  the  love  of  God  and  our  neighbour,  and  not  ritual  ordinances  add  ap* 
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igfijataomiiSf  to  be  the  sum  and  substance  of  the  law  and  prophets.  Matt:  xxii.  40.    It  is  a]»o 
the  sum  of  his  own  doctrine,  and  of  the  preaching  and  writings  of  his  apostles. 

From  all  which  particulars  we  evidently  discern  the  excellence  and  importance  of  virtue, 
moral  righteousness,  or  righteousness  and  true  holiness. 

HI,  I  shall  now  conclude  with  some  inferences  by  way  of  application. 

1.  We  hence  perceive  the  ground  of  the  preference  which  is  always  given  by  wise  men, 
and  by  the  scriptures,  to  righteousness  and  true  holiness  above  obedience  to  positive  precepts, 
or  litual  appointments.  The  obligation  of  these  is  founded  in  the  will  of  God :  but  the  former 
are  reasonable  in  themselves,  having  a  real  excellence.  And  besides,  they  are  also  the  will  anc| 
coounandment  of  God :  and  his  wul  more  especially^  above,  and  in  preference  to  all  other 
laws  and  commandments. 

*•  We  perceive  also  why  men's  characters  are  chiefly  determined  by  the  practice  of  virtue, 
and  true  holiness,  or  the  contrary;  and  why  future  rewards  and  punishments  are  to  be  dispensed 
accordingly.  As  our  Lord  declares,  *^  the  wicked  will  go  away  into  everlasting  punishment, 
and  the  righteous  into  life  eternal,^'  Matt.  xiii.  49 ;  xxv.  46.  So  it  will  be.  And  we  now  per^ 
ceive,  why  it  must,  and  should  be  so.  The  righteous  have  fulfilled  the  will  of  God,  and  per- 
fimned  that  obedience  which  was  the  end  of  positive  appointments,  the  others  not.  The 
righteous,  the  virtuous,  have  acted  right,  with  sincerity,  in  tiieir  state  of  trial.  They  have  at- 
tained some  resemblance  of  the  divine  nature,  and  some  preparedness  for  the  heavenly  state,  of 
which  the  others  are  destitute. 

S.  What  has  been  said  upon  this  argument  may  be  o£  use  to  shew  the  mistake  of  those  who 
deapise,  and  speak  lightly  of  morality.  Possibly,  they  do  not  thereby  mean  the  same  thing 
which  those  do  who  magnify  it  and  earnestly  recommend  it.  But  they  should  consider  that 
morality,  in  its  more  proper  sense  and  meaning,  is  not  merely  honesty  in  the  traffick  and  com- 
merce of  this  world ;  nor  is  it  only  outward  action.  But  virtue,  or  morality,  in  its  compre- 
hensive meaning,  as  before  observed,  takes  in  the  love  of  God  and  our  neighbour,  or  every 
thing  that  is  fit  and  reasonable  in  itself*.  Its  laws  and  precepts  r^ulate  thoughts,  as  well  as. 
outward  actions.  It  is  true  holiness.  It  is  the  image  of  God  in  man  :  it  is  a  meetness  for  die 
rewards  and  happiness  of  another  life. 

4.  We  may  conclude  from  what  has  been  said  upon  this  subject,  that  the  promoting  of  virtuei. 
or  righteousness  and  true  holiness,  or  a  right  moral  conduct,  will  be  one  great  design  of  any 
revelation  that  comes  from  God :  forasmuch  as  these  things  are  tntly  excellent,  and  useful  in 
thetr  natural  and  genuine  tendency.  And  since  these  things  are  always  obligatory,  it  is  very 
ptobahle,  that  one  great  design  of  revelation  will  be  to  perfect  men  in  virtue,  or  moral  righteous- 
ness, to  encourage  and  enforce  that  righteousness  by  new  and  powerful  motives  and  arguments, 
and  to  deter  men  from  the  contrary  unr^hteousness.  And,  as  before  observed,  we  do  evidently 
perceive  this  to  be  the  great  design,  the. sum  and  substance  of  the  law,^  the  historical  writings^' 
the  booked  Job,  the  Psalms  and  Prophets  of  the  Old,  and  of  the  Gospels,  the  Acts,  and  uie 
Epistles  of  the  New  Testament. 

5.  He  that  has  some  just  sentiments  of  God,  and  a  serious  regard  to  moral  obligations,  is 
in  a  great  measure  fitted  and  prepared  for  revelation.  For  he  must  be  disposed  to  pay  a  regard 
to  one  who  speaks  in  the  name  of  God,  and  gives  proof  of  a  divine  commission  by  works 
of  mi^ty  power,  and  teaches  a  doctrine  enforcing  real  holiness.  This  is  what  our  Lord  declares 
when  he  says:  <<  If  any  man  will  do  his  will,  he  shall  know  of  the  doctrine;  whether  it  be  of 
God,  or  whether  I  speak  of  myself,"  John  vii.  I7.  And  when  one  had  acknowledged,  **  that 
there  is  one  God,  and  that  to  love  the  Lord  with  all  the  heart,  and  his  neighbour  as  himself,  is 
more  than  all  whole  burnt-offerings  and  sacrifices ;''  he  declared,  that  he  was  **  not  far  from  the 
kingdom  of  God/'  Mark  xii.  32 — 34.  This  is  what  he  teaches  also,  when  he  says :  "  No  mam 
can  ccme  unto  me,  except  the  Father  which  has  sent  me  draw  him :''  and,  *<  every  man  that 
bath  heard  and  learned  of  the  Father,  cometh  unto  me,''  John  vi.  44,  45. 

&  From  what  has  been  said,  it  appears  to  be  a  dreadful  thing  for  any  man  to  lessen  the 
obi^ation  of  virtue  and  true  holiness,  or  moral  righteousne^ :  or  to  abate  men's  regard  thereto 
hf  any  means  whatever,  or  with  a  view  to  any  particular  and  fiivourite  scheme  of  his  own,  or  of 
other  men's  invention.  Our  blessed  IxMrd  has  declared^  that  such  <<  shall  be  called  the  least  in 
the  ksi^pdom  of  heavin»"  Matt.  v%  19*    And  he  freely  reproved  the  scribes  and  pharisees,  who 
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taught  for  doctrine  the  cotnmandments  of  men,  and  made  vmd  the  law  <^  Ood  by  trwlitioni) 
which  they  received,  and  recommended,  Matt.  nv.  16. 

7.  We  are  likewise  carefully  to  avoid  misrepresentations  of  the  Divine  Being,  and  to  be  veiy 
cautious  of  admitting  any  principles  derogatory  to  the  moral  perfection  and  righteousness  of 
God,  the  creator  and  the  governor  of  the  world.  We  are  not  only  to  be  concerned  for  the 
lionour  of  God,  as  perfect  in  knowledge  and  power :  but  we  should  also  maintain  his  moral  per- 
fection, as  a  being  perfectly  true,  righteous,  good,  merciful.  Are  these  perfections  in  some  men  ? 
Would  men  want  what  is  their  greatest  glory  and  excellence,  if  they  should  be  arbitrary  and- 
unequal?  And  can  we  suppose  the  divine  government  to  want  justice  and  equity?  Are  great 
and  good  men  merciful  and  forgiving  ?  And  can  we  deny  those  properties  to  God,  the  ^ui^^e 
of  all  being  and  perfection  ?  It  is  easy  to  observe,  that  in  scripture  the  greatness  and  majesty, 
and  the  goodness  and  mercy  of  God,  are  often  joined  together.  "  Thus  saith  the  high  and  lofty 
One,  that  inhabiteth  eternity  :  I  dwell  in  the  high  and  holy  place  :  with  him  also,  who  is  of  a 
humble  and  contrite  spirit  For  I  will  not  contend  for  ever.  Neither  will  I  be  always  wroth. 
For  the  spirit  should  fail  before  me,  and  the  souls  that  I  have  made,**  Is.  Ivii.  15,  16.  And 
Elihu  strongly  argues :  "  Far  be  it  from  God,  that  he  should  do  wickedness,  and  from  the  Al- 
mi^ty,  that  he  should  commit  iniquity  Yea  surely  God  will  not  do  wickedly,  neither  will 
the  Almighty  pervert  judgment,"  Job.  xxxiv.  10,  12. 

8.  We  may  hence  infer  the  diflSculty  of  describing  particularly  and  exactly  the  services  and 
enjoyments  of  good  men  in  the  heavenly  state.  Thev  will  be  then  perfect  in  holiness,  and  com^ 
plete  in  happiness.  Consequently  a  love  of  God  and  our  fellow-creatures  will  abide,  and  be  in 
great  perfection.  But  many  branches,  various  exercises  of  virtue,  necessary  and  reasonable  on 
earth,  can  have  no  place  in  heaven,  where  we  are  to  be  as  the  angels  of  God. 

Particular  descnptions  therefore  of  the  future  happiness  of  ^ood  men,  however  agreeable  and 
entertaining,  will  be  for  the  most  part  conjectural  and  uncertain.  We  know  enough  from  reason 
and  scripture,  to  fill  us  with  grrat  hopes  and  expectations,  and  inspire  us  with  the  utmost  zeal 
and  diligence  in  perfecting  hoKness.  The  future  happiness  is,  we  know,  the  perfection  of  soul 
and  body :  it  is  freedom  from  all  the  imperfections  of  this  condition.  It  is  immortality,  everlasting 
life,  a  glorious  kingdom,  a  crown  of  glory  that  fadeth  not.  away,  an  inheritance  incorruptible, 
and  uiuiefiled,  reserved  in  heaVen.  We  iare  then  to  see  God,  and  to  be  like  unto  Jesus  Christ. 
But  it  is  observable,  that  neither  Jedus  Christ,  nor  his  apostles,  have  deUvered  particular  and 
precise  representations  and  descriptions  of  the  glories  of  the  other  world,  or  of  the  services  and 
enjoyments  of  good  men  therein.  And  St.  Paul,  who  was  caught  up  into  the  <<  third  heaven  and 

Earadise,''  2  Cor.  xii.  3—5,  absolutely  declines  a  representation  of  the  things  he  bad  seen  and 
eard,  and  considers  them  as  unspeakable. 
9«  By  what  has  been  said  we  may  be  led  in  some  measure  to  the  knowledge  and  understanding 
of  those  words  of  St.  Paul :  *<  Then  cometh  the  end,  when  he  shall  have  delivered  up  the 
kingdom  to  God,  even  the  Father  :  when  he  shall  have  put  down  all  rule,  and  all  authority  and 
power.  And  when  all  things  shall  be  subdued  under  him,  then  shall  the  Son  also  himself  be  sub- 
ject unto  him  that  put  all  things  under  him,  that  God  may  be  all  in  all,"  1  Cor.  xv.  S4<-— S8. 

Notwithstanding  these  expressions  of  the  apostle,  certainly  Jesus  Christ,  the  second  Adam» 
win  continue  to  be  the  head  of  his  church  and  people,  and  the  glory  of  the  human  nature, 
and  wiU  in  all  things  have  the  pre-eminence,  1  Cor.  xv.  45.  There  will  tor  ever  be  given  to  him 
honour,  respect,  and  gratitude,  for  what  he  has  done  for  us.  His  people  will  be  with  him.  And 
his  presence  wiUi  them  will  be  a  main  source  of  their  happiness.  For,  as  St.  Paul  says :  "  So 
shall  we  ever  be  with  the  Lord,**  1  Thes.  iv.  17-  And  our  Lord  prayed,  saying:  "  Father,  I 
will,  that  they  also,  whoin  thou  hast  given  me,  be  with  me,  where  I  am,  that  they  may  bd)<^d 
the  glory  which  thou  hast  given  me,**  John  xvii.  24. 

The  meaning  of  that  passage  I  apprehend  to  be  this :  that  the  design  of  Christ's  undertaking 
is  then  accomplished.  And  as  the  motives  and  arguments  taken  from  his  lif<^  on  earth,  from  his 
death,  resurrection,  and  ascension,  were  especially  suited  to  a  state  of  weakness  and  imper- 
fection, temptation  and  affliction :  those  motives  and  considerations  will  then  in  a  great  measure- 
cease.  And  the  people  and  followers  of  Jesus,  brought  to  a  state  of  periection,  will  for  the 
future  be  entirely  governed  by  the  reason  of  things,  and  the  wiU  of  God.  .  Yet  still  they  wiU  be 
fer  ever  thankful  for  the  gospel  dispensation,  and  for  all  the  condescension  i^  humiliation  of  the 
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Lord  Jesus,  and  for  his  after  exaKation :  by  which^iheir  hearts  were  won  to  God,  and  they  were 
established,  and  upheld  in  the  practice  of  virtue,  under  all  the  difficulties  they  met  with  here, 
until  they  were  brought  to  glory. 

10.  Though  duties  of  moral  obh'gation  have  the  preference  above  others,  yet  positive  ap* 
pointments,  of  divinie  authority,  are  not  to  be  omitted  or  neglected.  These  also  have  their 
use,  and  are  expedient  in  the  present  state  of  things.  They  were  wisely  appointed,  and  therefore 
ou^t  to  be  submitted  to  and  obeyed.  It  is  our  Lord^s  own  determination  upon  the  point : 
«*  These  ought  ye  to  have  done :"  meaning  the  weightier  matters  of  the  law :  "  and  not  to  leave 
the  other  undone,"  Luke  xi.  42.  . 

11.  Finally,  let  us  not  rest  satisfied  with  observing  positive  appointments,  or  with  any  exter- 
nal performances,  or  the  profession  of  the  principles  of  religion,  or  a  partial  obedience  :  but  leC^ 
vs  sincerely  do  the  whole  will  of  God,  so  far  as  we  are  acquainted  with  it. 

It  may  afford  matter  of  sorrowful  thought  and  consideration,  that  so  many  s^e  far  from  that 
righteousness  which  is  recommended  both  by  reason  and  revelation :  that  so  few  are  eminent 
tfierein :  and  likewise  that  there  are  others  whose  character  is  i)ut  doubtful,  both  to  themselves 
^d  others. 

However,  our  main  business  is  not  to  lament,  or  aggravate  the  faidts  or  defects  of  others  : 
but  to  amend  our  own.  And  since  tliere  is  reason  to  fear,  that  many  will  hereafter  seek  to 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  shall  not  be  able :  since  we  have  the  prospect  of  a  rest 
remaining  for  the  people  of  God,  let  us  take  heed  that  we  fail  not  thereof.  * 

If  any  are  able  to  assure  their  hearts  before  God,  as  sincere  and  upright,  and  have  a  com- 
fortable  hope  of  the  f\iture  heavenly  inheritance  reserved  for  his  children  :  let  them  take  th^ 
comfort  of  it.  If  ever  we  attain  that  felicity,  we- shall  have  clearer  apprehensions  of  these 
tmiths,  than  now  we  l^ave,  and  shall  be  ennobled  by  them.  Now  we  know  but  in  part,  and 
prqphesy  biTt  in  part,  and  are*  sanctified  but  in  part.  "  But  when  that  which  is  perfect  is 
come,  then  that  which  is  in  part,'*  all  imperfection,  of  every  kind,  ♦•  shall  be  done  away,*'  1  Cor, 
jdii.  9,  10. 


SERMON  VI. 

WISDOM  ATTAINABLE  BY  THOSE  WHO  SEEK  IT. 

/  fore,  them  Aat  love  me.     And  they  tliatseek  me  early ^  sliaUJind  me.    Prov,  viii.  17* 

The  book  of  Proverbs  is  a  large  collection  of  excellent  rules,  maxims,  and  observations,  for  di- 
recting the  conduct  of  men  of  e\exy  age,  and  almost  every  circumstance  and  condition  of  life. 
A  particular  regard  is  herein  had  to  persons  of  tender  age,  unexperienced,  and  entering  into 
the  world.  Colmsels  are  delivered  with  much  affection  and  earnestness.  The  same  things  are 
repeated,  and  inculcated  again  and  again.  The  attention  of  men  is  excited  by  frequent  repre- 
sentations of  the  importance  of  right  conduct,  and  of  the  snares  they  are  exposed  to,  by  which 
tjbey  are  in  danger  of  being  misled  to  their  utter  ruin. 

More  effectually  to  recommend  the  reasonable  and  useful  counsels  and  observations  here 
pn^iosed,  they  are  often  delivered  in  the  name  of  Wisdom.  Wisdom  herself  is  introduced,  as 
teaching  these  things.  So  at  the  beginning  of  this  chapter:  "  Doth  not  Wisdom  cry,  and  Under- 
standing put  forth  her  voice?    She  standeth  in  the  top  of  high  places,  by  the  way,  in  the  places 

of  the  paths  :-^ Unto  you,  O  men,  I  call :  and  my  voice  is  to  tlie  sons  of  men.     And,  as  an 

encouragement  to  all  to  hearken  to  her,  and  pursue  the  rules  she  lays  down,  she  says  in  the 
words  of  the  text :  "  I  love  them  that  love  me :  and  they  that  seek  me  early,  shall  find  me.'* 

If  it  were  a  thing  of  any  moment,  I  might  just  observe  to  you,  that  what  in  our  English 
tzainslation  is  rendered,  seek  early,  is  but  one  word  in  tlie  original.  The  Hebrew  therefore 
inigbt  be  as  well  rendered,  they  that  seek  me,  shall  find  me.  However,  our  translators  have 
not  done  much,  amiss  in  adding  sometliing  concerning  the  best  manner  of  seeking  wisdom :  or 
in  expressing  what  may  be  supposed  to  be  implied  in  the  word*  •*  I  love  them  that  love  me; 
and  they  that  seek  me  early,*'  or  diligently,  "  shall  find  me/* 

vox-   V*  N  • 


Digitized  by 


Google 


00  IVisdom  aftainable  ky  those  Who  seek  it. 

Without  any  fartiier  preface,  I  would  now  immediately  lay  down  the'  metliod  in  wiiich  X 
intend  to  discounse  on  these  words. 

I.  In  the  first  place  I  shall  endeavour  to  shew  how  we  are  to  understand  the  word  wisdcnn^ 
as  used  in  the  boolc  of  Proverbs* 

II.  I  shall  shew  what  is  comprehended  in  wisdom. 

IIL  I  shall  consider,  what  is  to  be  understood  by  loving  wisdom*  and  seeking  it. 

IV.  I  shall  observe  the  encouragement,  here  set  before  men,  to  seek  wisdom :  they  ahall 
find  it. 

V.  And  then  conclude  with  directions  for  the  right  manner  of  seeking  it. 

I.  I  shall  endeavour  to  shew  how  we  are  to  understand  the  word  wisdom  as  used  in  the 
book  of  Proverbs. 

Hereby  some  have  understood  a  real  person,  and  even  a  divine  person.  And  this  thein 
opinion  is  founded  chiefly,  I  thinks  upon  some  expressions  in  this  eighth  chapter.*  As  ver.  15, 
*«  By  me  kings  reign,  and  princes  decree  justice.  By  me  princes  rule,  and  nobles,  and  all  the 
judges  of  the  earth :"  Ana  especially  tliose  words  in  ver.  22,  29 :  *<  The  Lord  possessed  me  in 
the,  beginning  of  his  ways,  before  his  works  of  old.  I  was  set  up  from  everlasting,  from  the 
beginning,  or  ever  the  earth  was." 

But  the  meanfhg  of  these  words  I  take  to  be  this:  *  that  God  himself  is  wise,  and  before  he 

*  created  the  world  he  had  wisdom  in  himself:  and  that  the  laws  of  righteousness,  and  the  rulea 
f  of  right  conduct,  are  everlasting  and  unchangeable.* 

It  is  agreeable  to  the  stile  of  tliis  book,  not  to  understand  by  wisdom  a  real  person,  but  an 
attribute,  or  propei*ty  clothed  with  a  personal  character,  or  a  feigned  personage  introduced.  In 
like  manner  it  has  been  very  common  for  polite  writers  to  introduce  justice,  or  virtue*  or  wis- 
dom, or  prudence,  delivering  rules  and  counsels  to  men,  or  reproving  their  folly  and  extrava- 
gance. Sometimes  they  are  represented  looking  down,  at  other  times  coming  down  from  heaven: 
to  visit  the  abodes  of  mortals:  or,  in  the  style  of  the  Proverbs,  men,  the  sons  of  men:  calliiig 
aloud  to  them,  dehorting  them  fi'om  their  evil  ways,  and  perverse  wanderings,  and  inviting  them 
into  the  paths  of  truth  and  happiness;  which  reason,  and  tlie  considerations  of  their  own  true 
interest  prescribe  to  them.  .  * 

The  personage  introduced  in  this  book  in  the  nam^  and  character  of  wisdom  is  represented  . 
to  be  a  queen,  or  a  wealthy  matron  or  lady :  for  her  servants,  or  attendants,  are  maidens.  She 
is  brought  in  as  a  matron,  living  in  great  credit.  Her  house  is  a  spacious  and  lofty  building,, 
adorned  with  a  magnificent  portico  at  the  entrance,  consisting  of  seven,  or  many  pillars.  She 
there  makes  an  entertainment,  and  invites  people  to  come  and  partake  of  her  provisions  j  tliat 
is,  to  hear  and  receive  the  rules  and  principles  of  knowledge  and  virtue.  . 

This  is  beautifully  expressed  at  the  beginning  of  the  ninth,  the  following  chapter :  "  Wisdom 
has  builded  her  house :  she  has  hewn  out  her  seven  pillars :  she  has  killed  her  beasts.:  she  haa< 
mingled  her  wine  :  she  has  also  fbmished  her  table :  she  has  sent  forth  her  maidens :  she  crieth  ' 
upon  the  highest  places  in  the  city,**  Prov.  i.  21.  Or,  as  in  another  place :  "  She  crieth  in  the 
chief  place  of  concourse,  in  the  openings  of  the  gates.  In  the  city  she  uttereth  her  words  i'*^ 
tliat  is,  in  the  most  public  and  frequented  places,  where  fliere  is  usually  the  greatest  resort  of 
people :  "  Whoso  is.  simple  let  him  turn  in  nither.*'  She  rejects  not  the  weakest,  and  the  m*ost 
deluded.  If  they  will  but  attend,  she  will  teach  them  what  is  fit  and  becoming:  "  Whoso  is 
simple,  let  him  turn  in  hither.  As  for  himthat  wanteth  understanding,  she  says  to  him:  Come 
eat  of  my  bread,  and  drink  of  the  wine  which  I  have  mingled.  Forsake  the  foolish,  and  live ; 
knd  go  in  the  way  of  understanding.** 

•  ^  This  stately  dwelling,  or  palace  of  wisdom,  where  men  may  receive  instruction,  is  alluded 
to  at  ver.  Sl^th  of  this  chapter :  "  Blessed  is  the  man  that  heareth  me  watching  daily  at  my  gates, 
waiting  at  the  posts  of  my  door/' 

'     Moreover  wisdom  is  used  in  this  book,  as  equivalent  to  understanding  or  instruction.  •*  Doth 
not  wisdom  cry?  and  understanding  put  forth  her  voice?'*  Piov.  viii.  1.     **  Happy  is  the  man 
that  findeth  wisdom,  and  the  man  that  getting  understanding,**  ch.  iii.  IS.     And,    **  Take  fast 
hold  of  instruction.    Let  her  not  go.    Keep  her,  for  she  is^  thy  life,**  ch.  iv.  13.  If  understanding  ' 
and  instruction  are  not  persons,  what  reason  is  there  to  think  that  wisdom  is  so  ? 

And  agreeable  to  this  account  is  that  affectionate  counsel :  "  Say  unto  wisdom,  thou  art  my 
sister :  and  to  understanding,  thou  art  my  kinswoman,*'  ch.  vii.  4. 
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The  opinion  therefore,  that  wisdom  is  a  real  person,  or  a  distinct  subsistence,  ^nd  intelhgent 
being,  appears  to  be  without  foimdation.  It  is  much  more  reaisonable  to  suppose,  that  wisdom 
is  oiuy  a  fictitious  character,  or  personage  introduced,  in  prder  to  recommend  to  men  more 
effectually,  and  with  greater  advantage,  those  rules  of  righteousness  which  it  is  of  the  highest 
importance  they  should  regard. 

II.  I  would  now  shew  what  is  comprehended  in  wisdom. 

By  wisdom,  in  general,  we  are  to  understand  the  principles  of  order  and  proportion,  both  in 
the  natural  and  the  moral  world :  or  the  laws  and  rules  of  exact  order  and  proportion  in  the 
things  of  nature,  and  the  rules  of  discreet  and  virtuous  conduct  among  i^ational  and  intelhgent 
beings.  This  is  the  most  general  and  comprehensive  meaning  of  the  word  wisdom.  And  it  is 
plainly  used  in  this  sense  in  the  book  of  Proverbs,  particularly  in  this  chapter. 

1.  It  includes,  I  say,  the  rules  and  principles  of  beauty,  order  and  "j^roportion  in  the  things 
of  nature:  according  to  which  rules  God  made  the  world,  and  disposed  and  adjusted  the  several 
parts  of  it.  So  in  the  27th  and  following  verses  of  this  chapter :  "  When  he  prepared  the 
neavens,  I  was  there :  when  he  set  a  compass  upon  the  face  of  the  depth :  when  he  established 
the  clouds  above :  when  he  strengthened  the  fountains  of  the  deep :  when  he  gave  to  the  sea 
his  decree,  that  the  waters  should  not  pass  his  commandment ;  then  1  was  by  him,  as  one  brought 
up  with  hiiti :  and  I  was  daily  his  delight,  rejoicing  always  before  him.'*  That  is,  all  G^'s 
works  of  creation  were  performed  in  wisdom :  and  it  was  his  will  and  pleasure  to  direct  and 
command  all  things,  according  to  the  most  perfect  rules  of  order  and  proportion.  The  same 
thing  is  expressed  elsewhere  after  this  manner :  "  The  Lord  by  wisdom  nas  founded  the  earth ; 
by  understanding  has  he  established  the  heavens.  By  his  knowledge  the  depths  are  broken  up, 
and  the  clouds  drop  down  the  dew,*'  ch.  iii.  ly,  20.  This  exquisite  order  and  proportion  in  the 
several  parts  of  nature  are  beautifully  and  forcibly  described  in  the  prophet  Isaiah.  "  Who  has 
measured  the  waters  in  the  hollow  of  his  liand?  and  meted  out  heaven  with  the  span,  and  com- 
prehended the  dust  of  the  earth  in  a  measure,  and  weighed  the  mountains  in  scales,  and  th^ 
tills  in  a  balance?''  Is.  xL  12. 

2.  But  though  wisdom  comprehends  in  it  the  rules  of  beauty  and  perfection,  order  and  pro- 
portion,  in  natural  things;  yet  you  cannot  but  be  sensible,  that  what  Solomon  in  this  book 
chiefly  enlarges  upon,  and  most  earnestly  recommends,  is  right  conduct.  Nor  does  he  here 
speak  of  the  sacrifices  of  beasts,  and  ofi^ings  of  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  nor  of  external  washings 
and  purifications:  the  methods  of  which  may  be  various,  where  no  one  of  them  is  of  absolute 
necessity:  But  the  things  he  insists  upon  are  the  rules  and  principles  of  virtuous  conduct:  which 
are  right  and  reasonable  in  themselves,  and  always  and  universally  obligatory. 

And  because  these  moral  rules  and  principles  are  the  subjects  of  his  discourse,  therefore  the 
lessons,  which  wisdom  teaches  and  recommends,  are  represented  and  characterised,  as  right 
things,  as  proclaimed  in  the  most  pubHc  places,  and  as  everlasting,  or  in  being  before  the 
;irorld  was. 

These  rules  and  counsels  of  wisdom  are  said  to  be  right  and  excellent.  Thus  at  tlie  sixth 
verse.  "  Hear,  for  I  will  speak  of  excellent  things :  and  the  opening  of  my  lips  shall  be  right 
things."  *  The  rules,  which  I  deliver :  the  tilings,  I  recommend  to  men,  are  right,  and  fit. 
•  Tlieir  reasonableness  and  usefulness  cannot  be  contested  or  gainsay ed.'  ,  ■  . 

.  They  are  also  represented,  as  proclaimed  in  places  of  the  greatest  resort,  and  indeed  in  all 
places:  because  they  are  obvious  to  men's  reason  and  understanding:  and  there  are  not  a  few 
-who  speak  c^*  them,  and  recommend  them  to  others,  who  are  less  knowing:  and  because  the 
judgment  and  conscience  of  all  men  in  general  assent  to  them,  and  not  seldom  put  them  in 
mind  of  them^  This  is  the  design  of  those  expressions  at  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  and  of 
other  like  expressions  elsewhere.  "  Does  not  wisdom  cry,  and  understanding  put  forth  her 
voice  ?  She  standeth  in  the  top  of  the  high  places,  by  the  way,  in  the  phices  of  the  paths.  She 
crieth  at  the  gates,  at  the  entry  of  the  city,  at  the  coming  in  at  the  doors."  'And  ver.  8,  0, 
**  All  my  words  are  in  righteousness.  There  is  nothing  froward  or  perverse  in  them.  They 
we  plain  to  him  that  understandeth,  and  right  to  them  that  find  knowledge."  Every  whiere 
ker  reasonable  precepts  are  sounding  in  men's  ears,  and  demanding  attention  and  regard. 

They  are  also  always  obligatory.  And  therefore  are  spoken  of  as  ancient,  eternal,  and  unal- 
terable rules  and  maxims,  v^r.  22 — 26.  "  The  Lord  possessed  me  in  the  beginning  of  his  way, 
'^e&re  lus  works  of  <Adu    I  was  set  up  from  everlasting,  from  the  beginning,  or  ever  the  eai:th 
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Vi2A.    When  tliere  were  nd  depths,  I  wad  brought  forth — ^While  as  yet  he  had  not  made  the 
earthy  nor  the  fields,  not-  the  highest  part  of  the  dust  of  the  world/' 

These  are  general  characters  and  properties  of  the  rules  and  principles  of  wisdom,  relating 
to  the  moral  conduct  of  men. 

And  it  should  be  observed,  that  wisdom  with  her  principles,  contains  the  rules  and  maxims 
of  all  ri^ht  conduct,  with  dissuasives  from  every  evil  thing;  particularly  wisdom  includes  these 
several  tnings : 

1.)  The  fear  of  God,  the  first  principle,  and  the  most  important  branch  of  religion :  which 
is  much  spoken  of,  and  greatly  recommended  in  this  book  of  Proverbs,  and  in  the  book  of 
Ecclesiastes,  another  work  of  the  wise  man,  containing  observations  upon  human  affairs,  and 
upon  the  divine  providence  and  government  of  this  world.  "  The  fear  of  the  Lord,'*  says  he^ 
**  is  the  beginning  of  wisdom,"  Prov.  ix.  10;  "  and  the  knowledge  of  the  holy  is  understanding. 
The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  strong  confidence,'*  ch.  xiv.  26.  "  Let  not  thy  heart  envy  sinners ;  but 
be  thou  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  all  the  day  long,*'  ch.  xxiii.  I7.  "  Fear  God,  and  keep  his 
commandments:  for  this  is  the  whole  duty  of  man,"  Eccl.  xii.  13;  the  sum  and  substance  of  hia 
duty,  and  his  main  interest  and  concern. 

2.)  Wisdom,  with  its  principles  and  maxims,  includes  the  rules  and  laws  of  sobriety  and 
moderation  for  all  earthly  things.  "  The  knowledge  of  the  Lord  is  to  hate  evil.  Pride  and 
arrogance,  and  the  evil  way,  and  the  froward  mouth,  do  I  hate,"  Prov.  viii.  13.  And  you  know 
very  well,  that  there  are  in  this  book  many  earnest  dissuasives  from  all  manner  of  excess  and 
intemperance,  and  every  thing  contrary  to  purity.  Ambition,  vain  conceit,  immoderate  love 
of  pleasure  and  riches,  haughtiness  of  speech  and  countenance,  sloth  and  idleness,  are  here  also 
condemned  and  exposed:  and  humility,  modesty,  diligence,  and  a  teachable  and  inquisitive 
temper,  are  frequently  recommended. 

,  3.)  Wisdom  includes  righteousness  and  equity  toward  other  men*  So  this  book  begins : 
"  The  proverbs  of  Solomon :— »to  know  wisdom  and  instruction,  to  perceive  the  instruction  of 
wisdom,  justice  and  equity."  At  the  twentieth  verse  of  the  eighth  chapter :  <«  I  lead  in  the 
midst  of  the  way  of  righteousness,  in  the  midst  of  the  paths  of  judgment."  And  in  the  twenty- 
firat  chapter  is  that  excellent  remark :  "  To  do  justice  and  judgment  is  more  acceptable  to  thel 
Lord,  than  sacrifice,"  ch.  xxi.  3. 

4.)  Beside  all  these  things,  wisdom  includes  prudence,  or  a  becoming  regard,  and  discreet 
concern  for  our  own  interests.  So  Solomon  in  this  chapter,  drawing  the  character  of  wisdom, 
introduces  her,  saying :  "  I  wisdom  dwell  with  prudence.  I  find  out  knowledge  of  witty  inven- 
tions," ch.  viii.  12.  Many  are  the  prudential  airections  and  cautions  which  are  inserted  in  this 
collection  of  wise  and  judicious  maxims  and  observaticms.  And  the  importance  and  the  advan- 
tage of  prudence  are  often  shewn.  It  is  said :  "  The  simple  believeth  every  word :  but  the 
prudent  looketh  well  to  his  going,"  Prov.  xiv.  15,  Agreeably  to  which  the  Psdmist  observes : 
**  A  good  man  will  guide  his  affairs  with  discretion,"  Ps*  cxii.  5.  or,  as  in  tlie  margin  of  our 
Bibles,  with  judgment,  which  is  the  same  thing. 

5.)  Wisdom  includes  the  laws  of  civil  government,  tending  to  the  good  order,  peace  and 
prosperity  of  large  bodies  and  societies  of  men.  Thus  it  is  expressly  said  in  this  chapter: 
"  Counsel  is  mine,  and  sound  wisdom.  I  am  understanding,  I  nave  strength.  By  me  kings 
reign,  and  princes  decree  justice.  By  me  princes  rule,  and  nobles,  even  alTthe  judges  of  the 
earth,"  ver.  14,  15,    ' 

This  is  wisdom.  It  contains  the  principles  of  beauty,  order  and  proportion  in  the  things  of 
nature,  and  all  the  branches  of  good  conduct  in  men :  particularly  the  fear  of  God,  or  a  serious 
and  a\vful,  yet  delightful  and  cheerful  respect  for  the  IMvine  Being,  and  sincere  gratitude  for 
all  his  benents :  sobriety,  or  the  government  of  ourselves,  and  a  just  moderation  of  our  afifections 
for  sensible  things :  justice,  judgment  and  equity  toward  others :  discretion  in  the  management 
of  our  own  affairs :  and  the  just  and  equitable  laws  of  civil  government. 

-  III.  We  should  now  consider,  what  is  to  be  understood  by  loving  wisdom,  and  seeking  it. 

And  hereby  nothing  more  is  meant,  than  a  desire  to  be  wise,  and  endeavours  to  attain  tor 
wisdom.  To  love  wisdom  is  to  esteem  and  prize  it:  to  be  persuaded,  that  its  principles  and 
rules  must  be  right :  and  to  be  desirous  to  know  and  be  acquainted  with  them,  and  the  reasons 
of  them:  together  with  a  sincere  purpose,  and  firm  resolution  of  mind,  to  walk  by  them,  and 
make  them  the  rule  of  our  action.    Such  will  use  the -means  of  improvement.    The  thoughts  or 
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gucli  will  be  much  about  this  matter.  They  will  hearken  to  instruction,  and  attend  to  their 
teachers.  They  will  be  inquisitive,  and  observe,  and  lay  up,  and  meditate  upon  what  they  have 
heard.  They  will  not  be  averse  to  counsel,  or  even  reproof.  This  is  seeking  wisdom.  Such 
are  very  likely  to  succeed  in  their  pursuit,  and  to  obtain  their  wishes  and  desires. 

IV.  Which  brings  lis  to  the  next  point,  the  encouragement  here  afforded,  and  set  before 
men,  in  these  expressions :  **  I  love  them  that  love  me:  and  they  that  seek  me  siiali  find  me. 

Three  things  may  be  reckoned  to  be  implied  in  this  encouragement.     Such  shall  attain  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  wisdom.     They  shall  become  wise,  and  act  wisely  and  vir-. 
tuously.     They  will  have  all  the  advantages  which  are  annexed  to  the  knowledge  and  observa* 
tion  of  wise  counsels  and  maxims. 

1.  They  who  love  wisdom,  and  seek  it,  will  attain  to  the  knowledge  of  its  rules  and  prin- 
ciples, and  the  ways  it  recommends.  It  is  the  design  of  the  undertaking  m  this  book  of  Proverbs, 
as  declared  at  the  beginning,  (as  it  is  also  the  design  of  all  other  like  attempts)  *<to  give  know- 
ledge to  the  simple,  to  the  young  man  knowledge  and  discretion."  And  in  this  eighth  chapter: 
**  All  the  words  of  my  mouth  are  in  righteousness.  They  are  all  plain  to  him  that  understandeth, 
and  right  to  them  that  find  knowledge."  That  is,  the  knowledge  of  them  is  easy  to  be  attained 
by  those  who  are  attentive.  And  they  who  have  so  much  understanding,  as.  to  prize  wisdom, 
will  soon  perceive  how  right  and  reasonable  all  its  rules  anjd  precepts  are. 

Again,  in  the  second  chapter  of  this  book :  "  My  son,  if  thou  wilt  receive  my  words,  and 
hide  my  commandments  with  thee;  so  that  thou  incline  thine  ear  unto  wisdom,  and  apply  thy 
heart  to  understanding:  yea  if  thou  criest  after  knowledge,  and  liflest  up  thy  voice  for  under- 
standing :  if  thou  seekest  for  her,  .as  for  silver,  arid  searchest  for  her,  ^  as  for  hil  treasure  :**  that 
as,  if  tJiou  be  sincere  and  diligent  in  seeking  after  wisdom,  as  what  thou  esteemest  very  valuable: 
«*  then  slialt  thou  understand  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  find  the  knowledge  of  God.  Then  shalt 
thou  understand  righteousness,  and  judgment,  and  equity,  yea  eveiy  good  work. 

They  who  seek  knowledge  and  understanding,  who  are  sincerely  desirous  to  be  informed  in 
.  the  principles  of  wisdom,  will  certainly  become  acquainted  with  all  the  rules  and  precepts  which 
are  of  general  importance,  and  suited  to  their  rank  and  condition. 

2.  If  you  love  and  seek  wisdom,  you  will  become  wise,  discreet  and  virtuous,  and  make  its 
maxims  the  rule  of  your  conduct.  So  Solomon  says  in  the  just  cited,  second  chapter  of  this 
book :  "  When  wisdom  enters  into  thy  heart,  and  knowledge  is  pleasant  to  thy  soul  j  discretion 
shall  preserve  thee,  understanding  s&ail  keep  thee:  to  deliver  thee,  from  the  way  of  the  evil  man, 
from  the  man  that  speaketh  froward  things:  who  leave  the  paths  of  uprightness^  to  walk  in  the 
way  of  darkness.^ 

He  who  loves  wisdom,  and  labours  sincerely  to  be  acquainted  with  ics  principles,  and  per- 
ceives how  right,  and  reasonable  they  are,  must  be  disposed  to  observe  and  follow  them :  and 
will  be  prepared  for,  and  fortified  against  the  enticements  of  sinners,  and  the  specious  pretences 
■of  those  who  speak  froward  and  perverse  things. 

3.  Another  thing  included  in  this  encouragement  is,  that  they  who  love- and  seek  wisdom, , 
shall  have  the  many  advantages  that  are  annexed  to  the  knowledge,  and  practice,  or  observation 
of  wise  rules  and  maxims.  This  must  be  implied  in  the  expressions  here  used  of  wisdom's 
"  loving  them  that  love  her,**  and  being  **  found  erf  them  that  seek  her."  She  will  favour, 
prefer,  and  advance  such,  and  cheerfully  bestow  upon  them  all  the  gifts  and  blessings  which 
are  in  her  disposal,  and  which  indeed  are  great  and  manifold. 

These  are  oftentimes  aflfectionately  set  before  men,  in  a  variety  of  expressions,  in  order  to 
determine  their  right  chcice :  which  cannot  but  be  much  for  their  benefit. 

"  My  son,  forget  not  my  law:  but  let  thy  heart  keep  my  commandments.  For  lenglb  of 
days,  and  long  life,  and  peace  shall  they  add  unto  thee.  Let  not  mercy  and  truth  forsake  thee. 
Bind  them  about  thy  neck,  write  them  upon  tlie  table  of  thy  heart.  So  slialt  thou  find  favour 
and  good  understanding,  [or  acceptance,]  in  the  sight  of  God  and  man,"  Prov.  iii.  1---4.  And 
afterwards :  "  Happy  is  the  man  that  getteth  understanding.  For  the  merchandise  of  it  is 
better  than  the  merchandise  of  silver,  and  the  gain  thereof  than  fine  gold.  She  is  more  precious 
than  rubies.  And  alLthe  things  thou  canst  desire  are  not  to  bie  compared  unto  her.  Length 
of  days  is  in  her  right  hand,  and  in  her  left  hand  riches  and  honour.  Her  ways  are  ways  of 
pleasantness,  and  all  her  paths  are  peace.  She  is  a  tree  of  life  to  tliem  that  lay  hold  of  her> 
aad  happy  is  every  one  that  retaineth  her,"  \tx.  18  ,     IH^   ,  .     . 
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Again ;  "  Keep  my  oommandments,  and  live.  Get  wisdom,  get  umkrstandiog.  Forget  it 
not,  neither  decline  from  the  words  of  my  mouth.  Forsaike  her  not,  and  she  shall  preserve  thee. 
She  shall  bring  thee  to  honour,  when  thou  shalt  embrace  her.  She  shall  give  to  thy  head  an 
ornament  of  grace.  A  crown  of  glory  shall  she  give  unto  thee.  Hear,  my  son,  and  receive 
my  sayings :  and  the  years  of  thy  life  shall  be  many,'*  Prov.  iv.  4 — 10. 

Peace  and  tranmiillity  is  one  great  advantage,  mentioned  in  the  passages  already  citedi 
Again  it  is  said :  "  Thou  shalt  walk  in  thy  way  safely,  and  thy  foot  shall  not  stumble.  When 
thou  liest  down,  thou  shalt  not  he  afraid :  Yea  thou  shalt  lie  down,  and  thy  sleep  shall  be  sweet. 
For  the  Lord  shall  be  thy  confidence,  and  shall  keep  thy  foot  from  being  taken,**  ch.  iii.  23 — 26i 

And  though  it  be  true,  that  a  "  little,  which  a  righteous  man  has,  is  better  than  the  treasurer 
of  many  wicked,*'  Ps.  xxxvii.  l6;  yet  virtue  and  discretion  do  also  tend  to  secure  a  competence; 
^nd  often  add,  or  give,  great  abundance :  as  it  is  said  in  a  place  before  cited:  '<  length  of  days 
is  in  her  right-hand,  and  in  her  left  hand  riches  and  honour,*'  Prov.  iii.  l€.  And,  **  Through 
wisdom  is  an  house  builded,  and  by  understanding  it  is  established.  And  bv  knowledge  shall 
the  chambers  be  filled  with  all  precious  and  pleasant  riches  :'*  that  is,  with  all  things  both 
for  use  and  ornament.  "  A  wise  man  is  strong :  yea  a  wise  man  increaseth  strength,** 
Prov.  xxiv.  3-^5. 

All  these  blessings  are  often,  and  with  great  assurance,  spoken  of  as  advantages  usually 
attending  wisdom  :  or  as  tlie  happy  lot  and  portion  of  those  who  Value  and  seek  it,  and  observe 
and  obey  its  rules  and  directions ;  health  and  long  life,  riches  and  honour^  that  is,  a  compe-  . 
tence,  and  soinetjmes  abundance,  and  credit  and  honour  therewith ;  safety  and  security,  peac6 
and  quietness,  and  great  satisfaction  of  mind. 

V.  I  shall  conclude  all  with  some  directions  concerning  the  right  manner  of  seeking  wisdom* 
Seek  it  early,  diligently,  and  with  continuance,  and  decline  the  society  of  those  who  respect  not 
the  laws  of  wisdom. 

1.  Seek  wisdom  early,  or  without  delay:  now,  immediately,  apply  yourselves  to  the  study 
of  the  principles  of  wisdom,  the  rules  of  right  conduct.  Attend  to  the  instructions  given  you; 
suitable  to  your  age  and  condition,  by  those  who  are  knowing,  and  are  concerned  for  your  weU 
£ure  and  prosperity,  both  in  soul  and  body.  And  now,  immediately,  form  in  your  minds  a. . 
fixed  purpose  and  resolution  g£  living  and  acting  by  those  rules  which  appear  just,  wise,  and 
reasonable. 

2.  Seek  wisdom  diligently.  Let  not  time  run  waste,  without  emplojrment.  Let  not  whole 
days  be  lost  in  9loth  and  idleness:  but  be  concerned  to  make  daily  improvement  in  some  part 
€^  useful  knowledge.  Let  the  rules  and  maxims  of  \risdom  be  thought  of,  and  meditated  upon 
early  and  late.  Let  her  principles  be  familiar  to  your  minds,  and  always  entertaining  and 
delightful.  So  will  they  occur  to  you  when  they  should  be  brought  into  action,  and  when  you 
are  m  danger  of  being  seduced  to  act  contrary  to  them. 

3.  You  must  also  endeavour  to  continue  in  this  your  love  and  aflfection  for  wisdom,  and  care^ 
ful  attention  to  her,  because  of  our  natural  weakness  and  inconstancy,  and  because  there  are 
temptations  and  tempters :  and  you  are  in  danger,  if  you  are  ^fFyour  guard,  of  being  misled  by 
the  enticements,  or  tlie  provocations,  of  those  you  meet  with. 

4.  Therefore  let  me  add :  decline  as  much  as  possible  familiarity  and  intimacy  with  those 
who  shew  no  respect  to  the  laws  of  wisdom:  who  have  little  or  no  worth :  who  possess,  indeed^ 
the  hiiman  shape  and  intellect,  but  aim  at  no  improvement:  who  rashly  and  inconsiderately 
venture  to  make  a  jest  of  sin,  and  'despise  wisdom,  because  it  is  too  high  for  them :  who  are 
pleased  with  the  worthless  trash  of  sensual  enjoyments :  but  have  no  taste  of  perfection  and 
Djeauty,  order  and  proportion,  and  the  principles  thereof,  either  in  the  natural,  or  the  moral 
world:  whose  views  and  prospects  are  narrow  and  confined,  low  and  base,  like  the  "  very  beasts 
that  perish,**  Ps.  xlix.  12,  20;  minding  nothing  but  present  objects:  neither  looking  forward  to 
future  time,  nor  observing  the  consequences  and  tendencies  of  things  present.  Reckon  your- 
selves to  be  above  such  contemptible  people;  and  disdain  to  follow  either  their  counsel  or  their 
example. 

Tiiese  are  they  that  love  wisdom.  These  she  loves.  They  that  so  seek  her  shall  find  her, 
and  be  blessed  with  all  the  precious  things  in  her  gift. 

Let  not,  then,  any  immoderate  love  dP  pleasure,  or  ease,  or  much  riches»  or  high  honour  aad 
preferment,  enter  into  the  mind,  to  damp  tUs  xeasonalileprincipley  this  excellent  and  becomings 
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till?  virtu6us  and  hapeiul  disposition^  the  love  of  wisdom.  But  let  this  aTways  be  the  prevailing, 
th?  governing,  influencing  prindpje  of  your  minds.  "  Exalt  wisdom  and  she  will  promote  you/' 
Esteem  and  study  her  rules  and  maxims,  constantly  obey  her  precepts,  and  decline  not  from 
her  paths.  **  She  will,  then,  bring  you  to  honour^  and  crown  you  with  durable  riches  and 
righteousness.'' 


SERMON  VII. 

LITTLE  CHILDREN.  BROUGHT  TO  CHRIST. 

Then  were  tlicre  brought  unto  him  little  children^  tJiat  he  should  put  Ms  hands  on  thenij  andpraiff. 
And  ike  disciples  rebuJted  them.  But  Jesus  said:  Staffer  Vie  little  children^  andjbrbid  them 
not  to  come  unto  me :  Jbr  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  And  he  laid  Jus  hands  o»  tliem^ 
Matt.  xix.  13,  14,  15. 

It  was  now  near  the  conclusion  of  our  Saviour^s  ministry  and  life  on  this  earths  Me  was  in  as 
place  beyond  Jordan,  from  whence  he  went  up  to  Jerusalem,  where  he  suffered. 
- '  This  particular  history  being  related  by  three  evangelists,  it  is  likely,  that  it  contains  some- 
thing which  may  be  of  use  for  our  direction  or  encouragement.  St.  John  indeed  has  not  taken 
any  notice  of  it.  But  you  are  sensible,  that  he  had  seen  the  three  former  gospels  before  he 
wrote :  and  therefore  he  very  rarely  gives  an  account  of  such  things  as  had  beea  sufficiently^ 
related  already  by  one  or  more  of  tiie  other  evangelists. 

In  St.  Mark's  gospel  this  history  is  recorded  after  this  manner,  ch.  x.  13  r  "  And  they 
brought  young  children  unto  him,  that  he  should  touch  them..  And  his  disciples  rebuked  those 
that  brought  them.  14.  But  when  Jesus  saw  it,  he  was  much  displeased,  and  said  unto  them  ^ 
Sofier  little  children  to  come  unto  me,  and  forbid  them  not;  fbr  of  such  is  th«  kingdom  of  God. 
15.  Verily,  I  say  unto  you :  whosoever  shall  not  receive  the  kingdom  of  God  as  a  little  child, 
he  shall  not- enter  therein*  16.  And  he  took  them  up  in^  his  arms,  put  his  hands  upoir  them» 
and  blessed  them." 

St.  Luke  says,  ch.  xviii.  15 :  "  And  they  brought  imto  him  also  infants,  that  he  would  tduch: 
them.     But  when  the  disciples  saw  it,  they  rebuked  them.     1&.  But  Jesus  called  them  unto- 
him,  and  said:  Suflfer  little  childreato  come  unto  me,  and  forbid  them  not:  for  of  such  is  the 
kingdom  of  God.     17*  Verily,,  I  say  unto  you:  Whosoever  shall  not  receive  the  kingdom  of^ 
God  as  a  little  child,  shall  not  enter  therein  ."^ 

Tlieae  are  the  accounts  which  the  evangelists  have  given  us  of  this  matter, 

I  shall  endeavour  to  make  an  improvement  of  l^s^  history  by  considering  these  several 
particidars:  ^ 

I*  Who  were  now  brought  ta  Christ. 

II*  For  what  end  they  were  brought  to  him.. 

III.  The  reception  he  gave  them  y  which  at  the  very  first  view  mxy  be  perceived  to  be  kind 
anii  gracious. 

I V .  The  declaration  made  concerning,  them,  that  "  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven,*'  or 
■»  the  kingdom  of  God." 

1.  The  first  particular  to  be  considered  by  us  is>  who  were  now  brought  to  Christ. 

In  St.  Matthew  they  are  styled  little  children.  In  one  place  of  St.  Mark  we  have,  in  our 
version,  young  children  r  but  in  the  original  it  is  still  one  and  the  same  word;  which  therefore 
dmR^hout  those  two  evangelists  should  be  uniformly  rendered  little  children^ 

In  St.  Luke  they  are  called  infants  i  a  word,  which,  as  the  critics  in  the  Greek  language^ 
Wf^  comprehends  any  children  from  the  time  of  their  birth,  till  they  are  four  years  of  age.  It 
k-tlie  same  word  which  we  liave  in  another  text:  **  Knowing,  that  from  a  child  thou  hast  known 
tie  h<Jy  scriptures,*'  .2  Tim.  iii.  15.  . 

That  these  were  little  children  may  be  inferred  from  a  circumstance  mentioned  in  St.  Mark, 
Aat  Jesus  ^*  took  them  in  his  arms.'' 

Their  tender  age  may  be  argued  likewise  from  hence :  that  it  is  not  said  of  Christ,  that  he 
tai^it  them^  or  asked  them  any  q[uestions«. 
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I  choose  not  to  argue  from  the  expression  of  their  being  brought  to  Chrigt :  not  thinking  it 
sufficient  to  prove,  that  they  were  carried  in  arms.  For  the  phrase  may  be  used  of  such  as  are 
led,  conducted,  guided  to  a  place  or  person. 

Upon  the  whole  we  may  rconclude,  I  think,  that  they  were  what  they  are  called  by  the 
evangelists,  little  children,  or  infants.  None  of  them  were  arrived  to  the  full  exercise  of  reason: 
and  some  of  them  might  be  carried  in  the  arms  of  their  friends. 

II.  The  next  particular  to  be  considered  by  us  is,  what  views  they  had  "who  brought  these 
little  children  to  Jesus :  or,  for  what  end  they  were  brought  to  him. 

It  does  not  appear  that  they  were  brought  to  Jesus  to  be  healed  by  him  of  any  sickness,  or 
weakness,  which  they  were  afflicted  with  :  for  there  is  nothing  of  that  kind  hinted  in  any  of  the 
evangelists,  though  no  less  than  three  of  them  have  recorded  this  history.  And,  if  that  liad  been 
the  ease,  the  disciples,  it  is  likely,  would  not  have  rebuked  the  persons  who  came  with  these 
children.  For  before  now  there  had  been  such  applications  made  to  our  Lord  by  many  perBons, 
not  only  for  themselves,  but  for  others  also  :  for  their  friends,  or  their  children,  or  their  servants. 

For  what  end  and  purpose,  then,  may  some  say,  should  these  little  children  be  brought  to 
Jesus,  who  were  so  young  as  to  have  little  or  no  exercise  of  reason  and  understanding,  and 
must  therefore  have  been  incapable  of  receiving  instruction  ? 

That  we  may  the  better  answer  this  inquiry,  we  should  attend  to  the  evangelists'  expressions. 
St.  Mark  says,  <*  they  brought  little  children  to  Jesus,  that  he  should  touch  them.*'  St.  Luke : 
"  they  brought  unto  him  also"  or  even  "  infants,  that  he  should  touch  them.**  But  in  our  text, 
in  St.  Matthew,  it  is  said :  *'  that  he  should  put  his  hands  on  them,  and  pray.**  And  it  is  likely,  that 
this  is  the  meaning  of  all  the  evar\gelists :  it  having  been  common  among  the  Jews,  to  my  the 
hand  upon  those  whom  they  blessed:  or  for  whom  they  prayed  to  God,  that  he  would  blew 
them.  So,  when  Jacob  blessed  the  two  sons  of  Joseph  in  Egypt,  a  little  before  his  death,  he  laid 
his  hands  upon  each  of  them,  Gen.  xlviiL  14* 

These  persons  therefore,  here  spoken  of,  brought  these  "little  children**  to  Jesus,  that  he. 
"  might  lay  his  hands  upon  them  and  bless  them.'*  .  They  had  a  high  opmion  of  the  piety  of 
Jesus,  and  of  his  interest  in  the  divine  favour.     Probably  they  were  disciples,  or  believers,  such 
as  took  Jesus  for  a  prophet,  and  even  the  great  prophet  who  was  to  come,  the  Messiah.    And  they 
were  desirous  that  their  children  should  receive  a  olessing  from  him. 

Some  may  be  apt  to  think,  this  must  have  been  a  superstitious,  and  fond  conceit  of.  these 
persons.  To  which  I  would  answer,  that,  probably,  it  was  not  entirely  so.  For  in  that  case  Jesus 
would  not  have  shewn  them  such  regard.  It  cannot  be  thought,  that  our  Lord  would  counte- 
nance an  action,  that  was  altogether  unreasonable,  and  quite  destitute  of  all  good  foundation. 
And  supposing,  that  there  was  a  mixture  of  some  wrong  views  in  this  conduct,  the  Lord  Jesus 
was  more  gracious  than  to  reject  these  persons,  or  condemn  their  design  upon  that  account* 
The  twelve  disciples  had  not  been  perfectly  disinterested,  or  free  from  all  secular  views,  in  coming 
to  him  and  following  him.  Yet  he  was  well  pleased  with  their  attendance  on  him :  and  he  pro- 
mised them  a  reward  for  it  if  they  continued  to  act  as  disciples  with  sincerity^  though  they  still 
wanted  a  sinless  perfection,  and  had  not  a  wisdom  void  of  all  defects,  Luke  xxii.  28—80, 

III.  The  tlrird  thin^  is  the  reception  he  gave  tliese  children :  which  at  tlie  very  first  view,  we 
plainly  perceive  to  be  kind  and  gracious.' 

.  The  disciples  rebuked  those  who  brought  them.  Tliey  turned  them  away,  as  impertinent  and 
troublesome.  They  refused  them  admission  to  the  presence  of  their  Master,  and  reproved  their 
design  in  coming  to  him.  But  when  Jesus  perceived  what  had  been  done,  he  was  much  dis- 
pleased, aud  said  unto  them,  "  Suffer  the  little  children  to  come  unto  me,  and  forbid  them  not  ;*' 
nor  their  friends,  who  would  bring  tliem  to  me.  And  those  in  particular,  who  were  now  brought 
to  him,  he  received.  Some  of  them  he  "  took  up  into  his  arms,**  and  affectionately  embraced, 
them  :  on  ail  he  **  laid  his  hands,  and  blessed  them.** 

How  he  blessed  them,  or  prayed  for  them,  the  evangelists  have  not  said  particularly :  but  we 
may  reasonably  conclude,  that  he  offered  up  to  the  Father  some  prayers  for  them,  suited  to  the. 
doctrine  taught  by  him. 

Possibly  he  presented  some  requests,  agreeing  witli  the  prayer  he  had  given  to  his  disciples. 

Or,  he  prayed  for  them  *  that  they  might  know  God,  and  him  whom  he  had  sent,  so  as  to 
<  j)btain  evenasting  life.* 
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Or,  *  ^tber,  tenctify  these  little  children  through  thy  truth :  thy  word  is  truth/ 
Or,  *  I  pray  not,  that  thou  shouldst  how  take  them  to  thyself  out  of  this  world,  thouglj  it  be 
•a  world  of  snares  and  sorrows :  but  1  pray  that  thou  wilt  keep  them  from  the  evil  of  the  world. 

•  Father,  keep  through  thy  own  name  these  little  ones,  which  have  been  now  brought  ujito  me/ 

In  some  such  way  as  this  we  may  suppose  he  blessed  these  little  children,  or  prayed  for  them 
and  recommended  them  to  God ;  that  is  in  a  manner  becoming  his  affectionate  concern  for  their 
real  welfare  and  everlasting  happiness,  and  his  near  relation  aiid  intimate  union  with  the  Father. 

IV.  The  fourth  and  last  tlung  to  be  observed  by  us  is  Christ's  declaration  concerning  these 
littl?  children :  "  Of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven." 

So  here  in  St.  Matthew.  But  in  the  two  other  evangelists  the  expression  is :  "  Of  such  is 
the  kingdom  of  God.'*  Which  two  expressions  are  equivalent,  denoting  one  and  the  same  thing ; 
the  gospel  dispensation,  the  state  of  things  under  tne  Messiah,  or  the  church  and  kingdom  of 
God  on  earth,  in  which  men  are  prepared  for  the  heavenly  state,  the  church  and  kingdom  of 
God  above :  therefore  John  the  Baptist  said  :  "  Repent  ye,  for  the  kiLgdom  of  God  is  at  hand,'* 
Matt.  iii.  S;  ch.  iv  .17.     And  so  Jesus  preached  likewise. 

"  Of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven :"  that  i^,  of  such  consists  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Or, 
to  suchT>elongs  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  with  its  privileges :  such  as  these  are  the  members  and 
subjects  of  God's  churcn  and  kingdom  on  earth,  and  heurs  of  his  kingdom  in  heaven,  with  all  its 
riches  imd  glory. 

The  chief  difficulty  is  to  determine  the  meaning  of  the  word  such :  there  being,  as  it  is  thought, 
an  ambiguity  in  that  expression.  Atad  it  may  be  questioned  whether  we  are  hereby  to  understand, 
of  such  as  resemble  these  little  children  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven :  or  of  such  little  children  as 
these.  1  shall  therefore  observe  to  you,  how  these  words  are  paraphrased  by  some  pious  and 
learned  expositors  of  scripture. 

Upon  tnese  words  an  *  ancient  writer  observes :  •  Christ  does  not  say,  of  these,  but  of  such  is 

•  the  Kingdom  of  heaven  :  that  is,  of  persons  of  simplicity,  who  are  innocent,  and  free  from  vice 
«  and  wickedness.'  A  modern  writer  ^  explains  the  words  in  this  manner :  *  Of  these,  and  such 
/like.  Christ  does  not  exclude  children,  when  he  includes  the  adult,  who  are  like  them.' 
Another  learned  interpreter '  of  our  time  thus  paraphraseth  the  words  of  the  text.  *Do  not 
'  hinder  little  children  from  coming  to  me.  For  it  is  these,  and  men  qualified  like  these,  with 
'  innocence,  humiUty,  and  a  teachahle  disposition,  free  from  all  prejudices,  and  customs  of  sinning, 
'  that  are  the  only  fit  persons  to  be  made  members  of  my  church  on  earth,  and  inheritors  of  the 

•  kingdom  of  God  in  heaven.' 

And  we  are  farther  assured,  that  our  Lord  intended  to  say  :  *  Of  such  as  are  like  these  little 

•  children  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven ;'  because  he  does  expressly  recommend  resemblance  in  what 
foQows  in  St.  Mark  and  St.  Luke.  "  Verily,  I  say  unto  you :  Whosoever  shall  not  receive  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  as  a  little  child,  shall  not  enter  therein."  And  I  think,  the  other  sense, 
though  not  so  certain,  ought  not  to  be  quite  set  aside :  that  is,  *  to  these  and  such  little  children, 

•  (as  well  as  those  who  are  like  them)  belongs  the  kingdom  of  heaven.' 

However,  it  is  fit  we  should  consider  what  Christ  recommends  in  these  words,  and  wherein 
they  who  are  adult,  and  grown  up  to  years  of  understanding,  ought  to  resemble  little  children.  ^ 
Let  me  mention  three  or  lour  things :  freedom  from  prejudice,  or  openness  to  conviction  :  free- 
dom from  pride,  or  humility:  freedom  from  worldly  afiections,  or  indifference  to  earthly  things : 
and  finally,  freedom  from  custom  of  sinning,  or  innocence. 

1.  One  thing  observable  in  little  children  is  freedom  from  prejudices,  or  openness  to  con- 
viction ;  which  is  one  great  part  of  a  teachable  disposition.  Indeed^  they  do  not  Know  the  truth. 
But  dien,  neither  are  uiey  prejudiced  against  it :  and  by  Uiat  means  they  are  ready  to  receive  it, 
when  proposed  to  them.  This  is  a  property  which  all  ought  to  aim  at,  and  to  preserve  so  long 
as  they  are  imperfect  in  knowledge.  The  want  of  this  temper  hindered  tlie  Jews  from  receiving 
Jesus,  and  the  truths  he  taught.  They  had  a  prejudice,  a  false  and  groundless  notion,  that  the 
expected  Messiah  would  be  an  earthlv  prince  and  poweiful  monarch,  and  would  set  up  a  worldly 
kingdom  on  this  earth ;  in  the  civil  advantages  of  which  his  servants  and  followers  should  partake: 
whereas  it  was  a  spiritual  empire  in  the  hearts,  and  over  the  lives  of  men,  and  a  kingdom  of 
ri|^teousne8s  that  he  was  to  introduce,  in  order  to  prepare  men  for  the  services  and  enjoyments 
at  the  heavenly  life. 

•  llienphjl.  io  Etang.  p.  112.        /  *  Iaxc,  Bra.  ip.  Pol.  Sjm.  «  Dr.  Su  Ckrke. 

vol..  V.  o 


Digitized  by 


Google 


98  Littk  Children  brought  to  Christ. 

It  xnust  be  of  great  advantage,  to  be  free  from  that  prejudice,  or  any  other  like  it :  ^nd  to  be 
determined  to  quit  arty  notion,  when  good  evidence  to  the  contrary  is  produced. 

2.  Another^thing  observable  in  children,  and  in  which  others  ought  to  resemble  them,  is  free- 
dom from  pride  or  humility.  This  temper  also  renders  men  teachable  and  tractable,  and  suscep^ 
tible  of  improvement  in  knowledge  and  virtue :  whereas  conceit  is  a  most  effectual  bar  to 
improvement  of  every  kind.  They  who  are  opinionated  of  their  knowledge  and  wisdom,  or  of 
their  eminent  character,  and  noble  exploits  and  services,  will  not  bear  to  be  admonished,  nor 
submit  to  receive  new  truths  and  farther  discoveries,  how  well  soever  recommended. 

Here  we  cannot  avoid  recollecting  those  words  of  our  Lord,  where  he  expresseth  his  cheerful 
acquiescence  in  the  success  of  his  ministry,  and  says :  "  I  thank  thee,  O  Father,  Lord  of  heaven 
aod  earth :  because  thou  hast  hid  these  things  from  the  wise  and  prudent,  and  hast  revealed 
them  unto  babes,**  Matt.  xi.  25. 

"Hid  from  the  wise  and  prudent :''  not  from  those  who  were  really  so :  but  from  those  who 
were  so  esteemed  by  many,  and  who  were  opinionated  of  their  own  knowledge  and  wisdom,  and 
their  reputation  in  the  world:  whilst  the  doctrines  and  truths  of  the  gospel  were  understood^ 
believed,  and  embraced  by  babes  :  men  of  inferior  station  and  condition,  meaner  attainments,  and 
less  conceited  of  themselves,  and  perhaps  despised  by  others.  But  not  being  greatly  conceited, 
they  hearkened  to  instruction,  and  discerned  and  embraced  the  truths  taught  and  proposed  to  them. 

3.  Another  thing  observable  in  children  is  freedom  from  earthly  affections,  or  indifference 
about  the  great  things  of  this  world :  such  as  riches,  honour,  and  preferment.  This  is  so  obvious^ 
not  only  in  little  children  and  infants,  but  in  all  very  young  persons  in  general,  that  parents,  and 
others  of  experience  in  life,  are  oftentimes  not  a  little  concerned  at  it,  lest  they  should  not  duly 
regard  their  temporal  interests.  And  they  think  it  expedient  to  shew  them  the  use  and  vsdue  ot 
these  things,  and  by  frequent  observations  infuse  at  least  a  small  degree  of  ambition,  and  some 
worldly-mindedness  into  their  constitution. 

,But  our  blessed  Lord,  without  undervaluing,  or  depreciating  any  of  the  comforts  of  this  lifd^, 
recommends,  and  highly  esteems,  as  you  well  know,  a  judicious  contempt  of  all  earthly  things,, 
and  a  determined  preference  of  truth  and  integrity,  the  favour  of  God,  and  a  title  to  the  hea- 
venly happiness,  above  all  earthly  honours,  possessions  and  enjoyments.  And  he  often  declarei^ 
that  he  who  is  not  willing  to  part  with  what  he  has  of  these  things  for  his  sake,  if  the  circum- 
stances he  is  brought  into  should  require  it,  cannot  be  his  disciple,  or  approve  himself  a  lovet 
of  truth. 

The  necessity  of  resembling  little  children  in  indifference  to  riches,  or  in  a  freedom  frond 
inordinate  affection  for  them,  is  illustrated  by  a  history,  which  follows  the  text,  of  the  rich  man^ 
who  when  directed  by  Christ  to  go,  and  sell  what  he  had,  and  give  to  the  poor  j  assuring  hhti 
withal,  that  then  he  should  have  treasure  in  heaven  j  "  went  away  sorrowful,  for  he  had  great 
possessions.** 

The  necessity  of  resembling  little  children  in  freedom  from  ambition,  or  an  immoderate  desire 
of  grandeur  and  preferment,  Christ  taught  his  own  disciples  in  particular.  For,  when  they  had 
asked  him,  "  who  should  be  greatest  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven,*'  supposing  the  kingdom  of  the 
Messiah  would  have  in  it  much  honour  and  power,  "  he  called  a  little  child  unto  him,  and  set 
him  in  the  midst  of  them,  and  said :  Verily,  I  say  unto  you,  except  ye  be  converted,  and  become 
as  little  children,  ye  shall  not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Whosoever  therefore  shall 
humble  himself,  as  this  little  child,  the  same  is  greatest  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven,**' 
Matt,  xviii.  1 — 4. 

4.  Another  thing,  in  which  others  ought  to  resemble  little  children,  is  freedom  from  custom  of" 
sinning,  or  innocence.  Little  children,  and  infants,  such  as  most,  or  all  those  were  who  were 
now  brought  to  Christ,  are  universally  flowed  to  be  free  from  actual  sin.  They  have  as  yet 
made  no  wrong  choice :  they  have  done  no  evil  thing.  And  others,  who  have  sinned,  in  order 
to  partake  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  are  to  become  like  them,  by  washing  away  their  sins  with  the 
tears  of  unfeigned  sorrow,  by  reformation  and  amendment,  by  ceasing  to  da  evil,  and  being  free 
from  the  habitual  and  allowed  practice  of  all  iniquity. 

Of  such  as  these  consists  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  To  those  who  in  these  things  resenable 
little  children  belongs  the  kingdom  of  God.  Such  will  receive  the  gospel.  They  will  come  into 
the  kingdom  of  the  Messiah.  They  will  continue  true  members  and  faithful  subjects  of  it,  and 
finally  inherit  all  the  glory  and  happiness  of  the  kingdom  of  God  above*. 
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V.  leaving  considered  th^se  several  paiticulars,  let  us  now  make  a  farther  improvement  in 
some  reflections. 

1.  The  doctrine  of  this  text  may  afford  comfortable  thoughts  concerning  such  as  die  in  infancy, 
or  in  very  early  age,  before  they  have  done  good  or  evil.  Christ,  speaking  of  little  children,  says : 
<<  Of  such  is  the  Kingdom  of  heaven."  If  he  do  not  clearly  say,  of  these,  and  such  like  children, 
yet  he  certainly  says,  of  such  as  resemble  them  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  And  if  we  should  not 
suppose  him  to  say  expressly  more  than  that,  yet  it  is  sufficient  to  fill  us  with  comfortable  appre- 
hensions concerning  those  who  are  removed  hence  in  very  early  life.  For  it  cannot  be  easily 
admitted,  that  they  should  perish  everlastingly,  who  are  set  before  otliers  as  emblems  of  sim- 
plicity, innocence  and  humility,  and  patterns  of  imitation  and  resemblance. 

To  these  do  not  belong  the  characters  of  those  whom  Christ  will  bid  depart  from  him.  They 
are  not  workers  of  iniquity.  They  have  not  refused  to  entertain  and  relieve  the  afflicted  and 
persecuted  followers  of  Jesus  on  earth.  He  has  declared,  that  "  they  who  do  not  receive  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  as  a  little  child,  shall  not  enter  therein.**  And  can  it  be  thought  that  little 
children  shall  be  excluded  ? 

2.  This  text  teaches  us  to  be  cautious,  how  we  disparage  the  human  nature,  and  say,  that  it 
is  in  its  original  conception  corrupt,  depraved  and  defiled.  Our  Lord  seems  not  to  have  acknow- 
ledged any  original  depravity  of  our  nature :  for  he  recommended  a  resemblance  of  little  children 
to  his  disciples,  and  otliers.  And  when  little  children  were  brought  unto  him,  he  expressed  af- 
fection for  them.  He  embraced  tliem,  and  blessed  them,  and  said,  "Of  such  is  the  kingdom 
of  heaven.** 

They  who  vilify  nature,  do,  in  effect  (though  perhaps  unwittingly,  and  undesignedly) 
reproach  the  Author  of  nature. 

Solomon,  after  an  attentive  survey  of  the  afl&irs  of  this  world,  and  particularly  the  n^any  dis- 
orders therein,  was  fully  persuaded  of  this  truth :  "  This  only  have  I  found,**  says  he,  "  that 
God  made  man  upright.     But  they  have  sought  out  many  inventions,**  Ecc.  vii.  29. 

St.  PAuI  when  he  proves  all  men,  both  Jews  and  Gentiles,  "guilty  before  God,**  Rom.  iii.  I9f 
iiU^es  not  their  bad  nature,  but  their  evil  practices. 

Some  indeed  are  early  drawn  aside  into  evil  courses  by  the  snares  of  this  world ;  which  occa- 
Jikmed  the  Psalmist  to  say  hyperbolically  of  some  wicked  men :  "  They  are  estranged  from  the 
womb.  They  go  asti'ay  as  soon  as  they  are  born,**  Ps.  Iviii.  3.  And  in  like  manner  David,  after 
the  commission  of  the  great  sins  he  had  fallen  into,  recollects  also  his  past  sins,  and  says :  "he 
had  been  shapen  in  iniquity,  and  in  sin  did  his  mother  conceive  him,**  Ps.  li.  7;  that  is,  he  laments 
his  too  great  propensity  to  some  sins,  and  humbly  owns,  that  even  in  early  life  he  had  done  things 
which  he  ought  to  repent  of,  and  blame  himself  for.  But  he  is  here  speaking  of  himself,  or  hfs 
own  particular  constitution,  not  of  all  men  in  general. 

The  scripture  does  not  ascribe  the  difficidty  of  reforming  great  sinners  to  the  badness  of  their 
nature,  but  to  the  evil  habits  they  have  contracted :  representing  it  as  very  unlikely,  that  they 
should  "  do  good,  who  had  been  accustomed  to  do  evil,**  Jcr.  xiii.  23. 

St.  Paul  reminds  the  Ephesians,  that  once,  iv  their  Gentile  state,  "  they  were  dead  in  tres- 
passes and  sins,**  Eph.  ii.  1.  Which  expression,  however,  can  never  be  applied  to  infants.  And 
with  the  apostle,  a  life  in  sin  is  not  life  but  death.  As  he  says  elsewliere :  **  She  that  liveth  in 
pleasure,  is  dead,  while  she  liveth,**  1  Tim.  v.  6.  And  what  follows,  shews,  that  he  means  prac- 
tice of  sinning,  or  actual  and  wilful  sins.  "Wherein,**  says  he  to  those  Ephesians,  "in  time 
past  ye  walked,  according  to  the  course  of  this  world,**  Eph.  ii.  2. — He  proceeds :  "  Among 
whom  also  we  all,**  we  Jews  also,  for  the  most  part,  and  generally,  "  had  our  conversation  in 
times  past,  in  the  lusts  of  our  flesh,  fulfilling  the  desires  of  the  flesh,  and  of  the  mind :  and  were 
by  nature,**  in  our  former  state,  before  we  were  enlightened  by  the  gospel,  "childi'en  of  wrath,*' 
deservedly  exposed  to  punishment,  "  as  well  as  others,'*  ver.  3.  **  But  God  who  is  rich  in  mercy, 
for  his  great  love,  wherewith  he  loved  us,  even  when  we  were  dead  in  sins,  has  quickened  us 
together  with  Christ.— —And  hath  raised  us  up  together,  and  made  us  sit  together,  in  heavenly 
places  in  Christ,**  ver.  4,  5,  6.  The  whole  context  shews,  that  the  apostle  is  not  speaking  of 
punishment  due  to  natural  corruption,  but  to  actual  sin.  Nor  does  he  say.  And  indeed  we  all 
are,  but  "  were  by  nature  children  of  wrath.**  So  we  were  when  we  "  had  our  conversation  in 
the  lusts  of  om-  flesh.*^  But  God  in  his  great  mercy  had  tlirougli  Jesus  Christ  delivered  the 
Ephesiansy  and  others,  from  that  «tate  of  sin  and  misery. 
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We  are  weak  and  frail,  and  liable  to  temptations.  But  we  can  easily  conceive  how  God 
may  treat  such  creatures  wisely  and  equitably.  He  will  shew  his  displeasure  against  the  pre- 
sumptuous,  and  even  the  careless.  And  he  will  reward  the  obedient,  the  careful  and  watchfiil. 
But  we  are  not  able  to  conceive  how  God  should  reject  and  condemn  any  for  what  is  not  owing 
to  choice,  but  nature. 

Some  men  will  confess  the  corruption  of  their  nature.  But,  I  apprdiend,  it  must  be  truer 
humility,  for  a  man  seriously,  and  sincerely,  without  reserve,  to  confess  all  his  sins  in  thought, 
word,  and  deed,  against"  God  and  his  neighbour.  The  former  is  only  an  acknowledgment  <rf* 
supposed  corruption,  common  to  all ;  and  may  be  attended  with  spintual  pride,  and  scornful 
disdain  of  others.  But  to  confess  sincerely  all  our  own  sins  and  faults  is  true  humility.  This 
humility  is  a  virtue  in  such  creatures  as  we  are,  and  the  ground  of  other  virtues.  It  is  also 
acceptable  to  God.  And  **  whosoever  confesseth  and  forsaketh  his  sins,  shall  have  mercy,** 
Kov.  xxviii.  13. 

3.  This  history  teaches  us  the  right  of  young  persons  to  be  present  at  the  worship  of  God : 
and  seems  to  hold  forth  the  duty  of  those  under  whose  care  they  are,  to  bring  them  early  to  it. 
Some  brought  little  children  to  Christ,  that  he  m^ht  lav  his  hands  on  th^em,  and  bless  them. 
And  he  received  them,  and  did  as  he  was  desired.  Though  children  do  not  understand  every 
thing  that  is  said,  yet  they  have  ears  to  hear,  and  eyes  to  see,  and  will  observe.  And  gradually 
a  reverence  for  the  Divine  Being,  and  an  apprehension  and  persuasion  of  invisible  things,  will 
be  formed  in  their  minds,  and  such  principles  implanted  in  them,  as  will  bring  forth  good  fruit. 

4w  We  may  infer  from  this  history,  that  it  is  not  below  persons  of  the  greatest  eminence  for 
wisdom  and  piety  to  shew  affection  and  tenderness  for  Httle  children.  Jesus  Christ  is  a  good 
pattern  for  imitation  in  all  his  condescensions.  And  his  disciples  should  do  as  he  has  done.  Let 
us  receive  kindly,  and,  as  we  are  able,  recommend  to  the  divine  favour  and  protection  such  little 
children  as  Jesus  himself,  when  on  earth,  received  and  blessed. 

5.  We  hence  learn,  that  all  of  us  arrived  to  }^ars  of  knowledge  and  understanding  should 
lee  to  it,  that  we  bear  a  resemblance  to  little  children:  for  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

Let  us  be  always  like  tliem  in  freedom  from  prejudices,  being  open  to  conviction,  disposed  to 
leiam,  and  make  further  improvement  by  all  discoveries  proposed  to  us. 

Let  us  resemble  them  also  in  humility*  or  freedom  from  pride,  and  high  conceit  of  ourselves: 
which  obstructs  improvement,  excites  to  a  haughty  and  imperious  behaviour,  and  disposes  to 
strife  and  contention,  anger  and  resentment. 

Let  us  resemble  them  in  indifference  about  worldly  things,  or  a  freedom  from  ah  inordinate 
affection  for  riches,  honour  and  preferment,  pre-eminence  and  authority. 

Lastly,  let  us  resemble  them  in  innocence,  being  as  free  from  all  evil  practices  as  possible. 

In  a  word,  according  to  this  observation  of  our  Lord,  we  should  always  endeavour  to  be,  in 
many  respects,  what  we  once  were,  and  what  we  still  see  little  xrhildren  to  be.  So  shall  we  do 
no  evil.     So  shall  we  be  Israelites  indeed,  in  whom  is  no  guile. 

6;  This  history  affords  encouragement  to  young  persons  arrived  to  the  use  of  reason  and  un- 
derstanding to  come  to  Christ,  and  offer  up  themselves  to  God  in  and  through  him.  Jesus  received 
the  little  children  who  were  brought  to  him ;  and  he  proposed  them  to  others  as  patterns  of  re- 
semblance, they  being  free  from  customs  of  sinning.  But  after  all,  they  were  rather  emblems  of 
yirtue,^  than  virtuous  themselves.  Much  more  men  will  they  be  received  by  him,  who  being 
still  without  guile,  have  an  actual  propensity  and  disposition  to  virtue  and  goodness.  If  you 
shpuld  neglect  yourselves,  when  you  have  attained  to  the  use  of  vour  rational  powers,  and 
are  entering  into  the  world,  bad  principles  and  habits  will  grow  up,  like  weeds  in  a  rich  soil,  of 
which  noe  care  is  taken :  and  you  will  soon  lose  all  that  innocence  and  simplicity  which  endears 
children  to  the  Lord  Jesus. 

Let  me  therefore  propound  to  you  the  few  fonowinc-  counsels  and  directions. 

1.)  Be  indhced  to  give  up  yourselves  to  God  with  deliberation,  and  with  all  the  seriousness 

.  and  solemnity  you  are  able,  engaging  and  resolving,  that  you  will  not  sin  against  him,  or  do 

any  Uiing  contrary  to  his  holy  commandments,  so  far  as  you  are  acquainted  with  them.     Such  a 

fixed  ana  deliberate  purpose  and  resolution  of  mind„  once  formed^  may  be  of  great  and  lasting 

jidvantage  to  you. 

2.)  Be  diligent,  and  improve  your  time  for  gaining  knowle%e.  You  are  not  to  be  like 
Ikile  children  in  every  thing.    You  should  resemble  them  in  innocence :  but  in  *'  understanding 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Little  Children  brought  to  Christ.  101 

you  are  to  be  men/'  1  Cor.  xiv.  20,  Beside  attendl^  to  the  instructions  you  receive,  in  order  to 
qualify  you  for  some  honest  and  reputable  employment,  whereby  you  may  gain  a  subsistence, 
without  being  burthensome  to  any,  and  may  be  useful  to  others:  as  you  have  opportunity, 
^nploy  yourselves  in  reading  the  scriptures,  especially  the  history  of  the  Patriarchs,  in  Genesis^ 
and  the  Psalms,  the  Proverbs,  the  Gospels,  and  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles :  and  indeed  all  the 
books  of  the  New  Testament,  and  also  other  useful  and  instructive  books.  You  may  likewise 
endeavour  to  improve  by  conversation  with  persons  of  sobriety  and  discretion,  and,  if  it  may  be, 
of  such  as  are  somewhat  advanced  above  you  in  years  and  knowledge.  Hereby  the  mind  will 
be  enlarged.  You  will  gain  generous  sentiments.  Your  usefulness,  when  you  are  settled  in  the 
world,  will  be  more  extensive.  You  may  have  the  greater  influence  and  reputation.  And  yoti 
will  certainly  lay  a  foundation  for  a  great  deal  of  entertainment  and  satisfaction  within  yourselves, 
which  some  others  want. 

3.)  Pay  a  regard  to  every  branch  of  duty:  not  doing  one  tiiing;  amf  neglecting  others,  as 
many  do,  but  aiming  at  every  part  of  hohness.  You  know  tliat  St.  Paul  says :  •*  The  grace 
of  God  which  brin^eth  salvation  teaches  us  to  deny  all  ungodliness,  and  to^  live  soberly, 
righteously,  and  gocfly  in  this  present  world,*'  Tit.  ii.  11,  12. 

live  godly:  fear  and  reverence  the  Divine  Majesty  in  your  thoughts.  Frequent  the 
assemblies  <^  divine  worship,  and  forsake  them  not ;  as  some  do,,  who  fancy  themselves  wiser 
than  others,  without  really  bieing  so. 

Jive  soberly:  govern  your  affections,  and  take  care  not  to  be  led  by  evil  examples  to  anj^ 
excess  or  indulgence,  contrary  to  strict  sobriety. 

live  righteously:  do  to  others  as  you  would  others  should  do  unto  you.  Attend  much  to 
relative  duties.  Behave  as  you  ought  to  superiors,  equals,  inferiors,  agreeably  to  your  rank  and 
station.  It  is  easy  to  perceive  from  the  epistles  of  Christ^s  apostles  in  the  New  Testament,  tliat 
much  of  religion  lies  herein :  and  that  they  are  very  imperfect  Christians  who  are  defective  in 
relative  duties. 

4.^  Be  persuaded  to  accustom  yourselves  to  private  prayer.  This  may  be  understood  to  be 
incluaed  in  a  preceding  direction.  Nevertheless,  I  have  chosen  to^mention  it  hfere  particularly 
and  expressly.  Pray,  as  you  are  able.  Use  the  compendious  prayer,  which  our  Lord  taught 
his  disciples :  or  some  other  prayer,  suited  to  your  age  and  condition.  What  vou  want,  ask  God 
for.     Look  up  to  him,  and  humbly  intreat  his  gracious  and  watchful  care  and  protection.     Say: 

*  O  Lord,  I  am  thine.  Thou  hast  made  me,  and  I  have  promised  to  serve  thee.  Thou  knowest 
^  my  weakness,  and  all  the  snares  and  dangers  that  surround  me.     Do  thou  keep  me  from  evilj 

•  and  vouchsafe  unto  me  all  those  good  things  whiqh  are  needful  and  convenient  for  me.     I 

*  would  acknowledge  thee  in  all  my  ways:  do  thou  direct  my  steps.    Grant  that  I  may  seriously 

*  attend  to,  and  carefully  improve  all  the  means  and  helps  which  thou  afibrdest  me  for  obtaining: 
<  true  holiness,  and  for  persevering  therein,  notwithstanding  the  temptations  I  may  meet  with. 

•  May  I  cheerfully  perform  all  the  duties  a«d  services  owing  from  me  to  those  to  whom  I  stand 

*  related,  and  with  whom  I  converse,  or  have  any  dealings.     And  may  I  so  serve  and  honour 

•  thee  on  earth,  as  that  I  may  be  received'  m  thy  due  time  to  the  joys  of  thy  heavenly  and  eternal 

•  kingdom.' 

5.)  Once  more,  ever  remember  the  importance  of  right  conduct.  Tin's  is  not  a  matter  of  in^ 
difierence,  or  of  but  little  moment.  But  all  depends  upon  it.  Good  and  evil,  life  and  death  are 
set  before  you^  therefore  choose  the  one  and  refuse  the  other.  Sin  is  a  root  of  bitterness.  It 
yields  bitter  fruit,,  torment,  and  vexation  of  mind.  But  "  the  fruit  of  righteousness,"  or  virtue; 
**  is  quietness  and  assucaoce  for  ever,*'  Is.  xxxir.  17- 

Moreover,  it  should  be  considered,  tliat  **  you  have  been  brought  to  Christ,'*  and  instructed 
in  the  principles  of  religion.  If*  after  you  have  had  soma  knowledge  of  the  way  of  righteousness, 
you  should  turn  from  it^  your  case  would  be  extremely  sad  and  deplorable.  But,  1  trust,  you 
^all  not  fall  away,  but  persevere  to  the  end,  and  at  last  be  placed  at  the  right  hand  of  the 
Judge  of  the  whole  earth,  and,  together  with  others,  hear  that  gracious  sentence  and  invitation  : 
«  Come,  ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  tlie  foundation  of, 
the  worid,''  Matt,  xxv.  34. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


102 


SERMON  VIIL 

THE  HAPPINESS  OP  HAVING  RELIGIOUS  PARENTS,  AND  OTHER  PIOUS  RELATIVES. 

When  I -call  to  remembrance  the  unfeigned  fat th^  that  is  in  thee:  "which  d'welt  first  in  tiiy  grand- 
mother Lois,  and  thy  mother  Eunice:  and  I  am  persuaded,  tiiatin  thee  also. 

The  ensuing  discourse  is  chiefly  intended  for  the  benefit  of  my  younger  hearers.     And  upoa 
occasion  of  this  text  I  would  propound  these  several  observations, 

I.  It  is  an  advantage  to  be  descended  of  pious  parents,  and  other  religious  ancestors* 

II.  It  is  commendable  in  children  to  attend  to  the  instructions,  and  imitate  the  virtues  of 
their  parents,  and  other  religious  ancestors, 

III.  They  are  to  be  blamed  who  degenerate  from  the  virtues  of  their  family. 

IV.  Children  have  a  right  to  excel  their  parents  in  such  things  as  are  good  and  praise- 
worthy. 

V.  It  is  a  great  and  singular  happiness,  where  there  is  a  general  agreement  and  harmony,  as 
to  things  of  religion,  among  friends  and  relatives,  and  the  several  branches  of  a  family. 

I.  It  is  an  advantage  to  be  descended  of  pious  parents,  and  other  religious  ancestors. 

This  is  evident  at  first  sight.  If  piety,  or  any  virtue,  be  preferable  to  irreligion,  and  to 
vicious  dispositions  and  practices,  it  must  be  an  advanti^e  to  be  related  to  such  as  are  religious 
und  virtuous.  It  cannot  but  be  a  privilege,  to  descend  from  those  who  have  a  knowledge  of 
God,  and  some  just  apprehensions  of  his  perfections,  and  a  serious  sense  of  religious  things 
upon  their  minds.  For  thereby  they  are  restrained  from  what  is  evil:  and  are  obliged,  enga^ed^ 
and  excited  to  that  which  is  good.  Moreover,  all  the  behaviour  of  such  persons,  and  their 
treatment  of  others,  especially  of  those  who  depend  upon  them,  is  pleasing,  desirable,  and 
agreeable.  They  therefore  who  have  pious  parents  enjoy  a  kind  and  mild  treatment,  which 
many  others  want. 

rhere  is  a  benefit  likewise  in  the  instructions  received  from  such.  For  they  who  are  them- 
selves pious  and  religious,  will  **  teach  their  children,  and  their  household  after  them,  to  keep 
the  way  of  the  Lord,"  Gen.  xviii.  19.  You,  therefore,  who  are  descended  from  pious  parents^ 
have  heard  of  the  eternal  and  unchangeable  existence  of  God,  the  maker  of  all  things.  You 
have  been  informed  of  the  goodness  and  bounty,  the  mercy  and  loving-kindness  of  God  to  all 
his  creatures,  especially  those  that  fear  and  serve  him:  and  that  he  has  all  power  in  heaven  and 
earth,  he  is  able  to  defend  and  uphold  all  his  sincere  worshippers,  and  to  reward  such  as  diligently 
seek  and  serve  him. 

You  who  are  bom  of  Christian  parents  have  heard  of  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ  in  dying  for  us* 
You  have  heard  of  the  mean  birth,  and  humble  life  of  Jesus,  who  has  most  clearly  taught  the 
way  of  salvation.  You  have  been  acquainted  with  the  promise  he  made  of  everlasting  happiness 
to  those  who  sincerely  obey  the  rules  of  life  delivered  by  him,  who  love  God  with  all  the  heart 
and  soul,  and  their  neighbour  as  themselves,  and  who  persevere  in  the  profession  of  truth,  and 
the  practice  of  virtue,  notwithstanding  worldly  difficulties  and  discouragements. 

You  have  likewise  such  a  knowledge  of  the  wonderful  works  he  wrought,  that  you  cannot 
doubt  of  the  truth  of  his  words.  For  no  man  could  do  such  works  unless  God  was  with  him* 
His  cures  of  the  sick  and  infirm,  and,  that  by  a  word,  and  instantly,  and  raising  the  dead,  are 
undeniable  proofs,  that  he  spake  in  the  name  of  God,  or  that  the  Father  had  sent  him,  and  that 
the  whole  of  his  doctrine  is  true,  and  from  heaven. 

You  have  also  been  instructed  in  the  history  of  his  resurrection  and  ascension,  and  the 
mighty  works  that  were  done  by  the  apostles  of  Jesus  after  he  had  left  this  world,  when  they 
preached  the  doctrine  they  had  received  from  him.  And  you  have  no  doubt  but  he  will  comp 
again  in  glory,  to  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead,  and  £o  give  to  all  men  according  to  the  things 
done  by  them  in  this  their  state  of  trial. 

By  the  advantage  of  your  birth  you  have  been  favoiu-ed  with  the  knowledge  of  divers 
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tnaxims  and  obs^ervations  of  unquestioned  tnith  and  certainty,  and  of  great  use  to  the  right 
conduct  of  life.  You  have  been  told,  that  a  little  with  the  fear  of  God,  is  better  than  great 
revenues  without  it,  or  than  the  riches  of  many  wicked :  that  the  fear  of  God,  a  sense  of  his  care 
and  providence,  hope  in  his  promises,  especially  the  great  promise  of  eternal  Hfe  to  the  truly 
pious  and  virtuous,  will  afford  great  peace  and  satisfaction  at  all  times :  that  these  dispositions 
will  increase  the  happiness  of  outward  prosperity,  and  abate  the  bitterness  of  ail  worldly 
afflictions. 

To  have  been  early  instrucited  in  these  things  is  a  great  benefit.  How  deplorable  is  the  case 
irf  those  who  are  ignorant  of  them ! 

One  thing  more  I  shall  mention  here,  that  to  your  descent  from  religious  parents,  possibly, 
you  owe  divers  temporal  advantages.  Solomon  says:  "  The  curse  of  the  Lord  is  in  the  house 
of  the  wicked:  but  he  blesseth  the  habitation  of  the  just,'*  Proy.  iii.  S3.  From  the  usefulness^ 
and  honourable,  and  dicreet  behaviour  of  your  ancestors,  you  have  inherited  credit  and  reputa- 
tion. And  to  their  frugality,  discretion,  diligence,  sobriety,  and  other  virtues,  you  may  reckon 
yourselves  indebted  for  the  competence,  or  the  abundance  of  good  things  you  possess  and  enjoy: 
which  otherwise  might  have  been  squandered  away  in  luxury  and  excess. 

II.  They  who  have  this  advantage  ought  to  improve  it.  And  it  will  be  commendable  in 
tiiem  to  attend  to  the  instructions,  and  imitate  the  virtues  of  their  religious  parents,  and  other 
pious  ancestors. 

St.  Paul  esteemed  it  matter  of  much  joy  and  thanksgiving,  that  he  had  "  served  God  from 
his  forefathers  with  a  pure  conscience,*'  Q  Tim.  i.  3.  He  speaks  to  Timothy  in  the  way  of  com- 
mendation, when  he  says,  <<  that  he  was  persuaded,  the  same  &Sth  dwelt  in  him,  which  had  first 
dwelt  in  his  grandmother  Lois,  and  his  mother  Eunice.** 

There  is  an  obligation  to  attend  to  wise  and  wholesome  instructions,  from*  whomsoever  we  re- 
ceive them:  and  to  follow  the  good  examples  we  see  in  any.  But  there  is  a  more  especial 
obligation  to  hearken  to,  and  follow  pious  parents.  This  is  supposed  in  divers  pathetic  admo- 
nitions which  we  meet  with  in  scripture*  So  in  those  solemn  words  of  David:  "  And  thou». 
Solomon,  my  son,  know  thou,**  own  and  acknowledge,  fear  and  worship,  « the  God  of  Uiy 
father,**  and  **  serve  him  with  a  perfect  heart,  and  vnm  a  willing  mind— —If  thou  seek  him,  he 
will  be  found  of  thee:  but  if  thou  forsake  him,  he  will  cast  thee  off  for  ever,**  1  Chron.  xxviii.  9.. 
And  sajrs  the  wise  son  of  king  David  at  the  beginning  of  his  book  of  Proverbs,  or  collection 
of  wise  sayings  and  observations:  "My  son,  hear  the  instruction  of  thy  father,  and  forsake  not 
the  law  of  thy  mother,**  Prov.  i.  8.  Again t  "  My  son,  keep  thy  father*s  commandment,  and 
forsake  not  the  law  of  thy  mother..  Bind  them  continually  upon  thy  heart,  and  tie  them  about 
thy  neck.  When  thou  goest,  it  shall  lead  thee:  when  thou  sleepest,  it  shall  keep  thee:  and  when^ 
thou  walkest,  it  shall  talk  with  thee^  For  the  commandment  is  a  lamp,  and  the  law  a  light,, 
and  reproofs  of  instruction  are  the  way  of  life, **^  chap.  vi.  20 — 23. 

III.  They  are  to  be  blamed,  and  their  case-  is  to  be  lamented,  who  degenerate  from  the 
wisdom  and  piety  of  their  religious  ancestors. 

For  it  is  a  great  advantage  to  have  had  such  good  instructions,  and  to  have  seen  good 
examples  in  the  early  part  of  life.  And  it  implies  some  faulty  disposition  not  to  follow  them. 
TTiere  must  be,  surely,  some  want  of  capacity,  not  to  perceive  and  admire  the  beauty  of  good, 
examples:  and  some  perverseness  of  temper  to  act  contrary  to  them. 

This  is  oflen  one  article  of  accusation  against  the  Jews,  and  assigned  as  a  reason  of  calamities- 
brought  upon  them,  that  they  had  "  forsaken  the  God  of  their  fathers.**  When  God  appeared 
to  Solomon  after  the  dedication  of  the  temple,  there  were  affecting  warnings,  as  well  as  gracious 
promises,  delivered  to  him  and  his  people.  They  are  to  this  purpose :  "  For  now  I  have  chosen 
and  sanctified  this  house,  that  my  name  may  be  there  for  ever.  And  mine  eyes  and  my  heart 
shall  be  there  perpetually.— -But  if  ye  turn  away,  and  forsake  my  statutes  and" my  commandments^ 

which  1  have  set  before  you ^then  will  I  pluck  them  up  by  the  roots  out  of  my  land,  which  I  gave 

them And  this  house,  which  is  high,  shall  be  an  astonishment  to  every  one  that  passeth  bv  it. 

Because  they  forsook  the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers,  which  brought  them  forth  out  of  the  land, 
of  ^ypt,  and  laid  hold  on  other  gods,  and  worshipped  and  served  thein,**  2  Chron.  vii.  16—22. 

That  is  what  is  frequently  meant  in  .the  Old  Testament  by  "  forsaking  the  God  of  their 
fethers;**  namely,  leaving  and  abandoning  his  worship,  and  going  after  other  gods,  and  worship-^ 
ping  idoli^    But  as  the  guilt  of  idolatry  was  more  espedaMy  aggravated  in  that  people,  who  had: 
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known  the  true  GoJ»  and  been  instructed  in  his  worship:  so  in  like  manner  is  any  departure  from 
God  aggravated  in  tliose  who  have  been  instructed  in  tne  principles  and  duties  of  true  religion^ 
And  they  who  have  been  early  taught  tlie  way  of  righteousness,  and  seen  examples  of  virtue,  if 
^hey  turn  from  the  holy  commandment  delivered  to  them :  if  they  forsake  the  statutes  and 
judgments  of  the  Lord,  and  are  seduced  into  the  ways  of  sin  and  iniquity,  they  are  very  blame* 
worthy,  and  their  condition  is  very  pitiable. 

I V.  Children  may,  and  have  a  right  to  exceed  and  excel  their  parents  and  ancestors  in  those 
things  which  are  good  and  praise-worthy. 

They  are  not  restrained  from  this  by  any  rule  of  reason,  or  any  revealed  and  written  law  of 
Gods  If  their  progenitors  have  been  wicked  and  irreligious,  they  are  not  obliged  to  follow  thenu 
They  may  not  do  so,  upon  any  considerations  whatever.  Nor  are  they  who  are  sincerely,  but 
imperfectly  good,  to  be  imitated  in  their  faults,  or  defects. 

Any  truth,  that  appears  clearly  revealed,  ought  to  be  embraced  and  professed,  whether  it 
Ijiad  been  before  entertained  by  those  we  respect  or  not.  And  the  commands  of  God  ought  to 
^e  obeyed,  however  others  may  contradict  and  gainsay.  Paul,  when  it  pleased  God  to  reveal 
his  Son  in  him,  did  not  consult  with  any  man,  whether  he  should  be  a  disciple  of  Jesus,  or  not. 
It  became  thenceforward  his  duty,  though  not  his  interest,  to  preach  the  gospel  as  he  did. 

The  truth  of  this  observation  appears  from  the  case  of  Timothy  in  the  text.  Lois  and  Eunice 
were  Jewesses,  of  the  posterity  of  Jacob.  When  the  gospel  revelation  was  proposed  to  them, 
^ey  received  it  as  the  mind  of  God,  and  professed  it.  Ihis  is  the  <<  unfeigned  faith  that  first 
dwelled  in  them.*'  And  Timothy  was  to  be  commended  for  following  them  therein.  He  was 
in  the  right  to  receive  a  doctrine,  that  appeared  excellent,  and  well  supported,  as  being  the  ful- 
filment of  ancient  prophecies,  and  confinned  by  miracles;  though  his  father,  as  it  seems,  did  not 
embrace  this  faith.*  For  if  he  had,  it  is  likely  that  St  Paul  would  have  mentioned  him  here 
likewise.  Nor  does  St.  Luke  in  his  brief  history  of  these  persons  in  the  Acts  give  any  intima- 
tion of  it.  All  he  says  of  Timothy's  father  is,  that  he  was  a  "  Greek,  well  reported  of  by  the 
brethren,"  or  Christians,  "  that  were  at  Lystra  and  Iconium,'*  Acts  xvi.  beg. 

Here  then  we  perceive,  that  Timothy  is  justified,  and  even  commended  for  choosing  the 
principles  of  true  religion :  though  he  had  not  the  leading,  or  the  concurring  authority  and 
example  of  his  father.  From  a  child  he  had  known  the  scriptures  of  the  Old  Testament, 
having  been  instructed  in  them  by  his  mother  and  grandmother  of  the  posterity  of  Jacob,  and 
by  profession  of  the  Jewish  religion.  And  from  the  beginning  he  paid  a  great  regard  to  those 
scriptures,  till  at  length  he  tSao  became  a  disciple  of  Jesus,  and  embraced  the  faith  of  the 
gospeL 

And  it  is  evident,  that  persons  of  mature  age  are  obliged  to  receive  what  appears  to  be  truth 
after  serious  and  sufficient  examination,  and  to  do  what  they  are  convinced  is  the  will  of  God, 
whether  their  parents  consent  or  not.  For  there  is  a  superior  obligation  to  truth,  and  the  will 
of  God,  to  which  all  are  subject. 

If  there  be  any  defect  of  knowledge  in  those  to  whom  any  are  obliged,  they  may  endeavour 
to  be  better  informed  in  the  principles  of  religion,  and  the  grounds  of  them.  There  may  be 
occasion  for  them  to  be  more  open  and  explicit  in  the  profession  of  religion,  than  those  that 
went  before  them.  They  may  aim  at  the  strictest  regard  to  the  will  of  God,  and  excel  in 
moderation  and  charity  toward  others.  If^they,  by  whom  they  have  been  brought  up,  appear  to 
them  morose  and  severe,  and  to  stretch  their  authority  beyond  the  bounds  of  reason  :  nothing 
binders,  but  that  they  may  aim  at  escaping  that  mistake,  and  exceed  them  in  mildness  and 
gentleness.  There  can  be  no  good  reason  assigned,  why  children  should  not  be  better  than 
their  parents,  if  they  are  able:  still  preserving  a  humble  anddutifid  respect  to  a  superior  relation, 
which  is  a  necessary  part  of  true  goodness,  without  which  they  cannot  excel. 

V.  It  is  a  ^eat  and  singular  happiness,  when  there  is  a  general  agreement  and  harmony  in 
thii^  of  religion  among  friends  and  relatives,  and  the  several  branches  of  a  family. 

This  happiness  is  not  universal.  It  was  not  the  case  in  this  family.  Nevertheless,  it  does 
not  appear,  that  Timothy's  father  obstructed  those  who  depended  upon  him  in  following  their 
own  convictions;  nor  that  be  hindered  them  from  embracing  any  nirther  discoveries.  Nay,  it 
does  not  appear,  that  he  opposed  his  son  Timothy's  undertaking  the  office  of  an  evangelist,  and 
accompanying  die  apostle  Paul  in  his  joumies  for  promoting  the  gospel. 

However,  upon  some  occasions,  there  will  be  not  only  differences  of  sentiment,  but  much 
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aiHflioiaty  ia  fcmfliriiri  on  aooount  of  the  priiici|des  of  religion.  Says  our  LoM :  <<  Suppose  yc 
that  I  am  come  to  send  peace  on  earth  !  I  tell  you,  nay;  but  rather  divisions :  for  from  henccw 
forth  there  shall  be  five  in  one  house  divided,  three  against  two,  and  two  against  three.  The 
£ither  shall  be  divided  against  the  son,  and  the  son  against  the  fklher :  the  mother  against  the 
d»jghter,  and  the  daughter  against  the  mother,''  Luke  xii.  51 — 53. 

Sometimes  children  are  disobedient,  stubborn,  and  refractory.  They  forsake  the  guides  of 
their  youth,  and  are  a  grief  of  heart  to  those  who  have  the  most  tender  afiection  for  them,  and 
shew  a  wise  concern  for  their  true  interest.  They  will  not  submit  to  authority,  nor  hearken  to 
x^eaflon.  They  will  not  be  persuaded  by  the  most  earnest  and  affectionate  importunity  to  attend 
to  the  things  diat  make  for  their  welfare  here  or  hereafter. 

Oi  the  other  hand,  sometimes  the  progress  of  virtue  is  obstructed  or  discouraged  by 
superiors  in  age  and  station:  and  the  serious  and  well  disposed  bring  upon  themselves  hardships 
by  being  nM)re  than  ordinarily  diligent  and  inquisitive  in  tnings  of  religion.  Their  superiors  are 
not  duly  apprised  of  the  rights  of  conscience :  and  the  smallest  differepce  of  opinion  is  thought 
to  deserve  Uie  keenest  resentment.  They  who  are  the  most  sincere  in  their  regard  to  the  general 
obligations  of  religion,  and  most  dutiful  and  respectful  to  their  parents,  from  a  principle  of 
conscience,  are  nevertheless  discouraged,  because  of  difference  in  opinion  upon  some  specidative 
points.    This  is  an  evil:  and  it  is  a  trial  which  the  virtue  of  some  meets  with. 

There  are  also  happy  and  desirable  eases.  When  children  readily  receive  the  great  trutlis 
and  doctrines  of  religion,  and  the  grounds  of  them,  from  their  parents  or  other  instructors : 
when  they  embrace  the  commandments,  and  walk  therein,  that  they  may  live.  This  is  most 
agceealde  to  those  who  have  been  concerned  ibr  them,  and  have  laboured  for  their  wi^fare. 
It  must  likewise  be  exceeding  comfortable  to  those  younger  persons,  or  others  in  a  state  of 
dependence,  upon  whom  the  principles  of  religion  have  made  a  deep  impression,  to  be  en- 
couraged aiid  animated  in  theu*  religious  studies  and  inquiries  by  those  whom  they  love,  honour, 
and  esteem. 

In  a  word,  it  is  a  very  agreeable  circumstance,  contributing  as  much  to  the  happiness  of  this 
state  of  imperfection,  as  any  thing  that  can  be  thought  of,  when  there  is  agreement  between 
friends  and  relatives  in  the  great  things  of  religion,  with  forbearance  as  to  differences  about 
lesser  mattei^ :  when  real  holiness  and  true  virtue  have  the  highest  regard :  and  difference  of 
c^inion  about  things  of  small  moment^  whether  proceeding  from  want  of  understanding,  or  from 
greater  measures  of  light  and  knowledge,  produce  no  alienation  of  afiection.  For  such  a 
situation,  every  one  who  enjoys  it,  ought  to  be  thankful.  To  be  at  liberty  to  do  what  our 
conscience  dictates,  without  molestation  from  others,  is  a  delightfiil  privilege.  Such  have  the 
persoauon  of  the  divine  favour  and  acceptance,  and  enjoy  also  the  good  will,  approbation  and 
^encouragement  of  earthly  friends.  This  makes  duty  easy.  If  it  had  been  otherwise,  they  could 
not  have  drawn  back.  They  would  have  been  obliged,  for  the  sake  of  Christ  and  his  kingdom, 
to  forsake  father  and  mother^  and  all  worldly  possessions.  But  they  have  both  the  favour  of 
God  and  of  men;  or  at  least  the  favour  and  good- will  of  those  whom  they  most  esteem. 

1  have  mentioned  these  things  as  useful  hints.  Parents  usually  love  those  children  best  tliat 
advance  themselves  in  the  world.  But  true  virtue  and  goodness  ought  to  be  the  greatest  recom- 
mendation :  nor  ought  any  advances  therein  to  be  discouraged. 

Application.  I  hope  the  words  of  the  teict  may  be  applied  to  you,  my  friends.  I  have  no 
reason  to  doubt,  but  that  the  unfeigned  fakl),  which  first  dwelt  in  your  pious  parents,  is  in  you 
also,  according  to  your  years,  and  upon  the  ground  of  a  rational  evidence  and  conviction :  and 
such  a  consideration  gives  joy  and  satisfaction* 

But  there  can  be  no  harm  in  recommending  to  y<wi  to  cherish,  maintain,  and  improve  the 
principle  of  goodness.  I  appnehend  that  what  has  been  now  said,  must  have  excited  in  you 
thanksgivings  to  God  for  the  advantage  you  have  liad  of  a  religious  education :  and  that  you 
have  renewed  your  resolutions  to  impiove  it.  And  it  is  indeed  prudent  to  be  very  serious  and 
deliberate  in  resolving  to  walk  with  God,  and  persevere  in  the  way  of  his  commandments,  all  the 
days  of  our  life.  You  should  continue  in  the  use  of  all  the  means  of  your  establishment:  and 
shoold  carefully  decline  the  snares  that  are  dangerous  to  your  virtue.  If  unawares  you  meet 
^ith  them,  and  sinners  entire  you  to  evil,  resolutely  withhold  your  consent^  and  withstand  their 
-enticements  and  solicitations.  \     . 
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You  need  not  to  be  told^  that  children  of  such  parmits,  ^f  fo  tumj  prayiwij  tf  intehiiDpef 
and  expectations,  cannot  sin  at  so  easy  a  rate  as  others.  In  every  step  you  i^uld  take,  in  the 
way  of  foliy  and  sin,  you  wQuld  meet  with  checks  and  reb4ikc»»  Ami  if  you  should  break 
through,  and  harden  yourselves  against  all  the  remonstrances  of  your  eolighfeaed  conscience  and 
understanding,  the  issue  would  be  unutterable  remorse  and  aagmsh. 

But  this,  I  trust,  shall  not  be  your  case.  Your  goodness^  I  hope^  shall  not  be  like  a 
<'  morning  cloud,  or  the  early  dew,  that  soon  passeth  away/'  Hos.  vi.  4,  but  rather  be  as  the 
"  dawning  light,  that  shineth  more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  Arf,*'  Prov.  iv.  18. 

May  you  then  willingly  admit  and  entertain  the  wfaoletome  instructions  ci  those  who  wish 
you  well:  and  may  you  in  the  way  of  virtue  ever  have  countenance  and  enconrweraent.  But  if 
you  should  meet  with  obstacles,  inay  you  surmount  them,  and  be  faithful  to  God!  And  having 
experienced  some  good  portion  of  peace  in  the  way  of  God's  comipandments  on  earth,  may  you 
and  yours  partake  with  all  the  people  of  God  in  the  full  rewards  and  everlasting  joys  of  rcligioQ 
and  virtue,  which  are  sure,  and  are  reserved  for  the  world  to  come. 


SERMON  IX. 

THE  VIRTUE  AND  BENEFIT  OF  EARLY  PIETY,  OR  FEARING  THE  LORD  FROM  THE  YOUTH. 
^—^Btit  I  thy  servant  fear  the  Lord  from  my  youth. — 1  Kings  xviii.  12. 

Though  this  character  be  here  mven  by  the  person  himself^  we  are  not  immediately  to  admit  the 
suspicion  of  pride  and  vanity.  What  he  says  is  <Mily  for  the  sake  of  «elf*preservation.  If  we 
tiever  commend  ourselves  for  a  less  weighty  reason^  we  shall  not  incur  the  just  censure  of 
boasting  and  vain-dory. 

The  parson  is  Obadiah,  whose  history  we  have  in  the  former  part  of  this  chapter.  He  is  now 
speaking  to  the  prophet  Elijah:  and  the  thing  ha{^ned  in  the  time  of  the  long  dearth  in  die 
reign  of  Ahab  long  of  Israel. 

At  the  banning  of  the  chapter  it  is  said:  <<  And  it  came  to  pass  after  many  days,  that  the 
wOTd  of  the  I^d  came  to  Elijah,  in  the  third  year,  saying :  Go,  shew  thyself  unto  Ahab,  and  I 
will  send  rain  upon  the  earth.  And  Elijah  went  tp  mem  himself  unto  Ahab:  and  there  was  a 
sore  famine  in  Samaria.    And  Ahab  called  Obadiah,  which  was  the  governor  of  his  house.'' 

Some  have  put  the  question,  whether  this  be  the  same  as  Obadiah  the  prophet  3ut  it  does  not 
appear  that  this  person  had  at  all  the  pn^hetical  character.  And  Obadiah,  whose  short  book  of 
prophecies  we  have  among  the  lesser  prophets  near  the  end  o£  the  Old  Testament^  seems  to  have 
lived  a  good  deal  later  than  the  reign  of  Ahab. 

It  follows  in  verse  third  and  fourth:  "  Now  Obadiah  feared  the  Lord  greatly.  For  it  wa^ 
so,  when  Jezebel  cut  off  the  prophets  of  the  Lord,  that  Obadiah  took  an  hundred  prophets,  and 
hid  them  by  iiily  in  a  cave,  and  gave  them  bread  and  water .^^ 

By  prophets,  as  is  generally  supjposed,  we,  are  not  here  to  understand  in^ired  persons,  with 
a  special  commission  £rom  God :  but  men  educated  in  the  schools  of  the  propnets.  These 
Jezdbel  looked  upon  as  her  enemies,  because  they  opposed  her  idolatrous  worship,  and  taught 
the  people  the  true  religion.  And,  possiblj^,  she  suspected  them  of  favouring  the  interests  of 
the  kingdom  of  Judah,  where  was  the  appointed  place  of  worship  for  all  the  tnbes  of  Israel. 

^  was  therefore  an  act  of  great  piety,  and  much  resolution,  in  Obadiah,  in  a  time  of  such 
danger,  to  protect  those  prophets.  <^  He  hid  them  by  fifty  in  a  cave,  and  gave  them  bread  and 
water :''  that  is,  all  needful  provisions,  sending  them  meat  and  drink  privately  every  day. 

Ver.  5,  6.  *'  And  Ahab  said  unto  Obadiah:  Go  into  the  land,  unto  all  fountains  of  water,  and 
unto  all  brooks.  Peradventure  we  may  find  grass  to  save  the  horses  and  mules  alive,  that  we 
lose  not  all  the  beasts.  So  they  divided  the  land  between  them,  to  pass  through  it.  Ahab  went 
one  way  by  himself,  and  Obadiah  went  another  way  by  himself." 
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Oblidiah  was  tKe  only  person  in  the  servke^  of  Ahab  whom  he  couM  confide  in  upon  tliis 
occasion.  It  is  a  proof  of  the  great  regard  which  even  this  wicked  prince  had  for  him.  And 
it  afibrds  good  reason  for  us  td  suppose,  that  CM)adiah  had  been  wont  to  behave  with  singular 
fidelity,  ami  uncommon  disciretion,  in  all  af&irs  in  which  he  was  emjdoyed. 

Ver.  7-*-12.  **  And  as  Obadiah  was  in  the  way,  behold,  Elijah  met  him.  And  he  knew  him, 
ind  fell  on  his  €uee  and  said :  Art  thou  my  lord  Elijah T''  He  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  meet 
Elijah,  who  for  some  time  had  lived  veiy  privately  out  of  the  reach  of  Ahab.  <<  And  he 
answered  him:  I  am.  Go  tell  thy  lord:  Behold  Elijah  is  here.  And  he^said:  What  have  I 
sinned,  that  thou  wouldst  deliver  tny  servant  into  the  hand  of  Ahab  to  slay  me?  As  the  Lord 
thy  Grod  Hveth,  there  is  no  nation  or  kingdom,  whither  my  lord  has  not  sent  to  seek  thee.  And 
iraeB  ttey  said,  he  is  not  here,  he  took  an  oath  of  the  kingdom  and  nation,  that  they  found  thee 
not.  And  thou  sayest :  Go,  tell  thy  lord,  behold,  Elijah  is  here.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  as 
80cm  as  I  am  moe  fix>m  thee,  that  tne  Spirit  of  the  Lord  shall  carry  thee  whither  I  know  not« 
And  so  when  I  come,  and  tdl  Ahab,  and  he  cannot  find  thee,  he  shall  slay  me." 

The  message,  with  which  Elijah  sent  Obadiah,  would  be  very  grateful  to  king  Ahab,  who 
had  earnestly  sought  for  him.  But  Obadiah,  supposing  that  the  pro^et  could  not  appear  before 
Ahab  with  safety,  feared,  lest  by  divine  direction,  he  should,  when  he  was  gone  away,  remove  to 
some  other  place.  He  excuseth  himself  therefore  from  delivering  this  message.  And  he  .pleads 
with  the  ptrc^het,  that  he  should  not  expose  him  to  so  imminent  danger  of  death,  by  provoking 
the  displeasure  of  Ahab.  Thus  he  speaks  in  the  text,  and  the  words  following:  ver.  12 — 1(k 
**  But,  I  thy  servant,  fear  the  Lord  from  my  youth.  Was  it  not  told  my  lord  what  I  did,  when 
Jezebel  slew  the  prophets  of  the  Lord,  how  I  hid  im  hundred  men  of  the  Lord's  prophets,  by 
fifty  in  a  cave,  and  red  them  with  bread  and  water?  And  now  thou,  sayest.  Go  tell  thy  lord : 
behold,  Elijah  is  here :  and  he  shall  slay  me.  And  Elijah  said:  As  the  Lord  liveth,  before  whom 
I  stand,"  or  whom  I  serve,  "  I  will  shew  myself  to  him  this  day.  So  Obadiah  went  to  meet 
Ahab,  and  told  him.     And  Ahab  went  to  toeet  Elijah.'' 

**  But  I  thy  servant  fear  the  Lord  from  my  youth."  Or,  "  But  thy  servant  foareth  the 
Lord  from  his  youth."  Which  is  a  more  literal  translation:  for  the  word  I  is  not  in  the 
wiginaL  *       * 

I.  I  now  propose  first  to  explain  the  words,  and  shew  what  is  implied  <<  in  fearing  the  Lord 
firom  the  youth." 

II.  Secondly  to  shew  the  virtue  of  so  doing. 

III.  And  thirdly  the  benefit  of  it. 

I.  I  would  shew,  what  is  implied  in  «*  fearing  the  Lord  from  the  youth." 

It  may  include  these  four  thmss,  believing  in  God:  worshipping  him,  and  making  an  open 
profession  of  religion:  observing  we  precepts  of  true  religion,  or  making  the  will  of  God,  so  far 
as  we  are  acquainted  with  it,  the  rule  of  our  conduct :  and  doing  this  constantly  from  eariy  a^e. 

1«  Fearing  the  Lord  implies  believing  God:  or,  that  Jehovah,  the  Lord,  is  the  one  living 
and  true  GocL  **  He  that  cometh  to  God,"  says  the  aposde  to  the  Hebrews,  **  must  believe 
that  he  is,  and  that  he  is  a  rewarder  of  them  that  diligently  seek  him,"  Heb.  xi.  6.  So  much 
Obadiah  intends  here  to  say  of  himsdf :  that  he  always  had  a  permiasion  in  his  mind,  that 
then  is  a  (xod,  and  one  God :  which  one  God  he  believed  to  be  the  God  of  the  patriarchs, 
the  God  who  protected  them,  and  whom  they  owned  and  served;  the  God  that  brought  Israel 
oat  of  Egypt,  and  delivered  his  laws  and  statutes  to  them  by  the  hand  of  Moses. 

He  believed  God  to  be  the  creator  of  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  the  sea  and  all  thinos  that 
are  therein.  His  own  reason  led  him  to  conceive  of  God  in  this  manner.  The  books  of  Moses, 
that  great  prophet  of  the  people  of  Israel,  and  most  eminent  servant  of  the  true  God,  confirmed 
the  bdief  of  tnis  truth.  The  creation  of  the  world  is  related  at  the  beginning  of  the  writings  of 
that  lawgiver.  And  this  notion  of  God  is  inserted  distinctly  in  one  of  the  ten  commandments, 
the  fouith  in  order,  delivered  with  so  great  solemnity.  He  therefore,  who  in  the  prefiu^e  to 
to  those  commandments  says:  <<  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God,  that  brought  thee  out  of  the  land  ai^ 
YgypU*'  is  the  creator  of  the  whole  world,  and  consequently  the  rightful  Lord  and  disposer  of 
alittiings  therein. 

This  one  consideration  of  God,  as  creator,  would  lead  the  thoughtful  and  pious  person,  heie 
qMken  c^,  to  distinct  apprehensions  of  every  attribute  and  perfection,  every  notion  and  character 
cif  the  Deity^  that  renders  him  the  proper  object  of  worship,  obedience^  trust  and  confidence. 
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lie  was  persuaded,  that  to  God  belongs  power,  and  that  he  is  able  to  do  whatever  he  pleateth 
in  heaven  and  on  earth.  He  knew  what  David  inculcated  upon  his  son  Solomon,  tnat  God 
"  searcheth  all  hearts,  that  if  men  seek  him,  he  will  be  found  of  them,  and  that  if  they  forsake 
him,  he  x^-ill  cast  them  off  for  ever,"  1  Chron.  xxviii.  9  >  or,  as  the  apostle  in  the  words  before 
<?ited,  **  that  God  is  a  rewarder  of  them  that  diligently  seek  him." 

2.  In  feaiing  God  the  Lord,  is  implied  worshipping  him,  or  making  an  open  profession  of 
true  religion.  Obadiah  so  feared  the  Lord,  as  to  woraWp.  him,  and  no  other.  It  was  known  to 
Ahab,  and  to  all  his  people  in  general,  especially  those,  who  were  in  the  chief  city,  and  at  courts 
that  he  feared  the  Lord. 

He  worshipped  and  served  God  according  to  the  rules  of  reason,  and  the  directions  of  the 
law  of  Moses,  the  revelation  that  had  been  made  to  tlie  people  of  Israel.  It  was  the  first  erf  the 
principal  commandments  of  that  law.  "  Thou  shalt  have  no  other  gods  before  me."  The  next 
commandment  is :  "  Thou  shalt  not  make  unto  thyself  a  graven  image,  the  likeness  of  any  things 
Thou  shalt  not  bow  down  thyself  to  them,  and  serve  them."  And  according  to  those  laws,, 
given  to  the  people  of  Israel  by  Jehovah,  as  their  king  and  governor,  he  who  worshipped  any 
other  God  was  to  be  cut  off  from  his  people.  This  person  respected  those  laws,  and  tne  sanc- 
tions by  which  they  were  enforce^  :  and  though  many  did  not  regard  them,  he  did.  He  was 
persuaded,  that  God  was  able  to  reward  the  obedient  and  punish  transgressors.. 

In  the  following  chapter  Elijah,  lamenting  his  case,  says,  he  "  only  was  left,"  1  Kings  xix. 
14.  But  God  assures  him,  that  ^^  he  had  left  to  him  seven  thousand  in  Israel,  all  the  knees' 
that  had  not  bowed  unto  Baal,"  ver.  18.  Obadiah  was  one  of  these,  but  more  known  as  a  wor- 
shipper and  servant  of  the  true  God,  than  many  of  that  number. 

3.  Fearing  the  Lord  implies  observing  the  precepts  of  true  religion,  or  making  the  will  of 
God,  so  far  as  we  are  acquainted  with  it,  the  rule  of  .our  conduct. 

This  is  an  ordinary  meaning  of  the  fear  of  the  Lord  in  scripture.  It  includes  all  religion  in 
general.  At  least  obedience  is  represented  as  so  connected  with  fearing  God,  as  to  be  a  necessary, 
concomitant,  or  immediate  effect  of  it.  For  it  is  said,  that  "  the  fear  of  the  Lord  is  to  depart 
from  evil,"  Prov.  viii.  13.  Again,  "  By  the  fear  of  the  Lord  men  depart  from  evil,'*  ch.  xvi.  6^ 
And  "  Fear  God  and  keep  his  commandments :  for  this  is  the  whole  duty,"  or  concern- 
«  of  man,"  Ecc.  xii.  IS. 

So  Moses  instructed  the  people  under  his  care  :  "  Now  tliese  are  the  commandments,  and; 
statutes,  and  judgments,  which  the  Lord  your  God  commanded  to  teach  you :  that  thou  mightest 
fear  the  Lord  thy  God,  to  keep  all  Ixis  statutes  and  commandments^  which  I  command  3iee^" 
Deut.  vi.  1,  2. 

'  For  certain,  religion,  or  the  fear  of  God,  is  not  a  speculative  science.  It  lies  not  barely  m 
admiring  thoughts  and  sublime  conceptions  of  the  Deity.  God  is  not  only  a  bein^  of  great- 
power  and  understanding,  but  he  is  also  a  righteous,  holy  being ;  true,  gracious,  merciful.  And. 
a  true  worshipper  of  God  is  led  to  an  imitation  of  him  in  those  perfections.  AH  hopes  of  his 
favour  depend  upon  a  conformity  to  him  therein.  And  truth,  righteousnessj  and  goodness,  are: 
the  great  things  in  those  laws  which  have  been  delivered  by  his  authority. 

Such  an  one  the  person  in  the  text  evidently  was.  There  was  no  one  besides,  in  whom> 
Ahab  could  so  safely  confide  for  an  upright  and  conscientious  discharge  of  any  office  and  com- 
mission in  which  the  welfare  of  his  kingdom  was  concerned. 

4.  It  is  here  .also  said  of  Obadiah,  that  he  feared  the  Lord  from  his  youth ;  that  is,  from  very 
early  age  to  that  time.  As  soon  as  he  was  arrived  to  a  full  exercise  of  his  reason,  and  came  to 
be  sensible  of  moral  obligations,  he  had  by  his  own  voluntary  and  sedate  Judgment  and  choice 
signified  his  approbation  of  the  great  truths,  and  principles,  and  precepts  of  religion.  From  the 
beginning  he  had  been  persuaded,  that  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  God  alone ;  and  all  his  days  he  had 
worshipped  and  served  him  as  the  one  true  God,  and  loved  him  with  all  his  heart  and  soul :  .es- 
teeming his  service  the  most  honourable,  the  most  delightful,  and  the  most  profitable  service 
which  any  creature  can  be  engaged  in.  He  had  likewise  in  the  whole  course  of  his  life  had  a 
strict  and  conscientious  respect  to  the  great  rules  of  right  and  wrong.  Such  had  been  his  early 
resolution  and  practice :  and  the  rest  of  his  life  to  that  time  was  of  the  same  tenour. 

I  presume  1  do  not  put  too  much  into  the  description  of  this  property,  fearing  the  Lord  ; 
or  the  character  of  the  person  here  spoken  of.  I  have  studiously  avoided  so  doing.  We  are  not 
obliged  to  conceive  of  Obadia,  as  perfect,  or  without  sin ;  but  he  was  upright,  he  truly  feared 
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God,  and  sincerely  respected  all  his  laws.  He  had  been  free  from  great  transgressions :  and  the 
failing,  or  oflfences  of  a  lesser  kind,  which  he  had  been  surprised  into,  were  not  allowed  of,  nor 
persisted  in. 

This  is  what  is  implied  in  fearing  God  from  the  youth. 

II.  In  the  next  place  we  are  to  observe  the  virtue  of  this. 

1.  It  was  partly  owing  to  a  quick  discernment  of  the  truth  and  value  of  things.  The  things 
of  religion  were  controverted  in  tiis  time.  The  grounds  and  reasons  of  the  worship  of  Jehovah 
and  Baal  were  debated.  Or  if  the  idolatrous  worship  of  Baal  was  not  begun  in  Israel,  in  his 
early  youth,  it  is,  nevertheless,  likely  that  there  were  some  questions  put  conceniing  the  high 
places  set  up  by  Jeroboam,  who  had  been  followed  in  some  measure  by  all,  or  most* of  the  suc- 
ceeding kings  of  Israel.  Obadiah  soon  discerned  the  merits  of  the  controversy.  By  the  help 
of  a  good  understanding  he  readily  perceived  who  ought  to  be  worshipped  as  the  true  God, 
and  what  is  the  most  acceptable  way  of  worshipping,  and  wherein  true  religion  principally 
consists. 

2.  He  gave  a  serious  attention  to  the  things  of  religion,  and  carefully  weighed  and  examined 
them.  His  ri^ht  choice  was  not  solely  owing  to  a  quick  understanding  and  ready  apprehension. 
But  he  used  diligence  and  application.  He  perceived  religion  to  be  a  weighty  concern,  and  he 
bestowed  many  serious  thoughts  upon  it.  He  was  early  sensible,  that  a  right  determination  at 
first  would  have  a  great  effect  on  the  rest  of  his  life. 

If  he  had  the  advantage  of  good  instructions  from  the  beginning,  he  did  not  neglect  them^ 
but  attended  to  them,  meditated  upon  them,  and  let  those  thin^  which  appeared  reasonable 
sink  down  in  hb  heart.  Moreover,  as  he  had  opportunity,  he  studied  the  laws  of  God,  recorded, 
in  those  scriptures,  which  were  in  the  hands  of  the  people  of  Israel.  And  he  read  with  a  mind 
open  to  conviction,  resolving  to  receive  what  appeared  to  be  the  will  of  God,  and  act  according 
to  it :  whether  it  should  be  for  his  own  present  interest,  and  tend  to  his  promotion  and  advance- 
ment in  the  world,  or  not.  By  this  means  his  judgment  was  well  informed,  and  his  resolutions 
settled  upon  a  firm  foundation. 

I  make  no  scruple  of  mentioning  this  particular  here ;  for  I  think  there  is  good  ground  for  it. 
Without  this,  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive  how  Obadiah's  conduct  should  have  been  such  as  it  was. 

And  certainly  this  ought  to  be  observed  by  young  persons.     It  is  desirable  to  understand 
some  art  or  business  by  which  men  may  subsist  in  the  world.     It  is  also  desirable  to  understand i 
the  things  of  religion.     They  who  have  ai quick  apprehension,  have  a  great  advantage,  provided: 
they  apply  their  thoughts  this  way.     Nevertheless,  there  are  few  or  none,  but  may  attain  to  a 
competent  knowledge  of  the  great  truths  and  obligations  of  religion,  and  the  grounds  of  them, . 
if  they  are  attentive,  and  seriously  inquisitive  about  them.     Moses  reminds  the  people  of  Israel :. 
**  The  commandment,  which  I  command  thee  this  day,  is  not  hidden  from  thee,  neither  is  it 
afar  off:  but  it  is  nigh  thee,  that,  thou  may  est  hear  it  and  do  it,**  Deut.  xxx.  11,  12.  The  reve- 
lation of  the  gospel,  superadded  to  that  of  the  law,  is  not  designed  to  make  the  principles  of 
religion  more  abstruse  and  difficult :  but  more  easy,  more  intelligible,  more  affecting,  which  must 
b#  for  the  good  of  all  men. 

3.  Obadiah's  fearing  the  Lord  from  his  youth  was  partly  owing  to  a  fixed  purpose  and  re- 
solution of  acting  according  to  the  rule  of  right,  and  that  no  temptations  of  any  kind  should  in- 
duce  him  to  act  contrary  to  his  sedate  judgment. 

We  may  well  put  this  into  the  character  we  are  observing.  In  the  course  of  his  life  there 
had  offered  to  him  temptations  of  various  kinds :  some  suited  to  youthful  affections,  others  more 
especially  suited  to  the  common  and  prevailing  passions  of  mature  age.  But  in  every  stage  of  ^ 
life  his  conduct  had  been  uniformly  religious  :  and  though  he  lived  at  a  time  when  multitudes 
did  evil>  he  had  not  followed  them.  Though  the  way  ot  religion  was  then  a  strait  path,  and  al- 
most deserted,  his  feet  had  not  declined  from  the  way  of  it.  We  cannot  but  conclude  from 
hence,  that  the  resolution  of  Obadiah  was  very  firm., 

4.  We  do  also  reasonably  suppose,  that  this  steady  good  conduct  was  not  without  constant 
drcumspectioti  and  watchfulness.  Indeed,  we  are  all  encompassed  with  snares,  which  makes  it 
needful  to  be  upon  our  guard.  Undoubtedly  this  person  had  "  kept  his  heart  with  diligence,** 
Prov.  iv.  23.  He  had  attended  to  the  frame  of  his  mind.  He  used  his  best  endeavours  to  main- 
tain  the  fervour  of  his  love  to  God,  and  a  sincere  respect  for  his  lawst     His  mind  was  carefully 
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kept  free  from  ambition  and  covetQumeas :  and  be  looked  with  a  jealout  eye  upon  eve^  ^i^vig 
and  person,  that  tended  to  abate  his  zeal  for  God  and  religion,  and  lessen  bis*  abhcMrrence  for 
that  which  is  evil. 

This  temper  of  watchfulness  he  had  preserved  always,  by  which  means  he  bad  been  greatly 
assisted  in  fearing  God  from  his  youth. 

III.  In  the  third  place  I  should  shew  the  benefit  of  so  fearii^  the  Lord.  But  I  need  not 
enlarge,  having  had  frequent  occasions  to  touch  upon  this  point« 

1.  They  who  fear  the  Lord  from  their  youth  up,  enjoy  the  pleasure  and  comfort  of  a  reli* 
gious  life :  which  is  no  small  advantage.  For,  as  Solomon  says  of  wisdom,  <<  her  ways  are  ways 
of  pleasantness,  and  all  her  paths  are  peace,"  Prov«  iii.  17*  Such  have  the  satisfaction  of  ap- 
proving themselves  to  God,  and  doing  the  things  that  please  the  Sovereign  of  the  world.  Their 
minds  are  rightly  disposed,  and  their  conduct  approves  itself  to  their  own  judgment.  And  they 
avoid  the  bitterness  of  that  repentance  which  is  necessary  for  those  who  have  greatly  strayed 
from  wisdom's  ways. 

2.  They  who  fear  God  from  their  youth  may,  and  often  do  become  eminent  in  piety. 
Their  contmued  practice  of  virtue  renders  them  peifect  in  it.  So  was  this  person.  It  appease 
from  the  account  which  we  have  of  him  here.  The  writer  of  the  history  in  the  book  of  Kings 
observes  it  to  his  honour  expressly :  <<  Now  Obadiah  feared  the  Lord  greatly.  His  virtuous  ha- 
bits were  confirmed,  and  almost  above  temptation.  He  had  a  post  of  high  honour :  but  he 
possessed  it  without  any  sinful  compliances.  Nor  did  he  at  all  conceal  his  regard  for  God  and 
true  religion :  but  was  known  to  be  a  worshipper  of  the  God  of  heaven.  When  his  prophets, 
who  were  most  zealous  for  God,  and  taught  tne  people  the  knowled^  of  him,  were  in  danger, 
at  the  hazard  of  all  his  own  interests,  he  took  care  of  them  $  he  hid  uiem  from  their  persecutors, 
and  provided  for  them.  At  the  same  time  his  disinterestedness  and  int^rity  in  public  affiars, 
and  the  discharge  of  civU  offices,  was  so  conspicuous,  that  he  was  chief  minister  to  a  prince 
who  was  an  enemy  to  his  religious  principles.  By  which  we  perceive,  that  Obadiah  knew  how 
to  give  to  Cssar  the  things  that  are  Caesar's,  without  denying  to  God  what  was  due  to  him.  In 
a  word,  this  person,  who  had  <<  feared  God  from  his  youth,''  was  now  eminent  in  the  various 
parts  of  good  conduct,  and  ready  to  every  good  word  and  work. 

3.  They  who  fear  God  from  their  youth,  especially  if  it  be  with  much  steadiness,  are  useful 
in  the  world  many  ways.  Such  men  promote  the  good  of  s6ciety  in  their  several  stations.  They 
also  adorn,  and  recommend  religion  to  others.  By  their  means  some  are  brought  into  a  good 
likmg  of  its  ways :  or  are  induced  to  consider  and  examine  its  pretensions,  till  they  find  them 
just  and  reasonable.  Others  are  confirmed,  and  they  persevere  wiUi  joy  and  resolution..  It  is 
veiT  likely,  that  many  pious  Israelites  were  animated  and  encours^d  by  the  example  of  Oba- 
diah :  though  their  circumstances  were  such,  that  they  could  not  aU  act  with  the  same  openness 
that  he  did.  ITiey  were  obliged  to  greater  privacy.  But  yet  tbey  did  not  bow  the  knee  to 
Baal,  or  render  him  any  act  of  homage. 

4.  They  who  fear  (jod  from  their  youth  have  the  happiness  of  being  alv^ys  prepared  for  the 
various  events  of  providence.  If  they  are  removed  hence,  their  end  is  peace,  and  their  reward 
is  sure.  If  they  five,  they  go  on  to  perfonn  the  duties  of  life :  and  are  ue  best  qualified  of  any 
men  to  bear  the  troubles  and  afflictions  of  this  state  with  a  calm  and  composed  mind,  and  com- 
fortable trust  in  God.  For  "  God  is  their  refu^,  and  their  portion  in  the  land  of  the  liviiM," 
Ps.  cxlii.  5.  "They  have  none  in  heaven  but  bun.  Nor  is  there  any  upon  earth  whom  taey 
desire  in  comparison  of  him.  And  when  flesh  and  heart  fadl,  God  is  the  strength  of  their  heart, 
and  their  portion  for  ever,*'  Ps.  Ixxiii.  25, 26. 

Application.  What  has  been  now  observed  shbuld  induce  aH,  whatever  is  their  age  of  Ufe, 
to  fear  the  Lord. 

They  who  are  in  early  age  have  encoiu*agement  to  rive  up  themselves  to  God  now,  without 
delay,  and  to  fear  and  serve  him  henceforward  all  the  days  of  their  life.  Thwe  is  great  virtue 
in  so  doing.  And  it  will  be  attended  with  veiy  desirablfc  advantages.  None  wiH  discourace 
them  from  being  early  in  this  design.  They  who  have  feared  God  from  their  youth,  will  readily 
assure  them,  that  it  is  the  wisest  thing  tliat  can  be  done.  They  who  are  now  serious  and  religious 
at  length,  after  trying  the  ways  of  sin,  will  likewise  assure  them,  that  if  they  neglect  thepreseqt 
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fl|pyttiimty,  :ttMl  defer  to^.come  to  a  fiiH  determination^  and  fonn  effectual  refidutioM  of  obe^ 
diaice  to  all  God^s  CMtimaiidiiients^  that  delay  will  sometime  be  matter  of  grief  and  bitter  la- 
mentation. 

Hiis  discourBe  ma^.then  be  considered  as  an  invitation  to  young  persons,  to  be  truly  religious 
without  delay:  to  weigh  and  consider  the  things  of  relimon  seriously,  and  to  determine  accord^ 
iBgly :  ta  "  remmaber  now  their  Creator  in  the  days  of  their  youtH/*  Ecc.  xii.  1,  and  to  serve 
him  conataady  with  inviolable  fidelity. 

But  it  mggeito  no  discouragements  to  others  who  have  as  yet  deferred.  It  does  indeed  shew, 
IB  flOiiie  measure,  the  evil  of  procrastination.  But  it  does  not  insinuate,  that  there  is  no  hope  or 
remedy  for  those  who  have  long  delayed. 

They  ^o  have  &ared  God  from  their  youth  have  some  distinction.  They  were  early  wise, 
and  they  have  proceeded  in  wisdom's  paths.  But  ihev  are  not  taught  to  boast,  or  say  scornfully, 
Tliey  afe  not  as  other  mem  They  likewise  have  failings :  and  do  own,  that  if  God  were  strict 
to  mark  iniquitv,  they  could  not  be  justi^ed  in  his  sight.  Their  hopes  therefore  are  foimded  in 
tbe  mercy  o^  God.  Th^  believe,  and  it  is  what  they  would  recommend  to  the  consideration 
«f  otbefB,  that  <<  with  God  there  is  forgiveness^  that  he  may  be  feared,''  Ps.  cxxx.  4,  and 
served  by  such  weak  and  fallible  creatures  as  we  are. 

Goodness  is  as  certainly  a  property  of  the  Deity,  as  any  other.  If  sinful  men  <<  forsake  the 
evi  of  their  ways,  and''  unmignedly  <*  return  to  God,"  tliey  will  find  rest  for  their  souls :  iot  <<  he 
will  have  mercy  upon  them,  and  will  abundantly  pardon,"  Is.  Iv.  7* 


SERMON  X. 

A  FUTURE  STATE  PROVEABLE  BY  REASON. 


Ar  Ae  L^td  God  isasun  and  skkid.    The  Lord  will  give  grace  and  ghr$ :  isp  g^  tiling  mU 
he  WithhoUfram  them  that  walk  upright^.    Psalm  Ixxxiv.  U. 

X Hs  Lord  God  is  a  sun."  He  is  not  only  glorious  and  excellent  in  himself:  but  from  him  ia(- 
aae  atreuns  of  knowledge,  and  wisdom,  joy  and  comfort.  Whatever  the  sun  is  to  the  material 
world,  that  God  is  in  the  most  eminent  manner  to  his  people.  . 

He  is  also  "  a  shield."  God  is  not  only  a  light  to  guide  and  direct,  but  likewise  a  shield 
to  TOotect  and  defend.  He  can  secure  us  in  the  midst  of  dangers,  and  defend  from  the  violent 
apa  artful  designs  and  attempts  of  enemies. 

•«  The  Lord  will  give  g^raoe  and  glory ;  np  good  thing  will  he  withhold  from  them  that  walk 
uprightly."  He  will  bestow  every  kind  of  good,  both  favour  and  honour.  Nor  will  he  give 
^ttnngly :  but  Will  plentifully  enrich,  and  abundantly  bless  them  that  walk  uprightly. 

By  which  uprightness  is  not  meant  absolute  perfection,  but  sincerity ;  serving  God  in  truth, 
and  with  a  wilting  mind ;  and  havii^  a  respect  to  all  his  commandments :  not  only  observing, 
very  punctually,  ordinances  of  positive  appointment,  and  the  stated  seasons  of  public  worship : 
but  living  in  the  practice  cf  all  righteousness.  It  is,  to  be  faithful  to  God  in  all  circumstances, 
in  prosperity  and  advennty,  and  in  the  general  tenour  of  our  life  and  conversation.  Such  as 
thttit  God  will  abundantly  bless. 

Having  thus  briefly  exjplaip^  these  words,  I  shall  mention  some  observations. 

L  Here  is  a  property  df  the  Divine  Being,  which  deserves  our  serious  attention.  As  God  is 
faH  and  perfect  in  himiself,  so  he  favours,  and  has  a  special  regard  for  righteous  and  upright 

The  Psalmist,  and  other  good  men,  who  lived  under  the  Mosaic  dispensation,  did,  possibly, 
opect  temporal  advantages  for  the  truly  rdigious,  more  than  it  is  reasonable  for  us  to  ao  under 
the  gospel*    But  in  genend  the  observation  must  be  right :  the  truth  of  it  may  be  depended 
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upon,  and  ought  to  be  maintained  in  all  times:  that  <<6odloveth  rigjitonmntw  ;  Ids  coimtB^ 
nance  beholds  the  upright,''  Ps.  xi.  7*     These  he  approves  and  favours  \  whilst  he  is  displeased 
with  such  as  wilfully  transgress,  or  contemptuously  neglect  and  disregard  his  holy  laws. 
'    II.  We  should  improve  this  truth  for  our  estabmhment  in  the  steady  and  dcdightful  practice 
of  all  holiness. 

Virtue,  real  righteousness,  has  an  intrinsic  excellence :  it  is  fit  in  itself,  and  very  becoming. 
But  we  ought  to  toke  in  every  other  consideration  that  tends  to  secure  the  practice  of  virtue, 
and  perseverance  therein,  in  Uiis  state  of  temptation.  We  should  strengthen  ourselves  by  a  re- 
spect to  the  divine  will,  as  well  as  by  a  regard  to  the  reason  of  things. 

.  When  we  do  so,  mindful  of  the  divine  authority,  desirous  of  his  favour,  and  fearing  his 
displeasure,  we  may  be  said  to  walk  with  God.  There  will  be  then  a  comfortable  fellowship 
between  God  and  his  rational  creatures.  We  steadilj^  and  conscientiously  eye  his  commands. 
He  graciously  approves  us,  and  the  way  we  are  in :  and  will  manifest  nimsdf  favourably 
to  us.  ^ 

III.  We  may  hence  receive  encouragement  to  trust  in  God,  and  serve  him  faithfuUv  in  every 
t^ircumstance  of  life,  even  though  we  are  in  some  difficulties  and  troubles,  as  the  Psahnist  now 
was. 

For  virtue,  though  well  pleasing  to  God,  may  be  tried  and  exercised.  The  reward  is  sure, 
though  deferred :  and  it  may  be  the  greater  in  the  end,  if  by  afflictions  it  be  refined,  improved 
and  perfected. 

iV.  This  text  may  teach  men  to  be  cautious  how  they  injure,  oficnd,  or  grieve  any  sincere 
and  upright  persons  whom  God  approves. 

It  is  spoken  of  as  a  remarkable  instance  of  the  foil v  of  bad  men :  <<  Have  all  the  workers  of 
iniquity  no  knowledge,  who  eat  up  my  people,  as  they  eat  bread,  and  call  not  upon  God  I'' 
Ps.  xiv.  4. 

We  ought  to  be  careful  how  we  ofiend  any  walking  in  the  way  of  righteousness :  though  they 
appear  to  us  to  be  mistaken  in  some  thing^s.  It  must  be  imprudent  to  oppose  those  who  have 
God  for  a  sun  and  shield.  At  the  same  time  it  appears  to  be  our  duty  to  uphold  to  the  utmost 
of  our  power  the  cause  of  the  righteous.  This  seems  to  be  what  Divid  engages  to  do,  if  settled 
^n  peace  and  prosperity.  "  O  my  soul,  thou  hast  said  unto  God :  Thou  art  my  Lord.  Mv 
goodness  extendeth  not  unto  thee,  but  unto  the  saints  that  are  in  the  earth,  even  to  tlie  excel- 
lent, in  whom  is  all  mv  delight,''  Ps.  xvi.  2,  3.     <  I  have  always  trusted  in  God :  and  it  has 

*  been  itay  unfeigned  desire  to  serve  him.     Not  that  I  thereby  merit  of  him.     Nor  is  he  advan- 

*  taged  by  my  services.    But  I  shall  think  it  a  happiness,  if  ever  I  have  it  in  my  power  to  pro- 

*  tect  and  encourage  upright  men,  whom  I  sincerely  love  and  esteem.' 

V.  We  are  also  led  to  observe  upon  these  words,  that  from  the  divine  perfections  may  be  ar- 
gued a  future  state  of  recompenses. 

This  observation  I  intend  to  enlarge  upon. 

1.  In  the  first  place  I  shall  propose  an  argument  for  a  future  state  from  reason. 

i^.  I  shall  consider  some  objections  against  this  doctrine. 

3.  I  will  endeavour  to  answer  divers  inquiries  relating  to  this  matter. 

4.  And  then  conclude  with  some  inferences. 

1.)  The  argument  from  reason  in  behalf  of  a  future  state  of  recompenses  is  to  this  purpose. 

It  appears  to  us  agreeable  to  the  perfections  of  God,  that  he  should  shew  favour  to  good 
and  virtuous  men.  But  it  is  obvious  to  all,  and  more  especially  evident  to  careful  observers^ 
that  good  and  bad  men  are  not  much  distinguished  in  this  world.  This,  I  say,  is  obvious  to  all» 
and  especially  manifest  to  those  whose  observations  are  of  the  greatest  compass :  who  have  con- 
sidered the  consequences  of  virtue  and  vice,  relating  to  this  life  :  who  have  compared  the  con- 
duct of  good  and  bad  with  the  prosperous  or  afflictive  circumstances  thev  have  been  in :  who 
have  taken  notice  of  the  rules  and  maxims,  the  successes  and  disi^pointments  of  the  great  and 
smatl^  the  high  and  low  of  mankind. 

How  frequent  and  copious  upon  this  h^ul  is  Solomon,  vwho  had  himsdf  enjoved  so  much 
power  and  grandeur,  and  had  been  very  curious  in  his  remarks  upon  men  and  things !  *^  All 
things  have  1  seen  in  the  days  of  my  vanity.  There  is  a  jqst  man  that  peririieth  in  his  righteous- 
ness: and  there  is  a  wicke<l  man  that  prolongeth  his  life  in  his  wickedness,"  Ecc.  vii.  15.  And, 
^  there  is  a  vanity,  which  is  done  upon  the  earth,  that  there  be  just  men,  unto  whom  it  liapu 
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peM^  accoridiBg  to  ihe  work  of  the  wicked/'  ch.  viii.  14.  *^  And  there  be  wicked  men,  unto 
wbom  it  happen^  according  to  the  work  of  the  righteous.  No  man  knoweth  love  or  hatred  by 
$H  that  is  before  him.  All  things  come  alike  to  alL  There  is  one  event  to  the  righteous,  and 
the  wicked  ;  to  him  that  aacrificeth,  and  to  him  that  sacrificeth  not.  As  is  the  good,  so  is 
the  sinner— —This  is  an  evil  among  all  things  that  are  done  under  the  sun.  There  is  one 
event  unto  all,**  ch.  ix.  1 — 3. 

And  afterwards:  *^  This  wisdom  have  I  seen  under  the  sun  :  and  it  seemed  great  unto  me* 
Thea^  was  a  little  city,  and  few  men  within  it :  and  there  came  a  great  king  against  it,  and  be- 
sieged it,  and  built  great  bulwarks  against  it.  Now  there  was  found  in  it  a  poor  wise  man  :  and 
lie  by  his  wisdom  delivered  the  city.  Yet  no  man  remembered  that  same  poor  man^"  ver.  13 — 15. 
If  the  place  had  been  saved  by  some  rich  citizen,  the  performance  would  have  been  applauded : 
and  honour,  and  many  distinguishing  advantages  would  have  been  heaped  upon  him.  But  the 
great  and  eminent  wisdom  of  the  poor  man  was  despised  and  forgotten,  because  of  his  mean 
condition.  Such  is  the  partiality  of  men !  such  their  respect  for  outward  appearances !  So 
that  suitable  recompenses  ^are  not  to  be  looked  for  from  fellow-creatures,  in  pi:oportion  to  virtue, 
or  wisdom,  fron^  any  considerations  whatever,  either  of  gratitude  or  interest* 

Tliese  and  other  things  said  by  Solomon,  are  not  proposed  with  a  view  to  disparage  the  di* 
vine  ^vemment.  For,  notwithstanding  all  these  disorders  and  inequalities  in  the  present  scene 
of  thmgs,  he  is  persuaded  of  the  righteousness,  and  of  the  remunerative,  rewarding  providence 
of  God  in  due  time.  For  which  reason  he  shuts  up  his  book  with  that  important  advice :  <<  Let 
us  hear  the  conclusion  of  the  whole  matter.  Fear  God,  and  keep  his  commandments.  For  this 
is  the  whole  of  man  :*'  his  whole  duty],  or  his  whole  interest  and  jiappiness.  «<  For  God  will  bring 
every  work  into  judgment,  whether  it  be  good,  or  whether  it  be  evil.**  And  indeed,  in  the 
eourse  of  his  observations,  in  that  work,  he  more  than  once  asserts  the  righteousness  of  God, 
and  his  favourable  respect  to  good  men.  **  Though  a  sinner  do  evil  an  hundred  times,  and  his 
days  be  prolonged :  yet  surely  I  know,  that  it  shaU  be  well  with  them  that  fear  God,  which  fear 
before  him,**  vui.  12. 

I  forbear  to  recite  any  passages  at  len^h  from  any  of  the  Psalms :  in  which  the  prosperity 
of  bad  men,  and  the  afflictions  and  suffenngS  of  the  righteous  are  taken  notice  of.  See  Ps.  xvii. 
and  Ixxiii. 

With  regard  then  to  this  inquiry :  whether  the  reason  of  men,  or  lijght  of  nature,  teaches  k 
future  state  of  recompenses :  we  may  put  the  issue  upon  this  one  question  :  <<  Can  we  maintain 
the  perfections  of  Goid,  and  the  wisdom  of  his  government,  upon  the  supposition,  that  there  is 
to  be  no  iuture  state  of  recompense  for  good  or  bad  ?  Would  it  be  a^eeable  to  his  wisdom,  his 
righteousness,  and  goodness,  **  that  all  things  should  always  come  alike  to  all  ?  and  that  there 
should  be  finally  one  and  the  same  event  to  the  good  and  we  bad  ?**  If  it  be  not,  then  we  may 
be  assured  there  is  another  state  after  this.  For  we  are  persuaded  of  the  perfection  of  the  Deity. 
We  have  antecedent  proof  of  this  in  the  reason  of  things.  God  is  as  certainly  wise,  and  holy,  as  he 
is  knowing  and  powerfuL  It  may  be  righteous  and  equitable  to  permit  virtue  to  be  tried  with 
afflictions  and  sorrows  for  a  while :  but  it  qannot  be  consistent  with  the  perfection  and  rectitude 
of  the  Divine  Being,  the  creator  and  governor  of  the  world,  to  suffer  good  men  to  perish  finally 
in  their  righteousness. 

It  may  be  said,  that  virtue  has  a  reward  in  this  world.  For  it  is  in  itself  an  excellence  and 
perfection :  BXkd  cannot  but  be  chosen  by  every  rational  and  considerate  person.  And,  if  it  be 
chosen  and  preferred,  it  must  be  an  advantage,  and  contain  in  itself  its  own  reward. 

And  it  must  be  owned,  that  virtue  is  excellent,  and  therefore  is  approved.  But  yet  it  is  ex- 
posed to  many  difficulties  in  this  world,  where  iniquity  is  frequent :  where  there  is  abundance  of 
partialis,  and  ingratitude,  and  perpetual  emulation  and  contention :  where  success  and  prospe- 
li^  are  not  annexed  to  any  good  dispositions,  nor  to  the  most  valuable  services.  As  Solomott 
«ayB :  ^<  Wisdom  is  better  than  weapons  of  war.  But  one  sinner  destroyeth  much  good,**  £cc; 
ix.  18- 

Nor  can  it  be  allowed  to  be  fit,  that  he  who  has  a  strict  regard  to  the  reason  of  things,  who 
conscientiously  endeavours  to  perform  his  duty  to  God  and  man,  and  laments  all  the  neglects 
and  trangressions  which  at  any  time  he  falls  into,  should  upon  the  whole,  and  in  the  end,  at 
the  most,  have  onl^  some  small  degree  of  happiness  above  those  who  without  reluctance  break 
through  all  the  obhgatimis  of  reason  and  religion.  Would  this  be  answerable  to  the  descriptions 
VOL.  V.  a 
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of  the  diviine  perfection,  sometimes  given  by  wise  and  good  men  ?  Vt>uld  it  be  suitable  to  tb^ 
instruction  in  the  text,  and  the  consequence  thence  deduced  ?  "  The  Lord  God  is  a  sun  and 
shield.*  The  Lord  Will  give  grace  and  glory.  No  good  thing  will  he  withhold  from  them  that 
walk  uprightly.     O  Lord  of  hosts,  blessed  is  the  man  that  trusteth  in  thee.*' 

Man  is  the  most  excellent  part  of  this  lower  creation.  His  rational  faculties  give  him  a 
vast  superiority  above  the  rest  of  the  beings  on  this  earth.  Nevertheless,  he  is  on  some  ac« 
counts  the  least  provided  for  of  any,  if  there  be  no  future  state  :  and  his  rational  powers  the 
least  of  aH  taken  care  of.  He  has  a  discernment  between  good  and  evil :  and  a  power  of  choosing 
the  one,  and  refusing  the  other.  He  is  therefore  the  subject  of  moral  government,  and  ac-r. 
countable  to  his  Creator,  Who  is  all-knowing,  and  all-powerful.  But  this  moral  government  of 
the  Divine  Being  would  be  very  imperfectly  administered  if  there  are  to  be  no  other  distinctions 
made  between  good  and  bad,  than  tnose  in  this  present  life. 

Supposiilg  such  a  being  formed,  as  just  described,  he  will  certainly  be  rewarded  or  punished^ 
according  to  his  choice  aiid  conduct.  As  that  is  not  done  now,  it  is  reasonabte  to  expect  that  it 
ibaU  be  done  hereafter  in  another  state. 

A  learned  writer  discoursing  on  this  very  point,  has  this  observation.  *  Were "  there  to  bo 
•^  no  life  hereafter,  every  lifian  would  undoubtedly  be  happy  or  unhappy  here  in  proportion  to 

*  his  virtues  and  vices.     All  the  events  and  dispensations  of  Providence  would  turn  upon  this 

*  hinge,  and  the  blessings  of  heaven  be  distributed  by  this  rule.  But  since  we  find  it  in  fact  very 

*  much  otherwise,  the  doctrine  before  us  seems  as  clear  and  certain,  as  that  God  **  lovetA 

*  righteousness,  and  hateth  iniquity." 

What  encouragement  would  there  be  to  deny  present  appetite  and  inclination  ?  or  to  fore^or 
private  interest  for  the  sake  of  the  public  ?  What  inducement  could  there  bte,  with  present 
self-denial,  to  seek  the  happiness  of  particular  persons,  if  there  be  no  future  recompenses  ? 

WTiat  profit  could  there  be  of  the  study  of  virtue  ?  What  inducement  to  advance  therein,  if 
the  progress  of  it  is  to  come  to  an  end  at  death,  and  can  last  no  longer,  at  the  utmost,  than 
the  period  of  this  very  short  and  uncertain  life  ?  What  benefit  has  such  a  oiie  from  his  labour 
and  application  in  the  highest  design  conceivable  ?  What  profit  has  he  of  his  labour,  who  has 
contemplated  the  divine  perfections,  who  has  considered  the  reason  of  things,  the  beauty  of 
virtue,  and  the  deformity  of  its  contrary :  who  has  moderated  and  subdued  his  afiections,  till 
he  has  gained  in  a  great  measure  the  conquest  of  anger,  ill-will,  envy,  and  every  pas«on,  or 
degree  of  it,  that  is  unworthy  his  natiu-e  ?  What  profit,  I  say,  is  there  of  this  uibour  and 
increase,  if  this  noble  design  is  to  come  to  an  end  at  the  period  of  this  mortal  life  ? 

This  might  be  an  indelible  blemish  oni  the  divine  government,  if  it  could  be  supposed* 
For  it  is  as  easy  for  Grod  to  raise  to  another  life,  or  to  continue  Uie  rational  life,  the  thinking^ 
power,  as  to  bestow  it  at  first. 

This  argument  therefore  for  a  future  state,  which  reason  afibrds  from  tiie  consideration  of 
the  divine  perfections,  and  the  circumstances  of  things  in  this  world,  is  conclusive*! 

It  is  also  obvious.  And  accordingly  different  recompenses  for  good  and  bad,  in  another 
state  afler  this,  have  been  the  general  belief  and  expectation  of  all  nations  and  people  upon  the 
^fkce  of  the  earth.  And  herebv  some  have  been  animated  to  great  and  generous  actions  :  and 
have  been  induced,  with  much  disinterestedness,  to  promote  religious  truth,  and  virtiious  con-t 
duct  among  their  fellow-citizens  and  countrymen:  and  have  at  length  freely  and  deliberately 
submitted  to  sufferings  from  overruling  power  and  malice :  when  by  compliance  with  the  ma- 
jority, and  recanting  the  principles  they  had  recommended,  they  might  have  saved  themselves^ 
and  obtained  preferment. 

2.^  I  shall  now  consider  objections. 

Onj.  1.  It  may  be  said :  did  not  some  of  the  ancient  heathens,  and  particularly  some  of  the 
philosophers,  dispute  or  deny  this  doctrine  ? 

To  which  I  answer,  that  some  persons  entering  far  into  abstruse  and  metaphysical  specula* 
tions  about  the  Deity,  and  matter,  and  the  human  toul :  and  takifig  ofience  at  the  vulgar,  pre* 
Vailing  sentiments  concerning  future  rewards  and  punishments,  as  low  &ad  mea^,  might  dispute 
the  truth  of  this  expectation,  or  admit  of  doubts  about  it.    But  that  future  recompensei  were 
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«l9ie  ^ominoad  b^yef  of  tieatiien  people,  is  evident  frrnn  many  ancient  wtkings  «t&  ^(iiit  And 
if  some,  and  those  of  reputed  knowledge  and  learning,  did  by  some  discourses  weaken  this  e^ 
|>ectation,  it  does  not  follow,  that  there. was  no  good  foundation  for  it  in  reason.  For  it  is  not 
uncommoq  for  men,  by  prejudice  and-  false  reasonings,  to  be  misled  against  evidence :  as  ^e 
tStfll  see  among  Christians.  The  Sadducees  in  our  Saviour's  time  denied  the  resurrection  of  the 
.body,  and  ail  rewards  after  this  life.  But  yet  it  cannot  be  said,  that  the  Jewish  people  at  that 
time  had  no  good  reason  to  expect  another  life  afler  this.  * 

Obj.  2.  St.  Paul  says,  that  Jesus  Christ  <<  had  abolished  death,  and  brought  life  and  immor- 
tality to  light,  through  the  gospel,"  2  Tim.  i.  10.  True.  But  these  expressions  are  to  be 
understood  comparatively,  not  absolutely:  as  if  a  future  state  of  immortal  life  had  been  alto- 
gether hid  from  men  till  the  coming  of  Christ.  For  it  is  certain,  that  among  the  Jews  at  least 
Uiere  were  expectations  of  a  resurrection,  and  of  eternal  life.  And  the  appstie  to  the  Hebrews, 
^^peaking  of  the  ancient  patriarchs,  says :  "  they  confessed,  that  they  were  pilgrims  and  strangers 
:on  the  earth :  and  lookcvl  for  a  city  which  has  foundations,  whose  builder  and  maker  is  God," 
Heb.  xi.  10,  IS.  The  meaning  therefore  of  that  text  is,  in  general,  that  the  doctrine  of  a  future 
-state  had  been  set  in  a  much  clearer  light  by  the  gospel  than  before* 

'.  .  Ofaj.  3.  St.  Paul  writing  to  the  Christians  at  Ephesus,  who  were  once  in  the  darkness  of 
iie^illttnism,  reminds  them :  <<  that  at  that  time  tliey  were  without  Christ,  being  alienated  from 
'the  commcmrwealth  of  Israel,  and  strangers  from  the  covenants  of  promise,  having  no  hope,  and 
without  God' in  the  world,*'  Eph.  ii.  12* 

But  these  expressions  should  not  be  understood  absolutely,  as  if  those  persons  had  no^  and 
could  not  have  any.  knowledge  of  God,  or  hopes  from  him.  For  in  t^e  epistle  to  the  Romans 
.the  apostle  says  of.  Gentile  people,  that  **  whereas  they  knew  God,  they  glorified  him  not  as 
God;"  and  that  "  they  knew  iJie  judgment  of  God,'*  though  they  did  not  act  accordingly, 
Rom.  i.  21,  22.  Therefore  those  Ephesians  also,,  befoore  thenr  conversion  to  Chrii^^tianity,  were 
without  God,  and  without  hope,  comparatively*  They  had  not  that  knowledge,  and  that  hope, 
•which  they  now  had  through  the  gospel,  nor  which  the  Jews  had;  they  having  been,  in  their 
Gtenttie  state,  strangers  from  the  covenants  of  promise,  delivered  to  that  people. 

Obj.  4.    Still  it  may  be  urged:  would  it  not  be  more  for  the  honour  of  the  gospel,  to  suppos^^ 

•'-that  a  future  state  is  an  entirely  new  discovery?  Would  it  not  tend  to  induce  people,  whq  have 

<MiIy  the  light  of  nature,  to  embrace  the  Christian  religion,  if  they  were  told,  that  they  have  not 

any  ground  at  all  for  the  belief  of  a  future  life,  and  that  revelation  alone  can  give  men  hopes 

of  it? 

I  answer :  no.  This  would  not  be  of  use.  If  you  met  a  heathen,  who  already  bad  mi  appre- 
bension  of  future  recompenses  for  good  and  bad :  [which  is  certainly  the  general  expectation 
of  all  people  upon  the  face  of  the  earth :  though  their  ideas  may  be  low  and  in^perfect,  yet  how* 
ever  somewhat  inviting  and  agreeable  for  the  good,  and  disagreeable  and  frightful  for  the  bad ;] 
.would  you  venture  to  tell  him,  that  he  has  no  foundation  for  such  a  belief?,  and  that  it  is  to  be 
'  had  from  the  gospel  only?  I  think  we  should  be  cautious  of  saying  any  thing  which  would  tend 
to  diminish  in  men  honourable  apprehensions  of  the  Deity. 

It  cannot  but  be  of. advantage  for  men  to  have  honourable  sentiments  of  God,  as  a  Being  pf 
wisdom,  power,  righteousness,  goodness  and  equity.  Otherwise,  what  reason  can  they  have  to 
receive  a  revelation  which  may  be  depended  upon  as  true  and  genuine  ? 

And  it  must  always  be  sufficient  to  induce  men  to  receive  a  revelation,  to  shew  thepi,  that 
it  has  uncontested  marks  and  evidences  of  a  divine  original,  from  miraculous  works  performed 
•  in  support  of  it :  and  that  it  affords  men  many  advantages,  superior  to  those  of  the  light  of 
nature. 

Accordingly,  St  Paul  was  not  wont  to  deny  or  contest,  but  to  improve  the  natural  notions 
which  men  had  of  religion.  This  we  perceive  in  his  discourse  at  Athens,  saying :  <^  G^d  that 
'  made  the  worldr  and  dl  things  therein,  does  not  dwell  in  temples  made  with  hands :  neither  is 
he  worshipped  with  men's  hands,  as  if  he  needed  any  thing  :*'  and,  that  <*  he  is  not  far  ^om  every 
one  of  us,"  Acts  xviL  24,  25.  «  For  in  him  we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being.  As  certain 
abo  of  your  own  poets  have  said;  for  we  are  also  his  offspring.  Forasmuch  then»  as  we  are  the 
ofipring  of  God,  w^o]i:^ht  not  to  think,  that  the  Godhead  is  Uke  unto  gold,  or  si]ve]C»  or  stone, 
graven  by  art  and  man's  device,'*  ver.  ^ — 29:  And  in  another  discourse  to  lieathen  people 
ne  says:  ^  God  had  not  £in  former  times]  lefl  himself  without  witness,  [though  he  had  not  given 
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them  an  ex|>re88  revda)tkm,3  forasmuch  as  he  did  good,  and  gave  us  rain,  rad  ftvitfyi  seasons, 
filling  our  hearts  with  food  and  gladness,"  chap.  xiv.  17* 

And  it  seems  to  me,  that  St.  Paul  often  argueis  the  truth  and  certainty  of  future- recompenses 
in  a  rational  way,  much  in  the  same  manner  that  we  have  now  done,  from  the  consideration  of 
the  present  state  of  things,  and  the  perfections  of  the  Divine  Being:  ^<  Seeing  it  is  a  righteous 
tlung  with  God,  to  recompense  tribulation  to  them  that  trouble  you,  and  to  you  who  are  troubled, 
rest  with  us,  when  the  Lord  Jesus  shall  be  revealed  from  heaven  to  take  vengeance  on  them 
that  know  not  God,  and  obey  not  the  gospel,"  2  Thess.  i.  6,  7*  This,  he  ssnrs,  is  «  righteous 
thing  with  God :  that  is,  it  is  reasonable,  and  fit,  and  becoming  the  divine  perl^ction. 

And  in  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews  it  is  said:  **  He  that  cometh  to  God,  must  believe,  that 
he  is,  and  that  he  is  a  rewarder  of  them  that  diligently  seek  him,"  Heb.  xi.  6.  Which  is  a% 
much  as  to  sa^,  that  there  can  be  no  religion  without  blelieving,  that  God  is,  and  that  he  is  a 
rewarder  of  virtuous  and  upright,  and  an  avenger  of  evil  men«  If  therefore  the  light  of  nature 
does  not  teach  these  principles,  there  can  be  no  natural  religion :  and  they  who  have  not  the 
benefit  of  revelation,  are  excusable  in  their  irregularities.  But  that  is  contrary  to  the  apostle's 
long  and  fuU  argument  at  the  beginning  of  the  epistle  to  the  Romans.  Where  he  says:  <<  That 
which  may  be  Iniown  of  God  is  manifest  in  them :——— For  the  imisible  things  of  him  from  Uie 
creation  of  the  world  are  clearly  seen,  being  understood  by  the  things  that  are  made.  So  that 
they  are  without  excuse:  because  that  when  they  knew  God,  they  glorified  him  not  as  God»'' 
Rom.  i«  19— SI.  And  a^n :  ^/  As  many  as  have  sinned  wiUiout  law,"  that  is,  who  have  not 
had  the  benefit  of  revelation,  <<  shall  also  perish  without  law,"  chap.  ii.  12.  They  shall  not  be 
judged  by  a  revealed  law,  but  by  the  laws  and  rules  of  reason  only. 

3.)  In  the  third  place  I  proposed  to  take  notice  of  some  inquiries  relating  to  this  matter* 

But  they  shall  be  these  three  only,  as  of  special  moment. 

Question  1.  What  notion  could  men  form  of  the  future  recompenses  of  good  and  bad  by 
die  lig^t  of  reason? 

I  answer :  it  is  hi^Iy  probable,  that  their  ideas  would  fall  much  short  of  those  which  reve*^ 
lation  is  able  to  afibrd.  But,  in  general,  men  might  refer  themselves  to  the  judgment  of  Crod^ 
as  equitable  and  impartial.  They  would,  it  is  likely,  suppose  the  virtuous  to  be  separated  from 
the  wicked :  and  wnilst  these  are  punished  with  a  variety  of  torments,  they  would  conceive  the 
virtuous  to  be  disposed  of  in  some  delightful  regions,  and  abodes^  enjoyii^  intellectual  enter- 
tainments, or  the  pleasures  of  the  mind :  improving  themselves .  and  one  another  in  agreeable 
conversation,  and  contemplating  the  Deity,  the  all-perfect  mind,  and  those  works  of  his  with 
which  they  are  acquainted,  and  continually  advancing  in  the  discovery  of  truth,  and  tlie  im* 
provement  of  virtuous  habits. 

Q.  2.  Does  reason  afibrd  any  ground  to  suppose,  that  the  future  state  of  happiness  for  good 
men  will  be  eternal,  or  of  perpetual  duration  ? 

I  think  it  does.  For  life,  which  is  to  come  to  an  end,  is  not  a  reward  for  a  rational  beings 
who  aspires  to  immortality.  The  period  in  view,  though  at  the  distance  of  many  years,  or  ages, 
as  we  now  compute  time,  would  blast  every  enjoyment,  and  reduce  the  happiness  cf  the  most 
agreeable  situation  to  nothing,  and  render  it  mere  vanity  and  emptiness. 

Moreover,  we  suppose,  these  beings,  in  a  state  of  recompense,  to  be  past  a  state  of  trial,  and 
to  be  so  confirmed  in  virtue,  and  to  be  so  much  out  of  the  way  of  temptations,  as  to  be  in  little 
or  no  danger  of* transgressing  any  reasonable  laws,  and  (^thereby  ofiending  God*  What  reason 
then  can  be  assigned,  why  they  should  be  removed,  or  their  condition  be  altered  for  the  worse  ? 

Once  more :  these  virtuous  beings,  once  placed  in  a  state  of  great  advantage,  will  be  con- 
tinually improving  in  knowledge  and  virtue.  The  temper  of  the  mind,  and  their  adorations, 
and  all  their  services,  will  be  more  and  more  perfect  and  delightful ;  and  also  more  acceptable 
to  the  Deity.  Their  love  of  God  is  continually  growing  more  and  more  ardent,  and  their  desire, 
toward  him  more  strong  and  vehement.  How  contrary  to  reason  is  it  to  suppose,  that  these  so 
improved  beings  should  be  at  length  destroyed  or  annihilated,  with  the  approbation  and  by  the 
alnu^hty  power  of  God ! 

As  uie  learned  writer,  before  cited,  says :  '  The  *  longer  virtuous  men  live  in  such  a  state, 

♦  the  fitter  they  must  be  for  life :  and  therefore  we  may  presume,  tlie  less  will  be  the  danger  of 

■ 

•  As  before,  p.  95.  .  .  i 
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^extmetion.  Hidr  fiumhies  must grtow,  their  capacities  enlarge,  and  all  thdr  namwtiisfisx\t% 
^  increase,  through  every  part  of  duration.  Great  advances  must  be  ever  made  in  knowledge; 
«  virtue  and  happiness.     Tfaev  must  be  continually, more  and  more  capable  of  contemplating, 

*  admiring  and  enjoying  the  Author  of  all  good,  and  the  fountain  of  all  perfection.  To  imagine, 
<  after  this  progress,  and  these  exaltations  of  nature,  that  God  should  cut  the  thread  of  their 

*  existence,  and  put  an  end  to  their  beings  is  to  suppose  him  acting,  so  far  as  we  can  judge,  con- 

*  trary  to  the  reason  of  things,  and  the  chief  ends  ox  the  creation/ 

Q.  3.  Does  reason  teach  us  to  hope,  that  good  men  may  pass  directly  into  a  state  of  happi- 
ness after  death  ?  Or,  does  it  not  leave  room  to  apj^rehend,  that  imperfectly  good  men  must 
after  this  life  undergo  some  farther  trial  for  their  purification,  before  they  enter  upon  a  state  of 
unmixed  happiness,  free  from  all  ^rief  and  pain  ? 

Here  I  apprehend  reason  to  be  at  a  loss :  and  that  it  must  leave  this  point  undecided.  All 
that  can  be  done  is  for  men,  in  that  case,  to  resign  themselves  to  God,  aiidVefer  themselves  to 
Ym  equitable  judgment  and  disposal :  hoping,  and  believing,  (if  they  have  here  endeavoured  to 
qiprove  themselves  to  him  by  an  upright  conversation)  that  he  will  not  leave  them  utterly  to 
perish :  and  that  he  will  some  time,  either  immediately  after  death,  or  after  some  farther  trials 
and  purifications,  iadmit  and  advance  them  to  a  condition  of  much  comfort  and  joy. 

I  wesume,  this  may  be  a  Just  solution  of  this  question.  We  may  be  confirmed  in  it  by  the 
consiaeration,  that  the  doctnne  of  transmigrations  has  been  very  common  among  those  who 
have  had  no  other  instruction  than  the  light  of  nature. 

4.  I  shall  now  conclude  with  the  four  following  reflections. 

1.)  We  hence  perceive,  that  we  have  great  reason  to  be  thankful  to  God  for  the  revelation 
of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  Wherein  there  is  so  clear  and  aflfecting  evidence  of  another  life, 
Boited  to  the  capacities  of  all  men:  and  also  a  just  and  attractive  representation  (^the  glory  and 
happiness  of  it.  A  future  state,  as  ascertained,  and  described  in  the  gospel,  affords  the  best 
support  under  the  afflictions,  and  the  best  assistance  against  the  temptations  of  this  woiid. 

2.)  This  discourse  may  confirm  our  faith  in  the  gospel  revelation,  and  the  assurances  it  gives 
of  everiasting  hi^iness  for  them  that  walk  upright^,  or  that  believe  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  obey 
his  commandments. 

Christians  who  exercise  their  rational  powers,  and  perceive  the  principles  of  revelation  to  be 
reasonable,  cannot  but  be  firmly  established  in  the  belief  of  them.  They  have  the  evidence  <^ 
a  two-fold  argument:  reason,  and  divine  authority.  Though  the  representation,  which  revela- 
tion gives  of  the  future  happiness  for  good  men,  surpasseth  all  that  mere  reason  dould  encourage 
to  hope  for,  that  creates  no  difficulty.  The  thing  is  received  with  ready  assent.  God  does 
not  appear  worse,  but  better ;  more  ^racbus,  more  bountiful,  than  the  reason  of  men  alone  m%*^ 
sumed  to  think.  And  the  mind  bemg  enlarged  by  the  discoveries  of  revelation,  it  cheeriully 
admits  the  noblest  and  most  delightful  idea  of  the  future  recompenses. 

3.)  Tliis  argument  may  deserve  the  serious  consideration  of  those  who  reject  revelation. 

For  whether  there  be  any  revelation  from  God  or  not,  there  will  be  a  reckoning,  and 
siHtable  retributions  after  this  life.  Reason  teaches  as  much  beyond  the  possibility  of  a  fair  con- 
futation, or  well  grounded  doubt  and  question.  You  will  come  into  judgment  after  death,  and 
receive  according  to  the  things  done  in  the  body.  Let  not  then  2iny  shyness  of  that  awful  pro^ 
eeediBg,  which  the  gospel  speaks  of,  in  a  general  day  of  judgment,  form  any  unhappy  prejudice 
in  the  minds  of  any.  For  reason  itself  teaches,  that  the  actions  of  men  will  pass  under  a  review^ 
eitt^r  in  public,  in  one  general  judgment,  or  in  particular:  and  that  a  retnoution  will  be  made 
accordingly. 

Let  all  therefore  attentively  consider  the  evidences  of  the  gospel  revelation.  For  if  it  be 
attested  by  good  evidence,  and  should  be  rejected  by  men,  to  whom  it  is  proposed,  this  is  one 
tlmig  <^  which  they  will  give  an  account. 

4.)  Lastly,  the  argument  from  reason  in  behalf  of  future  recompenses,  may  be  made  use  of 
as  a  warning  to  some  weak  and  inconsiderate  Christians :  and  establish  the  persuasion,  that 
**  without  holiness  no  man  shall  see  God,''  or  attain  to  happiness  in  a  future  state. 

The  cogent  argument  for  a  future  state,  now  proposed,  is  founded  upon  the  divine  perfec- 
tioiis.  God  is  not  nere,  in  this  world,  an  avenger  ot  evil,  or  a  rewarder  of  good,  so  fully  as  is 
reasonable  to  expect.  Consequently  there  will  oe  another  state,  and  farther  i^pmpenses  for 
gptA  asd  bad>  according  to  their  works  here^    No  revelation  therefore  can  propose  an  act  of 
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^eracefbr  obstihate  and  impenitent  isinners.  Reasoti  and  Revelation  concur,  and. are  eatktif 
Wmonious.  Both*  say:  '*  Tliere  is  no  peace  to  the  wicked.*'  Aiid:  "  It  shall  be  well  with  the 
righteous/*  But  revelation  excels  in  the  justness  of  its  descriptions  of  the  misery  of  the  one, 
and  the  happiness  of  the  other. 


SERMON    XI. 

.    ^  THE  GOSPEL  THE  TRUE  WAY  OF  SALVATTOI?. 

And  iliey  said :  Believe  on  the  Lord  Jestis  Christy  and  thou  shall  be  saved,  andtify  house. 

Acts  xvi.  31^ 

7hes]b  words  contain  an  answer  to  a  very  important  question^.  ^*  What  must  I  do  to  be  $aved?^* 
And  we  have  reason  to  think,  that  it  is  here  rightiy  answered*  It  does  therefore  deserve  our 
Serious  and  attentive  observation. 

St.  Paul  was  now  at  Philippi,  a  Roman  colony,  and  larji^e  city  in  Macedonia;  where  h# 
preached  the  gospel,  withoutany  v^ry  great  molestation  that  we  know  of,  till  he  healed  the  indi£|K)- 
aition  of  the  maiden  said  to  have  a  **  spirit  of  divination:*'  by  whom  sc^fne  artful  men  had/nade 
profit,  pretending  to  answer  the  curious  inquiries  of  people  concerning  divers  matters.  These» 
now  deprived  of  farther  gain  in  that  way,  raised  a  clamour  against  the  apostle,  and  tiiose  with 
him,  saying,  thjd;  ^  they  troubled  the  city^  and  taught  customs  contrary  to  their  laws,  as 
Romans."  And  they  so  far  incensed  both  the  people  and  the  magistrates,  that  P^ul,  and  Silas 
bne  of  his  fellow4abourers,  ^*  were  beaten,  and  thrust  into  prison.'*  But  there  being  in  the  night 
an  earthquake,  which  was  plainly  miraculous:  the  prison  being  shaken,  the  doors  op^ed,  and 
the  fetters  of  all  the  prisoners  loosed,  whilst  yet  no  one  escaped :  the  keeper  of  the  prison,  wh^ 
before  had  heard  somewhat  of  Paul  and  Silas,  and  had  some  general  notion  of  their  doctrine^ 
now  terrified,  and  perceiving  this  extraordinary  event  to  be  a  divine  interposition  in  their  favouiv 
nut  to  his  prisoners,  with  solicitude,  and  with  respect  and  esteem,  hoping  for  a  full  and  satis- 
Kictory  answer,'  that  momentous  questions  "  Sirs,  what  must  I  do  to  be  saved  ?** 

We  need  not,  I  think,  hesitate  to  understand  this  question  in  the  most  comprehensive  senses 
This  person  could  not  be  ignorant  of  the  general  principles  of  religion,  so  far  as  usually  known 
by  heathen  people  living  m  the  politer  cities  of  Greece,  and  the  Roman  empire,  who  all  had 
some  notions  of  a  future  state.  Moreover,  Paul  and  his  fellow-labourers  had  been  some  time  at 
Philippi.  And  the  youn^  woman  before-mentioned,  had  followed  them  in  the  streets  of  the 
city,  many,  that  is,  several  days,  crying  aloud:  "  These  men  are  servants  of  the  most  high  Godp 
^hich  shew  unto  us  the  way  of  salvation,"  When  therefore  the  keeper  of  the  pripon  says^ 
^  Sirs,  what  must  I  do  to  be  saved  ?''  the  question  cannot  be  reckoned  less  important  for  the 
meaning,  than  daat  put  to  our  Saviour  by  the  youn^  man  among  the  Jews,  related  in  the  «>»- 
pels  :  ^*  What  shall  I  do,  that  I  may  inherit  eternal  life  ?**  Matt  xix.  16 ;  and  Mark  x.  17*  And 
It  is  put«  as  it  seems,  with  a  better  temper  than  that  was. 

The  answer  to  that  inquiry  is  in  the  text.  "  Believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  tliott 
ahalt  be^aved^*'  that  is,  •  Believe  in  Jesus  Christ  as  a  divine  teacher,  and  receive  the  doctrine 
'*  taught  hy  him,  and  you  will  know  how  you  may  be  saved.  Observe  aXid  follow  tlie  precepts 
^  and  rules  of  that  doctrine,  and  you  will  pbtain  salvation.' 

The  former  may  be  thought  the  primary  and  most  obvioos  meaning  of  the  words:  but  the 
latter  is  aIso  implied.  The  question  *  is:  ^  What  must  I  do  to  be  saved?"  The  answer  is: 
'<<  Believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ:  and  thou  shalt  be  saved.''  That  is,  you  will  know  what 
you  ought  to  do  in  order  to  obtain  salvation;  you  will  have  all  tSie  means  of  salvation,  every 
thing  requisite  for  your  direction  and  assistance.  Consequentlvt  if  you  observe  and  follow  tbe 
xules  contained  in  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ,  you  wilk  be  saved. 

There  are  therefore  three  things  to  be  spoken  to.  First,  the  direction  here  given :  •*  Believe 
4m  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ**    Secondly^  die  benefit  fro{»osed  and  aimexed  thereto :  ^  And  thoAt: 
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dolt  be  saved/*    Thirdly/ the  connection  between  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  and' salvation,  with  the 
evidence  of  it. 

1.  In  the  first  place  1  should  shew,  what  is  meant  by  "  believing  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 
One  thing  plainly  implied  is,  believing  him  to  be  a  divine  teacher  sent  from  God :  and  that 

he  is  the  Christ,  or  the  Messiah,  the  great  person  spoken  of  by  the  prophets,  and  whom  Grod' 
bad  promised  to  send.     This- we  may  learn  by  comparing  some  texts  in  the  gospels. 

In  the  sixteenth  of  St.  Matthew  is  an  account,  fiow  our  Ix)rd  asked  the  disciples  concerning 
the  opinions  which  mcH  bad  of  him,  and  tlien  their  own.  And  when  Peter  answered,  for  him- 
»df,  and  the  rest :  "  Thou  art  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  God ;"  he  commended  him,  and 
declared  him  blessed. 

Again,  John  vi.  68,  69.  "  Peter  answered,  and  said :  Lord,  to  whom  should  we  go  ?  Thou* 
bast  the  w(H*ds  of  eternal  life.  And  we  believe,  and  are  sure,  that  thou  art  that  Christ,  the  Son, 
of  the  living  God." 

John  xi.  37.  Martha  says :  "  Yea,  Lord,  I  believe,  that  thou  art  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  God, 
which  shoUid  ^ome  into  the  world."  And  at  ver.  41,  42,  of  the  same  chapter,  our  Lord  having, 
it  the  grave  of  Lazarus,  addressed  a  particular  thanksgiving  to  the  Father,  adds :  "  And  I 
know,  that  thouhearest  me  always:  but  because  of  the  people  that  standby,  I  said  it:  thatt 
they  might  believe,  that  thou  didst  send  me.*' 

John  xvi.  30,  the  disciples  say:  ^*  By  this  we  believe,  that  thou  camest  forth  from  God.'* 
And  in  the  following  chapter,  our  Lord,  in  his  prayer  and  thanksgiving  to  the  Father,  say9;: 
••  This  is  life  eternal,  that  they  might  know  thee,  the  only  true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ,  whom 
Aou  hast  sent.*'  And  of  the  disciples  he  says :  ver.  8,  "  They  have  surely  known,  that  I 
eame  out  from  thee :  and  have  believed,  that  thou  didst  send  me.'* 

John  vL  28,  29.  "  Then  said  they  unto  him :  what  shall  we  do,  that  we  may  work  the 
works  of  God?  Jesus  answered,  and  said  unto  them :  This  is  the  work  of  God,  that  ye  believe 
on  bim  whom  he  hath  sent.*' 

And  it  is  often  taken  notice  in  the  gospels,  that  many  believed  on  Jesus,  but  the  Pharisees 
believed  not:  that  is^  they  did  not  receive  him  as  a  prophet,  or  the  great  prophet  that  was  to  come 
into  the  world. 

2.  Another  thing,  included  in  faith  in  Christ,  is  believing  his  words,  receiving  the  doctrine 
tau^t  by  him,  or  believing  theChrisliari  religion. 

This  is  so  closely  connected  with  the  foregoing  particular,  that  they  seem  to  be  both  6net 
and  the  same :  and  certainly  are  inseparable.  He  who  believes,  that  Jesus  is  sent  of  God,  and 
the  Christ,  must  believe  that  his  words  are  true.  However,  I  presume,  it  is  not  amiss  to  observe 
this  distinctly. 

Our  Lord,  who,  as  before  shewn,  often  speaks  of  believing  in  him,  "  whom  God  had  sent,*' 
does  iJso  frequently  speak  of  believing,  or  receiving  his  words.  JW  he  had  a  doctrine.  He  > 
was  a  prophet,  or  a  teacher  sent  from  God.  And  receiving  his  doctrine  is  believing  in  him. 
What  It  was,  we  perceive  from  the  history  of  his. life,  written  by  the  evangelists.  In  general,  it 
was.  Repent.  Or,  Repent,  and  believe  the  gospel.  And  to  such  as  received,  and  obeyed  that 
doctrine,  he  promised  everlasting  life. 

John  vii.  16,  I7.  "  Jesus  answered  them,  and  said :  My  doctrine  is  not  mine,  but  his  that 
sent  me.  If  any  man  will  do  his  will,  he  shall  know  of  the  doctrine,  whether  it  be  of  God,  or 
whether  I  speak  of  myself.**^  John  xiv.  24.  **  The  word,  which  you  hear,  is  not  mine  :  but  the 
Father's  which  sent  me.'*  Many  of  the  Jews  could  not  receive  his  words,  because  of  their  pre* 
vailing  prejudices,  and  carnal  affections.  Of  the  disciples  he  says :  "  I  have  given  unto  them 
the  words  which  thou  gavest  me:  and  they  have  received  them,  and  have  believed  that  thou 
didst  send  me,**  John  xvii.  8.  Again  he  says:  "  The  words  that  I  speak  unto  you,  they  are 
AHiit,  and  they  are  life,**  chap.  vi.  63.  And  because  he  had  the  "  words  of  eternal  life,**  ver..  68, 
the  disciples  believed  in  him,  and  determined  to  abide  with  him.  And  knowing  the  troth  and 
importance  of  the  doctrine  taught  by  him,  he  declares:  "  Whosoever  shall  be  ashamed  of  me 
and  my  words,  [^now,]  of  him  also  shall  the  Son  of  man  be  ashamed  when  he  comes  in  the  glory 
€jf  his  Father  with  the  holy  angels,**  Mark  viii.  SO. 

Believing  in  Christ  is  often  expressed  by  coming  to  him.     John  v.  40.     **  Ye  will  not  come 

D  me,  that  ye  might  have  life.**     And  Matt.  xi.  28,  29.     "  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour 
ace  betfvy  laden tajae  my  yoke  upon  you,  o^d  learn  of  9iei  and  ye  shall  find  xestibr  your 
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souls/'    The  meaning  of  which  can  be  no  other,  than  that  men  should  become  his  disdplei 
Mbmit  themselves  to  his  instructions,  and  embrace  the  doctrine  taught  by  him  with  divine 
authority. 

They  who  believed  in  Jesus,  as  sent  from  Grod,  and  received  his  doctrine  as  a  rule  of  life, 
became  his  disciples:  a  word  that  includes  all  his  followers  in  general,  and  is  equivalent  to 
believers :  though  the  twelve,  whom  he  also  named  apostles,  are  sometimes  called  his  disciples, 
by  way  of  eminence  and  distinction.  But  in  the  general,  all  who  owned  him  for  their  master  io 
tnings  of  religion,  are  his  disciples.  As  the  disciples  of  Moses,  or  Plato,  or  Aristotle,  are  such  as 
take  them  for  their  masters,  and  receive  their  scheme  of  religion,  or  philosophy,  as  true :  so  it  k 
here,  as  we  perceive  from  the  style  of  the  Gospels,  in  many  places.  "  And  when  it  was  day,  he 
called  unto  him  his  disciples :  and  of  them  he  chose  twelve,  whom  he  named  apostles,'*  Luke  vi.  ISL 
Joseph  of  Arimathea,  is  called  a  <<  disciple  of  Jesus :''  Matt,  xxvii.  67 ;  John  xix.  88;  that  is,  he 
was  one  who  believed  in  him  as  a  great  prophet,  even  the  Messiah,  and  received  his  doctrine  as 
true,  and  from  heaven.  In  the  debate  between  the  Jewish  rulers,  and  the  man  bom  blind,  whom 
our  Lord  had  miraculously  healed,  afler  many  inquiries  and  answers,  they  said  to  him  again  r 
«<  What  did  he  unto  thee  ?  how  opened  he  thy  eyes  ?  He  answered  them :  1  have  told  vou,  and 
ye  did  not  hear.  Wherefore  would  ye  hear  it  again  ?  Will  ye  also  be  his  disciples  ?  Then  they 
reviled  him,  and  said :  Thou  art  his  disciple.  But  we  are  Moses's  disciples,"  John  ix.  26-*-88« 
And  long  before  this :  <<  The  disciples  of  John,  and  of  the  Pharisees,  fast :  but  thy  disciples  fast 
not,"  Mark  ii.  18. 

That  word  is  often  used  in  the  Acts  as  equivalent  to  believer.  "  In  those  days  when  the 
number  of  the  disciples  was  multiplied,  there  arose  a  murmuring  of  the  Grecians  against  the 
Hebrews.  Then  the  twelve  called  the  multitude  of  the  disciples  unto  them,"  ch.  vi.  1,  2.  "  And 
the  word  of  the  Lord  increased,  and  4Jie  number  of  the  disciples  multiplied  in  Jerusalem  greatly," 
ven  7-  "  Now  there  was  at  Joppa  a  certain  disciple  named  Tabitha,"  ch.  ix.  36.  Ananias,  at 
Damascus,  by  whom  Paul  was  baptizec^  is  said  to  oe  **  a  disciple,"  ch.  ix.  10.  Mnason  is  odled 
<Van  old  disciple,"  ch.  xxi.  16.  I  allege  but  one  place  more.  "And  when  he  had  found  him, 
he  brought  him  unto  Antioch.  And  it  came  to  pass,  that  a  whole  year  they  assembled  with  the 
church,  and  taught  much  people.  And  the  disciples,"  or  believers,  **  were  first  called  Christians 
at  Antioch,"  ch.  xi.  26. 

This  then  is  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  To  believe  in  him  is  to  receive  him  as  a  divine  teacher, 
and  his  doctrine  as  true :  or  to  embrace  the  religion  of  Christ,  and  become  his  disciples  and 
followers. 

But  then  two  things  are  here  supposed :  First  that  men  be  instructed  in  the  things  concem- 
mg  the  Lord  Jesus,  or  be  taught  his  doctrine.  And  secondly,  that  they  attend  to  it,  and  under- 
stand  it.  As  St  Paul  says:  **  How  shall  they  believe  in  him,  of  whom  they  have  not  heard ^ 
And  how  shall  they  hear  without  a  preacher?'  Rom.  x.  14.  So  here.  They  said:  "Believe 
on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ :  and  thou  shalt  be  saved,  thou  and  thy  house.  And  they  spake  imto 
him  the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  to  all  that  were  in  his  house."  And  doubtless  he  attended  dili- 
gently. It  is  true  of  him,  which  is  said  of  Lydia.  "  She  heard  us :  whose  heart  the  Lord  opened, 
that  she  attended  to  the  things  that  were  spoken  of  Paul,"  Acts  xvi.  14. 

For  this  reason,  that  men  might  know  the  will  of  God,  our  Lord  went  over  the  •*  cities"  and 
"  villages"  of  the  land  of  Israel,  Matt.  ix.  35 ;  Mark  vi.  6.  56 ;  Luke  xiii.  22  j  preaching  Ae 
doctrine  of  the  kingdom,  laying  hold  of  every  opportunity,  and  aflfecting  occurrence,  to  excite 
attention :  calling  to  men,  to  hearken  and  understand,  sneaking  in  a  famuiar  manner,  sometimes 
using  well  contrived  parables  and  similitudes,  teaching  the  word  to  all  sorts  of  men,  as  they  were 
able  to  bear  it,  in  their  synagogues,  at  the  temple,  at  the  houses  of  Pharisees,  when  they  made 
entertainments,  and  much  company  was  present. 

For  this  end  he  sent  forth  tne  twelve,  and  the  seventy,  to  go  over  the  land  of  Israel,  and  pre- 
pare men  for  him :  and  afterwards  he  enlarged  the  commission  of  the  twelve^  "  to  go  and  teach 
all  nations." 

II.  In  the  next  place  we  are  to  consider  the  benefit  proposed  to  them  who  believe  in  Jesus  : 
"  And  thou  shalt  be  saved :  "  or,  you  shall  know,  what  you  ought  to  do  in  order  to  be  saved  : 
and  if  you  observe  it,  you  will  obtain  salvation. 

This  is  evidently  the  design  of  the  words,  as  they  stand  here  in  connection.  And  it  is  con*, 
finned  by  other  texts.    Cornelius^  at  Cesarea,  was  directed  by  an  angel,  "  who  should  tell  him 
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^of^  whereby  he  and  all  his  house  should  be  saved,"  Acts  xi.  14.  Our  Lord  tetts  the  Jews : 
^  These  things  I  say,  that  ye  might  be  saved/'  John  v.  34.  Zachariah  prophesying  over  John 
the  Baptist  says :  ^*  Thou  shalt  go  before  the  face  of  the  Lord,  to  prepare  Lis  ways,  to  give  know- 
ledge of  salvation,  by  the  remission  of  their  sins,'*  Luke  i.  77.  And  the  evangelist  Mark  assure^ 
iis,  that  after  his  resurrection  our  Lord  said  to  the  Apostles :  "  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and 

E reach  the  gospel  to  every  creature.     He  that  believeth,  and  is  baptized,  shall  be  saved.     And 
e  that  beUeveth  not  shall  be  damned,'*  Mark  xvi.  15,  16. 

III.  We  should  now  observe  the  truth  and  certainty  of  this :  that  he  who  believes  in  tlie 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  shall  have  knowledge  of  the  way  of  salvation :  or  know  what  he  ought  to  do 
ia  order  to  be  saved.  And  if  he  attend  to  the  instructions  contained  in  the  doctrine  of  Christ, 
he  shall  be  saved. 

•  i.  This  is  evident  from  the  doctrine  itself:  for  it  teaches  men  how  they  may  approve  them- 
sdves  to  God,  the  creator  and  governor  of  the  world :  on  whom  we  depend,  for  all  our  happinest 
both  here  and  hereafter. 

Men  are  here  taught  to  repent,  and  then  to  bring  forth  fruits  meet  for  repentance,  or  to  walk 
becoming  the  character  of  Christ's  disciples.  Upon  these  conditions  they  are  assured  of  forgiye- 
Bess  of  past  sins,  and  the  favour  of  God. 

Men  are  instructed  to  love  God  with  all  the  heart,  and  their  neighbours  as  themselves :  and 
to  do  to  others  as  they  would  that  others  should  da  to  them.  They  are  required  to  be  holy  in 
til  manner  of  conversation  :  to  abstain  not  from  some  sins  only,  but  from  all :  to  perform  all  the 
duties  of  their  station  and  condition.  And  they  are  instructed  to  be  careful  about  the  frame  of 
Aeir  minds,  and  to  govern  their  thoughts  and  affections. 

Are  not  these,  and  other  things  contained  in  the  gospel  of  Christ,  excellent  rules  ?  Is  not 
this  true  religion  ?  Does  it  not  appear  very  likely  and  reasonable,  at  first  sights  and  after  mature 
consideration,  that  this  should  be  the  right  way  of  men's  approving  themselves  to  God  ?  and  that 
such  should  be  prepared  for  a  future  happiness  ?  They  who  have  this  perfection  of  sincerity, 
though  not  the  perfection  of  innocence,  cannot  be  finally  rejected  of  God;  but  will  certainly  be 
accepted  and  rewarded  by  him. 

i.  We  know,  that  this  is  the  way  of  salvation  from  many  express  assurances  of  Christ  and 
his  apostles. 

John  iii.  16.  "  God  so  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever 
bdieveth  on  him,  might  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life."  Ver.  24.  "  He  that  heareth  my 
words,  and  believeth  on  him  that  sent  me,  hath  everlasting  life,  and  shall  not  come  into  condemna- 
tion,*' ch.  vUi.  12.  .  "  Then  spake  Jesus  unto  them  again :  I  am  the  light  of  the  world.  He  that 
ftjloweth  me  shall  not  walk  in  darkness :  but  shall  have  the  light  of  life.'*  And  says  John  tlie 
apostle  and  evangelist,  near  the  conclusion  of  his  gospel :  **  These  things  are  written,  that  ye 
might  believe,  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  and  that  believing  ye  might  have  life 
fiuough  his  name,"  John  xx.  21 . 

Therefore  the  will  of  God,  taught  by  Christ  and  his  apostles,  is  called  the  "  word  of  life," 
Philip,  ii.  16.  And  "the  word  of  truth,  the  gospel  of  our  salvation,"  Eph.  i.  13.  Soon  after 
the  ascension  of  Jesus,  the  apostles  were  imprisoned  by  the  Jewish  rulers ;  but  were  delivered 
by  an  angel,  who  said,  **  Go,  stand  and  speak  in  the  temple  to  the  people  all  the  words  of  this 
Hfe^*^  Acts  V.  20.  And  they  who  rejected  this  doctrine  are  said  to  "judge  themselves  unworthy 
of  everlasting  life,"  ch.  xiii.  46. 

S.  We  are  farther  assured  of  the  truth  of  what  our  Lord  and  his  apostles  taught  from  the  con- 
firmation given  to  their  doctrine  by  the  miracles  wrought  by  them  :  works  of  divine  power,  and 
manifest  tokens  of  the  divine  presence  with  them,  and  concurrence  with  them  in  their  design. 

No  men  could  do  such  things  "  if  God  was  not  with  them,"  John  iii.  2.  Our  Lord  was  a 
prophet,  "mighty  in  word  and  deed,  before  God  and  all  the  people,"  Luke  xxiv.  19«  Or,  as 
St.  Peter  says,  at  the  house  of  Cornelius,  a  gentile,  "  God  anointed  Jesus  of  Nazareth  with  the 
Holy  Ghost,  and  with  power :  who  went  about,  healing  all  that  were  oppressed  of  the  devil.  For 
God  was  with  him,"  Acts  x*  38.  He  had  "  the  Spirit  without  measure,"  John  iii.  34.  And 
from  him  also  the  apostles  received  grace  to  accomplish  the  ministry  assigned  to  them.  They 
were  enlightened  themselves,  and  they  taught  the  truth  to  others  with  perspicuity.  "  The  Loi'd 
worked  with  them,  and  confirmed  the  word  with  signs  following,"  Mark  xvi.  20. 

Beside  their  miraculous  works  of  divine  power,  we  might  observe  their  divine  temper :  the 
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spotless  innocence  of  Jesus,  and  the  shining  virtue  of  his  apostles  :  their  meekness,  patience,  inde^ 
Jatigable  and  disinterested  zeal.  Whence  we  may  be  assured,  they  thought  as  they  said :  an^f 
were  firmly  persuaded,  that  the  word  they  taught  was  from  heaven,  and  that  whosoever  received 
it  and  obeyed  it  would  be  saved. 

V  4.  They  who  receive  thi^  doctrine  are  in  the  way  of  salvation :  for  it  contains  motives  and 
considerations  of  great  moment,  to  induce  men  to  follow  and  obey  its  precepts. 

Here  life  and  immortality  are  set  in  a  clear  and  engaging  light.  We  are  mightily  animated 
and  encouraged  by  the  perfect  example,  ^  the  willing  death,  and  the  triumphant  resurrection  and 
ascension  of  Jesus  Christ  And  in  the  glory  set  before  us,  by  him  and  his  gospel,  there  is  what 
may  overbalance  all  the  influence  of  present  and  sensible  things,  and  assist  us  in  overcoming  this 
\yorld,  and  all  its  temptations. 

5.  To  which  I  may  add  one  consideration  more,  as  an  evidence  of  this  truth :  this  doctrine 
contains  some  instructions  which  must  be  of  singular  use  to  us  in  our  present  circumstances. 

Here  are  not  only  the*  necessary,  reasonable  precepts  of  true  holiness :  but  also  some  excelletit 
directions,  yery  expedient  for  us  in  our  state  of  frailty :  whilst  we  are  imperfect,  and  are  surrounded; 
with  snares.  "  Watch  and  prav,  that  ye  enter  not  into  temptation,  and  be  not  overcome  of  eviU 
Let  your  loins  be  girded,  and  your  lights  burning :  and  ye  yourselves  like  unto  men  that  wait  fon 
tlieir  lord.  Continue  to  work  out  your  salvation  with  fear  and  trembling.  Be  diligent,  that  ye 
may  be  found  of  him  in  peace.'* 

These  considerations  amount  to  a  full  proof  of  this  truth :  and  shew,  that  they  who  attend 
to  this  doctrine  canot  fail  of  salvation.  The  rule  is  right  and  infallible,  if  observed.  And  it  is 
of  such  a  nature,  that  they  who  know  it,  and  think  of  it,  must  be  forcibly  engaged  to  act  accord- 
ing to  it.  As  St.  Paul  says :  «  The  gospel  of  Christ  is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation,  to  eyerf 
qne  that  believeth,**  Rom.  i.  16* 


SERMON  XII. 

THE  GOSPEL  THE  TRUE  WAY  OF  SALVATION. 

And  Biey  said:  Believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ :  and  thou  shalt  be  saved, 

and  thy  house.  Acts  xvi.  31. 

In  discoursing  on  these  words;  I  have  already  shewn  what  is  to  be  understood,  both  here  and 
felsewhere;  by  believing  in  Jesus.  Christ :  or  the  nature  of  faith  in  him.    Next,  the  benefit  here 

?roposed  and  promised,  which  is  salvation.  And  thirdly,  the  connection  between  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ,  and  salvation,  with  the  evidence  of  it. 

IV.  I  now  intend  to  mention  some  inferences  by  way  of  application. 

1.  We  perceive- from  the  history  before  us,  that  affecting  awakening  occurrences  in  life  are 
sometimes  of  great  use  to  men.  ' 

The  keeper  of  the  prison  at  Philippi  by  the  shaking  of  the  prison,  and  the  loosening  of  the 
bands  of  all  under  his  cnarge,  was  brought  into  great  distress  of  mind  :  supposing  that  the  prison- 
ers had  escaped,  and  fearing  the  displeasure  of  his  superiors.  But  that  distress  was  useful.  He 
was  brought  to  serious  thoughts  of  religion,  and  a  concern  for  eternal  salvation,  and  How  to 
obtain  it. 

The  Lord  was  pleased  to  render  the  conversion  of  Saul  very  affecting,  who  was  to  be  an  in* 
strument  in  converting  many  others,  and  who  was  likely  to  meet  with  many  difficulties  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  office  lor  which  he  was  designed.  As  he  was  journeying  to  Damascus,  Acts  ix* 
in  the  company  of  others,  with  a  design  to  apprehend  all  whom  he  snould  find  there,  that  called 
upon  the  name  of  Jesus :  "  suddenly  there  shined  round  about  him  a  light  from  heaven,  insomuch 
that  he  fell  to  the  earth :  and  then  heard  a  voice  saying  unto  him :  Saul,  Saul,  why  persecutest 
thou  me?   And  he  said :  Who  art  tUgu,  Lord  ?    And  we  Lord  said :  I  am  Jesus  whom  thou  per* 
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ifecutestl— And  tie  trembling  and  astonished,  said :  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do?'*  Much 
after  the  same  manner  with  the  gaoler  at  Philippi :  "  Sirs,  what  shall  I  do  to  be  saved  ?  And  the 
Lord  said  unto  him  :  Arise,  go  ii^o  the  city  ;  and  it  shall  be  told  thee  what  thou  must  do — V 
And  "  Saul  arose  from  the  earth — And  they  led  him  by  the  hand,  and  brought  him  to  Damascus. 
And  he  was  three  days  without  sight :  and  neither  did  eat  nor  drink/* 

Possibly  some  appearances  less  awful,  some  means  less  awakening  than  these,  might  have 
been  sufficient  to  work  upon  Saul,  and  convince  him  of  his  sin.  Somewhat  less  than  all  this 
might  have  sufficed  to  induce  him  to  become  of  a  persecutor  a  preacher  of  the  Gospel :  never- 
tlieless  we  may  reasonably  think,  that, every  part  of  that  remarkable  transaction  was  wisely  or- 
dered. It  was  suited  to  make  deep  impressions  on  Saul,  and  would  be  of  lasting  use  to  secure 
.  his  future  steadiness,  faithfulness,  and  zeal. 

In  a  like  manner,  still,  remarkable  occurrences  in  life,  whether  signal  deliverances  or  afflictive 
events,  though  not  miraculous,  may  be  overruled  by  Divine  Providence  for  reclaiming  men  from 
a  sinful  course  of  life,  or  for  alarming  good  men  fallen  into  negligence  and  security. 

2;  We  may  collect  from  this  history,  that  the  Christiap  religion  does  not  condemn  or  forbid 
the  exercise  of  any  employments  and  offices  that  are  necessary  and  useful  in  this  world. 

This  person,  afler  his  conversion  to  Christianity,  seems  still  to  have  continued  in  the  office  of 
keeper  ot  the  prison  at  Philippi.  He  believed  and  had  been  baptized.  And  afler  this,  '*  when 
it  was  day,  the  magistrates  sent  the  Serjeants,  saying.  Let  these  men  go.  And  the  keeper  of^the 
prison  told  this  saying  to  Paul :  The  magistrates  have  sent  to  let  you  go.  Now  therefore  depart, 
and  go  in  peace.'*  The  order  of  the  magistrates  was  sent  to  him ;  and  he  delivered  it  to  Paul 
and  Silas.  He  was  therefore  still  in  his  former  office.  Nor  does  it  appear  that  St  Paul  had  en-i 
joined  him  to  quit  it. 

Whilst  therefore  no  sinful  compliances  are. insisted  upon  as  qualifications,  any  useful  and  ne- 
cessary office  may  be  discharged  by  a  Christian. 

S.  We  cannot  but  observe  here  a  just  character  of  the  Christian  religion.  It  is  the  doctrine 
of  salvation :  it  teaches  nien  what  they  ought  to  do  to  be  saved. 

We  have  formerly  shewed  the  connection  between  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  and  salvation  ;  never^ 
theless  it  is  fit  to  make  this  remark  here.  Jesus  is  eminently  the  Saviour.  He  **  saves  his  people 
from  their  sins,**  Matt  i.  21.  He  "delivers  from  the  wrath  to  come,"  1  Thess.  i.  10;  and  will 
bestow  eternal  life  upon  them  that  obey  him.  Says  the  angel  to  the  shepherds  near  Bethlehem: 
•*  I  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which  shall  be  to  afl  people :  for  unto  you  is  born  this  day 
in  the  city  of  David  a  Saviour,  which  is  Christ  the  Lord,**  Luke  ii.  10, 1 1  j  ana  his  gospel  is  called 
**  the  saving  grace  of  God,'*  Tit.  ii.  11. 

Such  then  is  the  word  taught  by  Christ.  It  is  the  doctrine  of  salvation.  It  is  not  a  scheme 
6f  natural  philosophy,  teaching  the  several  orders  and  powers  of  invisible  beings ;  or  the  hidden 
nature  and  various  properties  of  material  things.  It  is  not  a  system  of  civil  policy  and  govern- 
ment. It  is  not  the  art  of  fine  speaking  and  rhetorical  discourse.  But  it  teaches  men  of  every 
rank  and  condition  the  duties  of  their  condition,'  and  the  several  branches  of  piety  :  what  they 
ought  to  do  to  be  saved :  how  they  ought  to  walk  that  they  may  please  God.  It  affi)rds  direc- 
tions and  assistances  for  persevering  in  virtue :  for  resisting  and  overcoming  temptations,  so  as 
that  they  may  maintain  their  integrity  to  the  end,  and  have  peace  in  deatn,  and  inherit  ever- 
lasting life. 

4.  The  Christian  doctrine  is  fitted  to  awaken,  convince,  and"  reform  men  of  every  temper,  and 
every  station  in  life. 

We  have  a  proof  of  it  in  the  conversion  of  this  person,  who  had  been  employed  in  an  oflSce 
irhich  is  apt  to  render  men  rough  and  untractable ;  which  is,  perhaps,  more  especially  fit  for  such 
tempers ;  and  is  also  Ukcly  to  cherish  self-confidence,  fierceness,  and  austerity  of  behaviour. 

Such  an  one  is  the  convert  in  the  text.  We  see  what  he  once  was  ;  how  he  was  affected,  and 
how  he  was  changed  and  reformed.  Paul  and  Silas,  having  been  accused  before  the  rulers  of 
I%ilippi,  were  beaten  by  their  order ;  after  whiclrthe  same  rulers  cast  them  into  prison,  "  charging 
the  gaoler  to  keep  them  safely.  Who  having  received  such  a  charge,  thrust  them  into  the  inner 
prison,  and  made  their  feet  fast  in  stocks.**  He  readily  executed  a  severq  sentence ;  and  possibly, 
added  to  the  rigour  of  it.  "  And  at  midnight  Paul  and  Silas  prayed,  and  sang  praises  to  GoA, 
aiul  the  prisoners  heard  them.  And  suddenly  there  was  a  great  earthquake,  so  that  the  founda- 
tions of  the  prison  were  shaken :  and  immediately  all  the  doors  were  opened,  and  ex^xy  man's 

R  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


't^  TT^g  tTbspei  thei^m!^  t^^^^  ..p.^pi^tL  „,>^^^^ 


hands  were  loosed.  And  the  keeper  of  the  prison  awaking  out  of  his  sl^ep,  and*  Aeit)g  the  pri$€W: 
doors  open,  drew  his  sword,  and  would  have  killed  himself/*  Here  we  see  the  rashness  and 
resolution  of  a  man  of  strong  passions.  "  But  Paul  cried  wit^a  loud  voice,  saying,  Do  thyself 
no  harm  ;  for  we  are  all  here.  Then  he  called  for  a  light,  and  sprang  in,  and  came  trembling; 
and  fell  down  before  Paul  and  Silas,  and  brought  them  out,  and  said,  Sirs,  what  must  I  do  to  be 
saved  ?**  Now  he  is  affected  to  a  great  degree,  and  in  good  measure  humbled  and  softened. 
Sensible  of  his  ignorance  and  guilt,  he  inquires  how  he  may  be  saved  :  and  he  is  open  to  convicr 
tion.  When  the  truth  is  proposed  to  him,  he  embraceth  it,  and  practises  compassion  and  tender- 
ness, to  which  he  had  hitherto  been  a  stranger.  **  And  they  said  unto  him :  Believe  on  the 
J-ord  Jesus  Christ,  and  thou  shalt  be  saved,  and  thy  house.  And  they  spake  unto  him  the  word" 
of  the  Lord,  and  to  all  that  were  in  his  house.  And  he  took  them  the  same  hour  of  the  m'ght, 
and  washed  their  stripes ;  and  was  baptized,  he  and  all  his  straightway."  How  obedient  is  he  to 
the  heavenly,  saving  doctrine  of  the  gospel !  "  And  when  he  had  brought  them  into  his  house» 
he  set  meat  before  them,  and  rejoiced,  believing  in  God  with  all  his  house."  How  great  is 
this  change !       .       - 

Indeed,  the  doctrine  of  the  gospel,  setting  before  men  the  evil  of  sin,  the  necessity  of  holiness^ 
the  future  misery  of  the  wicked,  the  glory  of  heaven  for  the  righteous,  and  the  grace  of  God  to 
ail  that  repent  :*  and  speaking  of  these  things  clearly  and  strongly,  in  a  manner  unknown  to 
;*eason,  and  the  law  of  Moses,  is  adapted  to  make  impressions  npon  all  who  are  capable  of  thought 
and  consideration. 

And  thus,  as  «*  Christ  Jesus  came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners,"  1  Tim.  i.  15 ;  and  "to  call 
men  to  repentance,"  Matt.  ix.  13 ;  he  does  by  his  doctrine  effectually  bring  them  to  repentance, 
and  saves  them  from  their  sins. 

5.  The  Christian  religion,  and  they  who  are  animated  by  its  principles,  are  concerned  for  the 
Welfare  of  men  of  every  age  and  every  condition. 

This  person  said  to  Paul  and  Silas :  "  Sirs,  what  must  I  do  to  be  saved  ?  And  they  said  r 
Believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  and  thou  shalt  be  saved,  and  thy  house.  And  they  spake  unto 
him  the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  to  all  that  were  in  his  house :"  some,  verjr  probably,  in  early  age, 
some  of  very  mean  condition,  hired  servants  and  bondsmen,  slaves  for  a  time,  or  for  life :  but  aU 
rational,  accountable  beings,  capable  of  salvation,  and  formed  for  everlasting  life,  if  thev  do  not 
render  themselves  unworthy  of  it.  And  Cornelius,  of  Cesarea,  was  directed  by  an  angel  to  send 
lor  Peter :  who  would  tell  him  words  whereby  he  and  all  his  mi^ht  be  saved. 

6.  We  learn  from  this  history,  as  well  as  from  divers  other  thmgs  in  the  book  of  the  Acts,  and 
from  other  parts  of  the  New  Testament,  tliat  the  Christian  doctrine,  or  the  great  things  of  religion^ 
may  be  taught  and  understood  in  a  short  space  of  time. 

It  could  be  only  some  general  knowledge  of  the  doctrine  of  Paul,  which  this  person  had  before.. 
But  now*  upon  some  short  discourses  and^  arguments  of  the  apostle,  he  becomes  a  believer,  and  is 
baptized.  So  likewise  Lydia  "  attended  to  the  things  that  were  spoken  of  Paul :"  and  she  and  her 
household  were  baptized  forthwith.  And  upon  Peter's  first  sermon  at  Jerusalem,  after  our  Lord's 
"  ascension,  they  that  gladly  received  his  word,  were  baptized.  And  the  same  day  were  added  to 
them  about  three  thousand  men,"  Acts  ii.  41.  Afterwards,  "  Philip  went  down  to  the  city  of  Sama- 
ria and  preached  Christ  unto  them.  And  the  people  with  one  accord  gave  heed  unto  those 
things  which  Philip  spake;  hearing  and  seeing  the  miracles  which  he  did And  there  was 

Seat  joy  in  that  city And  when  they  believed  Philip,  preaching  the  things  concerning  the 
ngdom  of  God,  and  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  they  were  baptized,  both  men  and  women,*' 
ch.  viii.  5 — 12.  Not  long  after  this,  Philip  by  divine  direction,  meets  the  chamberlain  and  trea- 
surer  of  Candace,  queen  of  Ethiopia,  a  proselyte  of  the  Jewish  religion,  who  had  been  up  at 
Jerusalem  to  worship  :  and  Philip  preached  Jesus  unto  him.  After  a  short  conversation,  travel- 
ling in  the  chariot,  he  is  convinced,  and  proposes  to  be  baptized.  Philip  said  :  "  If  thou  believest 
wiSi  all  thy  heart,  thou  mayest.  He  answered,  and  said :  I  believe  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the 
Son  of  God.     Then  Philip  baptized  him,"  ver.  26 — 38. 

It  seems  therefore,  that  the  Christian  religion  may  be  so  set  before  men,  as  that  they  shall  in 
a  short  time  attain  to  a  competent  knowledge  of  it,  and  believe  upon  good  grounds.  And  it 
must  be  agreeable  to  think,  that  the  knowledge  of  the  doctrine  of  salvation,  in  which  all  men  are 
cpncemed,  is  not  a  very  abstruse  and  difficult  science,  but  easy,  and  upon  the  level  with  ordinary 
trapacities. 
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Ifldee<l»  where  there  are  strong  prejudices  and  worldly  passions  prevaSing  greatly,  as  in 
most  of  the  Jews  in  our  Saviour's  time,  the  best  instructions  will  have  little  CTCCt.  But  when 
men  are  well  disposed,  the  Christian  religion  and  its  evidences  may  be  soon  perceived  and  urU 
derstood,  if  rightly  proposed.  This  is  manifest  from  the  instances  in  the  Acts,  just  mentioned  $ 
and  from  many  sincere  conversions,  and  numerous  churches  formed  by  the  apostles  in  divers 
places  in  a  short  space  of  time. 

However,  in  such  a  world  as  ours,  where  there  are  temptations  of  no  small  force,  and  nu- 
merous amusements  and  avocations,  it  is  requisite  that  we  carefully  attend  to  "  the  things  which 
we  have  heard,'*  Heb.  ii.  1,  and  often  meditate  upon  them.  Nor  should  we  forsake  the  assem^ 
bKes  of  Christians,  but  stir  up  one  another  to  love  and  good  works,  ch.  x.  24,  25. 

Moreover  some  will  teach  things  which  they  ought  not,  for  the  sake  of  private  interest :  and 
there  is  danger,  if  we  are  not  upon  our  guard,  lest  some  articles  should  be  mixed  with  the  pure 
and  uncorrupted  doctrine  of  the  gospel>  that  tend  to  enervate  its  purifying  and  sanctifying  inv 
flaences. 

And  we  should  go  on  to  perfection,  and  improve  in  religious  knowledge  and  useful  gifls, 
that  we  may  be  able  to  instruct  and  admonish  others. 

St.  Paul,  as  we  all  know,  cultivated  the  good  principles  which  he  had  planted  in  the  minds 
of  men.  He  was  greatly  solicitous  for  theil*  welfare,  and  apprehensive  lest  by  some  means  they 
should  be  seduced  and  perverted  from  the  simplicity  that  is  in  Christ.  He  therefore  sent  to 
them  some  of  his  fellow-labourers,  in  whom  he  could  confide,  to  strengthen  and  comfort  them : 
or  by  personal  visits,  or  by  epistles,  reminded  them  of  the  truths  he  had  taught:  exhorting 
them  to  be  "  steadfast  in  the  faith,'*  and  to  adorn  it  by  a  holy  conversation  :  "  Beseeching  and 
exhorting  them  by  the  Lord  Jesus,  that  as  they  had  received  of  him,  how  they  ought  to  walk 
and  to  please  God,  so  they  would  abound  more  and  more,"  1  Thess.  iv.  1. 

7.  We  are  hence  enabled  to  form  a  just  estimate  of  the  conduct  of  those  who  receive,  and 
of  those  who  reject  the  gospel. 

For  the  doctrine  of  the  gospel  is  a  kind  proposal  and  gracious  message  from  God  to  mankind, 
by  Jesus  Christ  and  his  apostles,  and  others  after  them,  instructing  men  in  the  way  of  salvation, 
teaching  them  how  they  may  obtain  eternal  life,  and  surmount  and  overcome  every  obstacle  in  the 
Way  to  it. 

They  tlierefore  who  receive  and  obey  it  act  wisely.  They  consult  their  present  peace,  and  se* 
cure  to  themselves  the  happiness  of  a  better  life. 

What  then  do  they  who  reject  it?  As  St.  Luke  says  of  some  :  "  they  reject  the  counsel 
of  God  against**  or  toward  "  themselves,**  Luke  vii.  SO.  It  becomes  us  to  be  cautious  how  we 
censure  particular  persons  :  remembering  St.  Paul's  advice  :  "  Judge  nothing  before  the  time,*^ 
1  Cor.  iv.  5.  God  only  knows  the  heaits  of  men,  and  all  their  peculiar  circumstances.  But 
where  the  gospel  is  propased  in  truth  and  simplicity,  men  had  need  to  take  heed  how  they  reject 
it:  and  should  at  least  afford  it  a  serious  attention  and  impartial  examination. 

.  8.  It  follows  from  what  has  been  said,  that  we,  to  whom  the  doctrine  of  the  gospel  has  been 
preached,  and  who  have  received  it  as  the  word  of  God,  know  the  way  of  salvation,  and  may 
obtain  eternal  life  if  we  use  due  care  and  diligence. 

And,  certainly,  we  ought  so  to  do ;  and  not  neglect  any  of  the  rules  and  precepts  that  have 
been  delivered  to  us.  The  profession  of  Christianity  will  not  save  us.  Christians,  so  called,  if 
they  are  wicked,  are  not  in  the  way  of  salvation :  for  they  do  not  the  things  which  their  reJigion 
teaches  they  ought  to  do  in  order  to  be  saved.  They  are  condemned,  and  excluded  from  hap- 
juness  by  tne  very  rules  and  laws  of  that  religion  which  they  profess  to  receive  as  divine.  Such 
therefore  are  still  **  in  the  gall  of  bitterness,  and  bond  of  iniquity.  They  have  no  part  or  lot 
in  this  matter.  Their  heart  is  not  right  in  the  sight  of  God,**  Acts  ix.  ^0 — 23.  And  they 
cannot  but  know,  that  they  should  immediately  repent  and  seek  forgiveness  of  God,  or  they 
perish  for  ever ;  and  their  ruin  will  be  great  and  terrible. 

9.  We  have  here  a  good  argument  to  be  stedfast  in  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and  to  let  his 
word  abide  in  us. 

For  it  is  the  word  of  life.  It  is  the  doctrine  of  salvation*  Does  it  want  any  thing  to  com* 
plete  that  character?  Is  there  any  other  word  equal  to  it?  Is  it  not  strict  to  a  great  degree? 
Are  not  ita  roles  and  precepts  reasonable  and  excellent  ?  And  does  it  not  afford  the  best  argo* 
jaents  that  can  be  devised,  to  promote  and  secure  that  \miversal  holiness  which  it  requires  ? 
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Indeed,  it  is  fiupposed  in  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  that  <*  some  may  fall  affray/  who  were 
once  enlightened,  and  have  tasted  the  good  word  of  God,  and  the  powers  of  the  world  to  come/' 
-Hcb.  vi.  And  St.  Peter  makes  the  supposition,  "  that  some,  who  have  escaped  the  pollutions  o£ 
•the  world  through  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord. and  Saviour  Jesu^  Christ,  may  be  agam  entangled 
therein,  and  overcome,*'  2  Pet,  ii.  20.  And  St.  Paul  with  grief  speaks  of  "  many,  who  so 
walked,**  as  to  shew  themselves  "  enemies  of  the  cross  of  Christ,**  Philip,  iii.  18. 

But  these  instances  do  not  invalidate  the  truth  of  God,  nor  the  power  of  the  gospel  of 
Christ :  which  does  very  forcibly  **  teach  us  to  deny  all  ungodliness  and  worldly  lusts,  and  to 
live  soberly,  righteously,  and  godly,  in  this  present  world,**  Tit.  ii.  12.  St.  Paul  therefore  was 
not  ashamed  of  the  gospel  of  Christ :  knowing  it  to  be  "  the  power  of  God  to  salvation,  botk 
to  Jews  and  Gentiles.'*  And  he  therefore  glories  in  it,  because  "  thereby  the  world  had  been 
crucified  to  him,  and  he  to  the  world/*  St.  James  makes  no  hesitation  to  exhort  men  to  ♦*  rie- 
ceive  with  meekness  the  engrafted  word,  which  is  able  to  save  their  souls,**  Jam.  i.  21. 

Let  us  then  esteem  the  doctrine  of  the  gospel  as  a  very  precious  advantage,  teaching  us  how 
to  act,  so  as  to  approve  ourselves  to  God  :  how  to  perform  the  duties  of  our  stations :  how  to 
improve  the  mercies  and  afflictions  of  this  state,  so  as  that  we  may  lay  up  a  good  foundation 
agsunst  the  time  to  come,  and  obtain  everlasting  life. 

Happy  discoveries  are  pleasing  and  entertaining  to  men,  whilst  new  and  fresh :  but  they  are 
really  a  good  foundation  of  lasting  joy.  We  have  reason  always  to  rejoice,  and  think  ourselves 
happy,  that  we  have  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  way  of  salvation 
through  him.  It  was  the  abiding  frame  of  the  apostle  Paul.  And  after  that  tne  gospel  had 
cost  him  much  of  those  things  which  are  highly  esteemed  by  the  most,  he  declares,  that  he 
*^  counted  all  things**  base  and  contemptible,  **  for  the  excellence  of  the  knowledge  of  Christ 
Jesus  his^Lord,**  Philip,  iii,  8. 

10.  Finally,  this  subject  puts  us  in  mind  of  the  importance  of  our  preaching  and  hearing. 

Says  St.  Paul  to  Timothy  :  "  Take  heed  to  thyself,  and  to  tliy  doctrine.  Continue  in  them. 
For  so  doing,  thou  shalt  both  save  thyself,  and  them  that  hear  thee,**  1  Tim.  iv,  16.  This  is 
the  design  of  our  preaching:  to  teach  men  the  way  of  salvation,  and  to  persuade  them  to  waHc 
and  persevere  therein:  Such  therefore  must  be  the  usual  topics  of  our  discourse,  as  explain 
the  certain  principles,  and  enforce  the  great  duties  of  religion.  And  such  things  ought  to  he 
•oaxet'idly  attended  to. 

And  when  men  receive  the  truth  in  the  love  of  it,  and  come  under  the  power  of  it :  when 
their  affections  are  set  lipon  things  above :  and  they  can  be  contented  in  every  condition :  when 
men  live  in  love  and  friendship  :  and  their  moderation  is  conspicuous  t  and  they  are  ready  td 
6fSces  of  goodness  of  various  kinds,  to  all  men :  this  is  the  best  recompense,  the  most  desirable 
fruit  of  well  meant  endeavours,  to  instruct  men  in  things  of  religion :  greater  thab  applauses 
for  elegance  of  speech,  and  exactness  of  method,  or  any  thing  else  that  can  be  named.  Such 
hearers  are  an  honour  to  their  instructors.  And  if  they  who  speak,  and  they  who  hear,  arfe 
saved  in  the  day  of  the  Lord,  they  will  be  mutually  a  crown  of  glory  and  rejoicing,  when  the 
most  splendidi  and  the  most  durable  things  of  this  earth  are  no  more. 


SERMON  XIIL 

THE  GOOD  EXERCISE  OF  FAITH. 

Fight  the  good  fght  if  faith.    Lay  hold  on  eternal  life :  whereUnto  thou  art  also  called^  and  hast 
professed  a  good  profession  before  many  witnesses.     1  Tim*  vi.  12. 

There  are  some  texts  of  scripture,  that  at  first  appear  plain,  and  easy  to  be  understood :  which 
yfet  are  somewhat  diflScult  and  obscure,  and  the  precise  naeahing  is  not  readily  apprehended. 
And  sometimes  we  are  liable  to  be  diverted  from  the  right  meaning  by  a  translation.  Which  is 
not  always  owing  to  the  mistake  of  the  translators  of  the  bible  :  but  rather  to  some  defect  ia 
modern  languages,  which  want  words  corresponding  to  the  ancient  original. 
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TAtf  good  Exercise  t^f  Faith.  IS7 

Pf  thifi  we  seem  to  have  an  instance  in  the  present  te;^t.  •*  Fight  the  good  fight  of  faith.*^. 
Many  may  be  apt  to  think,  that  the  apostle's  metaphorical  expressions  are  taken  from  wars  and 
battles :  and  that  he  here  recommends  to  Timothy,  tq  behave  as  a  valiant  soldier  in  the  service 
of  the  gospel.  And  they  may  be  the  more,  induced  to  this  apprehension  by  some  otlier  exhort 
tations  to  Timothy,  where  the  allusion  is  manifest.  "  This  charge  I  commit  unto  thee,  son 
Timothy,-—— that  thou,  mightest  war.  a  good  warfare,'*  1  Tim,  i.  18..  And,  "Thou  therefore 
endure  hardness,  as  a  good  soldier,  of  Jesus  Christ,*'  %  Tim.  ii.  .34.  Moreover  St.  Paul  ha» 
made  lise  of  thp  same  allusion  in,  an  exhprtation  to  Christians  in  general :  "  Wherefore  take  unto 
you  the  whole  armour  of.  God-— — Stand  therefore,  having  your  loias  girt  about  with  truth,  and 
having  on  the  breastplate  of  righteousness :  ^nd  your  feet  shod  with,  the  preparation  of  the* 
gospel  of  peace.  Above  all  taking  the  shield  of  faith,  wherewith,  ye  shall  be  able  to  quench  aH 
the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked  one :  and  take,  the  helmet  of  salvation,  and  the  sword  of  the  spirit^ 
which  is  the  word  of  God,'*  Eph.  vi.  13 — VJ. 

Nevertheless  it  appears  frorq  the  original  words,*  that  the  apostle  alludes  not  here  to  the  life 
of  a  soldier  engaged  in  wars ;  but  ramer  to  the  games,  at  that  time  very  famous  among  the 
Greeks,  and  in  some  parts  of  Asia,  which  had  learned  the  Greek  customs:  and,,  indeed,  abnost 
all  over  th^  Roman  empire.  In  which  games  there  were  contentions  in  the  way  of,  racing,  on 
foot  and  inch^riots,  2^nd  ix\  the  way  of  combat.  Ami  the  present  text  i?  rather  to  be  explained 
by  that  in  the  ninth  chapter,  of  the  first  to  the  Corinthians,  than  by  that  before  cited  from  the> 
epistle  to  the  Ephesians.  ,  The  pa3sage  is  to  tJiis  purpose :  "Know  ye  not,  that  they  which  nm> 
in  a  race,  run  all,  but  one  receiveth  the  prize?  So  run,  that  ye  may  obtain.  And  every  man» 
that  striveth  for  the  mastery,  i?  temperate  in,  all  things.  Now  they  dp  it,  to  obtain  a  corrupti- 
ble crown ;  but  we  an  incorruptible.  I  therefore  so  run,  not  as  uncertainly :  so  fight  I,  not  as. 
one  that  beateth  the  air,*'  l.Cor.  ix,  24 — ^Sfci}  where  the  apostle  alludes  to  two  of  the  exercises 
of  those  games,  running  and  boxing, 

Such  is  the  figurative  expression  in. the  text:  and  perhaps  the  allusion  might  be  made  more^ 
manifest,  and  the  ambiguity  in  some  measure  avoided,  if  the  original  were  rendered,  **  Exer- 
cise the  good  exercise  of  faith.'*  The  word  here  rendered  fight,  is  the  same  with  that  which  is^ 
rendered  "  striving  for  the  mastery"  in  the  paasiage  just  quoted  from  the  first  to.  the  Corinthians. 
Every**"  one  that  striveth  for  the  mastery,"  or  everyone  that  striveth  in  the  game^  **  is  tem* 
pa^e  in  all  things."  And  we  have  the  same  expression  again  in  another  place,  where  St.  Paul 
says,  "  I '  have  fought  a  good  fight,"  2  Tim.  iv.  7  ;  or,  I  have  exercised  a  good  exercise.  He  had 
lumself  done  what  he  here  exhorts  Timothy  to  do. 

It  is  not  unusual  with  the  apostle  to  compare*  and  very  elegantly,  the  Christian  course,  that 
18,  the  life  of  private. Christians,  or  of  those  who  are  in  some  onice  m  the  church,  to  a  warfare, 
and  to  a  contention  in  the  public  and  celebrated  games,  then  in,  use  among  the  people  most  re-*" 
nowned  for  politeness :  in  which, games  some  of  the  most  distinguished  citizens  of  those  places: 
entered  themselves.  And  these  two  allusions  are  joined  together  by  him  in  a  text,  in  part  quoted, 
already:  **  Tliou  therefore  endure  hardness,  as  a  good  soldier  of  Jesus  Christ.  No  man  tliat 
wars,  entangles  himself  in  the  afiairs  of  this  life ;  that  he  may  please  him,  who  has  chosen  him< 
to  be  a  soldier.  And  ^  if  a  man  strive  for  the  mastery,  he  is  not  crowned,  unless  he  strive  law-* 
fully,"  2  Tim.  ii.  3— >5. 

Tlie  genei:al  design  of  the  exhortation  is :  '.Exercise  the  good  exercise  of  faith,  so  as  to  ob- 
'tain  the  prize  of  eternal  life,  to  which  thou  art  called  in  the  g(^pel :  and  for  obtaining  whictv 
'thou  hast  engaged  to  exert  thyself,  by  that  good  profession,  which  thou  hast  already  made  ia 
^  the  presence  of  many  witnesses,  or  spectators.' 

In  farther  discoursing  on  these  words  1  shall  observe  this  metjiod.. 

I.  I  shall  shew  what  is  meant  by  "  exercising  the  exercise  of  faith*'^ 

II.  Why  it  i^  called  a  ^ood  fight  or  exercise. 

III.  And  thea  condude  with  a.  practical  application.  , 

I.  I  would  consider  what  is  meant  by  "  i&xercising  the  exercise  of  faith.'*" 
Some  have  hereby  understood  contending  for  the  truth  of  the  gospel,  maintaining,  and  pro- 
pagating it  in  the  workL    But  tbat^  I  think,  is  but  one  part  of  the  exercise^  or,  contention  here 
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moken  of.    For  Timothy  appears  ta  me  to  be  here  as  much,  or  rather  moxe  exhwted  as  a 
Christian,  than  as  an  Evangelist. 

By  the  tight  (rf'  faith  I  suppose  to  be  intended  the  fight  of  the  gospel ;  or  that  fight  and 
exercise  which  the  gospel  requires ;  or  ^which  Jesus  Christ  teaches  ^ind  recominen(&  in  the 
gospel. 

And  by  the  fight,  or  exercise  4)f  faith,  I  would  iinderstsmd  the  practice  of  all  vntue,  a  course 
of  holy  obedience  to  the  dictates  of  reason,  and  the  commands  of  God.  The -connection  assures 
Us  of  this.  St.  Paul  had  argued  against  the  selfish  designs  of  some,  and  shewn  the  «vil  of  co^ 
tetousness.  Whereupon  he  adds  :  "  But  thou,  O  man  of  God,  flee  these  things :  and  follow 
after  righteousness,  godliness,  faith,  love,  patience,  ojeekness,*'  1  Tim.  vi.  11.  "  Tight  the 
good  fight  of  faith.**  Or,  exercise  the  good  exercise  of  the  gospel.  Which  is  ako  agreeable  to 
another  exhortation  in  the  second  epistle  to  this  same  person,  2  Tim.  ii.  21,  '22. 

This  exhortation  is  fitly  addressed  to  private  Christians,  as  well  as  to  a  minister  of  the  gospel: 
whilst  at  the  same  time  difierent  stations  and  circumstances  will  infer,  in  some  respects,  cufferent 
duties  and  obligations. 

*  The  fight  of  faith,  as  *  one  expresseth  it,  includes  an  open  t)rofes3ion,  and  strenuous  de* 
*  fending  the  doctrine  of  faith,  and  making  it  good  by  a  life  suitaole  to  the  rule  of  fisiith.' 

This  open  profession,  4ind  zealous  defence  of  truth,  ^aiccompanied  with  a  suitable  practice 
of  virtue,  may  be  fitfy  compared  to  the  exercises  in  the -Olympic  games,  because  of  the  difliculty 
of  the  performance*  There  is  a  necessity  that  we  he  temperate  in  all  things,  watchful  and  cir- 
cumspect. And  we  may  meet  with  opposition  and  discouragement.  And  as  in  those  exercises 
there  was  a  crown  or  garland  proposed  to  those  who  excelled,  so  a  life  of  hoUness  here  will  be 
rewarded  with  glory  and  happiness  hereafter. 

These  resemblances  are  the  foundation  of  this  comparison,  and  of  those  allusive  exhorta- 
tions which  we  meet  with  in  the  New  Testament.    The  word  exercise,  fight  or  strife,  seemft^ 
particularly  to  have  a  reference  to  the  opposition  we  may  meet  with  in  the  practice  of  virtue.  In 
the  games  alluded  to  there  was  always  a  contention.     So  are  we  likely  to  meet  with  thingis  that 
will  try  our  strength,  and  oblige  us  to  exert  ourselves  to  the  utmost.    Not  only  in  times  of  per- 
secution, but  in  all  seasons  there  are  difficulties  atteacting  a  sincere  profession  of  religious  truth, 
nd  a  steady  practice  of  virtue.     Hopes  of  preferment  in  times  of  ease  and  prosperity  may  be  as 
dngerous  and  ensnaring  as  fears  of  death,  or  of  the  loss  of  goods,  in  a  time  of  persecution. 
.:ea  both  these  temptations  usually  meet.    The  strictly  conscientious  must  in  most  times  forego 
some  advantages,  which  might  be  obtained,  and  incur  some  inconveniences,  which  might  be 
avoided  by  compliances,  not  reconcilable  with  religion  and  virtue. 

St.  Paul  therefore  here  requires,  and  earnestly  exhorts  Timothy,  to  "  exercise  the  good  ex- 
ercise of  faith:**  that  is,  to  be  steady  and  resolute,  and  hold  out  in  the  open  -profession  and 
zealous  defence  of  the  ^lain  truth  of  the  gospel,  and  the  practice  of  all  the  duties  of  righteous- 
ness, meekness,  ;and  charity  :  and  to  shun  every  thing. contrary  to  them :  so  acting  according  to 
tlie  directions  of  the  gospel,  or  the  doctrine  of  faith,  without  being  moved  by  hopes  of  worldly 
ease,  wealth,  honour  and -authority :  and  likewise  witliout  being  terrified  by  threats  of  adver- 
saries, and  fears  of *any  temporal  evils,  which  he  might  be  in  danger  of;  as  that  he  might  not 
fiiil  of  obtaining  that  eternal  life  which  is  proposed  as  the  reward  of  constancy  and  perseverance. 

This  exhortation  is  much  the  same  with  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  twelflh  chapter  to  the 
Hebrews.  Witli  which  therefore  I  conclude  this  head.  **  Wherefore,  seeing  we  are  encom- 
passed with  so  great  a  cloud  of  witnesses,  let  us  lay  aside  every  weight,  and  the  sin  that  does 
so  easily  beset  us.  And  let  us  run  with  patience  the  race  set  before  us :  looking  unto  Jesus,  the 
authc»-  and  finisher  of  our  faith :  who  for  the  joy  set  before  him  endured  the  cross,  despising  the 
shame :  and  is  set  down  *t  the  Tight  hand  of  the  throne  of  God.** 

II.  In  the  next  place  we  are  to  consider,  why  this  is  called  a  good  exercise.  The  apostle  had 
some  reasons  for  adding  that  character.  Very  probably  the  word  is  expressive  and  emphatical. 
We  should  therefore  try  to  discover  tiie  design  of  it 

JB.  It  is  good,  as  it  is  innocent. 

This  could  scarce  be  ^aid  of  tlue  ^exercises  in  the  games  of  Greece.  For,  notwithstatiding  the 
many  allusions  to  them  in  the  books  of  the  New  Testament,  it  is  not  the  design  of  the  sacred 
writers  to  recommend  or  justify  those  diversions.   They  only  intend  to  recommend  to  Christians 
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^at  aea^  dlUgeace,  acUvity  and  perseverance,  in  the  cause  of  truth  and  virtue,  which  they 
^ewed  who  had  a  part  in  those  ex^cises.    But  those  persons  might  not  be  altogether  innocent 
i»  the  principle  they  tf cted  upon,  nor  in  all  their  actions.     Their  principle  might  be  ambition 
lor  Vain  glory.     And  in  $ome  of  their  combats  the  action  might  be  detrimental  to  the  an*, 
taigonist. 

.  But  the  exercise  of  faith  is  perfectly  innocent.  It  proceeds  from  no  bad  principle.  It  is 
injurious  to  none.  The  principles  it  maintains  and  conterids  for,  are  certain  truths,  buik 
upon  sure  evidence;  And  they  have  no  bad  tendencies.  The  principles  of  the  gospel  inspire 
IMft^men  with  any  hurtful  designs.  The  actions,  which  they  recommend,  are  all  reasonable  und 
t>ei^eficial.  Nor  joie  they  vho  exercise  in  this  exercise  moved  by  envy,  and  ill-will  to  any  :  nor 
yet  J[)y  an  exorbitant  love  of  gain :  nor  by  pride,  of  ambition  of  worldly  honour. 

2.  It  is  good,  inasmuch  as  it  is  worthy  and  iinpprtant,  not  mean  and  trifling. 

The  celebrated  contentions  to  which  the  apostle  alludes,  though  in  so  much  repute,  were 
trifling,  in  compai^son  of  this  exercise  of  faith,  They  consisted  chiefly  in  the  show  of  bodily 
str^B^h,  and  sof^e  skill  in  matters  of  snaall  moment.  But  they  who  exercise  the  exercise  of 
^th  are  employed  iV^  matters  of  great  value.  The  principles  which  they  maintain,  and  resolutely 
r^iise  to*  deny,  ar?  truths  of  great  iropQrtance.  And  they  are  engaged  in  designs  and  actions 
ef jnuch  moment; -governing  tihe  affections,  with  regard  to  all  the  sensible  things  of  this  life, 
and  ordering  the  ^vhole  of  the  conversation,  according  to  the  rules  of  right  reason.  This  is  much 
more  considerable  than  all  the  exploits  of  the  Grecian  combatants.  ;     . 

.,     3*  'Coiiseqiientiy,  the  exef  cisie  of  faith  is  a  good  exercise,  as  it  is  very  honourable. 

Though  Christians  were  then  had  in  contempt,  and  their  faith  was  ridiculed,  the  apo^fje 
QB&s  the  "  exercise  of  faith,**  that  is,  steadiness  in  the  profession  of  truth,  and  the  practice  of 
yift^Of  a  good  exercise.  It  is  a  tJUng  of  more  true  honour  than  the  combats  so  much  applauded 
at  ^t  time  in  9Htny  parts  of  the  world.  It  is  a  thing  of  vast  difliculty.  And  i£  depends  upon 
a  very  aoble  ^resolution  and  firmness  of  mind.  The  greatest  ofiers  which  the  world  can  maket 
and  tne  worst  evils  which  it  can  inflict,  are  oftentimes  set  before  men,  to  induce  them  to  desert 
the  interest  of  known  truth,  and  transgi:ess  the  rules  of  virtue :  and  their  compliance  is  solicited 
with  long  and  tiresome  importunity*  and  all  the  arts,  most  suited  to  ^in  the  consent  against 
the  conidctions  of  conscience  :  or  to  siience  ita  dictates  and  remonstrances.  To  be  fixcS  and 
iqfipovabl^  in  the  wav  of  virtue  upon  9uch  occafii^ns  is  very  honourably.  Yea  not  only  for  m^ 
thus  to  exert  themselves  on  some  specisJ  and  extraordinary  occasions,  as  the  Olympic  comba- 
tants  did  in  the  time  of  their  BoJemiiity,  ai}d  the  prcfparatory  exercises,  possibly,  of  some  few 
months  pr  y^ars  continuaqce :  but  to  maintain  and  carry  on  this  exercise  of  faith^  a  steady  rp« 
gard  to  the  principles  and  rules  of  the  gospel  throughout  the  whole  life,  in  the  i^arious  and  trying 
ciccnrr^nces  of  it;  amidst  allurements  and  diacourpgements.  This  is  truly  honourable  and  com* 
Hiendable. 

;  4.  The  exercise  of  faith  is  a  good  -exercise,  with  regard  to  its  event,  as  it  has  a  good  reward 
ansiexed  to  it. 

That  reward  is  now  distant,  and  out  <^  sight  It  is  not  bestowed  here.  But  it  is  very  sure  i 
apd  it  is  great  and  transcendent.  In  allusion  tx>  the  custom  of  the  Grecian  games,  the  apostle 
aom^imes  <^ls  the  reward  of  virtue  a  craws :  hut  he  gives  it  the  preference  greatly  above  the 
jcrowns,  or  garlands  of  the  Qfyaipic  vjqtonu  And  we  oUght  to  do  the  same :  though  we  should 
take  in  other  advantage  annexed  to  it ;  some  distinguished  honours  and  privileges  in  the  cities 
where  they  dwelt.  .  <*  Now  they  do  it,**  says  he,  *<  to  obtain  a  corruptible  crown  :  we,  an  in- 
Mtrruptible,''  1  Cor.  ix.  25.  And  St.  Peter  assures  the  eklers,  who  behave  welU  that,  «  when 
the  chief  Shepherd  shall  appt^ar,  they  shall  deceive  a  crown  of  glpry  that  fadeth  not  away," 
1  Pet.  v.  4. 

That  is  justly  styled  a  good  exercise,  which  has  a  good  reward  annexed  to  it. 
.    £.  It  is  a  i^ood  exercise  js^  all  who  per^Min  it  are  entitled  to  the  reward  of  eternal  life. 

This  is  a  singular  advantage,  peculiar  to  die  exercise  which  has  been  instituted  by  the  Lord 
of  all :  men,  however  willing  and  large4iearted,  being  obliged  to  limit  the  recompense^  which 
they  propose  to  such  as  they  would  encourage,  according  to  the  proportion  of  their  small  abili- 
ties. This  circumstance  is  particularly  taken  notice  of  in  a  text  before  cited.  <*  Know  ye  not, 
that  they  which  run  in  a  race,  run  all :  but  one  receiveth  the  prize.  So  run,  that  ye  may  ob- 
tain ;"  that  is,  that  ye  may  all  obtain,  1  Cor.  ix.  24. 
VOL.  v.  s 
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In  those  Olympic  ^tetici^es,  Whether  o^"  rice  or  combat,  one  cmly  In  each  received  a  pneef 
even  the  victor.  But  in  the  Christian  race  and  combat  every  one  is  victor  who  performs  ireD. 
Every  one  that  denies  himself,  and,  notwithstanding  the  temptations  of  this  world,  is  steady  in 
the  profession  of  truth,  and  the  practice  of  virtue  is  a  conqueror,  and  shall  receive  a  crown  of 
righteousness  from  the  righteous  judge. 

6.  Once  more,  the  exercise  of  faith  is  a  good  exercise,  on  account  of  the  supports  and  en- 
coui^ements  afforded  to  those  who  undertake  it. 

They  are  encouraged  by  the  greatness  of  the  reward  poposed  to  them  by  him  who  is  aUe 
to  do  more  than  we  think  or  conceive.  They  are  idso  animated  by  the  example  of  many  who 
have  overcome  in  this  combat:  and  especially  by  the  victory  c^the  Lord  Jesus  Christy  wnobad 
been  tried,  as  we  now  are  :  and  who  hflfs  power  to  grant  to  "  them  who  overcome,  to  sit  with 
him  in  his  throne,  even  as  he  also  overcame,  and  is  set  down  with  his  Father,  in  his  throne/* 
Rev.  iii.  81. 

Moreover,  all  success  in  this  exercise,  every  act  of  self-denial,  every  instance  of  steadi- 
ness amidst  temptations,  and  in  opposition  to  the  adversaries  of  our  virtue,  when  reflected  on^ 
tests  li^ht  and  joy  on  the  mind,  cheers  and  refreshes,  and  inspires  with  renewed  ardour,  and 
strengthens  for  farther  difficulties.  As  the  apostle  says :  ^  For  which  cause  we  faint  not :  but 
though  the  outward  man  perish,  the  inward  man  is  renewed  day  by  day :—— -whilst,  we  look  net 
lit  the  things  which  are  seen,  but  at  the  things  which  are  not  seen.  For  the  things  seen  are  tem- 
poral :  but  the  things  not  seen  are  eternal,'*  2  Cor.  iv.  16, 18. 

III.  It  remains  only,  that  I  conclude,  as  at  first  proposed,  with  some  inferences,  by  the  way 
Hf  a  piractical  application.     They  will  be  these 'two. 

1.  We  are  here  reminded,  that  a  life  of  religion  and  virtue  has,  in  this  world,  its  difficulties. 

It  is  no  very  easy  thing  to.  be  steady  in  the  profession  of  truth,  and  the  practice  of  virtue. 
They  who  expect  to  find  every  thing  smooth  and  easy  in  this  way,  and  look  K>r  no  opposition  or 
^scouragement,  will  be  disappointed.  For  the  life  <k  a  Christian,  as  we  have  seen,  is  compared 
M  scripture  to  a  warfare,  a  race,  a  combat.  It  is  a  contention,  an  exercise  that  requires  a  good 
deal  w  resolution,  and  will  try  all  our  strength  and  skiU. 

8.  Nevertheless  there  is  encouragement  to  hold  on  therein. 

For  it  is  a  good  exercise.  It  is  innocent  and  honourable,  and  will  have  a  great  reward  here* 
ifter,  and  has  at  present  its  joys  and  supports ;  which  are  not  small,  but  very  exhilarating  and 
strengthening. 

It  is  not  a  little  pleasing  to  hear  it  called  a  good  exercise  by  those  who  have  made  trial  of 
it.     St.  Paul,  who  was  so  great  a  master  therein,  who  knew  all  its  difficulties,  who  had  met  with 

Sod  repcHt  and  ill  report,  who  had  been  in  perils  c^eveiy  kind,  who  had  be^  as  laborious  and 
igent  as  any  in  the  service  of  the  gospel :  in  a  word,  he  who  knew  by  expmence,  how  much  it 
might  cost  men,  calls  it  a  good  exercise.  He  recommends  it  to  others  as  such.  And  near  the 
period  c^  hi)i  life  he  says  with  exultation  and  triumph  :  <<  I  have  exercised  a  good  exercise :  I 
have  finished  my  race :  I  have  kept  the  faith.  Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of 
righteousness,**  2  Tim.  iv.  7,  8.    This  is  very  encouraging  to  idl  who  are  well  disposed. 

And  let  us  consider  what  the  apostle  adds  in  this  exhortation  to  Timothy ;  that  he  had  made 
ft  good  profession ;  which  may  be  also  said  of  most  of  us.  '  We  have  been  taught,  and  we  have 
ackriowiedged  the  principles  of  the  Christian  religion :  and  we  have  engaged  to  fulfil  its  obli^ 
gationiv  Let  not  expected  good  fruits  be  lost  fiwr  want  of  perseverance.  How  great  is  the  re* 
ward  set  befi>re  us !  How  great  will  be  the  honour  and  the  joy  to  receive  a  crown  of  righteous*- 
nesfi  from  the  righteous  Judge !  How  sad,  how  afflictive  beyond  all  expression,  to  lose  his  re- 
ward !  It  is  proposed  to  us.  We  i^ay  obtain  it :  but  we  must  now  work  the  works  of  rigeteous^ 
ness,  and  persevere  therein.  Whenever  sloth  and  indolence,  weariness  and  fainting  ot  mind^ 
are  ready  to  prevail  and  gain  ground  on  us,  let  us  recollect  thi^,  or  some  other  like  quickening 
admonition  of  holy  scripture :  *'  Exercise  the  good  exercise  of  fettb.  Lay  hxAA  on  eternal  life* 
Ai^d,  **  Let  us  not  be  weary  in  well  doing :  for  in  due  season  we  diall  reaps  if  we  fidnt  not^** 
<Jal.  vi.  0. 
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SERMON  XIV. 

THE  POWER  AND  EFFICACY  OF  CHRISTS  DOCTRINE. 
For  without  me  ye  can  do  notJdng.    John  xv.  5. 

Oua  Lord  in  this  context  compares  himself  to  a  vine,  and  his  followers  to  branches.  Some  think 
that  these  words  were  spoken  upon  occasion  of  things  recorded  in  the  other  gospels,  after  eating 
the  paschal  supper,  and  Christ's  institutinj?  a  memorial  of  himself,  to  be  ooserved  among  his 
peome :  where  he  speaks  of  "  the  fruit  of  the  vine,**  Matt.  xxvi.  ^9 ;  Mark  xiv.  25.  CHhers 
thimc  tJiat  our  Lord^was  now  retired  with  the  disciples  to  the  mount  of  Olives,  which  is  said  to 
have  abounded  with  vines.  Whether  either  of  those  conjectures  be  right  or  not,  unquestionably 
the  affecting  discourses  recorded  here,  and  in  the  adjoining  chapters,  are  such  as  our  blesse4 
Lord  had  with  his  disciples  at  the  paschal  supper,  and  after  it,  the  night  in  which  he  was  be- 
trayed, and  a  little  before  he  was  taken  from  them.  Those  discourses  had  made  deep  an4 
lasting  impressions  upon  the  minds  of  the  apostles.  We  may  sunpose,  that  St.  John  had  often 
repeated  tnem  in  his  public  oreaching,  and  in  conversation,  in  the  history  he  had  given  of  bis 
Lord  and  Master  by  word  or  mouth.  And  now  that  he  was  induced  to  publish  a  written  gospel, 
in  which  he  desifimed  to  insert  some  particulars  omitted  by  the  former  evangelists,  he  determinecl 
to  record  those  discourses  somewhat  at  length ;  being  persuaded  that  they  would  be  of  signal 
use  to  all  that  would  seriously  attend  to  them. 

Ver.  L  "  I  am  the  true  vmcj :"  a  right  and  generous  vine.  Or,  as  the  phrase  is  in  one  of 
the  prophets,  "  a  noble  vine,**  Jer.  ii.  21.  In  this  gospel  of  St.  John,  our  Lord,  at  several 
places,  styles  himself  "  the  true  light,  the  true  breacC  the  good  shepherd."  He  is  all  these  by 
Way  (k  excellence*  He  is  himself  faithAil :  his  words  are  most  true  and  sure  :  and  his  doctrine 
is  most  excellent  and  powerful ;  suited  to  cherish  the  spiritual  Hfe,  and  to  affoltl  genuine  fhiits 
of  righteousness  and  true  holiness. 

<<  And  my  Father  is  the  husbandman  :*'  or  the  proprietor,  who  cultivates  it  in  the  best 
manner. 

Ver.  2.  "  Every  branch  in  me,  that  beareth  not  fruit,  he  taketh  away :  and  every  branch  that 
beareth  fruit,  he  pureeth,**  or  pruneth  '^  it,  that  it  may  bring  forth  more  fruit.**   •  All  who 

*  make  a  profession  oi  faith  in  me,  are  disciples  by  name,  and  visible  members  of  my  church. 

*  But  there  are  methods  of  Providence,  that  will  shew  who  are  true  and  sincere.  -  In  time  of 

*  temptation,  when  any  extraordinary^  offers  of  worldly  good,  or  dangers  of  evil,  are  presented^ 
^  some  will  fell  away,  whilst  others  will  be  purified  ana  improved  by  the  same  events.' 

Ver.  3.  *«  Now  ye  are  clean,  through  the  word,  which  I  have  spoken  unto  you."     <  As  it  is 

*  meet  for  me  to  encourage,  as  well  as  to  warn  and  admonish  you ;  I  readily  own,  that  you  hav^ 

*  received  my  word,  and  have  shewn  a  great  regard  to  it.     And  it  has  had  good  ejfifects  upo^ 

*  you.' 

Ver.  4.  "  Abide  in  me,  and  Tin  you.  As  the  branch  cannot  bear  fruit  of  it^l^  unless  it 
abide  in  the  vine :  no  more  can  ye,  except  ye  abide  in  me.^    ^  And  I  recommend  it  to  vou,  as 

*  what  will  answer  the  best  pui-poses  to  retain  your  present  esteem  and  affection  for  me,  and  regard 

*  to  my  words.* 

Ver.  5.  "  I  am  the  vine :  ye  are  the  branched.  He  that  abideth  in  me,  and  I  in  him,  the 
saoie  bringelh  forth  much  fruit.    For  without  me  ye  can  do  nothing."    *  Let  me  inculcate  this 

*  upon  you  under  the  similitude  which  I  have  mentioned.    You  wfll  find  the  case  to  resembltf 

*  that  of  a  vine  and  its  branches.     If  you  are  my  disciples  indeed,  and  throughout :  if  you  al- 

*  ways  maintain  your  respect  for  me,  and  consider  my  words  as  true  and  divine,  the  rule  of  your 
J  conduct^  and  die  ground  and  measure  of  your  hopes,  you  will  abound  in  the  practice  of  all 

*  virtucj  and  will  be  steadfast  and  unmoved.     But  if  you  neglect  me,  and  my  words,  you  will 

*  not  any  longer  bear  that  good  fruit,  but  will  be  like  a  branch^  cut  off  and  separated  p:(Xa  th^ 

•CQOt^ 
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"  Without  me  :'*  is  the  same  as  separated  from  me.  In  the  margin  of  some  of  our  bibles 
the  phrase  is  rendered  "  severed  from  me/'  Which  is  the  meaning  of  the  expression :  though 
the  literal  rendering  may  be,  "  without  me/'  or  "out  of  me.'* 

Ver.  6.  "  If  a  man  abide  not  in  me,  he  is  cast  out  as  a  branch,  and  is  withered :  and  mexk 
gather  them,  and  cast  them  into  the  fire,  and  they  are  burned.**  *  If  you  cast  off  your  regard 
«  for  me,  and  for  the  tnith  and  simplicity  of  my  doctrine,  you  will  resemble  a  branch  separated 

*  from  the  root,  which  soon  withers,  and  becomes  fit  for  nothing,  but  to  be  burned.     So  you, 

*  not  bringing  forth  fruits  of  true  holiness,  or  bearing  nothing  to  peifection,  will  be  wortnless 

*  and  contemptible.* 

Which  is  agreeable  to  what  is  said  in  another  gospel,  under  a  difierent  similitude*  -  "  Ye  ant 
the  salt  of  the  earth.  But  if  the  salt  have  lost  its  savour,  wherewith  shall  it  be  salted  ?  It  ia 
thenceforth  good  for  nothing,  but  to  be  cast  out,  and  to  be  trodden  under  foot  of  men/* 
Matt.  v.  13. 

**  He  that  abideth  in  me,  and  I  in  him,  the  same  bringeth  forth  fruit  For  without  me  ye 
can  do  nothing.** 

The  general  meaning  is :  *  Whereas  by  a  close  adherence  to  me,  and  my  words,  you  may 

*  esfccel  in  virtue,  and  persevere  therein :  if  you  should  forsake  nae,  or  abate  in  your  respect  for 

*  me  and  my  doctrine,  you  will  do  nothing  considerable,  and  may  become  destitute  of  all 

*  true  worth.* 

I  shall  now  endeavour  further  to  illustrate  this  text  in  some  propositions:  and  then  addftwd 
or  three  remarks  by  way  of  application. 

I.  The  propositions  for  illustrating  the  text  are  these. 

Prop.  1*  Our  Lord  does  not  bereTntend  to  say,  that  without  the  knowledge  of  him  and  hfs^ 
religion,  no  man  can  ever  do  any  thing  that  is  good,  or  right,  or  virtuous,  and  acceptable  in  the 
sight  of  God. 

Indeed  it  is  hard  to  think,  that  rational  and  intelligent  beings  should  be  destitute  (rf*  all 
power  to  do  that  which  is  good.  It  is  not  reasonable  to  suppose,  that  God  should  form  any  intelli* 
gent  beings  destitute  of  such  a  power :  or  that  he  should  sufkr  them  to  fall  into  such  incapacity^ 
whilst  they  are  in  a  state  of  trial,  and  their  everlasting  interests  are  depending.  And  there  are 
many  things  in  scripture,  either  said  occasionally,  or  on  set  purpose,  from  which  we  cau  conclude 
men  to  have  this  power.  .    ' 

Says  St.  Paul  to  the  Romans :  "  For  when  the  Gentiles,  which  have  not  the  law^  do  by 
nature  the  things  contained  in  the  law;  these  having  not  the  law,  are  a  law  unto  themselves.. 
Which  shew  the  work  of  the  law  written  in  their  hearts :  their  conscience  also  bearing  witness, 
cither  accusing,  or  else  excusing  them,**  Rom.  ii.  14,  15.  They  discerned  some  things  to 
be  good  and,  right,  others  wrong  and  evil.  When  they  did  the  one,  they  were  well  satisfied  with 
themselves;  when  the  other,  their  conscience  accused  them  of  evil.  That  text  seems  manifestly 
to  teach,  that  heathens  had  knowledge  of  things  praise-worthy,  and  otherwise  j  and  that  they 
Imd  power  to  choose  the  one,  and  decline  the  other. 

It  is  tru^  the  apostle  says  in  the  same  epistle,  that  **  all  the  world  was  become  gniltj  before 
God,**  ch.  iii.  19*  The  meaning  of  which  appears  to  be,  that  there  was  a  great  degeneracy  in 
the  world,  both  amongst  Jews  and  Gentiles :  that  there  was  great  need  of  the  gospel,  to  reclaim 
and  reform  men :  and  that  there  are  none  perfectly  righteous,  and  free  from  aU  sin :  wherefore 
all  stand  in  need  of  the  pardoning  mercy  of  God.  But  he  does  not  say„  I  apprehend,  of  every 
individud  among  Jews  and  Gentiles,  who  had  not  the  knowlec^e  of  Christ  and  his  gospel,  that 
there  were  none  sincerely  good  and  virtuous  ^  none,  who  had  that  righteousness  and  integrity,, 
whidi  a  good,  and  holy,  and  gracious,  God  will  accept  and  reward. 

There  are  in  the  gospels  instances  of  persons,  not  withia  the  pale  of  the  Jewish  church,  who 
gave  proofs  of  a  good  disposition^  and  were  commended,  and  accepted  by  the  Lord  Jesus.  In 
fike  manner/ it  is  not  impossible,  but  that  sdU  some,  not  acquainted  with  the  Christian  religion, 
may  do  what  is  good  and  virtuous;  , 

A  Roman  centurion,  quartered  in  one  of  the  cities  of  Galilee,,  sent  to  Jesus,  saying,  **  Lord, 
my  servant  lietli  at  home  sick  of  the  palsy,  grievcnisly  tormented,**  Matt.  viii.  6.  But  when 
JesjAS  ^as  coming  toward  him,  recollecting  that  it  had  not  been  usual  for  Jews  to  converse  with 
him,  and  persuaded  of  the  great  power  of  Christ,  he  sends  him  a  second  message,  saying 
**  Ix>rd,  1  am  not  worthy,  that  thou  shouldst  come  under  my  roof.    Speak  the  word  only,  and 
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my  servant  sball  be  heakd^— ^When  tfeeiis  heard  it  he  marveBed,  and  said  to  them  that  followed; 
I  nave  not  ibund  so  great  faith,  no,  not  in  Israel/'  > 

The  woman  of  Canaan  is  another  remarkaUe  instance.  She  cried,  saying,  •*  Have  mercy  on 
me,  O  Lord,  thou  son  of  David.  He  answered,  I  am  not  sent,  but  unto  the  lost  sheep  of  thd 
house  of  Israel,**  Matt.  xv.  22,  24.  But  at  length  her  importunity  was  so  great,  and  the  truth 
of  her  faith  was  so  manifest,  that  our  Lord  said  to  her :  "  O  woman,  great  is  thy  faith :  be  it 
unto  thee  even  as  thou  wilt.*' 

Cornelius,  after  our  Lord's  ascension,  is  another  Gentile,  without  the  limits  of  the  Jewish 
church,  who  performed  commendably.  "  There  was,**  says  St.  Luke,  **  a  certain  man  in 
CaesArea,  called  Cornelius,  a  centurion  of  the  band,  called  the  Italian  band:  a  devout  man,  and 
one  that  feared  God,  with  all  his  house :  who  gave  much  alms  to  the  people,  and  prayed  to 
God  alwap,**  Acts  x.  1,  2.  An  angel  appeared  to  him  about  the  ninth  hour  of  the  day,  or 
three  in  the  afternoon,  when  day-light  is  clear,  who  said  unto  him:  "  Cornelius,  thy  prayers 
and  thy  sdms  have  come  up  for  a  memorial  before  God.**  This  person,  though  still  a  Gentile,  was 
a^roved  of  God.  He  was  sincere  and  upright,  according  to  the  light  which  he  had :  and  hit 
phiyers  and  alms  were  good  works,  which  God  accepted.  And  he  is  pitched  upon  to  be  the 
first  Gentile,  who,  with  his  family,  should  have  afforded  to  them  the  greater  advantages  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  gospel,  or  way  of  salvation  through  Jesus  Christ,  and  be  received  into  the 
Christian  church,  or  among  the  disciples  of  Christ,  without  subjection  to  the  law  of  Moses : 
which  had  been  hitherto  the  way  of  admission  into  the  Jewish  church,  the  only  people  who  were 
professed  worshippers  of  God. 

We  might  further  argue  from  things  said  by  our  Lord  to  the  Jews.  •'  Jesus  answered  them  r 
My  doctrine  is  not  mine,  but  his  that  sent  me.  If  any  man  will  do  his  will,  he  shall  know  of  the 
doctrine  whether  it  be  of  God^  or  whether  I  speak  of  myself,"  John  vii.  16 — 18.  Where  our 
Lord  speaks  of  men  doing  the  will  of  God  before  they  believe  in  him.  And  his  intention  is,  that 
upi^t  and  honest  men,  who  have  an  unfeigned  regard  to  the  will  of  God,  so  far  as  they  are 
acquainted  with  it,  and  have  an  opportunityof  knowing  it,  according  to  the  dispensation  they  are 
under  will  be  disposed  to  believe  in  him.  Th^  whaat  that  time  were  free  from  prejudice  would 
soon  discern,  that  divine  attestations  were  afforded  to  him:  and  would  own,  tliat  the  doctrine 
tau^t  by  him  was  true,  and  from  heaven. 

IVop.  2.  I  would  observe,  secondly,  that  our  blessed  Lord  does  not  intend  to  say,  that  no 
men,  not  even  his  cUsciples,  can  do  any  good  thing  without  immediate  and  effectual  impulses 
and  impres^ns  from  him:  but  the  ability  to  do  good,  which  he  here  iq)eaks  of,  is  to  be  under* 
stood  as  ascribed  to  his  word  and  doctrine,  or  the  principles  taught  by  him:  wi^out  a  regard  to* 
which,  he  says,  men  would  do  nothing. 

God  may  give  special  aids  to  men  whenever  he  thinks  fit:  but  they  are  not  always  necessary,, 
nor  always  to  be  expected.  Arid  that  our  Lord  rather  speaks  of  his  word  and  doctrine,  than  of* 
himself  perspnally  considered,  is  evident  from  his  manner  of  speaking  in  many  places. 

Our  Lord  in  this  context  does  Several  times  speak  of  his  disciples  **  abiding  in  him,  and  he  in 
them,**  as  necessary  to  their  bearing  fruitr  but  he  chiefly  intends  a  strict  and  steady  re^rd  to- 
his  wi»*d,  and  the  influences  of  that  upon  their  minds.    This  appears  from  many  texts,     ver.  3.. 
"  Now  ye  are  clean  through  the  word,  which  I  have  spoken  unto  you.**    Ver.  7.  *'  If  ye  abide 
in  iiie,  and  my  words  abide  in  you,  ye  shall  ask  what  ye  will,  and  it  shall  be  done  unto  you.?* 

*«-If  ye  abide  in  me>  and  my  words  abide  in  you/*     This  latter  expression  explains  the 
former:  ot  it  ipay  be  taken  a  little  otherwise,  as  if  he  had  said,  *  If  you  continue  to  believe  in^ 
*  me,  and  to'  pay  a  steady  regard  to  my  doctrine,  you  w£ll  be  highly  acceptable  to  God.* 

Again :  •*  I  have  manifested  thy  name  unto  the  men,  which  thou  gavest  me  out-  of  the 

worid: and  they  have  kept  thy  word,'*  John  xvii.  6.     «I  have  given  them  thy  word.- 

Sanctify  them  through  thjr  truth.     Thy  word  is  truth,**  ver.  14,  I7.     In  the  word  of  God  are 
contained  those  sanctifying,  strengthening  influences  which  are  needful  for  us,  and  are  so » 
powerful  and  eflectual. 

To  which  we  might  add  other  texts  from  the  same  gospel. 

•♦  Verily,  I  say  unto  you,  he  that  heareth  my  word,  and  believeth  on  him  that  sent  me,  hath 
everlasting  life,  and  shall  not  come  into  condonnation:  but  is  passed  from  death  to  life,** 
John  V.  24.  *^  Then  said  Jesu^untp  those  Jews  which  believed  on  him:  If  ye  continue  in  my 
woid^  tkeo  aie  ye  asy  disoples,*?  eh.  viii.  dl.    In  this  diaptv,  whem  is  the  text,  he  sp^Ocs  of. 
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«  abiding  in  him.*'  There  it  is,  « if  ye  continue^"  or  9hi^  «  in  my  word/*  They  are  boOi 
one  and  the  same,  as  is  manifest:  and  may  also  appear  further  by  comparing  a  place  in  St.  John^g 
first  epistle:  ",But  whoso  keepeth  his  word,  in  him,  verily,  is  the  love  of  God  perfected.  Hereby 
know  we,  that  we  are  in  him,'*  1  John  ii.  5. 

Our  Lord  having  spoken  of  himself  as  the  living  bread  thpt  came  down  from  heiaven,  sayst 
«*  He  ihat  eateth  me,  shall  live  by  me,"  John  vi.  51 .  But  afterwards,  for  preventing  <^epce,  an4 
making  himself  clear,  he  explains  the  meaning  of  those  expressions.  "  When  Jesus  knew  iq 
himself,  that  his  disciples  murmured  at  it,  lie  saith  unto  them,  the  fieAi  profiteth  nothing*  The 
words  that  I  speak  unto  you,  they  are  spirit,  and  they  are  life,'*  ver.  6l,  6.S. 

This  shews,  that  when  our  Lord  speaks  of  himself  he  often  means  the  word  taught  by  him/ 
And  we  need  not  suppose  him  to  say,  that  no  man  can  do  any  good  thingi  without  immediate 
impulses  from  him.  Nor  have  we  reason  to  think  that  this  is  the  ordinary  way  crff  inducing  men 
to  that  which  is  good,  or  that  such  impulses  are  always  necessary. 

That  men  may  be  good  and  virtuous,  it  must  be  their  own  choice*  So  far  as  men  are 
passive^  and  are  acted  upon,  they  are  not  agents* 

Without  power  to  do  good  or  evil,  men  cannot  be  moral  aod  accountable  beings  and  be 
Weught  into  judh^^nMot,  or  receive*  according  to  their  works. 

If  you  should  say,  that  men  cannot  improve  the  outward  advantages  affi)rded  to  them,  nor 
hesrken  to  the  diiane  calls,  nor  act  according  to  the  light  vouchflafed  to  them,  you  would  justify 
them,  and  lay  the  blame  of  their  wrong  conduct  upon  God  liimself* 

God,  in  the  prophets,  laments  the  refractory  temper  of  the  Jewish  people,  and  r^uroves  them 
for  it:  ^^  Now  because  ye  have  done  all  these  works,  saith  the  Lord:  and  I  spake  imto  you, 
rising  up  early,  and  ye  heard  not;  and  1  called,  but  ye  answered  not,  therefore  I  will  do  unto  this 
houses  which  is  called  by  my  name,  oa  I  have  doiie  uuto  Shilob,'*  Jer.  v.  IS,  14;  see  alao 
ver.  as,  26. 

But  if  they  had  no  ability  to  do  good,  they  might  have  said,  <  We  would  have  answered 
^  diee,  when  ttiou  calledst,  and  would  have  obeyed  thy  statutes:  but  we  had  no  power  of  oi|f 
^  ewn,  and  thou  didst  not  work  efK^ctually  in  us,  and  upon  us.' 

But  that  is  a  vindication  which  no  man  can  bring  to  God.  For  our  Lord  says  to  the  Jew^ : 
<<  Ye  will  not  come  unto  me,  that  ye  might  have  liie,"  John.  v.  40.  And  lamentiB^  the  sa4 
case  of  the  city  of  Jerusalem,  he  says,  ""^  How  often  would  I  have  gathered  thy  children  tc^^ether, 
OS  a  hen  gaUiereth  her  chickens  under  her  wings  ?  and  ye  would  not !"  Matt,  xxiii.  37* 

And  in  this  fifteenth  ch{4>ter  oif  St.  John  :  <'  If  I  had  not  come,  and  spoken  unto  them,  they 
had  not  had  sin,  but  now  they  have  no  cloak"  or  excuse  *^  for  their  sin."  And  afterwards :  <^  If 
I  had  not  come,  and  done  among  them  the  works  that  no  other  man  did,  they  had  not  had  sin»" 
John  XV.  I2£,  24;  that  is,  no  sin  in  comparson  of  what  they  now  have;  which  shews,  that  men 
may  improve  by  advantages:  and  therefore  where  nmch  is  given,  there  much  may  be  reasonably 
required. 

All  which  tilings  ate  so  clear,  and  do  so  miuiifestly  depend  upon  the  supposition  of  men 
having  a  natural  power  in  them  to  do  good  or  evil,  that  it  may  be  wondered  it  should  b^ 
questioned:  and  to  contest  and  deny  it,  seems  to  be  contrary  to  all  sense  and  reason:  and  to 
overthrow  aU  notion  of  duty  and  obligation. 

Against  so  clear  texts  as  have  b€^  now  produced,  and  against  such  cogent  argumenti^  t% 
must  be  in  vain  to  all^e  texts,  which,  probably,  in  their  true  meanings  do  not  at  all  contimdict 
tliese  things. 

Our  Lord  says:  No  man  can  come  unto  me,  except  the  Father  which  hath  sent  me  draw 
him,"  John  vi.  44.     But  those  words  do  not  impoit  immediate  impulses:  the  meaning  is,  *  no 

<  man  will  come  to  me  and  receive  my  pure,  sublimet  and  spiritual  doctrine,  unless  he  have 
.^  first  gained  some  just  i^prebensions  concerning  the  geneml  pnnciples  of  religion.  And  if  4 
*  man  have  some  good  notion  of  God,  and  his  perfections,  and  bis  will,  as  already  revealed,  he 

<  will  come  unto  me.'  If  any  man  be  well  disposed,  if  he  have  a  love  of  truth,  and  a  desire  to 
advance  in  virtue  and  religious  knowledge,  he  wiH  readily  hearken  to  me  and  believe  in  me. 

That  this  is  the  mel^)ing,  may  with  hiigh  degrees  oi  probability  be  concluded  from  other 
texts,  in  which  our  Lord  teUs  t^e  Jews :  *'  If  any  man  wiU  do  his  will,  he  shall  know  of  tb^ 

•  '"  I  can  do  all  theie  tbings  throngh  Ohmt  who  itrengtbenctk  me,*  [Phil.in  IS^  >tliat  «,  thvougti  the  ^irecHote  of . 
CMftt/  flud  through  the  trgaaieau  aod  uQuihres.of  the  CbdiUaa  dottoxm:  .fii.  It^JOvtA iSeimm^  Vpi#;iU. 9<  \^    , 
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aoctnw,  whether  itliebf  God,  or  whether  I  speak  of  myself/"  John  vii.  17-  And,  ««  Had  ve 
believed  Moses^  y^  wonld  have  believed  me,"  ver.  46,  and  from  many  other  texts  to  the  like 
MvpoAe.  It  is  idao  evident  from  the  words  next  following  those  which  we  are  considering.  "  It 
s  written  in  the  prophets :  And  they  shall  be  all  taught  of  God.  Every  man  therefore  th^  hath 
hcard^  and  hath  teamed  ef  the  Fattier  cometh  unto  me,*'  John  vi.  45;  whi^h  is  sayings  in  other 
words,  what  was  just  observed  by  us :  that  if  any  man  by  serious  consideration^  and  particulariy 
by  attending  to  former  revelations,  has  gained  just  apprehensions  of  God,  he  will  come  unto  me^ 
and  submit  huDself  to  be  my  disciple,  to  be  &rther  instructed  by  me. 

Would  any  say,  that  the  necessily  of  immediate  and  particuhur  influences  from  Christ  himself 
k  implied  in  this  context:  where  he  says,  that  *♦  he  is  a  vine,*'  and  bis  discipleS  <*  branches,** 
and  Uiat  their  bearing  fruit  depends  as  much  upon  influenoes  from  him,  ad  the  life  and  vigour  of 
branches  depend  upon  the  sap  derived  from  thp  root  of  a  tree  ?  It  would  be  easy  to  answer,  that 
the  argument  in  the  text  is  a  amiHtude,  not  literal  truth.  Neither  is  Christ,  literally,  a  vine: 
Borare  hk  disciples,  strictly  speaking,  In^ches.  Men  have  a  reasonable,  intellectual  nature,  above 
umcuAB  and  vegetables.  Tkey  ate  not  governed  by  irresistible,  and  necessary,  or  mechanical 
powers.  But  it  is  sound  doctrine,  and  right  principles,  particularly  the  words  of  Chrkt,  which 
seethe  wordb  of  God,  iMBt  are  their  life,  and  may,  and  will,  ii^  attended  to,  powerfully  enable 
Aem  to  practise  good  woriis,  and  to  exoel,  and  persevere  therein.  Which  brings  m^^to  the  third 
and  last  ofaeervation  for  illustrating  this  text  and  context. 

Prop.  3.  They  who  understand,  and  have  a  strict  regard  to  the  true  doctrine  of  Christ,  the 
pmicq>tes  of  liie  gospel,  wiM  be  able  to  practise  good  works,  and  abound  therein,  and  be  steady 
under  difficulties:  whereas,  if  they  should  disregard  it,  or  corrupt  it,  tliey  would  perform  nothing 
considerable  and  exeellent. 

libink  tlw  must  be  aUowedto  be  the  desiga  of  this  contest;  and  I  need  not  eiriarge  much 

Svery  consideriEite  person  may  perceive,  that  the  gospel,  as  it  teaches  and  inculcates  universal 
ticitnwMimd  virtue;  sobriety,  rigbtsoustoess,  and  godliness;  so  it  sets  before  men  die  strongest 
aiguments,  or  affords  the  best  helps  for  attaining  real  excellence.  True  religion  and  virtue  are 
taiuriit  by  Jesus  Christ  in  all  their  suUimity  and  perfection :  Ihe  worship  of  God  in  spirit  and 
trum:  doing  good  from  a  principle  of  love  to  God,  a  desire  of  his  favour,  and  hopes  ol  rewardlT 
ftom  hnsi,  wiUiont/vidws  to  worldly  honbti^Iand  advantages:  reaignaftion  to  the  diaposate  of 
nrovidcnoer:  naintaimng  the  tnith  m  all  ciFcumsianceB :  of  which  vtrtws  the  Lord  Jesus  hioa* 
self  was  a  conspicuous  and  perfect  example:  who  also,  after  he  bad  died  in  testimony  t0  the 
tnitha  taught  by  him,  was  raised  from  the  dead,  and.  exalted  to  glory.  And  all  who  follow  hin 
sincerely  are  to  be  made  perfect  and  happy,  like  him,  and  to  be  for  ever  with  him. 

^They  who  attend  to  tms  must  be  dis{K)sed  to  do  sonewhat  ^considerable.  And,  if  they  should 
neet  with  tenntations,  they  will  be  able  to  surmount  them. 

Accordingly,  the  apostles  of  Jesus,  who  did  '^  abide  in  him,**  and  aretained  his  words,  did 
betf  mudi,  and  good  fruit.  Their  conduct  was  exceUent  and  exemplary:  and  they  could 
endure  shame  and  all  manner  of  sufferings  for  his  name*s  sake,  and  in  hope  of  partaking  in  the 
■eoooapenses  of  fais  heavenly  kingdom; 

iteder  what  discouragements  Peter  with  the  eleven  first  preached  the  gospel  at  Jerusalamg 
mak  snder  whait  discoaragements  it  was  professed  \yy  tlieir  firiA  converts,  and  by  many  others 
afterwards.  Mm  history  in  the  Acts,  and  other  things  in  the  episUes  of  the  apostJes,  pLs^nly  shew* 

And  the  power  and  efficacy  of  the  divine  word  are  attested  to  by  every  part  of  scripture. 

*Say^  holy  David:  "  Wheiewith  riiidl  a  young  man  cleanse  his  way  ?  By  taking  heed  thereto, 
aocordtng  to  thy  wocd;^*  Ps.  catiXi  9.  And,  ^*  Thy  word  haye  I  hid  in  my  heart,  that  I  m^ht 
BOt  tin  s^aiost.thee,'*  v«r.  11«     : 

'  -The  ;wiird^  ef  God  is  represented  as  the  great  mean  erf  forming,  and  of  cherishing  ^nd  im* 
|iiMiog:gobd  dispoatimt.  tHie  Chvisttians,  to  i^hooS  St.  Peter  writes,  '<  had  puri^ed  themdglve^ 
■ildbeyingthetroth:?**  Andhadbeen  •*bomagain,notof  corruptible  seed,  but  of  incorruptible,** 
even  **  by  the  word  of  God,  which  liveth  and  abideth  for  ever,**  1  Pet.  i.  22,  23.  And  he 
hflhortstbeiD,  **  "as  new4)bm  babes,  to>  desire  the  ^cere  milk  of  the  woixl,  that  they  may  gro>w^ 
ihireby,V  ch;Ji  2*  And  St;  Jiunes:  ^^  Receive  with  meekn^s  d)e  ingrafted  word^  which  is  able 
^iKrw  yonr  «ouk,**  iamea  i.  ^* 

.Whi«.St4  BiUiL  Mys  t«t  Jfiktaa  to  tfaeiddeiti  of  JBpbews,  is,  wfy  ab^erv^le :  ''  Wl^r«£E>re  } 
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take  you  to  record  this  day,  that  I  am  free  from  the  blood  of  all  Aien :  for  1  have  not  ahuHned 
to  declare  unto  you  the  whole  counsel  of  God — ^And,  now,  brethren,  I  recommend  you  to 
God,  and  to  the  word  of  his  grace :  which  is  able  to  build  you  up,  and  'to  give  you  an  inheritance 
among  all  them  that  are  sanctified,"  Acts  xx.  26,  27*  ' 

How  eamf^t,  and  how  frequent  that  apostle  ia  in  exhorting  Christians  to  retain  the  pure 
gospel  of  Christ,  in  order  to  their  establishment  andiinfcrease  in  virtue,  is  well  known  to  all  men. 
He  and  Barnabas  visited  the  churches  which  they  had.  planted,  *<  confirming  the  disciples,  and 
exhorting  them  to  continue  in  the  faith,'*  Acts  xiv*  a52.  And  to  the  Colosaians  he  writes : 
<«  You  that  were  sometime  alienated, — ! — ^hath  he  reconciled  in  the  body  of  his  flesh,  through 
death,  to  present  you  holy  and  unblameable,  and  unreprpveable  in  his  sight:  if  ye  continue  iii 
the  faith  grounded  and  settled,  and  be  not  moved  away  from  die  hope  of  the  goqiel  which  ye 
have  heard,'*  Col.  i.  21 — 2S. 

II.  I  shall  now  mention  two  or  three  remarics  briefly^  by  way  of  aroUcation. 

1.  We  may  hence  infer  that,  generally  speaking,  sad  will.be  the  condition  i^  those,  wba 
having  once  known  the  doctrine  of  the  gospel,  afterwards  forsake  and  disown  it,  and  wilfvlly  act 
contrary  to  its  holy  laws  and  commandments. 

The  apostles  ak  Christ  in  their  epistles,  make  the  suppositioD  of  such  instances,  and  speak  o£ 
tiiem  with  much  concern,  as  past  hope.  It  would  be  exceeding  difficult  to  renew  them  a^un  itx 
repentance,"  Heb.  vi.  6;  and  «  it  had  been  better  for  them,  not  to  have  known  the  way  of 
righteousness,  than  to  turn  from  the  holy  commandment  delivered  to  them,"  9  Pet.  ii.  21. 

2.  This  discourse  of  our  Lord  with  nis  disciples  should  iiuibce  us  to  a  strict  regard  to  his 
l^enuine  doctrine. 

This  is  the  best  way  to  be  steady  and  eminent  ip  things  excellent  and  commendable.  We* 
have  not  Been  Christ;  nut  we  have  good  reason  to  h^eve  in.him.and  love  him.  Hb  words  and 
his  works,  and  all  his  transactions  on  this  earth  for  our  welfare,  have  been  carefully  transmitted  to 
lis.  We  should  abide  in  him,  and  endeavour  to  knohv  more  the  power  of  his  death  and  resuitec- 
tion,  and  all  the  forcible  considerations  which  his  doctrine  contuns  to  the  practice  of  virtue  and 
fiMseverance  therein. 

3.  We  here  see  cause  to  lament  the  degeneracy  of  Christians,  and  the  absurdities  that  have 
been  introduced  into  the  Christian  profession. 

Says  God  with  regard  to  the  Jewish  people:  '*  I  had  planted  thee  a  nohte  vine,  wholly  a  right 
seed.  How  then  art  thou  turned  into  the  degenerate  plant  of  a  strai^  vine  unto  me !'' 
Jer.  li.  SI.  The  statutes  delivered  to  die  people  of  Israel  were  good  and  right.  Hie  laws  of 
moral  righteousness  had  the  preference:  and  the  others  were  wisely  ordained  at  that  time,  and 
suited  to  answer  valuable  ends.  Nevertheless  they  diverted  to  idolatry,  or  made  additiona  of 
human  observances,  to  the  great  detriment  of  tme  piety.  The  doctrine  of  Jesus  is  excellent  and 
important:  and  yet  numberless  superstitions  and  absurdities  have  been  graflfec^  in.  VRvesuce 
comes  this?  It  is  because  men  do  not  atund  to  their  true  interest;  becs^ne  they  do  not  love 
truth  and  simplicity :  and  so  it  has  been  Aom  the  beginning.  «^  God  inade  man  upright:  but  they 
have  sought  out  many  inventions."  Eoc.  viL  ^.  .  * 

We  should  not  be  ofi^nded.  The  fault  is  not  in  the  doctrine  itsdf :  nor  has  Providence 
tieen  wanting  in  any  thing  requisilTe  for  the  good  tsS  men.  And  our  Lord  foresaw  and  foretold 
what  has  since  happened.  Good  grain  was  sowed  in  the  field:  but  whilst  men  were  oegii- 
^ent,  an  enemy  has  cast  in  tares,  which  have  sprung  up  and  mkigkd  with  tlie  good  ooni» 
Matt  xiii.  2*,  25. 

Hiis  should  excite  our  care  and  dili^nce:  and  with  a  sincere  kwe  oftratii  we  shonld  studj 
and  endeavour  to  understand  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ.  It  iff  not,  ip  itsorigimd  fbrtn,  thie 
most  mysterious,  loaded  with  doctrines  hard  to  be  believed ;  either  Bhxkbst  or  quite  eontciu 
dictory.  The  worship  which  it  teaches  is  not  the  most  showy  an)  pompoin  that  ever,  was 
contrived ;  consisting  of  a  long  and  tedtous*ceremonial,  in  which  a  hypoerite  might  be  aa  exact 
iand  punctual  as  any  man:  but  it  is  undissembled  virtue,  from  a  respect  to  God,  and  hope  of  \vA 
iavour.  *  r       . 

If  all  men  would  receive  this  excdlrat  doctritte*  and  oome  under  the  power  fsi  it,  the  w<»id 
tnight  be  happy,  and  our  life  here  on  earth  eaay  and  comfortable.  .  Bnt  a&  aucb  an  agreeable 
scene  has  not  yet  appeared,  and  we  are  notable  to  reconcile  all  men  tot  trUtfa  .and:  virtue}  the 
knowingi  and  pious,  and  zealous  ibr  God  will  ofiea  aieet  withrjdiffiimltiM;  bntl^lMnheM. comes 
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hkifi  their  aid  the  ptosj^ect  of  a  great  joy  set  before  them.  Hence  this  stru^Ie  and  contention^ 
iSm  holy  warfare:  which  we  must  resolve  upon  if  called  out  to  it,  and  shomd  acqiut  ourselves 
like  men.  Here  is  a  difficulty.  But  this  contention  gives  occasion  for  tlie  exercise  and  im- 
pFOvement  of  virtue ;  and  so  lays  the  foundation  of  transcendent  glory  and  happiness  hereafter. 
And  "  our  light  affliction,  which  is  but  fqr  a  moment/*  according  to  the  subUme  apprehensions 
of  the  apostle,  "  worketh  for  us  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory,"  2  Cor.  iv.  17- 


SERMON    XV. 

A  RECOMMENDATION  OF  THINGS  VIRTUOUS,  LOVELY,  AND  OF  GOOD  REPORT. 

FinaUjfy  brethren^  whatsoever  things  are  true,  whatsoever  things  are  honest,  whatsoever  things  are 
just,  whatsoever  things  are  pure,  whatsoever  things  are  lovely,  whatsoever  things  are  qf  good 
report :  if  there  be  any  virtue,  and  \f  there  he  any  praise,  tliink  of  these  things. — Philip,  iv.  8. 

In  these  words,  ^nd  those  which  follow,  we  have  the  concluding  exhortations  and  advices  of  the 
aposrtJe  to  the  Christians  at  Philippi.  They  are  brief  and  concise,  yet  full  and  comprehen- 
sive :  and  in  them,  if  any  thing  of  moment  Kad  been  hitherto  omitted,  every  branch  of  conduct 
that  has  in  it  any  real  excellence,  or  outward  comeUness,  would  be  included:  and  the  welUdis- 
posed  and  intelligent  Philippians  would  bring  it  to  mind. 

The  words  of  the  text  may  be  partly  explained  in  this  short  paraphrase :  *  Finally  to  conclude 

*  and  sum  up  all,  my  brethren,  whatever,  "  thin^  are  true,"  or  sincere  :  **  whatever  things  are 
f  honest,**  or  grave  and  venerable:  "  whatever  things  are  just,"  or  righteous  between  man  and 

*  man :  "  whatever  tilings  are  pure,"  or  chaste :  **  whatever  things  are  lovely,"  agreeable  and 

*  amiable:  **  whatever  things  are  of  good  report,"  generally  well-spoken  of  and  commended :  "  if 

*  there  be  any  virtue,  if  there  be  any  praise  :"  and  whatever  is  virtuous  and  reasonable,  worthy 

*  of  praise  and  commendation :  "  think  of  these  things :"  such  things  do  you  attend  to,  and 

*  reckon  yourselves  obliged  to  observe  and  practise.' 

In  farther  discoursing  on  tliis  text  I  shall 

I.  Shew,  what  is  meant  by  "  thinking  of  these  things." 

II.  I  shall  endeavour  to  explain  and  illustrate  the  several  particulars  here  mentioned. 

III.  Atler  which  I  intend  to  add  some  reflections  by  way  of  application. 
I.  I  would  shew  what  is  meant  by  "  thinking  of  these  things." 

And  doubtless  every  one  presently  perceives,  that  the  apostle  does  not  barely  intend  medi- 
tating on  them,  and  contemplating  them  in  a  speculative  way,  but  in  order  to  practice.  This 
must  be  the  design  of  such  an  exhortation  as  this.  And  it  is  rendered  more  manifest  by  the 
immediately  following  words.  "  Those  things,  which  ye  have  both  learned,  and  received,  and 
heard  and  seen  in  me,  do.     And  the  God  of  peace  shall  be  with  yoii." 

<*  By  thinking  of  these  things,"  it  is  likely  the  apostle  means  the  examining  and  observing 
the  reasonableness  and  fitness  of  them :  seriously  attending  to  the  several  branches  of  each  par- 
ticular here  mentioned :  not  omitting  to  take  notice  of  every  thing  implied  and  contained 
therein:  observing  how  far  each  of  these  things  may  be  especially  suited  to  their  several  stations 
and  characters:  accounting  themselves  under  an  mdispensible  obligation  to  practise  them  aa 
occasions  offer :  and  likewise  studying  and  contriving,  now  they  may  be  best  able  to  shew  an 
isxact  and  cheerful  conformity  to  such  a  direction  as  this,  and  guard  against  every  thing 
contrary  to  it. 

\  11.  In  the  next  place  I  shall  endeavour  to  explain  and  illustrate  the  several  particulars  here 
recommended. 

..  The  first  is  "  whatever  things  are  true,"  And  it  should  be  observed,  that  this  comprehen- 
sive word  "  whatever"  is  prefixed  to  every  particular.  It  is  used  for  the  sake  of  brevity.  St. 
tVuil  dedgned  not  to  enumerate  the  several  parts  of  each  character  here  mentioned,  'hut  he 
dntresy  that  his  Christian  friends  and  brethren  would  themselves  observe  and  attend  to  every 
thing  included  in  them. 

"  Whatever  thin^ps  are  true,"  or  sincere.  There  is  a  truth  of  words  and  actions.  We  are  to  b^ 

iuncere  and  upright  m  our  profession  of  religion,  in  the  worship  of  God,  and  ia  our  dealings  with 

VOL.  V.  ,     T  % 
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men.  We  should  be  what  we  appear  to  be:  and  be  far  from  desiring  or  aimiqg  to  be  esteeifted 
what  we  are  not,  when  there  is  any,  the  least  hazard  of  any  damage  or  injury,  thereby  accruing^ 
either  to  religion  or  to  men. 

«  Whatever  thin^  are  true,  think  of  these  things/'  Reckon  yourselves  obliged  to  every 
branch  of  truth  and  sincerity.  Shew  a  love  of  truth  in  your  studies  and  inquiries.  And  when 
you  are  upon  good  grounds  convinced  of  the  truth  of  any  principles,  be  not  shy  of  owning 
them  upon  proper  occasions. 

Never  disown  or  deny  the  truths  you  are  convinced  of,  for  any  worldly  considerations 
whatever.  As  you  have  taken  upon  you  the  name  of  Christians,  steadily  acknowledge  and  pro- 
fess the  principles  of  that  doctrine.  Forsake  not  the  assembling  of  yourselves  together,  nor  be 
moved  from  your  steadfastness  by  the  reproaches,  or  other  ill-treatment,  which  you  may 
meet  with. 

Let  your  worship  of  God  be  sincere  and  fervent.  Never  appear  before  him  with  your  body 
only:  but  always  worship  him  in  spirit  and  truth. 

In  your  conversation  and  dealings  with  men,  whatever  is  your  station  and  character,  maintain 
your  integrity.  Be  faithiiil  and  upright  in  your  words  and  actions,  in  your  professions  of 
respect  and  esteem,  in  your  promises  and  contracts:  that  no  one  may  have  cause  to  suspect  or 
doubt  of  your  sincerity,  and  all  men  who  have  dealings  with  you  may  be  readily  disposed  to 
confide  in  you.  And  never  let  any  be  disappointed,  or  have  reason^to  complain  of  falsehood^ 
and  to  repent  of  the  trust  they  have  reposed  in  you. 

"  Whatever  thirds  are  honest.*'  In  the  margin  of  some  of  our  bibles  the  original  word  is 
rendered  venerable.  And  in  divers  places  our  English  translation  has  the  word  grave,  instead 
of  that  in  the  text.  Among  the  qualifications  of  a  bishop  this  is  one,  that  **  he  rule  well  hi? 
9wn  house,  having  his  chiloren  in  subjection  with  all  gravity— —Likewise  must  the  deacons  b? 

grave ^Likewise  must  their  wives  be  grave,  not  slanderers,  sober,  faithful  in  all  things.** 

1  Tim.  iii.  4,  8,  11.  In  the  epistle  to  Titus. .  "  But  speak  thou  the  things  that  become  soun4 
doctrine,  that  the  aged  men  be  sober,  grave,"  Tit.  li.  1,  2.  And,  "In  all  things  shewing 
thyself  a  pattern  of  good  works,  in  doctrine  shewing  uncorniptness,  gravity,  sincerity,**  ver.  7-  . 

These  instances  may  help  us  more  distinctly  to  conceive  the  design  of  the  apostle  in  thi? 
placf^,  where  the  same  word  is  rendered  honest.  It  seems,  that  he  intends  to  recommend  to 
Christians  a  concern  for  their  character,  a  care  so  to  behave,  as  to  secure  to  themselves  soine 
degree  of  respect  and  esteem  :  that  they  should  avoid  unbecoming  levity  in  word,  action,  habit, 
and  outward  behaviour,  which  tends  to  render  men  despicable:  whereby  they  appear  weak, 
mean,  and  of  no  consequence  in  the  eye  of  others. 

Doubtless  the  practice  of  this  rule  must  be  different  and  various,  according  to  men*s  several 
characters  and  stations  in  the  worid.  We  perceive  from  the  texts  just  cited,  that  gravity  is 
more  especially  recommended  to  the  aged,  and  to  those  who  have  the  honour  of  some  office  or 
trust  in  the  cnurch.  But  here  St.  Paul  gives  this  advice  to  Christians  in  general,  to  reckon 
themselves  obliged  to  whatever  things  are  honest,  grave,  or  venerable. 

It  is  not  needful,  nor  scarce  proper,  to  be  very  particular  in  such  a  direction  as  this.  Every 
one  who  thinks,  as  St.  Paul  here  desires  all  Christians  to  do,  may  be  the  best  judge  what  is 
most  suitable  to  his  own  station  and  character.  However^  such  a  hmt  as  this  in'  the  text  may 
be  of  use  to  awaken  the  attention  of  every  one,  and  induce  men  to  consider  what  does  best 
become  them  in  their  stations,  and  \vhat  tends  to  diminish  them  in  the  esteem  of  others.  It  may 
be  of  use  to  excite  men  to  labour  afler  some  useful  qualifications,  and  to  be  furnished  with  some 
valuable  branch  of  knowledge.  It  may  raise  a  desire  of  weight  and  solidity.  It  tends  to  caution^ 
men  against  extravagant  and  excessive  mirth.  In  a  word,  whatever  is  becoming,  and  is  rather* 
suiteil  to  secure  respect,  than  to  expose  them  to  contempt  and  scorn:  and  whatever  tends  to 
make  others  wiser  and  better,  rather  than  what  tends  to  divert  and  please  them:  such  things 
men  should  think  of,  and  reckon  themselves  obliged  to. 

"  Whatever  things  are  just.**  A  comprehensive  rule.  And  yet  its  several  branches  of  duty, 
are  so  obvious,  as  to  be  generally  known  and  understood.  There  is  no  necessity  therefore  to 
enlarge  in  the  enumeration  of  the  several  parts  of  righteousness  to  be  done,  or  unrighteousness  to 
be  avoided.  The  great  difficulty  is,  to  bring  men  to  an  equitable  temper  and  disposition  of 
mind:  and  to  subdue  self-love  and  partiality,  or  an  improper  affection  for  worldly  things,  and 
their  own  particular  interests:  which  oflen  mislead  them,  and  cause  them  to  act  contrary  to  the^ 
pjiainest  rules.    Our  blessed  Lord  therefore  comprised  and  recommended  this  branch  of  duty  in 
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^At  one  coAvindng  and  pdrsuasive  fulet  <*  All  thiitgs  whatever  ye  would  that  men  should  do 
vnto  you,  do  ye  even  so  unto  them/' 

s  At  oUier  times,  however,  both  Christ  and  his  apostles  have  insisted  on  particular  duties^  and 
enforced  them  with  very  moving  considerations. 

Hwe  the  direction  is  general.  **  Whatever  things  are  just,  think  of  them.'*  So  consider  tliis 
pomt,  that  you  may  perform  all  acts  of  justice,  and  avoid  every  thing  unjust,  unfair,  unequal. 

May  not  a  regard  to  this  rule  induce  some  to  caution  and  circumspection  in  their  dealings, 
and  to  avoid  extending  their  commerce  beyond  the  measure  of  their  ability?  Should  not  wise 
aitd  equitable  persons  take  heed,  not  so  much  as  to  run  the  hazard  of  ruining  those  who  depend 
upon  them,  or  deal  with  them,  or  trust  them?  The  wisest  and  best  of  men  are  liable  to  unavoid- 
able and  unforeseen  accidents.  But  the  thinking  on  whatever  things  are  just  might  discourage 
some  Schemes  and  projects,  which  are  as  likely  to  miscarry,  as  to  succeed :  and  if  not  success* 
ful,  may  reduce  a  man  beyond  the  possibility  of  his  returning  to  all  what  he  has  received. 

The  thinking  of  this  part  of  duty  may  also  be  of  use  to  discourage  and  prevent  an  expensive 
course  of  life,  beyond  the  proportion  of  a  man's  income  and  substance.  For  is  he  to  be  reckoned 
j[ast,  who  consumes  in  luxury,  and  excess  of  any  kind,  not  only  his  own  patrimony,  but  likewise 
the  right  and  property  of  other  men  ? 

Might  not  a  respect  to  every  thing  that  is  just  be  of  extensive  use,  and  vast  advantage  to 
mankind?  and  prevent  distresses  and  inconveniences,  inexpressible  and  innumerable! 

"  Whatever  things  are  just,  think  of  them.**  Avoid  lesser  as  well  as  greater  acts  of  injusticie. 
.Think  what  is  just  and  equitable  toward  those  of  your  own  family,  whether  relatives,  servants, 
or  dependents :  what  is  fair  and  equitable  in  the  way  of  commerce  with  other  men  your  equals: 
what  is  just  and  due  to  superiors  and  governors :  what  regard  you  ought  to  have  for  the  welfare 
of  the  public  society,  of  which  you  are  a  part,  in  whose  prosperity  you  are  interested,  by  the 
powers  cf  which  you  are  protected  in  your  commerce,  and  the  secure  possession  of  your  pro- 
perty. Says  St.  Paul  to  the  Romans:  "  Render  therefore  to  all  their  dues,  tribute  to  whom 
tribute  is  due,  custom  to  whom  custom,  fear  to  whom  fear,  honour  to  whom  honour.  Owe  no 
man  any  thing,  but  to  love  one  another,*'  Rom.  xiii.  7,  8. 

"  Whatever  things  are  pure^  ^or  chaste,]  think  of  them.**  Reckon  yourselves  obliged  to  all 
purity,  in  body  and  mind,  m  thought,  word,  and  action,  in  every  state,  and  in  every  age,  and 
part  of  life,  and  in  every  circumstance,  upon  every  occasion.  Think  and  consider,  how  you 
mav  best  be  able  to  preserve  that  purity,  which  is  acceptable  to  God,  for  the  honour  of  religion, 
and  yonr  own  peace  and  comfort.  Think  and  consult  with  yourselves,  how  you  may  avoid 
temptations,  and  how  you  may  resist  and  overcome  them,  if  you  should  unexpectedly  and  sud- 
denly meet  with  them*  Meddle  not  with  writings  where  a  proper  decorum  is  neglected,  or  in 
iii4>ich,  under  specious  appearances,  the  worst  and  most  dangerous  poison  is  insinuated.  Never 
be  present  at  indecent  shews  and  spectacles,  much  less  be  at  any  time  delighted  with  them,  or 
i^plaud  the;n«  Decline  resolutely,  and  with  the  utmost  care,  ensnaring  and  vicious  conversa- 
tion. So  far  from  tempting  and  enticing  others,  or  contributing  by  any  means  whatever  to  their 
beinfi^  ensnared,  and  delu&d  from  Uie  paths  of  strict  sobriety;  do  what  lies  in  your  power  b& 
you  have  opportunity,  by  the  most  proper  and  Kkely,  the  most  effectual,  the  most  acceptable,  or 
least  offensive  methods,  not  only  to  preserve  your  own  purity,  but  also  to  strengthen  the  wise 
and  holy  resolutions  of  others ;  that  they  may  be  stedfast  in  their  purpose,  overcome  in  a  time 
of  tennptationi  and  pass  through  the  world  pure  and  unsullied. 

**  Whatever  things  are  lovely,**  or  amiable.  So  the  original  word  seems  most  properly  to  signifir. 
Bat  herein,  very  probably,  is  included  what  is  loving  and  friendly.  For  such  thmgs  are  usually 
lovely,  and  agreeable  in  the  eye  of  the  world. 

All  such  thin^  the  apostle  desires  his  Christian  friends  at  Philippi  to  think  of:  to  "  follow 
after  the  things  that  make  for  peace,**  Rom.  xiv.  19,  among  themselves  and  others.  Says  the 
Fteknist,  "  How  good,  and  how  pl^stsant  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity!**  Psal. 
exxxiii.  It  is  not  only  a  great  happiness  to  those,  persons  themselves,  but  it  is  likewise  agreeable 
to  others  to  behold  and  observe. 

It  is  not  unlikely,  that  the  apostle  intends  here  some  exalted  acts  of  virtue,  care  of  the  sick, 
bounty  to  the  necessitous  and  indigent,  readiness  to  appear  in  the  behalf  of  such  as  are  injured 
by  prevailing  power,  endeavours  to  clear  up  dpubtful  points,  and  vindicate  innocwicc,  accused, 
censured  and  reproached*) 
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The  Philippians,  Very  Wobabl  v,  would  be  led  by  this  advice,  to  think  of  benevolence  toward 
each  other,  and  toward  their  fellow-christiatis^  and  also  toward  other  men,  their  Heathen  and 
Jewish  neighbours  i  a  readiness  to  do  good  to  them»  when  they  had  opportunity  and  ability,  and 
their  services  and  kind  offices  would  be  accepted* 

Herein  may  be  also  included  steadiness  in  the  fiuth,  and  in  the  profession  of  the  truth,  free 
from  any  appearance  of  ob^ttnaey,  and  without  unreasonable  scorn  and  disdain  of  others  of 
different  sentiments :  a  readiness  to  give  a  reason  of  their  belief  and  hq>e  to  all  who  demand 
it :  and  doing  it  with  meekness  and  modesty. 

Hereby  may  likewise  be  intended  condescension  upon  many  occasions,  forgiveness  of  injuries, 
meekness  and  gentleness,  mildness  in  precepts  and  reproofs,  and  doing  every  thing,  so  £ir  as 
may  be,  in  the  most  acceptable  and  agreeable  manner. 

Once  more :  Think  of  whatever  things  are  lovely.  Shew  an  affi[ble  carriage  to  aH  nien> 
And  if  any  of  you  liave  it  in  your  power  to  be  extensively  useful,  manifest  cheermlness  of  mind, 
in  such  gopd  designs  as  you  engage  in,  and  promote  them  to  the  utmost. 

Whatever  things  are  of  good  report,  or  well  spoken  of,  and  generally  commended. 

But  hereby  the  apostle  intends  those  things  only,  that  are  justly  commended,  or  are  really 
commendable.     It  can  never  be  imagined,  that  he  advises  any  Christians  to  pay  such  deference 
to  prevailing  customs  as  to  approve  of  any  thing  that  is  in  itself  evil.     No :  Qiristians  were  at 
that  time  few  in  number,  in  comparison  of  others,  and  were  obliged  to  be  stedfast  in  the  faith, 
whatever  others  might  think  or  say  of  it.     And  at  some  seasons,  and  in  some  places,  there  are 
'  some  so  degenerate  and  corrupt,  as  to  vilify  those  who  join  not  with  them  in  shameful  practices* 
«  For  the  time  past  of  our  life  ma^  suffice  us,"  says  St.  Peter,  "  to  have  wrought  the  will  of  the 
Gentiles,  when  we  walked  in  lasciviousness,  lusts,  excess  of  wine,  revellings,  banquetings,  and 
abominable  idolatries :  wherein  they  think  it  strange,  that  you  run  pot  with  them  to  the  sante* 
excess  of  riot,  speaking  evil  of  you,'*  1  Pet.  iv.  8,  4.     Nevertheless  there  are  some  branches  of 
virtue  and  real  ^Dodness,  which  are  generally  approved,  and  well  spoken  of.     St.  Peter  himself 
'  supposeth  as  much  in  another  exhortation.     *<  Having  your  conversation  honest,  for  good,  fair 
,  and  unspotted,]  among  the  gentiles :  that  whereas  they  speak  against  you,  as  evil-doers,  thtfy 
may  by  your  good  works,  which  they  shall  behold,  glorify  God  in  the  day  of  viaitation^** 
1  Pet^ii.  12. 

This  particular  may  in  some  measure  coincide  with  the  preceding.  Such  things  as  iare 
amiable,  taking  and  agreeable,  will  be  generally  commended.  In  both,  especially  the  latter,  I 
apprehend  the  apostle  to  recommend  some  sublime  acts  of  virtue  and  goodness,  which  depend 
upon  much  self-denial,  and  consist  in  discreet  compliances,  and  a  departing  from  our  jost  right 
upon  some  occasions,  for  weighty  reasons  and  considerations,  and  out  of  a  regard  to  the  honour 
of  religion,  or  with  a  view  to  the  welfare  and  advantage  of  some  particular  persons,  or  the  good 
of  society  in  general. 

There  are  particular  directions  in  some  other  epistles,* which  may  be  recollected  by  you,  aind 
may  illustrate  this  general  advice,  and  help  us  to  discern  what  is  included  in  it. 

In  an  argument,  which  the  apostle  has  in  the  epistle  to  the  Romans,  he  says,  *<  Let  not  then 
your  good  be  evil  spoken  of,**  Rom.  xiii.  16.  The  Christian  liberty,  or  freedom  from  an  obli- 
gation to  observe  a  distinction  of  meats,  and  such  like  indifferent  things,  was,  in  the  general^ 
good  and  reasonable.  Yet  he  advises,  not  to  assert  it  always,  but  to  decline  the  so  doing,  when 
there  should  be  a  manifest  danger  of  offending  a  weak  and  scrupulous  person,  so  as  to  cause  him 
to  fall.     Whereby  it  might  happen,  that  what  was  good  would  be  evil  spoken  of. 

Another  particular,  which  1  suppose  may  suit  this  general  direction,  is  that  in  the  first  epistle 
to  the  Corinthians.  **  1  speak  to  your  shame.  Is  it  so,  that  there  is  not  a  wise  man  among^ 
you,  ihat  shall  be  able  to  judge  between  his  brethren?  But  brother  goes  to  Jaw  with  brother^ 
and  that  before  the  unbelievers.  Now  therefore -there  is  utterly  a  fault  among  you,  because  ye 
go  to  law  one  with  another.  Why  do  ye  not  rathfer  take  wrong?  Why  do  ye  not  rather  suffer 
yourselves  to  be  defrauded  ?**  1  Cor.  vi.  5—7.  Those  persons  had  not  a  due  regard  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  things.  Contention  and  strife  are  unreputable  among  friends  and  relatives,  and 
those  who  are  of  the  same  religious  society  and  communion.  It  would  therefore  have  been  a 
good  work,  if  some,  who  were  of  the  best  capacity  and  understanding  among  the  Christians  at 
Corinth,  had  endeavoured  to  reconcile  disagreeing  parties,  and  to  induce  them  to  make  up  their 
differences  in  an  amicable  way.    And  it  might  have  been  fit  and  commendable,  sup|K)6ing  un-^ 
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tndflibfenefls  and  db^tinaoy  on  one  side,  if  the  other  would  for  peace  sake  quit  a  part  of  his 
i^gfat,  or  what  might  be  justly  daimad  by  him. 

And  there  may  be  many  occasions,  wherein  this  direction  will  take  place  and  be  obiUgatoiy. 
A  true  Christian,  and  a  wise  man,  will  often  think  of  those  things  that  are  of  good  report,  and 
wiU  resign  somewhat,  and  cwnply  against  his  own  particular  interests,  when  some  valuable  pur- 
poses are  to  be  served  thereby. 

The  last  clause  in  the  text  is:  If  there  be  any  virtue,  and  if  there  be  any  praise.  Jn  whidi 
two  particulars  it  may  be  either  supposed,  that  the  apostle  would  summarily  comprehend  every 
thing  already  mentioned :  or,  that  he  would  be  understood  to  say :  «  And  if  there  be  any  thing 
else  tfiat  is  virtuous  and  praise-worthy,  think  of  it,  and  reckon  yourselves  obliged  to  it/ 

One  thing,  which  I  apprehend  to  be  designed  and  implied,  both  here  and  elsewhere,  is  dis- 
cretion  or  prudence :  which,  certainly,  is  praise- worthy,  for  the  honour  of  particular  persons  and 
societies,  and  religion  in  general. 

You  are  to  condescend  very  often;  but  yet  it  must  be  sometimes  without  familiarity.  You 
are  to  reprove  with  mildness ;  but  yet  you  are  not  to  connive  at  faults  that  are  manifest.  Yoji 
are  to  be  kind  and  charitable ;  but  yet  you  should  not  be  imposed  upon.  And  it  will  neither  be 
for  your  credit,  nor  for  the  credit  of  religion,  to  maintain  the  robust  and  strong  in  sloth  and 
idleness.  You  are  to  coniply;  but  still  you  must  consider,  when,  to  whom,  and  how  far.  You 
are  to  be  courteous  and  affable  and  ccHidescending :  but  yet  you  shoald  keep  the  dignity  of  your 
chanu;ter.  You  should  forgive,  if  men  repent  and  acknowledge  their  fault :  and  you  should 
.pray  for  them  that  persecute  you,  and  speak  evil  of  you.  But  you  are  not  obliged  to  conficb 
m  all  without  discrimination,  nor  to  put  trust  in  those  who  shew  enmity  to*  you.  There  is  a 
necessity  of  weighing  circumstances,  and  calmly  considering  persons,  tempers,  times  and  seasons. 
We  shoald  join  those  two  considerations,  and  observe  those  two  properties:  if  there  beanj 
virtue,  and  if  there  be  any  praise :  whatever  things  are  true,  and  of  good  report.  Meekness  is 
a  virtue.  But  it  is  apt  sometimes  to  invite  injuries.  He  who  by  an  imprudent  exercise  of  what 
he  calls  meekness,  neglects  his  own  safety  and  security  from  unreasonable  men,  and  thereby 
often  brings  troubles  upoh  himself,  and  those  concerned  with  him,  consults  not  his  own  credit, 
tux  the  credit  and  reputation  of  the  religious  principles  he  professes. 

These  are  the  several  branches  of  virtue  and  goodness  which  the  apostle  here  recommends. 
And  they  should  be  thought  of  by  all  in  the  sense  and  manner  before  explained  and  described. 
For  the  exhortation  is  addressed  to  all.  Every  one  should  think  of  what  suits  his  station  and 
condition.  The  bishops  or  overseers,  and  the  deacons  in  this  church,  to  whom  -the  apostle  was 
wittii^,  were  to  attend  to  and  perform  the  duties  of  their  offices.  The  rich  and  the  honourable 
were  tn  like  manner  to  perform  the  duties  of  their  circumstances  and  station :  they  should 
endeavour  to  be  usefol  in  the  world,  and  think  of  every  thin^  that  is  good  and  laudable^  The 
pck>r  Iflcewise  were  to  think  of  what  suited  them,  and  be  resigned,  contented,  humble,  indus- 
tnons,  faithful,  thankful.  For  such  thri^s  are  virtuous,  and  praise-worthy  in  them.  Such  is 
the  exhortation  to  the  Christians  of  that  time :  and  it  is  to  be  attended  to  by  the  followers  of 
Jesus  in  every  age.  * 

III.  I  shall  now  conclude  with  a  few  inferences  by  way  of  application. 

1.  We  hence  learn,  that  there  are  some  things,  which  are  nt  and  excellent  in  themserves;, 
true,  just,  and  virtuous. 

2.  We  also  perceive  hence,  that  the  Christian  religion  teaches  and  recommends  every  branch- 
of  virtue  and  goodness:  and  that  Christians  ought  to  reckon  themselves  obliged  to  every  things 
that  b  true,  just,  lovely,  of  good  report,  virtuous  and  commendable,  accormng  to  thfe  stations 
they  are  in. 

S.  The  Christian  doctrine  does  not  exclude,  or  altogether  neglect  and  overlook  any  reason- 
able argument  to  the  practice  of  real  duty.  Indeed  many  precepts  are  delivered  in  the  scrip- 
tmres,  both  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  in  an  authoritative  way,  as  the  will  of  God,  and 
with  promises  of  hap^nness,  or  threatenings  of  woe  and  misery,  whicn  none  but  God  can  pe'rfona 
and  accomplish.  Nevertheless  arguments  from  the  internal  excellence^  or  tine  apparent  comeli^ 
mm  of  things,  are  not  entirely  omitted.  Nor  ought  thejj  to  be  overkxliked  or  slirfited  by  us.. 
"The  apostle  here  advises,  and  directs:  «♦  If  there  be  any  virtue,  if  there  be  any  praise,  think  on 
those  tWngs/'  ^  ^p       » 

4.  We  cannot  easily  forbear  ob8erving>  that  this  exhortation  of  Uiesqpfwtle  is  not  only  excel- 
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lent  for  the  seiwe,  but  engaging  also  Cot  the  manned  of  address.  He  treats  the  Httlippiaii  Chris. 
tians  as  men  of  understanding.  And  without  a  prolix  enlai^gement  propounds  it  to  them  to 
think  of,  and  reckon  themselves  obliged  to,  ««  whatever  things  are  true,  honest,  virtuoas  and 
praise-worthy/*  The  same  things  are  now  in  a  like  manner  propmed  to  you.  The  fewer  wardb 
are  used  in  recommending  them,  the  more  do  you  think  of  them :  that  you  may  be  fully  satisfied 
of  their  reasonableness,  and  be  ever  ready  to  practise  them  as  occasions  require^  in  the  most 
agreeable  and  acceptable  manner. 


SERMON  XVL 

THE  IMPORTANCE  OF  OUR  WORDS. 


BtU  I  SOI/  unto  j/ou,  that  every  idle  word  that  wen  shall  speak^  Utey  shall  give  an  account  thereqf  in 
the  day  of  judgment.  For  by  thy  words  thou  sJialt  be  justified^  and  by  thy  words  thou  shalt 
be  condemned. — Matt.  xii.  Sti. 

Ik  the  preceding  part  of  this  chapter  several  things  are  related,  which  may  be  reckoned  to  hM^ 
given  occasion  for  what  is  here  said.  To  crfMerve  those  particulars  therefore^  may  conduce  very 
much  to  the  better  understanding  of  our  lord's  design  in  these  words. 

One  thing,  related  at  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  is  our  Lord's  goiag  through  fields  of 
com,  and  die  reflections  cast  upon  the  disciples  by  the  Pharisees  fw  plucking  ears  o£  com  oft 
the  sabbath  day,  together  with  his  vindication  of  the  disciplea  frbm  those  reflections.    . 

Afterwards  is  an  account  of  our  Lord's  meekness  in  withdra¥ring  from  the  Pharisees,  wh^ 
^sought  to  apprehend  him,  with  a  general  character  of  the  mildness  of  his  ministry. 

After  which,  notice  is  taken  of  a  miracle  wrought  by  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  the  false  and 
injurious  charge  of  the  Pharisees,  that  ^*  he  cast  out  dssmons  by  Beelzebub, .  their  prin^  :**  and 
the  reproof  ^  those  who  therein  had  blasphemed  the  Holy  Ghost.  Which  sin  he  declares 
would  not  be  forgiven,  *^  neither  in  this  world,  nor  in  that  which  is  to  come/'  And  then  )le 
;adds  these  general  observations  in  his  teaching,  **  Either  make  the  tree  ffood,  and  its  fruit 
^good:  or  ebe  make  the  tree  corrupt,  and  its  fruit  corrupt  For  the  tree  is  known  by  its  fruit. 
O  generation  of  vipers,  how  can  ye  being  evil  speak  good  things  7  For  out  of  the  abundance  of 
the  heart  the  mouth  speaketh.  A  good  man  out  of  the  good  treasure  of  his  heart  bring^  fortli 
^ood  things.  And  an  evil  man  out  of  the  evil  treasure  bringeth  forth  evil  things.  But  I  say 
amto  you,  that  every  idle  word,  which  men  shall  speak,  they  shall  give  an  account  thereof  in  the 
clay  of  jud^gment*  For  by  thy  words  thou  shalt  be  justified,  and  by  thy  words  thou  shait  be 
■jcondemneA*' 

I.  In  explaining  and  improving  this  text  I  would  first  consider,  what  our  Lord  calls  m 
<«  idle  wcM-d.'^ 

II.  In  what  sense  our  Lord  is  to  be  understood :  and  how  we  <an  be  justified  by  (Mir  words» 
when  good:  and  condemned  by  them,  when  they  are  evil. 

IIL  I  shall  inquire  into  the  reason  of  this  sentence  of  lustificatioo,  or  condemnation.    . 

IV.  And  then,  in  the  fourth  and  last  place,  I  intend  to  conclude  with  some  remarks,  bf 
way  of  application. 

'L  In  the  first  place,  we  will  consider  what  our  Lord  csdis  an  "  idle  word." 

And  here  if  must  be  owned,  that  there  is  some  variety  of  explication  among  pious  and 
learned  interpreters. 

Some  by  idle  word  understand  the  same  as  unprofitable.  They  think  this  to  be  the  beat 
interpretation,  and  that  the  word  ought  not  to  be  restrained  to  false  and  injurious  words,  such 
as  are  spoken  of  in  the  preceding  context.  They  )udge  our  Lord  to  ai^ue  from  the  less  to  thjB 
greater,  to  convince  the  Pharisees,  how  dreadful  an  account  they  must  give  of  their  blasphemous 
and  reproachful  speeches:  when  all  men  must  give  an  account  even  <rf  useless  words,  which  they 
^peak  to  no  good  purpose,  but  vainly;  without  respect  either  to  the  glory  of  God,  or  the  good 
of  otheni^  or  their  own  necesaaiy  raid  lawiU  occasi 
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So  some;  Otters  kcfteby  rather  understand  false,  reproachful,  hurtful  words:  ihe  word  vain,  • 
or  idle,  according  to  the  Hebrews,  being  often  used  for  deceitful,  false,  lying.  The  third  com- 
mandment  in  the  Law  of  Moses  is  thus  expressed:  *'  Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of  the  Lord 
t^  God  in  vain/ '  Thou  shalt  take  care,  never  to  make  use  of  the  name  of  God  to  attest  and 
8iq»port  a  falsehood.  When  Pharaoh  issued  a  severe  order  against  tlie  Israelites,  to  increase 
their  labour,  it  is  added:  "  And  let  them  not  regard  vain  words,"  Exod.  v-  9;  or  false  and 
deceitful  speeches.  Rosea,  ch.  xii.  1.  "  Ephraim  feedeth  on  the  wind,  and  foUoweth  after  the 
east  wind.  He  daily  increaseth  lies  and  desolation/'  In  the  ancient  Greek  version,  the  style 
of  which  is  often  very  agreeable  to  that  of  the  writers  of  the  New  Testament,  the  text  is  ren- 
dered  in  this  manner:  "  Ephraim  daily  increaseth  vain  and  unprofitable  things.**  And  Micah, 
di.  i.  14.  "  The  house  of  Achzib  shall  be  a  lie  to  the  kings  of  Israel.**  In  the  same  ancient 
version  it  is,  "  shall  be  vain  to  the  kings  of  Israel.**  Habb.  ii.  S.  "  For  the  vision  is  yet  for 
an  appointed  time;  but  at  the  end  it  shall  speak,  and  not  lie.'*  In  the  same  ancient  Greek 
version,  <<  it  shall  not  be  in  vain.**  And  St.  Paul,  "  Let  no  man  deceive  you  with  vain  [or  false] 
words:  for  because  of  these  things  the  wrath  of  God  cometh  upon  the  children  of  disobedience,** 
Eph.  v.  6. 

And  the  coherence  likewise  countenanceth  this  sense :  for  of  this  sort  are  the  words  spoken 
by  the  Pharisees.  At  the  beginning  of  the  chapter  they  are  related  to  have  cast  reflections  on 
Christ*s  disciples,  to  prejudice  their  character  without  reason.  Afterwards  they  are  said  to  have 
blasphemed  our  Lord's  miracles,  done  by  the  finger  of  God,  ascribing  them  to  the  prince  of 
evil  spirits.  And  our  Lord,  representing  the  real  guilt,  and  great  malignity  of  that  sin,  does 
also  take  notice  of  some  other  reproachful  speeches  concerning  himself,  which  seem  to  have 
been  more  especially  personal.  "  Wherefore  I  say  unto  you :  all  manner  of  sin  and  blasphemy 
shall  be  forgiven  unto  men:  but  the  blasphemy  against  the  Holy  Ghost  shall  not  be  forgiven 
unto  men.  And  whosoever  speaketh  a  word  against  the  Son  of  man,  it  shall  be  forgiven;  but 
whosoever  speaketh  against  the  Holy  Ghost,  it  shall  not  be  forgiven  him,  neither  in  this  world, 
nor  in  the  world  to  come,**  ver.  31,  32.  Where,  by  **  speaking  against  the  Son  of  man,**  seem 
to  be  intended  those  false  characters  given  of  our  Lord  by  some,  of  his  being  "  a  glutton  and  a 
wine-bibber,  a  friend  of  publicans  and  sinners:**  consisting  of  false  and  injurious  representations^ 
of  some  part  of  his  conduct,  and  embraced  by  some  who  were  little  acquainted  with  him  or  his 
works. 

We  might  farther  argue,  that  this  is  the  design  of  our  Lord  from  what  is  said  at  ver.  34,  S5: 
**  How  can  ye  being  evil  speak  good  things?  For  out  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart  the  mouth 
speaketh.  A  good  man  out  of  the  good  treasure  of  his  heart  bringeth  forth  good  things:  and 
an  evil  man  out  of  the  evil  treasure  bringeth  forth  evil  things.**  Whereupon  follow  the  decla* 
rations  and  observations  of  the  text. 

All  this  may  well  incline  us  to  think,  that  by  idle  words  our  Lord  does  not  mean  those  words 
which  are  insignificant  and  unprofitable,  and  have  no  immediate  tendency  to  promote  some 
good ;  but  rather  such  words  as  are  evil,  false,  injurious  and  detrimental  to  men's  personal 
characters,  or  to  the  interests  of  religion. 

II.  Secondly,  we  are  to  consider,  how  men  can  be  justified  by  their  words,  if  they  are  good; 
and  how  they  can  be  condemned  by  them,  if  evil. 

It  is  what  our  Lord  here  declares  expressly  and  strongly.  And  the  justification,  or  acquittal, 
and  the  condemnation  or  censure,  relate  to  the  solemn  transactions  of  the  gceat  day;  when  men*s 
characters  and  states  shall  l>e  finally  and  for  ever  determined ;  and  not  barely  to  any  sentences  of 
applause  or  disgrace  in  this  world.  These  are  our  Lord's  expressions :  "  But  I  say  unto  you, 
that  every  idle  word  which  men  shall  speak,  they  shall  give  account  thereof  in  the  day  of  judg. 
ment:  for  by  thy  words  thou  shalt  be  justified ;  and  by  thy  words  thou  shdt  be  condemned.** 

But  how  can  this  be  ?  Are  there  not  other  things  that  will  be  taken  into  consideration  in  the 
day  of  judgment  beside  men*s  words  ?  Yes,  certainly.  According  to  the  doctrine  of  our  Saviour, 
(here  are  evil  thoughts  and  evil  actions  as  well  as  evil  words,  which  shall  be  examined  into,  cen- 
mred,  and  punished.  And  there  are  good  thoughts  and  usefid  works,  which  are  highly  accept- 
abte  in  the  sight  of  God. 

The  design  of  our  Lord  therefore  is,  to  assure  men,  that  their  words  also  are  of  great  import- 
ance. Men  are  often  apt  to  be  very  heedless  in  this  respect.  They  indulge  great  freedom  of 
qpeech,  not  being  duly,  apprehensive  of  the  consequences  of  good  or  bad  words.     And  bur  Lord» 
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upon  the  Pharisees  reviling  his  miracles,  takes  occasion  to  discourse  upon  the  point,  ^nd  delirers 
this  doctrine :  that  men's  words  will  come  into  consideration  in  the  day  of  judgment  Whatever, 
some  may  think,  or  endeavour  to  persuade  themselves,  this  is  the  judgment  of  God :  their  words 
are  of  no  small  moment  Go(i  observes  them  now,  and  will  call  men  to  an  account  for  them 
hereafter :  and  sometimes  their  words  alone  may  be  found  sufficient  to  decide  men's  characters. 

III.  Which  brings  me  to  the  third  particular,  to  shew  the  reasonableness  of  justifying  or  con- 
demning men  by  their  words. 

One  reason  is,  that  a  great  deal  is  in  the  power  of  the  tongue.  Good  or  bad  discourse  has  a 
great  effect  and  influence  on  the  affairs  of  the  world.  As  St.  James. says,  "the  tongue,*'  thoiigh 
"  a  little  member,  boasteth  great  things.  Behold,  how  great  a  matter  a  little  fire  kindleth !  The 
tongue  is  a  fire,  a  world  of  iniquity, — and  setteth  on  fire  the  whole  course  of  nature,"  James  iii.  5,6. 
The  abuse  of  the  tongue  in  false  and  injurious  speeches  is  often  prejudicial  and  ruinous  to  the. 
good  character  and  prosperity  of  particular  persons,  and  to  the  peace  and  quietness  of  whole  so- 
cieties. "The  words  or  a  tale4)earer  are  as  wounds,  and  they  go  down  into  the  innermost  parts 
of  the  belly,"  Prov.  xviii.  8.  St.  Paul  exhorts :  "  Wherefore  putting  away  lying,  speak  every  man 
truth  with  his  neighbour :  for  we  are  members  one  of  another.  Let  all  bitterness,  and  wrath, 
and  anger,  and  clamour,  be  put  away  from  yoii  with  all  malice,"  Eph.  iv.  25;  also  ver.  31,  32. 

False  ar.l  injurious  words  are  evil  and  vicious.  And  there  is  virtue  in  good  words :  in  vindi- 
cating the  characters  of  the  injured,  pleading  the  cause  of  the  oppressed,  reconciling  diSferences^ 
recommending  peace  and  friendship,  and  ibwarding  any  good  and  useful  designs. 

Solomon  says:  "  A  man  shall  be  satisfied  with  good  by  the  fruit  of  his  lips.  And  the  recom-. 
pense  of  a. man's  hands  shall  be  rendered  unto  him,*'  FVov.  xii.  14;  that  is,  the  author  of  good 
counsel  and  advice^  whether  in  private  or  public  concerns,  will  reap  advantage  by  it.  And  a 
man  shall  be  recompensed  for  good  words  as  well  as  for  good  actions. 

Again  :  <<  A  man  shall  eat  good  by  the  fruit  of  his  mouth :  but  the  soul  of  the  transgressors 
shall  eat  violence,''  ch.  xiii.  2 ;  that  is,  he  who  gives  men  good  and  faithful  counsel,  or  he  who 
speaks  well  of  others,  as  they  deserve,  will  have  a  benefit  by  it.  And  they  also  who  injuriously 
calumniate  and  revile  others :  or  who  deceive  men  by  their  speeches,  shall  in  the  end  suffer  the 
like  evils  which  they  bring  upon  others. 

Good  words  then  are  virtuous,  and  evil  words  are  unrighteous :  and  oftentimes,  even  in  thi$ 
world,  meet  with  suitable  recompenses  of  .peace,  comfort,  and  credit  on  the  one  hand ;  of  trouble^ 
vexation,  reproach,  and  disgrace  on  the  otner. 

But  there  is  another  thine  still  more  material,  which  may  fully  shew  the  justness  of  our  I^ord's 
declaration,  and  the  reasonaUeness  of  men  being  hereafter  justified  or  condemned  by  their  words: 
for  as  meh's  words  are,  so  are  their  hearts.     Their  speeches  shew  the  real,  habitual  frame  of  the 
miad.     Our  Lord  says  as  much  in  this  context :  and  therefore  he  himself  leads  us  to  this  true 
ground  and  reason  of  his  declaration.     <'  Either  make  the  tree  ^ood,  and  its  fruit  will  be  good :" 
or  "  else  make  the  tree  corrupt,  and  its  fruit  will  be  corrupt :  for  the  tree  is  known  by  its  fruit." 
The  evident  design  of  which  instance  is  to  teach  those  to  whom  our  Lord  was  speaking,  tliat 
men's  Words  as  well  as  their  actions,  shewed  their  real  temper.     "  O  generation  of  vipers,  how 
can  ye,  being  evil,  speak  good  things?"  ver.  34.     You  yourselves  are  an  instance  ot  it.     Tbe 
evil  affections  of  covetousness  and  ambition  prevail  in  your  breasts :  and  whilst  they  do,  you  will 
not  speak  right  things :  *'  For  out  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart  the  mouth  speaketh.     A  good 
man  out  of  the  good  treasure  of  the  heart  bringeth  forth  good  things.*'    If  a  man's  mind  be  mjied 
with  just  sentiments,  and  pious  affections,  and  useful  designs,  his  words  will  shew  it.     They  will 
be  such  as  shall  tend  to  promote  and  recommend  religion  and  virtue,  and  to  encourage  good  and 
upright  persons.    '*  And  an  evil  man  out  of  the  evil  treasure  bringeth  forth  evil  things."    A  man 
of  an  evil  mind  will  shew  it  in  his  discourses.     With  reason  therefore  does  he  add,  '<  that  men  will 
be  justified  or  condemned  by  their  words :"  for  their  words  shew  their  inward  temper,  and  what 
^e  the  prevailing  habits  of  their  minds :  in  short,  what  men  themselves  are. 

This  may  be  made  farther  manifest  by  obvious  instances.  Irreligious  discourses  shew  a  man 
not  to  be  religious.  Falsehood  and  lying  in  a  man's  dealings  declare  him  to  be  covetous  and  un- 
righteous. Detraction  and  calumny  demonstrate  a  man  to  be  destitute  of  true  love  for  his  neigh* 
bour.  Arrogant  and  vainglorious  expressions  flow  from  pride  in  the  heart:  and  frequently  men's 
vords,  as  weu  as  actions,  3iew  that  they  have  in  them  neither  the  fear  of  God  nor  a  love  ior  men. 

iSeveral  things  in^the  preceding  context,  if  reviewed,  \rill  confirm  this  point. 
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'  '*rbe"fe8t  tf  that  of  the  Pharisees  reflecting  upon  the  disciples  for  gathering,  when  hnnsryy 
some  ears  of  com  on  the  sabbath-day.  Wherein  they  shewed  a  malicious  disposition  :  the  lav 
dispensing  with  the  bodily  rest  of  the  sabbath  upon  divers  occasions  j  and  they  themselves 
approving  of  it  in  many  cases.  By  those  reflections  they  shewed  a  greater  regard  to  some  positive 
appointments,  than  to  the  eternal  laws  of  equity  and  righteousness.  Therefore  our  Lord  says  to 
them  :  "  If  ye  had  known  what  that  meant,  I  will  have  mercy  and  not  sacrifice,  ye  would  not 
have  condemned  the  guiltless." 

The  reflections  upon  our  Lord's  person  and  character  were  of  a  like  kind  :  "  when  they  spake 
evil  of  the  Son  of  man,'*  and  represented  him  as  "gluttonous,  and  a  wine-bibber,"  though  he  was 
guilty  of  no  excess.  Thereby  they  shewed  a  want  of  respect  to  truth,  and  of  love  for  their  neigh- 
hour.  So  likewise  when  they  called  him  "  a  friend  of  publicans  and  sinners,"  because  be  was 
sometimes  in  company  where  they  were :  insinuating  thereby,  tliat  he  countenanced  their  unrigh- 
teous actions  and  wicked  lives ;  whereas  he  vouchsafed  to  be  present  with  them  for  no  other  end, 
but  to  reform  and  amend  them :  and  he  reproved  what  was  amiss,  in  every  one ;  and  expressed 
favour  toward  none  but  those  who  shewed  a  regard  to  real  holiness.  And  the  pleasure  he  had  in 
the  repentance  of  sinners  was  no  other  than  is  to  be  found  in  the  purest  spirits  in  heaven.  lu 
these  reflections  therefore  they  betrayed  a  want  of  a  due  regard  to  truth,  and  to  the  good  name 
and  credit  of  men. 

Their  reviling  our  Lord's  miracles,  and  ascribing  them  to  the  power  of  Satan,  and  a  combina- 
tion between  him  and  the  kingdom  of  darkness,  shewed  an  inveterate,  malicious  disposition :  for 
our  Lord's  doctrine  was  pure  and  holy ;  and  it  was  impossible  that  exdl  spirits  should  encourage 
It,  Miracles  they  allowed,  in  other  cases,  to  be  a  proof  of  the  divine  approbation  and  concurrence* 
It  was  therefore  owing  to  prevailing  pride,  ambition,  covetousness,  envy  and  malice,  that  sucl^ 
^ords  proceeded  out  of  their  mouths. 

In  a  word,  their  many  hard  speeches  and  false  reflections  upon  Jesus  and  his  disciples,  shewed 
that  they  had  not  the  love  of  God  in  their  hearts,  and  that  they  were  destitute  of  all  religious 
diroositions  of  mind.  Our  blessed  Lord  says  at  ver.  30,  "  He  that  is  not  with  me  is  against  me, 
and  he  that  is  not  with  me  scatters  abroad.**  The  tendency  of  my  doctrine  is  such,  so  holy,  so 
reasonable,  so  directly  for  the  glory  of  God,  so  manifestly  suited  to  promote  and  strengthen  the 
interests  of  true  religion  in  the  world.  And  the  works  I  do  are  so  great  and  conspicuous,  that 
every  one  who  sees  them,  or  hears  of  them,  must  heartily  approve  of  my  designs,  if  he  love  relir 
gion  and  virtue.  And  if  any  man,  acquainted  with  my  teaching  and  conduct^  asperse  me,  and 
xevile  my  works,  with  a  view  to  disparage  the  doctrine,  and  hinder  men  from  receiving  it,  he 
jnanifests  that  he  has  not  at  heart  the  honour  of  God  and  the  cause  of  religion ;  but  only  some 
private  interests  of  his  own,  or  of  some  sect  or.  party. 

These  things  we  know  our  Lord  often  told  the  Jews  plainly,  that  "  theydid  not  hear  his  word, 
because  ithey  were  not  of  God :"  that  "  they  did  not  believe^  because  they  sought  honour  one  of 
another,  and  riot  that  honour  which  cometh  from  God  only."  And  their  injurious  reflections 
imon  him,  and  his  doctrine,  and  his  works,  and  his  disciples,  proceeded  from  the  like  bad  dispo- 
fiitions,  and  shewed  that  they  were  destitute  of  religion,  and  under  the  power  of  vicious  habits. 

By  their  words  then  men  may  be  condemned ;  for  they  shew  what  men  really  are. 

By  their  words  also  men  may  be  justified ;  some  by  their  discourses  tending  to  the  honour  of 
God,  and  the  good  of  men :  recommending  with  mildness,  yet  assiduity,  as  occasions  ofter,  tlie 
great  principles  of  religion,  and  the  important  branches  of  true  holiness,  vindicating  men*s 
characters  unjustly  traduced,  shewing  the  reasonableness  of  mutual  love  and  forbearance  among 
men  of  different  sentiments :  embracing  all  opportunities  for  withdrawing  men  from  sin  and  folly> 
and  bringing  them  to  a  discreet  and  amiable  behaviour :  I  say,  by  these  and  such  like  good  fruits, 
some  shew,  that  the  tree  is  good.  They  are  good  men,  and  out  of  the  good  tieasure  of  the  heart 
they  bring  forth  good  things. 

This  point  might  also  be  farther  illustrated  by  some  particular  instances  in  the  gospels. .  Our 
Lord  says :  "  Whosoever  therefore  shall  confess  me  before  men,  him  will  I  confess  also  before 
my  Father  which  is  in  heaven/*  Matt.  x.  82.  And  some  there  were  in  his  time  who  made  such 
professions  of  their  faith  in  him,  or  so  pleaded  his  cause,  as  to  shew  by  those  words  their  good 
dispositions:  in  like  manner  as  the  Pharisees,  by  their  false  and  injiurious  reflections,  shewed  tlie 
bad  dispositions  of  their  minds. 

When  Peter  answered,  and  said,  <*Thou  ait  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  God,'*  Matt. 
VOL,  V.  u    ' 
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xvi.  16,  our  Lord  declared  him  blessed.  At  another  time,  when  many  forBO<A  hkn^  and  widk^ 
no  more  with  him,  and  he  asked  the  disciples,  whether  they  also  would  go  away,  Peter  answered^ 
"  Lord,  to  whom  should  we  go !  Thou  hast  the  words  of  eternal  life.  And  we  know,  and  are 
assured,  that  thou  art  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  God,"  John  vi.  68.  Peter  thereby  shewed 
a  good  and  virtuous  di^osition  of  mind.  Though  he  was  not  perfect,  and  upon  some  occasions 
manifested  an  undue  affection  for  earthly  things ;  yet  he  had  a  superior  and  prevailing  regard  for 
things  divine  and  heavenly. 

Nicodemus  too  shewed  himself  a  good  man  by  his  Words.  He  was  sincere  though  defective. 
He  came  to  Jesus  by  iiight,  and  made  an  honest  profession :  "  Rabbi,  we  know  that  thou  art  n 
teacher  come  from  God.  For  no  man  can  do  these  miracles  that  thou  doest,  except  God  be  with 
him.**  John  iii.  2.  Some  good  while  after  this,  when  tlie  council  had  sent  forth  officers  to  take 
Jesus,  and  they  returned  with  a  great  character  of  him  and  his  discourses,  and  the  Pharisees  were 
thereupon  offended.  **  Nicodemus  said  unto  them :  Dpth  our  law  judge  any  man  before  it  hear 
him,  and  know  what  he  does  ?*'  John  vii.  50, 51.  He  had  a  sincere  respect  for  the  rules  (^justice 
and  equity,  as  he  plainly  manifest;3  by  that  apology,  spoken  at  the  hazard  of  bis  credit  among  men.^ 

The  man  bom  blind,  whose  history  is  related  in  the  ninth  chapter  of  St.  John's  gospel,  shewed 
an  honest  and  virtuous  mind  by  his  words.  His  eyes  had  been  opened  on  a  sabbath  day.  The 
Pharisees  pretended  to  take  ofience  at  that  circumstance,  and  examined  the  man  about  his  cure : 
who  gave  them  a  clear  and  distinct  account  how  his  eyes  had  been  opened.  After  much  dis- 
course they  say  unto  him :  "  We  know  that  God  spake  unto  Moses.  As  for  this  man,  we  know 
not  from  whence  he  is.  He  answered  and  said  unto  them  :  Why,  herein  is  a  marvellous  thing; 
that  ye  know  not  from  whence  he  is.  And  yet  he  has  opened  my  eyes.  Now>  we  know,  that 
God  heareth  not  sinners.  But  if  any  man  be  a  worshipper  of  God,  and  doth  his  will,  him  he 
heareth.  Since  the  world  began,  was  it  not  heard,  that  any  man  opened  the  eves  of  one  that  was 
bom  blind.  If  this  man  were  not  of  God,  he  could  do  nothing.**  This  resolute  defence  of  the 
character  of  Jesus,  in  the  view  of  much  disgrace,  and  particularly  of  excommunication,  which  he 
afterwards  underwent,  manifested  a  grateful,  and  virtuous,  and  religious  disposition  of  mind; 
Men  therefore  may  be  justified  by  their  words. 

IV.  Nothing  now  remains,  but  that  I  mention  a  remark  or  two  by  way  of  application. 

1.  No  one  may  hence  infer,  that  he  may  be  saved  by  a  fair  profession  of  rel^on  widiout  good 
works. 

Our  Lord  assures  us,  that  men's  words  will  be  taken  into  consideration  in  the  day  of  judgments 
And  by  them  they  may  be  acquitted  or  condemned.  But  other  things  will  be  considered  ako^ 
both  tnoughts  and  outward  actions.  And  if  men  are  justified  by  their  words,  it  is  when  they  are 
virtuous,  and  shew  a  good  habit  and  disposition  of  mmd.  And  when  good  words  proceed  from 
a  good  mind,  they  will  not  be  alone.    Inere  will  be  good  works,  as  weU  as  good  words. 

2.  We  have  here  a  mark,  which  may  be  of  good  use  for  determining  our  sincerity  or  insincerity. 
This  is  a  thing  about  which  sometimes  we  would  be  glad  to  be  satisfied.     Men  may  in  a 

good  measure  judge  of  us  bv  our  words.  But  we  can  better  judge  concerning  this  matter  our- 
selves :  because  upon  recollection  we  may  know,  what  are  our  more  ordinary  discourses.  And 
thereby  we  may  judge  of  the  temper  of  our  minds,  and  what  is  the  "abundance**  of  our  hearts. 
Are  our  discourses  generally  unprofitable,  uncharitable,  censorious,  or  worse,  tending  to  excite 
vicious  inclinations  and  propensities,  or  to  lessen  the  obligations  and  evidences  of  religion  ?  Our 
words  then  shew,  we  are  not  good  men,  and  by  our  words  we  may  be  condemned.  On  the 
other  hand,  are  we  oft^n  engaged  in  such  discourses  as  tend  to  the  edification  of  others?  or  are 
they  calculated  to  improve  ourselves,  that  we  may  receive  instruction,  and  confirmation  in  truth 
ana  virtue  ?    We  have  reason  to  be  pleased  with  such  an  evidence  of  a  religious  temper  of  mind;^ 

3-  The  doctrine  of  this  text  teaches  us  to  be  careful  of  our  words^  lor  they  will  be  taken 
into  account  in  the  day  of  judgment. 

Whatever  be  the  mrect  meaning  of  the  expression  idle,  we  ou^ht  not  to  make  it  a  foundation 
of  needless  scruples :  as  if  we  were  restrained  from  that  mirth  which  is  innocent,  and  consistent 
with  sobriety,  and  diligence  in  our  callings :  and  only  tends  to  refresh  our  sfpirits,  and  fit  for  more 
important  business.  At  the  same  time  the  observations  of  our  Lord  in  the  text  and  context 
plainly  teach  us  the  moment  of  our  words,  and  that  they  are  of  greater  consequence  than  some 
imagine.  We  should  therefore  be  carefiil,  that  our  woras  be  not  such  as  tend  to  the  detrimenii 
but  to  tiie  good  of  our  neighbour :  that  they  do  not  favour  irrdigion  and  widcednesa :  but  that  we 
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take  liie  side  cf  reUgipii  and  virtue  in  our  discourses*  Let  us  cheerfully  applaud  the  well  meant 
endeavours  of  all  men.  Let  us  acknowledge  and  encourage  meekness,  modesty,  and  other 
amiable  virtues  in  those  who  are  not  of  our  mind  in  some  speculative  points.  Nor  let  us  justify, 
but  rather  condemn  and  discountenance  pride,  conceit,  censoriousness,  rigour  and  uncharitable- 
ness  in  those  who  are  of  the  same  sentiments  with  us.  By  such  words  we  may  be  justified.  They 
diew  a  religious  and  virtuous  mind.  They  may  not  be  approved  by  all  men  ;  but  they  will  be 
remembered  by  the  equitable  Judge  in  the  great  day  of  account. 

And  indeed  this  declaration  c?  our  Lord  may  be  reckoned  very  gracious  and  encouraging. 
There  are  words,  as  well  as  works,  that  shall  be  rewarded.  And  tliere  is  a  fitness  in  it,  as  we 
have  seen.  For  by  our  words  we  may  do  a  great  deal  of  good.  And  if  from  our  hearts  we  de- 
sign, and  actually  do  by  our  discourses  honour  God,  serve  religion,  and  good  men,  or  reclaim 
Jthe  bad,  and  turn  the  feet  and  hearts  of  sinners  to  righteousness  ;  such  words  shall  be  joine4 
%ith  good  works,  and  add  to  the  recompences  of  the  future  life. 

4.  Lastly,  we  may  hence  discern,  that  the  Lord  Jesus  was  a  most  excellent  person,  and  is 
entitled  to  the  esteem,  respect,  and  gratitude  of  all  sincere  friends  of  religion  and  virtue*     ^ 

It  is  one  part  of  his  excellent  character,  that  *«  never  man  spake  l3:e  him,"  John  vii.  40L 
And  he  was  ever  ready  to  good  words.  Every  where  he  instils  ^ood  doctrine.  He  embraceth 
•averv  opportunity  to  inculcate  the  principles  and  duties  of  religion,  the  love  of  God  and  our 
neighbour.  He  taught  not  only  at  the  temple,  and  in  the  synagogues,  but  in  every  other  place, 
and  in  every  company  that  was  favoured  with  his  presence.  He  preached  the  gospel  to  the  poor, 
as  well  as  to  the  rich.  And  the  most  weighty  things  are  oflen  spoken  by  him  in  a  •  free  and 
(£BU3(iilmr  manner.  A  large  part  of  his  instructive,  edifying,  enlivening  discourses,  recorded  in 
the  ^pels,  were  delivered  in  conversation  with  his  disciples  or  others :  and  dways  free  fropn 
-partiality  and  ostentation :  seeking  not  his  own  glory,  but  the  glory  of  him  that  sent  him,  and 
the  benefit  of  those  to  whom  he  was  sent,  and  with  whom  he  conversed. 


SERMON  XVIL 

THE  DIFFICULTY  OF  GOVERNING  THE  TONGUE, 

Ifcmy  man  ojffend  not  in  word,  the  same  is  a  perfect  man^  and  able  to  bridh  the  whole  hody^ 

James  iii.  2. 

St.  James  is  much  in  correcting  the  faults  of  the  tongue.  Possibly  the  Jewish  believers,  to 
whom  he  writes,  were  too  liable  to  be  infected  with  the  faults  very  common  at  that  time  in  the 
rest  of  their  countrymen,  who  had  an  impetuous  and  turbulent  zeal :  who  were  conceited  of 
themselves  and  despised  others :  and  were  imposing  and  uncharitable.  That  may  be  one  reascm 
why  this  writer  insists  so  much,  and  so  frequently,  upon  this  matter. 

In  the  v^rs  first  chapter,  ver.  19f  he  exhorts  with  affectionate  earnestness :  "  Wherefore,  my 
beloved  brethren,  let  every  man  be  swifl  to  hear,  slow  to  speak,  slow  to  wrath.**  And  agaia, 
ver.  26,  "  If  any  man  among  you  seemeth  to  be  religious,  andbridleth  not  his  tongue,  deceiving 
his  own  heart,  that  mall's  religion  is  vain.**  In  this  chapter  he  enlargeth  upon  the  point.  Some 
dThis  expressions  are  extremely  strong,  sayings  tiiat  *Hne  tongue  can  noman  tanie :"  James  iii.  8. 
meaning,  however,  no  more  thian  that  it  is  very  difficult  for  a  man  to  govern  his  own  tongue,  or 
to  teach  others  that  skill.  For  we  are  not  to  suppose  tliat  he  intends  to  say,  that  it  is  altogether 
impossible.  This  may  be  inferred  from  his  exhortations.  He  would  not  be  at  the  pains  to  ad- 
monish and  argue  as  he  does,  if  there  were  no  hopes  of  success.  He  would  not,  then,  have  said  : 
♦«  My  brethren,  let  every  man  be  swift  to  hear,  slow  to  speak."  He  would  not  have  argiied,  and 
shewn  the  inconsistency  of  "  blessing  God,"  and  "  cursing  men,*'  James  iii.  9;  nor  have  added : 
* "  My  brethren,  these  Uiings  ought  not  so  to  be,**  ver.  10.  Such  admonitions  and  reproofs  are 
delivered  ujpon  the  supposition  of  the  happy  effects  of  great  care  in  this  matter.  And  here,  in 
the  text,  it  is  admitted,  that  son^e  may,  and  do  attain  to  a  great  degree  of  perfection  in  this 
req>ect. 

We  are  not  to  suppose,  then,  that  St.  James  designs  to  say,  the  government  of  the  tongue  is 

u  « 
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absolutely  Impossible.  Miifch  less  are  we  to  think  that  he  intends  to  censure  the  faculty  <^ 
speech,  when  he  says,  **  tlie  tongue  is  A  fire,  a  World  of  iniquity,'*  James  iii.  6.  No !  he  only 
iiims,  by  emphatical  fexprcssions,  and  pathfetb  arguments,  to  correct  the  abuses  of  it ;  which 
Were  very  gfeat  and  freqiient,  as  it  seehrt  among  the  Christians  to  whom  he  writes,  as  well  as 
iamong  many  other  ^ersotisi  DaVid  tometimes  speaks  of  his  tongue,  as  "  his  glory,"  it  beins 
fitted  to  celebrate  the  pfaises  of  God,  Indeed  the  communication  which  we  have  with  each 
other,  and  the  many  advantages  of  society  depend  upon  it.  And  the  organs  of  speech  are  adr 
mirable.  The  dispositions  made  for  it  are  beyond  the  description  of  the  most  eloquent  tongue, 
and  above  all  the  force  of  human  language.  Nor  is  it  at  all  strange,  that  the  thing  formed 
should  not  be  able  to  comprehend,  or  fully  commend  the  wisdom  and  skill  of  its  fwmer. 

St.  James  begins  this  chapter  with  a  caution  against  the  office  and  character  of  a  teacher,  as 
was  very  common  among  the  Jewish  people,  and  against  exercising  it  with  too  great  rigour  and 
severity.  "  My  brethren,  be  not  many  masters,  knowing  that  we  shall  receive  the  greater  con- 
demnation," if  we  offend,  which  it  is  very  difficult  to  avoid :  •«  for  in  many  things. we  all  ofiend* 
If  any  man  offend  not  in  word,  the  same  is  a  perfect  man,  and  able  to  bridle  the  whoJe  body.? 

•  But  if  there  be  any  man  among  you  that  does  not  offend  in  speech,  he  is  an  excellent  man, 
«  and  able  to  manage  all  the  other  parts  of  the  body  :*  or,  as  some  thereby  understand,  the  whole 
diurch,  the  body  of  Christian  people  among  whom  he  resides.     *  He  is  qualified  for  the  office 

*  and  station  of  a  teacher  of  others,  and  is  Rkely  to  be  very  useful  and  serviceable  therein.' 

In  farther  discoursing  on  this  text  I  shall  observe  the  following  method. 

I.  I  shall  shew  somewhat  distinctly  the  difficulty  of  governing  the  tongue. 

II.  I  shall  propose  some  motives  and  considerations,  tending  to  epgage  us  to  do  our  best  ti> 
govern  the  tongue. 

III.  I  intend  to  lay  down  some  rules  and  directions  which  may  be  of  use  to  assist  ua  in  ob- 
taining this  excellence  and  perfection.  .4 

I.  In  the  first  place  I  would  shew  the  difficulty  of  governing  the  tongue,  the  point  so  largely 
insisted  on,  and  so  emphatically  represented  in  this  chapter.  - 

The  difficulty  of  this  will  appear  by  these  particulars :  the  great  number  of  those  who  offend 
in  word,  the  many  faults  which  the  tongue  is  liable  to,  and  the  springs  and  causes  oi  transgress 
sions  of  this  kind. 

1.  The  difficulty  of  governing  the  tongue  may  be  argued  from  hence,  that  great  numbers  of 
men  offend  in  their  wor^. 

There  are  many  who  scarce  set  any  guard  upon  their  expressions,  as  if  their  tongue  was  their 
own,  and  subject  to  no  law,  and  they  had  a  right  to  annoy  others  at  pleasure.  Yea  some  who 
have  had  the  character  of  goodness,  have  transgressed  here  by  falsehood,  or  hastiness  of  speech, 
or  other  ways.  An  offence  of  this  kind  is  taken  notice  of  m  Moses  himself,  who  was  so  re- 
markable for  meekness.  "  They  angred  him  also  at  the  waters  of  strife,  so  that  it  went  ill  with 
Moses  for  their  sake  ;  because  they  provoked  his  spirit,  so  that  he  spake  unadvisedly  with  his 
lips,"  ftalm  cvi,  32,  S3 ;  referring,  probably,  to  what  is  recorded  in  Numb.  xx.  10.  *«  And  Moses 
and  Aaron  gathered  the  conffregation  together  before  the  rock,  and  he  said  unto  him :  **  Hear 
now,  ye  rebels :  must  we  fetch  you  water  out  of  this  rock  ?'* 

But  I  need  not  insist  farther  on  this  particular ;  though  it  may  be  of  some  use  to  satisfy  us 
of  the  difficulty  of  governing  the  tongue,  that  men  of  excellent  characters,  who  have  been  al- 
most fkultless  in  other  respects,  have  been  surprised  into  some  offences  of  this  sort. 

2.  Another  thing  which  shews  the  difficulty  of  governing  the  tongue,  is  the  many  offences  it 
is  liable  to. 

I  need  not  enumerate  them  all ;  but  it  is  very  obvious  that  they  are  numerous.  Some  aare 
guilty  of  a  light  and  frequent  use,  or  bold  profanation  of  the  name  of  God.  Others  are  nwir- 
njurers  and  complainers  :  and  betcause  every  thing  in  the  world  is  not  to  their  mind*  they  take 
great  liberties  in  complaining  of  the  methods  of  Providence,  or  the  con(kict  of  their  superiors 
and  governors. 

There  are  obscene  discourses,  called  by  the  apostle  "  corrupt"  and  "  ffltfiy  communication^'* 
Eph.  iv.  29 ;  Col.  iii.  8.  which  ought  not  to  proceed  out  of  the  mouth  of  a  Christian. 

Falsehood  is  supposed  to  be  a  very  common  fault  in  the  dealings  of  men  one  with  another : 
where  truth  ought  to  be  strictly  regarded,  as  the  great  bond  of  society,  and  of  ccmfidence  ifi 
each  other.  , 
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Abusive  speeches,  proceeding  from  anger  or  contempt,  are  too  common  among  men.  Our 
blessed  Lord  has  condemned  all  such  expressions  when  he  shews  the  guilt  of  those  who  say  to 
Aeir  brother,  "  Racha,"  or,  "  thou  fool,*'  Matt.  v.  22.  How  apt  are  some,  upon  occasion  of 
8%fat  provocations,  to  break  forth  into  very  abusive  and  contemptuous  language  against  .those 
who  have,  or  are  supposed  to  have,  disobliged  them  1 

Calumny  is  another  great  fault  of  the  tongue,  which  too  many  are  guilty  of,  for  carrying  on 
selfish  designs,  and  to  weaken  and  disparage  their  enemies  or  rivals.  And  many  arts  of  detractioji 
there  are,  divulging  lesser  faults  that  might  be  concealed  or  passed  by,  without  detriment  ta 
any :  aggravating  the  known  offences  or  men,  lessening  the  merit  of  good  and  commendable 
actions,  or  converting  actions  that  are  innocent,  or  at  the  most  suspicious  only,  into  heinous^ 
transgressions. 

Flattery  is  another  fault  of  the  tongue,  and  an  abuse  of  the  noble  faculty  of  speech  :  when,, 
to  carry  on  designs  of  private  interest,  we  deceive  men,  by  ascribing  to  them  excellencies  they 
tre  destitute  of,  and  thus  fill  them  with  an  empty  conceit  of  imaginary  worth,  and  encourage 
sloth  and  indolence,  or  otherwise  mislead  them  to  their  great  detriment. 

Ridicule,  ill  applied,  is  anotlier  fault  of  the  tongue.  Some  make  a  mock  at  sin,  and  would 
scoflF  away  the  weighty  and  awful  truths  of  religion.  Some  endeavour  to  bring  the  sacred  scrip- 
tures into  contempt.  Others  expose  their  neighbours  by  ridiculing  the  natural  defects  and  in- 
firmities of  the  body  or  the  mind,  which  are  no  real  faults,  but  their  own  unhappiness.. 

There  is  a  fault,  which  we  may  stile  the  uncharitableness  of  the  tongue  :  wnen  men  strive  to 
lessen  all  those  who  differ  from  them  in  opinion,  representing  them  as  prejudiced,,  or  destitute 
of  a  love  of  truth,  and  out  of  the  favour  of  God  and  the  way  of  salvation.  And  accordingly  , 
•  they  pronounce  hard  and  unmerciful  sentences  of  condemnation  upon  thenu  St.  James  seems 
particularly  to  have  an  eye  to  this  conduct :  and  he  shews,  that  it  cannot  proceed  from  a  prin- 
ciple erf*  true  religion.  It  may  indeed  consist  with  a  profession  of  religion  v  but  it  is  inconsistent 
with  virtue  and  true  piety.  Sincere  praises  of  God,  and  severe  and  unrighteous  sentences  against 
our  neighbour,  can  no  more  proceed  from  the  same  mind,  than  bitter  and  sweet  water  from  one 
and  the  same  fountain.  Consequently,  if  men  so  condemn  their  brother,  their  love  of  God  is 
not  sincere  and  genuine.  So  in  his  argument,  ver.  9,  XO,  "  Therewith  bless  we  God,  and  there- 
with curse  we  men,  made  after  the  similitude  of  God.  Out  of  the  same  mouth  proceedetlv 
blessing  and  cursing.  My  brethren,  these  things  ought  not  so  to  to  be.  Doth  a  fountain  send 
forth  at  the  same  place  sweet  water  and  bitter  ?** 

Another  fault  of  the  tongue,  which  we  are  sometimes  guilty  o^  is  too  great  severity  of  re- 
proof and  censure  of  real  offences  and  miscarriages.  This  is  one  thing  which  St.  James  has  anr. 
eje  to  in  this  context,  when  he  cautions  against  being  many  masters  j  intending  to  soften  the 
ngour  of  those  who  are  forward  ia  taking  upon  them  that  character.  St.  Paul  has  particularly 
cautioned  against  the  same  thing.  "  Brethren,  if  a  man  be  overtaken  in  a  fault,  ye  that  are 
spiritual,  restore  such  an  one  in  the  ^irit  of*  meekness^  considering  thyself,  lest  thou  also  be 
tempted,"  G^l.  vi.  1. 

Another  fault  of  the  tongue  is  talkativeness,  or  a  multitude  of  woijds,  in  which,  as  Solomons 
says,  "  there  wanteth  not  sin,**  Prov.  x.  19.     This  fault  St.  James  has  an  eye  to  in  several  of  his 
directions  and  observations  in  this  epistle,  particularly  in  the  text  above  cited  i  **'Let  every  man, 
be  swift  to  heap,  slow  to  speak.**     Where  he  seems  to  condemn  talkativeness,  abstracting  from, 
the  consideration  of  wliat  is  said  ;  when  men  speak  with  little  or  no  regard  to,  or  thought  of,, 
doing  good  or  harnu     Which,  though  it  may  seem  an  indifferent  matter^  or  of  no  great  conse- 
quence,  yet  an  indulgence  of  such  a  disposition  leads  men  into  man^  offences;  inasmuch  as^ 
when  innocent  or  indifferent  topics  of  discourse  are  exhausted,  such  will  not  fail,  in  order  to^ 
gratify  that  disposition,  to  go  into  defamation  and  scandal :  so>  it  is  in  conversation  u  and  the- 
Mke  temper  will  shew  itself  on  other  occasions.     Some  may  desire  to  be  "  teachers  of  tlie  law,** 
1  Tim.  i.  7»  who  are  unacquainted  with  its  design  :  and  may  affect  prolixity  of  discourse,  and. 
use  a  multitude  of  words,  not  because  their  subject  requiies  it,  but  to  gratify  the  disposition  to. 
discourse,  and  an  ambition  of  shining  as  very  knowing  men,  and  fluent  speakers.. 

These  and  other  faults  there  are  o£  the  tongue  :  and  this  is  one  thing  that  shews  the  difBculfy 
of  goveruing  it. 

3.  And  we  shall  be  farther  satisfied  of  this,  if  we  consider  the  causes  and  springs  of  these 
faults :  andthej^  are  man  v  of  tiiem.  This  was  observed  by  St.  James.  Does  he  say  of  the  tongue^ 
at  ver.  6,  **  That  it  setteth  on  fire  the  whole  course  of  nature  ?**     He  adds :.  <*  And  it  is  set  oiii 
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fire  of  hell.**  There  are  within  bad  principles,  that  give  the  tongue  this  wrong  directicmy  and  set 
it  on  work  for  mischief.  Blasphemy,  or  evil^peaking,  is  one  of  those  defilements  which  our  Lord 
says  "  come  firom  the  heart,**  that  is,  from  some  bad  disposition  there.  And  St.  James,  ver.  14, 
15,  "  If  ye  have  bitter  envying  and  strife  in  your  hearts,  glory  not,  and  lie  not  against  the 
truth.     This  wisdom  is  not  from  above,  but  is  earthly,  sensual,  devilish." 

The  causes  of  the  ofiences  of  the  tongue  are  such  as  these.  Unbelief  and  discontent.  These 
were  the  jpauses  of  the  murmurings  and  complaints  of  the  people  of  Israel  against  God  and 
Moses,  in  the  wilderness :  and  the  many  murmurings  and  complaints  of  men  in  all  ages^  are 
owing  to  the  like  causes.  Other  springs  and  principles  of  fieiulty  discourse  are  inordinate  self- 
love,  pride,  arrogance,  envy  and  ill- will,  contempt  of'  other  men,  and  a  disregard  to  their  in- 
terests, covetousness,  emulation  and  ambition.  These  lead  men  into  falsehood  and  defamation, 
for  promoting  their  own  gain,  and  lessening  those  whom  they  envy,  or  whose  influence  stands 
in  their  way.  St  Paul  speaks  of  some  who  "  taught  things  which  they  ought  not  for  filthy 
lucre's  sake.**  Tit.  1.  11.  Some  depart  from  the  truth,  and  forward  erroneous  conceits,  because 
they  are  pleasing.  Detraction  is  one  way  of  lessening  those  who  are  eminent,  and  of  canying 
a  point  against  them.  St.  John  had  experience  of  this,  and  therefore  says  in  his  third  epistle : 
**  I  wrote  unto  the  church  :  but  Diotrephes,  who  loveth  to  have  the  pre-eminence,  receiveth  us 
not.  Wherefore,  if  I  come,  I  will  remember  his  deeds  which  he  does,  prating  against  us  witih 
malicious  words.** 

These,  and  other  causes  there  are  of  the  offences  of  the  tongue.  And  when  it  is  considered 
how  difficult  it  is  to  root  all  these  bad  principles  out  of  the  heart  of  man,  it  must  be  apparent, 
that  governing  the  tongue  is  no  easy  thing :  for  "  out  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart  the  mouth 
speaketh,**  Matt.  xii.  34.  The  streams  will  partake  of  the  qualities  of  the  fountain  ;  and  ac- 
cording to  the  root,  so  will  the  fruit  be. 

II.  In  the  second  place  some  arguments  should  be  mentioned,  to  induce  us  to  use  our  best 
endeavours  to  bridle  the  tongue. 

And  St.  James  does  presently  furnish  us  with  three  considerations  to  this  purpose  :  first,  the 
importance  of  the  thing  to  the  good  of  the  world.  Secondly,  its  importance  to  us :  forasmuch 
as  without  it  our  religion  would  be  vain.     And  thirdly,  it  is  a  great  perfection. 

1.  The  importance  of  this  matter.  St.  James  has  illustrated  this  by  several  instances  and 
comparisons,  the  "  bit  in  the  horse's  mouth,  the  helm  of  ships,*'  and  "  fire,"  a  spark  of  which 
kindles  into  a  devouring  flame.  That  is,  the  use  or  abuse  of  the  tongue  is  of  much  importance, 
and  great  things,  for  good  or  evil,  are  effected  thereby,  in  the  state,  in  lesser  societies,  and 
among  particular  persons.  By  the  right  use  of  the  tongue  truth  is  recommended,  virtue  pro- 
moted, the  peace  and  happiness  of  mankind  advanced.  By  a  perverse  employment  of  speech 
the  peace  of  society,  of  families,  and  particular  persons,  is  interrupted  and  disturbed :  the  in- 
terests of  error  are  promoted,  instead  of  those  of  truth  :  good  designs  are  obstructed,  or  quite 
defeated:  the  reputation  of  innocent,  and  even  excellent  men,  is  blasted:  seeds  of  animosity 
and  dissension  are  sown  among  brethren,  friendships  broken  and  dissolved,  and  many  bad  effects 
produced,  more  than  can  be  easily  numbered. 

How  much  did  Joseph  suffer  by  the  calumny  of  his  mistress !  how  long,  before  his  reputation 
could  be  vindicated,  or  nis  innocence  cleared  up  !  And  sometimes  the  reputation  of  the  inno- 
cent and  virtuous  is  for  ever  ruined  by  malicious  and  artful  detraction.  We  have  a  remarkable 
instance  of  the  bad  effect  of  a  studied  misrepresentation  of  things  in  the  history  of  David.  When 
he  fled  from  Jeriisiilera,  on  occasion  of  Absalom's  rebellion,  Ziba,  servant  of  Mq)hiboshetli,  son 
of  Jonathan,  came  to  David,  bringing  him  presents.  "  And  David  said  unto  him  :  Where  is 
thy  master  ?  And  Ziba  said  unto  the  king :  Behold,  he  abideth  at  Jerusalem :  for  he  said  :  To 
day  shall  the  liouse  of  Israel  restore  me  to  the  kingdom  of  my  father.  Then  said  the  king  to 
Zioa  :  Behold,  thine  are  all  that  pertained  unto  Mephibosheth,'*  2  Sam.  xvi.  3, 4.  But  when 
David  returned  victorious,  and  in  safety,  to  Jerusalem,  it  appeared,  that  during  the  time  of  his 
absence,  Mephibosheth  had  lived  with  all  the  outward  tokens  of  mourning  and  affliction,  with- 
out putting  on  his  usual  ornaments,  or  takin^the  refreshments,  customary  in  times  of  peace  and 
prosperity.  "  And  when  helmet  the  king,  David  said  unto  him  :  Wherefore  wentest  thou  not 
with  me,  Mephibosheth  ?  And  he  answered  :  My  lord,  O  king,  my  servant  deceived  me.  For 
thy  servant  said  :  I  will  saddle  me  an  ass,  that  I  may  ride  thereon,  and  go  to  the  king,  because 
thy  servant  is  lame..  And  he  has  slandered  thy  servant  unto  my  lord  the  king.  But  my  lord 
the  king  is  an  angel  of  God.    Do  therefore  wha^  is  good  in  thy  ejres/*   What  now  i»  the  answer. 
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mhkhlhmd  mafces  tDJMq>hibo»heth>  after  so  subtni3sive  a  speech,  and  so  full  a  defeoce  of  liim- 
self  ?  It  is  this.  "  The  king  said  unto  him  :  Why  sp^est  thou  any  more  of  thy  matters  ?  I 
havfe  said :  Tbou  and  Ziba  divide  the  land."  An  answer,  if  we  may  presume  to  judge,  unworthy 
of  David.  It  seems  to  shew  that  Ziba's  story  still  made  impressions  upon  him,  and  that  he  w^s 
not  fully  reconciled  to  Mephibosheth  :  or  else,  that  he  was  unwilling  to  own  how  much  he  had 
be^Ei  deceived  and  imposed  upon  by  the  artifice  of  Ziba,  Mephibosheth's  servant.  Such  effect 
had  flattery  and  slander,  improbable  slander,  upon  the  n^ind  of  king  David. 

David  seems  not  now  to  have  recollected  the  resolutions  which  he  had  formed,  the  plan  of 
coven^ment  which  he  had  laid  down  to  himself  before  his  settlement  on  the  throne  of  Israel. 
When  he  said :  "  Whoso  privily  slandereth  his  neighbour,  him  will  I  cut  off.  He  that  worketh 
deceit  shall  not  dwell  in  my  house.  He  tliat  telleth  lies  shall  not  abide  in  my  sight,"  Psalm  ci. 
.Y.  7*  And  indeed,  it  may  exceed  the  abilities  of  the  best  and  wisest  of  men,  to  guard,  at  all 
times,  against  all  the  arts  of  deti-action. 

2.  Another  thing  that  should  induce  us  to  this  care,  is,  tliat  otherwise  we  cannot  approve 
ourselves  to  be  truly  religious.  It  is  an  observation  of  St.  James,  already  taken  notice  of.  If 
any  "  man  among  you  seemeth  to  be  religious,  and  bridleth  not  his  toqgue,  ,but  deceiveth  his 
own  heart,  that  man's  religion  is  vain."  And  the  truth  of  that  observation  is  confirmed  by  what 
has  been  said  under  the  foregoing  particular,  of  the  importance  of  this  matter.  That  man  is  not 
truly  religious,  whatever  profession  he  may  make,  who  talks  without  consideration,  spreads 
stories  to  the  disadvantage  of  others,  founded  only  on  surmise,  or  upon  testimony  that  ought  to 
be  suspected :  or  affects  to  recommend  the  principles  of  religion,  or  of  any  science,  who  has 
neglected  inquiry ;  or,  who  gives  his  judgment  in  affairs  about  which  he  is  not  well  informed, 
and  has  taken  no  care  to  be  so. 

3.  It  ought  to  induce  us  to  ^im  at  the  government  of  the  tongue,  that  it  is  a  great  excel- 
leoce«  It  is  the  doctrine  of  the  text.  "  If  any  man  offend  not  in  word,  the  same  is  a  perfect 
jpan,  and  able  also  to  bridle  the  whole  body.*'  It  is  a  proof  of  much  virtue,  great  discretion,  a 
fldl  command  of  the  passions,  and  a  prevailing  regard  to  the  good  of  others.  Does  a  man  bridle 
his  tongue  ?  Does  nothing  proceed  out  of  his  mouth  to  the  detriment  or  offence  of  others  ? 
nothing  but  what  tends  to  edification  ?  Does  he  know  when  to  speak,  and  when  to  be  silent  ? 
**  Is  his  ^eech  always  with  grace,  seasoned  with  salt  ?**  Col.  iv.  6.  Are  his  words  we^ly 
though  few?  Are  his  discourses  solid  for  the  matter,  and  modest,  and  agreeable  for  the  manner? 
Does  he  argue  without  positiveness,  advise  without  assuming  authority,  and  reprove  without  se- 
verity and  harshness  ?  Such  an  one  is  an  excellent  or  pei-fect  man.  And  it  is  a  character  which 
we  may  desire  to  attain  to. 

III.  Which  brings  me  to  the  third  and  last  thing  that  was  proposed,  to  lay  down  some  rules 
imd  directions,  which  may  assist  us  in  governing  the  tongue,  and  curing  the  faults  of  it. 

1.  Let  us  cherish  the  principle  of  the  fear  of  God  in  our  hearts.  For  that  will  deter  from 
every  kind  of  evil,  and  dispose  to  good  words,  as  weU  as  to  good  actions."  "  Come,  ye  chil- 
dren,'* says  the  Psalmist,  "  hearken  unto  me.  1  will  teach  you  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  What 
man  is  he  that  desireth  life,  and  loveth  many  days,  that  he  may  see  good  ?  Keep  thy  tongue 
f5rom  evil,  and  thy  lips  from  speaking  guile,"  Psalm  xxxiv.  11—13. 

2.  I^t  us  also  cherish  and  cultivate  the  love  of  our  neighbour.  "  For  love,"  as  the  apostle 
says,  **  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law,"  Rom.  xiii.  10.  If  we  love  our  neighbour  as  ourselves,  we 
snail  be  concerned  for  his  credit,  as  well  as  for  our  own  :  and  not  willingly  injure  him  by  words, 
any  more  than  by  actions. 

3.  Let  us  call  to  mind  former  offences  and  ti*ansgressions  of  this  kind,  wTiich  we  have  been 
convinced  of,  and  have  been  sorry  for.  This  may  be  of  great  use  for  time  to  come.  It  will  se- 
xrure  our  guard,  and  render  it  more  effectual. 

4.  If  we  are  acquainted  with  any  excellent  masters  in  this  art,  who  are  great  examples  of 
this  virtue,  we  should  diligently  observe  them  for  our  imitation.  If  we  know  of  any,  who  do 
not  readily  receive  evil  reports,  who  rarely  speak  to  the  disadvantage  of  ai^y,  who  never  ag- 
^vate  the  real  faults  of  men,  who  are  willing  to  applaud  commendable  actions,  and  to  excuse 
imprudencies,  and  lesser  faults  :  whose  discourses  are  useful  :and  entertaining  :  in  whose  mouth 
is  the  law  of  kindness,  and  whose  <*  wisdbni"  is  accompanied  with  **  meekness,*'  James  iii.  ISL 
the^  are  worthy  of  oiu*  attentive  view  and  observation. 

5.  Let  us  endeavour  to  mortify  pride,  envy,  .and  inordinate^  self  Jove ;  jmd  cultivate  that 
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wisdom,  which  is  <<  pure,  peaceable/'  ver.  17,  18,  unbiassed,  disinterested,  and  public  spoited; 
Then  we  are  likely  to  attain  to  this  perfection,  and  not  offend  in  word. 

6.  Let  us  also  endeavour  to  improve  in  the  knowledge  of  the  works  of  nature,  and  the  word 
of  God.  If  a  man's  mind  be  filled  with  a  variety  of  valuable  knowledge,  he  will  be  under  little 
temptation  to  divert  into  the  topics  of  detraction  and  scandal,  for  the  si|ke  of  shining  in  company. 

7.  Let  us  often  recollect  some  of  the  directions  which  the  scripture  afiords  upon  this  point : 
**  Speak  evil  of  no  man,'*  Tit.  iii.  2.  "  Let  every  one  be  swiil  to  hear,  slow  to  speak,"  James  i. 
19.  "  Speak  not  evil  one  of  another,  brethren,*'  ch.  iv.  11. 

But  it  is  time  to  conclude,  out  of  reverence  to  the  rules  that  have  been  just  laid  down^  some 
of  them  especially. 

I  add  therefore  but  one  word  more,  which  is,  that  we  should  now  make  ap^dicationy  not  to 
<»thers,  but  to  ourselves.  And  if  we  have  this  day  seen  any  of  our  faults,  and  the  causes  of  them, 
let  us  not  be  like  a  **  man,  who  having  beheld  his  face  in  a  glass,  goes  away,  and  soon  fbrgetteth 
what  manner  of  man  he  was :  but  having  looked  into  the  perfect  law  oP*  virtue,  **  let  us  continue 
therein  :  not  being  forgetful  hearers,  but  doers  of  the  word :  for  such  shall  be  blessed  in  their 
deed/'  James  i  23,  24. 


SERMON  XVIIL 

THE  BENEFIT  OF  FEARING  ALWAYS. 


Happy  is  the  man  (hatfeareih  always ;  but  he  that  hardeneth  his  heart,  shall  Jail  into  wkciutf. 

JRrov.  xxviii.  14. 

All  know,  that  a  large  part  of  the  book  of  Proverbs  consists  of  sentences  unconnected,  or 
observations  and  maxims  independent  on  each  other.  Where  that  is  the  case,  little  light  is  af.- 
horded  by  the  coherence.  Nevertheless  I  shall  read  the  verse  immediately  preceding.  And  if 
any  connection  was  intended,  possibly  we  may  perceive  it,  at  least  hereafter,  when  we  have  con* 
sidered  the  meaning  of  the  words  of  this  text. 

Ver.  13  and  14.  ^"^  He  that  covereth  his  sins,  shall  not  prosper :  but  whoso  confesseth  and 
forsaketh  them,  shall  have  merc^.  Happy  is  the  man  that  feareth  always :  but  he  that  hardeneth 
iiis  heart,  shall  lall  into  mischief. 

In  discoursing  on  this  text 

I.  I  shall  describe  tlie  fear  here  recommended. 

IL  I  would  shew  the  happiness  of  him  who  feareth  always. 

III.  I  shall  endeavour  to  shew  how  thia  fear  conduces  to  a  man's  happiness. 

IV.  After  which  I  intend  to  mention  some  remarks  and  observations  upon  this  subject,  and 
conclude. 

I.  In  the  first  place  I  should  describe  the  fear  here  recommended ;  or  shew  what  is  meant  by 
fearing  always. 

There  is  a  good  counsel  of  Solom  yu  in  the  twenty-third  chapter  of  this  book :  "  Let  not  thjr 
heart  envy  sinners :  but  be  thou  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  all  the  day  long,**  Prov.  xxiii.  I7.  Thia 
is  our  duty  and  interest.  Whatever  advantages  some  may  gain  by  unrighteousness,  we  should 
never  be  thereby  induced  to  imitate  their  ways :  but  should  still  persevere  in  the  service  of  God, 
and  the  wav  of  virtue,  which  in  time  will  be  rewarded. 

But  it  does  not  appear  very  likely,  that  this  is  what  is  here  particularly  intended  by  the  wise 
man.  The  fear  here  spoken  of,  seems  to  be  apprehensiveness,  diffidence,  with  the  fruits  thereof^ 
care,  caution,  and  circumspection  :  as  opposite  to  security,  inconsideration,  confidence  and  pre- 
sumption. In  this  text  is  meant  a  temper  of  mind^  which  is  often  recommended  by  the  wise 
man  in  other  wordsi  "  The  simple  believeth  every  word :  but  the  prudent  man  looketh  well  to 
4ii8  goings,^^  ckap.  xiv.  15.    And,  "  keep  thy  heart  with  aU  di%eace :  for  out  of  it  are  the 
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lof  lSfe'u:^^Let  tiihie^yes  lookri^ton,  and  let  thine  eyelids  look  straight  before  thee. 
PcHider  the  path  of  thy  feet,*^  and  let  all  thy  paths  be  established^'*  chap.  iv.  !^,  25,  26. 

Hiis  property  of  fearing  always.,  may  he  expedient  and  useful  in  a  variety  of  occasions  :  in 
the  thin^  or  this  present  life,  and  in  the  great  concerns  of  our  salvation. 

It  would  undoubtedly  be  of  bad  consequence  with  regard  to  the  affairs  and  business  of  tJiis 
worid,  ftwr  men  to  be  void  of  thought  and  consideration :  to  presume  upon  success,  and  depend 
upon  good  treatment,  and  honest  dealings^from  all  men  ;  and  rely  upon  the  kind  and  faithful 
asfflstances  of  friends  and  servants,  and  others  witli  whom  we  may  be  concerned,  without  any 
previous  trial  or  examination* 

And  it  must  te  expedient  and  useful  for  men,  to  be  so  far  apprehensive  of  dangers  and  ac- 
cidents, so  sensible  of  the  changes  and  vicissitudes  that  attend  all  earthly  things,  and  so  far 
aware  of  the  onskilftdiiess;,  mi&ithfulness,  art  and  subtilty  of.  other  men,  as  shall  induce  them  to 
take  care  of  their  own  affiiirs  themselves,  and  use  a  prudent  caution  and  circumspection. 

A  like  temper  may  be  very  useful  in  the  things  of  religion.  Atid  to  this  tlie  words  of  Solo- 
mon may  be  applied^  if  thev  are  not  to  be  directty  interpreted  in  this  sense* 

Indeed  there  is  a  ^arfumess,  and  timoroitsness  of  mind,  which  religion  condemns  z  which  Jis 
mean  and  nnreai9oni^le,  groundless  and  indiscreet :  when  we  are  too  appreliensive  of  the  evils 
and  afflictions  x^  this  life,  or  fear  mea  more  than  God,  Then  we  are  to  be  blamed ;  then  we 
act  indiscreetly :  when  for  fear  of  the  displeasure  of  men,  and  the  small  evils  they  can  inflict 
li^on  ns,  we  do  that  which  will  ofiend  Grod,-  and  expose  us  to  the  long  and  grievous  pains  and 
miseries  of  anoUier  state,  ^oth  the  loss  of  aU  that  happiness  which  we  might  have  secured  by  re- 
Mlutkmtuid  courage  in  the  way  of  rel^on  and  virtue* 

Bat  there  is  a  &ar  and  apprehension,  which  may  be  very  usefuL  It  is  a  fear  of  offending 
God,  and  a  diffidence  of  ourselves  and  our  own  strength.  It  is  founded  in  a  persuasion  of  the 
^eat  impwtance  of  right  behaviour  in  this  world,  and  a  sure  knowledge  of  the  consequences 
thereof  either  happiness  or  misery  in  a  future  state.  It  is  also  owing  to  a  consideration  of  the 
pow^^  things  sensible,  good  and  evil,  agreeable  or  disagreeable,  to  bias  and  influence  the 
mind :  and  that,  oftentimes  on  a  sudden,  and  to  a  degree  beyond  most  men's  expectations  ^ 
where^iy  many  ate  -diverted  from  right  conduct,  and  wt  contrary  to  former  convictions,  and 
thdr  bc^  pui^>oses  and  resolutions. 

He  who  fears  always  is  one  who  is  never  unrntndful  of  what  is  the  great  design  of  life,  and 
what  will  be  the  consequences  of  it.  He  is  desirous  of  obtaining  eternal  salvation^  even  a  better 
^a^iness  tlian  this  present  world  affords  any  prospect  of.  Ajid  he  dreads  the  being  finally  re- 
jected of  God,  and  excluded  from  his  presence.  And  as  the  reason  of  things,  and  the  express 
dedarations  of  the  word  of  God,  assures  us,  that  find  happiness^  or  misery,  depends  upon  men's 
behaviour  here ;  he  is  desirous,  that  his  behaviour  may  be  such  as  shall  be  approved  in  the  end 
by  the  impartial  and  equitable  Sovereign  and  Judge  of  the  worlds 

But  he  is  aware  ^at  there  is  no  smaU  difficulty  in  executing  this  design.  He  therefore  fears 
always.  In  every  state  and  condition,  whether  proi^erity  or  adversity,  he  knows  there  are  snares 
and  temptations*  For  which  reason  he  is  at  no  time  secure ;  but  has  continually  a  kind  of  dis- 
trust of  himself,  and  is  apprehensive,  lest  the  ease  and  pleasure  of  the  one  should  make  him  forget 
God  and  another  world :  and  lest  some  things  in  the  other  condition,  of  which  the  afflictions  are 
nrarious,  and  very  moving,  shoidd  induce  him  to  cast  off  the  fear  of  God,  and  say,  religion  is 
vain. 

He  has  his  fears  and  apprehensions,  arising  from  solitude,  and  from  conq)any:  when  alone,  and 
when  in  conversation.  He  is  aware  that  there  are  some  snares  peculiar  to  retirement,  others  to 
business.     Nor  is  there  anv  age,  or  time  of  life,  but  has  its  temptations. 

He  is  not  without  his  fears,  when  he  engages  in  the  worship  of  God,  lest  his  services  should 
be  drfective  and  unacceptable ;  and  lest  through  neglect,  inattention,  or  prejudices,  the  oppor* 
tunity  affi^rded  him  should  be  unprofitable.  And  indeed,  Solomon  has  a  direction  and  cautioiji 
to  this  purpose :  ^  Keep  thy  foot,  when  thou  goest  to  tiie  house  of  God ;  and  be  more  ready  to 
hear,  than  to  give  the  sacrifice  of  fools,"  Eca.  v.  1, 

In  undertakings  for  the  honour  of  God,  and  the  interests  of  religion  among  men,  he  h 
somelimes  in  doubt  and  suspense,  whether  hiszeal,  though  well-meant,  be  right  and  just.  And 
he  admits  a  Te-examinatton  of  his  design,  that  he  may  act  according  to  knowledge,  and  upon 
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the  grounds  of  a  well  informed  judgment ;  lest  what  he  does  should  in  the  iaste  \m  rather  pre- 
judicial, than  advantageous  to  the  good  cause  he  would  promote. 

After  worshipping  God  with  sincerity  and  fervour,  and  partaking  in  those  ordinances  and 
privileges  which  God  has  ordained  for  our  improvement^  he  does  not  trust  to  the  strengA  -bb 
has  thereby  gained  ;  but  still  allows  of  apprehensions,  lest  he  should  act  contrary  to  what  he  has 
seen  to  be  fit  and  right ;  or  some  waj^  fail  to  execute  the  purposes  and  resolutions,  which  he  haa 
made  and  renewed  in  the  presence  of  God. 

And  as  he  was  beforehand  afraid  that  he  should  not  approve  himself  as  he  ought,  so  like* 
wise,  when  through  care  and  attention,  he  has,  as  he  hopes,  performed  agieeably  to  his  aima 
and  wishes,  he  is  upon  his  guard,  lest  some  improper  opinion  and  self-euffiaency  should  arise  in 
his  mind,  inconsistent  with  that  humility  which  he  would  ever  maintain. 

Nor  does  the  man  who  fears  alwap  presume  after  the  greatest  aaccesses.  And  though  be 
has  proceeded  for  some  time  in  a  coui*se  of  obedience  to  G^'s  comman<kients,  and  temptatiooa 
have  not  hitherto  greatly  prevailed  against  him,  he  studiously  declines  conceit  and  assurance. 
He  is  still  ever  apprehensive  of  some  new  and  unlooked  for  danger  \  and  doubts,  whether  s(«i» 
time  lesser  temptations  may  not  prevail,  aft;er  greater  have  been  vanqcdshed. 

Like  some  general,  who,  the  more  victories  he  has  gained,  is  the  more  caudoiis  of  engi^'iig 
an  enemy  j  lest  the  honour  of  former  successes  should  be  lost  and  forfeited  by  som^  unhappy 
disaster. 

This  is  the  man,  who,  in  a.  religious  sense,*  ieareth  always. 

And  now  we  may  just  observe  the  connection,  which  some  think  there  is  between  th&  and 
the  preceding  observation,  though  it  is  not  very  clear  and  certahu  ^  He  that  covereth  his  sina 
shall  not  prosper ;  but  whoso  confbsseth  and  fbrsaketh  them  shall  find  mercy*.  Happy  is  the  man 
that  feaiieth  always :''  that  is,  if  he  would  secure  the  mercy  he  has  found,  the  advantage  he  haa 
gained,  it  will  be  of  use,  to  preserve  a  fear  of  ofiPending,  and  to  be  cautious  and  circumapect  m 
all  his  actions. 

II.  Which  leads  us  to  the  second  point,  the  happiness  of  this  temper  and  di^^KWtion  of  mind* 
"  Happy  is  the  man  that  feareth  alwayTs.** 

The  happiness  of  such  an  one  is  this :  he  will  not  fall  into  mischief.  He  will  exceed  bds  owb:> 
fears  and  apprehensions.  He  will  behave  better,  and  wiser,  than  he  imagined*  It  is  v^  pfor 
bable,  that  thia  fear  of  offending  will  prevent  a  great  deal  kX  grief  and  vexation*  And  he  wUl 
never  know  by  experience,  what  that  remorse  and  anguish  of  mind  is,  whidi  is  the  fruit  of  grclat 
and  repeated  transgressions.  His  apprehensions  of  f^lin^,  and  dread  of  guilt,  with  the  conse* 
quences  of  it,  will  secure  him  from  those  ffreat  and  dreadful  evils* 

Probably,  the  life  of  such  an  one  will  be  even  and  nniform*  It  will  consist  of  a  r^ular 
course  of  religious  devotion,  public  and  private  :  and  of  a  great  number,  and  large  variety  of 
beneficial  actions,  and  kind  offices  to  others. 

He  will  scarce  be  able  to  refrain  himself  from  giving  some  hints  and  instructions  that  shall 
be  useful  to  others*  Especially,  if  he  see  any  secure  aim  pressuniog,  be  will  warn  them  afi^- 
tionately  and  earnestly.  But  being  sensible  of  his  own  weakness,  and  ever,  apprehensive  oi 
acting,  some  time,  amiss  himself;  his  admonitions,  and  warnings,  and  reproofs,  if  they  should 
be  needful,  will  be  tempered  with  mildness  and  gentleness* 

It  seems  not  unlikely,  that  this  property,  of  fearing  always,  should  produce  au  amiable  cha- 
racter, which  shall  gain  a  man  some  good  d^ree  of  esteem,  and  qualify  him  for  more  usefuU 
ness,  than  very  eminent  attainments  could  do  without  it*  The  modesty  and  me^ness  of  his 
behaviour  will  not  only  cast  some  lustre  upon  himsdlf,  but  likewise  adorn  religion,  and  give  it 
an  agreeable  and  lovely  appearance* 

*  '  3.  Walk  circumspectly  at  all  times,  and  in  all  relations  '  Kves,  if  not  more.  *'  Blessed  is  the  man  that  feareth  aJ^ 

'  and  circumstances  of  life       ■  Let  not  success  betray  you  into  *  ways,"  Prov.  xxviii.  14  ;  who  has  ever  upon  hit  miod  sach 

'  security.    Perhaps  you  have  not  for  some  time  been  impor-  '  ao  apprehensiDn  of  the  great  evil  of  w,   and  his  Iiablenes» 

'  tuned  by  temptations,  or  you  have  overcome  them,  and  '  to  it,  while  be  is  in  the  body,  a»  to  be  continually  watchful 

*"  made  some  good  progress  in  religion.     But  do  not  therefore  *  asainst  it.    l&y  thus  fearing  always  he  will  be  able  to  Fpj<nce 

'  lay  aside  your  vigilance,  since  there  may  happen  such  an  '  always,  both  in  the  consciousness  of  his  own  integrity,  and  * 

'  alteration  in  your  circumsunces,  or  in  your  temper,  that  you  '  the  hope  of  the- heavenly  rew«id.'    Mr.  H.  Gfove't  seootid 

*  may  have  as  much  occaaioa  for  it^  as  ever  you  had  in  your  votuoie  of  ^dditioiuil  Sermooa*    Semi.  xvU.p.  450. 
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And  tiicmiglf  he  never,  whflst  in  the  body,  and  in  this  state  of  trial,  dares  pass  a  definitive 
jentence  in  iavour  o£  himself^  but  refers  that  to  the  all-knowing  Judge :  yet  it  is  likely,  that 
continued  innocence,  and  persevering  integrity,  will  lay  a  foundation  for  growing  joy,  and  solid 
^tmfmttioa  of  oQQtind,  which  will  be  preferable  to  all  the  advantages  of  this  world. 

jSnch^  is  the  happine^  of  this  person,  and  of  this  temper  of  mind. 

III.  In  the  thurd  place  we  are  to  observe,  how  this  temper,  of  fearing  always,  contributes  to 
«  man's  happiness. 

Aod  it  is  very  eswy  for  any  one  to  perceive  this.  For  such  an  one  will  be  circumspect  and 
watchful ;  which,  certainly,  must  be  a  good  mean  of  security.  He  that  looks  well  to  his  going, 
w^  is  thoiightfiil  aod  considerate,  will,  in  all  probability,  act  more  wisely  and  discreetly,  than 
the  T^  and  unthinlEdilg* 

Moreover  he  will  be  serious  and  diligent  in  the  use  of  all  proper  means  of  security  and  stead- 
^istaesB.  He  will  frequent  the  assemblies  of  divine  worship,  and  will  praj  and  hear,  not  only 
out  of  form  and  carelessly,  but  with  attention,  and  with  a  view  of  gaining  confirmation  and 
^establishment.  He  considers  acts  of  worship  as  means  of  improvement,  and  preparatory  for  the 
dutks  of  life.  And  hereby  he  gains  strength  for  resisting  of*  temptations,  and  grows  ready  to 
lemeryi  good  wimi  and  work. 

Nor  does  he  n^lect  private  meditation  ;  but  oflen  thinks  of  Gpd  and  another  world.  He 
contemplates  the  works  of  God,  and  studies  his  word.  He  considers  the  perfection  and  extent 
of  the  diving  law.  He  observes  the  reasonableness  of  every  part  of  it,  and  fixes  in  his  mind  an 
aUimsenee  of  all  sin  up<>n  a  reasonable  foundation. 

Heiraquentlv  contemplates  the  glory  set  before  the  upright  and  persevering  in  the  gospel 
of  Cbrat ;  and  thereby  he  is  animated  to  duty,  and  set  more  and  more  at  variance  with  every 
thing,  that  might  deprive  him  of  so  great  a  recompence. 

Me  dreads  the  thought  of  being  hardened  in  sin,  and  therefore  cherishes  tenderness  of  spirits 

He  oflen  reflects  on  his  ways,  and  calls  himself  to  an  account  for  what  he  has  done  in  public 
and  private ;  and  faUs  not  to  renew  his  repentance.  If  any  thing  unbecoming  has  escaped  him, 
he  (K>e6  not  palliate  and  justify  it,  or  seek  for  excuses  and  apdogies;  but  he  condemns  himself 
fOT  it,  and  laments  it.  His  humility  is  thereby  increased,  and  his  future  circumspection  is  ren- 
'  dered  niore  exact  and  vigilant. 

Nor  would  he  shun  the  advices  and  reproofs  o£  pthers ;  but  would  gladly  accept  the  repre- 
hensions and  admonitions  of  a  knowing  and  faithful  friend. 

This  ccmrae  of  thinking  and  acting  cannot  but  be  of  advantage,  and  conduce  to  the  happi- 
ness described  under  the  for^mng  fmrticqlar. 

IV.  I  am  now  to  add  some  remarks  sind  observation^^  They  will  be  spch  as  these. 

1.  The  temper  of  mind,  spoken  of  in  this  maxim  of  Solomon,  and  styled  "  fearing  always,*' 
is  fVequently  recommended  to  Christians  in  the  New  Testament. 

Our  Lord  cherished  it  in  his  own  disciples  by  exhortatiQn^  and  arguments*  They  were  not 
so  perfect  after  he  had  been  long  with  them,  but  he  set  before  them  the  duty  of  watching.  It 
-is  one  of  those  things  which  he  inculcated  upon  them  a  little  before  he  took  his  leave  of  them. 
«  And  what  I  say  unto  you,  I  say  unto  all :  Watch,"  Mark  xiii.  37.  And,  "  Watch  and  pray, 
that  ye  enter  not  into  temptation.  The  spirit  indeed  is  willing,  but  the  fiesh  is  weak,"  Matt 
xxvi.  41.  They  had  been  too  positive  and  presuming.  He  assures  them  that  they  had  bett^ 
be,  with  regard  to  themselves,  more  diffident  and  distrustful ;  that^  tliey  might  be  more  upjoip 
theirguard,  and  more  constant  and  earnest  in  prayer  to  God  for  his  protection  and  help. 

This  fear  of  offending,  this  distrust  of  ourselve9»  this  apprehensiveness  of  the  power  of  temp- 
tations, is  implied  in  that  petition  of  the  prayer  which  Chnst  taught  his  disciples  :  "  And  leaid 
us  not  into  t^nptation^  but  deliver  us  from  evil." 

*•  Brethren,"  says  St.  Paul  to  the  Galatians,  "  if  a  man  be  overtaken  in  a  fault,  ye  which  are 
spiritual,  restore  such  an  one  in  the  spirit  of  meekness,  considering  thyself^  lest  Uiou  also  be 
t^npted,"  Gal.  vi«  1 ;  that  is,  mindful  of  thy  own  weakness,  and  that  it  is  not  impossible,  but 
thou  also  mayest  at  some  time,  and  some  other  way  or  other,  be  tempted  with  effect,  so  as 
tofidl- 

Among  divers  considerations,  which  the  apostle  Paul  mentions  to  dissuade  the  Corinthians 
fiom  too  great  intimacy  with  the  idolatrous  heathens,  he  inserts  this  also :  **  Wherefore  let  him 
that  thinl^  he  stands,  take  heed,  lest  he  fidl,**  1  Cor.  x.  12. 
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And  with  great  affection  and  earnestness  he  says  to  the  Philippians :  «  Wher «flbre  my  be- 
loved, as  ye  have  always  obeyed,  not  as  in  my  presence  only,  but  now  much  more  in  my  d[>« 
sence,  work  out  your  salvation  with  fear  and  trembling,**  Philip,  ii.  12. 

St-  Peter  exhorts  those  to  whom  he  writes,  "  to  pass  the  time  of  tfceir  Mjoummg  \^sn  im 
fear/*^  Again,  "  Be  sober,  be  vigilant :  because  your  adver$ary  the  devils  as  a  roaring  Ikm, 
walkel^  about,  seeking  whom  he  may  devour,"  1  Pet.  i.  17  ;  ch.  v.  8. 

And  the  apostle  to  the  Hebrews :  "  Take  heed,  my  brethren,  lest  there  be  any  of  yon  in  an 
evil  heart  of  unbelief,  in  departing  from  the  living  God.  But  exhoft  one  asother  daily,  lest  any 
of  you  be  hardened  through  the  deceitfulness  of  sin,**  Heb.  iii.  18,  IS* 

2..  We  may  observe  in  the  Old  and  New  Testament  divers  instances  of  this  temper  of  ftamig 
aTways,  in  the  sense  of  a  religious  fear,  as  we  have  explained  it :  a  fear  of  oflfeoding,  tlirough  ^e 
power  of  external  temptations,  and  the  weakness  and  inconstam^  of*  oar  minds. 

Possibly  somewhat  of  this  temper  is  implied  in  that  expression  of  Job,**  "  All  ttie  da^  of 
my  appointed  time  will  I  wait,  till  my  change  be,**  Job  xiv.  14. 

R)r  this  reason  it  is,  that  good  men  in  the  Old  Testament  sometimes  speak  of  their  guardi^ 
the  senses,  the  inlets  of  external  temptations,  or  occasions  of  sin.  Job  savs,  <<  he  had  mitde  a 
covenant  with  his  eyes,**  xxxi,  1.  And  the  Psalmist:  <^  I  am  purposed,  thaft  my  moatii  ahatt 
Dot  transgress,**  Ps.  xvii.  3.  • 

Joseph,  as  is  well  known,  feared  to  trust  too  much  to  his  own  resolution }  and  therefore 
shunned  the  company  of  the  seducer.   * 

This  fear  Is  the  ground  and  principle  of  divers  prayers  of  pious  men :  as  **  Keep  badt^  thy 
servant  abo  from  presumptuous  sins.  Let  them  not  have  dominion  over  me.  So  iriiaU  I  be  free 
from  every  great  transgression,**  Ps.  xix.  13.  Again,  <*  Incline  my  heart  unto  thy  t^riimonies,  ai^ 
not  unto  covetousness.  Turn  away  my  eyes  from  beholding  vanity.  And  quicken  me  in  thy 
way,**  Ps.  cxix.  36,  37.  And,  "  Set  a  watch,  O  Lord,  before  my  mouth  :  keep  the  door  of  my 
lips.  Incline  not  my  heart  unto  any  evil  thing,**  Ps.  cxli.  3,  4 ;  that  is,  let  not  my  heart  incline, 
to  any  evil  thing :  let  me  not  be  prevailed  upon  by  any  temptations,  to  do  that  which  is  evil. 

To  this  purpose  is  that  request  of  Agur :  "  Two  things  have  I  desired  of  thee.  Deny  me 
them  not,  before  I  die.  Remove  far  from  me  vanity  and  lies.  Give  me  neither  poverty  nor 
riches.  Feed  me  with  food  convenient  for  me.  Lest  I  be  full,  and  deny  thee,  and  say :  Wha 
is  the  Lord  ?  and  lest  I  be  poor,  and  steal,  and  take  the  name  of  the  Lord  my  God  in.  vain,**^ 
Prov.  XXX.  7 — 9. 

ITiis  good  man  feared  always.  He  was  apprehensive,  that  he  had  not  sufficient  resoliitibnr 
and  virtue  to  behave  well  either  in  great  prosperity,  or  in  extreme  want  and  poverty. 

And  ihe  condition  he  chooses,  as  most  desirable,  is  that  in  which  he  thin£&  hia  virtue  would 
be  exposed  to  the  smallest  or  the  fewest  hazards. 

St.  Pad,  who  recommended  to  others  fear  and  caution,  is  an  example  of  it  himself..  He  eveh 
says  :  "  I  keep  under  my  body,  and  bring  it  into  subjection,  lest  that  by  any  means,  when  I 
have  preached  the  gospel  to  others,  1  myself  should  be  a  cast-away,**  1  Cor.  ix.  27- 

Nor  can  it  be  doubted,  but  St.  Peter  likewise  observed  the  rules  he  gave-.  It  evidently  ap- 
pears  in  the  temper  of  his  epistles. 

Yea  our  Lord  himself  is,  in  some  measure,  an  example  here.  For  \\e  was  tried  as  we  are.. 
Indeed  he  resisted,  and  overcame  always*  But  though  he  was  completely  innocent,  he  saw  the 
force  of  worldly  temptations^  and  provided  for  them. 

Before  he  entered  upon  his  important  and  difficult  ministrjr,  he  was  led  of  the  spirit  into- 
the  wilderness,  and  was  tempted  diver?  ways.  And  by  meditations,  in  that  solitude,  upon  the 
vanity  and  emptiness  of  tins  world,  and  all  its  glory,  and  by  considering  the  greater  glory  set 
before  him,  he  was  prepared  for  the  trials  of  a  more  public  life.^  And  as  his  Isjst  and  great 
temptation  drew  near,  we  discern  him  to  be  mindful  of  it.  Says  he  to  the  disciples:  **The 
prince  of  this  world  cometh:  but  hath  nothing  in  me,'*  John  xiv.  SO.  And  he  retired  into^ 
private  place.  And  likewise  charged  three  of  nis  disciples  to  watch,  whilst  he  went  and  prayed 
at  a  small  distance  from  them.  . 

3.  Upon  the  whole  therefore  we  need  not  be  shy  of  admitting,  and  cherishing  this  temper,  ^f 
fearing  always,  or  a  perpetual  distrust  of  ourselves,  during  this  state  of  trial. 

This  fear  or  diffidence  has  in  it  some  uneasiness :  but  it  will  lay  a  foundation  for  great  ad- 
vantages. 
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It  is  better  to  fbar  offending,  than  to  sorrow  for  having  offended. 

The  care  of  caution  is  not  so  troublesoixie,  as  the  bitterness  of  late  repentance. 

Though  he  who  fears  always  should  at  first  be  esteemed  neither  the  greatest,  nor  the  happiest 
of  men,  in  the  end  he  may  be  both.  For  "  pride  goeth  before  destruction,  and  a  haughty  spirit 
iMfore  It  fall,'*  Prov.  xvi.  18.  Again,  "  Before  destruction  the  heart  of  man  is  haughty,  and 
before  honour  is  humility,'*  chap.  xvii.  12. 

It  is  good  counsel,  more  especially  fit  to  be  given  to  some  :  ^^  Let  not  him  that  putteth  on 
tlie  lumness  boast  himself,  as  he  that  putteth  it  off,"  1  Kings  xx.  11. 

In  this  respect,  as  well  as  some  others,  the  day  of  a  man's  death  is  better  than  the  day  of 
his  birth,  £cc»  viL  1.  It  is  a  happy  thing,  to  pass  with  safety  tlirough  the  temptations  of  this 
worid.  At  setting  out  the  trial  is  doubt^l  and  hazardous.  But  if  a  man  be  faithful,  and  keep 
the  way  of  the  Lord  to  the  end,  the  reward  is  sure,  and  no  temptations  shall  any  more  annoy' 
or  terrify. 

To  a  good  man  therefore  it  must  be  desirable,  afler  difficult  services,  and  a  life  of  caution 
and  circumspection,  to  be  able  to  say,  when  the  will  of  the  Lord  is :  It  is  finished.  There  is 
now  an  end  to  the  labours,  the  afflictions,  the  sorrows,  tl)e  temptations  of  this  life.  But  there 
remains  a  crown  of  righteousness,  which  the  Lord,  the  righteous  judge,  will  give  to  all  those 
who  have  fought  a  good  fight,  and  kept  the  faith  :  who  in  all  difficult  services,  and  hazardous 
seasons  of  this  lifi^  have  been  encouraged  by  the  hope  of  his  appearing  to  reward  the 
well-doer. 

And  since  God  knows  all  our  fhune,  it  must  be  our  wisdom  to  refer  ourselves  to  him,  as  to 
all  things  concerning  us.  in  this  world :  desirous,  that  all  things  may  work  together  for  our 
ffood :  and  that  natbitig  may  be  able  to  separate  us  from  the  love  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  :  and 
hoping,  tiiat  neither  the  good  nor  the  evil  things  of  this  life,  shall  destroy  the  principle  of  virtue 
h^guain  aa^;.  but  rather  refine,,  improve,,  and  strengthen  it,  until  it  be  perfected  in  glory. 


SERMON  XIX. 

OUR  SAVIOUR'S  THIRST  UPON  THE  CROSS  CONSIDERED  AND  IMPROVED: 

jffkr  thiSf  Jesus  knowing  Aat  all  things  xvere  now  accomplished^  that  the  scripture  might  he 
^fii^Ued^  saith :  I  thirst.  Now  there  was  set  a  vessel  full  of  vinegar.  And  they  JiUed  a  spunge 
with  vinegar^  and  put  it  upon  hyssop^  and  put  it  to  Jus  mouth,    John.xix.  S8,.29* 

St.  Paul  in  the  epistle  to  the  Ephesians,  ch.  iii.  IS;  speaks  of  the  unmeasurable  extent  of  the 
love  of  Christ.  Which  yet  it  is  very  desirable,  and  will  be  very  profitable  for  us  to  understand. 
And  though  we  are  not  able  to  comprehend  it,  it  will  be  of  advantage  to  think  rightly  and 
justly  of  it,  and  not  to  conceive  of  his  sufferings,  that  great  proof  of  nis  love,  as  designed  to 
supply  the  want  of  righteousness  in  us,  but  to  be  a  powerful  argument^and  incentive  to  real, 
eminent,  and  persevering  righteousness  and^holiness. 

All  the  ends  and  uses  of  Christ's  sufferings  shew  his  love  in  submitting  to  the  pain  and  shame 
of  the  cross.  And  the  greatness  and  variety  of  those  sufferings  are  an  affecting  thought^  and 
consideration. 

The  words  of  the  text  are  near  the  conclusion  of  the  history  of  our  Lord's  last  sufierings. 
And  in  explaining  and  improving  them,  I  am  led  to  speak  to  these  several  particulars. 

I.  I  would  shew,  the  nature,  and  the  causes  of  our  Lord's  thirst  upon  the  cross,  which  he 
declared  aloud.  ^  - 

II.  The  treatment  which  he  thereupon  met  with :  «  They  filled  a  spunge  with  viliegar,  and 
put.it  to  his  mouth.*' 
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III.  The  meaning  of  that  expression  in  this  place :  "  That  the  scripture  might  befulfilted.'^ 

IV.  -  After  which  I  shall  mention  some  suitable  remarks. 

I.  I  shall  endeavour  to  shew  the  nature,  and  the  causes  of  our  Lord's  thirst  upon  the  cross^ 
which  he  declared  aloud. 

Doubtless  it  was  real  and  vehement,  and  owing  to  what  he  had  endured  both  in  body  and 
mind.  The  Lord  Jesus  had  not,  that  we  any  where  read,  any  sickness.  And  it  is  reasonable  to 
suppose,  that  he  never  had  any.  For  death,  and  consequently  sickness,  and  diseases,  the  fore- 
runners and  ordinary  occasions  of  death,  are  the  fruit  of  sin :  from  which  Jesus  was  quite  freer. 
St.  Paul  speaks  of  God's  **  sending  his  own  Son  in  the  likeness  of  sinful  flcdi,'*  Rom.  viii.  3.  He 
had  true  and  real  flesh.  For  he  was  born  of  a  woman.  Biit  it  was  not  *f  sinful  flesh.'*  It  wa^ 
only  "  the  likeness  of  sinful  flesh."  For  he  was  not  conceived  in  the  ordinsyry  way,  hut  by  the 
Holy  Ghost,  or  the  immediate  interposition  of  God.  And  he  in  all  things  did  the  will  of  the 
Father,  and  ever  pleased  him  that  sent  him. 

But  though  Jesus  was  liable  to  no  disease,  or  sickness,  he  had  the  innocent  infirmities  of  the 
human  nature.  He  was  "  wearied"  with  journeying,  and  had  hunger  and  thirst,  Jcdm  iv.  6.  He 
Heeded  the  riefreshments  of  meat,  and  dnnk,  and  ^eep  :  as  we  plainly  perceive  from  his  history 
in  the  gospels.  He  was  also  grieved,  and  ofiended,  and  angry,  though  without  stn  or  exces9i  9t 
the  miseries,  the  faults,  and  the  follies  of  men,  especially  such  as  were  very  great  and  aggravated* 
And  undoubtedly  he  felt  the  pain  of  those  stripes,  which  without  resistance  lie  sufiesed  to  be 
inflicted  upon  him. 

In  the  fourth  chapter  of  St.  John's  Gospel  is  the  relation  of  our  Lcurd's  passmg  from  Jerusalem 
to  Galilee,  where  he  chiefly  was.  "  And  he  left  Judea,  and  departed  again  into  Galilee.  And 
he  must  needs  go  through  Samaria.     Then  cometh  he  to  a  city  of  Samaria,  which  is:called 

Sychar ^Now  Jacob's  well  was  there.    Jesus  therefore  being  wearied  with  his  jcmruey,  sat  thus 

on  the  well.  And  it  was  the  sixth  hour."  If  our  Lord,  in  travelling  on  foot,  was  wearied  with 
the  length  of  the  journey,  and  the  heat  of  the  day :  how  much  more  must  he  have  been  discom- 
posed by  all  that  had  passed  to  this  time  from  the  evening  of  the  preceding  day ! 

For,  as  we  all  know  from  the  evangelical  history,  when  he  had  eaten  the  paschal  supper,  and 
instituted  a  memorial  of  his  own  transactions  among  men  on  this  earth,  and  e^ecially  of  nis  then 
approaching  death,  he  had  a  long,  but  most  heavenly  and  afiecting  conversation  with  the  disciples. 
Auer  that,  coming  to  the  garden,  whither  he  sometimes  went  for  the  sake  of  privacy,  he  separated 
himself  from  the  rest  of  the  disciples,  and  retired  with  three  of  them  into  a  more  private  place, 
and  withdrew  a  small  distance  from  them  also  :  where  in  a  near  view  of  his  approaching  sufferings, 
and.  a  close  meditation  upon  the  affecting  circumstances  of  them,  and  the  greatness  of  the  temp- 
tation, which  he  was  entering  into,  and  how  severe  a  trial  it  woidd  be  to  the  constancy  of  his 
virtue,  and  considering  also  the  difficulty  and  the  importance  of  a  steady  and  exemplary  conduct, 
and  the  tremendous  consequences  of  any  the  least  failure  on  his  part,  and  also  discerning  the 
heinous  guilt  of  his  accusers  and  enemies,  whether  Jews  or  others,  and  divers  other  amazing 
particulars  of  the  expected  scene  of  sufferings ;  he  earnestly  prayed,  "tteit  the  cup  might  pass 
from  him.  And  there  appeared  an  angel  from  heaven,  strengthening  him.  And  being  in  an 
agony,  his  sweat  was  as  it  were  great  drops  of  blood,  falling  down  to  the  ground,"  Luke  xxii. 
42 — 44. 

Soon  after  which,  he  was  apprehended,  and  carried  to  the  house  of  Annas,  then  of  Caiapbas 
the  high  priest.  And  having  been  examined,  and  ill-treated,  he  was  confined  until  early  in  the 
morning,  and  was  then  had  before  Pilate,  where  the  accusations  were  renewed  against  him.  By 
Pilate's  order  he  was  once  at  least,  if  not  twice,  scourged.  And  the  soldiers  platted  a  crown  of 
thorns,  and  put  it  upon  his  head.  Nci':h^r  of  which  could  be  without  some  effusion  of  blood. 
The  same  would  be  in  a  great  degree  the  eflTect  of  fastening  him  to  the  cross,  by  theliands,  and 
the  feet.  In  the  suffering  of  which,  and  during  the  whole  time  of  his  hanging  on  the  cross,  he 
must  have  had  in  his  perfect  body,  of  the  finest  contexture,  the  most  exquisite  sense  of  pain.  In 
consequence  of  these  fatigues,  arid  these  sufferings,  and  this  loss  of  blood,  he  would  be  parched  as 
it  were  with  a  violent  drought. 

Another  thing,  contributing  to  the  vehemence  of  his  thirst,  must  have  been  the  exercise  of 
his  mind..  Unquestionably,  during  the  whole  space  of  this  concluding  scene  of  our  Lord's  life, 
which  we  have  just  now  briefly  surveyed,  there  was  in  his  mind  all  the  care  and  attenticm  and 
circumspection  which  can  be  conceived.    And  it  required  the  full  exertion  of  all  the  powers  of 
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\m  spotless  and  perfect  mind,  to  persevere  in  meekness  and  patience  under  the  insulting  speeches» 
and.  other  abusive  treatment,  which  he  met  with  \  and  in  complete  resignation  to  the  will  of  God; 
and  in  benevolence  toward  those  who  so  unrighteously  persecuted  Uim. 

Such  a  conclusion  of  so  holy,  so  useful,  so  glorious  a  life  and  ministry,  as  was  that  of  the  Lord 
Jesus,  must  have  been  the  most  affecting  trial  that  ever  befell  any  man.  During  the  period  of 
this  trial,  the  whole  frame,  both  of  body  and  mind,  was  stretched  to  the  utmost :  and  the  thirst 
which  bur  Lord  now  openly  expressed,  must  have  been  a  natural  consequence  of  it.  We  may 
well  suppose,  it  was  indeed  great  and  vehement^  an  uneasiness,  which  at  this  time  abnoat 
swallowed  up  the  pains  of  his  pierced  and  wounded  hands  and  feet. 

When  Pilate  had  pronounced  sentence  upon  Jesus,  and  they  were  carrying  him  to  the  place  of 
crucifixion,  or  when  he  was  come  thither,  and  before  they  nailed  him  to  the  cross,  there  was 
oflfered  to  him  "  wine  mingled  with  myrrh  :  but  he  received  it  not,"  Mark  xv.  23.  He  refused 
to  drink  of  it.  That  was  an  intoxicating  potion,  wine  mingled  with  some  rich  ingredients, 
tending  to  stupify.  And  probably,  was  a  kind  provision,  made  by  some  inhabitants  of  the  city 
of  Jerusalem,  of  a  generous  and  compassionate  temper  for  all,  or  most  of  such  as  were  there 
sentenced  to  die  by  crucifixion.  But  it  was  wisely  and  greatly  refused  by  the  Lord  Jesus :  that 
he  mfght  be  a  complete  example  of  suffering  virtue.  Somewhat  else  was  now  reached  up  to  \m\\ 
upon  the  cross,  after  he  had  said,  "  I  thirst."     Which  is  next  to  be  considered  by  us. 

IL  The  treatment  which  he  thereupon  met  with. 

**  Now  there  was  set  a  vessel  full  of  vinegar.  And  they  filled  a  spunge  with  vinegar,  and 
jHit  It  upon  hyssop,  and  put  it  to  his  mouth." 

This  particular  is  also  related  by  two  other  Evangelists.  But  we  do  not  in  them  readily 
discern  the  occasion  of  it.  This  having  been  observed  by  St.  John  when  he  wrote  his  gospel,  he 
was  induced  to  supply  their  omission,  and  therefore  inserted  what  we  have  just  now  considered, 
our  Lord's  saying :  "  I  thirst.*' 

Let  us  compare  the  other  Evangelists  witk  him.  Says  St.  Matthew :  "  And  about  the  ninth 
flour,**  or  three  In  the  afternoon,  <*  Jesus  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  saying  :  Eli,  Eli,  Lama  sabach- 
thani,  that  is  to  say :  My  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me  ?  Some  of  them  that  stood 
4here,  when  they  heard  that,  said  :  This  man  calleth  for  Elias.  And  straightway  one  of  them 
ran,  and  took  a  spunge,  and  filled  it  with  vinegar,  and  put  it  on  a  reed,  and  gave  him  to  drink,'' 
Matt,  xxvii.  46— *8.  And  to  the  like  purpose  in  Mark  xv.  34—36.  But  here,  in  St.  John,  it 
is  thus,  "  After  this,  Jesus  knowing  that  aU  things  were  now  accomplished,  that  the  scripture 
might  be  fulfilled,  saith  :  I  thirst.  Now  there  was  set  a  vessel  full  of  vinegar.  And  they  filled 
a  spunge  with  vinegar,  and  put  it  upon  hyssop,  and  put  it  to  his  mouth."  St.  Matthew  and 
St.  Mark,  as  it  seems,  mention  together  two  things,  which  were  partly  independent  on  each  other: 
I  mean  our  Lord's  prayer :  "  My  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me  ?"  and  then  the 
giving  him  the  spunge  with  vinegar.  But  St.  John  thought  proper  to  insert  more  particularly 
the  occasion  of  their  giving  him  that  vinegar,  which  was  his  saying  :  "1  thirst." 

**  Now  there  Was  set  a  vessel  full  of  vinegar.  And  they  filled  a  spunge  with  the  vinegar,  and 
put  it  upon  hyssop,"  that  is,  a  reed,  or  slender  stalk  of  hyssop,  which  is  said  to  grow  much  higher 
Ml  those  climates,  than  with  us :  "  and  put  it  to  his  mouth."  It  is  likely,  that  this  was  a  vessel  of 
such  liquor  as  the  Roman  soldiers,  and  meaner  people,  generally  drank. 

What  was  the  design  of  the  person  or  persons,  who  reached  up  the  spunge  filled  with  that 
liquor,  may  not  be  certain :  whether  it  was  in  tlie  way  of  insult,  or  only  an  indifferent  action, 
performed  without  any  bad  or  good  view,  or  whether  with  a  kind  design  of  affording  at  least  spme 
siflall  relief  under  a  very  uneasy  thirst.  But  it  must  be  reckoned  a  very  great  trial,  oti  so  press- 
ing an  occasion,  to  have  no  other  refreshment  offered,  beside  that  of  so  ordinary  a  liquor,  out  of 
such  a  vessel,  which  having  stood  all  the  while  open,  must  now,  at  the  end  of  a  public  execution^^ 
fcave  been  very  filthy,  and  offensive. 

Though  we  had  had  only  the  accounts  of  the  other  Evangelists,  where  the  reaching  up  the 
spimge  with  vinegar  is  mentioned,  we  could  have  been  able  to  discern,  that  it  was  either  a 
designed  afifront  and  indignity,  or  at  the  least,  an  afiecting  proof  of  the  deplorable  and  discon* 
uAs^je  condition  of  the  Lord  Jesus  at  this  time,  with  regard  to  all  outward  circumstances.  But 
St*  John's  addition  of  the  occasion  in  those  words,  "  I  thirst,"  does  more  distinctly  represent 
%o  us  a  very  great  uneasiness  endured  by  our  Lord. 

^ey  who  are  well  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  death  of  the  cross,  in  use  among  the 
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Romans,  and  attentively  observe  the  history  of  our  Lord's  being  brought  to  it,  might  possibly 
liave  inferred,  that  a  verjr  uneasy  and  violent  thirst  must  have  been  one  of  the  painful  and 
afflictive  circumstances  of  it.  Nevertheless  St.  John's  particular  mention  of  it  is  worthy  of  con- 
sideration, and  is  suited  to  engage  our  attention. 

III.  We  should  now  consider  the  meaning  of  those  expressions  of  the  Evangelist,  "that  the 
scripture  might  be  fulfilled." 

"  After  this,  Jesus  knowing  that  all  things  were  now  accomplished,  that  the  scripture  might 
te  fulfilled,  saith,  I  thirst  :'*  that  is,  Jesus  knowing  and  considering  in  his  own  mind,  that  many 
things  appointed  by  the  Father  to  be  done  and  suflTered  by  him  on  this  earth,  for  the  good  of 
men,  and  which  had  been  beforehand  prophesied  of  him,  had  now  come  to  pass,  said,  "I  thirst:" 
believing  that  would  give  occasion  for  the  fulfilment  of  a  particular  prophecy  concerning  him. 

By  which  we  may  perceive  that  the  first  words  of  the  Evangelist,  "  knowing  that  all  things 
were  now  accomplished,"  ought  not  to  be  strained.  He  does  not  intend  to  say  that  all  things, 
without  exception,  were  alread}r  accomplished :  for  many  things  remained  to  be  accomplished 
concerning  Jesus  Christ,  after  his  resurrection.  The  meaning  therefore  must  be  restrained  to 
things  relating  to  the  Messiah,  during  his  abode  on  this  earth.  Nor  are  they  to  be  absolutely 
understood  so  far:  for  it  still  remained  that  he  should  die,  according  to  the  scriptures.  •  And 
there  was  still  ope  thing  to  be  accomplished  before  his  death,  as  the  Evangelist  nimself  says : 
"  Jesus  knowing  that  all  things  were  accomplished,  that  Uie  scripture  might  be  ftilfiiled,  saith, 
I  thirst.*' 

The  meaning^  therefore  is,  that  Jesus  knowing,  and  observing  in  his  own  mind,  that  many 
prophecies  had  been  accomplished  in  the  course  of  his  ministry,  and  that  now  he  had  endiu^d 
a  very  great  variety,  and  almost  all  kinds  of  insults  and  indignities,  pains  and  sorrows,  agreeably 
to  what  the  scriptures  had  said  concerning  the  sufifering  character  of  the  Messiah:  he  was  about 
to  resign  and  give  up  his  soul  into  the  hand  of  God.  But  knowing  also  that  there  was  one  thing 
ispoken  of  the  Messiah  in  the  scriptures,  which  was  not  yet  fulfilled,  ha  said,   "  I  thirst.'* 

There  are  two  places  in  the  Psalms  which  are  thought  to  speak  of  this :  **  My  strength  is 
dried  up  like  a  potsherd :  and  my  tongue  cleaveth  to  my  jaws,  and  thou  hast  brought  me  into 
the  dust  of  death,"  Ps.  xxii.  15.  And,  "  They  gave  me  also  gall  for  my  meat,  and  in  my  thirst 
they  gave  me  vinegar  to  drink,"  Ps.  Ixix.  21.     These  scriptures  were  now  fulfilled. 

IV.  I  would  now  mention  «ome  remarks  and  observations  suitable  to  this  subject. 

i*  When  we  meditate  upon  the  sufferings  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  we  ought  ever  to  admire  the 
wise  design  and  great  love  of  the  Father,  in  appointing  that  the  Christ,  his  beloved  Son,  most 
dear  to  him,  so  holy,  so  excellent,  so  distinguished  by  miraculous  powers  and  gifts,  should  for 
the  general  good  of  mankind  live  in  this  world  in  mean  circumstances,  and  submit  to  the  rage 
and  enmity  of  wicked  and  prejudiced  men^  in  testimony  to  the  great  truths  and  principles  of 
religion,  which  contain  instructions  for  our  present  conduct,  and  the  best  encouragements  of 
our  hopes  and  expectations  of  future  glory  and  happiness. 

2.  Those  meditations  may  also  justly  serve  to  endear  to  us  the  Lord  Jesus,  who  gave  himseJf 
for  us,  that  he  might  redeem  us  to  himself  for  "  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works, '^ 
Tit,  ii.  14.  Such  was  the  ransom  he  laid  down  for  us,  even  his  own  life,  in  a  way  most  painftil 
and  dishonourable  to  himself  in  all  its  outward  circumstances. 

Without  this,  his  preaching,  and  all  the  miracles  of  his  ministry,  would  not  have  been  suffi- 
cient to  awaken,  convince,  and  gain  more  than  a  small  number  of  Jews  and  Gentiles,  in  that» 
and  a  few  following  ages,  in  some  parts  of  the  world  only:  whereas  now,  we  also,  once  very  far 
off  from  the  kingdom  of  God,  in  a  very  late  age  of  the  world,  are  brought  into  the  numberof 
God's  people,  and  made  heirs  of  eternal  life.  We  must  therefore  acknowledge  that  the  cross 
of  Chnst  is  the  "  power  of  God,  and  the  wisdom  of  God,**  1  Cor.  i.  24. 

He  might  with  less  pains  and  expense  to  himself  have  set  up  a  very  extensive  empire  of  a 
worlilly  nature,  and  fixed  it  upon  foundations  that  should  be  durable.  But  that  was  not  the 
design  of  his  coming;  which  was,  that  he  might  set  up  a  kingdom  in  the  minds  of  men,  and 
subdue  them  to  willing  obedience  to  the  laws  of  right  reason,  and  the  will  of  God^  that  thev 
might  be  partakers  of  future,  endless  happiness,  and  tlmt  they  might  be  strengthened  against  au 
the  temptations  of  their  present  condition. 

When  therefore  we  consider  at  any  time,  how  just  sentiments  we  have  c£  God,  and  of  the 
way  of  serving  hftm,  how  high  ideas  we  have  of  a  life  to  come,  and  what  expectations  we  fcave 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Our  SavtGU!^$  Thint  upon  Hie  Cross  considered  and  improved.  iGl 

of  fluch  a  happiness:  provided  we  can  also  discern  in  ourselves  any  dispositions  oF  fine  holiness, 
and  some  preparedness  for  a  better  life :  let  us  give  a  tribute  of  prai^se  and  honour  to  the  Lord 
Jesus  for  sucn  advantages,  and  love  him  who  has  loved  us,  and  given  himself  for  us.  And  let 
Hs  be  careful  not  to  do  any  thing  unbecoming  the  character  which  we  sustain,  of  being  his  dis- 
ciples. That  would  be  a  very  ungrateful  and  disagreeable  return  for  his  pure  and  disinterested 
k>ve,  who  expects  nothing  more  of  us  than  that  we  should  honour  him  by  a  right  temper  and 
conduct. 

S.  The  particular  of  the  text  may  induce  us  sometimes  to  survey  with  care  and  attention 
the  circumstances  of  our  Lord's  last  sufferings.  We  should  then.  Very  likely,  observe  divers 
things  deserving  admiration,  and  very  proper  for  our  establishment  and  comfort, 

4.  We  cannot  omit  to  observe  at  this  time  the  composure  of  our  Lord^s  mind,  and  the  great- 
ness of  his  behaviour  in  the  most  trying  circumstances. 

«*  Jesus  knowing,  that  all  things  were  now  accomplished,  that  the  scripture  might  be  fulfilled,* 
saith:  I  thirst.**  So  writes  St.  John,  who  was  at  the  foot  of  the  cro^,  and  was  persuaded,  that 
in  what  the  Lord  then  said,  he  had  a  regard  to  the  ancient  prophecies  concerning  the  Messiah. 
Which  shews  great  composure  of  mind  under  the  most  painful  sufferings. 

We  also  perceive  the  greatness  of  his  behaviour.  When  the  sponge  dipped  .in  vinegar  was 
put  to  his  mouth,  he  does  not  make  any  complaints,  nor  exclaim  against  so  disagreeable  treat* 
ment,  nor  bemoan  his  sad  condition.  Nor  does  the  Evangelist  enlarge  upon  it,  having  for  wise 
reasons  prescribed  to  himself  great  conciseness.  Nevertheless  these  things  may  be  well  observed 
by  us.  The  doing  so,  will  help  us  to  form  a  more  just  idea  of  the  great  example  of  resignation 
and  patience,  which  our  Lord  has  given. 

5.  Finally,  we  should,  in  imitation  of  Jesus,  be  willing  to  endure  all  things  for  the  truth's 
sake,  and  for  the  good  of  our  fellow-creatures,^  and  fellow-christians. 

I  am  sensible,  that  the  actions  and  sufferings  of  Jesus  Christ  are  sometimes  misunderstood 
and  misapplied.  Some  in  the  church  of  Rome  especially,  have  weakly  imitated  this  part  of  our 
Lord's  sufferings.  And .  because  he  said,  "  I  thirst,**  that  they  might  resemble  him  therein, 
they  have  practised  abstinence,  until  they  have  been  incstpable  of  admitting  any  liquid.  To 
such  it  might  be  justly  said:  "  Who  has  required  this  at  your  hands?"  Is.  i.  12.  This  is  not  a 
service  acceptable  to  God,  who  does  not  delight  in  the  pain  iEind  distress  of  any  of  his  creatures. 
Nor  did  Jesus  seek  these  sufferings:  though  he  meekly  acquiesced  in  them. 

Christ  indeed  has  required  his  followers  to  "  love  one  another,  as  he  has  loved  them.'* 
Which  is  a  very  comprehensive  command.  And  implies,  that  they  should  be  willing  to  hazard, 
or  even  lay  down  their  lives  for  one  another,  and  for  the  genera)  good,  if  there  should  be  occa- 
sion. But  not  otherwise.  For  he  recommended  to  his  disciples  discretion,  (which  he  often 
Eractised  himself)  as  well  as  innocence.  And  directed  them  to  decline  dangers,  as  far  as  they 
ODourably  could,  and  when  persecuted  in  one  city,  to  flee  into  another. 

But  though  some  have  practised  a  vain  imitation  of  Christ,  his  conduct  is  really  exemplary 
and  encouraging.  We  should  resemble  him  in  zeal  for  God,  a  love  of  truth,  and  of  one  another. 
Resolution  and  steadiness  in  such  interests  are  very  honourable  and  commendable.  And  if  at 
any  time,  in  the  course  of  Divine  Providence,  we  are  made  like  unto  Jesus  in  afflictions  and  suf- 
ferings, and  are  meek  and  composed,  and  courageous  under  them  as  he  was,  we  shall  also  be 
like  him  in  glory  and  happiness  hereafter.  > 


SERMON    XX- 

THE  GREATNESS  OF  JESUS  IN  HIS  LAST  SUFFEKINGS. 

When  Jesus  therefore  had  received  the  vinegar^  he  said:  It  isjinished.    And  he  botced  his  head^ 

and  gave  up  the  ghost.    John  xix.  SO. 

Sr.  Paut.,  in  his  first  q>istle  to  the  Corinthians,  speaks  of  the  off'^ce  which  some  took  at  the 
nifferings  of  Christ.  The  Jews  required  a  sign,  and  the  Greeks  sought  after  wisdom :  insomuch 
that  the  preaching  of  Christ  crucified  was  <'  to  the  Jews  a  stumbling-blopk,  and  to  the  Greeks 
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foolishnesA,''  Nevettheless  to  many,  "  both  Jews  and  Greeks,  Christ  was  the  power  of  God, 
and  the  wisdom  of  God,''  1  Cor.  i.  18 — ^24.  For  which  reason,  and  because  he  had  himself  in 
particuUr  experienced  the  benefit  of  that  doctrine,  he  determined,  when  at  Coripth,  one  of  the 
politest  cities  of  Greece,  then  esteemed  the  most  polite  and  learned  part  of  the  world,  «*  not  to 
know,  [or  make  manifest,]  any  thing  save  Jesus  Christ,  and  him  crucified/' 

The  disciples  of  Jesus,  who  had  so  much  reason,  from  the  excellence  of  his  words,  and  the 
wonders  and  condescensions  of  his  life,  to  love  and  respect  him,  were  offended  in  him,  forsook 
him,  and  fled,  when  he  entered  into  the  thick  cloud  of  affliction.  But  their  eyes  were  afterwards 
enlightened,  their  understandings  opened,  and  their  hearts  enlarged.  And  they  were  able  and 
willing  to  recommend  to  all,  a  faitn  in  Christ  crucified  and  risen  as  perfectly  reasonable,  and 
highly  beneficial  and  advantageous. 

But  it  is  not  now  my  intention  to  insist  on  all  the  ends  and  uses  of  the  death  of  Christ,  nor 
oti  all  the  reasons  for  permitting  it.  It  is  chiefly  in  one  particular  light,  that  I  would  at  present 
consider  the  sufferings  of  the  Lord  Je^us :  to  shew,  in  some  measure,  his  greatness  under  them : 
how  he  maintained  his  dignity  throughout  this  hour  of  affliction,  and  strange  scene  of  abase- 
ment: and  the  fitness  and  propriety  of  all  his  words  and  actions,  from  his  yielding  up  himself 
into  the  hands  of  his  enemies  to  his  expiring  on  the  cross:  how  he  joined  majesty  with  meekness, 
and  under  the  most  injurious  and  provoking  treatment,  manifested  great  presence  of  thought, 
and  perfect  composure  of  mind. 

For  this  end,  I  shall  take  notice  of  the  main  parts  of  the  whole  history  of  the  last  suflTerings 
of  Jesus,  as  recorded  by  the  Evangelists.  The  discourse  shall  be  divided  into  two  sections.  The 
first  containing  the  particulars  of  our  Lord's  apprehension  and  prosecution,  to  the  time  of  his 
condemnation  by  Pilate :  the  second,  containing  the  several  things  following,  till  he  expired 
on  the  cross. 

Sect.  L  1.  And  in  the  first  place,  there  is  a  circumstance  fit  to  be  observed  by  us,  which 
greatly  exalts  the  fortitude  of  Jesus :  that  he  knew  beforehand  the  death  he  was  to  endure, 
and  all  the  painful  concomitants  of  it,  and  yet  he  resigns  himself  to  it,  and  prepares  himself  for 
it  with  cheerfulness. 

This  composure  of  mind  at  his  entering  into  the  amazing  scene  of  his  sorrows,  and  his  fore- 
knowledge of  them,  appear  in  those  words  spoken  to  the  disciples,  in  his  retirement,  after  the 
conclusion  of  the  prayers,  which  he  had  there  oflTered  up.  "  Then  cometh  he  to  the  disciples, 
and  saith  unto  them  :  Sleep  on  now,  and  take  your  rest.  Behold  the  hour  is  at  hand,  and  the 
Son  of  man  is  betrayed  into  the  hands  of  sinners.  Arise,  let  us  be  going.  Behold,  he  is  at  hand 
that  does  betray  me,"  Matt.  xxvi.  45,  46. 

We  mfty  be  persuaded,  from  the  intimations  which  our  Lord  had  given  to  many  and  upon 
divers  occasions,  in  the  course  of  his  ministry,  that  he  beforehand  knew  the  painful  and  igno- 
minious death  which  he  was  to  undergo.  Here,  in  these  words,  just  read  from  St.  Matthew, 
the  hke  to  which  are  in  St.  Mark's  gospel,  we  perceive  his  distinct  foresight  of  the  beginning 
of  his  last  sorrows,  and  at  the  same  time  how  composed  he  was,  Mark  xiv.  41,  42. 

The  Evangelists  usually  content  themselves  with  barely  relating  things  as  they  happened, 
without  any  hint  of  special  observation  to  engage  the  attention  of  readers :  Nevertheless  St.  John 
has  thought  fit  just  to  take  notice  of  this  foreknowledge  of  Christ.  "  Jesus  therefore  knowing 
all  things  that  should  come  unto  him,  went  forth,  and  said  unto  them:  Whom  seek  ye  ?  "  John 
xviii.  4. 

Our  blessed  Lord's  distinct  foresight  of  all  the  aflfecting  sufferings  which  he  was  to  endure, 
greatly  illustrates  the  resolution  and  fortitude  of  his  mind,  and  his  aflectionate  concern  for  sinful 
men,  in  resigning  himself  to  them  with  such  readiness  as  he  did ;  which  appears  in  the  words 
just  read,  and  in  other  particulars  to  be  farther  taken  notice  of. 

2.  Our  Lord's  great  mind  appears  in  the  manner  in  which  he  received  Judas  who  came  to 
betray  him,  and  the  officers  who  were  sent  to  apprehend  him. 

"  Judas,  one  of  the  twelve,"  as  the  Evangelist  relates,  "  came,  and  with  him  a  great  mul- 
titude, with  swords  and  staves,  from  the  chief  priests  and  elders,"  Matt.  xxvi.  47.  "  And  forth- 
with he  came  to  Jesus,  and  said,  Hail,  Master :  and  kissed  him,"  ver.  49.  He  comes,  with  the 
usual  tokens  of  respect,  after  some  time  of  absence.  Thus  he  addresseth  himself  to  Christy 
when  this  very  salutation  had  been  agreed  upon,  as  a  mark,  denoting  him  whom  the  officers  were 
to  seize  and  lay  hold  ofl  Whereupon  Jesus  said  unto  him:  "  Friend,  wherefore  art  thou  come?*' 
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ver.  50.  So  in  Matthew.  But  in  another  gospel:  "  Judas,  betrayest  thou  the  Son  of  man  with 
a  kiss  !**  Luke  xxii.  48. 

This  was  the  beginning  of  these  sorrows:  and  it  was  a  veryi  affecting  case.  To  be  betrayed 
by  a  disciple,  in  the  eye  of  the  world,  would  appear  a  prejudice  to  our  Saviour^s  reputation,  and 
an  argument  of  some  misconduct,  or  of  some  bad  designs ;  that  one  of  his  disciples  and  intimate 
friends  delivered  liim  to  his  enemies.  This  was  an  aftecting  thing.  It  must  be  so  to  any  man, 
who  is  virtuous  and  innocent,  and  has  a  sense  of  honour.  In  ordinary  minds,  even  where  there 
is(  true  goodness,  it  would  have  had  one  or  other  of  these  effects:  to  sink  the  spirits  in  a  great 
degree;  or  else  provoke  to  ungovernable  resentment  and  indignation,  breaking  out  into  passionate 
expressions;  but  the  greatness  pf  Jesus  is  conspicuous.  He  saw  the  falsehood  of  Judas,  under 
the  fair  appearance  of  resp^t  and  afFe<ition.  Yet  he  retm-ns  him  a  familiar  salutation,  and  call* 
him  friend.  But  at  the  same  time  he  intimates  his  discernment  of  his  treacherous  purpose,  and 
gives  a  piercing  reproof  of  bis  baseness :  "  Judas,,  betrayest  thou  the  Son  of  man  with  a  kiss !" 

Then  taming  himself  to  the  officers  who  came  with  Judas,  he  says,  **  Whom  seek  ye?  TTiey 

answered  liim :  Jesus  of  Nazareth.     Jesus  saith  unto  them,  I  am  he As  soon  tlien  as  he  had 

said  unto  them,  I  am  he,  they  went  backward,"  or  drew  back,  "  and  fell  to  the  gi'ound.  Then 
asked  he  them  again:  Whom  seek  ye?  And  they  said,  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  Jesus  answered,  I 
have  told  you,  that  I  am  he,^*  Joha  xviii.  4—8. 

Here,  as  every  where,  all  along,  wd  see  proofs  of  great  presence  of  mind  and  composure  of 
thought.  Jesus  had  retired  into  a  private  place;  but  it  was  not  with  a  view  of  hiding  himself 
from  his  enemies.  He  was  innocent,  and  knew  himself  to  be  so,  and  shews  his  conscious 
integrity,  by  declaring  himself  to  be  the  person  whom  they  sought:  which  acknowledgment  wa« 
delivered  with  such  majesty,  or  accompanied  with  such  power,  that  they  fell  to  the  ground  as  if 
struck  with  lightning.  Then  a  second  time  he  asks,  *i  whom  they  sought,'*  and  told  them 
again,  he  was  the-  person :  by  all  this  shei>ving  that  he  could  not  be  apprehended,  but  with  his 
own  consent,  and  that  he  did  now  willingly  yield  himself  up  into  their  hands. 

This  ought  to  fill  us  with  respect  for  the  Lord  Jesus,  at  once  admiring  his  dignity,  and  his 
condescension. 

And  this  shews,  that  if  afterwards  he  does  not  deliver  himself,  or  escape  from  his  enemies,, 
but  submits  to  all  the  evils  which  they  are  disposed  to  inflict  upon  him,  it  is  not  because  he  is 
not  able  to  save  himself;  but  because  he  resigns  himself  to  those  sufferings,  it  being  the  will  of 
God,  for  the  good  of  mei,  that  he  should  so  acquiesce,  and  thereby  afford  an  example  of  con- 
summate patience,  confirm  his  important  doctrine;  and  draw  men  to  him,  and  bring  them  to 
high  degrees  of  virtue  here,  and  of  glory  and  happiness  hereafter. 

3. .  The  next  thing  to  be  observed  by  us  is  the  demand  which  he  makes  for  the  liberty  of  his 
disciples.  As  it  follows  in  St.  John^s  gospel :  "  Jesus  answered:  I  have  told  you,  that  I  am  he. 
If  therefore  ye  seek* me,  let  these  go  their  way;  That  the  saying  might  be  fulfilled,  which  he 
spake :  Of  them  which  thou  gavest  me  1  have  lost  none,*'  John  xviii.  8,  9- 

This  is  another  proof  that  the  mind  of  the  blessed  Jesus  was  not  discomposed  by  the  indigo 
nities  already  offered  to  him,  or  the  sufferings  which  he  expected  to  befall  him.  He  yields  up 
himself,  but  secures  his  disciples,  who  were  not  yet  qualified  for  great  trials,  and  whose  life  was 
necessary  for  spreading  his  doctrine  in  the  world,  afler  he  should  rise  again. 

We  nere  also  evidently  discern,  not  only  the  tender  compassion  and  faithful  care  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  for  those  whom  he  had  called  to  follow  him,  and  be  with  him,  but  also  the  over- 
ruling conduct  of  Divine  Providence  in  this  event,  the  death  of  the  Messiah.  It  is  indeed  a 
surprising  thing.  But  it  is  not  without  a  divine  permission.  It  was  the  interest  of  the  enemies 
of  Jesus,"  and  his  doctrine,  to  take  off  his  disciples,  his  constant  followers,  together  with  him. 
And  if  he  was  judged  to  be  criminal,  they  must  be  reckoned  so  likewise.  But  the  high  priests 
and  rulers  had  not  power  so  much  as  to  apprehend  and  imprison  one  of  them. 

Christ  having  authoritatively  and  effectually  demanded  safety  and  liberty  for  his  disciples, 
they  soon  after  this  withdrew,  most  of  them,  whilst  one  or  two  of  them  followed  afar,  off*  to  see 
the  end. 

4.  The  next  thing,  which  immediately  follows  in  St.  John^s  gospel,  is  the,  resistance  made  by 
Peter.  Which  is  in  part  related  also  by  the  other  Evangelists,  except  that  they  have  not  men- 
tioned that  disciple  by  name. 

Says  SU  John:  "  Then  Simon  Peter  having  a  sword,  drew  it,  and  smote  the  high  priest^s 
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servant,  and  cut  off  his  right  ear.  Then  said  Jesus  unto  Peter:  Put  up  thy  sword  into  the 
sheath.  The  cup,  which  my  Father  has  given  me,  shall  I  not  drink  it?"  John  xviii.  10,  11. 
We  must  take  a  part  of  this  history  as  related  by  others.  In  Matthew :  "  Then  said  Jesus  unto 
him:  Put  up  again  thy  sword  into  its  place.  tW  all  they  that  take  the  sword,  shall  perish  with 
the  sword.  Thinkest  thou,  that  I  cannot  now  pray  to  my  Father,  and  he  shall  give  me  more 
than  twelve  legions  of  angels?  But  how  then  shall  the  scriptures  be  fulfilled,  that  thus  it  must 
be  ?  '*  Matt.  xxvi.  52—54.  In  St.  Luke :  **  And  one  of  them,"  that  is,  of  the  disciples,  **  smote 
the  servant  of- the  high  priest,  and  cut  off  his  right  ear.  And  Jesus  answered,  and  said:  Sufifer 
ye  thus  far.  And  he  touched  his  ear,  and  healed  him,"  Luke  xxii.  51,  52.  St.  Mark:  *«  And 
they  laid  their  hands  on  him  and  took  him.  And  one  of  them  that  stood  by,  drew  a  sword,  and 
smote  a  servant  of  the  high  priest,  and  cut  off  his  ear,"  Mark  xiv.  46,  4?. 

Certainly  Jesus  appears  great  in  this  place.  He  had  already  done  what  might  be  sufficient 
to  satisfy  every  one,  that  he  was  willing  to  submit  to  the  trial  that  was  coming  upon  him,  how 

freat  soever  it  might  prove,  and  whatever  should  be  the  issue  of  this  attempt  of  his  enemies  upon 
is  liberty.  Nevertheless  his  faithful  and  affectionate  disciples  are  still  uneasy  and  perplexea  to 
a  great  degree.  And  one  of  them  makes  resistance,  takes  the  swordj  and  wounds  one  of  the 
officers,  who  came  to  seize  his  Lord  and  Master.  This  was  a  testimony  of  sincere  affection  and 
zeal :  and  our  Lord  must  have  been  sensibly  touched  with  it.  This  was  one  of  the  bitter  ingre* 
dients  of  his  cup :  the  sorrow  and  anguish  of  mind  which  his  disgraces  and  other  sufferings 
caused  in  his  disciples.  But  observe  the  alacrity  with  which  he  takes  it,  and  the  superior  regard 
which  he  has  for  the  will  of  God  above  all  private  interests  of  his  disciples,  whom  he  tosderly 
loved,  as  well  as  above  his  own.  "  The  cup,  which  my  Father  has  given  me,  shall  I  not  drink 
it?  Thinkest  thou  that  I  cannot  now  pray  to  my  Father,  and  he  would  give  me  more  than 
twelve  legions  of  angels?"  These  things  more  especially  concerning  tlie  disciples.  However, 
the  officers  likewise,  and  all  present,  were  hereby  instructed. 

Let  us  then  take  notice  of  this,  as  another  proof  of  the  fortitude  and  the  meekness  of  Jesus, 
and  his  complete  resignation  to  the  whole  will,  and  all  the  appointments  of  the  Father. 

Christ  did  not  suffer  as  he  did,  because  he  could  not  save  himself:  but  for  great  and  valuable 
ends,  the  glory  of  God,  th^  interests  of  truth,  and  the  welfare  of  men,  he  submitted  and 
acquiesced. 

5.  What  follows  is  the  actual  apprehending  of  Jesus. 

In  St,.  John:  "  Then  the  band,  and  the. captain,  and  the  officers  of  the  Jews,  took  Jesus,  and 
bound  him,"  John  xviii.  12.  In  St.  Matthew :  "  In  that  same  hour  said  Jesus  unto  the  multi* 
tudes :  Are  ye  come  out  as  against  a  thief,  with  swords  and  staves,  to  take  me  ?  I  sat  daily  with 
you  teaching  in  the  temple,  and  ye  laid  no  hold  on  me.  But  all  this  was  done,  that  the  scriptures 
might  be  fumlled.  Then  all  the  disciples  forsook  him  and  fled,*'  Matt.  xxvi.  55^  5Q.  Compare 
Mark  xiv.  48 — 50.  In  St.  Luke  thus :  "  Then  Jesus  said  unto  the  chief  priests  and  captains  of 
the  temple,  and  the  elders,  which  were  come  to  him:  Be  ye  come  out  as  against  a  thief;  with 
swords  and  staves  ?  When  I  was  daily  with  you  in  the  temple,  ye  stretched  forth  no  hands 
against  mc.     But  this  is  your  hour,  and  the  power  of  darkness,**  Luke  xxii.  52,  53. 

In  this  occurrence,  I  apprehend,  we  discern  the  sensibility  of  our  Lord*s  frame,  and  that  he 
was  affected  with  this  great, indignity:  that  he  was  sought  ibr,  and  taken  up  in  the  night  as  a 
thief,  or  ordinary  offender  against  the  peace  of  society.  But  though  he  is  affected,  he  does  not 
faint,  or  sink  under  the  vil?  abuse.  He  teaches  the  men  present  the  iniquity  of  their  proceeding, 
and  of  the  designs  of  those  from  whom  they  came.  He  also  satisfies  and  composes  himself,  and 
likewise  obviates  their  triumph  on  account  of  their  seeming  success  in  getting  him  into  their 
hands,  saying:  "  But  this  is  your  hour,  and  the  power  of  darkness.*'  •  Ybu  could  not  seize  me 

*  before:  nor  until  I  had  fully  taught  the  will  of  God,  and  finished  the  work,  which  the  Father 

<  had  given  me  to  do.    But  now  is  come  the  time  when  Divine  Providence,  for  wise  reasons  and 

*  great  ends  and  purposes,  permits  your  wicked  counsels  to  take  place.    And  though  the  circum* 

*  stances  in  which  I  now  am,  are  indeed,  as  to  outward  appearance,  dishonourable  and  disgrace- 

<  ful,  I  acquiesce,  and  yield  myself  to  you,  and  even  submit  to  be  bound:  though  you  have  no 
'  reason  to  think  that  I  should  attempt  to  make  an  escape.     It  is  not  your  power  to  which  I  am 

*  subject^  and  by  which  I  am  overcome.     But  it  is  the  will  of  God,  to  which  1  submit,  and 

*  resign  myself.' 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TVie  Greatness  qf  Jesus  in  his  last  Siffferhigs.  165 

It  18  not  easy  to  proceed^  without  pbserving  the  sad  instances  which  appear  here  of  the  hard- 
ness of  men's  hearts,  and  of  an  obstinate  disposition  of  mind. 

One  instance  is  that  of  Judas,  whom  Jesus  had  kindly  and  solemnly  warned  more  than  once, 
intimating  beforehand,  that  "  one  of  the  twelve  would  betray  him,'*  and  saying :  "  Wo6  be  to 
that  man  by  whom  the  Son  of  man  is  betrayed."  Yet  this  wicked  disciple  proceeded  to  execute 
the  base  purpose  which  he  had  conceived  in  his  mind. 

Another  is  that  of  the  Jewish  servants  and  officers :  who,  notwithstanding  the  knowledge 
which  they  must  before  have  had  of  the  character  of  Jesus,  and  notwithstanding  wliat  they  now 
heard  from  him,  and  saw  in  him,  performed  the  orders  which  they  had  received,  and  laid  hands 
on  Jesus,  and  bound  him,  to  carry  him  to  the  ])riests  and  elders.  Some  such  officers,  having 
formerly  received  a  like  order,  returned  without  obeying  it:  and  when  asked:  "  Why  they  hail 
not  brought  him,"  answered:  "  Never  man  spake  like  this  man,**  John  vii.  46.  So  might  these 
have  alleged  this  reason  for  not  bringing  him :  "  Never  was  there  any  man  so  great  and  ex- 
cellent as  he/* 

May  we  be  always  preserved  from  such  hardness  of  heart.  Let  us  not  neglect  the  remon- 
strances of  conscience.  Let  us  subm  t  to  admonitior.  If  we  eiXdv  into  wrong  designs,  let  us  not 
persist  in  them.  Let  us  quit  and  forsake  them  when  we  find  that  they  are  disapproved  of  God, 
and  contrary  to  reason." 

Thejr  who  had  apprehended  our  Lord,  first  had  him  to  Annas,  who  sent  him  to  Caiaphas, 
at  that  time  high  priest.  Which  is  a  particular  related  by  St.  John  only:  **  Then  the  band  and 
obtain  and  officers  took  Jesus,  and  bound  him,  and  led  him  away  to  Annas  first.  For  he  was 
father-in-law  to  Caiaphas,  who  was  the  high  priest  that  year  Now  Annas  had  sent  him  bound 
unto  Caiaphas  the  high  priest,'*  John  xviii.  12,  13,  S*. 

6.  What  we  are  therefore  next  to  take  notice  of  in  the  sixth  place,  is,  what  first  happened 
at  the  house  of  Caiaphas  the  high  priest.  "  The  high  priest  then  asked  Jesus  of  his  disciples, 
and  of  his  doctrine.  Jesus  answered  him:  I  spake  openly  to  the  world,  I  ever  taught  in  the 
synagogue,  and  in  the  temple,  whither  the  Jews  always  resort.  And  in  secret  have  I  said 
nothing,**  John  xviii.  19,  20.     That  is,  <  I  have  taken  all  proper  opportunities  of  speaking  in 

*  the  most  public  places.     And  if  at  any  time  I  have  taught  my  disciples  privately,  there  is 

•  no  reason  to  think,  that  any  thing  was  then  said  by  me  difterent  from  the  tenour  of  the  doc* 
•trine  taught  by  me  in  places  of  the  most  general  resort.*  "  Why  askest  thou  me?  Ask 
them  which  heard  me,  what  I  have  said  unto  them.  Behold,  they  know  what  I  have  said,** 
vcr.  21. 

Every  oiie  must  be  sensible  of  the  propriety  of  this  answer.  It  was  not  a  time  for  our  Lord 
to  rehearse  the  doctrine  which  he  had  taught,  or  to  apologize  for  it,  and  demonstrate  the  inno- 
cence of  it,  or  that  it  had  no  bad  tendency.  The  high  priest*s  question  was  improper  ■  and  un- 
seasonable.    And  our  Lord  justly  exposed  it  by  his  answer. 

Nevertheless,  as  it  follows  in  St.  John:  "  When  he  had  thus  spoken,  one  of  the  officers,  who 
stood  by,  struck  Jesus  with  the  palm  of  his  hand,  saying:  Answerest  thou  the  high  priest  so? 
Jesus  answered  him:  If  I  have  spoken  evil,  bear  witness  of  the  evil-:  but  if  well,  why  smitest 
tlvou  me?**  ver.  22,  23.  Which  certainly  shews  full  composure  of  mind,  and  gr^at  meekness. 
He  does  not  exert  his  power  for  punishing  so  heinous  an  indignity;  but  calmly  shews  the 
iniquity  of  the  treatment  just  given  nim  :  his  answer  to  the  high  priest  having  been  very  just, 
implying  the ,  consciousness  of  his  innocence,  and  the  impropriety  of  the  question  put  by  the 
Iiigh  priest  to  a  person  brought  before  him  as  upon  triaL 

7.  In  the  next  place,  seventhly,  we  are  to  observe  the  farther  proceedings  before  the  high 
priest,  which  are  rather  more  regular,  though  altogether  unrighteous,  they  by  whom  they  endea- 
voured to  convict  Jesus  being  false  witnesses.  **  Now  the  chief  priests  and  elders  and  all  the  council 
sought  false  witness  against  JesUs  to  put  him  to  death;  but  found  none.  Yea,  though  many  false 
witnesses  came,  yet  found  they  none.  At  the  last  came  two  false  witnesses,  and  said:  This  man 
said,  I  am  able  to  destroy  the  temple  of  God,  and  to  build  it  in.  three  days.  And  the  high  priest 
arose,  and  said  unto  him:  Answerest  thou  nothing?  What  is  it  that  these  witness  against  thee? 
But  Jesus  held  his  peace,"  Matt.  xxvi.  59—62.  St.  Mark  also  relating  this  transaction,  says, 
«•  But  he  held  his  peace,  and  answered  nothing,*'  ch.  xiv.  60. 

*  If  anjr  »hould  find  the  fii-st  part  of  this  sermon  too  long  to  be  read  at  once,  here  may  be  a  proper  pause. 
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The  silence  of  our  Lord  upon  tliis  occasion  deserves  notice,  as  highly  becoming  a  person  of 
a  distinguished  character,  and  known  innocence:  especially  when  men,  sitting  in  judgment  as 
magistrates^  shew  themselves  destitute  of  a  regard  to  justice  and.  equity,  and  betray  a  mali- 
icious  design  to  put  a  man  to  death,  though  they  have  no  evidence  against  him,  and  the  witnesses 
1:hat  appear,  at  their  procurement,  are  inconsisten|,  and  do  not  agree  together.  We  shall  have 
occasion,  as  we  proceed,  to  observe  more  than  once  this  proof  of  our  Lord's  greatness :  I  mean 
his  silence. 

However  it  follows  in  St.  Matthew :  "  And  the  high  priest  answered  and  said  imto  him :  I 
edjure  thee  by  the  living  God,  that  thou  tell  us,  whether  thou  be  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  God? 
Jesus  saith  unto  him,  Thou  hast  said:*'  Matt.  xxvi.  63—66;  that  is,  it  is  as  thou  hast  twud. 
You  have  rightly  expressed  the  character  which  I  claim.  "  Nevertheless  1  say  unto  you:'*  not- 
withstanding the  meanness  of  my  present  appearance:  and  though  at  this  present  time  I  say  and 
wdo  nothing  beside  what  has  been  manifested  in  my  past  life  for  justifying  this  claim  and 
character,  I  do  assure  you:  "  Hereafter  ye  will  see  the  Son  of  man  sitting  on  the  right  hand  of 
power,  and  coming  in  the  clouds  of  heaven.  Then  the  high  priest  rent  his  clothes,  and  said:  He 
nas  spoken  blasphemy.  What  further  need  have  we  of  witnesses  ?  Behold,  now  ye  have  heard 
liis  blasphemy.  What  think  ye?  They  answered,  and  said:  He  is  guilty  of  death;'*  or  deserves 
to  be  put  to  death. 

Here  again  we  see  our  Lord's  excellent  behaviour.  Though  he  had  been  silent  hitherto,  yet 
being  adjured  in  the  name  of  God,  he  answers  readily  and  distinctly;  even  though  he  could  not 
but  very  well  know  the  perverse  use  which  the  council  would  make  of  it,  and  that  they  would 
.charge  him  with  blasphemy,  as  if  the  claim  was  without  ground. 

Here  therefore  we  perceive  the  truth,  and  the  courage  of  our  Lord.  In  the  time  of  his 
public  preaching  he  proved  himself  to  be  the  Christ,  or  the  Messiah,  by  his  discourses  and  his 
works.  But  he  seldom  said  expressly,  that  he  was  the  Messiah,  for  avoiding  ostentation,  and 
for  preventing  the  abuse,  which  some  might  have  made  of  such  a  declaration,  and  the  bad  con- 
sequences that  might  have  ensued,  considering  how  many  supposed  a  temporal  power  and 
Idngdom  to  be  annexed  to  that  character.  But  now,  when  the  declaration  could  be  attended 
with  no  bad  consequences  to  others,  Jie  freely  makes  it:  though  it  would  soon  expose  him  to  a 
^ame  of  blasphemy,  which  would  be  deemed  worthy  of  death. 

j5i  this  profession,  now  made,  there  is  much  majesty,  unspeakable  goodness,  and  admirable 
-wisdom  and  discretion.  The  majesty  is  evident.  There  is  also  goodness,  in  foretelling  the 
glory  and  power  to  which  he  should  be  advanced,  and  in  which  he  should  come  to  punish  the 
determined  and  implacable  enemies  of  truth  and  virtue.  It  was,  I  say,  great  goodness  to  warn  and 
admonish  those  who  had  given  such  proofs  of  hardness  of  heart,  of  the  guilt  they  would  contract, 
and  the  miseries  they  would  be  in  danger  of,  if  they  should  proceed  to  condemn  him.  And  the 
discretion  is  admirable,  in  delivering  that  kind  and  compassionate  instruction  and  warning; 
without  any  diminution  of  his  greatness. 

8.  Eighthly,  the  next  thing  which  offers  itself  to  us,  is  the  behaviour  of  Peter,  whose  repeated 
denial  happened  at  this  season,  whilst  our  Saviour  was  in  the  house  of  Caiaphas. 

There  is  rto  need  that  I  should  insert  here  any  of  the  accounts  of  this  matter,  in  any  of  the 
Evangelists;  it  bein^  well  known  to  every  one,  that  this  disciple,  partly  out  of  curiosity,  partly 
i0ut  ofesteena  and  affection  for  Jesus,  had  followed  him  into  the  high  priest's  halL  At  this  time, 
when  Jesus  was  before  the  high  priest  and  elders  and  the  council  of  the  Jews*  Peter  at  some 
fimall  distance,  in  the  lower  part  of  the  hall,  as  a  stranger,  and  among  persons  chiefly  of  lower 
rank,  baing  challenged  as  a  disciple  of  Jesus,  thrice  denied  it,  or  that  he  had  any  knowledge  of 
him,  and  endeavoured  to  corroborate  what  he  said  with  oaths  and  imprecations,  the  more  effec- 
tually to  secure  his  own  safety. 

This  must  ha\  e  been  very  affecting  to  our  Lord:  that  a  disciple  of  his,  and  one  of  the  chief, 
a:nd  most  iavoured,  should  act  so  unsuitably  to  his  obligations  and  solemn  professions.  But 
behold  the  complete  composure  of  our  Lord's  mind.  He  is  not  so  offended  at  the  bad  conduct 
of  his  disciple,  nor  so  concerned  about  the  malicious  and  artful  proceedings  of  the  council, 
before  whom  he  stood,  but  he  takes  care  of  Peter:  "  He  turned  and  looked  upon  Peter,*' 
Luke  xxii.  "til,  with  earnestness  and  tenderness.  And  by  that  piercing  and  gracious  look;  his 
recovered  this  fallen  disciple^  who  then,  not  being  longer  able  to  bear  company,  and  wanting  a 
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place  of  retirement  to  bemoan  his  own  falsehood  and  inconstancy,  **  went  out  and  wept  bitterly/^ 
ver.  62,  and  Matt.  xxvi.  75. 

9.  In  the  ninth  place  we  will  observe  the  history  of  our  Lord's  first  appearance  before  Pilate. 
"  When  the  morning  was  come,  all  the  chief  priests  and  elders  of  ^he  people  took  counsel  against 
Jesus  to  put  him  to  death.  And  when  they  had  bound  him,  they  led  him  away,  and  delivered 
him  to  Pontius  Pilate  the  governor,*'  Matt,  xxvii.  1,  2.  And  Jesus  stood  before  the  governor. 
And  the  governor  asked  him,  saying:  Art  thou  the  king  of  the  Jews?  And  Jesus  said  unto  him: 
Thou  sayest,*'  ver.  1 1 ;  that  is,  it  is  as  thou  sayest.  You  have  rightly  expressed  my  character.  I 
acknowledge  myself  to  be  the  king  of  the  Jews.  Thus  our  Lord  here  professes  again  plainly  the 
same  thing  which  he  had  said  before  the  Jewish  council :  whatever  bad  use  might  be  made  of  it, 
to  his  detriment. 

St.  Matthew's  account  is  just,  but  it  is  very  concise  and  summair.  Therefore,  though  we 
ouffht  to  study  brevity,  I  think  we  should  take  in  also  a  part  of  St.  John's  account,  which  is  more 
full.  "  Then  Pilate  entered  into  the  judgment  hall  again,  and  called  Jesus,  and  said  unto  him : 
Art  thou  the  king  of  the  Jews  ?  Jesus  answered  him  :  Sayest  thou  this  thing  of  thyself,  or  did 
others  tell  it  thee  of  me  ?  Pilate  answered.  Am  I  a  Jew  ?  Thy  own  nation  and  the  chief  priests  have 
delivered  thee  unto  me.  What  hast  thou  done  ?  Jesus  answered :  My  kingdom  is  not  of  this 
world.  If  my  kingdom  were  of  this  world,  then  would,  my  servants  fight,  that  I  should  not  be 
delivered  up  to  the  Jews.  But  now  is  my  kingdom  not  from  hence.  Pilate  therefore  said  unto 
him:  Art  thou  a  king  then?  Jesus  answered:  Thou  sayest,  that  I  am  a  king.  To  this  end  was  I 
bom,  and  for  this  end  came  I  into  this  world,  tliat  1  should  bear  witness  to  the  truth.  Every 
one  that  is  of  the  truth,  heareth  my  voice." 

By  which  we  perceive,  that  our  Lord  was  not  unwilling  to  speak  when  there  was  occasion  : 
and  that,  being  fully  composed  in  his  mind,  when  he  speaks  his  words  are  wise  and  proper.  He 
not  only  undauntedly  acknowledges  his  character  of  the  Messiah,  but  Pilate  being  a  stranger,  he 
condescends  also  to  give  him  some  information  concerning  the  nature  of  his  kingdom,  and  of  the 
title  which  he  assumed^  of  "  the  king  of  the  Jews:"  letting  him  know,  that  it  was  not  a  worldly 
kingdom,  supported  by  sanctions  of  worldly  rewards  and  punishments,  human  force  and  authority, 
but  is  a  kingdom  of  truth:  and  that  his  design  was  to  bear  testimony  to  truth,  especially  religious 
truth;  the  interest  of  which  is  supported  and  carried  on  by  reason  and  argument  only,  and  by 
appeals  to  the  understanding.  Judgment  and  conscience  of  men.  Such  a  king  I  am  :  and  every 
one  who  is  a  lover  of  truth,  will  receive  me  for  his  Lord  and  Master,  and  become  my  disciple 
and  follower.  Thus,  as  St.  Paul  says,  **  Jesus  Christ  before  Pontius  Pilate  witnessed  a  good^ 
confession,"  1  Tim.  vi.  13. 

It  is  added  in  St.  Matthew,  in  the  place  before  quoted:  "  And  when  he  was  accused  of  the* 
chief  priests  and  elders,  he  answered  nothing.  Then  saith  Pilate  unto  him:  Hearest  thou  not, 
how  many  things  they  witness  against  thee?  And  he  answered  him  never  a  word:  insomuch 
that  the  governor  marvelled  greatly,"  Matt,  xxvii.  12 — 14.  Our  Lord  having  said  what  was 
sufficient  to  give  Pilate  satisfaction  concerning  the  nature  of  his  claim,  and  the  innocence  of  his 
behaviour,  if  Pilate  was  impartial  and  equitable,  as  related  in  St.  John,  he  refused  to  plead  any 
longer.  That  would  have  looked  like  disputing  and  arguing;  which  was  below  his  dignity,  and 
unsuitable  to  his  present  circumstances. 

JO.  There  is  another  thing,  in  the  tenth  place,  mentioned  by  St.  Luke,  which  we  cannot 
overlook,  the  appearance  of  Jesus  before  Herod  the  Tetrarch.  "Then  said  Pilate .  unto  the 
chief  priests,  and  to  the  people :  I  find  no  f^ult  in  this  man.  And  they  were  the  more  fierce, 
saying,  he  stirreth  up  the  people,  teaching  throughout  all  Judea,  beginning  from  Galilee  unto  this 
place.  As  soon  as  he  knew  that  he  belonged  to  Herod's  jurisdiction,  he  sent  him  to  Herod, 
-who  was  also  at  Jerusalem  at  that  time.  And  when  Herocl  saw  Jesus,  he  was  exceeding  glad  : 
for  he  was  desirous  to  see  him  of  a  long  season,  because  he  had  heard  many  things  of  him,  and 
he  hoped  to  have  seen  a  miracle  done  by  him.  Then  he  questioned  him  in  many  words:  but  he 
answered  him  nothing.  And  the  chief  priests  and  scribes  stood  and  vehemently  accused  him  i 
and  Herod  with  his  men  of  war  set  him  at  nought,  and  mocked  him,  and  arrayed  him  in  a  gor- 
geous robe,  and  sent  him  again  to  Pilate,'*  Luk^  xxiii.  4 — 11. 

Here  we  see  our  Lord's  continued  meekness  and  patience,  in  submitting  to  be  thus  sent 
from  one  to  another,  and  enduring  all  manner  of  scons  and  insults  without  complaint.^  We 
likewise  see  his  true  greatness.     He  works  not  any  miracle  before  Herod,  either  of  salvation  or 
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destruction ;  though  this  last  might  have  been  justly  done.  He  says  not  a  word  by  way  of 
apology  for  himself,  his  innocence  being  conspicuous,  and  all  the  accusations  brought  against 
him  false  and  groundless.  Our  Lord's  behaviour  is  admirable.  If  he  had  not  been  a  person  of 
consummate  wisdom,  and  had  not  now  had  the  full  command  of  himself,  he  might  have  been  in- 
duced  to  exert  his  power  in  performing  some  work  of  an  extraordinary  kind,  or  to  say  some- 
thing strongly  in  his  own  behalf:  but  his  silence  and  inaction  are  more  becoming.  He  behaves 
as  one  ought  to  do,  who  had  wrought  such  miracles  as  he  had  done,  many  of  them-  in  the  terri- 
tories of  Herod,  who  might  have  infoimed  himself  concerning  them  if  he  had  pleased :  and  as 
became  him  in  the  presence  of  that  man  who  had  unrighteously  put  John  the  Baptist  to  death, 
and  still  lived  in  the  sins  for  which  he  had  been  reproved  by  him,  and  now  added  the  prodigious 
sin  and  folly  of  insulting,  and  contemptuously  ridiculing  and  mocking  a  man,  concerning  whom 
many  great  things  had  been  reported  to  him,  and  in  whom  no  fault  had  been  found,  after  a  very 
public  life,'  into  which  the  strictest  inquiries  had  been  made. 

11.  Now  we  are  led  to  take  notice  of  the  demand  made  by  the  people,  at  the  instigation  of 
the  rulers,  that  Barabbas  might  be  delivered  to  them. 

For  Pilate  was  convince^  that  in  this  cause  tlie  chief  men  of  the  Jews  had  been  actuated 
by  envy:  therefore  he  put  the  people  in  mind  of  a  custom  they  had  for  him  to  release  to  them  a 
prisoner  at  that  feast.  And  the  more  to  incline  them  in  favour  of  Jesus,  he  proposed  him  to 
them,  together  with  another,  who  was  infamous,  or  as  St.  Matthew  styles  him,  a  "  notable 
prisoner,**  Matt,  xxvii.  16,  or  notorious  transgressor,  whose  crimes  are  more  particularly  put 
down  in  the  other  Evangelists.  Mark  xv.  7 ;  Luke  xxiii.  25  ;  John  xviii.  40.  The  governor 
answered,  and  said  unto  them.  Whether  of  the  two  will  ye  that  I  release  unto  you  ?  They  said, 
JSarabbas.  Pilate  said  unto  them.  What  then  shall  I  do  with  Jesus,  who  is  called  Christ?  They 
all  said  unto  him:  Let  him  be  crucified,'*  ver.  21,  22. 

How  provoking  is  this !  Yet  not  m\e  word  proceeds  from  Jesus.  He  might  indeed  justly 
have  spoken  out,  and  addressed  himself  to  the  people,  and  all  present,  saying,  <  O  shameful  in- 

*  dignity !  O  unexampled  preference !  Do  you  not  know  the  aemerits  of  the  prisoner,  whom  you 

*  desire  to  have  released  unto  you  ?  And  do  you  demand  that  I  should  be  put  to  death  ?  Have 

*  you  never  been  present  at  my  discourses  in  the  temple  or  the  synagogues  ?  Have  you  never 

*  seen  or  heard  of  any  of  the  mighty  works  done  by  me,  equalling  or  exceeding  those  done  by 

*  any  of  your  prophets,  Moses  himself  not  excepted  ?    Have  you  forgot  your  own  loud  and 

*  cheerful  acclamations,  and  the  solemn  and  willing  pomp  with  which  you  lately  conducted  me 
f  into  tliis  city,  saying,  "  Hosannah  to  the  Son  of  David :  blessed  is  he  that  cometh  in  the  name 

*  of  the  Lord!*'*  These  and  other  things  might  have  been  justly  and  properly  said.  But  our 
Lord's  silence  is  greater  than  all  words ;  more  significant  and  moving  than  the  most  pathetic 
speech  that  could  be  made. 

12.  The  last  thing  to  be  mentioned  here  is  the  sentence  pronounced  by  Pilate. 

Says  St.  John:  "  When  Pilate  therefore  heard  that  saying,  he  brought  Jesus  forth,  and  sat 

down  in  the  judgment  seat Then  delivered  he  him  therefore  to  them  to  be  crucified,*' 

John  xix.  13,  16.  To  the  like  purpose  in  gt  Matthew,  chap.  xxii.  26;  and  St.  Mark, 
chap.  XV.  15.  Or,  as  in  St.  Luke,  chap,  xxiii.  24,  25.  **  And  Pilate  gave  sentence,  that  it 
should  be  as  they  required — and  he  delivered  Jesus  to  their  will." 

That  is  the  sentence.  But  it  may  be  perceived,  that  for  the  sake  of  brevity,  I  pass  over 
divers  things,  which  happened  at  this  time:  the  scourging  ordered  by  Pilate,  the  derisions  and 
insults  of  tJie  soldiers,  **  who  platted  a  crown  of  thorns,  and  put  it  upon  his  head,  and  put  on 
him  a  purple  robe,  and  said:  Hail,  king  of  the  Jews.  And  tney  smote  him  on  the  head  with  a 
reed,  and  spat  upon  him,  and  bowing  their  knees,  worshipped  him:"  that  is,  derided  him  with 
many  tokens  of  mock-honour  and  respect. 

It  was  amazing  meekness  in  our  Lord,  to  bear  all  this  treatment  without  punishing  it:  true 
greatness  to  make  no  remonstrances  against  such  crying  abuse.  This  was  not  a  time  for  him  to 
Use  earnest  expostulations  or  loud  complaints.  His  *  former  life  testified  his  innocence,  and 
condemned  all  accusations  brought  against  him,  and  covered  with  shame  the  indignities  offered 

•  'O  fisv  cuttjp  xaj  xu;<o;  yftaw  Ir^arsg  Xoirog,  ^iviof/Mptv-      Kptirtug  yeyovivai  ^cw^^  t^X^^f  ''^  ^Jofto^^iay,  umt 
i^l^tvOf,  warra  ny  fiiov  ta'jrif,  kou  ras  tv  luSai^ts  ^pa^is,     1.  i.  in. 
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to  him,  and  those  by  whom  they  were  offered.  He  therefore  was  silent,  and  referred  himself 
to  the  judgment  of  God:  as  St.  Peter  says  admirably:  "  Who  when,  he  was  re\aled,  reviled  not 
a^in :  when  he  suffered,  he  threatened  not :  but  committed  himself  to  him  who  judgeth 
righteously,'*  1  Pet.  ii.  23. 

Sect.  !!•  Having  already  observed  the  account  of  our  Lord's  being  apprehended,  with  the 
circumstances  of  it,  and  many  marks  of  meekness  and  greatness  therein,  and  the  history  of  our 
.Lord's  being  carried  to  Annas  and  Caiaphas,  and  then  to  Pontius  Pilate  the  Roman  governor  in 
Judea,  with  the  indignities  there  cast  upon  him,  and  his  admirable  behaviour  upon  every  occasion, 
till  Pilate  unwillingly  pronounced  sentence  that  he  might  be  crucified : 

I  now  proceed  to  the  remaining  part  of  this  affecting  history,  written  indeed,  as  every  other 
part  of  the  gospels  is,  without  ornaments  and  embellishments,  and  without  any  designed  artifice 
to  raise  the  passions,  being  throughout  only  plain  relations  of  matters  of  fact,  with  their  several 
circiunstances.  Which,  however,  being  for  that  very  reason  the  more  apparently  credible,  are 
moving  in  a  great  degree,  and  afford  ground  for  many  just  reflections  and  observations,  and 
secure  the  truest  respect  and  esteem  for  him  whose  history  is  here  related. 

1.  Our  Lord  is  now  carried  away  to  the  common  place  of  execution,  without  the  city  of 
Jerusalem,  bearing  his  own  cross  according  to  the  custom  of  the  Romans,  till  he  having  been 
much  fatigued  by  the  sufierings  already  endured,  they  compelled  another  to  carry  it,  or  help  in 
bearing  it,  holding  up  tlie  hinder  part  of  it. 

Here  offers  itself  to  our  consideration  the  answer  which  our  Lord  made  to  those  who 
lamented  and  bewailed  him.  Says  St.  Luke:  "  And  as  they  led  him  away,  they  laid  hold  upon 
one  Simon  a  Cyrenian  coming  out  of  the  country.  And  on  him  they  laid  the  cross,  that  he 
might  bear  it  after  Jesus.  And  there  followed  him  a  great  company  of  people,  and  of  women, 
which  also  bewailed  him,  and  lamented  him.  But  Jesus  turning  unto  them,  said :  Daughters  of 
Jerusalem,  weep  not  for  me,  but  weep^  for  yourselves  and  for  your  children.  For  behold  the 
days  are  coming,  in  which  they  shall  say:  Blessed^ are  the  barren,  and  [or  even]  the  wombs  that 
never  bare,  and  the  paps  which  never  gave  suck.  Then  shall  they, begin  to  say  to  the  mountains: 
Fall  on  us:  and  to  the  hills,  Cover  us.  For  if  they  do  such  things  in  a  green  tree,  what  shall  be 
done  in  the  dry  ?**  Luke  xxiii.  26.  That  is,  bewail  not  me,  but  rather  think  of  the  dreadful 
calamities  which  are  coming  upon  this  city  and  people,  for  rejecting  my  mission,  and  putting 
me  to  death,  and  for  the  other  sins  which  they  will  be  guilty  of:  even  as  I  myself*,  beholding 
this  city  some  while  ago,  wept  over  it  in  the  prospect  of*  the  heavy  judgments  impending 
over  it.  ' 

This  is  a  demonstration  of  a  most  excellent  temper.  At  tlie  very  time  that  our  Lord  id  ill- 
treated  in  the  most  unrighteous  manner,  and  has  a  near  prospect  of  the  pain  and  shame  of  the 
cross,  he  breaks  out  into  compassionate  expressions  for  his  enemies,  and  appears  to  be  touched 
with  a  concern  for  those  calamities  which  were  coming  upcm  the  most  hardened  sinners.  His. 
concern  for  them  seems  to  make  him  forget  and  overlook  hia  own  afl^tions.  That  is  the 
first  thing. 

2.  We  are  led  in  the  next  place  to  observe  our  Lord^s  refusing  a  stupffying  potion  of 
liquor  offered  to  him,  mentioned  Mark  xv.  22,  23.  *<  And  they  bring  him  to  the  place  called 
Golgotha,  which  is,  being  interpreted,  the  place  of  a  skulL  And  they  gave  him  to  drink  wine 
mingled  with  myrrh.  But  he  received  it  not.*'  It  is  probable,  that  this  was  a  draught  of^ 
generous  wine,  improved  likewise  with  spices,  and  made  intoxicating  and  stupifying  in  a- great 
degree.  It  was  either  a  potion  ordinariW  allowed  ta  malefactors  condemned  to  the  cross  :  or 
else  was  prepared  by  some  who  had  an  a^tion^  for  our  Lord,  to  abate  the  pain  of  the  piercing 
and  lingering  sufferings  which  he  was  going  to  endure  "  But  he  did  not  receive  it:**  *  being- 
determined  to  give  a  complete  example  of  patience,  by  enduring  all  the  pain  of  the  death 
assi^ed  him  without  any  abatement. 

There  is  no  need  to  add  remarks  on  this  particular.  Every  one  sees  the  composure  of  our 
Lord's  mind,  and  the  propriety  of  his  action.  To  have  received  it  might  have  been  no  dispa- 
ragement  to  a  person  of  an  ordinary  character*    But  it  was  very  becoming  Jesus  to  reject  it.. 

•  Notoii  auiem  imbibere  Christus,  quia,  ul  diximos,  onenti  exsternendse  adhibebalur.     In  cruce  antera.  pendens  postea^ 
quia  sitkbai,  «Aa*5rb  ojo/,  '*"  atcepit  acetum,*  id  est,  imbibit,  John  xix.  30.  Grot^ad  Matt.  xxvii..a4^ 
VOL.  v.  Z 
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And  yet,  whilst  he  does  what  is  a  very  great  instanq^  <rf  resolution  and  fortitude,  the  lainciple^ 
from  which  it  proceeded,  is  not  particularly  mentioned.  "  He  received  it  not/'  That  is  all 
which  is  here  saicL     Nothing  is  added  to  enhance  such  generous  self-denial. 

3.  We  now  observe  our  Lord's  prayer  for  his  enemies :  which  follows  next  after  the  words 
before  cited  from  St.  Luke,  ch.  xxiii.  32 — 34.  **  And  there  were  also  two  others,  malefactors, 
led  with  him  to  be  put  to  death.  And  when  they  were  come  to  the  place  called  Calvary,  there 
they  crucified  him,  and  the  malefactors,  one  on  the  right  hand,  and  the  other  on  the  left.  Then 
said  Jesus:  Father,  forgive  them:  for  .they  know  not  what  they  do.** 

It  is  plain,  that  it  was  now  the  beginning  of  the  crucifixion.  I  think  it  likely  that  this  com- 
passionate prayer  was  offered  up  by  our  Lord  at  the  very  time  that  they  were  nailing  his  hands 
and  feet  to  the  wood  of  the  cross,  or  else,  immediately  afterwards,  as  soon  as  the  cross  was  set 
up :  at  which  time  the  pain  felt  by  him  must  hav^  been  the  most  acute  that  can  be  conceived. 
In  this  prayer  are  divers  things  remarkable,  proofs  of  an  heroic  mind. 
Here  aroear,  at  this  time,  under  the  heaviest  load  of  ignominy,  and  the  most  painful  suf- 
ferings, a  calm  and  composed  frame,  acquiescence  in  the  disposal  of  Providence,  and  a  full  per- 
suasion of  the  favour  and  good  will  of  God. 

Toward  men  here  appear  meekness  and  benevolence.  The  mind  is  not  filled,  as  it  justly 
might,  with  bitter  resentment  and  indignation,  manifesting  itself  in  loud  complaints  of  injustice, 
appeals  to  heaven  for  the  innocence  of  the  sufierer,  and  earnest  expostulations  of  immediate 
and  exemplary  vengeance  upon  unrighteous  enemies. 

Instead  thereof,  our  Lord,  sensible  indeed  of  their  guilt,  and  conscious  of  his  own  innocence, 
and  persuaded  that  this  treatment  of  him  was  offensive  to  the  supreme  Judge,  intercedes  in 
behalf  of  those  who  were  the  instruments  of  such  pain:  desiring  that  they  might  be  forgiven, 
and  alleging  the  only  thing  that  could  alleviate  their  guilt  or  punishment:  "  they  know  not  what 
they  do."  This  may  relate  more  especially  to  the  heathen  soldiers,  the  immediate  instruments. 
But  it  will  comprehend,  and  undoubtedly  was  designed  in  favour  of  the  Jews  also,  or  many  of 
them,  whose  prejudices  prevailed  against  evidence.   So  St.  Paul  speaks  of  the  Jews  at  Jerusalem, 

Acts  xiii.  27.  " ^because  they  knew  him  not,  nor  yet  the  voices  of  the  prophets ^they  have 

fulfilled  them  in  condemning  him."  And  1  Cor.  ii.  2.  "  Had  they  known  him,  they  would 
not  have  crucified  the  Lord  of  glory."  The  like  is  said  by  St.  Peter,  Acts  iii.  I7.  "  And  now, 
brethren,  I  know,  that  through  ignorance  ye  did  it,  as  did  also  your  rulers." 

That  is  the  third  thing,  our  Lord's  compassionate  prayer  for  his  enemies.  And  we  should 
remember  the  time  when  it  was  offered:  not  before  his  passion  nor  after  it,  when  the  pain  and 
anguish  x)f  his  sufferings  were  over,  and  he  was  raised  from  the  dead :  but  at  the  time  when 
pain  and  shame,  and  every  evil  thing  that  can  be  thought  of,  concurred  to  excite  displeasure  and 
resentment. 

4.  Another  thing,  which  cannot  be  unobserved  by  us,  is  our  Lord's  amazing  patience,  and 
wonderful  silence,  und^r  all  the  reproaches  cast  upon  him  at  this  time.  So  it  follows  in  St. 
Luke,  soon  after  the  forementioned  prayer,  ch.  xxiii.  35,  36.  "  And  the  people  stood  beholding, 
and  the  rulers  also  with  them  derided  him,  saying:  He  saved  others.  Let  him  save  himself,  if  he 
he  the  Christ,  the  chosen  of  God.  And  the  soldiers  also  mocked  him,  saying :  If  thou  be  the 
king  of  the  Jews,  save  thyself."  Or  as  in  St.  Matthew,  ch.  xxvii-  39,  42,  43.  "  And  they  that 
passed  by  reviled  him,  wagging  their  heads— —Likewise  also  the  chief  priests  mocking  him, 
with  the  scribes  and  elders,  said :  He  saved  others,  himself  he  cannot  save.  If  he  be  the  king  of 
Israeli  let  him  now  come  down  from  the  cross,  and  we  will  believe  him.  He  trusted  in  God. 
Let  him  deliver  him  if  he  will  have  him." 

These  scoffs  must  have  been  very  trying.  Nevertheless  our  Lord  bears  them  meekly  and 
patiently.  He  does  not  come  down  from  the  cross  as  he  might:  nor  strike  these  blasphemers 
dead  as  he  could.  He  does  not  make  any  reply  as  he  might  have  done,  to  those  especially 
who  stood  near  the  cross:  reminding  them  of  the  innocence  of  his  life,  the  greatness  of 
liis  works,  or  any  other  demonstrative  proofs  of  the  special  regard  and  approbation  of  the 
Father.  Nor  does  he  remind  them  of  his  expected  resurrection,  which  he  had  foretold.  But 
he  silently  bears  all  the  reproaches  which  the  present  circumstance  seemed  to  justify.  This 
silence  is  greater  .than  all  words.  It  was,  as  he  said  at  the  beginning  of  this  strange  scene, 
"  their  hour,  and  the  power  of  darkness."  And  he  had  "  conimitted  himself  to  him  that 
judgeth  righteously."    He  now  therefore  meekly  endures  all,  which  the  malice  of  evil  and  pre- 
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ju^iced  men  prompted  them  to  do  to  him,  and  patiently  waited  for  the  full  vindication  which  in 
due  time  would  be  given  of  his  innocence  and  great  character/ 

5.  Another  mark  of  greatness  is  the  regard  shewn  by  our  Lord  to  the  penitent  thief  For, 
as  St.  Luke  proceeds  to  relate  in  the  forecited  twenty-third  chapter  of  his  gospel :  "  And  one 
pf  the  malefactors  railed  at  him,  saying,  If  thou  be  the  Christ,  save  thyself  and  us.**  But  he  was 
rebuked  for  it  by  the  other,  who  also  said  unto  Jesus  :  "  Lord,  remen&ber  me  when  thou  comest 
into  thy  kingdom.  And  Jesus  saith  unto  him,  Verily,  I  say  unto  thee,  this  day  chalt  thou  be 
with  me  in  paradise.** 

He  bears  all  the  reproaches  of  his  enemies  without  saying  a  word.  But  he  hears  and  answers 
the  petition  of  a  humbled,  penitent  sufferer.  This  request  of  the  malefactor  is  a  proof  that  he 
had  seen  something  very  great  and  extraordinary  in  the  person  and  behaviour  of  Jesus  imder  \m 
sufferings.  If  before  he  was  set  upon  the  cross,  he  had  some  knowledge  of  Jesus,  and  a  faith  in 
him,  as  the  Christ  (which  may  be  reckoned  probable)  yet,  undoubtedly,  his  faith  was  increased 
and  confirmed  by  the  excellent  behaviour  of  Jesus,  during  this  affKctive  and  melancholy  season^ 
And  our  Lord*s  answer  sets  before  us  another  and  manifest  instance  of  the  excellent  frame  of 
his  mind.  '*  Verily,  I  say  unto  thee.  This  day  shalt  thou  be  with  me  in  paradise.**  Which 
shews  that  his  spirit  was  not  broken,  sunk  down,  and  dejected  by  the  continued  scene  of  various 
afflictions  of  the  most  trying  nature.  He  is  still  composed.  He  is  persuaded  of  the  happy  issue 
of  all.     He  knows  his  own  innocence,  and  eyes  the  reward  set  before  him.     He  receives  the 

Erofession  made  of  a  belief  in  his  character  and  kingdom.     He  shews  his  approbation  of  it,  and 
is  satisfaction  therein:  and  with  full  authority  he  promises  a  place  that  very  day  in  paradise* 
How  great  is  Jesus  here!  He  triumphs  every  wnere :  and  how  glorious  is  this  triumph  f  On  the 
cross,  during  the  very  time  of  his  most  ignominious  sufferings,  he  carries  on,  and  accomplishes- 
his  great  design  of  converting  and  saving  sinners.     Truly  the  Pharisees  had  still  cause  of  envy 
jmd  indignation.     They  were  before  offended,  because  smners  resorted  to  him  to  hear  him,  and^ 
he  taught  them:  or  because  he  received  them,  and  comforted  them  with  assurance  of  pardon^, 
when  they  gave  tokens  of  compunction  and  repentance.     They  make  him  sufier  with  sinners, 
yea  with  malefactors.     And  one  of  them  openly  professes  faith  in  him,  and  humbly  seeks  to 
him,.     And  Jesus  receives  him,  and  promises  liim  immediate  admission,  together  with  himself, . 
into  paradise. 

In  a  word,  Jesus  is  the  same  every  where.  And  on  the  cross  he  receives  penitent  sinners 
with  like  readiness  and  satisfaction,  as  when  sitting  at  table  in  the  house  of  a  l?harisee.  Such 
uniformity  is  there  in  his  life  and  in  his  death! 

6.  Another  thing  very  observable  is  the  regard  that  Jesus  shewed  to  his  mother  Mary. 
"  Now  there  stood  by  the  cross  of  Jesus,  his  mother  and  his  mother*s  sister,  Mary  the  wife  of 
Cleophas,  and  Maiy  Magdalen.  When  therefore  Jesus  saw  his  mother  and  the  disciple  standing 
b^,  whom  he  loved,  he  saith  unto  his  mother:  Woman,  behold  thy  son.  Then  saith  he  to  the 
disciple:  Behold  thy  mother.  And  from  that  hour  that  disciple  took  her  to  his  own  home,** 
John  xix.  25;r-.27. 

Certainly  never  was  there  a  greater  instance  of  fiill  composure  under  sufferings  than  this. . 
On  the  cross  our  Lord  disposes  his  only  worldly  concern,  and  recommends  his  mother  to  the 

eerson  fittest  to  take  care  of  her,  to  comfort  her,  and  secure  her  from  contempt  and  injury,  so  • 
)ng  as  she  should  survive  himself  on  this  earth. 

It  is  much  to  the  honour  of  Mary,  that  we  find  her  present  at  this  mournful  scene;  as  it  is 
to  the  honour  of  our  Lord  that  he  took  such  notice  of  her. 

7»  I  add  but  one  thing  more,  the  conclusion  of  these  sufferings,  or  the  greatness  and  majesty 
of  our  Lord  in  his  death ;  though  it  will  contain  more  particulars  than  one. 

Matt,  xxvii.  46 — 50.  **  And  about  the  ninth  hour  Jesus  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  saying. 
Eh,  Eli,  lama  sabachthani!  that  is  to  say,  my  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me?" 
St.  John,  omitting  that  particular,  says,  "  After  this,  Jesus  knowing  that  all  things  were  now 
accomplished:  [that  is,  knowing  that  all  things  were  now  near  a  full  and  entire  accomplishment,] 
saith,  I  thirst.  Now  there  was  set  a  vessel  full  of  vinegar:  and  they  filled  a  spunge  with  vinegar, 
and  put  it  upon  hyssop,  and  put  it  to  his  mouth.  When  therefore  Jesus  had  received  the  vinegar,  > 
he  said.  It  is  finished.     And  he  bowed  his  head  and  gave  up  the  ghost,**  ch.  xix.  28 — 30. 

*  Our  Savkmr^s  meekness  under  sufieringi  is  prophetically  represented  in  a  beautiful  Rimilitude:  *'  and  as  a  sheep  before 

its  shearers  is  dumb^  so  he  openetb  not  his  mouthy**  Is.  liii.  7. 
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I  once  intended,  after  going  through  the  several  tokens  of  greatness  and  majes^  appearing 
in  our  Ix)rd's  last  sufferings,  to  consider  those  words  as  an  objection,  which  were  just  now 
recited  from  St.  Matthew,  where  our  Lord  says,  **  My  God,  roy  (iod,  why  hast  tliou  forsaken 
me  ?  "  But  I  now  rather  think  it  best  to  clear  them  as  we  go  along.  The  same  expressions  are 
also  in  St.  Mark:  **  And  at  the  ninth  hour  Jesus  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  saying,  Eloi,  Eloi, 
lama  sabochthani,  my  God,  ray  God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me?  *'  ch.  xv.  S4w 

Some  may  apprehend  that  these  words  import  uneasiness  and  impatience  of  mind.  But  when 
duly  attended  to,  I  think  there  will  be  no  foundation  for  that  supposition.  ^  The  address,  <<  My 
God,  my  God,**  shews  a  claim  of  interest,  and  a  persuasion  of  acceptance.  And  the  whole,  if 
rightly  understood,  will  be  perceived  to  be  a  request  to  be  now  released  from  these  troubles, 
and  presented  with  a  full  belief  that  he  should  now  be  released,  all  things  concerning  the  suf- 
ferings of  the  Messiah  being  quite,  or  well  nigh,  accomplished. 

The  words  are  at  the  beginning  of  the  twenty-second  psalm,  entitled,  A  psalm  of  David. 
And  in  them  our  Lord  chose  to  offer  up  his  petition  at  this  time:  **  My  God,  my  Gt>d,  why  hast 
thou  forsaken  me  ?  "  It  follows :  "  Why  art  thou  so  fiur  from  helping  me  ?  " 

Our  Lord's  expiring  is  thus  related  by  St  John  in  the  text.  "  When  Jesus  therefore  had 
received  the  vinegar,  he  said,  it  is  finished.  And  he  bowed  his  head  and  gave  up  the  ghost.*' 
In  St  Luke  xxiii.  46.  "  And  when  Jesus  had  cried  wth  a  loud  voice,  he  said.  Father,  into  thy 
hands  I  commend  my  spirit.  And  having  said  thus,  he  gave  up  the  ghost"  Joining  together 
those  two  evangelists,  the  history,  I  think,  is  thus :  having  received  the  vinegar,  he  said,  "  It  is 
finished.*'  And  soon  after  that  he  said:  "  Father,  into  thy  hands  I  commend  my  spirit"  And 
then  declining  his  head,  he  gave  up  the  ghost. 

Thus  died  Jesus,  afler  having  endured  all  manner  of  indignities,  as  well  as  the  most  exqui- 


/  humbling  circumstance  concerning  the  life  of  the  Messiah,  that  had  been  foretold,  is  accom* 
«  plished.  And  I  have  now  done  and  suffered  all  that  my  office  required.*  And  knowing,  that 
the  prayer  before  offered  was  acceptable  to  the  Father,  he  bowed  his  head,  and  willingly  resigned 
his  spirit,  in  hope  of  a  resurrection  to  life,  and  the  glorious  exaltation  that  had  been  set  before 
him. 

Herein  must  be  allowed  to  be  every  thing  great  and  excellent :  meekness  toward  men,  peace 
of  mind  within,  resignation  to  the  will  of  God,  confidence  of  his  approbation,  hope  of  after* 
glory  and  honour. 

That  there  was  somewhat  very  great  and  admirable  in  the  concluding  circumstances  of  thi^ 
amazing  scene,  is  evident  from  the  confession  of  the  centurion,  who  presided  at  the  crucifixion. 
"  And  when  the  centurion,  which  stood  over  against  him,  saw  that  he  so  cried  out,  and  gave 
up  the  ghost,  he  said:  Truly,  this  man  was  the  Son  of  God,"  Mark  xv.  89.  St.  Luke's  words 
are,  "  Now  when  the  centurion  saw  what  was  done,  he  glorified  God,  saying:  Certainly  this  was 
a  righteous  man.  And  all  the  people  that  came  together  to  that  sight,  beholding  the  things 
that  were  done,  smote  their  breasts,  and  returned,"  ch.  xxiii.  46,  47* 

Let  me  add  a  few  thoughts  by  way  of  reflection. 

1.  From  the  view  which  we  have  now  taken  of  our  Lord's  sufferings,  we  may  pereeive  it  was 
with  good  reason  he  prayed,  that  "  this  cup  might  pass  from  him,"  if  it  were  pleasing  to  the 
Father :  and  that,  wnen  he  attentively  considered  those  sufferings  which  were  near  at  hand,  he 
was  amazed,  and  sorrowful  unto  death,  or  was  under  great  concern,  accompanied  with  an  un- 
common sweat,  Luke  xxii.  39 — 41. 

For  it  was  a  cup,  filled  with  bitter  ingredients,  the  pain,  and  the  shame  of  the  cross :  re- 
proaches and  scoffs,  injurious  to  his  high  character,  add  the  belief  of  his  mission.  Beside  all  the 
suffering  to  be  inflicted  upon  himself,  he  felt,  undoubtedly,  in  that  preparatory  meditation,  the 
grief,  the  doubts,  the  fears,  and  even  the  guilt,  and  miseries,  which  his  ignominious  sufferings 
would  occasicm  in  others.  If  die  Father  did  not  see  fit  to  interpose  for  preventing  the  sufferings 
of  his  Son,  he  '  should  be  betrayed  by  one  of  his  own  disciples,  who  thereby  would  incur  a  most 

■  Coutristabatur  autem  non  timore  patiendi^  qui  ad  hoc  tolomin,  ct  rejection«n  popuU  Judaeorum,  et  ^versionem 
▼enerat,  ut  pateretur,  et  Petrum  timiditatis  arguerat:  «ed  miserse  Jenualem.  HieroD.  in  Matt.  xxvi.  37.  p.  129. 
propter  infelicissimuin  Judam^  et  scandalum  omnium  Apos-     Vid.  et  in  ver.  39.  p.  129,  130. 
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heavy  doom:  so  that  it  wotil&  be  better  for  him»  that  he  had  not  been  bom.  He  would  likewise 
be  disowned,  and  denied  by  another  disciple:  and  all  the  rest  would  be  ofiended  in  him.  The 
minds  of  all  his  friends  and  followers,  in  general,  would  be  pieroed  with  inexpressible  grief:  and 
their  just  and  reasonable  belief  in  him,  as  the  Messiah,  built  upon  his  mighty  works,  and  the 
testimonies  that  had  been  given  him  from  heaven,  would  be  greatly  shaken,  if  not  quite  over- 
thrown.  The  Jewish  people,  with  their  rulers,  would  contract  much  guilt,  and  bring  Upon 
themselres  heavy  judgments  and  calamities.  And  how  our  Lord's  mind  was  affected  with  the 
foresight  of  the  desolations  of  Jerusalem,  we  well  know  from  the  tears  which  it  drew  from  )iis 
eyes,  and  from  the  mournful  lamentation  which  he  made  over  that  city.  Matt,  xxiii.  371*— 39. 
Luke  xiii.  34,  35  j  ch.  xix.  41 — 44. 

From  these,  and  other  thoughts  and  considerations,  present  to  the  comprehensive  mind  of 
the  blessed  Jesus,  justly  did  he  renew  that  prayer :  "  Father,  if  it  be  possible,  let  this  cup  pass 
from  me." 

I  am  aware  that  some  would  affix  another  meaning  to  that  prayer,  and  argue  that  our  Lord 
did  not  deprecate  his  passion.     But  I  think,  with  little  success,  and  with  less  reason. 

They  say,  how  could  our  Lord  pray  ag^nst  his  passion,  when  he  had  reproved  Peter  for 
attempting  to  divert  him  from  the  thought  of  it  ?  But  our  Lord's  prayer  was  not  founded  upon 
Peter's  views.  Nor  did  it  proceed  from  Peter's  worldly  temper.  And  after  all,  he  added: 
"  Not  my  wiU,  but  thine  be  done."  He  was  resigned,  and  willing,  and  ready  to  take  the  cup^ 
if  infinite  wisdom  saw  fit  that  he  should  take  it,  for  advancing  the  interest  of  rehgion,  and  the 
good  of  men. 

Some  reluctance  of  nature  upon  this  occasion,  was  not  inconsistent  with  consummate  virtue, 
and  a  full  determination  to  acquiesce  in  ^hat  divine  wisdom  appointed.  There  is  another  plain 
instance  of  the  like  reluctance  in  regard  to  the  same  thing.  "  Now  is  my  soul  troubled.  And  what 
shall  I  say?  Father,  save  me  from  this  hour.  But  for  this  cause  came  I  unto  this  hour.  Father, 
glorify  thy  name,**  John  xii.  27,  28.  * 

These  persons  say,  that  by  the  cup  which  our  Lord  prayed  might  pass  from  him,  he  meant 
his  agony  in  the  garden,,  being  afraid  he  should  expire  there.  But  is  not  that  imputing  to  our 
Lord  what  is  manifestly  derogatory  to  his  honour  upon  many  accounts  ?  For  it  implies  distrust 
and  want  of  faith,  not  easy  to  be  accounted  for,  or  recoQciled  with  his  high  character,  and  his 
large  experience  of  the  divine  presence  with  him.  And  it  would  be  as  difficult  to  reconcile  this 
sense  with  the  predictions  concerning  his  dying  the  death  of  the  cross,  as  any  other  interpreta- 
tion whatever. 

Once  more,  then^  it  is  objected:  How  could  our  Lord  pray,  that  the  cup  of  his  passion  might 
pass  from  him,  when  he  had  foretold  that  he  should  suffer  and  die,  and  be  raised  again  the  tliird 
day? 

But  this  objection  likewise  is  of  small  moment,  though  of  specious  appearance.  For,  not- 
withstanding predictions,  intervening  events  as  they  occur,  both  the  good  and  the  evil  things  of 
this  life,  and  the  actions  of  moral  agents,  will  operate  and  influence  the  mind. 

And  whatever  things  are  foreseen  and  foretold,  we  are  to  perform  tour  duty  to  God  and  men, 
suitably  to  the  circumstances  which  we  are  brought  into  in  the  intermediate  space. 

Our  Lord  foretold  the  treachery  of  Judas.  And  yet  he  often  warned  that  disciple,  and  said 
enough  to  discourage  and  dissuade  him  from  that  evil  conduct,  and  said  in  his  hearing :  **  Woe  to 
that  man  by  whom  the  Son  of  man  is  betrayed.  Good  were  it  for  that  man  if  he  had  not  been 
born,"  Matt.  xxvi.  24  j  Mark  xiv.  21. 

He  also  foretold  the  fiill  of  Peter :  and  yet  did  a  great  deal  to  prevent  it,  giving  such  warnings 
and  directions  to  him  and  the  rest,  as  were  most  likely  to  secure  their  steadiness. 

He  foretold  the  destruction  of  Jerbsalem,  and  the  overthrow  of  the  Jewish  nation.     Never- 

Et  in  passiooe.     Pater,  si  fieri,  inquit,  potest,  transeat  calix  '  saying,  •'  Father  save  me  from  this  hour.**     Yet  I  am  wil- 

iste  a  me.    Qui  locos  hunc  sensum  habet :  Si  potest  fieri,  ut  '  ling  to  do  and  suffer  what  shall  be  most  for  the  advancement 

iinc  interitu  Judaeorum,  credat  Gentium  multitudo,  passioneni  «  of  thy  glory,  dnd  the  interest  of  religidti  in  the  world.     My 

ncaso*    Sin  autem  illi  excaccandi  sunt,   ut  omnes  geotes  *  first  and  chief  desire  is,  that  "  thy  name  may  be  glorified** 

▼ideaot,  fiat.  Pater,  voluntas  tua.    Id.  in  Is.  cap.  vili.  p.  84.  *  Thou  therefore  by  thy  all-wise  Providence,  order  what  may 

Comer.  Eoseb.  in  P&.  87.  al.  88.  p.  548,  551,  552.  '  be  most  conducive  to  tliat  eud  c  and  i  acquieoce,  wlutever 

^  Which  place  is  exactly  paraild  with  that  which  we  are  '  it  is.' 
now  considering.  For  it  is,  as  if  he  had  said  i  *  I  have  prayed. 


Cfigitized  by  VnOOQ IC 


ly^i  The  Greatness  of  Jestis  in  his  last  Sufferings. 

theless^  after  bis  ascension,  his  apostles,  by  his  special  direction,  did  all  that  was  in  their  power» 
by  preaching  and  working  miracles  among  that  people  for  a  long  season,  to  bring  them  to  repen* 
tance,  and  to  prevent  their  final  ruin. 

In  like  manner  our  Lord  had  foretold  his  own  ignominious  sufferings  and  death,  and  his  resur- 
rection afterwards.  Nevertheless  he  was  greatly  concerned  in  the  near  view  and  approach  of 
those  sufferings.  If  he  had  not  he  had  not  been  ifian.  Nor  does  he  dissemble  it.  For  •  going 
out  with  his  disciples  after  supper  to  the  mount  of  Olives,  when  he  came  to  the  place  called  Geth- 
semane,  he  said  to  the  rest,  "  Sit  ye  here  whilst  I  go  and  pray  yonder.  And  he  taketh  with  him 
Peter,  and  James,  and  John,  and  began  to  be  sore  amazed,  and  to  be  very  heavy,*'  or  to  be  in 
great  concern  of  mind.  "  Then  he  saith  unto  tliem  :  My  soul  is  exceeding  sorrowful,  even  unto 
death.  Tarry  ye  here  and  watch  with  me.  And  he  went  a  little  farther,  and  fell  on  his  face, 
and  prayed,  saying,  O  my  Father,  if  it  be  possible,  let  this  cup  pass  from  me.  Nevertheless  not 
as  I  will,  but  as  thou  wilt.**     Which  prayer  he  also  repeated. 

Meditating  in  this  retirement  on  the  sufferings  he  had  in  view,  he  earnestly  recommended  his 
case  to  infinite  wisdom,  expressing  acquiescence  in  the  divine  will  whatever  it  should  be.  After 
which  he  was  strengtliened  and  comforted  by  the  presence  of  an  angel  sent  to  him  from  heaven, 
and  by  considering  "  the  joy  that  was  set  before  him,^*  Heb.  xii.  2,  and  the  benefits  that  would 
accrue  to  mankind  by  his  death  and  resurrection. 

Whereupon  he  arose,  went  out  to  meet  him  that  betrayed  him,  and  those  who  came  to  appre- 
hend him,  and  went  through  the  amazing  scene  of  sufferings  that  followed,  with  full  composure^ 
and  all  the  indications  of  a  most  excellent  temper,  which  have  been  delineated,  though  too  faintly, 
in  the  preceding  part  of  this  discourse. 

Our  Lord  said  to  his  disciples,  "Watch,  and  pray,  that  ye  enter  not  into  temptation.  The 
$pirit  indeed  is  willing ;  but  the  flesh  is  weak.**  He  was  himsetf  an  example  of  those  duties,  suited  to 
aU,  the  best,  and  the  strongest,  in  a  state  of  trial.    And  he  was  an  instance  of  the  benefit  of  them*^ 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  the  apostle  refers  to  these  devotions  of  our  Saviour,  in  those 
words,  "  Who  in  the  days  of  his  flesh,  when  he  had  offered  up  prayers  and  supplications  with? 
gtrong  crj'ing  and  tears,  to  him  that  was  able  to  save  him  from  death.     And  was  heard  in  that  he- 
feared,'*  Heb.  V.  7*     Or,  was  ^  delivered  from  his  fear. 

Our  Lord's  devotions  in  the  garcjen,  if  duly  considered,  are  liable  ta  no  exceptions.  They 
are  edifying,  and  exemplary.  Acquiescence  in  the  divine  will  is  always  reckoned  by  wise  men  " 
a  proof  of  perfection  of  virtue,  or  of  great  progress  therein.  If  there  be  no  sensibility  to  painr. 
and  shame,  nor  any  apprehensiveness  of  mind  in  the  prospect  of  sufferings,  there  can  be  no  virtue 
io  resignation  to  the  disposals  of  Providence.  The  greater  the  sensibility  of  any  human  frame  to 
the  evils  of  this  life,  the  greater  must  be  the  virtue  of  resignation  under  tliem  j  and  tlie  more 
engaging  is  the  example  of  such  ^  patience.  • 

2  The  view  which  we  have  now  taken  of  our  Lord  in  his  last  sufferings,  may  be  of  use  t9 
confirm  our  faith  in  him,  and  increase  our  esteem  for  him,  and  enable  us  to  vindicate  him  against 
such  as  would  detract  from  him.  Indeed  he  is,  in  all  respects,  the  greatest  character  that  has 
appeared  on  this  earth.  "  Never  man  spake  like  him,**  John  vii.  46.  Nor  has  there  ever  beea 
any  other  man  who  lived  and  died  as  he  did. 

3.  The  view  which  we  have  now  taken  of  our  Lord  in  his  last  sufferings  may  be  of  use  to 
lessen  our  regard  for  worldly  honour  and  grandeur,  and  to  abate  our  dread  of  the  evils  of  this  life*. 

*  Matt.  xxvi.  36—46.    Mark  xiv.  32 — 42.    Luke  xxii.  '  our  griefs.'*    And  this  he  expressed  botli  in  his  agony  in  tha 

39—46.  '  garden,  and  in  his  behaviour  upon  the  cross.     He  did  not 

•*  See  Whitby  upon  the  place.  '  despise  pain,  but  dreaded  it,  and  yet  submitted  to  it.    He  did 

^  Iva  Svvr^reti  Xeyeiv  sy  nj  (pvXaxTf,  wfiXs  xpircvy,  stravrjj  '  not  outbrave  his  sufferings,  but  bore  them  decently.     He 

ro*;  h(Hi  9iXoy,  TOLvr^  ysys(r6u3.  Arrian.  Epiet  1.  1.  c.  4.  '  had  a  human  sense  of  them,  but  bore  them  with  a  divine 

**  Vid.  Cleric.  H.  E.  ann.  29.  n.  xliii.  '  patience,  resigning  himself  absolutely  to  the  will  of  God^ 

«  Says  that  good  man,  and  great  preacher,  Abp.  Tillotson  :  '  when  he  saw  them  coming :  and  when  they  were  upon  him, 

'  All  this  our  Lord  bore,  not  with  a  stoical  and  stupid  insensi-  '  expressing  a  great  sense  of  pain  without  the  least  sign  of 

'  bility,  but  with  a  true  patience.   For  no  man  had  greater  ap-  '  impatience.    And  hereby  he  was  a  pattern  accommodated  to 

'  prehensions  of  sufiecing,  and  a  more  quick  and  tender  sense  of  '  the  weakest  and  tenderest  of  mankind.     He  did  not  give  us 

fit  than  he  had.     He  had  not  only  the  more  manly  virtues  of  *  an  extragavant  example  of  bravery,  and  a  sturdy  reso!vitioii> 

'vriffdom,  and  resolution,  and  constancy;  but  was  clothed  'but,  which  was  much  fitter  for  us,  of  a  patient  submission 

'  also  with  the  softer  passions  of  human  nature,  meekness  and  '  to  the  will  of  God,  under  a  great  sense  of  suffering.'*  Serm. 

'  compatskm  and  grief,  and  9  tender  sense  of  pain  and  suffer-  166.  the  second  upon  1  Pet.  ii.  21>  near  the  end.    See  like* 

'  ing ;  "  He  took  oar  infirmities,*'  says  the  prophet,  *'  and  bore  wise  the  beginning. 
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If  we  should  have  a  prospect  of  any  great  trial,  we  are  to  recommend  ourselves  to  the  disposal 
erf  Providence,  and  .should  submit  our  will  to  the  will  of  God.  If  troubles  befall  us,  we  should 
aim  to  bear  them  with  a  greatness  of  mind  resembling  that  of  our  great  Master :  that  is,  without 
murmurings  and  complaints,  or  dejection  of  spirits,  with  meekness  and  patience,  and  a  comfortable 
hope  and  expectation  of  being  vindicated,  and  r^arded  in  due  time. 

Such  are  the  words  of  St.  Peter,  with  which  I  conclude:  "  For  hereunto  were  ye  called : 
because  Christ  also  suffered  for  us,  leaving  u^  an  example,  that  ye  should  follow  his  steps :  who 
did  no  sin,  neither  was  guile  found  in  his  mouth  :  who,  when  he  was  reviled,  reviled  not  again  : 
when  he  suffered,  he  threatened  not ;  but  committed  himself  to  him  that  judgeth  righteously.'* 
1  Pet.  ii.  21,  22. 


SERMON  XXI. 

DIVINE  TESTIMONIALS  GIVEN  TO  JESUS  DURING  HIS  LAST  SUFFERINGS. 

And  the  graves  were  opened^  and  many  bodies  of  saints,  which  slept,  arose :  and  came  out  of  the 
graves  after  his  resurrection,  and  went  into  the  holy  city;  and  appeared  to  many.  Matt,  xxvii.  52, 58^ 

I  HAVE  lately  considered  our  blessed  Lord's  sufferings,  chiefly  in  one  particular  light,  for  shewing 
the  excellency  of  his  behaviour  under  them,  his  greatness  and  majesty  during  a  scene  of  .the 
utmost  scorn  and  ignominy,  his  meekness  under  the  most  heinous  provocations,  and  his  full  trust 
and  confidence  in  God  during  that  hour  of  darkness  which  concluded  his  wonderful  life. 

I  would  now  observe,  in  one  single  discourse,  the  extraordinary  testimonials  given  from 
heaven  in.that  season,  to  his  innocence,  and  the  dignity  of  his  person  and  character. 

The  miracles  of  our  Saviour's  ministry,  the  spotless  innocence,  and  the  unparalleled  excel- 
lency of  his  life  and  death,  his  resurrection  on  the  third  day,  together  with  the  mighty  works 
done  after  his  ascension  by  his  apostles  in  his  name,  would  have  been  a  suflicient  vindication  of 
his  character,  and  a  full  attestation  to  the  truth  of  his  doctrine,  and  the  divine  original  of  bis 
mission :  notwithstanding  the  reproaches,  and  other  indignities  cast  upon  him  by  envious  and 
designing  men. 

Nevertheless  the  Divine  Wisdom  saw  fit  not  to  leave  him  without  witness  at  that  very  season* 
And  though  our  Lord  was  so  far  left  and  forsaken  of  God  the  Father,  as  to  be  given  up  into  the 
hands  of  sinful  men :  and  they  were  allowed  to  carry  into  execution  their  malicious  purposes,  so 
far  as  to  put  him  to  a  painful  and  ignominious  death  :  there  appeared,  even  then,  some  tokens  of 
God's  especial  favour  and  approbation  of  him  who  suffered,  and  of  his  displeasure  against  those 
who  presumed, to  touch  that  excellent  person. 

1.  In  the  first  place,  I  observe  what  is  said  by  the  evangelist  Matthew  at  the  nineteenth  verse 
of  this  chapter,  speaking  of  Pontius  Pilate  the  Roman  governor  in  Judea.  "  When  he  was  set 
down  on  the  judgment  seat,  his  wife  sent  unto  him,  saying.  Have  thou  nothing  to  do  with  that 
just  man :  for  I  have  suffered  many  things  this  day  in  a  dream,  because  of  him." 

'  There  can  be  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  terrifying  thoughts  of  this  dream  were  owing  to  a 
divine  impulse.  There  are  in  the  scriptures  many  instances  of  extraordinary  intimations  given 
to  heathen  people  as  well  as  others,  in  dreams,  which  must  have  been  of  divine  operation :  as 
Pharaoh,  Nebuchadnezzar,  Joseph's  fellow-prisoners,  and  others;  and  to  bad  as  well  as  to 
good  men. 

Pilate's  wife  when  he  was  set  down  on  the  judgment  seat,  sent  him  a  message,  earnestly 
intreating  him  not  to  pronounce  a  sentence,  or  do  any  thing  whatsoever  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
person  now  brought  before  him,  and  accused  by  the  Jewish  rulers.  For  she  had  that  morning  a 
dream,  in  which  her  thoughts  had  been  miglitily  disturbed  with  the  apprehension  of  calamities 
likely  to  befall  Pilate  and  his  family,  if  he  sliould  pronounce  sentence  against  that  person,  who 
was  Just  and  innocent. 

It  was  a  testimony  to  our  Lord's  innocence,  at  the  time  that  he  was  accused  by  the  Jews. 
It  was  delivered  pubhcly.     Nor  would  the  message  have  been  brought  at  all,  if  it  had  not  been 
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judged  important :  but  though  it  deserved  the  notice  of  all,  it  was  more  especially  a  wamxng  ta 
Pilate.  It  was  a  warning  of  an  extraordinary  kind,  sent  to  him  by  his  nearest  relative,  to  deter 
and  dissuade  him  from  an  action  that  could  not  but  be  criminal,  and  might  be  of  fatal  consequence. 
Solomon  says,  "  A  dream  cometh  through  the  multitude  of  business,'*  Eccl.  v.  3;  which  may 
be  a  good  way  of  accounting  lor  ordinary  dreams.  In  the  night  season,  when  the  body  is  at  resl^ 
those  things  about  which  the  mind  was  much  engaged  in  the  day  time,  may  disturb  the  thoughts 
and  produce  dreams.  But  it  does  not  appear  that  Pilate's  wife  could  at  this  time  have  any 
knowledge  of  the  Jewish  prosecution  of  our  Lord  in  an  ordinaiy  way.  Jesus  was  not  a  prisoner 
that  had  been  long  in  custody.  He  was  apprehended  late  in  the  night,  and  was  hurried  away  to 
the  house  of  Annas,  and  then  of  Caiaphas.  Having  been  there  examined,  and  detained  some 
while  by  the  Jewish  council,  he  was  carried  by  them  *  early  in  the  morning  to  Pilate :  about  which 
time  his  wife,  still  at  rest,  had  a  dream  of  an  uncommon  nature,  in  which  she  was  admonished, 
and  by  which  she  was  greatly  affected.  As  soon  as  she  awoke,  she  by  the  first  opportunity  sent 
this  warning  to  Pilate,  then  upon  his  tribunal :  "  Have  thou  nothing  to  do  with  that  just  man  j 
for  I  have  suffered  many  things  this  day  in  a  dream,  because  of  him.' 

Elihu  says  excellently  well:  "God  speak  eth  once,  yea  twice :  yet  man  perceiveth  it  not.  In 
a  dream,  in  a  vision  of  the  night,  when  deep  sleep  falleUi  upon  men,  in  slumberings  upon  the  bed» 
Then  he  openeth  the  ears  of  men,  and  sealeth  their  instruction.  That  he  may  withdraw  man 
from  his  purpose  and  hide  pride  from  man,"  Job  xxxiii.  14— 17»  •  Those  observations  may  have 
been  founded  upon  facts.  There  is  an  instance  of  a  warning  given  to  Abimelech,  king  of  Gerar, 
in  the  time  of  Abraham,  for  preventing  sin,  and  with  effect.  Gen.  xxx.  The  warning,  of  which 
we  are  now  speaking,  was  for  the  very  same  purpose.  Nor  was  it  altogetlier  without  effect.  For 
this  warning,  now  sent  to  Pilate,  may  be  well  supposed  to  have  been  one  reason,  together  with 
his  own  clear  discernment  of  the  innocence  of  Jesus,  upon  examination,  why  he  so  long  withstood 
the  importunate  and  clamourous  demands  of  the  Jewish  inilers  and  the  multitude  to  pass  sentence 
upon  him. 

II.  In  the  next  place  we  observe  the  darkness  at  this  time,  mentioned  by  three  Evangelists; 
Matt,  xxvii.  45.  **  Now  from  the  sixth  hour  there  was  darkness  over  all  the  land  unto  the  ninth 
hour."  Mark  xv.  33.  "  And  when  the  sixth  hour  was  come,  there  was  darkness  over  the  whole 
land  until  the  ninth  hour.**  Luke  xxiii.  44,  45.  "  And  it  was  about  the  sixth  hour,  and  there 
was  darkness  over  all  the  land  until  the  ninth  hour.     And  the  sun  was  darkened.** 

That  is,  there  was  darkness  for  the  space  of  three  hours,  from  the  sixth  to  the  ninth  hour, 
according  to  the  computation  of  the  hours  of  the  day  in  those  times,  reckoning  the  day  from  sun- 
rising  to  sun-setting :  according  to  our  method  of  computation,  from  about  twelve  at  noon  till 
three  aflemoon. 

How  great  this  darkness  was,  is  not  distinctly  said.     It  might  resemble  that  of  a  total  eclipse 
of  the  sun,  though  there  were  glimmerings  of  lights  whereby  business  might  be  transacted. 
It  was  not  in  Jerusalem  only,  but  in  all  the  land  of  Judea. 

That  this  general  darkness  was  not  natural,  is  apparent :  for  our  Saviour  suffered  at  the  time 
of  the  Jewish  passover,  when  the  moon  was  at  full.  But  natural  eclipses  of  the  sun,  as  all  know„ 
happen  at  the  time  of  new  moon. 

This  remarkable  darkness  must  have  been  very  awful  and  affecting,  reaching  all  over  the  land 
of  Israel  where  Christ  had  preached,  and  wrought  many  miracles.  It  continued  three  hours,  and 
manifestly  denoted  the  divine  displeasure  against  the  Jewish  people  for  an  action  in  which  they 
and  their  rulers- were  guilty.  Indeed,  the  main  body  of  the  nation  was  now  assembled  at 
Jerusalem,  where  Jesus  suffered:  and  they  could  not  but  know  for  whose  sake  this  darkness 
happened.  However,  that  it  might  be  the  more  observable,  it  was  universal,  over  all  the  land  of 
Judea,  and  for  three  hours?  which  was  a  remarkable  testimony  to  the  innocence  and  the  dignity 
of  the  Lord  Jesus. 

III.  The  next  extraordinary  thing  is  the  rending  the  veil  of  the  temple. 
At  the  fi[fty-first  verse  of  this  chapter:  "  And  behold  the  veil  of  the  temple  was  rent  in  two 
from  the  top  to  the  bottom.*^     So  likewise  Mark  xv.  38.  "  And  the  veil  of  the  temple  was  rent 
from  the  top  to  the  bottom.**     And  Luke  xxiii.  45.  "  And  the  sun  was  darkened.     And  the  veil 
of  the  temple  was  rent  in  the  midst.** 


Sec  Mattt.  xxvii.  I,  2.    Mark  xt.  1.    John  xviii.  2?,  28. 
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There  wei'e  two  veils  at  the  temple:  one  at  the  entrance  into  the  holy  place;  the  other  between 
the  fcoly  place,  or  the  sanctuary,  and  the  most  holy,  or  the  holy  of  holies,  called  the  inner  veil, 
and  the  second  veil,  in  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  ch.  ix.  3.  It  is  particularly  described  Exod, 
txvi.  31— SS;  that  is  the  veil  here  intended.  It  was  of  the  strongest  contexture,  as  well  as  of 
the  richest  materials,  and  the  finest  workmanship. 

It  has  been  thought  by  some,  that  the  high  priest  might  now,  at  this  very  time,  be  present  in 
thfe  temple,  performing  the  solemn  act  of  burning  incense  before  the  veil.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  many  of  the  Jewish  priests  saw  the  veil  after  it  was  rent,  and  they  must  have  been  as  fully 
convinced  of  the  reality  01  this  extraordinary  event,  as  if  they  had  been  present  when  it  happenedf. 

It  has  been  supposed  by  some,  that  this  rending  of  the  veil  denoted  and  foresignified  tlKj 
sudden  destruction  of  the  temple,  and  the  speedy  abmition  of  the  rites  of  the  Mosaic  law.  But 
widiout  relying  too  much  upon  any  conjectural  speculations,  it  may  be  reckoned  certain,  that  it 
must  have  greatly  surprised  the  Jewish  priests,  who  entered  into  the  holy  place:  and  it  gave 
ground  to  believe  that  the  Divine  Being  was  displeased  with  the  Jewish  nation.  And  upon  a  little 
reflection  and  consideration  they  might  know  uie  reason  of  the  divine  displeasure. 

IV.  At  the  same  time  there  was  an  earthquake  at  Jerusalem,  but  especially  at  mount  Calvary, 
trhere  our  Lord  was  crucified. 

So  this  is  expressed  by  St.  Matthew  very  briefly,  yet  fully,  ver.  51 :  *<  and  the  earth  did  quake 
aald  the  rocks  were  rent.**  How  this  extraordinary  event  was  then  understood,  and  how  it  ought 
to  be  still  understood  by  us,  appears  from  what  is  added  at  ver.  54.  "  Now  when  the  centurion, 
and  they  that  were  with  him  watching  Jesus,  saw  the  earthquake,  and  those  things  that  were 
done,  thev  feared  greatly,  saying.  Truly  this  was  the  Son  of  God.** 

V.  The  fifth  and  last  particmar,  is  that  in  the  text  which  may  be  reckoned  a  difficult  portion 
<rf  scripture,  and  the  more  so  for  being  singular,  without  any  parallel  place.  The  \^rords  m  con- 
nection  are  these,  ver.  50—53:  *<  Jesus,  when  he  had  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  yielded  up  the 
ghost.  And  behold,  the  veil  of  the  temple  was  rent  in  two  from  the  top  to  the  bottom ;  and  the 
^Eurth  did  quake;  and  the  rocks  were  rent;  and  the  graves,**  or  tombs,  "  were  opened;  and  many 
bodies  of  saints,  which  slept,  arose,  and  came  out  of  the  graves  af^^rhis  resurrection,  and  went  into 
the  holy  city  (meaning  Jerusalem,  so  called  Matt.  iv.  5,  comp.  I^ike  iv.  9)  and  appeared  unto  many.*' 

Here  it  will  be  proper  to  consider  several  queries.  1.  The  place  where  this  resurrection 
happened.  2.  "Who  were  raised.  3.  The  time  when  they  were  raised.  4.  To  whom  they 
speared.  5.  Whether  they  soon  after  ascended  up  to  heaven,  or  died  again.  6.  The  truth  of 
this  history.    7.  TTie  use  of  this  extraordinary  event. 

First,  The  place  of  this  resurrection.  Some  have  thought  it  might  be  done  in  several  parts 
of  Judea.  But,  upon  due  consideration,  I  believe  it  will  be  reckoned  more  probable,  that  the 
tombs  here  spoken  of  were  near  to  Jerusalem,  the  holy  city,  into  which  these  saints  went  soon 
after  their  resurrection.  There  was  an  earthquake  at  mount  Calvary,  where  our  Xx>rd  was 
crucified.  Hiere  the  rocks  were  rent.  And  by  that  concussion  the  doors  of  many  tombs  upon 
that  mount  and  near  it  were  tlirown  open. 

It  is  well  known  to  have  been  the  custom  of  the  ancients  to  bury  without  the  walls  of  their 
cities.  Here,  upon  mount  Calvary,  and  near  it,  were  many  tombs :  it  being  a  rock  it  was  a  suitaJble 
place.  We  perceive  as  much  from  the  evangelists :  Matt  xxvii.  58 — 60.  ♦*  Joseph,  a  rich  man 
of  Arimathea,  begged  of  Pilate  the  body  of  Jesus — and  laid  it  in  his  own  new  tcnnb,  which  he 
had  hewn  out  in  the  rock.**  John  xix.  41.  *<  Now  in  the  place  where  he  was  crucified  there  was 
a  garden,  and  in  the  garden  a  new  sepulchre^  wherein  was  never  man  laid.  There  laid  they 
Jesus.**  Compare  Mark  xv.  43 — 46;  ana  Luke  xxiii.  50 — 53.  So  eminent  a  person  as  Joseph  of 
Arimathea  had  a  sepulchre  in  this  place.  It  may  be  inferred,  that  there  were  other  tombs  there, 
and  some  of  persons  of  distinction.  Out  of  those  tombs,  now  opened,  came  the  bodies  of  the 
saints  here  mentioned. 

Secondly,  Who  were  now  raised?  Some  have  imagined  that  the  persons  here  intended  were 
the  most  eminent  patriarchs  and  prophets  of  the  Old  Testament ;  but  that  opinion  is  without 
foundation.  The  tombs  now  opened,  and  out  of  which  these  saints  can^e,  as  has  beeo  already 
argued,  were  near  Jerusalem.  But  the  patriarchs  and  ancient  prophets  could  not  be  all  interred 
in  tins  place,  or  near  it :  nor  could  they  at  this  time  have  any  known  tornb^  remaining.  And 
theare  is  an  argument  insisted  on  by  St.  Peter,  after  our  Lord*s  ascension,  which  may  be  reckoned 
VOL.  v.  2  a 
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to  overthrow  this  supposition.  Having  largely  cited  the  sixteenth  psalm,  he  says  to  the  conipanj' 
then  present  at  Jerusalem  :  **  Men  and  brethren,  let  me  freely  speak  unto  you  concerning  the 
patriarch  David:  that  he  is  both  dead  and  buried,  and  his  sepulchre  is  with  us  unto  this  day/'' 
Acts  iii.  25 — 31.  But  if  any  of  the  ancient  patriarchs  had  been  now  raised,  in  order  to  be 
assumed  up  to  heaven,  it  might  be  reasonable  to  think  that  David  would  have  been  one  of  them. 
Without  offering  any  more  arguments  against  that  opinion,  we  may  reckon  it  to  be  more 
probable,  that  the  saints  now  raised  up  were  good  men,  who  had  died  lately,  a  few  years,  or  rather 
perhaps  not  may  weeks  or  days  before,  who  upon  going  into  Jerusalem  would  be  well  known  to 
their  friends  still  living.  The  miracle  is  more  evident  in  the  resurrection  of  such  than  of  any 
'Others  who  had  been  dead  and  buried  long  ago,  so  as  to  be  known  by  face  to  none  then  lifving 
on  this  earth* 

The  evangelist  calls  them  saints :  which  word  in  the  New  Testament  often  denotes  disciple? 
of  Jesus,  who  believed  in  him  as  the  Christ.  Acts  ix.  12.  "  Then  Ananias  amwered,  Lord,  I 
have  heard  by  many  of  this  man,  how  much  evil  he  has  done  to  thy  saints  at  Jerusalem." 
Compare  xxvi,  10.  and  ch.  ix.  32.  "  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  Peter  passed  through  all  quarters, 
he  came  down  also  to  the  saints  which  dwelt  at  Lidda/*  And  see  there  ver.  41,  and  Rom.  xv. 
25,  2(5,  and  2  Cor.  i.  1;  and  other  places.  It  is  very  likely  therefore  that  the  persons  heife 
intended  by  St.  Matthew  are  disciples,  ot  believers  in  Jesus,  who  had  died  not  long  ago.. 

Thirdly,  We  are  to  consider  the  time  when  these  saints  were  raised.  Were  they  raised  when 
our  Saviour  expired?  or,  were  they  not  restored  to  life  until  after  his  resurrection  ? 

The  words  of  the  evangelist  are :  **  And  the  graves  were  opened,  and  many  bodies  ^  saints 
which  slept  arose  and  came  out  of  the  graves  after  his  resurrection.**  They  did  not  come  out  of. 
their  graves  till  after  Christ's  resurrection :  consequently  I  think  they  were  not  restored  to  life 
before  he  had  risen.  When  our  liord  expired,  the  rocks  were  rent  by  the  earthquake,  and  ihe 
doors  of  the  tombs  were  shaken  and  loosed  and  flew  cpen»  Nevertheless  the  bodies  of  these 
persons  still  rested  th^re.  We  are  therefore  led  to  think,  that  when  Christ  arose  from  the  dead. 
'  or  soon  after,  tliese  sainta  weie  restored  to  life:  and  then  they  came  out  of  their  tombs,  and  went 
to  Jerusalem  early  in  the  morning  of  the  first  day  of  the  week.. 
Fourthly,  To  whom  did  they  appear  ? 

The  text  says,  to  many.  We  have  already  argued,  that  the  saints,  now  raised,  were  persons 
who  had  not  been  long  d^axL  It  is  likely,  that  they  first  went  to  their  friends  and  acquiointance*. 
To  them  they  appear^:  to  them  they  were  manifested  to  be  the  same  persons,  whom  they  knew 
to  have  lately. died.  They  were  known  to  them  by  their  shape,  their  features,  their  discourse^, 
their  action*  Thus  they  were  known  to  their  friends  and  relatives  at  their  return  to  them. 
Th^y  therefore,  who  had  been  before  acquainted  with  them,  and  knew,  that  they  had  been  dead 
-  and  buried,  were  now  fully  persuaded,  that  they  had  been  raised  from  the  dead.  When  these 
had  been  satisfied  about  their  resurrection,  they  niight  be  seen  also  by  others,  who,  upon  seriousv 
inquiries,  were  likewise  persuaded  of  the  wonderful  work  which  God  had  wrought  upon,  them. 

Fifthly,  What  became  of  the  persons,  who  were  now  raised?  Were  they  soon  after  this, 
assumed  up  to  heaven?  or  did^hey  die  after  their  resurrection? 

I  answer,  that  there  is  no  account  of  their  ascending,  or  being  assumed  up  te  heaven..  Whiek 
19  so  important  a  thing,  that  I  think,  it  could  not  have  been  omitted,  if  it  had  been  done.  It  is. 
more  probable  therefore,  that  they  died  afterwards,  a&  Lazarus  did :  whom  our  Lord„  in  a  very 
signal  manner,  called  forth  out  of  his  gravcj.  after  be  had  been  dead  four  days.  They  behaved 
here  among  their  friends  and  acquaintance  with  great  modesty  and  humility  i  shewing  little  relisli 
of  the  delights  and  entertainments  of  this  life.  Having  been  for  a  while  examples  of  undissembled 
piety  in  this  world,  God  gave  them  a  comfortable  and  placid  exit  out  of  it.. 
,    In  the  sixth  place,  let  us  observe  the  truth  of  this  history. 

Hiere  can  be  no  reason  to  doubt  of  it.  Its  being  related  by  one  eyangelist  only,  is  na» 
objection..  Each  one  of  the  evangelists  has  some  things  peculiar  to  himself,  not  mentioned  by  any 
of  the  rest..  Nor  is  that  at  all  strange,  considering  the  copiousness  of  the  subject.  St.  Jobn»:. 
who  had  seen  and  read  the  first  three  evangelists,  before  he  wrote,  has  confiimed  their  histories^ 
and  has  also  added  divers  things  omitted  by  them.  And  yet  he  assures  us,  that  there  were  still 
"  ms^y  other  signs**  done  by  Jesus,  John  xx.  SO,  and  that  they  were  too  numerous  to  be  all 
written,  and  that  those  recorded  are  sufficients 
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However,  some  judicious  commentators  have  been  of  opinion,  that  tTiis  very  resurrection  is 
Intended,  and  foretold  by  our  Lord,  in  those  words,  recorded  in  John  v.  25.  "  Verily  I  say  unto 
you,  the  hour  is  coming,  and  now  is,  when  the  dead  shall  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God,  and 
they  that  hear  shall  live.**  And  indeed  our  Lord  does  afterwards  speak  of  the  general  resur- 
rection, as  a  distinct  thing  from  what  is  there  mentioned.  For  he  says,  at  ver.  28,  29:  "  Marvel 
not  at  this.  For  the  hour  is  coming,  when  all  that  are  in  their  graves  shall  hear  his  voice,  and 
come  forth." 

^Seventhly,  and  lastly,  we  are  to  observe  the  uses  of  this  miracle* 

Doubtless,  it  was  oi  advantage  to  some^  though  the  resurrection  of  these  persons,  like  that 
t]f  Lazarus,  might  be  without  OTOct  to  others.  But  to  their  pious  relatives,  and  divers  others, 
who  were  serious  and  attentive,  their  return  to  life  was  matter  ot  great  joy,  and  an  additional 
eonfinnatian  ef  their  faith  now,  and  all  their  .day^  "They  were  hereby  <!onfirmed  in  the  persua- 
sion, that  Jesus  was  the  Christ,  and  in  the  belief  of  all  the  truths  of  his  religion.  And  they 
were  strengthened  and  animated  for  the  trials  and  difficulties,  which  they  might  meet  with  in  the 
3>rofession  of  his  name.  ■  Of  such  use  was  the  resurrection  of  these  persons  to  those  who  attended 
to  it,  as  weU  as  other  miracles  of  Jesus,  and  the  extraordinary  appearances  in  his  favour. 

We  will  now  make  some  reflections,  suited  to  this  argument. 

1.  We  may  perceive  a  great  agreement  between  the  life  and  the  death  of,  Jesus. 

How  great  and  excellent  he  was  in  his  death,  was  lately  shewn.  He  does  also  in  all  appear 
to  be  the  beloved  of  the  Father.  There  were  testimonials  to  his  dignity  at  his  birth,  and  afterwards 
^t  his  baptism,  and  in  the  course  of  his  ministry^  and  when  he  was  gloriously  transformed  on  the 
mount.  Nor  were  there  wanting  extraordinary  testimonials  of  the  mvine  iavour  arid  approbatiim 
during  the  dark  and^oomy  sQene  of  his  last  sufferings.  Even  then  "  he  was  not  alone.  But 
the  ^ther  was  with  nim,**  John  xvL  32.  Soon  after  which  he  wns  raised  from  the  dead,  and 
ascended  to  heaven.  And  many  wonderful  works  were  done  in  his  name  bv  his  apostles.  Such 
was  the  regard  shewn  to  him,  who  was  the  Messiah,  the  well-bebved  Son  oi  God,  and  the  desire 
of  all  nations. 

2.  It  cannot  but  be  pleasing  to  observe  the  mildness  of  all  the  wonderftil  works  performed 
by  Christ,  and  done  in  his  favour. 

His  own  miracles  were  healing  and  beneficent.  His  power  was  shewn  in  restoring  healthy  or 
Hmbs,  or  senses,  or  life.  Scarce  any  miracle  detrimental,  except  that  one  emblematical  miracle 
of  withering  a  barren  fig  tree. 

It  is  the  same  at  his  death.  This  most  excellent  person,  to  whom  So  many  then  living  were 
indebted  for  the  most  valuable  benefits,  is  betrayed,  appreliended,  condemned,  insulted,  derided, 
crucified.  How  aggravated,  how  commplicated  was  the  iniquity  of  those  proceediqgs  i  How 
grievous  must  those  indignities  have  been  to  the  innocent  sufferer]  and  how  offensive  in  tlie  sight 
of  the  supreme  Lord  of  alll  And  the  divine  displeasure  was  manifested.  There  was  universal 
daiicness  over  the  land  of  Israel  for  three  hours:  the  veil  of  the  temple  was  rent  from  the  top  to 
the  bottom :  the  earth  to6  was  shaken,  and  rocks  were  rent.  Awful  and  affecting  events  i  And 
yet  no  dwellings  were  overturned,  nor  men  swallowed  up.  The  earthquake  was  preternatural, 
and  reached  so  far  as  God  appointed,  and  no  farther,  without  doing  any  damage.  And  more- 
over, when  Jesus  dies,  or  when  he  riseth  again,  the  tombs  are  not  only  opened  by  the  shaking 
of  the  earth,  but  many  saints  also  are  awakened  and  restored  to  life. 

The  divine,  wisdom,  power  and  goodness  are  here  very  conspicuous.  And  eveiy  sincere 
Christian  has  reason  to  triumph,  and  glory  in  the  evidences  of  the  truth  of  bis  religion.  The 
doctrine  is  reasonable,  the  promises  are  most  gracious  and  comprehensive,  and  the  evidences  of 
its  truth  are  affecting,  forcible  and  convincing,  yet  mild  and  beneficent. 

3.  The  testimonuds  given  from  heaven  to  the  authority  and  dignity  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  during 
his  patnftil  and  ignominious  su^rings,  should  induce  us  to  shew  him  all  honour  and  reverence. 

JLet  us  be  cautious  of  despising  or  slighting  him,  or  any  of  his  sayings.  Let  us  not  dare  to 
speak  a  word,  or  admit  a  hard  thought  against  the  Son  of*  man,  w]io  was  also  the  Son  of  God : 
who  suffered  so  meekly  and  so  greatly  :  and  who  whilst  he  was  despised  and  abused  by  mistaken 
and  prejudiced  men,  had  honourable  testimonials  from  Iiim,  who  is  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth. 

Wor  let  any  of  us,  who  bear  the  character  of  his  disciples  and  followers,  by  an  unworthy 
behaviour,  or  by  leaving  and  forsaking  him,  expose  him  again  to  shame  and  reproach. 

Finally,  JLet  these  meditations  on  tlie  greatness  as  well  as  meekness  of  Jesus  under  sufferings. 
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abd  the  testimonials  of  divine  favour  and  approbation  then  givea  bim>  inspire  us  with  coiori^ 
and  resolution  in  the  profession  of  his  name,  and  the  performance  of  the  duties  he  has  enjmned 
upon  us»  whatever  reproaches  or  other  disadvantages  our  fidelity  to  him  may  bring  upon  us :  uot 
doubting  of  a  happy  issue,  and  that  if  we  suffer  with  him,  or  for  him,  we  shall  reign  with  him 
hereafler :  and  that,  if  we  now  honour  him,  (though  not  altogether  as  he  deserves,  and  we  some* 
times  could  wish,  when  our  hearts  are  affected  with  the  greatness  of  his  love)  he  will  honour 
and  glorify  us  with  himself  in  the  kingdom  of  his  Father* 


SERMON  XXII. 

THE  ROMAN  SOLDIERS  AND  THE  JEWISH  RULERS, 

And  when  they  were  assembled  wHh  the  ejders^  and  had  taken  counsel,  (hey  gan^e  large  mmiey  to  tJte 
soldiers.  Saying:  Say  ye^  His  disciples  came  ly  night,  and  stole  him  onjoay  whilst  we  slept.  Matt, 
xxviii.  12,  13. 

At  the  end  of  the  preceding  chapter^  we  are  informed  by  the  evan^list,  that  at  the  request  of 
Joseph  of  Arimathea,  Pilate  granted  him  the  body  of  Jesus  afler  he  had  been  crucified^  **  And 
when  Joseph  had  taken  the  body,  he  wrapped  it  in  a  clean  linen  cloth.  And  laid  it  in  his  own 
new  tomb,  which  he  had  hewn  out  in  the  rock.  And  he  rolled  a  great  stone  to  the  door  of  the 
sepulchre,  and  departed.  And  there  was  Mary  Magdalen,  and  the  other  Mary  sittio^  over 
against  the  sepulchre.  Now  the  next  day  that  followed  the  day  of  the  preparation*'  (by  which  must 
be  understood  the  sabbath,  the  seventh  day  of  the  week)  **  the  chief  priests  and  pbarisees,  -  *  or 
some  of  them,  a  deputation  from  the  council,  **  came  together  to  Pilate,  saying :  Sir,  we  remem* 
ber,  that  that  deceiver  said,  while  he  was  yet  alive,  Afler  three  days  I  will  rise  again.  Command,, 
therefore,  that  the  sepulchre  be  made  sure  until  the  third  day,  lest  his  disciples  come  by  night, 
and  steal  him  away,  and  say  unto  the  people.  He  is  risen  from  the  dead.  So  the  last  error  shall 
be  worse  than  the  first.  Pilate  said  unto  them  :  Ye  have  a  watclu  Go  your  way,  make  it  as 
sure  as  you  can.  So  they  went,  and  made  the  sepulchre  sure,  sealing  the  stone,  and  setting  a 
watch.'*  The  guard  would  prevent  violence.  And  the  seal  would  be  a  security  against  any 
fraud  of^the  solmers,  in  confederacy  with  the  disciples,  if  that  could  have  been  suspected. 

Then  at  the  beginning  of  the  twenty-eighth  chapter.  '<  In  the  end  of  the  sabbath,  as  it  began 
to  dawn,  toward  th6  first  day  of  the  week,  came  Mary  Magdalen,  and  the  other  Mary,  to  see  the 
sepulchre.  And  behold,**  a  shcMt  time  before  their  arrival,  there  was,  or  had  been,  **  a  great 
earthquake.  For  the  angel  of  the  Lord  decended  from  heaven,  and  came,  and  rolled  back  the 
stcme  from  the  door,  and  sat  upon  it.  His  countenance  was  like  lightning,  and  his  raiment 
white  as  snow.  And  for  fear  of  him  tlie  keepers,  "the  guards,*'  did  shake,  and  became  as  dead  men- 
And  the  angel  answered,  and  said  unto  the  women :  Fear  not  ye.  For  I  know>  that  ye  seek 
Jesus,  who  was  crucified.  He  is  not  here.  For  he  is  risen,  as  he  said.  Come,  see  the  place 
where  the  Lord  lay.  And  go  quickly,  and  tell  his  disciples,  that  he  is  risen  from  the  dead  ■ 
And  as  they  went  to  tell  his  disciples,  behold  Jesus  met  them,  saying:  All  hail.  And  they  came^ 
and  held  him  by  the  feet,  and  worshipped  him.  Then  said  Jesus  uuto  them:  Be  not  afraid.  Ga 
tell  my  brethren  that  they  go  into  Galilee.  And  there  shall  they  see  me.  Now  when  they  were 
going,  behold  some  of  the  watch  came  into  the  city»  and  shewed  unto  the  chief  priei^  all  things 
that  were  done.** 

By  this  account  it  appears  that  our  T5aviour*s  resurrection,  and  the  preparations  for  it,  were 
gradual.  *•  There  was  a  great  earthquake :  an  angel  descended  from  heaven,  and  rolled  back  the 
stone  from  the  door,  and  sat  upon  it.  His  countenance  was  like  lightning,  and  his  raiment 
white  aa  snow.  For  fear  of  him  the  keepers  did  shake,  and  became  as  de^  men.**  Now,  at 
this  instant,  or  soon  afler,  the  blessed  Jesus  arose,  and  came  out  of  the  tomb.  Whether  the 
guards,  paw  the  Lord  come  out  of  the  sepulchre^  and  pass  by  them^  is  not  altogether  certain. 
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^Ilie  evangelist's  expressions  are  strong.  **  For  fear  of  him  the  keepers  did  shake,  and  became 
as  dead  men/'  It  seems  that  they  fainted,  or  fell  into  a  swoon.  If  our  Lord  came  out  at  that 
instant,  they  did  not  see  him*  But  if  they  were  recovered  before  he  came  out,  and  they  saw 
him,  they  might  be  still  under  such  an  awe,  as  to  let  him  pass  leisurely  and  unmolested.  For 
the  firat  sight  of  a  man  returned  to  life,  who  had  been  dead  and  crucified,  would  be  exceeding 
surprising.  And  the  late  earthquake,  and  the  majestic  appearance  of  the  angel,  still  in  view, 
who  also,  as  may  be  supposed,  shewed  our  Lord  marks  of  subjection  and  reverence,  as  he  passed, 
might  make  such  impressions,  as  would  restrain  rudeness  and  violence. 

If  they  did  not  see  our  Lord  come  out  of  the  tomb,  and  pass  by  them ;  when  they  had 
recovered  themselves  from  their  fright,  and  looked  round  them,  tliey  saw  that  the  stone  had  been 
Tciled  aw2Ly,  and  that  the  body  was  gone,  and  they  could  make  no  doubt  that  the  person  whom 
they  were  set  to  guard  was  come  to  life. 

From  the  order  of  the  evangelist's  narration  we  also  perceive  that  our  Lord  had  been  raised 
to  life  some  while  before  the  soldiers  came  to  the  Jewish  high  priests.  When  the  body  was  gone 
undoubtedly  they  had  no  farther  business  at  the  sepulchre.  But  it  might  require  some  time  to 
recover  themselves  from  the  consternation  they  had  been  in :  and  before  they  went  off  they 
would  look  well  about  them.  Afler  which,  as  it  seems,  they  retired  to  some  house  and  rested 
themselves,  and  endeavoured  to  settle  the  account  which  they  should  carry  to  those  who  had 
employed  them.  Nor  could  they  know  how  to  find  the  chief  priests  so  early  in  the  morning. 
When  they  had  access  unto  them,  "  they  shewed  unto  them  all  the  things  that  had  been  done  :'* 
tfiat  is,  *  they  told  them  that  *  whilst  they  were  watching  at  the  sepulchre  at  such  an  hour,  there 
«  was  a  great  earthquake,  that  they  saw  a  certain  being  resembling  human  shape,  clothed  in  a 

*  garment  uncomnicMily  white,  his  countenance  exceeding  bright  and  shining,  who  with  amaz^ 
^  awiflneas  descended  from  heaven,  and  that  at  the  sight  of  him  they  were  seized  with  gr^t 
^  consternation.     He  rolled  away  tiie  stone,  and  opened  the  sepulchre.    The  body  was  gone, 

*  and  the  man  was  certainly  alive  again.' 

For  vindicating  themselves  they  added :     <  They  did  not  believe  any  others  would  have 

*  behaved  better.  Who,  but  must  have  been  in  pain  for  their  lives,  when  the  earth  trembled 
*^ under  them  and  around  them?  and  when  there  appeared  some  god,. or  celestial  being,  ftcmi 
«  whose  countenance  issued  flashes  of  lightning  ?   ff  the  body  was  gone,  they  could  not  help  it. 

*  They  were  set  to  guard  against  the  deceit  and  violence  of  men.     But  they  were  not  able  to 

*  contend  with  beings  of  a  superior  order.* 

This  was  a  disagreeable  story  to  the  high  priests :  and  very  unfortunately  for  their  cause, 
the  soldiers  had  not  come  directly  to  them :  they  had  stayed  by  the  way  :  and  the  high  priests 
were  justly  apprehensive,  that  the  account  now  brought  to  lhem»  had  been  already  divulged 
to  others. 

In  so  perplexing  an  emergency  these  chief  priests  thought  it  best  to  convene  the  whde 
sanhedrim.  So  it  follows :  **  And  when  they  were  assembled  with  the  elders,  and  had  taken 
counsel,"  or  deliberated  and  consulted  what  to  do,  **  they  gave  large  money  to  the  soldiers, 
saying.  Say  ye,  His  disciples  came  and  stole  him  away  whilst  we  slept.  And,  it  this  come  to  the 
governor's  ears,  we  will  persuade  him,  and  secure  you.  So  they  took  the  money,  and  did  as 
they  were  taught.     And  this  saying  is  commonly  reported  among  the  Jews  until  this  day.^' 

The  summary  remarks  of  a  judicious  writer  ^  upon  this  history  are  to  this  purpose.     *  The 

*  priests  apd  pharisees  must  be  thought  a  strange  stupid  sort  of  creatures,  if  they  did  not  examine 

*  where  the  apostles  were  all  night :    beside  many  other  particulars,  which  might  have  been  a 

*  thread  to  lead  them  into  strict  inquiries,  unless  it  was  because  they  believed  the  report  that 

*  the  watch  had  brought  them  of  Christ's  rising  again.    When  they  had  this  certain  reason  to 

# 

•  If  it  should  be  asked,  how  could  the  evangeFist  be  assured  related  them  to  sereral.    It  is  also  very  observable,  that  the 

of  all  this,  and  be  able  to  relate  these  things  so  distinctly  :    I  whole  band  did  not  attend  upon  the  chief  priests,  but  a  part 

sbocUd  answer,  that  the  solution  is  very  obvious.    Some  of  only.    Matt.  xxviii»  II.    "  Some  of  the  watch  came  into  the 

the  apostles^  or  other  disciples  of  Jesus,  had  this  account  from  city,  and  shewed  upto  the  chief  priests  all  the  tilings  that  were 

the  soldiers  themselves,  or  others  to  whom  they  had  related  done.**     Nor  is  it  needful  to  suppose  that  the  soldiers,  \vho 

it.    There  was  an  interval  of  several  hours  between  the  open-  had  beett  bribed  by  the  Jewish  council,  were  strictly  obedient 

ing  the  sepulchre  and  our  Lord's  resurrection,  and  their  com-  to  their  orders,  and  never  said  any  thing  but  what  they  had 

ing  to  the  Jewish  rulers.    In  that  space  they  had  much  dis-  been  taught,  when  they  knew  otherwise. 
course  among  themselves  about  the  things  which  had  happened,  .         .  ^  Bomet.upoa  the  Articles^  p.  64. 

and  which  bad  caused  them  so  gveat  surprise.    AzkI  they  had 
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♦  believe  it,  and  yet  resolved  to  oppose  it ;  the  oirfy  thing  they  could  do,  was  to  seem  to  neglect 
^  the  matter,  and  only  to  decry  it  m  general  as  an  imposture,  without  going  into  particulars. 

♦  Which  certainly  they  would  not  have  done,  if  they  themselves  had  not  been  too  sure  of  the 

♦  truth  of  it/ 

<*  His  disciples  came  by  night,  and  stole  him  away  while  we  slept" 

I  propose  to  show  the  falsenood  and  improbability  of  this  report. 

And  then  I  shall  add  some  observation  upon  this  history  of  the  evangelist. 

Concerning  the  first,  it  may  be  thought,  that  I  am  about  to  take  needless  pains,  the  saying 
being  so  very  absurd.  And  indeed,  it  is  well  that  it  deserves  little  regard,  and  that  it  wpears 
so  to  us,  after  having  carefully  attended  to  the  evidence  of  our  Saviour's  resurrection.  But  as 
«<  this  saying  was  commonly  reported  among  the  Jews,*'  it  may  be  worth  the  while  to  show  in 
some  particulars,  how  unlikely  it  is,  and  tluit  it  could  not  be  then  much  regarded  by  any,  but 
such  as  were  very  weak,  or  very  much  prejudiced. 

1.  It  is  very  unlikely  that  *  a  guard  of  Roman  soldiers  should  sleep  upon  duty. 

For  the  Roman  discipline  was  extremely  strict.  Such  a  thing  would  be  improbable  among 
any  people,  especially  among  the  Romans.  And  for  certain,  they  who  set  them  here  gave  them 
:a  stnct  charge  to  be  vigilant.  Nor  was  there  any  long  or  tedious  service  required*  of  uem.  The 
^hole  season  of  their  attendance  could  not,  at  the  utmost,  much  exceed  four  and  twenty  hours. 
The  sabbath  was  begun  when  they  were  placed  at  tlie  sepulchre.  And  soon  after  the  sabbath 
9v;a8  over,  the  body,  which  they  were  to  take  care  of,  was  gone,  and  they  came  down  into  the 
city  to  let  the  high  priests  and  Jewish  rulers  know  what  had  happened. 

2.  The  absurdity  of  this  report  is  manifest  from  itself. 

For  men  cannot  say  what  is  done  when  they  are  asleep.  If  the  disciples  had  attempted  to 
take  tite  body  away,  and  they  knew  it,  they  must  have  been  awake»  and  could,  and  would  have 
prevented  it.  If  they  were  asleep,  they  deserved  to  be  punished.  But  they  could  not  make  any 
cf'edible  report  of  what  was  done  whilst  they  were  in  that  condition.  If  the  body  was  carried 
off  whilst  they  were  asleep,  they  could  not  say  by  whom  it.  was  done.  Whatever  happened  at 
that  time  must  have  been  altogether  unknown  to  them. 

3.  If  the  guard  of  soldiers  had  fallen  asleep  as  they  were  watching  at  the  sepulchre,  they 
must  have  awaked  if  any  attempt  had  been  made  to  steal  away  the  bo^. 

For  the  body  had  been  laid  in  a  new  tomb  hewn  out  in  a  rock.  And  a  large  stone  was  laid 
at  the  door  of  it.  And  after  that  the  Jewish  high  priests  had  seen  it  securely  fastened.  It  was 
impossible,  in  an  ordinary  way,  that  the  sepulchre  should  be  opened,  and  the  body  in  it  taken 
thence,  without  a  good  aeal  of  noise,  which  must  have  awakened  such  as  were  near. 

4.  The  remaining  of  the  burial  clothes  affords  proof  that  the  body  was  not  removed  by  friends 
or  other  men. 

•  The  women,  who  had  been  at  the  sepulchre,  came  to  the  disciples,  and  told  them  what  they 
had  seen.  Luke  xxiv.  1?.  «« Then  arose  Peter,  and  ran  unto  the  sepulchre:  and  stooping 
down,  he  beheld  the  linen  clothes  laid  by  themselves,  and  departed^  wondering  in  himself.  He 
beheld  the  linen  clothes  laid  by  themselves.**   The  meaning  of  the  original  word,  I  think,  is  this : 

♦  He  saw  nothing  but  the  linen  clothes  lying.*    Or,  *  he  saw  the  linen  clothes  only  lying  on 
.  the  ground.' 

This  is  more  particularly  related  by  St.  John  xx.  1 — 8,  who  gives  an  account  of  his  own  and 
Peter's  going  together  to  the  sepulchre.  "  Peter  therefore  went  forth,  and  that  other  disciple, 
and  came  to  the  sepulchre.  So  they  ran  both  together.  And  the  other  disciple  did  outrun 
Peter,  and  came  first  to  the  sepulchre.  And  he  stooping  down,  and  looking  in,  saw  the  linen 
<;loUies  lying.  Yet  went  he  not  in.  Then  cometh  Simon  Peter  following  hun,  and  went  into 
the  sepulchre,  and  seeth  the  linen  clothes  lie,  and  the  napkin  that  was  about  his  head,  not  lying 
with  the  linen  dothes,  but  wrapped  together  in  a  place  by  itself.  Then  went  in  also  that  other 
disciple,  which  came  first  to  the  sepulchre.     And  ne  saw,  and  believed.'* 

This  circumstance  is  a  proof  that  thct  body  was  not  stolen  away  by  the  disciples,  or  other 
friends,  nor  by  common  robbers,  nor  by  any  other  persons.  Whoever  came  upon  such  a  design, 
would  have  been  in  a  hurry,  and  would  have  executed  their  design  with  all  possible  expedition  : 
whereas  here  are  marks  of  leisure  and  composure. 

*  Et  quts  credet,  tot  milites,  vigiliis  perpetoti  aisoetos,  drcomfuiot  lepolchro^  ia  re  tnti  momeati,  sumnueque  expecta- 
tioQiS'---^icuilie  onuies  quasi  ktbuuij^  tepd^         Pol.  Sjn. 
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J{.  It  is  not  conceivable,  that  the  stealing  away,  or  the  clandestine  removal  of  the  body 
of  JesQSy  could  answer  any  purpose  whatever  \  therefore  it  was  not  thought  of  nor  attempted 
by  any% 

I  presume  it  was  not  intended  or  attempted  by  enemies  :  for  it  must  have  best  answered  their 
purpose  that  the  body  should  remain  where  it  had  been  laid  ;  and,  if  produced  on  the  fourth 
day  after  the  death  of  Jesus,  it  would  have  overthrown  all  reports  of  his  resurrection. 

Nor  is  it  conceivable  that  it  should  answer  any  design  of  the  disciples :  for  what  could  they 
have  done  thereupon  ?  By  stealing  away  the  body  they  would  have  been  guilty  of  a  great 
offence,  and  would  have  been  liable  to  a  heavy  punishment.  What  expectation  could  they  ha\  e 
had  of  support  and  defence  either  from  God  or  men,  in  asserting  and  teaching  the  resurrection 
of  Jesus,  which  they  knew  to  be  a  lie  and  falsehood  ? 

6.  There  does  not  appear  any  where  in  this  history,  any  intimation  of  the  disciples'  ex- 
pecting the  resurrection  of  Jesus :  therefore  they  did  not  contrive  any  account  of  his  being 
risen  ^  nor  had  they  beforehand  any  thought  <^  it,  till  they  had  more  than  sufficient  evidence 
of  that  event. 

If  the  disciples  had  in  their  minds  contrived  a  design  of  the  resurrection  of  Jesys,  some  hints 
would  have  appeared  in  the  gospels  of  their  having  an  expectation  of  it.  There  is  a  long  and 
particular  account  in  the  gospels,  written  by  four  several  persons,  in,  which  the  tempers^  and 
designs,  and  actions  of  various  sorts  of  persons  are  exhibited  during  our  Lord's  prosecution, 
crucifixion  and  burial :  but  not  any  the  least  notice,  or  opening  of  such  an  expectation  in  the 
minds  of  any  of  the  disciples.  When  our  Lord  is  apprehended,  the  disciples  nee  and  abscond. 
Peter,  who  goes  into  the  hall  of  the  high  priest,  is  so  affrighted  when  challenged,  that  he  dis- 
owns all  acquaintance  with  Jesus.  When  <<  the  women,'^  who  had  been  first  at  the  sepulchre, 
"returned,**  as  St.  Luke  says,  ch.  xxiv.  9 — ^11,  "  and  told  all  these  things  unto  the  eleven,  and 
to  all  the  rest,  their  words  seemed  unto  them  as  idle  tale^  and  they  believed  them  not."  And 
afterwards,  in  the  evening  of  that  day,  as  two  <rf  the  company  of  the  disciples  were  going  ta 
Emmaus,  when  Jesus  came  to  them,  as  a  stranger,  and  asked  them,  "  What  manner  of  communica- 
tions  are  these,  that  ye  have  one  to  another,  and  are  sad  ?"  they  teU  him  •*  concerning  Jesus  of 
Nazareth,  who  was  a  prophet  m^hty  in  word  and  deed,  whom  the  chief  priests  and  rulers  had 
delivered  to  be  condemned,  and  had  crucified.  But  we  trusted,**  say  they,  "  that  it  had  been  he 
who  shoidd  have  redeemed  Israel.  And  beside  all  tliis,  to-day  is  the  third  day  since  these  thiri^ 
were  done :  yea,  and  certain  women  also  of  our  company  made  us  astonished,  which  were  earhr 
at  the  sepulchre.'' — And  thus  they  go  on  till  our  Lord  interrupts  them,  **  and  says  to  them  :  O 
fools,  and  slow  of  heart  to  believe  all  that  the  prophets  have  spoken  I  Ought  not  the  Christ  to 
have  suffered  these  things,  and  to  enter  into  his  glory  ?**^ 

Nor  does  the  expectation  of  our  Lord's  resurrection  appear  in  any  others.  But  all  werq 
thrown  into  a  state  ol*  dejection  and  despondency  upon>the  death  of  Jesus.  Joseph  of  Arimathea 
and  Nicodemus  bury  the  body,  as  if  it  were  to  lie  there  till  the  general  resurrection.  And  the 
third  day  after  his  crucifixion,  the  women  that  had  shown  him  so  much  respect  before,  come  to 
show  it  again,  by  more  completely  embalming  his  body. 

Since  therefore  there  is  not  any  where  betrayed  an  expectation  beforehand  of  his  rising  from 
the  dead,  the  story  of  his  resurrection  is  not  a  contrivance  of  the  disciples.  Nor  did. they  re- 
move  the  body,  that  they  might  with  the  better  assurance  give  out,  that  he  was  risen. 

7.  This  saying  of  the  guard  must  have  been  false,  forasmuch  as  no  punishment  was  inflicted 
upon  any  for  taking  away  the  body. 

This  was  theur  saying.  This  is  what  the  Jewish  council  directed.  •*  They  gave  large  money 
to  the  soldiers,  saying.  Say  ye.  His  disciples  came  by  night,  and  stole  him  away,  whilst  we  slept. 
And  if  this  come  to  the  governor's  ears,  we  will  persuade  him,  and  secure  you.** 

If  this  saying  be  true,  here  were  two  great  and  neinous  offences,  deserving  a  severepunishment. 
•  The  guard  of  soldiers  slept  when  they  were  upon  duty.*  That  is  the  first  offence.  *  The  disciples 
came  my  night,  and*  stole  nim  away  :*  another  very  great  offence,  no  less  than  robbing  a  sepulchre, 
and  alsd  deserving  severe  punishment.  And  yet  no  cme  is  punished..  Nor  is  there  jmy  design 
fi>nned,  or  attempt  made,  to  bring  guilty  persons  to  justice.  A  certain  sign,  that  the  Jewish 
rulers  knew  the  falsehood  of  what  they  md  the  soldiers  to  say,  and  report  to  the  world ;  and  that 
they  themselvM  were  persuaded  that  Jesus  was  risen  fxom  the  dead. 
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It  has  been  very  justly  observed  upon  this  history :  *  Tbe'prierts  goiii^  dang  witfc  the 
«  partv  of  soldiers  placed  them  in  their  post,  and  sealed  the  stone  that  was  rSled  to  jkhe  door 
«  of  the  sepulchre,  to  hinder  the  guards  from  combining  with  the  disciples  in  carrying  on  any 
«  fraud — i— Thus  whilst  the  priests  cautiously  proposed  to  prevent  our  Lord's  resurrecticm  from 
<  being  palmed  upon  the  world,  resolving,  no  doubt,  to  shew  his  body  publicly  after  the  third 
«  day,  as  an  impostor,  they  put  the  truth  of  Christ's  resurrection  beyond  all  question^  by  for- 

•  nishing  a  number  of  unexceptionable  witnesses  to  it,  whose  testimony  they  themselves  could 

*  not  refuse/ 

So  that  this  saying  is  not  only  false,  and  exceeding  improbable,  but  it  also  serves  to  confirm 
the  belief  of  our  Lord's  miraculous  resurrection  from  the  dead. 

8.  It  remains  therefore,  that  the  testimony  of  the  disciples  of  Jesus  concerning  his  resur* 
rection  is  true  and  credible. 

There  is  nothing  incredible,  nor  improbable  in  the  thing  itself,  that  Jesus  should  rise  fnMn 
the  dead.  If  we  do  but  consider  what  miracles  he  wrought  during  his  life  on  earth,  and  how 
excellent  a  doctrine  he  taught,  that  he  was  a  prophet  mighty  in  word  and  deed,  so  as  none  be* 
Yore  him  had  been,  and  what  signal  testimonies  were  given  to  him  from  heaven  in  the  time  of 
his  ministry,  and  during  the  time  of  his  crucifixion,  and  at  his  death  ^  and  that  he  openly  de- 
clared more  than  once,  that  after  having  been  put  to  death,  he  should  rise  again  in  mree  days. 
If  we  consider  all  these  things,  his  resurrection  cannot  be  thought  improbable. 

Moreover  what  the  disciples  say,  they  aver  upon  good  grounds.  Thev  saw  him,  and  con- 
versed with  him  frequently,  and  had  full  satisfaction  o£  his  being  alive.  Tnerefore  he  was  risen 
a^in.  For  all  men  knew  that  he  had  been  put  to  death,  and  had  expired  on  the  cross,  and  was 
laid  in  a  sepulchre.  They  themselves  were  with  difficulty  convinced  of  his  being  alive  again 
after  his  passion.  But  seeing  evidently,  that  it  was  he  with  whom  they  had  conversed  fi>nnerly, 
and  seeing  him  often,  thev  could  no  longer  withhold  their  assent.  And  being  convinced,  they 
X)penly  published  the  Lord's  resurrection  to  all  the  world. 

AncC  in  the  naine  of  Jesus  Christ,  risen  from  the  dead,  they  wrought  many  miracles,  which  were 
testimonies  given  from  heaven  by  God  himself  to  the  resurrection  and  ascension  of  Jesus  Christy 

This  testimony  to  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  was  received.  Many  at  Jerusalem  hereupon  be- 
lieved in  Jesus  as  the  Christ.  Which  could  not  have  been,  if  he  had  not  risen  from  the  dead. 
For,  if  he  had  remained  in  the  grave,  no  one  could  have  any  expectations  from  him.  His  word, 
in  that  case,  had  failed :  and  there  could  not  have  been  any  ground  to  rely  upon  hin\,  and  trust 
in  him.  But  because  his  word  had  not  failed,  but  the  promise  made  by  him  had  been  fulfilled^ 
of  coming  a^ain  to  his  disciples,  and  endowing  them  with  power  from  above,  therefore  many  be- 
lieved on  him. 

Finally,  the  report,  or  testimony  of  the  disciples,  is  consistent,  and  harmonious  throughout 
They  teach,  that  Jesus  is  risen  from  the  dead,  and  their  behaviour  is  suitable  to  such  a  faith  and 
doctrine. 

Once  they  were  timorous,  dejected,  inconsiderable.  But  now,  when  they  say,  Jesus  is 
risen  froni  the  dead,  they  are  knowing,  discreet,  intrepid  in  dangers,  and  glory  in  sufferings; 
arid  they  inspire  the  like  sentiments  in  others.  They  all  unanimously  bear  witness  to  the  re- 
surrection, and  exaltation  of  Jesus.  Nor  can  any  of  them,  or  of  those  who  receive  theur  tes- 
timony, be  brought  to  disown  or  conceal  this  thing.  They  therefore  knew,  and  were  persuaded 
of  the  truth  of  it. 

And  now  thev  preach  the  doctrine  of  the  gospel  to  all,  a  doctrine  of  the  greatest  importance, 
words,   on  which  the  life  and  happiness  of  men  depend.  Acts  v.  20.    They  address  the 

whole  nation  at  Jerusalem,  saying,  "  Ye  men  of  Israel,  hear  these  words,"  ch.  ii.  22. "  Let 

all  the  house  of  Israel  know,  that  God  hath  made  that  same  Jesus,  whom  ye  have  crucified, 

both  Lord  and  Christ,"  ver.  36. "  Repent,  and  be  baptized  every  one  of  you  in  the  name 

Ojf  Jesus  Christ,  for  the  remission  of  sins,"  ver.  38. "  Repent,  and  be  converted,  that  your 

sins  may  be  blotted  out Unto  you  first,  God  having  raised  ^up  his  Son  Jesus,  sent  him  to 

bless  you,  in  turning  away  every  one  of  you  from  his  iniquities,**  ch.  iii.  19 — 26.  In  a  word, 
the  ilfiteraf  e  disciples  of  Jesus,  who  was  lately  crucified,  are  now  superior  to  all  men.  And  they 
"sit  upon  twelve  tlirones,  judging  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel,**  Matt.  xix.  28,  Luke  xxii.  30, 
as  he  had  foretold,  and  promised.    A  demonstrative  proof;  that  their  master  was  not  still  in  the 

^  Macknight'i  Harmonj.    Sect.  147.  P«  300. 
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^Tftve,  but  ymA  risen  from  the  dead,  and  that  he  was  ascended  up  into  hea;^en^  and  had  sent 
clown  upon  them  the  promised  gift  of  the  Spirit/ 

II.  f  would  now  mention  some  remarks,  paitly  instructive,  partly  practical,  upon  this  history 
43f  the  evangelist  Matthew. 

1.  Sad  is  the  condition  of  a  people  when  their  rulers  and  teachers  practise  themselves,  and 
xecommend  to  others  falsehood  and  prevarication,  and  other  wickedness. 

Such  conduct  we  see  in  the  Jewish  rulers.  They  had  before  given  money  to  Judas,  to  in- 
duce hira  to  betray  into  their  hands  an  innocent  and  excellent  person,  and  also  sought  for  false 
witness  to  piit  him  to  death.  Here  is  another  like  instance  of  their  disregard  to  all  religious 
t>bligations.  Now  they  have  to  do  with  heathens,  Roman  soldiers,  and  they  put  into  their 
mouths  a  downright  falsehood,  and  tempt  them  with  money,  and  give  them  a  large  sum,  to  say 
as  they  directed  them.  We  may  charitably  hope»  that  it  was  not  the  act  of  all  the  Jewish 
council,  or  of  every  t)ne  in  it.  But  it  is  a  deliberate  thing,  and  there  was  a  general  concurrence 
in  this  great  and  aggravated  wickedness.  Some  of  the  guards  came  into  the  city,  to  the  priests, 
who  had  placed  them  at  the  sepulchre.  They  convene  the  council  and  when  they  had  con- 
sulted together,  "  they  gave  large  money  unto  the  soldiers,  saying :  Say  ye,  that  nis  disciples 
came  by  night,  and  stole  him  away,  whilst  we  slept/* 

It  is  a  studied  fdsehood,  contrived  by  the  chief  priests  and  rulers,  when  assembled  together* 
Justly  did  our  Lord  reprove  the  hypocrisy  of  these  men.  How.  much  irreligion  and  baseness^ 
and  every  evil  thing  prevail  and  spread  among  a  people  that  are  under  such  rulers  and  in- 
structors ! 

2.  Here  is  another  instance  of  the  sad  degeneracy  of  men,  and  the  hardness  of  some  men^ii 
liearts. 

The  guard  of  soldiers  were  actually  present  at  our  Lord's  resurrection.  An  angel  descended* 
;and  appeared  in  a  glorious  form :  the  door  of  tlie  sepulchre  was  opened,  and  the  earth  shook, 
^and  the  <*  keepers  trembled.**  These  things  the  soldiers  themselves  had  told  the  chief  priest^, 
and  particularly  how  they  had  beentaflWghted  :  but  all  this  terror  soon  wears  off.  The  Jewish 
elders  put, a  contrived  falsehood  into  their  mouth,  and  offer  them  money,  which  they  take,  and 
«ay  as  they  had  been  directed. 

^  We  likewise  here  see  the  dangerous  consequence  of  an  inordinate  love  of  worldly  gaiUf 
«id  indeed  of  the  prevalence  of  any  bad  principle  in  the  heart. 

The  fear  of  Ood  should  always  possess  and  govern  us.  If  an  inordinate  love  of  worldly 
tgaiii,  or  an  excessive  fear  of  any  worldly  evil  be  admitted,  there  is  great  danger  that  the  next 
temptation  we  meet  with  may  make  a  breach  in  our  integrity. 

4.  This  history  may  put  us  upon  our  guard  against  ewQxy  temptation  to  a  known  falsehood^ 
;and  make  us  very  apprehensive  of  a  lie. 

We  know  not  what  may  be  the  consequence  :  the  mischief  is  oftentimes  wide  and  durable* 
We  may  say,  that  the  mischief  of  some  lies  is  infinite  and  without  end.  The  bad  effect  of  this 
lie  of  tne  soldiers  is  dreadful  to  think  of.  It  was  the  occasion  of  the  unbelief  of  many  of  the 
Jewish  people  at  that  time :  which  also  affected  their  posterity,  and  more  persons  than  we  cim 
distinctly  apprehend.  "  This  saying,**  says  St.  Matthew,  "  is  ccMnmonly  reported  among  the 
Jews  until  this  day.**  This  lie  was  cherisli^d  and  propagated  by  mMiyt  lot  justifying  their  own 
infidelity,  and  for  hardening  others  against  the  testimony  of  Cnrist*s  apostles,  and  the  evidenoe 
of  the  many  miracles  wrought  by  them. 

Every  man  knows  when  he  utters  a  lie ;  for  it  is  something  contrary  to  his  own  inward  per- 
suasion ;  but  he  may  not  be  always  able  to  foresee  the  consequences.  The  soldiers  kiiew  the 
falsehood  of  what  they  said ;  but  they  did  not  duly  consider  the  issue  of  this  calumny  upon  the 
disciples.  We  now  can  better  perceive  it  than  they  did,  when  they  were  first  drawn  into  this 
prevarication.  This  therefi:>re  may  increase  our  dread  o^  a  lie.  We  know  it  is  not  innocent. 
We  feel  it  to  be  contrary  to  our  own  conviction  :  but  it  may  be  worse  tliap  we  are  aware  of; 
and  may  have  consequences  which  we  do  not  think  of. 

5.  This  history  may  help  us  in  forming  a  just  and  great  idea  of  the  diligence  and  zeal  of  the 
apostles  of  Jesus  m  asserting  his  resui^ectioni  and  treading  the  doctrine  of  the  gospel  in  the 
world* 


^  If  iJ^is  sermon  h  too  loty  to  be  ie«d  at  oooe^  bere  is  a  proper  pauie. 
V6JU  ▼•  ^  B 
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They  met  with>  as  we  heftCe  perceive,  many  opposers,  and  a  powerful  opposition.  R>rce  and 
fraud,  and  every  method  was  taken  to  suppress  and  invalidate  their  testimony,  and  to  defeat 
their  endeavours.  They  therefore  must  have  been  laborious  and  active,  zealous  and  diligent ; 
or  they  had  not  prevailed  as  they  did.  And  we  should  learn  to  imitate  them  if  there  be  occasion^ 
And  occasion  there  is,  and  will  be.  There  always  will  be  adversaries  of  the  truth.  Nor  should 
we  grudge  any  labour  for  promoting  the  principles  of  true  religion.  But  should  do  our  utmost 
to  convince  gainsayers,  to  strengthen  those  who  believe)  and  assist  such  as  are  disposed  to  admit 
the  evidence  that  is  fairly  set  before  them. 

6.  From  this  text  we  may  argue,  that  St.  Matthew's  gospel  was  not  written  quite  so  seon  as 
as  some  have  been  willing  to  suppose. 

Some  have  been  apt  to  think,  that  the  gospel  according  to  St.  Matthew  was  written  about 
eight  years  after  our  Lord's  ascension.  Biit.the  account  of  the  most  ancient  Christian  writers 
which  we  have,  is,  that  it  was  not  published  till  about  thirty  years  after  our  Lord's  ascension^ 
"Which  date  much  better  suits  the  expression  of  the  text  than  eight  years.  "  And  this  saying  is 
eommonly  reported  among  the  Jews  until  this  day.**  Whicfa  words  imply,  that  some  considerable 

•  space  of  time  had  passed  since  the  event  here  spoken  of. 

Indeed,  a  written  gospel  was  not  immediately  wanted.  And  a  period  of  between  twenty 
and  thirty  years  after  our  Lord's  resurrection  was  early  enough.     There  would  be  still  living  a 

-good  number  of  the  eye  and  ear-witnesses  of  our  Lord's  person,  teaching,  and  miracles.    As 

-believers  were  by  that  time  become  .numerous,  some  would  desire  to  have  written  me- 
moirs and  histories  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  And  the  doctrine  of  Christ  having  made  considerable 
progress  in  the  world,  many  copies  of  the  gospels  would  be  taken  soon  after  they  were  written.. 
Which  affords  the  best  security  for  their  being  preserved,  and  transmitted  sincere  and  uncor- 
rupted  to  future  times.  We  seem  to  have  good  reason  to  believe,  that  the  first  three  gospels 
were  all  written  about  the  same  time.  These,  soon  after  they  had  been  written,  were  brought  to 
St.  John,  who  thereupon  wrote,  and  published  his  gospel  as  a  supplement;  thereby  both  con- 
firming their  histories,  and  making  some  valuable  additions  to  them.   And  probably,  all  the  four 

'gospels  were  written  before  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem. 

7.  Every  one  must  observe  in  this  context  a  remarkable  instance  of  the  fidelity,  impartiality,, 
fairness  and  simplicity,  with  which  the  history  of  the  Lord  Jesus  has  been  written  by  the  apostles: 
and  evangelists. 

They  have  recorded  many  injurious  reflections  cast  upon  our  Lord  himself  in  person.  Here 
is  mentioned  a  calumny  upon  his  disciples.  And  it  is  a  thing  that  seems  to  weaken  their  testi- 
mony in  a  point  of  the  greatest  importance  5  and,  if  true,  would  overthrow  all  the  evidence 
of  the  resurrection  of  Christ.  Ai)d  though  not  true,  it  obtained  credit  with  maily  Jews.  And 
yet  the  evangelist  has  been  so  fair  as  to  put  it  down.  This  honesty  and  simplicity  of  narration 
niust,  in  the  esteem  of  all  good  jutlges,  recommend  the  evangelist's  performance  j  and  induce 
men  to  receive  every  thing  else  related  by  him. 

And  this  is  what  Christians  should  still  imitate.  They  should  not  be  afraid  of  difficulties  and 
obiections:  but  should  be  willing  to  state  them  clearly  and  fiiUy;  or  let  them  be  so  stated  by 
others.  There  is  a  superior  evidericie  for  truth. .  Otherwise,  we  should  not  be  able  to  say,  that 
it  ought  to  be  receivea.  r  And  when  things  are  carrfuUy  examined,  and  impartially  considered, 
that  superiority  of  evidence  will  bediscerned  and  allowed  of. 

"  The  disciples  came,' and  stole  him  away  whilst  we  slept."  So  said  those  persons  who  were 
set  to  guard  the  sepulchre  of  Jesus.  Who  therefore  should  know  what  was  done  there 
But  when  we  observe  that  this  is  said  to  have  been  done  "  when  they  slept :"  and  when  we  do 
also  take  notice  of  the  other  things  before-mentioned,  it  appears  to  be  a  story  of  very  littie  sig- 
nificance.   Yea  it  tends  to  confirm  the  persuasion  of  our  Lord's  resurrection  as  already  shown. 

To  which  may  be  added,  that  this  story,  or  saymg  of  the  soldiers,  assures  us,  and  all  uxen^ 
.that  there  was  a  guard  set  at  the  sepulchre,  and  that  all  possible  precautions  were  ta|ten  to  pre- 
vent fraud,  and  to  hinder  the  disciples  and  others,  if  any  had  been  so  minded^  from  making,  or 
feigning  a  story  of  a  resurrection,  when  there  was  none. 

The  disciples  had  it  not  in  their  power  to  remove  the  body.  Our  Lord  therefore  was  raised 
to  life.  The  Divine  Being  interposed  for  his  resurrection.  And  then  supported  the  disciples,  in 
their  testimony  to  the  resurrection  of  Jesus,  by  wonders  and  signs,  accompanying  the  word 
spoken  by  them,    Tbferefore  we  need  not  be  shy  to  represent  things  as  they  really  are. 
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8.  FinaBy  in  the  eighth  place.  We  hence  perceive  the  nature  of  the  evidence,  by  which  our 
Lord's  resurrection,  and  the  truth  of  the  Christian  religion  are  supported. 

It  is  not  an  overbearing,  but  a  suflScient  evidence.  It  is  not  an  evidence  that  leaves  no  room 
for  cavils  and  exceptions.  It  is  not  such,  but  that  some  may  reject  it,  if  they  are  biassed  and 
prejudiced ;  and  may  make  a  shift  to  satisfy  themselves  in  so  doing.  But  yet  it  is  an  evidence 
sufficient  to  persuade  reasonable  men.  It  will  bear  the  strictest  scrutiny  and  examination  ;  arid 
to  serious,  attentive,  and  rational  men,  it  will  appear  convincing  and  conclusive ;  sufficient  to 
induce  their  assent,  and  to  encourage,  and  support  their  diligence  and  perseverance  in  the  pro* 
fession  of  religious  truth,  and  the  practice  of  vutue. 

Let  us,  then,  show  ourselves  to  be  children  of  wisdom,  by  diligently  examining  the  evidences 
of  the  principles  of  religion,  and  by  embracing  and  maintaining  those  which  appear  to  be  rea^* 
sonable,  and  supported  by  good  and  sufficient  evidence. 


SERMON  XXIII. 

THE  APOSTLE  THOMAS. 


Jesus  saith  unto  him :  Thomas^  because  thou  hast  seen  me,  thou  hast  believed.    Blessed  are  they 
that  have  not  seen,  and  yet  have  believed.     John  xx.  29. 

These  words  are  part  of  a  remarkable  conversation  between  an  atfectionate  disciple,  and  a  more 
affectionate  Lord  and  Saviour,  Thomas,  in  the  time  of  his  Master  s  ministry,  upon  an  occasion 
of  great  danger  to  his  person,  had  been  willing  "  to  go;  and  die  with  him,'*  John  xi.  16,  Jesus^ 
out  of  love  for  his  disciples,  and  or  mankind  in  general,  had  now  laid  down  his  life,  with  as 
many  aggravations  of  pain  and  disgrace,  as  the  loss  of  an  innocent  life  can  well  be  attended 
with.     But  he  was  dehvered  from  the  grave,  and  raised  up  again  to  life,  now  to  die  no  more. 

And  that  the  disciples  themselves,  and  tJie  world  in  general,  might  obtain  the  benefits  pro- 
posed by  his  death  and  sufFeringS,  and  all  his  transactions  on  this  earth,  he  was  willing  to  give 
his  disciples,  and  others  who  had  known  him,  the  most  sati^actory  evidence  of  his  resurrection. 
The  same  love  that  had  carried  him  through  the  pains  of  death,  still  reigned  in  tlie  risen  Saviour, 
and  Lord  of  life.  And  he  condescends,  after  ,his  resurrection,  to  renew  his  acquaintance  with 
his  disciples,  and  to  give  them  in  a  free  and  familiar  manner  the  proofs  of  his  being  alive 
again. 

He  had  already  before  this  shewn  himself  to  several,  and  to  all  the  other  disciples  on  the 
day  on  which  he  arose,  ver.  19,  20.  "  Then  the  same  day  at  evenings  being  the  first  day  of 
the  week,  when  the  doors  were  shut,  where  the  disciples  were  assembled  for  fear  of  the  iews> 
came  Jesus,  and  stood  in  the  midst,  and  saith  unto  them :  Peace  be  unto  you.  And  when  he 
had  so  said,  he  showed  them  his  hands,  and  his  side.     Then  were  the  disciples  glad,  when  they 

saw  the  Lord ^ver.  34 — 29^     But  Thomas,  one  of  the  twelve,  called  Didymus,  was  not  with 

them  when  Jesus  came.  The  other  disciples  therefore  said  unto  him :  We  have  seen  the  Lord. 
But  he  said  unto  them :  Except  I  shall  see  in  his  hands  the  print  of  the  nails,  and  put  my 
finger  into  the  print  of  the  nails,  and  thrust  my  hand  into  his  side,  I  will  not  believe.  And 
after  eight  days,  again  his  disciples  were  within,  and  Thomas  with  them.  Then  came  Jesus,  the 
doors  being  shut,  and  stood  in  the  midst,  and  said :  Peace  be  unto  you.  ITien  saitfi  he  to 
Thomas :  Reach  hither  thy  fin^r,  and  behold  my  hands.  And  reach  hither  thy  hand,  and  thrust 
it  into  my  side.  And  be  not  faithless,  but  believing.  And  Thomas  answered,  and  said  unto 
him  :  My  Lord,  and  my  God.  Jesus  saith  unto  him :  Thomas,  because  thou  hast  seen  me^  thou 
hast  believed.     Blessed  are  they  that  have  not  seen,  and  yet  have  believed.'* 

The  consideration  of  which  words  will  lead  me  to  three  heads  of  discourse* 
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I.  The  conduct  of  Divine  Providence  in  not  giving  to  aQ  the  highest  ^vidteee  <^  the  pbjectat 
of  faith,  even  the  evidence  of  sight,  or  of  extraordinary  works  done  before  them,  atid  the  rea- 
sonableness of  that  conduct. 

II.  That  an  evidence  below  that  of  sense  may  be  a  sufficient  ground  of  belief. 

III.  The  blessedness  of  such  as  believe,  though  they  have  not  the  highest  evidence,  that  of 
their  senses. 

I.  The  conduct  of  Divine  Providence,  in  not  affording  to  all  the  highest  evidence  of  the 
objects  of  faith,  that  of  sight,  or  of  extraordinary  works  done  before  them :  /and  the  reasoni^ 
bleness  of  that  conduct. 

Here  it  may  be  worth  the  while  to  observe,  that  the  great  and  ultimate  objects  of  faith  are. 
always  or  at  least,  usually  invisible  to  men  in  this  world  ;  and  that  none,  or  very  few,  have  the 
demonstration  of  sense  for  their  truth  and  existence.  We  believe  the  being  of  God  :  but  he 
himself  is  invisible.  They  are  his  works  only,  the  proofs  and  evidences  of  his  being  and  per- 
fection, that  are  visible.  That  the  world  was  made,  is  the  object  of  our  faith,  the  subject  matter 
of  our  persuasion.  But  we  did  not  see  it  made.-  Nor  coidd  its  formation  be  seen  by  any  man^ 
But  we  believe  that  it  was  made,  from  the  considerations  of  reason,  and  from  the  testimony  of 
the  word  of  God  conveyed  to  us.  So  it  is  also,  when  promises  of  temporal  blessings  are  made: 
to  any  for  the  encouragement  pf  their  obedience.  God  promised  to  Abraham,  that  he  would 
give  his  posterity  the  possession  of  the  land  of  Canaan.    And  Abraham  believed  that  God  would 

Eerform  his  word  and  promise.  That  was  the  object  of  his  faith.  But  he  did  not  see  the  thing 
elieved.  He  might  for  his  satisfaction  have  afforded  to  him  the  sight  of  some  extraordinary 
effects,  such  as  consuming  his  sacrifice  by  fire,  and  other  miraculous  appearances,  to  assure  him,, 
that  the  promise  was  made  by  God  himself,  and  might  be  relied  upon  as  certain.  Still  the  object, 
of  his  faith,  that  **  his  seed  should  possess  the  land  of  Canaan,''  was  a  thing  future,  distant^  and 
invisible. 

In  Uke  manner  Christ's  miracles  were  visible  to  those  who  Kved  at  that  time,  and  were  pre- 
sent when  they  were  performed.    But  his  divine  commission  and  authority,  the  thing  to  be 
proved  by  them,  was  not  visible.    Nor  was  the  heavenly  life,  which  he  promised,  visible  to  the 
men  of  that  time,  but  only  the  evidences  of  it,  his  mighty  works. 

Of  such  things  the  disciples  themselves  had  not  a  sight.  It  was  only  the  evidence  of  thenu 
that  was  visible.  Afler  all  that  they  had  s^en  in  Christ,  the  disciples,  as  well  as  others,  were  ta. 
exercise  a  faith  of  invisible  things. 

Thomas,  and  the  other  disciples,  had  the  evidence  of  their  senses,  that  Jesus,  their  master,^ 
was  alive  again,  after  his  crucifixion.  But  the  heavenly  8tate»  the  future  happiness  of  good  men,, 
the  general  judgment,  the  things  to  be  proved  by  his  resurrection,  were  still  distant  and  invi*^ 
gible  :  not  objects  of  sense,  but  assented  to  by  faith  only. 

The  difference  therefore  between  the  disciples  of  Christ,  and  others,  who  see  not  his  mira^ 
cles,  is  this.  The  disciples,  and  many  others  ^t  that  time,  had  visible  and  sensible  proofs  or 
evidences  of  invisible  tlimgs.  But  still  the  heavenly  state,  and  future  retributions  were  invisible 
to  them,  and  objects  of  faith.  Others,  who  live  not  at  the  time  of  tlie  revelation  of  the  divine 
will,  but  after  it,  and  after  the  ceasing  df  extraordinary  works,  and  miraculous  operations,  neither 
see  the  heavenly  state,  nor  the  external  evidences  of  it.  But  they  receive  upon  testimony  the 
evidences  that  had  been  set  before  others.  Upon  that  testimony  they  believe  the  resurrection 
of  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  miracles  wrought  by  nimself,  and  by  others  in  his  name.  And  they 
admit  them  to  be  sufficient  evidences  of  a  lire  to  come,  and  the  recompences  of  it» 

For  shewing  the  reasonableness  of  this  cmiduct  of  Divine  Providence,  in  not  giving  to  all 
the  highest  kind  of  evidence,  it  may  be  observed,  that  there  seem  to  be  but  three  several  ways 
supposable  for  a  revelation  to  be  made  by  God  to  mai;ikind,  concerning  the  obligation  of  duty^ 
and  the  recompenses  of  it. 

For,  if  over  and  above  the  light,  which  may  be  attained  in  the  exercise  of  our  natural 
powers  and  faculties,  God  is  graciously  pleased  to  vouchsafe  a  revelation  to  men  j  in  order  ta 
make  it  general,  it  must  be  one  of  these  three  ways  :  fii-st,  by  a  particular  revelation  of  himself 
to  every  man  in  every  age.  Or,  secondly,  by  aflrc^rding  a  revelation  in  every  age,  and  in  every 
country,  to  some  few,  or  a  certain  number  of  persons,  endowed  by  him  witii  a  power  of  per- 
forming extraordinary  works  before  other  men^  sufficient  to  satisfy  them,  that  the  doctrine. 
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lii^bt  by  those  persona,  ik  from  heaven  and  the  will  of  God^  *Whieh  all  ought  to  reeetve,  and 
Qomotm  to,  as  the  rule  of  life,  and  to  rely  upon,  as  the  ground  and  measure  of  their  hopes  and- 
expectations  concerning  future  recompenses^  Or,  thirdly,  God  may  send  some  messenger  of 
liigh  character  and  authority,  who  shall  communicate  his  will  to  the  men  of  some  one  age  and 
country  j  and  by  many  mirades  give  full  proof,  that  what  he  delivers  is  with  authority  from 
heaven.  And  then  they,  who  have  received  this  revelation  from,  the  divine  messenger,  shall 
communicate  it  to  others ;  who  having  received  it  upon  good  evidence,  shall  be  bound,  not  only 
to  con^H^m  to  it  themiselves,  but  also  to  deliver,  and  transmit  it  to  others ;  lv>th  the  revelation ' 
itself,  and  the  evidences  of  its  divine  original ;  that  it  may  be  handed  down  from  age  to  age,  as 
the  rule  of  action,  and  the  ground  of  comfort  and  hope  to  all.. 

This  is  very  much  the  method,  which  we  suppose  God  to  have  taken  in  the  rev^tion  by 
Moses,  and  by  Jesus  Christ,  his  well-beloved  Son,  our  Lord  and  Saviour. 

And  it  is  not  difficult  to  perceive^  that  the  other  two  metlieds,  before-mentioned,  would  be* 
attended  with  many  inconveniences,  and  very  much  break  in  upon  the  established  order  of 
things  in  this  present  woild..  Nor  would  they,  in  all  probability,  be  more  effectual,  than  the 
method  which  God  appears  to  have  taken* 

II.  The  next  thii^  to  be  showais,^  that  an  evidence-below  that  of  sight  may  be  a  sufficient 
ground  of  belief  and  action. . 

And  it  is*  plain,  that  it  is  so,  because  in- many  cases  men  act  upon  it%     And  the  evidence; 
which  we  still  have  of  the  revelation  made  by  Jesus  Christ,  is  a  sufficient  reason  for  receiving  it,, 
as  a  true  revelation..    For  the  accoimt  of  it  contained  in^  the  New  Testament  is  delivered  with 
all  possible- marks  of  imnplicity  and  integrity.    The  revelation  was  received  bv  a  great  number. 
0f  persons  £romthe^  beginnings.     It  lias  been  confirmed  by  great  and  remarkable  eflfeots,  and  the^ 
vast  altecatioa  which  has  been  thereby  made  in  the  false  notions  and  sentiments,  and  evil  prac* 
tjses  and.  customs  of  mankind.     And  from,  that  time  to  this  there  have  been  many  in  the  world^. 
ta.  every  age,  who  have  made  an  opeii  profession  of  this  decline  ;.  greatnumber^of  whom  have^ 
borne  their  testimony  to  it  by  patientlv  enduring  all  kinds  of  sufferings  on  account  of  it.     And 
the  resurrection  of  Jesus  has  been  celebrated  on  the  first  day  of  the  week  in  all  the  ages  of 
Christianity.     And  his  death,  and  all  the  wonders  of  his  ministry,  have  been  frequently  remem- 
bered and  rehearsed  in  the  assemblies  of  his  followers.. 

Though  therefore  we  have  Aot  the  evidence  ei  sight,  we  have  a  sufficient  evidence  of  the  * 
resurrection  of  Christ :  and  consequently,  of  all  the  religious  truths  which  were  to  be  confirmed, 
by  it:  and  by  this  evidence  we  may,  and  ought  to  be  guided  and  influenced. > 

III.  The  third  thing  is  the  blessedness  of  those  who  believe,  though  they  have  not  the  evi-- 
dence  of  sense,  or  the  highest  evidence  oS  all. 

The  meaning  of  our  Lord  seems  to  be,  that  they  are  more  blessed  than  they  who  believe* 
imly  upon  the  evidence  of  sight.  ^  Jesus  saith  unto  him  :  Because  thou  hast  seen  me,  thou, 
hast  believed.     Blessed  are  they  that  have  not  seen,  and  yet  have  believed.** 

The  reason  is  this.     Such  do  in  this  respect  shew  a  greater  love  of  truth,  than  they  who^ 
yield  only  to  the  evidence  of  sight.     They  who  have  only  the  evidence  of  testimony,   and 
that  testimony  conveyed  through  several  successions  of  witnesses,  have  need  to  use  more  at- 
tention and  care  than  they  who  have  before  them  the  evidence  of  sight. . 

They  who  out  of  love  for  truth,  and  a  desire  of  the  knowledge  of  religious  principles, 
carefully  examine  this  lesser  kind  of  evidence,  and. the  several  branches  of  it,  till  they  arrive 
at  a  full  conviction  of  the  truths  attested,  show  a  very  good  and  laudable  dilsposition. 

They  likewise  manifest  a  humble  and  teachable  temper  in  submitting  to  the  will  cH  God, 
and  acknowledging  the  wisdom  of  this  disposal :  who  has  appointed  visible  and  supernatural 
evidences  of  invisible  things  in  that  way,  wnich  is  best  adapted  to  the  established  order  of  nature, 
and  so  as  may  I^ast  break  in  upon  the  settled  discourse;  of*  things. 

Moreover  they  may  be  said  to  have  a  nobler  faith,  who  upon  an  evidence,  sure  and  satis- 
iu;tory  indeed,  but  belpw  that  of  sight,  are  induced  to  be  faithful  to  God,  and  practise  self- 
denial  in  those  many  occasions  in  which  it  is  necessary  in  the  present  state  of  things. 

I  may  add  farther,  that  th^  **  who  have  not  seen,  and  yet  have  believed,*'  will  have  a  faith . 
in   more  truths  than  they  who  3deld^only  to  the  evidence  of  sight :  for  we  may  know  of  many 
more  things  by  hearing  and  reading  than  have  been  Axm^  b^re  ns*    Certamly  tliere  may  be 
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good  evidence  of  many  remarkable  works,  of  God,  and  of  many  eminent  acts  of  goodness,  patienc«t 
meekness,  integrity  or  our  fellow-creatures,  beside  those  which  we  have  seen  with  our  own  ey68» 
done  in  distant  parts,  and  in  past  ages.  And,  if  upon  due  examination,  we  are  persuaded  of 
them,  we  may  be  thereby  much  confirmed  in  rfie  belief  of  the  truth  of  the  invisible  things  of  the 
heavenly  state.  And  we  may  be  established  in  the  practice  of  virtue;  and  may  be  animated  and 
strengthened  in  the  Christian  course,  much  more  tiian  we  should  be  if  we  disbdieved  every  thing 
which  we  have  not  seen  with  our  eyes. 

Application.  IV.  I  now  proceed  to  mention  some  observations  suitable  to  the  subject        / 

1.  We  are  led  to  observe  in  this  history,  one  of  the  many  instances  of  plainness^  simplicity, 
and  integrity,  which  do  so  much  recommend  the  gospels  to  our  belief  and  reception. 

The  apostle  and  evangelist  John,  who  wrote  this  gospel,  we  may  be  assured  had  a  respect  to 
truth  in  his  history :  or  he  had  not  inserted  this  account  of  Thomas's  unbelief;  for  though  it  is 
far  from  being  honourable  to  that  disciple,  St.  John  has  related  it  plainly.  But  it  is  a  particular 
that  may  tend  to  satisfy  us  of  the  truth  of  our  Lord's  resurrection,  in  that  there  was  such  full  proof 
given  of  it  again  and  again  to  the  disciples;  so  as  to  convince  them  all  of  it,  tiiough  they  had  for 
a  while  been  under  great  doubts  and  prejudices:  therefore  St.  John  has  inserted  this  account 
that  we  might  believe.  As  he  says  ver.  30,  31,  "  And  many  other  things  truly  did  Jesus  in  the 
presence  or  his  disciples  which  are  not  written  in  this  book.  But  these  are  written  that  ye  might 
oelieve  that  Jesus  is  tiie  Christ  the  Son  of  God,  and  that  believing  ye  might  have  life  through 
his  name.'* 

2.  From  this  text  may  be  inferred  the  great  necessity,  and  many  advantages  of  serious  and 
impartial  inquiry  and  examination  into  the  grounds  and  evidences  of*  the  principles  of  religion. 

For  it  has  not  been  at  all  my  intention  in  this  discourse,  concerning  the  reasonableness  of 
believing  without  the  highest  degree  of  evidence,  to  persuade  any  to  believe  without  ground,  or 
without  sufficient  evidence:  nor  does  the  text  lead  to  any  such. thing,  but  quite  the  contrary. 
Thomas  is  not  reproved  for  not  believing,  whilst  he  had  no  ground  to  bdieve ;  but  because  he 
had  resisted  very  cogent  evidence. 

And  the  conduct  of  Providence  in  not  affording  to  all  the  evidence  of  sight  should  put  men 
upon  examining  and  considering,  with  care  and  diligence,  that  evidence  which  is  .proposed  to 
them.  It  was  the  duty  of  those  who  lived  in  our  Saviour's  time,  before  whom  his  miracles  were 
wrought.  There  was,  even  then,  a  necessity  of  this.  There  were  several  branches  of  the 
evidence  of  his  authority,  and  the  truth  of  his  doctrine.  All  which  were  to  be  carefully  attended 
to,  and  impartially  weighed.  He  himself  referred  them  to  these  evidences.  He  directed  them 
to  consider  the  reasonableness  of  his  doctrine,  and  its  agreement  with  the  writings  of  Moses  and 
the  prophets:  to  consider  the  testimony  of  John,  and  the  greatness  of  his  own  works.  John  viii. 
45,46. 

It  is  as  needful,  or  more  needful  for  us  now  to  inquire  and  examine.  We  should  be  at  the 
pains  of  observing  the  many  proofs  there  are  in  the  New  Testament  of  the  certainty  of  a  Provi- 
dence, a  future  judgment,  and  a  life  to  come.  We  should,  as  we  have  opportunity,  consider 
what  evidence  there  is,  that  the  books  of  the  New  Testament  are  the  writings  of  the  aposties,  and 
evangelists  of  Christ,  to  whom  the  mind  of  God  was  revealed.  We  may  a<)  well  to  observe  the 
marks  of  simplicity,  veracity  and  integrity,  which  there  are  in  the  historical  parts  of  the  New 
Testament:  and  also  how  reasonable,  how  perfect,  how  heavenly  the  whole  doctrine  of  the  evan- 
gelical scriptures,  and  consequentiy,  how  worthy  of  God. 

This  examination  is  a  duty  incumbent  upon  all,  that  they  may  gain  such  a  knowledge,  and 
rational  conviction  of  the  trutKs  of  religion,  as  shall  be  sufficient  for  their  own  satisfaction. 

And  for  some  others,  who  have  more  opportunities,  and  better  abilities,  it  mayT>e  incumbeai 
upon  them,  so  far  to  inquire  into  the  grounds  and  evidences  of  the  principles  of  religion,  as  to» 
be  able  to  propound  them  to  other  men,  and  assist  them  in  their  searclies  after  truth. 

3.  Which  brings  me  to  another  observation  upon  i\m  text  and  context  in  the  third  place,  that 
it  may  be  our  duty,  of  some  at  least,  to  propose  and  recommend  the  evidences  of  the  principles  of 
religion  frequently,  and  with  great  plainness. 

Though  some  are  greatly  prejudiced,  and  hard  to  be  convinced  of  some  things  that  appear  to 
us  \exy  reasonable  and  weU  founded.  Yet  if  they  have  but  sincerity  of  mind,  they  should  not 
be  abandoned  as  obstinate,  and  incapable  of  conviction. 
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We  have  a  straDgi  instance  of  the  force  of  prejudice  in  Thomas  «  disciple  of  Jesus»  and 
]ui€uestionably  a  sincerely  good  and  upright  man.  He  had  heard  all  that  Christ  had  before  said 
of  nis  dying,  and  rising  again  from  the  dead.  He  had  also  been  assured  by  the  other  disciples, 
that  they  had  seen  the  Lord  since  his  crucifixion.  They  whom  he  well  knew,  whose  honesty  he 
had  no  ground  to  suspect,  whose  prejudices  too  had  prevailed  greatly,  say  to  him :  "  We  have 
seen  the  Lord."  Here  are  ten  witnesses  concerning  a  point  about  which  they  could  not  be 
easily  deceived.  And  very  probably,  some  others,  who  had  seen  Christ  separately,  told  him  the 
iame  thing.  Nevertheless,  he  did  not  believe  them.  Nor  would  he  believe,  he  said,  unless  he 
should  himself  see  and  touch  the  nua*ks  of  his  crucifixion.  Thus  acted  this  person,  because  of- 
some  prejudices,  too  much  favoured  and  indulged.  Nevertheless  Jesus  did  not  give  him  up  to 
his  unbelief.  But  he  comes  again  among  his  disciples,  and  at  a  time  when  Thomas  was  with 
them.  He  shows  himself  to  him,  speaks  to  him,  and  discovers  the  strange  and  positive  demand 
that  he  had  made  for  his  sati^action. 

In  like  manner,  may  some  others,  good  and  sincere  men,  reject  a  sufficient  evidence  of  some 
tniths,  on  account  of  prejudices,  which  have  been  long  and  deeply  rooted  in  their  minds. 

When  this  is  the  case,  though  they  should  withhold  their  assent  to  the  first  representation  of 
the  evidences  of  some  truth ;  it  may  not  be  always  reasonable  to  give  them  up*  It  may  be  fit  to 
take  some  other  opportunity  to  repeat  the  evidence  or  to  set  it  before  them  in  a  difierent  lights 
or  to  add  new  and  farther  proofs  if  they  can  be  had.  It  is  a  kind  and.  generous  work»  to  carry 
men  on  from  truth  to  truth,  and  bring  them  to  a  persuasion  of  every  truth,  conducive  to  the 
enlargement  of  their  minds,  and  the  increase  and  perfection  of  their  virtue. 

Thomas  was  a  Jew  and  a  good  man,  and  believed  the  general  articles  of  religion.  But  our 
XfOrd  does  not  leave  him  there.  For  his  own  benefit,  and  the  benefit  of  others,  he  afibrds  hun 
evidences  of  his  resurrection,  till  he  is  convinced:  that  thereby  be  might  have  farther  evidences 
of  a  future  state,  and  be  acquainted  with  all  the  inducements  to  virtue,  and  steadiness  therein, 
which  would  flow  from  a  belief  of  his  resurrection :  and  might  be  also  able  to  recommend  them 
to  others. 

You  know  how  St.  Paul  solemnly  exhorts  Timothy.  "  Preach  the  word,**  says  he,  •*  be  instant 
in  season  and  out  of  season.  Reprove,  rebuke,  exhort  with  all  long-sufiering  and  doctrine^'*^ 
a  Tim.  iv.  1,  2. 

4.  We  may  infer  from  the  declaration  of  our  Lord  in  the  text,  that  the  Divine  Being  in  his 
acceptance  of  men,  and  in  the  recompenses  he  bestows  upon  them,  has  a  respect  to  their  several 
circumstances,  and  their  suitable  improvements. 

It  is  a  general  maxim,  mentioned  by  our  Lord.     Luke  xii.  48.  "  Unto  whomsoever  miich  is . 
jgiven,  of  him  shall  be  much  required.     And  to  whom  men  liave  committed  much,  of  him  they 
vrill  a^  the  more.** 

The  doctrine  of  the  text  is  to  the  like  purpo3e.  Our  Lord  pronounceth  a  special  blessing 
upon  such  as  have  not  seen,  and  yet  have  believed..  He  that  did  not  see,  has  not  all  the  same 
Inducements  to  believe  that  Thoihas  had,  who  saw  Christ  after  his  resurrection.  In  this  respect 
he  excels  Thomas,  who  believed  upon  the  evidence  of  sight,  and  not  before. 

If  then  any  one,  with  less  and  fewer  advantages,  attain  to  an  equal  degree  of  faith  and  virtue 
with  him  who  has  more  and  greater  advantages,  he  is  more  commendable,  and  will  be  mote  blessed 
than  the  other. 

It  ^as  very  fit  that  all  the  apostles  of  Jesus  should  have  the  highest  evidence ;  that  they 
n>ight  give  the  best  satisfaction  to  others  concerning  his  resurrection,  and  that  they  might  all 
be  eminent  examples  of*  zeal,  patience  and  fortitude. 

And  yet  he  who  with  less  advantages  equals  them  in  zeal,  patience  and  fortitude,  may  be 
reckoned  to  exceed  and  excel  them. , 

We.  hereby  see  how  diflScuk  it  must  be  to  answer  that  question :  **  Who  shall  be  greatest  in 
the  kingdom  of  heaven,**  Matt,  xviii.  1 ;  a  question  which  the  disciples  put  to  our  Saviour^ 
when  their  notions  of  that  kingdom  were  too  worldly  and  sensual.  Ihe  question  is  still  very 
difficult,  though  our  ideas  are  enlarged :  nor  can  we  say,  "  who  shall  be  greatest  in  the  kingdom 
of  heaven ;"  or  whence  that  person  shall  come  :  Whether  from  among  those  who  lived  in  the 
time  of  our  Saviour,  who  heard  the  gracious  words  that  proceeded  out  of  his  mouth,  and  saw  the 
w^cMiderful  works  that  he  did ;  and  thereby  were  filled  with  a  lively  faith  in  God,  and  in  the  Son 
of  God,  and  were  excited  to  labour,  and  endure  hard  things  for  his  name^s  sake.    Whether  1  say. 
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he  shall  be  one  of  these  iiAo  "Tiare  seen,  and  therefore  believed  }*'  or  whether  he  will  be  one  of 
those  **  who  have  not  seen,  and  yet  have  believed/'  Whether  he  may  be  one  who  lives  in  latter 
times,  and  by  serious  and  humble  inquiry  and  consideration  arrives  at  a  faith  of  equal  strength 
and  activity  with  those  of  the  more  early  ages  of  the  gospel,  and  labours,  and  suffers,  and  £e8 
jtt  they  did. 
.  Or,  whether  he  shall  come  from  among  those,  who  under  the  obscurer  revelations  of  the  divine 
will,  before  the  coming  of*  Christ,  arrived  at  eminence  in  all  virtue  and  holiness.* 

Or,  finally,  whether  he  shall  come  from  some  of  the  dark  places  of  tlie  earth,  where  scarcely 
one  ray  of  divine  revelation  has  reached :  and  be  a  person,  who  under  the  greatest  disadvantages 
for  re%ious  knowledge,  arrived  at  some  considerable  justness  of  sentiments  concerning  God,  and 
the  way  of  serving  him,  and  has  been  there  an  example  of  virtue  to  the  men  among  whom  he 
Jived;  who  had  sought,  and  found,  and  acknowledged  the  one  God,  Creator  of  the  universe,  and 
-under  great  discouragements  recommended  the  worship  of  God,  and  the  practice  of  virtue.* 

But  though  we  cannot  say  who  will  be  the  greatest,  we  know,  that  "  whoever  hears  Christ's 
^sayinffs,  and  doth  them,**  Matt  v^  194  whoever  sincerely  "  keeps  the  commandments  of  Godp 
shall  be  great  in  the  kiqgdom  of  heaven,"  ch.  vii.  S4*  And  we  know  what  are  the  virtues,  and 
4«^hat  the  works  which  are  in  high  esteem  with  the  Saviour  and  Judge  of  the  world  :  "  feeding 
the  hun^y,  clothing  the  naked,  visiting  the  sick,  and  such  as  are  in  prison'*  (especially  when  it 
is  for  a  good  cause)  and  other  like  offices  of  benevolence  to  our  fellow-creatures  in  this  state 
of  trial. 

Upon  the  whole,  then,  let  us  cherish  and  improve  a  faith  of  invisible  things,  by  serious  and 
impartial  consideration  ;  and  attending  to  the  evidence  which  God  has  given  us :  which,  though 
fiot  the  highest,  is  very  cogent  ^nd  sufficient.  And  let  us  be  concerned  to  shew  our  iaith  bv 
tvorks  suited  to  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  which  we  have  received^  and  all  the  advants^ges  whidti 
¥f^  enjoj. 


SERMON    XXIV, 

#£SUS  THE  SON  OF  MAN, 


And  he  Mid  unto  the  disables :  The  days  mil  come^  when  ye  shall  desire  to  see  one  ^  tiie  days  (if 
the  Sm  of  Man,  and  ye  shaM  not  see  it.    Luke.  xvii%  22, 

The  words  of  the  text  are  owing  to  an  inq^uiry  concerning  the  time  of  the  manifestation  of  the 
kingdom  of  the  Messiah;  accompanied,  it  is  lilcely,  with  indications  of  their  prevailing  prejudice 
concerning  its  woridlv  nature,  Ver.  20.  "  And  when  he  was  demanded  of  the  pharisees^ 
when  the  kingdom  of  God  should  come;  he  answered  them,  and  said.  The  kingdom  of  God 
Cometh  not  with  observation :"  or  with  the  outward  pomp  and  splendour,  visible  in  earthly  king«> 
doms,  exciting  wonder  and  surprise,  attracting  the  eyes,  and  pleasing  the  passions  of  carnal  ami 
worldly  people.  .  ^ 

Ver.  21.  "  Neither  shall  they  say,  Lo  here,  or  lo  there  :  for  the  kingdom  of  God  is  within 
you.'*  Neither  will  it  come  after  the  manner  of  worldly  kingdoms,  set  up  by  a  great  leader,  to 
whose  standard  all  should  be  invited  to  resort,  to  put  themselves  under  his  protection,  in  order 
to  join  in  advancing  it,  and  share  in  its  emoluments  and  advantages,  **  For  oehold  the  kingdooi 
cf  God,'*  though  you  are  not  pleased  to  regard  it,  and  the  signs  of  it  are  such  as  you  disdaan  to 

*  'Whoever  places  the  true  isoral  worth  and  excelleiice  reason  it  h  not  impossible,  afler  all  our  boasted  advantages  ia 

where  it  ought  to  be  placed^  I  mean,  not  in  the  soundness  of  point  of  knowledge,  but  that  a  roan,  cast  upon  the  most  bar* 

the  head,  bat  in  the  soundness  of  the  he&rt,  will  easihr  discern,  barous  and  illiterate  part  of  the  globe,  may  come  off  with  more 

bow  possible  it  is  for  one  prc^essor,  that  is  furnished  with  the  applause  at  that  impartial  tribunal,  than  our  Clau4ea«  Newtons, 

•caotiest  stock  of  knowledge,  to  be  a  far  better,  worthier  and  or  any  other  the  most  distingoished  characters,  whether  of  tte 

more  amiable  character  in  life,  than  another  who  is  possessed  pbtk)sophic,  religioiis,  or  am  kind.*    Dr.  J.  N.  Soott    Sernv 


of  the  greatest.     And  if  God,  in  the  ereat  day  of  tribulation,     zx.  Tol.  ii.  p.  410,  4ir» 
wiU  reote  to  eveiy  ooe  acrarAdg  to  his  work  i  far  the  same 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Jesus  the  San  (^ Mans  193 

obsefve,  id  laatbin  you,  or  among  you.  It  is  already  begun  to  be  set  up,  the  kingdom  of  the 
Messiah  is  come,  the  doctrine  of  it  is  preached,  the  rules,  and  the  rewards  and  privileges  of  it 
are  published.  And  it  is  received  by  some,  who  even  press  into  it,  and  are  the  willing  subjects 
of  it :  and  rejoice  in  and  shall  partake  of  all  its  blessings  and  privileges. 

So  the  kingdom  of  God  was  then  among  them :   but  not  literaUy  within  the  persons  to  whom 
Christ  was  speaking,  as  some  have  thought.     For  if  our  Lord  be  supposed  to  speak  directly  to 
the  Pharisees,  or  of  them,  this  kingdom  was  •  not  within  them.     It  had  not  gained  power  in  their* 
minds,  nor  been  received  and  acknowledged  by  them. 

Ver.  S2 — 25.  **  And  he  said  unto  the  disciples.  The  days  will  come,  when  ye  shall  desire  to 
see  one  of  the  days  of  the  Son  of  man,  and  ye  shall  not  see  it.  And  when  they  shall  say  unto 
you;  See  here,  or  see  tliere**  [looking  for  the  appearance  of  the  Messiah]  "  go  not  after  them,  nor 
follow  them :  for  as  the  lightning  that  lightens  out  of  the  one  part  under  heaven,  shineth  unto 
the  other  part  under  heaven^  so  shall  also  the  Son  of  man  be  in  this  day :"  his  kingdom  will  pre- 
vail on  a  sudden,  and  liis  doctrine  will  make  a  swift  and  amazing  progress  in  a  very  short  time, 
beyond  expectation,  and  without  the  ordinary  methods  made  use  of  in  advancing  worldly  designs 
and  interests.  "  But  first  he  must  suffer  many  things,  and  be  rejected  of  this  generation."  So 
is  the  content. 

In  considering  the  words  of  this  text  there  offer  to  us  three  several  subjects  of  inquiry. 
1.  How  are  we  to  understand  that  character,  the  Son  of  man?  2*  Who  are  the  persons  here  spoken 
to,  and  said  to  be  the  disciples  ?  3.  What  our  Lord  says  to  them,  or  the  design  of  this  warning  and 
precUction  :  **  Ye  shall  desire  to  seet)ne  of  the  days  of  the  Son  of  man,  and  ye  shall  not  see  it.** 

I.  The  first  subject  of  inquiry  is,  how  we  ought  to  understand  that  character,  the  Son  of  man? 

And  as  it  is  frequently  used  by  our  Lord  in  speaking  of  himself,  we  may  be  desirous  to 
determine  the  meaning  of  it.  But  here,  as  in  many  other  cases,  where  certainty  would  be 
desirable,  it  is  not  a  little  difficult  to  find  what  shall  be  decisive. 

Son  of  man  is  often  in  scripture  equivalent  to  man»  Job  xxxv.  8.  "  Thy  wickedness  may 
hurt^  man  as  thou  art,  and  thy  rigrhteousness  may  profit  the  son  of  man/*  Ps.  viii.  4.  **  What 
is  man,  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him  ?  or  the  son  of  man,  that  thou  visitest  him  ?**  And  Prov.. 
viii.  4,  says  Wisdom  :  "  Unto  you,  O  men,  I  call,  and  my  voice  is  to  the  sons  of  men :''  or  to  all 
men  in  general,  and  of  every  rank,  to  whom  my  instructions  will  be  useful,  Isa.  li.  12.  "  I,  even 
I  am  he,  which  comforteth  thee.  Who  art  tliou,  that  thou  shouldest  be  afraid  of  a  man,  ibit 
ghall  die,  and  of  the  son  of  man,  which  shall  be  made  as  grass?**  And  in  like  manner  in  many 
other  places.  See  particularly  Jer.  xlix.  18,  33;  ch.  1. 40}  li.  43.  This  then  is  one  common, 
obvious  meaning  oi  son  of  man.     It  is  the  same  as  man. 

Some  think  that  the  son  of  man,  when  used  by  our  Saviour,  denotes  his  high  dignity,  or  a 
man  of  distinction  and  eminence,  and  is  equivalent  to  Messiah,  or  the  Christ :  and  that  he  hereby 
intends  to  signify,  that  he  is  the  great  person  spoken  of  by  the  prophets,  who  was  to  come  for  the 
benefit  of  mankind.  And  indeed  in  Dan.  vii.  13,  14,  is  this  remarkable  prophecy:  **  I  saW  in 
the  night  visions.  And  behold,  one  like  unto  the  son  of  man,**  or  like  tp  a  son  of  man,  "came 
with  the  clouds  of  heaven,  and  came  to  the  Ancient  of  days,  and  they  brought  him  near  before  him* 
And  there  was  given  him  dominion  and  glory,  and  a  kingdom,  that  all  people  and  nations  and 
languages  should  serve  him.  His  doiminion  is  an  everhsting  dominion,  which  shall  not  pass 
away,  and  his  kingdom  that  which  shall  not  be  destroyed."  And  our  Lord  is  supposed  to  allude 
to  this  prophecy  upon  a  very  memorable  occasion :  when  being  before  the  high  pnest,  he  adjuretl 
him,  sayiiig :  "  Tell  us,  whether  thou  be  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  God.  Jesus  saith  unto  him  : 
Thou  hast  said.  Nevertheless  I  say  unto  you :  Hereafter  shall  ye  see  the  Son  of  man  sitting  on 
the  right  hand  of  power,  and  coming  in  the  clouds  of  heaven.**  Matt  xxvi.  63,  64.  See  also 
Mark  xiv.  61,  62. 

The  Son  of  man,  then,  when  used  by  our  Saviour  in  speaking  of  himself,  may  denote  his 
great  character,  the  promised  Messiahs  This  sense  I  do  not  absolutely  reject,  and  it  may  be 
embraced  by  those  to  whom  it  approves  itself. 

NevMheless  there  are  some-  exceptions  to  be  made  against  its  being  equivalent  to  Messidi, 
ai^  against  its  being  what  our  Lord  intends  thereby* 

It  seemutome,  that  the  foredted  text  from  Daniel  is  not  a  sufficient  foundation  for  this 
opinion.     The  phrase  is  no  where  used  in  Dam'el,  but  in  the  place  just  taken  notice  o^  and  ia 


*  lUud  n^s  i;ft«;y  rccte  vertitur  id  medio  vestri.  Conf.  Matt.  xxL  43.  Grot,  in  loc. 
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onfe  rtorc;    ch.  vKi.  17.     Where  an  angel  aays  to  Daniel  bttnself :  "  Understand,  O  son  of  omn* 
l*br  at  the  time  of  the  end  shall  be  the  vision.*' 

Though  therefore  in  the  other  place  of  Daniel  tho^e  word$,  <*  there  came  one  like  the  Son  of 
man/'  intend  Jesus»  the  Messiah  ;  it  does  not  follow,  that  it  is  equivalent  to  Messiah,  and  is 
used  by  our  Lord  in  that  sense. 

Another  diflSculty  there  i%  which  must  be  reckoned  of  some  moment.  Our  Lord  very  c^n 
speaks  of  himself  in  the  character,  of  the  Son  of  man.  But  yet  he  declined  to  own  himself 
publicly,  and  ordinarily,  to  be  the  Messiah.  There  is  a  text  in  Matt.  xvi.  13 — 16,  which  is 
observable.  "  When  Jesus  came  into  the  coast  of  Cesarea  Philippi,  he  asked  his  disciples,  saying: 
\Vliom  do  men  say,  that  I  the  Son  of  man  am  ?"  After  they  had  mentioned  the  opinicms  of  otiiers 
concerning  him,  he  asks  their  own.  Whereupon  "  Peter  answered :  Thou  art  the  Christ,  the  Son 
of  the  living  God."  It  seems  thereft^'e,  that  the  Son  of  man,  and  the  Christ,  are  not  equivalent^ 
and  that  the  phrase  is  not  so  used  by  our  Lord^ 

Moreover,  if  it  had,  it  is  likely,  that  the  discq)les  and  others  would  have  often  spdcen  of  our 
Lord  in  tliat  character,  and  would  sometimes  have  made  their  profession  (^  him  in  such  wordsj 
saying,  that  they  believed  him  to  be  the  Son  of  man :  whereas  there  is  not  one  such  instance  in 
the  gopels,  and  but  one  in  the  Acts  of  the  apostles;  ch.  vii.  56,  where  St.  Stephen  says :  <^  I  see 
the  heavens  opened,  and  the  Son  of  tnan  standing  oik  the  right  hand  of  God."  This  phraae  is 
^so  found  in  Kev.  i.  IS,  and  ch.  xiv.  14. 

It  should  be  here  observed  by  ns,  that  man,  and  Son  of  man^  with  the  Hebrews,  often  denote 
a  man  of  low  condition.  **  Hear  t^,  all  ye  people,~-*4>oth  low  and  high,  rich  and  poor  toge^ 
titer,"  Ps.  xlix.  1,  «.  The  cniginal  Hebrew  word  rendered  by  us  low  is  sobs  of  Adam :  evidently 
meaning  men  (^obscure  birth  and  low  rank,  or  mean  condition*  <^  Lord,  what  is  man,  that  thou 
takest  ^owledge  of  him  ?  or  the  son  of  man,  that  thou  takest  account  of  him? '  Ps.  cxUv.  S; 
Where  the  Psalmist  intends  to  represent  the  human  meanness  and  wretchedness. 

Farther,  it  is  observed  by  learned  commentators,  that  this  denomination  id  given  to  some 
prc^hets,  With  this  view,  and  in  this  sense,  particularly  to  Daniel  and  E^ekieL  However,  I 
think,  it  is  but  once  apphed  to  Daniel,  and  in  the  place  before  mentioned.  >But  to  Esekiel  very  « 
fi*equently.  <<  And  he  said  unto  me.  Son  of  man,  I  send  tiiee  to  the  ehildren  of  Israel,  to  a 
rebellious  house,''  £zek.  ii;  8.  And  in  like  manner,  very  often  in  that  book,  almost  in  every 
chapter  of  it,  and  in  some  chapters  several  times«  And  it  is  said  by  those  ccNBOiitte&tators,  that 
tim  expression  is  there  used  with  a  design  to  admonish  those  prophets  of  their  meanness  ukd 
frailty,  as  men.  Our  Lord  thereiK>re  by  this  phrase  or  character  represents  that  humbliBgaf 
himself,  which  is  spoken  of  by  the  apostle  in  the  second  chapter  to  tne  PhilipfHalis^  and  is  the , 
same  with  what  is  said  in  Is.  liiL  3,  *<  he  is  deq>ised,  and  rejected  of  men,*'  or  is  one  of  the 
lowest  and  meanest  of  men^ 

Chir  Lord  adepts  this  character  in  speaking  of  hi(msel£  in  order  to  undeceive  the  Jews,  and 
correct  their  false  opinion  concerning  the  kingdom  of  the  Messiah,  and  to  intimate^  that  he  waa 
not  to  arrive  at  glory,  and  the  fim  possession  of  his  kingdom,  but  through  sufferings  and 
humiliations* 

Hins  ar^e  those  interpreters,  and,  as  seems  to  me,  very  cogently.  And  therefore,  if  Son  of 
man  be  eqmvalent  to  Messiah,  it  is  not  used  to  denote  h^s  d^nity,  as  the  first  and  greatest  of 
men,  but  rather  to  signify  his  humble  form  and  low  ^condition,  in  which  he  then  liv^ :  and  is 
expressive  of  the  scorn  and  contempt  which  was  cast  upon  him,  and  in  which  he  acquiesced. 

Moreover,  possiblv,  our  Lord  frequently  makes  use  of  this  expression,  to  denote  his  feal 
humanity,  and  also  that  he  was  not  made  and  t^reated  as  Adam,  but  was  a  man  born  even 
i^a  woman. 

Once  more,  it  seems  to  me,  that  our  Lord  takes  tliis  character  as  a  modest  way  of  speaking* 
Emintot  and  dbtinguisbed  persons,  who  have  many  occasions  to  speak  of  themselves,  especially 
if  it  be  to  their  advantage,  aecline  the  too  frequent  use  of  the  phrases  I  and  me,  and  choose  ta 
speak  in  the  third  person,  as  of  another,  distinct  from  themselves. 

Having  mentioned  all  these  several  observations  concerning  this  title  and  character,  let  ua 
now  take  notice  of  some  of  the  places  of  the  evangelists  where  it  is  used. 

Matt  XX.  17,  18.  ^*  And  Jesus  goiiig  up  to  Jerusalem,  took  the  twelve  disciples  apart  in  the 
way,  and  said  unto  them:  Behold,  we  go  up  to  Jerusalem,  and  the  Son  of  man  sh^l  be  betrayed 
unto  the  chief  priests  and  scribes^  and  they  shall  deliver  him  unto  the  Gentiles/^    Here,  and  in 
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other  places  our  Lord  xmj  be  siqq[K)sed  to  make  use  of  this  expression,  as  ft  modest  way^  of 

speaking.    So  also  in  John  i.  51,     "Thou  shalt  see  greater  things  than  these. Hereafter 

toall  ye  see  heaven  open,  and  the  angels  of  God  ascending  and  descending  upon  the  Son  of  man/' 
Which  must  be  reckoned  more  agreeable  to  decorum,  than  to  say  upon  me.  John  xii.  23. 
And.  "Jesus  answered  them,  saying :  The  hour  is  come  that  the  Son  of  man  shall  be  glorified.'^ 
Which  likewise  must  be  allowed  by  all  to  be  more  agreeable  than  to  say:  "  When  I  am  to 
be  glorified.*' 

And  in  the  text.  **  The  days  are  coming,  when  ye  shall  desire  to  see  one  of  the  days  of  the^ 
Son  of  man."  Our  Lord  might  have  said,  "  one  of  my  days."  We  actually  have  that  express 
sion  in  John  viii.  5,  6.  "  Your  father  Abraham  rejoiced  to  see  my  day.  And  he  saw  it,  and 
was  glad."  But  he  mi^t  choose,  generally,  to  speak  in  the  other  way,  especially  as  the  title, 
Son  of  man,  carried  in  it  no  ambitious  aspiring  meaning,  but  rather  denoted  a  mean  condition,  as 
was  before  shewn. 

Therefore  let  us  observe  a  few  more^a^ages  of  the  evangelists,  where  this  character  occurs. 
It^eems  to  be  used  in  the  same  mimner  in  the  text  above  cited.  ^*  Whom  do  men  say,  that  I 
the  Son  of  man,"  who  appear  in  so  mean  a  form,  "  am  ?"  So  likewise  John  v.  27.  "  And  hath 
given  him  authority  to  execute  judgment  also,  because  he  is  the  Son  of  man :"  that  is,  as  seems 
to  me,  becaxise  of  his  present  willing  humiliation  and  abasement.  So  St.  Paul,  Philip,  ii.  8,  9t 
having  spoken  of  our  Lord's  ^^hun^lin^  himself  unto  death,"  adds :  ^<  wherefore  God  also  has 
esalted  him,  and  given  him  a  name  whidi  is  above  every  name." 

Matt,  xxrvi.  m,  64.  *^  The  high  priest  answered,  and  said  unto  him :  I  adjure  thee  by  the 
Uving  God,  that  thou  tell  us,  whether  thou  be  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  God.  Jesus  said  unto  him: 
Thou  hast  said.  Nevertheless  I  say  unto  you :  Hereafter  shall  ye  see  the  Son  of  man,"  that  is» 
Urn,  who  now  is  in  so  low  a  ccmdition,  so  humbled  and  abased*  ^^  sitting  on  the  right  hand  of 
power,  and  coming  in  the  clouds  of  heaven." 

And  when  St.  Stephen  aays.  Acts  vii.  56,  ^'  Bdiold,  I  see  the  heavens  opened,  and  the  Son 
of  man  standing  on  the  right  hand  of  Gk>d :"  it  is  likely  that  he  refers  to  otir  Lord's  mean  con« 
dition  in  this  world,  and  the  base  treatment  which  he  had  received  from  the  Jewish  people. 
But  though  once  he  had  been  so  low,  he  was  now  exalted.  * 

And  some  judicious  apositors  tiiink,  that  die  title  is  to  be  understood  as  used  with  this  view 
in  that  noted  place  of  Daiuel :  <<  I  behdd  and  one  like  the  Son  of  man  came  widi  the  clouds  of 
heaven."  He  had  a  humble  appearance,  but  he  was  greatly  honoured  and  exalted.  <*  He  cam* 
en  the  donds  of  heaven,''  and  an  extensive  and  everlasting  dominion  was  given  to  him. 

This  titl^  tiien,  being  expressive  <rf*  humility  and  abasement,  is  very  fitly  adopted  by  our  Lord, 
in  representing  the  glory  conferred  on  him  by  the  Father,  of  whtdi  he  was  obliged  to  speak,  and 
to  in&rm  his  disciples  ai>out  it.  Matt.  xiii.  41.  <<  The  Son  of  man  shall  send  forth  his  BXtmk, 
and  they  sfaidl  gather  out  of  his  kingdmn  all  things  that  <^G»id/'  Matt.  xvi.  28.  ^'  Verily  fsay 
mto  you :  There  are  some  standing  here,  which  shall  not  taste  of  death,  till  Uiey  see  the  Son  of 
man  coming  m  his  kingdom."  Ma^.  xxv.  31.  ^  When  tlie  Son  of  man  shall  come  in  his  glory, 
and  all  the  holy  angels  with  him,  then  shall  he  sit  upon  the  throne  of  his  glory." 

These  are  the  OTservations  whidi  have  been  mentioned  for  illustrating  this  title  and  character, 
so  often  made  use  of  by  our  Lord  when  speaking  of  himself.         ^ 

It  sometimes  denotes  in  scripture  man  in  gem^^,  or  any  man.  It  is  also  used  for  a  man  of 
low  condition.  And  for  that  reason,  probably,  is  frequently  used  by  our  Lord  in  faking  of 
bimsdf,  as  expressive  of  the  low  estate,  in  which  he,  tJ^  Messiah  then  was,  and  in  which  lie  will- 
in^y  acquiesced.  It  was  a  modest  wav  of  speaking,  and  was  suited  to  admonish  the  Jewish 
people,  and  correct  their  mistaken  apprehensions  conceniii^  the  worldly  nature  of  his  kingdom  ; 
and  to  intimate^  that,  as  Messiah,  he  must  sufikr  befi>re  he  was  advanced  to  glory.  Moreover, 
such  being  his  condition  in  this  world,  his  foUmirers  also  should  expect  the  like,  and  be  witling 
to  submit  to  afflictions  and  trials  here,  that  they  may  be  thereby  farther  prepared  and  qualified 
for  heavenly  glory  and  happiness. 

Ii.  The  second  thing  to  be  considered  by  us  is,  who  are  the  persons  to  whom  our  Xx)rd 
here  apeaks. 

«'  And  he  mud  unto  the  -diacifdw."  Possibly,  we  need  not  thereby  understand  the  twelve 
apigstie^  The  vmA  is  aooMtiaies  used  ooncevw^  the  followers  <^  Jesus  in  general,  and  of  some 
who  were  not  sincere,  or  well  instructed,  who  attended  on  hifli  for  awhileoiUy^  and  with  worldly 
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view8»  So  John  vi*  9^.  <<  From  that  time  many  of  his  disciples  Trent  back,  and  walked  n<r 
more  with  him/^ 

If  our  Lord  speaks  to  his  disciples,  others  also  are  instructed  in  what  he  says,  and  designed 
to  be  so*    I  find  this  text  paraphrased  by  a  judicious  expositor  after  this  manner*     « "  And  *  he 

*  said  unto  his  disciples,   "  or  followers  :*'    **  the  day  will  come,  when  ye,"  of  this  nation,'*  shall 

*  desire  to  see  one  of  the  days  of  the  Son  of  man,  and  ye  shall  not  see  it.'** 

Ill*  Which  brings  us  to  the  last  inquiry :  how  we  are  to  understand  this  warning  and  pre- 
diction. "  The  days  will  come,  when  ye  shall  desire  to  see  one  of  the  days  of  the  Son  of  man, 
and  ye  shall  not  see  it." 

If  this  relate  chiefly  to  the  Jewish  nation  and  people,  or  a  large  part  of  them,  who  now  were, 
and  still  continued  unbelieving :  our  Lord  may  he  supposed,  ^ectiohately,  and  eamestiy,  to 
warn  them  of  the  sad  circumstances  which  th^-  were  falling  into.     As  if  he  had  said :    *  The 

*  time  would  be,  when  all  the  gracious  means,  am)rded  them  by  the  Divine  Being,  having  proved 
« to  be  in  vain,  their  ruin  would  be  near,  and  their  condition  very  calamitous.    They  wocUd 

<  eagerly  look  for  deliverance,  and  pretended  leaders  would  offer  themselves  to  their  as^stance 

*  in  order  to  draw  followers  after  them.     But  they  would  not  be  able  to  perform  any  thing  to 

*  their  advantage.  The  blessings  offered  by  me  m  this  mean  form  are  despised.  I  set  before 
^  you  heavenly  blessings,  things. of  the  greatest  value.     And  I  am  able  to  perform  what  I  prcmiise. 

*  But  they  are  not  relished.     The  time  will  come,  when  with  the  utmost  impatience  you  will 

*  wish  for  the  i^pearance  of  the  Messiah,  to  work  out  the  temporal  salvation  which  you  desire. 
'  But  the  days  will  then  be  more  calamitous  and  afflictive  than  those  of  the  present  ^season,  under 

<  which  you  are  now  so  uneasy.     And  they  who  will  then  offer  themselves  to  you  in  that  charac- 

*  ter,  as  they  will  not  bring  with  them  a  doctrine  like  mine,  so  will  they  absolutely  fail  in  every 
^  attempt  for  your  advancement,  and  your  earnest  expectations  of  deliverance  will  be  utterly 
'  disappointed.' 

And  I  cannot  see,  but  that  this  may  be  reckoned  the  more  direct  design  of  our  Lord,  that  is, 
to  set  before  his  disciples,  in  the  hearing  of  others,  the  sad  and  deplorable  ciraimstances  of  the 
Jewish  people,  if  they  did  not  improve  the  means  afforded  them  by  himself,  and  his  apostles 
aft;er  him. 

But  if  it  be  supposed,  that  our  Lord  here  speaks  to  his  own  disciples  duefly»  and  to  such 
others  as  sincerely  believed  in  him :  I  apprehend,  he  must  have  had  a  respect  to  someprqudices, 
which  still  had  too  great  an  influence  upon  them.  And  what  he  says  is  to  this  purpose.  <  That 
«  whereas  they  looked  for  great  things  in  this  world,  and,  with  too  many  others,  waited  for  a 
« temporal  salvation  for  the  Jewish  people,  together  with  spiritual  privileges,  they  would  be  disap- 

*  pointed.    The  time  would  come,  when  they  would  esteem  these  happy  days.    Such  would 

*  soon  be  the  calamitous  state  of  things  in  the  land  of  Judea^  that  they  would  be  glad  to  see  a  time 

<  of  so  mudi  ease  and  quiet  as  the  present.    You  will  wish  to  see  again  one  of  these  days  of  mine* 

*  But  you  will  not.    No !   Your  profession  of  my  name,  if  your  are  faithftd  to  me,  will  cost  you 

*  dear.     At  that  time  you  will  mourn.     The  circumstances  of  things  will  call  you  to  weeping  and 

<  fasting,  and  every  instance  of  self-denial.  Improve  then  the  present  time :  content  yourselves 
f  with  it:  be  thankful  for  it,  and  rejoice  therein.  For  a  better  state  of  things  is  not  to  he  expected 

*  in  this  land,  and  among  those  who  dwell  in  it.* 

IV.  Having  now  in  some  measure  explained  this  text,  I  would  add  a  thought  or  two  by  way 
of  reflection. 

1 .  We  perceive  that  every  method  was  taken  for  saving  the  Jewish  people,  that  couUl  be  used 
in  the  way  of  moral  persuasion. 

For  our  Lord,  and  his  forerunner,  and  his  aposties  aft;er  him,  preached  among  them  the 
doctrine  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  They  confined  their  preadiing  to  them  entirely,  or  chi^y, 
for  a  good  while :  and  many  miraculous  works  were  done  among  them.  They  were  called  to 
repentance,  and  the  joys  and  glories  of  a  future  life  were  set  before  them.  Beside  this,  thqr 
were  again  and  a^ain  informed  of  the  judgments  hanging  over  their  heads :  and  with  earnest 
concern  and  affectionate  tenderness  they  were  warned  to  take  heed  to  themselves.  They  were 
assured,  for  their  good,  that  this  was  the  day  of  tiieir  visitation :  if  this  opportunity  should  be 
let  sHp :  if  they  did  not  now  attend  to  the  things  of  their  peace,  it  would  be  afterwards  too  late. 
And  moreover  all  expectations  of  another  Messiah,  and  of  temporal  salvation  by  him,  would 

*  Whittqr  opoQ  the  place.    See  alio  Doddridge's  Family  Expoiit(»',  vol.  it.  p.  1 88. 
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prove  vain  anil  deluiiv^,  and  the  diMppointment  wduld  be  most  grievonn  and  vexatious.  The 
*oDly  way  of  saving  themselves  was  to  nearken  to  those  who  now,  in  the  name  of  God,  and  with 
evident  tokens  of  divine  authority,  invited  them  to  repentance,  with  the  great  and  sure  promises 
of  forgiveness  and  eternal  life. 

e.^e  also  may  hence  leara  our  own  duty,  and  consider  this  warning  as  delivered  to  us. 

If  what  is  here  said  did  more  especially  relate  to  others,  yet  the  disciples  were  not  altogether 
unconcerned  therein,  and  our  Lord  thought  best  to  say  it  to  them.  "  And  he  said  to  the 
disciples,  The  days  will  come,  when  ye  shall  desire  to  see  one  of  the  days  of  the  Son  of  man,  and 
shall  not  see  it."  If  we  are  ngt  in  any  immediate  danger  of  losing  our  temp<»ral,  or  our  spiritual 
privileges ;  yet,  certainly,  the  best  way  to  secure  them  is  to  value  and  improve  them :  to  be 
thankful  for  them,  and  rejoice  in  them  ;  and  not  to  be  uneasy  and  discontented  for  want  of  some 
greater  things.  Tlie  time  may  come  when  we  shall  wish,  in  vain  wish,  for  such  days  as  these  : 
for  a  liberty  of  thought  and  inquiry,  profession  and  practice  :  for  freedom  to  unite  together  in 
the  worship  of  God,  though  a  few  only,  and  those  of  low  condition  and  mean  appearance  :  to 
liear  the  Old  and  New  Testament  read  and  explained,  and  the  truths  of  religion  recommended 
and  enforced  by  rational  arguments,  though  without  the  ornaments  of  eloquence^  in  a  plain 
manner :  and  to  be  exhorted  to  virtue  by  the  consideration  of  its  real  excellence,  the  Divine 
command,  and  the  consequefnces  of  it  in  a  future  state,  though  no  worldly  honours  and  prefer- 
ments  are  now  annexed  to  it. 

Is  there  nothing  agieeable,  nothing  satisfying  in  such  entertainments  as  these  ?  If  such  an 
advantage  be  despised  and  neglected,  for  want  of  worldly  splendour  and  greatness,  may  there 
not  be  danger  of  an  alteration  for  the  worse?  And  if  it  should  happen,  a  recovery  of  lost 
privileges  may  be  very  difficult.  When"  once  our  portion  is  come  to  be  unintelligible  mystery, 
with  numerous  and^  showy,  but  empty*  rites  and  ceremonies,  imposed  by  mighty  and  awful 
authority:  we  may  desire  to  see  one  of  these  despised,  unimproved  day^  of  reason  and  liberty, 
scriptural  worship,  and  pure  ordinances,  but  not  be  able  to  see  it 


SERMON  XXV. 

JESUS  THE  SON  OF  GOD. 


Go  to  no/  hreihreriy  and  say  unto  them  ;•  /  ascend  unto  my  Father ^  and  your  Father^  and  to  my  God, 

and  your  God.    John  xx.  17* 

Tn  discoursing  on  these  words  I  shall  first  endeavour  to  show,  in  what  respects  God  is  peculiarly 
the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  And  secondly,  the  design  of  this  message  of  Christ  to  his 
disciples,  and  in  what  sense  God  is  also  their  and  our  God  and  Father. 

1.  That  God  is  in  an  especial  and  peculiar  manner  "the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ,**  may  be  inferred  from  the  frequent  use  of  that  title  and  character  *  in  the 
epistles  of  the  apostle^.  In  this  text  our  Lord's  style  is  remarkable.  He  does  not  say :  <♦  Go  to 
my  brethren,  and  say :  I  ascend  to  my  Father  and  God :"  but  "  I  ascend  to  my  Father,  and  your 
Father,  and  to  my  God,  and  your  God.'*  In  the  gospels  our  Lord  is  often  styled  "  the  only  begotten 
Son  of  God,**  and  "  the  well-beloved  Son  of  God.**  And  the  apostle  to  the  Hebrews  begins 
that  epistle  thus :  *•  God  who  at  sundry  times,  and  in  divers  manners;  spake  unto  the  fathers  by 
the  prophets,  has  in  tiiese  last  days  spoken  unto  us  by  his  Son."^  Though  therefore  others  also 
are  called  **  sons  of  God,**  the  Lord  Jesus  is  "  the  &)n  of  God"  in  a  sense  peculiar  to  himself, 
transcendent  and  superior  to  all  others. 

Father  and  son  are  relative.  If  I  show  in  what  respects  and  aa  what  accounts  Jesus  is  the 
Son  of  God,  it  is  at  the  same  time  shown,  in  what  sense  God  is  his  Father.  And  I  shall  now 
mention  these  several  respects,  which,  I  think,  are  plainly  expressed  in  scripture. 

»  Rom.xv.65  2ConL3i  xi.31  J  Eph^i.3.  I7j  iii.  14j  CoLLa^  I  Pet.  13. 
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1.  Jesul  is  the  soa  of  God  upon  account  of  his  miracuUms  conception  and  tnrfh* 

Luke  i.  31—35.  An  angel  appeared  to  Mary,  and  said  to  her :  "Fear  not.  For,  beholdr 
thpou  shalt  conceive  in  thy  womb,  and  shall  bring  forth  a  son,  and  shalt  call  his  name  Jesus.  He 
shall  be  great,  and  shall  be  called  the  Son  of  the  Highest.  And  the  Lord  God  shall  g^ve  unto 
him  the  throne  of  his  father  David."  When  Mary  asked,  **  how  that  could  be ;  the  angel 
answeretV  and  said  unto  her :  The  Holy  Ghost  shall  come  upon  thee,  and  tlie  power  of  the 
Highest  shall  overshadow  thee.  Therefore  that  holy  thinff,  that  shall  be  bom  of  thee,  shall  be 
^led  the  Son  of  God."  Here  our  Lord  is  expressly  said  to  be  the  Son  of  God  on  account  of 
lii)  miraculous  conception  and  birth*  A  like  mstory  of  our  Saviour's  nativity  may  be  seen  in 
the  first  chapter  of  St  Matthew's  gospel. 

St.  Luke,  who  carries  up  our  Lord's  genealogy  to  the  first  man,  concludes  it  saying :  «<  Who 
was  the  son  of  Seth,  who  was  the  son  of  Adam,  who  was  the  son  of  God."  Adam,  as  seems  to 
me,  is  here  said  to  be  the  Son  of  God,  as  he  was  immediately  formed  by  God  out  of  the  earths 
So  Jesus  was  formed  of  the  substance  <^  the  virgin  Maiy  by  the  power  bf  God,  or  the  special 
4operation  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

3.  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God,  or  the  well-beloved  Son  of  God,  upon  account  of  the  most  plen- 
tiful measure  of  the  gift  of*  the  Holy  Ghost  conferred  and  bestowed  upon  him. 

St.  John  having  spoken  of  the  "  word"  as  «  wilii  God,"  and  "  Grod,"  and  that  "  all  things 
were  made  by  him,"  says,  ver.  14,  "  And  the  Word  was  made  flesh  and  dwelled  amon^  us,  and 
we  beheld  his  glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  only  b^otten  of  the  Father."  It  was  not  the  word, 
which  Jckn  and  others  beheld,  but  Jesus,  in  whom  the  word  dwelled.  Him  they  beheld,  and  bis 
greatness,  or  glory  was  conspicuous :  so  that  he  appeared,  and  they  knew  him  to  be,  **  the  only 
begotten  of  the  Father,"  or  the  Messiah. 

In  other  places  of  St.  John's  gospel  this  is  expressed  in  other  words.  Cb«  iiL  34.  John  the 
Baptist  b^u^  this  testiipony  to  Jesqs :  '<  He  whom  God  hath  sent,  qpeaketii  the  wwds  of  God» 
For  God  giveth  not  the  Spirit  by  measure  nnto  him." 

John  X.  36.  Our  Lord  himself  argues  with  the  cavilling  Jews :  **Say  ye  of  him,  whom  the 
Father  hath  sanctified,  and  sent  into  the  world.  Thou  blasphemest,  because  I  said,  I  am  the  *  Son 
of  God  ?"  That  is  as  a  learned  •expositor  paraphrases  t5iat  verse  :  **  Sav  ye  of  him,  whom  the 
*  Father  hath  sanctified  (by  the  Holy  Ghost  essentially  dwelling  in,  or  without  measure  imparted 
^  to  him.  John  iii.  34.)  and  sent  into  the  world,  thou  blasphemest  because  I  Tafter  this  unction, 
«  and  commission  to  make  known  his  will  ta  you")  said,  I  am  the  Son  of  Grod  ?'^'  Or,  as  another  ^ 
Expositor :  *"  Say  ye  of  him,  whom  the  Father  hath  sanctified,"  that  is,  consecrated,  designed, 
-*  separated  from  the  rest  of  men  by  a  supernatural  birth,  and  by  a  communication  of  the  Spirit 
"^  without  measure,  and  by  a  special  commission  and  authority  to  declare  his  will,  <<  that  he 
^  blasphemeth,"  because  he  has  thus  spoken?' 

John  idv«  10.  *^  The  words  that  I  speak  unto  you,  I  speak  not  of  m3rself.  But  the  Father 
that  dwelleth  in  me,  he  doth  the  works."  Which  in  other  gospels  is  expressed  by  doing  miracles 
by  the  finger,  o^  spirit,  or  power  of  God.  Luke  xi.  20.  **n  I  by  the  finger  of  God  cast 
out  deemons,  no  doubt  the  kingdom  of  Gt>d  is  come  unto  you."  Matt.  xii.  28.  <<  But  if  I  cast 
out  daemons  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  then  the  kingdom  of  God  is  come  unto  you."  Which  should 
be  compared  with  John  x.  38.  "  If  ye  believe  not  me,  believe  the  works :  that  ye  may  know, 
and  beheve,  that  the  Father  is  in  me,  and  I  in  him." 

Matt  i.  22,  23,  in  the  history  of  our  Lord's  nativity.  **  Now  all  this  was  done,  that  it 
might  be  fulfilled,  which  was  spoken  of  the  Lord  by  the  prophet,  saying :  Behold  a  virgin  shall 
ooneelve;  and  shall  bring  forth  a  son,  and  they  shall  call  his  name  Emmanuel,  which  being  inters 
preted  is  God  with  us." 

C6L  ii. ».  Si  Paul :  "  In  him  dwelleth  all  the  fuhiess  of  the  Godhead  bodily :"  that  is,  really. 
In  the  temple  of  Jerusalem  there  was  a  glory,  which  was  a  symbol  of  the  divine  presence.  But 
in  Jesus  Christ  Gt)d  dwelled  reaHy.  Or,  as  St.  John's  expression  is :  "  The  word  was  made  flesh, 
and  direlled  amongst  us." 

By  virtue  of  this  indwelling  of  the  Father,  or  this  most  plentiful  and  extraordinary  commiuii- 
cdtion  of  the  Spirit,  without  measure,  Jesus  knew  the  whole  will  of  God  conceaming  the  salvation 

•  Wliitbf.  tnunioition  d*espnt  sans  meKure,  ee  pamo  pooror  tool  divln 

*  SanctifieJi  Cest  a  dite,  coDsacr6,  destine,  separ6»  du  com-     pour  cxercer  la  charge  de  Mediateur.   Voyez  le  mot  de  *a«c- 
mnn  des  hoiiime5  par  une  nalssasee  aQraattireUe^  par  nne  com*     tifier  pris  dans  ce  toat.    Jer.  i.  J.  Lenfiuit. 
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of  men,  and  spake  the  words  cf  God  with  full  authority,  and  wrought  miracles  of  aH  kinds,  at  all 
times,  whenever  he  pleased,  and  had  the  knowledge  of  all  things ;  even  the  thoughts  and  characters 
of  men,  and  things  at  a  distance,  and  things  to  come.  .  ' 

With  regard  to  this  it  is,  that  St  Paul  says  of  our  Lord,  that  he  "  was  in  the  form  of  God," 
Wiilip.  ii.  6.  Which  also  answers  to  those  expressions :  "  The  brightness  of  the  divine  glory,'* 
or  majesty,  **arid  the  expres?  image  of  his  person/'  Heb.  i.  3. 

This  consecration,  this  sanctification  of  Jesus,  this  plentiful  communication  of  the  gifts  of  the 
Spirit  to  him,  is  sometimes  expressed  by  anointing,  and  answers  to  the  character  of  Messiah.  So 
Acts  iv.  27«  "  For  of  a  truth  against  thy  holy  child,*'  or  servant,  "  Jesus,  whom  thou  hast  anointed, 
both  Herod,  and  Pontius  Pilate, — were  gathered  together/'  And  Acts  x.  87,  88.  "  How  God 
anointed  Jesus  of  Nazareth  with  the  Hofy  Ghost,  and  with  power :  who  went  about  doing  good, 
and  healing  all  that  were  oppressed  of  the  devil.     For  God  was  with  him.'* 

Thus  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God,  on  account  of  his  having  the  Spirit  without  measure.  And 
hence  we  see  the  reason,  why  the  Christ,  or  the  Messiah,  and  the  Son  of  God,  are  equivalent 
expressions.  That  they  are  so,  is  evident  from  divers  texts.  John  i.  34.  John  the  Baptist  says:: 
♦'And  I  saw,  and  bare  record,  that  this  is  the  Son  of  God."  And,  as  it  follows  in  the  same 
context,  two  of  John's  disciples  heard  the  testimony,  which  he  bore  to  Jesus.  "  One  of  those 
two  was  Andrew,  Simon  Peter's  brother.  He  first  nndeth  his  own  brother  Simon,  and  saith  untO) 
him :  We  havelbund  the  Messiah,  which  is^  being  interpreted,  the  Christ :''  or  the  anointed,  and 
is  plainly  equivalent  to  what  John  the  Baptist  said :  "  this  is  the  Son  of  God."  Afterwards  "  Philip 
findeth  Nathanael,  and  saith  unto  him :  We  have  found  him,  of  whom  Moses  in  the  law,  and  the 
prophets,  did  write,  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  the  son  of  Joseph."  When  Nathanael  is  convinced  of 
the  same  thing,  how  does  he  express  himself?  It  is  in  this  manner:  «*  Rabbi,  thou  art  ihe  Son: 
of  God,  thou  art  the  king  of  Israel  :**  two  expressions,  equivalent  to  that  of  Messiah. 

The  great  artide  of  faith  in  Jesus  is  sometimes  expressed  by  believinghim  to  be  the  Christ,^; 
at  other  times  believing  him  to  be  the  Son  of  God.  John  iv.  25,  26.  "The  woman  saith  unto 
him :  I  know  that  Messiah  cometh,  who  is  called  Christ.  When  he  is  come,  he  will  tell  us  all 
things.  Jesus  saith  unto  her :  I  that  speak  unto  thee,  am  he :"  or  the  Christ.  Our  Lord  meeting 
the  man,  whom  he  had  cured  of  blindness,  says  to  him,  John  ix.  35,  36,  "Dost  thou  believe 
on  the  Son  of  God?  He  answered  and  said :  Who  is  he.  Lord,  that  I  might  believe  on  him? 
And  Jesus  said  unto  him :  Thou  hast  both  seen  him,  and  it  is  he  that  talketh  with  thee.*'  Once 
mor*,  1  John  v.  1,  "Whosoever  believeth  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,,  is  bom  of  God*'  Then  at 
ver.  5,  "  Who  is  he  that  overcometh  the  world,  but  he  that  believeth  that  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God?" 

To  all  which  texts  let  me  add  here  one  or  two  more.  Matt.  xii.  17>  18.  "  That  it  might  be 
fiilfilied,  which  was  spoken  by  Esaias  the  prophet,  saying :  Behold  my  servant,  whom  I  have 
chosen,  my  beloved,  m  whom  my  soul  is  well  pleased.  I  will  put  my  Spirit  upon  him,  and  he 
shall  shew  judgment  to  the  Gentiles.'*  And  what  follows,  taken  from  Isa.  xlii.  1—4.  And  Heb^ 
t.  8,  9*  "  But  unto  the  Son  he  saith : — ^Thou  hast  loved  righteousness,  and  hated  iniquity.  There- 
fore God,  even  thy  God,  hath  anointed  thee  with  the  oil  of  gladness  above  thy -fellows." 

S.  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God,  on  account  of  his  resurrection  from  the  dead,  on  the  third  day,, 
so  as  to  die  no  more. 

So  the  apostle  says.  Rom.  i.  3.  4,  *•  Concerning  his  son  Jesus  Christ,  who  was  made  of  the 
seed  of  David  according  to  the  flesh,  and  declared  to  be  the  Son  of  God  with  power,  according: 
to  the  spirit  of  holiness,  by  the  resurrection  from  the  dead.'*  Col.  i.  18.  "  Who  is  the  beginning, 
the  first-bom  from  the  dead,  that  in  all  things  he  might  have  the  pre-eminence."  Heb.  i.  6.  ' 
"And  again,  when  he  bringeth  in  the  first-begotten  into  the  world  he  saith :  And  let  all  the  angels 
of  God  worship  him.*'  Which  indeed  some  have  understood  of  our  Lord's  coming  into  the  world 
at  iiis  nativity.  But  more  generally  interpreters  have  understood  it  of  our  Lord's  entering  into 
his  glory,  and  taking  possession  oi  his  kingdom,  after  his  resurrection  from  the  dead.  Which 
brings  us  to  one  thing  more. 

4.  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God,  on  account  of  his  exaltation  to  God's  right  hand,  and  being 
invested  with  authority  and  dominion  over  all  flesh,  and  constituted  the  judge  of  tl^e  world,  by 
whom  God  will  pass  sentence  upon  all  mankind. 

John  iii.  35.  «  The  Father  loveth  the  Son,  and  hath  put  all  things  into  his  hands."  Ch.  v. 
21,  22.  ^  The  Father  judgeth  no  man,  but  hath  committed  all  judgment  unto  the  Son,  that  all 
men  should  honour  the  Son,  even  as  they  honour  the  Father." 

Philip,  ii.  9,  10.  «  Wherefore  God  also  has  highly  exalted  him^  and  given  him  a  name  which 
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id  above  every  name,  that  at  the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee  should  bow."  fijA*  iV  1^,  dOt 
"According  to  the  working  of  his  mighty  power,  which  he  wrought  in  Christ  when  he  raised 
him  from  the  dead,  and  set  him  at  his  own  right  hand  in  the  heavenly  places,  far  above  all  prin- 
cipality, and  power,  and  every  name  that  is  named,  not  only  in  this  world,  but  also  in  that  which 
is  to  come/*  Heb.  i.  2.  "  God  hath  in  these  last  days  spoken  unto  us  by  bis  Son,  whom  he  ha^ 
made  heir,'*  or  Lord,  *•  of  all  things/*  Ch.  iii.  5,  6.  "  Moses  verily  was  fiiithful  in  all  bis  house, 
as  a  servant.-— But  Christ  as  a  son  over  his  own  house/* 

Some  now  by  the  Son  of  God  understand  an  intelligent  being,  or  emanation,  begotten  by  the 
Father  in  an  inefl&ble  manner  from  all  eternity,  and  of  the  same  essence  or  substance  with  the 
Father.  Others,  a  mighty  spirit  or  angel,  begotten  or  formed  by  the  will  of  the  Father,  in  time, 
before  the  creation  of  the  world,  and  of  a  mfFerent  substance  from  the  Father.  Which  Son  of' 
God,  eternally  begotten,  or  in  time,  became  incarnate ;  that  is,  united  himself  to  the  humaa 
nature,  consisting  of  soul  and  body,  or  to  human  flesh,  so  as  to  supply  the  place  of  a  human  soul< 

But  it  does  not  appear  to  be  any  where  used  in  that  sense  in  the  gospels,  where  it  frequently 
occurs.  We  find  it  in  the  professions  some  made  of  their  faith  in  him,  or  their  acknowledgments, 
of  the  great  character  which  he  sustained,  and  which  they  supposed  he  had  fully  proved  by  the 
great  works  wrought  by  him,  and  the  demonstrations  of  wonderful  knowledge* 

Simon  Peter's  confession  before  taken  notice  of,  for  which  he  was  so  much  applauded,  as 
recorded  in  Matt.  xvi.  16,  is :  *'  Thou  art  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  God.**  That  thig 
confession  implies  an  acknowledgment  of  his  Master's  being  the  Messiah,  the  great  person  who 
was  to  come,  siccording  to  the  predictions  of  the  prophets,  is  manifest  from  the  sequel.  For 
liereupon,  our  Lord  not  judging  it  prud^it  that  the  disciples  should  as  vet,  with  all  their.prejudicea- 
about  them,  declare  that  character  every  where :  "  charged  them  that  they  should  tell  no  man 
that  he  was  Jesus  the  Christ,**  ver.  20  \  with  which  agrees  the  account  in  Mark  viii.  S9,  80*  ^•But 
whom  say  ye  that  I  am  ?  and  Peter  answered,  and  saith  unto  him.  Thou  art  the  Christ.  And  he 
charged  them  that  they  should  tell  no  man  of  him:**  that  is,  that  they  should  not  publish  that 
their  persuasion  concerning  him  to  others.  To  the  like  purpose  in  Luke  ix.  20,  21.  ^*  He  said 
unto  uiem.  But  whom  say  ye  ths^t  I  am  ?  Peter  answering,  said.  The  Christ  c^  God.  And  he^ 
straitly  charged  them,  and  commanded  them  to  tell  ho  man  that  thing.*^ 

Persons  possessed  by  daemons  likewise  bore  their  testimony  to  Jesus,  that  he  was  the  Son  of, 
God,  plainly  intending  thereby,  that  he  was  the  Christ.  Luke  iv.  41.  ."  And  daemons  came  out 
of  many,  crying  out,  and  saying.  Thou  art  Christ  the  Son  of  God.  And  he  rebuking  them, 
suffered  them  not  to  speak:  for  they  knew  that  he  was  the  Christ.**  The  same  must  be  the 
meaning  of  all  others  who  make  the  same  confession. 

All  these  persons,  then,  when  they  confessed  Jesus  to  be  the  Son  of  God,  meant  no  more  than 
that  he  was  the  Christ.  And  if  this  be  the  meaning  of  the  phrase  in  the  gospels,  it  is  likely  to 
be  the  meaning  of  it  in  the  epistles.  > 

But  by  the  Christ,  or  Messiah,  the  Jewish  people  meant  a  man,  who  had  the  Spirit  without 
measure,  or  in  a  greater  measure  than  any  of  the  prophets:  a  man,  endowed  from. above  with 
power,  wisdom  and  understanding  superior  to  all  others,  knowing  the  whole  will  of  God,  and 
appointed  by  the  Father  to  reveal  it,  and  capable  of  accomplishing  all  the  great  designs  for  which, 
he  should  be  sent. 

IL  I  am  now  to  shew  in  the  second  place  the  design  of  this  message  of  Christ  to  his  disciples, 
and  in  what  sense  God  is  also  their  and  our  God  and  Father.  "  Go  to  my  disciples,  and  say  unto 
them,  I  ascend  unto  mv  Father  and  your  Father,  to  my  God  and  your  God.** 

X.  The  meaning  of  these  words  is  this :  *  I  am  now  about  to  leave  this  earth,  and  am  going 

*  to  heaven,  the  place  of  the  more  especial  presence  and  residence  of  God>  and  where  are  the. 

*  brightest  manifestations  of  his  glory.'  Tliis,  I  say,  appears  to  be  the  obvious  and  direct  sense 
of  the  woids,  that  Jesus  was  now  shortly  to  ascend  to  the  blessed  abode,  the  regions  of  the 
heavenly  world. 

2.  Our  Lord  intends  by  this  message  to  his  disciples,  to  carry  their  thoughts  to  the  things  of 
another  world,  even  to  things  spiritual  and  heavenly.  ' 

Upon  our  Lord*s  revival,  and  coming  again  among  them,  their  fond  expectations  of  a  kingdom 
in  this  world  might  again  take  place.     But  our  Lord,  before  he  shews  himself  to  them  (as  he 
necessarily  must  do  to  give  them  evidences  of  his  resurrection)  desires  to  prevent  such  lo\y  con-, 
ceptiops  and  false  imaginations. 
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Whither  lie  l^eof,  or  was  td  go,  was  a  qpiestmi  that  haid  been  often  started  in  li^  course  of 
his  ministrf:  and  it  was  a  tender  and  affecting  point.  If  he  had  left  Judea,  provided  he  woiiM. 
hi^e  set  up  a  kingdom  and  goiremnient  fbU  of  splendour,  ease  and  riches,  men  would  have 
followed  him,  though  to  the  greatest  distance.  To  have  left  the  land  of  Israel,  to  go  and  teaeb 
Gentiles,  and  Jews  dispersed  among  Gentiles,  in  the  same  way  that  he  had  taught  men  in  Jtidea, 
would  have  been  offensive  and  disagreeable  to  many.  But  for  him,  who  took  upon  himself  the 
character  of  the  Messiah,  to  speak  of  leaving  this  earth,  and  be  no  longer  visible  here,  waa 
exceeding  discouraging ;  for  it  overthrew  all  hopes  of  a  life  in  worldly  ease  and  prosperity  undei^ 
him ;  which  had  been  the  expectation  of  carnal  minds. 

Let  us  observe  the  passages  of  St.  John's  gospel,  where  this  enquiry  appears ;  and  we  shall 
find,  that  our  Lord  himseli  gave  occasion  to  it,  and  endeavoured  by  what  ne  said  of  hia  going 
away,  to  destroy  that  expectation  which  was  so  prejudicial  to  just  sentiments  concerning  himself 
and  the  tilings  of  religion. 

John  vii.  82—^6.  "  Tlie  Pharisees  heard  that  the  people  murmured  such  things  concerning 
\Mk :  and  the  Pharisees  and  chief  priests  sent  officers  to  take  him.  Then  said  Jesus  unto  them^: 
Yet  a  little  whfle  I  am  with  you :  and  then  I  go  unto  him  that  sent  me.  Ye  shall  seek:  me,  an4. 
shiUl  not  find  me :  and  where  I  am,  thither  ve  cannot  come.  Hien  said  the  Jews  among  them- 
selves,  whither  will  he  go,  that  we  shall  not  nnd  him  ?  Will  he  go  unto  the  dispersed  among  the 
Gentiles,  and  teach  the  Gentiles?  What  manner  of  saying  is  this  that  he  said :  Ye  shall  seek  me, 
and  shall  not  find  me :  and  where  I  am,  thither  ye  cannot  come  ?" 

And  ch.  viii.  SO-^-^SS.  <<  These  thingis  spake  Jesus  in  the  treasury,  as  he  taught,  in  the  temple 
•—Then  said  Jesus  again  unto  them :  I  go  my  wa^,  and  ye  shall  seek  me,  and  shall  die  in  your  ^ 
Mns.   Whither  I  go  ye  cannot  come.— And  he  said  unto  them.  Ye  are  from  beneath.    I  am  from 
above.    Ye  are  of  tnis  world.    I  am  not  of  this  world.*' 

Ch.  xiii.  SS.  <'  Little  chfldren,  yet  a  little  while  I  am  with  you.  Ye  shall  seek  me.  And  as 
I  said  unto  the  Jews»  whith^  I  go,  ye  cannot  come :  so  now  say  I  unto  you.''*-Ver.36.  <*  Simon 
Beter  said  unto  him.  Lord,  whither  aoest  thou  ?  Jesus  answered  him.  Whither  I  go,  thou  canst 
not  follow  me  now ;  but  thou  shah  rollow  me  afterwards.'* 

C9i.  xiv.  l«>^.r  <«  Let  not  your  hearts  be  troubled.— In  my  Father's  house  are  many  mansions; 
^<-I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you.  And  if  I  go,  and  prepare  a  place  for  you,  I  will  come  again, 
and  receive  you  to  myself,  that  where  I  am,  there  ye  may  be  also :  and  whither  I  go,  ye  know : 
and  the  way  you  know.  Thomas  saith  unto  him,  Lord,  we  know  not  whither  thou  goest :  and 
how  ean  we  Know  the  way?"  Such  was  their  remaining  ignorance,  occaaoned  by  the  prejudices 
which  they  laboured  under.  ^  Jesus  saith  unto  him,  I  am  the  wby,  and  the  truth,  and  the  life :" 
and  what  there  follows. 

Once  more,  ch.  xvi.  5,  6.  <<  But  now  I  go  my  vrsf  unto  him  that  sent  me :  and  ncme  o#  you 
asketh  me,  whither  goest  thou  ?  But  because  I  Imve  said  Uiese  things  unto  you,  sorrow  h^  fiUed 
your  heart."  They  had  sometimes  before  put  that  question  to  him.  But  they  did  not  vifc  A^ 
comprehend  his  answers*  And  it  would  have  been  agreeable  to  him,  if  they  had  now  gmn  mok 
occasion  to  speak  again  of  the  place  whither  he  was  going ;  especially  if  they  had  by  Xitm 
inquiries  manifested  an  increase  m  knowledge,  and  a  growing  esteem  and  affection  for  heavenly 
thuwB^ 

"Diis  message  therefore  our  Lord  sends  to  his  disciples  immediately  after  his  resurrection^ 
before  he  shewed  himself*  personally  to  any  of  them.     *  I  am  indeed  risen  from  the  dead.    I  who 

*  was  dead,  am  alive  again.    But  let  not  tiierefore  any  fond  thoughts  arise  in  the  minds  of  any  of 

*  you.     I  am  soon  to  leave  this  world,  and  go  to  him  that  sent  me,  as  I  often  told  you  formeriy. 

*  "  I  ascend  to  my  Father,  and  your  Father :  to  my  God,  and  your  God.'" 

This  message  was  altogether  worthy  of  our  Lord.  And  it  was  exceedin^y  suited  to  produce 
ft  serious  and  attentive  frame  in  the  mmds  of  his  disciples,  and  to  carry  their  thoughts  from  the 
things  of  this  world,  however  engaging  to  those  of  another. 

^.  Our  blessed  Lord  intend^  by  this  message  to  comfort  and  strengthen  his  disciples  by 
assurances  of  a  like  fflory  and  happiness  with  what  was  allotted  to  himself. 

"  I  go  to  my  Famer,'^  says  he,  "  and  to  your  Father,  to  my  God,  and  your  God."  •  I  am 
«  nused  up  to  Ine.  So  likewise  shall  all  they  be  in  due  time  ^o  bi^ve  in  me,  and  follow,  an(I 
'  dbey  me.    To  all  such  the  Father  will  by  me  give  eternal  life.' 

:-,       VOL.  Y.      .  .  .  .     .  SD 
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Our  Lord  proved  a  resurrection  to  the  Phsritecs  fir<Mn  God's  barii^  call^  hiniaelf ''  tfae  God 
of  Abraham,  and  Isaac  and  Jacob/' 

Our  Lord  had  been  now  declared  to  be  the  Son  of  God  by  his  resurrection.  Herein  God 
had  shewn  himself  a  Father  to  him.  He  here  says  to  his  diseiptes^  that  God  is  not  only  bis  God 
and  Father,  but  theirs  also.  Thereby  he  assures  them  of  a  resurrection  to  life,  to  die  no  more, 
$nd  of  their  partaking  of  glory  and  happiness  like  his.  Then  their  sonship,  and  God's  fatherly 
love  and  care  for  them,  will  be  manitest.  So  says  our  Lord.  <<  Neither  can  they  die  any  more« 
For  they  are  equal  unto  the  angels^  and  are  the  children  of  God,  being  the  children  of  the  resur- 
rection,** Luke  XX.  36. 

Whilst  our  Lord  was  yet  with  the  dimples,  and  before,  be  took  his  leave  of  them,  he  said  : 
^  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you.  If  1  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you,  I  will' come  again,  and 
i^eceive  you  to  myself:  that  where  1  am,  there  ye  niay  be  also,'*  John  xiv*  2,  S ;  and  afterwards, 
ver.  19.     "  Because  I  live,  ye  shall  live  also." 

Thus  we  see  at  once  how  God  is  not  only  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  but 
also  how  he  is  the  God  and  Father  of  his  disoiples  and  people.  He  is  the  Son  of  God,  and 
God  is  his  Father,  in  a  sense  peculiar  to  himself.  He  is  their  elder  brother,  and  the  first-born 
from  the  dead,  and  has  in  all  things  the  preeminence.  They  likewise  are  dear  to  God,  as  chil- 
dren: they  have  been  born  of  God,  they  are  heira  of  God,  and  joint'-heirs  with  Christ  And 
they  have  an  inheritance.  It  is  in  the  heavenly  mansions  of  their  Father's  house  with  Christ, 
who  is  their  head  and  Lord. 

4.  in  this  message  to  the  disciples  our  Lord  mi^ht  intend  to  encourage  their  expectation  of 
the  fulfilment  <rf  the  promise  of  tn^  gifl  of  the  Spint,  to  enlighten  them,  and  qualify  them  for 
the  difiicult  work  to  which  he  had  called  and  appointed  them :  a  thing  which  he  had  ofteo^ 
spoken  of,  especially  when  he  discoursed  of  his  leaving  them.  **  J^}eveItheless,  1  tdl  you  the 
truth.  It  is  expedient  that  I  go  away :  for  if  I  go  not  away  the  Comforter  will  not  come.  But 
if  I  depart  I  will  send  him  unto  you,"  John  xvi.  7>  8. 

AppLtCATioK.    I  shall  add  a  thoujj^t  or  two  by  way  of  reflection. 

Admirable  are  the  condescension  and  the  goodness  c^the  Lord  Jesus.  '<  Go  to  my  brethren^ 
and  say  unto  them :  I  ascend  unto  my  Father,  and  your  Father,  to  my  God,  and  your  God. 

Jesus  is  risen  from  the  dead  to  die  no  more.  He  nevertlieless  calls  his  d»ciples,  as  yet  in  a 
state  of  affliction  and  trial,  brethren^  They  had  accompanied  him  in  his  temptation.  And  he 
still  calls  them  brethren.  We  therefore  need  not  scruple  to  esteem  and  call  them  our  brethren^ 
who  in  some  respects  are  inferior  to  us. 

*  •  The  goodness  o£  Jesus  is  also  very  admirable.  The  disciples  had  lately  dfkiled  in  their  n^ard 
to  him,  and  left  him  alone  in  his  hour  of  disgrace.  Nevertheless,  when,  risen  from  the  dead, 
and  death  hal  no  loi^r  any  power  over  him,  nor  are  any  of  the  afflictions  of  this  life  able  to 
reach  him,  he  sends  them  this  message  full  of  affection  and  tenderness.  It  is  not  a  threatening^ 
it  is  not  an  upbraiding  message,  but  encouraging  ami  cheering. 

We  should  not  abuse  his  goodness.  But  if  we  are  sincere,  let  us  hope  that  Jesus,  who  knows 
all*  things,  will  not  reject  us  for  unallowed  faiKags  and  neglects. 

And  let  us  also  be  willing  to  own  others  for  our  brethren,  who  are  not  perfect,  but  are  de- 
fective, and  fail,  though  sincere,  in  an  hour  of  temptation :  and  let  us  do  what  y;^e  can  to 
strengthen  and  comfort  them. 


SERMON  XXVL 

CHWSTS  POVERTY  OUR  RICHES. 


For  ye  Icrum  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christy  Aat  though  he  was  rich^  yet  jfi»r  your  sMkes  he 
became  poori  that  ye  through  his  pcfoerty  might  be  rich.    2  Cor.  viii.  9. 

These  words  lie  among  divers  arguments,  which  the  apostle  offers  to  the  Corinthians,  to  induce 
them  to  a  liberal  contribution  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  saints  in  Judea.  And  these  wcHtb  may 
be  considered  as  containing  an  argument  to  generosity  therein*    Or,  whilst  they  coDtain  indeed 
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a  very  powerful  motive  to  liberality,  and  to  every  good  work,  tbey  may  he  coimdered  as  ex-i 
hibiting  to  these  Christians  a  reason  why  the  aportle  need  not  press  their  liberality  to  the  utiiiost^  -- 
by  the  use  of  many  arguments,  they  being  already  acquainted  with  a  very  forcible  inducemept; 
*♦  For  ye  know  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.**  , 

However,  it  is  not  my  design  at  this  time  to  consider  the  words,  particularly  with  regard  ti 
their  connection,  or  to  excite  your  liberality  to  any  contribution.     1  now  treat  of  them,  as  a  ' 
remarkable  and  distinguished  part  of  the  portion  of  scripture  read  this  morning  in  our  ordinary 
course,  and  as  likely  to  furnisa  meditations  suitable  to  the  solemnity  of  the  Lord's  supper  to  be 
this  day  administered  among  us. 

In  the  words  are  several  things  observable. 

I.  The  riches  of  Christ. 

II.  His  poverty.  .  , 

III.  The  moving  cause  and  consideration  of  his  "  becoming  poor,**  which  was  our  benefit: 
or  "  that  by  his  poverty  we  might  be  rich.*' 

IV.  How  Christ's  poverty  conduces  to  our  riches. 

V.  <<  The  grace  of  our  iJord  Jesus  Christ  in  becoming  poor,  that  we  might  be  ricb.^* 

I.  In  the  first  place  we  are  to  observe  the  riches  of  Christ*  .Hereby  is  meant  tlie  great  dig^ 
nity  of  the  Lord  Jems  Christ,  the  mighty  power  which  he  was  possessed  of,  and  his  command 
over  all  things.  In  a  text  very  parallel  with  Uus  the  apostle  speaks  of  Christ  being  *<  in  the  form 
of  God,"  Philip,  ii.  (i.  In  another  place  he  says,  '<  in  him  dwelleth  all  the  fulness  of  the  Grodt 
head  bodily,**  Col.  ii.  9  ;  that  is,  resflly ;  not  as  in  the  temple  of  old  at  Jerusalem,  in  a  bright 
flame,  or  resplendent  glory,  a  visible  outward  symbol  of  the  divine  presence.  But  in  him 
dwelleth  all  the  fulness  of  the  Deity  really.  He  has  divine  knowledge^  wisdom  and  powen 
In  Matt  i.  23>  is  applied  to  Jesus  the  pr<^hecy  of  Isaiah  concerning  the  birtl)  of  a  child,  of 
whom  it  wasYoretold:  <^  they  shall  call  bis  name  Emmanuel,  which  being  interpretfsd  is  God 
with  us.'*  And  St.  John  at  the  beginning  of  his  gospel  says :  **  The  Word  was  made  flesh,"  or 
took  human  nature,  **  and  dwelled  among  us.  And  we  saw  his  glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  only 
begotten  of  the  Father,  fuU  of  grace  and  truth/* 

This  is  great  riches.  Let  us  ^so  observe  some  of  the  proofs  hei^eof.  They  are  very  evident 
in  the  life  of  Jesus.  In  him  appeared  the  knowledge  of  all  things,  of  the  thoughts  and  designs 
of  men,  things  done  formerly,  in  private,  and  things  future*  He  had  likewise  all  power  for 
healing  diseases,  raising  the  dead>  and  for  restraining  his  enemies  wb^  he  saw  fit  He  com- 
manded the  winds  and  the  waves,  and  they  obeyed  him.  He  nDultiplied  small  provisions  for  the 
supply  of  great  multitudes :  and  he  spake  as  man  never  8pake>  with  pen^cuit^  and  true  sub- 
limity, to  the  adn^ration  of  the  people^  to  the  conviction  of  wme  of  his  enemies,  and  the  sur- 
prise of  others  of  them. 

IL  The  next  pai:tiwlar  is  our  Lord's  poverty*  "He  bftWime  poor."  In  this  expression  two 
things  are  implied :  fir^  that  be  was  poc»*,  and  then*  that  he  was  so  willingly,  and  with  his  own 
consent 

. .  First,  Jesw  Christ  was  poor.  Hereby  is  meant  by  the  apostle  not  only  the  being  destitute 
of  a  Jbi^ge  patrimony,  or  plenttfol  income^  and  many  accommodations,  but  all  the  mean  circum- 
stances of  our  Lord's  outward  condition. 

However,  he  was  poor  in  the  literal  sense  of  the  word.  He  descended  from  the  family  of 
David,  when  it  was  in  a  low  estate  $  and  when  he  appeared  in  his  public  character,  he  had  no 
settled  habitation  of  his  own.  When  one  of  the  Jewish  scribes  came  to  him,  making  an  ofier 
to  folk>w  him  whithersoever  he  went,  our  Lord  recommended  to  htm  to  consider  the  consequence 
of  such  a  resolution  \  for,  says  he,  '*  the  Son  of  man  hatli  not  where  to  lay  his  head,"  Matt,  viii; 
W.  There  are  many  evideuces  of  our  Lord's  poverty ;  for  he  subsisted  chiefly  by  the  contri- 
butions of  a  few  zesUous  frieads  and  followers.  Whi»  they  csm*:  to  him  for  the  tribute-money, 
or  the.  annual  offering  for  the  use  of  the  temple  at  Jerusalem,  he  »ems  not  to  have  had  of  bis 
own  whewwith  U>  pay  it ;  andth(erel(»re  jrathor  tixm  give  ofience  by  not  paying  it,  he  wrought  a 
witeicie  for  a  supply. 

B^t  by  the  poverty  mentioned  in  the  text,  we  are  fertber  to  understand  ^dl  the  many  sufler- 
ings  and  mconvenieaces  to  w\Ach  our  Lofxi  was  estipoatd  in  this  world,  as  a  person  in  mean  cir^ 
oiitnMatoies:  tha  intfrwA^de.  of.aomc),  w,bMi  Jie.lwl  obliged  by  very t  valuable  benefits,  the 
Q^gki^  of  »aiiyj;¥*P,j^:T^»rtfcnot  lO;  mtrtt  .feltt  iowtoWi  a«d  outfcard  show  and  appear^ 
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sx^ezt  tk*  acofH  of  ih^gtt^t  and  pow^rful^  the  frequent  contradictions  and  continual  oppositionsF 
which  he  met  with  from  the  scribes  and  phorisees,  and  the  chief  priests,  and  the  rulei^,  and  all 
the  pain  .and  i^ominy  of  his  death. 

That  all  this  may  be  justly  understood  to  be  comprised  in  this  expression  of  the  text,  may 
bt  cefncladed  from  the  parallel  place  before  referred  to.     "  Who  being  in  the  form  of  God, 

inade  himself  of  no  reputation,  and  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  servant : and  bein^  fonnd 

ih  fashion  as  a  mian,  he  humbled  himself,  and  became  obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of 
tile  cross,"  Philip,  ii.  6—8. 

Secondly,  All  this  poverty  was  free  and  voluntary.  Though  he  was  rich,  •«  for  your  sakes 
lie  became  poor:''  or,  m  the  words  just  cited,  <<  he  made  himself  of  no  reputation.'* 

That  our  Lord's  poverty,  and  aU  the  inconveniences  attending  it,  and  all  the  sufferings  he 
underwent,  as  a  man,  mean,  and  despised  of  the  people,  were  freely  submitted  to,  ia  apnarent. 
When  he  wrought  a  miracle  for  the  sake  of  the  tnbute-money,  he  carried  it  no  farther  than  an 
immediate  supply  for  that  one  particular  exigence ;  though  he  therein  showed  a  command  over 
ail  nature.  The  two  miracles  of  the  loaves,  when  he  multiplied  small  provisions,  are  another 
clear  demonstration  that  he  could  have  abounded  in  all  good  things  if  he  had  pleased.  How  he 
declined  all  worldly  power  and  splendour,  is  evident  from  his  shunning,  and  disappointing  those 
who  would  have  had  him  assume  regal  state  and  authority.  **  When  Jesus  therefore  perceived,"^ 
says  the  Evangelist,  '<  that  they  would  come  and  take  him  by  force  to  make  him  a  king,  he  de- 
parted again  into  a  mountain  hmiself  alone,"  John  vi.  18.  And  when,  for  the  good  of  his  dis^ 
ciples,  he  spake  to  them  beforehand  of  his  last  sufferings,  andc  Peter  said,  **  Be  it  far  from  the^ 
Lord,  this  shall  not  be  unto  thee,"  Matt.  xvi.  22,  he  repressed  that  apostle,  as  a  seducer  and 
tempter,'  with  marks  of  great  displeasure  and  resentment.  <<  He  turned,  and  said  unto  Peter» 
Get  thee  behind  me,  Satan,  thou  art  an  ofience  unto  me :  for  thou  savourest  not  the  things  that 
be  of  God,  but  those  that  be  of  men,"  ver.  28.  And  when  those  su&rings  were  n^r  at  hand, 
and  Peter  be^n  to  make  resistance,  that  he  might  not  be  apprehended  by  the  Jewish  officers, 
he  said  unto  him :  **  The  cup,  which  my  Father  has  given  me  to  drink,  shall  I  not  drink  it  ?" 
John  xviii.  11.  And,  <«  Thuikest  thou  that  I  cannot  now  pray  to  my  Father,  and  he  should 
presently  give  me  more  than  twelve  legions  of  angels?"  Matt.  xxvi.  S3. 

That  is  the  second  thing,  Christ's  poverty,  imd  the  cheerfulness  with  which  be  aubmitted 
to  it,  and  to  all  the  inconveniences  attending  it. 

III.  The  next  thing  observable  in  the  words  of  the  text  is  the  moving  cause  of  it,  or  the 
end  aimed  at  and  proposed  in  this  poverty,  which  is  our  benefit,  that  we  might  be  rich. 

I  need  not  say,  that  hereby  is  not  particularlv  intended  earthly  riches :  that  the  persons,  to 
whom  St.  Paul  is  writing,  or  others,  fdlowers  oi  Jesus,  might  have  a  great  deal  of  wealth,  or 
large  estates,  and  worlcUy  pomp  and  honour.  Tliere  is  no  reason  to  doubt,  that  usuallv,  or 
however  very  frequently,  good  Christians  may  have  an  equal  share  of  wcMrldly  good  things 
with  odier  men,  by  the  practice  of  the  virtues  of  sobriety,  dui^ence,  prudence  and  moderation, 
which  his  doctrine  recommends :  nevertheless  that  is  not  what  is  here  particulariy  intended,  but 
somewhat  higher.  Any  thing  that  is  valuable  may  be  represented  by  riches,  for  which  men  or* 
dinarily  have  a  great  esteem.  This  language  is  common  in  pro&ne  authors  of  the  best  pote^ 
as  well  as  in  the  sacred  writii^.  They  who  are  wise,  whatever  is  their  outward  ccmdition, 
are  reckoned  rich  in  some  sense  by  the  judicious.  In  the  figurative  stile  of  Solomon,  in  the 
book  of  Proverbs,  Wisdom  there  says :  "  Riches  and  honour  are  with  me,  yea  durabk  richea 


It  is  in  this  sublime  and  exalted  sense,  that  the  apostle  oueht  to  be  here  understood,  when 
he  says,  ••  for  your  sakes  Christ  became  poor,  that  ye  through  his  poverty  might  be  rich."  Fm 
this  is  agreeable  to  his  stfle  in  other  places.  So  he  says  to  the  Corinthians,  ''  I  thank  my  God 
always  m  your  bdialf,  that  in  every  thing  ye  are  enriched  by  him  in  all  utterance,  and  in  all 
knowledge,"  1  Cor.  i.  4,  5.  In  like  manner  in  the  seventh  verse  of  this  chapter,  wherein  is  the 
text :  **  Iher^ure  as  ye  abound  in  every  thing,  in  faith,  in  utterance,  and  in  knowledge,  and 
in  all  di%en<»(,  and  in  your  love  to  us,  see  that  ye  dxwmd  in  this  grace  also." 

There  are  several  l^ranches  df  this  kind  o£  riches,  with  which  Christians  are  enriched  by- 
Jesus  Christ,  and  whidi  he  proposed  to  enrich  them  with.    There  are  ridies  c^knowledge  and 
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understanding  in  divine  things,  riches  of  virtue  and  holiness,  riches  of  good  works,  riches  of 
inheritance,  riches  of  comfort,  and  riches  of  future  glory  and  happiness. 

first,  there  are  the  riches  of  knowledge  and  understanding  in  divine  things.  This  is  a  f\in- 
^unental  blessing,  on  which  many  others  depend.  "  In  Christ  are  hid  all  the  treasures  of  wis- 
dom  and  knowledge,"  Col.  ii.  3.  From  his  fulness  Christians  have  received.  They  gain  by  him 
a  clearer  knowledge  of  God,  and  the  way  of  serving  him,  and  approving  themselves  to  him,  than 
others  have,  or  than  they  had,  before  they  had  heard  of  him  and  learned  of  him.  Says  the 
apostle  to  the  Galatians  :  "  But  now  after  that  ye  have  known  God,  or  rather  are  known  of  God,' 
how  turn  ye  again  to  the  weak  and  beggarly  elements?*'  Gal.  iv.  9.  They  have  juster  notions 
of  the  future  state  of  recompenses,  than  others.  Through  Christ,  these  Corinthians,  and  other 
Gentiles,  had  gained  a  clearer  and  more  delightful  knowledge,  and  fuller  assurances  concerning 
the  wisdom,  goodness  and  mercy  of  God,  and  many  other  religious  truths^  than  they  had 
before. 

Secondly,  There  are  also  the  riches  of  graces  or  virtues,  the  truest  riches  in  the  world,  and 
the  most  valuable  of  all  attainments.  Such  as  the  love  of  God  and  our  neighbour,  moderation 
for  earthly  things,  meekness,  patience,  gentleness,  long-suffering,  the  government  of  ourselves 
and  all  our  passions.  To  have  these  virtuous  dispositions,  especially  to  excel  in  them,  is  great 
riches..  St.  James  speaks  of  some,  who  were  <^  rich  in  faith,  and  heirs  of  the  kingdom,  which 
he  has  promised  to  them  that  love  him,*'  Jam.  ii.  5.  Christ  has  become  poor,  and  has  given^ 
himselffor  us,  that  we  might  have  these  riches  of  virtue  and  holiness,  and  that  we  might  abound 
therein,  excelling  in  love,  meekness,  patience,  zeal,  and  fortitude  of  mind  in  the  profession  of 
truths  and  the  practice  of  virtue. 

Farther,  thirdly.  There  are  the  riches  of  good  works,  when  the  virtuous  dispositions,  just 
mentioned,  are  exercised,  and  show  themselves  in  their  proper  fruits.  St.  Paul  requires  Timothy 
to  **  charge  them  that  are  rich  in  this  wwld,  that  they  do  good,  that  they  be  rich  in  good  works^ 
ready  to  distribute,  billing  to  communicate,"  1  Tim.  vi.  17»  18.  He  himself  is  here  exhorting 
the  Uorinthians  to  be  rich  in  that  way.  And  at  the  beginning  of  this  chapter  he  commends  tite 
diurche^  of  Macedonia  for  the  riches  of  their  liberality^ 

4.  There  are  also  tjie  ridies  of  inheritance,  or  expectation.  And  Cluist  became  poor  for 
this  end,  that  we  might  be  entitled  to  a  glorious  and  heavenly  inheritance.  Though  Gentales, 
once  afar  off,  we  through  Christ  have  been  brought  nigh  unto  Uod,  and  admitted  into  his  family, 
tfid  made  children.  <<  And  if  children,  then  heirs,''  says  St.  Paul,  *^  and  joint  heirs  witji 
Cfaorat,''  Rom.  viii.  1%  And  St.  James  :  <<  Has  not  God  chosen  the  poor  of  this  world,  rich 
m  £ttth,  heirs  of  the  kingdocn,  which  he  has  promised  to  them  that  love  him?"  Jam.  ii.  S.  So 
Cbcistians  are  rich  in  hope  and  expectation. 

5*  Conseaueatly,  they  are  likely  to  be  rich  in  comforts.  Since  their  expectations  are  vast, 
and  also  well  founded,  they  have  sources  of  consolation  which  cannot  easily  fail.  In  every 
condition^  whether  they  want,  or  abound,  as  to  earthly  goods,  they  will  enjoy  contentment,  and 
in  ^  their  tribulations  have  peace  and  comfort.  As  St.  Paul  says :  **  Therefore  being  justified 
by  iaith,  we  have  peace  with  God  through  our  Lofd  Jesus  Christ.  By  whom  also  we  have  access 
into  diis  grace— and  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God.  And  not  only  so,  but  we  gloiy  in 
tribulations  also,'*  Rom.  v.  beg.  especially  when  th^  happen  on  account  of  services  for  the  in- 
terest  of  true  rdigion:  <<  knowing,  that  tribulation  worlketh  patience,  and  patience  experience, 
and  ^UMrience  hope.  And  hope  maketh  not  ashamed,  because  the  love  of  God  is  shed  abroad 
in  CHir  Wrts  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  is  given  to  us.'' 

6.  The  riches,  which  the  iqxMtle  here  speaks  of,  must  include  also  the  riches  of  future  glory 
and  happiness.  And  that  is  true  riches,  a  treasure  laid  up  in  heaven,  liable  to  no  violence,  nor 
accidents,  nw  decays.  Tliey,  who  according  to  the  directions  of  Christ,  and  his  apostles,  seek 
die  kingdom  of  heaven  and  its  righteousness  in  the  first  place,  who  rightly  improve  their  present 
advant^l^s,  doing  good,  and  being  rich  in  ^ood  wc^s,  lay  up  for  themselves  in  store  a  good 
fixindation,'*  m  a  good  treasure,  <«  against  we  time  to  come,  and  will  obtain  etemsd  life."  1  Tim» 
vi.  IS,  19. 

Thus  Christ  **  became  poor,  that  we  through  his  poverty  might  be  rich,''  in  religious  know- 
ledge, in  virtue,  in  mod  works,  ia  the  hope  and  expectation  of  a  heavenly  inheritance^  in  con* 
tentmeitt,  peace  and  comfint  of  mind  now,  and  at  length  in  glory,  the  perfectkm  of  hdiness  and 
happiness. 
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IV.  It  may  be  now  fitly  inquired  by  us:  how  does  Christ's  poverty  conduce  to  oiir  riches? 
It  does  so  many  ways. 

For  by  Christ's  living  in  this  world  in  a  mean  condition  we  have  better  assurance  of  the 
reality  of  his  miraculous  works,  and  consequently  of  the  truth  of  his  doctrine,  than  otherwise  we 
should  have  had.  The  evidence  of  them  is  now  much  more  clear  and  credible,  than  it  would 
have  been  if*  he  had  lived  in  splendour,  and  had  enjoyed  external  power  and  authority.  For  in 
that  case  it  might  have  been  suspected,  that  some  were  disposed  to  ascribe  great  works  to  him 
without  sufficient  ground  and  reason.     But  now  there  is  no  pretence  for  such  a  suspicion. 

As  a  teacher  of  the  principles  of  true  religion,  a  low  and  mean  condition  was  on  many 
accounts  preferable,  and  more  likely  to  subserve  the  great  ends  whicih  he  had  in  view.  And 
therefore  he  submitted  to  it,  and  even  chose  it. 

Hereby  he  has  been  a  pattern  of  all  virtues,  especially  the  most  difficult.  In  a  word,  he  has 
given  an  example  of  virtue,  suited  to  the  afflicted,  tempted  state  and  condition  which  we  are  in* 

They  of  low  rank  are  a  large  part  of  mankind.  He  has  set  a  pattern  otHhe  virtues  suited  to 
their  condition — meekness,  patience,  resignation  to  the  will  of  God,  trust  in  Divine  Providence. 
Hereby  also  men  of  higher  rank  are  instructed  to  be  thankful  aod  useful  in  their  stations^  * 
Moreover  moderation  for  all  earthly  things  is  a  disposition  necessary  even  for  the  richest  and 
the  greatest.  And  they  ought  to  be  prepared  for  poverty,  and  every  kind  of  abasement:  fbras* 
much  as  no  condition  in  this  world  is  set  above  a  hableness  to  the  most  surprising  chaoges  and 
vicissitudes. 

V.  One  thin^  more,  which  we  are  led  to  observe,  is  "the  ^race  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ:" 
his  goodness,  his  benevolence,  his  munificence  in  <<  becommg  poor,''  that  others  *^  might 
be  rich.'* 

Ye  know  this,  says  the  apostle.  The  Corinthians,  and  other  Christians  at  that  time,  had 
been  acquainted  with  it  by  those  who  had  preached  the  gospel  to  them.  We  know  it  likewise 
from  the  history  of  our  Lord's  life,  recorded  in  the  gospels,  and  from  the  enlargraaents  upon  the 
subject  of  the  love  of  Christ,  which  we  find  in  the  epistles  of  his  apostles* 

We  may  know  it  also  by  the  conviction  we  have  of  the  great  difference  between  wealth  and 
poverty,  the  advantages  of  thb  one,  and  the  disadvantages  and  inconveniences  of  the  otherf  the 
respect  and  homage  paid  to  the  one,  the  contempt  and  nej^ect  which  are  c^n  the  portion  of 
the  other.  We  know  it  by  observing  how  selcKnn  respect  and  esteem  can  be  secured  by  the 
most  exalted  virtue,  and  the  most  usenil  services  of  men  of  low  condition.  And  we  see  what 
cf)|H>sition  our  Lord  met  with,  what  contradictions  he  endured  in  the  course  of  his  ministry) 
which  mi^ht  have  been  prevented  if  he  had  been  in  power  and  authority:  if  he  had  not  chosen 
to  be  in  this  world,  and  among  his  disciples,  as  one  that  serveth,  and  to  maintain  this  diaracter 
to  the  end,  and  lay  down  his  life  for  his  sheep,  even  those  of*  the  people  of  Israel^  and  for  those 
who  were  not  of  that  fold,  but  were  afar  off  among  the  Gentiles. 

VL  AppLicATioiiJ'.     Let  me  now  add  a  word  or  two  by  way  of  application. 

1.  We  are  all  here  furnished  with  a  powerful  motive  to  condescension,  meekness,  ferbearance, 
and  every  virtue,  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  our  fellow  creatures.  "  We  know  the  grace  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ."  We  need  not  therefore  to  have  frequent  and  earnest  admonitions  to  works 
of  kindness.  We  have  always  at  hand  a  consideration  that  may  make  us  ready  of  ourseh^s  to 
every  good  work,  as  occasions  offer. 

2*  Let  tlien  every  rational,  eveiy  unprejudiced,  and  well-disposed  mind,  give  honour  and 
praise  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  What,  and  who  is  he,  to  whom  Jesus  does  not  appear  amiable 
m  his  words,  in  his  works,  and  in  the  whole  of  his  conduct  ?  Is  generosity  amiable  in  other*?  Why 
net  in  J^sus,  who  has  given  the  most  extraordinary  and  unexceptionid)le  proofs  of  that  great 
virtue  ? 

By  his  grace  in  b^covoifig  poor,  we  have  been  made  rich.  For  to  what  else;  or  to  whom,  so 
much  as  to  him,  do  we  owe  our  just  sentiments  in  religion;  or  any  measure  of  virtue  which  we 
have,  attained  ?  To  whom  are  we  so  much  indebted  as  to  him,  for  the  comibrt  of  our  minds,  far 
support  under  afflictions,  and  for  a  well  grounded  hope  of  eternal  life? 

We  may  o^me  something  to  reason.  We  also  owe  a  great  deal  to  revektMMi^  e^ecially  to  the 
revelation  of  tlte  gospel  of*  Jesus  Christ,  which  he  taugliS  in  a  mean  condition,  and  confirmed  hf 
his  ^viUing  and  patient  death.  We  are  indebted  to  the  faith  of  AbraJMrni^  the  adf-deniai  of 
Moses,  and  to  all  the  noble  exploits  of  others,  who  have  been  animated  by  the  principles  of  trae 
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reUgidn.  We  are  indebted  to  the  devout  and  elegant  compositions  of  Kin^  David,  and  the  wise 
observations  of  his  son  Solomon^  who  also  was  King  in  Jerusalem,  and  long  reigned  in  great 
splendour.  But  we  owe  a  great  deal  more  to  Jesus  Christ,  who  was  crucified,  and  afterwards 
rose  from  the  dead. 

When  all  die  maxims  of  mere  philosophy  never  proceeded  so  far  as  to  make  one  province  or 
city  of  philosophers :  when  the  law  of  Moses,  with  a  magnificent  temple,  and  a  well  endowed 
priesthood,  could  scarcely  keep  one  single  nation  steady  in  the  worship  of  the  triie  God,  or 
from  falling  into  all  the  abominations  of  the  grossest  idolatry;  in  a  short  time  after  the  preachings 
of  the  cross. of  Christ,  multitudes  of  people  turned  from  idols  to  serve  the  living  and  true  God : 
and  naany  societies  of  men,  professing  the  principles  of  true  religion,  were  formed  and  planted  in 
dittant  parts  of  the  world:  till  many  oithe  kingdoms  of  the  earth  became  the  kingdoms  of  our 
God,  and  his  Christ. 

Some  have  been  apt  to  raise  disputes  concerning  the  powers  and  interests  of  reason  and 
revelatioir,  which  might,  have  been  reconciled.  Applicable  here  seems  to  be  the  wise  answer, 
which  our  Lord  gave  to  an  ensnaring  question.  "  Render,*'  says  he,  **  to  Caesar,  the  things 
that  are  Caesar's;  and  to  God  the  things  which  are  God's.**  In  like  manner,  render  to  reason 
tjlie  things  that  are  reason's,  and  to  revelation  the  things  that  belong  to  it. 

That  it  is  very  much  owing  to  revelation,  that  true  religion  has  been  kept  up  in  the  world, 
appears  from  the  deplorable  ignorance  of  those  who  have  not  had  that  advantage.  How  much 
we  owe  to  the  Christian  revelation,  may  be  concluded  from  tlie  swift  progress  of  the  principles 
of  true  religion,  upon  the  preaching  of  Christ's  apostles.  "  Where  is  the  wise?  where  is  the 
icribe?  where  is  the  disputer  of  this  world?  Has  not  God  made  foolish  the  wisdom  of  this 
world?  "  that  is,  does  not  all  that  wisdom  now  appear  very  contemptible,  as  to  its  influence,  when 
conqpared  with  tlie  effi^ct  of  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  of  Christ  ?  Indeed,  it  is  he  to  whom  we 
are  indebted  for  all  this  riches.  By  the  preaching  of  his  gospel  we  have  been  brought  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  law  and  the  prophets^  and  have  learned  the  right  exercise  of  our  reason. 


SERMON  XXVII. 

CHRlSrS  FAREWELL  WISH  OF  PEACE  TO  HIS  DISCIPLES. 

Peace  I  leave  with  you.    My  peace  I  give  unto  you.    Not  as  the  world  gives^  give  I  unto  you.-^ 

John  xiv.  27« 

The  text  contains  our  Lord's  valedictory  blessing,  which  he  leaves  with  his  disciples.  And  I 
BOW  consider  it  as  preparatory  to  a  discourse  on  the  apostolical  benediction  at  the  end  of  the 
second  epistle  to  the  Corinthians;  hoping  that  an  explication  of  this  text  may  lead  us  to  the 
light  meaning  of  the  other. 

i.  I  shall  first  show,  how  we  sure  to  understand  these  words :  **  Peace  I  leave  with  you.  My 
peace  I  give  unto  you/' 

II.  And  then,  wherein  Christ's  peace  exceeds  and  surpasses  "  the  peace  which  the 
wcwld  ffives.'* 

I.  I  would  endeavour  to  show,  how  we  are  to  understand  these  words :  "  Peace  I  leave  with 
you.    My  peace  I  give  unto  you." 

The  word  "  peace*'  is  used  in  various  senses.  A  very  common  meaning  of  the  word  in  our 
lan^age,  and  oflken  found  likewise  in  scripture,  is  that  of  general  quiet  and  tranquillity,  in 
opposition  to  public  war;  or  for  private  friendship  and  agreement,  in  opposition  to  strife  and 
ooDtention  among  particular  persoiw.  **  There  is,"  says  Solomon,  *<  a  time  of  peace,  and  a 
time  of  war,"  Ecc.  iii.  8*  "  He  maketh  peace  in  thy  borders,"  Ps.  cxlvii.  14.  Where  it 
denotes  public  and  general  quiet  and  tranquillity.  In  many  other  places  it  signifies  private 
fneiidslup  and  agreement,  in  opposition  to  strife  and  contention.   Our  Lord  directs  his  di^dples: 
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*<  Have;  peace  one  with  another/'  Mark  ix.  50.  And  St.  Paul  says*  2  Cor.  xii.  IL  <<  Be  of  one 
mind,  Uve  in  peace/'  And  Rom.  xii«  18.  ^*  If  it  be  possible,  as  much  at  in  you  lies,  live 
peaceably  with  all  men/' 

Peace  is  sometimes  equivalent  to  comfort  and  satisfaction  of  mind.  Isa.  xxvi.  S.  **  Thou 
wilt  keep  him  in  perfect  peace,  whose  mind  is  stayed  upon  thee.'*  Luke  ii.  £9*  "  Now  lettest 
thou  thy  servant  depart  in  peace.**  So  the  word  seems  to  be  taken,  Ps.  cxix.  65.  "  Great  peace 
liave  they  that  love  thy  law,  and  nothing  shall  ofiend  them."  Prov*  iii.  17*  It  is  said  of  wisdom 
or  religion:  "  Her  ways  are  ways  of  pleasantness,  and  all  her  paths  are  peace."  John  xvi.  33. 
"  These  things  have  I  spoken  unto  you,  that  in  me  ye  might  have  peace«  In  the  world  ye  will 
have  tribulation."  Rom.  xv.  13.  "  Now  the  God  of  peace  fill  you  with  all  joy  and  peace,"  or 
all  comfort  and  satisfaction  of  mind,  **  in  believing."  '    ' 

In  the  eastern  languages  peace  is  oftentimes  the  same  as  happiness  or  prosperity* 
Pi.  cxxii.  6,  7.  **  Pray  for  the  peace  of  Jerusalem.  They  shall  prosper  that  love  thee.  Peace 
be  within  thy  walls,  and  prosperity  within  thy  palaces."  And  when  the  Jews  were  going 
captives  into^  Babylon,  they  were  required  to  pray  for  the  peace  of  the  city  where  they  ^elt. 
By  which  undoubtedly  is  to  be  understood  prosperity  in  general:  not  only  tranquillitv,  or  freedom 
irom  foreign  wars,  and  intestine  seditions  and  commotions,  but  likewise  plenty  of  all  good- things, 
and  freedom  from  calamitous  circumstances  of  every  kind.  Isa.  xlviii.  18.  **  O  that  thou  hadst 
hearkened  to  my  conunandments.  Then  had  thy  peace  been  as  a  river;"  that  is,  then  thy^ 
wealth  and  prosperity  would  have  been  very  great  and  remarkable. 

This  being  a  common  sense  of  the  word  among  the  eastern  people,  wishing  peace  was  a  very 
tisual  form  of  salutation  with  them.  In  this  manner  David  sent  hts  salutations  or  compliments 
to  Nabal,  by  his  servants :  <^  Thus  shall  ye  say  to  him.  Peace  be  unto  thee,  and  peace  be  to  tby 
liouse,  and  peace  be  unto  all  that  thou  hast,"  1  Sam.  xxv«  &  It  is  said  of  Joseph's  brethren, 
that  ^*  they  hated  him,  and  could  not  speak  peaceably  unto  him,"  Gen.  xxxvii.  4.  In  the 
original  it  is:  '<  they  could  not  say  peace  to  him:"  that  is,  when  they  met  him,  they  could  not 
persuade  themselves  to  salute  him,  or  say,  **  peace  be  unto  thee."  Such  grudging  and  envy 
were  in  their  minds.  This  form  of  salutation  was  used  by  superiors  to  inferiors,  and  likewise  by 
mferiors  to  the  greatest.  Ezra  iv.  17*  <<  Then  sent  the  xin^  an  answer  unto  Rehum  the 
chancellor,  and  to  Shimshi,  the  scribe,— —and  to  the  rest  of  their  companions  beyond  the  river, 
——Peace:  and  at  such  a  time."  And  Ezra  v.  7.  "  The  copy  of  the  letter  of  Tatnai  the 
^vemor,  on  this  side  the  river-— —They  sent  a  letter  to  Darius  the^  king,  wherein  it  was 
written:  Unto  Darius  the  kin^:  all  peace." 

Gt>d  himself  is  represented  as  adopting  this  manner  of  expression.  Jer.  xvL  5.  *^  For  I  have 
taken  away  my  peace  from  this  people,  saith  the  Lord,  evenlovitig-kindness  and  mercies,"  As 
if  he  had  said:  *  I  now  withdraw  from  you  my  blessing,  and  no  longer  concern  myself  for  your 
*  welfare  and  prosperity.' 

I  may  add  here  a  few  other  instances.  Our  Lord  directs  his  disciples :  "  And  into  what* 
soever  house  ye  enter,  first  say.  Peace  be  to  this  house,"  Luke  x.  5.  Our  Lord  himself,  when  he 
came  again  amon^  his  disciples,  after  his  resurrection,  saluted.them  in  the  like  manner.  *'  The 
same  day  at  evening  came  Jesus,  and  stood  in  the  midst,  and  saith  unto  tliem.  Peace  be  unto 
you,'*  John  xx.  X%. 

Such  then  was  the  common  form  of  salutation.  The  farewell  wish  at  parting  was  much  the 
same.  *«  Hien  Eli  said  unto  Hannah,  Go  in  peace,  and  the  God  of  Israel  want  thee  thy 
petition  that  thou  hast  asked  of  him,'*  1  Sam.  i.  17.  So  the  prophet  Elisha  says  to  Naaman,  "  Go 
m  peace,"  2  Kings  v.  19. 

It  may  be  here  observed,  that  sometimes  the  same  expression  is  used  by  way  of  farew6U,  as 
in  the  salutation.  St.  Peter  concludes  his  first  epistle :  "  Peace  be  with  you  all  that  are  in 
Christ  Jesus.  So  it  is  in  our  translation:  but  in  the  original  it  is  exactly  thus :  "  Peace  to  you. 
all  that  are  in  Christ  Jesus."  E/p»jv)^  v/x/v  tcwi  k*  a.  And  St.  Paul  near  the  conclusion  of  his 
epistle  to  the  Ephesians,  ch.  vi.  2S.  «  Peace  be  to  the  brethren,  and  love  with  faith,  from  God 
the  Father,  and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

However,  by  comparing  the  salutations  at  the  beginning,  and  the  valedictions  at  the  end> 
of  the  epistles,  in  the  New  Testament,  we  seem  to  learn  that  it  was  common  to  begin  with 

E raying  that  crace  and  mercy  inight  be  to  persons ;  and  to  conclude  with  a  wish,  that  the  same 
lessings  might  be  with  them )  meaning  thereby,  as  I  aiqprehend  that  thi^  might  remain  and 
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abide  with  tKem.  So  Philip,  i.  2;  the  salutation  is,  "  Grace  be  unto  you,  and  peace  from  God 
our  Father,  and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ."  The  concluding  wish  or  farewell,  ch.  iv.  23,  is :  "  The 
grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you  all."  And  Col.  i-  2.  "  Grace  be  unto  you,  and  peace 
from  God  our  Father,  and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ."  The  valediction  at  the  end  of  the  epistle  is, 
"  Grace  be  with  you."  \\ 

Complying  with  the  common  forms,  our  Lord  here  gives  his  blessing  to  the  disciples  in  a  like 
manner,  and  says,  "  Peace  I  leave,  with  you."     *  I   wish  you  all   happiness.     I  leave   and 

*  bequeath  it  to  you:  and  remember,  it  is  my  valedictor}-  blessing.'  **  My  peace  I  give  unto 
you."     *  Nor  do  I  only  wish,  but  I  actually  give  and  impart  happiness  to  you,  provided  you 

•  are  desirous  of  it,  and  careful  to  obtain  it.'  Or,  he  *  repeats  the  same  wish,  as  we  some- 
times do  at  parting,  saying,  «  Farewell,  farewell :"  or,  "  again  and  again  I  wish  you  all 
happiness." 

IL  Which  brings  us  to  the  other  point  to  be  considered  by  us:  wherein .  Christ's  peace 
exceeds  and  surpasses  the  peace  which  the  world  gives. 

It  may  imply  these  several  things.  Christ's  wish  of  peace  is  more  sincere,  more  fei^vent, 
more  valuable,  and  more  effectual,  than  that  of  the  world. 

1.  Christ's  wish  of  peace  is  more  sincere. 

Men's  wishes  of  happiness  are  sometimes  formal  only,  an  empty  sound,  mere  words,  and 
nothing  else:  a  compliment  performed  out  of  regard  to  custom  and  fashion,  without  any  real 
love,  or  true  desire  of  the  welfare  of  those  who  are  favoured  with  it.  In  this  respect,  Christ's 
peace  exceeded  that  of  the  world.  His  farewell  wish  was  not  without  thought  and  meaning. 
Me  was  not  unconcerned  about  the  welfare  of  his  ^isciples.  .  Their  happiness  was  not  a  thing 
indifferent  to  him.  He  truly  loved  them,  and  wished  them  well.  As  St.  John  observes  at  the 
beginning  of  the  thirteentli  chapter  of  his  gospel :  "  Having  loved  his  own,  which  were  in  the 
world,  he  loved  them  to  the  end."  He  was  continually  giving  them  marks  of  afi*ection  for  their 
welfare:  and  at  this  time  he  was  sincere  as  ever. 

«.  Christ's  wish  of  peace  exceeds  that  of  the  world  in  the  fervour  and  earnestness,  as  well  as 
in  the  truth  and  sincerity  of  it. 

It  was  not  a  cold  and  faint  desire  of  their  happiness,  but  most  fervent  and  earnest.  Other-, 
wise  be  had  not  now  concerned  himself  about  his  disciples,  when  he  was  so  near  a  time  of  bitter 
sufferings. 

Indeed  Christ's  love  was  very  general  and  extensive.  "  For  God  so  loved  the  world,  that 
he  ^ve  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  beUeveth  on  him  should  not  perish,  but  have  ever- 
lasting life,"  John  iii.  16.  He  gave  himself  for  "  the  life  of  the  world,"  John  vi.  51..  In  his 
difficult  and  important  undertaking,  and  every  part  of  it,  he  had  an  eye  to  the  recovery  and 
salvation  of  all,  even  of  all  such  as  were  in  aarkness  and  ignorance,  sin  and  misery.  And 
certainly  that  love  is  very  great  and.  extraordinary,  which  produces  such  effects,  and  carries 
through  the  sorrows  of  a  painful  and  ignominious  death. 

In  this  general  and  fervent  love  the  disciples  had  their  share.  He  gave  himself  for  them,  as 
well  as  for  others.  But  we  may  suppose,  that  in  the  days  of  his  flesh,  during  his  abode  on  this 
earth,  he  had  an  especial  affection  and  tenderness  for  those  whom  he  had  cafled  to  be  with  him,^ 
and  who  had  hearkened  to  that  call.  Before  he  gave  them  that  call,  they  believed  in  him,  and 
were  disciples  in  general,  and  had  a  respect  for  him  as  the  expected  Messiah.  Such  an  idea  they 
formed  of  him,  founded  upon  the  -preaching  of  John  the  Baptist,  and  some  discourses  with 
himself,  compared  with  the  prophecies  of  the  ancient  scriptures. 

And  now  they  had  been  with  him  a  year  or  two,  during  the  time  of  his  public  ministry.: 
They  persevered  in  their  faith  and  profession,  and  attendance  on  him,  notwithstanding  the  re- 
flections cast  upon  him,  and  upon  them  for  his  sake.  They  were  not  free  from  defects  and 
fellings,  which  his  all-discerning  eye  observed,  and  which  he  kindly  took  notice  of  to  them.  But 
th^  had  shewn  a  sincere  affection  and  respect  for  him,  and  an  ardour  for  his  honour  and  service,' 
which  were  very  acceptable. 

They  were  become  more  especially  his  charge,  and  were  as  his  family.  As  such  he  is  now 
retired  with  them,  and  has  friendly  ahd  intimate  conversation  with  them.  And  he  takes  his, 
leave  of  them,  as  a  parent  does  of  his  children,  a  little  before  his  expected  departure  out  of  this 
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world:  or  as  some  person  of  eminent  station  and  character,  may  do  of  his  fiiends  ud  d^>Mdents, 
or  others,  whom  he  has  treated  with  special  regard. 

3.  There  is  still  another  very  remarkable  difference  to  be  observed  by  us.  Christ's  peace 
surpasseth  that  of  the  world  in  real  excellence  and  value. 

His  wish  of  peace  is  not  only  sipcere  and  fervent,  but  also  wise  and  judicious,  not  weak,  and 
fond,  or  partial. 

What  Was  the  peace,  which  our  Lord  now  gave,  and  left  with  his  disciples,  we  may  clearly 
discern  from  the  tenour  of  all  his  exhortations  and  teachings,  public  and  pnvate.  He  does  not 
wish  them  the  great  things  of  this  world,  abundance  of  riches,  honour  and  splendour  :  these  are 
not  the  things  which  he  wishes  for  them  chiefly,  and  in  the  first  place.  He  continually  cautioned 
men  against  setting  their  affections  upon  such  things,  and  seeking  them  as  their  main  happiness. 
Undoubtedly,  he  wishes,  that  his  friends  and  followers  may  fare  well,  and  meet  with  a  kind  and 
fiiendly  reception  among  men,  and  obtain  other  advantages  and  ccmiforts,  so  far  as  they  can  be 
secured  in  the  way  of  integrity  and  strict  virtue,  and  without  abating  the  ardour  of  their  zeal  fi>r 
the  honour  of  God,  and  the  interest  of  true  religion,  in  all  its  branches.  But  he  first  of  all 
desires,  that  they  may  do  well,  and  in  the  next  place  only,  that  they  may  fare  well. 

In  this  respect  the  peace  of  Christ  differs  very  much  frcun  the  peace  of  the  world,  and  the 
ttien  of  it.  The  peace,  which  they  usually  wish  for  those  whom  they  love  best,  is  made  up  of  all 
the  ingredients  ot  a  worldly  felicity.  They  set  a  great  vajue  upon  such  things  themselves.  And' 
therefore,  when  their  love  of  others  is  smcere  and  warm,  they  are  very  apt  earnestly  to  desire 
abundance  of  worldly  goods  for  them. 

But  that  is  not  true  wisdom.  Solomon  said  of  old :  *<  Fear  God  and  keep  his  command- 
ments. For  this  is  the  whole"  duty  and  interest  "  of  man,'*  Eccl.  xii.  13.  Our  Lord  proceeds 
upon  the  same  plan,  only  farther  improved.  As  he  says  in  this  context,  ver.  21.  «*  He  that  hath 
my  commandments,  and  keepeth  them,  he  it  is  that  loveth  me.  And  he  that  loveth  me,  shall  be 
loved  of  my  Fatlier.  And  I  will  love  him,  and  will  manifest  myself  to  him.**  His  precepts  are 
very  sublime  and  spiritual,  requiring  purity  of  heart  and  life.  His  blessings  and  promises  are 
suitable,  even  heavenly  and  eternal.  And  the  desires  and  pursuits  of  his  disciples  and  foUowefs 
should  be  answerable.  <<  My  sheep  hear  my  voice*  And  I  know  them,  and  they  follow  me* 
And  I  give  unto  them  eternal  life,  and  they  shall  never  perish.  Neither  shall  any  man  pluck 
them  out  of  m^  hands,''  John  x.  27»  28. 

Tliis  blessmg  our  Lord  now  gives  to  his  disciples.  This  peace  he  leaves  with  them,  and 
wishes,  and  recommends  it  to  them  to  take  care  that  they  fail  not  of  it,  and  fall  not  short  of  the 
everlasting  rest  which  remains  for  God's  people.  And  if  they  act  thus,  all  other  things  needful 
and  convenient  will  be  added. 

Then  they  will  have  peace  with  God.  God  will  not  be  an  enemy  to  them,  but  will  love  and 
approve  <^them.  And  they  will  have  a  comfortable  persuasion  of  his  favour  and  acceptance. 
If  they  seek  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  its  righteousness,  in  the  first  place,  diey  will  never 
contract  such  friendship  with  this  world,  as  would  produce  enmity  with  God. 

Then  they  will  have  peace  in  their  own  minds.  They  will  not  easily  do  any  thing,  ibr  which 
their  own  hearts  should  afterwards  reproach  them:  but  will  so  act,  as  to  enjoy  a  happy  serenity 
and  composure  of  mind. 

They  will  be  also  free  from  tormenting^  ambitious  pursuits  of  the  great  things  of  this  world ; 
and  will  have  satisfaction  and  contentment  in  every  condition. 

Says  our  Lord:  "  And  ye  now  therefore  have  sorrow.  But  I  will  see  you  again,  and  your 
heart  shall  rejoice.  And  your  joy  no  man  taketh  from  you,"  John  xvL  22.  This  is  a  great  advan- 
tage of  the  peace  of  religion,  the  peace  which  our  Lord  gives,  that  it  is  durable.  It  is  not  to  be 
broken  in  upon,  and  carried  away,  by  every  flood  of  affliction.  It  is  not  fleeting  and  inconstant, 
Kke  worldly  peace  and  joy,  depending  upon  advantajges,  passing  and  fading.  But  it  resembles 
the  rock  upon  whidi  it  is  built,  the  hope  o£  everlasting  hfe,  which  God  has  promised  to  them 
that  love  him,  and  keep  his  commandments.  The  earnest  desire  and  steady  pursuit  of  that» 
above  all  things  else,  must  produce  ^eat  and  constant  peace.  For  whatever  we  lose,  this  great 
blessing  is  sure,  if  we  do  not  forfeit  it  by  wilful  disobedience  and  tmnsgression. 

Hiis  is  a  blessed  peace.  St.  Paul  iqpeaks  of  the  peace  of  God,  as  "passing  all  understanding," 
^Philip,  iv.  7.  It  includes  advantages^  not  easy  to  be  apprehended  by  such  as  have  had  no 
experience  of  it. 
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There  is  a  passage  of  a  gentile  philosopher,  who  lived  in  the  Roman  empire,  sooti  after  the  rise 
of  the  Christian  religion,  whose  study,  as  is  supposed,  was  not  so  much  the  contemplation  of  the 
works  of  nature,  as  the  rules  of  virtue,  and  who  aimed  to  cultivate  the  manners  of  men. 

*  You  *  perceive,  says  he,  that  the  emperor  gives  you  great  peace,  inasmuch  as  there  are  no 

*  longer  wars,  and  %htings,  robberies  and  piracies,  and  you  may  travel  safely  from  the  east  to 

*  the  west^    But  can  he  give  you  peace  from  fevers,  from  shipwreck,  from  fire,  from  earthquakes, 

*  from  thunder  ?  Can  he  give  you  peace  from  ambition  ?  rf o,  he  cannot.     From  grief?  No, 
•♦  he  cannot.     From  envy  ?  No,  not  from  any  such  things.     But  the  doctrine  of  the  philosophers 

*  promise  you  peace  from  these  also.     And  what  say^  it  ?  O  ye  men,  if  ye  will  hearken  to  me, 

*  then  wherever  vou  are,  and  whatever  you  are  doing,  yon  shall  not  be  sad,  you  shall  not  be 
'  angry,  you  shall  be  free  from  tumultuous  passions.     He  who  has  this  peace,  not  proclaimed  by 

*  Cajsar,  (for  how  should  he  proclaim  such  peace  ?)   but  proclaimea  by  God,  according  to 
<  reason;  he,  I  say,  >dio  has  this  peace,  is  he  not  happy?  Has  he  not  wherewith  he  may  be 

*  satisfied?' 

So  that  Greek  philosopher.  And  indeed  this  is  great  peace :  to  suffer  afflictions,  and  not  to 
be  depressed  by  them :  to  meet  with  provocations  and  injuries,  and  not  to  be  angry:  to  behold 
others  preferred  and  advanced  before  us,  and  above  us,  and  to  be  free  from  envy :  to  observe  the 
practices  of  the  crafty  and  designing,  and  not  to  admit  within  our  breasts  vexations  add  torments 
ing  jealousy:  to  live  in  a  world,  where  some  things  are  desirable,  others  grievous :  and  to  be 
free  from  uneasy  and  tumultuous  affections :  not  too  much  desiring  the  one,  nor  too  much 
fearing  and  dreading  the  other. 
'    This  is  great  peace.     Nor  is  there  any  so  likely  to  give  it  as  Christ. 

4.  Which  brings  us  to  the  fourth  particular:  Christ's  peace,  or  wish  of  peace  and  happiness,, 
excels  the  peace  of  the  world,  as  being  more  effectual* 

He  was  to  be  soon  parted  from  his  disk^iples  by  death.  But  he  would  see  them  agaio^  And 
if  he  lived,  they  should  live  also.    John  xiv.  19. 

His  doctrine,  his  life,  his  death,  his  resurrection  and  exaltation,  tended  itiightily  to  confirm 
the  faith  and  hope  of  eternal  life;  which  would  engage  their  affections  for  things  heavenly,  and 
take  them  off  from  things  sensible  and  temporal:  and  thereby  lay  a  foumlation  for  peace  and 
i^omfort,  amidst  all  the  vicissitudes  of  the  present  oMidition.  And  all  they  who  believe  in  Jesus, 
and  attend  to  his  doctrine  and  example,  have  like  advantages  with  those  who  conversed  per- 
sonally with  him. 

HI.  Application.     I  now  conclude  with  a  few  reflections  by  way  of  application. 

1.  We  may  here  observe,  that  our  blessed  Lord  is  great  and  admirable  every  where,  and  upon 
all  occasions.  We  discern  his  most  excellent  temper  and  conduct  in  private  and  in  public,  with 
hia  disciples,  and  when  retired  from  tiie  world,  as  well  as  at  other  seasons. 

2.  Our  Lord's  conduct  here,  as  well  as  upon  other  occasions,  deserves  our  a^tention^  and 
imitation. 

Being  about  to  be  removed  from  his  disciples  by  death,  he  takes  leave  of  them  in  an  afiec- 
tionate  manner.  He  gives  them  a  valedictory  blessing :  or  lesves  with  them  a  l^^cy  and  present 
of  peace.  Conceive  it  either  way,  it  makes  no  great  difference.  Nor  let  us  be  concerned  about 
imitating  him  in  form  only.  Let  our  peace,  as  his  did,  exceed  that  of  the  world*  Let  our 
peace,  our  wishes  of  happiness  to  others,  be  more  sincere,  more  fervent,  more  valuable,  and 
more  effectual,  than  that  of  most  men.  Especially  let  us  attend  to  the  third  property,  more 
valuable  and  impoitant.  Let  us  be  above  all  things  desirous,  that  they,  whom  we  love  in  the 
Sesh,  may  seek  heavenly  things  in  the  iirst  place.  And  if  we  set  them  an  example  of  modera- 
tion  for  earthly  things,  as  our  Lord  did,  and  at  the  same  time  are  concerned  for  their  temporal 
welfare^  as  for  our  own,  and  practise  frugality,  diligence  and  application:  this  will  be  the  way 
to  render  our  wishes  for  those  who  are  dear  to  us,  advantageous  and  efiectual.  Hereby  we  shall 
leave,  and  give  to  them  that  peace,  which  we  wish  and  desire  may  be  their  portion :  provided 
Aey  do  their  part,  and  are  not  wanting  to  themselves. 

5.  Lastly,  Let  us  each  one  reflect  upon  oimielves*  Have  we  that  peace,  which  Christ  gave 
to  his  disciples?  If  not,  let  ud  inquire  what  is  the  reason  of  it:  for,  as  our  Lord  said  to  his 
disciples,  when  they  wished  peace  or  prosperity  to  any  house  it^  which  they  entered,  **  if  the 
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mn  of  p(^e  be  there,  their  peace  should  rest  upon  it,''  Luke  x.  5,  6.  In  Uke  Buunier,  if  we  are 
true  disciples  of  Jesus,  if  wc  love  him,  and  keep  bis  coaimandments,  **  bis  peaco  will  rest  npon 
u.s/'  But  if  we  are  not  humble:  if  we  are  not  meek  and  sdf-denyin^,  as  he  has  required  us  to 
be:  if  we  are  proud  and  aspiring:  if  oar  prevailing  aims  and  desires  are  selfish  and  worldly, 
without  any  fruits  of  generous  love:  we  are  not  sons  <^  peace,  ot  Christ's  disciples ;  bot  does  his 
peace  belong  unto  us. 

However,  having  once  found  where  oQr  fiiuk  or  defect  lies,  let  us  be  willing  and  careful  to 
aniend  it.  So  wrath  shall  not  abide  upon  us,  but  we  may  become  sons  of  peace.  We  shaH 
then  enjoy  comfort  and  peace  ot*  mind  now,  and  hereafter  enter  into  tliat  undisturbed  and  ever- 
lasting rest  and  peace,  which  remain  for  all  the  people  of  God,  of  all  places,  and  of  aH 
times.    Amen« 


SERMON  XXVIII. 

THE  APOSTOLICAL  BENEDICTION. 


The  grace  qf  Hie  Lord  Jems  Cfirist^  and  the  tave  of  Godj  and  the  communion  of  the  Hob/  Ghost, 

be  with  you  all.     Amen. — 2  Cor.  xiii.  14. 

1  AM  not  insensible  of  the  difficulty  of  the  subject,  and  that,  possibly,  what  shall  be  proposed 
may  not  be  satisfactory  to  all.  I  have  been  desirous,  nevertheless,  to  explain  this  apostolical 
benediction ;  which  is  very  often,  though  not  alwa3rs  and  constantly,  made  use  of  in  our 
ji^emblies,  at  the  conclusion  of  our  solemn  and  public  worship. 

As  every  word  in  it  may  require  distinct  observation,  so  there  may  be  reckoned  to  be  som^ 
special  difficulty  in  settling  the  precise  meaning  of  the  last  phrase,  **  the  communion  of  the 
Holy  Ghost:*'  which  is  not  found  at  the  conclusion  of  any  other  of  the  epistles  in  the  New- 
Testament.  And  it  is  questioned  by  some,  whether  it  does  not  intend  those  miraculous  gifts 
which  were  then  common,  but  were  peculiar  to  the  early  ages  of  Christianity,  and  have  lor  a 
long  time  ceased  in  the  church.  If  that  be  the  direct,  and  the  sole  and  only  meaning  of  the 
expression;  then  it  will  be  argued,  th^t  this  benediction,  in  all  its  fulness,  cannot  be  fiU^  used 
in  our  assemblies  in  these  times.  For  it  is  not  reasonable  to  ask  for  ourselves,  nor  to  wish -and 
pray  for  others,  such  things,  as  we  have  no  ground  to  hope  for,  and  which  the  circumstances  of 
things  in  the  world  declare  and  manifest,  that  it  is  not  the  good  will  and  pleasure  of  God  to 
bestow.     As  this  is  a  main  difficulty  in'  the  words,  we  should  have  a  particular  eye  to  it. 

In  order  the  better  to  conceive  distinctly  of  this  matter,  I  shall  mention  these  several 
following  propositions. 

I.  It  will  be  of  use  to  compare  this  with  the  farewell,  or  valedictory  wishes  and  benedictions 
at  the  end  of  the  other  epistles  of  the  apostles. 

I  begin  with  those. in  the  two  epistles  to  the  Thessalonians,  which  seem  to  be  the  first  written 
epistles  of  St.  Paul,  and  the  most  early  scriptures  of  the  New  Testament. 

1  Thess.  V.  28.  **  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  be  with  you  all/'  2  Thess.  iii.  17, 18.  "  The 
salutation  of  Paul  with  my  own  hand,  which  is  the  token  in  all  my  epistles.  So  I  write.  The 
grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you  all.     Amen." 

And  exactly  the  same  in  Rom.  xvi.  24.  "  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you 
aU."  And  before  in  ch.  xv.  IS,  he  had  said:  "  Now  the  God  of  hope  fill  you  with  all  joy  and 
peace  in  believing.'*  And  ver.  35.  "  Now  the  God  of  peace  be  with  you  all.  Amen.*'  And 
ch.  xvi.  20.  "  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you.     Amen.'* 

1  Cor.  xvi.  23,  24.  «  Thfe  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you.  My  love  be  with 
you  all  in  Christ  Jesus.     Amep.*' 

Gal.  vi.  18.  "  Brethren,  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  your  spirit.*' 

Eph.  vi.  23,  24.  «*  Peace  be  to  th^  brethren,  and  love  with  faith  from  God  the  Father,  and 
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the  Lord  Jesus  Chrirt.    Grace  be  with  aU  that  love  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  irv  sincerity.  Amen^/.* 
Philip,  iv.  23.  "  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you  all.     Amen." 
Col.  IV.  18.  "  The  salutation  by  the  hand  of  me  Paul.  Remember  my  bonds.  Grace  be  with 

you.     Amen." 

1  Tim.  vi.  21.  "  Grace  be  with  thee.    Amen." 

2  Tim.  iv.  22.  "  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  thy  spirit.    Grace  be  with  you.     Amen." 
Tit.  iii.  15.  "All  that  are  with  me  ^ute  thee.   Greet  them  that  love  us  in  the  faith.  Grace 

be  with  you  all.     Amen." 

Philem.  ver.  25.  "  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus^  Christ  be  with  your  spirit.    Amen." 

Heb.  xiii.  25.  "  Grace  be  with  you  all.    Amen." 

In  the  epistle  of  St.  James  there  is  nothing  very  solemn,  either  at  the  beginning,,  or  at  fh^ 
end.  What  he  sap  at  the  beginning  is  this :  "  To  the  twelve  tribes,  which  are  scattered 
abroad,  greeting." 

1  Pet.  V.  13>  14.  "  The  church  that  is  at  Babylon,  elected  together  with  you,  saluteth  you, 
and  so  doth  Marcus  my  son.  Greet  ye  one  another  with  a  kiss  of  charity.  Peace  be  with  you 
all  that  are  in  Christ  Jesus.     Amen." 

There  is  no  salutation  at  the  end  of  the  second  epistle  of  St.  Peter. 
.      St.  JcAn's  third  epistle  concludes  thus:  "  Peace  be  to  thee.    The  brethren  salute  thee. 
Greet  the  friends  by  name.** 

Eev.  xxii.  21.  '^The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you  all.     Amen." 

These  are  the  conclusions,  or  the  valedictory  blessings,  of  the  several  epistles  of  the  New 
Testament.  Wliereby  we  perceive,  that  none  is  more  frequent,  than  tliat  of  "  the  grace  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you."  Sometimes  it  is  shorter :  "  Grace  be  with  you  all."  Or  "  the 
God  of  peace  be  with  you :"  or  peace  be  with  you  all  that  are  in  Christ  Jesus. 

IL  It  may  be  of  use  to  compare  the  valedictions  at  the  end  with  the  salutations  which  are 
at  the  beginning  of  the  apostolicsd  epistles. 

For  a  valediction,  or  farewell,  is  nothing  else  but  a  salutation  at  parting.  The  chief 
difference  seems  to  be  in  the  form,  without  much  difference  in  the  meaning.  At  meeting  it  usually 
is :  "  peace  be  to  you.'*  At  parting:  **  peace  be  with  you,"  or  abide  with  you.  Another  small 
difference  may  be  observed.  The  wish  at  the  end  is  more  summary.  Or,  perhaps,  there  is  none 
at  all:  the  salutation  at  the  beginning  of  a  writing,  or  at  first  meeting,,  being  reckoned  sufficient. 
Besides  that,  possibly,  in  the  midst  of  your  discourse,  or  in  the  body  of*  your  epistle,  or  other 
writing,  you  have  inserted  divers  good  wishes. 

I  shall  now  recite  some  of*  the  salutations  at  the  beginning  of  the  epistles,  and  in  the  present 
order  of  the  books  of  the  New  Testament.  You  will  in  your  own  minds  compare  them  with 
the  valedictions,  or  farewell  wishes  at  the  end,  which  have  been  already  recited. 

Rom.  i.  7.  <*  To  all  that  be  at  Rome  Grace  be  to  you,  and  peace  from  God  our  Father, 
and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

1  Cor.  i.  3.  "  Grace  be  unto  you,  and  peace,  from  God  our  Father,  and  from  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ." 

2  Cor.  i.  2.  "  Grace  be  to  you,  and  peace,  from  God  our  Father,  •  and  from  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ." 

Gal.  i.  3.  «  Grace  be  unto  you,  and  peace,  from  God  our  Father,  and  from  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ." 

So  also  Eph.  i.  2;  and  Philip,  i.  2;  and  Col.  i.  2;  and  1  Thes?.  i.  Ij  and  2  Thess.  i.  2. 

1  Tim.  i.  2.  "  Grace,  ipercy,  and  peace,  from  God  our  Father,  and  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord." 
So  also  2  Tim.  i.  2. 

Tit.  i.  4.  «  Grace,  mercy,  and  peace,  froni  God  the  Father,  and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  our 
Saviour." 

Philem.  ver.  8.  "  Grace  to  you,  and  peace  from  God  our  Father,  and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

In  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews  there  is  no  salutation  at  the  begiiming. 

James  i.  1.  "  To  the  twelve  tribes  that  are  scattered  abroad,  greeting." 

1  Pet.  i.  2.  **  To  the  strangers  scattered  throughout  Pontus,  Galatia, grace  unto  you,  and 

peace  be  multiplied." 

2  Pet.  i.  2.  "  Grace  and  peace  be  multiplied  unto  you,  through  the  knowledge  of  God,  and 
of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord." 

In  St.  John's  fiist  epistle  there  is  no  solemn  wish  or  prayer,  either  at  the  beginning,  or  the 
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end.  However  at  ver.  3,  and  4,  of  chap.  i.  he  says:  **  That  which  we  have  seen  and  heard 
declare  we  unto  you,  that  ye  also  may  have  fellowship  with  us— —And  these  things  write  we  unto 
you,  that  your  joy  may  be  full.*' 

2  John  ver.  3.  «<  Grace  be  with  you,  mercy  and  peace  from  God  the  Father,  and  from  tli^ 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  Father,  in  truth  and  love/* 

3  John  2.  "  Beloved,  I  wish  above  all  things,  that  thou  mayest  prosper,  and  be  in  healtli* 
even  as  thy  soul  prospereth." 

Jude  ver.  2.  "  Mercy  unto  you,  and  peace  and  love  be  multiplied.*' 

Rev.  i.  4.  «  John  to  the  seven  churches  in  Asia,  grace  be  unto  you,  and  peace,  fixmi  him 
who  is,  and  who  was,  and  who  is  to  come,  and  from  the  seven  spirits  which  are  before  the  throne, 
Jind  from  Jesus  Christ  the  faithful  witness.*' 

These  are  the  solemn  wishes  ot  salutations  at  the  beginning  of  the  apostolical  epistles,  as  under 
the  preceding  head  we  saw  their  solemn  wishes  and  benedictions  at  the  end- 
Before  I  leave  this  second  proposition  I  would  observe,  that  there  is  nothing  solemn,  but 
only,  as  it  seems,  common  in  the  wishes  or  salutations  in  the  epistle,  written  by  the  apostles  and 
elders  at  the  council  of  Jerusalem,  Acts  xv.  23.  <<  The  apostles,  and  elders,  and  brethren,  send 
greeting  unto  the  brethren,  which  are  of  the  gentiles  in  Antioch,  and  Syria,  and  Cilicia."  And 
the  conclusion  at  ven  29,  is  only  this :  **  If  ye  keep  yourselves  from  these  things,  ye  shall  do 
well.     Farewell.** 

III.  The  wishes,  prayers,  or  benedictions  of  the  apostles,  at  the  end  of  their  epistles,  are 
designed  for  Christians  only. 

Whether  that  be  expressed  or  not,  it  is  to  be  supposed,  and  understood.  If  St.  Paul  some- 
times says  no  more  than  "  grace  be  with  you  all,*'  it  may  be  reckoned  equivalent  to  what  is  a 
more  common  form,  the  •*  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you  all."  Which  can 
pertain  to  such  only,  as  make  a  profession  of  faith  in  Christ,  and  are  desirous  of  his  favour. 
And  sometimes  this  is  expressed,  as  in  St.  Peter's  first  epistle.  "  Peace  be  with  you  all  that  arc 
in  Christ  Jesus."  And  St.  Paul  at  the  end  of  his  epistle  to  the  Ephesians.  "  Grace  be  with  all 
them  that  love  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity,"  that  is,  **  in  simplicity:"  meaning,  probably, 
duch  as  embraced  and  adhered  to  the  true  doctrine  of  Christ,  withoift  the  additional  obsert^ancet 
of  the  law  of  Moses,  as  necessary  to  salvation. 

But  if  there  be  no  limitation  in  the  words  of  the  benediction  at,  the  end  of  the  epistles, 
^which,  as  before  hinted,  may  be  sometimes  concise  and  summarv)  the  introductions  to  the 
epistles  teach  us,  to  whom  all  the  rest  is  directed,  and  to  whom  the  blessings,  or  good  wishes,  at 
the  end,  do  belong.  For  the  epistles  are  all,  or  however  all  with  very  few  exceptions,  expressly 
addressed  to  believers.  So :  "  To  all  that  be  at  Rome,  called  to  be  saints.  Unto  the  church  of 
God,  which  is  at  Corinth,  to  them  that  are  sanctified  in  Christ  Jesus  called  to  be  saints,  with  all 
that  in  every  place  call  up<m  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  both  theirs  and  ours  Unto 
4he  church  oi  God,  which  is  at  Corinth,  with  all  the  saints  that  are  in  Achaia."  And  in  a  like 
manner  in  other  epistles.  Beside  that  the  whole  train  <rf'  the  arguments  and  exhortations  shew 
them  to  be  written  to  Christians. 

IV.  The  benedictions,  or  farewell  wishes  at  the  end  of  the  epistles,  which  we  are  considering, 
are  of  a  solemn  kind,  different  from  common  salutations. 

That  they  are  not  common  greetings,  is  apparent  at  first  sight.  This  may  be  argued  also 
from  the  conclusions  of  several  of  the  epistles,  where  there  is  a  common  friendly  salutationt 
beside  the  solemn  benediction.  The  first  epistle  to  the  Corinthians  concludes  in  Uiis  manner: 
"  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you.  My  love  be  with  you  all  in  Christ  Jesus." 
The  conclusion  of  the  epistle  to  the  Philippians  is  thus :  "  Salute  every  saint  in  Christ  Jesus* 
The  brethren  which  are  with  me  greet  you.  All  the  saints  salute  you,  chiefly  thev  of  Ciesar's 
household.  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you  all.  Amen."  The  last  words  of 
the  epistle  to  Titus  are:  "  All  that  are  with  me  salute  thee.  Greet  them  that  love  us  in  the 
faith.  Giace  be  with  you  all.  Amen.**  Heb.  xiii.  24,  25.  **  Salute  all  them  that  have  the  rule 
over  you,  and  all  the  saints.  They  of  Italy  salute  you.  Grace  be  with  you  all.  Amen.**  We 
might  aiso  argue  from  St.  Paul*s  many  salutations  of  particular  persons  in  the  sixteenth  chapter 
of  the  epistle  to  the  Romans.  After  which  he  shuts  up  all,  saying :  **  The  grace  of  our  Lor4 
Jesus  Clurist  be  with  you  alL*'* 

^  If  aby^ndtUs  Senioa  too  long  t&  be  lead  1ft  t3iioe,  here  mqr  bet  (o^  -       ' 
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V.  The  meamng  of  the  valedictory  prayer  or  benediction  at  the  end  of  this  second  eptsUe 
to  the  Corinthians  seems  to  be  to  this  purpose :  *  Majr  the  favour  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and 

*  the  love  and  good  will  of  God  be  with  you,  and  abide  with  you.     And  may  you  partake  of  all: 

*  the  blessings  of  the  gospel,  with  all  good  things  needful  for  you/ 

Let  us  observe  each  expression. 

"  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.'*  It  is  so  well  known,  that  the  word,  which  we 
render  grace,  signifies  favour,  that  there  can  be  no  need  to  prove  it.  Hereby  then  is  to  be  un- 
derstood aU  that  is  included  in  having  the  favour  of  Jesus  Christ. 

"  And  the  love  of  God."  *  And  may  you  enjoy,  and  continue  to  have,  the  love,  appro- 
<bation,  and  good- will  of  God:  whose  good- will  is  the  spring  of  all  happiness,  natural  and 
«  spiritual,  temporal  and  eternal.* 

*<  And  the  communion  of  the  Holy  Ghost  be  with  you  all.** 

♦*  Communion,'*  or  fellowship.  The  word  is  used  several  times  in  the  New  Testament,  and 
seems  to  signify  one  or  other  of  these  two  things.  First,  it  sometimes  denotes  "  communication,** 
or  distribution.  At  other  times  it  signifies  partaking  or  <<  participation**  of  somewhat  together 
with  others. 

First,  I  say,  it  sometimes  denotes  communication  or  distribution  of  somewhat  to  others. 
Rom.  XV.  26.  *'  It  has  pleased  them  of  Macedonia,  and  Achaia,  to  make  4  certain  contribution,^* 
communion,  communication,  *<  for  the  poor  saints  at  Jerusalem.**  It  is  the  same  word  in  the 
original,  which  is  here  rendered  **  communion.**  2  Cor.  ix.  13.     "  Whilst  by  the  experiment  of 

this  ministration  they  glorify  God ^for  your  liberal  distribution  to  them,**  communion  or 

communication,  "  and  to  all  men.**  Heb.  xiii.  16.  "  But  to  do  good,  and  to  communicate 
forget  not.**  The  Greek  is  literally  thus :  "  But  forget  not  well-doing,  and  communion,**  or 
communication.'  For  here  too  is  the  same  word  which  we  have  in  the  text.  And  the  words  are 
well  rendered :  **  But  to*  do  good,  and  to  communicate,  forget  not.**  These  instances,  not  to 
mention  others,  shew  that  the  word  does  sopietimes  signify  communication,  or  distribution  of 
some  good  to  others. 

It  seems  also  to  denote  sometimes  participation  with  others  in  some  good.  1  Cor.  1.  9«  **  God 
&  faithful,  by  whom  ye  were  called  to  the  fellowship**  or  communion  "  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ  r**^ 
that  is,  to  a  participation  of  the  blessings  vouchsafed  in  and  through  Jesus  Christ.  And  2  Cor. 
Viii.  14.  "  What  fellowship  has  light  with  darkness  ?**  Gal.  ii.  9.  "  They  gave  unto  us  the 
right  hands  of  fellowship :"  or  admitted  us  to  partake  with  them  in  the  same  ofiice  and  work  in 
whiph  they  were  engaged. 

Thus  it  also  signifies  a  participation  of  good  things  with  others.  And  both  these  senses  may 
be  included  in  the  word,  as  used  by  St.  John,  and  perhaps  in  some  other  places.  1  John  1,  2. 
«*  That  which  we  have  seen  and  heard  declare  we  unto  you,  that  ye  may  have  fellowship  with 
us  :**  that  is,  that  ye  may  have  like  privileges  with  us.  "  And  truly  our  fellowship  is  with  the 
Father,  and  with  his  Son  Jesus  Christ.*'  *  And  indeed  we  are  servants  of  God,  and  followers  of 
*' Jesus  Cluist,  and  have  received  most  delightful  and  most,  valuable  communications  from 

*  above.* 

By  the  **  Holy  Ghost,**  undoubtedly,  is  often  meant  in  the  New  Testament,  and  throughout 
the  scriptures,  miraculous  powers  and  gifts,  or  immediate  inspiration,  and  divine  revelation,  in 
an  especial  manner.  Acts  vii.  5.  St.  Stephen,  before  the  Jewish  Council,  says :  "  Ye  do  always 
resist  the  Holy  Ghost.'*  Or,  ye  have  been  always  wont  to  oppose  and  disobey  the  divine  reve- 
lations, and  tne  messengers  sent  to  you  with  them.  As  ye  have  now  resisted  Christ,  so  did  your 
fathers  the  prophets  in  former  times. 

It  is  said  in  St.  John*s  go^ipel,  ch.  vii.  39>  that  the  "  Holy  Ghost  was  not  yet  given,  because 
Jesus  was  not  yet  glorified  :**  meaning,  that  the  miraculous  powers  and  gifls  designed  to  be  be* 
stowed  upon  the  apostles,  and  others,  who  believed  in  Jesus,  were  not  yet  vouchsafed  to  them  : 
the  plentiful  effusion  of  such  gifls  having  been  deferred  till  after  Christ*s  ascension,  as  an  evident 
proof  of  it  all.  Acts  ii.  4.  "  And  they  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  began  to  speak 
with  other  tongues,  as  the  Spirit  gave  tnem  utterance.**  And  it  is  well  known,  that;  miraculous 
gifls,  in  some  degree  and  proportion,  were  bestowed  upon  most  believers  at  that  time.  Acts  v. 
d2.  Peterj  and  the  other  apostles  before  the  Jewish  council :  "  And  we  are  witnesses  of  these 
things.     And  so  is  also  the  Holy  GJiost,  whom  God  hath  given  to  them  that  obey  him.** 

This  is  wliat  the  apostle  may  be  thought  to  mean  here  :  « to  wish  that  these  Christians  might 
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•  continue  to  partake  \x\  miraculous  gifts  and  powers/  And  if  that  be  tihfe  meaning,  tt  w  ai^ga^ 
that  this  benediction,  or  farewell  prayer,  is  confined  to  those  times,  and  cannot  be  reasonably 
used  now^ 

For  farther  clearing  up  this  point  therefore,  and  enabling  all  to  judge  of  it,  so  far  as  1  lOn 
able,  I  would  observe,  that  words  are  not  always  used  in  their  fullest  sense  and  meaning.  If 
idl  believers  in  general  at  that  time  are  spdcen  of  as  having  the  Spirit,  yet,  as  to  most  of  them, 
it  was  in  a  onuch  inferior  degree  and  measure  than  that  of  the  apostles. 

St.  Paul  says  Gol.  i.  19.  "  It  pleased  the  Father,  that  in  him  all  fulness  should  dwell."  .  In 
Eph.  iii.  19,  he  prays  for  those  Christians,  that  ^*  they  might  be  filled  witli  all  the  fulness  of 
God.'^  Nevertheless  none  can  suppose,  that  he  intends  afi  the  power  and  wisdom  that  was  ill' 
Christ.  The  context  does  not  lesid  us  to  think  that  the  apostle  intended  any  miraculous  gifts  at 
«all.  But  he  means,  probably,  what  £he  evangdist  John  does,  when  he  says,  ch.  i,  16,  17,  **  And 
of  his  iulness  have  all  we  received,  even  grace  for  gijace.  For  the  law  >vas  given  by  Moses, 
but  grace  and  truth  came  by  Jesus  Christ  ;'*  that  is,  the  true  grace  of  the  gospel,  with  which  all 
Christians  ought  to  be  well  acquainted.  And  the  apostle  there  prays  particularly  for  the  JE4>he* 
sians,  that  they  may  be  so.  - 

In  like  manner,  Eph.  i.  17,  18,  he  pray^for  the  same  Ephesian  Christians,  *<  that  the  God 
x>f  our  Lord  Jesus  Chrat,  the  Father  or  glory,  may  give  unto  you  the  spirit  of  wisdom  andrew 
velation  in  the  knowledge  of  him  :  that  the  eyes  ot  your  understanding  being  enlightened,  ye 
inay  know  what  is  the  hope  of  his  calling/*  And  the  rest,  which  there  IbUows.  Not  intending, 
I  presume,  any  new  revelation,  or  immediate  inspiration,  or  the  infusing  into  them  any  wisdom 
miraculously :  but  that  in  the  right  use  of  their  reasonable  powers  and  faculties,  and  recollecting 
what  they  had  heard  from  him,  and  other  preachers  of  the  gospel,  and  attending  to  this  \m 
epistle,  and  other  siTiptnres^  or  rightly  improving  any  other  means  of  religious  knowledge,  they 
mi^it  attain  to  and  be  settled  in  a  right  conception  and  understattdii^  of  the  doctrine  of  tjie 
ffospel,  as  it  had  been  revealed  by  Christ  and  his  apostles.  Upon  this  place  Mr.  Locke  might 
%e  fitly  consulted. 

Moreover,  the  phrase,  the  Holy  Ghost,  is,  I  think,  plainly  used  for  spiritual  good  things  in 
general.  Luke  xi.  9 — 13.  "  And  I  say  unto  you:  Ask,  und  ye  shall  jeceive— — For  every 
•one  that  asketh  receiveth.  If  a  son  shall  ask  bread  of  any  of  you  that  is  a  father,  will  he  give 
him  a  stone  ?  Or  if  he  ask  a  fish,  will  he  for  a  fish  give  him  a  serpent  ?  Or,  if  he  shall  ask  an 
^g,  will  he  offer  him  a  scorpion?  If  ye  then«  being  evil,  know  how  to  give  good  gifts  unto 
your  children,  how  much  more  shall  your  heavenly  Father  give  the  Holy  Spirit  to  them  that  ask 
him  ?  Which  in  St.  Matthew  is  expressed  by  good  things.  And  I  shall  likewise  recite  that  con- 
text largely,  that  all  may  the  better  judge  whether  it  is  not  exactly  parallel.     Mat.  vii.  7 — 11. 

"  Ask,  and  it  shall  be  given  you For  every  one  that  asketh  receiveth Or  what  man  is 

there  of  you,  whom  if  his  son  shall  ask  bread,  will  he  give  him  a  stone?  Or,  if  he  ask  a  fish, 
will  he  give  him  a  serpent  ?  If  ye  then,  being  evil,  know  how  to  give  good  gifts  unto  your 
children :  how  much  more  shall  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven,  give  good  gifts  to  them  that 
ask  him  ?'' 

Prov.  L  23.  ^*  Behold,  I  will  pour  out  my  Spirit  upon  you^  I  will  make  known  my  words 
unto  you.''  It  is  not  reasonable  to  think,  that  tliereby  is  meant  inspiration,  in  the  highest 
meaning  of  the  word-  But  only :  •  If  you  will  hearken  unto  me,  and  follow  my  counsels,  you 
^  will  attain  to  wisdom,  and  good  understanding/ 

St.  Paul  says  Eph.  i.  3.  ^  Blessed  be  God,  which  has  blessed  us  with  all  spiritual  blessings 
in  heavenly  places  in  Christ  Jesus.'*  Which  thanksgiving,  I  think,  may  be  used  by  Christians 
stUl,  though  they  have  not  exactly  the  same  privHeges  with  the  Christians  of  the  ^ostolic 
age. 

Nor  is  it  uncommon  for  the  apostle,  near  the  conclusion  of  his  epistles,  to  offer  up  prayers  or 
wishes  in  behalf  of  those  to  whom  he  writes,  for  the  spiritual  blessings  of  the  gospel,  or  con- 
firmation, and  increase  of  virtue  and  holiness,  and  likewise  for  eX\  that  happiness  which  was  then, 
^nerally  included  in  the  word  peace,  comprehending  both  temporal  and  spiritual  blessings.  Of 
this  some  instances  may  be  taken  notice  ofl  Eph*  6.  23.  ^^  Peace  be  unto  the  brethren,  and 
love,  with  fisdth  from  God  the  Father,  and  the  Lord  Jesus  Cluist."  2  Thess.  iii.  16.  "  Now 
the  Lord  of  peace  himself  give  you  peace  always,  by  all  means.  The  Lord  be  with  you  all/* 
And  in  this  very  epistle,  the  second  to  the  C^rintliians,  Uie  words  near  the  conclusion  may  be 
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ffbserved.  %  Cor.  xiiL  11.    <<  Riudly,  brethren,  farewell.    Be  perfect,  be  of  good  CQmfi)rt,  be  of 
one  mind,  live  in  peace,  and  the  God  of  love  and  peace  shall  be  with  you.*' 

All  these  things  may  lead  us  to  think,  that  this  benediction  needs  not  to  be  understood  of 
mtracnlous  ^fts,  and  therefore  may  be  still  used. 

Let  me  propose  some  other  observations.  Hie  first  two  particulars,  <<  the  grace  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  and  the  love  of  God,''  may  still  be  desired  for  all  Christians.  Why  then  should 
the  third  particular  be  esteemed  peculiar  to  some  ? 

Farther,  though  the  benediction  at  the  end  of  this  epistle  is  more  particular,  I  apprehend^' 
tiiat  it  is  no  more  than  equivalent  to  those  in  the  other  epistles.  For  when  it  is  said  <<  grao^  be 
with  you,**  or  <•  the  gface  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you,"  therein  is  included  a  wish  of 
all  needful  blessings,  suited  to  the  circumstances  o£  Christians  at  that  time.  And  this  has  no^ 
more. 

^  •  A  frequent  salutation  at  the  beginning  of  St.  PauPs  epistles,  as  we  have  sees,  is  <<  Grace  be 
unto  you  and  ^ace  from  God  the  Father,  and  from  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ/'  But  at  the  begin- 
Ain^  of  the  epistles  to  Timothy  and  Titus  he  writes:  "  Grace,  mercy,  and  peace  be  to  thee.*' 
Which  nevertheless  can  import  no  more  than  a  wish  of  all  happiness.  .  And  as  much  is  included 
in  the  other  forms.  So  likewise  St*  Jude's  epistle  begins  afler  this  manner.  **  Mercy  unto  you, 
and  peace  and  love  be  multiplied." '  But  it  maybe  suj^osed,  that  no  more  is  comprehended 
therein,  than  in  St.  PauPs  wish  of  **  grace  and  peace." 

'<  The  communion  of  the  Holy  Ghost"  therefore  means  a  participation  in  all  the  blessings  of' 
tfie  gospel,  with  all  other  needful  good  things. 

"  Be  with  you  all,**  that  is,  abide  with  you.  *  May  these  blessings  be  always  your  porticm 
and  happiness/ 

VI.  From  ^at  has  been  said  by  way  of  explication,  we  seem  to  have  reason  to  think,  that  this 
yrfedictoiy  wish  and  prayer  may  be  still  used.  However,  the  preceding  argument  is  referred  to 
Ihe  consideration  (^  the  serious  and  inquisitive. 

VIL  Though  this  form  may  be  still  used^  it  needs  not,  it  ought  not  to  be  always  used. 

As  there  are  other  forms  of  blessing  in  the  New  Testament,  it  is  very  fit  that  they  also  should 
be  used.  Otherwise  fome  might  hl&veja  superstitious  regard  for  one  portion  of  scripture  above 
another ;  or  indulge  a  weak  and  groundless  apprehension,  that  something  more  extraordinary  is 
proposed  to  them  than  is  intended.    .  . 

VIII.  These  benedictions,  when  used  by  us,  are  not  to  be  pronounced  in  the  way  of  au* 
thori<y,  but  only  as  a  prayer,/or  wish  of  all  good  and  happiness  to  others. 

In^ed  no  man  can  bless  authoritatively.  No  one  man,  more  than  another,  can  convey 
bldtein^sjto.atiy./  Nay,  none  can  be  blessed  of  God  himself,  or  obtain  true  happiness,  unless 
they  will  desire  and  seek  it,  and  will  be  in  the  use  of  proper  means  to  obtain  it. 

IX.  What  has  been  now  said,  may  satisfy  us  about  the  manner  of  pronouncing  these  bene- 
dictions. 

Some»  of  good  judgment,  have  scrupled  to  pronounce  them  in  the  form  of  a  wish  for  others  ; 
inking  that  to  be  peculiar  to  tJie  apostles,  and  as  if  so  doing  had  in  it  an  appearance  of  au- 
thority. Therefore  they  choose  to.  say :  <*  And  may  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with 
us  aU."  But  to  me  this  appears  to  be  a  mere  Qcruple,  without  reason.  For  we  may  wish  and 
pray  for  the  same  Uessings  for  others,  which  we  ask  for  ourselves.  A  writer  at  the  end  of  an 
coistle,  or  a  speaker  at  the  end  of  a  discourse,  does  properly  express  a  prayer  or  wish  of  good  for 
those  to  whom  he  has  been  writing  or  speaking.  And  if  they  will  return  the  like  prayer  or  wish, 
i(' will  be  very  accet>table.  You  know  very  well  that  the  apostles  of  Christ  did  often  entreat  tlie 
pmrers  of  their  fellQw-christians,  both  for  temyjorsl  and  spiritual  blessings,  needful  for  them, 
ajid  suited  to  their  work,  office,  and  particular  circumstances. 

X«  The  solemn  salutations  at  the  beginning,  and  valedictions  at  the  end  of  the  apostolical 
epbtles,  are  nof,  to  be  made  use  of  upon  common  occasions.  They  are  suited  only  to  the  so- 
lemnity of  public  worsliip,  or  some  other  occasions  of  great  moment.  , 
I  Upon  the  whale  it  seems  to  me^  tibat  the  salutations  at  the.be^nning  of  the  apostolical  epistles 
mav  help  us  to  understand  the  benedictions  at  the  end.  And  if  <^  grace  and  peace  from  God, 
ft^  from  Christ,^'  at  the  beginning,  imply  a  wish,  or  prayer  of  favour  and  blessing  and>all  hap- 
pu}^.:  in  like  manner  the  same  is  the  impprt  of  all  the  valedictions,  or  i&reweli-wishes^  at  tlie^ 
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conclusion.    And  I  appr^liend,  that  as  to  the  sense^  meaning  and  design^  when  apjdiied  to 

Christians,  there  is  little  difference  whether  Hie  form  be,   "  Grace  be  with  you,''  or  "  may  the 

God  of  peace  be  with  you,?  or  «  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you,"  or  the  form 

in  iJie  text.     For  in  each,  and  all,  is  intended  to  be  desired  and  asked  the  best  of  blessings^  and 

all  needful  blessings  :  that  men  may  have,  and  ^eep  themselves  in  the  favour  of  Christ,  and  the 

comfortable  persuasion  of  it :  that  they  may  always  enjoy  the  love  of  God,  and  do  all  that  lies 

in  their  power  to  secure  it :  that  they  may  grow  in  we  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christy  and  his 

gospel,  and  that  the  protection  of  Providence  may  be  over  them.     In  a  word,  that  they  may 

>rosper  in  all  things :  that,  if  their  soul  prospers,  which  is  the  principal  thing,  ^^  may  be  in 

lealth  also :  and  that  through  the  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  power  of  bis  spiritual  and 

heavenly  doctrine,  their  whole  soul  and  body  may  be  preserved  blameless  unto  his  coming* 

Application.     I  shall  now  mention  a  thought  or  two  by  way  of  application. 

The  use  of  these  benedictions  at  the  conclusion  of  our  public  worship,  may  be  reCkcmed  to 
hold  forth  two  instructions,  both  to  ministers  and  people. 

1.  One  is,  that  they  ought  to  bear  good  will  to  each  other,  and  sincerelv  to  desire  each  other's 
welfare.  So  much  certainly  is  implied  in  him  who  offers  these  prayers.  And,  as  before  hinted^ 
it  may  be  considered  whether  they  ought  not  also  lo  be  sincerely  returned. 

2.  These  prayers  and  wishes  teach  us  in  a  summary  way,  what  we  ought  all  to  desire  and 
seek  after,  even  the  favour  of  Christ,  the  love  of  God,  the  knowledge  of  the  gospel,  and  the 
evidences  of  its  truth,  and  all  the  spiritual  blessings  attending  it. 

If  from  time  to  time  sincere  wishes  and  prayers  are  expressed,  that  these  blessiagsi  may  be 
your  portion,  should  you  not  desire  and  endeavour  to  obtain  them  ? 

And  if  these  blessings  are  commonly  wished  and  desired  at  the  end  of  our  religious  services^ 
does  not  this  intimate  that  our  public  performances  ought  to  be  suited  to  promote  the  great  enda 
of  men's  spiritual  improvement,  and  their  comfort  and  happiness  here  and  hereafter  ?  May  these 
ends  be  always  proposed  by  us !  And  may  they  be  obtained !  that  our  profiting  may  beapparente 
to  ourselves,  ami  to  others. 


SERMON  XXIX. 

OF  PRAYING  IN  THE  NAME  OF  CHBI8T. 


Hitherto  have  ye  c^ked  nothing  in  my  name.    Ask^  and  ye  shall  receive^  that  y(ywr  j(Qf  may 

be  full.    John  xvi.  24* 

Our  Lord  is  speaking  to  the  disciples  of  his  being  soon  to  be  taken  from  them,  and  of  his  seeing 
them  again,  though  not  to  abide  any  long  time  personally  with  them.  ver.  22,  aS*  "  And  ye 
now  therefore  have  sorrow*  But  I  will  see  you  again,  and  your  heart  shall  rejoice  :  and  your 
joy  no  man  taketh  from  you.  And  in  that  day  ye  shall  ask  me  ifotliing.  Verily,  verily,  I  say 
unto  you,  whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  the  Father  in  my  name,  he  will  give  it  you/*     •  At  that  tiifie, 

*  after  my  removal,  you  will  not  be  aWe  to  address  yourselves  directly  to  me,  as  you  now  do* 

*  But  that  needs  not  to  give  you  much  concern :  for  whatever  petitions  you  present  to  the  Father- 

*  in  my  name,  they  will  be  heard  and  answered.' 

Ver.  24 — 27.  «  Hitherto  have  ye  asked  nothing  in  my  name.  Ask,  and  ye  shall  receive^ 
that  your  joy  muy  be  full.  These  things  have  I  spoken  unto  you  in  proverbs.  The  time  cometh^ 
when  I  shall  no  more  speak  unto  you  in  proverbs :  but  I  shall  show  you  plainly  of  the  Father.- 
At  that  day  ye  shall  ask  in  my  name.  And  I  say  not  unto  you,  that  I  will  pmy  the  I^Uther  for 
you :  for  the  Father  himself  loveth  you,  because  ye  have  loved  me,'  and  have  believed  that  I 
came  out  from  God.'*  ^ 

Our  Lord  speaks  of  praying  in  his  name,  in  some  other  places,  to  which  I  now  cmly  refen  As 
John  xiv.  13,  14.  and  xv.  16. 

In  order  to  illustrate  this  point,  I  would  first  show  in  general  how  that  phrase,  doing  atty 
thing  in  the  name  of  another,  is  used  in  the  scriptures*  Secondly,  I  shaU  endeavour  to  diow  di»*' 
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tinctty  wfiat  it  \k  to  pfajr  ki  the  name  of  Christ.    After  which  I  intend  to  mention  some  remarks, 
Jbcrth  instructive  and  practical. 

I.  Let  us  observe  in  general  the  meaning  of  the  phrase,  acting  in  another's  name. 

To  do  any  thing  in  the  name  of  another  is  to  act  by  his  authority,  and  according  to  his  di- 
rections, and  as  his  disciples. 

John  V.  43.  Our  Lord  says  to  the  Jews :  **  I  am  come  in  my  Father^s  name,**  that  is,  with 
authority  from  him  :  and  I  act,  as  by  commission  under  him.     "  But  ye  receive  me  not.** 

John  X.  25.     "  The  works  that  I  do  in  my  Father's  name  bear  witness  of  me.** 

When  our  Lord  made  his  public  entrance  at  Jerusalem,  his  character  as  the  Messiah,  the 
anointed  and  sent  of  God,  was  acknowledged  by  the  people  in  this  manner  :  Matt.  xxi.  9.  "The 
multitudes  that  went  before,  and  that  followed,  cried,  saying,  Hosannah  to  the  Son  of  David. 
jUessed  is  he  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.**  Or,  as  in  St.  I-»uke  xix.  38.  "  Blessed  is 
the  King  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.**  And  John  xii.  13.  "  Blessed  is  the  King  of 
Israel,  l£at  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord." 

Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  therefore  acted  in  the  name  of  God,  by  whom  he  was  sent.  Christ'u 
disciples  in  like  manner  taught  in  his  name,  and  wrought  miracles  in  his  name,  that  is,  with  his 
authority,  and  a  commission  from  him,  by  virtue  of  powers  derived  from  him.  Mark  xvi.  17,  18. 
<«  And  these  signs  shall  follow  them  that  believe.  In  my  name  shall  they  cast  out  daemons.  They 
shall  speak  with  new  tongues.  They  shall  lay  hands  on  the  sick,  and  they  shall  recover.**  St. 
Peter  says  to  the  lame  man  at  the  temple.  Acts  \\i.  6.  "  In  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Na- 
zareth rise  up  and  walk."  Afterwards,  Acts  iv.  1 — 9.  Peter  and  John  were  summoned  before 
the  Jewish  council,  who  **  asked :  By  what  power,  or  by  what  name,  have  ye  done  this  ?"  that 
is,  by  whose  power  and  authority  ?  "  Then  Peter,  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  said  unto  them  : 
■  ■  Be  it  known  unto  you  all,  and  to  all  the  people  of  Israel,  that  by  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Niazareth,  whom  ve  crucified,  whom  God  has  raised  from  the  dead,  even  by  him  does  this  man 
stand  before  you  whole.'*  That  a  miracle  was  wrought  thejr  could  not  deny :  but  that  the  doc- 
trine taught  by  the  apostles  might  not  spread,  they  judged  it  expedient  to  **  charge  them,  that 
they  speak  henceforth  to  no  man  in  that  name.  And  mey  called  tliem,  and  commanded  them 
not  to  speak  at  all,  nor  to  teach  in  the  name  of  Jesus,"  ver.  16 — 18. 

When  St.  Peter  healed  Eneas  at  Lydda,  **  who  had  kept  his  bed  eight  yeai-s,  and  was  sick 
of  the  palsv,  he  said  unto  him :  Eneas,  Jesus  Christ  maketh  thee  whole.  Arise,  and  make  thy 
bed.  And  he  arose  immediately,"  Acts  ix.  33,  34.  When  Paul  intended  to  cure  the  young 
-woman  at  Philippi,  who  had  a  spirit  of  divination,  "  he  said  to  the  spirit:  I  command  thee  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  to  come  out  of  her.*'  Acts  xvi.  18. 

Our  blessed  Lord,  the  more  effectually  to  convince  men  of  the  importance  of  real  holiness, 
expresseth  hirhself  in  this  manner.  Matt.  vii.  92,  23.  "  Many  will  say  unto  me  in  that  day, 
IxM*d,  Lord,  have  we  not  prophesied  in  thy  name  ?  and  in  thy  name  cast  out  daemons  ?  and  m 
thv  name  done  many  wonderful  works  ?'*  Acting  as  under  authority  from  thee  we  have  done 
ma  these  things:  nevertheless,  if  they  have  been  workers  of  iniquity,  they  will  be  rejected  byhirii. 

James  v.  10.  "  Take,  my  brethren,  the  prophets  who  have  spoken  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
tas  an  example  of  suffering  affliction,  and  of  patience."  The  same  phrase  occurs  frequently  in 
the  Old  Testament,  in  speaking  of  the  prophets.  Jer.  xxvi.  9.  "  Why  hast  thou  prophesied  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord,  saying,  this  house  shall  be  as  Shiloh  ?'*  ver.  16.  "  Tlien  said  the  princes 
of  Judah,  This  man  is  not  worthy  to  die :  for  he  has  spoken  to  us  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.'  See 
there  also  ver.  20.  and  ch.  xliv.  16. 

St.  Paul  directs  Col.  iii.  I7.  **  And  whatsoever  ye  do  in  word  or  deed,  do  all  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  :*'  that  is,  according  to  his  command  and  appointment. 

We  will  observe  a  few  more  instances  of  the  use  of  this  phrase,  where  the  meaning  is  some- 
what different.  Matt.  x.  41.  "  He  that  receiveth  a  prophet,  in  the  name  of  a  prophet,  sh^U 
receive  a  prophet's  reward.  And  he  that  receiveth  a  righteous  man,  in  the  name  of  a  righteou3 
Jttan,  shall  receive  a  righteous  man's  reward."  To  receive  a  prophet  in  the  name  of  a  prophet, 
or  a  righteous  man,  in  the  name  of  a  righteous  man,  is  to  receive  them  as  such.  Accordingly^ 
to  pray  in  the  name  of  Christ  will  be  to  pray  as  his  disciples.  It  follows  at  ver.  42,  "  And 
wimoever  shall  give  to  drink  unto  one  of  these  little  ones  a  cup  of  cold  water  only,  in  the  name 
of  a  diactple,"  that  is,  as  a  disciple  of  mine,  "  verily  I  say  unto  yon,  he  shall  in  no  wise  lo»e  his 
reward/* 
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In  like  manner  Mark  ix.  S9 — il.  **  But  Jesus  said.  Forbid  him  not:  for  iheire  is  ndtnail 
which  shall  do  a  miracle  in  my  name,"  that  is,  as  by  authority  from  me,  or  as  a  disciple^ 
though  he  does  ndt  follow  me  with  you,  '<  Uiat  can  lightly  speak  evil  of  me :  for  he  that  is  not 
against  us  is  on  our  part.  For  whosoever  shall  give  you  a  cup  of  water  to  drink,  in  my  name,** 
as  a  disciple  of  mine,  "  because  ye  belong  to  Christ,  verily  1  say  unto  you,  he  shall  not  lose  his 
reward/*    And  see  Matt,  xviii.  5.    Luke  ix.  48. 

AH  these  several  instances  of  the  use  of  this  phrase  are  sufficient  to  show,  that  to  do  an^ 
thing  in  the  name  of  another,  and  particularly  in  the  name  of  Christ,  is  the  same  as  to  do  it 
by  his  authority,  according  to  his  directions,  and  as  his  disciples,  or  as  belongii^  to  him. 

There  may  be  other  uses  of  this  phrase,  or  of  a  phrase  resembling  it.  But  those  already- 
mentioned  are  very  common,  and  seem  most  suited  to  the  point  which  we  are  considering. 

Sometimes  the  name  of  a  person  is  the  same  as  himself.  Ps.  xliv.  20.  '<  If  we  have  forgotten 
the  name  of  our  God,"  that  is,  if  we  have  forgotten  our  God.  Ps.  Ixix.  80.  '<  1  will  praise  the 
name  of  God  with  a  song,"  that  is,  I  will  praise  God  in  a  psalm*  John  iii.  18.  V  He  that  belibveth 
not  is  condemned  already,  because  he  has  not  believed  in  the  name  of  the  only,  b^otten  Son 
of  God  :**  that  is,  because  he  has  not  believed  in  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God,  or  t&  Messiidiw 
1  John  iii.  23.  **  And  this  is  his  commandment,  that  we  should  believe  on  the  name  of  his  Son 
Jesus  Christ."  And  ch.  v.  13.  "  These  things  have  I  written  unto  you  that  beUeve  on  the  name 
of  the  Son  of  God  •/'  that  is,  who  believe  in  Jesus  Christ,  or  the  Son  of  God. 

In  other  places  the  phrase  is  somewhat  different,  not  "  in  the  name,'*  but  "  into  the  name.** 
'  iSuch  is  the  most  exact  and  literal  version  of  Christ's  general  commission  to  his  apostles,  ^fter 
his  resurrection,  in  Matt,  xxviii.  19*  '^  Go  ye  therefore,  and  disciple  air  nations,  baptizing 
them  into  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost:'*  or  into  liie  belief 
and  profession  of,  and  obedience  to,  the  doctrine  taught  by  Jesus  Christ,  with  the  au&ority  of 
God  the  Father,  and  confirmed  to  be  divine,  by  miraculous  works,  and  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
3o  also  Rom.  vi.  S.  <*  Know  ye  not,  that  so  many  of  us  as  were  baptized  into  Jesus  Christ,  were 
baptized  into  his  death  ?"  that  is,  they  who  were  baptized  into  the  belief  and  prc^ssion  of 
Christ,  and  his  doctrine,  were  also,  and  particularly  baptized  into  the  belief  of  his  death,  and  4 
profession  of  an  obligation  to  be  conformed  to  him  in  sufferings,  if  need  be :  and  to  die  to  sin, 
and  live  to  righteousness.  And  1  Cor.  x.  2.  the  apostle  argues,  that  the  Jewish  people  ''were 
baptized  into  Moses,  in  the  cloud,  and  in  the  sea  :*'  that  is,  were  initiated  into  an  oUigation  ta 
cbey  the  laws  and  commandments  delivered  by  him,  and  to  be  his  disciples* 

II.  Having  now  seen  in  general  what  it  is  to  do  an^  thing  in  any  one's  niuae,  I  proceed  to 
show  distinctly  what  it  is  to  ask,  or  pray  for,  any  thing  m  the  name  of  Christ.  And  I  apprehend 
that  it  may  be  comprized  in  three  following  particulars : 

1.  In  praying  in  the  name  of  Christ  it  is  supposed,  that  the  persons  who  ofler  those  prayers 
believe  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  are  his  disciples„  and  do  sincerely  strive  and  endeavour  to  act  and 
behave  as  such, 

2.  To  pray  in  the  name  of  Christ  is  to>  offer  prayers  to  God  according  to  hi^  directions,  and 
in  a  manner  suited  to  his  doctrine  or  institution. 

3.  Herein  may  he  also  included,  that  oftentimea  we  should  present  our  addresses  to  God^ 
through,  or  by  him,  as  our  great  high  priest,  and  intercessor  with  God. 

1.  In  praying  in  the  name  of  Chnst  it  is  supposed^  that  they  who  offisr  prayers  believe  in 
Jesus  Christ,  and  are  his  disciples,  and  sincerely  endeavour  to  act  as  such. 

It  seems,  that  this  is  necessarily  implied,  and  presupposed*  For  who  should  think  to  pray 
In  the  name  of  Christ,  who  does  not  believe  in  him,  and  profess  to  do  so  ?  Who  should  go  to 
God  in  the  name  of  Christ,  who  does  not  believe  him  to  be  a  teacher  come  fVom  God  ?  » 

It  seems  to  be  implied  also,  as  before  hinted,  that  they  do  strive  and  endeavour  to  behave  as 
disciples  of  Jesus.  For  the  doctrine  of  Christ  being  very  practical,  he  who  neglects  the  rules 
of  life  delivered  by  liim,  is  not  a  CtuustiaUc  He  is  so  in  name,  but  not  in  deed.  And  as  there 
^re  many  strict  and  comprehensive  rules  of  duty  enjoined  by  Christ,  so  his  principles  concerning 
the  spiritual  nature  of  God,  the  great  love  of  God  to  us,  and  the  promises  of  future  hapinness^ 
all  tend  to  secure  and  promote  holiness  of  life. 

We  are  led  to  this  observation  by  the  coherence,  that  is,  by  some  things  said  by  our  Lord^ 
in  all  the  places  where  he  speaks  of  praying  in  his  name^t  as  well  as  by  general  coostdttatkMlH 
taken  from  the  divine  perfection  in  wisdom  and  holiness. 
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So  in  what  £>Ilows  soon  after  the  text  **  At  that  time  ye  shall  ask  in  my  name.  And  t 
say  not,  that  I  shaU  pray  the  Father  for  you."  <  This  I  need  not  say,  though  I  shall  certainly 
ik)  it^*  •*  For  the  Father  himself  loveth  you,  because  ye  have  loved  me,  and  have  believed  that 
I  came  out  from  God.''  *  A  sincere  faith  in  me,  and  an  open  profession  of  my  name,  without 
«  worldly  views,  from  a  conviction  of  truth,  are  in  themselves  very  acceptable  to  God.  And  lie 
*  will  approve  of  you,  and  bless  you,  though  I  were  not  particularly  to  interest  myself  in  your 
•fitvour.' 

JiAn  xiv.  M,  15*     «*  If  ye  shall  ask  any  thing  in  my  name,  I  will  do  it.     If  ye  love  me, 

keep  my  commandments."  Ch.  xv.  16,  I7. 1  have  chosen  you,  and  ordained  you,  that  you 

iriiould  go,  and  bring  forth  fruit— — ^tbat  whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  the  Father  in  my  name,  he  may 
give  it  you. '  Th^ie  things  I  command  you,  that  ye  love  one  another."  All  which,  I  think, 
dearly  shows,  that  t(^ther  with  praying  in  his  name  our  Lord  enjoined,  <^  keeping  his  com- 
numdments,"  particufariy  his  commandment  of  mutual  love,  and  the  bearing  fruit.  And  without 
this  he  does^not  assure  that  their  prayers  would  be  answered.  And  what  is  said  in  these  textk 
'just  cited,' is  agreeable  to  1  John  iii.  22,  23.  "  And  whatsoever  we  ask,  we  receive  of  him,  be- 
cause we  ke^his  commandments,  and  do  the  things  that  are  pleasing  in  his  sight.  And  this 
is  his  commandment,  [herein  the  whole  will  of  God  is  summed  up]  that  we  believe  on  his  Son 
Jesus  Christ,  and  love  one  another." 

And  it  is  a  certain  maxim,  that  <<  God  heareth  not  sinners.  But  if  any  man  be  a  worshipper 
of  Gk>d,  and  does  his  will,  him  he  heareth,"  John  ix.  SI. 

This  is  not  said  to  discourage  any.  For  when  sinful  men  repent,  and  forsake  the  evil  of  their 
ways,  and  their  doings,  they  "wM  find  favour  with  God.  But  when  men  profess  to  repent,  they 
shoukl^'<  bring  forth  fruits  meet  for  rq)entance,"  and  continue  to  walk  in  all  God*s  ordinancetf^ 
without  returning  to  folly. 

2.  To  bray  in  ^he  name  of  Christ  is  to  pray  according  to  his  directions,  and  agreeably  to  the 
nature  of  his  institution  of  religion. 

Good  m^n  must  ask  for  good  things  in  a  right  manner.  And  they  who  are  good  and  wise  are 
likely  to  ask  for  good  things.  And  they  win  usually  perform  acts  of  worship  in  a  right  and  ac- 
ceptable manner. 

Here  I  shall  mention  several  particulars  taken  from  our  Lord's  observations  and  directions 
<K>nceming  prayer  in  divers  places. 

Only  premising  this :  that  as  for  the  matter  of  prayer,  we  may  certainly  ask  for  all  ^ood 
things,  both  temporal  luid  spiritual,  for  ourselves  and  others,  for  all  good  men,  for  the  world  in 

feneral,  for  those  who  are  in  error  and  ignorance,  that  they  may  be  enlightened  with  tlife 
nowledge  of  the  truth,  and  may  be  saved,  and  for  all  who  are  in  ^(uthority  over  \xs.  We  not 
only  may,  but  we  ought  to  pray  to  God  for  our  own  welfare,  anA  for  the  welfare  of  others.  We 
mmy  pray  for  dire^ion  in  our  ailairs,  especially  in  things  of  great  moment.  So  our  Lord,  before 
he  completed  the  number  of  his  twelve  apostles,  **  continued  a  whole  night  in  •  prayer  to  God,^ 
Luke  VI.  12.  We  may  pray  to  be  preserved  from  evil,  and  for  wisdom  and  strength,  equal 
to  the  difficulties  we  are  exerci^d  with.  We  ma^  pray  for  those  who  have  done  good  unto  us, 
•that  we  may  be  rewarded  by  him  \rtio  is  the  only  infallible  judge  of  right  and  wrong.  We  may 
pray  for  those  who  have  iniured  us,  that  they  may  obtain  repentance,  and  be  saved.  We  ma^ 
pray  for  our  friends  and  relatives,  that  they  may  have  all  things  necessary  and  conducive  to  their 
weUTare  here  and  hereafter. 

I  now  proceed  to  mention  distinctly  our  Lord's  directions  concerning  prayer. 

1.)  Christkins  ought  to  ask  for  the  good  things  of  this  life,  and  for  deliverance  from  the  evils 
of  it,  with  moderation  of  affection  and  desire,  and  with  submission  to  the  wiU  of  God. 

This  is  peculiarly  suited  to  the  Christian  institution,  by  which  the  things  of  another  world 
have  been  set  in  a  very  clear  light.  It  does  not  become  aChristian  ardently  to  desire  the  great 
thinga  t^this  worid,  but  rather  to  be  contented  with  daily  bread,  food  and  raiment,  such  thinga 
as  are  convenient  in  the  conation  and  station  of  life  allotted  to  him.  Matt.  vi.  3S.  **  But  seek 
ye^fir^t  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  its  righteousness.  And  aH  things  shall  be  added  unto  you.'^ 
The  good  things  of  this  life  we  are  to  desire,  so  far  as  may  be  needful:  not  to  spend  upon  our 
lusts,  in  riot  and  excess,  but  to  be  employed  in  a  sober  use,  for  the  support  oi*  nature,  and  fitting 
us  for  the  service  of  God,  and  to  give  to  others,  as  their  need  may  require. 

We  are  also  to  desure  deliverance  from  evU,  with  submis»on  to  the  will  of  Grod,  as  our  Lord 
did9  saying:  <<  If  it  be  possible,  let  thi^  cup  pass  from  us.    Not  our  will,  but  thine  be  done..*^ 
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60,  aB  disdplas  of  Jesus^  we  ought  to  pray  in  such  cases,  because  we  know,  that  Gcfd  ti  tMe  to 
overrule  all  tliese  things  for  our  good.  And  that  if  Ive  do  not  see  fit  to  prevent  the  evils  we 
fear  from  befalling  us;  he  can  uphold  us,  and  enable  us  to  bear  them  with  patience,  and  for 
his  glory. 

S.)  Another  direction  of  Christ  concerning  prayer  is,  that  we  pray,  filled  with  love  to  one 
another,  and  to  all  men  in  general. 

Mark  xi.  65,  26.  "  And,  when  ye  stand  praying,  forgive,  if  yc  have  aught  against  any: 
that  your  Father  also  which  is  in  heaven  may  forgive  you.  For  if  yon  do  not  ibigive, 
neither  will  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven  forgive  your  trespasses.  To  tfaa  UJfee  purpose 
Matt.  vL  14,  15. 

Matt.  v.  44-.  "  But  I  say  unto  you :  Love  your  enemies,  bless  them  that  curse  you,  do  geed 
to  them  that  hate  you,  and  pray  for  them  that  despitefully  use  yoM,  and  persecute  you.''  AB 
this  they  are  prepared  for,  and  are  able  to  perform,  who,  as  before  shown,  believe  in  Jesus^  and 
endeavour  to  act,  as  his  disciples. 

A  Christian,  in  his  prayers,  ought  to  be  filled  with  good  will  to  all  mai,  and  to  desire  the 
same  things  for  others,  which  he  asks  for  himself  And  they  who  unite  together  in  prayer, 
ought  mutually  to  desire  each  other's  welfare  and  prosperity,  spiritual  and  temporal.  This  may 
be  what  our  LovA  intends,  when  he  says :  "  Again,  I  say  unto  vou,  that  if  two  of  you  shall  agnee 
on  earth,  as  touching  any  thing  that  they  shall  ask,  it  shall  be  done  for  themof  my  Faliier  which 
is  in  heaven.  For  where  two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  my  name,  there  am  I  in  the  midat 
of  them.'*  Matt,  xviii.  19,  20. 

3.)  Another  direction  of  Christ  to  his  disciples,  is,  that  they  should  pray  with  humility* 

Luke  xviii.  9 — 14.  Our  Lord  <<  spake  this  parable  unto  certain,  which  trusted  in  Chemselvefl, 
and  despised  others.  Two  men  went  up  into  the  temple  to  pray,  the  one  a  pharisM  tffid  the 
other  a  publican.  The  pharisee  stood  and  prayed  thus  with  himself:  Crad,  I  thank  thee,  &at  I 
am  not  as  other  men  are  And  the  publican,  standing  afar  ofi;  would  not  lift  up  so  mudi  m 
his  eyes  unto  heaven;  but  smote  upon  his  breast,  saying:  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner.  I 
tell  you,  this  man  went  down  to  his  house  justified,  rather  than  tlie  other.  For  eveiy  one  thai 
exalteth  himself,  shall  be  abased.     And  he  that  humbleth  himself,  shall  be  exalted*" 

In  the  application  of  another  parable,  our  Lord  says  to  his  disciples :  "  So  likewise  ye,  when 
ye  shall  have  done  all  these  things  which  are  commanded  you,  say:  We  are  unprintable  servimta. 
We  have  done*that  which  was  our  duty  to  do,**  Luke  xviii.  10. 

Christ  taught  his  disciples,  daily  to  ask  forgiveness  erf  sins.  A  true  disciple  of  Jesus  wi8 
confess  his  sins  and  failings,  and  own  the  defects  of  his  service  and  obedience:  still  believmi^ 
that  God  is  very  good,  and  that  his  rewards  will  exceed  the  merit  of  our  services, 

4.)  Another  direction  of  our  Lord  is,  that  we  pray  in  faith,  with  a  firm  persuasicn  of  God'a 
goodness,  and  of  his  readiness  to  hear  and  answer,  and  give  the  good  things  we  ask  for,  and 
stand  in  need  of. 

Matt.  vii.  9 — 11.  "  Ask,  and  it  shall  be  given  you.  Seek,  and  ye  shall  find.  Knock,  and  it 
shall  be  opened  unto  you.  For  every  one  that  asks,  receives :  and  he  that  seeketh,  findeth : 
and  to  him  that  knocketh  it  shall  be  opened.  Or,  what  man  is  there  of  you,  whom  if  his  son 
ask  bread,  will  he  give  him  a  stone?  Or,  if  he  ask  a  fish,  will  he  give  him  a  serpent?  If  ye  then 
being  evil,  know  how  to  give  good  gifls  unto  your  children,  how  much  more  will  your  Father 
which  is  in  heaven  give  good  things  to  them  that  ask  him?*'  And  to  the  like  purpose  exactly 
in  Luke  xi.  9 — 13. 

And  it  is  the  doctrine  of  the  text.  **  And  in  that  day  ye  shall  ask  me  nothing.  Verily  I 
say  unto  you :  whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  the  Father  in  my  name,  he  will  give  it  you.  Hitherto 
ye  havfe  asked  nothing  in  my  name.     Ask,  and  ye  shall  receive,  that  your  joy  may  be  full.'* 

One  reason  of  tliis,  that  "they  who  pray  in  Christ's  name,  or  according  to  his  directions,  ask 
for  nothing  but  what  is  lawful  and  good,  with  a  view  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  with  resignation 
to  liis  will,  if  they  are  temporal  things.  Therefore  their  prayers  are  heard,  and  their  petition^ 
are  granted.  They  either  receive  the  good  things  they  asK :  or  have  what  is  better,  length  ta 
practise  self-denial  and  patience,  and  thereby  to  glorify  God. 

However,  certainly,  it  is  the  design  of  our  lx)rd,  to  encourage  his  disciples  to  go  to  God, 
^'ith  a  lively  persuasion  of  his  goodness.  He  requires  that  they  should  live  in  this  W0rl4 
without  anxiety,  and  depend  upon  the  divine  bounty  for  needful  supplies :  and  not  seek  them 
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■with  an  iniportwttily'wfclcfc  implies  a  supposition  tliat  God  would  not  grant  witliout  much  entreaty, 
iflierefore  he  says,  Matt.  vi.  7-  "  When  ye  pray,  use  not  vain  repetitions,  as  the  heathen  do. 
For  they  think  to  be  heard  for  their  much  speaking."  Again,  ver  31,  32.  <*  Therefore  take  no 
thought,'*  be  not  anxious  **  for  your  life,  saying,  What  shSl  we  eat?  or  what  shall  we  drink  ?  or 
wherewithal  shall  we  be  clothed  ?■■■■■  For  your  heavenly  Father  knoweth  that  ye  have  need  of 
these  things/^ 

Tliis  trust  in  God,  this  assurance  of  being  heard,  is  also  recommended  by  Christ's  apostles. 
James  i.  5,  6,  %  *•  If  any  of  you  lack  wisdom,  let  hhn  ask  of  God,  who  giveth  liberally  and 
upbraideth  not;  and  it  shall  be  given  him.  But  let  him  ask  in  faith,  nothing  wavering :  for  he 
that  wavereth,  is  like  a  wave  of  the  sea,  driven  with  the  wind,  and  tossed,  lor  let  not  that  man 
tiiink  that  he  shall  receive  any  thing  of  the  Lord.'*  They  who  waver  in  their  profession  of 
Christianity,  and  are  doubtful  in  their  fidelity  to  Christ,  will  receive  nothing.  But  they  who 
are  steadfast  in  their  profession,  and  in  the  general  tenour  and  course  of  their  life  act  as 
Christians,  and  sincerely  strive  to  behave  in  all  things  as  such,  when  they  seek  for  wisdom,  will 
dbtain  it,  and  ought  to  oe  persuaded  that  God  giveth  liberally  and  upbraideth  not. 

And  Heb.  iv.  14-r-l6.  "  Seeing  then,  that  we  have  a  great  High  Priest,  that  is  passed  into  the 
heavens,  Jesus,  the  Son  of  God,  let  us  bold  fast  our  profession :  wr  we  have  not  an  High  Priest 
who  cannot  be  touched  with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities:  but  was  in  all  points  tempted  as  wd 
are,  yet  without  sin.  Let  us  therefore  come  boldly  to  the  throne  of  grace,  that  we  may  obtain 
mercy,  and  find  grace  to  heh)  in  every  time  of  need." 

6J)  Another  direction  of  our  Lord  is,  that  we  persevere  in  prayer,  and  as  occasions  require, 
renew  our  addresses  to  God,  and  pray  with  importunity,  hoping  he  will  at  length  hear  us,  and 
vouchsafe  a  gracious  answer  to  our  requests. 

Luke  xviii.  1— 7*  "And  he  spake  a  parable  unto  them,  to  this  end,  that  men  ought  always 
to  pray%  and  not  to  faint,  saying :  There  was  in  a  city  a  judge,  who  feared  not  God,  neither 
r^arded  man.  And  there  was  a  widow  in  that  city,  and  she  came  unto  him,  saying :  Avenge 
me  of  my  adversary.  And  he  would  not  for  a  while.  But  afterwards  he  said  within  himself: 
Tliough  I  fear  not  God,  nor  regard  man }  yet  because  this  widow  troubleth  me,  I  will  avenge 
her,  lest  by  her  continual  coming  she  weary  me.  And  the  Lord  Said:  Hear  what  the  unjust 
judge  saith.  And  shall  not  God  avenge  his  own  elect,  which  cry  day  and  flight  unto  him^ 
though  he  bear  long  with  them  ?  I  tell  you,  that  he  will  avenge  them  speedily.'* 

There  is  also  somewhat  to  the  like  purpose  in  Luke  xi.  5 — 9 :  after  the  evangelist's  account 
of  our  Lord's  teaching  the  disciples  to  pray,  or  delivering  to  them  what  is  called  the  Lord's 
prayer.  **  And  he  said  unto  them:  Which  of  you  shall  have  a  friend,  and  shaH  go  to  him  at 
midnight,  and  say  unto  him.  Friend,  lend  me  three  loaves.  For  a  friend  of  mine  in  his  journey 
is  come  to  me,  and  I  have  nothing  to  set  before  him.  And  he  from  within  shall  answer,  and 
say:  Trouble  me  not.  The  door  is  now  shut,  and  my  children  are  with  me  in  bed.  I  cannot 
rise,  and  give  thee.  I  say  unto  you :  though  he  will  not  rise,  and  give  him,  because  he  is  his 
friend:  yet  because  of  his  importunity  he  will  rise,  and  give  him  as  many  as  he  needeth.  And 
I  say  unto  you:  Ask,  and  it  shall  be  given  you :  seek,  and  ye  shall  find:  knock,  and  it  shall  be 
opened  unto  you." 

Agreeable  to  this  doctrine  of  our  Saviour,  are  various  directions  of  the  apostles  in  their 
epistles.  Eph.  vi.  18.  "  Pi-aying  always,  with  all  prayer  and  supplication,  in  the  spirit,  and 
watching  thereunto  with  all  perseverance,  and  supplication  for  all  saints."  And  1  Thess.  v.  17» 
"  Pray  without  ceasing.'* 

Of  such  pr^er,  for  himself,  and  others,  we  can  perceive  from  his  epistles,  that  St.  Paul  ^as 
an  example.  Yea  our  Ix)rd  himself  in  the  time  of  Jiis  ministry  has  given  us  an  example  of 
fiequent,  renewed,  believing,  importunate,  persevering  prayer  to  God. 

.  That  is  the  second  thing  wliich  we  have  supposed  to  be  included  in  praying'  in  the  name  of 
Christ,  even  according  to  his  directions,  and  agreeably  to  the  nature  of  his  institution.  Several 
erf  which  directions  have  been  now  mentioned.* 

3.  In  praying  in  the  name  of  Christ  may  be  included,  that  always,  or  at  least  oftentimes, 
we  should  present  our  addresses  to  God  through  him,  as  by  our  lugh  priest,  and  intercessoi* 
Crod. 


f  If  anj  fiotd  this  lenncm  loo  hag  to  be  rea^at  once^  here  may  \t  a  proper  pause. 
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This  ^rticplar  may  be  illustrated  by  several  things  in  the  Acts,  and  the  i^istles.  .^< 

Eph.  ill.  14 — 16.  *<  For  this  cause  I  bow  my  knees  unto  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
—that  he  would  grdnt  you  to  be  strengthened  with  might  by  his  Spirit  in  the  inner  man.*'  That 
is,  he  worships  God  in  the  character  of  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  So  in  the  Old  Tes- 
tament the  pious  among  the  Jews  often  worshipped  God  in  the  character  of  the  God  of  Abrah^im, 
and  the  other  patriarchs.  1  Kings  xviii.  36.  "  And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  time  of  the  offering  of 
the  evening  sacrifice,  that  Elijah  tlie  prophet  came  near,  and  said,  Ix)rd  God  of  Abn^am,  Isaac 
imd  Jacob,  let  it  be  known  this  day,  that  thou  art  God  in  Israel,  and  that  I  am  thy  servant.*'  Sec 
also  1  Chron.  xxix.  10,  and  18,  . 

Moreover  it  is  a  respect  due  to  Jesus  Christ,  by  whom  we  have  been  brought  nigh  unto  God, 
and  through  whom  God  dispenseth  blessings  to  us,  not  only  that  our  prayers,  but  our  praises 
also,  and  all  our  sacrifices  and  services  should  be  presented  to  the  Father,  as  by  his  means, 
and  through  his  hands. 

In  Heb.  iv.  14^—16,  before  quoted,  the  apostle  says,  "  Seeing  then,  we  have  a  great  High 

Priest,  who  is  passed  into  the  heavens, let  us  hold  fast  our  profession:  for  we  have  not  an 

High  Priest,  which' cannot  be  touched  with  a  feeling  of  our  infirmities:  but  was  in  all  points 
tempted  like  as  we  are.  Let  us  therefore  come  boldly  \jo  the  throne  of  grace,  that  we  inay 
obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  in  time  of  need."  Having  such  an  High  Priest,  we  have 
pncouragement  in  all  our  pressures  and  difficulties,  especially  in  the  cause  and  service  of  true 
religion,  to  offer  up  prayers,  through  him,  with  hopes  of  obtaining  all  needful  aid  and  succour. 

In  tiie  same  epistle  the  apostle  gives  a  like  direction  concerning  praise.  And  it  may  be 
applied  to  every  part  of  worship,  and  to  every  kind  of  religious  and  spiritual  service.  Heb,  xiii* 
15,  16,  "  By  him  let  us  offer  the  sacrifice  of  praise  to  God  continually,  that  is,  the  fruit  of  our 
lips,  giving  thanks  to  his  name.  But  to  do  good,  and  to  communicate,  forget  not*  For  with 
fiuch  sacrifices  God  is  well  pleased.** 

Agreeable  hereto  is  what  St.  Peter  says :  "  Ye  also  as  lively  stones  are  built  up  a  ^iritual 
house,  a  royal  priesthood,  to  offer  up  spiritual  sacrifices,  acceptable  to  God  through  Jesus  Christ,*' 

i  Pet.  ii.  5.     Which  words,  I  apprehend,  might  be  more  properly  rendered  thus :  "  Ye  are 

a  royal  priesthood,  to  offer  up  through  Jesus  Christ  spiritual  sacrifices,  acceptable  to  God." 
Penoting,  not  that  they  are  acceptS)ie  throi^h  Chnst,  but  that  those  spiritual  acceptable 
sacrifices,  should  be  offered  up  to  God  through  Christ.  St.  Peter  exactly  agrees  with  the  apostle 
Paul,  Rom.  xii.  1.  Spiritual  sacrifices  are  such  as  God  requires,  and  are  in  themselves 
^acceptable  to  him.  This  interpretation  is  also  confirmed  by  the  text  just  quoted  from  the 
epistle  to  the  Hebrews :  **  By  him  therefore  let  us  offer  the  sacriMe  of  praise  to  God 
continually." 

And  it  is  frequent  with  the  apostle  Paul,  to  address  praise  or  thanks  to  God  in  or  through 
Jesus  Christ  Rom.  xvi.  27.  "  To  God  only  wise  be  glory  through  Jesus  Christ  for  even 
Amen.*'  And  near  the  beginning  of  that  epistle,  i.  8.  "  First,  I  thaim  my  God,  through  Jesus 
Christ,  for  you  all :  that  your  faith  is  spoken  of  throughout  the  whole  world." 

And  it  is  fit  that  our  spiritual  sacrifices  should  be  offered  to  God  through  Christ,  who  has 
taught  us  to  offer  such  sacrifices,  and  through  whom  God  has  bestowed  upon  us  invaluable 
blessings  and  privileges.  As  it  is  said  by  the  apostle,  Rom.  v.  1,  2,  "  Therefore  being  justified 
by  faiSi  we  have  peace  with  God  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  By  whom  also  we  have 
access  by  faith  into  this  grace."  Acts  x.  43.  St.  Peter  preaching  to  Cornelius,  and  the  gentiles, 
assembled  at  his  house,  says:  "  To  him  give  all  the  prophets  witness,  that  through  his  name,*" 
or 'through  him,  "  whosoever  believeth  in  him  should  receive  remission  of  sins."  And 
Epii.  i.  3 — 5.  "  Blessed  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  hath  bleased  us 
with  all  spiritual  blessings  in  heavenly  places,  in  Christ:  according  as  he  hath  chosen  us  in  him 

•before  the  foundation  of  the  world -having  predestinated  us  unto  the  adoption  of  children  by 

Jesus  Christ,  according  to  the  good  pleasure  of  his  will."  See  likewise  Eph.  ii.  4 — ^7,  and 
iv.  32,  and  Rom.  vi.  23,  and  1  Pet.  v.  10,  and  2  Pet.  i.  3. 

It  may  then  be  thought  fit  and  reasonable,  that  as  all  the  distinguishing  spiritual  benefits  and* 
advantages,  which  we  enjoy,  have  been  conferred  upon  us  through  Christ ;  so  our  services  and 
sacrifices,  which  we  are  enabled  to  perform  and  offer,  should  be  presented  to  God  the  Father,  in 
iand  through  him. 

Moreover  Christ  is  spoken  of  as  our  intercessor  and  advocate,  now  he  is  in  heaven. 
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'      Rom.  viii.  34.  <<  Who  is  he  that  condemneth?  Christ  that  died?  yea  rath^  that  kk  risen 
again,  who  is  even  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  who  also  maketh  intercession  for  us  ?'' 

Heb.  vii.  24,  2J.  *<  But  this  man,  because  he  continueth  ever,  hath  an  unchangeable  priest' 
bood.  Wherefore  he  is  able  to  save  them  to  the  uttermost/^  or  for  ever,  "  that  come  to  GUkI  by 
him,  seeing  he  ever  liveth  to  make  intercession  for  them." 

And  St.  John  1  Ep.  ii.  1,  speaks  of  Jesus  Christ  as  our  "  advocate  With  the  Father.'* 
St.  Paul,  1  Tim.  ii.  5,  says,  he  is  "  the  one  mediator  between  God  and  men.'* 

Some  therefore  have  supposed,  that  this  is  the  principal  thing,  or  all  that  our  Lord  intends 
in  those  places  of  St  John's  gospel,  where  he  speaks  to  his  disciples  of  "  asking  in  his  name:'* 
that  all  their  addresses  should  be  presented  to  God  through  him,  as  high  priest,  mediator,  and 
intercessor  or  advocate. 

And  indeed,  I  think  it  appears,  from  the  directions  and  examples,  just  alleged,  to  be  very 
proper  frequently  to  offer  up  our  prayers  to  God  through  him,  and  in  his  name,  expressly*  And 
It  is  highly  becoming  us  to  worship  God  in  the  character  of  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  Moreover,  for  certain,  Jesus  Christ,  now  in  heaven,  intercedes  for 
his  people.  Of  which  his  prayers  for  the  disciples,  when  with  them,  especially  those  recorded  by 
St.  John,  ch.  xvii.  may  help  us  to  form  some  idea. 

Nevertheless  I  think  that  is  not  all  that  our  Lord  means  by  **  praying,**  or  "  asking  the 
Father  in  his  name :"  nor  the  principal  intention  of  it.  But  he  teaches  his  disciples  to  take 
care  to  pray,  according  to  the  directions,  which  at  divers  times  and  oflen,  he  had  given  them : 
and  in  a  manner  suited  to  tlie  spiritual  and  heavenly  doctrine,  which  they  had  received 
from  hink 

That  asking  through  his  intercession  is  not  the  only  or  principal  thing  intended  by  asking  in 
his  name,  may  be  argued  from  this  very  context:  ver.  25,  26,  "  At  that  day  ye  shall"  or  will 
"  ask  in  my  name.  And  I  say  unto  you,  that  I  will  pray  the  Father  for  you.  For  the  Father 
himself  loveth  you,  because  ye  have  loved  me,  and  have  believed,  that  I  came  out  from  God.** 

Therein  he  assures  them,  that  soon,  meaning  after  his  resurrection,  or  rather,  after  his 
ascension,  when  the  Spirit  should  be  poured  down  upon  them,  they  would  be  able,  and  actually 
would  pray  to  the  Father  in  his  name :  and  when  they  did  so,  there  would  be  no  absolute 
necessity  that  he  should  pray  the  Father  for  them.  For  when  they  prayed  in  his  name,  as  his 
disciples,  God  would  hear  them,  though  he  did  not  intercede. 

This  plainly  shews,  that  praying  in  his  name  does  not  necessarily  imply,  desiring  to  be  heard 
and  accepted  through  his  intercession. 

Moreover  our  Lord  seems  to  attribute  more  virtue  to  praying  in  his  name,  than  can  be 
ascribed  to  praying  to  be  heard  through  his  intercession.  For  he  says  to  the  disciples :  "  What- 
soever ye  shall  ask  the  Father  in  my  name,  he  will  give  it  you."  fearely  calling  Christ  Lord, 
and  making  use  of  his  name  in  our  prayers,  will  not  secure  a  favourable  answer.  But  if  we  pray 
to  God,  as  disciples  of  Jesus,  and  according  to  the  directions  which  he  has  given;  then  it  may 
be  very  reasonable  to  hope,  that  whatever  we  ask,  God  will  give  it  unto  us^ 

Once  more,  it  must  be  supposed,  that  after  our  Lord  s  ascension  the  apostles  did  pray  in  his 
name,  and  as  his  disciples.  Nevertheless  in  their  epistles  are  found  prayers  and  praises,  which 
are  not  offered  up  through  Christ,  or  in  his  name  expressly.  Prayers  without  that  expression 
may  be  seen  in  Acts  i.  24,  25 ;  Col.  i.  9 — 11 ;  1  Thess.  v.  23 ;  and  elsewhere. 

We  quoted  some  while  ago  two  places  of  the  epistle  to  the  Romans^  where  St.  Paul  thanks 
God,  and  gives  glory  to  God  through  Jesus  Christ.     So  also  Eph.  iii.  20,  21.  "  Now  unto  him 

that  is  able  to  do  exceeding  abundantly  above  all  that  we  ask  or  think unto  him  be  glory 

in  the  church  by  Christ  Jesus,  throughout  all  ages,  world  without  end.  Amen.**  But  in 
1  Tim.  i.  17,  omitting  by  or  through  Christ,  he  says:  "  Now  unto  the  King  eternal,  immortal, 
invisible,  the  only  wise  God,  be  honour  and  glory  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen.**  And  Philip,  iv.  20. 
«*  Now  unto  God,  even  our  Father,  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen."  And  St.  Jude  concludes 
His  epistle  with  these  words.  "  To  the  only  wise  God,  our  Saviour,  be  glory,  and  majestyi 
dominion  and  power,  now  and  ever.     Amen.** 

I  beg  leave  to  observe  farther,  that  the  apostles  never  pray  to  God  to  grant  them  any  thing 

'  for  the  sake  of  Christ.    Nor  is  God  any  where  in  the  New  Testament  said  to  vouchsafe  blessings 

to  men  for  Christ's  sake.     We  read  in  our  version,  Eph.  iv.  32.   **  And  be  ye  kind  one  to 

anoUier,  tender  hearted,  forgiving  one  another,  even  as  God  for  Christ's  sake  hath  forgiven  you«" 
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Blit  a  more  exact  translation  would  be,  "  as  God  in  Christ,*'  or  tlirbugh  Christ,  **  has  forgiven 
you."  So  the  apostle  says  at  the  beginning  of  the  same  epistle  to  the  Ephesians,  ch.  u  3... 
Blessed  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  who  has  blessed  us  with 
all  spiritual  blessings  in  heavenly  places  in  Christ."  Through  Christ  God  dispenseth  all  blessings 
to  men,  and  particularly  forgiveness  of  sins.  Through  him  forgiveness  is  vouchsafed  to  all  who 
repent.  And  men  are  called  and  invited  to  repent,  with  the  gracious  promise  and  assurance  of 
forgiveness  of  sins,  without  taking  on  them  the  burden  of  the  law  of  Moses.  Luke  xxiv.  4?. 
And  that  repentance  and  remission  of  sins  should  be  prfeached  in  his  name  to  all  nations,  begin- 
ning at  Jerusalem/*  Acts  x.  43.  "  To  him  give  all  the  prophets  witness,  that  through  his 
name  whosoever  believeth  in  him  shall  receive  remission  of  sins.'*     See  likewise  ch»  ii.  19,  and 

ch.  xiii.  38. "  through  his  name  is  preached  unto  you  the  forgiveness  of  sins.**     And  se^ 

2  Cor.  V.  19;  and  Rom.  vi.  23.  "  The  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord.** 

Application.  I  now  proceed  to  mention  some  remarks  by  way  of  application;  which  also 
may  be  of  use  for  farther  illustrating  this  point. 

1.  We  hence  perceive  that  prayers  and  praises  ought  generally,  if  not  always,  to  be  offered 
to  God  the  Father. 

Says  our  Lord :  "  Whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  the  Father  in  my  name,  he  will  give  it  you.**  In 
St.  Stephen,  Acts  vii.  59,  is  an  instance  of  a  prayer  addressed  to  Christ,  saying,  **  Lord  Jesus, 
jreceive  my  spirit.**  And  St.  Paul,  1  Thess.  iii.  11.  "  Now  God  himself,  even  our  Father,  and 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  direct  our  way  unto  you.**  But  usually  in  the  -Acts  and  in  the  Epistle^ 
prayers  are  directed  to  God  the  Father,  to  whom  our  Lord  himself  prayed  when  on  earth. 

Doubtless  our  blessed  Lord,  in  his  state  of  exaltation  in  heaven,  knows  all  things  done  on 
tliis  earth.     And  if  he  be  intercessor  for  us,  as  we  are  taught  in  the  New  Testament,  it  is  re- 

Suisite  he  should  know  all  tlie  prayers  that  are  offered  by  his  people  for  whom  he  intercedes, 
iefore  he  left  the  disciples  he  assured  them,  John  xiv.  13.  "  Whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  the  Father 
in  my  name,  that  will  I  do,**  I  will  take  care  it  shall  be  done,  "  that  the  Father  maybe  glorified 
in  the  Son.*'  Jesus  Christ,  likewise,  as  constituted  Lord  and  Judge  of  the  world,  must  inti- 
mately know  all  things  done  therein.  This  knowledge  of  things  he  claims  and  manifests  in  his 
messages  and  warnings  sent  to  the  churches  in  the  revelation.  Rev.  ii.  18,  19.  "  And  unto  the 
angel  of  the  church  in  Thyatira,  write.  These  things  saith  the  Son  of  God,  who  hath  his  eyes 

like  unto  a  flame  of  fire.     I  know  thy  works,  and  charity,  and  service,  and  patience^ ver.  23. 

And  all  the  churches  shall  know,  that  I  am  he  which  searcheth  the  reins  and  hearts.  And  I 
will  give  unto  every  one  of  you,  according  to  his  works.**     Nevertheless,  as  we  have  seen, 

?rayers  and  praises  are  usually  in  the  New  Testament  presented  to  God  the  Father.  And  so  St.. 
^aul  directs.  Eph.  v.  20.  "  Giving  thanks  always  for  all  things  unto  God,  even  the  Father,  in 
the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.**  And  Heb.  xiii.  15.  "  By  him  therefore  let  us  offer 
the  sacrifice  of  praise  to  God  continually.** 

2.  We  are  now  able  to  solve  that  question,  concerning  the  prayer,  which  Christ  taught  his 
disciples,  and  is  recorded  in  Matt.  vi.  and  Luke  xi.  whether  it  be  proper  to  be  used,  since 
Christ*s  ascension. 

For  some  have  argued  in  this  manner.  Jesus  Christ,  say  they,  in  St.  John's  gospel,  a  little 
before  he  left  his  disciples,  directed  them  **  to  pray  in  his  name.**  But  his  name  is  not  men- 
tioned  in  the  Lord*s  prayer.  Therefore  it  was  designed  for  the  use  of  the  disciples  only,  till  he 
was  risen  from  the  dead,  and  ascended  to  heaven. 

But  that  argument  is  of  no  force,  according  to  the  interpretation  now  given  of  asking  the 
Father  in  Christ*s  name,  that  is,  according  to  his  directions,  as  his  disciples,  in  a  way  suited  to 
the  sublimity  of  his  institution.  Such  certainly  is  this  prayer.  It  is  truly  evangelical,  according 
to  the  utmost  perfection  of  the  rules  delivered  by  Christ  concerning  prayer.  For  here  spiritual 
blessings  are  asked  in  the  first  place,  temporal  good  things  with  moderation,  "  daily  bread,**  a 
sufficiencj^  only.  And  when  we  offer  up  this  prayer,  we  pray  with  a  benevolent,  forgiving 
temper  of  mind.  .  Finally,  the  overruling  Providence  of  God  in  all  things  is  acknowledged,  and 
we  pray  to  be  preserved  from  evil,  or  to  be  supported  and  strengthened  under  it,  so  as  that  we 
'  may  not  fall,  and  sin  against  God.  All  the  petitions  of  this  prayer  therefore  are  evangelicaL 
And  if  offered  with  a  suitable  temper,  the  prayer  will  be  accepted. 

There  is  another  objection  agaiitist  the  use  of  this  prayer^  wh^ch  also  will  appear  to  be  of  no 
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moment.  Here  we  pray,  that  the  "  kingdom  of  God  may  come :"  whereas,  say  they,  the  king- 
dom of  God  is  dreaay  come.  The  kingdom  of  God,  or  the  gospel-dispensation,  was  set  up,  and 
made  known  upon  Christ's  ascension.  And  his  apostles  soon  preached  the  gospel  every  where, 
and  Jews  and  Gentiles  were  received  into  the  church  of  God. 

But  in  answer  to  this,  it  is  obvious  to  say,  that  "  God's  name  may  [yet]  be  hallowed,'  and 
**  his  kingdom  may  come"  more  universally.  And  we  may  therefore  reasonably  pray,  that  it 
may  be  upheld  and  advanced. 

This  prayer  then,  in  every  part  of  it,  is  still  very  proper  to  be  used,  and  without  inserting 
Christ's  name.  For  if  the  petitions  be  offered  with  a  suitable  temper,  the  petitioner  prays  ♦*  in 
tlie  name  of  Christ,  as  a  disciple  of  his." 

This  prayer  therefore  may  be  still  very  fitly  used.  But  1  do  not  say,  that  it  ought  to  be 
always  used,  or  that  we  ought  never  to  address  ourselves  to  God,  without  saying  this  prayer. 

8.  We  can  now  understand  those  words  of  Christ  to  the  disciples :  **  Hitherto  have  ye  asked 
nothing  in  my  name." 

The  meaning  is  not,  as  some  have  supposed,  hitherto  you  have  not  made  use  of  my  name  in 
your  prayers:  but  hitherto  you  have  not  prayed,  as  my  disciples  ought  to  do.  Hitherto  your 
prayers  have  wanted  somewJiat  of  that  spirituality,  and  heavenly-mindedness,  which  becomes 
my  doctrine. 

It  is  well  known  to  ^11,  that  for  a  good  while  Christ's  disciples  had  ambitious  and  worldly 
views,  and  desires  of  pre-eminence :  which  produced  jealousies  and  emulations,  inconsistent 
with  the  perfection  of  mutual  love.  But  our  Lord's  death,  and  resurrection,  and  ascension  to 
heaven,  together  with  illuminations  received  from  above,  would  enable  them  fully  to  understand 
the  tenour  of  his  doctrine,  and  raise  their  minds  to  things  above.  The  glory  of  God,  the 
interests  of  religion,  and  the  real  welfare  of  mankind,  would  then  be  their  prevailing  concerns* 
and  they  would  be  able  to  pray  in  Christ's  name,  as  his  disciples,  and  according  to  the  rules, 
which  he  had  given  concerning  prayer. 

We  are  led  to  this  interpretation  by  the  words,  immediately  following  those  of  the  text# 
•*  These  things  have  I  spoken  unto  you  in  proverbs,"  or  parables.  "  The  time  cometh,  when  I 
shall  no  more  speak  to  you  in  proverbs.     But  I  shall  shew  you  plainly  of  the  Father." 

Our  Lord  had  told  the  disciples  "  all  things,"  John  xv.  15,  the  whole  scheme  of  the  gospel : 
as  we  may  clearly  discern  from  the  accounts  of  his  ministry,  which  have  been  left  us  by  the 
evangelists.  But  their  prejudices,  strengthened  too  by  carnal  affections,  made  them  slow  of 
understanding.  Our  Lord  therefore  now  says  to  them :  *  My  discourses  oftentimes  have  appeared 

*  to  yoii  obscure,  and  you  have  not  fully  perceived  my  intention.     Nor  could  I  speak  so  plainly, 

*  as  was  to  be  desired.     Because  of  the  danger  of  offending  you,  some  truths  have  been  repre- 

*  sen  ted  in  ambiguous  expressions.     But  now  the  time  is  coming,  when  all  your  prejudices  will 
^  be  removed,  and  you  will  clearly  understand  how  God  is  to  be  worshipped,  and  you  will  com- 

*  prehend  and  observe  the  directions  which  I  have  given  you,  as  my  disciples.     Then  you  will 

*  be  able  to  pray  in  a  spiritual  and  acceptable  manner.     Ver.  26.  **  In  that  day  ye  shall"  or  will 
<  "  ask  in  my  name.     And  I  say  not  unto  you,  that  I  will  pray  the  Father  for  you.     For  the 

*  Father  himself  loveth  you,  because  ye  have  loved  me,  and  have  believed,  that  I  came  out  from 
^  God."     Your  requests  will  then  be  so  reasonable  and  acceptable,  that  I  need  not  intercede  for 

*  you,  though  I  certainly  shall  do  so.  ^  For  your  praying,  and  acting  in  other  respects,  as  my 

*  disciples,  the  Father  himself  will  love  you,  and  manifest  himself  to  you,  and  grant  whatsoever 

*  you  ask.' 

<  In  that  day,  and  thenceforward,  you  will  not  ask  to  sit,  one  of  you  on  my  right  hand,  and 
^  another  on  the  leil,  in  my  kingdom :  whilst  the  rest  are  offended,  and  jealous  of  partial  respects 

*  for  such  petitioners :  apprehensive,  lest  they  should  obtain  a  pre-eminence,  to  which  they  are 

*  not  entitled,  and  prejudicial  to  others.     But  you  will  all  desire  the  best  tiling,  in  the  first 

*  place.     Such  things  you  will  desire  for  yourselves,  and  for  each  other,  and  for  afl  men.     Your 

*  most  earnest  desires  will  be,  that  you  may  be  faithful  to  God,  and  that  others  may  be  so 

*  likewise,  and  so  act  in  all  things  as  to  obtain  eternal  life.' 

4.  It  is  reasonable  to  infer,  that  all  Christians  should  be  desirous  to  pray  in  the  name  of 
Christ,  or,  as  his  disciples,  agreeably  to  the  nature  of  his  doctrine,  and  according  to  the  rules 
which  he  has  given  concerning  prayer. 
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So  we  ought  to  endeavour  to  prajr,  both  in  private  and  in  public,  particularly  in  public* 
There,  especially,  we  ought  to  be  careful  to  pray,  as  disciples  of  Jesus.  Some  will  bring  into 
their  prayers  their  own  particular  notions  about  the  fall  of  Adam,  and  its  consequences,  oaiginal 
sin,  the  corruption  of  the  human  nature,  the  incomprehensible  order  of  divine  decrees,  election, 
grace,  and  other  points.  Others,  and  possibly  the  same  persons,  at  other  times,  will  introduce 
their  particulnr  system  of  the  Trinit}r,  or  the  person  of  Christ,  and  his  transactions.  But  public 
prayer  should  be  such  as  all  Christians  can  join  in.  We  are  not  in  our  prayers  to  strive  to 
impose  our  own  notions  upon  others,  or  to  exclude  any  Christians  from  joining  in  the  addresses 
we  present  to  God.  A  minister,  in  his  public  prayers,  is  to  offer  up  common  requests  and 
praises,  the  unfeigned  devotions  of  the  assembly.  Public  prayers  are  not  to  be  Lutheran,  nor 
Calvinistical,  nor  Arminian,  but  Christian,  and  scriptural.  There  should  be  in  them  neither 
Arianism,  nor  Nicenism.  How  contrary  to  the  Christian  and  apostolical  rule,  to  offer  petitions^ 
or  make  declarations  in  prayer,  to  which  a  sincere  Christian  cannot  assent,  or  about  which  he 
has  doubts  and  scruples !  For  according  to  St.  Paul's  argument  in  Rom.  xiv.  "  The  kingdom  of 
God  is  not  meat  and  drink,**  or  doubtful,  contested  intricate  systems  and  speculations :  "  but 
righteousness,  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost.  And  he  that  in  these  things  serveth  Christt 
is  acceptable  to  God,  and  approved  of  [wise]  men.  Let  us  therefore  follow  after  the  things  that 
make  for  peace,  and  things  wherewith  one  may  edify  another." 

A  preacher  may  in  his  discourses  propose  to  the  people  his  own  senses  and  interpretations  of 
scripture,  and  offer  his  reasons  for  them.  But  in  public  addresses  to  God  he  should  offer  common 
requests  and  thanksgivings,  in  which  all  sincere  Christians  can  unite.  In  a  word,  public  i>rayers 
ought  to  be  agreeable  to  the  "common  faith  of  God's  elect,"  Tit.  i.  4:  and  the  doctrine  of  the 
"  common  salvation,"  Jude  3,  preached  by  Christ  and  his  apostles,  to  Jews  and  Gentiles,  and.  all 
men  under  heaven. 

5.  We  hence  learn  how  to  pray  to  God  so  as  to  be  heard. 

'  So  is  the  text.  •*  Hitherto  ye  have  asked  nothing  in  my  name.  Ask,"  that  is,  in  my  name^ 
•'and  ye  shall  receive,  that  your  joy  may  be  full." 

To  the  like  purpose  in  othef  places,  already  cited.  John  xv.  7*  "  If  ye  abide  in  me,  and  my 
words  abide  in  youj  ye  shall  ask  what  ye  will,  and  it  shall  be  done  unto  you.*'  1  John  iii.  2«^ 
•«  And  whatsoever  we  ask,  we  receive  of  him,  because  we  keep  his  commandments,  and  do  those 
things  that  are  pleasing  in  his  sight."  And  ch.  v.  14,  15.  "  And  this  is  the  confidence  that  wet 
have  in  him :  that  if  we  ask  any  thing  according  to  his  will,  he  heareth  us.  And  if  we  know» 
that  he  hear  us  whatsoever  we  ask,  we  know  that  we  have  the  petitions  that  we  desired  of  him." 

'  It  is  therefore  a  great  happiness  to  have  our  desires  regulated  by  the  reason  of  things,  and 
the  will  of  God.  To  desire  nothing  but  what  is  reasonable :  to  desire  the  best  things,  and  to 
have  them.  This  is  great  happiness.  To  have  no  desires,  but  what  will  be  gratified.  If  we 
desire  perishing  riches,  and  do  not  obtain  them,  we  are  ruined.  If  we  take  care  to  lay  up  to 
ourselves  treasures  in  heaven,  and  seek  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  its  righteousness,  in  the  first 

Elace;  we  shall  have  what  we  most  desire,  and  a  competency  of  other  things  therewith.  The 
est  things  cannot  be  taken  from  us.  If  some  other  things  are  lost,  those  which  are  most 
valuable,  and  remain,  will  satisfy  and  support  us.  Let  us  then  do  all  things  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ,  ever  acting  as  his  disciples.  And  let  us  ask  in  his  name,  according  to  his 
directions,  that  we  may  receive  the  tilings  which  we  ask,  and  <<  our  joy  may  be  full,"  or  we  may 
have  abundant  satisfaction  and  joy. 
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SERMON  XXX. 

THE  WOMAN  THAT  ANOINTED  JESUS  WITH  PRECIOUS  OINITVIENT. 

Verily  I  say  unto  you:  Wheresoever  this  gospel  shall  be  preached  in  the  whole  worlds  there  shall 
also  thiSf  that  this  woman  hath  done,  be  told  for  a  memorial  of  her.'' — Matt.  xxvi.  IS. 

This  action  of  the  woman  here  spoken  of,  who  anointed  our  Lord  with  precious  ointment,  may 
at  first  appear  a  thing  of  little  moment.  But  since  our  Lord  signified  his  approbation  of  it,  and 
declared  that  it  would  in  future  times  be  celebrated ;  it  is  not  unlikely  that  it  may  afibrd  us 
some  profitable  meditations,  if  we  carefully  consider  it. 

For  which  reason  I  shall  review  this  history,  anfl  then  make  some  remarks  upon  it:  in  which 
I  shall  endeavour  to  shew  how  we  may  improve  it  to  our  benefit. 

L  Jn  the  first  place  I  shall  review  and  consider  this  history. 

Our  blessed  Lord  was  now  come  up  to  Jerusalem,  to  keep  the  passover,  at  which  he  suffered. 
And,  as  you  well  know,  he  came  up  at  this  time  several  days  before  the  day  of  the  passover. 
But  he  took  up  his  lodging  at  Bethany,  a  village  near  Jerusalem.  In  the  morning  he  went  up 
to  Jerusalem,  and  taught  there  in  the  temple.  In  the  evening  he  returned  to  Bethany.  This 
was  his  method,  till  the  night,  in  which  he  ate  the  passover,  according  to  the  appointment  of  the 
law  at  Jerusalem. 

Says  St.  Matthew,  at  ver.  6  and  7  of  this  chapter :  "  Now  when  Jesus  was  in  Bethany,  in' 
the  house  of  Simon  the  leper,"  that  is,  who  once  had  the  leprosy,  but  had  been  cured,  and 
probably  by  our  Lord,  "  there  came  unto  him  a  woman,  having  an  alabaster  box  of  very  precious. 
CHntment,  and  poured  it  on  his  head,  as  he  sat  at  meat." 

In  St.  Mark  xiv.  3.  "  And  being  in  Bethany,  in  the  house  of  Simon  the  leper,  as  he  sat  at 
meat,  there  came  a  woman,  having  an  alabaster  box  of  ointment  of  spikenard,  very  precious,  and. 
she  brake,"  or  opened,  "  the  box,  and  poured  it  on  his  head." 

That  is  the  first  part  of  the  history,  the  action  of  this  woman,  or  the  respect  shewn  by  her  to 
our  Lord. 

The  second  part  consists  of  the  notice  which  some  took  of  it,  in  a  way  of  censure.  In 
St.  Matthew's  gospel,  ver.  8,  9,  it  is  thus  expressed.  "  But  when  his  disciples  saw  it,  they  had 
indignation,  saying,  to  what  purpose  is  this  waste  ?  For  it  might  have  been  sold  for  much,  and 
given  to  the  poor.'* 

Or,  as  in  St.  Mark,  ver.  4, 5.  "  And  there  were  some  that  had  indignation  within  themselves, 
and  said:  Why  was  this  waste  of  the  ointment  made  ?  For  it  might  have  been  sold  for  more  than 
three  hundred  pence,  and  have  been  given  to  the  poor.  And  they  murmured  against  her.''  In 
the  computation  of  the  price  of  the  ointment,  we  must  not  think  of  our  own,  but  of  the  Roman 
coin,  then  current  in  Judea,  and  other  provinces  of  the  Empire.  The  three  hundred  pence  here 
mentioned  might  amount  to  about  ten  pounds  of  our  money. 

The  third  part  of  the  history  consists  of  our  Lord's  vindication  of  this  action. 

In  St.  Matthew,  ver.  10 — 14,  it  is  thus:  "  When  Jesus  understood  it,  he  said  unto  them: 
Why  troyble  ye  the  woman  ?  For  she  has  wrought  a  good  work  upon  me.  For  ye  have  the  poor 
always  with  you.  But  me  ye  have  not  always.  For  in  that  she  has  poured  this  ointment  upon 
my  body,  she  did  it  for  my  burial.  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  wheresoever  this  gospel  shall  be 
preached  in  the  whole  world,  there  shall  also  this,  that  this  woman  has  done,  be  told  for  a^ 
memorial  of  her." 

In  St.  Mark  this  concluding  part  of  the  history  stands  in  these  words,  ver.  6 — 9-  "  And 
Jesus  said:  Let  her  alone.   Why  trouble  you  her  ?  She  has  wrought  a  good  work  upon  me. .  For 


•  for  tbe^whole  of  that  bistoiy,  ia  the  sevend  ETangelists,  see  Matt,  xvfu  &— 13.  Mark  xiv.  3—9.  John  xL  2. 

and  xii.  1—8. 
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ye  have  the  poor  with  you  always:  and  whensoever  ye  will,  ye  may  do  them  good.  But  me  ye 
nave  not  always.  She  has  done  what  she  could.  She  is  come  beforehand  to  anoint  my  body  to 
the  bwryiug.  Verily  I  say  unto  you  :  4vheresoever  this  gospel  shall  be  preached  throughout  the 
whole  world,  this  also  that  she  has  done,  shall  be  told  for  a  memorial  of  her." 

The  sum  and  substance  of  this  apology  of  our  Lord  is  to  this  purpose.     *  You  always  have 

*  among  you  necessitous  oWects.  And  you  may  reheve  them,  whenever  you  please.  There  will 
-•  be  frequent  opportunities  for  shewing  benevolence  to  them,  if  you  have  ability.  I  am  as  a  stranger, 

*  and  my  stay  among  you  will  be  short.  I  have  often  spoken  to  you  of  my  departure.  And  you 
^  may  be  assured,  the  time  is  now  at  hand.     And  opportunities  of  testifying  respect  to  me,  in  any 

*  such  way  as  this,  will  soon  be  over. 

*  You  are  apt,  some  of  you,  to  think  this  expense  excessive.     But  if  this  ointment  were  laid 

*  out  upon  a  dead  body,  you  would  not  think  it  too  much.     For  that  is  an  established  custom 

*  among  you,  and  you  all  think  it  laudable  to  embalm  at  a  great  expense  the  bodies  of  persons, 

*  who  are  of  eminence  and  distinction.     You  may  consider  this  anointing  as  an  embalming  of  me. 

*  And  it  may  so  happen,  that  neither  she,  nor  any  others,  shall  actually  have  an  opportunity  to 
« lay  out  all  the  rich  spices  and  ointments  upon  me,  when  dead,  which  they  may  be  disposed  to 
«  make  use  of. 

*  Upon  the  whole,  the  testimony  of  respect,  which  this  woman  has  shewn  me,  has  in  it  nothing 

*  blameable :  but  it  is  worthy  of  commendation.  And  X  readily  testify  my  approbation  of  it.  And 
^  I  do  now  declare,  that  this  action  of  hers  will  be  published  all  over  the  world,  and  make  a  part 

*  of  the  history  of  things  relating  to  myself,  during  my  abode  here  among  you.     And  the  time  is 

*  hastening,  when  some  here  present  will  be  fufly  convinced,  that  this  token  of  respect,  now 

*  shown  me,  was  not  extravagant  and  undeserved,  and  will  themselves  cheerfully  spread  it  abroad 
^  as  an  action  of  no  small  merit,  and  entitled  to  applause  and  commendation.' 

There  is  a  relation  in  St.  John,  which  is  very  like  this,  though  difierent  in  some  particulars. 
Which  has  occasioned  a  difficulty,  and  raised  doubts  in  the  minds  of  attentive  and  inquisitive 
readers  of  the  gospels,  whether  two  several  actions  are  spoken  ofi  or  one  and  the  same  only,  with 
Afferent  circumstances. 

Says  St.  John,  ch.  xii.  1—^8.  "  Then  Jesus,  six  days  before  the  passover,  came  to  Bethany, 
where  Lazarus  was,  which  had  been  dead,  whom  he  raised  from  the  dead.  There  they  made 
him  a  supper,  and  Martha  ser\^ed.  But  Lazarus  was  one  of  them  that  sat  at  the  table  with  him. 
Then  took  Mary  a  pound  of  ointment,  of  spikenard  very  costly,  and  anointed  the  feet  of  Jesus,  and 
wiped  his  feet  with  her  hair.  And  the  house  was  filled  with  the  odour  of  the  ointment.  Then 
said  one  of  his  disciples,  Judas  Iscariot,  Simon's  son,  which  should  betray  him.  Why  was  not 
this  ointmewt  sold  for  three  hundred  pence,  and  given  to  the  poor?  This  he  said,  not  that  he 
<!ared  for  the  poor,  but  because  he  was  a  thief,  and  had  the  bag,  and  bare  what  was  put  therein. 
Then  «aid  Jesus-  Let  her  alone.  Against  my  burying  has  she  kept  this.  For  the  poor  always 
ye  have  with  jou.     But  me  ye  have  not  always.'* 

To  me  it  seems,  that  this  is  the  same  thing,  which  is  related  by  the  two  former  evangelists. 
If  so,  St  John  fatss  let  us  know,  who  this  woman  was.  She  was  Mary  sister  of  Lazarus.  So  he 
also  says  expressly  at  the  beginning  of  the  eleventh  chapter :  "  Now  a  certain  man  was  sick, 
named  Lazarus,  of  Bethany,  the  town  of  Mary  and  her  sister  Martha.  It  was  that  Mary  which 
anointed  the  Lord  with  ointment,  and  wiped  his  feet  with  her  hair,  whose  brother  Lazams 
-was  sick.'* 

St.  John  having  before  given  the  history  of  the  resurrection  of  Lazarus,  it  was  very  natural 

.  for  him,  when  he  came  to  relate  this  anointing  of  our  Lord,  to  say  by  whom  it  was  done.     But 

the  two  former  evangelists  having  never  mentioned  Lazarus,  or  his  sisters,  in  their  gospels,  when 

they  came  to  relate  this  action,  forbear  to  mention  any  name,  and  speak  onl^  of  a  certain  woman. 

St.  Luke,  ch.  x.  38^ — 4-2,  has  an  account  of  our  Lord's  being  entertained  at  the  house  of 
Martha :  but  he  says  nothing  of  this  anointing.  If  he  had  related  it,  I  make  no  question,  that 
he,  like  St.  John,  would  have  said  by  whom  it  was  done. 

i^t  John  indeed  speaks  of  Judas  only,  who  complained  of  the  waste  of  the  ointment,  whereas 
the  other  evangelists  express  themselves  as  if  other  disciples  also  had  disliked  it.  But  it  is  well 
known  to  be  very  common  with  all  writers  to  use  the  plural  number,  when  one  person  only  is 
ftotended.    Nor  is  it  impossible,  that  others  might  have  some  uneasiness  about  it,  though  they 
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ti^ere  far  from  being  so  disgusted  at  it  as  Judas  was.    And  their  concern  for  the  poor  was  sincere* 
His  was  self-interested,  and  mere  pretence. 

One  thing  more  should  be  observed  for  avoiding  mistakes.  It  ought  to  be  reckoned  certain^ 
that  Mary,  sister  of  Lazarosy  ia  different  from  Mar^  Magdalen;  and  also  from  the  woman  that 
was  a  "  sinner,*'  of  whom  St.  Luke  speaks,  ch.  vii.  37,  38.  She  also  "  anointed  our  Lord's 
feet,  and  wiped  them  with  her  hair.  But  her  name  is  no  where  mentioned.  And  it  is  very 
observable,  that  of  the  woman  mentioned  by  him,  St.  Luke  says,  *•  she  stood  at  the  feet  of  Jesus, 
behind  him,  weeping,  and  did  wash  his  feet  with  tears.**  A  particular  quite  omitted  both  hy 
St.  John,  and  by  the  two  former  evangelists,  in  their  several  accounts  of  the  person,  who 
anointed  Jesus  at  Bethany  a  short  time  before  his  death. 

II.  I  now  proceed,  without  farther  delay,  to  mention  some  remarks  upon  this  history,  imd 
shew  how  we  may  improve  it  for  our  benefit. 

1.  From  the  words  of  this  text  we  evidently  perceive,  that  our  Lord  distinctly  foresaw  the 
great  progress  which  the  gospel  would  soon  maKe  in  the  world. 

Some  inveterate  adversanes  of  the  Christian  religion,  about  three  hundred  years  afler  our 
Lord's  ascension,  surprised  and  grieved  at  the  progress  it  had  made,  and  desirous,  if  possible^ 
to  retard  and  suppress  it,  and  again  raise  up  heathenism  in  its  room,  had  the  presumption  to  say, 
that  the  success  of  our  Lord's  doctrine  had  exceeded  his  own  expectation:  and  that  when  he 
preached  in  Judea,  he  did  not  think  his  name  and  religion  w^ould  prevail  as  they  had  done  ^  Bat 
that  is  a  false  insinuation.  Our  Lord  often  spoke  of  the  wide  extent  of  his  doctrine*.  Though 
the  Jewish  people,  many  of  them,  withstood  the  bright  evidence  which  was  set  before  them  of 
his  great  character:  and  it  was  very  likely  that  they  would  continue  to  harden  their  hearts  to 
a  great  degree;  he  knew  that  would  not  obstruct  his  reputation,  or  his  doctrine..  And  dfd 
more  than  once  declare,  that  "  many  would  come  from  the  east  and  the  west,  and  sit  down  with 
Abraham  and  Isaac  and  Jacob  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  whilst  the  childreu  of  the  kingdom, 
[for  continued  obstinacy  and  unbelief,]  would  be  shut  out.** 

When  some  "  Greeks,  who  had  come  up  [to  Jerusalem]  with  those  who  came  thither  to* 
warship  at  the  feast  of  the  passover,'*  desired  to  see  him,  he  "  answered,  saying,.  The  hour  is^ 
come,  that  the  Son  of  man  should  be  glorified,'*  John  xii.  20—23.  And  afterwards  at  ver.  31, 32.- 
"  Now  is  the  judgment  of  this  world.  Now  shall  the  prince  of  this  world  be  cast  out.  And  I,s 
if  I  be  lifted  up  from  the  earth,  will  draw  all  men  unto  me.** 

Beside  other  parables  to  the  like  purpose,  he  said:  *•  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is^like  unto  a 
grain  of  mustard  seed,  which  a  man  took  and  sowed  in  his  field;  which  indeed  is  the  least  of  all 
seeds }  but  when  it  is  grown,  is  the  greatest  among  herbs,  and  becometh  a  tree,  so  that  the  birds 
of  the  air  come  and  lodge  in  the  branches  of  it.** 

This  text  is  another  clear  proof  of  the  same  thing.  And  his  prediction  is-  delivered  with 
some  solemnity.  "Verily,  I  say  unto  you,  ^Tieresoe  ver  this  gospel  shall  be  preached  in  tlie 
whole  world,  there  shall  this  also  that  this  womstn  has  done,  be  told  for  a  memorial  of  her.** 

The  thing  however  is  remarkable  and  extraordinary:  that  Jesu^  should  attain  to  sucli^ 
renown :  that  the  doctrine  taught  by  him  should  be  preacned  every  where::  and  that  a  testimony 
of  respect  to  him  should  be  thought  to  deserve  frequent  mention,  and  to  be  long  spoken  of  ta 
the  honour  (^  the  person,  that  had  done  it.  Princes  and  conquerors  easily  transmit  with  honour 
their  own  names,  and  the  names  and  characters  of  those  who  attend  upon  them,  and  serve  them. 
But  Jesus  lived  a  humble,  lowly  life  in  this  world,  and  died^  as  he  now  foresaw  he  should,  an^ 
Ignominious  death.  And  yet  he  has  attained  to  lasting,  and  wide  extended  honour  and  renown:: 
and  it  is  esteemed  by  many,  or  even  by  all>  in  many  parts  of  the  world,  an  honour  for  any  to  be: 
mentioned  with  him,  and  spoken  of  as  having  shewn  respect  to  him. 

The  only  reason  of  all  this  can  be,  that  he  was  a  prophet  mighty  in  word  and  deed,  that  lie* 
was  a  teacher  sent  from  God,  that  his  discourses  were  wise  and  reasonable,  and  his  conduct* 
excellent  and  admirable,  and  that  after  his  sufferings  and  death,  he  was  raised  to  life,  and  with 
great  power  declared  to  be  the  Soa  of  God,  or  the  Messiah,  as  he  had  said  he  was.. 

To  this  only  can  be  owing  the  honour  to  which  Jesus  has  attained:  and  hereby  the  aspersions 
that  had  been  cast  on  him  by  enemies,  have  been  wiped  otf.    The  judgments  passed  upon  him^ 
by  those  who  evil  entreated  him,  have  appeared  to  be  prejudiced,  false  and- malicious.  Whatever 
honour  they  were  possessed  of,  whatever  splendour  they  lived  in,  how  great  soever  their  influence 
may  have  then  been;^  their  names,  are  eitner  forgotten,  or  are  loaded  with  |ust  and  perpetual. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


23JB  Tite  Woman  that  anoiriteS  Jesus  with  precious  Ointment. 

disgrace.  On  the  other  hand,  they  who  believed  in  him,  who  received  his  words,  who  honoured 
:him  in  their  minds,  and  shewed  him  respect  in  their  actions,  are  spoken  of  as  persons  of  dig* 
i;inguished  .wisdom  and  piety. 

2.  From  this  text  we  learn  that  reputation  for  good  works  is  desirable,  and  valuable. 
Otherwise,  our  Lord  had  not  declared,  in  opposition  to  the  censure  now  passed  by  some 
upon  the  action  of  this  woman^  that  it  would  be  celebrated  by  others,  and  that  **  wheresoever 
the  gospel  should  be  preached  in  the  whole  world  what  she  had  done,  should  be  told  for  a 
memorial  of  her/' 

Wise  men  have  always  esteemed  the  good  opinion  of  fellow-creatures  a  great  advantage. 
Solomon  says,  "  A  good  name  is  rather  to  be  chosen  than  riches,  and  lovingkindness  rather  than 
silver  and  gold,*'  Prov.  xxii.  1.  And  again:  ^  A  good  name  is  better  than  ointment,*'  Ecc.  vii.  1. 
But  whilst  they  speak  of  this  good  name,  as  a  special  advantage,  they  take  caie  to  intimate 
what  things  are  most  excellent  and  meritorious,  that  the  inconsiderate  may  not  be  misled  by 
false  appearances :  therefore  it  is  said  by  the  same  wise  man:  "  Favour  is  deceitful,  and  beauty 
is  vain.  But  a  woman  that  feareth  the  Lord,  she  shall  be  praised,*'  Prov.  xxxi.  30.  Not  that 
the  two  former  are  contemptible,  but  that  they  are  inconsiderable,  when  compared  wi£h  religion 
.and  virtue,  which  are  much  more  commendable,  and  are  likely  to  secure  durable  love  and 
esteem. 

It  is  an  affectionate  and  comprehensive  exhortation,  witTi  which  St.  Paul  shuts  up  his  epistle 
to  the  Philippians.  <*  Finally,  brethren,"  says  he,  **  whatsoever  things  are  true,  whatsoever  tnings 
;are  just,  whatsoever  things  are  pure,  whatsoever  things  are  lovely,  whatsoever  things  are  of  good 
jreport:  if  there  be  any  virtue,  if  there  be  any  praise,  think  of  these  things,"  Philip,  iv.  & 

We  may,  then,  quicken  ourselves  in  tlie  pursuit  of  virtue,  and  the  practice  of  good  works, 
'With  the  hope  of  that  acceptance  and  esteem,  which  are  justly  due  to  things  right  and  reasonable 
dn  themselves. 

It  is  a  thing  not  undesirable,  nor  to  be  despised  and  slighted,  to  be  praised  b^  those  who  are 

>Sxi  honour,  and  are  justly  praised ;  or  to  he  esteemed  by  such  as  are  greatly  and  justly  esteemed. 

At  the  least,  we  may  set  this  against  the  censures  of  the  inconsiderate,  the  mistaken,  and  pi-e- 

Judiced:  and  may  reckon  the  judgment  of  the  knowing  and  serious  to  overbalance  that  of  the 

.vain  and  thoughtless. 

To  be  conversant  with  wise  and  eminent  men,  and  to  be  subservient  to  £heir  ease,  their 
feCredit,  their  influence  and  usefulness:  or  to  approve  and  embrace  the  excellent  lessons  and 
.maxims  which  they  deliver,  and  yield  to  them  due  honour  and  respect,  is  very  commendable* 
"This  is  a  part  of  the  virtue  of  the  woman  here  spoken  of^  and  our  Lord  declared  she  should  not 
iail  of  being  honoured  for  it. 

8.  Another  thing,  which  we  are  taught  T)y  this  text,  is,  that  some  seasons  and  circumstances 
anay  justify  uncommon  expense. 

Such  expense  there  was  now,  and  some  through  prejudice  or  interest  took  upon  ttiem  td 
t)lame  it.  And  a  specious  argument  there  was  against  it.  But  our  Lord,  who  always  was 
impartial  .^as  his  worst  enemies  acknowledged)  who  was  never  under  the  bias  of  favour  or  in- 
terest, openly  vindicates  it.     Some  said,  the  ointment  might  have  been  sold,  and  the  price  given 

-to  the  poor.    "  But  he  said.  Let  her  alone:  why  trouble  ye  her? ^The  poor  ye  have  wkh  you 

;always.;  but  me  ye  have  not  always.** 

Our  Lord,  then,  without  art;  all  detracting  from  the  obligation  to  relieve  the  poor  and  indi- 

fent,  which  he  had  ofben  inculcated,  justifies  this  uncommon  expense.    The  reason,  upon  which 
is  determination  is  founded,  teaches,  that  some  extraordinary  respect  may  be  fitly  shewn  to 
strangers,  especially  illustrious  strangers. 

Tshe  argument  will  hold  with  regard  to  any  other  persons  of  great  merit  and  hi^  station^ 
und  all  those^  to  whom  we  are  under  great  obligations.  We  mav  pay  them  all  the  respect  we 
are  able;,  with  the  abundance  of  good  things  with  wWch  ijod  has  blessed  us. 

And  what  our  Lord  delivers  here  upon  this  occasion  will  serve  to  justify  tbe  true  interpre- 
tation of  divers  other  texts.  As  Luke  xiv.  14,  15.  "  Tlien  said  he  to  nim  that  bad  him,  When 
thou  makest  a  dinner,  or  a  supper,  call  not  thy  friends,  nor  thy  hretlwen,  nor  thy  rich  neigh- 

f>ours But  when  thou  makest  a  feast,  call. the  poor,  the  maimed,  the  lame,  the  Wind;  and 

thou  shalt  be  blessed;  for  they  cannot  recompense  thee:  but  thou  shalt  be  recompensed  at  the 
fesurrection  of  the  jusf    Our  Lord  is  not  to  be  understood  to  forbid  entertaining  friends^  and 
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bretiiren,  and  rich  neighbours;  but  to  teach,  that  we  ought  also  to  take  care  not  to  neglect  and 
overlook  the  poor  and  necessitous,  but  to  make  a  kind  provision  for  them,  and  to  shew  tender- 
ness  to  such  as  are  in  affliction.  For  men  may  live  in  the  splendour  of  an  exalted  condition, 
provided  they  let  the  poor  and  indigent  partake  of  their  abundance.  As  our  Lord  says  upon 
another  occasion:  "  Give  alms  of  such  things  as  ye  possess;  and  behold,  all  things  are  clean 
unto  you,"  Luke  xi.  41. 

We  may  reasonably  take  it  for  granted,  that  the  woman,  who  now  indulged  herself  in  a 
costly  profusion  upon  Jesus,  was  also  ready  to  other  good  works,  and  often  boundfid  to  the 
poor. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  Christian  doctrine  does  not  require  a  mean  and  sordid  .spirit:  but 
enlargeth  the  mind,  and  teacheth  that  discreet  moderation  in  all  things,  and  those  tender  regards 
ioT  the  poor  and  indigent,  which  may  leave  room  for  sohie  enlargements  upon  ourselves  and 
others,  on  great  and  extraordinary  occasions.  • 

4.  What  this  woman  now  did  in  anointing  the  body  of  Jesus  was  very  commendable. 

If  any  should  ask,  what  could  there  be  commendable  in  such  an  action,  I  should  answer:  I 
wish  myself  able  to  display  all  its  excellencies.  Our  Lord  said,  that  "  wherever  the  gospel 
should  be  preached,  this  also  which  she  had  done,  should  be  told  for  a  memorial  of  her.'*  Which 
may  satisfy  ufe,  that  it  deserves  to  be  celebrated.  Indeed,  I  think,  the  virtues,  which  were  then 
in  exercise  in  her  mind,  and  which  formed  this  action,  were  more  fragrant,  than  her  ointment^ 
though  that  too  was  very  precious,  and  "  the  odour  of  it  filled  all  the  house.*' 

The  ointment,  made  use  of  by  her,  was  reckoned  very  valuable  by  those  who  were  present, 
and  the  expense  extraordinary.  I  suppose  it  was  so,  and  far  exceeding  what  she  usually  ex- 
pended on  herself,  or  friends,  at  other  times.  But  then  the  greater  respect  does  she  appear  to 
nave  had  for  Jesus.  If  the  woman  spoken  of  by  the  first  two  evangelists,  be  the  same  with  her, 
of  whom  St.  John  writes,  (as  is  very  likely)  she  was  Mary  sister  of  Lazarus.  And  we  can  form 
a  tolerable  notion  of  the  circumstances  of  his  family.  He  is  never  called  a  pharisee,  a  title  sel- 
dom given  to  any  but  men  of  substance,  and  credit  in  the  world.  And  when  he  died,  and  was 
buried,  though  extremely  dear  to  his  sisters,  his  funeral  was  very  frugal.  When  our  Lord  came 
to  his  grave,  which  "  was  a  cave,  and  a  stone  lay  upon  it,  he  said:  Take  ye  away  the  stone. 
31artha,  the  sister  of  him,  who  was  dead,  saith  unto  him:  Lord,  by  this  time  he  stinketh.  !For 
le  has  been  dead  four  days,**  John  xi.  38,  39.  His  body  therefore  had  not  been  embalmed,  nor 
laid  in  sweet  spices.  There  can  be  no  reason  to  think:  then  that  this  family  were  people  in 
opulent  circumstances,  but  rather  of  a  middle  rank  only,  and  private  condition. 

Mary  however  had  a  vessel  of  rich  ointment.  Whether  it  was  a  treasure  that  had  been  lonff 
in  the  family,  or  whether  she  had  procured  it  lately  for  this  purpose,  we  need  not  say,  and 
cannot  determine.  But  being  possessed  of  a  box  or  vase  of  ointment,  of  the  richest  sort,  she 
thought,  she  could  never  bestow  it  upon  a  more  worthy  object.  Possibly,  she  was  under  appre- 
hensions, from  what  she  had  heard  him  say  of  his  departure  out  of  this  world,  that  it  was  expe- 
dient to  lay  hold  of  the  present  opportunity,  lest  another  should  not  offer  for  shewing  respect  to 
80  great  a  person. 

She  had  a  pure,  sincere,  ardent  love  and  esteem  for  the  Lord  Jesus.  Her  mind  was  filled 
with  gratitude  for  benefits  conferred  by  him  on  herself,  or  her  relations  and  friends,  some  tem- 
poral, some  spiritual,  and  upon  these  she  set  the  greatest  value.  She  considered  him  as  the 
Saviour  of  the  worlds  and  the  greatest  benefactor  to  her,  and  those  beloved  by  her,  that  ever 
she  had  hitherto  known',  or  should  know  in  time  to  come. 

All  this  will  be  readily  apprehended  to  be  true  of  so  pious  a  woman  as  Mary,  who  by  the 
sracious  and  wonderful  interposition  of  the  Lord  Jesus  had  received  her  dear  brother  alive  after 
He  had  been  dead  four  days. 

Her  esteem  for  Jesus  was  judicious,  and  determined,  well  grounded,  and  unalterable.  She 
was  persuaded  he  was  the  Christ,  the  chosen  of  God.  She  knew  it  from  the  prophets,  from  his 
own  most  excellent  words,  and  from  his  mighty  works.  And  his  conduct  had  been  admirable, 
lovely  and  engaging,  beyond  expression.  She  believed  he  had  the  words  of  eternal  life :  and 
she  would  never  cease  to  esteem  him,  and  trust  in  him,  whatever  change  there  should  be  in  his 
outward  circumstances;  or  however  basely  and  despitefully  scmie  others  might  think  fit  to  treat 
him. 

*  If  this  fermoD  be  too  long  to  be  read  at  once,  here  may  be  a  good  pause. 
VOL.  V.  2  H 
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She  had  a  higher  idea  of  the  dignity  of  Jesus,  than  most  others  had,  and  thought  Do  test!* 
mony  of  respect  could  be  too  great  to  be  shown  him.  Some,  who  possibly  were  not  destitute 
of  aU  regard  for  him,  made  computations  of  the  value  of  the  perfumed  ointment,  and  thought 
the  use  she  made  of  it  no  better  than  mere  waste.  But  she  having  brought  the  vessel^  and 
opened  it,  poured  it  forth  without  reserve  upon  Jesus,  and  wiped  his  feet  with  her  hair.  AU 
this  was  done  by  her  in  the  presence  of  many  people,  who  were  come  to  see  Lazarus^  wko  had 
been  raised  from  the  dead.  Many  others  treated  him  as  a  mean  and  ordinary  person*  She 
considers  him,  as  entitled  to  all  the  respect  that  is  due  to  the  greatest  and  the  wisest.  And 
certainly,  this  her  regard  for  Jesus,  since  it  was  just  and  well  grounded,  is  greatly  to  her  com- 
mendation. Faith  in  Jesus,  as  the  Christ,  was  a  virtue.  She  excelled  in  that  virtue,  and  waa 
eminent  among  the  believers  of  that  time,  when  the  Messiah  abode  in  person  on  this  earth. 

Nor  was  her  faith  rash  and  inconsiderate.  It  was  the  fruit  of  diligent  attention,  just  obser- 
vations, and  serious  meditation.  Ail  this  we  can  say  assuredly  of  Mary  sister  of  Lazarus.  We 
can  collect  it  from  a  history  of  this  family,  (before  taken  notice  of)  related  bv  St.  Luke,  though 
he  has  said  nothing  of  that  action,  which  we  are  now  considering;  where  he  says,  that  when 
Jesus,  in  hisjourneyings,  came  to  the  village  where  they  dwelt,  "  Martha  received  him  into  her 
house.**  Whilst  she  was  busy  in  preparing  for  the  entertainment  of  Jesus,  and  the  company 
with  him,  *<  Mary  sat  at  Jesus*s  feet,  and  heard  his  word.  Martha  being  cumbered  about  much 
serving,**  came  to  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  requested  that  her  sister  might  **  help  her.**  He  answered 
•*  that  Mary  had  chosen  that  good,  [or  better]  part,  which  should  not  be  taken  away  from  her,** 
Luke  X.  38 — 42. 

Finally,  she  manifested  courage  and  resolution  in  this  action,  and  with  a  readiness  of  thought, 
that  is  exemplary,  she  laid  hold  of  the  opportunity.  Some  resolution  was  needful,  to  exceed 
the  common  measures  of  respect,  that  weie  usually  paid  to  Jesus.  She  actually  met  with  rebukes, 
that  were  discouraging:  but  our  Lord  interposed,  and  forbad  the  giving  her  any  trouble,  and 
declared,  that  this  action  should  be  long  and  often  mentioned  to  her  honour. 

These  virtues,  as  seems  to  me,  were  in  the  mind  of  this  woman  at  that  time.  I  presume,  I 
have  not  extolled  this  action  beyond  what  it  deserves.  I  have  had  no  such  design,  though  I 
have  been  willing  to  do  justice  to  it,  and  to  carry  on  the  fulfilment  of  our  Lord's  prediction, 
**  that  wheresover  the  gospel  shall  be  preached,  there  also  this,  which  this  woman  had  done, 
should  be  told  for  a  memorial  of  her.** 

But  something  still  remains.  It  is  not  enough,  that  we  celebrate,  or  acknowledge  the  good 
dispositions  of  this  woman.  We  are  to  imitate  the  virtues,  which  we  admire  in  others.  She 
behaved  coramendably  in  her  day.  We  are  to  do  so  in  ours.  She  lived  in  the  days  of  the 
Messiah,  when  he  abode  on  this  earth.  She  saw,  and  heard  him.  She  was  attentive,  and  open 
to  conviction.  She  discovered  his  merit,  and  the  evidences  of  his  high  character,  and  loved  and 
honoured  him  as  such,  when  many  others  despised  and  rejected  him.  And,  as  we  have  good 
reason  to  believe,  was  discreet  ana  virtuous  in  the  whole  of  her  conduct,  and  so  approved  herself 
to  be  a  true  disciple  of  Jesus. 

We  also  live  in  the  days  of  the  Messiah, .  which  are  times  of  greater  light  and  knowledge, 
than  any  former  times.  He  is  not  now  on  this  earth.  Nor  have  we  seen  him.  But*  we  have 
good  reason  to  believe  in  him,  and  love  him.  The  objects  of  faith  are  now  increased.  We 
believe  his  resurrection  from  the  dead,  and  his  ascension  to  heaven,  and  his  exaltation  to  power: 
and  have  better  assurance,  that  he  wUl  come  again,,  and  give  to  every  man  according  to  his 
work,  than  they  had,  who  saw  him  here  in  person.  We  should  behave  accordingly,  if  we  desire 
to  be  rewarded  hereafter.  We  should  be  diligent  in  improving  opportunities  of  serviceableness 
and  usefulness.  He  who  neglects  to  sow  at  the  proper  season,  must  not  expect  to  rejoice  in 
the  time  of  harvest.  And,  as  the  apostle  says,  *<  he  that  soweth  sparingly,  shall  reap  sparingly. 
And  he  that  soweth  bountifully,  shall  reap  bountifully,**  2  Cor.  ix.  6. 

5.  From  this,  and  other  passages  of  our  Lord's  lite,  we  can  evidently  perceive,  that,  with  all 
his  great  and  transcendent  wisdom,  he  did  not  disdain  what  we  call  the  weaker  sex :  but  allowed 
them  to  be  capable  of  true,  and  distinguished  worth  and  excellence. 

He  found  the  woman  of  Samaria  to  be  a  person  of  an  inquisitive  temper,  and  of  good  under- 
standing in  the  things  of  religion.  And  he  condescended  to  discourse  freely  with  her:  and 
more  clearly  declared  to  her  his  character  of  the  Messiah,  than  to  most  others.    John  iv. 

He  openly  testified  his  accepting  tlie  repentance  of  the  woman,  spoken  of  in  St.  Luke,  as 
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"  a  sinner,"  who  had  come  into  the  house  of  a  pharisee,  when,  he  sat  at  meat.  He  said  to  her : 
'*  Thy  sins  are  forgiven.*'  And  for  her  farther  assurance  and  comfort,  added :  «  Thy  faith  hath 
saved  thee.     Go  in  peace,**  Luke  iii.  86 — 50. 

How  acute  was  the  woman  of  Canaan,  and  how  ingenious  in  her  importunity !  And  how 
agreeable  was  the  answer,  which  in  the  end  our  Lord  gave  her  ?  *«  O  woman,  great  is  thy  faith. 
Be  it  unto  thee,  even  as  thou  wilt,**  Matt.  xv.  21 — 28. 

When  he  sat  in  the  temple  over  against  the  treasury,  and  saw.  many  rich  men  cast  in  their 
gifts,  a  poor  widow  woman,  who  cast  in  two  mites,  obtained  from  him  the  highest  commendation. 
**  Of  a  truth,  this  poor  widow  has  cast  in  more  than  they  all.  For  all  these  have  of  their  abund- 
ance cast  in  unto  tne  offerings  of  God :  but  she  of  her  penury  has  cast  in  all  the  living  that  she 
had,"  Luke  xxi.  1 — *. 

Yea  it  is  said,  that  **  Jesus  loved  Martha,  and  her  sister,  and  Lazarus,**  John  xi.  5.  Nor 
can  there  be  any  doubt,  that  they  were  worthy  of  the  esteem,  which  he  manifested  for  them. 
He  had  observed  in  them  qualities  of  the  mmd,  and  a  prudent  and  virtuous  conduct,  truly 
amiable  and  commendable.  That  was  a  happy  family  1  They  were  happy  in  each  other.  They 
were  likewise  happy  in  the  favour  and  friendship  of  tJesus  himself. 

And  not  to  mention  any  more  instances  of  this  kind,  St.  Luke  has  particularly  informed  uSy 
ihat  as  our  Lord  ^  went  throughout  every  city  and  village  of  Judea,  preaching  the  glad  tidings 
of  the  kingdom  of  God,  the  twelve  M^re  With  him,  and  certain  women,  which  had  been  healed  of 
edl  spirits,  and  infirmities:  Mary  Magdalen,  Joanna  the  wife  of  Chuza,  Herod*s  steward,  and 
Susanna,  and  many  others,  who  ministered  to  him  of  their  substance.**  Liike  viii.  1 — 3. 

And  it  seems,  that  they  made  great  proficiency  by  their  attendance  on  Jesus.  They  'must 
have  heard  many  of  his  t)ublic  discourses,  and  seen  many  of  his  miracles.  But  they  were  not 
present,  at  any  time,  wnen  our  L6rd  ate  the  paschal  supper  with  the  disciples.  Nor  did  they 
hear  his  affecting  discourses  at  those  seasons.  And  they  must  have  been  absent  upon  many  other 
occasions,  when  he  dicoursed  and  conferred  with  the  disciples.  In  this  respect  it  may  be  said, 
that  they  "  partook  of  the  crumbs  only^  that  fell  from  the  disciples  table.**  Their  improvements 
therefore  are  surprising.  For  they  appear  not  to  have  fallen  snort  of  the  apostles  themselves  in 
understanding,  faith,  zeal,  and  affection  for  Jesus. 

And  St.  Mark,  relating  the  conclusion  of  our  Lord*s  sufferings  on  the  cross,  says  :  "  There 
were  also  women  looking  on  afar  off.  Among  whom  was  Mary  Magdalen,  and  AJary  the  mother 
of  James  the  less,  and  of  Joses,  and  Salome.  Who  also,  when  he  was  in  Galilee,  followed  him, 
and  administered  urito  him  :  and  many  other  M'omen,  who  came  up  with  him  unto  Jerusalem, 
Matt.  XV.  40, 41.  •  ^ 

Those  women  therefore,  who  had  before  attended  upon  our  Lord,  persevered  in  their  faith 
to  the  end.  They  attended  his  crucifixion,  standing  afar  oft;  bewaih'ng  him.  They  afterwards 
observed,  where  they  laid  him.  And  early  on  the  first  day  of  the  week  came  to  the  sepulchre, 
with  rich  spices  to  embalm  him.  And  they  had  the  honour  to  be  the  first,  who  saw  the  Lord 
after  he  was  risen  from  the  dead. 

Permit  me  to  add  a  thought  or  two  more.  The  persons  named  by  St.  Luke  and  St.  Mark, 
as  following  our  Lord,  and  ministering  to  him,  were,  chiefly,  women  of  distinction,  and  of 
advanced  age.  Such  were  those,  who,  together  with  our  Lord's  mother,  showed  him  that  respect. 
Among  these  I  do  not  reckon  the  two  sisters  of  Lazarus.  They  appear  not  to  have  attended 
upon  our  Lord  anv  where,  but  at  their  own  home,  and,  in  the  company  of  their  brother,  at  the 
house  of  Simon  the  Leper,  a  neighbour  in  the  village  of  Bethany^  where  they  dwelt.  The 
reason  we  do  not  certainly  know.  But  it  may  have  been  owing  to  their  age.  If  they  were  still  in 
the  days  of  youth,  it  might  not  be  fit,  that  they  should  expose  themselves  abroad. 

Hence  we  can  infer,  that  the  number  of  women,  who  believed  in  Jesijis  as  the  Christ,  and 
professed  faith  in  him,  was  not  inconsiderable.  Many  of  these  there  were,  who  had  so  good 
understanding,  and  so  much  virtue,  as  to  overcome  the  common  and  prevailing  prejudice. 
Without  any  bias  of  passion,  or  worldly  interests,  and  contrary  to  the  judgments  and  menaces  of 
men  in  power,  >  they  judged  rightly  in  a  controverted  point,  of  as  much  importance  as  ever  was 
debated  on  this  earth. 

I  have  touched  upon  all  these  particulars,  by  way  of  encouragement  to  others.  Despair  to 
excel,  and  attain  to  eminence,  enervates  the  powers  of  action,  and  obstructs  those  advances  in 
kno^irledge  and  piety  which  otherwise  might  be  made.    High  stationa  and  public  employments 
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are  not  needful.  Eminent  virtue  may  be  in  any  station.  Wherever  it  is,  it  is  discerned  by  the 
penetrating  eye  of  Jesus,  and  is  beheld  with  approbation,  and  will  be  rewarded  by  him  in 
due  time. 

6.  This  text  gives  no  encouragement  to  those  honours,  approaching  to  idolatry,  or  altogether 
idolatrous,  which  some  have  since  given  to  departed  saints,  both  men  and  women. 

Our  Lord,  in  this  place,  s[)eaks  not  (^  any  such  thing.  And  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  tenour 
of  his,  and  his  apostles'  doctrine.  But  I  need  not  enlarge  upon  this,  in  an  assembly  of  persons, 
who  think  freely,  and  exercise  their  highest  power  of  reason  and  understimding  in  things  of 
religion,  as  well  as  about  matters  of  less  moment. 

7.  We  liave  in  this  history,  an  instance  of  the  favour  of  our  Lord  for  virtue. 

A  person  having  ]performed  an  action,  which  proceeded  from  laudable  dispositions,  be 
expresseth  his  approbation  of  it,  and  declares,  that  it  should  be  celebrated.  We  may  be  assured 
therefore,  that  when  our  Lord  shall  come  again,  to  judgment,  this  benevolent,  this  remunerative 
property  of  his  all-knowipg  and  perfect  mind,  will  be  gratified,  and  displayed  to  the  full.  He  will 
then  bestow  rewards,  answerable  to  the  riches,  the  honours,  the  delights  and  entertainments  of 
this  world :  but  greatly  surpassing  them,  and  the  ideas,  which  we  have  formed  from  what  now 
appears  to  us  mostsplendid  and  magnificent. 

8.  And  lastly.  This  text  teacheth  us  to  think,  and  judge  for  ourselves,  and  to  act  according  to 
the  light  of  our  own  judgment  and  understanding,  af^r  having  taken  due  care  to  be  wdl 
informed,  without  paymg  too  great  deference  to  tne  favourable,  or  the  unfavourable  sentences 
of  others. 

This  woman  met  with  checks  and  rebukes  in  her  testimony  of  respect  to  Jesus.  But  he 
approved  of  it.  Some  acts  of  charity,  some  works  of  goodness, which  appear  reasonable  and 
expedient  to  ourselves,  may  be  preferred  by  us  before  some  others,  which  are  in  more  general 
esteem.  Those  we  should  perform,  without  discouraging  these  others,  or  entirely  omitting  them« 
if  our  ability  can  reach  them  all.  But  every  man  is  Uie  beat  judge  of  his  own  abilities,  and  what 
is  most  proper  to  be  done  by  him,  in  the  circumstances,  in  which  he  is  placed,  and  the  relation 
he  hears  to  others.  If  we  perform  what  appears  to  ourselves  best  and  most  expedient,  with  a 
sincere  regard  to  the  glory  of  God :  and  upon  all  occasions  strive  to  excel  in  what  is  laudable  r 
we  need  not  doubt  the  approbation  of  our  Lord,  whose  judgment  is  the  most  impartialj  and  the 
most  equitable,  and  will  secure  such  rewards,  as  are  most  valuable  and  desirable^ 


SERMON  XXXL 

THE  KINGDOM  OF  HEAVEN  TAKEN  BY  FORCB. 

And  from  the  dai/s  of  John  the  Baptist^  until  now,  the  kingdom  qf  heaven  suffers  violence,  and  the 

violent  take  it  by  force.    Matt.  xi.  12. 

John  the  Baptist  sent  two  of  his  disciples  to  Jesus  with  that  question:  "  Art  thou  be  that  should 
come,  or  do  we  look  for  another  V*  Our  Lord  having  wrought  some  miracles  in  the  sight  of 
those  two  persons,  as  well  as  taught  the  people  in  their  hearing,  sends  them  back  again  to  John 
in  prison,  saying,  •*  Go,  and  show  John  the  things,  which  ye  do  hear  and  see/* 

When  they  had  departed,  our  Lord  took  that  opportunity  to  sneak  to  the*  multitudes 
concerning  John,  the  better  to  remove  their  prejudices  against  himseli,  and  the  gospel-dispen- 
sation. He  enlargeth  upon  John's  character,  whom  they  generally  owned  for  a  prophet  He 
tells  them,  that  they  therein  'judged  very  rightly.  He  was  a  prophet  indeed,  and  superior  to 
most,  or  any  of  the  prophets,  that  had  been  sent  to  them,  upon  account  of  the  doctrine  taught 
by  him :  which  was  pure  religion,  recommended  upon  forcible  motives  and  considerations. 

*<  Nevertheless,*'  adds  our  Lord,  *«  he  that  is  least  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  greater  than 
he.**    He  that  shall  receive  my  doctrine,  and  be  a  subj(^t  of  the  gc^pel  diq)en8ation,  fully 
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revealed  and  established,  wfll  excel  him  in  the  knowledge  of  religion  in  soine  respects^     As  much 
was  intimated  by  John  '  himself. 

It  follows  in  the  words  of  the  text :  "  And  from  the  days  of  John  the  Baptist  until  now,  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  suffers  violence,  and  the  violent  take  it  by  force."    As  if  he  said :  *  However 

*  after  all,  it  is. not  every  one  that  will  attain  to  this  excellence  and  dignity.     Such  are  the 

*  prejudices  that  obtain,  and  such  are  the  worldly  and  self-interested  views  of  many,  that  it  is  not 

*  without  considerable  diflBculty,  that  the  blessmgs  of  this  dispensation  will  be  secured.     And 

*  they  may  be  said  to  be  a  sort  of  violent  men,  that  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God,  now  setting 

*  up  in  the  world.* 

"  For  all  the  prophets  and  the  law  prophesied  until  John.'*  Hitherto,  you  have  had  the  teaching 
of  the  law  and  the  prophets.  But  the  genuine,  and  sublime  principles  of  true  religion  are  now 
more  clearly  taught.  And  more  self-denial  is  requisite  to  embrace  them,  than  many  are  willing 
to  practise  and  submit  to. 

There  is  a  parallel  place  in  St.  Luke,  which  is  in  these  words.  "  The  law  and  the  prophets 
were  until  John.  Since  that  the  kingdom  of  God  is  preached.  And  every  man,'*  who  enters 
into  that  kingdom,  "  presseth  into  it,"  Luke  xvi.  IB.  that  is,  forceth  his  way  into  it,  by  breaking 
through  many  obstacles. 

It  is  added  in  the  fore-cited  place  from  St.  Matthew,  where  our  Lord  is  discoursing  to  the 
people  concerning  John :  "  And,  if  ye  will  receive  it,  this  is  £lias,  which  was  to  come.  He  that 
nas  ears  to  hear  let  him  hear.'*  Which  expression  we  never  find  used  by  our  Lord,  but  when 
he  says  somewhat  of  great  importance,  or  which  men  were  prejudiced  against,  and  therefore  it 
required  more  than  ordinary  attention  and  honesty  of  mind,  to  admit  and  embrace.  For  though 
John  was  really  very  eminent,  and  at  his  first  appearance  raised  the  regard  of  the  whole  Jewish 
nation,  they  did  not  now  so  generally  consider  him,  in  his  proper  character  of  the  fore-runner 
of  the  Messiah  as  they  had  done. 

**  The  kingdom  of  heaven  suffers  violence,  and  the  violent  take  it  by  force."  Our  Lord,  by 
violent  men,  does  not  intend  such  as  are  injurious  to  others  in  their  rights  and  privileges.  Nor 
does  he  design  to  intimate,  that  any  violence  is  necessary  to  be  used  against  the  will,  and  disposals 
of  God  :  aa  if  hinderances  were  laid  in  the  way  of  men's  salvation  by  determinations  of  the 
Divine  Being,  secret  or  open.  For  God  is  ready,  graciously  to  receive  all  who  repent.  And 
Jesus  Christ  aJls  and  invites  all  in  general,  saying :  "  Come  unto  me,  all  ve  that  labour,  and 
are  heavy  laden:  and  I  will  give  you  rest."  But  the  force  here  spoken  of  is  that  resolution^ 
which  is  exerted  in  denying  ourselves,  and  overcoming  prejudices,  or  acting  contrary  to  some 
obstructions  laid  in  our  way  by  other  men. 

Not  to  enlarge  any  farther  in  a  general  way  concerning  the  meaning  of  this  observation  of 
our  Lord,  I  shall  endeavour  to  explain  it  by  representing^  in  several  particulars,  the  nature  of 
that  force,  which  is  here  spoken  of,  and  mention  divers  instances  of  the  violent  people  here 
intended.     After  which  I  may  add  some  reflections,  and  conclude* 

I.  I  shall  mention  some  particulars,  which  may  show  the  nature  of  the  force  here  spoken  of» 

1.  One  kind  of  force  here  intended  is  a  resolution  of  mind  to  receive  the  doctrine  ami 
precepts  of  strict  holiness  and  virtue,  though  contrary  to.  the  ordinary  bias  of  men.'s  appetites 
and  inclinations. 

If  religion  consisted  only  in  some  ritual  observances,  or  bodily  mortifications,  at  some  certain 
seasons;  it  would  not  be  so  difficult  a  thing,  nor  very  contrary  to  any  bad  habits  and  dispositions* 
But  true  religion,  sudi  a&  was  taught  by  John  the  Baptist,,  and.  by  our  Saviour,  is  a  doctrine  hard 
to  be  received,  and  complied  with,  cordially  ani  fully..  The  general  strain  and  tenour  of  their 
preaching  is,  **  repent :"  forsake  all  sin  :  return  to  God,  and  serve  him  in  the  practice  of  real 
holiness.  **  When  the  people  came  to  John^  and  asked  him,  saying.  What  shall  we  do  then  ?  He 
answered  and  said  unto  them  :  He  that  has  two  coats,  let  him  impart  to  him  that  has  none.*  And 
he  that  has  meat,  let  him  do  likewise,^'  Luke  iiiv  11.  Hard  doctrine!  And  it  requires  a  good 
deal  of  resolution  of  mind,  and  much  self-denial,  to  determine  to  put  it  in  practice,  by  parting  with 
our  all  upon  special  occasions,  or  our  superfluous,  ahundance^  from  time  to  time,  as  the  wants 
and  exigencies  of  men  may  demand. 

The  same  may  be  said  of  bis  other  admonitions  to  pnbUcans  and  soldiers,  that  they  shoyldL 

f  MaU.  iii.  II.  aod  olhcr  f hcci. 
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perform  the  dutips,  particularly  suited  to  their  employments,  and  forbear  the  exactions,  or  other 
offences,  which  their  way  of  life  more  especially  inclined  them  to.     Luke  iii.  12 — 14. 

Such  was  John's  doctrine.     And  certainly  our  Lord's  was  of  the  same  kind,  and  an  improve* 

tnent  of  it declaring,  that  unless  "  men's  righteousness  exceeded  the  righteousness  of  th^ 

scribes  and  pharisees,  they  could  in  no  case  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven,'*  or  obtain  the 
everlasting  happiness  of  the  life  to  come. 

Our  Lord's  precepts  are  very  difficult,  as  they  are  contrary  to  generally  prevailing  affections 
and  inclinations,  enjoining  purity  of  heart  and  lite,  meekness  under  provocationst  and  forgive- 
ness of  iniuries. 

Compliance  with  these  rules  and  precepts  he  has  himself  comjpared  to  the  parting  with  a 
valuable  member  of  the  body,  saying :  "  If  thy  right  eye  offend  thee,  pluck  it  out,  and  cast  it 
from  thee.  For  it  is  profitable  for  thee,  that  one  of  thy  members  should  perish,  and  not  that  tiiy 
whole  body  should  be  cast  into  hell,"  Matt.  v.  29,  SO.     And  what  there  follows. 

And  in  regard  to  the  difficulty  of  this  holy  conduct,  and  this  complete  CQuquest,  which  we 
ought  to  make  of  irregular  appetites  and  passions,  his  apostles  have  delivered  some  of  their 
exhortations  in  such  terms  as  these :  "  Mortify  your  members,  which  are  upopa  the  earth  j  an^ 
crucify  the  flesh,  with  the  corrupt  affections,  and  lusts  thereof" 

2.  Another  kind  of  violence  intended  by  our  Lord  is  the  quitting  favourite  notions  and 
prejudices,  upon  sufficient  evidence,  and  with  mature,  serious  and  diligent  consideration. 

It  is,  undoubtedly,  somewhat  difficult  to  part  with  opinions  that  have  been  long  entertained, 
and  thereby  to  own  that  we  were  once  in  the  wrong.  Prejudices  are  sometimes  strengthened  by 
ibnd  affections,  which  increase  the  difficulty  of  parting  with  them.  This  was  very  much  the  case 
of  the  Jewish  people  in  general.  They  expected  in  the  Messiah  a  glorious  prince,  a  successful 
and  victorious  warrior,  a  king  that  should  reign  over  thein  with  power  and  splendour,  and  enrich 
them  with  the  spoils  of  the  nations. 

They  thirsted  for  the  pleasure  of  being  Revenged  iipon  the  gentiles,  the  Greeks  and  the 
Romans,  who  had  successively  brought  them  into  subjection,  and  laid  them  under  tribute;  And 
many  were  in  expectation  of  some  of  the  most  profitable  and  honourable  posts  of  this  extensive 
empire.  They  were  intent  upon  the  external  ordinances  of  the  law  of  Moses  j  but  thought 
little  about  any  precepts  or  encouragements  of  internal  religion  and  real  virtue. 

It  must  therefore  have  been  the  effect  of  serious  consideration^  that  any  embraced  Jesus  s^ 
the  Messiah  upon  the  evidence  of  his  miracles,  and  the  testimony  of  John,  and  such  like  argu- 
ments :  whilst  they  saw  nothing  in  him  suited  to  the  idea,  which  most  had  formed  of  a  worldly 
prince.  And  yet  there  were  some,  yea  many,  who  believed  on  him,  **  when  they  saw  the 
miracles  that  he  did,"  John  iii.  2  ;  ch.  vii.  Si  ;  ch.  ix.  30—38.  To  these  our  Lord  iipputes  a 
laudable  violence  and  zeal,  in  distinguishing  themselves  from  the  most. 

All  the  disciples  of  our  Lord  are  to  be  remembered  here,  who  overcame,  in  part  at  leasts  at 
the  very  beginning,  some  prejudices :  who  made  a  profession,  that  he  was  the  Christ,  the  Son  pf 
God,  and  adhered  to  him  as  having  the  words  of  eternal  life :  though  they  did  still  maintain  hopes 
of  seeing  him  appear,  s©mie  tiiiie,  with  worldly  glory. 

Nathanael  is  a  plain  instance  of  a  m^n,  who  gave  up  bis  prejudices,  and  false  notions,  upon 
evidence.  "  Philip  finding  Nathanael,  and  saith  unto  him  :  We  have  found  him,  of  whom  Moses 
in  the  law,  and  the  prophets  did  write,  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  the  son  of  Joseph.  And  Nathanael 
said  :  Can  there  any  good  thing  come  out  of  Nazareth  ?'*  John  i.  45 — 51.  Nevertheless,  when 
Jesus  had  manifested  extraordinary  knowledge,  he  answered,  and  said  unto  hipi:  "  Rabbi^  thou 
art  the  Son  God,  thou  art  the  king  Israel.** 

This  must  have -been  true  of  all  in  general,  among  the  Jewish  people,  who  at  that  time 
believed  in  Jesus.  They  did  give  up,  in  some  measure,  though  not  yet  entirely,  some  notioris 
that  had  for  a  while  a  deep  rooting  in  their  minds. 

S.  Another  kind  of  violence  intended  by  our  Lord,  is  quitting  some  present  worldly  advan- 
tages, for  the  sake  of  the  gospel,  and  making  a  profession,  of  the  truths  of  religion,  against  much 
opposition,  and  notwithstanding  difficulties  and  discouragements. 

This  kind  of  violence  was  practised  by  many,  if  not  all  Christ's  disciples,  whom  he  chose  to 
be  his  apostles.  They  had  at  nrst,  in  believing  in  him,  as  before  said,  yielded  up  some  prejudices 
and  wrong  notions,  in  part  at  least.  And  in  obeying  his  call,  to  foUow  him,  and  attend  upon 
him,  they  resigned  some  earthly  advantages.    They  left  their  employments,  the  ordinary  means 
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of  their  subsifftence.  And  they  would  be^  for  the  most  part,  removed  from  the  society  of  their 
friends  and  relatives.  They  never  were  great  in  the  world.  Yet  they  practised  a  seff-denjdng 
part  for  the  present*  And  Peter  once  said  to  our  Lord ;  "  We  have  left  all  and  followed  thee. 
What  shall  we  have  therefore  ?*' 

All  who  then  believed  in  Jesus,  and  made  a  profession  of  his  being  the  Christy  must  have  with- 
stood some  opposition,  and  met  with  difficulties  and  discouragements.  They  went  against  the 
stream  of  the  nation.  They  fell  under  some  reproaches^  by  believinff  in  one  as  tlie  Messiah,  who 
made  so  mean  an  appearance  in  this  world.  Some  who  did  not  opeiuy,  and  upon  all  occasions, 
acknowledge  him,  did  at  some  seasons  show  considerable  resolution.  Nicodemus,  who  at  the 
first  came  to  Jesus  by  night,  spoke  in  his  favour,  in  the  Jewish  council;  for  which  he  was  checked 
and  insulted,  as  very  ignorant.  "  They  answered,  and  said  unto  him,  Art  thou  also  of  Galilee  ? 
Search,  and  look :  for  out  of  Gralilee  ariseth  no  prophet,"  John  vii.  51,  52.  And  he  joined  with 
Joseph  of  Arimathea,  in  giving  our  Lord  an  honourable  burial  after  he  bad  beeu  crucified, 
ch.  xix.  39,  40. 

:  I  need  not  now  observe  particularly,  in  how  remarkable  a  manner  the  apostles  of  Jesus,  and 
the  first  believers  at  Jerusalem,  practised  the  violence  here  spoken  of^  afler  his  ascension,  whem 
they  professed,  or  taught  in  the  name  of  Jesus,  under  the  greatest  difficulties.  Nor  need  I  stay 
to  show,  how.  the  kingdom  of  heaven  was  taken  by  violence  afterwards,  and  how  the  violent  took 
it  by  force,  for  a  long  while,  under  heathen  emperors :  when  professing  the  Christian  religion 
was  prohibited  by  edicts  :  and  it  could  not  be  embraced,  but  with  manuest  hazard  of  life  itself^ 
and  all  that  is  dear  in  the  world. 

4.  Another  thing  very  probably  intended  here,  is  the  willing  forwardness,  and  resolute  zeal 
of  many  in  embracing  the  principles  of  true  religion,  and  entering  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven,, 
who,  to  outward  appearance,  were  the  most  unlikely  of  any,  to  have  a  share  in  the  blessings  ^nd. 
privileges  of  the  gospel. 

Here  I  shall  mention  three  sorts  of  persons :  men  of  mean  rank,  and  low  education :  men  ot 
unreputable  character,  and  of  a  sinful,  vicious  course  oFKfe:  and  the  gentiles. 

1.)  I  observe  here  the  forward  and  resolute  zeal  of  meh  of  mean  rank. 

Our  JLord  did  not  require,  assent, .without  sufficient  evidence,  that. his  doctrine  was  from 
heaven.  Indeed,  he  gave  abundant  i)roof  of  it.  But  it  was  reasonable  to  expect,  that  mea  ot 
a  liberal  education,  and  of  experience  in  the  worid,  and  in  easy  circumstances,,  snould  first  discernr 
the  evidences  of  truth  and  yield  to  them.  It  might  therefore  have  been  expected,,  that  the  scribes 
.  and  Pharisees,  should  first  of  all  have  owned  our  Lord^^s  character,  and  have  perceived,  that  the 
works  done  by  him  were  works  of  divine  power.  In  Jesus  also  were  fulfilled  many  ancient  pro- 
phecies.  .And  it  might  have  been  thought,  that  the  scribes  and  pharisees,  versed  in  the  law„ 
should  have  first  discerned  this  fulfilment.  But  yet,  instead  of  this,  they  werp,  generally,  the 
meaner  people,  who  believed  in  him,  and  publicly  professed  him* 

Of  this  number  were  most,  or  all  our  Lord's  disciples,  men  of  mean  employments,  and  low 
education,  though  not  poor  or  destitute.  Such  were  most  of  the  rest,  who  believed  in.  him.. 
These  were  the  men,  who  most  admired  the  wisdom  of  his  words,  and  the  greatness  of  his  miracles.- 
As  St.  Matthew  observes  at  the  conclusion  of  the  sermon  on  the  moimt.  "  When  Jesus  had 
ended  all  these  sayings,  the  pec^le  were  astonished  at  his  doctrine..  For  he  taught  Uiem  as  one 
having  authority,  and  not  as  the  scribes,*^  Matt.  vii.  38,  29- 

This  is  the  more  remarkable,  and  the  more  properly  styled  by  our  Lord,  "taking  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  by  force,'' :  because  the  scribes  and  pnarisees,  the  more  knowing,  and  the  more  powerful 
men  of  the  nation,  did  all  they  could  to  discourage  the  people,  by  many  insinuations  to  the  pre- 

{'udice  of  Jesus.     And  hereby  and  by  other  means,  as  our  Lord  told  them,  "  they  shut  up  the 
iingdom  of  heaven  again^  men.     Tliey  neither  went  in  themselves,  neither  suffered  they  then^ 
that  were  entering,  to  go  in."  Matt,  xxiii.  IS^ 

In  this  respect  also  the  matt  born  blind  is  to  be  reckoned  amoi%  them  that  took  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  by  force.  Notwitstanding  the  disadvantages  which  he  had  lain  under,  by  his  total  and 
early  blindness,  and  notwithstanding  the  meanness  of  his  condition,  he  withstood  the  arguments 
as  well  as  threatenings  of  the  Jewish  council:  and. insisted  upon  it  that  he  who  had  cured  him,. 
**  was  a  prophet,"  John  ix.  17-  They  were  sa  offended,  as  to  excommunicate  him.  He  neverthe- 
less continued  firm  in  his  persuasion,  and  proceeded  yet  lai ther,  owning  Jpsus  to  be  the  ChrisU 
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Of  this  number  also  may  be  reckoned  the  officers  of  the  high  priest,  who  had  been  sent  oiit 
to  apprehend  our  Lord,  who  when  they  returned,  and  were  rebuked  for  not  bringing  him, 
answered,  "  Never  man  spake  like  this  man,*'  John  vii.  46. 

2.  Among  the  people  of  a  forward  and  resolute  zeal  we  must  place  some  men  of  unreputable 
characters,  and  a  bad  course  of  life.  These  might  be  thought  less  likely  than  others.  And  yet 
some  of  these  embraced  the  doctrine  of  true  religion,  and  entered  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
Therefore  it  is  said :  "  And  all  the  people  that  heard  him,  and  the  publicans,  justified  God,  being 
baptized  with  the  baptism  of  John.  But  the  pharisees  and  lawyers  rejected  the  counsel  of  God 
against  themselves,  not  being  baptized  of  him,"  Luke  vii.  29,  SO.  That  is,  there  were  more  of 
the  publicans,  and  mean  people,  who  came  to  John's  baptism,  and  who  also  heard  Christ  gladly, 
than  of  the  scribes  and  pharisees.  The  publicans  were  reckoned  men  of  a  sordid  and  unreputable 
profession.  And  though  they  were  most  of  them  Jews  by  birth  and  religion,  the  pharisees,  and 
many  others  disliked  them  for  collecting  the  Roman  tribute,  and  would  not  willingly  converse 
with  them,  or  sit  at  table  with  them. 

Amon^  these  was  one  of  our  Lord's  disciples,  who  upon  the  call  of  Jesus,  "  left  all,  and 
followed  him,'*  Luke  v.  28. 

Another  remarkable  instance  is  "  Zaccheus,  who  was  the  chief  among  the  publicans.  He 
sought  to  see  Jesus.  And  afterwards  received  him  joyfully.  When  the  multitude  saw  this,  they 
all  murmured,  saying,  That  he  was  gone  to  be  guest  with  a  man  that  is  a  sinner.''  But  he  was  a 
true  penitent,  and  so  sincere  and  warm  was  his  zeal,  <<  that  he  gave  the  half  of  his  goods  to  the 
poor,"  Luke  xix.  2—^ ;  and  engaged  to  make  ample  restitution,  if  he  had  wronged  any  in  the 
way  of  his  employment. 

There  is  also  recorded  in  the  gospels  a  notable  instance  of  a  person  of  a  sinful  course  of  life, 
who  came  to  our  Lord,  and  showed  proofs  of  repentance,  ana  paid  him  the  highest  tokens  of 
affection,  respect  and  honour :  and  all  this  without  the  approbation,  or  leave  of  the  pharisee,  at 
whose  house  Jesus  then  was^  and  contrary  to  the  rules  and  maxims  of  the  governing  sect  among 
the  Jewish  people. 

3.  Among  people  of  a  forward  and  resolute  zeal  are  to  be  reckoned  the  gentiles,  who  seemed 
not  so  likehr  to  embrace  the  principles  of  true  religion.  But  they  also  took  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  by  force. 

There  were  some  early  and  remarkable  instances.  A  centurion,  whose  servant  was  sick  of 
the  palsy,  sent  messengers  to  our  Lord.  "  Jesus  said  he  would  come,  and  heal  him.  But  the 
centurion  answered,  and  said :  Lord,  I  am  not  worthy,  that  thou  shouldst  come  under  my  roof. 
Speak  the  word  only,  and  my  servant  shall  be  healed."  Whereupon,  it  is  said,  that  **  Jesus 
marvelled,  and  said  to  them  that  followed  him :  I  have  not  found  so  great  faith,  no,  not  in  Israel^** 
Matt.  viii.  6-^10. 

The  woman  of  Canaan  is  another  of  these  violent  people,  of  whom  our  Lord  here  speaks  in 
the  text,  who  pressed  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  strove  to  partake  in  its  blessings  and  pri- 
vileges. •*  She  cried  unto  him,  saying :  Have  mercy  on  me,  O  Lord,  thou  son  of  David,  my 
daughter  is  grievously  vexed  with  a  devil."  Our  Lord  was  pleased  to  try  her  faith,  that  the  truth 
and  eminence  of  it  might  be  unquestioned.  "  But  he  answered  her  not  a  word;  His  disciples 
came,  and  besought  him,  saying:  Send  her  away,  for  she  crieth  after  us.  But  he  answered  and 
said:  I  am  not  sent  but  unto  the  lost  sheep  of  me  house  of  Israel."  Yet  she  is  not  discouraged, 
^^llien  came  she,  and  worshipped  him,  saying:  Lord,  help  me.  But  he  answered,  and  said:  It 
is  not  meet  to  take  the  children's  bread,  and  cast  it  to  dogs.  And  she  said:  Truth,  Lord.  Yet 
the  dogs  eat  of  the  crumbs,  which  fell  from  the  children's  table.  Then  Jesus  answered  and  said 
unto  her :  O  woman,  great  is  thy  faith.     Be  it  unto  thee,  as  thou  wilt,"  Matt  xv.  9S, — ^28. 

And  so  it  was  also  afterwards.  When  the  kingdom  of  heaven  was  more  fully  manifested  to 
men,  upon  the  ascension  of  Christ,  and  the  publication  of  the  gospel  to  the  gentiles,  there  were 
more  of  these  who  believed,  and  came  into  thelcingdom  of  God,  than  of  the  Jews:  though  the 
gospel  was  firsit  preached  to  them,  and  though  the  unbelieving  Jews,  every  where,  did  all  that  lay 
in  their  power  to  obstruct  the  reception  of  the  gentiles,  and  forbad  the  apostles  to  preach  to  them, 
•*  that  they  might  be  saved,"  1  Thess.  ii.  16. 

I  do  not  stay  to  allege  proofs,  or  instances  of  this,  out  of  the  Acts,  or  the  Epistles,  where  they 
may  be  easily  found.  1  shall  only  refer  to  Acts  xiii.  42 — 48 ;  where  is  the  account  *of  the 
preaching  of  Paul  and  Barnjbas  in  the  synagogue  at  Antioch  in  Fisidia.    ••  And  when  the  Jews 
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were  gone  out  of  the  S3magogue,  the  gentiles  besought,  that  these  words  mi^ht  be  preached  to 
them  the  next  sabbath.  And  the  next  sabbath  day  came  almost  the  whole  city  to  hear  the  word 
of  God.  But  when  the  Jews  saw  the  multitudes,  they  were  filled  with  envy,  and  spake  against 
those  things  which  were  spoken  by  Paul,  contradicting,  and  blaspheming.  Bat  the  gentiles 
rejoiced,  and  glorified  the  word  of  the  Lord.  And  as  many  as  were  ordained,"  or  disposed,  or 
prepared,  "  for  eternal  life,  believed.** 

All  which  was  often  prophetically  represented  beforehand  by  our  Lord  in  divers  of  his  beautiful 
parables.  With  regard  to  this  event,  he  also  said :  "  The  first  will  be  last,  and  the  last  first." 
And  after  the  commendation  of  the  centurion's  faith :  "  I  say  unto  you.  That  many  shall  come 
from  the  east,  and  from  the  west,  and  shall  sit  down  with  Abraham,  and  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  in  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.  But  the  children  of  the  kingdom,**  who  had  so  many  superior  advantages, 
<*  shall  be  cast  out  into  outer  darkness.** 

Thus  I  have  endeavoured  to  explain  the  nature  of  the  ^iolence,  which  our  Lord  here  speaks 
ofi  and  have  mentioned  some  instances  of  it. 

To  use  the  words  of  a  pious  and  pathetic  writer,  *  upon  this  subject :  *  Now  it  was,  that 

*  multitudes  should  throng  and  crowd  to  enter  in  at  the  strait  gate,  and  press  into  the  kingdom : 

<  and  the  younger  brother  should  snatch  the  inheritance  from  the  elder :  the  unlikely  from  the 

<  more  likely :  the  Gentiles  from  the  Jews,  the  strangers  from  the  natives,  and  publicans  and 
«  sinners  from  the  scribes  and  pharisees.      Who  like  violent  men  shall  by  theif  importunity, 

*  obedience,  watchfulness  and  diligence,  snatch  the  kingdom  of  heaven  from  those  to  whom  it  was 

*  first  offered.* 

Application..  I  shall  now  conclude  with  a  few  remarks,  tending  to  illustrate  this  argument, 
and  to  confirm  the  explication  which  has  been  given  of  the  text. 

1.  From  what  has  been  said,  we  may  perceive,  that  when  our  Lord  says,  the  kingdom  of . 
heaven  "  suffers  violence,  and  the  violent  take  it  by  force:**  the  primary  meaning  of  "  the  kingdom 
of  heaven**  is  "  the  kingdom  of  God**  under  the  Messiah,  or  the  gospel-dispensation.  But  as 
Embracing  the  doctrine  of  the  gospel,  and  obeying  its  rules  and  precepts,  is  the  sure  way  to  obtain 
the  happiness  of  heaven ;  it  is  also  true,  that  the  future  happiness  is  likely  to  be  the  portion  of 
those  who  practise  the  zeal  and  resolution  here  intended. 

2.  True  Christians  are  the  most  unlikely  of  any  men,  to  do  any  wrong,  or  violence  to  others, 
for  the  sake  of  the  honours,  riches,  or  other  advantages  of  this  world.  For  they  are  men,  who 
take  the  kingdom  of  heaven  by  violence.  Truth,  the  principles  of  religion,  improvement  in 
virtue,  and  the  future  everlasting  happiness,  are  the  things  they  are  most  intent  upon:  for  the 
promoting,  and  securing  of  which,  they  are  willing  to  part  with  aJl  earthly  advantages,  if  the 
circumstances  of  things  should  require  it. 

3.  It  may  be  observed  that  the  several  kinds  of  violence  which  have  been  mentioned,  as 
intended  in  these  expressions,  may  be  all  found  united  in  one  and  the  same  person.  He  may 
resolve  to  deny  irregular  appetites  and  afiections,  and  bring  them  into  conformity  to  the  strictest 
rules  of  virtue.  He  may  embrace  the  principles  of  religion,  contrary  to  former  prejudices,  and 
notwithstanding  external  difficulties  and  discouragements.  The  same  person  may  do  all  this,  and 
likewise  be  one  of  those,  who  are  of  low  condition,  and  who  had  but  a  mean  education  j  and  who 
also  once  was  involved  in  a  bad  course  of  life. 

4.  The  violence,  of  which  our  Lord  speaks,  may  be,  and  still  is  often  practised  in  the  world. 
Still  some  may  forsake  errors,  which  had  been  for  a  while  entertained,  and  may  overcome  the 
prejudices  of  early  age,  and  gain  more  generous  sentiments,  than  had  been  first  instilled  into  them. 

Whenever  great  corruptions  are  brought  into  the  church  of  Christ,  and  the  profession  of 
religion,  truth  is  not  to  be  recovered  without  a  great  deal  of  resolution.  The  glorious  reforma- 
tion made  in  these  parts  of  the  world  from  the  numerous  and  gross  corruptions  of  the  church  of 
Rome,  was  a  work  of  this  kind.  The  violent  then  took  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  seized  truth 
by  force.  They  improved  their  sentiments  by  serious,  diligent,  and  impartial  inquiries  after 
knowledge :  when  their  superiors  would  have  kept  them  in  ignorance  and  error :  by  exerting 
themselves  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  and  in  favour  of  an  open  profession  of  truth :  when  princes 
and  priests,  and  the  majority  of  every  religious  and  civil  community,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power, 
supported  those  errors  and  corruptions,  which  had  been  long  before  introduced  into  the  profession 
ofChristianity. 
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5.  -Once  more,  for  iHustrating  this  point,  it  may  be  observed,  that  the  violence,  which  our 
Lord  here  speaks  of,  is  the  same  thing  which  is  recommended  in  some  precepts,  and  represented 
likewise  in  figurative  expressions*  For  it  is  the  same,  as  "  striving  to  enter  in  at  the  strait  gate,'* 
and  **  seeking  the  kingdom  of  heaven  and  its  righteouness  in  the  first  place."  It  is  also  repre- 
sented in  such  parables  as  these :  "  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  unto  a  treasure  hid  in  a  field 
'" — the  which  when  a  man  has  found,  he  hideth,  and  for  joy  thereof  goeth  and  selleth  all  that  he 
hath,  and  buyeth  that  field.  Again,  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  unto  a  merchantman,  seeking 
goodly  pearls :  who,  when  he  had  found  one  pearl  of  great  price,  went  and  sold  all  that  he  had, 
and  bought  it/*  Matt.  xiii.  44,  45,  46. 

Let  the  same  laudable  disposition  of  mind  be  in  us.  Let  the  same  just  estimation  of  things 
be  the  principle  of  our  action.  Let  us  "  buy  the  truth'*  at  any  rate,  but  "  not  part  with  it,*' 
Prov.  xxiii.  23,  for  any  worldly  consideration  whatever.  And  let  us  hold  fast  our  integrity,  and 
be  steady  to  the  interests  of  truth,  and  the  rules  of  virtue,  unmoved  either  by  the  frowns  or  the 
smiles  of  this  deceitful  world.  So  shall  we  secure  the  true  riches,  and  that  honour,  which  will 
never  be  sullied. 


SERMON  XXXn. 

VIRTUE  RECOMMENDED  UNDER  THE  SIMIUTUDE  OF  WHITE  RAIMENT. 

I  counsel  thee  to  bug  qfme  gold  tried  in  the  JtrCj  that  thou  mnyest  be  rich:  and  "white  raiment^ 
that  thou  may  est  be  clothed ^  and  that  the  shame  of  thy  nakedness  do  not  appear:  and  anoint  thy 
eyes  with  eye^salvcy  that  thou  may  est  see.  Rev.  iii.  18. 

VIRTUE  is  in  itself  reasonable  and  excellent:  and,  impartially  beheld  in  its  native  beauty, 
might  attract  and  charm  every  rational  being.  But  in  this  imperfect  state  of  the  human  nature, 
thoughtless  and  unattentive,  or  engaged  by  mean  and  worthless  objects,  or  biassed  and  prejudiced 
by  some  sordid  affection,  or  the  appearance  of  present  interest ;  abundance  of  care  and  labour, 
repeated  applications,  and  a  variety  of  methods,  are  needful  to  excite  their  attention  to  the 
greatest  excellence,  and  to  enlighten  and  direct  them,  lest  they  mistake  the  truth,  and  pursue 
vanity  and  misery,  instead  of  laying  hold  of  substantial  and  durable  happiness. 

virtues  are  the  habits  and  dispositions  of  the  mind.  But  invisible  and  spiritual  things  are 
often  represented  by  expressions  borrowed  from  things  corporeal  and  sensible.  There  is  a  kind 
of  necessity  of  it  in  the  present  condition.  Such  descriptions  are  of  special  use  to  affect  the 
mind,  and  excite  in  it  a  regard  to  the  loveliness  of  virtue :  which,  as  it  is  valuable,  is  represented 
by  riches :  as  it  is  ornamental,  by  a  white  or  splendid  garment.  And  because  the  practice  of  it 
u  extremely  reasonable,  and  is  founded  upon  the  justest  notions  and  principles,  and  is  therefore 
the  truest  wisdom ;  it  is  compared  to  what  helps  the  sight,  and  enables  men  to  discern  things  in 
a  clear  and  proper  light.     These  several  representations  do  all  occur  in  this  text 

And,  as  the  practice  of  virtue  is  in  this  world  attended  with  difficulties,  and  good  men  are 
liable  to  opposition  from  others;  their  life' is  also  represented  by  a  warfare,  and  those  dispositions, 
that  are  helpful  to  secure  their  Success  and  perseverance,  are  recommended  under  the  notion  of 
armour :  as  in  the  well-known  passage  of  St.  Paul  in  the  sixth  chapter  to  the  Ephesians. 

The  words  of  the  text  are  a  part  of  the  message  of  pui  exalted  Lord  to  the  angel  of  the 
church  of  the  Laodiceans,  and  in  him  to  the  whole  church :  ver.  I7.  "  Because  thou  sayest,  I  am 
rich,  and  increased  with  goods,  and  have  need  of  nothing.'*  There  is  a  gradation.  It  is  a  great 
thing  to  be  rich.  It  is  still  more,  to  be  increased  or  abound  with  goods.  But  it  is  the  height  of 
prosperity,  to  have  need  of  nothing.  This  was  their  opinion  of  their  state.  And  so  many  are 
apt  to  think  of  themselves,  who  embrace  the  principles  of  religion,  and  profess  Christianity.  They 
suppose,  that  they  want  nothing  necessary  to  salvation,  and  that  they  are  high  in  the  favour 
of  God. 

<<  And  knowest  not,  that  thou  art  wretched,  and  miserable,  and  poor,  and  blind,  and  naked/^. 
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Bilt  notwithstanding  that  high  conceit  of  your  circumstances,  you  are  indeed  "  wretched,  and 
miserable:**  and  so  unhappy,  as  to  be  the  greatest  objects  of  ^compassion.  You  are  "poor," 
quite  destitute  of  triie  riches :  "  and  blind,**  not  having  a  just  discernment  of  things,  and  of  your 
t)wn  case :  "  and  naked,**  wanting  that  righteousness,  whicTi  is  the  proper  and  best  clothing  of 
men  and  Christians,  without  which  you  cannot  appear  before  God  with  acceptance. 

**  I  counsel  thee.**  He  might  command  as  a  master.  But  he  rather  adviseth  as  a  friend, 
concerned  for  their  welfare. 

"  I  counsel  thee,  to  buy  of  me  gold  tried  in  the  fire,  that  thou  mayBst  be  rich.**  To  buy  is  to 
secure  and  obtain  by  prayer  and  entreaty,' serious  care  and  endeavour,  diligent  labour  and  pains. 
The  seeking  of  wisdom  is  often  compared  to  merchandise :  Says  Solomon :  "  Happy  is  the  man 
that  findeth  wisdom,  and  the  man  that  getteth  understanding.  For  the  merchandise  thereof  is 
better  than  the  merchandise  of  silver,  and  the  gain  thereof  than  fine  gold,"  Prov.  iii.  13,  14. 
And  he  directs  men  to  "buy  the  truth,  and  sell  it  not,"  ch.  xxiii.  23.  And  says  our  Lord  him- 
self: "  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  unto  a  merchantman,  seeking  goodly  pearls :  who,  when 
he  had  found  one  pearl  of  great  price,  went,  and  sold  all  that  he  had,  and  bought  it,'*  Matt,  xiii. 
45,  46. 

"Gold  tried  in  the  fire  :**  that  is,  the  purest  gold  :  true  virtue,  that  true  holiness,  which  is  of 
the  highest  value:  that  "thou  mayest  be  rich"  indeed,  not  in  opinion  and  thought  only:  and 
«*  mayest"  also  abound,  or  "  be  increased  with  goods.** 

Other  texts  of  scripture  will  confirm  this  interpretation.  "  Now  ye  are  full,**  says  St.  Paul  to 
the  Corinthians,  "  now  ye  are  rich.  Ye  have  reigned  as  kings  without  us.  And  I  wish  ye  did 
reign,  that  we  also  might  reign  with  you,**  1  Cor.  Iv.  8.  Again  :  "Ye  know  the  grace  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  though  he  was  rich,  for  your  sake  he  became  poor,  that  ye  through  his 
poverty  might  be  rich,**  2  Cor.  viii.  9.  And  the  same  apostle*directs  Timothy  to  "  charge  those 
who  are  rich  in  this  world,  that  they  do  good,  that  they  be  rich  in  good  works,  faying  up  ia 
store  for  themselves  a  good  foundation  against  the  time  to  come,  that  they  may  lay  hold  on 
eternal  life,*'  1  Tim.  vi.  I7. 

Thus  it  is  common  to  represent  wisdom  and  virtue,  and  abounding  in  good  works,  and  also 
the  heavenly  happiness,  by  riches  and  treasure.  ^Vhen  therefore  our  Lord  says  here,  "  that  thou 
mayest  be  rich,**  the  meaning  is,  that  these  Christians  migUk  be  truly  virtuous,  and  practise  good 
works,  and  have  a  treasure  of  happiness  laid  up  in  heaven. 

"  And  white  raiment,  that  thou  mayest  be  clothed.*'  By  this  figure  of  "  white"  or  splendid 
•*  raiment*'  is  meant  much  the  same  thing  that  was  before  spoken  of  under  the  similitude  of 
*«  gold."  He  had  told  them,  that  they  were  "  naked,*'  as  well  as  "  poor.**  In  conformity  to 
that  allusive  description  of  their  wretched  condition,  he  recommends  to  them  to  provide  be- 
coming raiment  for  their  covering,  even  that  true  righteousness  which  is  most  comfortable,  and 
ornamental,  and  acceptable  in  the  sight  of  God. 

"  And,*'  finally,  "  anoint  thine  eyes  with  eye-salve,  that  thou  mayest  see.**  Seek  also  of  nle 
a  clear  knowledge  and  discernment  of  things,  especially  of  the  principles  and  obligations  of  re- 
li^on.  Then  you  wilt  be  able  to  judge  rightly  concerning  your  own  case,  and  will  understand 
what  God  requires  of  you,  and  will  not  take  up  with  an  empty  profession,  only,  and  rely  upon 
external  privileges,  as  a  ground  of  acceptance  with  God,  and  a  qualification  for  the  happiness  of 
another  life. 

"  I  counsel  thee  to  buy  of  me  white  raiment,  that  thou  mayest  be  clothed,  and  that  the 
shame  of  thy  nakedness  do  not  appear.'* 

These  words,  as  may  appear  from  the  coherence,  and  the  general  explication  already  given 
of  them,  will  lead  me  to  treat  of  holiness,  or  virtue,  and  the  practice  of  it,  under  the  idea  of 
"raiment,**  or  "  white**  and  splendid  "raiment:'*  in  doing  which  I  shall  take  the  following 
method : 

L  1  shall  observe  some  texts  of  scripture  in  which  this  metiiphor  is  used. 

II.  I  would  show  particulariy  what  is  meant  by  "  white  raiment." 

III.  1  shall  endeavour  to  show  the  grounds  and  reasons  of  this  metaphorical  allusion. 

IV.  After  which  I  shall  conclude  with  a  practical  application. 

I.  In  the  first  place  I  would  observe  some  texts^  of  scripture,  where  this  metaphor  is  used, 
chiefly  those  of  the  Old  Testament,  where  there  are  many  examples  of  it,  which  nave  in  them 
such  Beauty  and  elegance,  as  must  needs  reconcile  us  to  the  use  of  it,  and  convince  ii»  of  lt5 

2l2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


24f4  Virtue  recommended  under  the  ShniUtude  qf  white  Rmment. 

fitiiess  and  propriety.  In  this  manner  is  Job's  commendable  behaviour  in  the  time  of  his  prosT 
perity  described :  "  I  put  on  righteousness,  and  it  clothed  me,  and  judgment  as  a  robe  and 
diadem,"  Job  xxix.  14.  The  Psalmist  wishes  eminent  degrees  of  holiness  in  these  words :  "  Let 
thy  priests  be  clothed  with  righteousness,"  Ps.  cix.  I7.  And  describing  the  transcendent  great- 
ness and  glory  of  God,  he  says :  "  The  Lord  reigneth.  He  is  clothed  with  majesty.  The  Lord 
is  clothed  with  strength,  wherewith  he  has  girded  himself,"  Ps.  xciii.  1.  And,  "  O  Lord  my 
God,  thou  art  very  great,  thou  art  clothed  with  honour  and  majesty,  who  coverest  thyself  with 
light  as  a  garment,"  Ps.  civ.  1,  2.  God's  appearing  for  the  deliverance  of  his  people,  and  the 
destruction  of  his  enemies,  is  represented  by  the  prophet  in  this  manner  :  "  Then  his  own  arm 
brought  salvation  unto  him,  and  his  righteousness  it  sustained  him.  For  he  put  on  righteousness 
as  a  breast-plate,  and  an  helmet  of  salvation  upon  his  head.  And  he  put  on  the  garments  of 
vengeance  for  clothing,  and  was  clad  with  zeal. as  a  cloak,'*  Isa.  lix.  16,  17»  Of  such  as  prosper 
in  their  evil  designs  the  Psalmist  says :  "  Therefore  pride  compasseth  them  about  as  a  chain, 
violence  covereth  them  as  a  garment,"  Ps.  Ixxiii.  5,  6.  And  men  of  a  malevolent  spirit  are  said 
to  "  clothe  themselves  with  cursing,"  Ps.  cix.  I7. 

Thus  we  see  that  the  dispositions  and  qualifications  of  rational  agents,  with  their  corres- 
ponding behaviour,  are  often  emphatically  set  forth  by  images,  borrowed  from  the  attire  and 
covering  of  the  body. 

II.  I  am  now  to  show  distinctly  what  is  intended  by  "  white  raiment." 

And  it  is  manifest,  that  hereby  is  not  to  be  understood  an  outward  profession  of  religion : 
for  this  there  was  among  these  persons.  Our  Lord  had  no  need  to  counsel  them  to  buy  this  6f 
him.  They  were  a  church,  and  had  an  angel  among  them.  So  far  from  needing  to  inculcate  upon 
them  a  profession  of  religion,  it  should  seem  that  they  were  already  too  much  opinionated  upon 
that  account.  For  which  reason*  they  are  introduced  as  pleasing  themselves  therewith,  and 
saying,  that  they  were  "  rich,  and  increased  with  goods  :'*  though  they  were  indeed  "wretched, 
and  miserable,  and  poor,  and  naked.*' 

In  a  parable  of  our  Saviour,  where  "  the  kingdom  of  heaven,*'  or  the  state  of  things  under 
the  gospel  dispensation,  is  likened  to  a  marriage  feast  which  a  certain  king  made  for  his  son,  he 
who  had  not  on  a  **  wedding-garment,**  Matt.«xii.  11,  is  manifestly  one  who  made  a  profession 
of  religion,  and  of  faith  in  the  gospel;  otherwise  he  had  not  come  to  the  feast,  nor  appeared 
among  the  other  guests.  But  he  wanted  holiness  of  life,  or  that  true  faith  which  produces  good 
works. 

Nor  are  we  hereby  to  understand  barely  an  observation  of  the  positive  rites  and  institutions 
of  the  Christian  religion.  For  that  may  be  reckoned  to  be  included  in  what  has  been  already 
mentioned,  a  full  profession  of  religion,  in  which  this  church  does  not  appear  to  have  been  de- 
fective. It  canngt  be  supposed,  that  by  **  gold  tried  in  the  fire,**  or  a  "  white  raiment,"  our 
Lord  should  intend  no  more  than  the  observation  of  some  external  rites  and  ordinances.  Yot 
in  the  course  of  his  preaching  he  solemnly  and  distinctly  declared,  that  "  unless  men's 
righteousness  exceed  the  righteousness  of  the  scribes  and  pharisees^  they  shall  not  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  hea\en,"  Matt.  v.  20.  And  if  religion  consist  in  external  rites  :  if  the  observation 
of  any  positive  appointments  be  that  "wedding-garment,"  which  renders  men  fit  for  the  king- 
dom of  heaven  :  it  may  be  said,  that  our  Lord  has  but  indifferently  consulted  the  honour  and 
interests  of  religion,  by  substituting  a  small  number  only  of  such  appointments,  and  those  very 
plain  and  simple,  in  the  room  of  the  numerous,  expensive  and  showy  ceremonies  of  the  law  of 
Moses.  Nor  would  it  then  be  so  hard  to  be  saved,  or  so  difficult  to  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,  and  to  walk  in  the  way  to  life,  as  he  continually  represented  it  to  be  in  his  most  excellent 
discourses. 

What  is  this  "  white  raiment,"  or  the  "  wedding-garment,"  we  are  expressly  told  in  the 
eighth  verse  of  the  nineteenth  chapter  of  this  book  of  the  revelation,  where  it  is  said  to  be  "  the 
righteousness  of  the  saints.*** 

That  is  a  summary  and  general  description  of  this  "  white  raiment.**  And  from  the  many 
exhortations  to  virtue,  in  tlie  New  Testament,  conveyed  under  this  similitude,  it  appears  to  hie 
composed  of  aU  the  virtues  and  excellencies  that  can  adorn  the  life  of  a  Christian.    It  is  there* 

,  •  *  That  is,  ''  the  rigbteoos  acti  of  the  itinU."    60  h%ouwy^»ra  evldcDtlj  signifieB.'    Doddridge  upoa  the  plac^ 
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lore  very  frequent  for  the  apostles  to  speak  of  "  putting  of^"  or  laying  aside  "  evil  works**  and 
habits^  and  "putting  on  Chnst,*'  ^the  habit  or  dress  of  a  Christian  :  which  is  the  "  white  raiment** 
here  recommended. 

So  says  St.  Paul  to  the  Romans :  "  The  night  is  far  spent.  Let  us  cast  off  the  works  of 
darkness,  and  put  on  the  armour,**  or  dress,  "  of  light.  Let  us  walk  honestly,  as  in  the  day,'* 
with  a  becoming  decency :  "  not  in  rioting  Mid  drunkenness,  not  in  chambering  and  wantonness, 
not  in  strife  and  envying.  But  put  ye  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  make  no  provision  for  the 
flesh,  to  fulfil  the  lusts  thereof,"  Rom.  xiii.  12 — 14.  And  to  tlie  Galatians.  "  As  many  of  you 
as  have  been  baptized  ihto  Christ  have  put  on  Christ,"  Gal.  iii.  27,  the  habit  of  a  Christian,  To 
the  Ephesians  in  like  manner.  "  That  ye  put  off  concerning  the  former  conversation  the 
old  man,  which  is  corrupt  according  to  the  deceitful  lusts :  and  be  renewed  in  the  spirit  of  your 
mind,  and  that  ye  put  on  the  new  man,  which  after  God  is  created  in  righteousness  and  true 
holiness,"  Eph.  iv.  22,  24.  And  very  particularly,  and  at  large  in  the  episde  to  the  Colossians : 
ch.  iii.  8 — 10,  and  12—14. 

St.  Peter  has  an  exhortation  to  Christian  women  in  this  allusive  way :  "  Whose  adorning  let 
it  not  be  that  outward  adorning,  of  plaiting  the  hair,  and  of  wearing  of  gold,  or  of  putting  on 
of  apparel.  But  let  it  be  the  hidden  man  of  the  heart,  in  that  which  is  not  corruptible ;  even 
the  ornament  of  a  meek  and  quiet  spirit,  which  is  in  the  sight  of  God  of  great  price.  For  after 
this  manner  in  the  old  time  the  holy  women  also,  who  trusted  in  God,  adorned  themselves.** 
I  Pet.  iii.  3,  4  ;  comp.  1  Tim.  ii.  9,  10.  And  he  has  an  exhortation  to  all  in  general ;  "  And 
be  ye  clothed  with  humility,**  1  Pet.  v.  5. 

This  is  the  "  white  raiment,  the  wedding-garment,**  recommended  to  Christians,  sobriety, 
modesty  of  speech  and  behaviour,  tenderness  of  spirit,  bowels  of  mercy,  humility  of  mind, 
gentleness,  meekness,  forbearance,  forgiveness,  love,  and  all  its  works  and  oflSces,  which  are  so 
agreeable  and  ornamental.* 

III.  Which  brings  me  to  the  ground  and  reason  of  this  allusive  way  of  speaking. 

But  precise  exactness  in  accounting  for  such  a  form  of  speech  should  not  be  expected*  Let 
then  these  few  following  thoughts  suffice  for  showing  the  reason  and  origin  of  it. 

1.  The  allusion  is  partly  founded  in  the  ornament  that  clothing  gives  the  body.  In  like 
manner  the  temper,  or  the  practice  of  virtue,  is  exceeding  amiable  and  ornamental,  and  puts  a 
grace  and  lustre  on  men.  In  places  befl3re  cited.  Job  speaks  of  his  putting  on  righteousness 
as  a  diadem.  And  St.  Peter  recommends  meekness  and  quietness  of  spirit  as  ornamentah  So- 
lomon speaks  of  Wisdom's  rules,  and  obedience  to  them,  as  an  "  ornament  of  grace  unto  the 
head,  and  chains  about  the  neck,*'  Prov.  i.  9. 

2.  This  allusion  is  founded  in  the  fitness  and  disposition  for  society  which  clothing  gives  to 
any  person.  Man,  by  his  reasonable  nature,  is  designed  for  society.  And  the  first  ibundation 
of  politeness  is  laid  in  the  garments  that  cover  nakedness.  Without  clothing  no  one  is  fit  for 
society*  A  rich  and  becoming  dress  procures  admission  into  the  best  company  :  nor  is  one  in 
filthy  garments  dressed  for  a  wedding  feast,  or  the  entertainment  of  a  prince.  In  like  manner 
envy,  pride,  conceit,  and  other  evil  sections,  make  men  unsociable  :  whereas  humility,  meek* 
ness,  gentleness,  and  mildness,  render  men  agreeable  and  entertaining. 

Consequently  this  allusion  serves  to  shew,  in  a  lively  and  affecting  manner,  the  necessity  of 
real  holiness,  in  order  to  delightful  fellowship  with  God,  and  admission  to  his  presence,  and  the 
glorious  entertainment  he  has  prepared  for  his  people. 

As  he,  who  in  an  improper  dress  intrudes  into  a  royal  entertainment,  is  turned  out  for  that 
very  reason ;  so  all,  destitute  of  righteousness,  will  be  excluded  from  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
A  profession  of  religion,  or  a  desire  of  glory  and  happiness,  is  not  sufficient.  Any  one  may  wish 
to  partake  in  a  princely  entertainment :  but  with  sucn  wishes  there  should  be  also  some  care  to 
be  a  worthy  and  acceptable  guest.  If  we  "  follow  peace  with  all  men,  and  holiness,  we  shall 
see  God,**  Heb.  xii.  14,  not  otherwise.  They  who  add  works  to  faith,  and  they  only,  are  justified 
in  the  sight  of  God.  And,  as  St.  Peter  assures  us,  if  we  "  give  all  diligence  to  add  to  faith 
virtue,  [and  knowledge,  and  brotherly  kindness,  and  charity,  an  entrance  will  be  ministered 
to  us  abundantly  into  the  everlasting  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,*' 
2PetL5— II. 

f  Thqr  who  find  this  seraioo  too  long  to  be  read  at  once^  maj  make  a  pause  here. 
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IV.  Application.  I  come  now  to  the  application,  which  will  he  in  these  three  particulars : 
that  we  should  hearken  to  the  counsel  in  the  text,  and  buy  of  Christ  this  white  raiment.  They, 
who  obtain  this  raiment  ought  to  prize  it,  and  likewise  to  keep  it  well. 

1.  Let  us  hearken  to  the  counsel  here  given  by  Christ,  and  buy  of  him  this  white  raiment. 
Let  us  view  him  in  his  life,  and  in  his  death.     Let  us  be  at  the  pains  of  considering  seriously 

the  spiritual  and  heavenly  nature  of  his  doctrine,  the  concern  he  has  shown  for  our  welfare,  and 
tlie  end  of  all  his  humiliations  and  sufferings,  which  is,  that  he  might  "  purify  unto  himself  a 
peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works,'*  Tit.  ii.  14.  If  we  attend  to  these  things,  we  shall  be 
convinced,  that  he  who  is  destitute  of  virtue  and  good  works,  ought  to  reckon  himself  as  wTetched 
and  miserable  in  a  spiritual  sense,  as  he  who  is  destitute  of  necessary  clothing;  and  that  we  must  add 
to  a  fair  and  open  profession  of  the  principles  of  religion  the  lustre  of  a  holy  life  and  conversation. 

Let  us  observe  St.  Paul's  exhortation  to  the  Colossians,  where  he  recommends  so  many  virtues: 
.and  let  us  see  how  we  may  learn  them  of  Christ,  or  buy  of  him  this  w  hite  raiment. 

*<  Put  on  therefore,  as  the  elect  of  God,  holy  and  beloved,  bowels  of  mercies,  kindness/* 
Col.  iii.  12.  Labour  after  a  kind  and  mercifiil  disposition,  and  let  every  virtue  appear  in  your 
conversation.  Put  them  on  as  your  clothing,  without  which  you  would  not  willingly  be  at  any 
time  surprised.  And  for  this  end  consider  that  you  have  experienced  great  mercy  from  God, 
through  Christ  Jesus.  He  has  brought  you  out  of  a  state  of  darkness  into  great  light,  and  has 
made  you  his  people,  who  once  were  far  off.  God  clothes  himself  with  goodness,  as  his  garment. 
And  the  ordinary  course  of  his  providence  is  beneficial  to  the  human  race  in  general :  but  you 
have  obtained  some  distinction  by  being  brought  into  the  fellowship  of  his  son  Jesus  Christ.  And 
jaxe  therefore  imder  especial  obligations  to  do  those  things  which  are  agreeable  to  his  will. 

"  Put  on,"  particularly,  "  Jbowels  of  hiercies.*'  If  any  among  you  are  a£Bicted  and  distressed, 
^io  you,  who  are  at  ease,  and  have  ability,  sympathise  with  them,  bear  their  burdens,  tenderly 
compassionate  their  case,  aniafford  them  help  and  relief,  proportioned  to  their  exigence. 

"  Put  on"  also  "  kindness."  Be  not  fierce  and  severe  towards  any,  but  be  affable  in  your 
"discourse,  courteous  in  your  behaviour :  show,  in  all  things,  such  mildness  and  tenderness,  as 
by  no  means  to  discourage  and  grieve  those  you  converse  with,  especially  such  as  are  of  a  broken 
^md  afflicted  spirit. 

"  Humbleness  of  mind."  Be  willing  to  condescend,  and  to  behave,  as  inferiors,  toward  those 
wiio  ought  to  serve  and  honour  you  :  even  as  Jesus  Clirist  was  among  his  disciples,  and  others^ 
.**  as  one  that  server"  Luke  xxii.  27.- 

"  Meekness^"  Not  resenting  every  injury  done  you,  but  quietly  submitting  to  some  ill-treat* 
ment,  rather  than  disturb  the  peace  of  your  society. 

"Long-suffering:^  Enduring  many  and  repeated  offences,  without  being  provoked  to  wrath 
And  revenge. 

*«  Forbearing  one  another :"   Mutually  bearing  with  one  another's  failings  and  weaknesses, 
from  which  none  are  entirely  exempt.  ♦ 

"  And  forgiving  one  another  if  any  have  a  quarrel  against  you :"  And  even  forgiving  and 
ibrgetting  injuries,  aoid  being  willing  to  be  reconciled  again,  though  differences  may  have  arisen, 
andtsubsisted  for  some  time.  Of  this  also,  however  great  the  condescension  may  seem,  you  have 
a  pattern  in  God  s  dealings  with  you.  And  no  more  is  expected  from  you  to  others,  Uian  you  have 
^xperienjced  from  Jesus  Christ.     "  Ev^n  as  Christ  forgave  you,  so  do  ye.** 

"  And  above  all  these  things  put  on  charity^  which  is  the  bond  of  perfection  :"  And  upon  all 
these  put  true,  and  undissembled,  and  ardent  love ;  which,  as  a  girdle,  may  encompass  and  bind 
you  all  about,  as  one  body,  and  secure  a  complete  and  amiable  harmony  and  union  in  the  several 
parts  of  your  society. 

By  humble  and  earnest  prayer,  ty  a  sincere  resolution  to  deny  yourselves,  as  to  some  prfesent 
advantages,  by  often  and  carefully  viewing  the  example  of  Jesus,  and  the  wliole  of  his  transactions 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  in  his  humiliation,  and  abasement  on  earth,  and  in  his  glory  and 
ijxaltation  iu  heaven,  you  may  buy  and  obtain  of  him  this  white  raiment,  that  you  may  be  clothed, 
and  may  walk  with  him  in  white,  and  be  among  the  noble  and  honourable  of  his  kingdom. 

2.  They  who  haveobtained  this  "  white  raiment,"  the  wedding-garment,  ought  to  prize  it. 
Never  therefore  suffer  yourselves  by  scoff  and  ridicule  to  be  put  out  of  countenance  in  it.' 

A  rich  and  costly  dress  may  be  depreciated  by  those  who  want  it.    Ajid  it  may  excite  the  envy 
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of  some  others.    But  it  fails  not  to  procure  respect  from  many.     By  this  clothing  you  are  in 
some  measure  fit  for  fellowship  with  God,  and  Christ,  and  for  the  society  of  perfect  spirits. 

It  will  never  cause  pride  in  your  own  hearts,  nor  excite  to  a  lofty  deportment  toward  others. 
But  the  real  excellence  of  it  may  fill  you  with  a  modest  consciousness  of  the  worth  and  dignity 
which  God  has  put  upon  you.  It  is  a  garm^int  properly  your  own,  which  no  one  can  deprive 
you  of  without  your  consent:,  which  you  have  obtained  by  prayer  and  meditation,  watchfulness 
and  circumspection,  abstinence  and  self-denial:  which  therefore  you  have  received  from  Christ 
himself.  And  by  wearing  it,  and  appearing  in  it,  as  his  disciples,  you  will  do  hhn  honour  and 
respect,  which  he  will  accept  and  reward  hereafter. 

3.  Lastly,  they  who  have  received  from  Christ  this  white  raiment,  should  be  careful  to  keep 
it  well. 

Amidst  the  representation  of  great  afflictions  and  trials  it  is  said  in  this  book:  "  Blessed  is 
he  that  keepeth  his  garments,"  Rev.  xvi.  15.  He  who  is  richly  clad,  is  under  especial  obliga- 
tion to  a  strict  care  of  his  garment,  that  it  may  be  unsullied.  In  our  conversation  in  this  world, 
without  particular  care,  this  garment  will  contract  some  disagreeable  defilement.  And  in  so 
rich  a  dress  it  cannot  be  overlooked.  As  a  little  folly  is  observed  in  him,  who  is  in  reputation 
for  wisdom,  so  eveiy  the  least  spot  is  discernible  in  a  white  garment. 

In  our  walk  in  this  world,  amidst  a  variety  of  characters,  we  must  have  our  eye  about  us,  and 
take  heed  to  ourselves,  that  our  meekness  be  not  tarnished  by  hastiness  of  speech  or  action,  and 
that  no  spot  of  pride  or  ambition,  or  inordinate  affection  for  earthly  things,  stain  the  purity  oif 
this  raiment. 

This  may  be  thought  difficult;  but  it  is  not  impossible.  It  is  taken  notice  of  at  the  beginning 
of  this  chapter,  to  the  advantage  of  some  :  "  Thou  hast  a  few  names  even  in  Sardis,  which  have 
not  defiled  .their  garments.*'  It  is  added :  "  And  they  shall  walk  with  me  in  white,  for  they  are 
worthy.*'  Which  also  shews,  that  care  and  watchfulness,  on  which  so  much  depends,  though 
somewhat  tedious  at  present,  will  be  fully  rewarded  in  the  end. 

Well  then,  "  Blessed  is  he  that  watcheth,  and  keepeth  his  garments,  lest  he  walk  naked,  and 
they  see  his  shame,*'  Rev.  xvi.  15.  Blessed  is  he  who  maintains  his  watch  in  every  station  and 
condition,  and  in  all  the  dangerous  temptations  of  tliis  life. 

In  the  warm  beams  of  prosperity  this  white  raiment  is  very  apt  to  fade :  and  it  can  scarcely 
bear  them  in  an  intense  degree,  especially  for  a  long  season,  and  without  interruption.  In  some 
easy  circumstances  likewise  extraordinary  care  may  be  needful,  that  it  be  not  lost  in  a  deep 
sleep  of  security.  Happy  is  he  who  then  "  watches,  and  keeps  his  garments,**  that  no  man  rob 
him  of  that  which  is  his  chief  glory  and  ornament,  and  which  he  cannot  lose  without  being  filled 
with  shame  and  confusion. 

Happy  likewise  is  he  who  is  provided  with  the  double  clothing  of  fortitude  and  patience:  so 
that  he  is  not  afraid  for  the  cold  of  adversity,  nor  for  the  tempests  of  affliction  and  persecution. 
That  is  another  very  dangerous  circumstance.  But  it  usually  awakens  attention,  and  is  often 
cleansing  and  purifying.  And  our  Lord  adds  immediately  after  the  words  of  the  text :  "  As 
many  as  I  love,  I  rebuke  and  chasten." 

In  fact,  many  "  have  gone  through  great  tribulation,  and  washed  their  robes,  and  made 
them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,"  Rev.  vii.  14.  By  a  steady  faith  in  their  great  Lord  and 
pattern,  whom  they  have  been  made  to  resemble  in  sufferings,  they  have  become  like  him  in 
meekness  and  patience.  And  in  those  suffering  circumstances,  the  most  displeasing  and 
affrighting  to  carnal  apprehensions,  their  robes  have  become  resplendent:  a  part  of  the  heavenly 
glory  has  seemed  to  descend  upon  them:  the  beams  of  which  have  enkindled  a  flame  of  divine 
love  in  the  hearts  of  others,  which  has  inspired  them  with  a  holy  ambition  of  sharing  with  those 
followers  of  the  Lamb  in  sufferings,  and  resembling  them  in  virtue  :  that  they  may  abo  partake 
of  their  uncommon  comforts  here,  and  their  peculiar  rewards  hereafter. 
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SERMON  XXXIII. 

THE  GREAT  MYSTERY  OF  GODLINESS. 

And  without  controversy  great  is  the  mystery  of  godliness :  God  was  manffcst  in  the  Jleshy  justified 
in  the  spirit,  seen  of  angels,  preached  unto  the  Geritiles,  believed  on  in  the  world,  and  received 
up  into  glory. — 1  Tim.  iii.  16. 

JboB  discerning  the  coherence  we  need  look  no  farther  back  than  to  the  fourteenth  verse. 
"  These  things/'  says  the  apostle,  "  write  I  unto  thee,  hoping  to  come  unto  thee  shortly.  But 
if  I  tarry  long,  that  thou  mayest  know,  how  thou  oughtest  to  behave  thyself  in  the  house  of  God, 
which  is  the  church  of  the  living  God,  the  pillar  and  ground  of  the  truth.  And  without  con- 
troversy great  is  the  mystery  of  godliness:  God  was  manifest  in  the  flesh." 

This  clause  seems  to  be  added  with  a  view  to  excite  the  care,  circumspection,  and  diligence 
of  Timothy:  considering  the  vast  importance  of  the  doctrine  of  the  gospel  committed  to  him. 
Which  also  justifies  the  concern  of  the  apostle  for  the  right  behaviour  of  this  evangelist,  and  the 
care  he  took  to  send  him  proper  advices  and  directions,  and  engage  his  due  regard  to  them. 

"  And  without  controversy  great  is  the  mystery  of  godliness."     As  if  he  had  said:  *  Do  not 

*  therefore  think  me  too  minute  and  particular,  or  too  earnest  and  importunate  in  the  directions 

*  which  I  send  unto  you.     For  it  is  confessed,  and  acknowledged  by  all  who  are  acquainted  with 

*  it,  "  that  the  mystery  of  godliness  is  very  great,"  weighty  and  important.* 

Thus  we  ai-e  coming  to  the  difficult  part  of  our  undertaking  to  explain  these  words :  and 
indeed  it  has  no  small  appearance  of  difficulty.  But  yet  I  would  suppose,  and  am  apt  to  think, 
that  the  things  here  intended  by  the  apostle  are  clear  and  obvious  points,  often  said  in  the  books 
of  the  New  Testament,  in  other  places :  and  understood  and  acknowledged  by  all,  who  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  Christian  doctrine,  and  its  evidences,  as  contained  in  the  scriptures.  The 
obscurity  therefore  of  this  text,  I  presume,  arises  from  some  particular  expressions  here 
made  use  of. 

It  appears  to  me  very  likely,  that  by  "  the  mystery  of  godliness*'  is  meant  the  gospel-dispen* 
fiation,  or  the  doctrine  of  the  gospel  in  its  extent  and  purity :  as  containing  the  design  of  God 
concerning  the  salvation  of  men,  in  and  through  Jesus  Christ,  without  the  works,  or  the  ritual 
and  peculiar  ordinances  of  the  law  of  Moses. 

We  may  be  confirmed  in  this  interpretation  by  observing  some  of  the  many  places,  in  which 
the  word  "  mystery"  occurs  in  the  epistles  of  this  apostle.  Rom.  xvi.  25,  26.  "  Now  unto  him, 
that  is  of  power  to  establish  you  according  to  my  gospel,  and  the  preaching  of  Jesus  Christ, 
according  to  the  revelation  of  the  mystery,  which  was  kept  secret  since  the  world  began,  but 
now  is  made  manifest,  and  by  the  scriptures  of  the  prophets,  according  to  the  commandment  of 
the  everlasting  God,  made  known  to  all  nations  for  the  obedience  of  faith." 

Eph.  i.  9»  10.  *«  Having  made  known  unto  us  the  mystery  of  his  will,  according  to  his  good 
pleasure,  which  he  had  purposed  in  himself:  that  in  the  dispensation  of  the  fulness  of  times,  he 
might  gatlier  together  in  one  all  things  in  Christ." 

Eph  iii.  2 — 5.  "  If  ye  have  heard  of  the  dispensation  of  the  grace  of  God,  which  is  given  me 

to  you-ward:  how  that  by  revelation  he  made  known  unto  me  the  mystery, which  in  other 

ages  was  not  made  known  unto  the  sons  of  men,  as  it  is  now  revealed  unto  his  holy  apostles  and 
prophets  by  the  Spirit :  that  the  Gentiles  should  be  fellow  heirs,  and  of  the  same  body,  and  par- 
takers of  his  promise  in  Christ  by  the  gospel."  And  afterwards  in  the  same  chapter,  ver.  8,  9. 
"  Unto  me,  who  am  less  than  the  least  of  all  saints,  is  this  grace  given,  that  I  should  preach 
among  the  Gentiles  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ :  and  to  make  all  men  see  what  is  the 
fellowship  of  the  mystery,  which  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  has  been  hid  in  God.'* 

These  texts  plainly  shew,  that  by  the  "  mystery,*'  the  apostle  often  means  "  the'*  whole 
<<  dispensation  of  the  gospeli''  with  its  unsearchable  richesi  and  abundant  grace  and  mercy: 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TJie  great  Mystery  of  Godliness.  249 

always  determined  in  the  purpose  of  God,  but  fiilly  revealed  to  men  in  these  late  ages  of 
the  world* 

Once  more  in  the  same  epistle.     Eph.  vi.  19,  20.  " and  for  me,  that  utterance  may  be 

given  unto  me,  that  I  may  open  my  mouth  boldly,  to  make  known  the  mystery  of  the  gospel,  for 
which  I  am  an  ambassador  in  bonds :  that  I  may  speak  boldly  as  1  ought  to  speak.*' 

To  the  like  purpose  in  the  epistle  to  the  Colossians,  which  we  have  often  observed  to  have  a 
great  agreement  with  that  to  the  Ephesians.  Col.  i.  25 — 27.  "  Whereof  1  am  made  a  minister, 
according  to  the  dispensation  of  God,  which  is  given  to  me  for  you,  to  fulfil  the  word  of  God, 
even  the  mystery  which  has  been  hid  from  ages,  and  generations,  but  now  is  made  manifest  to 
his  saints :  to  whom  God  would  make  known  what  is  the  riches  of  the  glory  of  this  mysteiy 
among  the  Gentiles :  which  is  Chi-ist  in  you  the  hope  of  glory/' 

And  ch.  ii.  2.  " that  their  hearts  might  be  comforted,  being  knit  together  in  love,  and 

unto  all  riches  of  the  full  assurance  of  understanding,  to  the  acknowledgment  of  the  mystery  of 
God,, even  the  Father,  and  of  Jesus  Christ.'* 

And  ch.  iv.  3.  "  Withal  praying  for  us,  that  God  would  open  to  us  a  door  of  utterance,  to 
speak  the  mystery  of  Christ:  for  which  I  am  also  in  bonds." 

And  in  this  very  chapter,  the  third  of  the  first  epistle  to  Timothy,  ver.  8,  9.  "  Likewise  must 
the  deacons  be  grave, holding  the  mystery  of  the  faith  in  a  pure  conscience." 

There  can  be  no  doubt  then,  but  that  by  **  the  mystery  of  godliness"  the  apostle  meansthe 
evangelical  dispensation,  or  the  doctrine  of  the  gospel  of  Christ,  which  he  oftentimes  calls  "  a 
mystery,  the  mystery  of  the  gospel,  the  mystery  of  the  faith,:"  and  here  "  the  mystery  of 
godliness." 

To  the  like  purpose  in  the  sixth  chapter  of  this  first  epistle  to  Timothy.  Ver.  2,  3.  "  If  any 
man  teach  otherwise,  and  consent  not  to  wholesome  words,  even  the  words  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  to  the  doctrine  which  is  according  to  godliness,  he  is  proud,  knowing  nothing." 
And  the  epistle  to  Titus  begins  in  this  manner.  "  Paul,  a  servant  of  God,  and  an  apostle  of 
Jesus  Christ,  according  to  the  faith  of  God's  elect,  and  the  acknowledging  of  the  truth  which  is 
afler  godliness.*' 

This  doctrine  of  the  gospel,  the  apostle  says  in  the  text,  is  "  great,"  unquestionably  so. 
«*  And  without  controversy  great  is  the  mystery  of  godliness."  By  **  great"  meaning,  as  we 
may  reasonably  think,  every  thing,  which  can  be  comprehended  in  that  character.  It  is  weighty 
ana  important :  it  is  sublime :  most  true  and  certain :  in  all  respects  worthy  of  God,  and 
carrying  in  it  the  best  and  kindest  design  toward  men :  most  likely  and  most  effectual  to  reclaim 
them  from  sin,  and  bring  them  to  God  and  true  holiness  here,  and  to  durable  and  unmixed 
happiness  hereafter.  Upon  the  comparison  too  it  surpasseth  in  glory,  riches,  and  grace,  all 
former  dispensations.  Finally,  it  may  be  said  to  be  great,  as  it  was  unsearchable,  exceeding  all 
that  had  entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive :  though  iully  determined  by  the  Divine 
Being,  and  often  hinted  and  foretold  in  the  revelations  of  the  prophets,  in  the  more  early  ages 
of  the  world. 

Thus  far  we  seem  to  have  proceeded  with  a  satisfactory  evidence  and  perspicuity,  as  to  the 
meaning  of  the  words. 

It  follows.  "  God  was  manifest  in  the  flesh.'*  Here  we  have  a  difficulty  well  known  to 
learned  Christians,  and  the  laborious  and  diligent  interpreters  of  scripture.  For  whereas  we 
have  in  our  text,  "  God  was  manifest  in  the  flesh  :**  some  think  we  should  read,  "  Which  was 
manifest  in  the  flesh." 

In  favour  of  the  reading  last  mentioned  it  is  alleged,  that  it  is  found  in  divers  ancient 
versions,  and  in  several  Latin  authors.  On  the  other  hand,  in  favour  of  our  present,  and  more 
common  reading,  it  is  said,  that  it  is  in  most,  and  well  nigh  all  Greek  manuscripts  that  we  know 
of.  It  is  likewise  observed,  that  several  of  the  expressions  which  follow^  are  more  properly  used 
of  a  person  than  of  a  thing.  For  instance :  of  "  the  mystery  of  godliness,**  it  cannot  be  so 
properly  said,  that  "  it  was  manifested  in  the  flesh  :**  nor  that  it  was  "  received  up  into  glory.'* 

Without  deciding  this  point,  I  shall  now  proceed  to  explain  the  several  following  expressions 
of  the  text.  And  I  suppose  it  will  appear,  that  which  soever  of  these  two  readings  we  follow, 
the  meaning  is  much  the  same. 

The  first  thing  here  affirmed,  whether  the  suWect  bie  "  the  mystery  of  godliness,*'  or  "  God," 
is,  *•  was  manifest,''  or  manifested  ^  in  the  flesh.^'     And  certainly,  the  connection  is  very  good, 
VOL.  V.  2  k 
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understanding  this  to  be  ^oken  of  the  former  of  the  two.  And  how  it  may  be  8aid»  appears 
from- many  of  the  texts  before  alleged,  when  it  was  shewn,  that  by  "  the  mystery  of  godliness,'* 
is  to  be  understood  the  evangelical  dispensation,  or  the  doctrine  of  the  gospel.  For  in  those, 
and  other  texts,  the  apostle  speaks  of  "  the  revelation  of  the  mystery,  which  was  kept  secret 
since  the  world  began,  but  is  now  made  manifest:"  and,  "  the  mystery,  which  had  been  hid 
from  ages  and  generations,  but  now  is  made  manifest  unto  his  saints.  The  mystery  of  godliness, *• 
or  the  doctrine  of  the  gospel,  had  been  made  manifest,  by  the  preaching  of  John  the  Baptist,  of 
our  Saviour  himself,  and  his  apostles  after  him.  It  had  been  manifested  '*  in  the  flesh,"  that  is, 
to,  and  among  men.  1 

But  take  our  present,  and  more  common  reading.  **  God  was  manifest  in  the  flesh."  And 
the  expression  will  not  be  very  difficult  to  be  understood:  the  same  thing  being  often  said,  and 
rooken  of  in  other  places  of  scripture.  For  God  was  manifested  in  the  human  nature  of  Jesus 
Christ.  As  St.  John  says  at  the  beginning  of  his  gospel :  "  And  the  word  was  made  flesh  and 
dwelled  among  us."  And  at  the  beginning  of  his  first  epistle :  "  For  the  life  was  manifested, 
and  we  have  seen  it,  and  bear  witness,  and  shew  unto  you  that  eternal  life,  which  was  with  the 
Father,  and  was 'manifested  unto  us."  And  says  St.  Paul,  Col.  ii.  9.  "  In  him  dwelleth  all  the 
fuhiess  of  the  Godhead  bodily:*'  that  is  really  and  durabljr,  not  figuratively  and  typically,  as  in  a 
bright  cloud  or  glory,  sometimes  appearing  under  the  ancient  dispensations.  The  same  apostle 
therefore  says  of  Christ,  Col.  i.  15,  that  he  is  "  the  image  of  the  invisible  God."  And  Heb.  i.  3. 
*•  the  brightness  of  his  glory,  and  the  express  image  of  his  person."  For  in  him  appeared  the 
wisdom,  the  power,  the  truth,  the  holiness,  the  goodness,  the  mercifulness  of  God.  In  the  like 
manner,  and  for  the  same  reason,  Jesus  is  called  "  Emmanuel,*'  or  "  God  with  us,'*  Matt.  i.  23 : 
or,  as  St  Peter  expresseth  it.  Acts  x.  38.  •*  Ye  know,  how  God  anointed  Jesus  of  Nazareth  with 
the  Holy  Ghost,  and  with  power:  who  went  about  doing  good,  and  healing  all  that  were 
oppressed  of  the  devil.     For  God  was  with  him."  / 

And  so  far  as  we  can  perceive,  those  ancient  Christian  writers,  who  read  "  which,*'  under* 
stood  this,  and  also  the  following  particufars,  concerning  Jesif^  Christ.* 

•     " justified  in  the  spirit,"  or  by  the  spirit.     This  is  easily  understood  either  of  "  the 

mystery  of  godliness^"  or  of  "  God  manifested  in  the  flesh."  For  the  doctrine  of  the  gospel  was 
proved  and  attested  by  many  miraculous  works.  Or,  the  divine  authority  and  mission  of  the 
JLord  Jesus  were  proved  and  evidenced  by  the  spirit.  As  John  the  Baptist  declares  in  his  testi- 
Tfsony  to  him.  John  iii.  34.  "  He  whom  God  hath  sent,  speaketh  the  words  of  God.  For  God 
giveth  not  the  spirit  by  measure  unto  him.'*  And  our  Lord  himself.  Matt.  xii.  28.  "  If  I  by  the 
Spirit  of  God  cast  out  daemons,  then  the  kingdom  of  God  is  come  unto  you."  And  compare 
Luke  xi.  20,  and  John  v.  36.  "  The  works,  which  the  Father  has  given  me  to  finish,  the  same 
works  that  I  do,  bear  witness  of  me,  that  the  Father  hath  sent  me."  And  to  the  like  purpose 
elsewhere. 

The  whole  doctrine  of  the  gospel,  the  divinity  of  this  dispensation,  and  all  things  concerning 
tJie  Lord  Jesus,  were  confirmed  by  his  resurrection  from  the  dead.  As  St.  Paul  says,  Rom.  i.  4u 
**  Declared  to  be  the  Son  of  God  with  power  by  the  resurrection  from  the  dead:  and  also  by  the 
plentiful  effiision  of  gifts  of  the  Spirit  upon  the  apostles,  and  other  believers,  after  his  ascension, 
in  conformity  to  his  predictions  and  promises  concerning  that  matter.     So  John  xvi.  13,  14. 

**  Howbeit,  when  the  Spirit  of  truth  is  come,  he  will  guide  you  into  all  truth And  he  will 

shew  you  things  to  come.  He  shall  glorify  me.  For  he  shall  receive  of  mine,  and  shall  shew  it 
unto  you."  And  St.  Paul  reminds  the  Corinthians,  1  Cor.  ii.  4,  that  he  bad  preached  to  them 
"  in  demonstration  of  the  Spirit  and  power."  See  also  1  Thess.  i.  5,  6,  and  Heb.  ii.  3,  4.  "  How 
shall  we  escape  if  we  neglect  so  great  salvation,  which  at  the  first  began  to  be  spoken  by  the 

■  Quod.  Clar.   Lat.  Vulg.  Syr.— Hicron.     Fulgenlius  arijtwfcrdfif,  Jia  (Mos-oXwv  wifv^ieis,  t;«rd  thwy  i'STtr^viri.    Ep. 

aliique  Latini.    Qui  tamen  omnes  cum  Graecis  in  eo  conscn-  ad  Diognel.  p.  501.  D.  Paris, 

tiunt,  quod  partem  banc  cum  sequcntibus  in  Christi  personam         ii  luus^pidv,    Me9  ijjxwy  nhv  ot  ayyO.o*  rtv  Xpirov,  irpo* 

interpretentur.     Mill,  in  loc.  repov  ouv  opwvrss.    Clem.  A.  C.  vii.  Hypot.  citat.  ab  CEcum*. 

So  Mill.     I  shall  put  down  here  the  passages  of  some  in  loc.    vid.  Clement.  Fragm.  ap  Potter,  p.  1015.  et  J,  Ittig. 

early  Greek  writers,  who  have  referred  to  this  text,  and  Bib.  PP.  p.  l62. 
understood  it  of  Jesus  Christ.  Em¥  h  o  «ft^  iscti^  ayaXafi^ayB^ai  if  ^ofjj  Afyijrai.  Orig. 

Q'j  xocgty  ATrsr^iAc  A^ov^  lya  xoa-fuu)  fay^  Of  vito  Xau  Contr.  C.  1.  3.  p.  129.  Cant.  467.  C  Booed. 


See  VoL  i.  p.  350,  569. 
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Lord,  and  was  confirmed  unto  us  by  them  that  heard  him:  God  also  bearing  them  witriess,  l>oth 
with  signs  and  wonders,  and  miracles,  and  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  according  to  his  own  will/' 
And  St.  Peter  1  Epist,  i.  18.  "  Of  which  salvation  thfe  prophets  have  inquired— —unto  whom  it 
was  revealed,  that  not  unto  themselves,  but  unto  us,  they  did  minister  the  things  which  are  now 
reported  unto  you,  by  them  that  have  preached  the  gospel  unto  you,  with  the  Holy  Ghost  sent 
down  from  heaven."    That  is,  **  justified  by  the  Spirit.'' 

It  follows:  "seen  of  angels:'*  which  also  may  be  well  understood  of  "the  mystery  of 
godliness.'*     For  St.  Peter,  in  the  place  Just  cited  from  him,  says  of  the  ancient  prophets,  "  that 

they  did  minister  the  things,**  which  had  been  lately  "  reported : ^which  the  angels  desire  to 

look  into.^'     And  St.  Paul,  Eph.  iii.  9,  10.  "  To  make  all  men  see  what  is  the  fellowship  of  the 

itiystery,  which  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  has  been  hid  in  God To  the  intent  that 

now  unto  the  principalities  and  powers  in  heavenly  places  might  be  known  by  the  church  the 
manifold  wisdom  of  God/* 

Understand  this  article  of  "  God  manifested  in  the  flesh,'*  or  in  the  human  nature  of  Jesus 

Christ     And  then  we  may  suppose  to  be  hereby  meant  the  appearances  of  angels  at  our 

.Saviour's  nativity,  their  ministering  to  him  after  his  temptation  in  the  wilderness,  and  upo^ 

4ivers  other  occasions,   and  particularly  their  attendance  on   hitn  at  his  resurrection   and 

ascension. 

•  "  Preached  unto  the  Gentiles:"  that  is,  to  all  the  world,  not  to  Jews  only,  but  to  Gentiles 
also.  This,  as  every  one  immediately  perceives,  may  be  properly  said  either  of  the  mystery  of 
godliness,  or  of  the  divine  manifestation  in  the  person  of  Christ. "  The  doctrine  of  the  gospel  in 
its  genuine  purity,  simplicity  and  fulness,  was  preached  by  Paul  and  others  both  to  Jews  and 
Gentiles.  And  "God  was  in  Christ  reconciling  the  world  to  himselfi  not  imputing  their 
trespasses  unto  them,"  2  Cor.  v.  19* 

"  Believed  on  in  the  world.**  It  met  with  acceptance,  and  had  great  efiects  all  over  the 
world.  This  may  be  fitly  understood  of  either  of  the  two  subjects  so  often  mentioned.  Says 
the  apostle  to  the  Romans,  i.  5,  6.  "  By  whom  we  have  received  grace  and  apostleship  for 
obedience  to  the  faith  among  all  nations  for  his  name.  Among  whom  are  ye  also  the  called  of  Jesus 
Christ."  2  Cor.  ii.  14.  "  Now  thanks  be  unto  God,  which  always  causeth  us  to  triumph  in 
Christ,  and  maketh  manifest  the  savour  of  his  knowledge  by  us  in  every  place.'*  And  Col.  i.  5, 6* 
"  We  give  thanks  to  God  for  the  hope  which  is  laid  up  for  you  in  heaven,  whereof  ye  heard 
before  in  the  truth  of  the  gospel :  which  i3  come  unto  you,  as  it  is  in  all  the  world,  and  bringeth 
forth  fruit,  as  it  does  also  in  you,  since  the  day  ye  heard  it,  and  knew  the  grace  of  God 
in  truth." 

Finally,  "  received  up  into  glory."  If  this  be  understood  of  "  the  mystery  of  godliness,'*  or 
the  doctrine  of  the  gospel,  the  meaning  is,  that  it  was  gloriously  exalted:  inasmuch  as  thereby 
the  knowledge  of  God  had  been  spread  over  the  earth,  more  than  by  reason  alone,  or  any  former 
revelation :  and  that  it  had  a  more  powerful  effect  and  influence  than  any  other  doctrine  whatever,* 
for  enlightening,  sanctifying,  and  saving  men. 

But  this  expression  may  be  also  very  properly  understood  of  "  God  tnanifcsted  in  the  flesh," 

meanin]^  our  Lord's  glorious  ascension.     Acts  i.  2.  " until  the  day  in  which  he  was  taken 

up.**  And  ver.  11.  "they  looked  steadfastly  toward  heaven  as  he  went  up.'*  Indeed  thq 
phrase,  "  received  up  into  glory,**  taken  separately,  might  be  very  properly  used  concerning  our 
Lord's  ascension  into  heaven.  The  chief  difficulty  attending  this  interpretation  is  the  place  in 
which  it  is  mentioned,  last  in  order:  whereas  the  ascension  of  Christ  preceded  several  things* 
here  observed:  "  preached  unto  the  Gentiles,  believed  on  in  the  world.**  However,  possibly, 
this  objection  may  be  solved,  by  only  supposing,  that  the  apostle  having  begun  with  that 
particular,  "  God  manifested  in  the  flesh,**  meaning  his  appearance  in  the  human  nature  of 
Christ,  might  choose  to  conclude  with  that  which  put  a  period  to  our  Lord*s  personal  presence, 
and  visible  appearance  among  men  in  this  earth:  his  triumphant  ascension  to  heaven,  and  his 
reception  there  into  glory,  at  the  right  hand  of  God. 

Thus  I  have  represented  the  several  senses  of  these  exprossions^  and  according  to  my  ability 
Ibriefly  explained  the  whol^. 

And  I  presume,  that  the  truth  of  the  observation,  mentioned  at  the  beginning  of  this  discouqie, 
may  now  be  more  apparent;  that  there  is  nothing  in  this  text  but  what  is  perfectly  agreeable  to 
many  other  texts  of  scripture  j  and  that  the  several  particulars  here  mentioned,  are  articles  of 
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faith  received  by  all  Christiians  in  general  j  whether  the  subject  here  spoken  of  be  "  the  mystery 
of  godliness/'  or  "  God'*  himself 

Suppose  the  first.  It  is  known  and  believed  by  all  Christians,  that  the  doctrine  of  the  gospel 
was  "  manifested  "  to  and  among  men,  by  Jesus  Christ  and  his  apostles :  that  it  was  "  justified 
by  the  Spirit,*'  confirmed  by  miracles  wrought  by  Christ  himself,  and  by  his  apostles,  and  others 
afterwards :  "  seen  of  angels,'*  beheld  by  them  with  ready  approbation,  and  with  surprise  and 
wonder:  "preached  to  the  Gentiles,"  as  well  as  Jews:  "  believed  on  in  the  world,*'  received  by 
men  of  all  characters  in  all  nations :  "  received  up  into  glory,**  gloriously  exalted,  greatly 
honoured  and  magnified  by  that  reception,  and  by  its  effects  m  the  hearts  and  lives  of  men. 

Suppose  this  to  be  said  of  God.  It  is  also  true,  and  received  by  all  Christians  in  general. 
There  was  an  especial  presence,  and  most  extraordinary  manifestation  of  the  Divine  Being  in 
the  human  nature,  or  person  of  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  therefore  called  Emmanuel,  or  (Jod  with  us. 
The  divine  authority  of  Jesus  was  "justified  by  the  Spirit,**  by  many  miraculous  works,  and  by 
a  very  plentiful  effusion  of  the  Holy  Ghost  upon  such  as  believed  in  him.  He  was  seen  and 
ministered  to,  "  by  angels,  preached  unto  the  Gentiles,  believed  on  in  the  world,**  and  finally 
"  received  up  into  glory"  in  heaven. 

Application.  What  remains  after  this  paraphrastical  explication  of  the  words  of  the  text,  is 
an  application  in  two  or  three  inferences. 

1.  We  must  here  see  reason  for  praise  and  thanksgiving  to  God  for  the  revelation  of  his  will, 
and  for  the  manifestation  of  himself  to  us  in  Christ,  and  his  gospel:  especially  if  we  ourselves 
Imve  not  only  been  favoured  with  this  discovery,  but  have  also  heartily  embraced  it,  and  reaped 
benefit  by  it.  As  our  Lord  said  to  his  disciples,  "  to  whom  it  was  given  to  know  the  mysteries 
of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,"  and  who  had  diligently  attended  to  the  instructions  afforded  to  them. 
*•  Blessed  are  your  eyes,  for  they  see:  and  your  ears,  for  they  hear.  For  verily  I  say  unto  you, 
Jhat  many  prophets  and  righteous  men  have  desired  to  see  those  things  which  ye  see,  and 
liave  not  seen  them:  and  to  hear  those  things  which  ye  hear,  and  have  not  heard  them," 
Matt.  xiii.  16,  I/* 

2.  We  may  hence  perceive  it  to  be  a  duty,  especially  incumbent  upon  the  ministers  of  Christy 
in  his  church,  to  support  and  defend  the  true  doctrine  of  the  gospel. 

It  is  with  tl>is  view  that  this  matter  is  now  mentioned  to  Timothy.  And  every  thing  here 
.insisted  upon  is  very  proper  to  engage  and  influence  those  who  are  in  a  station  at  all  resembling 
his.  And  it  is  with  redoubled  earnestness,  that  the  apostle  renews  his  exhortation  to  this  evan- 
gelist, near  the  conclusion  of  the  epistle,  ch.  vi.  13,  14.  "I  give  thee  charge  in  the  sight  of  God, 
who  quickeneth  all  things,  and  of  Christ  Jesus,  who  before  Pontius  Pilate  witnessed  a  good  con- 
fession: that  thou  keep  this  commandment  without  spot,  unrebukable,  until  the  appearing  of 
Jesus  Christ.*' 

3.  And  lastly.  The  same  considerations  do  also  in  a  like  manner  direct  the  conduct  of  all 
Christians  in  general.  They  should  be  engaged  to  use  their  best  endeavours  to  uphold  and 
maintain  the  doctrine  of  the  gospel,  "  ^e  mystery  of  godliness,**  which,  confessedly,  is 
very  great. 

It  has  been  "  manifested,**  and  has  been  fully  "  justified  by  the  Spirit,  seen  of  angels, 
preached'*  to  all  nations,  "  believed  **  by  men  of  all  characters  in  every  jtort  of  the  world,  and 
gloriously  exalted  by  its  happy  fruits  and  effects. 

After  this  there  can  be  no  reason  to  doubt  of  its  truth.  And  they  who  have  received  it, 
ought  to  use  all  reasonable  methods  to  preserve  it  pure  and  entire.  It  cannot  be  justly 
expected,  that  if  we  lose  the  truth,  after  it  has  been  so  delivered  to  us,  God  should  again 
manifest  it  to  us,  or  appoint  a  new  series  of  like  miracles  and  wonderftil  events  to  give  it  credit. 
Instead  of  indulging  such  vain  expectations,  we  should  diligently  search  the  scriptures,  and 
labour  to  know  the  mind  of  God  contained  therein.  And  "  we  should  give  earnest  heed  unto 
the  things  which  we  have  heard,  lest  at  any  time,'*  or  by  any  means,  "  we  should  let  tliem  slip,** 
Heb.  ii.  1.  And  "  we  should  earnestly  contend  for  the  faith,  which  was  once  delivered  to  the 
saints,*'  Jude  ver.  3.  Which,  as  before  said,  will  not  be  so  delivered  any  more,  as  it  once  waSj 
by  Christ  himself,  and  his  apostles.  Nor  can  any  thing  else  be  substituted  in  its  room,  that 
shall  be  equally  excellent,  important  and  beneficial* 
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POSTHUMOUS  SERMONS 

ON  VARIOUS  SUBJECTS. 

THE  editor's  advertisement. 

Op  the  following  Sermons,  the  first  four  were  fairly  transcribed  by  the  author,  but  probably 
had  not  undergone  liis  last  correction;  the  fifth  and  sixth  (preached  at  the  Tuesday  Lecture  in 
the  Old  Jewry)  were  not  transcribed,  but  had  upon  them  this  remark  :  *  Perused,  and  so  far  as 
*  I  am  able  to  perceive,  all  is  right;  and  I  humblj^  conceive  ou^ht  to  be  pubhshed:'  the  seventh 
was  transcribed  in  part:  the  eighth  and  last  is  entirely  printed  from  his  notes,  and  may  therefore, 
with  the  fifth  and  sixth,  be  considered  as  specimens  of  his  usual  compositions  for  the  pulpit. 


SERMON  I. 

THE  RIGHT  IMPROVEMENT  OF  TIME. 
Redeemng  the  time,  because  the  days  are  evil. — ^Eph.  v.  16. 

VVe  find  this  advice  twice  given  in  St.  Paul's  epistles:  and  in  both  places  recommended  as  a 
branch  of  prudence  and  circumspection.  So.  it  is  here:  "  See  then,  that  ye  walk  circumspectly, 
not  as  fools,  but  as  wise :  redeeming  the  time,  because  the  days  are  evil."  And  in  like  manner 
in  the  epistle  to  the  Colossians :  "  Walk  in  wisdom  toward  them  that  are  without,  redeeming 
the  time,"  Col.  iv^^  5. 

Some  expositors  suppose,  that  the  right  improvement  of  time  is  the  direct  meaning  and  design 
of  the  expression,  as  used  in  this  place:  and  say,  that  <  Redeeming  is  a  metwhorical  expression 

•  taken  from  merchants,  who  diligently  observe  the  fittest  time  for  buying  and  selling,  and  easily 

•  part  with  their  pleasure  for  gain.  So  do  you  also  deny  yourselves  in  your  ease  and  pleasure, 
•to  gain  an  opportunity  for  doing  good.*    Again:  *  Time  past,  strictly  speaking,  cannot  be 

•  recalled.     But  you  are  to  redeem,  or  recover  as  far  as  possible,  that  time  which  has  been  lost 

•  by  a  double  dihgence  in  improving  what  remains.'* 

Others  think,  that  the  proper  meaning  of  the  apostle's  direction  is,  that  the  Christians  to 
whom  he  is  writing,  *  Should  secure  themselves,  by  a  prudent  carriage  toward  all  men,  from  the 

•  inconveniences  of  those  difficult  times  in  which  they  lived:'  or,  *  "  redeeming  the  time;"  that 
^  is,  gaining  as  much  time  as  you  can,  prolonging  your  own  tranquillity,  and  the  opportunity  of 
•spreading  the   gospel.     Observe   a   prudent   behaviour   toward  unconverted  Gentiles,  and 

•  unbelieving  Jews ;  that  they  may  be  as  Uttle  exasperated  as  possible,  by  your  different  senti- 
•ments  from  theirs,  or  by  your  pure  and  holy  life,  whereby  you  seem  to  condemn  and 

•  reproach  them.'** 

*  Pool  upoD  the  place.    Tbe  same  opon  Col.  iv.  5.  >»  Lock  upon  the  pkice.    To  that  ptspoiej  Peiroe  opoD  CoL  it.  5. 
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I  shall  however  take  occasion  from  these  words  to  discourse  of  the  right  improvement  of 
time,  or  "  redeeming"  it  in  a  more  general  sense.  And  I  shall  consider  them  as  setting  before 
us  the  same  practice  which  Solomon  recommends:  "  Whatever  thy  hand findeth  to  do,"  whatever 
lies  before  thee,  which  is  useful  or  innocent,  "  do  it  with  thy  might,**  with  vigour  and  per- 
severance:  "  for  there  is  no  work,  nor  device,  nor  Riowledge,  nor  wisdom  in  the  grave,  whither 
ihou  goest,"  Eccl.  ix.  10. 

And  indeed,  if  we  were  to  suppose  this  exhortation  connected  with  what  precedes,  we  might 
be  inclined  to  think,  that  the  apostle  intended  to  stir  up  these  Christians  to  care  and  diligence 
in  general,  as  well  as  to  circumspection  in  particular,  and  a  prudent  carriage  toward  those  who 
were  of  different  sentiments,  for  securing  and  prolonging  their  tranquillity,  and  keeping  off  those 
evils  which  some  were  inclined  to  brinff  upon  them.  This  more  enlarged,  and  general  design  of 
the  exhortation  may  be  argued,  I  say,  from  the  context.  Which,  if  we  take  it  in  more  fully  than 
we  have  yet  done  is  this :  "  Wherefore  he  says.  Awake,  thou  that  sleepest,  and  arise  from  the 
deady  and  Christ  shall  give  thee  light.  See  then,  that  ye  walk  circumspectly,  not  as  fools,  but 
as  wise;  redeeming  the  time,  because  the  days  are  evil." 

The  right  improvent  of  time  seems  to  imply  two  things:  employing  ourselves  in  that  which 
is  good,  and  doing  that  good  with  care  and  diligence. 

I.  1  shall  therefore  in  the  first  place  show,  what  things  we  ought  to  be  employed  in. 

IL  And  then,  secondly,  how  we  may  best  improve  our  time  for  those  good  things  that  lie 
before  us. 

III.  To  which  I  intend  to  add,  in  the  third  place,  an  exhortation. 

!•  The  first  thing  to  be  considered  by  us  is,  in  what  things  we  ought  to  employ  ourselves. 
Here  I  shall  mention  these  several  particulars. 

1.  "  The  service  of  God."  For  God  is  the  creator  of  all  things,  and  their  Lord  and 
sovereign.  He  it  is  who  gives  us  all  things  to  enjoy.  And  in  him  we  live  and  move  and  have 
our  being.  We  breathe  in  his  air,  and  tread  on  his  earth,  and  live  upon  the  provisions  he 
affords  us.     Every  moment  of  our  time  produces  fresh  instances  of  his  bounty  and  goodness. 

He  is  the  great  governor  of  the  whole  world,  not  of  one  part  or  portion  only,  but  of  the 
whole  universe;  and  therefore  he  is  able,'and  does  direct  and  overrule  all  things  with  a  wise  and 
almighty  inspection  and  providence.  A  continued  supply  is  made  for  us,  and  for  all  creatures 
in  general.  He  also  overrules  the  spirits  of  men,  so  that  notwithstanding  the  unreasonable  and 
exhorbitant  desires  of  many,  their  violence  does  not  break  forth  to  disturb  the  general  peace  and 
tranquillity  of  the  world:  in  which  peace  and  tranquillity  we  have  our  share,  and  quietly  enjoy 
ourselves,  our  goods,  and  our  friends. 

We  should  therefore  very  much  employ  our  thoughts  in  admiring  and  adoring  God;  mr 
praising  him  for  his  goodness,  and  in  praying  to  him  for  the  continuance  of  his  favoui*  and  good- 
will, and  for  every  thing  necessary  to  our  comfort  and  happiness. 

Some  time  will  be  fitly  spent  m  secret,  in  meditating  upon  his  glorious  perfections,  in  con- 
templating his  great  and  wonderful  works,  and  in  recollecting  the  many  benefits  bestowed  upon 
us  hitherto  in  the  past  stages  of  life. 

And  we  should  allow  some  time  for  the  united  and  public  worship  of  God,  which  is  an 
obligation  founded  in  reason,  and  is  prescribed  by  revelation. 

Can  any  of  us  think  we  have  well  employed  our  time  in  this  world,  if  we  have  never,  or 
rarely  with  seriousness  and  attention,  thought  of  th^lt  Being,  who'is  the  most  perfect,  surpassing 
all  the  united  perfections  of  the  whole  creation:  without  whom  nothing  would  have  bepn,  of 
whom  are  all  things,  and  by  whom  they  subsist  ? 

2.  We  ought  also  to  employ  ourselves,  and  improve  our  time  in  securing  and  advancing  our 
own  spiritual  interests.  We  should  endeavour  to  know  the  state  of  our  own  souls :  what  are  our 
chief  passions ;  what  our  greatest  temptations.  It  may  require  some  time  and  care  to  form  a 
right  judgment  of  ourselves.  There  seems  to  be  good  reason  to  say  that  few  men  know  them- 
selves. The  heart  is  deceitful.  Many  deceive  others ;  some  mistake  and  are  deceived  about 
themselves. 

It  may  not  be  improper  therefore  to  allot  some  time  for  this:  to  consider  what  is  the  bent 
of  our  mind,  in  what  course  we  are,  and  whither  it  leads:  and  whether  our  behaviour  is  agreeable 
to  our  profession  and  principles. 

Our  mind  is  ourselves,  and  our  chief  care  ought  to  be  its  culture  and  ornament*    There  is 
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nothing  of  equal  importance  with  this.  When  we  remove  hence,  when  death  puts  a  period,  to 
our  present  state  of  action  and  existence,  we  leave  behind  us  our  estates  and  treasiu-es,  we  drop 
eur  titles,  and  all  external  ornaments.  •But  we  shall  carr}^  with  us  the  same  temper  and  disposb* 
tion  which  we  had  here:  and  our  works  will  follow  us.  Are  we  here  unholy  ?.  We  shall  be  here- 
after lodged  in  the  company  of  such  beings,  who  will  be  torments  to  themselves,  and  tormentors^ 
to  each  otlier.  Are  we  now  proud  ?  We  shrfl  then  be  abased.  Are  we  humble  ?  We  shall  then 
be  exalted.  Are  we  .pure  in  heart?  We  shall  then  see  God.  Are  we  merciful  ?  We  shall  then 
obtain  mercy.  .       .  .      .  • 

It  is  incumbeni  on  us  tlierefore  to  employ  some  time  in  considering  the  nature  and  obUgation 
of  those  virtues  and  dispositions  of  the  mind,  upon  which  so  much  depends;  to  confirm  our- 
selves  in  the  love  and  practice  of  them,  and  to  watch  against  temptations  that  might  ensnare  us, 
and  carry  us  off  from  the  course  which  leads  to  happiness.  It  behoves  us,  as  St.  Peter  says, 
"  to  give  all  diligence,  to  add  to  faith  virtue,  and  to  virtue  knowledge,  and  to  knowled^ 
temperance,  and  to  temperance  patience,  and  to  patience  godliness,  and  to  godliness  brotheny 
kindness,  and  to  that  charity:  and  to  make  our  calling  and  election  sure.  For,"  says  the  same 
apostle,  "  if  ye  do  these  tilings  ye  shall  never  fall.  For  so  an  entrance  shall  be  ministered 
unto  you  abundantly  into  the  everlasting  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,^ 
2  Pet.  i.  5,  &c. 

The  obligation  to  these  virtues  seems  not  to  lie  far  out  of  sight.  But  might  be  soon 
discerned,  if  men  would  be  persuaded  to  attend,  and  to  exercise  their  rational  powers  and 
feculties.  However  it  is  certainly  obvious  to  all  who  are  acquainted  with  the  Christian 
revelation. 

The  importance  of  securing  our  eternal  salvation  is  evident  upon  the  first  thought  about 
such  a  matter.  But  we  are  surrounded  by  temptations.  The  things  of  this  world  make  strange 
and  sudden  impressions  upon  us,  and  carry  us  away,  sometimes,  before  we  are  aware.  But  he 
who  frequently  employs  himself  in  considering  the  duties  of  his  station,  and  the  reasonableness 
of  them,  in  observing  the  real  excellence  of  holiness,  and  every  branch  of  it,  and  impressing  on 
his  mind  the  motives  and  arguments  tliere  are  to  the  practice  of  it,  is  likely  to  be  prepared  for  a 
time  of  temptation,  and  to  stand  and  overcome  in  it. 

Yea  a  few  hours,  at  some  one  time,  seriously  employed  in  considering  the  duties  of  the 
present  condition,  and  the  vast  moment  of  our  behaviour  in  this  worid,  with  respect  to  another 
state  of  endless  duration,  may  be  of  great  service  for  securing  our  choice  and  determination  in 
favour  of  virtue.  -  And  having  once  found  the  benefit  of  serious  consideration,  it  is  very 
probable  we  shall  be  disposed  to  renew  at  some  seasons  the  like  exercise  and  employment  of 
the  mind. 

3.  Another  thing,  in  which  we  ought  to  employ  ourselves,  k  the  business  of  our  calling- 
We  are  not  to  neglect  that  out  of  sloth  and  idleness,  nor  from  a  pretence  of  minding  the  things 
of  the  spiritual  life,  nor  for  the  sake  of  attending  to  the  concerns  of  other  men.  For  the  business 
t)f  our  calling  is  a  main  part  of  our  duty,  and  a  fundamental  obligation,  upon  which  every  thing, 
ebe  depends.  God  has  so  formed  us,  that  M*e  have  many  wants,  which  are  continually  renewed 
upon  us,  and  which,  in  dependence  on  Divine  Providence,  must  be  supplied  by  our  own  industry 
and  care.  What  good  reason  have  we  to  rely  upon  the  charity  of  others,  if  we  have  strength  to 
provide  for  ourselves  ?  Or  what  right  has  he  to  the  privileges  of  any  community,  who  contnbuter 
nothing  to  its  prosperity  ?  Yea,  what  man,  who  has  any  spirit,  would  choose  to  depend  upon 
others,  who  can  subsist  by  his  own  skill?  And  what  wise  and  good  man  would  wilhngly  receive 
that,  for  which  he  has  given  no  valuable  consideration  of  care  and  labour  ? 

I  might  insist,  that  sloth  and  idleness  expose  men  to  temptations  of  every  sort.  But  I 
choose  rather  to  observe  and  say,  that  a  man*s  weight  and  influence  in  this  world  must,  for  the 
most  part,  depend  upon  skill  in  some  calling,  and  diUgence  in  it:  and  that  the  very  pleasure  of 
life  is  advanced  thereby.  How  insipid  are  amusements  to  those,  who  know  <|ot  what  labour 
either  of  body  or  mind  is !  Moreover,  it  is  in  itself  very  desirable  to  have  wherewithal  to  give  to 
those  that  need.  Poor  and  indigent  persons  there  will  always  be  in  this  world  of  ours.  Some 
are  left  orphans  in  their  childhood,  before  they  can  help  themselves.  Some  labour  under  the 
decays  of  age.  Other  some  experience  the  waste  and  expence  of  continued  sickness.  Some 
are  reduced  by  strange  and  unexpected  accidents.     Some  are  unjustly  plundered  by  vioIence.^ 

He  who  by  care  and  diligence^  ajid  a  prudent  improvement  of  his  time,  and  the  several  ad« 
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vantages  that  have  been  put  into  his  hand  by  the  kind  providence  of  God,  has  gained  wliere- 
withalto  relieve  and  help  any  such  necessitous  persons,  has  good  reason  to  rejoice.  Which  leads 
me  to  another  particular. 

4.  Some  time  ought  to  be  employed  in  serving  others.  Man  is  naturally  a  sociable  creature. 
The  christian  religion  teaches  us  to  consider  ourselves  as  members  of  one  and  the  same  body. 
It  is  a  particular  and  express  direction  of  St.  Paul  ^  "  Look  not  every  man  on  his  own  things  : 
ibut  every  man  also  on  the  things  of  others,'*  Phil.  ii.  4.  ' 

Some  have  perplexed  and  difficult  affairs  before  them :  and  they  want  the  assistance  and 
the  united  counsels  of  others.  If  men  of  understanding  carefully  improve  their  time,  and  dis» 
^atch  their  own  afikirs  with  diligence,  they  may  have  leisure  to  advise,  help,  and  solicit  for 
X)thers,  in  those  intricacies  in  which  they  happen  to  be  involved. 

Some  are  weak  through  want  of  knowledge,  or  experience  and  credit  in  the  world :  and 
they  are  overpowered  by  men  of  superior  might,  who  are  artful,  and  skilful  in  carrying  on  op- 
pressive  measures,  and  then  securing  and  defending  themselves  by  ^ecious  pretences  against 
the  resentment  due  to  their  unjust  proceedings.  Will  it  not  be  an  act  of  ^eat  virtue,  to  a^rd 
isome  help  to  the  weak  cause,  when  upon  ^ood  grounds  we  know  it  to  be  right?  Among  those 
things  which  Job  urges  in  his  own  vindication,  he  does  not  omit  this  part  of  his  character:  «  I 
was  eyes  to  the  blind,  and  feet  was  I  to  the  lame.  I  was  a  father  to  the  poor ,  and  the  cause, 
which  I  knew  not,  1  searched  out.  I  brake  the  jaws  of  the  wicked,  and  plucked  tlie  spoil  out 
.of  his  teeth,'*  Job  xxix.  15 — 17. 

That  is  a  grand  performance ;  but  it  is  reserved  for  those  who  have  well  improved  their 
time  in  cultivating  their  own  minds ;  and  who  know  how  to  discharge  the  encumberances  of 
rtheir  own  affairs  with  expedition. 

II.  I  now  proceed  to  show  how  time  may  be  best  improved  in  these  good  works,  and  for 
-carrying  on  these  good  designs  and  purposes. 

1.  We  are  to  do  these  things  wiUi  all  our  might.  What  we  -do,  ^r  engage  in,  we  are  to  be 
intent  upon,  in  proportion  at  least  to  its  importance.  If  we  are  about  our  own  work,  in  the 
Jbusiness  of  our  calling,  we  are  to  mind  it,  and  not  be  slothful  therein  ;  but  to  do  it  with  dili- 
gence, that  it  may  be  dispatched,  and  we  may  not  he  hindered  from  the  service  of  God,  or  our 
.neighbour. 

If  we  are  engaged  in  the  ser\dce  of  God,  we  are  to  mind  that,  and  not  to  suffer  other  things 
then  to  occupy  our  thoughts.  Cold  and  indifferent  services  will  neither  be  acceptable  to  God, 
jior  profitable  for  ourselves.  Do  we  think  to  obtain  those  blessings  which  we  ask  but  faintly? 
Will  those  instructions  do  us  any  good,  which  we  scarce  regard  when  given  ?  Or,  have  those 
instructors  discharged  their  duty,  who  have  proposed  indeed  reasonable  admonitions,  and 
weighty  arguments,  but  without  inward  affection,  or  visible  zeal  and  concern  ;  as  if  the  things 
'discQur^iedof  were  indifferent,  of  little  or  Jio  moment.  It  is  Jio  wonder,  if  the  time  allotted  even 
to  the  worship  of  God  runs  waste,  if  we  are  unattentive  and  negligent. 

So  likewise,  when  you  undertake  any  service  for  another,  you  are  to  do  it  with  all  your 
might,  as  if  it  wei'e  your  own.  You  are  to  study  the  most  proper  and  effectual  means  of  sue* 
ceeding  that  can  be  thought  of.  Whatever  good  cause  you  espouse,  you  are  to  do  it  heartily  5 
ibr  otherwise  you  betray^  instead  of  promoting  it. 

2.  Another  way  of  impraving  time  is  to  lay  aside  as  much  as  possible  such  tilings  as  are 
trifling,  unnecessary,  and  of  small  moment;  and  to  contract  the  number  and  length  of  our  re- 
icreations.     Hereby  we  gain  more  time  for  those  things  which  are  material  and  important. 

It  is  true,  the  mind  ought  to  be  diverted,  and  cannot  be  always  intent  upon  great  matters  5 
tut  we  should  take  care  that  diversions  are  not  so  indulged  as  to  unfit  us  for  business  afterwards. 
This  is  the  proper  use  and  design  of  rdaxation,  to  fit  us  better  for  things  of  weight.  But  some  by 
giving  way  to  amusements  and  diversions,  by  exceeding  therein  as  to  length  of  time,  contract 
:80  light  a  habit^  as  to  be  disgusted  at  every  thiug  .grave  and  serious. 

The  body  too  needs  to  he  refreshed  by  rest-;  but,  certainly,  we  were  not  bom  to  sleep  onIy> 
And  it  has  been  often  observed,  that  when  that  is  indulged  beyond  the  proportion  which  nature 
requires,  all  the  powers  of  the  bodily  frame,  instead  Of  being  invigoratea  and  strengthened,  are 
fslackened  and  enervated. 

a.  Another  thing  that  will  be  of  service  for  improving,  or  redeeming  itime,  is  to  lay  hold  o^ 
iind  take  the  advantage  of  opportunities. 
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Every  one  knows  that  this  is  of  great  importance  in  commerce,  and  in  all  the  affairs  of  life. 
There  are  likewise  opportunities,  or  special  seasons  for  gaining  religious  knowledge,  and  ad- 
vancing the  good  dispositions  of  the  mind.  Such  is  the  friendship  and  conversation  of  a  serious, 
understanding  and  communicative  Christian.  The  Lord*s  day  is  an  opportunity  for  our  souls, 
as  it  is  a  day  of  rest  and  leisure  from  the  cares  and  business  of  this  present  life.  It  may  be  rea- 
sonably supposed,  that  then,  when  we  are  disengaged  from  other  things,  we  may  give  a  closer 
attention  to  those  instructions  which  are  proposed  to  us  in  the  public  worship  or  God :  and  we 
may  then  likewise,  especially  in  private,  without  inconvenience,  carry  on  our  meditations  to  a 
greater  length  than  we  can  ordinarily  do  on  other  days. 

There  may  likewise  also  be  opportunities  arising  from  the  temper  of  our  minds.  Possibly  we 
do  at  some  seasons,  and  in  some  circumstances,  perceive  in  ourselves  a  more  ready,  or  a  more 

g liable  disposition  than  at  others.  These  are  special  opportunities.  We  should  not  let  them  slip, 
ut  by  all  means  take  the  advantage  of  them  for  adjusting  maturely  the  great  principles  of 
reason  and  religion,  upon  which  we  are  to  act,  and  for  settling  in  our  minds  a  full  persuasion  of 
the  vanity  of  this  world  and  all  its  glories  ;  and  for  confirming  the  resolutions  of  virtuous  and 
holy  obedience,  which  are  just  and  reasonable. 

As  there  are  such  seasons  as  these,  favourable  to  our  own  best  interests,  so  opportunities 
may  offer  for  the  serving  others;  either  for  giving* them  advice  and  counsel,  or  reproof  or  for 
interposing  with  other  persons  in  their  behalti  and  to  their  advantage. 

4.  It  will  be  of  great  use  for  redeeming,  or  the  right  improving  of  time,  to  dispose  our  se- 
veral affairs  and  concerns  in  good  order.  This  contrivance  and  disposal  of  things  may,  itself, 
take  up  some  thought  and  time,  and  seem  to  retard  our  progress  for  the  present ;  but  it  will  be 
amply  recompensed  afterwards.  It  will  afford  pleasure  not  to  be  conceived  beforehand.  All  the 
perolexity  of  confusion  and  disorder  will  be  avoided :  and  many  things  will  be  done  and  effected 
witn  ease,  which  otherwise  would  have  been  left  undone  to  our  own  great  vexation,  and  the  loss 
and  detriment  of  others. 

5.  Time  may  be  upon  some  occasions  wisely  redeemed  by  avoiding  contention  about  trifling 
things  of  little  value.     . 

This  I  apprehend  to  be  one  reason  why  our  blessed  Lord,  in  such  emphatical  expressions, 
recommends  to  men  to  acquiesce  and  sit  down  contented  under  lesser  injuries  and  abuses,  rather 
than  withstand  them,  or  seek  satisfaction  for  them.  "  I  say  unto  you,  That  ye  resist  not  evil :  but 
whosoever  shall  smite  thee  on  the  right  cheek,  turn  to  him  the  other  also.  And  if  any  man  will 
sue  thee  at  the  law,  and  take  away  thy  coat,  let  him  have  thy  cloak  also.  And  whosoever  shall 
compel  thee  to  go  a  mile,  go  with  him  two,"  Matt  v.  39 — 11. 

It  is  a  point  of  prudence,  as  well  as  virtue,  to  pass  by  lesser  offences.  Better  it  is  to  lose  a 
small  sum,  than  run  the  hazard  of  wasting  a  great  deal  in  a  long  and  tedious  prosecution,  which 
may  never  succeed  at  last.  Or,  it  is  better  to  let  it  go  at  once,  without  farther  concern,  than  to 
spend  time  in  the  recovery,  which  may  be  employed  to  more  advantage  another,  way. 

The  like  may  be  said  with  regard  to  many  other  things,  which  are  causes  of  strife  and  dif- 
ference among  men.  Begin  not  a  strife  about  trifles,  lest  you  should  thereby  be  drawn  into  a 
long  and  ruinous  contention.  The  observing  this  rule  may  be  of  great  and  singular  use  on  the 
point  beibre  us,  of  redeeming  time. 

6.  Lastly,  Time  is  to  be  redeemed  by  a  prudent,  circumspect  and  inoffensive  behaviour  to 
all  men.  This  is  supposed  to  be  what  is  particularly  intended  by  the  apostle  :  if  so,  it  is  of  near 
affinity  with  other  directions  elsewhere.  "  If  it  be  possible,  as  nmch  as  in  you  lies,  live  peaceably 
with  all  men.*'  Rom.  xii.  18.  And,  "  Give  none  offence,  neither  to  the  Jews,  nor  to  the  Geo- 
tiles,  nor  to  the  cliurch  of  God,"  1  Cor.  10. 32.  Solomon's  observation  may  be  reckoned  appli- 
cable here,  as  well  as  upon  other  occasions  :  "  A  soft  answer  turneth  away  wrath,  but  grievous 
word^  stir  up  anger."  Prov.  xv.  1. 

In  this  way  redeem  time  to  yourselves,  for  all  the  good  purposes  of  life.  In  this  way  seek 
the  prolongation  of  your  peace  and  tranquillity,  by  avoiding  all  needless  offence  and  provocation, 
by  mildness  and  affability  of  discourse,  prudence  of  behaviour,  meekness  of  answer  to  all  thos0 
who  inquire  after  your  belief,  and  the  grounds  and  reasons  of  it.  By  a  readiness  to  good  ofiices, 
watching  your  temper,  guarding  against, such  discourses  and  actions,  as  are  offensive  and  disa- 

greeable  to  many  about  you,  and  which  your  peculiar  principles  do  by  no  means  oblige  you  to  : 
ereby,  I  say,  do  you  redeem  and  gain  time  for  the  worship  of  God,  for  your  own  interests,  and 

VOL.  V.  2  L 


Digitized  by 


Google 


25S  Posthumous  Strmons. 

for  the  good  of  your  friends,  attd  indeed  for  every  useful  design  which  you  have  at  heart,  andyoit 
are  at  all  qualified  for. 

III.  I  beg  leave  to  add,  in  the  third  place,  as  at  first  proposed,  a  serious  exhortation,  which 
shall  consist  of  two  parts.  First,  an  address  to  persons  of  different  agcF^  stations  and  characters  t 
and  then,  secondly,  some  considerations  by  way  of  motive  and  argument. 

1.  Let  me  say  somewhat  by  way  of  counsel  and  advice  upon  this  subject,  to  persons  of  dif- 
ferent ages  and  characters. 

Are  any  still  in  a  sinful  course,  and  under  the  power  of  evil  habits  ?  Do  any  daily  add  sint 
to  s?n  ?     They  do  somewhat  worse  than  barely  waste  time  :  for  they  employ  it  to  bad  purpose. 

Are  there  any  who  have  not  yet  sincerely  devoted  themselves  to  God,  with  full  purpose  of 
heart  to  serve  and  obey  him  ^  There  is  somewhat  yet  undone,  which  must  be  done,  or  you  are 
miserable  beyond  redress.  Be  persuaded  to  take  some  time  to  consider  the  course  you  are  in^ 
Probably,  you  will  then  see  reason  to  alter  it,  and  enter  upon  a  new  way  of  life.  "  I  thought 
on  my  ways,"  says  the  Psalmist,  "  and  turned  my  feet  unto  thy  testimonies.  I  made  haste,  and 
delayed  not  to  keep  thy  commandments,*'  Ps.  cxix.  59,  60. 

They  who  have  devoted  themselves  to  God  in  Christ  Jesus,  may  do  well  to  consider,  thafe 
tJieir  engagement  to  be  the  Lord's,  implies  an  obligation  to  serve  him  with  all  their  might.  Good 
habits  ought  to  be  improved  and  strengthened.  You  are  to  glorify  God  with  your  soid  and  your 
body,  which  you  have  consecrated  to  him.  You  ought  to  stir  up  and  awaken  men  to  attend  to? 
the  great  things  of  religion,  and  their  most  important  qoncems.  You  are  to  invite  and  draw  a& 
many  as  you  can  into  the  paths  of  virtue  and  holiness.  So  your  time  of  life  wilt  be  well  em- 
ployed :  and  in  the  end  you  will  receive  from  the  Lord,  whom  you  serve,  a  very  abundant  reward* 

Youn^  persons  may  perceive,  from  what  has  been  said,  how  great  an  advantage  may  be  made 
by  an  early  dedication  of  themselves  to  God.  You  are  in,  or  approaching  to^  the  best  part  of 
life.  Have  you  no  desire  that  it  may  be  employed  to  some  good  purposes  ?  ik  it  not  a  pity  that 
the  world  and  you  should  lose  your  best  time,  and  all  the  vigour  and  activity  of  yoiar  highest 
powers  ? 

Improve  then  the  earlv  days  of  life  In  preparatory  studies  and  labours  for  future  usefulness ; 
that  you  may  be  qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  of  your  station  with  reputation  and  credit* 
How  great  is  their  happiness,  if  they  know  how  to  improve  it,  whose  parents  furnish  them  with 
the  best  helps  for  knowledge  and  wisdom,  secular  and  religious,  and  who  constantly  watch  over 
their  conduct,  and  quicken  and  encoiuage  their  pursuit  of  every  thii^  excellent  iukI  laudable  t 
Great  likewise  is  their  privilege,  who,  when  their  nearest  relatives  are  straitened,  are  kindly 
forwarded  and  assisted  bv  others  of  generous  minds,  who  liberally  aflbrd  them  all  proper  helps 
for  attaining  the  knowledge  suited  to  their  rank  and  condition.  These  are  accountable  for  such 
a  privilege,  and  should  improve  the  time  i^lotted  for  attaining  that  skill  and  science,  which  may 
enable  them  to  live  comfortably  in  the  world. 

Are  you  in  years  ?  Have  you  passed  the  mornings  and  noon  of  life  ?  and  are  yon  drawing 
toward  the  very  evening  ?  and  has  all  that  time  been  wasted  <^  It  is  time  to  think  and  consider, 
and  take  care  to  improve  what  remains.  This  every  one  must  be  convinced  of;  but  perhaps  some 
may  be  apt  to  despair  of  doing  any  good  now.  To  such  I  would  say :  that  regard  for  time  past  and 
lost,  should  not  by  any  means  exceed  so  far  as  to  prevent  the  improving  of  what  is  lefl.  As  yet 
jrou  have  an  opportunity.  Nature  may  be  impaired  ;  but  then,  possibly,  you  have  fewer  avo- 
cations. And  some  temptations,  ^that  were  strong,  have  lost  their  force.  Endeavour  then  to  do 
this  good  at  last,  by  immediate  care  and  diligence  in  the  great  work  and  business  of  this  life,  the 
service  of  God,  and  serious  preparation  for  another  world,  to  leave  behind  you  the  testimony  of 
a  full  conviction,  that  after  naving  tried  the  ways  of  sin,  the  way  of  holiness  and  virtue  is  to  be 
preferred. 

Are  you  rich  and  exalted  in  this  world  ?  You  are  by  your  condition  discharged  firom  many 
of  the  low  offices  of  life  which  are  performed  for  you  by  others.  You  may  therefore  employ 
y^iarselves  in  things  of  a  higher  nature  :  in  contemplating  the  works  of  creation  and  Providence^ 
in  studying  the  principles  of  natural  and  revealed  religion.  So  you  may  furnish  your  minds 
with  a  rich  treasure  of  delightful  and  useful  knowledge^  And  you  may  have  opportunities  of 
eommunicating  excellent  instruction  to  those  whose  mean  employments  hinder  their  making 
many  reflections  for  themselves.  Or,  you  may  assist,  direct,  relieve,  such  as  are  in  want  and 
perplexity. 
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Arc  you  poor  ?  By  that  condition  of  life  yon  are  especially  necessitated  to  redeem  time  by 
assiduity  and  diligence  in  your  calling.  Sloth  and  idleness  would  throw  you  into  want  and  dis- 
tress :  and  at  the  same  time  dishearten  others  from  giving  you  relief. 

Diligence  is  one  of  the  proper  virtues  of  your  station,  and  the  chief  merit  you  can  attain  to. 
It  will  tnerefore  recommend  you  to  the  regard  of  others,  and  induce  them  to  lend  you  their 
helping  hand  for  your  support ;  especially,  if,  notwithstanding  your  best  care,  you  should  come 
into  any  remarkable  straits  and  difficulties  :  whereas,  if,  whilst  you  are  in  poor  and  low  circum- 
stances, you  are  idle  and  unactive,  by  this  demonstration  of  a  worthless  mind,  at  least  a  very 
great  defect  of  virtue,  you  check  the  charity  even  of  those  who  are  of  a  kind  and  benevolent 
disposition. 

And  let  me  observe,  that  as  the  nature  of  your  condition  very  much  engages  your  time  and 
thoughts  in  providing  the  necessaries  of  life,  you  ought  most  carefully  to  improve  the  rest  of  the 
Lord's  day  tor  the  conceins  of  your  souls  and  another  lite. 

II.  Having  mentioned  these  advices  and  counsels,  I  shall  now  conclude  all  with  some  consi- 
derations by  way  of  motive  and  argument. 

1.  Consider  that  time  is  precious,  and  the  improvement  of  it  is  of  great  importance.  It  is 
tlie  season  and  opportunity  of  serving  and  glorifying  God,  and  securing  the  eternal  welfare  and 
salvation  of  our  souls. 

Though  there  are  special  opportunities  in  the  time  of  life,  it  may  be  all  considered  as  an 
^opportunity  which  God  has  given  us  of  preparing  and  qualifying  ourselves  for  another  and  better 
life.  How  careful  should  we  be  to  improve  that  time  and  season  on  wliich  so  much  depends  ; 
no  less  than  everlasting  glory  and  happiness,  or  final  ruin  and  misery. 

2.  Consider  that  time  is  short  ana  uncertain.  There  is  no  very  long  space  between  the  day 
of  our  birth,  and  the  day  of  our  death*  How  strongly,  by  a  variety  of  comparisons,  does  Job 
represent  the  shortness  of  human  life,  and  the  swifl  and  irrevocable  progress  of  time  !  "  Now 
my  days  are  swifter  than  a  post :  th^  flee  away.  They  are  passed  away  as  the  swift  ships  :  as 
the  eagle  that  hasteth  to  the  prey,'^  Job  ix.  25,  26.  And  in  another  place,  «  My  days  are 
swifter  than  a  weaver's  shuttle,*'  Job  vii.  (>• 

3.  Proportionable  to  your  care  and  diligence  will  be  your  progress  and  improvement  So  it 
is  often  seen  in  the  af&irs  and  business  of  this  world.  Among  mi^ny  who  have  the  same  or  like 
outward  advantages,  he  usually  is  the  most  successful  who  is  the  most  diligent  and  punctual.  In 
the  pursuit  of  knowledge  he  likewise  has,  for  the  most  part,  the  advantage,  who  best  emplojra 
his  time.  It  is  the  same  in  religion.  The  diligent,  the  watchful,  the  circumspect  Christian,  is 
the  growing  and  improving  Christian. 

Perhaps  you  know  some  who  set  out  with  you  in  the  Christian  course.  You  began  together 
with  equal  ardour,  and  have  enjoyed  in  a  great  measure  the  same  external  means  and  helps : 
but  yet,  tiheir  improvements,  you  think,  are  by  fitr  more  considerable  than  your's.  Their  know- 
ledge of  religious  truths  appears  more  distinct  and  clear.  Their  faith  of  invisible  things  is  lively 
and  aflecting.  They  are  prepared  both  for  life  and  for  death.  They  have  no  tormenting  fears  of 
the  one,  nor  solicitous  desire  and  concern  for  the  other.  Their  moderation  of  affection  toward 
the  good  and  the  evil  things  of  this  life,  you  evidently  perceive,  is  not  insensibility  and  stupidity  : 
1>ut  a  wise  and  reasonable,  and  determined  preference  of  things,  heavenly  and  eternal,  to  things 
earthly  and  temporal. 

They  are  seldom  moved  by  anger :  whereas  you  oflen  fall  into  excesses  of  that  passion.  They 
can  overlook  and  forget  an  injury,  when  almost  every  little  offence  produces  deep  resentment  in 
your  breast  They  bear  courageously  very  aMicting  strokes  of  providence.  You  shrink  under  the 
weight  of  small  burdens. 

What  is  the  reason  of  this  ?  Is  it  not  that  you  have  too  much  depended  upon  the  fer- 
vour of  your  first  resdiutions,  and  have  much  neglected  the  means  of  your  progress  and  im- 
provement? Whereas  they  have  been  careful  in  redeeming  their  time  by  frequently  impressing 
on  their  minds  the  obligations  they  are  under,  and  reviving  the  sense  of  the  engagements  they 
have  entered  into.  Tliey  allot  time  for  serious  meditation  and  consideration.  When  they  pray, 
or  hear,  or  engage  in  other  religious  services,  they  are  intent,  and  do  it  with  all  their  might,  as 
in  the  presence,  and  under  the  eye  of  Godp 

They  not  only  read,  but  think.  They  not  only  hear,  but  recollect  also,  and  meditate  af- 
terwards. They  have  not  only  been  intent  and  fuUy  engaged  in  their  private  and  public  devotions, 
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but  they  have  also  gladly  embraced  opportunities  of  edifying  conversation  and  conference ;  and 
have  carefully  treasured  up  many  valuable  observations  which  they  have  made  themselves,  or 
received  from  others.  By  these  and  other  means  they  are  continually  on  the  improving  hand,  and 
grow  daily  stronger  and  stronger  in  the  Lord. 

4.  For  better  exciting  to  the  right  improvement  or  redeeming  of  time,  you  may  do  well 
to  observe  some  great  examples  of  diligence  and  zeal.  Such  an  one  was  the  apostle  Paul,  who 
was  in  laboura  more  abundant,  and  carried  the  knowledge  of  true  religion  to  a  vast  extent  in 
the  compass  of  his  indefatigable  life.  And  such  was  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  who, 
as  St.  Peter  justly  says,  "  went  about  doing  good,'*  Acts  x.  38.  And  himself  once  said,  "  I  must 
work  the  works  of  him  that  sent  me,  whilst  it  is  day.  The  night  coraeth,  wherein  no  man  can 
work,"  John  ix.  4.  And  how  well  every  portion  of  the  short  time  of  his  ministry  was  employed, 
we  evidently  perceive  from  the  history  or  it  in  the  gospels  ;  which  history,  though  very  brief 
and  compendious,  sets  before  us  the  most  eminent  example  of  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the 
welfare  of  men,  and  of  diligence  in  pursuing  those  ^reat  ends  that  ever  the  world  saw. 

5.  Lastly,  consider,  that  time  well  improved  will  aflford  comfort  and  peace  in  a  day  of  af- 
fliction, and  in  the  hour  of  death  ;  especiaJly,  if  you  begin  early  to  mind  the  triie  business  of  life, 
and  proceed  with  steadiness  in  the  way  of  religion  and  virtue.  You  will  not  have  reason  for 
boasting,  nor  will  you  be  disposed  to  it.  You  will  never  be  proud  of  your  good  works,  but  will 
humbly  own  your  defects,  and  cheerfully  ascribe  the  glory  of  what  has  been  well  done  to  God, 
the  fountain  of  all  perfection,  who  has  upheld,  guided,  taught  and  strengthened  you.  But  still 
it  will  be  very  pleasing  and  delightful  to  be  conscious  of  those  virtuous  dispositions  and  servicea 
which  God  himsejf  approves  and  will  reward.  And  you  may  be  able  in  the  end  to  say  with  the 
apostle,  and  with  a  like  joy  and  triumph :  "  I  have  fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  finished  my 
course,  1  have  kept  the  faith.  Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteousness, 
which  the  Lord  the  righteous  judge  will  give  me  at  that  day  ;  and  not  to  me  only,  but  unto  all 
them  also  that  love  his  appearing,"  2  Tim.  iv.  7,  8. 


SERMON  IL 

JESUS  MADE  A  CURSE  FOR  US. 

Christ  lias  redeemed  us  from  tlie  curse  of  the  law^  being  made  a  curse  for  us :  for  it  is  rvritUmf, 
cursed  is  every  one  that  hangeth  on  a  tree.  That  the  blessing  of  Abraham  might  come  on  the 
Gentiles  through  Jesus  Christ ;  that  we  might  receive  the  promise  of  the  spirit  through  faith. 
Gal.  iu.  13,  14. 

livERY  one  knows  that  the  main  design  of  the  apostle  in  this  epistle,  is  to  dissuade  the  Gala- 
tians  from  coming  under  the  yoke  of  the  law  of  Moses,  as  necessary  to  acceptance  with  God, 
and  eternal  salvation. 

Atf  these  Christians  were  his  own  converts,  and  they  had  paid  too  great  regard  to  some  artful 
men,  since  come  in  among  them ;  he  reproves  them  with  sharpness,  and  sets  arguments  before 
them  with  warmth  and  earnestness.  V  O  foolish  Galatians,*'  says  he  in  this  third  chapter,  "  who 
has  bewitched  you,  that  ye  should  not  obey  the  truth  ?  before  whose  eyes  Jesus  Christ  has  beea 
evidently  set  forth  crucified  among  you?  He  therefore  that  ministereth  the  spirit  to  you,  doth 
he  it  by  the  works  of  the  law,  or  by  the  hearing  of  faith  ?  Even  as  Abraham  believed  God, 
and  it  was  imputed  to  him  for  righteousness.  Know  ye  therefore,  that  they  which  are  of  faith, 
the  same  are  the  children  of  Abraham.  And  the  scripture  foreseeing  that  God  would  justify 
the  heathen  through  faith,  preached  before  the  gospel  unto  Abraham,  saying :  In  thee  shall  all 
nations  be  blessed.  So  then  they  which  be  of  faith  are  blessed  with  faithful  Abraham.  For  as 
n;iany  as  are  of  the  works  of  the  law  are  under  a  curse.  For  it  is  written  :  Cursed  is  every  one 
that  continueth  not  in  all  things  which  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  tliem*     But  that 
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no  man  is  justified  by  the  law  in  the  sight  of  God,  is  evident.  For  the  just  shall  live  by  faith. 
And  the  law  is  not  of  faith  :  but  the  man  that  doth  them  shall  live  in  them.  Christ  has  re- 
deemed us  from  the  curse  of  the  law  being  made  a  curse  for  us.  For  it  is  written :  Cursed  is 
every  one  that  hangeth  on  a  tree  :  that  the  blessing  of  Abraham  might  come  upon  the  Gentiles 
through  Jesus  Christ. 

I  shall  first  endeavour  to  show  what  is  meant  by  Christ's  being  made  "  a  curse  for  us  :**' 
after  which  we  will  observe  the  end  and  design  of  it.  4 

!•  The  meaning  of  the  expression  is,  that  our  Lord  had  suffered  the  death  of  the  cross. 
"  Christ,**  says  he,  **  has  redeemed  us  from  the  curse  of  the  law,  being  made  a  curse  for  us.** 
The  word,  indeed,  is  harsh  ;  but  I  say  it  truly  :  and  I  may  justly  so  express  myself.  "  For  it 
is  written,**  in  the  law :  "  cursed  is  every  one  that  hangeth  on  a  tree/*  The' text  here  referred 
to,  is  in  Deuteronomy,  "  And  if  a  man  have  committed  a  sin  worthy  of  death,  and  he  be  put 
to  death,  and  thou  hang  him  on  a  tree,  his  body  shall  not  remain  all  night  upon  the  tree ;  but 
thou  shalt  in  anywise  bury  him  that  day.  For  he  that  is  hanged  is  accursed  of  God  :  that  tHfr 
land  be  not, defiled,  which  the  Lord  thy  Godgiveth  thee  for  an  inheritance,**  Deut.  xxi.  22,  23. 

The  usual  punishments  among  the  Jews  were  strangling  and  stoning :  and  it  is  generallyr 
supposed,  that  by  the  hanging  in  Deuteronomy  is  intended  the  doing  so  after  death.  This  ap- 
pears from  the  preceding  words,  which  speak  of  the  man*s  being  put  to  death  before  his  sus- 
pension J  which  shows  that  this  punisliment  was  not  exactly  the  same  as  the  Roman  crucifixion  r. 
for  they  crucified  men  alive,  whereby  they  expired  before  they  were  taken  down.  But  this  was. 
only  hanging  up  their  bodies  after  they  were  dead,  exposing  them  to  open  shame  for  a  time. 

So  say  very  judicious  expositors.  And  if  this  be  right,  then,  by  our  Lord's  being  on  a 
cross  so  as  to  die  there,  he  was  made  a  curse  in  a  very  emphatical  sense. 

This  "  hanging  on  a  tree,**  according  to  the  law  of  Moses,  was  a  suspension  of  men,  after 
they  had  been  put  to  death  for  idolatry  or  blasphemy,  or  some  other  great  offence.  But  Jesus 
sufirered  the  pain  of  crucifixion,  and  died  upon  a  cross. 

The  words  of  the  law,  before  cited,  are,  "  If  thou  hang  him  on  a  tree,  his  body  shall  not 
remain  all  night  upon  the  tree :  but  thou  shalt  in  anywise  bury  him  that  day..  For  he  that  is. 
hanged  is  accursed  of  God :  that  thy  land  be  not  defiled.** 

That  is,  he  is  an  object  of  execration,  which  ought  to  be  taken  out  of  the  way ;  or  he  that 
is  hanged  on  a  tree,  is  an  abomination  ;  that  is,  the  dead  body  of  a  man  hung  up  and  exposed 
above  ground,  is  a  thing  extremely  impure,  and  offensive,  and  disagreeable,  and  therefore  it 
must  be  soon  taken  down  and  removed  out  of  sight. 

Our  Lord  therefore  was  treated  as  if  he  had  been  accursed  and  abominable  in  the  sight  of 
God  and  men. 

The  history  of  our  Lord*s  death  in  the  gospels  is  a  comment  upon  this  text,  and  is  well 
known  to  all.  He  was  apprehended,  tried,  condemned,  and  crucified  as  a  criminal.  And  he 
suffered  d^ath  at  the  common  place  of  execution  without  the  gates  of  Jerusalem. 

Every  one^  did  not  consider  him  as  an  offender,  or  guilty  of  any  thing  worthy  of  death.. 
But  the  voice  of  the  people,  concurring  with  the  opinion  oi  their  great  council,  prevailed ; 
and  the  sentence  was  executed  without  abatement. 

Nor  should  we  omit  to  observe  the  word  "  made:  being  made  a  curSe  for  us.**  He  was 
innocent,  but  was  treated  as  an  offender :  and  that,  according  to  the  permission,  will  and 
appointment  of  God  the  Father,  in  which  our  Lord  acquiesced.  "  Therefore  does  my  Father 
love  me,**  aays  he,  "  because  I  lay  down  my  life,  that  1  might  take  it  again.  No  man  taketh. 
it  from  me  ;  but  I  lay  it  down  of  myself.  I  have  power  to  lay  it  down,  and  1  have  power  to. 
take  it  again.     This  commandment  have  1  received  of  my  Father,**  John  x.  17,  18. 

For  uiis  great  trial  he  prepared  himself  by  prayer  and  meditation.  When  it  drew  near,  he 
earnestly  requested  "  that  the  cup  might  pass  from  him  :*'  but  added  :  not  my  will,  but  thine 
be  done.**  Prayer  being  ended,  he  rose  up,  and  went  cheerfully  through  the  sceae  of  sufferings 
that  was  allotted  to  him.  So  Christ  was  made  a  curse  for  us.^.  Or,  as  it  is  expressed  in  another 
text :  "  For  he  hath  made  him  to  be  sin  for  us,  who  knew  no  sin,  that  we  might  be  made  ,the 
righteousness  of  God  in  him,**  2  Cor.  v.  21. 

2.  In  the  next  place  therefore  we  are  to  consider  the  ends  and  effects  of  this  appointment,, 
which  are  here  expressed  in  a  twofold  phrase :  **  redeeming  us  from  the  curse  of  the  law,**  and 
obtaining  "  the  blessing  of  Abraham.** 
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The^e  words  may  be  easily  understood  by  observing  the  context,  which  was  read  at  the  be- 
ginning of  this  discourse.  "  For  as  many  as  are  of  the  works  of  the  law/'  ver.  10.  that  is,  wlio 
aim  to  be  justified  by  the  works  of  the  law,  "  are  under  the  curse.  For  it  is  written,  cursed  is 
every  one  that  continueth  not  in  all  things  which  are  written,  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them  ;*' 
which  is  next  to  impossible :  and  therefore  every  one  who  adheres  to  the  law,  comes  under  a 
sentence  of  condemnation.  . "  But  Christ  has  redeemed  us  from  the  curse  of  the  law  :'*  having 
set  us  free  from  an  obligation  to  it,  and  taught  us  how  we  may  be  justified  by  faith,  or  according 
to  the  rule  of  his  gospel. 

Which  is  the  same  as  the  other  privilege  here  mentioned,  "  that  the  blessing  of  Abraham 
might  come  upon  the  Gentiles  through  Jesus  Clirist :"  that  is,  that  the  Gentiles  might  be 
justified  in  the  same  way  that  he  was,  by  faith,  without  the  works  of  the  Mosaic  law,  which 
were  not  then  introduced  or  instituted.  **  Even  as  Abraham  believed,  and  it  was  accounted  to 
him  for  righteousness.  Know  ye  therefore,  that  they  which  are.  of  faith, '*  that  is,  who  believe, 
as  Abraham  did,  *<  the  same  are  the  children  of  Abraham,"  ven  6,  7«  and  are  accepted  of  God 
as  his  people.  "  And  the  scripture  foreseeing  that  God  woidd  justify  the  heathen  through  faith,'* 
ver.  8.  that  is,  that  the  time  would  come  when  all  men  should  be  assured  of  justification  and 
acceptance  with  God  in  the  same  way,  "  prisached  before  the  sospel  unto  Abraham,  saving,  in 
thee  shall  all  nations  be  blessed*  So  tiien  they  which  be  of  faith,"  who  believe,  and  look  for 
justification  by  faith,  according  to  the  gospel,  the  law  and  rule  of  real,  sincere  holiness  and 
virtue,  "  are  blessed  with  faithful  Abraham,*'  ver.  9. 

This,  I  think,  is  the  design  and  meaning  of  the  apostle  in  this  place.  And  it  is  what  he 
often  teaches ;  that  by  the  death  and  crucifixiqn  of  Christ  the  law  has  been  abrogated,  or 
rendered  useless. 

It  is,  I  say,  a  thing  which  he  often  speaks  of,  as  the  design  of  Christ*s  death,  to  deliver  us 
from  an  obligation  to  the  law  of  Moses,  and  from  the  penalties  and  inconveniences  hanging  over 
them  that  disobeyed  the  ritual  ordinances  of  it.  **  Even  so  we,  when  we  were  children," 
infants  under  age,  "  were  in  bondage  under  the  elements  of  the  world:  but  when  the  ftdness 
of  the  time  was  come,  God  sent  forth  his  Son,  made  of  a  woman,  made  under  the  law, — ^that 
we  might  ^receive  the  adoption  of  sons.*'  Gal.  iv.  3,  4.  6.  that  we  might  be  henceforth  deli- 
vered from  the  numerous  and  burdensome  rites  of  the  law  of  Moses,  which  had  in  them  no 
real  excellence,  and  that  we  might  be  treated  as  sons,  or  children  arrived  to  maturity ;  and 
might  be  accepted,  and  have  access  to  God  in  the  sincere  performance  of  a  truly  holy  and 
spiritual  worship  and  service,  which  is  reasonable  in  itself,  perfective  of  our  nature,  and  obUga- 
tory  at  all  times. 

And  at  the  beginning  of  the  Uiird  chapter  of  this  same  epistle  :  **  O  foolish  Galatians,  who 
hath  bewitched  you,  that  you  should  not  obey  the  truth :"  that  ye  should  not  continue  steady  to 
the  truth  of  the  gospel,  in  its  genuine  plainness  and  simplicity,  without  Jewish  rites  and  cere- 
monies ?  "  before  whom  Jesus  Christ  has  been  evidently  set  forth,  crucified  among  you :"  to 
whom  Christ's  death,  and  the  ends  and  designs  of  it,  were  once  so  clearly  represented. 

And  in  the  epistle  to  the  Ephesiatis,  ch.  ii.  14.— 16.  **  For  he  is  our  peace,  who  hatii  made 
both  one,  and  hath  broken  down  the  middle  wall  of  partition  between  us ;  having  abolished  in 
his  flesh  the  enmity,  even  the  law  of  commandments,  contained  in  ordinances,  to  make  in  him- 
self of  twain,  one  new  man,  so  making  peace.  And  that  he  might  reconcile  both  unto  God  in 
one  body  by  the  cross  ;  having  slain  the  enmity  thereby." 

To  the  like  purpose  also  in  the  epistle  to  the  Colossians,  ch.  ii.  13—15.  "  And  you  being 
dead  in  your  sins,  and  the  uncircumcision  of  your  flesh,  he  hath  quickened  together  with  him, 
having  forgiven  you  all  trespasses ;  blotting  out  the  hand-writing  of  ordinances  that  was  against 
us,  which  was  contrary  to  us,  and  took  it  out  of  the  way,  nailing  it  to  his  cross.  Let  no  man 
therefore  judge  you  m  meat,  or  in  drink,  or  in  respect  of  an  holy  day,  or  of  the  new  moon,  or 
of  the  sabbath  days  ;  which  are  a  shadow  of  things  to  come ;  but  the  bod^  is  of  Christ." 

In  these  places  the  apostle  seems  plainly  to  represent  the  abolishing  of  the  ritual  ordinances 
X)f  the  law,  as  an  effect,  or  at  least  a  consequence  of  Christ's  death.  But,  it  may  be  asked : 
what  influence  had  the  death  of  Christ  to  this  purpose  ?  How  did  Christ  redeem  us  from 
the  curse  of  the  law  by  suffering  himself  an  accursed  death  ?  How  did  he  by  his  death  on 
ik%  cross,  abolish  the  obligation  of  those  ordinances  which  are  not  of  a  moral  nature  ? 
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This  question  has  in  it  some  difBculty :  nor  did  all  at  the  time  of  tlie  first  preaching  the 
gospel  afler  our  Lord's  ascension  discern  the  law  to  be  abrogated. 

Let  us  therefore  observe  a  few  particulars  for  the  solution  of  this  difficulty. 

1 .  When  St.  Paul  speaks  of  this,  as  hrving  been  effected  by  the  cross  of  Christ,  he  may 
tliereby  intend  the  whole  of  his  doctrine :  as  it  is  common,  in  many  cases,  to  express  the  whole 
by  a  part. 

"  For  the  preaching  of  the  cross  is  to  them  that  perish  foolishness : — But  we  preach  Christ 
cnicified,  unto  the  Jews  a  stumbling  block,  and  unto  the  Greeks  foolishness;  but  unto  them 
that  are  called  both  Jews  and  Greeks,  Christ  the  power  of  God  and  the  wisdom  of  God,'* 
1  Cor.  i.  18,  23,  24.  For  "  I  determined  not  to  know  any  thing  among  you,  save  Jesus  Christ, 
and  him  crucified,"  1  Cor.  ii.  2.  He  does  not  mean  Christ's  crucifixion  only:  for  he  had  taught 
the  Corinthians  Christ's  resurrection,  and  the  whole  doctrine  of  the  gospel.  His  meaning  is^ 
that  he  resolved  not  to  preach  among,  them  any  philosophical  speculations,  but  the  Christian 
religion  only,  and  particularly  Christ^s  death,  with  all  the  articles  depending  upon  it.  So  like- 
wise:  "  God  forbid  that  I  should  glory,  save  in  the  cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  by  whom 
the  world  is  crucified  unto  me,  and  I  unto  the  world.  For  in  Christ  Jesus,  [that  is,  in  the  dis« 
pensation  by  him,  and  according  to  his  doctrine,]  neither  circumcision  availeth  any  thing,  nor 
uncircumcision :  but  a  new  creature,*^*  Gal.  vi.  14,  15. 

We  may  therefore  understand  by  the  cross  of  Christ,  his  whole  doctrine  confirmed  by  his 
ijeath;  and  easily  perceive,  how  Christ  may  be  said  thereby  to  have  abolished  the  law.  For  he 
taught  only  the  great  principles  of  religion,  and  the  moral  precepts  of  real  holiness,  in  the 
greatest  extent  and  perfection,  as  reaching  the  heart.  And  he  assured  men,  that  they  who 
received  that  doctrine,  and  acted  according  to  it,  would  build  upon  a  good  foundation,  and 
might  depend  upon  acceptance  with  God,  and  future  happiness. 

Yea,  tie  did  jiimself  say  such  things  as  amounted  to  a  declaration,,  that  the  peculiarities  or 
the  law  were  no  longer  oUigatory.     For  he  taught,  that  no  part  of  divine  worship  was  anyr 
longer  to  be  confined  to  the  temple  at  Jerusalem,  or  any  other  place:  that  God  is  a  spint,  and 
they  that  worship  him  must  worship  him  in  spirit  and  truth  i  and  that  those  evil  thmgs  only^ 
which  proceed  from  the  heart  of  man  are  defiling. 

S.  The  ceasing  of  the  obligation  of*  the  Mosaic  institution,  may  be  spoken  of  as  an  effect  or 
consequence  of  the  death  of  Christ;  inasmuch  as  his  death  was  the  conclusion  of  his  ministry^ 
add  the  accomplishment  <^  all  things  foretold  concerning  the  Messiah. 

As  the  law  was  designed  to  be  a  tvpe  and  adumbration  onlv  of  good  things  to  come,  the 
obligaticm  of  it  ceased  upon  Christ's  being  fully  manifested:  wha  was.  the  end  of  the  law»  to 
whom  it  pointed,  and  directed  men. 

The  i^postle  speaks  to  thb  purpose,  particularly  in  the  argument  before  taken  notice  of  in 
the  epistle  to  the  Colossians.  **  Let  no  man  therefore  judge  you  in  meat,  or  in  drink,  or  in 
respect  <^an  holy  day:— which  are  a  shadow  of  things  to  come:  but  the  body,  fthe  substance,! 
isofChrist-'* 

Christ  may  be  said,  ta  have  been  full^  come,  and  the  things  fbretold  eoncemii^  him,  may 
be  smd  to  have  been  accompli^ed  at  his  death,  and  his  resurrection.  As  he  said  to  the  dis^ 
ciples:  *^  These  are  the  wonb  which  I  spake  unto  you,  whilst  I  was  yet  with  you:  that  all  things 
must  be  fulfilled  which  were  written  in  the  law  of  Moses,  and  in  the  prophets^  and  ia  the  psalms 
concerning  me,'*  Luke  xxiv..  44.. 

Christ  then  being  come,  and  all  things  fbretc^d  of  him  having  been  fulfiHed  in  his  ministry,, 
and  death,  and  subsequent  resurrection:  the  law,  smd  its  rituals,  \i^hich  had  been  brought  in, 
and  appointed  to>be  in  force  only  till  he  came,  ceased  tahave  longer  any  obligation^  **  Wherebi- 
tbre  tnen  serveth  the  law? — ^It  was  added,  because  <^  transgression,  till  the  seed  should  come, 
to  whom  the  promise  was  made? — but  before  faith  came^  we  were  kept  under  the  law,  shut  up 
unto  the  faith,  which  should  afterwards  be  revealed.  Wherefore  the  law  was  our  schod-master^ 
for  child^s  guide,]  to  brin^  us  unto  Christ,  that  we  might  be  justified  by  fiuth.  But  afler  diat 
faith  is  come,  we  are  no  loiter  under  a  schoi^master.  For  ye  are  all  the  ehildren  of  God  by 
faith  m  Christ  Jesus,"  Gal.  hi.  19,  23—26. 

S.  Which  brings  me  to  one  thing  more,  by  way  of  solution  of  this  difficulty.  Upon  the 
death  of  Christ  the  obligation  of  the  law  ceased,  because  by  his  excellent  doctriue,,  and  miraca^ 
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lous  works,  his  self-denying  ministry  and  death,  he  has  rendered  all  these  ordinances  of  the  law 
useless  and  unnecessary. 

They  had  been  of  use  formerly:  by  their  number  and  variety,  their  shew  and  splendour, 
they  were  seiTiceable  to  engage  and  employ  the  Je^^sh  people,  and  those  who  joined  themselves 
to  them,  and  to  hinder  them  from  revolting  to  idolatry,  and  taking  up  the  customs  of  the  people 
around  them.  But  they  are  now  no  longer  necessary.  For  by  the  perfect  doctnne,  the  holy 
and  exemplary  life,  and  the  painful  and  ignominious  death  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  such  an  argument 
has  been  exhibited  for  true  holiness,  heavenly-mindedness,  the  sincere  and  constant  worship 
and  service  of  God,  that  these  ritual  ordinances  are  no  longer  requisite  or  useful.  There  needs 
iiot  now  any  great  number  of  external,  discriminating  rites  and  ordinances,  to  keep  the  people 
of  God  distinct  and  separate  from  the  rest  of  the  world.  For  in  the  death  and  resurrection  of 
Christ,  are  afforded  such  powerful  inducements  to  virtue,  as  may  effectually  preserve  men  IVom 
idolatry  and  apostacy  from  God,  without  the  guards  and  fences  of  ritual  ordinances. 

This  then  was  one  end  of  Christ's  submitting  to  the  fatigues  and  inconveniences  of  his  labo- 
rious ministry,  and  to  the  pain  and  ignominy  of  the  death  of  the  cross :  that  he  might  deliver 
his  people,  and  all  who  believe  in  him,  from  the  numerous  and  burdensome  appointments  of  the 
law  of  Mioses. 

He  was  "  made  a  curse  for  us,"  he  was  exposed  to  the  opprobrious  death  of  the  cross,  and 
alt  the  grievous  circumstances  of  it,  that  we  might  be  "  redeemed  from  the  curse  of  the  law," 
and  no  longer  fear  any  penalties  for  neglecting  any  of  its  unnecessary  institutions :  and  that  we 
'might  enjoy  "  the  blessing  of  Abraham,"  that  privilege  which  was  promised  to  be  conveyed  to 
the  world  through  him,  and  which  himself  once  enjoyed  in  his  own  person,  free  from  the 
appointments  of  the  law,  afterwards  enjoined  with  assurance  of  the  divine  favour  and  acceptance, 
solely  upon  the  ground  of  a  reasonable  and  truly  holy  service  and  obedience. 

III.  Nothing  now^  remains,  but  that  I  add  a  few  remarks. 

1.  We  may  now  distinctly  perceive,  for  whom  Christ  was  made  a  curse. 

Christ  says  the  text  has  redeemed  us  from  "  the  curse  of  the  law."  Thereby  some  would 
understand  particularly  the  Jews,  who  they  say,  alone  were  under  the  law.  But  I  think  it 
evident,  that  the  apostle  means  Gentiles  as  well  as  Jews.  For  he  here  says,  that  *<  Christ  has 
redeemed,  [or  delivered]  us  from  the  curse  of  the  law,  that  the  blessing  of  Abraham  might  come 
upon  the  Gentiles."  And  our  Lord  himself,  in  the  time  of  his  own  ministry,  when  the  call  of 
the  Gentiles  was  not  fully  opened,  expressly  says,  he  died  for  all,  and  not  for  thode  of  the  Jewish 
nation  only.  "  And  I  lay  down  my  life  for  the  sheep.  And  other  sheep  I  have,  which  are  not 
of  this  fold :  them  also  I  must  bring  in,*'  John  x.  15,  16. 

Indeed  all  were  in  some  measure  under  the  law  till  Christ  came:  obedience  tc^it  being  the 
duly  way  of  obtaining  a  share  among  the  professed  people  of  God,  or  his  visible  church. 

The  Christians  in  Galatia  were  not  Jews^  but  were  converted  from  Gentilism.  Yet  the 
apostle  writes  to  them  in  this  manner:  "  But  now,  after  that  ye  have  known  God, — how  turn 
ye  again  to  the  weak  and  beggarly  elements,  whereunto  ye  again  desire  to  be  in  bondage?'* 
Gal.  iv.  9^  They  never  had  been  Jews  nor  proselytes  -to  Judaism.  The  sense  of  the  apostle's 
words  therefore  is  this:  how  can  ye  despise  the  freedom  of  the  gospel,  and  approve  of,  and 
choose  that  state  of  things  which  prevailed  before?  When  all  were  required  to  receive  the  law 
of  Moses,  as  the  external  badge  of  relation  to  God,  and  his  family. 

And  afterwards  he  says,  **  Stand  fast  therefore  in  the  liberty  wherewith  Christ  has  made  us 
free,  and  be  not  entangled  again  with  that  yoke  of  bondage,".  Gal.  v.  1.  Which  expressions 
shew,  th.it  the  apostle  supposed  Gentiles  as  well  as  Jews  to  have  been  by  Christ  set  at  liberty 
from  the  law  of  Moses:  or,  as  in  the  text,  tJiat  he  had  "  delivered  us  from  the  curse  of  the  law." 

For  before  that,  according  to  the  constitution  of  things  introduced  by  the  law  of  Moses, 
since  the  Abrahamic  covenant,  all  were  to  be  proselyted  to  the  Jewish  religion.  There  was  no 
other  way  of  admission  to  religious  communion,  or  civil  conversation  with  the  people  of  God. 

The  character  of  Cornelius  in  the  Acts,  is,  that  "  he  was  a  devout  [or  good]  man,  who 
feared  God  with  all  his  house,'*  Acts  x.  2.  Nevertheless  Peter,  till  farther  enlightened,  and 
better  instructed  in  the  Christian  scheme,  and  particularly  directed,  scrupled  to  go  to  him. 
And  when  he  came  to  his  house,  he  said :  "  Ye  know,  how  that  it  is  an  unlawful  thing  for  a 
man  that  is  a  Jew  to  keep  company,  or  come  to  one  of  another  nation.  But  God,  [through 
Christ,]  has  shewed  me,  tnat  I  should  not  caU  any  man  common  or  unclean,"  Acts  x.  28. 
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t.  We  here  see  resson  to  admire  the  love  of  God,  and  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  and  what 
a  tribute  of  ^titude,  respect  and  obedience  is  due  to  him  who  was  "  made  a  cur?e  for  us  i* 
who,  according  to  the  will  of  the  Father,  resigned  himself  to  a  most  painful,  and  above  all,  a 
most  ignominious  death :  who  suffered  as  a  malefactor  with  men  of  the  worst  characters.  How 
reproachful  this  in  the  eye  of  the  world!  How  grievous  an  affliction  must  this  have  been  to  the 
Lord  Jesus,  after  all  the  honours  of  his  miraculous  ministry!  Here  is  every  tiling  grievous  and 
reproachful  that  can  touch  dn  innocent  and  generous  mind! 

Yet  our  Lord  went  through  it  patiently^  and  meekly,  with  a  view  to  the  great  and  desirable 
ends  proposed  by  it:  and  therefore  his  death  is  indeed  most  glorious;  and  it  has  been  greatly 
rewarded.  But  it  was  a  mixture  of  very  bitter  ingredients  which  he  tasted  of:  and  it  was  for 
our  saJce ;  and  in  particular,  that  we  might  be  delivered  from  the  burden  of  the  law,  and  from 
all  the  penalties  annexed  to  neglect  and  disobedience  to  it.  And  it  is  through  him,  that  we, 
who  once  were  afar  off,  have  been  brought  nigh  unto' God:  that  we,  who  before  were  aliens,  are 
made  heirs  and  fellow-citizens,  and  of  the  houshold  of  God,  without  any  of  the  burdensome 
institutions  of  the  law  of  Moses,  which  must  still  have  been  in  force,  and  we  must  have  sub- 
mitted to  them^  in  order  to  our  being  of  the  people  of  God,  and  members  of  his  church,  if  Christ 
had  not  by  his  death  given  such  attestations  as  he  has  done  to  the  truth  of  that  doctrine  of  pure 
religion  which  he  had  taught.  And  if  he  had  not  also  thereby  inspired  his  immediate  disciples 
and  followers  with  an  invincible  love  and  zeal  for  truth  and  virtue,  enabling  them  to  withstand 
and  surmount  the  greatest  allurements,  and  the  most  frightful  discouragements  of  the  present  life. 

3.  A  serious  attention  to  this  text,  and  argument,  may  assist  us  to  understand  some  other 
texts,  where  Christ  is  said  to  have  died  for  us,  for  our  sins. 

It  seems  that  the  death  of  Christ  was  not,  properly  speaking,  so  necessary  on  God's  part  as 
on  ours.  God  never  valued  nor  delighted  in  tlie  external  ordinances  of  the  law  of  Moses. 
IVTiat  he  looked  for,  and  required,  chiefly,  was  "  truth  in  the  inner  parts.**  He  desired  "  mercy 
rather  than  sacrifice,  and  the,  knowledge  of  God  the  Lord  more  than  burnt-offerings,"  &c. 

He  was  not  at  all  unwiUing  that  men  should  be  released  from  the  obligation  of  numerous 
ritual  institutions.  Find  but  out  a  way  to  bring  men  to  good  understanding  in  things  of  religion, 
and  a  love  of  real  holiness:  so  th^t  they  shall  no  longer  be  in  danger  of  casting  off  the  divine 
fear,  and  going  after  idols  that  are  not  able  either  to  near  or  save  those  who  serve  them :  and  he 
would  be  willing  tliat  ordinances  of  positive  appointment  shall  be  laid  aside. 

This  way  he  has  himself  graciously  discovered  and  approved  of;  sending  his  Son,  the  Mes- 
siah, and  appointing  the  humiliation,  as  well  as  other  curcumstances  of  his  life  and  deaths  in 
which  he  acquiesced.  Whereupon  the  many  peculiarities  of  the  law  of  Moses  were  abolished 
and  laid  aside  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  him  who  had  appointed  them. 

In  like  manner  God  was  not  unwilling  to  pardon  sinners,  if  they  could  but  be  brought  to 
repentance.  For  this  purpose  the  life  and  death  of  Christ  are  admirably  suited,  by  affording 
more  forcible  considerations  to  awaken  and  reclaim  sinners,  and  confirm  the  virtue  of  good  men, 
than  all  the  discoveries  of  reason,  aided  by  former  revelations.  God  needed  not  to  be  appeased^ 
But  sinners  needed  to  be  amended.  When  they  are  so,  he  readily  accepts  them.  God  is  in 
himself  gracious  and  merciful,  slow  to  anger,  and  abundant  in  goodness  and  truth.  He  desires 
not  the  death  of  sinners,  but  their  life  and  salvation.  If  sinful  men  will  but  be  persuaded  Ui 
forsake  their  evil  ways,  which  are  displeasing  to. a  pure  and  holy  God,  the  controversy  between 
him  and  them  will  be  made  up.  This  is  the  doctrine  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament.  Says 
God,  by  the  prophet  Isaiah :  "  Let  the  wicked  forsake  his  way,  and  the  unrighteous  man  his 
thoughts,  and  let  him  return  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  will  have  mercy  upon  him;  and  to  our  God, 
for  he  will  abundantly  pardon.**     Isaiah  Iv.  7, 

It  is  tlie  same  under  the  dispensation  of  the  gospeL  There  also  forgiveness  is  annexed  to 
repentance.  This  is  the  important  doctrine  preached  by  •Christ  himself,  and  his  forerunner 
Jotin  the  baptist,  and  his  apostles  after  him. 

Of  John  the  baptist,  St.  Luke  says:  "  And  he  came  into  all  the  country  about  Jordan, 
preaching  the  baptism  of  repentance  for  the  remission  of  sins,*'  Luke  iiL  3.  The  same  is  the 
character  of  our  Lord's  ministry,  in  all  the  Evangelists.  "  From  that  time  Jesus  be^n  to 
preachy' and  to  say.  Repent,  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand.''  So  in  Matthew,  ch.  iv.  17. 
To  the  like  purpose  in  Mark,  ch.  i.  14,  IS.  And  our  Lord,  when  risen  from  the  dead,  tells  his 
disciples,  that  now  <<  repentance  and  remission  of  sins  should  be  preached  in  his  name,  among 
vox-  V.  3  K 
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all  nations,  beginning  at  Jerusalem/'  Luke  xxiv.  47.  And  after  our  Lord's  ascension,  when 
the  Jews  at  Jerusalem  were  much  moved  by  the  discourse  Peter  had  made,  and  "  said  to  hini, 
and  the  rest  of  the  apostles.  Men  and  brethren,  what  shall  we  do?  Then  Peter  said  unto  them : 
Repent,  and  be  baptized  every  one  of  you  in  the  name  of  Jestis  Christ,  for  the  remission  of  sins; 
and  ye  shall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,'*  Acts  ii.  37,  38.  And  afterwards,  Peter,  in 
the  presence  of  the  Jewish  council,  says:  **  Him  hath  God  exalted — to  be  a  Prince  and  a 
Saviour,  for  to  give  repentance  to  Israel,  and  forgiveness  of  sins,''  Acts  v.  81. 

St.  Paul  reminding  the  elders  at  Miletus  of  his  past  conduct  among  them,  observes,  "  how 
he  had  kept  back  nothing  that  was  profitable  to  them,  but  had  shewed  them,  and  taught  them 
publicly,  and  from  house  to  house:  testifying  both  to  the  Jews,  and  also  to  the  Greeks, 
repentance  toward  God,  and  faith  toward  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,"  Acts  xx.  20,  21.  And  giving 
an  account  of  his  conduct,  and  the  doctrine  taught  by  him,  since  his  conversion  to  the  faith  of 
Jesus  Christ,  he  declares  to  king  Agrippa,  and  the  great  company  with  him,  how  he  had 
•'^  shewed  first  unto  them  of  Damascus,  and  at  Jerusalem,  and  throughout  all  the  coasts  of  Judea, 
and  then  to  the  Gentiles,  that  they  should  repent,  and  turn  to  God,  and  do  works  meet  for 
repentance,"  ch.  xxvi.  20. 

Sincere  repentance  therefore  is  the  condition,  upon  which  sinful  men  may  obtain  the  forgive- 
ness of  their  past  sins.  Yea  our  Lord  assures  us,  "  there  is  joy  in  heaven. over  one  sinner  that 
repenteth."  He  also  says,  that  **  there  is  joy  in  heaven  over  one  sinner  that  repenteth,  more 
than  over  ninety  and  nine  just  persons,  which  need  no  repentance,"  Luke  xv.  7 — 16» 

It  is  certain  therefore,  that  God  in  his  great  goodness,  will  pardon  and  accept  of  penitent 
sinners.  But  the  great  difficulty  is  to  bring  men  to  forsake  their  sins,  and  return  to  the  practice 
of  virtue.  This,  and  our  great  want  of  consideration,  our  affection  for  earthly  and  sensible 
things,  the  little  regard  which  men  have  for  the  things  of  religion,  have  rendered  the  most 
awakening  arguments  necessary.  These  are  set  before  us  in  Uhrist  Jesus.  And  Christ  has 
died,  in  order  to  bring  us  to  God,  and  to  induce  us  to  continue  in  the  ways  of  righteousness. 
•*  Who  his  ownself  *bare  our  sins  in  his  own  b6dy  on  the  tree,  that  we  being  dead  to  sin,  should 
live  unto  righteousness:  by  whose  stripes  ye  were  healed.  For  ye  were  as  sheep  going  astray: 
but  are  now  returned  unto  the  shepherd  and  bishop  of  your  souls,**  1  Peter  ii.  24,  25. 

4.  And  lastly.  Our  meditations  on  this  text  may  assist  us  in  discerning  the  divine  wisdom 
in  the  time  of  the  Christian  revelation. 

The  apostle  says,  "  When  the  fulness  of  the  time  was  come,  God  sent  forth  his  Son — ^made 
of  a  woman,  made  under  the  law,  to  redeem  them  that  were  under  the  law,  that  we  might 
receive  the  adoption  of  sons,"  Gal.  iv.  4,  5.  The  purpose  was  formed  very  early.  And  Christ 
is  spoken  of  as  **  the  lamb  slain  from  the  foundation  of  the  world,"  Rev.  xiii.  8.  But  the  full 
manifestation  of  this  design  was  deferred.  The  world  was  not  sooner  fit  for  the  mild  and 
gracious  dispensation  of  the  gospel.  It  is  true,  that  Abraham,  and  the  Patriarchs,  were  free 
from  many  incumbrances  afterwards  introduced.  And  for  a  while  true  religion,  the  worship  of 
God,  was  upheld  by  the  piety  of  the  heads  of  that  familj^.  But  when  mat  family  became  a 
nation,  it  evidently  appeared,  that  a  number  of  discriminating  rites  was  needful  to  keep  them 
separate  from  their  idolatrous  neighbours,  and  to  maintain  true  religion  in  that  which  was  the 
only  nation  and  people,  that  worshipped  the  only  true  God. 

We  ought  not  therefore  to  surmise,  that  the  coming  of  the  Messiah  was  too  long  deferred. 
If  the  expectations  of  men  had  not  been  raised  beforehand,  if  there  had  not  been  great  prepara- 
tions  made  for  his  reception:  the  Christian  revelation,  and  the  death  of  Christ  itsetf,  might  have 
been  either  in  vain,  or  however,  not  to  so-good  purpose,  as  it  was. 

Let  us  then  acknowledge  and  celebrate  the  wisdom  of  the  Divine  Being  in  affording  the 
world  the  advantage  of  so  reasonable,  so  spiritual,  and  so  gracious  an  institution.  Let  us  be 
thankful,  that  the  knowledge  of  it  Kas  been  brought  to  us,  and  that  the  evidences  of  the  divine 
original  of  this  religion  are. still  so  clear  and  satisfactory.  . 

And  as  we  m  these  late  ages  of  the  world  have  the  blessing  of  Abraham,  which  was  so  early 
designed,  free  from  the  incumbrances  afterwards  introduced,  and  imposed  even  upon  his  own 
ppsterity  by  nature;  let  us  prize  it,  and  steadily  adhere  to  the  essential  articles,  and  iijdispen- 
sable  laws  of  it,  cheerfully  ♦•  serving  God  in  holiness  and  righteousness  all  the  days  of  our  met" 
Luke  i.  74,/75. 
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SERMON   IIL 

THE  PROMISE  ANNEXED  TO  GODLINESS. 

For  hodily  exercise  prqfiteth  little:  but  godliness  is  profitable  unto  all  things j  having  promise  of  th6 
life  that  now  is,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come.  1  Tim.  iv.  8. 

These  words  comprise  in  them  three  propositions. 

I.  Bodily  exercise  profiteth  little. 

II.  Godliness  is  profitable  unto  all  things,  having,  particularly,  promise  of  the  life  that  i» 
to  come. 

III.  Godliness  has  also  promise  of  the  life  that  now  is. 

I  intend  to  consider  each  proposition,  in  the  order  just  mentioned. 
,      L  "  Bodily  exercise  profiteth  little."     Which  words  are  dift'erently  explained  by  expositors, 

1.  Some  interpret  these  words  in  this  manner:  all  that  men  do  outwardly  in  rehffion^  though 
commanded  by  God,  if  it  be  separated  from  the  devotion  of  the  heart,  profiteth  little.  Thi» 
^nnot  procure  acceptance  with  God,  nor  make  amends  for  defects  and  miscarriages,  in  point 
of  true  holiness. 

But  there  seems  to  be  little  ground  for  this  interpretation.  It  is  not  favoured  by  any  part 
of  the  connection,  except  that  godliness,  which  is  opposed  to  bodily  exercise,  does  indeed 
undoubtedly  include  in  it  the  devotion  of  the  heart,  as  well  as  outward  acts  and  performance^ 
of  religion. 

2.  Some  suppose  the  apostle  herein  to  refer  to  the  exercises  of  the  Greeks,  in  their  Olympic 
and  other  games,  and  any  exercises  of  the  body  preparatory  to  those  public  contentions. 

This  interpretation  has  an  appearance  of  probability.  St.  Paul  had  just  before  exhorted 
Timothy  to  exercise  himself  unto  godliness.  And  the  original  word  for  exercise  is  a  technical 
word,  often  used  concerning  the  preparatory  exercises  of  the  Grecian  racers  and  combatants, 
and  the  vigour  ^nd  activity  which  they  exerted  in  the  public  contention. 

The  apostle  then  adds:  for  bodily  exercise,  such  as  that  of  those  who  contend  for  victory  in 
the  celebrated  games  of  Greece,  or  polite  parts  of  the  world  as  they  are  esteemed,  though  it  be 
very  diflBcult,  painful  and  laborious,  profiteth  little.  It  may  conduce  to  the  increase  oi  bodily 
strength  and  vigour,  and  secure  tlie  victory  in  those  combats,  and  the  crown,  and  other  honours, 
and  temporal  advantages  annexed  to  it  in  this  world.  But  all  this  is  a  trifling  matter  in  com* 
parison  of  the  advantages  of  godliness.  And  after  this  manner  St.  Paul  writes  to  the  Corinthians. 

3.  Hereby  some  understand  a  severe  and  excessive  discipline,  practised  by  some  persons, 
which  is  mere  will-worship,  consisting  of  long  and  painful  fastings,  and  abstinence  from  things 
in  themselves  lawful  and  mnocent. 

Bodily  exercise,  says  a  learned  expositor,  is  here  bodily  discipline,  lying  in  abstaining  from 
certain  meats,  keeping  set  fasts,  watchings,  lying  upon  the  ground,  going  barefoot,  wearing 
sack-cloth,  or  hair-cloth,  abstaining  from  wine,  or  marriage:  all  this  is  of  little  advantage:  the 
mind  of  man  is  not  bettered  hereby. 

This  interpretation  seems  to  be  not  a  little  favoured  and  supported  by  the  coherence.  Now 
the  Spirit  speaketh  expressly,  says  the  apostle  at  the  beginning  of  the  chapter,  "  that  in  the . 
latter  times  some  shall  depart  from  the  faith,— speaking  lies  in  hypocrisy, — forbidding  to  marry, 
and  commanding  to  abstain  from  meats,  which  God  has  created  to  be  received  with  thanksgiving 
of  them  which  believe  and  know  the  truth. — If  thou  put  the  brethren  in  mind  of  these  things, 
thou  shalt  be  a  good  minister  (^  Jesus  Christ.— But  refuse  profane  and  idlie  fables ;  and  exercise 
thyself  rather  unto  godliness.  For  bodily  exercise  profiteth  little:  whereas  godliness  is  profitable 
unto  all  things.'* 

This  sense  is  received  by  many,  expositors  of  good  note :  bodily  exercise,  says  one,  intends 
useless  mortifications  and  macerations  of  the  body,  and  otlier  superstitious  practices  then  in  use 
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among  the  Jewfl  and  some  other  people.  And,  says  another,  by  bodily  exercise  St  Paul  means 
abstinences  and  austerities,  whicn  simple  or  hypocritical  men  nad  introduced.  And  he  makes 
use  of  an  expression,  v^hich  properly  signifies  the  combats  or  exercises  of  those  who  contended 
in  the  Grecian  games:  because  those  persons  observed  a  certain  diet,  or  regimen,  to  render 
themselves  more  fit  for  the  combats.  The  apostle's  observation  in  this  place  may  be  illustrated 
by  what  he  says  to  the  Colossians,  ch.  ii.  20 — ^23.  "  Wherefore,  if  ye  be  dead  with  Christ  from 
the  rudiments  of  the  world;  why,  as  though  living  in  the  world,  are  ye  subject  to  ordinances? 
(touch  not,  taste  not,  handle  not ;  which  are  all  to  perish  with  the  using)  afler  the  command* 
ments  and  doctrines  of  men: — ^which  things  have  indeed  a  shew  of  will-worship  and  humility, 
and  neglecting  of  the  body,  not  in  any  honour  to  the  satisfying  of  the  flesh.'*  A  passage  like- 
wise of  a  polite  Jewish  writer,  contemporary  with  our  Saviour  and  his  apostles,  though  no  Chris- 
tian, may  cast  some  light  upon  this  interpretation.  If,  says  he,  you  see  a  man  designedly  mor- 
tifying himself  with  hunger  and  thirst  when  the  circumstances  of  things  lay  him  not  under  any 
such  necessity,  omitting  the  usual  refreshments  of  bathing  and  anointing,  greatly  negligent,  or 
even  sordid  in  his  dress,  often  lying  upon  the  bare  ground  instead  of  a  bed,  and  pleasing  himself 
with  such  sort  of  temperance;  have  pity  upon  him,  and  shew  him  wherein  that  virtue  (of  tem- 
perance) consists:  forall  those  exercises  are  useless  torments  of  body  and  mind. 

The  apostle's  design  then  is  this:  bodily  exercise,  such  as  is  practised  in  the  public  games 
of.Greece^  or  in  the  preparatory  exercises:  and  that  which  some  others  obsefVfe  according  to 
rules  and  institutions  of  human  invention,  is  of  little  advantage. 

That  is  the  first  proposition.  - ' 

II.  The  Second  proposition  contained  in  the  text  is,  that  godliness  is  profitable  for  all  things^ 
having,  in  particular,  promise  of  the  life  that  is  to  come. 

This  indeed  stands  last.  But  I  have  chosen  to  invert  the  order,  and  speak  of  this  first, 
because  the  promise,  or  happiness  of  the  life  that  now  is;  as  to  godliness,  er  godh  persons; 
very  much  depends  upon  the  promise  of  the  life  that  is  tacorae:  for  which  reason  I  hope  this 
method  will  not  be  disapproved. 

By  godliness  I  think  we  are  here  to  understand  every  branch  of  religion  and  virtue,  which 
is  reasonable  in  itself^  or  expressly  required  and  commanded  of  God.  Indeed  the  word  is  some- 
times used  in  a  more  restramed  sense^  for  that  part  of  our  duty  which  more  immediately  respects 
Godr  as  when  it  is  said,  that  we  are  taught  by  the  gospel  to  live  "  soberly,  righteously  and 
godly  in  this  present  world,"  Tit.  ii.  i^.  But  at  other  times *he  word  has  a  more  comprehensive 
meaning.  So  at  the  end  of  the  preceding  chapter  of  this  epistle  to  Timothy,  ch.  iii.  16."  And 
without  controversy,  great  is  the^mystery  of  godliness.**  Again,'  in  another  chapter,  1  Tim.  vi.  3, 4. 
♦*  If  any  man  teach  otherwise,  and  consent  not  to  wholesome  words,  even  the  words  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  and  the  doctrine  which  is  according  to  godliness ;  he  i&  proud,  knowing  nothing.'* 

What  the  apostle  intends  by  godliness  here  we  may  learn  from  a  parallel  exhortation  in  the 
second  epistle  to  this  same  evangelist:  **Flee  also  youthful  lusts;  but  follow  righteousness, 
faith,  charity,  peace,  with  them  that  call  on  the  Lord  out  of  a  pure  heart;  but  foolish  and 
nnlearned  questions  avoid,'*  2  Tim.  ii..  2g,  25.  There  he  directs  Timothy  to  follow  the  several 
branches  ot  that  godliness,  to  which  here  in  the  text  he  only  in  general  exhorts  him  to  exercise 
himself. 

Undoubtedly  godliness  in  the  comprehensive,  which  is  a  just  sense  .of  the  word,  includes 
every  thing^  holy  and  virtuous,  the  love  of  God  and  our  neighbour,  and  all  the  duties  included 
in  these  general  precepts  and  principles  of  religion. 

It  includes  the  fear  or  reverence  of  God,  trust  in  his  care  and  providence,  faith  in  his  pro- 
mises, and  a  readiness  to  bear  and  endure  whatever  he  lays  upon  us. 

It  inchides  likewise  the  practice  of  trutb,  righteousness  and  goodness  toward  men.  We 
should  also  be  meek,  patient  and  long-sufiering.  And  we  are  to  govern  and  regulate  our  afifec- 
tions,^  senses  and  appetites,  according  to  the  riues  of  reason,  using  all  the  comforts  and  innocent 
enjoyments  of  this  life  with  sobriety  and  moderation. 

If  we  will  complete  the  chsu-atter  of  ffodliness,  we  should  walk  in  all  the  ordinances  and 
commandments  of  the  Lord  blameless,  without  any  wilful,  designed,  or  allowed  exceptions  and 
oaiissioris,  or  presumptuous  transgressions  whatever. 

And  we  should  maintain  and  profess  the  tnitfis,  which  God  has  made  known  to  us^  whether 
.by  reason  or  by  revdatiobjt  whoever  denies  or  opposes  thern^ 
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TWs  is  godliness,  wliich,  as  the  apostle  here  says,  "  is  profitable  for  all  things,  [and  in  par- 
ticular] has-a  promise  of  tjie  life  which  is  to  come/' 

They  who  live  godly,  who  adhere  to  aijd  observe  the  doctrine  which  is  according  to  godliness, 
and  practise  the  several  parts  of  piety  just  described,  shall  obtain  everlasting  life ;  happiness  and 
glory  in  a  future  state,  when  the  life  that  now  is  has  a  period. 

This  is  so  certain  and  so  manifest  a  truth,  that  to  you  it  needs  no  proof  or  demonstration, 
Jesus  himself  assures  us,  he  came,  that  his  people  "  might  have  life ;  and  tliat  they  might  hive  it 
more  abundantly,'*  John  x.  10.  He  has  declared,  that  when  he  shall  come  again  to  judge  the 
world,  and  shall  finally  separate  men  according  to  their  different  characters,  "  the  righteous  shall 
go  away  into  life  eternal,**  Matt.  x^v.  48.  He  said  to  his  disciples :  "  If  I  live,  ye  shall  live 
also:"  John  xiv.  19-;  and  bid  them  "not  to  fear,**  though  a  little  "flock,"  since  it  "was  their 
Father's  good  pleasure  to  give  them  a  kingdom,"  Luke  xii.  32.  This  is,  as  it  were,  his  last  will 
and  testament :  "  Father,  I  will  that  they  whom  thou  hast  given  me  be  with  me,  where  I  am> 
that  they  may  behold  my  glory,  which  thou  hast  given  me,**  John  xvii.  24.  It  would  be  tedious 
to  recite  only  a  small  part  of  the  passages  of  the  gospels  and  epistles  of  the  New  Testament, 
where  this  is  clearly  taught.  I  shall  only  remind  you  of  the  beginning  of  the  second  epistle  to 
Timothy,  and  of  the  epistle  to  Titus.  The  former  is :  "  Paul  an  apostle  of  Jesus  Christ,  by  the 
will  of  God,  according  to  the  promise  of  life,  which  is  in  Chi^st  Jesus.**  The  latter :  "  Paul,  a 
servant  of  God,  and  an  apostle  of  Jesus  Christ,  according  to  the  feith  of  God*s  elect,  and  the 
acknowledging  of  the  truth  which  is  after  godUaess:  in  hope  of  eternal  life,  which  God,  that 
cannot  lie,  promised  before  the  world  began.** 

Upon  the  foundation  of  this  well-grounded  hope,  the  apostles  recommended  it  to  men  tor 
forsake  all  sin,  and  practise  all  virtue.  For,  says  St.  Paul,  "  If  ye  live  jrfler  the  flesh,  ye  shall 
die;  but  if  ye  through  the  spirit  do  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body,  ye  shall  live,**  Rom  viii.  13; 
And  in  the  last  chapter  of  this  epistle  to?  Timely,  1  Tim.  vi.  17 — 19.  "  Charge  them  that  are 
rich  in  this  world, — ^that  they  die  good,  that  they  be  rich  in  good  works, — ^laying  up  in  store— 
a  good  foundation  against  the  time  to  come,  that  they  may  lay  hold  on  etern^u  life,**  1  Tim. 
Ti.  17— 19. 

**  This  then  is  a  faithful  saying,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation.**' 

III.  The  third  proposition  in  the  text  is»  that  "godliness  has  also  the  promiise  of  the  present 
life,  or  the  life  that  now  is.** 

This,  jiossibly,  may  require  some  proof  and  evidence.  The  former  proposition,  some  may  be 
ready  to  say,  is  indeed  unquestioned,  and  without  controversy  true  and  certain.  There  doe* 
**  remain  a  rest  to  the  people  of  God,**  Heb.  iv.  10.  When  Christ  sha^  come  again  to  render  to 
every  one  according  to  his  work,  there  will  be  equal  and  exact  retributions  mi^de  to  all.  And 
the  righteous  shall  receive  a  full  recompense  of  all  their  services,  labours  and  sufferings.  But 
here  it  is  not  so.  Here  the  religious  and  virtuous  seem  not  to  have  any  very  desirable  portion 
allotted  to  them.  They  are  c^len  neglected  and  scorned :  and  even  hated  and  oppressed.  They 
are  truly  and  prc^rly  styled  pilgrims  and  strangers  on  this  earth.  And  this  world  is  to  them  a 
very  vale  of  tears.  Did  not  Paul  and  Barnabas,  as  they  went  on  confirming  the  churches  which 
they  had  planted,  acknowledge,  "  that  we  must  through  much  tribulation  enter  into  the  kingdom 
of  God,**  Acts  xiv.  22.  Does  not  St.  Paul  likewise  say,  that  "all  who  live  godly  in  Christ  Jesus 
shall  sufifer  persecution,**  2  Tim.  iii.  12.  And  Solomon  under  the  ancient  Mosaic  dispensation, 
when  promises  of  temporal  good  things  for  the  righteous  are  thought  to  have  been  more  express; 
declares  from  his  observation  of  things :  "that  no  man  knows  love  or  hatred  by  all  that  is  before 
him,**  and  that  "all  things  come  alike  to  all,**  Eccl.  ix.  1,  2., 

To  which  I  would  answer,  that  nevertheless  it  ought  to  be  supposed,  that  there  is  a  truth  in* 
the  observation  of  the  text,  that  "  godliness  is  profitable  for  all  things,  and  has  promise  of  the  life 
that  now  is.**  We  have  no.good  reason  to  charge  the  s^stle  with  inconsistency.  Nor  has  he 
forgot  what  he  said  upon  other  occasions,  of  the  afflictions  and  persecutions  endured  hy  himself 
or  others  in  the  service  of  truth.  No,  these  things  were  ever  present  to  his  mind.  And  he 
immediately  adds  after  the  words  we  are  considering  t  "  This  is  a  faithful  saying,  and.  worthy  of 
all  acceptation.  For'therefore  we  both  labour  and  suffer  reproach,  because  we  trust  in.  the  living 
God,  wno  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men,  especially  of  them  that  believe." 

Let  me  attempt  an  illustration  of  this  point  in  the  following  observations. 

1.  It  is  certain,  that  God*s  providence  is  over  alt  his  works,  and  that  he  has  aa  especial^  and. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


270  Posthumous  Sermons. 

Qiore  favourable  regard  to  righteous  and  sincerely  good  men  than  to  others.  As  David  sajs : 
"  The  righteou3  Lord  loveth  righteousness,  his  countenance  doth  behold  the  upright,"  Ps.  xi.  7. 
vrhich  ought  to  be  admitted  as  an  undoubted  maxim,  never  to  b^' called  in  question:  ami  is 
equivalent  to  what  St.  Paul  says  in  the  words  cited  jiJst  now,  "  God  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men, 
especially  of  them  that  believe." 

2.  It  ought  to  be  owned,  that  the  great  promise  of  the  gospel  is  eternal  life,  or  happiness  in 
a  future  state,  the  life  which  is  to  come,  as  it  is  expressed  in  the  text.  "  And  tnis  is  the 
promise  that  he  has  promised  us,  even  eternal  life,"  1  John  ii.  25.  Again,  "  And  this  is  the 
record,  that  God  has  given  us  eternal  life:  and  this  life  is  in  his  Son,*'  ch.  v.  II.  And  to  the 
like  purpose  many  other  texts  of  the  New  Testament.  See  2  Tim.  i.  1.  Tit.  i.  1— 3. 
Heb.  viii.  6. 

3.  Nevertheless  there  are  under  the  gospel  dispensation  promises  and  assurances  of  comfort, 
peace  and  happiness  to  good  men  in  the  present  world.  Says  our  Lord,  ^'  Blessed  are  the  ipeek: 
^or  they  shall  inherit  the  earth,"  Matt.  v.  5.  Arguing  against  solicitude  for  the  things  of  this 
present  life,  he  says :  "  Therefore  take  no  thought,"  that  is,  be  not  anxious,  "  saying,  what 
shall  we  eat  ?  or  what  shall  we  drink  ?  or  wherewithal  shall  we  be  clothed  ?  For  your  heavenly 
Father  knoweth  that  ye  have  need  of  these  things.  But  seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of  God,  and 
his  righteousness:  and  all  these  things  shall  be  added  unto  you,"  Matt.  vi.  31,  3S.  And, 
<*  every  one  that  hath  forsaken  houses,  or  brethren,  or  sisters,  or  father,  or  mother,  or  wife,  or 
children,  or  lands,  for  my  name^s  sake,  shall  receive  an  hundred  fold,  and  shall  inherit  everlasting 
life,"  Matt.  xix.  29.  Or,  as  in  another  gospel,  "  shall  receive  an  hundred  fold,  now  in  this 
present  time,  houses,  and  brethren,  and  sisters,  and  mothers,  and  children,  and  lands,  with  per- 
secutions: and  in  the  world  to  come,  eternal  life,'*  Mark  x.  30.  And  when  he  forewarned  the 
disciples,  that  **  in  the  world  they  should  have  tribulation,"  John  xvi.  33,  he  sufficiently  assured 
them,  that  through  him  they  would  have  peace  and  comfort. 

4.  But  yet  neither  the  law  nor  the  gospel  makes  promises  and  assurances  of  remarkable 
prosperity  and  greatness  to  all  good,  men  in  this  world.  Not  much  w  ealth,  or  great  honour  and 
respect  from  men:  but  rather  only  a  competence  of  good  things,  favour  and  esteem  with  good 
men,  and  those  among  whom  they  live.  This  seems  to  be  what  our  Lord  means,  when  he  says, 
all  these  things,  food  and  raiment,  before  spoken  of,  shall  b^  added  unto  you. 

Nor  is  it  any  thing  more  that  is  promised  in  the  Old  Testament.  So  particularly  in  the 
thirty-seventh  Psalm,  a  remarkable  portion  of  scripture,  with  regard  to  this  point  "  Trust  in 
the  Lord,  and  do  good.  So  shalt  thou  dwell  in  the  land,  and  verily  thou  shalt  be  fed," 
Ps.  xxxvii.  3. — "  For  the  meek  shall  inherit  the  earth,  and  shall  delight  themselves  in  the  abun- 
dance of  peace,"  ver.  if. — "  I  have  been  young,  and  now  am  old:  yet  have  I  not  seen  the 
righteous  forsaken,  nor  his  seed  begging  bread,"  ver.  25.  And  at  the  sixteenth  verse  of  that 
psalm:  "  A  little  that  a  righteous  man  has  is  better  than  the  riches  of  many  wicked."  Which 
is  entirely  conformable  to  what  our  Lord  observes:  "  A  mans  life  consisteth  not  in  the 
abundance  which  he  possesseth,"  I^uke  xii.  15.  And  considering  the  snares  and  temptations  of 
this  present  world,  some  wise  men  have  chosen  a  competence  as  the  most  desirable  condition, 

{)referable  as  to  want,  so  also  to  abundance.  Says  Agur:  "  Remove  far  from  me  vanity  and 
ies ;  give  me  neither  poverty  nor  riches ;  feed  me  with  food  convenient  for  me :  lest  I  be  full 
and  deny  thee,  and  say,  who  is  the  Lord  ?  or  lest  I  be  poor,  and  steal,  and  take  the  name  of  my 
God  in  vain."  Prov.  xxx.  8,  9. 

5.  Some  inequality  and  diversity  of  circumstances,  with  a  variety  of  afflictions,  is  not  un- 
suitable to  the  present  state  and  condition.  In  this  world  the  nature  and  constitution  of  all  mei) 
is  frail  and  mortal;  it  is  a  state  of  j trial  not  of  recompense.  All  therefore  must  unavoidably  be 
liable  to  some,  yea  to  many  inconveniences,  troubles,  pains,  sorrows,  and  disappointments.  And 
all  without  exception  must  in  the  end  submit  to  the  stroke  of  death. 

Good  men,  as  well  as  others,  may  meet  with  trials  and  afflictions.  It  is  the  necessary  con- 
sequence  and  result  of  the  present  frame  of  things.  It  cannot  be  otherwise,  without  a  con-  , 
tinned  series  bf  miraculous  interpositions,  and  overSirowing  the  present  course  of  nature,  and 
turning  this  w^orld,  which  appears  to  be  a  state  of  trial,  into  a  state  of  remuneration  and  reward. 
Good  men  being  mortal  as  well  as  others,  they  are  liable  to  various  bodily  weaknesses  and  in- 
dispositions, to  pining  and  tedious  sicknesses,  and  even  to  long-continued  exquisite  and  tor- 
menting pains.     And  they  may  be  tried  and  exercised  with  other  disasters  and  afflictionS|  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


The  Promise  crmexed  to  Godliness.  271 

death  of  children  or  other  relatives  and  friends  j  at  other  times,  by  the  unkindness  and  sad  niis^ 
carriages  of  those  whose  spiritual  and  eternal  interests  are  most  precious  and  desirable  to  them. 

In  such  a  world  as  this,  wherein  all  are  frail  and  mortal,  where  there  are  different  characters, 
wise  and  foolish,  good  and  bad ;  where  there  are  different  tempers  and  dispositions,  where  there 
is  much  peevishness  and  perverseness,  as  well  as  mildness  and  compliance  ;  there  will  be  a  great 
deal  of  uneasiness  and  unhappiness,  and  a  very  considerable  diversity  of  circumstances.  Some 
bad  men  may  attain  to  abundance  of  outwird  grandeur  and  worldly  prosperity,  and  some  good 
men  may  be  depressed,  abused,  and  ill-treated.  At  the  same  time  ccmsidering,  that  neither  the 
affliction  of  the  one,  nor  the  prosperity  of  the  other  can  last  always;  and  that  neither  condition 
IB  unmixed,  and  entirely  throughout  uniform  and  of  a  piece,  the  inequality  is  not  vast.  For  in 
much  outward  prospenty,  the  most  established  and  secure,  there  will  be  cares  and  fears,  and 
tiiere  may  be  stin^mg  reflections.  And  in  afflictive  cases  there  are  usually  some  intervals  of 
case,  some  alleviations  and  abatements  of  pain  and  grief,  some  refreshing  supports,  cordials  and 
consolations. 

Which  leads  us  to  observe  farther : 

6.  Piety  has  many  advantages  relating  to  this  present  life,  and  good  men  have  grounds  of 
support  and  comfort  in  every  condition :  whereby  the  "  promise  of  the  life  that  now  is,"  is  ful- 
filled and  made  good  to  them. 

But  the  farther  consideration  of  this  point  must  be  deferred  to  another  seasom 


SERMON  IV. 

THE  PROMISE  ANNEXED  TO  GODLINESS. 


For  bodily  exercise  prc^eth  Utile :  but  godliness  is  profitable  unto  all  things,  hfoing  promise  of  th^ 
Ufe  that  now  is,  and  qf  that  which  is  to  come. — 1  Tim.  iv.  8. 

I  HAVE  already  shewn  what  we  are  to  understand  by  bodily  exercise,  and  that  godliness  has 
promise  of  the  life  which  is  to  come. 

III.  The  third  thing  is,  that  "  godliness  has  promise  of  the  life  that  now  is.*'    And  for 
illustrating  this  point  several  observations  have  been  mentioned* 

1.  It  is  certain  that  the  Divine  Providence  is  overall  his  works,  and  that  God  has  an  especial 
and  more  favourable  regard  to  righteous  and  truly  good  men  than  to  others. 

2.  It  ought  to  be  owned,  that  the  chief  promise  of  the  gospel  is  eternal  lift,  ot  happiness  in 
a  future  state. 

3.  Nevertheless  there  are  under  the  gospel  dispensation  promises  and  assurances  erf  comfort, 
peace  and  happiness  to  good  men  in  this  world. 

4.  But  yet  neither  the  law  nor  the  gospel  makes  promises  and  assurances  of  remarkaWe 
worldly  prosperity  and  greatness  to  all  good  men  in  this  world* 

5.  Some  inequality  and  diversity  of  circumstances,  with  a  variety  erf*  afflictions  and  troubles, 
is  not  unsuitable  to  the  present  state  and  condition. 

6.  Piety  has  many  advantages  relating  to  this  nresent  life,  and  good  men  have  grounds  of 
support  and  comfort  m  every  condition;  whereby  tne  promise  of  the  life  that  now  is,  is  fulfilled 
and  made  good  to  them. 

This  was  just  mentioned  the  last  opportunity.  And  it  is  the  main  point,  which  is  now  to  be 
made  out  by  us. 

And  I  presume,  that  all  may  by  this  time  be  sensible  of  the  reasonableness  of  the  method  in 
which  we  have  proceeded:  first  insisting  upon  the  promise  of  the  life  which  is  to  come  :  inas- 
much as  that  promise,  and  the  hope  of  future  eternal  life^  cann^  but  be  an  immediate  source  of 
comfort  and  joy.    And  without  that  promise  and  hope,  the  practice  of  virtue,  and  the  profession 
4f  truth.  If  possiUe,  would  in  some  cases  be  extremely  difficult  and  uncomfortable.    For  what 
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should  induce  men  to  hazard  all  their  present  intAests  for  the  sake  of  truth  ?  With  what  sati^ 
iaction  could  an  upright  friend  and  patron  of  religion  and  virtue  resign  this  present  life,  and 
submit  to  and  undergo  a  painful  death  for  the  sake  of  truth,  if  there  were  no  life  to  come  where 
some  recompense  may  be  received  ? 

In  showing,  then,  the  advantages  and  comforts  of  piety  here,  and  its  promise  of  the  life  that 
now  is,  the  promise  of  the  life  which  is  to  come  must  be  supposed,  and  taken  for  granted,  or 
well  proved :  as  indeed  it  is  a  certain  truth,  or  faithfiJl  saying,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation. 

In  making  out  this  point  I  intend  to  insist  on  the  several  following  particulars. 

We  will  compare  the  condition  of  good  and  bad  men  in  this  world.  In  the  next  place  we 
will  observe  aome  temporal  advantages  which  piety  will  be  attended  with,  and  may  be  the  means 
of.  It  also  secures  from  some  temporal  evils  and  troubles :  and  finally  it  affords  comforts  and 
enjoyments  which  are  not  to  be  had  without  it. 

!•  Let  us  compare  the  condition  of  good  and  bad  men  in  this  world.  For  possibly,  if  we  do 
so,  it  may  appear,  that  the  irreligious,  who  mind  nothing  but  the  affairs  or  this  world,  have 
seldom  even  no>y,  upon  the  whole^  any  great  advantage  or  superiority  above  the  truly  good 
and  virtuous. 

It  is  true,  there  are  some  instances  of  bad  men,  or  of  such  as  concern  themselves  about 
nothing  more  than  a  form  of  godliness,  who  have  a  great  deal  of  outward  worldly  prosperity: 
and  there  are  some  good  men  in  very  low  and  mean  circumstances,  who  meet  with  a  great  deal 
of  worldly  trouble  and  affliction  ^  but  it  is  not  always  so:  neither  do  all  bad  men  prosper:  nor 
are  all  good  men  in  adversity.  Success  does  not  always  attend  unrighteous  or  hypocritical  men 
in  their  unrighteous  designs.  If  tliey  are  unsuccessful;  if  they  are  disappointed  in  their  aims 
and  pursuits,  how  distressed  then  is  their  condition !  how  great  their  grief  and  vexation  I  which 
a  good  man  avoids,  or  very  much  moderates  upon  like  occasions. 

Supposing  the  covetous  and  ambitious  to  prosper,  and  obtain  the  advantages  they  aim  at  j 
still  those  advantages  are  exceeding  uncertain  and  vain.  They  cannot  afford  a  great  deal  of 
satisfaction.  For  they  are  accompanied  with  cares  and  fears,  and  may  be  all  lost.  If  they  are 
not  lost,  they  must  be  soon  lefl:  how  soon,  man  knows  not.  **  Riches,'*  as  the  wise  man 
observes,  "  certainly  make  to  themselves  wings:  they  flee  away  as  an  eagle  towards  heaven," 
Prov.  xxiii.  5.     And,  saj^s  the  Psalmist,  "  Man  that  is  in  honour  abideth  not,*'  Ps.  xlix.  12. 

There  is  no  stabiliW  in  earthly  things,  and  but  little  satisfaction  to  be  had  from  them  whilst 
they  are  possessed.  How  unsettled,  for  the  most  part,  is  the  condition  of  those  who  are  in 
places  of  honour  and  preferment !  How  numerous  and  how  watchful  are  their  enemies  and 
opposers !  For  which  reason  fears  and  jealousies  oftentimes  perplex  and  torment  the  minds  of 
those  who  are  in  the  most  exalted  stations.  And  though  men  are  much  advanced,  the  greater 
power,  honour  and  splendour  of  some  others  may  occasion  envy,  pining  grief,  apd  vexation. 
Whilst  men  have  many  and  great  advantages,  and  atmost  every  ingi'edient  of  worldly  felicity, 
somd  one  trouble  or  aflliction,  or  a  restless  desire  of  some  one  thing  still  wanting,  may  imbitter 
every  enjoymenfe. 

There  is  not  then,  any  thing  very  tempting  in  the  most  splendid  circumstances  of  bad  men, 

2.  It  should  be  considered,  that  there  are  many  temporal  worldly  advantages,  which  do 
usually  attend  the  practice  of  piety,  and  which  it  is  the  means  of.  Sobriety  and  temperance 
x^onduce  to  the  health  of  the  body,  which  is  a  very  great  blessing,  and  to  the  clearness  of  the 
understanding,  the  vigour  of  the  mind,  and  all  the  intellectual  faculties. 

The  health  of  the  body,  which  is  a  very  great  blessing,  the  clearness  of  the  understanding, 
the  vigour  of  the  mind,  and  all  its  intellectual  faculties  attend  upon,  and  are  fruits  of  piety. 
»Sobriety,  with  frugality  and  diligence,  will  ordinarily  go  a  great  way  toward  obtaining  and 
securing  a  competence  of  all  things  needfiR  and  convenient:  and  the  meek  shall  inherit  the 
•  earth.  Mildness  of  disposition  and  temper,  and  moderate  affections,  conduce  to  health  and  long 
life.  These  also,  together  with  a  prudent  and  agreeable  behaviour  toward  all  those  we  converse 
with,  if  they  advance  not  to  honour,  will  procure  the  favour  and  good  will  of  some,  and  good 
repute  with  the  wise  and  discerning.  "  He  that  will  love  life,"  says  St.  Peter,  "  and  see  good 
days,  let  him  refrain  his  tongue  from  evil,  and  his  lips  that  they  speak  no  guile.  Let  him  eschew 
evil,  and  do  good ;  let  him  seek  peace,  and  ensue  it.  For  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  over  the 
righteous,  and  his  ears  arc  open  to  their  prayers :  but  the  face  of  the  Lord  is  against  them  that 
4o  evil/*  1  Pet  iii.  10—12.    It  is  the  advice  of  Solomon :  ^  Commit  thy  ways  unto  4he  Lord, 
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and  thy  thoughts  shall  be  established,"  Prov.  xvi.  3.  Again :  "  When  a  man's  ways  please  the 
Lord,  he  m^eth  even  his  enemies  to  be  at  peace  with  him/'  ven  7.  He  also  observes :  <<  A 
man's  wisdom  maketh  his  face  to  shine,"  Eccl.  viii.  1.  Which  is  not  more  true  of  that  part  of 
wisdom,  which  consists  in  knowledge  and  underst^ding,  and  an  ability  to  resolve  difficult 
questions,  than  in  that  wisdom  which  consists  in  a  virtuous  conduct,  and  a  mild,  discreet,  and 
obliging  behaviour  among  men.  Goodness  and  beneficence  secure  men  respect  in  the  time  of 
their  prosperity.  And  if  their  circumstances  change,  and  they  be  brought  into  trouble,  they 
will  still  be  beloved  and  esteemed,  and  they  will  meet  with  some  to  protect  and  supply  them, 
and  interest  themselves  in  their  favour,  as  the  exigence  of  their  case  requires* 

S.  Another  thing  to  be  said  in  the  behalf  of  godliness  is,  that  it  tends  to  prevent,  or  secure 
from  many  evils.  Xhis  is  implied  in  the  last-mentioned  particular.  Let  me  however  show  this 
more  distinctly. 

Many  evils,  some  inward,  others  outward,  are  prevented  by  the  several  branches  of  piety* 
The  sober  and  temperate  avoid  the  bad  effects  and  consequences  of  intemperance  and  licen- 
tiousness. He  who  governs  his  passions  and  affections  lives  free  -  from  iifeny  uneasinesses  and 
disquietudes  that  torment  and  pierce  others  of  ungovemed  affections  and  passions.  The  truly 
pious  man,  that  is  not  ambitious  of  honour  and  preferment,  state  and  grandeur,  who  is  not 
covetous,  who  enlarges  not  his  desires  after  much  wealth  and  large  revenues,  avoids  solicitude 
and  perplexity.  The  humble  man  that  overlooks  neglects  and  ungrateful  returns,  and  some 
scornful  and  disdainful  treatment,  possesseth  himself*  in'  peace,  when  pthers  destitute  of  that 
virtue  are  rendered  unhappy,  or  rather,  make  themselves  unhappy,  by  the  misconduct  of 
other  njen. 

The  meek  and  patient,  who  can  pass  by,  or  bear  with  some  injuries  and  ofifehces,  avoid 
strife  and  contention,  and  all  the  disagreeable  consequences  thereof,  and  the  train  of  e\ils  that 
attend  them.  Ungoverned  excessive  anger,  deep  and  lasting  resentment,  beside  the  inward 
uneasiness  they  produce,  oftentimes  involve  men  in  great,  and  inextricable  difiiculties  which 
might  have  been  avoided.  And  whilst  the  man  of  ungoverned  passion  loses  the  favour  and 
affection  of  friends,  the  mild  .and  discreet  subdues  the  hearts  of  enemies,  and  gains  their  gc^ 
will  and  esteem. 

4.  Lastly,  Good  men  have  many  comforts  and  enjoyments  which  others  are  destitute  of. 
Solomon  recommending  wisdom,  openly  declares  (not  at  all  fearing  to  disappoint  those  who 
should  hearken  to  his  counsel,  and  make  the  experiment),  "  Her  ways  are  ways  of  pleasantness^ 
and  all  her  paths  are  peace.  She  is  a  tree  of  life  to  them  that  lay  hold  upon  her ;  and  happy  is 
every  one  that  retaiheth  her,"  Prov.  iii.  17>  18.  And  in  another  place  he  says:  **  A  good  man 
shall  be  satisfied  from  himself,"  ch.  xiv.  14. 

A  discreet  and  thoughtful  person,  who  has  considered  the  nature  of  religion,  and  the  exteni; 
pf  its  precepts  and  obligations:  who  has  formed  to  himself  just  sentiments  concerning  God  and 
the  way  of  serving  him:  and  who  does  actually  perform  the  duties  suited  to  his  capacities  and 
circumstances ;  reverii^,  honouring,  and  worshipping  God,  infinite  in  perfection,  and  th& 
fountain  of  all  good;  loving,  relieving,  helping  his  fellow-creatures  according  tp  his  power,  with 
fideli^  and  readiness ;  will  ordinarily  enjoy  much  peace  and  tranquillity  of  mind.    . 

if  at  any  time  he  have  been  misled  from  the  paths  of  virtue,  he  has  now  repented  of  all  his 
sins,  and  trusts  in  the  foi^iving  grace  and  mercy  of  God,  who  pardons  and  accepts  repenting 
and  returning  sinners:  and  he^eeps  himself  in  liis<  favour  by  carefully  avoiding  all  known  sin». 
and  performing  sincerely  every  known  duty. 

He  has  now  the  pleasure  of  integrity,  though  not  of  perfection.  And  being  in  the  frame  of 
his  mind  and  the  conduct  of  his  life,  obedient  and  conformed  to  the  will  of  God,  be  has  a  per- 
suasion of  his  favour  and  acceptance,  which  is  the  truest  joy  and  satis&ctioa. 

Such  an  one  is  happy  in  every  circumstance.  Alteration  oi^*  outward  condition  will  not 
utterly  destroy  l^is  peace  and  tranquillity,  satisfaction^  comfort,  and  joy.  The  sentiments  and 
Ungoage  of  the  Psalmist  are  those  of  all  good  men  in  general.  **  There  may  be  many  that  say, 
who  will  show  us  any  good?  Lord,  lift  tnou  up  the  light  of  thy  countenance  upon  us.  Thou 
hast  put  gladness  in  my  heart,  more  than  in  the  time  tnat  their  com  and  their  wine  increased,'' 
Ps.  iv.  6, 7»  .  .    > 

.  If  he  be  in  prosperity,  he  owns  God  to  be  the  giver  of  every  good  and  perfect  gif]t>  and  with 
deljght  offers  up  to  him  sacrifices  of  praise  wd  tlianks. 

VOL.  V,  3  N 
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Is  he  brought  into  trouble  and  affliction  ?  He  has  resources  of  peace  and  comfiMt,  whidi 
others  want.  He  still  trusts  in  God,  and  casts  his  care  upon  him.  He  has  a  great  deal  of 
comfort  in  the  consideration^  and  full  persuasion,  that  the  providence  of  God,  who  is  riffhteoiis» 
and  loveth  righteousness,  is  over  all:  and  he  thereupon  concludes,  that  all  things  shall  be  over- 
jxiled  for  the  good  of  those  who  adhere  to  the  laws  of  reason  and  virtue. 

As  spiritual  good  is  in  itself,  and  in  his  esteem,  the  most  valuable  good,  and  durable 
happiness  in  a  future  state  is  the  ultimate  end  of  man;  he  is  reconciled  to  present  afflictions,  b^ 
considering  them  as  the  chastisements  of  his  heavenly  Father,  appointed  and  laid  upon  him,  for 
making  him  more  pure  and  perfect,  and  more  meet  tor  unmixed  happiness ;  or  even  for  securing 
Ids  weifere  and  safety,  and  preventing  his  ruin,  that  he  might  not  finally  perish  with  the  world  of 
thoughtless  and  inconsiderate  men. 

(Certainly,  when  under  afflictions,  he  will  have  clifFerent  thoughts  and  apprehensions  con- 
cerning them  from  what  others  have.  His  affections  Were  not  before  so  set  upon  this  world  and 
the  things  of  it,  as  those  of  some  others  are:  though,  possibly,  he  too  has  exceeded  in  his  regard 
for  them.  However,  his  moderation  of  affection  for  them  is  now  of  great  benefit.*  And  these 
things  never  having  been  esteemed  as  his  sole  or  main  portion,  he  is  not  so  totally  dejected  and 
disconcerted,  as  some  others  are  in  like  circumstances.  This  is  no  small  advantage  in  a  world 
where  all  things  are  uncertain,  and  the  circumstances  of  men  frequently  vary  and  sSter. 

And  if  he  actually  find  afflictions  to  be  of  use  to  him,  of  service  to  his  spiritual  interests,  he 
is  mightily  reconciled  to  them.  His  troubles  may  appear  almost  shocking  and  unsufferable  to 
other  men,  and  the  meanness  of  his  outward  circumstances  may  lead  them  to  despise  him.  Still 
he  can  be  pleased,  if  he  find  himself  humbled  in  the  frame  of  his  mind,  more  affected  with  the 
evil  of  sin,  more  fully  determined  for  the  service  of  God,  and  the  performance  of  every  duty 
lying  before  him.  He  is  satisfied  if  these  afflictions  have  proved  the  means  of  such  good,  and 
have  better  fitted  and  prepared  him  for  that  world  where  all  sorrow  and  sighing  shall  flee  away  ; 
which  they  never  will  here.  In  this  manner  therefore  David  speaks  of  the  troubles  he  had  met 
with:  "  It  is  good  for  me  that  I  have  been  afflicted;  that  I  might  learn  thy  statutes,*'  Ps.  cxix.  71* 
^*  I  know,  0  Lord,  that  thy  judgments  are  right,  and  that  thou  in  faithfulness  hast  afflicted  me,** 
rer.  75. 

This  is  said  with  regard  to  the  common  afflictions  and  troubles  of  this  life. 

But  farther,  are  good  men  brought  into  difficulties,  on  account  of  the  precession  of  truth,  and 
acting  agreeably  to  convictions  of  their  conscience,  and  deliberate  judgment  concerning  things? 
Upon  such  an  occasion  they  have  special  supports  and  consolations.     They  have  now  a  strong 

Eersuasion  that  their  faithfulness  is  well-pleasing  and  acceptable  to  God.     And  they  have  a 
umble  hope,  that  if  they  can  persevere  to  the  end,  they  shall  be  saved,  and  receive  an  abun- 
dant reward. 

The  declarations  of  scripture  upon  this  head  are  full  of  comfort  and  encouragement  to  all 
who  are  brought  into  this  trial.  "  My  brethren,*'  says  St.  James,  "  count  it  all  joy,  when  ye 
fall  into  divers  temptations:  knowing  this,  that  the  trying  of  your  faith  worketh  patience. 
But  let  patience  have  its  perfect  work,  that  ye  may  be  perfect  and  entire,  wanting  nothing,'* 
Jam.  i.  2y  3.  St.  Paul  encountered  many  difficulties  in  the  service  of  true  religion.  And  the 
acknowledgments  he  bad  made  with  regard  to  his  own  and  other's  experience,  who  laboured 
with  him  at  that  time,  are  very  observable.  "  As  the  sufferings  of  Christ  abound  in  us,  so  our 
consolation  also  aboundeth  by  Christ,"  2  Coi*.  i.  5.  "And  we  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God. 
And  not  only  so,  but  we  glory  in  tribulations  also,  knowing,  that  tribulation  worketh  patience, 
and  patience  experience,  and  experience  hope.  And  hope  maketh  not  ashamed,  because  the 
love  of  God  is  shed  abroad  in  our  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  is  given  unto  us,'* 
Kom.  v.  3 — 5.  In  another  place:  "  For  which  cause  we  faint  not.  But  though  our  outward 
man  perish,  yet  the  inward  man  is  renewed  day  by  day.  For  our  light  affliction,  which  is  but 
for  a  moment,  worketh  for  us  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory:  whilst  we  look 
not  at  the  things  which  are  seen,  but  at  the  things  which  are  not  seen.  For  the  things  which 
are  seen,  are  ta[nporal:  but  the  things  which  are  not  seen,  are  eternal,"  2  Cor.  iv.  16 — 18. 

Whereby  we  perceive  the  true  and  effectual  blessing,  which  our  .  Lord  bequeathed  his 
disciples:  "  Peace  I  leave  with  you,  my  peace  I  give  unto  you.  Not  as  the  world  giveth,  give 
I  unto  you.  Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled,  neither  let  it  be  afraid,"  John  xiv.  27.  ♦*  These 
things  I  have  spoken  unto  you,  that  in  me  ye  might  have  peace.    In  the  world  ye  shall  have 
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tiibiilatirai.  But  be  of  good  cheer :  I  have  overcottie  the  world/'  John  xvi.  9S.  And  the 
Psalmist  of  old  could  say :  **  Great  peace  have  they  that  love  thy  law ;  and  nothing  shall 
rffendthem.*' 

As  a  good  man  of  any  rank,  in  any  state  and  condition,  proceeds  and  perseveres  in  the 
practice  of  piety  and  virtue,  he  has  an  encreasinff  joy.  His  perseverance  in  tne  way  of  God's 
commandment,  and  continued  respect  to  the  divine  precepts,  confirms  the  persuasion  of  hi:f 
int^rity,  and  he  assures  his  heart  before  God.  His  peace  and  satisfaction  are  very  likely  to 
prevail  more  and  more  toward  the  period  of  his  time  here  on  earth.  For  he  has  pleasing  reflec- 
tions and  comfortable  prospects,  to  which  others  are  strangers,  and  which  others  cannot  have. 
So  says  the  Psalmist:  <*  Mark  the  perfect  man,  and  behold  the  upright:  for  the  end  of  that  man 
is  peace,"  Pa.  xxxvii.  SJ.    And  this  is  an  important  point,  to  conclude  well. 

All  which  considerations,  I  presume,  sufficiently  prove  the  truth  of  the  observation  in  the 
text;  that  *^  Godliness  is  profitable  for  all  things,  having  promise  of  the  life  that  now  is^  as  well 
as  of  that  which  is  to  come." 

Having  now  sufficiently  considered  the  several  propositions  of  the  text,  I  shall  tx)ticlude  with 
aome  inferences  1>y  way  of  application. 

1.  We  may  hence  learn  to  be  cautious  how  we  pass  any  severe  censures  upon  men  oft 
account  of  the  disadvantages  of  their  present  condition,  or  the  outward  troubles  and  afflictions 
which  they  meet  with  here.  This  inference  follows  justly  from  things  before  said*  This  is  not  % 
state  of  recompense,  but  trial:  all  things,  all  outwara  things,  come  very  much  alike  to  all.  There 
is  no  knowing  good  and  evil,  love  and  hatred,  certainly,  by  those  things  which  befal  men  here« 
Nor  are  all  men  miserable  who  lie  under  external  disadvantages.  Some  may  be  greatly 
afflicted,  as  we  have  seen,  and  yet  be  peaceful,  joyful,  and  comfortable.  Some  may  meet  witli 
many  and  lon^  omtinued  troubles  and  afflictions,  who  yet  are  not  abandoned  of  God,  but 
improved  by  him:  who  are  sincere  and  upright,  and  persuaded  of  their  acceptance  with  God* 
There  are  good  reasons  for  such  a  dispensation.  Valuable  ends  and  purposes  are  answered 
thereby.  Good  men  are  improved  and  made  better  by  the  sufierings  they  endure.  Others  of 
more  imperfect  vutue  are  made  more  perfect,  and  learn  from  them  the  duty  of  patience  and  re- 
signation. And  many  by  observing  the  great  examples  of  patience  and  fortitude  of  some  good 
men  under  various  trials,  niiay  be  cbnviiiced  and  persuaded  of  the  truth,  power  and  excellence  of 
the  principles  of  religion. 

£•  Young  persons  and  others,  who  are  disposed  to  seek  ttnd  serve  the  Lord,  and  to  walk  in 
the  way  of  his  commandments,  may  be  hence  convinced,  that  they  have  no  reason  to  be  dis- 
heartened and  discouraged,  as  if  they  ^ould  find  no  pleasure,  and  obtain  no  advaptages  in  the 
way  of  religion  and  virtue.  I  hope  such  will  be  pleased  to  consider  seriously  what  has  been  said« 
For  a  principal  design  of  these  discoitrdes  haa  been  to  remove  such  a  prejudice  against  relidon, 
and  show  fully  that  it  is  false  and  groundless:  and  to  persuade  men  to  Come  to  a  speedy  ana  im- 
mediate determination  for  virtue,  which  is  really  profitable  for  all  things. 

S.  However,  certainly,  it  is  very  fit  and  prudent,  at  first  setting  out  in  the  way  of  virtue, 
and  takinff  upon  us  the  profession  of  true  religion,  to  consider  the  outward  disadvantages 
and  sufferings,  that  may  attend  such  a  course,  and  do  sometimes  befal  the  jsincere  and  con- 
scientious. By  this  means  we  become  prepared  for  aU  events.  Our  resolutions  are  more  con- 
firmed; our  obedience  will  be  the  more  uniform;  and  a  good  issue  becomes  more  likely.  We 
shall  not  only  begin,  but  also  finish  welL  The  path  of  such  will  be  as  the  morning  light,  that 
shineth  more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day. 

4.  It  seems  to  be  a  probable  truth,  that  the  highest  attainments  in  virtue  and  holiness  wiU 
have  the  largest  share  oi  comfort  and  happiness  in  this  present  life*  The  most  complete  in 
virtue  will  obtain  many  advantages,  and  escape  many  evils,  and  have  the  best  supports  and  con- 
solations :  for  these  know  best  1k>w,  and  are  best  able  to  trust  in  God.  They  are  most  resigned 
to  his  will.  They  have  tlie  most  lively  hope  of  an  heavenly  and  everlasting  inheritance,  lliey, 
usually,  have  the  most  comfortable  persuasion  of  the  divine  favour  and  acceptance.  Their  affections 
are  thie  most  mortified  to  earthly  and  senaible  things.  They  have  the  fuUbst  command  of  thtir 
appetites  and  passions.  They  have  less  anxiety  and  solicitude  about  earthly  things.  They  are 
wsii  co^ented  wi(ii  their  condition.  They  are  freest  from  envy,  ill-will,  jealousy,  and  othcir 
tronbleieme  «nd  tormentiilg  emotions  and  diseaBes  of  the  mind«  This  soundness  and  vigorous 
health  of  the  aoul  cai^t  Mrt;  \AVt  del^btfiil  efiects.    As  then  godHness  is  proAtablr  for  all 
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things,  the  greatest  attainments  in  piety  will  usually  have  the  best  portion  of  comfort  in  the  life 
that  now  is»  as  well  as  the  greatest  reward  in  the  life  which  is  to  come*. 

5.  Let  us  not  then,  having  begun  well,  be  ever  induced  by  any  means  to  forsake  the  practice 
of  pi^ty.  Let  us  hot  take  o£fence  at  the  troubles  and  afflictions  which  may  for  a  while  fie  upon 
us,  or  upon  some  others,  who  are  sincerely  devoted  to  the  service  of  Goa.  For  it  is  a  certain 
truth,  tnat  godliness  is  profitable  unto  all  things.  If  we  persevere  and  advance  therein,  we 
shall  be  more  and  more  convinced  of  this  truth,  *^  that  light  is  sown  for  the  righteous,  and  bad- 
ness for  the  upright  in  heait/'  Let  us  not  then  be  imposed  upon  by  some  specious  appearances, 
or  put  in  for  a  portion  with  every  one,  who  makes  a  show  of  mirth  and  gaiety.  Let  not  any 
thing  transport  us  beyond  the  bounds  of  serious  tliought  and  consideration.  -  If  we  weigh  things 
carefully  in  an  equal  balance,  piety  will  have  the  preference  in  our  judgment  above  irreligion 
and  wickedness.  And  knowing  the  inconstancy  of  our  tempers,  and  the  dangerous  tendency 
of  some  worldly  temptations,  we  shall  be  earnest  with  God  to  establish  the  good  and  wise  pur- 
poses of  our  heart  once  seriously  formed:  to  turn  away  our  eyes  from  beholding  vanity,  alid 
quicken  us  in  his  precepts.  , 

The  just  sentiments  of  the  apostle  in  this  text  and  context  deserve  our  notice.  He  speaks 
lightly  of  bodily  exercise,  as  a  small  matter:  whilst  he  highly  prizes,  and  earnestly  recommends 
sincere  piety..  And  he  censures  such  as  should  forbid  to  marry,  and  require  men  to  abstain 
from  meats,  which  God  has  created  to  be  received  with  thanksgiving.  It  is  the  same  which  bur- 
Saviour  said  and  taught  in  the  hearing  of  all  the  people:  <^  Not  that  which  goeth  into  the  mouthr 
defileth  a  man:  but  that  which  cometh  out  of  the  mouth,  this  defileth  a  man,''  Matt.  xv.  IL 
The  Christian  religion,  which  is  true  religion  only,  insists  not  upon  grievous  austerities,  and: 
severe  and  unnecessary  mortifications  of  the  body.  Christians,  if  they  understand  their  religion,, 
are  free  from  all  such  yokes  of  bondage  or  slavery,  which  are  below  ingenuous  minds.  And  it^ 
certainly  is  no  small  advantage  to  be  freed  from  burdensome  impositions,  and  needless  restraintsc 
of  this  kind;  and  to  be  able  without  scandal  to  partake  of  all  the  innocent  enjoyments  of  life: 
provided  men  do  not  set  up  some  other  sort  of  orthodoxy,  as  vain  and  insignificant ;  equally  un.- 
profitable  to  those  who  pride  themselves  in  it,  and  equally  troublesome  to  the  world  aroimd 
them. 

6.  Finally,  let  us  exercise  ourselves  unto  godliness.  Bodily  exercise  profiteth  little.  It  has^ 
no  divine  gospel  promise  of  any  good  thing  whatever.  But  godliness  is  profitable  unto  aU  things :: 
tod  has  promises  of  life  and  happiness  hereafter,  and  of  peace,  joy  and  comfort  here.  Let  us 
exercise  and  improve  ourselves  in  this  true  excellence,  by  meditation  and  prayer,  watchfulness- 
and  circumspection;  restraining  irregular  appetites,  purifying  ourselves  more  and  more,  "and. 
adding  one  virtue  to  another,  being  ready  to  every  good  word  and  every  good  work,  andr 
growing  daily  more  perfect  in  sobriety,  meekness,  patience,  and  every  other  part  of  true  real  piety.. 


SERMON  Y. 

INTERNAL  MARKS  OP  CREDIBILITY  IN  THE  NEW  TESTAMENT. 

Moreover y  I  tvill  endeavottr  that  you  may  be  able^  after  my  decease^  to  have  these  things  always  in 
remembrance.  For  we  hwve  not  foUowed  cunningly  devised  fables:,  whe7t  we  made  known  unto 
you  ^e  power  and  coming  qf  our  Lord  Jesus  Christy  but  were  eye-witnesses  of  his  majesty. — 
«  PWer  L 16,  16. 

We  are  setting  before  you  the  grounds  uponr  whicfr  we  recefve  the  Christian  religion  as  true 
and  cMvine,  No  religion  can  come  from  God  which  contains  prindples  or  rules  of  life  unworthy 
of  him;  part  c^  this  design  therefore  is^  to  show  the  excdleucy  of  the  principles- of  ©ur  religion^ 
and  the  goodness  of  its  precepts :  that  they  are  suitable  ta  the  divine  perfections,  and  such  as. 
may  prpceed  from  him,  without  any  derogation  to  himj  if  not  such  aa  could  come  from  none 
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but  God  himself.  Anottier  part  of  the  design  is,  to  consider  the  miracles  supposed  to  be  wrought 
by  our  Saviour,  and  his  apostles,  and  the  predictions  of  uncertain  events,  as  attestations  of  a 
divine  commission  for  giving  these  religious  instructions  to  mankind. 

But  it  is  needful  we  have  some  satisfactory  proof  of  the  truth  and  reality  of  these.  They 
who  were  eye-witnesses  of  any  wonderful  works,  are  satisfied  by  their  own  senses :  but  for  us, 
who  live  many  ages  after  the  promulgation,  and  supposed  attestation  of  this  religion,  it  is  neces- 
sary we  consider  what  evidence  there  is  of  the  account  we  have  of  them.  There  being  no 
miracles  wrought  before  us  for  the  confirmation  of  our  religion,  we  ought  to  be  convinced  of 
the  truth  of  those  that  were  done  in  the  first  ages  of  it.  If  it  be  made  appear  tliat  many  extra- 
ordinary works  were  done  as  proofs  of  a  commission  from  heaven,  that  predictions  were  made 
of  distant  and  uncertain  events,  which  were  afterwards  accomplished,  this  will  prove  the  divine 
original  of  the  Christian  religion.  What  lies  before  me  therefore  is  to  show,  that  the  account 
we  have  of  these  things  in  the  history  of  the  gospel,  and  particularly  in  the  books  of  the  New 
Testament  is  credible,  and  such  as  maybe  received  by  impartial  and  unprejudiced  persons: 
that  Jesus  Christ  dwelt  in  Judea,  and,  in  the  name  of  God,  tauffht  the  most  pure  and  excellent 
principles  of  religion,  worked  many  miracles,  healing  all  kinds  of  distempers  by  his  word,  raising 
the  dead,  and  tne  like:  that  he  foretold  many  uncertain  events,  which  afterwards  came  to 
pass;— his  own  death,  resurrection,  the  pouring  out  of  the  Holy  Ghost  on  his  followers,  with 
power  to  do  the  like,  or  greater  works  than  he  had  done  himself;  the  conversion  of  the  world 
to  his  doctrine,  and  the  destruction  of  the  Jewish  state:  that  he  was  crucified,  rose  from  the 
dead,  and  ascended  up  to  heaven :  that  his  apostles  and  others,  afler  this,  did  work  many 
miracles  by  powers  they  received  from  him,  and  propagated  in  a  great  part  of  the  woiAd  the 
doctrine  he  taught. 

The  particular  consideration  of  the  miracles  and  predictions  of  our  Saviour  and  his  apostles 
is  in  other  hands.  What  lies  before  us  at  present  is,  the  credibility  of  the  account  we  have  of 
them,  and  of  the  rise  of  our  reKgion.  That  it  is  not  a  forged  and  invented  story,  but  a  faithful 
narrative  of  matters  of  fact;  for  we  have  not  followed  cunningly  devised  fables,  as  the  apostle 
here  says,  but  have  delivered  to  you  only  an  account  of  what  we  saw  done  before  our  eyes:  and 
he  says  it  when  he  was  in  expectation  of  leaving  this  world  in  a  very  short  time:  "  Knowing 
that  shortly  I  must  put  off  this  my  tabernacle,  even  as  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  hath  shewed  me,  ** 
2  Pet.  i.  14.  St.  Luke  likewise  avers  in  the  beginning  of  his  gospel,  that  he  had  perfect  under- 
standing from  the  first,  of  the  things  concerning  which  he  was  about  to  write:  and  St.  John- 
says,  in  the  beginning  of  his  first  epistle,  "  that  which  we  have  seen  and  heard  declare  we  untou 
you,"  chap.  i.  2,  3. 

I  propose  to  set  before  you  the  internal  marks  and  characters  there  are  of  truth  and  probabi- 
lity in  the  account  itself,  the  history  of  the  New  Testament. 

1.  I  would  just  observe,  that  the  books  we  receive  this  history  from  have  the  names  of  par- 
ticular  persons;  and  this  is  an  argument  they  are  genuine,  when  there  is  no  particular  reason 
to  the  contrary.  The  positive  proofs  which  there  are  of  their  being  really  written  by  the  persons 
whose  names  they  bear,  belong  to  another  argument.  All  that  I  insist  upon  now  is,  that  they 
were  handed  down  to  us  in  the  names  of  the*  persons  who  take  upon  them  this  character  of 
living  at  the  time  the  things  they  relate  were  transacted'. 

As  for  the  four  gospels,  the  names  of  their  several  autiiors  are  not  indeed  inserted  in  them; 
Two  of  them,  Matthew  and  John,  were  of  the  twelve  disciples^  and  followers  of  Christ:  Mart 
was  a  companion  of  Peter  in  his  travels  and  preaching:  and  Luke  was  a  companion  of  Paul. 
Some  have  supposed  they  were  both  of  Aem  of  the  seventy-two  that  were  sent  forth  by  our 
Saviour  in  his  lifetime.  In  the  epistles  the  name  of  the  wnter  is  inserted  in  the  salutation  of 
the  person  to  whom  they  are  sent,  excepting  that  one  of  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  which,  if 
written  by  Paul,  as  is  generally  supposed,  might  be  omitted  for  special  reasons. 

2.  These  books  are  written  in  a  language  and  in  a  style  suitable  to  the  character  of  the 
persons  whose  names  they  bear.  The  langua^^e  is  Greek,  which  obtained  very  much  in  that 
country,  in  Syria  and  Judea,  and  in  Egypt,  after  the  conquest  of  Alexander,  and  the  division 
of  the  countries  he  had  subdued  amongst  his  generals.  The  language  is  Greek,  but  some  words 
are  used  in  a  different  sense  from  what  they  have  in  the  ancient  writers  that  dwelt  in  Greece 
and  its  colonies,  and  there  are  some  few  Syriac  words,  ^d  some  borrowed  from  the  Roma». 
laqgui^e,  and  there,  arie  phraser  that  have  somewhat  of  the  Syriac  or  Chaldee  idiom*. 
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3.  Here  are  many  characters  of  time  inserted,  which  are  arguments  that  it  is  a  read  history  of 
facts.  There  was,  saith  St.  Luke,  "  in  the  days  of  Herod  the  king  of  Judea,  a  certain  priest  named 
Zacharias,  of  the  course  of  Abia,*'  Luke  i.  5.  The  tii»e  of  our  Saviour's  birth  is  set  down  with 
particular  characters  by  the  same  evangelist.  •*  And  it  came  to  pass  in  those  days,  that  tliere 
went  out  a  decree  from  Caesar  Augustus,  that  all  the  world  should  be  taxed;*'  not  only  the 
city  of  Rome,  but  all  the  provinces  of  the  empire:  "  and  this  taxing  was  first  made  when 
Cyrenius  was  governor  of  Syria,*'  Luke  ii.  1,  2.  or,  as  the  words  ought  to  be  rendered,  according 
to  the  judgment  of  the  best  critics;  'this  taxing  was  before  that,  made  when  Cyrenius  was 
governor  of  Syria,'  to  distinguish  it  from  that  which  was  really  made  ten  years  after,  and  which 
proved  very  fatal  to  the  Jewish  nation,  by  the  sedition  raised  upon  the  occasion  of  it  by  Judas 
Gaulonites,  and  which  gave  rise  to  the  troubles  that  lasted  a  long  time.  St.  Matthew  says  like- 
wise, **  Now  when  Jesus  was  bom  in  Bethlehem  of  Judea,  in  the  days  of  Hered  the  king," 
Matt.  ii.  L  The  first  preaching  of  John  the  baptist  has  likewise  veiy  particular  characters  of 
time  specified.  "  Now  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  Tiberius  Caesar,  Pontius  Pilate  being  govemw 
of  Judea,  and  Herod  being  tetrarch  of  Galilee,  and  his  brother  Philip  tetrarch  of  Iturea,  and 
the  region  of  Trachonitis,  and  Lysanias  the  tetrarch  of  Abilene,  Annas  and  Caiaphas  being  the 
high  priests;  the  word  of  God  came  unto  John  the  son  of  Zacharias  in  the  wilderness,'"^ 
Luke  iii.  1,  2.  **  At  that  time  Herod  the  tetrarch  heard  of  the  fame  of  Jesus,"  Matt.  xiv.  1. 
And  in  the  Acts  of  the  apqstles  we  have  an  account  of  the  opposition  raised  by  the  Jews  against 
Paul  at  Jerusalem;  of  his  being  taken  out  of  their  hands  by  Claudius  Lysias  the  chief  captain^ 
of  his  being  sent  by  him  to  Felix  at  Cesarea;  and,  of  his  being  delivered  up  by  him  to  Portius 
Festus  his  successor.  All  these  are  such  marks  of  time,  as  give  some  appearance  of  a  true 
history  of  facts. — But  to  proceed: 

4.  The  great  design  of  this  history,  and  of  the  first  preaching  of  the  gospel,  has  nothing  in 
it  that  should  tempt  men  to  forgery  and  invention.  The  design  evidently  pursued  is,  the  reciti- 
fying  the  conceptions  of  men  relating  to  the  nature  of  God,  and  the  way  of  worshipping  him ; 
to  convince  them  of  their  sins,  and  to  turn  them  from  them.  Men  are  informed  of  their  duty^ 
exhorted  to  repentance.  The  Jews  are  admonished  not  to  depend  upon  external  privileges,  Ixil 
to  bring  forth  fruits  meet  for  repentance.  Gentiles  are  exhorted  to  turn  from  idols,  and  all 
abominable  vices.  The  strictest  regimen  of  thoughts  and  affections,  of  words  and  actions,  is 
erijoined  upon  the  sole  consideration  of  a  regard  to  God  and  a  future  account.  Had  it  been  an 
attempt  to  erect  a  civil  government,  or  an  ecclesiastical  polity,  there  might  have  been  somo 
ground  of  suspicion  of  the  miracles  urged  in  its  favour;  though  a  bare  suspicion  must  have 
given  way  to  plain  proofs.  And,  indeed,  the  gospel  has*  this  advantage  of  the  Mosaic  dispensa* 
tion.  His  commission  was  manifestly  proved  by  the  wonderfUl  things  he  wrought.  But  he 
formed  a  numerous  people  into  political  government,  and  settled  an  honourable  priesthood  in 
his  family  upon  his  brother,  and  his  descendants.  But  the  gospel  design,  as  represented  in  the 
New  Testament,  will  not  suggest  any  suspicions  to  them  that  observe  it.  TTiis  is  all  I  urge  at 
present,  that  the  great  design  promoted  in  this  history,  does  not  seem  to  carry  in  it  any  tempta« 
tion  to  forgery  and  invention. 

5.  We  have  in  this  history,  in  the  books  of  the  New  Testament,  a  very  natural  representa# 
tion  of  things,  with  all  the  appearances  of  likelihood  and  probability.  The  chief  subject  of  the 
four  gospels  are  our  Saviour's  discourses  and  miracles,  his  history  and  resurrection,  the  reception 
he  met  with,  the  reflections  the  people  made  upon  him,  the  exceptions  of  the  people  and  phari- 
sees  against  him,  all  wliich  are  suitable  to  the  character  of  the  persons,  and  the  principles  tliat 
obtained  among  them.  When  they  had  heard  some  of  his  discourses,  the  pecple  soon  appre- 
hended a  difference  between  his  doctrine,  and  that  they  had  been  wont  to  hear  from  their 
Rabbles.  "  When  Jesus  had  ended  these  sayings,  the  people  were  astonished  at  his  doctrine ; 
for  he  taught  them  as  one  haying  authority,  and  not  as  the  scribes,"  Matt.  vii.  28,  29.  After 
he  is  said  to  have  cured  divers  infirmities,  restored  sight  to  the  blind,  and  speech  to  the  dumb, 
and  delivered  some  that  were  possessed  with  evil  spirits.  Afler  he  had  wrought  some  cures,  it 
is  hi^hlv  reasonable  to  suppose  he  should  have  a  concourse  of  people  flock  to  him,  to  reap 
benefit  from  his  hands.  "  And  great  multitudes  came  unto  him,  having  with  them  those  that 
were  lame,  blind,  dumb,  maimed,  and  many  others,  and  cast  them  down  at  Jesus'  feet,  and  he 
healed  them:  insomuch  that  the  multitude  wondered,  when  they  saw  the  dumb  to  speak,  the 
mjaimed  to  be  whole^  the  lame  to  walk,  and  iht  hlifid  to  see:  and  they  glorified  the  God  of 
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Israel/*  Matt.  xv.  SO,  31.  "  The  multitude  marvelled,  saying,  it  was  never  so  seen  in  Israel: 
but  the  Pharisees  said,  he  casteth  out  the  devils  through  the  prince  of  the  devils,"  Matt.  ix.  38,  S4» 
Some  were  offended  at  the  meanness  of  his  parentage  an<^  education.  <*  Whence  hath  this  man 
this  wisdom,  and  these  mighty  works  ?  Is  not  this  the  carpenter's  son  ?  is  not  his  mother  called 
Mary?  and  his  brethren,  James,  and  Joses,  and  Simon,  and  Judas  ?  and  his  sisters,  are  they  not 
all  with  us?  whence  then  hath  this  man  all  these  things  ?  and  they  were  offended  at  him," 
Matt.  xiii.  54 — SJ.  "  The  Jews  then  njjLirmured  at  him,  because  he  said,  I  am  the  bread  which 
came  down  from  heaven :  and  they  said,  is  not  this  Jesus  the  son  of  Joseph,  whose  father  and 
mother  we  know  ?  how  is  it  then  that  he  saith,  I  came  down  from  heaven,"  John  vi.  41,  42. 
Again:  **  And  there  was  much  murmuring  among  the  people  concerning  him :  (viz.  at  Jerusa- 
salem)  for  some  said  he  is  a  good  man ;  others  said,  nay,  but  he  deceiveth  the  people.  Howbeit, 
no  man  spake  openly  of  him  (i.  e.  in  favour  of  him)  for  fear  of  the  Jews.  Now  about  the  midst 
of  the  feast,  Jesus  went  up  into  the  temple  and  taught :  and  the  Jews  marvelled,  saying,  how 
knoweth  this  man  letters,  having  never  learned?"  John  vii.  12 — 15.  "  And  many  of  the  people 
believed  on  him,  and  said,  when  Christ  cometh  will  he  do  more  miracles  than  this  man  hath 
done  ?  "  ver.  31.  "  Many  of  the  people  therefore,  when  they  heard  this  saying,  said,  of  a  trutb^ 
this  is  the  prophet:  others  said,  this  is  the  Christ:  but  some  said,  shall  Christ  <^ome  out  of 
Galilee?"  ver.  40,  41. 

The  ninth  chapter  of  St.  John's  gospel  is  an  account  of  the  miracle  wrought  upon  a  blind 
man  whom  he  restored  to  sight;  the  scruples  of  divers  of  the  people ;  the  inquisitiveness  of  the 
Pharisees  about  it ;  the  shyness  of  the  parents  of  the  blind  man  to  answer  all  their  questions  ^ 
the  reflections  of  the  pharisees,  the  reply  of  the  blind  man  are  altogetlier  so  natural,  that  the 
story  can  be  nothing  else  but  a  bare  representation  of  a  real  matter  of  fact :  the  chapter  cannot 
be  abridged,  but  may  be  read  at  your  leisure,  with  the  view  for  which  I  refer  to  it  with  great 
satisfaction.  '<  There  was  a  division,  [or  argument,]  among  the  Jews  for  these  sayings.  And 
many  of  them  said,  he  hath  a  devil,  and  is  mad;  why  hear  ye  him?  Others  said,  these  are  not 
the  words  of  one  that  hath  a  devil.  Can  a  devil  open  the  eyes  of  the  blind?"  John  x.  19 — 21. 
And,  at  some  times,  great  numbers  of  people  were  so  moved  by  the  sight  of  his  miracles,  and 
the  new  and  surprising  nature  of  his  discourses,  that  they  entertained  a  very  strong  persuasiof» 
he  must  be  the  deliverer  they  expected,  and  therefore  invited  him  to  take  the  authority  and 
state  of  a  king,  and  undertake  to  deUver  them  from  the  Roman  government,  particularly  after 
be  had  fed  five  thousand  with  five  loaves  and  a  few  small  fishes,  "  When  they  had  seen  the 
miracle  which  Jesus  had  done,  said,  this  is  of  a  truth  that  prophet  that  should  come  into  the 
world."  So  that  perceiving  "  they  would  come  and  take  him  by  force,  to  make  him  a  king,"' 
he  was  obliged  to  depart  **  into  a  mountain  alone,"  John  vi.  14,  15.  to  frustrate  this  their  design, 
so  contrary  to  all  his  intentions.  At  another  time,  great  numbers  are  said  to  have  conducted 
bim  in  triumph  into  Jerusalem :  "  And  a  very  great  multitude  spread  their  garments  in  the 
way,  others  cut  down  branches  from  the  trees  and  strawed  them  in  the  way.  And  the  multi^ 
tudes  that  went  before,  and  that  followed,  cried,  saying,  Hosanna  to  the  son  of  David:  blessed 
is  he  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  Hosanna  in  the  highest,"  Matt.  xxi.  8,  9*  Never- 
theless, as  the  multitude  are  variable  in  their  affections,  and  as  the  Jewish  people  were  in  great 
subjection  to  the  pharisees,  and  their  rulers  the  inveterate  enemies  of  our  Saviour,  and  beings 
it  is  likely,  tired  out  with  his  delays  to  take  upon  him  temporal  authority,  and  make  some  change 
in  the  government,  as  they  expected  he  should,  they  at  last  cried  out,  *  Crucify  him !  crucify 
him!'  Matt.  xxvii^20.  desired  the  life  of  Barabbas,  and  that  Jesus  should  be  destroyed..  But 
though  the  common  people  were  divided  in  their  opinion  concerning  him,  and  varied  at  times^ 
in  their  affection  for  him,  the  pharisees  are  represented  as  steadily  opposing  him  with  the  greatest 
malice  from  the  first  to  the  last.  He  had  with  great  freedom  corrected  their  misrepresentations 
of  the  law ;  censured  their  additions  to  it,  which  were  such  as  to  subvert  and  niake  void  tlie 
main  branches  of  it ;  rebuked  them  for  their  pride  and  ambition,  and  hypocrisy^  It  is  very 
likely  therefore  they  should  be  implacable  to  him,  as  they  are  represented-,  and  seek  all  oppor- 
tunities to  defame  and  destroy  him.  When  some  of  their  officers,  whom  they  had  sent  out  to^ 
apprehend  him,  returned  without  executing  their  orders,  and  expressed  some  approbation  of  his* 
discourses,  they  answered,  saying,  "  Are  ye  also  deceived?  Have  any  of  the  rulers  or  of  the 
Pharisees  believed  on  him  ?  But  this  people,  who  know  not  the  law,  are  cuteed,'*  John  vii.  47>  *8^ 
Uind  they  were  continually  making  tnose  exceptions  against  him«,  which  might  have  a  tendency 
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to  make  him  odious  to  the  people.  **  Then  came  to  Jesus,  scribes  and  Pharisees,  ivhich  were 
al  Jerusalem,  saying,  why  do  thy  disciples  transgress  the  tradition  of  the  elders?  for  they  wash 
not  their  hands  when  they  eat  bread,'*  Matt.  xv.  1,  4.  'Hiey  reflected  upon  him  for  his  free 
conversation,  in  that  he  eat  with  publicans  and  sinners.  Matt  ix.  11.  They  objected  against 
him,  that  his  disciples  did  not  fast,  and  practise  other  austerities  in  much  esteem  at  that  time« 
^«  Why  do  the  disciples  of  John  and  of  the  Pharisees  fast:  but  thy  disciples  fast  not  ?*'  Mark  ii.  18. 
It  was  a  very  great  objection  against  him,  with  which  ^ey  endeavoured  to  scandalise  him,  that 
he  wrought  cures  upon  infirm  people  even  on  the  sabbath  day,  and  because  his  disciples,  as  they 
went  through  the  corn  fields,  plucked  some  ears  of  com  on  the  sabbath  day.  Mark  ii.  2S. 
They  charged  him  with  blasphemy,  and  assuming  to  himself  the  prero^tives  of  (rod  himself, 
in  that  hesuing  an  infirm  person,  he  says  unto  him,  «  thy  sins  are  forgiven  thee,'*  ver.  5,  At 
another  time  they  afiixed  this  odious  charge  upon  him  for  styling  God  lus  father,  thereby  making 
himself  as  they  inferred,  equal  with  God.    John  v.  18. 

The  representation  of  the  apprehensions  of  the  disciples  concerning  our  Saviour  are  extremely 
natural :  from  the  words  the v  had  heard  him  speak ;  from  the  manner  in  which  he  taught;  from 
the  many  wonderful  works  they  had  seen  him  perform ;  thence  they  entertained  a  strong  per- 
suasion  he  must  be  the  Messias :  and  when  he  inquired  what  thou^ts  they  had  of  him,  they 
readily  replied  that  he  was  Jesus  the  Son  of  the  livmg  God.  But  when  he  spoke  to  them  of  his 
sufferiBgs,  that  the  Son  of  man  should  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of  men,  and  they  should  kill 
him,  and  afler  that  he  was  killed,  he  should  rise  again  the  third  day;  they  understood  not  that 
saying,  and  were  afraid  to  ask  him.  Mark  ix.  31,  32.  And  in  divers  other  places.  They  were 
possessed  with  the  common  prejudices  of  thieir  countrymen,  and  were  in  continual  expectation 
of  seeing  him  in  the  highest  splendour  and  power.  This  was  the  thing  that  was  twice  the  foun- 
dation  rf  the  hopes  they  had  of  authority  and  power  themselves  as  his  favourites,  since  they 
were  his  intimate  acquaintance  and  constant  companions.  This  was  the  reason  of  their  aban- 
doning him  at  the  last,  under  his  disgrace  and  sufferings ;  and  by  this  we  may  account  for  Peter's 
denial  of  his  master,  when  he  saw  him  submit  to  trouble  he  had  no  expectation  of.  This  was 
likewise  the  reason  of  the  great  difficulty  there  was  of  convincing  them  it  was  really  he,  when 
he  came  among  them  afler  his  resurrection.  I  might  refer  to  the  moving  scene  that  passed 
between  our  Saviour  and  his  disciples  the  night  before  his  being  apprehended.  The  sorrow 
they  all  manifested  upon  the  declaration  he  made  of  the  near  approach  of  his  death ;  the  conso- 
lations he  suggested  to  them ;  the  prayer  he  put  up  for  them ;  the  professions  they  made  of 
affection  for  him  ;  the  warnings  he  gave  them  ;  the  promises  they  made  of  fidehty  to  him,  and 
that  they  would  rather  die  with  him  than  deny  him :  are  all  such  as  none  can  read,  I  should 
think,  but  must  be  persuaded  it  is  no  other  than  a  faithful  narrative  of  a  real  transaction.  The 
aeclaration  likewise  that  Peter  made,  though  all  should  be  offended  he  would  not^  Mark  xiv.  529* 
was  agreeable  to  the  forwardness  and  zeal  he  had  shewn  upon  divers  other  occasions.  And  are 
not  the  scoffs  of  the  people,  and  the  triumphs  of  the  Pharisees,  said  to  be  deUvered  by  them 
agdinst  our  Saviour  when  hanging  upon  the  cross,  just  such  as  might  be  expected  upon  the 
occasion  from  the  cruel  insolence  of  one  and  the  malicious  satisfaction  of  the  other?  "  And 
they  that  passed  by,  reviled  him,  wagging  their  heads,  and  saying,  thou  that  destroyest  the 
temple,  and  buildest  it  in  three  days,  save  thyself:  if  thou  be  the  Son  of  God,  come  down  from 
the  cross.  Likewise  also  the  chief  priests  mocking  him,  with  the  scribes  and  elders,  said,  he 
saved  others,  himself  he  cannot  save :  if  he  be  the  king  of  Israel,  let  him  now  come  down  from 
the  cross,  and  we  will  believe  him.  He  trusted  in  God:  let  hiqd  deliver  him  pow  if  he  will  have 
him:  for  he  said,  I  am  the  Son  of  God,**  Matt  xxvii.  89 — *2.     And  though  I  pass  over  many 

Sarticulars,  I  must  not  omit  to  refer  you  to  his  compassionate  lamentation  of  the  miseries  of 
erusalem  and  the  Jewish  nation,  when  the  prediction  of  their  destruction  by  him  is  related, 
which  could  proceed  from  no  other  but  one  who  was  really  the  person  the  evangelists  have 
represented  our  Saviour  to  be.  "  O  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem,  thou,  that  killest  tlie  prophets,  and 
stonest  them  which  are  sent  unto  thee,  how  often  would  I  have  gathered  thy  children  together, 
^ven  as  a  hen  gathereth  her  chickens  under  her  wings,  and  ye  would  not,"  Matt,  xxiii.  37. 
*<  And  when  he  was  come  near,  he  beheld  the  city,  and  wept  over  it,  saying,  if  thou  hadst 
Jcnown,  even  thou,  at  least  in  Uiis  tliy  day,  the  things  which  belong  unto  thy  peace!  but  now 
they  are  hid  from  thine  eves,"  Luke  xix.  41,  42. 

If  we  proceed  to  the  history  of  the  acts  of  the  apostles^  we  shall  find  still  the  same  just  ant 
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aatoral  represeritatioh  of  things.  '  The  charge  said  to  be  made  against  Stephen  by  the  leading 
men  of  the  Jewish  naticm,  was  the  most  popular  that  could  be  imagined,  and  most  likely  to 
Teconcile  the  people  to  his  destruction,  which  they  aimed  at.  "  And  they  stirred  up  the  people, 
and  the  elders,  and  the  scribes,  and  came  upon  him,  and  caught  him,  and  brought  him  before 
Ae  council,  und  set  up  false  witnesses  against  hihi,  which  said.  This  man  ceaseth  not  to  speak 
blarohemous  words  against  this  place  and  the  law,"  Acts  vi.  12,  13. 

xTie  reception  Barnabas  and  Paul  met  with  at  Lystra  is  as  agreeable  to  the  sentiments  of 
superstitious  heathens,  surprised  at  first  into  such  a  high  veneration  for  them,  upon  account  of 
a  miracle  they  had  seen  them  work,  that  they  were  ready  to  pay  them  such  honours  as  they 

gave  their  deities,  and  were  as  soon  enraged  against  them  when  they  disdained  their  idolatrous 
onours  and  denied  their  gods.  "  When  the  people  saw  what  Paul  had  done  (He  had  cured  a 
man  impotent  in  his  feet,  who  had  been  a  cripple  from  his  mother's  womb)  they  lift  up  their 
voices,  saying  in  the  speech  of  Lycaonia,  The  gods  are  come  down  to  us  in  the  likeness  of  men,*' 
Acts  xiv.  11.  But  "  when  there  came  thither  certain  Jews  from  Antioch  and  Iconium,  who 
persuaded  the  people,*  they  stoned  Paul,  and  drew  him  out  of  the  city,  supposing  he  had  been 
dead,*'  ver.  19-  And  the  uproar  at  Ephesus,  upon  the  progress  Paul  had  made,  in  drawing  off 
some  persons  from  the  received  superstition,  was  no  other  than  might  be  expected  in  a  city 
wh^e  the  livelihood  of  a  vast  number  of  persons  depended  upon  the  sale  of  images  and  shrines 
of  the  ffoddess  Diana,  Acts  xix.  This  just  and  natural  representation  of  things  is  an  argu- 
ment of  the  truth  and  credibility  of  any  history;  when  the  reflections,  objections,  and  whole 
l>ehaviour  of  persons  of  the  better  and  meaner  sort  are  all  conformable  to  their  several  charac- 
ters, the  opinions  and  sentiments  that  obtain  among  them,  and  the  circumstances  they  are  sup- 
posed to  be  in. 

6.  The  impartiality  of  the  history  of  the  New  Testament  is  another  argument  of  its  truth, 
and  makes  the  whole  appear  credible.  This  is  a  rare  and  uncommon  character,  and  I  think  is 
•not  more  conspicuous  in  any  history  than  in  this.  I  would  give  you  some  few  instanced  of  it 
under  these  three  heads. 

1.  Many  things  are  here  mentioned,  that  were  in  appearance,  and  in  the  eye  of  the  world, 
disadvantageous  to  our  Saviour. 

2.  The  writers  have  not  omitted  those  things  that  were  really  disadvantageous  to  themselves, 
and  their  <:ompanions,  some  of  them  in  the  eye  of  the  world,  and  others  really  so;  their  own 
faults  and  miscarriages. 

3.  There  are  many  disorders  and  miscarriages  mentioned  among  the  first  converts  to 
Christianity. 

As  to  Uie  first  head,  things  that  were  to  outward  appearance,  and  in  the  eve  of  the  world, 
disadvantageous  to  our  Saviour,  are,  the  low  circumstances  of  his  parents ;  the  mean  accom- 
modations of  his  burth;  that  when  he  i^peared  publicly  to  the  woiid,  his  townsmen  and  near 
relations  despised  and  rejected  him  \  that  among  his  fouowers,  there  were  few  who  were  consi- 
derable for  their  knowleage  of  the  law,  fbr  wealth  or  dignity;  that  the  rulers,  the  scribes,  and 
Pharisees,  disowned  his  pretensions,  and  opposed  him  continually;  that  some,  who  fbr  a  time 
followed  him,  aflerwards  went  off  from  him,  and  deserted  him ;  that  he  was  betrayed  into  the 
hands  of  the  high  priest  and  rulers,  by  one  o£  those  who  had  been  chosen  out  for  his  constant 
companions,  and  had  had  an  intim&cy  with  him ;  that  he  was  crucified  in  the  most  ignominious 
manner  with  two  malefactors.  Had  it  been  a  story  invented,  these  particnlars  had  never  been 
part  of  it.  Had  it  been  a  ccortrivarice,  they  would  never  have  thought  of  recommending  to  the 
generality  of  the  Jews,  a  person,  whom  their  rulers,  and  that  sect  which  had  the  highest  venera- 
tion among  them,  condemned  and  rejected  4  nor  to  the  Gentiles,  a  person*  disowned  and  cmci* 
fied  by  jhis  own  nation.  Had  the  whole  been  a  fiction,  a  crucifijcion  had  certainly  never  been 
a  part  of  the  story^  Had  not  they  heardof  the  translation  of  Enoch?  Walb  not  the  assumption 
Ov  £Jiqab»  who  was  earned  up  to  heaven  in  a  chariot  of  fire,  and  horses  of  lire,  2  Kings  ii.  11,  a 
model  they  m^ht  easily  have  followed  aftd  improved?  Would  not  this  have  been  much  more 
glorious  than  a  crucifixion,  though  afterwards  succeeded  by  an  ascension  ?  Was  it  possible  this 
tad  should  have  been  overlooked  by  any  one  person ;  much  less  by  a  College,  or  nlimber  of 
persons,  who  had  attempted  an  agreeable  story  to  be  recommended  to  mankind  ?  Certamty  their 
yiew  could  be  no  other  than  the  relating  of  real  matter  of  fact. 

Another  proof  of  their  impartiality  is,  jvhat  they  have  mentioned  reidly,  or  to  appearance, 
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disadvant^ous  in  their  own  character  and  conduct,  and  that  of  the  other  chief  followers  of 
Christ.    They  have  inserted  in  this  account  the  mean  original  and  occupation  of  several  of 
themselves;  that  they  were  but  fishermen;  and  the  infamous  employment  of  Matthew,  who  was 
a  publican.     Many  of  their  own  faults  and  failings  are  mentioned  in  such  a  manner,  that  one 
would  not  imagine  they  had  concealed  any  of  the  aggravating  circumstances  of  them :  nor  do 
they  seem  to  have  softened  the  harshness  of  the  repnmands  their  master  gave  them :  and  many 
of  them  are  such  as  they  might  have  kept  a  secret  among  themselves.     Some  of  them  were 
originally^  known  only  to  Christ  and  the  twelve,  and  divers  of  them,  but  two  or  three  of  the 
number  could  be  privy  to.     This  account  represents  the  twelve  infected  with  ambitious  views 
of  honour  in  a  temporal  kingdom ;  they  had  a  contention  which  of  them  should  be  the  greatest: 
it  was  a  dispute  they  had  one  with  another  as  they  were  travelling  without  other  company.  The 
importunate  ambition  of  the  two  sons  of  Zebedee,  and  their  mother,  for  the  first  and  second  post 
in  the  Messiah's  kingdom.    Their  fears  and  diffidence  when  they  were  in  a  storm,  though  Christ 
was  with  them.     How  severe  a  rebuke  have  they  given  us  an  account  of,  which  they  received 
from  Christ,  when  they  had  understood  him  to  speak  concerning  temporal  provisions,  and  he 
had  been  admonishing  them  cdnceming  the  leaven  of  the  Pharisees  ?  "  Why  reason  ye,  because 
ye  have  brought  no  bread  ?    Perceive  ye  not  yet,  neither  understand  ?    Have  ye  your  heart 
hardened  ?  Having  eyes,  see  ye  not  ?  And  having  ears,  hear  ye  not  ?  And  do  ye  not  remember?^  ^ 
Mark  viii.  17,  18.    And  what  a  contemptible  figure  did  they  make,  whom  Christ  had  left  behind 
him  when  he  went  up  into  the  mountain  with  Peter,  James,  and  John  ?  for  when  he  came  down 
again,  he  found  a  great  multitude  about  them,  the  scribes  and  Pharisees  questioning  with  them» 
and  a  man  hasting  to  him,  bringing  his  son  to  him  with  a  dumb  spirit,  telling  him,  <<  I  spake  to 
thy  disci{)les,  that  they  should  cast  him  out,  but  they  could  not;"  Mark  ix.  15 — 18,  upon  which 
they  received  that  just  reprimand  of  their  unbelief  even  before  the  multitude;  *•  Then  Jesua 
answered,  saying,  O  faithless  and  perverse  generation,  how  long  shall  I  be  with  you?  how  long 
shall  I  suflTer  you  ?   Bring  him  hither  to  me,"  Matt^.  xviL  17.     And  what  could  lie  more  shame- 
ful than  their  forsaking  Christ,  and  leaving  him  when  he  was  apprehended  by  the  officers  of  the 
high  priest?  except  only  the  denial  of  Peter,  repeated  again  and  again,  with  circumstances^ 
unbecoming  a  man  of  honour,  a  worshipper  of  the  true  G^,  and  much  more  a  companion  and 
discij^e  of  Christ.    Indeed,  if  the  honour  of  any  of  them  were  to  be  consulted,  it  was  Peter's  i 
yet  we  find  he  is  not  spared  at  all,  any  more  than  the  rest.     He  was  one  of  them  whom  Christ 
called  to  be  with  him  at  the  first:  had  made  the  most  express  declaration  of  his  character ;  had' 
been  the  first  instrument  of  opening  the  gospel  after  our  Saviour's  resurrection,  both  to  Jews, 
and  Gentiles;  and  yet  we  have  as  many  shameful  miscarriages  mentioned  concerning  him,  as> 
concerning  any  of  the  rest  When  "Jesus  began  to  shewimto  his  disciples,  how  that  he  must  go* 
tinto.  Jerusalem,  and  suffer  many  things  of  the  elders,  and  chief  priests,  and  scribes,  and  be  killed 
and  be  raised  again  the  third  day ;"  Matt.  xvi.  21,  then  Peter  took  upon  him  to  rebuke  his  Master, 
as  if  what  he  had  said  proceeded  from  melancholy  fears  that  arose  in  his  mind,  and  not  from  a 
certain  knowledge  of  what  was  to  befal  him,  saying,  **  Be  it  far  from  thee,  Lord :  this  shall  not 
be  unto  thee :"  ver.  22.  upon  which  he  received  me  severest  reprimand  recorded,  as  given  t<^ 
any  of  the  twelve :  "  But  Jesus  turned  and  said  unto  him.  Get  thee  behind  me,  Sfitan,  thou  art 
an  offence  unto  me  j  for  thou  savourest  not  the  things  which  be  of  God,  but  those  that  be  of 
men,"  ver..  2^.    He  was  doubtless  engaged  with  the  rest  in  the  contention  for  precedency:  he 
was  guilty  of  diffidetice  when  Christ  called  to  him  to  come  to  him  upon  the  water :  he  was 
drowsy  and  overcome  with  sleep  when  be  was  with  Christ  in  the  garden^  whea  he  was  in  an 
agony  that  might  have  filled  those  present  with  him  with  the  highest  concern,  and  tenderest 
compassion  for  him :  he  disowned  Christ  in  a  most  hardy  and  peremptory  manner,  when  his 
master  was  in  his^view,  under  an  unrighteous  persecution,  immediately  after  the  warmest  and 
most  confident  prcrfesnons  of  zeal  and  affection :  and  we  have  notice  taken  of  a  dissimulation  he 
was  afterwards  guilty  of,  in  favour  of  the  Christians  that  were  of  the  uncircumcision,  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  simplicity  of  the  gospel,  GaL  ii..  11,  >2.     I  might  observe  the  contention 
between  Paul  and  Barnabas,  which  is  recorded  in  the  Acts  t  so  that  though  for  a  long  time  they 
had  been  companions  in  preaching  the  gospel,  Aey  separated,   and  went  asundec  for  the 
future. — ^But  enough  has  been  said. 

Lastly.  The  impartiality  of  the  histoiy  appears  in  the  accounts  that  are  given  of  the  firsfc 
converts  to  Christianity  after  our  Savioiur's  a^celision.    If*  we  should  read  the  history  of  ^my 
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parttcular  reign,  filled  with  high  encomiums  of  the  posture  of  affair^,  and  find  it  repre- 
sented M  It  time  wherein  the  arts  of  peace  and  war  flourish ;  in  which  all  arts  and  sciences 
are  promoted  and  encouraged  by  a  wise  and  prudent  administration :  the  government  just 
and  mild ;  the  people  tractable  and  obedient ;  no  impediment  in  the  counsels,  nor  miscarriages 
in  the  execution;  the  negotiations  abroad,  as' well  as  counsels  at  home,  managed  with  the 
utmost  sagacity ;  armies  ever  victorious ;  no  interruption  of  commerce,  nor  disasters  in  war^ 
no  wonder  if  posterit)^  Judge  such  a  performance  a  panegyric,  a  romance,  or  any  thing  rather 
than  a  history :  or,  if  the  accounts  given  of  the  state  of  Christianity  in  its  infancy  had 
resembled  the  pictures  which  have  been  since  drawn  by  some  modern  representations  of  th^ 
manners  of  the  first  converts :  that  they  were  universally  eminent  prodigies  of  virtue  and  piety, 
scarce  any  tokens  of  human  frailty,  with  now  and  then  a  rapturous  exclamation  on  the  una- 
nimity and  harmony  of  sientiments  and  affections  that  prevailed  among  them  :  one  might  very 
well  have  suspected  matters  of  fact  must  have  been  falsified  and  misrepresented,  that  it  was  a 
story  vei^  much  improved,  if  not  altogether  invented.  But  this  is  not  the  case.  In  this,  as 
well  as  in  every  other  part'  of  this  liistory,  there  appears  a  perfect  impartiality.  It  is  indeed 
related  to  the  honour  of  the  converts  to  Christianity  at  Jerusalem,  that  "  tlie  multitude  of  them 
that  believed,  were  of  one  heart,  and  of  one  soul ;  neither  said  any  of  them,  that  ought  of  the 
things  which  he  possessed  was  his  own  j  but  they  had  all  things  common :  neither  was  there  any 
among  them  that  lacked ;  for  as  many  as  were  possessors  of  lands  or  houses,  sold  them,  and 
brought  the  prices  of  the  things  that  were  sold,  and  distribution  was  made  unto  every  man  ac- 
cording as  he  had  need,'*  Acts  iv.  32 — 35.  And  we  may  easily  believe  there  were  such  an  har- 
mony among  them  at  first,  when  the  same  author  has  acquainted  us,  that  in  a  short  time  afler- 
wards,  when  the  number  of  the  disciples  was  multiplied,  "  there  arose  a  murmuring  of  the 
Grecians,"  or  Hellenists,  "  against  the  Hebrews,  because  their  widows  were  neglected  in  the 
daily  ministration,'V Acts  vi.  1.  I^Tor  can  we  have  any  reason  to  discredit  the  fore-mentioned 
account  of  the  generosity  of  them  who  were  possessed  erf  houses  and  lands,  that  they  put  the 
price  of  .them  into  a  common  stock  for  the  relief  of  those  that  wanted.  I  say,  we  have  no  reason 
to  doubt  that  this  generosity  was  general,  when  the  same  author  has  been  so  particular,  as  to  re- 
cord the  dissimulation  of  two  of  the  number,  of  Ananias  and  Sapphira,  Acts  v.  1.  who 
endeavoured  to  put  a  cheat  upon  the  apostles,  and  kept  back  a  part  of  the  price  of  their  lands 
when  they  pretended  to  make  a  contribution  of  the  whole  value.  The  preposterous  fondness  of 
the  Hebrew  converts  for  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  Mosaic  law  is  likewise  recorded  j  and 
the  disturbance  they  gave  the  gentile  converts  on  that  account. 

In  the  epistles  of  the  apostles  that  have  been  handed  down  to  us,  are  preserved  memorials  of 
many  particulars  not  very  honourable  to  the  first  converts  to  Christianity.  The  readiness  of 
the  churches  of  Galatiato  depart  from  the  purity  and  simplicitv  of  the  gospel.  The  scandalous 
disorders  of  the  church  of  Corinth  in  some  solemn  parts  of  their  worsnip ;  the  contentions 
among  them  in  behalf  of  their  teachers ;  their  preposterous  use  of  the  gifl  of  tongues  pro* 
ceeding  from  vanity  and  ostentation  ;  the  unaccountable  conceits  of  others,  who  depended  upon 
an  empty  faith  without  works,  and  a  speculative  knowledge  without  a  suitable  practice,  referred 
to  in  tne  epistles  of  St.  James  and  St.  John.  Upon  the  whole,  it  seems  most  evident  from  the 
facts  related  in  this  history  of  what  seems  disadvantageous  to  Christ  himself,  what  was  so  to  the 
writers  themselves,  and  the  first  Christians,  that  those  persons  from  whom  we  have  received 
these  accounts,  had  a  very  particular  regard  to  truth,  and  preferred  its  interest  before  all  selfish 
considerations. 

7.  The  remarkable  plainness  and  simplicity  of  the  narratibn  is  another  argument,  and  internal 
chd!racter  of  the  credibility  of  the  history.  Matters  of  fact,  all  related  wiuiout  any  remarks  of 
the  writers.  There  is,  as  one  obsei-ves,"  *  No  preparation  of  events ;  there  are  no  artful  tran- 
^  sitions  or  connections ;  no  set  character  of  persons  to  be  introduced ;  no  reflections  on  past 

*  actions,  nor  the  authors  of  them  ;  no  excuses  or  apologies  for  such  things  as  a  writer  might 

*  probably  foresee  would  shock  and  disturb  his  readers ;  no  coloured  artifices  or  arguments  to  set 

*  off  a  doubtful  action,  and  reconcile  it  to  some  other,  or  the  character  of  the  person  that  did  it.' 
Thus  far  tliis  author.     How  simple  and  plain,  how  free  from  all  pomp  and  ostentation  is  the 
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beginning  of  every  gospel.  The  writer  enters  immediately  upon  the  matters  of  fact  he  has  to 
relate,  without  any  faboured  introduction,  without  any  attempt  to  raise  the  expectation,  or  en- 
gage the  affections  of  the  reader.  If  it  had  been  an  artificial  story,  invented  and  composed  with 
ciesign,  we  should  have  many  other  particulars  in  it  than  now  there  are.  They  have  not  sought 
out  occasions  to  enhance  their  Master's  honour.  The  former  part  of  his  life  is  almost  entirely 
past  over,  and,  besides  his  miraculous  birth,  the  obeisance  paid  him  by  the  wlse^  men,  and  some 
extraordinary  circumstances  at  the  temple  at  the  purification  of  the  virgin,  scarce  any  notice  of 
him  from  that  time  to  his  public  appearance  at  about  the  age  of  thirty,  excepting  that  one  fact 
of  his  arguing  with  the  doctors  in  the  temple.  Luke  ii.  46.  Had  it  been  a  story  forged  and 
contrive^  his  infancy  and  youth  had  not  been  thus  slightly  passed  oyer  j  we  should  hav^  had. 
many  accounts  of  wonderful  preservations,  and  a  miraculous  providence  attending  him  ajil  along^ 
there  would  have  been  related  divers  omens  and  presages  of  the  figure  he  was  afterwards  to 
make  in  the  world ;  numerous  specimens  of  a  pregnant  capacity  and  seal  t  whereas  the  historians 
have  almost  immediately  entered  upon  his  public  appearance,  which  was  what  mankind  was 
chiefly  concerned  in.  When  they  have  mentioned  the  meanness  of  their  Lord!s,circumstances» 
or  of  their  own  original  employment,  they  have  added  no  apology  for  it,  nor  concerned  them-? 
selves  to  account  for  their  Master's  choice  of  such  iollowers  ;,  many  failings  of  their  number  re-^ 
lated,  but  no  vindigation,  apology,  or  mitigation  added ;  nor  have  they  filled  their  accounts  with 
tedious  complaints  of  the  injustice,  malice,  or  imreasqnableness  of  their  own«  or  their  Master's 
enemies  ;  they  have  not  bestowed  any  set  encomiums  upon  Christ  himself.  The  character  in- 
deed that  results  from  the  facts  they  have  mentioped,  is^  uie  most  perfect  that  can  be  conceived : 
but  yet,  here  are  no  hints  at  the  masterly  strokes  of  his  character ;.  no.  enlarging  on  the  justnesus^ 
propriety,  aptness,  beauty  of  his.  parables ;  no  enhancing  of  his  miracles  from  the  number^ 
greatness  of  them,  or  the  manner  of  their  performance :  but  only  a  plain  simple  narrative  of  his 
discourses  and  behaviour,  witbthe  reflections  that  were  made  upon  him.  by  others^  which  are 
likewise  delivered  with  a  remadcable  plainness  and  simplicity. 

I  may  have  dwelt  too  long  upon  niese  two  or  three  particulai:s ;.  but  I  own  a  disQoveiy  of 
naked  simple  truth  in  history  is  enchanting.  It  gives  one  uncommon  delight  to.  observe  it  in 
any  history,  though  of  no  eiitraordinary  importance  ;  one  is  so  often  disgusted  with  that  favour 
on  the  one  side,  spite  and  malice  on  theomer,  which  do  so  continually  occucrin  the  works  of 
the  most  celebrated  historians  of  all  ages  and  nations,  of  all  sects  and  religions.  To  find  it 
therefore  in  the  most  early  accounts  of  our  religion,  is  a  peculiar  satisfaction  y  and. though  thestt 
accounts  may  be  destitute  of  some  ornaments,  not  altogether  inconsistent  with  truth  and  faithf 
fulness,  yet  they  have  what  illustrates  and  recommends  them*  much  more  than  exactness  of  me- 
thod, purity  of  stile,  the  harmony  of  periods,  and  the  most  elaborate  and  finished,  oratory  of  set 
speech  could  ever  have  done. 

There  is  but  this  one  point  of  pi:actice  I  would  take  this  opportunity  to  recommend  toyou •; 
and  that  is,  the  frequent  and  diligent  reading  of  the.  scriptures^  especially  of  the  New  Testa^ 
ment ;  and  that  you  would  not  read  them  now  and  then,  a  chapter ;  but  some  large  portions 
at  a  time,  when  you  have  leisure,  and  find  yourselves  disposed  for  serious  consideration,  and  best 
fitted  for  making  reflections.  You  might  thus  for  yourselves  make  such  remarks,  whereby  you 
might  be  charmed  with  the  natural  representation  of  things,  the  plain  simplicity  of  the  narration, 
and  be  more  fully  convinced  of  the  credibility  of  the  whme  narration,  and  consequently  be  more 
persuaded  of  the  truth  and  divine  original  of  that  religion  you  profess,  which  is  the  foundation 
of  comfort  under  the  troubles  and  afflictions  you  are  exercised  withal  in  this  world,  and  of  the 
hope  you  have  of  happiness  for  yourselves  and  your  friends  in  the  next. 
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SERMON  VE 

INTERNAL  MARKS  OF  CREDIBILITY  IN  THE  NEW  TESTAMENT. 

For  "we  have  not  foUowed  curmingh/  devised  fables^  when  *we  made  known  unto  you  the  power  and 
coming  qf  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  but  were  eye-witnesses  of  his  Majesty.  2  Peter,  i.  16. 

Vv  B  are  laying  before  you  tlie  argomento  for  the  truth  of  our  religion ;  a  design  that  needs  no 
apology,  and  that  may  justly  be  undertaken  without  any  particular  provocation.  It  would  be. 
necessary  and  useful  though  there  were  none  that  contested  the  truth  of  it,  or  that  offered  any 
objections  against  it :.  for  every  man  ought  to  have  grounds  for  the  religious  principles  he 
entertains. 

Without  therefore  any  harsh  reflections  upon  others,  I  shall  calmly  prosecute  my  argument^ 
and  proceed  to  set  before  you  some  farther  evidences  of  the  credibility  of  the  gospel  history,, 
namely,  that  Jesus  Christ  dwelt  in  Judea  at  the  time  mentioned  in  the  gospels,  taught  in  the 
name  of  God,  wrought  many  miracles,  and  foretold  many  events  which  afterwards  came  to  pass/v 
in  confirmation  of  his  mission  from  heaven,  suffered  on  the-cross,  rose  again,  and  ascended  inta 
heaven,  and  that  the  apostles  and  others,  by  powers  derived  from  him,  confirmed  his  doctrine 
by  many  wonderful  works,  and  propagated  it  m  mimy  parts  of  the  world. 

If  the  account  we  have  received  of  these  thing^.bje  credible,  we  have  the  highest  reason  ta> 
beEeve  our  religion  is  true,  and  of  divine  original... 

I' proposed  in  a  former  discourse,  you  may  remember,  tot^onsid^r  the  mark's  and  characters^' 
there  are  of  truth,  in  the  account  we  have  of  these  things  in  the  books  of  the  New  Testament. 

I  have  already  made  considerable  prepress. in  these  internal  testimoniesy  these  marks  and' 
characters  of  truth,  observable  in  the  writings -of  the  New  Testament  which  orender  the  account 
we  have  received  highly  probable,  and  such  as- may  be  admitted,  by.  reasonable  and  inquisitive 
persons.     Some  of  them  were  the  just  and.  natural .  representation^  which.'  is   here  given  of  all 
matters  related  and  treated  of, .  the  impartiality  of  the  history,  the  plainness  and  simplicity  of' 
the  narration.    I  shall  not  now  stay  to  rehearse  any  other  particulars  than  those  now  mentioned* . 
1  may  by  and  by  go  them  all.over.again,^  wJieal.sum  up  thevargument*    Eor. the. present  I  pro- 
ceed to  what  remains. .  i 
8.  Here  are  many  facts  and  cifcuxn^^nces  set  down,-  so  that  if  the  relation  were  not  true, 
they  might  have  been  easily  confuted.  This  is  a  good  argument  of  the  truth  and  credibility  of  * 
any  history,  and  is  very  observable  in  this. ,  For  men^.  writing  a  forged  and  invented  story,  ta* 
have  taken  this  method^  had  been  to  expose  themselves  ta  an  easy  and  certain  confutation,  and 
all  the  reproaches  of  falsehood  and  imposture^,  and  would  have  been  declined  and  avoided  by  all : 
persons  of  an  ordinary  sagacity.                                                                                   •  . 
The  scenes  of  the  most  material  actions  are  not  the  deserts  of  Arabia,  or  some  other  obscure ' 
and  unfrequented  places;,  the  time  fiited  is  not  some  distant  age,  nor  is  the  account  given  ob-% 
scure  and  general. . 

The  facts  are  related  asJately  done,  some  of  them  as  transacted  at  Jerusalem,  then  under 
subjection  to  the  Roman  government,  and  garrisoned  by  a  band  of  Roman  soldiers,  others  at 
Cesarea,  oliiers  in  cities  of  great  resort  in  Syria,  and  other  parts:  sa  far  is  the  account  from 
being  general  and  obscure,  that  here  are  notes  of  time,  circumstances  of  places  names  of  per- 
sons, occasion  of  action,  and  many  other,  particulars  that  might  facilitate  mquiries,  and  render 
a  detection  no  difficult  matter,  if  the  relation  had  not  been  true*..  Thus,  "  these  things  were  done 
Iq  Bethabara  beyond  Jordan,  where  John  was  baptizing,*'  John  i.  28. 

The  chief  seat  of  ouf  Saviour's  preaching  and  miraclesi  was  Galilee,  and  the  towns  and  vil- 
lages  bordering  upon  the  sea  of  that  name;,  called  likewise,  the  sea  of  Tiberias:  his  frequent 
(grossing  o£  that.  sea.  &om  one  side  to  the  other }  what  things  happened  on  one  side,  wh^t  on  the 
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which  ran  violently  into  the  sea  :  "  and  when  Jesus  was  passed  over  again  by  ship 
r  side,*'  ver.  21.  he  cured  the  daughter  of  one  of  the  rulers  of  the  synagogue. 
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other,  are  for  the  most  part  set  down  very  distinctly  :  and  for  this  reason,  among  others^  pro- 
bably, was  this  place  chosen ;  that  by  passing  over  to  the  other  side  of  that  water,  he  coidd 
avoid  that  concourse  of  people  his  miracles  might  otherwise  have  occasioned,  and  which  was  ne* 
cessary  for  preventing  all  umbrage  of  tumult  or  disturbance  in  the  government :  and  this  was  a 
country  at  no  great  distance  from  Jerusalem:  from  whence  the  high  priest  and  pharisees 
might  easily  send  officers  to  see  what  was  done,  or  yj^  related  to  have  been  done  there,  and 
might  inquire  into  the  truth  of  matters.  This  country  was  likewise  very  near  to  Cesarea,  at  Uiis 
time  the  seat  of  the  Roman  proconsul,  and  inhabited  by  great  numbers  of  Jews,  as  well  as 
Greeks  and  Syrians  :  "  And  they  came  over  unto  the  other  side  of  the  sea  into  the  country  of 
tlie  Gadarenes  j  and  when  he  was  come  out  of  the  ship,  immediately  there  met  him  out  of  the 
tombs,  a  man  with  an  unclean  spirit,'*  Mark  v.  1,  2.  Him,  our  Saviour  delivered ;  after  which 
upon  our  Saviour's  permission,  the  evil  spirits  that  came  out  of  the  man,  entered  into  swine 
feeding  there,  >  ' "  ' 
unto  the  other 
Jairus  by  name. 

There  are  accounts  of  miracles  wrought,  in  which  vast  numbers  were  concerned,  which  must 
render  inquiries  easy.  Five  thousand  men,  besides  womea  and  children,  were  fed  with  five 
loaves  ana  two  fishes.  This  was  done  in  a  desart  place,  belonging  to  the  city  of  Bethsaida. 
Luke  ix.  10,  11.  *  ' 

Our  Saviour  is  said  to  have  been  crucified  at  Jerusalem,  at  the  time  of  the  passover. 

The  gift  of  tongues  is  said  to  have  been  bestowed  likewise  at  Jerusalem,  at  Pentecost  j  and 
at  these  two  feasts,  it  is  well  known,  there  used  to  be  at  that  time  a  resort  of  vast  numbers  of 
|>eopIe,  Jews  and  proselytes,  to  Jerusalem ;  not  only  from  all  parts  of  Judea,  but  also  from  many 
other  countries. 

The  first  instance  of  the  invitation  of  a  heathen  into  the  religion  of  Christ,  was  Cornelius, 
A  Roman,  an  officer  of  Cesarea,  a  considerable  person  in  a  noted  city.  The  mention  of  such 
facts  as  these,  in  this  manner,  if  not  true,  must  have  laid  them  open  to  an  easy  confutation,  and 
^11  the  reproaches  of  imposture. 

But  there  are  other  particulars  related,  which  bad  a  tendency  to  raise  resentment  in  persons 
of  figure  and  power,  and,  if  false,  must  some  of  them  have  exposed  them  to  pum'shment, 
without  any  grounds  for  pity  or  justification  from  any.  The  account  given  of  the  persecution 
of  our.  Saviour,  by  tlie  high  priests  and  pharisees,  is  of  this  nature ;  and  his  condemnation  by 
Pilate,  governor  of  Judea  :  of  this  kind  is  the  account  given  of  the  beheading  of  John  the  bap« 
tist,  and  the  occasion  of  it.  Matt.  xiv.  Nor  would  it  nave  been  safe  to  have  told  such  a  story 
as  is  done,  of  St.  Paul's  being  seized  in  the  temple  by  a  great  number  of  Jews,  and  carried 
thence  to  be  stoned  by  them ;  Acts  xxL  of  his  being  taken  out  of  their  hands  by  Lysias  the 
chief  captain ;  of  the  Jews  that  devoted  themselves  afterwards,  under  a  curse,  to  kill  Paul ;  of 
Lysias  isending  him  afterwards  under  a  guard  to  Felix,  the  governor  of  Cesarea,  Acts  xxii.  or 
Paul's  preaching  before  Feh'x  and  Drusilla ;  and  that  Felix  trembled  when  Paul  reasoned  of 
righteousness,  temperance,  and  judgment  to  come,  and  that  he  hoped  to  have  had  money 
given  him  of  Paul,  that  he  might  lose  him  ;  and  that  Felix  delivered  over  Paul  to  Fortius  Festus, 
his  successor,  willing  to  do  the  Jews  a  favour.  Acts  xxiv.  25,  26.  nor  would  they  have  related 
an  appearance  of  Paul  before  king  Agrippa  and  Bernice,  who  came  to  Cesarea  to  salute  Festus, 
Acts  XXV.  13.  nor  the  ^ology  he  made  for  himself  before  them.  Such  facts  as  these  would 
never  have  been  mentioned  in  this  manner,  if  not  true.  This  then  is  another  argument  of  the 
credibility  of  this  history. 

9*  Another  internal  testimony  of  the  truth  of  this  history  is,  the  marks  of  honesty  and  in- 
tegrity of  the  persons  engaged  in  the  first  publishing  the  gospel,  and  who  were  the  witnesses  of 
thn  main  facts  here  related,  which  appear  in  the  writings  of  the  New  Testament.  These  we 
may  learn  Ijy  nicely  observing  their  conduct  in  the  prosecution  of  this  design. 

There  is  indeed  another  way  of  making  out  the  honesty  of  these  persons  j  for  the  proving  of 
Aat,  and  that  the  gospel  was  no  invention,  or  cunningly  devised  fkble,  as  the  apostle's  expression 
is  in  the  text,  but  what  they  were  fully  persuaded  of  in  their  own  minds,  we  might  argue  in  this 
manner. 

Was  it  likely,  that  a  few  persons  of  an  obscure  birth  in  Judea,  supported  by  no  considerable 
^tHianceSy  should  entertain  a  thought  of  subverting  the  religious  worship  and  customs  of  theii^ 
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bwii  country,  and  of  the  rest  of  the  world,  unless  they  were  fully  persuaded  they  had  special 
illuminations  and  extraordinary  assistance  from  God,  and  should  be  supported  by  him  with  a 
power  of  working  such  miracles  as  this  history  relates  they  performed?  Were  they  ignorant  of 
the  bigotry  and  stiffness  of  their  own  coiMitrymen,  or  of  the  circumstances  of  other  people  in 
the  worid,  whose  religions  were  supported  by  antiquity,  great  unanimity,  by  the  power  of  the 
nations  in  which  they  obtained,  by  the  influence  and  arms  of  the  Roman  empire,  then  spread 
dver  almost  all  the  known  piirts  of  the  world  ;  all  which  religions  were  very  inviting  and  en-^ 
gaging,  by  the  vast  indulgence  they  gave  to  the  corrupt  inclinations  of  men  ?  Could  they  ima* 
gine  they  shoidd  be  able  by  mere  artifice,  or  bare  force  of  argument,  to  propagate  a  religion  en- 
tirely new,  that  would  lay  a  disgrace  on  the  rites  and  ceremonies  instituted  by  Moses,  as  meant 
and  insignificant,  that  paid  no  honour  to  their  temple,  or  their  sacrifices,  or  their  solemn  feasts, 
and  denied  altogether  tne  traditions  of  the  elders,  for  which  the  Jews  bad  so  high  a  veneration  r 
in  a  word,  that  retained  scarce  any  part  or  principle  of  that  religion,  besides  the  one  article  of 
the  one  God,  that  made  the  heavens  and  the  eartn,  and  that  would  assert  the  gods  of  all -other 
countries  and  people  were  devils,  or  senseless  idols,  and  represent  their  religious  principles  andl 
practices  as  absolutely  absurd  and  abominable  ? 

Was  it  likely  that  any  persons  should,  for  the  sake  of  a  forgery,  run  the  hazard,  of  all  those^ 
fiufferings  and  inconveniences  they  could  not  but  expect  in  the  prosecution  of  such  a  design  ?* 
What  could  they  expect  but  disgrace  arid  contempt  at  least,  te  be  deemed  madmen  at  best,  that, 
would  propagate  notions  contrary  to  all  the  rest  of  mankind,^  perhaps  to  be  treated  as  seditious 
and  turbulent,  men  that  had  bad  designs,  contrary  to  the  common  belief  of  the  civil  constitutions* 
of  the  world  ?     No  advantage  possible  to  be  obtained  without  great  fatigue  and  many  dangers  :. 
they  must  encounter  the  passions  as  well  as  the  sentiments^  of  mankind..    Would  any  men  un- 
dergo this  for  the  sake  of  a  mere  invention  ?  What  is  there  so  taking  in  being  the  head  of  a. 
party?  especially,  could  it  be  likely  that  men  of  a  low  education,  as  most  of  these  persons  were,, 
should  be  seized  with  this  sort  of  ambition,  and  enter  on  a  design  encumbered  with  so  many  dif- 
ficulties?   Would  they  not  rather  choose  peace  and  quietness  at  home,  and  a  competence  in  the- 
callings  they  were  bred  up  in  ?     As  for  Paul  in  particular^  what  temptation  of  gain  or  honour 
could  he  have  in  this  undertaking?     Was  he  not  bred.up  in  the  most  honourable  and  flourishing: 
sect  in  his  own  nation,  under  a  master  of  considerable  reputation,  and  must  he  not  here  have- 
the  fairest  view  of  all  that  could  flatter  his  pride  and  ambition,  if  these  were  the  principles  that 
governed  him? 

But  in  answer  to  all  this,  it  may  be  said,  this  does  not  seem  very  likely.  However,  it  is  not; 
impossible,  and  can  never  be  proved,  that  no  men  may  form  projects,  which  have  not  at  first, 
appearance  any  prospect  of  success ;  some-  men  are  fond  of  their  own  schemes,  and  have  an 
high  opinion  of  their  own  abilities^  imagine  they  can  surmount  very  great  difficulties,  and  by 
address  and  artifice,  break  through  a  great  deal  of  opposition.  Some  have  engaged  in  great  and: 
hazardous  designs,  and  have  succeeded  beyond  what  the  most  could  have  imagined  ;  and  the  few 
instances  there  have  been  of  this  kind,  may  give  encouragement  to  others  of  a  bold  and  pre- 
sumptuous imaginatiom. 

As  to  the  mean  occupations  of  niost  of  the  twelve,  some  such  persons  have  had  high  spirits,, 
and  have  been  carried  by  their  ambition  into  vast  designs:  as  for  the  pains  they  must  take,  the 
fatigues  they  must  undergo^  many  persons  will  forego  outward  ease,  and  sensual  pleasure,  and^ 
be  at  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  carry  a  point  they  have  once  proposed  to  themselves..    As  for  the 
sufferings  and  inconveniences  they  run  the  hazard  of,  all  men  do  not  judge  alike  of  these 
things :  the  timorous  and  the  daring  are  very  differently  affected  by  them..    Some  imagine  diffi- 
culties in  every  thing  y  others  reckon  every  thing  they  have  a  mind  to,  easy  to  accomplish- 
Some  men^  spirits  are  sharpened  by  the  appearance  of  difficulties,  and  they  are  even  fond  of 
such  undertakings;.    As  to  Paul's  prospects  of  honour  and  advancement  in  his  own  nation  and 
his  own- sect,,  it  might  be  so  as  has  been  represented ;  but  perhapshe had  met  with  some  cheeky, 
and  his  pretensions  were  not  gratified,  and  in  a  disgust  h^  mi^ht  resolve  revenge,  and  enter  into* 
a  design  that  should  ruin  the  sect  that  had  shown  him  unkindhess.     So  that  a  great  deal  may 
be  said  on  boUi  sides,  in  this  general  speculation,  on  the  passiotis,  interests,,  views,  and  inch-, 
nations  of  men.  '  .         . 

I  cannot  say  we  need  decline  this  way  of  arguing  as  if  we  had  no  advantage  in- it  ;•  for  cer- 
tainly,, considering  thastate  of  the  world  at  that  time,  the  circumstances  of  Jews  and  Gentiles, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


«8«  Posthumous  Sermons.  •         \  ?, 

the  apostlei^  must  have  had  a  very  unaccoutitable  turn  of  mitid,  and  Iiave^  been  very  ^i^erent 
from  the  rest  of  their  species,  if  by  their  own  skill  and  cdntrfvance  the^  imagined  they  could 
bring  any  great  number  of  persons  over  to  their  opinions,  which  were  smgular,  and  oppo^te  to 
all  others ;  and  if  they  had  not  entertained  hopes  of  leaking  a  considerable  number  of  prosely tes> 
they  could  not  act  upon  secular  views  and  considerations.  However,  at  present  I  do  not  insist 
upon  this ;  and  the  course  of  my  argument  leads  me  to  the  other  method  of  surveying  and  ex- 
amining their  conduct,  to  see  what  marks  they  give  of  design,  what  of  honesty  and  integrity* 
This  seems  to  be  more  decisive  than  the  other  way.  We  have,  in  the  writings  of  the  New  Tes- 
tament, sufficient  materials  to  go  upon  in  this  inquiry.  • 

That  they  did  not  set  out  in  this  undertaking  with  secular  views,  and  were  not  actuated  by 
them  in  the  prosecution  of  it,  appears  in  all  the  parts  of  their  conduct ;  tl>ey  did  bot  aim  at 
pleasure  and  ease,  at  wealth  or  honour. 

That  they  dii  not  seek  ease  and  bodily  pleasure,-  appears  from  the  fatigues  they  underwent, 
the  journeys  they  took;  and  that  imprisonment,  stripes,  and  scourging,  did  not  discourage  them 
in  prosecuting  their  design.     But  this  is  so  evident  that  it  need  not  be  insisted  on. 

And  if  men  propose  the  aggrandizing  themselves  by  heaping  up  wealth,  or  by  raising  to  them- 
selves authority  and  power,  they  will  often  forego  and  neglect  bodily  pleasure :  but  neither  did 
they  seek  wealth,  for  they  made  no  profit  of  the  religious  mstructions  th^y  gave  men,  nor  of  the 
powers  they  claimed  and  put  in  practice,  of  healing  distempers,  and  removing  other  bodily  incon- 
veniences men  laboured  under.  They  freely  employed  this  power  on  the  poor  and  necessitous, 
such  as  were  able  to  make  no  requitals  for  it ;  though  they  were  far  from  being  possessed  of  any 
superfluous  riches.  Peter  and  John,  of  mere  benevolence  healed  the  lame  man  that  was  daily 
laid  at  the  gate  of  the  temple  to  ask  alms  of  them  who  entered  into  it :  and  Peter  said  unto  him, 
^<  Silver  and  gold  have  I  none^  but  such  as  I  have  give  I  thee :  in  the  name  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth 
rise  up  and  walk,**  Acts  iii.  6.  Men  that  are  rich  will  give  any  part  of  their  substance  to  recover 
their  health,  and  preserve  life,  when  under  painful  and  dangerous  illnesses ;  and  any  advantages 
anight  be  made  of  this  power,  supposing  it  possible  to  be  lodged  in  men  of  a  sordid  spirit,  or  a 
worldly  mind;  esipecially  if  we  consider  that  the  apostles  are  represented,  not  only  as  possessed 
fof  the  power  of  healing  themselves,  but  likewise  of  a  capacity  of  bestowing  gifts  of  the  Holy 
'Ghost  on  others.  Selfish  and  covetous  persons  would  have  purchased  such  a  gift  at  any  rate : 
but  the  apostles  detested  such  a  thing  as  making  profits  of  this  part  of  their  power.  They  met 
with  temptations  of  this  kind,  but  rejected  them  with  the  utmost  abhorrence  and  indignation. 
When  the  gospel  had  been  received  by  some  at  Samaria,  and  the  apostles  had  conferred  some 
gifts  on  some  of  the  converts ;  "  When  Simon  saw  that  through  laying  on  of  the  apostles*  hands 
ithe  Holy  Ghost  was  given,  he  oflfered  them  money,  saying.  Give  me  also  this  power,  that  on 
whomsoever  I  lay  han(b,  he  may  receive  the  Holy  Ghost;  but  Peter  said  unto  him,  Tliy  money 

}>erish  with  thee,  because  thou  hast  thought  the  gift  of  God  may  be  purchased  with  money  j  thou 
last  neither  part  nor  lot  in  this  matter,'*  Acts  viii.  18 — il. 

Jn  divers  places  where  Paul  spent  a  considerable  time  in  sowing  the  seed  of  religious  priq- 
<!iples,  in  convmcing  and  teaching,  he  refused  all  gratuities,  though  he  did,  it  is  true,  accept  of 
,some  «m>pl  V  from  others.  "  When  I  was  present  with  you,  and  wanted,  I  was  chargeable  to  no 
man.;  for  that  which  was  lacking  to  me,  the  brethren  which  came  from  Macedonia  supplied;  and 
in  all  things  I  have  kept  myself  from  being  burdensome  unto  you  :**  2  Cor.  xi.  9  ;  but  all  this 
appears,  fi*om  the  expression  made  use  of,  to  have  been  only  a  supply  for  the  present,  and  what 
could  not  last  long.  And  it  is  plain  from  what  St.  Luke  relates,  that  during  part  of  his  stay  at 
Corinth,  he  worfced  with  his  own  hands  for  the  gaining  what  was  necessary  for  the  support  of 
jife :  *<  Aft;er  these  things,  Paul  departed  from  Athens,  and  came  to  Corinth,  and  found  a  certain 
Jew,  named  Aquila,  with  his  wife  Priscilla ;  and  because  he  was  of  the  same  craft  he  abode  with 
^hem,  and  wrought,  (for  by  their  occupation  they  were  tent^makers**).  Acts  xviii.  1 — 3.  At 
Xhessalonica  likewise  this  wiis  the  case:  for  he  tells  the  Thessalonians :  **You  remember, 
iirethren,  our  labour,  and  travail :  for  labouring  night  and  day,  because,  we  would  not  be  chai^able 
«nto  any  of  you,  we  preached  unto  you  the  gospel  of  God,*'  1  Epistle  ii.  9-  Nor  did  he  suffer 
others  to  make  any  considerable  advantages.  "Did  I  make  a  gain  of  you,  by  any  of  those 
whom  I  sent  unto  you  ?  I  desired  Titus,  and  with  him  I  sent  a  brother :  did  Titus  make  a  gain 
of  you  ?  wadked  we  not  in  the  game  steps  P'*  2  Cor.  xii.  17,  18. 

Yea  the  apostle  professed  himself  a  loser  on  the  account  of  this  religioDi  which  whether  true 
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or  not,  might  have  been  known.  "  Yea  doubtless,  and  I  account  all  things  but  Joss^  for  the 
excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus  my  Lord,  for  whom  I  have  suffered  the  loss  of  all 
things,  and  do  count  them  but  dung,  that  I  may  win  Christ,'*  Phil.  iii.  8. 

It  is  evident  they  did  not  seek  honour  to  themselves,  the  common  charge  against  innovators, 
the  great  propensity,  asf  it  is  supposed,  of  all  who  affect  to  be  heads  of  a  party.  From  those  that 
continued  their  old  affection  for  Judaism  or  heathenism,  they  coidd  expect  nothing  but  contempt 
or  aversion — ^to  be  thought  inconsiderate,  mistaken  and  deluded  wretches,  or  else  proud  and  self- 
opinionated,  perhaps  designing  and  wicked.  As  for  them  that  came  over  to  them  entirely,  or 
conceived  favour  for  their  doctrine,  it  is  plain  they  sought  not  honour  from  them ;  for  they  refused 
all  undue  respects  when  offered  them.  We  have  an  instance  of  this  at  Lystra.  Paul  aud  Barnabas 
cured  a  man  lame  from  his  birth.  When  the  people  saw  this,  "  they  lift  up  their  voices  saying. 
The  gods  are  come  down  to  us  in  the  likeness  of  men.**  The  priest  of  Jupiter  had  prepared 
oxen  and  garlands,  and  would  have  done  sacrifice  with  the  people.  It  was  even  dangerous  to 
oppose  such  an  attempt  of  gratitude  and  respect.  Yet  the  apostles  with  the  greatest  eagerness 
put  by  these  offers,  though  they  could  not  do  it  but  in  a  way  that  must  lay  a  disgrace  upon  the 
rites  this  people  were  devoted  to;  "  they  rent  their  clothes,  and  ran  in  among  the  people,  crying 
out.  Sirs,  why  do  ye  these  things  ?  We  preach  unto  you  that  ye  turn  from  these  vanities,  unto 
the  living  God.  And  with  these  sayings  scarce  restrained  they  the  people,  tliat  tliey  had  not 
done  sacrifice  unto  them,*'  Acts  xiv. 

They  wrought  no  miracles  in  their  own  name :  when  they  bestowed  any  extraordinary  kind- 
ness upon  any  person,  they  did  it  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.  And  when  any  were  ready  to 
run  into  a  mistake,  and  ascribe  to  them  what  did  not  belong  to  them,  they  were  careful  to 
rectify  such  apprehensions.  When  the  people  at  Jerusalem  flocked  together  about  Peter  and 
John,  upon  the  cure  of  the  lame  man  at  the  gate  of  the  temple,  "  greatly  wondering ;  when 
Peter  saw  it,**  he  said  to  them,  *<  why  marvel  ye  at  this  ?  or  why  look  ye  so  earnestly  upon  us ; 
as  though,  by  our  own  power  or  holiness,  we  had  made  tliis  man  to  walk?  The  God  of  our 
fathers  hath  glorified  his  Son  Jesus  :**  the  use  they  make  of  it  is,  to  magnify  the  goodness  of  God, 
and  the  power  of  Christ,  and  to  bring  them  to  true  repentance,  that  they  may  all  share  in  the 
favour  of  God :  "  Repent  ye  therefore,  and  be  converted,  that  your  sins  may  be  blotted  out,  when 
the  times  of  refreshing  shall  come  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,**  Acts  iii.  19*  When  Peter 
was  Entering  in  to  Cornelius,  and  he  met  him,  and  fell  down  at  his  feet  and  worshipped  him : 
"  Peter  took  him  up,  saying.  Stand  up ;  I  myself  also  am  a  man,**  Acts  x.  25,  26.  They 
disclaimed  likewise  all  undue  respects  among  those  that  had  acknowledged  their  commission,  and 
received  their  doctrine.  They  detested  all  contentions  about  their  own  persons,  owned  their 
meanness,  and  referred  all  to  the  glory  of  God.  "  Now  this  I  say,  that  every  one  of  you  saith, 
I  am  of  Paul,  and  I  of  Apollos,  and  I  of  Cephas,  and  I  of  Christ.  Is  Christ  aivided  ?  Was  Paul 
crucified  for  you?  or  were  ye  baptized  in  the  name  of  Paul?**  1  Cor.  L  12,  13.  They  owned 
their  own  meanness;  that  God  had  "  chosen  the  foolish  things  of  this  world,  and  weak  things, 
and  base  things  of  the  world  ;**  that  he  that  glorieth  might  "  glory  in  the  Lord,**  chap.  i.  27, 31. 
Again,  "  I  was  with  you  in  weakness  and  in  fear,  and  my  speech  was  not  with  enticing  wordA  of 
man's  wisdom,  but  in  demonstration  of  the  spirit,  and  of  power,  that  your  faith  should  not  stand 
in  the  wisdom  of  men,  but  in  the  power  of  God,"  chap.  li.  1.  "  Who  then  is  Paul,  and  who  is 
Apollos,  but  ministers  by  whom  ye  believed,  even  as  the  Lord  gave  to  every  man  ?  I  have 
planted,  Apollos  watered :  but  God  gave  the  increase.  So  then  neither  is  he  that  planteth  any 
thing,  neither  he  that  watereth :  but  God  that  giveth  the  increase,'*  chap.  iii.  5 — 7.  "  Theae 
things  have  I  in  a  figure  transferred  to  myself,  and  to  ApoUosfor  your  sakes;  that  you  might 
learn  in  us,  not  to  think  of  men  above  that  which  is  written,'*  chap.  iv.  6.  ^*  Not  for  that  we  have 
dominion  over  your  fietith,  but  are  helpers  of  your  joy,*'  2.Cor.  i.  24 ;  **  for  we  preach  not  ourselves 
but  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord;  and  ourselves  your  servants  for  Jesus*  sake,'*  chap.  iv.  5. 

I  might  refer  you  to  the  appeals  they  have  made  themselves  upon  some  occasions  in  behalf 
of  their  integrity :  some  of  which  at  lea^  are  such  as  would  not  have  been  made,  had  they  not 
been  fully  persuaded  of  their  own  sincerity,  and  that  the  persons  to  whom  they  made  them, 
could  give  no  proofs  to  the  contrary,  nay,  must  have  such  e^dences  of  it  before  them  as  were 
undeniable.  "  For  our  rejoicing  is  this,  the  testimony  of  our  conscience,  that  in  simplicity  and 
l^odly  sincerity,  not  with  fleshly  wisdom,  but  by  the  grace  of  God,  we  have  had  our  (o.iversation 
m  the  world,"  and  more  abundantly  to  you-ward,**  2  Con  i.  12.  "  But  even  after  that  we  had 
VOL.  V.  2  p 
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suffered  before,  and  were  shamefully  entreated  at  Philippi ;  we  were  bold  in  our  God  to  speak 
unto  you  the  gospel  of  Christ,"  1  Thess.  ii.  2.  "  Neither  at  any  time  used  we  flattering  words, 
as  ye  know,  nor  a  cloak  of  covetousness,  God  is  witness.  Neither  of  men  sought  we  glory,  nor 
of  you,  nor  yet  of  others,"  ver.  5.  "  Ye  are  witnesses  and  God  also,  how  holily  and  unblameably 
we  behaved  ourselves  among  you  that  believe,**-  ver.  10.  A  greater  regafd  may  be  had  to  these 
appeals,  because  there  were  in  most  of  the  churches  different  parties,  some  Judaising  Christians 
and  their  teachers ;  and  if  there  could  have  been  any  exceptions  against  them,  it  would  have  been 
in  vain  to  make  them. 

But  there  are  some  other  appeals  of  the  apostle  Paul,  which  we  may  certainly  lay  a  great 
stress  upon,  considering  the  occasion  of  them,  the  persons  to  whom,  and  the  places  in  which  they 
were  made,  and  which  must  absolutely  vindicate  him  in  particular  from  all  suspicion  of  baseness, 
and  from  selfish  and  worldly  views  in  this  design  of  spreading  the  goj^el.  In  Acts  xx.  18,  19> 
is  his  parting  speech  to  the  elders  at  Ephesus  :  "  Ye  know  from  the  time  that  I  came  into  Asia," 
i.  e.  that  part  of  Asia  which  was  then  properly  called  by  that  name ;  "after  what  manner  I  have 
been  with  you  at  all  seasons,  serving  the  Lord  with  all  humility  of  mind,  and  with  many  fear^ 
and  temptations.— I  have  coveted  no  man's  silver,  or  gold,  or  apparel:  yea,  you  yourselves 
know  that  th^se  hands  have  ministered  unto  my  neces»ties,  and  unto  them  that  were  with  me,'^ 
ver  33,  34.  In  Acts  xxi.  xxii.  is  an  account  of  the  seizing  of  Paul,  by  a  multitude  of  Jews  in 
the  temple  at  Jerusalem  j  of  his  being  taken  out  of  their  hands  by  the  chief  captain,  who  camer 
with  a  band  of  soldiers,  and  bound  him  with  chains :  and  when  Paul  was  going  up  into  the  castle, 
followed  by  a  great  crowd,  and  had  obtained  leave  to  ^eak  to  the  people,  he  spoke  to  them  in. 
the  Hebrew  tongue ;  **  Men,  brethren,  and  fathers, — I  am  verily  a  man  which  am  a  Jew  of 
Tarsus :  yet  brought  up  in  this  city  at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel,  and  taught  according  to  the  perfect 
manner  of  the  law  of  the  fathers,  and  was  zealous  toward  God,  as  ye  all  are  this  day  j  and  1  per- 
secuted this  way  unto  the  death  ; — as  also  the  high  priest  doth  bear  me  witness,  and  all  the  estate 
of  the  elders,  from  whom  also  I  received  letters,  and  went  unto  Damascus,  to  bring  them  which, 
were  there,  bound  unto  Jerusalem  to  be  punished."  Then  he  proceeds  to  relate  the  extraordinary 
appearance  he  saw  in  the  way,  which  was  the  means  of  his  conversion.  Now  is  it  conceivable, 
tnat  under  such  circumstances,  when  he  was  in  the  hands  of  the  chief  captain,  the  people  of 
Jerusalem  incensed  and  clamorous  against  him,  he  should  give  this  account  of  himself,  of  the  name 
of  the  person  by  whom  he  was  educated  in  that  city,  and  who  was  also  living  at  that  very  time : 
appeal  to  the  high  priest  himself,  and  the  body  of  the  elders,  and  tell  them  what  was  the  real  cause 
of  his  conversion ;  if  in  all  this  there  had  been  any  falsehood,  and  if  there  had  been  any  ill  conduct 
in  the  former  part  of  his  life,  for  which  he  had  been  thrown  off  by  his  party,  or  if  he  had  met  with 
disappointment  in  any  pretensions  which  might  be  matter  of  lasting  disgust,  had  it  not  been  easy 
to  convict  him  ?  and  would  not  a  falsehood  delivered  by  him  at  this  time,  have  been  much  to  his 
disadvantage  ?  But  nothing  of  this  appears,  there  was  no  falsehood  in  it  y  they  heard  him  patiently, 
till  in  the  course  of  his  speech,  he  comes  to  mention  a  design  of  God,  to  send  him  from  hence  to 
the  Gentiles.  "  They  gave  him  audience  to  these  words :"  but  the  bare  tnention  of  any  favour 
of  God  to  the  Gentiles,  threw  them  into  a  rage  that  excluded  all  thought  and  consideration ;  then 
they  cried  out  j  "  Away  with  such  a  fellow  from  the  earth,  for  it  is  not  fit  that  he  should  live." 
This  was  the  account  he  gave  of  himself  upon  many  occasions ;  we  find  it  in  his  speech  to 
Agrippa  :  "  My  manner  of  life  from  my  youth,  which  was  at  the  first  among  my  own  nation  at 
Jerusalem,  know  all  the  Jews,  which  knew  me  from  tlie  beginning  (if  they  would  testify)  that 
afler  the  most  straitest  sect  of  our  religion  I  lived  a  pharisee."  See  Acts  xxiii.  1 ;  Phil.  iii.  4,  5 ; 
and  Gal.  i.  13,  14.  These  are  appeals  which  would  not  have  been  made,  if  they  could  have 
been  refuted. 

It  is  a  strong  proof  of  their  integrity,  and  that  they  had  no  selfish  designs  in  spreading  a  new 
set  of  religious  principles,  that  they  did  not  Qndeavour  to  accommodate  the  principles  they 
delivered  as  from  God,  to  the  corrupt  taste  of  Jews  or  Gentiles.  It  was  not  a  religion  made  up 
partly  of  the  one  and  partly  of  the  other,  modelled  and  contrived,  and  adjusted  so  as  to  please  all. 
parties.  The  Jews  were  implacably  incensed,  yet  they  made  no  composition  with  them  in  favour 
of  their  temples,  their  sacrifices,  or  their  priesthood.  When  the  Jewish  converts  had  a  zeal  foe 
some  part  of  the  Mosaic  law,  and  they  were  somewhat  indulged  as  to  themselves,  yet -they  could 
never  lay  unnecessary  burdens  upon  the  Gentiles,  or  oblige  them  to  submit  to  any  of  the  distin-^ 
guishing  rites  of  that  institution.    This  was  the  determination  of  the  apostles  and  elders  m  a  full 
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addembly  at  Jerusalem.  Paul  every  where  declares  against  tlie  necessity  of  circumcision :  and 
Peter  had  given  his  judgment  clearly  on  the  same  side,  though  in  a  paiticular  instance  he  was 
guilty  in  his  practice  of  an  improper  compliance.  As  for  the  Gentiles,  there  was  no  favour  shewn 
to  any  of  their  gods,  or  their  rites :  no  indulgence  to  apply  to  them  as  objects  of  worship,  or  as 
mediators  and  intercessors :  but  they  declared,  notwithstanding  the  vast  number  of  gods  which 
were  the  objects  of  general  devotion,  that  there  was  but  one  God,  and  one  mediator  between  God 
and  man :  no  indulgence  to  any  vicious  disorders,  no  relaxations  of  the  strictness  of  their  rules  of 
life,  in  behalf  of  the  most  general  customs,  or  the  strongest  inclinations :  the  preaching  of  the 
cross  proved  a  scandal  f  though  unjustly,  and  without  reason)  to  many,  w^as  to  the  Jews  a  stumbling 
block,  and  to  the  Greeics  foolishness  j  vet  still  they  taught  Christ  crucified,  as  the  wisdom  of  God, 
and  the  power  of  God.  They  preacned  Repentance  towards  God,  and  faith  towards  oiir  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  to  Jews  and  Gentiles ;  exhorted  the  one  not  to  depend  upon  their  privileges,  and 
the  others  to  turn  from  their  vanities  to  the  living  and  true  God. 

The  freedom  they  used  towards  those  who  were  coaverted  to  Christianity,  is  another  argument 
t)f  their  sincerity.  They  connived  at  no  disorders  among  them;  nor  did  they  use  flattering 
words,  but  charged  them  to  "  walk  worthy  of  the  Lord,,  wno  had  called  them  into  his  kingdom 
and  ^lory,**  2  Cor.  xii.  20,  21.  Blaming  even  their  backwardness  and  slow  progress  in  Christian 
Jcnowledge  and  virtues.  "  And  I,  brethren,  could  not  speak  unto  you  as  unto  spiritual,  but  as 
unto  carnal,  even  as  unto  babes  in  Christ :  I  have  fed  you  with  milk,  and  not  with,  meat — for  ye 
are  yet  carnal :  for  whereas  there  is  among  you  envying,  and  strife,  and  divisions  ;  are  ye  not 
carnal,  and  walk  as  men  ?  For  when  for  the  time  ye  ought  to  be  teachers,  ye  have  need  that  one 
teach  you  again,  which  be  the  first  principles  of  the  oracles  of  God,  and  are  beconle  such  as  have 
need  of  milk  and  not  of  strong  meat,"  1  Cor.  iii.  Would  any  man  have  talked  at  this  rate,  spoken 
in  this  manner,  who  was  ambitious  to  be  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  party,  when  the  persons  they 
treat  tJius,  must  be  under  very  strong  temptations  from  this  world,  and  perhaps  some  likewise 
from  tneir  own  inclinations,  to  return  to  tne  more  splendid,  and  yet  more  general  religions  of 
Judaism,  or  Gentilism,  which  they  had  lately  forsaken  ? 

Lastly.  As  to  this  point,  it  is  a  proef  they  were  not  influenced  by  worldly  views  in  this  design, 
since  they  persisted  in  it  notwithstanding  the  very  fierce  opposition  they  met  with  from  the  Jews, 
and  the  scorn  and  contempt  that  was  shewn  them  by  the  generality  of  Heathens :  and  when  in 
the  churches  they  planted,  and  amon^  thiose  who  had  ^ven  the  most  favourable  reception  to  them, 
there  were  many  who  received  their  principles  but  m  part,  and  did  not  submit  to  all  their  rules 
of  life  in  their  full  force ;  when  some,  who  had  accompanied  them  in  this  work,  forsook  them, 
lo\4ng  this  present  world,  others  gave  way  to  seducers,  and  denied  them  that  little  authority  tliey 
claimed,  which  they  desired  them  to  shew  no  other  mark  of,  than  by  adhering  to  the  principles 
they  had  confirmed  among  them  by  undeniable  evidence ;  ceitainly  tney  were  animated  by  other, 
by  higher  considerations  than  worldly  motives  and  inducements;  for  of  these  they  met  with  none ; 
£nd  they  must  have  been  quite  discouraged  and  (for  ever). have  abandoned  their  design,  if  they 
had  not  looked  more  <<  at  the  things  which  are  not  seen,  which  are  eternal,  than  at  the  things 
which  are  seen,  which  are  temporal.'* 

These  are  as  strong  proof's  of  men's  integrity  as  we  can  desire,  as  convincing  as  can  begiven. 

10.  We  may  reckon  it  an  argument  of  tne  credibility  of  this  account,  that  the  writers  of  it, 
and  the  persons  engaged  in  the  first  publishing  the  gospel,  and  who  were  the  witnesses  of  the 
main  facts  upon  which  the  whole  depends,  do  appear  to  be  free  firom  enthusiasm ;  that  is,  they 
did  not  believe  because  they  believed,  nor  act  by  impulse  and  inclination  ;  but  they  were  influenced 
in  their  belief  and  conduct,  by  reason  and  evidence,  not  by  a  strong  imagination :  their  own  faith 
was  founded  upon  evidence  and  reason.  "That  which  was  from  the  beginning,  which  we  have 
heard,  which  we  have  seen  with  our  eyes,  which  we  have  looked  upon,  and  our  hands  have  handled 
of  the  word  of  life ;  this  declare  we  unto  you,'*  1  John  i.  1*  And  what  they  professed  to  others, 
they  proved  by  reason  and  argument.  That  they  were  not  of  an  enthusiastic  spirit,  appears  in 
the  accounts  given  in  the  public  preaching  of  our  Saviour.  He  referred  the  Jews  to  the  scriptures 
they  read  daily,  and  whose  authority  they. owned:  he  appealed  to  his  works.  "If  I  do  not  the 
works  of  my  Father,  believe  me  not,"  John  x.  SJ.  I  might  refer  you,  as  a  proof  of  this  character,^ 
to  such  exhortations  as  these.  "  Prove  all  tilings,  hold  fast  that  which  is  good,"  1  Thess.  v.  ^1. 
"  Believe  not  every  spirit,  but  try  the  spirits,  whether  they  be  of  God,"  1  John  iv.  1.  "Judge 
ye  what  I  say,".  1  Cor,  x.  15.    Their  offering  all  things  to  a  fair  trial  and  exawinatiou. 
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The  full  conviction  of  the  apostles  themselves,  of  the  divine  character  of  our  Saviour,  seems 
to  be  owing  to  his  resurrection  from  the  dead,  and  the  pouring  out  of  the  Holy  Ghost  upon 
themselves.     And  stronger  evidences  could  not  be  given  of  a  commission  from  heaven. 

The  speeches  we  have  preserved  in  the  Acts  and  in  the  epistles  they  wrote,  are  full  of  reasons 
and  arguments :  some  points  are  supported  by  a  variety  of  proofs :  you  will  find  a  strain  of  excel- 
lent reasoning  in  the  speeches  of  Peter,  the  first  publisher  of  the  gospel,  after  our  Lord's  ascension ; 
when,  upon  the  apostles'  making  use  of  a  vast  variety  of  languages,  in  the  hearing  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Jerusalem,  and  of  the  strangers  that  were  come  thither  from  all  parts,  at  the  feast  of 
Pentecost,  some  wondered,  "others  said.  These  men  are  full  of  new  wine:  but  Peter  standing 
up,  said,"  among  other  things,  "  These  are  not  drunken,  as  ye  suppose,  seeing  it  is  but  the  third 
hour  of  the  day,"  Acts  ii.  13 — 15 ;  or  nine  in  the  morning,  the  time  of  prayer,  to  which  they 
generally  came  fasting.  **  Ye  men  of  Israel,  hear  these  words ;  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  a  man  approved 
of  God  among  you,  by  miracles,  and  wonders,  and  signs,  which  God  did  by  him  in  the  midst  of 
you,  as  ye  yourselves  also  know,"  ver.  22.  "  This  Jesus  hath  God  raised  up,  whereof  we  all  are 
witnesses:  therefore  being  by  the  right  hand  of  God  exalted,  and  having  received  of  the  Father 
the  proniise  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  he  hath  shed  forth  this,  which  ye  now  see  and  hear,*'  ver.  32,  S3. 
Are  these  arguments  that  can  be  gainsayed?  He  reminds  them  of  the  miracles  Christ  had 
wrought  among  them ;  declares  they  were  witnesses  of  his  resurrection,  having  seen  and  con^ 
versed  with  him  since  his  crucifixion  and  burial ;  and  as  a  proof  of  his  exaltation  bv  God,  appeals 
to  them  as  witnesses  to  what  they  saw  and  heard,  as  to  the  change  wrought  in  themselves,  and 
the  discourses  they  had  heard  from  them  in  tongues  they  had  not  studied  or  learned. 

See  Acts  iii.  from  ver.  2  to  the  end.  iv.  19 — ^29,  31.  Peter^s  speech  to  Cornelius  is  of  the 
same  kind.  "  That  word,  you  know,  which  was  published  throughout  all  Judea : — ^low  God 
anointed  Jesus  of  Nazareth  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  with  power,  who  went  about  doing  good^ 
and  healing  all  that  were  oppressed  of  the  devil :  for  God  was  with  him  j  and  we  are  witnesses  of 
all  things  which  he  did  in  th.e  land  of  the  Jews,  and  in  Jerusalem;  whom  they  slew  and  hanged 
on  a  tree.  Him  God  raised  up  the  third  day,  and  showed  him  openly,  noi  to  all  the  people,  but 
unto  witnesses,^-even  to  us,  who  did  eat  and  drink  with  him  after  he  rose  from  the  dead ;  and 
he  commanded  us  to  preach  unto  the  people,"  Acts  x.  37 — 12.  He  refers  them  to  iacts^ 
wrought  openly,  and  lately  done  in  all  parts  of  Judea :  and  as  to  our  Saviour's  resurrection,  the 
apostles,  and  others,  who  had  seen  him,  conversed  with  him,  and  to  whose  examination  of  him  he 
had  offered  himself,  they  were  certainly  competent  judges,  and  sufficient  witnesses  of  such  a  fact. 

And  I  think  no  one  will  deny  the  speech  of  Peter,  in  Acts  xi.  to  be  full  of  strong  and  cogent 
arguments  :  when  he  was  come  back  to  Jerusalem  from  Cornelius,  they  who  were  of  the  circum- 
cision, contended  with  hkn,  saying,  *^  Thou  wentest  into  men  uncircumcised,  and  didst  eat  with 
them  :**  upon  which  he  related  the  whole  affair  to  them,  gave  them  an  account  of  the  reasons  he 
had  for  going  to  Cornelius,  and  to  baptize  him,  and  at  last  shews  that  he  had  not  acted  without 
good  grounds  in  what  he  had  done.  "  As  I  began  to  speak,  the  Holy  Ghost  fell  upon  them,  a> 
on  us  at  the  beginning. — ^Forasmuch  then  as  God  gave  unto  them  the  like  gifts  that  he  did  unto 
us,  who  believed  on  the  Lord  Jesns  Christ ;  what  was  I  that  I  could  withstand  God?  When 
they  heard  these  things,  they  held  their  peace,  and  glorified  God,  saying,  then  hath  God  also  to 
the  Gentiles  granted  repentance  unto  life.".  A  most  just  conclusion  certainly  from  such  premises. 
In  Acts  XV.  is  the  same  argument  or  reasoning  in  the  assembly  at  Jerusalem. 

The  speech  of  Paul  at  Athens  is  likewise  a  piece  of  masterly  reasoning,  wherein  he  proves 
the  perfections  of  the  Divine  Being  from  things  visible  in  the  frame  of  the  world ;  from  the 
powers  we  ourselves  are  endowed  with,  and  the  benefits  men  daily  receive  from  him  ;  and  pro- 
ceeds at  length  to  the  revelation  made  to  the  world  by  Christ ;  and  exhorts  them  to  repentance, 
from  the'  consideration  of  tliat  righteous  judgment  which  should  pass  upon  men  by  Christ,  of 
which  God  had  given  assurance,  in  that  he  had  raised  him  from  the  dead. 

And  he  that  considers  the  other  speeches  of  Paul,  may  observe  they  are  free  from  all  enthu- 
siasm, suited  to  the  character  of  the  persons  he  spoke  to,  and  the  principles  they  admitted,  before* 
**  he  reasoned  of  righteousness,  temperance,  and  a  judgment  to  come,*'  Acts  xxiv.  25.  Festus 
indeed  told  him,  upon  his  finishing  his  apology  made  before  king  Agrippa:  "Paul,  thou  art 
beside  thyself:  much  learning  doth  make  thee  mad,"  Acts  xxvi.  24.  But  he  that  considers  the 
speech  itself,  and  the  reply  he  made  to  Festus,  must  be  sensible  what  Festus  had  said  arose  from 
prejudice,  or  great  unacquaintedness  with  some  of  the  matters  Paul  had  treated  of.    He  therefore 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Internal  Marks  qf  Credibility  in  the  New  Testament.  293 

justly  replied  to  him»  *<  I  am  not  mad>  most  noble  Festus,  but  speak  forth  the  words  of  truth  and 
soberness;''  and  appeals  to  king  Agrippa,  who  might  be  supposed  better  acquainted  with 
these  matters  than  Festus :  "  For  the  king  knows  of  these  things  before  whom  I  speak ;  for  I  am 
persuaded  that  none  of  these  things  are  hidden  from  him :  for  this  thing  was  not  done  in 
a  corner/* 

There  are  indeed  some  relations  of  trances  and  visions,  which  may  be  th9ught  to  contradict 
this  representation  of  the  apostles*  characfers.  I  will  consider  a  few  of  them,  which  I  do  not 
select  from  the  rest,  as  most  capable  of  solution ;  for  as  far  as  I  can  JHdg^  they  are  as  excep- 
tionable as  any  that  can  be  instanced  in.  May  not  the  account  given  of  Peter's  trance  and 
vision  give  just  su^icion  of  his  being  liable  to  the  impressions  of  a  strong  imagination,  and  to  be 
influenced  by  them  in  his  conduct  j  that  Peter  went  up  to  pray,  fell  into  a  trance,  saw  heaven 
opened,  and  "  a  certain  vessel  descending  to  him,  wherein  were  all  manner  of  four-footed  beasts, 
creeping  things,  and  fowls  of  the  air.  And  there  came  a  voice  to  him.  Rise,  Peter,,  kill  and  eat; 
but  Peter  said.  Not  so.  Lord,  for  I  have  not  eaten  any  thing  common  or  unclean.  And  the 
the  voice  said  unto  him.  What  God  hath  cleansed,  that  call  not  thou  common/'  A  full  reply,  I 
think,  may  be  given  to  this.  Perhaps  it  is  hardly  worth  observing,  that  this  was  not  in  the 
night  time,  when  the  darkness  of  the  season,  the  disposition  of  men's  bodies,  and  some  common 
prejudices,  render  men  more  susceptible  of  conceits  and  impressions,  or  more  liable  to  be  deluded 
by  cunning  impostors ;  for  it  happened  at  the  sixth  hour  of  the  day,  i.  e.  at  noon*  He  could 
not  well  be  mistaken,  for  the  vision  and  the  voice  was  repeated  thrice:  and  when  he  was 
doubting  what  this  vision  should  mean,  persons  inquired  for  him,  acquainted  him  they  came 
from  Cornelius,  who  had  been  admonished  by  an  angel  to  send  for  him :  when  he  came  thither, 
he  found  him  in  a  disposition  to  receive  farther  information  in  matters  of  religion,  and  gifls  and 
blessings  were  bestowed  in  a  visible  manner  upon  them  that  attended  to  him.  Such  a  series  of 
events  corre^onding  to  his  vision,  might  well  assure  him  of  the  reality  of  his  vision,  and  the 
meaning  of  it ;  and  may  fully  vindicate  the  person  that  related  this  account  from  all  credulity. 
It  is  an  additional  confirmation  of  the  truth  and  reality  of  this  whole  account,  that  the  intent  of 
the  vision,  and  the  use  made  of  it,  was  by  no  means  suitable  to  any  preconceived  notions  we  can 
suppose  to  have  been  in  Peter's  mind;  and  therefore  nothing  but  full  evidence  could  incline  him 
to  admit  the  truth  of  a  vision  and  voice,  that  sent  him  ta  persons  uncircumcised. 

The  history  of  St.  Paul's  conversion  is  another  passage  that  may  seem  to  savour  of  enthusiasm. 
But  if  we  carefully  examine  all  the  parts  and  circumstances  of  it,  1  believe  we  shall  find  it  void 
of  all  tokens,  either  of  forgery  or  delusioa;  that  it  could  not  be  a  forgery  or  invention,  is 
evident  from  the  circumstances  set  forth.  It  is  said  to  have  happened  when  in  company  of 
those  that  attended  him  from  the  high  priest  and  elders  at  Jerusalem,  to  put  in  execution  orders 
for  seizing  persons  at  Damascus,  that  had  embraced  Christianity;  it  was  m  the  day-time,  and  it 
happened  upon  the  road  in  an  opea  place.  That  all  this  was  matter  of  fact,  appears  in  that  he 
boldly  told  this  story  as  the  ground  of  his  conversion,  without  any  apprehensions  of  confutation: 
and  that  the  persons  who  were  with>  hint  were  so  surprised  at  the  light,  as  to  fall  to  the  ground, 
and  to  be  ^echless  for  a  time:  that  blindness  ensued,  and  continued  upon  him  for  three  days ; 
this  must  be  known  to-  tliem  th^  laid  their  hands  on  him  at  Damascus.  And  that  he  was 
careful  not  to  declare  any  thii^  more  than  the  truth,  appears  in  that  he  says.  They  who  were 
with  him,  saw  no  man:  h^  does  not  appeal  to  them  for  the  truth  of  any  thing  more  than  was  before 
them.  The  extraordinary  light  and  a  voice,  they  were  witness  of:  but  the  appearance  of 
Christ  to  him,  and  the  words  he  spoke  to  him,  and  his  blindness  afterwards,  rely  upon  his  own 
testimony;  and,  that  he  was  not  then  himself  deluded  and  deceived,  appears  m  that  this 
happened  at  mid-day  ^  the  light  was  so  great,  as  to  be  above  the  brightness  of  the  sun.  His 
blindness  continued  three  days;  his  cure  was  wrought  by  Ananias  putting  his  hand  upon  him, 
and  declaring  that  Jesus^  who  nad  appeared  to  him  in  the  way,  had  sent  him  to  restore  his  sight; 
whereupon  there  fell  from,  his  eyes  as  it  had  been  scales,  and  he  saw. .  Such  an  account  as  this, 
of  an  apparitioa  that  happened  to  Paul,  not  when  alone,  but  in  company,,  and  that  not  in  the 
company  of  those  who  were  friends,  and  of  the  same  way  with  him,  may  well  be  related  by 
St.  Luke  without  credulity^ 

There  is  one  passage,  which,  perhaps,  is  the  hardest  <rf*  all  ta  be  accounted  for :  what  Paul 
has  said  of  his  being  taken  up  into  paradise,  or  the  third  heaven ;  where  he  heard  unspeakable 
words,  which  it  is  not  lawful  for  a  man  to  utter.     However,  I  think  he  will  be  acquitted  here,  if 
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we  consider  the  occasion  of  mentioning  them :  namely,  tlie  subtle  methods  of  designing  person^ 
to  draw  oft*  the  Corinthians,  whom  he  had  taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  with,  from  the  simplicity 
of  the  gospel;  their  attempt  to  lessen  him  unreasonably,  on  account  of  some  disadvantages  in 
his  person,  and  his  manner  of  speaking;  and  possibly,  because  he  had  not  personally  conversed 
with  Christ,  as  Peter  and  the  other  apostles.  For  this  reason  he  relates  this  extraordmary  favour 
he  had  had  from  God,  which  he  might  certainly  do  if  a  truth,  if  he  apprehended  it  might  be  of 
use  to  retain  the  Corinthians  in  the  profession  of  th8  purity  of  the  gospel,  though  he  does  not 
make  it  the  sole  ground  of  their  belief  of  it,  for  he  reiers  them  in  the  twelfth  verse  of  this 
chapter,  as  well  as  in  other  places,  to  the  miracles  he  had  wrought.  .**  Truly  the  signs  of  an 
-apostle  were  wrought  among  you,  in  Ul  patience,  in  signs  and  wonders,  and  mighty  deeds." 
Our  apology  for  this  passage,  and  the  apostle,  would  not  be  complete  if  we  omitted  the  manneir 
in  which  he  relates  it.  He  appears  to  be  in  pain,  and  can  hardly  persuade  himself  to  mention 
it,  as  directiy  relating  to  himself.  "  I  knew  a  man  in  Christ,  above  fourteen  years  ago.*'  It 
was  not  mentioned  till  a  long  while  after  it  had  happened.  He  tells  us  the  danger  he  was  in 
honestly  of  soriie  pride  and  vanity:  and  we  have  reason  to  credit  what  h6  has  here  declared,  in 
'that  he  uses  so  much  caution  not  to  say  any  thing  positively,  but  what  he  was  certain  of;  being 
in  doubt  whether  this  was  with  his  spirit,  or  his  whole  man :  "  whether  in  the  body,  I  cannot  tell; 
or  whether  out  of  the  body,  I  cannot  tell :  God  knoweth.'*     Words  twice  used  on  this  account. 

And  in  behalf  of  these  passages  we  may  offer  this  general  observation;  that  when  men  came 
with  a  set  of  religious  principles,  that  were  beyond  all  others  for  their  real  excellency,  their 
.reasonableness,  their  purity,  their  tendency  to  regulate  and  improve  the  minds  and  lives  of  men, 
and  produced  before  men's  eyes  openly  works  of  an  extraordinary  nature ;  if  they  should,  upon 
some  particular  occasion,  relate  an  account  of  a  vision,  or  some  uncommon  appearance,  and 
what  was  said  unto  them  therein,  they  would  deserve  credit  if  they  were  persons  of  an  un- 
l)lameable  behaviour,  if  the  principles  they  taught  were  pure  and  holy,  and  their  reasoning  upon  all 
occasions  Just  and  good,  and  they  wrought  miracles  in  attestation  of  their  mission;  this  may 
'^secure  their  credit,  and  vindicate  them  from  the  charge  of  enthusiasm  in  such  particulars,  as  we 
have  BOW  been  considering,  and  that  they  are  not  under  the  power  of  an  ungoverned  imagination. 
But  all  this  will  be  no  vindication,  or  recommendation  of  others,  who  pretend  to  visions  and 
appearances  in  behalf  of  trifles,  and  who  give  no  sensible  proofs  of  a  correspondence  between 
heaven  and  earth,  and  who,  in  their  prdinary  behaviour,  show  much  greater  strength  of  fancy 
iind  imagination,  than  of  reason  and  judgment. 

These  two  last  particulars  may  be  jomed  togetlier.     We  suppose  those  matters  of  fact  to  be 
well  attested,  which  we  receive  from  persons  of  honest  hearts  and  sound  understandings. 

11.  That  the  apostles  wrought  miracles,  and  conferred  extraordinary  gifts  upon  many  others, 
is  apparent  from  their  epistles,  written  and  directed  to  those  who  had  seen  these  works,  and 
shared  in  these  benefits.  These  epistles  of  Paul,  and  the  'other  epistles  in  the  New  Tegrtament, 
have  all  the  tokens  of  genuine  letters :  all  except  one  or  two  have  the  names  of  the  persons  that 
wrote  them.  Here  is  the  name. of  the  person  or  church,  and  place  to  which  they  were  sent; 
salutations  of  particular  persons  sent  to  others  by  name.  Here  are  references  to  uie  particular 
occasion  of  writing  them.  The  second  epistle  to  the  Corinthians  has  respect  to  the  success  and 
acceptance  of  a  former  letter  sent  to  them:  in  some,  questions  are  answered,  that  are  supposed 
to  have  been  sent  to  the, writer  for  solution:  so  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  their  having  been 
really  sent  to  the  churches  and  persons  they  are  directed  to.  I  insist  onl^  on  the  marks  and 
characters  in  these  epistles  themselves,  that  may  assure  us  they  are  genuine ;  for  I  am  upon 
internal  (testimonies  lonly.  Now,  in  these  epistles,  the  writers  take  notice  of  the  miracles  that 
they  or  others  had  wrought  among  them,  to  whom  these  very  letters  were  sent  "  Truly  the  signs 
lOf  an  apostle  were  wrought  among  you  in  all  patience,  in  signs  and  wonders,  and  mighty  deeds," 
^  Cor.  «iL  12.  ^*  He  therefore  that  ministeretn  to  you  the  spirit,  and  worketh  miracles  among 
jou,  doth  he  it  by  the  works  of  the  law,  or  by  the  hearing  of  faith?"  Gal.  iii.  5.  «*  For  our 
gospel  came  not  unto  you  in  word  only,  but  silso  in  power,  and  in  the  Holy  Ghost,"  1  Thess.  i.  5. 
***  God  also  bearing  them  witness,  both  with  signs  and  wonders,  and  with  divers  miracles  and 
gifls  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  according  to  his  own  will,"  Heb.  ii.  4.  The  writer  does  not  labour  in 
Sie  proof  of  these  things,  he  supposes  them  well  knonpcrp;  he  suspects  no  doubt  but  they  were 
convinced  these  works  had  been  done  among  them:  the  thins  he  is  solicitous  about  is,  that  they 
would  act  suitably;  and  in  consequence  of  such  proofs,  tiiat  w^  would  be  stedfast  in  the  pro* 
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fession  of  prindples  recommended  by  such  testimonials:  that  they  would  not  be  moved  by  tlie 
artifices  of  persons  who  could  not  produce  such  works.  And  if  we  consider  this,  that  there  were 
some  divisions  in  the  churches ;  that  there  were  some  persons  who  were  undermining  the  interest 
of  the  apostles  among  them,  and  endeavouring  to  overturn  the  work  the  apostles  had  begun;  we 
can  never  imagine  they  would  have  expressed  themselves  thus,  but  that  they  knew  the  persons 
they  wrote  to  had  a  conviction  of  the  truth  of  what  was  written.  Epistles  are  not  treatises  or 
histories,  sent  abroad  to  acquaint  men  of  what  they  had  not  heard  before:  nor  do  tliese  epistles, 
tell  them  of  wonders  wrought  in  other  churches }  but  they  contain  references  to  works  wrought 
among  them  to  whom  they  were  sent. 

Yet.  here  is  somewhat  more  in  these  epistles.  Here  are  reproofs  of  the  mismanagement  of 
gifts  they  were  themselves  possessed  of:  directions  given  about  the  better  use  and  employment 
of  them.  Can  this  argument  of  their  truth  be  any  way  evaded  ?  "  I  thank  my  God  always  on 
your  behalf,  that  in  every  thing  you  are  enriched  by  him,  in  all  utterance,  and  in  all  knowledge»'*^ 

1  Cor.  i.  4,  6.     "  Therefore,  as  you  abound  in  every  thing,  in  faith,  in  utterance,  in  knowledge,*' 

2  Cor.  viii.  7*  **  This  only  would  I  know,  received  ye  the  Spirit  by  the  works  of  the  law,  or  by- 
the  hearing  of  faith  ?**  Gal.  iii.  2.  In  the  xii.  xiii.  xiv.  chapters  of  the  first  epistle  to  the* 
Corinthians,  are  reckoned  up  divers  swts  of  gifts  eminent  among  them;  not  all  indeed  bestowed 
upon  one  person;  but  some  upon  one,  some  upon  another;  though  it  should  seem  the  apostles, 
and  perhaps  some  others,  had  all,  or  most  of  them.  He  argues,  that  as  these  were  all  derived 
&am  one  and  the  same  spirit,  into  one  body,  they  were  not  to  foment  any  divisions  on  the* 
account  of  these  things;*  and  he  that  had  a  more  splendid  gift,  was  not  to  despise  another  who 
had  not  one  so  conspicuous  and  remarkable;  even  as  in  the  body,  there  are  members  more 
honourable,  others  less  honourable;  but  all.  useful  and  necessary;,  they  are  exhorted  seriously 
not  to  value  themselves  too  much  upon  these  gifts;  but  though  it  was  a  privilege  to  enjoy  them, 
and  they  were  valuable  and  desirable,  yet  they  should  rather  aim. to  excel  in  love  and  charity, 
and  other  internal  dispositions:  "  But  the  manifestation  of  the  Spirit  is  given  to  every  man  to 

Erofit  withal:  to  one  is  given  by  the  Spirit  the  word  of  wisdom;  to  another,  the  word  of  know-: 
»dge,  by  the  same  Spirit;  to  another,  the  gifts*  of  healing;;  to  another,  the  working  of  miracles  y 
to  another,  prophecy;  to  another,  the  discerning  of  spirits;  to  another,  divers  kinds  of  tongues; 
to  another,  the  interpretation  of  tongues,"  1  Cor.  xii.  7 — H*  **  God  hath  set  some  in  the 
church,  first  apostles,  secondarily  prophets,  thirdly  teachers,  after  that  miracles^  then  gifts  of 
healing,  helps,  governments,  diversities  of  tongues:  are  all  apostles?  are  all  prophets?  aie  all 
workers  of  miracles?  have  all  the  gifts  of  healing?  do  all  speak  with  tongues?  do  all  interpret? 
— Covet  earnestly  the  best  gifts:  and  yet  show  I  unto  you  a  more  excellent  way,**  ver..28 — 31. 
**  Charity  never  faileth:  but  whether  there*  be  prophecies,  tliey  shall  failj  whether  there  be 
tongues,  they  shall  cease;  whether  there  be  knowledge,  it  shall  vainish  away,**  ch.  xiii.  8.  "  I 
would  that  ye  all  spake  with  tongues,  but  rather  that  ye  prophesied:  for  greater  is  he  that 
prophesietib,  than  he  that  speaketb^with  tongues,  except  he  interpret  that  the  church  may  receive 
edifying,'*  ch.  xiv.  5.  "  Let  all:things  be  done  to  editying,**  ver.  26..  "  If  any  man  speak  in  an 
unknown  tongue,  let  it  be  by  two,  or  at  most  by  three,  and  that  by  course,  and  let  one  interpret,** 
ver.  27.  Almostthewhole.xiv.  chapter  relates  to  this  one  point.  If  there  were  no  such  gifis  among 
them,  would  they  have  been  cautioned  not  to  overvalue  them?  If  one  had  not  one  gift  which 
another  wanted,  could  there  have  been  advices  not  to  despise  another  who  had  not  so  remarkable  and 
splendid  a  gift  ?  If.  there- had  not  been  some  disorderly  use  of  prophecy,  and  the  gift  of  tongues, 
would  there  have  been  so  many  directions  earnestly  urged  upon  them  concerning  the  right  and 
prudent  use  of  them  ?  Could  they  tell  themselves  whether  they  had  received  such  gifts  or  not ; 
and  did  not  they  know,  whether  others  among  them  showed  such  gifts  or  not,  or  practised  such 
powers?  If  these  things  had  not  been  thus,  would  this  method  of  argument  have  recommended 
tiie  persons  or  the  doctrine  of  the  apostles  to  them,  who  were  declining  from  both;  would  it  not 
have  exposed  both  to  contempt  and  ridieule  ?  There  were  then  certainly  supernatural  and 
uncommon  gifts  bestowed  on  the  apostles,  and  the  first  converts  to  Cliristianity,  which  were  tes- 
timonies of  a  divine  commission  from  heaven. 

12.  I  shdl  mention  but  one  particular  more.  It  appears  from  the  books  of  the  New  Testae 
ment,  that  we  have  the  concurring  testimony  of  divers  persons.  For  the  history  of  our 
Saviour's  preaching  and  mirades^  ha&  the  names,  of  four,  difierent  writers;  and  tiie  authors  of  the 
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qiistles  make  feferences  to  many  of  the  facts  set  forth.  The  difference  of  style,  manner  of 
expression,  method  and  way  of  arguing  upon  some  facts,  sufficiently  Assure  t^s  they  did  not  all 
come  from  one  hand;  nay,  the  omissions  of  some  thjjigs  in  one  gospel,  mentioned  by  another; 
the  different  order  in  which  matters  are  related;  the  seeming  contrarieties  in  some  lesser  matters 
may  satisfy  us  that  the  three  former  evangelists,  Matthew,  Mark,  and  Luke,  are  three  indepen- 
dent witnesses ;  as  for  St.  John,  indeed  there  are  reasons  to  suppose  he  was  acquainted  with, 
and  had  seen  the  other  gospels,  before  he  wrote  his.  The  smaller  differences  in  some  circum- 
stances of  little  or  no  moment,  are  so  far  from  rendering  the  whole  less  credible,  that  they  really 
add  strength  to  it,  by  preventing  all  suspicion  of  concert.  The  agreement  is,  upon  the  whole, 
so  great,  that  it  is  Irardly  possible  for  four  persons  to  write  a  history  of  so  many  considerable 
things:;  to  deliver  an  account  of  so  many  discourses,  parables  delivered  on  various  occasions,  so 
many  miracles,  so  many  precepts,  rules,  reflections,  as  the  history  of  our  Saviour  contains,  with  a 
greater  harmony  and  agreement  than  is  here  done,  unless  they  had  met  together,  or  corresponded 
together  for  the  performance  of  the  work ;  and  as  it  appears  from  the  difference  before  men- 
tioned, there  was  no  concert,  so  far  from  being  a  diminution,  they  are  a  confirmation  of  their 
truth  and  credibility.  The  design  and  tendency  of  the  apostles  preaching,  is  conformable  to 
the  doctiine  delivered  by  our  Saviour  in  bis  lifetime,  in  the  main:  he  did  not  indeed  address 
himself  to  Gentiles,  in  his  ordinary  preaching,  it  is  true.  When  he  sent  forth  the  twelve  in  his 
lifetime,  he  commanded  them,  saying,  "  Go  not  into  the  way  of  the  Gentiles :  and  into  any 
city  of  the  Samaritans  enter  ye  not:  but  go  rather  to  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel," 
Matt.  X.  5,  6;  whereas  the  apostles  did  after  his  ascension  preach  to  Gentiles  as  well  as  Jews,  and 
asserted  that  they  might  be  saved  as  well  as  the  Jews.  But  the  directions  he  gave  them  at  first, 
it  is  plain,  were  not  intended  to  be  always  binding.  He  gave  sufficient  hints  in  his  discourses 
of  this  event  in 'his  lifetime,  in  some  discourses,  made  in  the  hearing  of  the  Pharisees  and 
Scribes,  and  others,  as  far  as  he  thought  proper  at  that  time,  and  as  they  were  able  £o  bear  it: 
he  spoke  very  plainly  to  the  woman  of  Samaria,  when  he  told  her,  "  the  hour  cometh,  when  ye 
shall  neither  in  this  mountain,  nor  yet  at  Jerusalem,  worship  the  Father,"  John  iv.  21;  and  that 
the  true  worshippers  of  God,  who  serve  him  in  spirit  and  truth,  in  whatever  place  they  called 
upon  him,  woula  be  accepted  of  him ;  and  before  he  ascended  he  gave  them  orders  to  teach  all 
nations :  "  Go  ye  therefore  and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of*  the  Father,  and 
of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost,"  Matt  xxviii.  19- 

These  are  all  the  particulars  I  sdiall  produce  on  the  rntemal  credibility  of  this  gomel  history, 
the  marks  and  characters  of  truth  observable  in  the  books  of  the  New  Testament.  Tne  points  I 
have  mentioned  are,  1.  These  books  bear  the  names  of  particular  persons,  except  only  the 
epistle  to  the  Hebrews.  2.  They  are  written  in  a  language  and  style  suited  to  tne  character 
of  the  persons  whose  names  they  bear.  3.  Here  are  <;haracter8  and  notes  of  times,  as,  that  such 
a  thing  happened  when  Herod  was  king  of  Judea,  or  when  Pilate  was  governor.  4.  The  design 
of  this  history,  and  of  the  first  peaching  of  the  gospel,  has  nothing  in  it  that  should  tempt  men 
to  forgery  and  invention.  5.  We  find  here  a  just  and  natural  representation  of  matters,  with  all 
the  appearances  of  likelihood  and  probabili^.  6.  The  impartiality  of  this  history  is  another 
mark  of  its  truth:  many  things  are  jmentioned  to  appearance,  and  in  the  eye  of  the  world  disad- 
vantageous to  Christ:  many  tilings  to  appearance,  and  others  in  reality,  disadvantageous  to  the 
first  disciples,  and  first  publishers  of  the  gospel:  and  many  disorders  and  miscarriages  of  the  first 
converts  to  Christianity-  7-  The  remarkable  plainness  and  simplicity  of  the  narration.  8.  Here 
are  many  facts  and  circumstances  related  in  a  manner  that  they  might  easily  be  confuted  if  not 
true.  9.  Here  are  evident  marks  of  the  honesty  and  integrity  of  the  persons  engaged  in  the 
first  publishing  of  the  gospel,  who  were  the  witnesses  of  the  main  facts  here  related,  and  on 
which  the  truth  of  the  gospel  depends.  10.  Likewise  that  tliey  were  not  persons  of  enthusiastic 
principles^  IJ.  That  miracles  were  wrought,  and  extraordinary  gifts  conferred  upon  many 
persons,  appears  from  directions  given  in  letters  to  persons  supposed  to  have  themselves  seen 
these  works,  and  shared  in  these  benefits.  12.  It  appears  from  the  books  themselves,  that  here 
is  a  harmony  and  agreement  in  these  facts  between  divers  independent  witnesses,  who  did  not 
write  in  concert  and  correspondence  together. 

These  particulars  are  suflScient  for  the  making  out  this  argument,  and  to  satisfy  us  that  these 
writers  have  all  the  characters  of  truth  and  probability,  which  any  history  can  have.   Perhaps  no 
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history  befl(ides  has  them  all  in  so  eminent  agreement:  scarce  any  facts  whatsoever  are  so  well 
supported:  and  if  they  are  true,  we  have  the  highest  reason  to  rest  assured  our  religion  is  true» 
and  came  from  God. 

This  was  what  I  was  to  prove;  and  if,  in  prosecution  of  this  argument,  in  which  I  have 
made  numerous  references  to  passages  of  the  sacred  scriptures,  I  have  illustrated  any  passage  of 
scripture,  or  if  any  thing  that  has  been  here  said,  may  serve  to  raise  your  attention  to  the* 
writings  of  the  New  Testament,  or  to  direct  you  in  the  making  farther  remarks  in  the  course  of 
your  private  reading;  then  another  valuable  end  has  likewise  been  answered. 

And  shall  we  leave  this  religion ;  Christ,  who  has  the  words  of  eternal  life  ?  Shall  we 
exchange  the  certain  proofs  of  a  future  life,  for  the  uncertain  obscure  arguments  of  immortality 
in  Plato  and  Cicero  ?  - 


SERMON  VIL 

THE  MODERATION  OF  CHRISTIANS  TO  BE  KNOWN  TO  ALL  MEN. 
Let  yowr  moderation  be  kncmm  unto  aU  men. — Philip,  iv.  5. 

1  HIS  direction  being  near  the  end  of  St.  PauPs  epistles,  where  are  divers  exhortations  put  down 
witliout  any  very  nice  and  exact  connection  with  each  other ;  the  coherence  may  not  afibrd 
much  light  for  settling  the  precise  meaning. 

I  therefore  immediately  proceed  to  consider  the  meaning  of  the  word  moderation.  And  in 
the  next  place  (which  will  be  the  principal  subject  of  our  discourse)  I  would  show  what  is 
inplied  in  this  exhortation,  as  addressed  to  Christians,  tibat  their  «^  moderation  should  be  known 
onto  all  men/' 

I.  In  the  first  place  we  will  consider  what  is  the  meaning  of  the  word  «*  moderation.''  And 
though  the  coherence  alone  may  not  be  sufficient  to  determine  the  precise  meaning,  yet  it  i^  not 
fit  that  we  should  quite  overlook  it.  "  I  beseech  Euodias,  and  beseech  Syntyche,  that  they  bp- 
of  the  same  mind  m  the  Lord.  And  I  entreat  thee  also,  true  yoke-fellow,  help  those  women 
which  laboured  with  me  in  the  gospel,  with  Clement  also,  and  with  other  my  fellow-labourerst 
whose  names  are  in  the  book  of  life.  Rejoice  in  the  Lord  alway ;  and  a^n,  I  say.  Rejoice. 
I/Ct  your  moderation  be  known  unto  all  men;  Uie  Lord  is  at  hand:  be  careiul  for  nothing;  but 
m  every  thing  by  prayer  and  supplication,  with  thanksgiving,  let  your  requests  be  made  known 
unto  God." 

In  our  langus^,  the  word  «*  moderation"  may  denote  moderate  afiections  fiwr  worldly  things, 
and  contentedness  of  mind  with  a  small  portion  of  the  good  things  of  tlus  life,  and  satisfaction  in 
a  low  or  middling  station,  or  whatever  the  condition  be  which  we  are  in,  without  aspiring 
after  great  things. 

But  that  is  not  the  direct  intention  of  the  apostle  here.  And  there  are  some  other  places 
where  tiie  original  word  is  used,  which  will  lead  us  to  the  proper  meaning  of  it.,  Tertullus 
pleading  in  behalf  of  the  Jews  against  Paul,  entreats  the  attention  of  the  governor  in  tJiis  nmnner, 
as  in  our  translation :  "  I  pray  thee,  that  thou  wouldst  hear  us  of  thy  clemency,  a  few  words," 
Acts  xxiv.  4.  Where  the  original  word  for  <*  clemency"  is  the  same,  which  here  in  the  text  is 
Tendered  **  moderation: "  and  therefore  we  are  led  hereby  to  understand  mildness,  equity. 
Again:  «*  Now  I  Paul  beseech  you  by  the  meekness  and  gentleness  of  Christ,"  2  Cor.  x.  1. 

That  therefore  is  the  sense  in  which  we  are  to  take  the  word  in  this  place.  It  is  equivalent 
to  mildness,  equity,  gentleness:  and,  it  is  easy  to  be  perceived,  this  virtue  has  some  respect  to 
oflfences  and  injuries,  or  to  such  persons  and  things  as  are  some  way  offensive  and  provoking. 

IL  In  the  second  place  we  should  consider  what  is  implied  in  this  direction,  or  exhortation, 
as  given  to  Christians — *<  Let  your  moderation  be  known  unto  all  men." 

VOL.  V.  2  Q 
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They  will,  I  apprehend,  fulfil  and  obey  this  precept,  if  their  moderation,  that  is,  their  mild- 
ness, be  conspicuous,  eminent  and  remarkable. 

And  it  may  be  supposed  that  the  moderation,  or  the  mildness,  the  equity,  the  gentleness  of 
any  men  will  be  conq)icuous  and  well  known  in  the  world,  if  it  appear  in  their  conduct  toward 
many  persons,  upon  a  variety  of  occasions,  in  different  circumstances,  and  if  it  be  general  among 
them:  not  in  some  few  only,  but  in  many,  in  all,  or  most  of  them* 

1.  The  mildness  of  any  body  of  men,  or  of  Christians,  will  be  conspicuous  and  well  known, 
if  it  appear  in  their  conduct  toward  many  persons. 

Divers  particulars  do  here  offer  themselves  to  our  observation:  for  we  may  soon  perceive 
Mveral  branches  of  this  virtue  particularly  recommended  by  Paul  in  his  epistles. 

'  And  doubtless,  one  instance  of  mildness,  meekness  and  patience,  is  carrying  it  weU  toward 
those  that  differ  from  lis,  and  treat  us  as  enemies,  or  in  an  unkind  and  unfrienmy  manner.  As 
a  learned  interpreter  says,  the  apostle  here  considers  the  Philippians  as  in  a  state  of  persecution: 
to  which  state  gentleness  or  meekness  is  peculiarly  suited:  and  therefore  the  meaning  of  this  ex- 
hortation is,  *  However  you  suffer,  let  your  moderation  and  gentleness  be  conspicuous  to  all 
^  men,  and  particularly  to  those  at  whose  hands  you  suffer.'  Or,  as  another  writer  paraphraseth 
th^  text,  with  its  subse(]^uent  motive  tp  obedience :  *  Be  not  rigorous  in  insisting  upon  your 
'  utmost  right,  nor  impatient  in  suffering  wrong ;  but  let  your  temper  and  composure  of  mind 
^  be  manifest  to  all  sorts  of  people,  and  upon  all  occasions.  For  consider  that  tne  Judge  is  not 
'  &x  o£^  who  will  certainly  make  you  amends  for  all  your  condescensions,  and  reward  sll 
•  your  patience.* 

It  is  very  likely  that  this  is  one  thing  here  particularly  intended  by  St.  Piul,  and  indeed,  it 
is  what  must  tend  to  render  men's  mildness  well  known  and  conspicuous  in  the  world:  if  they 
behave  and  carrr  it  well  under  suffering  or  toward  those  who  are  injurious  to  them,  and  are  the 
instruments  of  their  sufferings :  when  they  forbear  opprobrious  and  abusive  language,  and  keep 
their  temper,  and  behave  decently  toward  all  men  suitably  to  their  several  characters;  whether 
magistrates,  and  others  of  superior  rank,  or  toward  those  of  mean  condition:  when  thtey  can 
express  good- will  toward  those  who  nersecute  them  for  innocent  opinions,  which  they  think  they 
^ave  ^omi  reason  to  believe  and  profess. 

If  men,  instead  of  allowing  themselves  the  liberty  of  reproachful  language,  and  loud  and 
clamourous  complaints  upon  such  occasions,  do  with  evident  tokens  of  sinceritjr  express  their 
good  will  toward  tliose  who  evil  entreat  tliem,  praying  that  they  may  be  convinced  of  their 
ipistake,  and  that  the  favours  of  Providence  may  be  poured  down  upon  them;  this  is  a  very* 
laudable  and  amiable  behaviour. 

Farther,  men's  moderation  will  be  eminent  and  conspicuous,  if  uhder  such  sufferings  they 
show  mildness  and  equity  toward  their  enemies  and  persecutors  of  all  sorts.  We  can  take  hard 
usuage  better  of  some  than  of  others.  The  same  treatment  is  more  offensive  and  provoking  in  one 
man  than  in  another.  It  might  be  more  grievous  and  afflictive  to  the  Christians  in  the  time  of 
^e  apostles,  to  suffer  persecution  from  the  Jews  than  from  the  Gentiles.  With  the  former  they 
agreed  in  many  points.  They  worshipped  the  same  God.  They  received  their  ancient  scrip* 
tures;  and  believed  in  him  whom  their  prophets  foretold:  whilst  the  Gentiles  knew  not  God : 
and  the  gods  they  worshipped  were  esteemed  by  the  Christians  as  well  as  the  Jews  to  be  no  gods, 
but  idols  and  vanities;  and  one  great  de^gn  of  their  religicm  was,  to  detect  the  falsehooa  and 
absurdity  of  all  idolatrous  worship,  and  overthrow  it. 

It  may  be  also  more  grievous  and  offensive  to  be  persecuted  by  former  friends,  and  the 
members  of  our  own  family.  And  to  be  mild  and  patient  under  injuries  from  them,  will  show 
great  moderation. 

Another  branch  of  moderation  toward  such  as  differ  from  us  is,  mildness  and  gentleness  in 
all  debates  and  arguments  for  the  truth  of  our  religion:  which  we  find  recommended  in  the 
writings  of  Christ's  apostles.  Says  St.  Peter :  *«  But  sanctify  the  Lwd  God  in  your  hearts,  and 
be  re^dy  always  to  give  an  answer  to  every  man  that  asketh  you  a  reason  of  the  hope  tha^  is  in 
you,  with  meekness  and  fear,'*  1  Ep.  iii.  15.  That  direction  seems  to  be  addressed  to  Christians 
in  general.  .  St.  Paul,  speaking  more  especially  of  those  who  are  in  the  ministerial  office,  says  : 
<*  And  the  servant  of  the  Lord  must  not  strive,  but  be  gentle  unto  all  men,  apt  to  teach,  patient, 
in  meekness  instructing  those  that  oppose  themselves,  if  God  peradventure  will  give  them  re- 
pentance to  the  acknowledgment  of  the  truth,'*  2  Tim.  ii.  24,  25. 
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Whether  it  be  anjr  just  ground  of  offence,  that  others  differ  from  us  or  not ;  yet  men  are 
apt  too  often  to  take  it  amiss,  that  others  differ  from  them,  and  yield  not  to  the  force  of  those 
arguments,  which  convince  and  satisfyr  themselves.  It  is  therefore  a  branch  of  mildness,  and 
%ery  laudable,  to  bear  patiently  with  those  who  differ  from  us  in  point  of  religion,  and  calmly  to 
propose  our  best  arguments;  and  be  willing  to  renew  those  methods  of  conviction  which  hi^ 
therto  have  been  ineffectual. 

Moreover,  knowledge,  or  the  opinion  of  it,  pufieth  up.  The  bare  knowledge  of  some  truths, 
which  others  are  ignorant  of,  is  made  the  ground  of  a  haughty  and  insolent  behaviour.  The 
Jewish  people  scorned  subjection  to  heathen  magistrates ;  and  there  was  danger  that  Christians 
would  follow  their  example.  Some  Christian  servants  were  ready  to  despise  their  heathen  mas^ 
ters :  which  is  the  reason  of  divers  exhortations  in  the  apostolical  epistles.  **  Puttheip  in  mind 
to  be  subject  to  principalities  and  powers,  to  obey  magistrates,  to  be  ready  to  every  good  work : 
to  speak  evil  of  no  man,  to  be  gentle,  showing  all  meekness  imto  all  men.  For  we  ourselves 
also  were  sometimes  foolish,  disobedient,"  Titus  iii.  1—3.  "  Servants,  obey  in  all  things  your 
masters,  according  to  the  flesh,"  Col.  iii.  22.  «  Servants,  be  obedient  unto  them  which  are  youlr 
masters,  according  to  the  flesh,  with  fear  and  trembling,  in  singleness  of  heart,  as  unto  Christ," 
Eph.  vi.  5. 

It  is  also  a  part  of  gentleness  to  do  good  to  all  men  in  distress,  whether  agreeing  in  senti-r 
ment  with  us,  or  not :  considering  them  as  sharers  with  us  in  the  same  human  nature,  though 
th^  do  not  partake  in  the  same  spiritual  privileges  with  ourselves.  As  St.  Paul's  directions  are : 
**  And  let  us  not  be'weary  in  well-doing :  for  in  due  season  we  shall  reap,  if  we  faint  not.  As 
we  have  therefore  opportunity,  let  us  do  good  unto  all  men ;  especially  unto  them  who  are  of 
the  household  of  faith,"  Gal.  vi.  9,  10. 

This  is  one  branch  of  moderation,  ejjuity  and  mildness  j  to  carry  it  well  toward  enemies,  and 
those  who  are  of  other  sentiments  in  things  of  a  religious  nature,  and  do  good  to  them  if  they 
aure  in  any  respect  indigent  and  necessitous. 

There  are  other  branches  of  moderation  and.  equity  relating  to  those  who  are  of  the  same 
religion  with  us:  who  believe  in  one  God,  as  we  do,  and  are  servants  and  followers  of  otie  Lord^ 
even  Jesus  Christ.  ^*  Give  no  ofience,  neither  to  the  Jews,  nor  to  tihe  Gentiles,  nor  to  the 
church  of  God,**  1  Cor.  x.  32. 

The  equity  and  moderation  to  be  practised  by  the  strong  and  weak  Christians,  one  toward 
another,  is  a  point  largely  and  particularly  treated  by  the  apostle  in  tlie  fourteenth  and  flfte^th 
to  the  Romans,  and  in  some  chapters  of  his  epistles  to  the  Corinthians.  "  Him  that  is  weak 
in  the  faith  receive  you,  but  not  to  doubtful  disputations.  For  one  believeth  that  he  may  eat  all 
things :  another  who  is  weak  eateth  herbs.  Let  not  him  that  eateth  despise  him  that  eateth  not ; 
and  let  not  him  which  eateth  not  judge  him  that  eateth,"  Rom.  xiv.  1 — 3.  This  is  mildness,  this 
i^  moderation  in  matters  of  small  moment. 

There  is  another  branch  of  mildness  recommended  by  St.  Paul,  to  be  practised  upon  occasion 
of  some  falls,  or  actions  plainly  contrary  to  the  Christian  doctrine  and  profession.  Such  persons, 
if  th^  are  not  hardened,  are  to  be  treated  with  gentleness.  "  Brethren,  if  a  man  be  overtaken 
inarault,  ye  which  are  spiritual,  restore  such  an  one  in  the  spirit  of  meekness  ^  considering 
thyself,  lest  thou  also  be  tempted,"  Gal.  vi.  1.  "If  any  man  obey  not  our  word  by  this  epistle, 
note  that  man,  and  have  no  company  with  him,  that  he  may  be  ashamed — ^Yet  count  liim  not 
as  an  enemy,  but  admonish  him  as  a  brother,"  2  ITiess.  iii.  14,  15. 

And  the  Corinthians,  who  had  offended  so  greatly,  the  apostle  directs  to  be  received  and 
comforted  upon  repentance.  "  SuflScient  to  such  a  man  is  this  punishment,  which  w^s  inflicted 
of  many.  So  that  ye  ought  rather  to  foi^ve  him,  and  comfort  him,  lest  such  an  one  should  be 
swallqwed  up  with  over-much  sorrow."  2  Cor.  iL  6,  7. 

There  is  a  mildness  to  be  shdwn  to  our  brethren  from  whom  we  received  some  injuries,^  or 
who  are  defective  in  some  regards  due  to  us.  ^*  Forbearing  one  another,  and  forgiving  one 
another-,  if  any  man  have  a  quarrel  against  any.  Even  as  Christ  foi^ve  you,  so  do  ye," 
CoL  iii.  13. 

And  to  the  Corintliians  St.  Paul  writes  in  this  manner:  «^  Is  it  so,  that  there  is  not  a  wise 
;nan  among  you,  no  not  one  that  shall  be  able  to  judge  between  his  brethren  ?  For  brother 
goeth  to  la\v  with  brother,  and  that  before  the  unbelievers.  Now  therefore  there  is  utterly  a 
ikult  among  you,  because  ye  go  to  law  oae  with  another.    Why  do  ye  not  rather  take  wrong? 


Digitized  by 


Google 


300  .  Posthumous  Sermons. 

Why  do  ye  not  rather  suffer  yourselves  to  be  defrauded?*'  1  Ep.  vi,  5— ?•  Such  instances  as 
these  there  are  of  moderation  and  mildness  toward  one  another,  or  our  Christian  friends  and 
brethren. 

Carr3^'n^  it  well  toward  each  other,  notwithstanding  a  different  sentiment  and  practice  in 
matters  of  lesser  moment : 

In  case  of  falls,  or  transgressions  against  plain  precepts  of  the  gospel,  and  the  just  rules  of 
all  true  religion ;  receiving  such  upon  repentance : 

Reproving  and  admonishing  those  who  offend,  in  some  instances  with  mildness  : 

Gentleness  toward  those  who  offend,  or  are  defective  in  their  behaviour  toward  us  : 

And  submitting  to  some  loss  and  damage,  if  it  be  of  no  great  consequence ;  without  occa* 
sioning  a  ereat  deal  of  disturbance  about  small  matters. 

And  that  is  one  thing  included  in  this  direction:  moderation  toward  many  persona;  and 
persons  of  different  characters  and  relations  to  us :  those  who  are  not  of  the  same  religion,  and 
on  that  account  are,  in  some  respect,  our  enemies,  and  averse  to  us :  and  to  those  who  are  of 
the  same  religious  sentiments  in  the  main. 

9.  Another  thin^  included  in  this  direction  may  be,  practising  moderation  upon  a  great  va- 
riety of  occasions.  Indeed  this  has  been  already  shown  under  the  former  particular}  for  I  have 
mentioned  various  instances  of  mildness,  both  toward  unbelievers  and  to  believers. 

But  all  occasions  for  the  practising  of  equity  can  scarce  be  enumerated ;  however,  a  man  cif 
a  mild  and  equitable  principle  will  be  ready  to  show  it,  when  the  circumstances  of  things  require 
it :  he  will  be  slow  to  wrath,  backward  to  judge  and  censure :  he  will  remember  the  Lord's  com* 
imand ;  *<  Judge  not,  that  ye  be  not  judged  :'*  and  St.  Paul^  direction ;  ^  Judge  nothing  before 
the  time :"  he  will  not  be  over-ready  to  receive  charges  against  any,  or  credit  disadvantageous 
reports  and  surmises.  Equitable  persons  have  also  a  re^ct  to  the  stations  and  characters  of 
men,  agreeably  to  that  direction  of  St.  Paul  to  Timothy,  **  Against  an  elder  receive  not  an  ac» 
cusation  but  before  two  or  three  witnesses,*'  1  Ep.  v.  19«  This  is  another  thing  included  in  thia 
direction :  Let  your  moderation  be  known  unto  all  men,  show  it,  and  practise  it  upon  many 
occasions. 

3.  Show  moderation  in  every  circumstance,  not  only  when  you  are  in  adversity  and  affliction,, 
but  also  when  you  are  in  prosperity  and  honour;  not  only  when  you  are  few  in  number,  and 
weak  in  comparison  of  otners  who  differ  from  you,  but  when  you  are  in  power  and  are  the  most 
in  number.  If  in  change  of  circumstances  you  are  not  changed,  nor  your  outleard  conduct 
altered,  it  will  appear,  uiat  your  minds  are  governed  by  some  rearonable  principle  of  action: 
but  if  men  who  were  once,  to  appearance,  meek  and  quiet  under  afflictions,  become  arrogant 
and  imposing,  upon  their  beii^  exalted,  their  former  submission  and  peaceableness  will  be  im- 
puted to  fear  and  an  abject  mind,  not  unto  mildness  of  temper,  or  a  serious  regard  to  the  rule 
of  right 

And  as  change  of  circumstances  for  the  better  is  very  apt  to  aflfect  men^s  minds,  good  men 
need  directions  and  cautions  in  such  a  case.  The  gentiles  who  received  the  word  of  the  gospel 
from  the  apostles  of  Christ,  were  doubtless  at  first  much  pleased  with  the  kind  regard  shown  them, 
and  thankful  for  the  privileges  vouchsafed  them  :  but  yet,  when  their  numbers  increased,  and 
their  freedom  from  the  law  of  Moses  was  better  established,  they  soon  began  to  show  some  tokens 
of  scorn  and  disdain  that  were  not  becoming.  St.  Paul  perceived  it,though  himself  the  apostle  of 
the  gentiles,  and  the  great  patron  of  their  liberty ;  and  therefore  inserted  that  argument  in  the 
epistle  to  the  Romans :  **  ^d  if  some  of  the  branches  be  broken  off,  and  thou  a  wild  olive  wert 
grafted  in  among  them,-— boast  not  against  the  branches ;  but  if  thou  boast,  thou  bearest  not  the 
root,  but  the  root  thee. — Be  not  high-minded,  but  fear,**  Rom.  xi.  17, 18,  SO. 

4.  The  moderation  or  mildness  of  Christians,  or  any  other  people,  wUl  be  conspicuous  and 
known  to  all  men,  when  it  is  a  prevailing  temper,  and  is  general  among  them,  in  men  of  every 
relation,  and  eveir  condition. 

When  they  who  teach  the  principles  of  religion,  strive  not  to  act  with  a  high  hand,  and  ad- 
vance their  authority,  but  recommend  and  enforce  their  doctrine  and  their  admonitions  by  rea- 
sons and  arguments,  and  renew  and  repeat  their  instructions  for  the  sake  of  those  who  are  not 
so  tractable,  or  so  acute  and  ready  as  others :  labour,  both  in  season  and  out  of  season  ;  behare 
not  as  lords  of  other  men's  faith,  but  helpers  of  their  joy,  and  tiieir  servants  for  Christ's  sake, 
to  assist  their  proficiency  in  knowledge  and  virtue;  and  as  St. Beter^s  expressions  are,  ^  ra>l  as 
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lords  over  God's  heritage,  but  being  examples  to  the  flock,"  1  Ep.  v.  3 ;  and  Mrhen  tliey  who  are 
instnicted  and  taught,  sufier  the  word  of  exhortation,  considering  that  they  who  act  faithfully 
in  their  office  of  teaching  others,  "  Watch  over  their  souls,  as  they  that  must  give  account  :** 
and  are  desirous  "  that  they  may  do  it  with  joy,  and  not  with  grief,"  Heb.  xiii.  I7 ;  for  that 
would  not  be  profitable  for  any. 

And  St.  Paul  directs  the  Corinthians  with  regard  to  Timothy,  though  young  and  unexpe- 
rienced«  or  not  equally  experienced  with  some  of  greater  age  :  ^*  See  that  he  may  be  with  you 
without  fear :  for  he  worketh  the  work  of  the  Lord,  as  I  also  do :  let  no  man  therefore  despise 
him,"  1  Cor.-  xvi.  10.  It  may  be  a  branch  of  eauity  to  esteem  some  men  "  highly  in  love  for 
their  works  sake,"  1  Thess.  v,  13,  without  indulging  too  nice  a  taste,  and  censorious  critical 
-remarks  upon  every  performance. 

In  like  manner  with  re^rd  to  some  private  relations :  it  will  tend  to  render  men's  moderation 
and  mildness  conspicuous  m  the  world,  when  it  is  generally  practised  among  them  :  when  pa- 
rents endeavour  to  bring  up  their  children  <<  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord,  without 
provokingpthem  to  wrath,"  £p.  vi.  4 ;  and  when  children  cheerfully  acknowledge  the  just  au- 
thority of  parents,  and  obey  them  in  all  tMngs,  so  far  as  can  be  done  with  a  good  conscience : 
and  when  others,  intrusted  with  the  education  and  care  of  inspecting  young  persons,  break  not 
their  tender  spirits  by  unreasonable  harshness  and  severity,  but  excite  and  encourage  tliem  b^ 
reason,  good  words,  and  kind  usage :  and  they  of  younger  years  show  themselvea^me  indi* 
cation  of  their  being  sensible  a  regard  and  respect  is"^  due  to  those  who  instil  knowledge  into 
their  minds^  and  appear  to  be  concerned  to  lay  the  foundation  of  their  future  welfare  and  pros* 
perity  in  soul  and  body. 

When  masters  give  unto  their  servants  that  which  is  just  and  equals  forbear  threat«iing ; 
aoid  when  servants  answer  not  again,  and  are  faithful  and  diligent  in  the  service,  not  onl^  of 
those  masters  who  are  exceeding  good  and  tender,  but  even  of  those  likewise  who  at  some  times 
are  froward  and  severe. 

When,  finally,  men  of  eve^  condition,  high  and  low,  those  who  have  fewet  advantages  <^ 
reading  and  observation,  as  weu  as  otheia  learned,  knowing,  and  acquainted  witli  the  world ; 
when  even  these  also  join  in  approving  moderation  and  equity,  and  can  say  something  in  favour 
of  the  several  branches  of  moderation  before-mentioned^  with  re^rd  to  n^n  of  di£krent  seatj* 
ments,  or  to  those  who  Ml  and  otknd,  or  are  injurious  in  some  mstances ;  a^  that  there  is  be* 
tween  all  men  a  parity  or  equality  of  nature :  that  we  are  all  weak  and  fallible :  that  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord  bid  us  not  to  jud^e,  lest  we  be  jiulged  :  that  our  Lord  graeiously  received  Peter  and 
the  other  apostles,  though  in  the  time  d£  his  great  temptation  they  were  o£Eended  in  him :  that 
the  Christian  religion  was  at  first  propounded  and  spread  in  the  world,  upoiithe  ground  of  reason 
and  evidence,  without  human  power  and  authority :  and  that  they  apprehend  the  setting  before 
men  the  evidences  of  its  truth,  which  appf^r  in  tpe  New  Testament,  will  be  the  most  efiectual 
way  to  advance  the  true  interest  of  rengion.  That  Christ  said,  ^  his  kingdom  is  not  of  this 
world :''  and  that  he  bid  his  disciples  to  consider  themselves  as  brethren^  and  not  to  exalt  them* 
selvea  one  above  another :  that  in  the  New  Testament  men  are  directed  to  try  or  prove  all 
things,  which  must  suppose  a  right  to  judge  upon  evidence,  as  things  appear  to  men,  after 
serious  and  impartial  examination  and  consideration. 

These  are  particulars  by  which  the  moderation  of  anjr  sect,  or  body  of  men  will  become  con- 
spicuouSi  and  known  to  all  men :  when  they  show  nfoderation  and  equity  to  many  persons,  upon 
various  occasions^  in  different  circumstances,  and  when  ft  i»  a  prevailing  general  virtue  among 
them. 

Let  me  add  a  few  remarks^ 

1.  Christians  have  the  most  forcible  arguments  and  inducements^  and  the  best  assistances 
of  an^r  men,  for  the  practice  of  moderation,  mildness  and  equity..  Forasmuch  as  they  have  had 
experience  of  the  mercies  of  God,  and  Christ  Jesus,  in  forgiving  them,  and  showing  toward 
them  great  mildness,  tenderness  and  eauity :  thev  have  also  been  taught  to  love  one  another^ 
and  all  men,  so  as  no  other  men  have  oeen  taught :  and  the  principles  of  love  will  mightily  dis« 
pose  to  mildness  and  gentleness;  &r  <<  love  sumreth  long,  and  is  kmd  ^  it  is  not  easily  provoked, 
IS  not  pufled  up ;  it  beareth  all  things ;  b^eveth  all  things ;  hopeth  all  things,"  1  Cor.  xiii^ 
jnoreover,  they  know  and  expect  the  righteous  judgment  of  God,  "  who  will  render  to  every 
one  according  to  his  work.'^    The  Lord  is  at  hand»  and  will  do  right  to  those  who  are  injured : 
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and  the  virtue  of  those  tvho  suffer  patiently,  and  endure  according  to  the  will  of  &od»  shall  bfe 
fully  rewarded.  The  osberving  the  rule  immediately  preceding  this  text,  will  be  of  use  here: 
<<  Rejoice  in  the  Lord  always }  and  again  I  say,  Rejoice/'  If  men  are  well  pleased  with  them«> 
selves,  and  are  easy  in  their  own  minds,  and  have  cause  to  rejoice  in  God,  as  their  defence  and 
portion,  few  things  can  happen  that  will  transport  them  beyond  the  bounds  of  moderation  and 
equity. 

2.  The  practice  of  mildness  and  moderation  does  not  imply  an  approbation  of  any  thing  that 
is  evil,  any  more  than  the  long-suffering  and  foii>earance  which  God  exercises  toward  sinner^ 
oi]^ht  to  be  understood  to  countenance,  and  be  an  approbation  of  their  evil  ways.  But  this  is  a 
^tate  of  trial,  not  of  judgment  or  retribution :  and  as  the  divine  lon^-suffering  is  designed  to  affi>rd 
men  an  opportunity,  and  to  lead  them  to  repentance,  so  the  mildness  practised  by  men  one  to- 
ward another,  will  conduce  to  the  peace  of  society,  the  present  welfare  of  particular  persons, 
and  will  be  an  excellent  means  of  reclaiming  men  from  errors,  both  in  judgment  and  practice. 

5.  We  may  hence  infer,  that  moderation  will  be  for  the  honour,  interest,  and  advantage  of 
the  Christian  religion.  I  sav,  that  from  this  direction  of  the  apostle,  we  may  reasonably  con^ 
elude,  that  mildness,  or  moderation,  or  equihr  among  Christians,  will  be  to  the  honour  of  thdr 
religion;  otherwise,  certainly  the  apostle  had  not  directed  Christians  to  let  their  **  moderation 
be  known  to  all  men/'  Some  might  possibly  be  apt  to  think  that  rigour,  harshness,  severity, 
might  be  more  useful  than  moderation  and  mildness.  But  since,  as  before  observed,  mildness 
toward  men  is  not  an  approbation  of  any  thing  that  is  wrong :  and  men  may  be  difierentlj^  treated 
according  to  their  different  conduct ;  [they  who  are  unruly  are  to  be  warned  j  and  still  some 
may  be  reproved  with  authority]  moderation  or  mildness,  in  the  several  instances  above-named, 
will  not  be  hurtful,  but  advantageous! 

If  any  men,  any  societies  or  bodies  of  men,  are  remarkable  for  mildness  and  moderation  to- 
wards one  another,  and  other  men,  it  will  conduce  to  their  honour  and  interest  j  others  will  be 
invited  and  induced  to  join  themselves  to  them,  and  take  upon  themselves  the  observation  of  the 
mild  rules  of  virtue  taught  by  them,  joined  with  much  meekness,  moderation,  and  forbearance 
toward  those  unruly,  disobedient,  and  misled  upon  many  occasions. 

And  indeed,  we  may  be  assured,  that  moderation  or  mildness  is  a  great  virtue,  it  being  often 
commanded  and  enforced  under  many  other  words  in  the  writings  of  the  apostles,  besides  those 
which  have  been  quoted  in  the  several  parts  of  this  discourse.  "  For  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is 
love,  joy,  peace,  long-suffering,  gentleness,  goodness,  meekness,"  Gal.  v.  «2.  And  St.  James 
sajrs,  «  The  wisdom  that  is  from  above,  is  first  pure,  then  peaceable,  gentle,  and  easy  to  be  en.* 
treated,  full  of  mercy  and  good  fruits,  without  partiality,  and  without  hypocrisy,''  James  iiu  17* 


SERMON   VIII. 

ON  KEEPING  THE  HEART. 
Keep  thy  Iieart  mth  all  diligence :  for  out  of  it  are  the  issues  qfli/e.    Prpv.  iv.  23. 

1  HE  aphorisms  and  maxims,  counsels  and  directions  of  this  book  of  Proverbs,  are  oftentimes 
put  down,  without  any  dependence  on  each  other,  or  paiticular  regard  to  the  order  of  thing?  : 
in  this  chapter  there  is  a  connection  ;  and  the  precepts  here  delivered,  recommend  themselves 
to  our  attention  and  regard,  not  only  by  their  internal  worth,  and  real  usefulness,  but  also  b^ 
the  order  in  which  they  are  placed,  and  the  full  and  copious  manner  in  which  the  argument  is 
treated. 

To  observe  only  the  latter  part  of  the  chapter,  from  ver.  20  to  the  end.  Erst,  there  is  a 
very  earnest  and  affectionate  call  to  men,  especially  the  younger,  carefully  to  attend  to,  and 
keep  the  advices  delivered,  assuring  them  that  the^  are  things  of  the  greatest  use  aiwi  import*' 
ance  j  which  earnestly  proceeds  from  a  full  persuasion  of  the  truth  and  worth  of  the  thipgs  saicfe 
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an  apprehension  that  those  to  whom  they  are  offered  are  too  apt  to  neglect  them,  or  too  liable 
to  be  misled  after  all ;  and  from  an  ardent  desire  of  the  welfare  of  those  who  are  addressed  to. 
f«  My  son,  attend  to  my  words,  incline  thine  ear  unto  my  sayings.  Let  them  not  depart  from 
thine  eyes  :  keep  them  in  the  midst  of  thine  heart ;  for  they  are  life  utito  those  that  find  them, 
and  healtli  to  all  their  flesh,**  ver.  20 — 22.  As  if  he  said,  *  I  must  again  once  more  repeat  my 
«  request,  that  you  will  take  heed  to  my  aflvice,  and  seriously  consider  these  exhortations  which 
«  proceed  from  a  sincere  affection  for  your  welfare.    Penise  them  over  and  over,  keep  them  per- 

*  petually  in  mind,  and  lay  them  up  in  your  memory  as  a  precious  treasure.     For  they  will  con- 

*  tribute  greatly  to  the  happiness  of  all  who  become  thoroughly  acquainted  with  them :  they  will 
'  be  of  use  to  men  of  every  temper,  and  in  every  condition ;  and  prove  an  admirable  support 

<  under  troubles  and  afflictions." 

Then  follows  a  methodical  monition,  consisting  of  several  parts ;  first,  directing  the  govern- 
ment of  the  heart,  or  the  mind»  and  its  powers  j  then  the  lips  and  eyes,  and  the  feet. 

Ver.  23.  "  Keep  thy  heart  with  ^11  diligence :  for  out  of  it  are  the  issues  of  life."  That 
is,  the  counsels  I  give  you  are  such  as  these :  in  the  first  place,  and  above  all  things,  set  a  strict 
guard  upon  your  thoughts  and  affections,  and  all  the  inward  motions  of  your  soul ;  for  the  good 
or  bad  conduct  of  life  depends  very  much  upon  this,  and  consequently  your  weli&re  or  misery,, 
here  ^nd  her^tften 

Ver.  24.  "  Put  away  from  thee  a  froward  mouth :  and  perveiise  lips  put  far  from  thee.*^ 
Avoid  sinful  words,  and  be  upon  your  guard  not  to  transgress  with  your  lips  :  for  as  some  inter- 
preters** suppose,  here  is  a  twofold  admonition ;  not  to  sin  with  the  tongue  ourselves,  nor  to  hearken 
to  the  evil  speeches  of  others.     *  Set  a  watch  upon  thy  ears,  and  upon  thy  mouth  ;  nor  speak 

*  things  contrary  to  truth,  righteousness,  or, religion ;  not  listening  to  those  that  do,  but  banishing: 

<  such  as  far  as  possible,  from  all  friendship  and  familiarity.* 

Ver.  25.  "Let  thine  eyes  look  rig^ht  on  :  and  let  thme  eyelids  look  straight  before  thee.. 
That  is,  as  some  paraphrase  and  explain  these  words  :^  ^  Direct  all  thine  actions  by  a  good  in- 
tention to  a  right  end,  and  keep  thy  mind  fixed  upon  the  way  that  leads  to  it^*     Or,  as  others,  * 

<  The  eyes  also  are  dangerous  inlets  to  the  heart :  therefore  watch  them  well,  that  they  do  not 
«  gaze  about,  and  fasten  upon  every  object  that  invites  them :  but  let  them  be  fixed  upon  one 
^  scope,  as  thy  thoughts  ought  to  be,  and  from  which  let  nothing  divert  them.* 

Ver.  26.  "  Ponder  the  path  of  thy  feet,  and  let  all  thy  ways  be  established^'*  Act  not  without 
thought  and  consideration;  but  weigh  and  consider  well  beforehand,  espetially  in  things  of  any 
moment,  or  that  are  liable  to  doubt  and  su«picion»  whether  they  are  agreeable  to  the  rule  of 
right ;  then  thy  works  and  actions  will  be  such  as  will  bear  to  be  canvassed  and  examined  :  you 
will  be  able  to  reflect  upon  them  with  pleasure  afterwards,  and  they  will  also  be  approved  by 
others  that  are  wise  ana  virtuous. 

Ver.  «7.  ♦*  Turn  not  to  the  right  hand,  nor  to  the  left :  remove  thy  foot  from  evil  t'*  hereby 
many  understand  to  be  meant :  *  Flee  extremes :  avoid  superstition  on  the  one  hand,  and  neg- 

*  lect  of  rdigion  on  the  other  :*  but  it  seema  to  me  that  the  direction  may  be  as  well  undeistood 
to  contain  an  admonition  to  steadiness  in  religion  and  virtue :  <  And  do  not  suffer  yourselves  to 
'  be  drawn  aside  from  the  path  of  virtue^  or  to  divert  at  all  upon  any  consideration  from  the 

*  straight  line  of  duty  :  let  no  consideration  whatever,  neither  enticements  of  friends,  or  provo- 
«  cations  of  enemies,  prosperous  or  cross  events^  move  you  to  depart  at  all  from  the  way  of  your 

*  duty }  and  most  studiously  preserve  yourselves  from  cbing  any  kind  of  iniquity/ 

So  is  this  context. 

Our  design  at  present  is,  to  consider  the  leading  direction  in  this  exhortation,  <<  Keep  tliy 
heart  with  aU  diligence ;  for  out  of  it  are  the  issues  of  Ufe.**  And  I  shall  speak  briefly  to  the 
several  particulars  in  the  text.. 

I  shall  consider, 

I.  What  is  meant  by  the  heart. 

II.  What  we  are  to  understand  by  keeping  it. 

III.  The  manner  in  which  the  heart  ought  to  be  kept :  «^witb  all  dHigence.'*^ 

IV.  The  argument  and  reason  why  we  ought  so  to  keep  the  heart ;  '^  out  of  it  are  the  issues 
of  life.** 


«  See  Patrlclu    -  ^  PairicJu  ^  Pook  ^  Patriclt. 
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To  wklch  I  shall  add : 

V.  A  reflection  or  two  by  way  of  application. 

I.  We  should  briefly  observe  what  is  meant  by  the  heart.  But  it  is  needless  to  enlarge  here, 
or  to  take  notice  of  the  several  more  particular  senses  and  acceptations  of  the  word  in  scripture  y 
where  it  may  sometimes  denote  the  understanding  more  especially ;  as  when  it  is  said,  «*  their ^ 
foolish  heart  was  darkened,"  Rom.  i.  21,  or  the  "  memory  ;*'  as  when  the  Psalmist  says,  **Thy 
word  have  1  hid  in  mine  heart,"  Ps.  cxix.  11,  or  the  conscience;  **  If  our  heart  condemn  us, 
God  is  greater  than  our  heart,  and  knoweth  all  things,*'  1  John  iii.  20.  But  the  more  common 
and  general  sense  of  the  word  is,  the  *'  mind,''  the  <<  soul ;"  and  so  these  texts  just  mentioned 
are  also  understood. 

I  suppose  then  that  here,  as  very  frequently  in  the  metaphorical  style  of  scripture,  the 
"  heart"  is  put  for  the  "  soul,"  or  the  "  inward  man,"  the  soul  and  its  feculties :  or,  the  **  mind," 
together  with  all  its  powers  and  faculties,  and  their  several  operations  ;  or  the  thoughts,  afiections, 
intentions  and  designs  of  man. 

II.  Tlie  second  thing  to  be  considered  is,  what  we  are  to  understand  by  "  keeping  the 
heart."  And  this  expression  is  supposed  by  many  to  be  metaphorical :  keep  thy  heart,  as,  a 
temple,  say  some,  pure  and  undemed.  Or,  keep  thy  heart,  say  others,  as  a  garrison :  th^  soul 
being,  as  it  were,  besieged  by  many  enemies.  Some  also  carry  on  the  metaphor  in  the  other 
directions  that  follow,  relating  to  tlie  mouth,  the  eyes,  the  feet;  and  they  say,  <  As  they  that 
^  defend  a  city,  set  a  strong  guard  at  the  gates  and  posterns;  so  do  you  upon  your  ears,  and 

^  mouth,  and  eyes.'  But  I  apprehend,  we  are  not  obliged  to  attend  to  such  a  metaphor  here. 
Tlie  word  *^  keeping"  seems  to  denote  all  that  can  be  meant  by  a  due  care  of  the  mind,  and  its 
actions  or  thoughts :  **  keep  thy  heart ;"  observe  it,  cultivate  and  improve  it ;  watch  it,  and 
attend  to  all  its  motions ;  guard  against  every  evil  thought,  as  well  as  against  evil  actions :  and 
employ  and  exercise  the  mmd  well. 

This  I  take  to  be  the  general  meaning  and  design  of  the  expression,  "  keep  thy  heart."  Let 
me  mention  some  particulars,  as  contained  and  implied  herein. 

1.  Keep,  or  take  care  of  thy  heart :  that  is,  that  you  cultivate  and  improve  it,  and  that  you 
have  right  sentiments  of  things.  It  is  an  observation  of  the  s^me  wise  man,  whose  words  we 
are  commenting,  **  That  the  soul  be  without  knowledge,  it  is  not  good,"  Prov.  xix.  2.  TTiereis  a- 
woe  pronounced  against  those  "  that  call  evil  good,  and  good  evil :  that  put  darkness  for  light, 
and  light  for  darkness  t  that  put  bitter  for  sweet,  and  sweet  for  bitter,"  Isai.  v.  20.  It  is  one 
great  and  main  design  of  the  teachings  and  instructions  of  the  prophets  and  the  wise  men  under 
Xhe  Old  Testament,  to  give  them  right  sentiments  concerning  religion :  to  help  them  to  know 
and  understand  what  is  good  and  what  is  evil,  and  what  God  most  approves  of,  and  delights  in  : 
that  though  he  had  enjoined  for  wise  reasons,  upon  the  people  unaer  his  special  care  at  that 
time,  numerous  external  washings,  purifications,  and  various  sacrifices  and  offerings  at  the  temple; 
tliat,  nevertheless,  truth  and  righteousness  in  their  dealings  with  one  another,  and  a  serious 
awful  apprehension  of  the  Divine  Majesty,  the  former  of  aU  things,  and  sentiments  of  love  and 
gratitude  to  him  for  all  his  benefits,  were  the  most  valuable  parts  and  branches,  and  acts  of 
religion.  *<  He  hath  shewed  thee,  O  man,  what  is  good:  and  what  doth  the  Lord  require  of 
thee,  but  to  do  justly,  and  to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly  with  thy  God?"  Mich.  vi.  8. 
"  For  I  desired  mercy,  and  not  sacrifice ;  and  the  knowledge  of  God,  more  than  butrnt  offerinffs," 
Hosea  vi.  6.  And  there  are  Tcry  frequent  and  earnest  exhortations  to  seek  religious  knowledge : 
there  are  many  such  in  this  book  of  Proverbs.  **  Bow  down  thine  ear,  and  hear  the  words  of 
the  wise ;  and  apply  thine  heart  unto  my  knowledge,"  ch.  xxii.  IJ.  "  That  thy  trust  may  be 
in  the  Lord,  I  have  made  known  unto  thee  this  day,  even  unto  thee*  Have  not  I  written  unto 
thee  excellent  things  in  counsel  and  knowledge  ?  that  I  might  mak^  thee  know  the  certainty  of 
the  words  of  truth  :  that  thou  mightest  answer  the  words  of  truth,  to  them  tliat  send  unto  theej?** 
ver.  X9— 21.  This  knowledge  is  excellent  and  useful :  to  know  the  differences  of  things :  what 
God  mostappioves  of:  to  have  right  apprehensions  of  the  greatness,  goodness,  truth,  and  feith* 
fulness,  and  purity  of  God.  That  he  is  a  God  over  all  gods,  the  former  of  all  things,  the  governor 
of  the  world,  able  and  willing  to  reward  them  that  dmgently  seek  him :  and  that  bless^  are  all 
they  that  serve  him,  and  put  their  trust  in  him. 

2.  Another  thing  imphed  in  keeping  the  heart,  or  in  the  care  of  tlic  mind,  here  recom- 
mendedy  is,  to  form  fixed  purposes  and  resolutions  of  acting  according  to  the  rule  of  right.     The 
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&»t  ca^i&  is,  that  the  miud  be  well  informed :  secondly,  that  it  be  well  resolved.  We  are  to  see, 
that  we  not  only  know  what  is  good,  and  refuse  the  evil :  but  we  are  to  choose  the  one,  and  rc- 
4iolve  to  avoid  the  other.  **  My  son,  give  me  thy  heart,'*  Ps.  xxiii.  26.  And  this  is  the  design 
of  the  exhortation  at  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  to  determine  men  to  the  choice  of  religion 
and  her  ways.  "  Get  wisdom,  get  understanding — ^forsake  her  not,  and  she  shall  preserve  thee  : 
love  her,  and  she  shall  keep  thee :  exalt  her,  and  she  shall  promote  thee :  she  shall  bring  thee 
to  honour,  when  thou  dost  embrace  her.**  And  Psalm  cxix.  30.  "  I  have  chosen  the  way  of 
truth  :  thy  judgments  have  I  laid  before  me.  Depart  from  me,  ye  evil  doers,  for  I  will  keep  the 
commandments  of  my  God,"  ver.  115.  There  should  be  a  fixed  and  determined  purpose  of 
mind,  to  avoid  all  known  sin,  and  perform  all  known  duty,  and  to  resist  temptations  when  they 
'  assault  us.  The  way  of  religion  should  be  our  willing  choice,  considering  its  excellence,  and 
the  advantages  that  attend  it :  and  because  of  the  deceitfulness  of  our  hearts,  and  the  face  and 
danger  of  external  temptations,  our  resolutions  should  be  very  explicit  and  firm.  Psalm  cxrx. 
106.  "  I  have  sworn,  and  1  will  perform  it,  that  I  will  keep  tliy  righteous  judgments.**.  Psalm 
xvii.  3.  "  Thou  hast  proved  mine  heart ;  thou  hast  visited  me  in  the  night ;  thoa  hast  tried  me, 
and  shalt  find  nothing :  I  am  purposed,  that  my  mouth  shall  not  transgress." 

3.  In  this  keeping  the  heart  is  implied  a  direction  to  govern  the  aftections.  As  the  judgment 
should  be  well  informed ;  and  the  will  rightly  fixed  and  determined :  so  also  the  affections  should 
he  well  ordered  and  governed.  • 

Particularly,  our  desires  and  aversions,  our  joy  and  grief,  our  hopes  and  fears,  our  love  and 
hatred. 

(I.)  Our  desires  and  aversions.  They  should  be  well  regulated.  The  highest  esteem  should 
l>e  placed  upon  those  things  that  are  most  valuable  in  themselves,  and  most  important.  Take 
care  that  you  esteem  and  desire  spiritual  and  heavenly  things,  more  than  worldly  and  earthly 
things,  that  are  but  temporal.  Saith  St.  John,  "  Love  not  the  world  :  neither  the  things  that 
.are  in  the  world :  if  any  man  love  the  world,  the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him.  For  all  that 
is  ii  "^e  world,  the  lust  of  the  flesh,  the  lust  of  the  eyes,  and  the  pride  of  life,  is  not  of  the 
Fatly  ^^Ntjs  of  the  world.  And  the  world  passeth  away,  and  the  lust  thereof.**  But  he  that 
doth\  ^^f  God  abideth  for  ever,"  1  Ep.  ii.  15,  16.  We  should  therefore  desire  to  secure 
a  trea^  "^^ven  and  an  interest  in  a  future  happiness,  above  all  earthly  possessions  and 

advani  - 

(2.y  ^leL    The  good  order  of  these  affections  will  follow  upon  that  of  the  two 

other,  i^  '^us  of,  more  soljpitous  for,  spiritual  and  heavenly  things  :  if  they  have 

our  first  V  ^veem,  our  joy  and  satisfaction  on  account  of  prosperity  and  success  in  the 

pursuit  ol       .^  advantages  will  be  moderate :  and  our  grief  and  concern  under  afflictions  and 
losses,  relating  to  this  life,  will  not  be  excessive,  but  within  due  bounds. 

(3.)  Our  hopes  and  fears  ought  also  to  be  regulated*  Our  chief  dependence  should  be  on 
God,  not  on  man.  Our  trust  and  hope  should  be  placed  in  God,  not  in  creatures.  He  is  infi- 
oitely  more  able,  and  more  equitable  than  men  ;  and  therefore  in  him  we  should  confide,  and 
make  it  our  chief  care  to  please  him,  and  approve  ourselves  to  him.  In  his  favour  is  life,  and 
his  loving-kindness  is  better  than  life.  He  can  bestow  a  better,  and  more  durable  happiness  than 
this  world  affords :  and  he  will  not  fail  them  that  trust  him  according  to  the  directions  of  his 
word,  and  that  serve  him  in  the  way  of  his  commandments. 

Our  fears  likewise  are  to  be  regulated.  We  are  to  fear  God  more  than  men.  This  is  of  im- 
portance to  right  conduct.  If  men,  who  had  power  and  influence,  did  always  encourage  virtue, 
and  require  nothing  but  what  is  fit  to  be  done :  if  their  will  and  pleasure  w:ere  always  reasonable ; 
jthen  we  should  have  no  occasion  to  fear  them,  whilst  we  do  well.  But  as  the  sincere  profession 
of  truth  is  often  discountenanced  by  the  powers  of  this  world,  and  the  will  of  God  only  is  always 
right,  there  is  need  we  should  be  upon  our  guard  against  an  undue  fear  of  men.  Our  Lord 
therefore^  cautioned  his  disciples  against  the  fear  of  men,  whose  power  reached  not  beyond  this 
life  ;  and  rather  to  fear  him  who  is  able  to  destroy  both  soul  and  body,  and  assign  them  to  ever- 
lasting pain  and  misery. 

(4.)  We  ought  also  to  regulate  our  love  and  hatred:  I  mean  now  chiefly  with  regard  to 
our  fellow-creatures :  our  approbation  and  dislike  ;  our  favour  or  displeasure :  that  we  cherish 
benevolence,  inward  good-will  i  and  do  not  admit  groundless  resentment  and  anger,  or  indulge 
VOL*  v.  2  R 
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excessive  or  lasting  displeasure.     As  Sdomon  say^  s  **  He  that  is  slow  to  anger,  is  better  than 
the  mighty:  and  he  that  ruleth  his  spirit,  than  he  that  taketh  a  city/'  Prov.  xvi.  SS. 

This  is  another  thing  implied  in  keeping  the  heart;  governing  the  affections :  particularly^ 
our  desires  and  aversions,  joy  and  grief,  hopes  and  fears,  love  and  natred. 

4.  Another  thing  that  may  be  intended  in  keeping  the  heart  is,  planting  and  cheridiing  in 
the  mind  good  principles  and  dispositions,  and  cleansing  it  from  all  contrary  evil  dispositiom 
and  propensities.  Particularly,  it  is  of  importance  that  we  root  out  pride,  and  high  conceit  of 
ourselves ;  inward  contempt  and  disdain  of  other  men :  and  that  we  cultivate  humility  of  mind ; 
meekness  of  temper :  we  should  likewise  be  concerned  to  improve  in  religious  awe  and  ^pre- 
hen^on  of  the  Divine  Majesty,  and  take  care  to  be  in  the  fear  of  God  all  the  day  lon^,  and  all 
the  days  of  our  life.  For  the  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning,  the  source,  and  principle  of 
wisdom.  We  should  also  cherish  a  faith  in  invisible  things,  which  will  be  a  great  security  of 
every  virtue,  and  encourage  a  right  conduct. 

5.  And  lastly,  by  keeping  the  heart  may  be  meant  and  intended,  a  due  care  and  concern  that 
the  mind  be  weU  employed. 

There  must  be  a  guard  set  upon  the  acts  or  operations  of  the  mind:  and  the  thoughts  diould 
be  exercised  on  fit  objects.  Vain  thoughts  should  not  lodge  within  us :  no  evil  thoughts  should 
be  indulged  and  cherished.  The  mind  should  be  emplojred  and  taken  up,  not  in  things  useless^ 
and  insignificant;  4)ut  much  about  things  profitable  and  important:  we  should  contemplate  the 
%orks  of  God,  noeditate  on  his  word,  consider  our  ways,  renect  upon  ourselves,  confirm  our  reso* 
lutions  of  virtue,  and  our  abhorrence  of  evil ;  form  good  designs,  and  Uiink  and  contrive  how  we 
may  best  bring  them  to  pass.  We  should  ifrequently  ascend  in  acts  of  humble,  believing,  grateful 
devotions  to  God. 

That  is  the  second  thing,  what  it  is  to  "  keep  the  heart.'*  1.  It  implies  a  taking  care,  that 
the  mind  be  furnished  with  necessary  knowledge,  and  just  sentiments  of  things  concerning  good 
and  evil.  2.  To  keep  the  heart  implies  a  concern  to  form  fixed  purposes  and  resolutions  to  act 
according  to  the  rule  of  right.    3.  It  implies  the  government  and  regulation  of  the  affections* 

4.  Implanting  and  cherishing  good  dispositions,  and  rooting  out  those  that  are  evil  and  sinfuL 

5.  It  implies  a  care  that  the  mind  be  well  employed. 

III.  The  next  thing  observable  in  the  words  is,  the  manner  in  which  the  heart  ou^t  to  be 
kept:  **  with  all  diligence:  '*  literally,  according  to  the  Hebrew,  "with  all  keeping.*'  The  con* 
nection,  which  was  shown  before,  helps  us  to  understand  distincdy  and  clearly  the  design  of  tiiis 
expression  in  this  exhortation.  This  is  the  first  counsel :  then  follow  those  before  tak^  notice  o^ 
and  briefly  paraphrased.  "  Put  away  firom  thee  a  froward  mouth:  let  thine  eyes  look  right  on:" 
and  **  ponder  the  path  of  thy  feet:'*  that  is,  care  ought  to  be  taken  of  these ;  that  we  sin  not 
with  our  lips,  and  tliat  our  actions  are  righteous  and  virtuous.  But  the  first  and  chief  care 
ought  to  be  about  the  heart:  the  mind,  and  its  ii^ard  operations :  "  Keep  thy  heart  with  all 
diligence.** 

IV.  The  fourth  particular  observable  in  the  words  is,  the  ai^ument  and  motive  so  "  to  keep 
the  heart  :**  it  is  taken  from  the  importance  of  so  doing:  "  Out  of  it  are  the  issues  of  life.** 
Our  g:ood,  or  our  bad  conduct^  and  the  consequences  of  each  depend  hereupon.  As  the  heart 
is,  so  is  the  man :  so  will  be  the  words  and  actions.  The  streams  must  partake  of  the  qualities 
of  the  fountain.  Or,  as  our  blessed  Lord  says :  "  A  good  tree  bringeth  not  forth  corrupt  fruit; 
neither  doth  a  corrupt  tree  bring  forth  good  fruit :  for  every  tree  is  known  by  its  fruit.— ^A  good 
man,  out  of  the  good  treasure  of  his  heart,  bringeth' forth  that  which  is  good;  and  an  evil  man, 
out  of  the  evil  treasure  of  his  heart,  that  which  is  evil ;  for  out  of  the  abundance  of  the 
heart  the  mouth  speaketh,**  Luke  vi.  43 — 45.  And  to  the  like  purpose  in  Matthew  xiL  33—35. 
Again,  **  Woe  unto  you  scribes  and  pharisees,  hypocrites :  for  ye  make  clean  the  outside  of  the 
cup  and  platter;  but  within  they  are  full  of  extortion  and  excess,**  Matt,  xxiii.  25,  26.  Yon 
aim  at  a  fair  outward  appearance,  by  observing  those  acts  of  devotion,  and  that  zeal  for  the 
temple,  that  is  taking  among  men;  without  aiming  at  virtuous  habits,  and  consequently  are 
defective  in  acts  of  justice  and  goodness.  ^*  Thou  blind  pharisee !  cleanse  first  that  which  is 
within  the  cup,  and  the  platter ;  that  the  outside  of  them  may  be  clean  also.**  First  cteanse 
your  heart,  and  cultivate  the  sincere  upright  disposition  of  mind ;  and  your  Uie  will  be  an 
uniform  pattern  of  virtue,  consisting  in  a  devout  and  fiervent  worship  of  God»  and  works  of 
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i%hteou8ness  and  goodness  among  men:   which  will  be  really  worthy  and  valuable;   truly 
becoming,  acceptable  and  agreeable* 

This  is  the  argument,  to  keep  the  heart  with  all  diligence:  "  Out  of  it  are  the  issues  of  life:** 
the  words  and  actions  depend  hereupon.  If  the  heart  be  quite  neglected,  the  life  will  be  very 
irregular :  if  the  heart  be  well  kept,  cultivated,  observed,  and  watched,  your  life  will  be  excellent 
and  commendable. 

^  Moreover  the  different  consequences  of  good  and  bad  conduct,  as  already  hinted»  depend 
hereupon.  You  cannot  otherwise  approve  yourselves  to  God,  but  must  be  rejected  by  him  who 
sees  and  knows  the  heart,  as  well  as  the  outward  actions. 

I  have  now  explained  the  several  parts  of  the  text.  I  have  shown  what  is  here  meant  by 
the  heart.  Wherein  keeping  it  consists.  The  manner  in  which  i£  ought  to  be  kept.  Tlie  im- 
portance of  so  doing :  or  the  arguments  and  motives  so  to  keep  it. 

V.  I  shall  conclude  with  two  reflections  only,  in  the  way  of  application. 

1.  We  hence  perceive,  that  true  religion,  even  under  the  ancient  dispensation,  did  not 
consist  only  in  external  worship,  and  good  actions,  but  also  in  pious  dispositions  of  the  mind. 
Indeed  the  laws  of  Moses,  being  many  of  them  civil  and  political,  are  very  much  concerned 
about  words  only,  and  external  actions :  and  many  men  were  too  apt  to  content  themselves  with 
a  fair,  outward,  and  visible  appearance  in  the  eye  of  men,  and  some  tolerable  regularity  of 
outward  actions  and  behaviour.  But  it  is  certain,  they  were  obliged  to  more  than  this  ;  and 
cood  men  observed  their  thoughts  as  well  as  their  actions.  And  the  wise,  and  those  who  were 
Kivoured  with  a  prophetical  gift  or  commission,  faithfully  represented  to  men  the  extent,  purity, 
and  perfection  of  the  divine  law.  Of  a  good  man  it  is  said:  "  The  law  of  his  God  is  in  his  heart, '* 
Ps.  xxxvii.  31.  And  the  Psalmist  prays,  that  God  would  "incline  his  heart  unto  his  testi- 
monies,'* and  "  ne*  to  covetousness,'*  Ps.  cxix.  36.  Again :  "  Let  my  heart  be  sound  in  thy^ 
statutes,'*  ver.  80.  Men  were  reminded  by  the  prophets,  that  "  the  Lord  searcheth  the  heart, 
and  tries  the  reins,  even  to  give  to  every  man  according  to  his  ways,  according  to  the  fruit  of  his 
doings,"  Jer.  xvii.  10.  And  they  were  called  upon  to  "  mark  the  perfect  man,  and  behold  the 
upright:  for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace,"  Ps.  xxxvii.  87. 

2.  Let  us  attend  to  this  counsel  of  Solomon,  and  the  importance  of  it.  And  do  we  not  see 
one  great  reason  of  the  many  defects  and  errors  of  our  conauct?  that  we  do  not  keep  our  heart 
with  all  diligence.  We  have  too  much  neglected  that  which  is  a  principal  point :  considering 
that  God  equally  knows  all  things,  we  ought  to  be  equally  concerned  about  our  thoughts,  and 
our  outward  actions.  But  there  is  also  another  reason  for  a  strict  care  of  the  heart ;  that  so 
much  depends  upon  it.  Uniform  virtue  and  eminence  therein,  will  never  be  attained  without  it, 
We  shall  also,  for  want  of  this  care,  be  very  liable  to  be  surprised  into  sin  many  ways.  Is  not 
this  the  occasion  of  many  of  our  failings?  that  the  inward  principle  of  faith  in  God  is  weak,  and 
fear  of  men  prevailing.  The  love  of  tbis  world  is  unsubdued :  and  our  affections  are  not  set  on 
things  above,  as  they  should  be,  but  rather  on  things  of  this  earth.  How  can  it  be  expected  we 
should  be  prepared  for  temptations,  if  we  do  not  carefully  keep  our  heart?  No  wonder  that  we 
oflen  transgress  with  our  lips,  or  tliat  imprudencies,  failings,  and  even  greater  faults  appear  in 
our  behaviour,  if  we  do  not  watch  our  hearts.  It  is  very  likely  that  there  will  be  many  bad 
consequences  of  this  neglect :  we  shall  be  oftentimes  unsatisfied  and  discontented  with  our 
condition,  possibly  without  any  reason.  We  shall  greatly  misbehave  under  afflictions)  prosperity 
will  be  very  dangerous:  and  the  offences  and  provocations  we  meet  with  from  men,  will  mightily 
disconcert  us,  and  occasion  undue  resentment  and  displeasure. 

If  we  are  sensible  of  a  defect  this  way :  let  us  be,  for  the  future,  more  frequent  in  meditation 
and  consideration :  let  us  be  more  careful  of  our  inward  temper,  and  the  frame  of  our  heart :  let 
us  diligently  cultivate  right  sentiments,  holy  resolutions,  and  good  habits  of  the  ntind :  let  us  learn 
the  regulation  and  government  of  our  afiections,  and  how  to  employ  our  thoughts  upon  profitable 
subjects.  It  is  a  thing  of  great  importance.  Diligence  herein  will  be  very  advantageous ;  and 
negligence  very  prejudicial  and  detrimental  in  the  end.  «*  Keep  Qhenj  thy  heart  with  all 
diligence :  for  out  or  it  are  the  issues  of  life.** 
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TWO  SCHEMES  OF  A  TRINITY  CONSIDERED, 

AND 

THE  DIVINE  UNITY  ASSERTED. 

FOUR   DISCOURSES  UPON   PHILIPPIANS  ii.  5-lL 

Acts  ii.  22.  Ye  men  of  Israel,  hear  these  words ^  Jesus  of  JS^azarethy  a  man  approved  of  God; 
among  youy  by  miracles,  and  wonders,  and  signs,  which  God  did  by  him  in  the  midst  of  you,  as 
ye  yourselves  also  know.  Chap.  v.  31.  Him  hath  God  exalted  with  his  right  hand  to  be  a 
Prince  and  a  Saviour,  for  to  give  repentance  to  Israel,  and  forgiveness  if  sins.     Chap.  x. 

.  S7»  38.  That  word  you  know,  which  was  published  throughout  alljudea,  and  began  from  Galilee^ 
ofkr  the  baptism  which  JoJm  preached :  how  God  anointed,  <§pc. 


THE   editor's  advertisement. 


The  Editor  of  the  following  Discourses  accounts  it  no  small  happiness,  that,  by  a  late 
favourable  accident,  he  has  it  in  his  power  to  present  them  to  the  public.  They  show  them- 
selves tp  have  been  part  of  a  course  of  ministerial  services;  and  a  memorandum,  under  the 
author's  own  hand,  makes  it  probable  that  they  were  delivered  from  the  pulpit,  to  a  very 
respectable  society  of  Christians,  so  long  ago  as  the  year  I?*?* 

The  name  of  the  author,  as  he  himself  did  not  place  it  there,  is  not  given  in  the  title  page* 
An  omission,  which  the  judicious  reader,  it  is  supposed,  will  reckon  to  be  of  no  great  moment»> 
And  Tespecting  the  author  himself,  it  may  be  most  truly  observed,  that  he  was  always  far  irom 
affecting,  in  any  degree,  the  character  or  inlfluence  of  a  Rabbi,  or  dogmatical  teacher ;  and 
could  not  at  any  time  wish  his  name, — ^however  justly  endeared  to  many  of  his  cotemporaries,  or 
sure  to  go  down  with  distinguished  esteem  and  honour  to  latest  posterity, — should  be  accounted 
of  the  least  weight,  in  the  balance  of  reason,  on  any  argument  excepting  that  of  testimony.  He 
has  now  been  several  years  removed  from  our  world.  But,  as  the  controversy,  to  which  these 
discourses  have  respect,  does  still  survive,  and  will  probably,  be  yet  of  long  continuance,  it 
cannot  but  be  desirable  to  all  good  minds  that  the  largest  portion  of  his  excellent  spirit  may  be 
retained  among  us,  communicated,  and  diffused :  in  order  that  controversies  of  this  nature,  for 
the  future,  may  be  carried  on,  as  our  most  candid  author  has  expressed  it,  <  without  detriment 
•  either  to  truth  or  piety.' 

It  may,  however,  be  apprehended,  that  to  the  curious  and  attentive  readers,  who  have  been 
happily  led  into  a  previous  acquaintance  with  his  other  valuable  and  most  important  works, 
these  discourses  will  soon  make  a  pleasing  discovery  of  their  author.  AuA  all  such  readers, 
there  is  no  doubt,  will  be  glad  to  receive  the  following  declaration  concerning  them,  though 
anoi^mous. 

They  are  here  given  with  a  most  strict  care  and  fidelity,  agreeable  to  the  author's  o\vn 
manuscript,  which  he  had  drawn  out  fair  for  the  press,  with  particular  directions  designed  for  the 
printer.  And  any  small  additions,  which  a  casual  oversight  seemed  to  make  requisite,  are  dis- 
tinguished by  being  inclosed  in  brackets  thus :  £    ]] 
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The  Scheme  qf  a  Trimiy  commonly  received.  30^ 

Any  attempt  of  the  editor,  to  recommend  such  discourses  as  deserving  the  attention  of  the 

Jmblic,  could  not  well  be  exempted  from  a  charge  of  officiousness.     They  are,  therefore,  cheer- 
iilly  left  to  speak  for  themselves. 

All  Christians  are  agreed  that  the  subjects,  of  which  they  treat,  are  very  weighty:  and 
ecclesiastical  history  too  sadly  shews  in  what  manner  the  contentions  about  them  have  been 
agitated. 

Whatever  may  be  the  issue  of  the  arguments  suggested, — with  respect  to  the  measure  of 
conviction  they  shall  produce  in  favour  of  any  particular  doctrine, — ^if  the  temper,  with  which  they 
are  proposed,  should  prove  sufficiently  attractive  to  engage  a  general  imitation,  and  excite  a  pre- 
vailing diligence  to  maintain  and  cultivate  it,  on  all  sides,  the  apparent  chief  design  of  the 
author,  and  most  fervent  wishes  of  the  editor,  will  have  their  best  accomplishment. 

Maidstone^  August  \,  1784* 


DISCOURSE  I. 

Let  this  mind  be  in  you^  U'hich  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus :  who  being  in  the  form  qf  Gody  thought  if 
not  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God.  But  made  himself  qf  no  reputation^  and  took  upon  him  the 
form  qfa  servant^  and  was  made  in  the  likeness  of  men.  And  being  found  in  fashion  as  a  man^ 
he  humbled  himself  and  became  obedient  unto  deaths  even  the  death  of  the  cross.  Wherefore 
God  lias  highly  exalted  htm^  and  given  him  a  name,  which  is  above  every  name.  That  at  tlie 
name  of  Jesus  every  Icnee  should  bow,  of  things  in  heaven,  and  things  in  earth,  and  things  under 
the  earth.  And  that  every  tongue  should  corfess  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  qf 
God  the  Fat/ier. — Philip  *  ii,  5 — 11. 

In  these  verses  we  have  at  large  the  apostle's  argument  to  the  meekness  and  condescension^ 
before  recommended:  taken  from  the  example  of  Christ's  humility,  and  his  exaltation,  as  a 
reward  of  it. 

Within  the  compass  of  a  few  months  I  have  delivered  two  practical  discourses  from  the  fiftb- 
verse  of  this  chapter,  explaining  the  duty  of  mutual  condescension  and  forbearance,  and  enforcing 
it  from  the  example  and  the  reward  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

But  now  1  am  desirous  to  explain  in  a  more  critical  manner  the  words  which  have  been 
read  to  you. 

'     I  shall  be  hereby  unavoidably  led  into  somewhat  controversial :  but  I  hope  it  will  be  also 
practical,  and  not  unprofitable ;  were  it  only  instructive  to  some  who  are  not  tlioroughly  ac*. 
quainted  with  some  controverted  points,  which  yet  are  thought  to  be  of  much  moment.     Indeed 
tfpeople  will  decide  in  points  of  any  kind,  it  is  fit  they  sliould  know  and  understand  what  they, 
affirm ;  especially  if  they  take  upon  them  to  pass  sentences  upon  those  who  differ  from  them^- 
Tliis  needs  no  proof.     Certainly  no  honest  and  upright  man  would  willingly  form  a  wrong  judg* 
ment  in  any  case ;  especially  in  such  a  case  as  this,  where,  if  he  be  ignorant,  be  may  pasS: 
sentence  upon  himself.     I  fear  this  is  no  uncommon  thing.    One  cannot  be  disposed  to  insult 
any  man's  ignorance.     But  when  censoriousness  is  joined  therewith,  and  it  becomes  troublesome 
to  others,  it  will  be  remarked.     I  think  I  have  met  with  some  good  people  who  have  severely 
condemned  Arians,  and  yet  were  not  orthodox  themselves..    And  if  they  could  have  been  per- 
suaded to  explain  their  own  notion,  it  would  have  appeared  that  they  were  in  the  Arian  scheme, 
ef  very  near  it.     But  they  were  too  positive,  and  too  well  satisfied  of  being  in  the  right,  to  hear* 
any  argument.from  those  who  would  have  debated  with  them,  and  led  them  into  the  merits  of 
the  controversy. 

Disputes  about  the  person  of  Christ,  and  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  as  is  well  known, 
have  been  exceedingly  prejudicial  to  the  Christian  cause  and  interest :  and  chiefly  so,  because 
those  dilutes  have  been  mwaged  with  too  muqh  heat :  and  contending  parties  on  both  sides^ 
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^10  Posffiumaus  Liscottnes  on  ^  'Trkutj/^ 

'have  Bot  been  contented  to  dispute  and  argue,  and  then  leave  it  tb  every  one  to  determine 
conscientiously  according  to  the  hest  of  his  own  judgment 4  but  would  hnpose  their  own  sense. 
And  if  they  had  the  authority,  and  civil  power  on  their  side,  would  require  men  under  heavy 
pains  and  Josses  to  profess,  in  a  word  or  writing,  an  assent  to  their  opinion^  whether  convinced 
<or  not.  Whereas  serious  and  impartial,  £cee  and  parent  inquiries  and  debates  might  have  been 
instructive,  and  let  in  light:  and  different  sentiments  have  been  allowed  without  detriment  either 
to  truth  or  piety. 

I  hope  iwe  may  now  have  an  example  of  this  kind:  and  that  all  will  hear  with  patience  an 
argument  which  is  intended  to  be  proposed  with  mildness*  though  with  plainness,  free  from  all 
reserve  and  disguise. 

In  order  to  understand  tliis  text,  and  to  give  free  scope  to  every  one  to  judge  of  its  desi^, 
according  to  several  apprehensions  concerning  the  person  of  Christ,  it  wiH  be  needful  to  consider 
the  seventl  schemes  of  divines  relating  to  the  doctrme  of  the  Trinity.  For,  as  Christians  among 
us  have  before  them,  beside  what  is  said  in  the  scriptures,  divers  determinations  upon  the  doctrine 
cf  the  Trinity,  in  catechisms,  articles,  aiid  liturgies,  they  will  ^ply  those  determinations  to  this, 
-and  other  texts  of  scripture. 

I  have  therefore  thought  that  no  method  will  more  directly  lead  to  a  dear  judgment  in  this 
point,  than  to  propose  and  consider  the  common  schemes  or  ways  of  thiidcing  of  the  Deity, 
which  obtain  among  the  professed  disciples  and  followers  of  Jesus. 

The  first  shall  be  that  which  is  reckoned  the  commonly  received  scheme,  and  called  orthodox 
and  catholic. 

In  the  Assembly's  catechismjit  is  said :  *  There  are  three  persons  in  the  Godhead,  the  Father, 

*  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost;  the  same  in  substance,  equal  in  power  and  glory.* 

The  first  article  of  the  Church  of  England  is :  <  There  is  but  one  living  and  true  God,  ever* 
«  lasting,  without  body,  parts,  or  passions,  of  infinite  power,  wisdom,  and  goodness,  the  maker 
'  and  preserver  of  all  things,  both  visible  and  invisible.  And  in  the  unity  of  this  godhead  there 
^  be  tnree  persons,  of  one  substance,  power  and  eternity,  the  Fattier,  the  oon,  and  the 

*  Holy  Ghost' 

Here  certainly  ariseth  a  difficulty.  How  are  we  to  understand  these  expressions?  And  how 
are  they  uiulerstood  by  those  who  use  them,  and  approve  of  them,  and  assent  to  them,  as  r%ht?. 
**  One  God,  three  persons,  the  same  in  substance,  equal  in  power  and  glory:  or  of  one  substange, 
power  and  eternity."  Is  it  hereby  meant,  that  there  are  three  really  distinct  minds,  or  intelli- 
gent agents  ?  So  we  might  be  apt  to  conclude  from  the  use  of  the  word  person,  and  saying,  Uiat 
**  these  three  are  equaL" 

Nevertheless  there  are  two  different  sentiments  among  those  who  are  called  orthodox. 
Some  believe  three  distinct  persons  or  beings,  of  the  same  substance  or  essence  in  kind :  as 
three  men  are  distiiKt,  but  are  of  the  same  kind  of  substance.  Others  do  not  understand  the 
word  "  person ''  in  the  common  acceptation.  They  believe  only  a  modal  distinction.  They 
openly  say,  that  in  discoursing  on  the  mystery  of  the  Trinity,  they  do  not  use  the  word  ^  person" 
in  wmtt  is  now  the  common  meaning  of  that  word.  We  might  be  disposed  to  think  that  these 
went  into  the  Sabellian  scheme,  which  holds  one  person  only  in  the  Deity,  under  three  difierent 
denominations.  But  yet  they  denv  it,  and  disclaim  Sabellianism,  and  meak  of  it  as  a  very  per-, 
nicious  opinion.  They  say,  that  though  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  are  not  three 
distinct  beings,  or  indiviouals,  there  is  a  distinction,  which  may  be  represented  by  that  of 
three-perons. 

Here  then  are  two  different  opinions  among  those  who  fOM  for  orthodox. 

And  which  is  right?  that  is,  which  of  these  is  the  prevailing  and  generally  received  opinion? 
I  answer  the  latter;  [or  the  opinion  of  those]  who  hold  only  a  modal  distinction  in  the  Trinity. 
This  appears  to  me  evident  from  what  is  call^  the  Athanasian  Creed,*  which  is  always  allowed 
by  those  who  bear  the  denomination  of  orthodox,  to  be  the  standard  of  the  true  doctrine  of  the 
Trinity.   It  is  to  this  purpose :  ^  The  catholic  faith  is  this;  that  we  worship  one  God  in  Trinity — 

*  Trinity  in  Unity:  neither  confounding  the  persons,  nor  dividing  the  substance.  For  there  is 

*  I  say  called  the  Atfaonatian  Greedy  for  it  is  now  geoefally     time.    Nor  is  it  ceitahdj  known  by  whom  it  was  composed. 
allowed  bj  learned  men,  that  it  is  not  the  work  of  the  cele-     For  proof  of  this  I  refer  to  the  Benedktine  edition  of  Athana- 


brated  Athanasius,  bishop  of  Alexandria,  who  flourished  in     sius^s  worksj  torn.  !!•  p.  7^9/  &c» 
the  fourth  centurjrj  but  of  some  other  person  long  after  his 
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*  one  person  of  the  Rtther^  another  of  the  Son^  amJ  another  of  the  Holy  Ghost.    But  the  god- 

<  head  of  Uie  Father,  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  is  all  one,  the  glory  equal,  the  majesty 

*  coetemal.     Such  as  the  Father  is,  such  is  the  Son,  and  such  is  the  Holy  Ghost. — The  Father 

*  eternal,,  the  Son  eternal,,  and  the  Holy  Ghost  eternal.     And  yet  there  are  not  three  eternals,.       ^ 

*  but  one  eternal.     As  also  there  are  not  three  incomprehensibfes,^  nor  three  uncreated^,  but  one* 

*  uncreated,  aod  one  incomprehensible.     So  likewise  the  Father  is  almighty,  the  Son  almighty,. 
«  and  the  Holy  Ghost  almighty.     And  ret  there  are  not  three  Almighties,  but  one  Almighty. 

<  So  the  Father  is  God,  the  Son  is  God,"  and  the  Holy  Ghost  is  God.     And  yet  there  are  not 
« three  Gods,  but  one  God.* 

According  to  this  creed,  there  are  *^not  three  eternals,  but  one  eternal,  not  three  Almighties, 
but  one  Almighty.**  So  this  seems  to  me.  However,  let  evexy  man  judge  for  himselfv  And 
let  every  man  who*  thinks  himself  orthodox,  examine  himself  by  this  creed;  whether  he  be  so,  or 
not.  Jor  it  is  not  impossible  that  many  weU  meaning  people,  of  lower  rank,  may  believe  a  real 
Trinity  of  distinct  intelligent  beings.  Yea  it  is  likely,  that  this  is  indeed  the  firm  belief  and 
persuasion  of  great  numbers  of  the  vulgar  sort  among  Christians.  It  may  be  also  the  sentiment 
of  some  who  make  no  small  figure  in  the  learned  world. 

Nevertheless,  1  do  not  think  that  to  be  what  is  called  the  commonly  received  doctrine  of  the 
church.    This  appears  to-  me  evident  fi*om  the  fbrecited  creed. 

Before  we  proceed  to-  apply  this  doctrine  to  the  words  of  the  text,  it  may  be  proper  to 
observe  still  more  distinctly  the  received  doctrine  concerning  the  Son.  The  second  article  of 
the  Church  of  England  is  thus.     *  The  Son,  which  is  the  word  of  the  Father,  begotten  from^ 

*  everlasting  of  the  Father,  the  very  and  eternal  God,  of  one  substance  with  the  Father,,  took     , 
« man's  nature  in  the  womb  of  the  blessed  visgin,  of  her  substance :  so  that  two  whole  and 

*  perfect  natures,,  that  is,  the  godhead  and  manhood  were  joined  together  in  one  person,  nevei*:- 

*  to  be  divided.     Whereof  is  one  Christ,  very  God,,  and  very  man  j;  who  truly  suffered,,  was  dead 

*  and  buried.* 

I  have  taken  the  words  of  that  artidej  that  I  may  be  sure  to  avoid  all  misrepresentation^  and' 
that  there  may  be  no  suspicion  of  it. 

Let  us  now  observe  the  explication  of  the  text,  agreeably  to  this  scheme ;  which  I  shall  take 
in  the  word*  of  a  pious  annotator.*     *  "  Let  tdiis  mind  be  in  you,  which  was  also  in  Christ 
Jesus.**    As  Christ  denied  himself  for  you,  so  should  you  for  others.    "Who  being  in  the  form^ 
of  God,  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God:**  that  is,  who  being  the  essential  image  of" 
the  Father,  and  enjoying  the  divine  essence  and  nature  with  all  its  glory,  knew  that  it  was  no^ 
usurpatioa  in  him,  to  account  himself  so,  and  carry  himself  as  such.    "  But  made  himself  of  no^ 
reputation.**    Yet  he  emptied  himself  of  that  divine  glory  and  majesty,,  by  hiding  it  in  the  vail 
of  bis  flesh  i  "  and  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  servant  :*'  that  is,  the  quality  and  condition  of 
a  mean  person,  not  of  some  great  man.     **  And  was  made  ia  the  likeness^  of  men:?*  that  is,, 
subject  to  all  the  frailties  and  infirmities  of  human  nature,  sin  only  excepted.    "  And  being 
found  in  fashion  as  a  man,  he  humbled  himself.**    By  what  appeared  to  all,  and  by  the  whole 
tenour  of  his  carriage,  he  was  found  to  be  a  true  man..    "  And  became  obedient  unto  death, 
even  unto  the  death  of  the  cross.*^     He  manifested  his  obedience,  as  in  all  otlier  particulars,  so' 
in  resigning  up  himself  to  death,  the  death  of  the  cross,  the  most  cruel,  contemptible,  and 
accursed  death.    "  Wherefore  God  also  hath  highly  exalted  hinv  and  given  him  a  name,  which 
is  above  every  name.**    Wherefore  God  advanced  his  human  nature  to  the  highest  degree  of 
glory,  and  has  given  him  honour,  authority  and  majesty  above  all  created  excellence^ 
Upon  this  interpretation  it  i»  easy  to  remark,  that  it  does  not  seem  exactly  to  answer  the* 
apo8tle*s  expressions.   It  supposes  two  things  to  be  spoken  of,  first  the  Deity,  then  the  humanity 
of  Jesus.     1  say,,  it  is  supposed,  that  the  apostle  first  speaks  of  Christ's  being  **  of  the  divine 
nature  and  essence,**  and  therein  humbling  himself.   And  the  human  nature  is  exalted.  Whereas^ 
the  apostle  seems  to  speak  all  alone  of  one  thing  or  person.  **  Let  this  mind  be  in  you,  which  was- 
also  m  Christ  Jtesus,  who  made  hunself  of  no  reputation— —Wherefore  God  also  has  highly, 
exalted  him,  and  given,  him  a  name  above  every  name,  that  at  the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee 
should  bow.**    He  who  had  humbled  himself  is  exalted..   Nor  can  true  Deity  either  be  abased 
or  rewarded. 

*  Mr.  Samnel  Clark's  Aonotadons  opon  tb^pUioe. 
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There  is  therefore  no  small  difficulty  in  applying  the  commonly  received  opinion  concerning 
Christ,  as  God,  of  the  same  substance,  and  equal  with  the  Father,  to  this  text.  Or,  it  is  not 
^asy  to  reconcile  the  doctrine  of  the  apostle  in  this  place,  and  the  commonly  received  opinion 
concerning  the  Trinity.  ^ 

I  shall  now  conclude  with  these  two  remarks. 

I.  The  commonly  received  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  which  is  reckoned  orthodox,  and  the 
doctrine  of  the  Church,  is  obscure.  Indeed  it  is  generally  acknowledged  to  be  very  mysterious. 
And  it  appears  to  be  so  from  the  authentic  accounts  which  have  been  now  given  of  it.  For  it  is 
5aid  that  there  are  **  three  pei'sons.in  the  godhead,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost:** 
and  they  are  said  to  be  **  equal  in  power  and  glory.**  Which  expressions  seem  to  intimate,  that 
there  are  three  distinct  beings,  and  minds.  But  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  as  plainly  said,  that 
there  is  "  but  one  eternal,  and  one  Almighty.** 

These  expressions  must  be  allowed  to  represent  an  obscure  doctrine.  Some  have  said,  that 
it  is  contradictory^ 

All  I  affirm  is,  that  it  is  obscure,  and  difficult  to  be  conceived  and  understood,  if  it  be  not  ab- 
-solutely  incomprehensible. 

II.  Secondly,  I  would  observe,  that  obscure  doctrines  ought  not  to  be  made  necessary  to 
salvation.  They  who  consider  the  general  tenour,  and  great  design  of  the  preaching  of  Christ 
and  his  apostles,  to  all  sorts  of  men,  in  order  to  bring  them  to  repentance  and  holiness,  and 
•thereby  to  everlasting  happiness,  by  the  good-will  and  appointment  of  God,  will  be  easily  led  to 
think  that  there  should  not  be  any  doctrines,  necessary  to  be  believed,  which  are  of  such  a 
nature,  that  the  most  metaphysical  and  philosophical  minds  can  scarcely  know  what  they  are,  or 
reconcile  them  to  reason.  Therefore  the  commonly  received  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  if  it  be 
obscure,  should  not  be  made  a  necessary  article  of  a  Christian*s  faith.  And  yet  this  is  the  intro- 
duction to  the  Athanasian  Creed:  >  Whosoever  will  be  saved,  before  all  things  it  is  necessary, 
^*  that  he  hold  the  cathohc  faith.  Which  faith,  except  every  one  (io  keep  whole  and  undeiiled, 
^  without  doubt  he  shall  perish  everlastingly.  And  the  catholic  faith  is  this,  that  we  worship  one 
*  God  in  Trinity,  and  Trinity  in  Unity  :*  and  the  rest.  And  the  more  fully  to  enforce  the 
jiecessity  of  this  doctrine,  it  is  repeated  again  at  the  -end :  *  This  is  the  catholic  faith.  Which 
^  except  a  man  believe  faithfully,  he  cannot  be  saved,* 

This,  and  other  like  creeds,  are  inserted  in  almost  all  the  established  articles  and  liturgies  in 
-Christendom. 

But  is  not  this  teaching  uncharltableness  by  autliofity  ?  And,  if  any  join  in  such  offices  of 
xeligion,  whilst  they  believe  not  the  creeds  which  they  recite,  or  are  supposed  to  recite,  they  are 
vmade  to  pass  sentences  of  condemnation  upon  themselves.  ^   . 

How  great  then  is  the  privilege  to  be  at  liberty  to  choose  our  religion,  and  that  way  t)f 
worship,  which  upon  a  serious  consideration,  and  after  careful  and  impartial  examination,  we 
Jhink  to  be  reasonable,  scriptural,  and  edifying  J 


DISCOURSE  XL 

Let  this  rmnd  he  in  you^  ^doJUch  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus. — ^Philip.  li.  5 — 11.     And  what  followd% 

In  a  late  discourse  on  this  text,  I  stated  and  considered  tlie  commonly  received  opinion  cot\^ 
"Cerning  the  Trinity,  ^nd  the  person  of  Christ  in  particular. 

I  now  intend  to  consider  another  sentiment  concerning  the  person  of  Christ,  and  consequently 
also  concerning  tlie  Trinity. 

Some  then  suppose  the  Son  to  be  a  spirit,  or  intelligent  agent,  subordinate  and  inferior  to 
the  FatJyer.  Tliey  think  that  this  is  what  is  meant  by  the  Word,  spoken  of  by  St.  John  at  the 
beginning  of  his  gospel.  «  In  the  beginning  was  the  Word,  and  the  Word  was  with  God,  and 
the  Word  was  God:*'  or  a  God,  as  they  would  translate;  not  the  same  with  the  Father,  or 
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equal  to  him,  or  of  the  same  nature  and  essence :  but  said  to  be  God,  on  account  of  his  great 
QXceJIence  and  power,  derived  to  him  by  the  will  of  the  Father.  **  All  things  were*  made  by  him," 
that  is,  by  him  under  the  Father^  as  his  instrument,  and  by  his  appointment.  "  And  without 
him  was  not  auy  thing  made  that  was  made.*' 

To  the  like  purpose  they  understand  and  explain  Col.  i.  15,  16.  "Who  is  the  image  of  the 
inviipible  God,  the  first-bom  of  every  creature.  For  by  him  were  all  things  created,  that  are  in 
heaven,  and  that  are  in  earth,  visible  and  invisible ;  whether  they  be  tlirones,  or  dominions,  or 
principalities,  or  powers.     All  things  were  created  hy  him,  and  for  him.'* 

Which  words  are  thus  paraphrased  by  *  an  ingenious  and  learned  commentator,  of  the  senti- . 
ment,  which  I  am  now  endeavouring  to  represent  as  fairly  as  may  be         *  Since  he  is  the  most 

*  lively  visible  image  of  the  Father  who  is  the  invisible  God,  and  is  the  first  being  that  was  derived 

*  from  him.  And  that  he  must  be  the  first  derived  from  him,  is  from  hence  evident,  that  all  other 
«  beings  were  derived  from  God  the  primary  and  supreme  cause  of  all,  through  this  his  Son,  by 

<  whom,  as  their  immediate  Author,  all  things  were  created,  that  are  in  heaven,  or  that  are  in 

<  earth,  visible  and  invisible,  whether  they  be  thrones,  or  dominions,  or  principalities,  or  powers. 
•All  things  were  created  by  him,  and  to  be  in  subjection  to  him.     He  therefore  must  be  before 

*  all  things.     And  by  him  all  things  are  preserved.     And  he  is  the  head  of  the  church,  which  is^ 

*  is  his  body,* 

Heb.  i.  1, 2.  "  God  hath  in  these  last  days  spoken  unto  us  by  his  Son,  whom  he  hath  appointed- 
heir  of  all  things,  by  whom  also  he  made  the  worlds."  In  his  notes  upon  these  last  words,  the 
same  learned  expositor  says:  *  As  from  other  places  it  appears,  that  Christ  was  employed  in, 

*  making  the  world,  so  this  seems  most  agreeable  to  the  scope  of  the  writer  of  the  epistle  to  the 

*  Hebrews.  His  intention  appears  to  be,  to  give  the  loftiest  and  most  noble,  account  of  his 
'.  greatness  and  dignity,  abstractedly  from  what  he  proceeds  to  afterwards,  the  honour  conferred 
«  upon  him  at  his  resurrection.     Now  since  he  so  expressly  mentions  that  which  may  seem  a  less» 

*  instance  of  his  greatness,  that  "  he  upholds  all  things;"  it  is  not  probable,  that  he  would  omit 
^  that  which  was  greater,  God's  creating  the  worids  by  him.* 

.  Of  the  Word,  or  Son  of  God,  these  learned  men  do  also  generally  understand  Prov.  viii. 
22— SI. 

Well,  then,  the  Son  being,  according  to  this  scheme,  the  first  derived  being,  and  God  having 
made  the  world  by  him :  what  was  the  station,  what  the  employment,  what  the  dignity  of  tlie 
Son  of  God  before  his  incarnation  ? 

The  learned  annotator  before  quoted,  in  his  notes  upon  Philip,  ii.  9,  says  :  *  The  scriptures 
seem  to  represent  this  to  have  been  the  state  of  things  antecedently  to  our  Saviour's  coming 
intq  the  world :  that  God  allotted  to  the  angels  provinces  and  domimons,  one  being  appointed 

to  preside  over  one  country,  and  another  over  another.- The  places  as  evidences  of  tnis,  are 

all  taken  out  of  Dan.  x ;  where  is  related  a  vision  of  an  angel  sent  to  Daniel  in  th^  third  year 
of  Cyrus  king  of  Persia.— —Thus  he  speaks,  ver.  13.  "  The  prince  of  the  kingdom  of  Persia 
withstood  me  one  and  twenty^  days :  but  lo,  Michael,  one,"  or  the  first  "  of  the  chief  princes, 
came  to  help  me."— —Afterwards,  in  the  two  last  verses  of  that  chapter,  the  same  angel  says : 
**  Now  will  1  return  to  fight  with  the  prince  of  Persia.  And  when  I  am  gone  forth,  lo,  the 
prince  of  Grsecia  shall  come.  But  I  will  shew  thee  what  is  noted  in  the  scripture  of  truth. 
And  there  is  none  that  holdeth  with  me  in  these  things,  but  Michael  your  prince."  So  that, 
as  this  learned  writer  proceeds,  we  have  here  the  prince  of  Persia,  the  prince  of  Graecia,  and 
the  prince  of  the  Jews,  spoken  of.  And  what  reason  can  we  have  to  question,  whether  the 
like  was  not  the  case  of  the  other  countries,  that  they  had  in  like  manner  their  respective  pre- 
sidents or  princes  ?     This  leads  us  farther  to  consider  the  state  of  our  Saviour  himself  before 

his  incarnation As  the  heathen  nations  were  committed  to  other  angels,  tlie  Israelites  were 

committed  to  Christ,  who  was  the  angel  of  the  covenant,  or  of  God's  covenanted  people.'     So 
that  learned  writer. 

There  may  be  difierent  conceptions  concerning  Christ,  among  those  who  must  be  allowed  to 
be  in  the  main  of  this  opinion.  They  all  suppose  the  Word,  or  Son  of  God,  to  be  a  being  dis- 
tinct from  God  the  Father,  subordinate  and  inferior  to  him.  But  some  may  ascribe  to  him  higher 
dignity  than  others.    [And]  we  have  just  now  seen,  that  one  and  the  same  person,  who  thinks 
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that  all  things  were  made  by  the  Son,  supposeth  him  before  his  incarnation  to  havB  had  ooly^  (mt 
chiefly,  the  care  and  government  of  the  Jewish  people  allotted  to  him :  whilst  other  angels  were 
appointed  presidents  or  princes  of  other  nations  and  countries* 

One  thing  ought  to  be  added  here.     They  who  are  of  this  sentiment  do  ^ner^lly  suppose, 
that  this  great  being,  the  Word,  the  Son  of  God,  upon  our  Saviour's  conception  and  birtn,  ani^^ 
mated  the  body  prepared  for  him.     So  that  our  Saviour  had  not,  properly,  a  human  soul.     But 
the  Word,  the  Son  of  God,  supplied  the  place  of  a  soul. 

The  Spirit,  or  Holy  Ghost,  the  learned  men  of  this  sentiment,  I  presume,  take  to  be  a  being, 
or  intelligent  agent,  inferior  in  power  and  perfection,  not  only  to  God  the  Father,  but  likewise 
to  the  Son  of  God. 

According  to  these  therefore  the  Father  is  the  one  supreme  God  over  all,  absolutely  eternal, 
tmderived,  unchangeable,  independent. 

The  Son  is  the  first  derived  being  from  the  Father,  and  under  him  employed  in  creating,  and 
aSso  preserving  and  upholding  the  world,  with,  as  some  say,  an  especial  allotment  of  the  president-' 
ship  over  the  people  of  Israel. 

The  Spirit  is  a  third  person,  also  derived  from  the  Father,  and  of  power  and  perfection  inferior 
to  the  Son. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  give  here,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  a  true  representation.  If  I  have 
juistaken,  it  is  not  done  willingly  and  designedly.     And  I  shall  be  ready  to  be  better  informed. 

liCt  lis  now  apply  this  scheme  to  the  text :  or  see,  how  it  is  explained  by  the  favourers  of  this 
sentiment.  And  I  hope  to  have  here  again  the  assistance  of  the  same  learned  divine  and  com- 
mentator, who  has  been  quoted  already  several  times. 

Ver.  5,  6.  "  Let  this  mind  be  in  you,  which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus :  who  being  in  the  form 

*  of  God,  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  wiih  God.**     Ye  ought  to  be  of  such  a  kind  and 

*  beneficent,  of  such  a  humble  and  condescending  disposition,  as  Christ  Jesus  himself  was :  who 

*  being  in  the  form  or  likeness  of  God,  was  not  eager  m  retaining  that  likeness  to  God.* 

The  "  form  of  GoH*'  is  farther  explained  in  this  manner,  p.  26.     He  was  in  the  form  or 

*  likeness  of  God,  upon  account  of  that  authority,  dominion,  and  power,  with  which  he  was  in- 

*  trusted,  and  which  he  exercised  antecedently  to  his  coming  into  the  world.; — Our  Saviour  iante- 
« cedently  to  his  incarnation,  having  the  Jews  committed  to  him  of  God,  and  being  prince  of  that 

*  people,  or  the  King  of  Israel,  was  in  the  form  and  likeness  of  God. 

*  Who  being  in  the  form  or  likeness  of  God,  was  not  eager  in  retaining  that  likeness  to  God; 

*  but  on  the  contrary  he  emptied  himself  of  that  form  of  God,  taking  upon  him  a  very  different 
«  form  or  likeness,  even  that  of  a  servant,  when  he  was  made  in  the  hTceness  of  men.' 

And  for  explaining  this  last  particular  it  is  added  by  the  same  interpreter  in  his  notes :  *  If 

*  it  be  here  inquired,  why  does  St.  Paul  say,  "  he  was  in  the  likeness  of  men?**     Was  he  not 

*  truly  and  properly  a  man ?  The  answer  is  easy,  that  "men**  signifies  such  animated  bodies  as 
«  ours  are,  inhabited  each  by  a  rational  soul.  And  so,  as  to  his  body,  he  was  in  all  respects  a 
«  man,  just  as  we  are,  he  having  taken  part  with  us  in  flesh  and  b|pod,  and  having  a  body  prepared 

*  for  him.  The  "  likeness**  therefore  belongs  not  to  that,  but  to  the  other  part  of  man,  the  tj 
«  iirf/xov/Mov,  the  rational  spirit:  wherein  he  was  vastly  more  than  man,  the  Word,  or  Logos,  that 

*  was  in  the  form  of  God,  being  so  transcendently  superior  to  the  most  noble  soul  that  ever  inha- 

*  bited  any  other  human  flesh. 

^  "  And  being  found  in  fashion  as  a  mart,  he  humbled  himself,  and  became  obedient  to  death/ 

*  even  the  death  of  the  cross.**     And  though  his  becoming  man  was  a  great  instance  of  humility 

*  and  condescension,  yet  he  did  not  stop  at  that :  but  when  he  was  [actually]  in  the  same  con- 

*  dition  and  state  with  men,  he  humbled  himself  yet  farther  by  becoming  obedient  to  God  unto 

*  death,  and  that  'too  the  death  of  the  cross,  which  was  attended  with  the  greatest  reproach  as 
« well  as  torment.* 

Ver.  9,  10,  XL*"  Wherefore  God  also  hath  highly  exalted  him,  and  given  him  a  name,  which 
*'  is  ebove  every  name,  that  at  the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee  should  bow,  of  things  in  heaven,  and 

*  things  on  earth,  and  things  under  the  earth ;  and  that  every  tongue  should  confess,  that  Jesus 

*  Christ  is  Lord  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father.'* .  And  upon  this  account  God  has  ^advanced 
^VoA  higher  than  before,  and  freely  bestowed  on  him  an  authority  that  is  superior  td  what  he 

*  ev#r  granted  to  anv  other :  that  by  virtue  of  the  authority  of  Jesus  all  should  be  constrained  to 
^  pulMPit  to  God:  whether  they  are  heavenly  or  earthly  [beings],  or  such  as  are  undej:.tt^^3furtb : 
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*  and  that  every  tongue  should  acknowledge  that  Jesus  Christ  is,  by  this  gift  of  God,  Lord  of  aU» 

*  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father/ 

This  exaltation,  or  superior  exaltation  of  Christ  above  what  he  had  before,  is  illustrated  by 
the  same  learned  expositor  in  his  notes  after  this  manner :  *  When  our  Lord  came  into  the  world, 
^  he  laid  aside  that  lorm  of  God  he  was  in  before,  and  was  made  for  a  little  time,  that  is,  till  his 

*  resurrection,  lower  than  the  angels,  they  still  continuing  their  dominion,  while  he  parted  with 

*  his.     At  our  Lord's  resurrection  an  entire  change  was  made  in  this  state  of  things,  and  an  end 

*  was  put  to  this  rule  of  angels :  they  themselves,  together  with  all  nations,  were  put  under  one 

*  head,  even  Christ,  whose  authority  and  power  was  then  so  highly  advanced  above  what  it  was 

*  before ;  he  being  intrusted  with  an  universal  dominion,  and  all  that  were  rulers  and  governors 
«  before  being  made  his  subjects  and  ministers/ 

I  have  been  the  longer  in  representing  this  scheme,  that  I  might  shew  it  to  as  much  advan* 
tage  as  possible.     And  now  I  shall  propose  some  objections-  to  it. 

One  observation,  which  I  mention  in  tlie  first  place,  relates*  to-  a  particuUr.  article  in  this 
scheme. 

It  is  not  reasonable  that  the  Word,  the  Son  of  God,  the  first  derived  being  who  had  been 
employed  under  God  the  Father  in  making  all  things,  should,  some  time  after  the  world  was 
made,  have  so  limited  dominion.  aiKl  authority^  as  to  be  the  president  and  governor  of  the  Jewish 
people  only:  whilirt  other  angels  had  Uke  power  and  dominion  over  other  people  and  countries. 

What  reason  can  be  assigned^  why  the  being,  who  under  God  the  Fatlier  had  been  creator  of 
all  tiling,  visible  and  invisible,  should  be  put  quite,  or  well  nigh,  upon  a  level  with  bis  creatures? 
ITiere  is  iK>  ground,  from  reason  or  scripture,.  tO; believe  any  voluntary  or.  imposed  humiliation 
of  the  Son  of  God  before  his  incarnation. 

I  might  likewise  ask  what  reason  can  be  assigned,  why  any  good  angels  should,  after  our 
Lord^  resurrection  and  ascension,,  be  deprived  ot  any  advantages  which  they  before  enjoyed  ? 
For  it  may  be  well  supposed,  that  if  they  were  acquainted  with  our  Lord's  transactions  here  on 
earth,  by  the  will  of  the  Father,  for  the  good  of  mankind,  they  approved,  admired,  and  applauded 
them.  And  some  of  th£t  angels  may  nave  been^  yea,  were  employed  in.  attending  upon,  and 
ministering  to  Jesus,  whilst  he  dwelt  on.  this- earth.. 

However  this  may  be  reckoned  by  some  to  be  an  exception  only  tt)  the  scheme  ofTthe  learned 
commentator  before*  cited :  I  therefore  place  these  observations  here  by  themselves. 

But  for  the  present,,  setting  that  aside,  all,  I  think,  who  are  in  this  scheme,  that  the  Wordt 
the  Son  of  God,,  is  a  distinct  beings  inferior  ta  God.  the  Father,  suppose,  that  he  was  employed 
imder  God  the  Father^  ia-  creating  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  and  all  things  that  are  therein^ 
that  afterwards. he  wasineamate^. humbled  himself,  suffered  and  died,  and  was  exalted. 

Against  this  scheme  then,  as  distinguishedfiom  the  foregoing  particular  (though  that  has  been 
introduced  as  a  plausible  supposition  V I  object  as-foUows. 

1.  The  Lord  Jesus,  in  the  New  Testament,  is  often  spoken  of  as  <<aman;^'  which  means  a 
being  with  a  reasonable  soul  and  human.bod^rv.  But,  if  the  Word,  a  transcendently  great  and 
excellent  spirit^,  far  superior  to  human  souls^  animated  the  body  of  Jesus,.,  as  asoul,  thenour  Lord 
was  not,,  properly  speaking,,  a  man  r  though  this  be  often  said  in<  seripture,  and  spoken  of  as  a 
thing  of  importance.  I  do  not  now  alledge  any  texts  by  way  of  proof.  There  may  be  occasion 
to  produce  them,  distinctly  in  anotiiier  place 

2.  It  a{4>ears  tabe  an  impropriety,^  ^nd  incongruity,  that  any  spirit,  except  a  human  soul, 
should  animate  a  human  body.  It  would»  I  apprehend,  be  an  incongruity  not  parallelled  in  any 
of  the  works  of  God,  of  whidi  we  have  any  knowledge. 

3.  Jesus  Christ,  as*  we  evidently  know  from  his  history  in  the  gospels,  had  all  the  innocent,, 
sinless  infirmities  of  the  human  nature.  He  was  weary  with  joumeyings,  he  hungred,  and  had 
thirst;  he  needed  the  refreshment  of  food,  and  of  rest,  or  sleep  :  and  he  endured  pain,  and  at 
some  times  piercing  affliction  and  grief,  and  at  last'  died.. 

But  this  could  not  have  been,  supposing  the  body  of  Jesus  to  have  been  animated  by  so  tran- 
scendently powerful  and  aetive  a  spirit  as  the  Word,  or  the  Son  of  God,  in  this  scheme  is  supposed 
to  be.  lie  could  not  have  been  diminished  or  weakened  thereby.  Supposii^  such  an  union  of 
so  great  a  spirit  with  ai  human  body,  it  would  swallow  it  up.  I  mean,  that  spirit  would  not  be 
.straitened  and  confined,  or  diminished  by  the  body,  but  would  infuse  vigour,  and  activity  into  the 
:body :  so  that  it  would  be  no  longer  liable  to  the  wellnesses  to  which  human  bodies  actuated 

2s2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Sl6  '  PostJiumous  Discourses  on  the  TMnity. 

only  by  human  souls,  are  incident.  Hc/w  can  a  spirit,  creator  of  all  things  undel*  God  the  Father^ 
be  straitened  and  incommoded  by  so  small  a  portion  of  matter,  which  was  originally  created  by 
him  ?  Will  the  residence  of  so  great  a  spirit  in  a  human  body  make  no  alteration  ?  Shall  that 
body  be  still  as  feeble,  as  liable  to  wants,  and  as  sensible  to  pain,  as  an  ordinary  body,  which  had 
only  a  human  souf? 

4.  We  do  not  perceive  the  Lord  Jesus  to  insist  upon  his  pre-existent  greatness  and  glory,  as 
an  argument  of  obedience  to  his  doctrine.  He  does  not  represent  himself  to  those  who  were  his 
hearers,  as  their  creator  under  God.  But  he  says,  that  "  the  Father  had  sent  him,*'  that  he  acted 
by  commission  under  God,  and  that  the  Father  had  sealed  him,  by  the  miraculous  works  which 
he  had  enabled  him  to  do,  and  that  he  had  authority  from  him  to  do  and  teach  as  he  did. 

5.  If  so  glorious  a  being  as  the  Word,  or  Son  of  God,  is  represented  to  be  in  this  scheme,  had 
taken  upon  himself  a  human  body,  and  submitted  to  animate  and  act  in  it  as  a  soul :  that  con- 
descension would  have  been  clearly  and  frequently  shewn,  and  insisted  on  in  the  gospels  and 

.  epistles.  It  would  have  been  ^s  much  enlarged  upon  as  our  Lord's  resurrection  and  ascension  : 
but  there  are  no  clear  texts  asserting  this :  none  but  what  are  capable  of  another  sense,  and  are 
better  interpreted  in  a  different  manner. 

6.  In  this  way  Jesus  Christ  is  no  example  of  imitation  to  us :  for  no  such  thing,  as  the  conk 
descension  just  represented,  is  required  of  us.  We  are  not  taught  to  be  willing  to  descend  into 
some  inferior  specjes  of  beings,  and  therein  to  be  debilitated  and  incommoded,  and  lose  all  our 
rationality,  for. a  while  at  least.  But  what  we  are  taught  is,  that  we  should  act  modestly  and 
meekly  in  the  condition  assigned  us,  and  in  which  God  has  made  4is. 

7*  If  the  body  of  Jesus  had  been  animated  by  so  great  a  spirit  as  its  soul,  there  would  have 
b^en  nothing  at  all  extraordinary  iu  his  resurrection  and  ascension.  And  yet  how  does  the 
apostle  labour  in  describing  this  great  instance  of  divine  power?  Eph.  i.  19,  20.  " That  ye  may 
know  what  is  the  exceeding  greatness  of  his  power  to  us-ward,  who  believe,  according  to  the 
working  of  his  mighty  power :  which  he  wrought  in  Christ,  when  he  raised  him  from  the  dead, 
and  set  him  at  his  own  right  hand  in  the  heavenly  places."  But  what  is  there  extraordinary  in 
it,  that  a  being  who  under  God  had  made  the  world,  should  be  raised  up,  and  ascend,  and  be 
seated  in  the  heavenly  places,  where  he  had  been  long  before  ? 

8.  Once  more :  this  doctrine  of  the  transcendent  glory  and  power  of  Christ  before  his  coming 
into  the  world,  is  inconsistent  with  the  representations  given  throughout  scripture  of  his  exab- 
tation  after  his  death,  as  a  reward  of  his  humility  and  obedience  upon  earth.  For  the  text, 
agreeably  to  many  others,  says :  **  Wherefore  God  also  hath  highly  exalted  him.'*  But  there  is 
no  exaltation,  to  which  any  being  can  be  advanced,  that  would  exceed  what  the  Creator  was 
entitled  to,  as  such.  Has  he  not,  as  Creator,  under  God,  of  all  things  visible  and  invisible,  a 
natural  right  to  dominion  and  authority  over  them,  and  to  precedence  before  and  above  all  others  ? 
How  then  could  dominion  and  authority  over  all  things  be  the  reward  of  Christ's  humility  and 
patience,  and  other  virtues  here  on  earth  ? 

What  adds  weight  to  this  consideration  is,  that  this  doctrine  weakens,  and  even  destroys  the 
argument  set  before  us  to  humility  and  meekness,  which  is  taken  from  the  exaltation  of  Jesus* 
For  according  to  it,  he  has  no  advancement,  and  indeed  could  have  no  advancement^  aAer  all  he 
had  done  here,  but  what  he  was  entitled  to  without  it 

I  must  not  stay  to  state  and  answer  objections.  But  there  is  one  text,  so  likely  to  occur  td 
the  thoughts  of  many,  that  it  may  be  best  to  take  notice  of  it.  It  is  in  the  prayer  recorded  John 
xvii.  where  at  ver.  5.  is  this  petition  of  our  Lord.  **  And  now,  O  Father,  glorify  thou  me  with 
the  glorify,  which  I  had  with  thee  before  the  world  was.'*  If  any  should  urge  this  text,  as  an 
objection  against  some  things  just  said,  I  would  answer:  the  most  likely  meaning  of  these  words 
is  to  this  purpose.  Our  Lord  was  here  approaching  to  the  affecting  scene  of  his  last  sufferings, 
and  the  conclusion  of  his  life  here  on  earth,  in  which  he  had  acted  with  great  zeal  and  faithful^ 
ness  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  men.  And  having  so  fulfilled  the  commission  given 
him,  he  solemnly  and  humbly  addresses  God,  saying,  •*  I  have  glorified  thee  on  earth.  I  have 
finished  the  work,  which  thou  gavest  me  to  do.  And  now,  O  Father,  glorify  thou  me  with  the 
^ory  which  I  had  with  thee  before  the  world  was :"  that  is,  which  had  beeii  always,  and  from  the 
beginning  designed  for  me.  So  Rev.  xiii.  8.  "The  lamb  slain,"  that  is  designed  to  be  slain, 
•*  before  the  foundation  of  the  world."  Eph.  L  4.  "  According  as  he  has  chosen  us  in  him, 
before  the  foundation  of  the  world."    CoL  iii.  S.  «<  Youlr  life  is  bid  with  Christ  in  God.''    See 
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fdso  Eph.  iii.  9,  and  Matt.  xxv»  34 ;  and  other  like  places.  So  the  glory,  which  was  to  ^e  the  re- 
ward of  what  Jesus  i^ould  do  on  earth,  was  always  with  God.  It  was  "  with  him,'*  in  his  pur- 
pose :  "  hid  with  him,  before  the  world  was.*'  To^  the  like  effect  St.  Augustin  *  very  largely. 
And  if  ther^  is  any  reward  annexed  to  our  Lord^s  services  and  sufferings  here  on  earth,  (as  cer- 
tainly there  is)  very  probably  that  is  what  is  here  intended. 

These  things  I  have  now  proposed  to  your  consideration.  I  do  not  dictate.  But  let  it  be 
considered,  whether  this  scheme  be  not  attended  with  difficulties.  Many  pious  and  learned  men 
may  have  taken  it  up,  for  avoiding  difficulties  in  the  commonly  received  doctrine.  Nevertheless 
this  also  may  be  found  to  have  difficulties  that  must  weaken  the  persuasion  of  its  truth  and 
probability. 

Grod  willing,  I  intend  to  represent  another  opinion  hereafter.  For  the  present  I  shall  con- 
clude with  the  following  remarks.  ^ 

We  may  hence  receive  instruction.  We  should  not  be  too  much  opinionated  of  ourselves, 
because  we  know  more  truths  than  others.  Let  us  rather  suppose  that  we  may  be  mistaken ; 
sensible,  that  in  many  points  of  speculation  there  are  difficulties  which  may  be  overlooked  by  usj; 
and  that  our  scheme  may  be  liable  to  objections  which  we  have  not  observed.  Neither  all  wisdom, 
nor  all  truth  is  monopolized  by  any  one  man,  or  sect  of  men.  He  who  has  gained  truth  fairly, 
by  impaii^al  and  laborious  examination  and  inquiry,  will  be  under  little  temptation  to  insult  or 
despise  others  whom  he  thinks  to  be  in  error  or  ignorance,  if  they  be  but  open  to  conviction. 
He  knows  that  things  appear  in  different  lights  to  different  persons,  and  to  tne  same  person  at 
different  times.  He  has,  perhaps^  been  positive  in  some  points,  which  he  has  afterwards  seen  to  be 
mistaken  opinions ;  though  he  was  dl  the  while  sincere.  He  must  therefore  allow  the  innocence 
of  error  in  some  cases.  Let  us  not  be  too  desirous  that  others  should  agree  with  us  in  opinion. 
Let  us  love  and  honour  them,  if  they  are  honest  and  virtuous ;  which  many  may  be,  who  are 
not  of  the  same  sentiment  with  us,  and  see  not  things  in  the  same  light  that  we  do.  If  we 
desire  to  experience  moderation  from  others,  let  us  show  it  ourselves,  as  there  is  occasion.  Let 
not  our  faith,  our  knowledge,  or  opinion  of  it,  produce  arrogance  and  censoriousness.  But  as 
St.  James  directs ;  if  we  are  wise  men,  and  endued  with  knowledge,  let  us  show  out  of  a  good 
tx>nversation  our  works  with  meekness  of  wisdom.  Jam.  iii.  13. '  Or,  let  us  show  our  wisdom  by 
a  truly  pious  and  virtuous  conversation,  and  by  meekness  of  behaWour  towards  others* 


DISCOURSE  IIL 

Let  this  wind  be  in  you^  which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus.    Philip,  ii.  5— ll.    And  what  follows. 

J  HAVE  proposed  to  explain  this  text  largely  and  distinctly.  And  though  this  design  may  lead 
me  to  be  somewhat  controversial,  and  to  treat  some  points,  which  are,  and  lon^  have  been  dia*- 
puted  among  Christians ;  I  have  hoped  that  I  should  have  no  reason  to  declme  freedom  and 
plainness  of  expression.  It  is  very  common  for  men  in  public,  as  well  as  private  discourses,  to 
assert  their  own  sentiment^  and  to  refute,  or  do  what  lies  in  their  power,  to  reftite  the  schemes 
and  sentiments  of  others.  Nor  is  it  uncommon  for  men  of  low  rank  and  condition,  to  think 
themselves  capable  judges  of  what  are  reckoned  the  most  sublime  and  mysterious  doctrines,  and 
to  pass  sentences,  not  very  favourable,  upon  those  who  are  of  a  different  opinion  from  themselves*. 
There  cannot  be  then,  I  apprehend,  any  sufficient  reason  to  condemn  an  attempt  to  represent 
in  a  fair  and  impartial  manner  divers  sentiments  concerning  the  Deity,  and  the  person  of  Christ, 
together  with  the  reasons  and  arguments  by  which  they  are  supported, 

*  Ctttp  ergo  videret  iHiin  prsdestiuatae  sue  clarificationis  quam  habui  apnd  te^.  id  est  j  illam  claritatem,  qnain  iiaboi 

venisse  jam  tecninis;  ut  et  nunc  fieret  in  rcdditiooe,  quod  apad  te  in  prxdestinatione  tua,  tempui  est,  ut  apnd  te  babeam 

.  fuerat  m  praedestinatione  jam  factum,  oravit,  dicens : ''  £t  nunc  etiam  viveos  in  dextera  tua*  tn  Joan.  Evang.  cap.  xvii.  tract, 

clarifica  me  tu  Pater  rpud  teipsam  claritate,  quam  babui  pn-  105^  p.  8>  torn.  IIL  Bened.  p^  2, 
Usquam  mundus  esset,  apud  te :  tanquam  diceret^  daritatem 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SI  8  Posthttmoiis  Discourses  on  &ie  Trinity. 

I  Jiave  already^considered  two  schemes,  concerniQg  the  Deity,  and  a  Trinity,  and  the  pel:- 
son  of  Christ :  one,  that  which  is  reckoned  the  commonly  received  opinion,  or  orthodox  :  tiie 
other  sometimes  called  Arianism.  The  third,  to  be  now  considered,  is  sometimes  called  the 
doctrine  of  the  Unitarians  or  the  Nazareans.  These  believe  that  there  is  one  God  alone,  even 
the  Father,  eternal,  almighty,  possessed  of  all  perfe^ions,  without  any  defects,  or  limits,  un* 
changeable,  the  creator  of  all  tnings  visible  and  invisible,  the  supreme  Lord  and  Governor  of 
the  world,  whose  providential  care  upholds  all  things,  who  spoke  to  the  patriarchs  in  the  early 
ages  of  the  world,  to  the  people  of  Israel  by  Moses,  ana  other  prq)hets,  and  in  these  li^r 
ages  of  the  world  to  all  mankind  by  Jesus  Christ,  and  by  him  will  distribute  equal  recompenses 
to  all  according  to  their  behaviour  in  this  world. 

Forfarther  illustrating  this. point,  it  will  be  proper  to  show  more  distinct v  the  opinion  of 
those  persons  concerning  God  tne  Father,  or  the  Divine  Unityj  the  pecsoa  of  Christ,  and  the 
Holy  Spirit.       • 

First,  Concerning  God  the  Father,  or  the  Divine  Unity ;  which  appears  to  be  the  doctrine 
of  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end. 

Moses,  the  Jewish  lawgiver,  and  their  greatest  prophet,  before  the  gospel  dispensation,  be- 
gins his  five  books  with  an  account  of  the  creation  of  the  worhh 

The  first  of  the  ten  commandments,  delivered  with  so  great  solemnity  tathe  Jewish  peq[de, 
soon  after  their  deliverance  from  Egyptian  bondage,  and  before  they  were  put  into  possession  erf* 
Canaan,  as  a  distinct  and  independent  nation  and  people,  is,  "  I  am  the  jLocd  thy  God,  who 
have  brought  thee  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  out  of  tne  houte  of  bondage.  Thou  shalt  have 
no  other  Gods  before  me,"  Exod.  xx.  1,  2  ;  that  is,  before  ray  feee,.  in  my  sight,  to  which  all 
things  are  open,  from  whom  no  deviation  from  this  law  can  be  hid,  and  will  be  overlboked  and 
nnresented.  In  the  fourth  i>f  those  ten  laws  or  commandments  it  is  said,  "  Remember  tiie 
sabbath  day  to  keep  it  holy— —For  in  six  days  the  Lord  made  heavea  and  earthy,  the  sea^  and 
all  that  in  them  is,  and  rested  the  seventh  day,"  ver.  10^  11^ 

After  the  rehearsal  of  those  ccmnmandments,  and  oAer  things  in  the  book  <rf  Deuteronomy, 
it  is  said,  '*  Hear,  O  Israel,  the  Lord  our  God  is  one  Lord,**  Dent.  vi.  4. 

Ps.  Ixxxiii.  18.  <<  Tliat  men  may  know,  that  thoui,  whose  name  alone  is  Jehovah,,  art  the 
most  lugh  over  all  the  earth/* 

Is.  xl.  28.  «  Hast  thou  not  known,  hast  thou  not  heard^  that  the  everlasting  God,  the  creator 
^the  ends  of  the  earth,  fainteth  not,  nor  is  weary?** 

Is.  xliv.  6.  "  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  the  king  of  Israel,  and"  his  Redeemer,  the  Lord  of  hosts : 

I  am  the  first,  and  I  am  the  last ^And  beside  me  there  is  no  God.**  Ver.  8.  **  Is  there  a  God 

beside  me?  Yea,  there  is  no  God.  I  kn<ww  not  any/*  Ver.  34.**«  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  thy 
Redeemer,  and  he  that  formed  thee  from  the  womb :  I  am  the  Lord  that  maketh  all  things, 
that  stretcheth  forth  the  heavens  alone,  that  spreadeth  abroad  the  earth  by  myself.'* 

Such,  then,  is  the  doctrine  of  the  Old  Testament.  There  is^one  God;  even  Jehovah,  eternal, 
unchangeable,  tiie  creator  of  the  lieavens  and  the  earth,  and  all  things  therein,  the  Lord,  God, 
and  King  of  Israel. 

Let  us  now  observe  the  doctrine  of  the  New  Testament,  which,  if  from  heaven,  cannot  be 
different,  but  must  be  harmonious  with  that  of  the  Old. 

Matt.  iv.  9,  10.  When  Satan  tempted  our  Lord,  and  said,  •♦^  All  these  things  will  I  give  thee, 
if  thou  wilt  fall  down  and  worship  me.  Jesus  said  unto  him,  Get  thee  hence,  Satan  ;  for  it  is 
written.  Thou  shah  worship  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  him  only  shalt  tiiou  serve.**    See  Deut.  vi. 
13,  and  X.  20. 

Mark  xii.  28 — 34.     ♦*  And  one  of  the  scribes  came, and  asked  him,  which  is  the  first 

commandment  of  all?  And  Jesus  answered  him :  The  first  of  all  the  commandments  is.  Hear, 
O  Israel,  the  Lord  our  God  is  one  Lord*    And  thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy 

heart,  and  with  all  thy  mind,  and  with  all  thy  strength.    This  is  the  first  commandment And 

the  scribe  said  unto  him.  Well,  Master,  thou  hast  said  the  truth  ;  for  there  is  one  God,  and  there 

is  none  other  but  he And  when  Jesus  saw  that  he  answered  discreetly,  he  said.  Thou  art  not 

far  from  the  kingdom  of  God.**    See  Deut.  vi.  4,  5. 

Luke  xviii.  18, 19-  "  And  a  certain  ruler  asked  him,  saying,  Good  Master,  what  shall  I 
do  fo  inherit  eternal  life  ?  And  Jesus  said  unto  him,  Why  callest  thou  me  good  ?  There  is  none 
^ood,  save  one,  that  is  God.'* 
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StAok  xyiu  1— S.  '<  These  words  spake  Jesus,  and  liil  up  his  eyes  to  heaven,  and  said,  Father, 
the  hour  is  come,  glorify  thy  Son,  that  thy  Son  also  may  glorify  thee.  As  thOu  hast  given  him 
power  over  all  flesh,  that  he  should  give  eternal  life  to  as  many  as  thou  hast  ^ven  him.  And 
this  is  life  eternal,  that  they  might  know  thee  the  only  true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ,  whom  thou 
kast  sent." 

Our  Lord  therefore,  we  see,  prays  to  God,  even  the  Father,  his  Father,  and  our  Father,  his 
God,  and  our  God."  John  xx.  I7.     And  gives  to  him  the  character  of  "  the  only  true  God.'* 

It  might  be  here  not  improperly  observed  farther,  that  God,  even  the  Father,  is  he,  in 
whose  name,  and  by  whose  authority  our  Lord  professed  to  act,  whose  will  he  did,  t^  whom  he 
resigned  himself,  whose  glory  ultimately,  and  above  all  things,  he  sought,  and  not  his  own. 

John  v.  30.  **  I  can  of  my  ownself  do  nothing.  "  As  I  hear  I  judge.  And  my  judgment 
is  just,  because  I  seek  not  my  own  will,  but  the  will  of  the  Father  which  sent  me."  Ver.  36^ 
«*  But  I  have  greater  witness  than  that  of  John.  For  the  works  which  the  Father  hath  given 
me  to  finish,  ttie  same  works  that  I  do  bear  witness  of  me,  that  the  Fatlier  hath  sent  me." 
Ver.  43.  "  I  am  come  in  my  Father's  name,  and  ye  receive  me  not." 

John  vii.  16.  "  Jesus  answered  them,  and  said.  My  doctrine  is  not  mine,  but  his  that 
sent  me."  John  xii.  49.  "  For  I  have  not  spoken  of  myself.  But  the  Father  which  sent  me, 
he  gave  me  commandment,  what  I  should  say,  and  what  I  should  speak.'' 

The  apostles  of  Christ  were  unanimous,  and  after  their  Lord's  resurrection  and  ascension  to 
heaven,  pray,  and  preach  as  he  had  done. 

Acts  iii.  1%  13.  After  the  healing  of  the  lame  man  that  sat  at  the  gate  of  the  temple,  the 
people  ran  together  to  Peter  and  John.  "When  Peter  saw  it,  he  answered  unto  the  people. 
Ye  men  of  Israel,  why  marvel  ye  at  this  ?  The  God  of  Abraham,  and  of  Isaac,  and  of  Jacob, 
the  God  of  our  fathers,  hath  glorified  his  Son  Jesus,  whom  ye  delivered  up."  It  is  the  God 
of  the  patriarchs  and  prophets,  in  whose  name  they  act,  by  whom,  they  supposed,  their  miracles 
were  wroi^ght,  for  confirming  the  authority  and  doctrine  of  Jesus. 

AAerwards,  when  delivered  from  a  great  danger,  Acts  iv.  23 — 30.  **  And  being  let  go,  they 
went  to  their  own  company,  and  reported  all  that  the  chief  priests  and  elders  had  said  unto 
them.  And  when  they  heard  that,  they  lifted  up  their  voices  to  God,  and  said.  Lord,  thou  art 
God  who  hast  made  heaven  and  earth,  and  the  sea,  and  all  that  is  therein  And  now.  Lord, 
behold  their  threatenings,  and  grant  unto  thy  servants  that  with  all  boldness  they  may  speak  thy 
word,  by  stretching  forth  thy  hand  to  h^,  and  that  signs  and  wonders  maybe  done  by  the  name 
of  thy  holy  child,"  servant,  "Jesus."  And  ch.  v.  29—31,  before  the  whole  Jewish  council: 
"  Then  Peter  and  the  other  apostles  answered,  and  said.  We  ought  to  obey  God  rather  than 
men.  The  God  of  our  fathers  raised  up  Jesus,  whom  ye  slew  and  hanged  on  a  tree.  Him  hath 
God  exalted  with  his  right  hand,  to  be  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour,  t6  give  repentance  to  Israel  and 
forgiveness  of  sins." 

Thus  they  ascribe  the  gospel  dispensation  to  the  one  God,  creator  of  heaven  and  earth,  the 
God  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  and  of  the  people  of  Israel. 

To  the  same  God  the  apostles  oifer  up  prayers  and  praises  in  their  epistles. 

Says  St.  Paul,  Eph.  iii.  14.     «  For  this  cause  I  bow  my  knees  to  the  Father  of  our  Lord 

Jesus  Christ And  St.  Peter,  1  Ep.  i.  3.  "  Blessed  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus 

Christ" Eph.  V.  20.  "  Giving  tlianks  always  for  all  things  unto  God,  even  the  Father,  in  the 

name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

In  many  other  places  of  their  epistles  the  apostles  expressly  teach,  that  there  is  but  one  God^ 
even  the  Father. 

1  Cor.  viii.  4,  5,  6.  «  We  know  that  an  idol  is  nothing,  and  that  there  is  none  other  God 
but  one.  For  though  there  be,  that  are  called  gods,  whetJier  in  heaven  or  in  earth  (as  there  be 
gods  many,  and  lords  many)  yet  to  us  there  is  but  one  God,  the  Father,  of  whom  are  all 
things,  and  we  in  him,  and  one  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  [by  whom  are  all  things,]  and  we  by  him." 

2  Cor.  xi.  31.  "  The  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ :  or  God  even  the  Father 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  blessed  for  evermore,  knoweth  that  I  lie  not." 

1  Tim.  i.  17-  **  Now  unto  the  King  eternal,  immortal,  and  invisible,  the  only  wise  Grodt 
be  honour  and  glory  for  ever.'* 

1  Tim.  vi.  15,  16.  "  Which  in  liis  time  he  shall  shew,  who  is  the  blessed  and  only  poten- 
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tate,  the  King  of  kings,   and  Lord  of  lords,   who  only  hath  immortaiity-*— -To  ivhoift  be 
honour  and  power  everlasting/' 

Jude  V.  ^.  *^  To  the  only  wise  God,  our  Saviour,  be  glory  and  majesty,  dominion  and 
power,  now  and  ever/'  ^ 

Eph.  iv.  5,  6.  ^<  There  is  one  L(H*d,  one  faith,  one  baptism,  one  God  and  Father  of  all,  "t^ho 
is  above  all,  and  through  all,  and  in  you  all/' 

And  in  this  second  chapter  of  the  epistle  to  the  Philippjans  we  are  assured,  that  our  Lord 
has  been  exalted,  <<  that  every  tongue  should. confess,  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,  to  the  gloiy  of 
God  the  Father/' 

From  all  which  it  is  concluded,  that  there  is  one  God,  even  the  Father. 

In  the  next  place  we  are  to  observe,  what  is  the  sentiment  of  these  persons  concerning  our 
blessed  Saviour,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

And,  in  short,  their  sentiment  is,  that  he  is  a  man,  with  a  reasonable  soul  and  human  body, 
especially  favoured  of  God. 

Of  which  there  are  these  proofs.     He  was  bom  of  a  woman. 

We  have  an  account  of  our  Lord's  nativity  in  two  evangelists,  both  agreeing,  that  be  was 
bom  of  a  virgin,  and  "  conceived  by  the  Holy  Ghost,"  as  it  is  expressed  in  the  apostle's  creed. 
Matt.  i.  18 — ^25.  ^^  Now  the  birth  of  Jesus  Christ  was  on  this  wise.  When  as  his  mother 
Mary  was  espoused  to  Joseph,  before  they  came  together,  she  was  found  with  child  of  the  Holy 
Ghost, — ^Joseph,  her  husband,  was  minded  to  put  her  away  privily.  But  while  he  thought  on 
these  things,  the  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  unto  him,  in  a  dream,  saving :  Joseph,  thou  son 
of  David,  fear  not  to  take  unto  thee  Mary  thy  wife.  For  that  which  is  conceived  in  her  is  of 
the  Holy  Ghost.  And  she  shall  bring  forth  a  son.  And  thou  shalt  call  his  name  Jesus--~— Tten 
Joseph,  being  raised  from  sleep,  did  as  the  ang^l  of  the  Lord  had  bidden  him ;  and  took  unto 
him  his  wife.  And  knew  her  not  till  she  had  brought  forth  her  first4>om  son.  And  he  called 
his  name  Jesus/' 

St.  Luke  i.  26—38.  "  The  angel  Gabriel  was  sent  from  God  unto  a  citv  of  Galilee,  named 
Nazareth,  to  a  virgin,  espoused  to  a  man  whose  name  was  Joseph,  of  the  house  of  David,  and 
the  virgin's  name  was  Mary  And  the  angel  said  unto  her :  Fear  not,  Mary,  for  tiiiou  hast 
found  favour  with  God.  And  behold,  thou  shalt  conceive  in  thy  womb,  and  bring  forth  a 
son,  and  shalt  call  his  name  Jesus.  He  shall  be  great,  and  shall  be  called  the  Son  of  the  Highest. 
And  the  Lord  God  shall  give  unto  him  the  throne  of  his  &ther  David.'*  Must  not  this  be 
reckoned  full  proof,  that  Jesus  was  a  man,  and  that  it  was  designed  to  represent  him  to  us  as 
such?  Not  made  as  Adam,  but  bom  of  a  woman  ;  not  in  the  ordinary  way  of  generation,  but 
of  a  virgin,  by  the  immediate  operation  and  miraculous  power  of  God.     See  LuKe  i.  35. 

Nor  may  it  be  amiss  to  obsferve  here,  that  in  the  forecited  evangelists  are  two  pedigrees  of 
Jesus :  one  cariring  his  genealogy  up  to  David,  and  Abraham,  the  other  as  high  as  to  Adam  :^ 
to  satisfy  us  of  nis  humanity,  and  to  show  the  fulfilment  of  the  divine  promises  concerning  the 
great  person  who  was  to  come,  and  that  Jesus  was  "  the  seed  of  the  woman,"  who  should. bruise 
the  serpent's  head :  ^'  the  seed  of  Abraham,"  in  whom  all  the  families  of  the  earth  should  be 
blessed,  and  the  <<  son  of  David,"  in  whom  the  everlasting  kingdom,  promised  to  that  patriarch, 
should  be  established. 

Jesus  likewise,  being  a  man,  experienced  many  dangers  in  the  time  of  his  infancy.  Not- 
withstanding which  his  life  was  wonderfully  preserved.  Being  returned  safe  from  Egypt,  Joseph 
and  MaiT  settled  again  in  Galilee,  in  their  own  city  Nazareth.  And  it  is  observed  by  St.  Luke  ii. 
40.  "  And*  the  child  grew,  and  waxed  strong  in  spirit,  filled  with  wisdom,  and  the  grace  of 
God  was  upon  him."  JThe  same  evangelist  also  having  given  an  account  of  his  going  with  his 
parents  to  Jemsalem  at  the  feast  of  the  passover,  when  he  was  twelve  years  of  age,  adds : 
ch,  ii.  51,  52.  <<  That  he  went  down  with  them,  and  came  to  Nazareth,  and  was  subject  to 
them        And  Jesus  increased  in  wisdom  and  stature,  and  in  favour  with  God  and  man." 

It  might  be  observed,  that  when  our  Lord  appeared  publicly  in  the  world,  and  by  his  words 
and  works  showed  himsdf  to  be  the  Messiah,  ne  called  himsdf  *<  the  son  of  man  :"  and  they 
who  believed  in  him,  respectfully  addressed  to  him  in  the  character  of  *<  the  son  of  David.*' 

f  To  ti  to^im  ijt/f  orr. 
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Throusfa  the  ^diole  course  of  his  mmistry  we  perceive  him  to  have  had  all  the  innocent  in* 
ilrmities  of  human  nature.  In  the  end  he  died,  and  was  raised  from  the  dead,  in  testimony  to 
the  truth  of  the  important  doctrine  taught  by  him,  and  as  a  pattern  of  that  resurrection,  of 
which  he  assured  his  faithful  followers. 

St.  Peter  preaching  to  the  Jews  at  Jerusalem,  soon  after  our  Lord's  resurrection  and  as- 
cension, says,  Acts  ii.  22.  "  Ye  men  of  Israel,  hear  these  words:  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  a  man 
approved  of  God  among  you,  by  miracles,  wonders  and  signs,  which  God  did  by  him  in  the 
midst  of  you,  as  ye  yourselves  also  know — ^him  God  hath  raised  up.'* 

St.  Paul  preaching  at  Athens  says,  Acts  xvii.  31.  "  God  hath  appointed  a  day  in  which  he 
will  Judge  the  wofld  in  righteousness  by  that  man  whom  he  hath  ordained.'* 

Gal.  iv.  4.  **  When  the  fulness  of  time  was  come,  God  sent  forth  his  Son,  made  of  a  woman, 
made  under  the  law." 

1  Tim.  ii.  5.  "  For  there  is  one  God,  and  one  mediator  between  God  and  man,  the  man 
Christ  Jesus." 

2  Tim.  ii.  8.  "  Remember,  that  Jesus  Christ  of  the  seed  of  David,  was  raised  from  the 
•dead,  according  to  my  gospel. ' 

The  apostle  to  the  Hebrews  (a  great  part  of  whose  design  in  that  epistle  is  to  represent  the 
great  dignity  of  Jesus  above  Moses,  and  as  exalted  highly  after  his  resurrection,  and  ascension 
to  heaven)  does  as  clearly  and  fully  assert  the  human  nature  of  Jesus,  as  any  writer  of  the  New 
Testament. 

The  argument  in  Heb.  ii.  14—18,  must  be  understood  to  imply  true  and  perfect  humanity, 
of  soul  as  well  as  body.  **  Forasmuch  then  as  the  children  are  partakers  of  flesh  and  blood,  he 
also  himself  likewise  took  part  of  the  same :  that  through  death  he  might  destroy  him  that  had 
the  power  of  death,  that  is,  the  devil :  and  deliver  them,  who  through  fear  of  death  were  all 
their  lifetime  subject  to  bondage.  For  verily  he  took  not  on  him  the  nature  of  angels.  But  he 
took  on  him  the  seed  of  Abraham."  The  meaning  is,  for  he  is  not  the  deliverer  of  angels,  but 
of  the  seed  of  Abraham.  <<  Wherefore  in  all  things  it  behoved  him  to  be  made  like  unto  his 
brethren,  that  he  might  be  a  merciful  and  faithful  high  priest,  in  things  pertaining  to  God,  to 
make  reconciliation  lor  the  sins  of  the  people.  For  m  tnat  he  himself  hath  been  tempted,  he  is 
able  to  succour  them  that  are  tempted  :'*  or  in  ch.  iv.  15.  "  For  we  have  not  an  high  priest, 
which  cannot  be  touched  with  the  reeling  of  our  infirmities :  but  was  in  all  things  tempted  like 
as  we  are,  yet  without  sin."  In  order  to  be  tempted  like  as  we  are,  he  must  have  been  like;  us, 
having  a  reasonable  [human]  soul  and  [human]  oody. 

The  aposde  likewise  in  the  former  part  of  that  second  chapter  of  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews 

goes  upon  the  supposition  of  the  Lord  Jesus  being  a  man,  ver.  5 — ^9.  "  For  unto  the  angels  has 
e  not  put  in  subjection  the  world  to  come,  of  which  we  speak  :  but  one  in  ^  certain  place," 
meaning  Ps.  viii.  <'  testified,  saying.  What  is  man,  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him  ?  or  the  son  of 
man,  that  thou  visitest  him  ?  Thou  madest  him  a  little  lower  than  the  angels  :  thou  crownedst 
him  with  glory  and  honour,  and  didst  set  him  over  the  works  of  thy  hands.  Thou  hast  put  all 
things  in  subjection  under  his  feet  But  we  see  Jesus,  who  was  made  a  little  lower  than  the 
angds,  that  he  by  the  grace  of  God  should  taste  death  for  every  man,  crowned  with  glory  and 
honour  for  the  suflering  of  death.** 

Well  then,  they  of  this  scheme,  from  these  and  other  texts  conclude*  Jesus  to  be  a  man^ 

•  *  Christ  is  called  the  ton  of  jnan,  not  to  deny  his  god-     '  he  is  of  oar  kind  and  nature.*  Manton  upon  Heb.  it.  t1. 

*  bead,  but  to  express  the  verity  of  his  human  nature,  and     p.  1093. 

'  that  he  was  of  our  stock  and  lineage.    He  might  have  been  Afterwards,  '  Christ  is  our  kinsman  :  not  only  true  man, 

'  true  man,  though  be  had  not  come  of  Adam,  but  his  human  '  but  the  son  of  man.  True  man  he  might  have  been,  if  God 

'  nature  had  been  framed  out  of  the  dust  of  the  ground,  as  '  had  created  him  out  of  noihing,  or  he  had  brought  his  sub- 

'  Adam's  was,  or  created  out  of  nothing.  "  But  he  that  sane-  '  stance  frofn  heaven.     But  he  is  the  .son  of  man,  one  de- 

'  tifieth,  and  they  that  are  sanctified,  are  of  one.     For  which  '  scended  from  the  loins  o(  Adam,  as  we  are.    And  so  does 

*  cause  he  is  not  ashame^)  to  call  ihem  brethren,"  Heb.  il  1 1.  '  redeem  us,  not  only  jure  proprietatis,  by  virtue  of  his  inie- 
'  He  would  be  of  the  mass  and  stock  with  us,*  Dr.  Thomas  '  rest  in  us,  as  our  Creator  j  but  jure  propinquiutis,  by  virtue 
Manton  upon  Luke  xix.  1.  Vol.  IV.  p.  883.  '  of  kindred,  as  one  of  our  stock  and  lineage :  as  the  son  of 

'  They  are  said  to  be  of  one.    This  denotes  the  union  that  '  man,  as  wdl  as  the  son  of  God.   For  Jesus  Christ,  of  all  the 

'  is  between  them.    They  are  of  one  stock  and  lineage,  or  *  kindred,  was  the  only  one  that  was  free,  and  able  to  pay  a 

'  one  common  parent  of  mankind.  Hence  Luke  canrieth  up  '  ransom  for  us/    As  before^  p.  1064. 
'  the  genealogy  of  Christ  unto  Adam.  Luke  ii.  38;  so  that 
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witji  a  reasonable  haman  soul,  and  human  body,  bom  of  the  virgin  Mary,  by  the  e^ecial  inter-* 
position  of  God  himself.  Which  leads  us  to  the  other  thing,  that  God  was  with  him. 

That  special  favour  and  privilege  is  variously  expressed.  In  the  discourse  of  Peter  at  the 
house  of  Cornelius,  before  referred  to.     Acts  x.  Sb — 38.     "  That  word  which  God  sent  unto 

-the  children  of  Israel, which  was  published  throughout  Judea,  and  began  from  Galilee,  after 

the  baptism,  which  John  preached :  how  God  anointed  Jesus  of  Nazareth  with  the  Holy  Ghost, 
and  with  power,  who  went  about  doing  good,  and  healing  all  that  were  possessed  of  the  devil. 
For  God  was  with  him." 

John  the  baptist,  near  the  conclusion  of  his  ministry,  bears  this  testimony  to  Jesus.  "  He 
whom  God  hath  sent,  speaketh  the  words  of  God.  For  God  giveth  not  the  Spirit  by  measure 
imto  him,"  John  iii.  34. 

Matt.  i.  22,  23.  ^*  Now  all  this  was  done,  that  it  might  be  fulfilled,  which  ^was  spoken  of 
the  Lord  by  the  prophet,  saying,  A  virgin  shall  conceive,  and  shall  bring  forth  a  son,  and 
they  shall  call  his  name  Emmanuel,  which,  being  interpreted,  is  God  with  us.'* 

Col.  ii.  9*     *'  For  in  him  dwelleth  all  the  fulness  of  the  Godhead  bodily,*'  or  really. 

Wliich  is  much  the  same  with  what  is  observed  by  the  evangelist  John  i.  14.  "  And  thp 
Word  was  made  flesh,  and  dwelled  among  us.  And  we  beheld  ms  glory,  the  glory,  as  of  the 
only-begotten  of  the  Father,  full  of  grace  and  truth." 

And  all  these  expressions  in  the  New  Testament  are  agreeable  to  the  descriptions  of  the 
Messiah  in  ancient  prophesy.  So  Is.  xi.  1,  2.  "  And  there  shall  come  forth  a  roci  out  of  the 
stem  of  Jesse,  and  a  branch  shall  grow  out  of  his  roots.  And  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  shall  rest 
upon  him  :  the  spirit  of  wisdom  and  understanding,  the  spirit  of  counsel  and  might,  the  spirit  of 
knowledge,  and  of  the  fear  of  the  Lord." 

Which  is  the  very  same  with  what  John  Baptist  calls  ^*  giving  the  Spirit  without  measure,*' 
John  iii.  34,  and  the  same  with  "  the  Spirit's  abiding  on  him„  and  remaining  on  himj*'  see 
John  i.  32,  33. 

For  clearing  up  this  matter,  it  should  be  observed,  that  they  who  are  of  this  opinion  do  not 
understand  by  the  Son  of  God  an  intelligent  spirit,  equal  with  God  the  Father,  and  of  the  same 
substance  and  power,  nor  an  angelical,  or  superangelical  spirit,  formed  before  the  creation  of 
this  material  and  visible  world.  But,  in  their  apprehension,  it  is  the  man  Jesus,  who  is  the  Son 
of  God.  And  the  Son  of  God,  by  way  of  eminence  and  distinction,  or  the  well-beloved  Son 
of  God,  and  only  begotten  Son  of  God,  as  they  suppose,  are  all  terms  of  equivalent  import  and 
meaning,  denoting  the  Messiah. 

When  there  came  a  voice  from  heaven,  or  from  the  most  glorious  Majesty,  or  the  presence  of 
God,  saying :  "  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased.  "  Hear  ye  him  :**  they 
think  this  to  be  the  same,  as  a  solemn  declaration,  that  Jesus  was  the  promised  Messiah,  the 
Saviour  of  the  world,  who  knew,  and  was  to  reveal  the  will  of  God  to  others,  in  a  more  perfect 
manner  than  any  of  the  prophets  had  done. . 

The  Son  of  God,  or  the  only-begotten  Son  of  God,  is  the  man  most  dear  to  God.  He  is  the 
Christ.     And  the  Christ,  and  the  Son  of  God,  are  the  same. 

When  God  sent  Moses  back  to  Egypt,  from  whence  he  had  fled,  he  was  charged  with  this 
commission.  Exod.  iv.  22,  23.  "  Thus  shalt  thou  say  unto  Pharaoh:  thus  saith  the  Lord: 
Israel  is  my  son,  even  my  first-born.  And  I  say  unto  thee :  Let  my  son  go,  that  he  may  serve 
me.**  The  children  of  Israel  were  God's  -chosen  people,  dear  to  him,  and  his  special  care,  above 
all  people  of  the  earth.  Israel  therefore  is  called  his  son.  We  see  a  like  style  in  some  other 
texts.  Jer.  xxxi.  9.  *^  For  I  am  a  father  imto  Israel.  And  Ephraim  is* my  first-born.''  Hos.  xi.  1. 
"  When  Israel  was  a  child,  then  I  loved  him,  aud  called  my  son  out  of  Egypt." 

And  Christians,  who  believe  in  Jesus,  and  through  him,  are  brought  nigh  to  God,  are  God's 
children  and  sons :  John  i.  12.  **  As  many  as  received  him,,  to  them  gave  he  power  to  "be- 
come the  sons  of  God,  even  to  them  that  believe  on  his  name."  1  John  iii.  1.  "Behold,  what 
manner  of  love  the  Father  hath  bestowed  upon  us,  that  we  should  be  calle^  the  sons  of  God." 
Gal.  iii.  26.  "  Ye  are  all  the  children  of  God  by  faith  in  Christ  Jesus.*'  But  Jesus  "  is  the 
Son  of  God,"  by  way  of  eminence.  He  is  "  the  first-bom  among  many  brethren,''  Rom. 
viii.  29. 

How  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God,  has  been  shewn  formerly.'    I  rehearse  here  briefly  only.     He 


See  Pages  197  and  20a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


The  Kitzerean  Doctrine.  323 

is  tfie  Son  of  God,  as  he  was  born  of  a  virgin,  by  the  immediate  and  extraordinary  interposition 
crtfthe  divine  power.  He  is  the  Son  of  God,  as  he  had  the  Spirit  without  nrcasure,  and  the 
Father's  fulness  was  poured  out  upon  him  ;  or  the  Deity  dwelled  in  him.  And  he  was  afterwards 
declared  to  be  the  Son  of  God  by  his  resurrection  from  the  dead  on  the  third  day.  He  is  the 
first-begotten  from  the  dead,  who  died  and  rose  again,  and  dies  no  more,  but  lives  for  ever.  And 
he  is  exalted  to  God's  right  hand,  being  invested  with  authority  and  dominion  over  all  flesh,  and 
constituted  judge  of  the  world,  by  whom  God  will  pass  sentence  upon  all  mankind.  In  these 
respects,  as  well  as  others,  he  has  the  pre-eminence.     See  Col.  i.  15 — 19. 

It  may  be  here  inquired,  if  Jesus  wepe  a  man,  with  a  human  soul  and  body,  how  could  he 
know  all  things  ?  And  how  could^  he  work  so  many  miracles  ?  The  answer  is  to  this  purpose : 
*♦  God  was  with  him."  And  the  Father,  in  him,  did  the  works.  The  disciples,  as  is  allowed, 
during  the  whole  time  of  our  Ix)rd's  abode  with  them  here  on  earth,  conceived  of  him  no  other- 
v^ise,  than  as  a  man,  or  the  great  prophet  that  was  to  come  into  the  world,  the  Christ,  who  had 
the  words  of  eternal  life,  or  made  the  fuUest  revelation  of  the  divine  mind.  They  believed  him 
to  be  a  man,  and  yet  they  were  persuaded,  that  "  he  knew  what  was  in  man.*'  Yea,  our  Lord 
himself,  after  he  had  given  sufficient  proofs  that  he  was  the  promised  Messiah,  expected,  and 
judged  it  reasonable  that  every  pious  and  understanding  Jew  should  believe  him  able  to  perform 
miraculous  works,  upon  persons  at  a  distance,  without  his  going  to  them.  See  John  iv.  46—^0. 
And  some  had  that  faith :  though,  undoubtedly,  they  esteemed  him  to  be  only  a  prophet,  or  a 
man  highly  favoured  of  God, 

And  though  there  are  none  of  the  prophets,  not  Moses  himself,  upon  whom  the  Spirit  of 
God  did  abide,  as  upon  Jesus  the  Messiah  ;  yet  there  are  divers  things  in  the  Old  Testament, 
that  might  assist  pious  and  attentive  Jews,  m  our  Lord's  time,  in  forming  just  conceptions  con- 
cerning the  knowledge  as  well  as  the  power  of  the  Messiah. 

The  prophet  Elisha  could  tell  the  king  of  Israel  exactly  the  designs  and  counsels  of  the 
king  of  Syria.  See  2  Kings  vi.  8 — 12,  and  2  Kings  v.  25,  26.  When  Elisha  asked  Gehazi, 
•*  Whence  comest  thou  ?  And  he  said.  Thy  servant  went  no  whither.  Elisha  said  unto  him. 
Went  not  my  spirit  with  thee,  when  the  man  turned  again  with  his  chaiiot  to  meet  thee  ?**  He 
had  seen  and  heard  all  that  transaction,  as  if  he  had  been  present. 

It  was  indeed  a  wonderful  knowledge  that  was  given  that  prophet.  But  it  may  be  perceived, 
that  by  divine  communication  he  might  have  known  much  more. 

In  like  manner,  in  the  perfectly  innocent  and  capacious  mind  of  the  blessed  Jesus,  who  Iiad 
**  the  Spirit  without  measure,"  it  is  easy  to  suppose  that  there  was,  and  must  have  been  an  ex- 
tensive and  intimate  knowledge  of  things  distant  and  secret. 

And  some  of  Elisha's  miracles  were  wrought  at  a  distance.  He  did  not  see  Naaman,  whose 
leprosy  was  cured  at  his  word,  or  by  his  direction.  2  Kings  v.  9 — 12.  Nor  was  he  present  with 
the  widow  when  her  oil  was  multiplied.  2  Kings  iv.  4— ?• 

To  proceed.  By  "  the  Spirit,"  or  "  Holy  Ghost,"  the  persons  in  this  way  of  thinking  do 
not  understand  a  distinct  intelligent  agent,  or  being  of  great  power  and  capacity.  But  with 
them  the  Spirit  of  God  is  God  himself,  or  the  power  of  God,  or  a  gift,  or  divine  influence  and 
manifestation. 

Ps.  xxxiii.  6.  "  By  the  Word  of  the  Lord  were  the  heavens  made,  and  all  the  host  of  them 
by  the  breath  of  his  mouth,  or  the  spirit  of  his  mouth.  The  word  of  the  Lord  and  the  breath 
of  his  mouth  are  one  and  thcsame.  All  things  came  into  being  and  were  disposed  of  by  his 
will,  at  his  word  and  command. 

In  like  manner.  Job  xxvii.  13.  "  By  his  Spirit  he  has  garnished  the  heavens.  His  hand 
has  formed  the  crooked  serpent :"  or  the  winding  constellation  in  the  heavens,  which  we  call  the 
milky  way.  The  spirit  or  the  hand  of  God  formed  all  those  things. 

Luke  xi.  20.  "  If  I  by  the  finger  of  God  cast  out  daemons,  no  doubt  the  kingdom  of  God-is 
oome  unto  you."  In  Matt.  xii.  28.  **  But  if  I  cast  out  daemon^  by  the  spirit  of  God,  then  is  the 
kingdom  of  God  come  unto  you.  So  the  finger  of  God,  or  the  spirit  of  God,  is  the  power  of  God, 
or  God  himself."  As  St.  Peter  says.  Acts  ii.  22.  "  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  a  man  approved  among 
you  by  miracles ^which  God  did  by  him,  in  the  midst  of  you."  . 

So  in  other  places  likewise  the  spirit  of  God  is  the  same  as  God  :  as  the  spirit  of  a  man  is 
the  man  himself.    1  Cor.  ii.  11.  •♦  What  man  knoweth  the  things  of  a  man,  but  thespiritof  man, 

2t  « 


Digitized  by 


Google 


324  Posthumous  Discourses  on  the  Trinity^ 

which  is  in  him  ?  Even  so  the  thmgs  of  God  knoweth  no  man,  but  the  spirit  of  God,*'  Gal.  vi. 
18,  "  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  your  spirit,"  that  is,  with  you :  as  at  the  con- 
elusion  of  several  other  epistles,  particularly  1  Cor.  xvi.  23*  **  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
be  with  you/' 

In  the  Acts  of  the  apostles  the  spirit  often  denotes  a  gift,  or  power.  Acts  ii.  38.  "  R^nt 
and  be  baptized  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  ve  shall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  Tviv  iapicev  t8  «y/«  mfevyiarog.  Acts  viii.  SO.  Simon  of  Samaria  "  thought  that  the  gift  of 
God  might  be  purchased  with  money.*'  r^v  iufemt  ra  fl«8.  Acts  x.  45.  **  on  the  gentiles  was  poured 
out  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost.*'   *j  im^a  ra  ayM  -KvtvfuiT^;. 

Timothy  is  directed  1  Tim.  iv.  14,  "  Neglect  qot  the  gift  that  is  in  thee,  which  was  given 
thee  by  prophecy.**  Mii  uiisXu  ra  ev  <rot  %Kp<ypugTQg  8  Tim.  i.  6.  *♦  Stir  up  the  gifV  erf  God  which 
is  in  thee."   tfVtffA*Tvp£/v  ro  x^P^^l^^^  'ra  flf¥. 

When  God  said  to  Moses,  Numb.  xi.  16,  17*  "  Tliat  he  should  go  and  gather  unto  him 
seventy  men  of  the  elders  of  Israel,  and,"  says  he,  "  1  will  take  of  the  spirit  that  is  in  liiee,  and 
will  put  it  upon  them.'*  No  one  understands  thereby,  that  God  int^ded  to  take  from  Moses  a 
portion  of  a  spiritual  being  resting  upon  him  :  but  that  he  would  bestow  upon  tiiose  elders  quali- 
fications of  wisdom  and  understanding,  resembling  those  in  Moses,  by  which  he  was  so  eminent 
and  distinguished.  So  Deut.  xxiv.  9.  ^*  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun  was  full  of  the  spirit  of  wisdom. 
For  Moses  had  laid  his  hands  upon  him.**  " 

Zach.  xii.  10.  "  And  I  will  pour  out  upon  the  house  of  David,  and  upon  the  inhabitants  of 
Jerusalem,  the  spirit  of  grace  and  siipplication  :  not  pour  out  upon  them  a  great  and  transcendent 
beinff  or  spirit :  but  give  them  the  temper,  the  qualification,  the  disposition  of  grace  and 
supplication. 

And  it  is  generally  supposed,  that  the  ancient  Jewish  people  never  had  any  notion  of  the 
distinct  personality  of  the  Spirit,  •*  or  the  Spirit  of  God,"  or  "  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,"  though 
*uch  phrases  occur  very  frequently  in  the  scriptures  of  the  Old  Testament.  But  they  understood 
t)iese  expressions  after  the  manner  j ust  shown. 

And  it  is  observable,  that  in  the  New  Testament,  though  there  are  many  doxologies^  or  a8« 
criptions  of  glory  to  God,  and  to  Christ,  there  is  not  one  to  the  Spirit.  Nor  is  there  at  the  be*, 
ginning  of  the  epistles  any  wish  of  peace  from  the  Spirit  distinctly,  but  only  from  God  the  Father, 
and  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Our  Lord  says  Matt,  xxviii.  19.  "  Go  ye  therefore,  and  teach**  or  disciple  "all  nations, 
baptizing  them  into  the  name  of  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost.**  These  persons  think 
it  not  likely,  that  our  Lord  should  insert  in  a  baptismal  form  a  sublime  mysterious  doctrine,  not . 
clearly  taught  any  where  else.  The  genuine  meaning  they  suppose  to  be,  that'  men  shoidd  be 
baptized  Into  the  profession  of  the  behef^  and  an  obligation  of  obedience  to  the  doctrine  taught 
by  Christ,  with  authority  from  God  the  Father,  confirmed  by  the  Holy  Ghost :  by  the  Holy 
Cjhost  uiMerstanding  the  miracles  of  our  Saviour's  own  ministry,  and  of  his  apostles,  and  the 
miritdal  gifts  bestowed  upon  the  apostles,  and  other  believers,  afiter  our  Lord's  resurrection,  and 
all  the  wonderful  attestations  to  the  truth  and  divine  original  of  the  doctrine  taught  by  Jesus 
Christ.  In  a  word,  men  were  to  be  baptized  into  a  profession  of  the  Christian  religion,  and  an: 
obligation  to  act  according  to  it. 

And  that  this  is  the  meaning  of  this  direction  of  our  Lord,  may  be  inferred  from  the  Acts  of 
the  Apostles,  where  this  form,  in  these  very  words,  never  appeal^.  But  men  are  required  to 
"  be  baptized  in,  the  name  of  Christ,**  or  are  said  to  "  have  been  baptized  into  Christ  :'*  that 
is,  as  before  observed,  they  made  a  profession  of  faith  in  Jesus,  or  owned  their  obligation  to 
obey  him  in  being  baptizecf.  Acts  ii.  38.  **  Repent  and  be  baptized  every  one  of  you  in  the  name 
of  Jesus  Christ.**  Ch.  viii.  16.  "  Only  they  were  baptized  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus.*' 
See  ch..  viii.  35 — 38.  Rom.  vi.  3.  "  Know  ye  not,  that  so  many  of  us  as  were  baptized  into 
Jesus  Christ,  were  baptised  into  his  death  ?**  Gal.  iii.  S7*  '^  For  as  many  of  you  as  have  been 
baptized  into  Christ,  have  put  on  Christ.'* 

*  Dr.  S.  Clarke's  paraphrase  is  this  ;•—' baptizing  them  '  fession  of  the  belief,  and  an  obligation  to  the  practice  of  that 
*  with  water>  "  m  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son»  '  religion,  which  God  the  Father  has  revealed  and  tau^  by 
',Aod  of  the  Uol/  Ghost :"  that  is^  receiving  them  to  a  pro*     *  the  Son^  and  coofirmed  and  estaUisbed  \iy  the  Hofy  GboiU^ 
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Of  those  who  are  in  this  scheme  it  is  to  be  observed,  finally,  that  they  admit  not  any  real 
Trinity,  or  Trinity  of  Divine  Persons,  either  equal  or  subordinate.  But  to  them  there  is  one  God, 
even  tne  Father,  and  one  Lord,  even  Jesus  Christ ;  who  had,  when  on  earth,  the  spirit  without 
measure,  and  also  poured  out  of  the  spirit,  or  spiritual  and  miraculous  gifts  in  abundance  upon 
his  i^ostles^  and  otner  his  followers,  and  is^xalted  to  dominion  and  power  over  all  things,  to  the 
gloryof  God,  and  for  the  good  of  the  church. 

This  is,  in  brie^  that  scheme  which  is  called  Unitarian.  I  should  now  apply  it  to  the  text 
before  us.  But  that  must  be  deferred  to  another  opportunity.  I  shall  now  mention  only  an  ob- 
servation or  two,  partiy  doctrinal,  partly  practical. 

1.  The  scheme  now  represented,  seems  to  be  the  plainest  and  most  simple  scheme  of  all. 
And  it  is  generally  allowed  to  have  been  the  belief  of  the  Nazarean  Christians,  or  Jewid^ 
believers. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  simplicity  of  this  scheme,  even  they  who  have  seemed  to  receive  it, 
in  the  main,  have  corrupted  it,  and  suffered  themselves  to  be  entangled  in  philosophical  schemes  * 
and  speculations*  about  the  pre-existence  of  the  soul  of  Christ  and  other  matters. 

Indeed  the  Christian  religion  has  in  it  great  simplicity,  both  as  to  doctrines  and  positive 
institutions.     But  men  have  not  delighted  to  retain  the  simplicity  of  either. 

Whatever  speculative  scheme  of  docti'ine  we  receive  as  true,  we  are  to  see  that  we  do 
not  too  much  relj  upon  our  souiid  faith,  or  ri^ht  sentiment,  but  proceed  to,  and  chief! v 
charge  ourselves  with,  a  suitable  practice.  James  ii.  19.  "  Thou  believest  that  there  is  one  God* 
Thou  dost  well.  The  daemons  believe  and  tremble.**  James  writes  especially  to  Jewish,  not 
Genfile  believers.  And  it  is  likely  that  they,  as  well  as  other  Jews  at  that  time,  prided  themselves 
in  their  orthodoxy,  or  right  of  mith,  concerning  the  Deity.  The  Divine  Unity  was  with  them 
a  favourite  article.  He^  therefore  singles  out  that,  and  tells  them,  *that  they  might  hold  that 
right  faith,  and  yet  be  never  the  better  for  it.  If  they  should  rely  upon  that  faith  witliout  good 
works,  th»tvery  faith  would  prove  an  aggravation  of  their  misery. 

Truth  in  things  of  religion  is  not  a  matter  of  indifference.  Every  virtuous  mind  must  be 
desirous  to  know  it.  But  no  speculative  belief,  without  practice,  is  saving,  or  will  give  a  man 
real  worth  and  excellence.  The  knowledge  that  puffeth  up  is  vain  and  insignificant.  To  know- 
ledge there  should  be  added  humility,  gratitude  to  God,  who  has  afforded  us  means  and  oppor* 
tuTiities  of  knowledge  :  a  modest  sense  of  our  remaining  ignorance  and  imperfection :  a  diffi- 
deuce  and  apprehensiveness,  that  though  we  see  some  things  with  great  evidence,  and  are  firmly 
persuaded  oi  their  truth,  nevertheless  many  of  our  juc^ments  of  things  may  be  false  and 
erroneous. 

We  should  likewise  be  cautious  of  judging  others.  Some  who  have  less  knowledge,  majr 
have  more  virtue.  God  alone  knows  the  hearts  of  men,  and  all  their  circumstances ;  and  is 
therefore  the  only  judge  what  errors  are  criminal,  and  how  far  men  fall  short  of-  improving  the 
advantages  afforded  them,  or  act  up  to  the  light  that  has  been  given  them. 

Let  us  then  inquire  with  care  and  impartiality.  Let  us  profess  the  truth  so  far  as  we 
are  acquainted  with  it,  and  candidly  recommend  it  to  others,  with  mildness,  patience,  and 
long-suffering:  and  in  all  things  act  sincerely  according  to  the  light  we  have:  that  none 
of  us  may  fail  of  that  full  reward,  which  Goa,  the  best  of  beings,  offers  to  us,  and  invites 
us  to  contend  for,  and  accept:  and/ will  tlirough  Jesus  Christ  certainly  bestow  upon  all, 
who  diligently  improve  the  privileges,  which  they  have  been  favoured  with  in  their  state 
i£  trial. 
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DISCOUR!^  IV. 

Xet  this -mind  be  in  you^  which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus. — Philip,  ii.  5 — 9.     And  what  followi?* 

1  HAVE  proposed  to  ^consider  this  text  distinctly.  In  so  doing  I  have  represented  the  different 
opinions  of  Christians  concerning  the  Deity,  and  the  person  of  Jesire  Christ. 

The  opinion  last  represented  was  that  called  Unitarian  and  Nazarean.  I  am  now  to  apply 
.  that  doctrine  to  this  text,  or  interpret  this  text,  according  to  the  sentiments  of  those  who  believe 
Jesus  to  be  a  man,  with  a  human  soul,  and  human  body :  but  "  a  man  with  whom  God  was,'*  \n 
a  most  peculiar  and  extraordinary  manner. 

^  Let  this  mind  be  in  you,  which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus,  who  being  in  the  form  of  God." 

They  who  are  in  the  scheme,  which  we  are  now  explaining,  suppose,  that  here  in  this  world, 
Jesus  was  in  the  form  of  God.  What  the  apostle  intends  thereby  is  the  wonderful  knowledge 
which  the  Lord  Jesus  showed,  even  of  things  at  a  distance,  things  past,  and  the  thoughts  and 
reasonings  and  surmises  of  men :  of  all  which  we  have  in  the  gospels  a  most  beautiful  and 
affecting  history.*  When  at  his  word  and  command,  the  most  infirm  and  diseased  persons  were 
immediately  healed  :  when  those  who  had  the  palsy,  or  the  dropsy,  or  were  lunatic,  were  healed 
of  their  diseases :  when  t^e  blind  received  their  sight,  the  lame  walked,  the  deaf  were  made  to 
hear,  and  the  dumb  to  speak:  when  he  took  upon  him  some  special  appearance  of  authority, 
and  to  such  as  had  the  leprosy,  and  petitioned  for  a  cure  he  said :  "  I  will.  Be  thou  clean." 
When  he  fed  and  refreshed  several  thousands  at  once  in  desert  places :  when  he  directed 
Peter  to  cast  a  hook  into  the  sea,  assuring  of  a  supply  for  himself  and  him  of  the  tribute  money 
for  the  temple :  when  he  raised  the  dead,  and  walked  on  the  sea,  and  with  a  word  composed 
the  winds  and  the  waves :  when  he  conveyed  to  his  disciples,  upon  his  sending  them  from  him, 
spiritual  gifls,  «o  far  as  was  requisite  at  that  season.  And  though  that  was  not  yet  accomplished, 
it  was  plainly  declared,  by  his  forerunner,  that  this  was  he  who  should  baptize  men  with  the 
Holy  Ghost :  or  bestow  on  a  sudden,  in  a  plentiful  measure,  wisdom  and  understanding,  and 
miraculous  powers  upon  his  followers  in  general^  according  to  their  several  stations. 

This  may  be  well  meant  by  *«  the  form  of  God.*'  These  things  explain  the  apostle's  expres- 
sion in  the  text.  And  this  wonderful  power  and  knowledge  seem  to  be  vvhat  the  same  apostle 
means  when  he  says  that  Christ  was  rich,  in  2  Cor.  viii.  9.  Which  place  may  be  reckoned 
parallel  with  that  which  we  are  now  considering.  "  For  ye  know  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesiis 
Christ :  that  though  he  was  rich,  yet  for  your  sakes  he  became  poor,  that  ye  by  his  poverty 
might  be  rich." 

"  Who  being  in  the  form  of  God,  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God,**  that  is,  did 
not  earnestly  covet  divine  honour  from  men,  or  seek  to  be  equal,  or  like  to  God  :  "  but  emptied 
himself,  taking  the  form  of  a  servant,  being  in  the  likeness  of  ordinary  men."  That  is,  very 
probably,  the  apostle's  design.  There  begins  the  account  of  Christ's  condescending  and  self- 
deriying  conduct.  Whatever  ^  scheme  men  embrace  concerning  the  Deity,  and  the  person  of 
Christ,  I  think  they  must  allow  of  this  interpretation :  either  that  Jesus  did  not  make  a  show  of 
his  divinity,  but  veiled  it,  and  hid  it :  or  that  he  did  not  earnestly  seek  to  be,  or  appear  equal  or 
like  to  God. 

By  not  earnestly  coveting  divine  honour,  or  seeking  to  be  equal  or  like  to  God,  St.  Paul  may 
refer  to  and  intend  many  things  in  the  course  of  our  Lord's  ministry,  which  are  recorded  in  the 
gospels.  Our  Lord  did  not  act  as  if  he  was  independent.  He  declared  that  he  came  from  God, 
and  that  the  Father  had  sent  him.  He  professed  to  teach  and  act  as  he  had  received  from  the 
Father.  When  some  would  have  persuaded  him  to  assume  kingly  power  and  authority:  not 
doubting  but  he  was  able  to  set  up  a  government,  to  which  all  might  b6  compelled  to  submit: 

•  Mopipri  in  nostris  libris  non  significat  internum  &  occulluoi      Christo  potestas  sanandi  morbos  omnes>  ejicicDdi  dsemonas^ 
jiliquid,  sed  id  quod  in  oculos  iticnrrit,  qualis  erat  eximia  iii     excitandi  mortuos^  mutaodi  rerum  naturas. 

^  See  Vol.  i  p.  5/2,  and  Vol.  ii.  p.  21.  Grot  ad  Philip.  Cap.  ii.  v.  6. 
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he  abscrfutely  declined  the  proposal.     He  first  defeated  the  measures  whicktliey  ha(!  taken  to 
bring  him  into  their  design.     And  afterwards  he  sharply  reproved  that  worldly-mindedaess  by 
'inrhich  they  had  been  actuated. 

For  a  like  reason  he  enjoined  silence  upon  some,  on  whom  he  had  wrought  great  cures. 

Mark  x.  17,  18.  **  Wlien  he  was  goncoforth  into  the  way,  there  came  one  running,  and 
kneeled  to  him,  and  asked  him  :  Good  Master,  what  shall  I  do,  that  I  may  inherit  eternal  life? 
And  Jesus  said  unto  him  :  Why  callest  thou  me  good  ?  There  is  none  good  but  one.  That  is 
God.**  The  outward  respect  shewn  by  that  person  being  so  extraordinary,  both  as  to  action 
and  expression,  he  could  not  accept  it,  without  an  intimation  of  the  supreme  respect  due  to 
God  alone. 

John  V.  SO.  «*  I  can  of  myself  do  nothing.  As  I  hear,  I  judge.  And  my  judgment  is  just, 
because  I  seek  not  my  own  will,  but  the  will  of  the  Father,  which  hath  sent  me.** 

John  X.  SO — 38.  **  Our  Lord  having  in  some  strong  expressions  represented  the  high 
authority  given  to  him,  the  **  Jews  took  up  stones  to  stone  him.  And  said :  For  a  good  work  we 
stone  thee  not,  but  for  blasphemy,  and  because  that  thou  being  a  man,.makest  thyself  God.** 
Whereupon  our  Lord  modestly  answers,  agreeably  to  what  he  had  before  said :  that  the  near 
relation  to  God,  spoken  of  by  him,  was  claimed  on  no  other  account,  than  the  high  honour 
which  God  had  Qpnferred  upon  him,  and  which  they  might  discern  from  the  works  which  they 
had  seen  him  do.  "  If  ye  called  them  gods,  unto  whom  the  word  of  God  came,  and  the  scrip- 
ture cannot  be  broken ;  say  ye  of  him,  whom  the  Father  hath  sanctified,  and  sent  into  the 
world :  Thou  blasphemest,  because  I  said,  I  am  the  Son  of  God  ?  If  1  do  not  the  works  of  my 
Father,  beheve  me  not.     But  if  I  do,  though  ye  believe  not  me,  believe  the  works.** 

And  many  other  particulars  must  occur  to  the  thoughts  of  all.  Wherein  our  Lord  did  not 
choose  his  own  will,  nor  affect  independence,  but  refened  all  to  God  the  Father. 

"  But  made  himself  of  no  reputation.**    Literally,  according  to  the  original,  emptied  himself. 
-That  is,  he  did  not  exert  the  divine  power  residing  in  him,  for  securing  to  himself  plentiful  ac- 
commodations, honourable  respects,  and  humble  lowly  obeisance :  but  he  lived  in  mean  circum- 
stances, and  was  exposed  t6  the  remarks,  reproaches,  and  ill-usage  of  many. 

"  And  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  servant.**     But,  according  to  the  original,  it  is  more- 
literally  **  taking  the  form  of  a  servant.     He  emptied  himself,**  or  "  made  himself  of  no  reputa- 
tion, taking  the  form  of  a  servant.**     This  farther  illustrates  the  foregoing  particular.    Jesus  did 
not  place  himself  in  servitude  to  any.     But,  as  he  says  to  the  disciples:  "  Whether  is  greater,. 
He  that  sitteth  at  meat  ?  or  he  that  serveth  ?   But  I  am  among  you,  as  one  that  serveth/* 
Luke  xxii.  17-     Instead  of  assuming  state  and  grandeur,  or  a  continued  appearance  of  greatness,. 
he  was  like  a  man  of  mean  condition.     He  conversed  freely  with  all  sorts  of  men,  and  admitted 
all  to  free  access  r  and  allowed  of  questions  and  cavils.     Himself  went  about  doing  good, 
(ravelling  over  the  cities  and  villages  of  the  land  of  Israel,  teaching  the  doctrine  of  the  kingdom 
irf  heaven :  not  inviting  men  by  the  pomp  of  numerous  attendance,,  or  by  gifts,  or  promises  of 
worldly  advantages:  but  receiving  usually  needful  supplies  for  himself  and  his  disciples  from  a 
few  grateful  followers  who  ministered  to  him  of  their  substance. 

In  the  whole  of  his  ministry  he  usually  acted  as  one  that  serves.  But  there  were  some  re- 
markable instances  of  humility  and  condescension,  particularly  when  he  washed- the  disciples* 
feet,  and' gave  them  the  refreshment,  ordinarily  received  from  servants  only. 

Some  think,  that  when  our  Lord  emptied  himself,  or  made  himself  of  no  reputation,  he  was- 
no  longer  in  the  form  of  God.     But  it  seems  to  me,  that  he  was  at  the  same  time  in  the  form  of* 
God,  and  in  the  form  of  a  servant.  He  had  the  form  of  God  in  this  world,  as  he  wrought  miracles- 
erf*  all  kinds,  whenever  he  pleased,  and  likewise  had  all  knowledge  of  all  things*     At  the  sanae 
time  he  acted  very  humbly  and  meekly,  and  was  destitute  of  external  pomp  and  grandeur. 

And  I  think  our  Lord*s  discourse  with  his  disciples  presently  alter  the  forementioned  r^- 
markable  condescension,  shows,  that  the  form  of  God,,  and  the  form  of  a  servant  were  united,- 
John  xiii.  12—14.  **  So  then  after  he  had  washed  their  feet,  and  had  taken  liis  garments,  and. 
was  set  down  again,  he  said  unto  them :  Know  y£  what  I  have  done  unto  you  ?  Ye  call  me- 
Master  and  Lord.  And  so  I  am.  If  I  then  your  Lord  and  Master  have  washed  your.feet,  ye- 
also  ought  to  wash  one  another*s  feet.  For  I  have  given  you  an  example,  that  ye  should  do  as  Iv 
have  done  unto  you.**  He  was  their  Lord  and  Master  at  the  same  time  that  he  acted  ia  divers . 
respects  as^one  that  serves.. 
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A  nobleman^  or  rather  person  of  great  distinction  for  wisdom  and  capacity,  witli  a  high  com* 
mission  under  his  prince,  may  upon  some  occasion,  and  for  important  reasons,  condescend 
greatly,  or  empty  himself,  by  performing  offices  more  generalljr  done  by  men  of  low  and  meam 
condition.  Still  he  has  the  authority  belonging  to  his  commission,  and  the  dignity  that  is  in- 
herent  in  his  character,  as  a  man  of  honour,  veracitjfc  and  experience. 

"  And  was  made  in  the  likeness  of  men,"  or,  more  literally  and  properly,  according  to  the 
original,  "  and  being  made  in  the  likeness  of  men:**  or,  being  in  the  likeness  of  men ;  that  is, 
being  like  an  ordinary  man,  when  he  was  not  such.  For  he  was  innocent  and  perfect,  and  the 
fqlness  of  the  Deity  dw^ed  in  him.  St  Paul  does  not  intend  to  intimate  that  our  Saviour  was 
not  really  a  man,  but  that  he  appeared  like  an  ordinary  man  when  he  was  really  more.  ^ 
Rom.  viii.  3.  "  God  sending  his  own  Son  in  the  likeness  of  amful  flesh.*'  He  was  really  a  man, 
but  had  only  the  likeness  of  sinful  men  :  for  he  was  innocent  and  perfect,  and  was  not  liable  t6 
the  sentence  of  death,  or  the  common  law  of  mortaUty,  binding  other  men. 

Ver.  3.  <<  And  being  found  in  fashion  as  a  man,  he  humbled  himself,  anjl  became  obedient 
unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  cross.**  And  bein^^  found  in  Iiis  outward  appearance  m 
another  ordinary  man,  he  humbled  himself  so  far,  as  to  yield  up  himself  to  death.  Beside  all  the 
condescensions  of  his  life,  it  being  the  will  of  God,  for  great  ends  and  purposes,  that  he  should 
gdo  so,  he  yielded  up  himself  to  death.  He  made  no  resistance.  He  exerte4  not  any  of  that 
-extraordinary  power,  or  knowledge,  with  which  he  was  endowed,  to  defeat  the  malicious  designs 
of  his  unreasonable  enemies,  but  quietly  resigned  himself,  in  obedience  to  God,  to  death,  the 
death  of  the  cross.  He  could  stoop  no  lower.  So  far  he  submitted  and  acquiesced,  as  all  know 
from  our  Lord*s  history  in  the  gospels;  where  are  candidly  related  at  large  the  reproachful,  dis- 
gracefiil,  aggravating  circumstances  of  the  painful  death  which  Jesus  underwent. 

Ver.  9,  10,  11.  "  Wherefore  God  also  hath  highly  exalted  him.**  On  account  of  that  ex- 
cellent  and  useful  service,  that  cheerful  condescension,  and  willing  obedience,  in  patiently 
enduring  so  painful  and  ignominious  a  death,  for  promoting  the  great  ends,  deigned  by  the  divitfe 
wisdom,  God  has  highly  exalted  him,  far  beyond  whatever  any  one  else  has  obtained. 

Christ*s  exaltation  began  with  his  resurrection  from  the  dead  on  the  third  day,  without 
seeing  corruption.  Ailer  which  he  ascended  to  heaven,  and  was  seated  in  the  divine  presencct 
next  ta  God  the  Father. 

<<  And  given  him  a  name,  which  is  above  every  name,  that  at  the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee 
should  bow :  **  that  is,  that  all  intelhgent  beings  may  show  respect  to  Jesus,  "  of  thiujgs  in 
Jieaven,**  angels,  "  and  things  on  earth,**  men,  ^<  and  things  under  the  earth,'*  evil  qpints^  or 
men  departed,  When  they  shdl  by  him  be  raised  up :  "  and  that  every  tongue  should  confess  :*' 
particularly  that  men  of  all  nations  and  languages  on  this  earth  should  acknowledge  ^*  that  J^us 
Christ  is  Lord,**  and  honour  and  ser\'e  him  "  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father.** 

Christ*s  exaltation  is  "  to  the  glory  of  God.**  God  has  exalted  and  appointed  hhai  to  be 
Lord,  for  his  own  glory.  For  the  exaltation  of  Jesns  is  indeed  a  great  display  of  the  wisdom, 
equity,  and  justice  of  the  Divine  Being.  It  shows  his  regard  for  distinguished  and  emineiit 
virtue.  So  extraordinary  services  and  sufferings,  and  such  patience  under  them,  were  entitled 
to  special  notice.  God  has  conferred  on  Jesus  a  reward,  greater  than  could  have  been  devised 
by  man,  and  highly  becoming  his  Majesty  to  confer  upon  him,  to  whom  he  had  ^ven  so  im- 
portant a  commission,  for  the  benefit  of  the  human  race,  and  who  had  executed  it  with  un- 
paralleled faithfulness,  zeal,  and  alacrity,  though  exceeding  painfbl  and  difficult. 

The  glory  of  Jesus  is  in  another  respect  to  the  glory  of  the  Father,  inasmudi  a&that  exaltetion 
is  a  great  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  his  doctrine,  and  must  contribute  mightily  to  animate  his 
apostles  and  others  in  spreading  his  doctrine,  notwithstanding  many  difiiculties :  and  it  would 
contribute  to  bring  men  to  feith  in  Jesus,  as  the  Christ,  and  to  repentance  toward  God,  and 
every  branch  of  true  hohness,  and  to  eminence  therein,  and  to  the  practice  of  meekness,  resig- 
nation, zeal,  courage,  and  the  virtues  of  every  condition,  whether  prosperous  or  adverse. i 

That  is  what  the  apostle  says  of  Christ's  exaltation.  Which  is  often  spoken  of  in  the  New 
Testament,  and  differently  described,  but  with  constant  harmony  upon  the  whole*  I  shall  recite 
some  places. 

Our  Lord  himself  said  to  his  disciples,  before  he  fmally  departed  from  themx  «*  All  power  is 

iven  unto  me  in  heaven  and  in  eaith,^  Matt,  xxviii.  13.     And  says  St.  Peter,  soon  after  our 

i^d's  ascension,  Acts  iL  31«  ^'  This  Jesus  hath  God  raised  up.    Whereof  we  all  are  vitiie»e&'' 
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Ven  36.  *•  Therefore  let  all  the  house  oC  Israel  know  assuredly,  that  God  hath  raade  that  same 
Jesus  whom  ye  have  crucified,  both  Lord  and  Christ."  See  also  ch.  v.  30 — 32.  And  at  the  house 
of  Cornelius  at  Cesarea,  ch.  x.  40 — 42.  "  Him  God  raised  up  the  third  day And  he  com- 
manded us  to  preach  unto  the  people,  and  to  testify,  that  it  is  ne,  which  is  ordained  of  God  to  be 
the  judge  of  the  quick  and  the  dead.*'  Compare  this  with  St.  Paul's  discourse  at  Athens,  Acts 
xvii.  SO,  31.     And  says  the  same  apostle,  Eph.  i.  18 — 22.  "That  ye  may  know  the  exceeding 

freatness  of  his  power  which  he  wrought  in  Christ,  when  he  raised  him  from  the  dead,  and  set 
im  at  his  own  right  hand  in  the  heavenly  places,  far  above  all  principality  and  power,  and  might, 
and  dominion,  and  every  name  that  is  named,  not  only  in  this  world,  but  also  in  that  which  is  to 
come.  And  put  all  things  under  his  feet,  and  gave  him  [to  be]  the  head  over  all  things  to 
the  church." 

Having  explained  this  text  according  to  the  last  mentioned  scheme,  I  shall  now  conclude  with 
some  remarks  and  observations. 

1.  Christians  ought  to  show  moderation,  and  carefully  maintain  love  and  friendship  with  one 
another,  notwithstanding  difference  of  opinion  about  divers  matters. 

They  should  not  be  willing  to  unchristianize  and  anathematize  any  man,  who  professes  to 
believe  Jesus  to  be  the  Christ,  and  to  hold  him  for  the  head  of  the*  church,  and  Lord  and  Master 
of  it. 

They  should  not  be  unwilling  to  hold  communion  one  with  another.  If  they  cannot  do  that,^ 
they  should  not  deny  to  others  the  character  of  integrity ;  much  less  admit  a  thought  of  incom- 
moding them  in  their  worldly  interests  upon  account  of  some  difference  of  opinion.  For  that  is* 
doing  'as  they  would  not  be  done  unto.  And  by  the  practice  of  force  and  cbnjpulsion  when  they 
are  in  power,  they  encourage  others  of  different  sentiments  from  them,  when  in  power,  to  act  in: 
like  manner.  And  according  to  this  way  of  thinking,  and  acting,  oppression  and  tyranny  must 
prevail  every  where,  and  Christian  people  must  be  always  at  variance,  devouring  one  anotner. 

There  always  has  been  difference  of  opinion  among  men.  There  were  divers  sects  of  pbilo* 
sophy,  before  the  rise  of  Christianity.  Where  there  is  but  one  opinion,  there  is  absolute  tyranny 
without  liberty:  or  there  is  total  indifference  about  tlie  things  ot  religion,  without  thought  and 
inquiry. 

Where  Christianity  is  professed,  if  there  is  any  freedom,  the  importance  of  the  doctrine  will 
excite  thought  and  consideration.  Thence  will  proceed  variety  of  opinion,  unless  men^s  minds 
were  quite  alik^ :  which  they  are  not.  Nor  have  all  men  the  like  helps  and  advantages.  For 
which  reasons  it  is  not  to  be  expected,  that  all  should  see  things  in  the  same  light. 

Though  Christians  are  divided  in  their  sentiments  about  a  Trinity,  and  the  person  of  Christ, 
and  some  other  points,  yet  there  are  many  things  in  which  they  agree.  They  all  profess  to 
receive  the  scriptures  as  the  word  of  God,  and  the  rule  of  their  faith.  And  there  are  divers  things, 
which  may  be  easily  learned  from  scripture,  in  which  therefore  they  ought  to  agree. 

We  are  there  taught  to  think  of  God,  as  one.  "  Thou  shalt  have  no  other  gods  before  me," 
was  proclaimed  by  God  to  the  Jewish  people  in- the  most  solemn  manner.  Indeed  all  Chrisftians 
in  general  agr^  in  this,  that  there  is  but  one  God :  however,  they  may  seem  to  each  other  at 
times  to  multiply^deities.  Ciertainly  the  unity  of  God  is  a  principle,  which  we  ought  to  maintain 
whole  and  uncorrupted  in  all  its  simplicity. 

We  are  likewise  to  conceive  of  this  one  God  as  eternal,  all-perfect,  the  creator  of  the  heavens 
and  the  earth,  and  the  governor  of  the  worlds,  which  he  has  made. 

We  should  think  of  God  as  great  and  powerful.  Else  we  shall  not  fear  before  him  at  all  times : 
nor  trust  in  him,  in  the  various  trials  and  occurrences  of  this  life,  nor  seek  to  him,  and  pr^y  to 
him  as  we  ought,  to  approve  ourselves  to  him :  that  is,  unless  we  believe  him  able  to  hear  tliose 
who  seek  to  him,  and  to  reward  such  as  diligently  serve  him. 

It  is  highly  expedient,  that  we  trace  out  by  reason  and  scripture  the  evidences  of  the  divine 
goodness  and  mercy,  that  we  may  not  shun  and  flee  from  him  as  inexorable :  that  we  may  not  be 
discouraged  in  doing  our  utmost  to  please  him,  though  we  cannot  attain  to  an  absolute  and  sin- 
less perfection. 

When  Moses  desired  to  see  the  « glory  of  God,*"  and  his  request  was  not  rejected,  God 
**  made  all  his  goodness  to  pass  before  him,"  and  proclaimed :  "  The  Lord,  the  Lord  God,  mer- 
cifid  and  gracious,  long-siraering,  and  abundant  in  goodness  and  truth.'*  See  Exod.  xxxiii*. 
and  xxxiv. 
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The  inspired  scriptures  continually  represent  God  to  us,  as  great  and  amiable* 
He  is  "  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity"  in  any  with  approbation.  Hab*  i*  IS.  Yet  he. 
accepts  the  humble  and  penitent.  And  is  as  ready  to  forgive  and  accept  those  who  return  fron 
their  wanderings,  as  they  who  relent,  and  are  pierced  with  a  sense  of  guilt,  can  wish  or  desire^ 
Is.  Ivii.  15.  "  For  thus  saith  the  high  and  lofty  one,  that  inhabiteth  eternity,  whose  name  is  holy,'' 
that  is,  sacred,  great  and  august,  **  I  dwell  in  the  high  and  holy  place :  with  him  also,  who  is  oS 
a  contrite  and  humble  spirit,  to  revive  the  spirit  of  the  humble,  and  the  heart  of  the  contrite.** 

The  value  and  importance  of  right  conceptions  concerning  these  perfections  of  God  may  b^ 
seen  farther  shown  in.  Jer.  ix.  23,  24. 

These  are  things  in  which  all  men  of  every  rank,  learned  and  unlearned,  rich  and  poor,  are 
more  concerned,  than  in  any  points  of  a  speculative  nature,  that  are  very  abstruse,  and  almost 
unintelligible.  The  plainest  truths  are  the  most  important :  not  the  most  abstruse  and  mysterious, 
as  some  would  persuade  men  to  think.  For  religion  is  the  concern  of  all,  and  the  most  momen« 
tons  things  ought  to  be  obvious,  that  none  who  are  not  extremely  negligent,  or  wilfully  bUndj 
may  be  unacquainted  with  them. 

And  herein  is  wisdom :  to  consider  God  as  great,  good,  and  excellent,  and  to  act  accordingly^, 
standing  in  awe  of  his  judgments,  studious  to  gain  and  keep  his  favour,  by  a  sincere  regard  to  his 
holy  laws,  and  doing  the  things  that  are  well-jSeasing  in  his  sight. 

We  are  also  to  believe,  that  Jesus  is  the  promised  Messiah,  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  the 
Saviour  c^fthe  world:  that  he  acted  by  a  special  commission  under  God  the  Father,  and  that  the 
doctrine  taught  by  him  may  be  relied  upon,  as  containing  the  true  way  to  life. 

Christians  must  believe,  that  Jesus  had  the  innocent  infirmities  of  the  human  nature;  that  hc^ 
really  had  grief,  that  he  really  suffered  and  died,  and  rose  again,  and  is  ascended  up  to  heaven. 
Otherwise  they  lose  all  the  benefit  of  his  example. 

.  We  must  remember,  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father.  For  certainly 
everv  thing,  concerning  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  was  designed  for  the  glory  crfGod,  and  is  actually 
conducive  to  it.  By  his  life,  doctrine,  death,  exaltation,  aad  arguments  taken  thence,  men  have 
been  turned  from  idpls  to  the  living  and  true  God- 
Jesus,  in  his  person,  and  example,  in  his  life,  and  in  his  death,  and  in  his  exaltation,  is  un« 
speakably  amiable.  And  we  ought  to  give  glory  and  honour  to  him,  who  died  for  us,  and  rose 
again,  and  is  at  the  right  hand  of  God.  And  though  we  have  not  seen  hiii,  we  cannot  but  love 
him.     Still  it  is  not  to  be  forgotten,  that  **  Jesus  is  Lord  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father." 

There  has  been  in  all  times  occasion  for  such  hints  as  these.  And  those  Christians  are  not  to 
t)e  justified,  who  instead  of  praying  to  the  Father  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  address  almost  all 
their  prayers  and  praises  to  Christ,  without  any  warrant  from  the  New  Testament,  and  contrary 
tp  express  and  repeated  instructions  concerning  the  object  and  manner  of  worship. 

One  of  the  reasons,  why  we  ought  ever  to  love  and  honotir  the  Lord  Jesus,  is,  that  througb 
him  we  have  been  brought  unto  God,  and  to  the  knowledge  of  his  glorious  perfections,  and  over- 
ruling providence.     As  St.  Peter  writes,  1  Ep.  i.  18 — 21.  "  Forasmuch  as  ye  know ^that  ye 

were  redeemed  by  the  precious  blood  of  Christ,  as  of  a  lamb  without  blemish,  and  without  spot. 
Who  verily  was  fbre-ordained  before  the  foundation  of  the  world;  but  was  manifest  in  these  last 
times  for  you :  who  by  him  do  believe  in  God  that  raised  him  from  the  dead,  and  gave  him  glory, 
that  your  faith  and  hope  might  be  in  God." 

2.  The  scheme,  which  has  been  last  considered,  appears  to  be  the  plainest  and  most  simple  of 
all.     This  was  taken  notice  of  formerly,  and  I  do  not  mtend  to  enlarge  farther  upon  it  now. 

3.  According  to  this  scheme,  the  condescension  and  meekness,  and  other  virtues  of  the  Lord 
Jesus,  are  the  most  exemplary,  and  his  exaltation  is  the  most  encouraging. 

For  he  is  truly  *  of  kin  to  us,  and  a  fit  example  of  faith  and  patience,  and  rightly  the  ♦*  captain 

•  Heb.  ii.  1 1,  *'  For  both  he  that  sanctifieth,  and  they  wh©  ^  p«t  him  ib  a  condition,  whereby  he  was  able  to  offer  up. 

are  sanctified,  are  all  of  one.     For  which  cause  he  is  not  ^  himself  a  sacrifice  for  them/    See  v.  U,  17>  18.  and  ch.  v* 

asliamed  to  call  them  brethren.    All  of  one/    Eg  bvos  wayres.  ■'  2.  x.  5/    ^Of  one  Father  Abraham/  Says  Peirce.     Wha 

*  Of  one  fether,  that  is  God/  says  Grotius..  '  Of  Qoe  original  also  adds  in  his  notes:  *  This  interpretation  is  confirmed  by 
'  and  nature/  Whitby.    *  Of  one  stock  and  nature/  S.  Clarke.  '  yer.  10,  1 7.     For  he  laid  not  hold  of  angels,  but  of  the  seed 

*  Have  all  the  same  origin.'  Beausobre.  Who  goes  on  :  *all  ''of  Abraham.  Wherefore  in  all  things  it  behoved  him  to  be 
'  are  of  one,  meaning  of  Adam.  In  order  ^o  be  high  priest  *  made  like  imto  his  brethren  i  meaning  the  seed  of  Abraham.* 
<  for  men,  it  was  necessary,  that  Jesus  Christ  should  be  man.  Which  makes  little  difference  in  the  present  argomcDt  See 
'  This  is  what  rendeis  him  sensible  to  the  sufferings  of  men :  before,  at  p.  321.     Note, 

^  AM  which  disposes  jbini  to  loye  aod  help  tbem^  ^id  which 
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of  our  salvation  :'*  whose  conduct  in  circumstances  like  ours,  and  under  like  temptations^  is  in- 
viting and  exemplary.  Which  is  agreeable  to  divers  parts  of  the  apostle's  argument  in  the  epistle 
to  the  Hebrews,  ch.  iv.  14—16.  "  Let  us  hold  fast  our  profession.     For  we  have  not  an  high 

firiest,  which  cannot  be  touched  with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities :  but  was  in  all  points  tempted 
ike  as  we  are,  yet  without  sin.    Let  us  therefore  come  boldly  to  the  throne  of*  grace,  that  we  may 
obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  in  tihie  of  need."  See  also  ch.  ii.  10 — 18. 

Our  Lord's  exaltation  is  also,  in  this  way,  most  encouraging.  His  condescension  and  obedience, 
in  acquiescing  in  his  low  condition  on  this  earth,  and  in  yielding  up  himself  to  death,  are  set 
before  us  as  an  example  to  be  imitated.  And  it  is  added  :  "  Wherefore  God  also  hath  highly  ex- 
alted him."  TTiis  affords  reason  to  think,  that  if  we  practise  meekness,  and 'other  virtues,  and 
are  obedient  to  God,  and  promote  the  good  of  our  fellow-creatures ;  we  likewise  shall  be  highly 
exalted,  and  greatly  rewarded.  But  supposing  Jesus  to  have  been,  before  his  appearance  on  this 
earth,  under  God,  the  creator  and  governor  of  the  world ;  his  glorification  after  death  will  not 
seem  to  be  so  much  the  reward  of  his  faith  and  obedience  here,  as  the  reinstating  him  in  what  he 
enjoyed,  and  had  a  right  to  before.  Our  case  is  then  so  different  from  his,  as  to  have  little  or  no^ 
resemblance.  And  his  glorification,  or  exaltation,  if  it  may  be  so  called,  will  be  little  or  no 
excitement  to  us. 

But  we  should  preserve  this  quickening  motive  and  consideration,  the  glory  and  reward  of 
Jesus  in  all  its  force.  Which,  as  it  stands  in  this  text,  and  in  many  other  places  of  the  New  Tes- 
tament, is  the  most  animating  thought  that  can  be  conceived. 

As  the  apostle  says,  Heb.  xii.  1,2.  "  Let  us  lay  aside  every  weight,  and  the  sin: which  doth  so 
easily  beset  us,  and  let  us  run  with  patience  the  race  that  is  set  before  us :  looking  unto  Jesus, 
the  captain^  and  perfect  example  of  faith,  who  for  the  Joy  that  was  set  before  him  endured  the^ 
cross,  despising  the  shame,  and  is  set  down  on  the  right  hand  of  God.**  And  says  our  exalted: 
Lord  to  the  church  of  the  Laodiceans :  **  To  him  that  overcometh-  will  I  grant  to  sit  with  me  in 
my  throne,  even  as  I  also  overcame,  and  am  set  down  with  my  Father  in  his  throne,"  Rev.  iii.  21. 

And  let  us  particularly  remember  the  mpving  exhortation,  in  our  text.  For  though,  because 
of  the  different  sentiments  of  Christians  in  some  points  of  a  speculative  nature,  this,  and  some^ 
former  discourses  have  been,  in  part,  controversial,  the  genuine  import  and  design  of  the  text  is" 
throughout  practical;  and  tends  to  dispose  us,  as  occasions  recjuire,  to  be  ready  to  promote  the 
good  of  others,  and  for  that  end  to  strive  to  outdo<  each,  other  in  meekness  and  condescension. 
«« If  there  be  any  consolation  in  Christ — ^fulfil  ye  my  joy — I-rCt  nothing  be  done  through  strife,  or 
vaiii  glory,  but  in  lowliness  of  mind  let  each,  esteem  another  better  than  themselves.  Look  not 
every  man  on  his  own  things:  but  every  man  also  on  the  things  of  others.  Let  that  mind  be  in 
you,  which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus.'*  Who,,  though  he  had  such  peculiar  distinctions  on  account 
of  his  high  office  and  character,  did  not  earnestly  covet  divine  honour  from  men,  nor  affect  exter- 
nal greatness,  pomp  and  splendour,  power  and  authority,  ease  and  pleasure ;  but  emptied  himself^ 
and  acted  as  a  servant,  and  became  obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  cross.  For  which 
reason  he  has  been  advanced tO) extensive  dominion  and  power,  and  great  honour  and  glory:  in 
which  all  others  shall  share  hereafter^  who  now  have  a  temper  and  conduct  resembling  his. 
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A   VINDICATION 


OP  THRBB   OF 


OUR   BLESSED  SAVIOUR'S   MIRACLES 


YIZ. 


THE  RAISING  OF  JAIRUSS  DAUGHTER,  THE  WTOOW  OF  NAIN'S  SON,  AND  LAZARUS. 

IN   ANSWER  TO   THE   OBJECTIONS   OF   MR.   WOOLSTON's   FIFTH   DISCOURSE  OK 
THE   MIRACLES   OF   OUR   SAVIOUR. 


THE   PREFACE. 

Xhe  ensuing  vindication  was  drawn  up  about  nine  months  since.  But  it  was  done  for  my  own 
satisfaction,  without  any  view  to  a  pubhcation  at  that  time.  And  when  the  Reverend  Dr.  Hfarris's 
remarks  on  the  case  of  Lazarus  came  out,  I  thought  the  public  and  Mr.  W.  had  received  in  a 
short  compass  a  full  answer  to  all  the  material  objections  of  the  discourse,  with  which  these 
papers  are  concerned. 

Nor  did  I  determine  to  send  them  to  the  press,  till  after  I  had  seen  a  passage  in  Mr.  Ws  de- 
fence of  his  Discourses,  p.  61,  where  he  says :  *  Whoever  was  the  author  of  the  aforesaid  treatise, 

*  [The  Trial  of  the  Witnesses  of  the  Resurrection  of  Jesus]  he  humbly  and  heartily  begs  of  him 

*  to  publish  what  in  the  conclusion  of  it  he  has  given  us  some  hopes  of,  the  trial  of  the  witnesses 

*  of  the  resurrection  of  Lazarus,  because  his  Rabbi's  objections  to  it  are  a  novelty  and  curiosity, 

*  which,  by  way  of  such  a  reply  to  them,  he  should  be  glad  to  see  handled.*  I  also  wish  the 
ingenious  author  of  that  performance  may  be  at  leisure  to  grant  Mr.  W's  request.  In  the  mean 
time,  Mr.  W.  still  expressing  a  particular  regard  for  his  Rabbi's  objections,  I  thought  it  not  amiss 
to  send  abroad  this  Vindication,  which  I  had  by  me.' 

If  Mr.  W.  by  way  of  such  a  reply,  means  a  reply  drawn  up  with  the  wit  and  spirit  of  that 
author,  I  freely  own  it  much  above  my  capacity,  and  am  not  so  vain  as  to  attempt  it.  If  by  way 
of  such  a  reply  he  means  a  reply  without  abusive  railing  terms,  or  invoking  the  aid  of  the  civil 
magistrate,  I  have  done  it  in  that  way.  I  wish  Mr.  Woolston  no  harm;  I  only  wish  him  a 
sincere  conviction  and  profession  of  the  truth  effected  and  brought  about  by  solid  reasons  and 
arguments,  without  pains  or  penalties.  And  in  this  point  I  agree  exactly  with  that  learned 
Dominican,  De  Maussac,  who  in  his  Prolegomena  to  Raymond  Martini's  Pugio  Fidea,  written 
against  Moors  and  Jews,  says :  *  We  must  with  Tertullian  openly  profess,  that  the  new  law  does 

*  not  defend  itself  by  the  sword  of  the  magistrate :  forasmuch  as  it  nath  pleased  Christ  the  author 

*  of  it,  that  no  man  should  be  forced  to  the  embracing  of  his  law  by  the  punishments  of  this  life, 

*  or  the  fear  of  them,  as  appears  from  many  places  of  the  New  Testament,  not  only  of  Paul,  but 

*  also  of  John,  and  Luke,  and  Matthew*     Nor  is  it,  as  the  same  father  says  at  the  end  of  his 

*  book  to  Scapula,  a  part  of  religion  to  force  religion,  which  must  be  taken  up  freely,  not  upon 
«  compulsion.     Who  will  lay  upon  me  tiie  necessity  of  believing  wliat  I  wul  not,  or  of  not 

*  believing  what  I  will  (as  tactahtius  says)  ?  Nothing  is  so  voluntary  as  religion.     In  which,  if 
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^  the  mind  be  averse^  religion  is  quite  destroyed.  Faith  is  to  be  wrought  by  pei*suasion,  not  by 
^compulsion.  Severity  has  always  done  harm,  and  always 'will  do  harm:  and  our  minds,  like 
^.aohle  and  generous  steeds,   are  best  managed  with  an  easy  rein;   rather  by  reason  than 

*  authority,  rather  by  good  words  than  by  tlireats.'  • 

When,  at  the  erecting  the  Royal  Society^nto  which  were  freely  admitted  men  of  different 
religions  and  countries,  some  it  is  lik^y*  were  apprehensive  of  this  free  converse  of  various 
judgments.  Dr.  Sprat  **  frankly  asserts,  *  That  our  doctrine  and  discipline  [those  of  the  Church 

*  oiEngland]  will  be  so  far  from  receiving  damage  by  it,  that  it  were  the  best  way  to  make  them 
*.  universally  embraced,  if  they  were  oftener  brought  to  be  canvassed  amidst  all  sorts  of  dissenters: 
S-~That  there  is  no  one  profession  amidst  the  several  denominations  of  Christians,  that  can  be 
^  exposed  to  the  search  and  scrutiny  of  its  adversaries,  with  so  much  safety  as  ours.' 

Dr.  Bentley,  in  a  sermon  at  a  public  commencement  at  Cambridge,  says,^  <  It  has  pleased 
« the  Divine  Wisdom,  never  yet  to  leave  Christianity  wholly  at  leisure  from  opposers;  but  to 
«.give  its  professors  that  perpetual  exercise  of  their  industry  and  zeal.    And  wno  can  tell,  it* 

*  without  such  adversaries  to  rouse  and  quicken  them,  they  might  not  in  long  tract  of  time  have 
•.  grown  remiss  in  the  duties,  and  ignorant  in  the  doctrines  of  religion  ?* 

These  learned  men  have  assured  us  upon  the  foundation  of  the  scriptures,  of  the  fathers,  and 
season,  that  all  force  on  the  minds  of  men  in  the  matters  of  belief  is  contrary  to  religion  in 
general,  and  to  the  Christian  religion  in  particular;  and  that  severity  instead  of  doing  good,  has 
always  done  harm. 

These  points  might  be  enlarged  upon,  but  nothing  new  can  be  offered.  Possibly  some  good 
men  may  still  be  in  some  doubt  concerning  the  issue  of  admitting  the  principles  of  reli^on  to 
be  freely  and  openly  canvassed.  But  I  think  that  such  may  ftnd  satisfaction  even  upon  this 
head  in  the  passages  I  have  quoted,  provided  they  will  be  pleased  to  consider  them.  However 
I  will  add  a  few  observations  briefly  upon  this  matter. 

It  is  an  old  saying,  which  has  been  much  admired  and  applauded  for  its  wisdom,  that  truth 
IS  great,  and  strong  above  all  things.  There  is  certainly  some  real  excellence  in  Truth  above 
error.  Great  and  important  truths  are  clearer  than  others,  and  not  likely  to  be  mistaken^  but  to 
shine  the  more  for  examination.  The  Christian  religion  in  particular,  as  contained  in  tlie  New 
Testament,  abounds  with  evidence. 

These  are  considerations  taken  from  the  nature  of  things.  Experience  is  on  the  same  side. 
The  Christian  religion  triumphed  for  the  first  three  hundi-ed  years  over  error  and  superstition, 
without  the  aids  of  civil  authority^  against  the  veneration  of  ancient  custom,  against  ridicule  and 
calumny,  false  arguments,  and  many  severe  persecutions.  From  small  beginning  by  its  own 
internal  excellence,  and  the  force  of  that  evidence  with  which  God  had  clothed  it,  and  the 
industry  and  zeal  of  its  honest  professors,  it  spread  itself  over  the  Roman  empire,  and  the  neigh* 
houring  countries. 

The  Christian  church  had  in  the  same  space  of  time  a  triumph  within  itself  over  those  falsa 
and  absurd  opinions  that  sprang  up  under  the  Christian  name.  <  These  heresies,'  Eusebius  "^  says^ 
'  soon  disappeared  one  after  another,  being  continually  changing  into  new  forms  and  shapes. 
^  But  the  catholic  and  only  true  church,  always  the  same  and  constant  to  itself,  spread  and  in- 
«  creased  continually;  shining  but  among  Greeks  and  barbarians  by  the  gravity,  simplicity,  free- 
«.doin,  modesty  and  purity  of  its  manners  and  principles.'  This  joint  victory  over  Gentilism, 
•and  over  heresies,  was  *  obtained,  as  he  intimates,  by  the  writings  and  discourses  of  the  patrons 

^  Nam  cum  Tertulliaiio  palam  est  profitenduro,  legem  guntur,  docendo  magis  quara  jubendo,  monendo  ^am  mU 

novam  nonsevindicareultoregladio;  quod  Christo  ejus  aiic-  nando. 

tori  placnerit  neminem  ad  receptionem  suae  legis  cogi  hujus         ^  History  of  tlie  Royal  Society,  p.  63,  secood  edition, 
▼itae  poenis,  vel  earum  metu,  ut  patet  ex  variis  Novi  Testa-         ^  Page  3,  <^uarto  edit.  1696. 

menti  locis,    tarn   Pauli,    turn    Joannis,    tum    Lucse,    turn  ^  AWwv  ev  aWais  al^artajv  MnvohfJLsiJi^vwv.  Sieop^saawv  an 

Matthsei^  quod  non  sit  reltgiouis,  eodom  teste  ad  Scapulam  rwv  vprrspcw,  xai  tis  irQXvrfot¥s  xau  itoXviMp^Bs  i6ta$  akX^h 

m  fine>  cogere  religionem,  quae  sponte  suscipi  debet*  non  vi.  aXXws  (phipou^yw)^,     Tlfotr^u  ^  eis  auD^r^civ  xai  pLsys^&»,  an 

Quia  mthi  imponat  necessitatem  vel  credendi  quod  nolim,  vel  nara  ra  avra  xsu  (Ja-aurwi  cx&ca»  i  ^  xaioXe  xat  ftoi;^ 

quod  velim  non  credendi  ?  aic  Lactantlus.    Nihil  tarn  volun-  aXrfias  cxxXi^ria^  Xafji^mpoTYf^,  x.  X.  H.  £.  L  4.  c.  7. 
tarium  quam  religio  j  in  qu&  si  animus  aversus  est,  jam  sub-         *  'Oftw;  $*  »y  xara  rus  ^vjXefi^vovf  av9^s  taprjygf  as  fSf6<r&t 

lata,  jam  nulla  est.    Fides  autem  suadenda  est,  non  impe-  ij  aXij9fia  vXn^s  laumj;,  {/it8piutx»s>  0  &*  ay^pw¥  avr^  puovot 

randa;  nocuit  enim,  &  nocebit  semper,  rigor;    &   ingenia  sksy^wv,  aXKa  xat  ii^*  ryypafwv  at^h^i^wv  iwrarwv  aUw¥ 

nostra^  at  no)>iles  &  generosi  equi^  melius  £icili  fraeno  re-  aljitrBoav  roxUvoji^fuS'    Ibid. 
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of  truth  at  that  time.    And  indeed  it  could  be  owuig  to  nothing  else  but  to  those  methods^  tup* 
ported  by  holy  lives  and  patient  sufferings. 

Our  own  time  also  affords  a  convincing  instance  to  all  that  will  open  their  eyes  to  observe. 
The  prctestant  states  and  kingdoms  of  Europe,  as  they  enjoy  greater  liberty  thian  others,  pro- 
portionably  exceed  their  neighbours  in  the  justnessiof  tlieir  sentiments,  and  the  goodness  of  tneir^ 
lives.  Indeed  there  is  among  us  protestants  a  great  deal  of  vice  and  irreligion,  which  all  good 
men  observe  with  grief  and  concern,  and  some  very  bad  and  selfish  men  delight  to  aggravate 
and  magnify  with  a  view  to  their  own  evil  designs;  but  still  without  vanity,  if  we  be  barely  just  to 
our  circumstances,  sure  we  have  some  reason  to  glory  over  some  of  our  neighbours  in  this  respect. 
Which  advantage  can  be  ascribed  to  no  other  cause  so  much  as  the  liberty  we  etijoy.  For  intro- 
duce among  us  the  tyranny  they  are  under,  and  we  shall  be  as  ignorant,  as  superstitious,  and 
corrupt,  as  they. 

It  then  men  should  be  permitted  among  us,  to  go  on  in  delivering  their  sentiments  freely  in 
matters  of  religion,  and  to  propose  their  objecUons  against  Christianity  itself;  I  apprehend,  we 
have  no  reason  to  be  in  pain  for  the  event.  On  the  side  of  Christianity,  I  expect  to  see,  as^ 
hitherto,  the  greatest  share  of  learning,  good  sense,  true  wit,  and  fairness  of  disputation:  which 
things,  I  hope,  will  be  superior  to  low  ridicule,  false  argument,  and  misrepresentation. 

For  ought  I  can  see,  m  an  age  so  rational  as  this  we  live  in,  the  victory  over  our  enemies^ 
may  be  speedily  obtained.  They  will  be  driven  to  those  manifest  absurdities,  which  they  must 
be  ashamed  to  own ;  and  be  silent  in  dread  of  universal  censure.  But  suppose  the  contest 
should  last  for  some  time,  we  shall  all  better  understand  our  Bibles :  we  sh^  upon  a  fresh, 
examination  better  understand  the  principles,  and  the  grounds  of  our  religion.  Possibly  some 
errors  may  be  mixed  with  bur  faith,  wnich  b^  this  means  may  be  separated,  and  our  faiths 
become  more  pure.  Being  more  confirmed  m  the  truths  of  our  religion,  we  shall  be  more- 
perfect  in  the  duties  of  it.  Instead  of  being  unthinking  and  nominal,  we  shall  become  more 
generally  serious  and  real  Christians :  each  one  of  which  advantages  will  be  a  large  step  toward, 
a  complete  and  final  victory. 

This  victory  obtained  upon  the  ground  of  argument  and  persuasion  alone,  by  writing  and* 
discourse,  will  be  honourable  to  us  and  our  religion;  and  we  shall  be  able  to  reflect  upon  it  with 
pleasure.^  We  shall  not  only  keep  that  good  thing  we  have  received,  but  shall  deliver  it  down, 
to  others  with  advantage.  But  a  victory  secured  by  mere  authority  is  no  less  to  be  dreaded 
than  a  defeat.  It  may  appear  a  benefit  for  the  present,  but  it  really  undermines  the  eausef  and 
strikes  at  the  root  of  our  holy  profession.  Will  any  serious  and  sensible  Christian,  in  the  view 
of  a  future  judgment,  undertake  to  answer  for  the  damage  thereby  brought  to  the  doctrine  o€ 
his  Saviour,  the  meek  and  patient  Jesus  ?  as  meek  in  his  princij^es,  as  in  the  example  he  has 
bequeathed  us.  ■  ' 

I  might  now  address  myself  to  our  adversaries,  and  tell  them,  that  it  is  a  very  desirable 
thing,  that  all  authors  should  write  as  scholars  and  gentlemen,  at  least  like  civilised  people :  that 
it  is  a  point  long  since  determined,  that  in  controversial  writings,  authors  should  confine  them- 
selves to  things,  that  is,  the  merits  of  the  cause,  without  annoying  persons:  that  it  is  grievoos  to 
all  sorts  of  men,  to  have  those  things  which  they  respect,  treated  with  indecency.  I  might  tell 
them,  that  other  men's  reputation  is  as  sacred  as  their  own.  I  might  remind  tnem,  that  Chris- 
tians at  this  time,  generally  speaking,  are  in  as  good  temper  as  they  were  ever  known  to  be  :^ 
that  some,  being  of  opinion  that  Christ's  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world,  and  that  it  is  his  pleasure^ 
that  men  should  not  be  compelled  to  receive  his  law  hy  the  punishments  of  this  life,  or  the  fear 
of  them,  leave  men  to  propose  their  doubts  and  objections  in  their  own  way:  that  others  have 
openly  declared,  that  tney  ought  to  be  invited;  and  others  that  they  ought  to  be  permitted  to 
propose  their  objections,  provided  it  be  done  in  a  grave  and  serious  manner.  Christians  have 
also  lately  shewn  an  instance  of  their  moderation  towards  some  books  published  in  opposition  to 
their  principles.  These  are  things,  which,  one  would  think,  should  have  some  effect  on  ingen- 
uous minds;  and  draw  them  off  from  the  design  of  any  rudeness  qr  indecency  in  their  attacks 
on  the  sentiments  commonly  received  among  Christians.  I  might  also  remind  our  adversaries 
of  some  examples  of  an  admirable  decorum  observ^ed  by  the  disciples  of  Jesus  in  their  arguings 
with  the  Jews  and  Gentiles.  But  really  one  has  little  encouragement  from  some  late  per- 
formances to  enlarge  upon  these  particulars*    And  perhaps  it  would  be  judged  ridiculous,  to 
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imagine  that  any  men  should  oppose  the  gospel  with  the  same  spirit,  with  which  it  was  at  (irst 
taught  and  propagated. 

Besides,  as  all  men  are  more  concerned  for  the  good  conduct  of  their  friends,  than  of  others; 
80  have  I  been  chiefly  solicitous  on  this  occasion  about  the  conduct  of  those  who  are  engaged  ip 
the  same  cause  with  m3rself ;  that  it  may  be^uch  as  is  best  suited  to  the  nature  of  those  sublime 
principles  they  profess,  and  most  for  the  lasting  honour  and  interest  of  our  religion.  And 
though  the  things  here  said  may  be  at  first  disagreeable  to  some  who  are,  or  have  been  in  part  of 
a  different  sentimenti  it  is  not  impossible,  but  that  upon  calm  and  cool  reflection  they  may  obtain 
their  i^probation^ 


A  passage  qf  Origen  out  of  his  Books  against  Celsics,  concerning  these  three  miracles^ 

I  HAVE  in  the  Vindication  prolixly  shewn,  that  the  literal  histories  of  these  miracles  are 
rational  consistent,  and  credible:  so  that  we  may  be  safe  and  easy  in  understanding  them  in 
their  literal  sense,  whitever  any  fathers  or  other  people  may  say  to  the  contrary.  I  shall  however 
here  set  before  the  reader  a  passage  of  Origen  written  about  A.  D.  245,  which  passage  I  have 
chosen,  not  only  as  containing  a  testimony  to  the  real  performance  of  these  miracles  in  their 
literal  sense,  and  shewing,  that  Origen  argued  the  messiahship  of  Jesus  from  miracles ;  but  also 
as  containing  an  excellent  observation  concerning  the  credibility  of  the  evangelists.  The 
reader  will  likewise  perceive  that  in  Celsus's  time,  who  flourished  about  the  middle  of  the  second 
century,  the  miracles  of  Jesus  were  much  talked  of,  and  well  known  to  the  heathens:  and  that 
the  Christians  in  the  time  of  Celsus,  or  before,  believed  the  miracles  of  Jesus,  and  argued  his 
divine  mission  from  them. 

*  But  this,'  says^  Origen,  *  is  no  new  thing  with  Celsus,  when  he  is  not  able  directly  to  oppose 
^  the  miracles  which  Jesus  is  recorded  to  have  done,  to  asperse  them  as  Juggling  tricks.     To 

*  which  I  have  already  often  replied  according  to  my  ability.  And  here  he  *  makes  us  answer 
^  him ;  that  we  therefore  believe  him  to  be  the  Son  of  God,  because  he  healed  the  lame,  and  the 
<  blind.  He  adds;  and,  as  you  say,  raised  the  dead.  For  certain  we  do  believe  him  to  be  the 
^  Christ  and  the  Son  of  GodC  because  he  healed  the  lame  and  the  bUnd.     And  we  are  confirmed 

*  in  it,  because  that  in  the  prophets  it  is  written :  <'  Then  shall  the  eyes  of  the  blind  be  opened^. 
*<  and  the  ears  of  the  deaf  shall  hear,  and  the  lame  man  leap  as  an  hart."^  And  that  he  raised 
^  the  dead,  and  that  this  is  not  a  fiction  of  those  that  wrote  the  gospels,  is  evident  hence;  that  if  it 
^  had  been  a  fiction  of  theirs,  they  would  have  related,  many  persons  to  have  been  raised  up,  and 
^  those  who  had  lain  a  long  time  in  their  graves.     But  it  not  being  a  fiction,  there  are  few  of 

*  whom  this  is  related :  for  instance^  the  daughter  of  the  ruler  of  the  synagogue  (of  whom  I  do 
^  not  ^  know  why  he  said,  she  is  not  dead,  but  sleepeth,  expressing  somewhat  peculiar  to  her,. 
^  not  common  to  all  dead  persons)  and  the  only  son  of  a  widow,  on  whom  he  had  compassiout 
^  and  raised  him  up,  after  he  had  bid  the  bearers  of  the  corpse  stop;  and  the  third,  Lazarus^ 

*  who  had  been  buried  four  days.* 

•  — -Koi  wv  h  fr^o'iy  oIoy«  ijfta;  aVoKfivao-^ai,  Iri  Aa  irXacriJia,  itxvv  evapiijir/tHg  XsXB'/^m,  rr^f  re  t9  OL^imvaywh 
fBT^  syo^a-aiJLef  avrov  sivou  Tloy  0e»,  eirei  ^wAe;  nai  rv(p\8f  !^vyartpa  (w'ffi  ^V  sx  ot^  Itws  eiirsy,  «)c  airs^avsv,  aX\a  Ka^ 
^tpativcrs*     TT^r^^o'l  h  xai  ro,  w$  v[ieig  ^als,  ay#5^  v«ep»;.      ^svhr  Xsyouy  ri  jrsft  avrrfS,  6  «  ffaa-i  rois  Jtfro^avBO'i  Tpo^y) 


yr/pa^cu'    Tors        *0n  is  xai  ysx^Bs  o-yis^,  xou  bk  «r*  ijftrepay  r^—^  -^-i-  i  «  _   <*- 

9\tM}M  tuiy  rcL  iMOLyyt\i%  ypa!^ayt(ior  itaptrce^oti  tx  re,  st         **  Ori 

fwy  *XfiWfAa  1JV,  m\X8f  ayaysypafdou  rss  ayaaraylaf,  xcurss  I  have 

^  Xf^^S  KC^TfloLS  tXBioyas  <y  rois  fK^yi^fOi/.  sifn  ^  tntiyi  p. '3GB. 


yrypa^cu'    Tors        *0n  is  xai  ysx^Bs  o-yis^,  xou  bk  «r*     ijftrepay  ty  r<y  f^yi^iJiSiw,  sy^yia.  Cont.  Cels.  1.  2.  p.  87* 
irXecqita  rmy  ret,  s\)ot,yysXi%  ypac^arroor  irapirotrai  sKr8,st         **  Origen^  it  seems,  did  not  then  think  of  the  reason  of  tliif, 
fMy  irXotf'fMt  ijy>  iroXXtf^  ayayr/pof^cu  ras  ayaaraylast  xoi  rv;     I  have  assigned  the  pLiIn  raasoo  of  k,  p.  352,    See  also;^ 
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A    V1NDICA.TI0N,    &c. 

Mr.W.  begins  his  fifth  Discourse,  p»  1,  ^,  with  saying,  that  he  is  now  to  *  take  into  examination^ 

*  the  three  miracles  of  Jesus's  raising  the  dead,  viz.  of  Jairus's  daughter,  Matt.  ix.  Mark  r. 

*  Lhfce  viii.  of  the  widow  of  Nain's  son,  Luke  vii.  and  of  Lazarus,  John  xi.  y  the  literal  stories 

*  of  which,  he  says,  he  shall  shew  to  consist  of  absurdities,  improbabilities,  and  incredibilities,  in 

*  order  to  the  mystical  interpretation  of  them.' 

1  have  read  over  his  examination  of  these  miracles,  and  am  still  of  opinion,  that  the  l)istories 
of  them  are  credible. 

1.  I  win  therefore  first  consider  all  his  objections  against  these  literal  stories. 

IL  I  will  consider  the  Jewish  Rabbi'^s  letter  inserted  in  this  discourse. 

III.  I  will  shew,  that  the  histories  of  these  three  miracles  are  well  circumstanced,  and  have 
in  them  the  marks  and  tokens  of  credibility^ 


CHAP.   I. 
SECTION  L 

ANSWER  TO  MR.  WOOLSTONS  FIRST  OBJECTIOIT, 

1  wnx  first  consider  all  Mr.  Ws  objections  to  these  ^  literal  stories.' 

Mr.  W.  says  in  his  preambk,  before  he  comes  to  propose  his  objections  in  form  :  *  that  these 

*  three  miracles  are  not  equally  great,  but  differ  in  degree,  is  visible  enough  to  every  one  that 

*  but  cursorily  reads,  and  compares  iJieir  stories  one  with  another ; — ^the  greatest  of  the  three,, 
^  and  indeed  the  greatest  miracle,  that  Jesus  is  supposed  to  have  wrought,  is  that  of  Lazarus*s 
'  resurrection;  which,  in  truth,,  was  a  most  prodigious  miracle,  if  his  corpse  was  putrefied  and' 

*  stank ;  and  if  there  were  no  just  exceptions  to  be  made  to  the  credibility  of  the  story.     Next 

*  to  that,  in  magnitude,  is  Jesus's  raising  of  the  widow's  son,  as  they  were  carrying  him  to  his 

*  burial. — The  least  of  the  three  is  that  of  his  raising  Jairus*s  daughter,  p.  4,  5.' 

For  my  own  part,  I  will  not  pretend  to  affirm,  that  these  three  miracles  are  equally  greats 
though  the  difference  is  small:  but  I  should  think  it  highly  probable,  that  the  being  which  can 
give  life  to  a  person  really  dead,  though  but  for  a  quarter  olT  an  hour,  or  even  a  minute,  is  able 
also  to  raise  to  life  another  that  has  been  dead  many  days.  The  length  of  time  in  which  a  per- 
son has  lain  dead  from  the  time  he  expired  does  indeed  somewhat  increase  the  certainty  of  his 
death.  But  the  difficulty  of  the  work  of  a  resurrection  from  real  death  is  so  very  great,  that 
length  of  time  from  the  decease  can  add  but  little  to  it.  This  alone  (if  it  be  true)  ruins  Mr.  Ws^ 
first  observation,  however  plausible  it  may  have  appeared  to  some.     And  he  himself  says,,  p.  3. 

*  He  believes,  it  will  be  granted  on  all  hands,  that  the  restoring  a  person,  indisputably  dead^  ta 

*  life  again,  is  a  stupendous  miracle.* 

If  then  it  shall  be  made  appear,  that  the  three  persons  here  mentioned  were  indisputably- 
dead^  and  raised  to  life  again ;  or  that  there  are  no  just  exceptions  against  the  credibility  of  these 
stories ;  we  have  in  the  gospels  three  stupendous  miracles,  which  were  wrought  by  Jesus  Christ; 
and  we  have  no  occasion  to  have  recourse  to  any  mystical  interpretations.^ 

1.  *  Observe/  says  he,  p.  6,  *  that  the  unnatural  and  preposterous  order  of  time,  in  which 

*  these  miracles  are  related,  justly  brings  them  imder  suspicion  of  faWe  and  forgery.  The  greatest 

*  of  the  three  is  indisputably  that  of  L^zarus's  resurrection  j  but  since  this  is  only  mentioned  by 
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«  St.  John,  who  wrote  his  gospel  after  the  other  evangelists;  here  is  too  much  room  for  cavil 
'  and  question,  whether  this  story  be  not  entirely  his  invention :  again,  if  Matthew,  the  first 
^  writer,  had  recorded  only  the  story  of  Lazarus,  whose  resurrection  was  the  greatest  miracle, 
^9iid  if  Luke  had  added  that  of  the  widow  of  Nain's  son;  and  John,  lastly,  had  remembered  us 

<  of  Jairus's  daughter — then  all  had  been  well ;  and  no  objection  had  hence  Iain  against  the 
«  credit  of  swiy  of  these  miracles,  or  against  the  authority  of  the  evangelists :  but  this  unnatural 

*  and  preposterous  order  of  time,  in  which  these  miracles  are  recorded  (the  greatest  being  post- 

*  pcmed  to  the  last)  adnlinisters  just  occasion  of  suspicion  of  the  truth  and  credibility  of  afi  their 
« stories,'  p.  9.  16* 

On  the  contrary  I  maintain,  that  St.  John  the  last  evangelist's  recording  a  miracle  omitted 
by  the  former^  even  supposing  it  to  be  greater  than  any  related  by  them,  does  not  administer 
any  just  occasion  of  suspicion  of  the  truth  and  credibility  of  all  their  three  stories,  or  of  any  one 
of  tnem. 

If  there  be  any  force  in  this  argument  of  Mr.  W.  it  must  lie  in  some  one  or  more  of  these 
following  suppositions : 

1.  That  some  of  the  three  former  evangelists  have  expressly  declared,  they  have  related  all 
the  miracles,  or  all  the  greatest  miracles,  which  Jesus  ever  wrought,  or  which  tney  knew  of. 

2.  Or,  if  they  have  not  expressljr  declared  this,  that  however  they  have  in  their  way  of 
writing  shewn  an  affectation  of  mightily  increasing  the  number  of  our  Saviour's  miracles,  or  of 
setting  down  all,  and  especially  the  greatest  which  they  knew  of. 

3.  Or  else,  tihat  the  later  evangelists  have  betrayed  a  fondness  in  their  gospels,  to  record 
more  in  number,  or  greater  in  de^ee,  than  those  who  went  before  them ;  and  thereby  give 
ground  for  suspicion  of  forgery  and  invention. 

4.  Or  lastly,  that  the  omission  of  a  miracle  recorded  by  the  last  evangelist,  if  it  had  been 
really  done,  is  absolutely  unaccountable. 

L  ^  That  some  of  tne  three  former  evangelists  have  expressly  declared,  they  have  related 

<  all  the  miracles,  or  all  the  greatest  miracles  that  Jesus  ever  did,  or  that  they  knew  of.'  This 
they  have  none  of  them  said.  Nor  is  it  so  much  as  pretended,  they  have  said  so.  Indeed  they 
have  often  declared  the  contrary. 

d.  Or,  « If  they  have  not  expressly  declared  this;  that  the  former  evangelists  have  however 

<  by  their  way  and  mai^ner  of  writing  shewn  an  affectation  of  mightily  increasing  the  number  of 

*  our  Saviours  miracles,  or  of  setting  down  all,  and  especially  the  greatest  which  they  knew  of/ 
This  Mr.  W.  charges  them  with :  *  To  aggrandize  tne  fame  of  their  Master,  as  a  worker  of 

*  miracles,'  he  says,  *  was  the  design  of  afi  the  evangelists,  especially  of  the  three  first,'  p,  7, 
This  does  not  appear  from  their  histories,  but  quite  the  contrary.  Having  related  two  or  three 
miracles  wrought  by  Jesus,  in  any  place,  they  content  themselves  therewith,  though  they  knew 
of  many  others.  St.  Mattiiew,  in  his  eighth  chapter,  having  set  down  the  miraculous  cures  of  a 
leper,  of  the  centurion's  servant,  and  of  Peter's  wife's  mother,  relates  no  more  miracles  particu- 
larly, but  only  says  in  general :  ^<  When  the  even  was  come,  they  brought  unto  him  many  that 
were  possessed  with  devils :  and  he  cast  out  the  spirits  with  his  word,  and  healed  all  that  were 
sick,''  Matt.  viii.  16.  And  in  divers  other  places  he  affirms  many  to  have  been  healed,  and 
many  other  mighty  works  to  have  been  done,  beside  those  he  puts  down.  Mark  has  taken  the 
same  summary  method  upon  many  occasions.  **  And  at  even,"  says  he,  <<  when  the  sun  did  set, 
they  brought  unto  him  all  that  were  diseased,  and  that  were  possessed  with  devils.  And  all  the 
city  was  gathered  together  at  the  door.  And  he  healed  many  that  were  sick  of  divers  diseases^- 
and  cast  out  many  devils,"  Mark  i.  32,  34.  St  Luke  has  followed  the  same  compendious  way 
of  writing.  Having  related  a  cure,  in  a  svnagogue,  of  a  man  which  had  a  spirit  of  an  unclean 
devil,  and  of  Simon's  wife's  mother,  he  adds :  **  Now  when  the  sun  was  setting,  all  they  which 
had  any  sick  with  divers  diseases,  brought  them  unto  him,  and  he  laid  his  hands  on  every  one 
of  them  and  healed  them.  And  devils  also  came  out  of  many,  crying  out  and  sa3ring.  Thou  art 
Christ  the  Son  of  God,"  Luke  iv.  40,  41. 

As  they  do  not  multiply  their  particular  relations  of  miracles,  but  omit  great  numbers  which 
they  knew  of,  so  neither  do  they  meet  always  to  take  die  greatest  in  degree,  or  those  tihat  seem 
•o.  I  do  not  pretend  to  understand  all  the  various  degrees  of  miracles.  But  it  appears  to  me 
a  more  showy  and  affecting  work  to  cure  a  demoniac,  than  to  heal  a  person  with  a  fever.^  But 
ytt  Mattheif,  in  the  chapter  just  quoted^  at  the  same  time  that  he  relates  the  cure  of  Simon's 
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wife's  mother,  omka  all  particular  accounts  of  those  which  were  that  same  day  delivei^  from 
evil  spirits,  though  tliere  were  many  such  instances.  There  is  in  all  the  gospek  but  one  jmif- 
ticular  account  of  any  person  cured  by  only  touching  the  hem  of  Christ^s  garment,  namely,  the 
woman  with  the  bloody  issue.  And  yet  there  were  many  other  such  cases.  St.  Matthew  says, 
that  ip  the  land  of  Genneserat,  they  **  besought  him,  that  they  might  only  touch  th^  hem  of  his 
garment,  and  as  many  as  touched  were  made  perfectly  whole,*'  Matt*  xiv.  35,  S6.  St.  Mark  a3SureB 
us  of  the  same  thing.  "  For  he  had  healed  many,  insomuch  that  they  pressed  upon  him  for  to 
TOUCH  him,  as  many  as  had  plagues,**  Mark  iii.  10.  And  in  another  place  he  siys;  "  Whither- 
soever he  entered, — they  laid  their  sick  in  the  streets,  and  besought  him  that  they  might  touch, 
if  it  were  but  the  border  of  his  garment:  and  as  many  as  touched  him  were  made  whole," 
ch.  vi.  5ij.  St.  Luke  also  confirms  this  account :  "  And  the  whole  multitude  sought  to  touch 
hi<n:  for  there  went  virtue  out  of  him,  and  healed  them  all,**  Ltike  vi.  19. 

Nay,  there  is  a  great  deal  of  reason  to  think,  that  the  evangelists  did  know  of  more  perscms 
raised  to  life  by  Jesus,  than  those  they  have  particularly  mentioned.  St.  Luke,  having  given 
the  history  of  raising  up  the  young  man,  says  immediately:  "  And  the  disciples  of  John  shewed 
him  of  all  these  things.  And  John  calling  unto  him  two  of  his  disciples,  sent  them  to  Jesus, 
saying.  Art  thou  he  that  should  come,  or  look  we  for  another  ? — Then  Jesus  answering,  said 
unto  them.  Go  your  way,  and  tell  John  what  things  ye  have  seen  and  heard^  how  that  the.blind 
see,  the  lame  walk, — the  dead  are  raised,**  Luke  vii,  18,  19,  2^-  In  St.  Matthew  our  Lord  3*ys 
the  same  thing  in  his  answer  to  John*s  inquiry:  *«  The  blind  receive  their  sight,  and  the  lame 
walk — ^the  dead  are  raised  up,**  Matt  xi.  5.  He  says,  "  The  dead  are  raised,**  in  the  plural 
number.  St.  Matthew  therefore  must  have  known  of  more  than  one,  though  he  has  given  th^ 
particular  history  of  the  ruler  of  the  synagogue*s  daughter  only. 

Farther,  in  answer  to  this  assertion,  that  the  design  of  all  the  evangelists  was  to  aggrandize 
the  fame  of  their  master,  as  a  worker  of  miracles;  I  would  observe,  that  the  gospels,  though  but 
short  histories,  are  not  filled  with  accounts  of  miracles.  There  are  whole  chapters  together  con- 
taining nothing  but  an  account  of  our  Saviour's  pure  and  heavenly  doctrine.  Other  chapters 
contain  nothii^  but  parables,  which  are  also  interspersed  here  and  there  in  other  parts  of  the 
narration.  Other  chapters  are  taken  up  with  the  cavils  of  the  Pharisees  and  others,  and  our 
Saviour*s  answers  to  them,  with  discourses  to  the  disciples,  and  divew  other  matters.  So  that 
the  miracles  alone,  separate  from  the  discourses  and  arguings  which  they  occasioned,  make  but 
a  moderate  part  of  the  gospels.  Many  miracles  undoubtedly  the  evangelists  have  related.  Nor 
had  Jesus  proved  himself  to  be  the  Messiah,  if  many  miracles  had  not  been  performed  by  him. 
Such  things  were  expected  of  the  Messiah,  when  he  came,  by  every  body.  Therefore  it  was, 
that,  as  St.  John  observes,  "  Many  believed  in  his  name,  when  they  saw  the  miracles  which  he 
did,**  John  ii.  23.  And  in  another  place,  "  Many  of  the  people  believed  on  him,  and  said. 
When  Christ  cometh,  will  he  do  more  miracles  than  these  which  this  man  hath  done?** 
ch.  vii.  31.  Nor  is  there  any  ostentation  in  the  working  of  any  of  these  miracles,  or  in  the 
manner  in  which  they  are  related:  but  they  are  done  for  the  confirmation  of  that  excellent 
doctrine  which  Christ  taught,  and  that  all  men  might  know  that  the  Father  had  sent  him,  and 
that  the  word  he  taught  was  not  his  own  but  the  Father*s.  "  If  I  do  not  the  works  of  my 
Father,**  says  he  to  the  Jews,  "  believe  me  not.  But  if  I  do,  though  ve  believe  not  me,  believe  ' 
the  works,  that  ye  may  know  and  believe  that  the  Father  is  in  me,  and  I  in  him,**  JcAn  x.  37,  38. 
And  to  the  disciples:  "  The  words  that  I  speak  unto  you,  I  speak  not  of  myself:  but  the 
Father  that  dwells  in  me,  he  doth  the  works.  Believe  me,  that  I  am  in  the  Father,  and  the 
Father  in  me:  or  else  believe  me  for  the  very  work*s  sake,**  ch.  xiv.  10,  11. 

Since  then  the  first  three  evangelists  appear  not  to  have  given  an  account  of  all  the  miracles 
of  Jesus  which  they  knew  of,  nor  of  all  his  greatest  miracles,  nor  of  all  those  which  he  had 
raised  from  the  dead:  since  they  have  not  filled  up  their  gospels  with  accounts  of  miracles  or 
other  wonderful  appearances,  and  have  written  all  without  any  marks  of  affectation  or  ostenta- 
tion;  it  can  be  no  prejudice  to  the  credit  of  another  later  historian  of  Jesus,  though  he  relate 
some  few  particular  miracles  not  expressly  mentioned  by  the  foregoing. 

3.  *  Or  else,  that  the  latter  evangelists  have  in  their  gospels  betrayed  a  fondness  to  record 
«  more  in  number,  or  greater  in  degree,  than  those  that  went  before :  and  thereby  give  ground 
*  for  suspicion  of  forgery  and  invention/  Here  St.  John,  the  last  evangelist,  in  point  of 
jiumber,  is  perfectly  innocent  j  he  not  having  related  half  so  many,  miracles,  as  any  cme  of  the 
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ibrmer.  The  c^lence  therefore,  if  there  be  any,  must  be  this,  that  later  evangelists  relate 
greater  miracles  than  the  foregoing.  And  this  Mr.  W.  would  insimiate  to  have  been  the  practice 
of  all  in  general.     For  he  says,  p.  11.  *  That  the  first  was  sparing  and  modest  in  his  romance; 

*  and  the  second,  being  sensible  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  former's  tale,  devises  a  miracle  of  a 

*  bigger  size;  which  still  not  proving  sufficient  to  the  end  proposed,  the  third  writer,  rather  than  his 

*  Prophet's  honour  should  sink  for  want  of  a  resurrection  miracle,  forges  a  story  of  a  monstrously 

*  huge  one.*  To  this  I  answer,  that  a  general  conclusion  ought  not  to  be  drawn  from  a  parti- 
cnlar  instance  or  two:  supposing  that  the  raising  of  the  widow's  son  of  Nain,  related  by  Luke, 
be  greater  than  that  of  raising  Jairus's  daughter,  recorded  by  Matthew;  and  that  the  raising  of 
Lazarus  recorded  by  St.  John  be  greater  than  either  of  the  two  former,  a  suspicion  of  forgery 
and  invention  cannot  be  fairly  admitted,  unless  an  affectation  of  enlarging  miracles  appear  also 
upon  other  occasions.  For  which  reason  we  wilLtake  a  view  of  the  conduct,  first  of  all,  of  the 
three  former  evangelists,  and  then  of  St.  John. 

In  the  first  place  we  will  take  a  view  of  the  conduct  of  the  three  former  evangelists; 
Matthew  relates  a  stDry  of  Christ's  feeding  a  multitude  in  a  miraculous  manner.  He  says,  there 
were  five  thousand  of  Uiem  fed  with  five  loaves,  and  that  twelve  baskets  of  fragments  were  taken 
up.  Matt.  xiv.  Neither  St.  Mark,  (ch.  vi.)  or  St.  Luke  (ch.  ix.)  have  related  a  greater  miracle 
of  this  kind;  but  tell  the  same  story  with  the  same  circumstances:  whereas,  if  they  had  been 
disposed  to  invent,  the  two  later  evangelists  might  have  easily  told  a  much  greater  miracle  of 
this  sort  than  Matthew  had  done.  Again,  St.  Matthew  has  given  an  account  of  raising  Jairus's 
daughter,  ch.  ix.  18.  St.  Mark  wrote  after  him,  and  yet  he  has  not  told  any  greater  resurrection 
story,  but  only  the  same,  ch.  v.  23.  Nay,  sometimes  a  later  evangelist  lessens  a  miracle  that 
had  been  told  by  a  former:  so  far  are  they  from  forging  huge  miracles,  rather  than  their 
Master's  honour  should  sink  for  want  of  them.  Thus  Matthew  tells  of  two  possessed  with 
devils  in  the  country  of  the  Gergesenes,  healed  by  Jesus,  chap.  viii.  28.  But  Mark,  who  wrote 
after  him,  mentions  but  one  of  those  men,  ch.  v.  1.  Matthew  also  speaks  of  two  blind  men 
restored,  to  sight  near  Jericho,  ch.  xx.  29;  Mark  mentions  only  Bartimeus,  ch.  x.  46,  and 
St.  Luke  says :  "  There  was  a  certain  blind  man  by  the  way  side  begging,"  &c.  ch.  viii.  35. 

There  is  another  thing  very  observable.  One  and  the  same  evangelist,  who  has  given  an 
account  of  a  very  great  miracle  of  a  certain  kind,  does  sometimes  a  good  while  after  relate 
another  miracle  of  the  same  sort,  but  a  great  deal  less  than  the  former. 

Thus  Matthew  first  gives  a  history  of  "  five  thousand  fed  with  five  loaves  and  two  fishes," 
and  says  there  were  "twelve  baskets  of  fragments,"  ch.  xiv.  But  when  he  afterwards  speaks 
of  another  miracle  of  this  kind,  he  mentions  but  "  four  thousand  fed  with  seven  loaves  and  a 
few  small  fishes,"  and  but  "  seven  baskets  full  of  fragments,"  ch.  xv.  These  miracles  are  iu 
the  like  order  recorded  in  St.  Mark,  ch.  vi.  viii.  Nay,  if  the  raising  of  the  widow  of  Nain's 
son  be  a  greater  miracle  than  raising  Jairus's  daughter,  as  Mr.  W.  supposes,  then  St.  Ltiks  has 
given  an  account  of  his  resurrection  stories  also  in  this  method.  For  the  former  is  in  the 
seventh,  and  the  latter  in  the  eighth  chapter  of  his  gospel. 

It  is  utterly  unaccountable,  that  a  forger  of  miracles  should  fall  into  such  a  method.  He 
who  forges  stories  of  miracles  knows  they  are  false.  His  reader's  mind  must  be  humoured.  By 
a  lesser  he  may  be  prepared  to  receive  a  greater,  which,  if  told  first,  had  perhaps  induced  him  to 
throw  away  the  whole  tale.  Besides  a  forger  of  miracles  certainly  designs  to  entertain  his 
reader,  whereas  in  this  way,  instead  of  being  entertained,  he  must  be  disappointed.  And  there 
can  be  no  reason  assigned,  why  the  evangelists  should  have  taken  this  method,  Tas  I  have  shewn 
they  have  done,  more  than  one  of  them,  in  several  instances,)  but  that  they  haa  a  strict  regard 
to  truth,  and  that  the  things  they  relate  had  been  indeed  so  done.  It  serves  to  convince  us  also, 
that  they  had  no  undue  desire  to  aggrandize  their  Master;  that  they  have  not  used  art  in  their 
compositions,  or  indulged  their  own  fancy  or  invention;  but  have  followed  a  certain  train  of 
real,  though  wonderful  and  surprising  actions. 

Now  we  will  take  a  view  of  the  conduct  of  St.  John,  the  last  evangelist.  It  is  St.  John  in 
particular,  that  Mr.  W.  means  when  he  says :  *  The  third  writer,  rather  than  his  Prophet's 

*  honour  should  sink  for  want  of  a  resurrection  miracle,  forges'a  story  of  a  monstrously  huge  one,* 
p.  11.  But  this  is  somewhat  strange,  that  Mr.  W.  should  impute  such  an  action  to  St.  John  j 
since  he  has  himself  said,  p.  7,  That  *  to  aggrandize  their  Master,  as  a  worker  of  miracles,  was 
« the  design  especially  of  the  three  first'    Moreover  Mr.  W.  allows,  p.  9,  that  one  resurrection 
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miracle  is  sufficient.  Why  tlien  should  it  be  thought,  that  St.  John  hath  given  an  account  ^ 
one  raised  from  the  dead,  but  that  he  knew  it  had  been  really  done  ? 

But  not  to  rely  on  these  observations  of"  Mr.  W.  though  so  much  in  our  favour:  let  us 
observe  St.  John's  conduct  on  other  occasions;  one  instance,  as  I  said,  not  being  sufficient.  It 
is  he  who  has  informed  us  of  the  turning  water  into  wine  at  Cana  in  Cxalilee,  John  ii.  1.  I 
am  fully  persuaded  this  was  a  real  miracle.  But  it  appears  to  me,  (and  I  suppose  to  others 
likewise)  one  of  the  least  miracles  any  where  ascribed  to  our  Saviour.  If  St.  John  fcu-ged 
miracles,  why  did  he  put  down  here  so  inconsiderable  an  one  ?  Why  did  he  not  tell  an  hugd  on#? 
He  had  full  scope  here,  as  much  as  any  where,  the  former  evangelists  not' having  bq|^  so  soon 
in  this  account  of  our  Saviour's  mimstry:  as  is  well  known  to  those  who  are  at  all  acquainted 
with  the  harmony  of  the  gospels. 

Nor  may  any  say,  that  the  reason  of  St.  John's  relating  here  so  small  a  miracle  was,  that  he 
judged  it  not  proper  to  tell  a  great  miracle  at  first,  but  to  reserve  such  an  one,  and  partioulady 
the  huge  miracle  of  Lazarus's  resurrection,  for  the  last.  For  soon  after  this  be  relates  a  sur- 
prising miracle  of  a  great  cure  wrought  on  a  person  at  a  distance,  and  that  the  son  of  a 
nobleman.  <<  So  Jesus  came  again  into  Cana  of  Galilee.-^And  there  was  a  certain  nobleman^ 
whose  son  was-  sick  at  Capernaum.  When  he  heard  that  Jesus  was  come  xmt  of  Judea  into 
Galilee,  he  went  unto  him,  and  besought  him,  that  he  would  come  down  and  heal  his  son,  fc^  he 
was  at  the  point  of  death — Jesus  saith  unto  him.  Go  thy  way,  thy  son  liveth."  And  after- 
wards upon  inquiry  <<  when  the  fever  left  him,  the  father  knew  that  it  was  at  the  same  iunir  in 
the  which  Jesus  said  unto  him.  Thy  son  liveth.  This  is  again  the  second  miracle  that  Jesus  did^ 
when  he  was  come  out  of  Judea  into  Galilee,"  John  iv,  4t)— 54. 

Let  us  view  St.  John  in  another  place.  In  the  sixth  chapter  of  his  gospel  he  relates  a  story 
of  Christ's  feeding  a  multitude  in  a  miraculous  manner,  which  is,  that  he  fed  <*  five  thousand 
people  with  five  oarley  loaves  and  two  small  fishes,"  and  that  they  took  up  <<  twdve  baskets 
full  of  the  fragments  that  remained."  This  is  just  the  same  with  what  the  three  other  evan« 
gelists  had  told  before.  But  why  did  not  St.  John,  if  he  indulged  invention,  ibrge  here,  or 
somewhere  else,  a  story  of  a  monstrously  huge  miracle  ?  It  had  been  altogether  as  easy  for  him 
to  have  told  a  story  of  about  ten  or  twelve  thousand  men,  or  more,  fed  with  two  loaves  and  one 
small  fish:  and  to  add,  that  when  all  had  eaten  to  satisfaction,  there  were  twenty  or  thirty  baskets 
full  of  fragments  taken  up. 

There  is  no  reason  then  to  suspect  the  truth  of  the  historv  of  Lazarus's  resurrection,  purely 
because  it  is  a  greater  miracle  than  those  recorded  by  the  former  evangelists.  If  the  miracle 
recorded  by  St.  John  be  greater  than  those  recorded  by  them,  it  is  not  owing  (for  any  thing 
that  yet  appears)  to  St.  John's  invention,  but  to  truth  and  real  matter  of  fact,  and  his  regard 
to  it,  which  was  equally  Uie  concern  of  them  all. 

4.  The  last  pretended  ground  of  suspici(Hi  of  <  fable  and  foigery'  to  be  considered  is,  *  That 

*  the  first  evangelist's  omission  of  a  miracle  recorded  by  the  last,  if  the  miracle  had  been  really 

*  done,  is  absolutely  unaccountable.'  Let  us  hear  Mr.  W.  who  is  here  very  copious,  in  his  way, 
saying  the  same  thmg  over  and  over  in  different  words ;  *  What  could  be  the  reason,'  he  asks, 

*  p.  6,  that  Matthew,  Mark,  and  Luke,  who  all  wrote  their  gospels  before  John,  should  omit  to 
^  record  this  remarkable  and  most  illustrious  miracle  of  Lazarus  ?— What  then  was  the  reason,  I 

*  ask  it  again,  that  the  three  first  evangelists  neglected  to  record  this  renowned  miracle  of 

*  Lazarus  ? '  p.  8. 

To  which  I  answer,  that  we  are  under  no  obligation  to  account  for  the  omission  of  the 
former  evangelists.  It  would  be  no  sufficient  ground  to  refuse  our  assent  to  St.  John's  history  of 
the  raising  of  Lazarus,  though  we  could  think  of  no  manner  of  reasqn  at  all  for  its  being  omitted 
by  the  three  former. 

However  a  variety  of  reasons  for  this  omission  offer  themselves.  I  have  already  shewn,  the 
evangelists  have  not  affected  to  increase  the  number  of  our  Saviour's  miracles,  but  passed  by 
many,  and  those  very  great  ones,  which  they  knew  very  well.  Mr.  W.  himself  allows,  that  one 
miracle  of  a  resurrection  is  sufficient.     He  says  likewise,  p.  S,  that '  the  restoring  a  person  indis- 

*  putably  dead,  to  life  again,  is  a  stupendous  miracle.'  (I  hope  to  shew  hereafter,  that  every 
person  said  to  have  been  raised  to  life  by  our  Saviour  had  been  certainly  dead,  andthat^therefbre 
every  one  of  these  instances  are  stupendous  miracles.)  If  then  the  least  of  these  is  a  stu- 
pendous miracle^  why  should  we  cavil  with  the  evangelists  for  not  putting  down  every  one  of 
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tbem>  the  greatest  mirflde  of  all,  if  indeed  there  be  a  difierence?  Is  it  not  very  reasonable  to 
suppose,  that  an  evangelist  might  content  himself  with  the  relation  of  one  person  raised  from 
the  dead,  since  one  instance  is  sufficient,  aDd  is  a  stupendous  thing? 

Another  very  common  occasion  of  omissions  in  writers  is  a  regard  to  brevity.  Mr.  W. 
himself  could  not  help  thinking  of  this  excuse^  <  the  studying  brevity,'  p.  9;  but  be  would  not 
allow  it  to  the  first  evangelists*  Nevertheless,  I  think,  they  have  the  best  title  to  this  excuse  of 
any  men  that  ever  wrote.  The  four  gospels  bound  together  do  not  make  a  large  volume:  each 
one  singly  is  a  very  small  book.  And  yet  the  evangelists  had  before  them  the  most  copious 
and  engaging  subject.  Beside  the  miracles  of  our  Saviour,  with  circumstances  of  time  and 
place,  the  names  of  the  persons,  occasions  of  working  them,  and  divers  other  extraordinary  tes- 
timonies given  to  him  from  heaven;  they  have  actually  inserted  in  these  pieces  an  account  of 
the  wonderful  manner  of  our  Saviour's  birth,  the  dangers  of  his  infancy,  the  miraculous  appear- 
ances of  Divine  Providence  in  his  favour,  and  his  removals  and  joumeyings  from  one  place  and 
countiy  to  another.  They  have  recorded  the  substance  of  his  doctrine  in  plain  terms,  again  and 
again.  They  have  set  down  many  parables  spoken  by  him,  together  with  their  exphcations. 
Here  is  a  mission  of  his  twelve  apostles  and  other  seventy  disciples.  They  have  also  given  the 
cavils  and  questions  of  the  Pharisees,  Sadducees,  and  Herodians,  and  our  Lord's  answers  to  them ; 
the  observations  and  reflections  of  the  people;  our  Lord's  public  discourses  before  all,  and  his  more 
private  instructions  to  his  disciples;  his  predictions  of  nis  own  sufferings,  of  the  destruction  of 
Jerusalem,  and  many  other  events;  jl  long  and  particular  account  of  our  Saviour's  prosecution, 
condemnation,  and  crucifixion,  as  also  of  his  resurrection  and  ascension :  not  to  mention  the 
history  of*  the  birth,  preaching,  bs^tism,  and  sufferings  of  John  the  Baptist  our  blessed  Lord  s 
forerunner. 

He  who  considers  this  great  number  and  variety  of  matters  contained  in  the  gospels,  (as 
a^  the  engaging  nature  of  uiem,  by  which  an  historian  must  be  much  inclined  to  dwell  upon 
them,  both  for  his  own  sake  and  for  the  pleasure  and  entertainment  of  others)  must  needs  allow, 
that  the  evangelists  have  ardently  desired  and  most  carefully  studied  brevity,  or  their  works  had 
risen  to  a  great  bulk.  They  have  certainly  aimed  at  this  all  along,  in  almost  every  part  of  their 
accounts:  and  I  have  before  shewn  they  have  done  this  in  their  relations  of  miracles;  since 
having  given  a  particular  history  of  some  few,  they  mention  many  others  in  a  summary  way 
onlv.  It  is  not  at  all  strange  then  (we  have  here  a  very  good  reason  of  it)  that  when  an  evangelist 
had  given  an  account  of  one  person  raised  from  the  dead,  it  being  a  stupendous  miracle,  he  con* 
tented  himself  therewith. 

Nor  ought  the  evangelists  to  be  blamed  for  aiming  at  brevity.  They  deserve  very  high  com- 
mendations both  for  the  design  itself,  and  for  their  excellent  execution  of  it.  Their  intention  was 
to  give  a  history  of  Jesus,  that  all  men  might  believe  him  to  be  the  Christ,  and  might  have  life 
through  his  name.  It  was  absolutely  necessary  therefore  to  put  down  the  doctrine  of  Christ, 
and  abo  somewhat  under  each  one  of  those  heads  above-mentioned.  But  though  the  subject 
was  extremely  copious ;  these  books  being  intended  for  the  use  of  all,  for  the  learned  and  un- 
learned, for  the  poor,  the  rich,  the  busy,  for  all  ranks  and  orders  of  men  in  all  times,  it  was 
highly  needful  they  should  be  short.  Great  books  are  tedious  and  distasteful ;  many  books  are 
troublesome.  And  I  am  persuaded,  that  the  evangelists  have  much  more  eff'ectuaUy  consulted 
the  benefit  of  mankind  by  their  short  ffospels,  than  by  writing,  as  they  might  have  easily  done» 
many  more,  or  much  larger  books  of  toe  history  of  Jesus  Cluist. 

I  have  proved  a  regard  to  brevity  in  general,  and  particularly  in  the  account  of  miracles  ; 
and  have  also  shewn  that  this  design  was  necessary  and  reasonable.  This  study  of  brevity  must 
certainly  have  obliged  each  one  of  tliem  to  observe  silence  upon  some  matters,  afler  they  had 
related  others;  that  they  might  reserve  room  for  some  important  events,  essential  parts  of  their 
history,  still  behind:  lest  they  should  proceed  to  a  length  and  prolixity  they  had  resolved  to 
avoid.  It  is  therefore  very  easy  to  suppose  in  behalf  of  the  three  former  evangelists,  that  when 
they  had  come  to  some  certain  place  or  period  in  their  history  of  the  ministry  of  Jesus,  they 
observed  they  had  given  a  sufficient  account  of  his  doctrine  and  miracles :  and  since  they  must 
reserve  room  for  an  account  of  his  last  sufferings,  and  his  resurrection ;  they  resolved  to  pass 
over  in  silence  what  happened  between  that  period  and  the  time  of  his  last  journey  to  Jerusalem^ 
where  he  suffered. 

Such  a  period  as  tliis  may  be  observed  in  the  three  former  evangelists,  by  which  means  they  had 
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not  an  oj^ortuni^  of  relating  the  resurrection  of  Lazarus.  I  will  shew  this  particularly  of 
ik.  Matthew  and  St.  Mark. 

St.  Matthew  says,  ch.  xix.  1,  %  3.  **  And  it  came  to  pass,  that  when  Jesus  had  finished  these 
sayings,  he  departed  from  Galilee,  and  came  into  the  coasts  o£  Judea  beyond  Jordan.  And 
great  multitudes  followed  him,  and  he  healed  them  tlfere.  The  pharisees  also  came  unto  him 
tempting  him,'*  &c.  From  which  verse,  to  the  sixteenth  verse  of  the  next  chapter  follows  an 
account  of  the  question  of  the  pharisees  concerning  divorce,  Jesus's  receiving  little  children,  the 
young  man  that  came  to  Christ,  some  discourses  between  Christ  and  the  disciples  about  riches, 
and  a  parable.  Then  at  ver.  17f  of  that  chapter  (the  twentieth)  are  these  words :  "  And  Jesus 
going  up  to  Jerusalem,  took  the  twelve  disciples  apart  in  the  way,  and  said  unto  them,''  &c. 
From  which  it  is  plain,  that  Jesus  was  then  going  towards  Jerusalem,  a  little  before  his 
last  passover. 

St.  Mark  says,  ch.  x.  i.  <<  And  he  arose  from  thence,  and  cometh  into  the  coasts  of  Judea 
by  the  farther  side  of  Jordan,"  &c.  From  whence  to  the  31  st  verse  is  an  account  of  the 
pharisees'  question  concerning  divorce,  the  little  children  brought  to  Christ,  the  young  man 
that  came  to  him,  a  discourse  between  Christ  and  the  disciples  about  riches.  Then  at  ver.  32,  it  is 
said :  **  And  they  were  in  the  way  going  up  to  Jerusalem,"  &c. 

From  which  it  appears,  that  St.  Matthew  and  St.  Mark  have  given  no  particular  account  of 
any  journeyings  of  Jesus,  and  have  spoke  but  very  little  of  any  thing  else  concerning  him  (except 
some  discourses  in  the  place  of  his  retirement)  from  the  time  he  came  into  the  country  beyond 
Jordan,  till  they  find  him  in  his  way  to  Jeresalem,  before  his  last  passoven 

The  same  thing  appears  to  me  in  St.  Luke  also.  But  that  I  may  not  be  tedious,  I  will 
decline  shewing  that,  particularly  at  present.  I  may  the  better  be  excused,  because  he  has  two 
resurrection  miracles,  which  is  one  more  than  is  suMcient. 

NoMT  the  time  of  our  Lord's  coming  into  the  country  beyond  Jordan,  may  be  learnt  from 
St.  John,  it  was  soon  after  the  feast  of  dedication,  John  x.  S2,  which  was  observed  in  the 
winten  For  he  says :  "  They  sought  again  to  take  him:  but  he  escaped  out  of  their  hand,  and 
went  again  beyond  Jordan  into  the  place  where  Jo^n  at  first  baptised :  and  there  abode.  And 
many  resorted  unto  him,*'  ver.  39,  40,  41.  From  which  country  (according  to  St.  John's 
account)  Jesus  afterwards  came  up  to  Bethany,  and  raised  Lazarus ;  and  then  *<  went  into  a 
country  near  the  wilderness,  into  a  city  called  Ephraim,  and  there  continued  with  his  disdples," 
John  xi.  54«  These  removes  the  other  evangelists  have  omitted  for  the  sake  of  brevity,  or  some 
other  reason.  Therefore  the  resurrection  of  Lazarus  could  not  be  well  brought  into  their 
relation. 

There  is  another  reason  of  their  silence  about  this  matter,  concurring  with  their  study  of 
brevity.  The  design  of  a  writer  may  be  collected  from  his  work.  From  the  three  first  gospels 
it  appears,  that  the  design  of  the  three  first  evangelists  was  to  give  an  account  of  the  most 

Eublic  part  of  our  Lord's  ministry^  They  therefore  entirely  pass  over  the  former  part  of  it,  and 
egin  their  relation  after  the  imprisonment  of  John  the  Baptist.  Thus  Matthew,  ch.  iv.  2. 
**  Now  when  Jesus  had  heard  that  John  was  cast  into  prison,  he  departed  into  Galilee."  Mark  i.  14. 
<<  Now  after  that  John  was  cast  into  prison^  Jesus  came  into  Ganlee,  preaching  the  gospel  of  the 
kingdom  of  God."  And  that  St.  Luke  also  begins  his  account  of  our  Lord's  ministry,  at  about 
the  same  time,  is  apparent  from  his  gospd.     See  ch.  iv.  14,  &c. 

For  the  same  reason  that  they  omitted  t^  former  and  less  public  part  of  his  ministry,  before 
the  imprisonment  of  John  the  [Baptist,  they  have  also  slightly  passed  over  what  happened  from 
our  Lord's  arrival  beyond  Jordan,  till  he  ii  going  up  to  nis  last  passover.  For  in  this  interval 
he  lived  somewhat  more  privately  than  he  had  done  before.  He  received  all  who  came  to  him, 
cither  for  instruction,  or  to  be  healed  by  him ;  but  he  did  not  go  about  the  cities  and  villages  of 
iJudea,  preaching  publicly,  as  be  had  done  for  some  time  before. 

St.  John  observing  what  had  been  the  method  of  the  three  former  evangelists,  and  that  they 
had  given  a  very  sufficient  account  of  that  part  o£  Christ's  ministry  which  immediately  sue* 
eeeded  the  imprisonment  of  John  the  Baptist,  resolved  to  supply  their  omissions.  By  which 
means  he  was  led  to  give  some  history  of  thin^  done  by  Jesus  between  his  temptation  in  the 
wilderness  and  the  imprisonment  of  John  the  Baptist;  and  also  of  some  things  tnat  happened 
t>etween  our  Lord's  going  into  the  country  beyond  Jordan,  and  his  journey  to  the  last  passover 
Mt  Jerusalem,  in  whidh  last  interval  the  miracte  of  Lazarus  was  performed. 
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.  We  have  here  (so  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge)  a  fair  account  of  the  occasion  of  th^  omission  of 
Lazarus's  resurrection  by  the  three  former  evangelists,  and  of  its  relation  by  St.  John. 

Once  more.  Since  the  miracles  of  Jesus  were  so  numerous  (according  to  the  account  of  all 
the  three  first  evangelists)  that  they  could  not  be  all  particularly  related  without  an  inconvenient 
and  unnecessary  prolixity;  these  evangelists  might  very  reasonably  prefer  some  miracles  beibre 
others,  and  in  particular  the  miracle  wrought  on  Jairus's  daughter  before  that  on  Lazarus.  If 
one  of  these  miracles  were  to  be  omitted,  I  would  ask,  which  of  the  two  it  should  be  ?  I  can 
readily  answer  for  mjrself  j  I  should  choose  to  omit  that  of  Lazarus  rather  than  the  other. 
And  though  all  men  should  not  presently  decide  with  me,  I  believe  that  most  would  waver  in 
the  choice.    ^ 

The  raising  any  person  to  life  is  an  amazing  and  truly  divine  work.  Jairus  was  a  ruler  of  a 
synagogue,  of  an  order  of  men  generally  averse  to  Jesus :  Lazarus  was  a  friend.  The  miracle 
therefore  on  Jairus's  daughter  is  more  unexceptionable  in  this  respect  than  that  on  Lazarus. 
All  the  miracles  of  Jesus,  considering  his  blameless  character,  and  the  circumstances  with  whidi 
they  arg  related,  are  really  unexceptionable.  But  there  are  degrees  in  all  kinds  of  things;  and 
one  miracle,  even  of  Jesus  himself,  may  be  more  unexceptionable  than  another;  which  is  an  im- 
portant thing  in  a  miracle,  as  well  as  the  greatness  of  the  work  itself.  In  this  respect  the  raising 
of  Jairus*s  daughter  is  preferable  to  that  of  Lazarus.  I  pass  by  the  honour  that  results  to  Jesus 
from  the  earnest  entreaties  of  so  considerable  a  person  as  Jairus,  that  he  would  come  and  lay 
hands  on  his  daughter,  who  was  at  the  point  of  death,  or  even  now  dead. 

Moreover  the  miracle  on  Jairus's  daughter  was  performed  in  the  very  height  of  Christ-s 
public  ministry,  when  there  were  great  numbers  continually  attending  on  him;  enemies  un- 
doubtedly and  spies,  as  well  as  other  people.  But  to  Bethany  Jesus  came  privately  with  his 
disciples,  and  unexpectedly,  to  raise  Lazarus.  There  happened  indeed  to  be  there  at  that  time 
friends  of  the  Pharisees  (as  I  suppose  there  where  every  where)  who  went  away  and  told  them 
what  Jesus  had  done.  But  his  arrival  at  Bethany  was  perfectly  unexpected  to  all,  and  a  surprise 
even  to  the  family  of  Lazarus.  The  evidences  which  there  are  in  the  relation,  that  our  Lord's 
coming  to  Bethany  at  that  time  was  unlocked  for,  shew  that  there  was  no  concert  between  him 
and  his  friends  there :  but  ibr  the  same  reason  the  Pharisees  might  not  be  so  well  prepared  to 
observe  this  miracle  as  some  others. 

To  conclude  this  point:  Mr.  W.  says,  p.  9,  *  If  Matthew,  the  first  writei,  had  recorded  only 

*  the  story  of  Lazarus,  whose  resurrection  was  the  greatest  miracle ;  and  if  Luke  had  added  that 

*  of  the  widow  of  Nayi's  son ;  and  John  lastly  had  remembered  us  of  Jairus's  daughter,  which 

•  the  other  evangelists,  not  through  ignorance  or  fbrgetfulness>,  but  studying  brevity,   had 

•  omitted,  then  aU  had  been  well.' 

Undoubtedly,  all  had  been  well  then,  because  there  are  not  in  the  gospels  any  tokens  of 
forgery  or  fiction,  but  plain  marks  of  a  real  history  of  matter  of  feet,  and  of  the  strictest  regard 
to  truth.  But  all  things  are  as  well  now.  And  if  Lazarus's  story  had  stood  in  the  three  first 
gospels  in  the  room  of  that  of  Jairus^s  daughter,  there  might  have  been  as  much  room  for  excep- 
tions  as  there  is  now,  as  appears  from  what  I  have  rust  said  about  the  circumstances  of  these 
persons.  Nor  is  there  any  good  objection  to  be  brought  against  the  present  order.  Tlie  three 
first  evangelists  have  wisely  taken  that  miracle  which  occurred  to  them  in  the  course  of  our 
Lord's  most  public  ministry,  and  which  is  in  all  respects  most  unexceptionable. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  reasons  I  have  here  offered  of  the  silence  of  the  three  first  evangelists 
about  Lazarus's  resurrection  are  such  as  readily  offer  themselves  to  my  mind;  they  arise  out  of 
the  gospels  themselves ;  and  they  appear  to  me  to  be  of  no  small  weight.  But  they  are  not  in- 
tended  to  the  prejudice  of  any  other  probable  relasons  assigned  by  Grotius,  or  Dr.  Whitby,  or 
any  other  learned  and  judicious  writers."  And  whether  the  reasons  offered  by  me  or  others 
appear  fully  satisfactory  or  not,  is  not  very  material:  we  not  being  obliged,  as^  1  said  at  first,  to 
assign  any  reason  at  all  for  this  omission. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  put  the  force  of  this  objection  of  Mr.  W.  into  the  beforementioned 
suppositions,  which  I  have  considered.  But  there  are  yet  several  particulars  he  has  men- 
tioned  under  this  head  of  what  he  calls  the  *  unnatural  and  preposterous  order  of  time,'  which  I 
suppose  we  must  not  pass  by.    He  says  then,  p.  6,  *  Since  this  [Lazarus's  resurrection]  is  only 

*  See  Dr.  Harrises  Reasonableness  of  believing  in  Cbrisf^  p.  3«  ^1. 
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<  mentioned  by  St.  John,  who  wrote  hi»  gospels  above  sixty  years,  accorduifi^  to  the  best  com- 

<  putation,  after  our  Lord's  ascension  ;  here  is  too  much  room  for  cavil  and  question,  whether 
« this  story  be  not  entirely  his  invention.* 

No  wise  and  honest  man  ought  to  countenance  cavil.  It  is  sufficient  that  there  be  no  just 
reason  for  doubt  and  question,  as  there  is  not  here.^  If  any  man  were  now  to  write  a  history 
(never  heard  of  before)  of  some  person  raised  from  the  dead,  about  sixty  years  ago,  in  a  town 
not  far  from  one  of  the  chief  cities  of  Europe,  and  should  mention  tinie  and  place,  and  names  of 
persons  concerned,  as  St.  John  has  done,  ne  would  find  no  credit  with  any  one«  Indeed  the 
design  is  so  foolish  and  extravagant,  that  no  one  will  attempt  it  where  there  is  a  liberty  of  in- 
quiry, as  there  certainly  was  in  St.  John's  time,  the  friends  of  Christianity  being  fewer  than  its 
'  opposers.  But  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose,  St.  John  first  told  this  story  now,  sixty  years  after 
our  Saviour's  ascension.  He  had  undoubtedly  told  it  before  an  infinite  number  of  times,  in  con- 
versation, and  in  public  discourses,  before  many  people,  when  the  fact  might  be  inquired  into, 
and  easily  known  to  be  true  or  false.  Eusebius,  who  took  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  get  the  best 
information  concerning  the  authority  of  all  the  books  of  the  New  Testament,  informs  us  from 
the  ancients.     <  And  when  now  Mark  and  I^uke  [he  had  spoken  of  Matthew  before]]  had  pub- 

•  lished  their  ^pels,  they  say  that  John,  who  had  hitherto  all  along  preached  only  by  word  of 

•  mouth,  was  induced  to  write.'*  &c. 

From  which  we  learn  two  things ;  first,  that  St.  John  had  roent  his  time  in  preaching  Jesus 
Christ,  from  the  time  of  our  Lord's  ascension  :  secondly,  that  nis  gospel  contains  the  substance 
of  his  preaching.  For  he  wrote  what  he  had  hitherto  taught  only  by  wprd  of  mouth.  Conse- 
quently he  had  often  told  his  hearers  this  story  of  Lazarus's  resurrection^  long  before  he  wrptie 
his  gospel. 

Soon  after  our  author  says,  p.  7*  *  The  first  writer  of  the  life  of  a  hero,  to  be  sure  makes 

•  mention  of  all  the  grand  occurrences  of  it. — If  a  third  or  fourth  biographer  after  him  shall 

<  presume  to  add  a  more  illustrious  action  of  the  hero's  life,  it  will  be  rejected  ^  fable  and  ro- 

<  mance,  though  for  no  otlier  reason  than  this,  that  the  first  writer  must  have  been  apprised  of 

•  it,  and  would  have  inserted  its  story,  if  there  had  been  any  truth  in  it.* 

How  the  lives  of  heroes  are  written,  I  do  not  know,  not  being  read  in  legends  and  ro- 
mances. But  omissions  are  common  in  the  lives  of  princes  and  other  ^eat  men.  Suetom'us  is 
allowed  to  be  an  excellent  biographer,  and  was  a  very  curious  and  inquisitive  person.  Yet  no  one 
doubts  of  the  trutli  and  credibility  of  several  things  omitted  by  him,  concerning  those  emperors 
whose  lives  he  has  written.  The  three  first  evangeusts  have  not  related  all  the  grand  occurrences 
of  Christ's  life.    They  expressly  say,  they  have  omitted  a  great  number  of  them.     If  they  had 

{)rofessed  to  be  particular,  and  to  take  great  care  to  omit  nothing,  there  had  been  some  ground 
or  this  objection :  but  to  make  it  now,  a  man  must  have  first  lost  all  modesty. 

But  it  will  be  said :  The  objection  is  not,  that  the  raising  of  Lazarus  is  another  occurrence, 
or  another  grand  occurrence  omitted  by  the  three  former  historians ;  but  that  Lazarus's  resur- 
rection is  a  most  prodigious  miracle,  p.  4 ;  'a  huge  and  superlatively  great  miracle,^  P*  7 ;  '  the 
«  miracle  of  miracles,'  ibid.  *  a  monstrously  huge  one,'  (p.  11.)  in  comparison  of  the  other; 
and  especially  of  the  first,  <  which  is  an  imperfect  and  disputable  miracle  in  comparison  of  the 

•  other  two,'  p.  9. 

This  indeed  Mr.  W.  does  say,  and  he  is  obliged  to  say  it,  however  contradictory  it  may  be 
to  what  he  says  at  other  times.  For  if  the  latter  miracle  related  by  the  last  writer  lie  only  ^me- 
what  greater,  more  considerable  than  the  former,  the  argument  is  of  no  force.  Let  us  therefore 
see  what  the  evangelists  say*  According  to  St.  Matthew,  the  first  writer,  Jairus's  daughter  was 
dead  before  Jesus  came  to  the  house,  for  tlie  musicians  were  come  to  make  lamentations  for  heir. 
And  according  to  St  John,  Lazarus  had  been  dead  fisur  days.^    He  mentions  no  longer  time. 

*  My)  h  Mapnov  xai  Aovxa  ftav  xcCt  avte;  ivttyysXicvv  njy  right,  when  he  says,  p.  30.  *  If  those  four  days  are  nuiDbered 

f x^oo-iy  iC8itoiif}fjt^vuv,  looavyrjy  f&o't,  rov  wavla  xP^yov  oe/paftp  '  according  to  the  arithmetic  of  Jesus's  three  days  in  his  gnive^ 

xBXp^fMyOf  KfiffvyiAoli,    nXQ*  xou   sti  rnv  ypct^rpf   tXUiv,  *  they  are  reducible  to  two  days  and  three  nights.*    So  it  is : 

roiaa-ii  %apiy  ounxf.    Euseb.  Hist.  £ccl.  1. 3.  c.  24.  part  of  the  day  on  which  he  was  buried,  then  two  whole  day^, 

*»  St.  John  says,  ch.  xi.  1 7.  «'  When  Jqios  came  he  found  and  part  of  the  day  on  which  he  was  raised,  and  thre^  nights, 

that  he  had  lain  in  the  grave  four  days  already."  But,  ven  Sp.  Thus,  I  suppose,  if  Lazarus  died  on  the  first  day  of  the  week» 

Martha  says  to  Jesus  9  "  Lord,  by  this  time  he  stinketh :  Ibr  he  was  buried  on  the  second,  and  raised  on  the  fifth*   He  bad 

he  hath  been  dead  four  days."    Therefore  the  former  four  been  dead  four  days  complete,  or  thereabouts  1  buried  four 

days  were  tncomplete*  and  it  was  but  the  fourth  day  since  his  days  incomplete, 
burials    Mo  Wpolstbn  therefbre  (to  do  him  Justice)  is  ki  tb^ 
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"But  according  to  Mr.  Ws  representation  of  the  resurrection  of  Lazarus,  that  it  was  a  *  supei*- 
^atively  great  miracle,  a  monstrously  huge  one,'  in  comparison  of  the  other ;  one  would  be  apt 
to  conclude,  that  Lazarus  had  been  said  by  St.  John  to  have  been  dead  at  least  forty  or  fif ly 
Vears,  whereas  he  does  not  say  half  30  many  days*  The  difference  as  to  time  between  that  of 
the  widow  of  Nain's  son  and  Lazarus  is  still  less  ;  for  he  was  not  only  dead,  but  carried  forth  to 
burial. 

I  argue  therefore  against  Mr.  W.  thus :  St.  John's  miracle  exceeds  in  degree  the  other  two 
but  a  small  matter,  therefore  he  did  not  invent  and  forge  it.  For  if  he  had  had  a  design  of 
forging  a  miracle,  from  a  sense  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  former,  he  would  have  made  it  prodi- 
piously  or  vastly  greater  than  these,  which  he  has  not  done.  The  reader  will  judge,  whetlier 
-this  be  a  confutation  of  this  objection  of  Mr.  W.  or  not. 

I  will  add  farther :  The  miracle  on  Lazarus  exceeds  that  on  Jairus's  daughter  in  but  one 
circumstance,  which  is,  that  he  had  lain  dead  a  little  longer.  In  several  other  respects  the  mi- 
racle on  Jairus's  daughter  is  superior  to  that  on  Lazarus  ;  for  Lazarus  was  a  friend,  but  Jairus 
was  a  stranger  and  a  ruler  of  a  synagogue  ;  and  the  miracle  on  his  daughter  was  performed  in 
the  most  public  part  of  our  Lord's  ministry.  St.  John  therefore  did  not  invent  the  story  of  La- 
zarus from  a  sense  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  former :  for  if  he  had  invented,  he  would  have  re- 
lated not  only  a  history  of  a  person  dead  much  longer  than  the  other  (as  I  shewed  just  now) 
but  the  person  to  be  tne  subject  of  his  miracle  would  have  been  a  stranger,  and  a  Rabbi,  a 
ruler,  or  a  nobleman,  or  some  other  person  of  figure  :  and  he  wouFd  have  placed  it,  in  all  like- 
lihood, in  the  most  public  part  of  Christ's  ministry.  What  I  say  here  appears  to  me  to  be  of 
the  highest  degree  of  probability  :  that  if  St.  John  had  contrived  a  miracle,  because  he  judged 
the  former  not  sufficient,  he  would  not  have  taken  a  friend  of  Jesus  for  the  subject  of  it ;  and 
he  would  have  related  it  with  several  other  different  circumstances. 

One  quotation  more  from  our  author,  before  we  leave  this  article.  *  Supposing  John  (who 
'  was  then  above  a  hundred,  and  in  his  dotage)  had  not  reported  this  miracle  of  Lazarus ;  but 
«  that  Clement  (joining  it  with  his  incredible  story  of  the  resurrection  of  a  phoenix)  or  Ignatius, 

•  or  Polycarp,  or  the  author  of  the  apostolical  constitutions  had  related  it ;  would  not  your 

*  Christian  critics  have  been  at  work  to  expose  it?*  p.  !?• 

This  argument  is  proposed  with  great  airs  of  assurance,  but  I  cannot  see  the  force  of  it.  As 
to  Clement's  story  of  the  phoenix,  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  it  here,  that  I  know  of;  it  not 
being  a  Christian  miracle,  but  an  old  heathen  story  told  by  many  authors,  though  with  some- 
what different  circumstances.  If  Clement,  Ignatius,  or  Polycarp  had  given  the  history  of  a 
miracle  of  Jesus,  written  in  a  credible  manner,  with  proper  circumstances,  I  make  no  doubt 
but  a  due  regard  would  be  had  to  their  authority,  in  proportion  to  their  nearness  to  the  time 
of  Jesus. 

As  for  John's  being  above  a  hundred,  when  he  wrote  his  gospel ;  it  shews  us  he  was  thirty 
years  of  age  or  more,  when  Jesus  lived  here  on  earth ;  and  therefore  was  arrived  at  years  of 
discretion,  and  was  able  to  judge  of  things.  That  he  was  in  his  dotage,  there  is  no  proof.  His 
gospel  is  not  the  work  of  a  man  in  his  dotage.  Let  Mr.  W.  shew  me  any  where  out  of  the  Bible, 
^o  nne,  and  yet  so  simple,  so  natural  a  narration  of  a  matter  df  fact,  as  that  of  the  cure  of  the 
man  blind  from  his  birth,  contained  in  the  ninth  chapter  of  St.  John's  gospel :  let  him  shew  me 
any  where  else  such  a  prayer,  as  that  recorded  in  his  seventeenth  chapter :  let  him  shew  me 
such  discourses,  so  affectionate,  so  moving,  so  every  way  excellent,  as  those  in  his  fourteenth, 
fifteenth,  and  sixteenth  chapters  :  I  say,  let  him  shew  me  any  where  else  such  things  as  these, 
hot  written  by  any  man  in  hb  dotage,  but  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  the  full  vigour  of  his  wit  and 
linderstanding. 

SECTION  IL 

Answer  to  Mr.  W's  Second  Direction. 

« I  PASS,'  says  Mr.  W,  p.  15,  •  to  a  second  observation. — What  became  of  these  three  per- 

«  softs  after  their  resurrection  ?     How  long  did  they  live  afterwards  ?    And  of  what  use  and  ad- 

•vantage  were  their  restored  lives  to  the  church  or  to  mankind  ?    The  evangelical  and  eccle- 

^'siastiod  history  is  entirely  silent  as  to  tliese  questions,  which  is  enough  to  make  us  suspect  their 
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«  stories,  to  be  merely  romantic  or  parabolical ;  and  there  were  no  such  persons  raised  from  the 
^  dead ;   or  we  must  have  heard  somewhat  of  their  station  and  conversation  in   the  world 

•  afterwards.* 

If  I  may  speak  my  mind  freely :  this,  and  all  that  follows  under  this  observation,  is  mere 
idle  and  impertinent  harangue.  1  have  so  good  an  opinion  of  the  generality  of  mankind,  as  to 
suppose  them  wiser  than  to  be  capable  of  being  moved  by  it,  to  admit  any  doubt  of  the  truth  of 
these  histories.  - 

We  are  not  concerned  to  know,  what  became  of  those  persons  whom  Jesus  cured  or  restored 
to  life.  A  miracle  on  the  body  does  not  mend  the  dispositions  of  the  mind.  Some  of  those  whom 
our  Saviour  healed  were  ungrateful.  Of  the  ten  lepers  who  were  all  cleansed  as  they  were  going 
to  shew  themselves  to  the  priests,  according  to  our  Lord's  direction,  there  was  but  one  "  that 
returned  to  give  glory  to  God,'*  Luke  xvii.  12.  Others  there  were,  who  published  every  where 
the  things  that  God  had  done  for  them.  Some  of  these  the  evangelists  have  mentioned.  But 
were  they  or  ecclesiastical  writers  after  them  obliged  to  write  the  lives  of  all  whom  Jesus  and  his 
apostles  healed? 

For  the  truth  of  these  miracles  we  have  the  testimony  of  the  evangelists,  honest  and  credible 
men.  Their  testimony  is  confirmed  by  the  event.  The  gospel  of  Christ  had  not  had  the  mighty 
progress  in  the  hands  of  the  apostles,  which  it  had,  if  these  things  had  not  been  true.  What 
they  did,  who  were  the  subjects  of  these  works,  we  do  not  need  to  know  particularly.  But  the 
event,  or  the  great  progress  of  the  gospel  in  a  short  time,  renders  it  highly  probable,  that  many  . 
of  these  persons  by  modest  and  humble  acknowledgments  of  the  benefits  they  had  received,  by 
satisfying  inquisitive  persons,  and  by  other  means,  according  to  their  several  stations,  helped 
forward  the  work  of  tne  apostles  and  others  engaged  in  spreading  the  doctrine  of  Christ. 

Our  author,  speaking  of  Lazarus,  who  is  said  by*  Epiphanius,  (though  without  any  cer- 
tainty) to  have  lived  tliirty  years  after  he  was  raised,  asks,  p.  16 :  "  How  did  he  spend  his  time 

•  all  that  while  ?    Was  it  to  the  honour  of  Jesus,  to  the  service  of  the  church,  and  propagation 

*  of  the  gospel  ?* 

Why  very  probably,  so  long  as  he  lived,  he  spoke,  upon  all  proper  occasions,  of  this  miracle 
wrought  on  himself,  and  of  the  other  miracles  performed  by  Jesus  upon  others ;  and  exhorted 
men,  suitably  to  his  station  and  circumstances,  to  believe  on  him  as  the  Messiah.  But  it  is 
most  probable,  that  oiir  Saviour  did  not  give  him  a  special  commission,  like  that  of  the  apostles, 
to  go  preach  the  gospel.  I  believe  our  Lord  had  a  greater  regard  to  the  decorum  of  things,  or, 
if  you  please,  to  the  rules  of  modesty  and  prudence.  There  was  nothing  better,  than  for  La- 
zarus to  stay  at  home,  to  be  ready  to  answer  inquirers,  who  might  come  to  Bethany  to  know  the 
truth  of  the  fact  reported  concerning  him.  Abroad  the  testimony  of  others  was  more  worth  than 
his  own.  And  St.  John's  shorl  account  of  his  resurrection  is  more  valuable  than  a  history  of  it 
written  by  Lazarus  himself  would  have  been.     «  And  of  Jauiis's  daughter,  and  of  the  widow  of 

*  Nain's  son,  which  is  astonishing,  we  read  nothing  at  all,'  p.  17*  Not  astonishing  in  the  least* 
Women  are  seldom  admitted  to  public  posts.  The  apostles  did  not  allow  women  to  speak  ia 
the  church.  It  is  no  wonder,  therefore,  that  Jairus's  daughter  has  been  no  where  mentioned, 
but  on  occasion  of  the  miracle  wrought  upon  her.  Should  her  private  conversation  afterwards 
have  been  recorded  ?  I  think  it  was  not  necessary.  And  after  all,  she  may  have  been  emi-  ' 
nently  useful  some  way  or  other,  though  we  have  heard  no  more  cJf  her.  The  memory  of  many- 
great  actions  has  been  entirely  lost.  We  have  no  authentic  accounts  of  the  preaching  of  jnany 
of  the  apostles  of  Christ.  As  for  the  widow  of  Nain*8  son :  he  may  have  died  soon  afler, .  or 
he  may  have  been  a  very  useful  person,  or  he  might  not  be  qualified  for  public  service.  We  know 
nothing  of  these  matters,  nor  was  any  body  obliged  to  inform  us  of  them. 

SECTION  in. 
Answer  to  Mr.  JVs  Third  Objection. 

Our  author  says,  p.  19.  «  By  way  of  objection  to  the  latter  of  these  three  miracles,  let  us 
<  consider  the  condition  of  the  persons  raised  from  the  dead.«— Where  then  was  liis  wisdom  and 

*  Quin  k  illud  inter  traditiones  reperimus,  trigiDta  turn  an-     idem  ille  postea  triginta  aliU  annis  vixit.   In  Haeret.  Uvi.  aect«^ 
IKM  ttatum  fuisse  Lazarum,  cum  a  morte  ezciutua  est  >  atqua     34.    Note  15.  of  Mr.  W*a  fifth  disc.  p.  IQ. 
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«  prudence  to  choose  these  three  persons  above  others  to  that  honour?'  p,  20.  I  answer,  that 
Jesus  did  not  ordinarily  choose  the  subjects  of  his  miracles,  but  healed  those  chiefly  who  earnestly 
implored  his  mercy,  or  who  pressed  on  him  to  be  healed,  or  importunately  desired  it  of  him  by 
others,  when  they  could  not  possibly  come  to  him  themselves.  It  was  great  wisdom  and  pru- 
dence in  him  not  ordinarily  to  choose  persons,  or  to  do  a  miracle  without  being  first  earnestly 
©ought  to  for  it.  If  he  haa  acted  otherwise,  it  would  have  been  made  use  of  as  an  exception 
against  the  truth  and  reality  of  the  miracle,  and  the  extent  of  his  power.  Indeed  the  widow  of 
Nain*s  son  was  in  some  sense  chosen  ;  but  since  he  was  publicly  carried  forth  to  burial,  and  the 
meeting  of  the  corpse  was  perfectly  casual,  this  choice  is  unexceptionable. 

*  Jairus's  daughter  was  an  insignificant  girl  of  twelve  years  old. — Tlie  widow  of  Nain's  son 

•  too  was  but  a  youth,  and  whether  older  than  the  girl  above  is  doubtful,*  p.  21. 

Never  the  worse  at  all,  on  any  account  whatever.  The  power  of  raising  a  girl  is  as  great  as 
that  of  raising  a  woman ;  and  a  Doy  of  twelve  years  old,  as  a  man  of  forty.  The  suspicion  of 
cheat  and  fraud  is  less  j  the  benignity  of  Jesus  is  greater,  in  that  he  disdained  not  the  meanest 
objects. 

*  But  that  an  insignificant  boy  and  girl  (forsooth  !)  and  the  obscure  Lazarus,  are  preferred  by 

•  Jesus  to  such  public  and  more  deserving  persons  is  unaccountable.*  p»  25. 

The  obscurity  of  I^zarus  is  no  objection  at  all,  as  appears  froni  what  has  been  already  said 
concerning  the  two  others.  The  more  inconsiderable  Lazarus  was,  the  benignitv  of  Jesus  is  the 
greater.  But  they  were  none  of  them  preferred  to  others.  Were  there  any  other  dead  persons 
proposed  to  Jesus  to  be  raised,  whom  he  refused  to  concern  himself  with,  though  he  raised 
these  ?  None  at  all.  If  by  preferring  is  meant  choosing  out  of  the  number  of  those  who  died  in 
Judea  during  our  Saviour's  ministry  ;  it  has  been  answered  already.  Jesus  could  not  ordinarily 
choose  an  object,  without  being  desired.  It  might  have  had  an  appearance  of  ostentation,  and 
enemies  would  have  said,  of  fraud  and  deceit. 

*  Jesus  raised  the  dead,  and  wrought  other  miracles  say  our  divines  often,  not  only  to  ma- 
«  oifest  his  own  power  and  glory,  but  his  love  to  mankind:  for  which  reason  his  miracles  are 

•  useful  and  beneficial,  as  well  as  stupendous  and  supernatural  acts. — On  this  topic  our  divines 

•  are  very  copious,  as  if  no  more  useful  and  wonderful  works  could  be  done,  than  what  he  did, 
^  p.  23.     Instead  of  a  boy  and  a  girl,  and  even  of  Lazarus,  who  were  all  of  no  consequence  to 

•  the  public,  either  before  or  since,  I  should  think  Jesus  ought  to  have  raised  an  useful  magi^ 
« trate,'  &c.  p.  24. 

Divines  say  very  truly,  that  most  of  our  Saviour's  miracles  were  acts  of  beneficence  to  those 
on  whom  they  were  performed,  and  were  in  this  respect  suitable  to  the  goodness  and  excellence 
of  his  doctrine,  and  to  the  goodness  and  meekness  of  disposition,  that  appeared  in  all  the  other 
parts  of  his  life.  But  the  main  design  of  a  miracle  is  not  the  profit  of  him,  who  is  the  subject  of 
It,  nor  of  others  his  friends  and  relations,  who  are  interested  m  him.  The  great  use  of  a  miracle 
is  to  attest  the  divine  mission  of  him  who  works  it,  and  to  give  authority  to  the  message  or  doc- 
trine which  he  brings.  And  for  this  purpose  the  raising  a  poor  day-labourer  is  as  useful,  as  raising  a 
prince  ;  and  opening  the  eyes  of  a  blind  beggar  by  the  way-side,  as  curing  a  powerful  magistrate, 
or  a  wealthy  merchant. 

It  is  not  the  intention  of  divines  to  strain  the  notion  of  our  Saviour's  beneficence  toward  all 
the  miserable  objects  that  were  in  Judea,  as  if  he  had  been  obliged  to  act  to  the  utmost  of  his  power 
for  the  temporal  advant.ige  of  men  at  that  time.     Mr.  W.  acknowledges  as  much.     *  That  Jesus 

•  ought  to  have  raised  all  that  died,  wherever  he  came  during  the  time  of  his  ministry,  none,  1 
« presume,  can  hold,*  p.  20. 

That  a  miracle  may  be  of  use  to  confirm  the  character  of  a  prophet,  and  the  truth  of  his  doc- 
trine, it  is  necessary  not  only  that  it  be  done,  but  that  it  be  known  to  be  done  by  him,  or  the  di- 
vine power  concurring  with  him.  Jesus,  when  at  Jerusalem,  might  have  healed  a  sick  person  in 
Galilee,  without  the  person  himself,  or  any  other  knowing  who  cured  him.  But  this,  though  an 
act  of  goodness,  would  not  have  made  known  our  Saviour's  character.  Let  us  give  an  instance* 
Jesus  might  have  immediately  healed  the  daughter  of  Jairus  (as  he  did  the  centurion*^  servant. 
Matt,  viii.)  upon  Jairus*s  coming  to  him,  and  desiring  him  to  come  and  lay  his  hands  on  her* 
And  this  would  have  been  perhaps  an  act  of  greater  goodness  to  her,  than  to  raise  her  after  she 
was  dead.  But  then  we  had  not  had  the  proof  of  hi^  power  and  divine  character,  and  of  the  truth 
of  his  doctrine,  which  we  now  have  from  the  miracle  of  rsamng  her  from  the  dead.    Nay  he 
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might  have  healed  her»  before  her  case  came  to  be  so  desperate  as  to  oblige  her  father  to  come  t<> 
him  for  help.  This  would  have  been  a  still  greater  act  of  goodness  to  her  and  her  friends,  if  we 
measure  goodness  and  beneficence  purely  with  a  regard  to  the  temporal  ease  and  advantage 
of  men. 

The  spiritual  interests  of  men  are  more  considerable  than  their  bodily,  temporal  interests^ 
The  spiritual  interests  of  many  are  to  be  preferred  to  the  temporal  interests  of  a  few  others,. 
Though  therefore  it  might  have  been  many  ways  more  for  the  temporal  advantage  of  Lazarus 
and  his  family,  for  Jesus  to  have  cured  that  sickness  of  which  he  died,  when  his  sisters  first  sent 
to  him ;  yet  it  was  infinitely  greater  benignity,  with  regard  tp  the  spiritual  interests  of  mankirul 
(of  all  the  sincere  and  inquisitive,  the  children  of  wisdom  at  that  time,  and  among  them,  of 
Lazarus  and  his  sisters,  and  also  of  all  such  persons  in  future  times)  not  to  interpose  at  firsts 
but  to  come  up  to  Bethany,  and  there  raise  Lazarus  from  the  dead,  afler  he  had  been  buried 
four  days. 

I  will  proceed  to  one  thing  more,  without  observing  intermediate  steps  or  gradations*  Ou^ 
blessed  Saviour  might  have  healed  all  the  persons  he  cured  during  his  ministry,  and  also  many 
Others,  without  their  coming  to  him,  or  without  their  so  much  as  blinking  of  him,  and  without 
any  one  else  knowing  tliat  those  cures  were  wrought  by  him  :  but  then  neither  the  men  of  that 
age,  nor  we,  had  had  the  proof  we  noW  have  from  his  works,  of  the  certainty  of  a  future  life, 
and  of  the  other  parts  of  Christ's  doctrine,  so  admirably  suited  to  raise  men  from  sin  to  holiness^ 
from  earth  to  heaven,  and  to  turn  them  from  Satan  to  God:  we  had  also  lost  that  eminent  and 
undeniable  proof  they  now  afford  us  of  our  Lord's  great  character :  we  had  not  been  assured,  as 
we  now  are,  of  that  unspeakable  instance  of  the  love  of  God,  in  sending  his  Son  into  the  world 
for  our  salvation.       .  '  . 

How  far  Jesus  may  have  extended  his  goodness  even  to  the  bodies  of  men,  during  his  abode 
here  on  earth,  beyond  all  those  miraculous  instances  of  his  power  for  attesting  his  character,  we 
cann6t  tell.  But  it  was  necessary  that  the  exercise  of  his  goodness  in  the  way  of  working; 
miracles  for  the  proof  of  his  mission  and  doctrine  should  be  chiefly  confined  to  those  who  were 
disposed  to  ask  help  of  him;  whether  they  were  poor  or  wealthy,  mean  and  obscure,  or  learned 
and  honourable :  and  that  the  exercise  of  his  goodness  should  be  also  regulated  in  a  great 
measure  by  the  nature  of  their  desires.  This  way  his  miraculous  works  are  free  from  ostentation^ 
and  are  unexceptionable. 

But  yet,  when  he  had  an  opportunity  of  doing  good,  without  incurring  the  suspicion  ef 
ostentation  or  concert,  he  readily  manifested  his  compassion  and  benignity  to  the  distressed;  as. 
he  did  in  particular  to  the  widow  of  Nain,  whose  son  he  raised  to  life  when  he  was  carried 
out  to  be  interred. 

And  herein  indeed  appear  wisdom  and  goodness,  that  those  acts  of  beneficence  performed 
by  him  on  the  bodies  of  men,  and  those  perhaps  chiefly  poor  and  mean  persons,  such  mostly 
having  come  to  him,  though  some  wealthy  and  honourable  (all  however  who  came  to  him,  none 
having  been  refused,  and  some  who  never  sought  to  him)  have  been  made  to  subser\'e  the  greal 
design  of  Almighty  God  in  saving  mankind ;  and  give  credit  to  that  doctrine,  which  is  of  such 
admirable  use  and  tendency  to  cure  the  minds  of  men  of  all  evil  habits  and  dispositi<»as :  tocure» 
1  say,  the  minds  of  men,  not  of  one  country  or  age»  but  of  all  the  world  in  all  time.  This  is  the 
wisdom  of  God,  and  the  power  of  Ood,  and  the  goodness  of  God. 

<  I  should  think,'  says  Mr.  W.  p.  24.  *  Jesus  ought  to  have  raised  an  useful  magistrate^ 

*  whose  life  had  been  a  common  blessing ;   au  industrioua  merchant,  whose  death  was  a 

*  public  loss.' 

The  design  of 'Christ  in  coming  into  the  world  was  not  barely  to  promote  the  temporal 
advantage  of  men,  but  for  im  infinitely  higher  end*  For  which  reason,  I  should  think,  he 
should  cure  and  raise  those,  whose  cure  or  restoraticm  would  most  serve  this  end«  These  are 
they  only,  who  might  be  cured  without  suspicion  of  cheat  or  fraud  j  wliich  are  chiefly  such  as 
voluntarily  came  to  him,  or  whom  he  casually  met  with}  whether  magistrates  or  subjects, 
wealthy  or  poor. 

Soon  after  he  says,  p.  S5,  *  Such  instances  of  his  power  would  have  demonstrated  him  to  be 

*  a  most  benign  as  well  as  mighty  a^ent ;  and  none  in  interest  or  prejudice  could  have  opened 

*  their  mouths  against  him,  especialty  if  the  persons  raised  from  the  dead  were  selected  upon  the 
'*  recommendation  (rf  this  or  that  city.' 
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Ridiculous !  Should  Jesus  have  gone  to  the  magistrates  and  people  of  some  town  or  city,  and 
tell  them:  if  they  had  lately  lost  any  useful  magistrate  or  worthy  citizen,  whom  they  wished  to 
have  restored  again  to  life,  and  would  be  pleased  to  recommend  such  person  to  him,  he  would 
raise  him  up  ?  I  think  no  minister  or  messenger  of  God,  endowed  with  the  power  of  working^ 
miracles,  would  be  guilty  of  such  meanness^  And  if  no  such  persons^  came  to  Jesus,  it  was  not 
his  fault.  However  there  were  some  such>  and  they  were  not  refused,  but  were  as  readily* 
gratified  as  any  others.  Thus  in  the  case  of  the  centurion,  whose  servant  was  **  sick  and  ready^ 
to  die,*'  we  are  assured,  "  that  when  he  hean^  of  Jesus,  he  sent  unto  him  the  elders  of  the  Jews,* 
tod  when  they  came  to  Jesus,  they  besought  him  instantly,  saymg,  that  he  was  worthy  for  whon^ 
he  should  do  this,"  Luke  vii.  2,  3.  And  one  of  the  persons  raised  to  life  by  Jesus  was  the 
daughter  of  a  ruler  of  a  sj^nagogue.  And  if  any  others  had  been- recommended  itt  a  like  manner 
by  rulers  or  elders,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  but  they  would  have  been  received^ 

But  certainly  it  was  by  no  means  needful,  that  the  miracles  of  Jesus,  of  any  kind,  should  be 
generally  performed  on  magistrates  and  wealthy  men,  or  at  their  recommendation.  This  method 
might  have  served  indeed  to  stop  men's  mouths,  but  not  to  convince  them.  There  is  an  observation 
of  Origen  in  his  answer  to  Celsus,  which  is  much  more  judicious  than  any  thing  said  by  our 
author  upon  this  subject.  *  It  is  not,*  says  Origen,*  *  a  number  of  impostors  met  together,  who 
« in  compliance  with  the  orders  of  a  king  or  emperor  have  decreed,  that  he  [Jesus]  should  be 
«  made  a  God;  but  the  creator  of  the  world  himself,'  &c.  It  is  much  more  for  the  honour  of^* 
Jesus,  for  the  credit  of  his  miracles  and  religion,  and  for  the  satisfaction  of  men  in  all  times,  that 
his  miracles  and  doctrine  obtained  belief  and  esteem  without  the  power  and  authority  of 
magistrates,  by  the  force  of  their  own  internal  excellence  and  evidence. 

<  But  now  I  am  speaking,'  says  Mr.  W.  *  of  the  fitness  and  unfitness  of  deceased  perspps,  to 

*  have  this  grand  miracle  wrought  on  them;  it  comes  into  my  head  to  ask,  why  Jesus  raised  not 

*  John  the  Baptist  to  life  iagain?  A  person  of  greater  merits,  and  more  worthy  of  the  favour  o^ 

*  Jesus,  and  of  this  miracle,  could  not  be.— This  is  a  very  reasonable  question,  V  p.  05.  A  very; 
silly  one,  most  people  will  think.  John  the  Baptist  had  performed  his  work,  and  finished  his 
course.  If  he  had  been  soon  raised  to  life  again,  the  value  and  merit  of  his  testimony  given  to 
Jesus  had  been  much  weakened.  If  it  had  been  related  in  the  histoiy  of  Jesus,  that  Jk>hn  the 
Baptist  had  been  raised  again  to  life  by  him;  Mr.  W.  might  have  said,  it  gave  ground  for  ms-^ 
piaon  of  collusion  between  the  principal  and  forerunner* 

SECTION  IV. 
Answer  to  Mr.  W.*s  Jbvrth  Objection. 

Page  26,  he  says,  *  Tliat  none  of  these  raised  persons  had  been,  long  enougli  dead  ta  ampu- 

*  tate  all  doubt  of  Jesus's  miraculous  power  ia  their  resurrection.'^  They  have  been  long 
enough  dead  to  assure  us  of  a  miracle,  if  tliey  are  raised,  who  have  been  so  long  dead  that  their 
nearest  and  most  affectionate  friends  bury  them,  ot  carry  them. out  tabe  buried:  as  have  they  also^ 
who  have  on  them  such  evident  tokens  oi  their  being, expired,  that  their  friends  hope  no  longer  for 
help  from  those,  on  whose  assistance  they  before  depended,  so  long  as  there  were  any  signs  of  life» 
The  former  is  the  case  of  the  widow  of  Nain^  son»  and  of  Lazarus;  the  latter  of  Jairus's 
daughter.  When  Jakus  came  to  Christ,  his  daughter  was  expiring,  for  he  says  ia  Matthew^ 
**  My  daughter  is  even  now  dead;**  in  Mark,  <*lieth  at  the  pdntofdeath.*'  Still  he  had  hopes  of 
help  from  Jesus,  for  he  says :  **  But  come  and  lay  thy  hand  upon  her  and  she  shall  live.V  But  before 
Jesus  got  to  the  house  she  expired^  and  all  hopes  were  gone..  <^  And  there  came  (says  St»  Mark^ 
from  the  ruler  of  the  synagogue's  house*,  certain  which  said.  Thy  daughter  is  dead,  why  troublest 
thou  the  Master  anv  fmrther  ?/'  ch.  v.  25.  This  is  good  reason  to  suppose  she  was  really  dead* 
These  messengers  doubtless  were  dispatched  away  to  Jairus,  to  acquamt  him  with  the  death  of 
his  daughter,  by  those  persons  that  attended  her  during  her  ^ckness,  and  were  convkic^  of  her 
being  expired. 

mv,  aAX*  X.  n  A,    CoDtc  Ceb.  L  3.  p.  133.  edit.  Cantab. 
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Mn  W.  says  a  good  deal  more  about  the  time  these  persons  ought  to  have  been  dead* 
Speaking  of  Jairus's  daughter,  he  says,  p.  27,  *  Supposing  she  was  really  dead,  yet  for  the  sake 
•^  of  an  indisputable  miracle  in  her  resurrection,  it  giust  be  granted,  that  she  ought  to  have  beea 

*  much  longer,  some  days,  if  not  weeks,  dead  and  buried.'  And  of  the  event  at  Nain,  he  says, 
p.  29f  *  AU  I  have  to  say  here,  is,  that  if  Jesus  had  a  mind  to  raige  the  son  of  this  wido^  in 

*  testimony  of  his  divine  power,  he  should  have  suffered  him  to  have  been  buried  two  or  three 

*  weeks  first.* 

Mr.  Ws  first  proposition  here  appears  to  me  very  strange,  *  That  supposing  she  was  really 
^  dead,  yet  for  the  sake  of  an  indisputable  miracle — she  ought  to  have  been  dead  much  longer.' 
If  she  was  really  dead  (as  she  certainly  was)  and  was  restored  again  to  life,  it  is  with  all  men  of 
sense  and  reason  an  indisputable  miracle. 

As  for  the  time  which  Mr.  W.  requires,  that  a  person  must  be  *  some  days,  if  not  weeks^ 
^  dead  and  buried;  buried  two  or  three  weeks  first:*  this  is  not  needful; '  If  we  could  not  be 
certainly  assured  of  the  death  of  persons,  by  evident  tokens  appearing  in  their  bodies,  in  less 
time  than  Mr.  W*  prescribes  here,  we  should  not  be  justified  in  committing  to  the  grave  any 
man  in  less  time.  Much  less  could  we  endure  to  bury  our  dearest  friends  and  relations  under 
two  or  three  weeks  or  more  after  they  seem  to  have  expired.  We  cannot  justify  burying  men, 
fcut  on  a  well-grounded  supposal  that  they  are  really  dead.  We  cannot  justify  the  laying  out  of 
men's  bodies^  as  we  do  very  soon  after  visible  tokens  of  death,  if  those  tokens  were  not  sufficient. 

And  since  they  buried  their  deceased  friends  much  sooner  in  those  warm  countries,  tiian  we 
^o  here,  this  must  doubtless  have  been,  because  dead  bodies  became  also  much  sooner  offensive 
there,  than  in  our  cold  climate.  This  circumstance  strengthens  my  argument:  for  how  can  we 
im^ne  that  persons  should,  by  burying  their  deceased  friends  so  early,  put  them  absolutely  and 
entirely  beyond  any  manner  of  possibility  of  reviving,  unless  they  might  well  and  safely  depend 
tipon  some  certain,  experienced,  and  uncontestable  proofs  and  evidences  of  their  being  already 
^deprived  of  any  remaining  life  ? 

There  may  have  been  mistakes  made  sometimes,  though  but  very  rarely ;  and  even  those 
^accidents  have  chiefly  happened  in  cases  of  sudden  death.  Where  any  dangerous  distemper 
precedes,  the  possibility  of  mistake  is  very  small,  and  can  seldom  happen.  This  was  the  case, 
Ve  know,  of  Jairus's  daughter,  and  of  Lazarus:  and  this  confirms  us  still  more  in  the  belief,  that 
their  friends  were  not  mistaken  in  the  persuasion  of  their  death;  upon  which  persuasion  the  one 
had  been  buried,  and  for  the  other  the  public  mourners  were  come  to  make  lamentations.  And 
as  for  the  young  man  at  Nain;*  though  we  do  not  know  how  he  died,  whether  suddenly,  or  of  a 

fradual  illness,  we  may  rely  upon  the  fondness  of  a  rtother,  a  widow  too,  that  she  would  not 
ave  carried  forth  to  burial  her  only  son  without  knowing  he  was  become  a  dead  corpse. 

It  is  80  natural,  and  even  unavoidable  for  men  that  argue  against  plain  truth,  to  contradict 
themselves;  that  it  is  hardly  worth  while  to  take  any  notice  of  Mr.  Ws  self-contradictions.  I 
:Shall  only  just  observe,  that  this  stoiy  of  Lazarus's  resurrection,  which  before  was  represented 
by  him  as  the  miracle  of  miracles,  superlatively  great,  and  monstrously  huge,  as  if  nothing 
greater  and  more  prodigious  could  be  devised  or  thought  of,  is  here  pretended  not  to  be  big 
enough  to  assure  us  it  was  any  miracle  at  all.  For  he  says,  p.  31 :  *  It  is  plain  that  Lazarus 
<  was  not  so  long  dead  and  buried,  as  that  there  is  no  room  to  doubt  of  tne  miracle  of  his 
^  resurrection*' 

Mr.  W.  says,  p.  28,  29:  *  And  where  there  is  a  possibility  of  fraud,  it  is  nonsense,  and  mere 

*  credulity  to  talk  of  a  real,  certain  and  stupendous  miracle,  especially  where  the  juggler  and 

*  pretended  worker  of  miracles  has  been  detected  in  some  of  his  other  tricks.*  Perhaps  there 
are  few  or  no  cases  where  there  is  an  absolute  impossibility  of  fraud.  It  is  sufficient  that 
fraud  be  improbable,  unlikely,  and  next  to  impossible.  In  such  a  case  (whicb  is  ours)  it  is 
not  nonsense  and  mere  credulity,  but  the  highest  reason  to  admit  the  truth  of  a  rel?ttion ;  and 
to  assert  a  real,  certain  and  great,  or  if  you  choose,  stupendous  miracle.  A  fraud  is  as  easy  to 
happen  in  a  person  who  has  been  dead  and  buried  many  weeks,  as  in  one  publicly  carried  out 
to  burial.  .  .  » 

Herein  however  I  readily  agree  with  Mr.  W.  that  it  is  mere  credulity  to  talk  of  such  a  thing, 
where  a  jtiggler  has  been  detected  in  any  other  tricks.  But  where  was  he  who  is  said  to  have 
raised  the  widow'a  son  at  Nain  detected  of  any  tricks  ?   Whea  Mn  W.  has  detected  such 
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a  thing  in  any  one  case,  I  will  allow  it  in  this  also.   But  till  then,  as  this  story  is  credibly  related^ 

1  shall  continue  to  pay  a  regard  to  it. 

Our  author  has  several  other  things  under  this  observiation ;  but  as  they  do  not  properly  belong 
to  this,  of  the  length  of  time  these  persons  are  said  to  have  been  deaa,  but  rather  to  his  sixth 
observation,  of  the  circumstances  of  the  narrations,  I  shall  take  no  notice  of  them  here:  I  have 
already  spoken  to  some  things  here,  which  ^might  have  been  let  alone  till  we  come  to  that 
observation. 

SECTION  V. 

Answer  to  Mr.  W^s  Fifth  Objection. 

»       5.  *  The  consideration  that  none  of  these  raised  persons  did  or  could  after  their  return  to 
« their  bodies,  tell  any  tales  of  their  separate  existence ;  otherwise  the  evangelists  had  not  been 

*  silent  in  their  main  point,*  &c.  p.  32. 

<  None  of  these  persons,*  Mr.  W.  says,  *  told  any  tales  of  their  separate  existence.*  So  I 
suppose  with  him.  As  for  the  two  first:  how  should  they?  being  only,  as  Mr.  W.  says,  *  an 
insignificant  boy  and  girl,*  of  twelve  years  of  age,  or  thereabouts.  Or  if  they  did,  the  evangelists 
were  wiser  than  to  take  any  notice  of  their  tales.  As  for  Lazanis,  I  would  suppose  he  was  a 
wiser  man  than  to  indulge  a  vain  inclination  of  amusing  people  with  idle  stories  of  no  use. 
Besides,  1  presume  he  had  been  a  follower  of  Jesus  before  he  died.  And  when  he  had  been 
raised  from  the  grave,  it  is  likely  he  was  yet  farther  confirmed  by  that  wonderful  work  wrought 
upon  himself  in  the  belief  that  Jesus  was  the  Messias :  and  that  instead  of  pretending  to  be  wise 
above  what  Jesus  taught,  he  would  exhort  men,  and  especially  his  neighbours,  to  attend  him^ 
and  hear  him,  who  had  the  words  of  eternal  life. 

The  evangelists  have  recorded  no  tales  told  by  any  of  these  three  raised  persons.  I  much 
admire  this  objection.  1  am  very  glad  they  have  not  mentioned  any  such  things.  Jesus  himself^ 
who  was  from  above,  who  was  in  the  bosom  of  the  Father,  has  not  delivered  any  profound  unin- 
telligible theory  of  the  separate  state  of  existence.  The  great  apostle  Paul,  who  was  "  an  apostle^ 
not  of  men,  neither  by  man,  but  Jesus  Christ,  and  God  the  Father  who  raised  him  from  the 
dead,**  Gal.  i.  1 :  who  nad  been  "  caught  up  into  the  third  heaven,**  and  "  into  paradise  ;**  who 
had  "  abundance  of  revelations,**  has  not  attempted  any  such  thing :  but  declares  that  the 
things  he  heard  were  "  unspeakable  words,  which  it  is  not  lawful  for  a  man  to  utter,**  2  Cor. 
xii.  2 — T.  He  treats  with  the  utmost  contempt  every  thing  that  has  a  show  of  wisdom  without 
real  advantage :  exhorts  his  dear  son  Timothy  to  refuse  **  profane  and  old  wives  fables,  and 
exercise  himself  rather  unto  godliness,**  1  Tim.  iv.  7-  to  **  shun  profane  and  vain  babblings,** 

2  Tim.  ii.  16  :  and  requires  him  to  "  charge  [meti]  before  the  Lord,  that  they  strive  not  about 
words  to  no  profit,**  v.  14. 

Jesus  and  his  apostles  have  made  known  the  certainty  of  a  resurrection  of  the  just  and  unjust; 
a  general  judgment,  wherein  men  shall  be  judged  in  righteousness;  when  the  wicked  shaJl  ao 
away  into  everlasting  punishment,  and  the  righteous  into  life  eternal.  ^Vhat  they  say  of  the 
different  recompeiises  6f  good  and  bad  is  great  and  awful,  sufficient  to  afiect  the  mmds  of  all; 
but  they  have  not  entered  into  a  detail  ofneedless  particulars,  above  the  capacity  of  men  in  the 
present  state. 

Religion  is  the  concern  of  all.  That  is  the  most  perfect  religion,  which  is  suited  to  all. 
This  is  the  Christian  doctrine,  which,  as  it  was  preached  to  the  poor,  and  to  every  creature 
under  heaven,  is  wonderfully  suited  to  all  capacities. 

To  the  immortal  honour  then  of  the  evangelists  be  it  said,  that  when  they  wrote  the  history 
9f  the  preaching  and  miracles  of  Jesus,  who  knew  all  things,  they  have  not  recorded  dreams  and 
visions,  or  abstruse  theories  of  a  separate  state,  for  the  amusement  of  mankind,  but  important 
certain  truths,  taught  by  Jesus  for  their  edification. 

,. .  *  Was  any  person,  in  this  a^e,  to  be  raised  to  life,  that  had  been  any  time  dead;  the  first 
',  tiling  that  his  friends  and  acquaintance  would  inquire  of  him,  would  be  to  know  where  his  soul 

*  had  been,  in  what  company,'  &c.  p.  3^.    Not  impossible :  vulgar  minds  might  show  siich 
weakness  even  now.    And  the  greatest  minds,  while  in  an  uncertainty  about  anomer  life,  might 


Digitized  by 


Google 


8J«  Vindication  qf  Three  of  our  Saviour's  Miracles. 

have  acted  in  this  manner.  Thus  some  of  the  greatest  men  of  antiquity,  justly  admired  by  alt 
the  world,  have  actually  told  dreams,  or  accounts  of  departed  men,  and  doubtless  with  a  good 
intention.  But  he  who  has  the  sun  needs  not  the  fight  of  a  candle.  The  evangelists,  keeping 
close  to  their  master,  are  vastly  superior  to  the  greatest  men  that  were  before  them. 

Our  author  is  pleased  to  trifle  «o  nrach,  as  to  put  questions  about  the  place  where  the  souls 
of  these  persons  had  been,  between  their  death  %nd  their  being  raised  up  again ;  «id  particu- 
larly the  soul  of  Lazarus.     <  But  the  thought,  that  any  of  Jesus's  friends  should  go  to  hell,  wik 

*  not  be  borne  with.     And  if  Lazarus's  soul  had  been  m  paradise,  it  was  hardly  a  good  work  in 

*  Jesus  to  recall  it, — to  the  troubles  and  miseries  of  this  wicked  world,*  p.  34.  Suppose  Lazarus*s 
soul  to  have  been  asleep,  or  in  paradise,  or  in  heaven  itself,  it  might  be  a  very  good  work  in 
Jesus  to  recall  it  into  this  world  for  a  time.  It  was  much  for  the  spiritual  benefit  of  many,  who 
might  be  induced  by  the  great  miracle  of  raising  him  to  life,  to  believe  in  Jesus,  and  receive  his 
doctrine,  which,  when  heartily  embraced,  is  fruitful  of  the  greatest  benefits.  Nor  could  the 
boul  of  any  good  man  be  unwilling  to  return  for  a  time  to  the  troubles  and  miseries  of  this 
wicked  world,  how  grievous  soever,  in  order  to  serve  the  great  design  of  saving  his  fellow 
creatures ;  for  which  end  Jesus  his  Saviour  descended  from  the  height  of  glory  he  had  with  the 
Father,  took  flesh,  and  underwent  the  troubles  and  sorrows  of  this  mortal  life.  And  it  might 
issue  in  the  end  to  the  advantage  of  Lazarus  himself:  as  no  man  can  doubt,  who  believes  a 
future  judgment,  and  that  Jesus  will  preside  therein^  which  is  the  doctrine  of  the  New 
Testament. 

SECTION  VL 
Anmer  to  3^r.  W^s  Sixth  Objection. 

6.  ANip  lastly,  •  Let  us  consider  the  intrinsic  absurdities  and  incredibilities  of  the  several 

*  stories  of  these  three  miracles,  p*  36.     As  to  Jairus^s  daughter,  and  her  resurrection  from  the 

*  dead«  St*  Hilary  *  hints,  that  there  was  no  such  person  as  Jairus; — and  be  gives  this  reason, 

*  and  a  good  reason  it  is,  why  he  thought  so,  because  it  is  elsewhere  intimated  in  the  gospel 

*  that  none  of  the  rulers  of  the  synagogues  confessedly  believed  on  Jesus,'   John   vii.   4B, 
and  xii«  42. 

St.  John's  words  in  the  last  quoted  text  are  these :  "  Nevertheless,  among  the  chief  rulers 
also  many  believed  on  him,  but  because  of  the  Pharisees,  they  dicl  not  confess  him,  lest  they 
should  be  put  out  of  the  synagogue.''  This  text  is  no  ways  to  our  author's  purpose.  The 
rulers  here  mentioned  by  St.  John  probably  were  members  of  their  great  council  at  Jerusalem, 
or  of  the  lesser  councils  in  some  other  cities  :  but  Jairus  ^  wasvthe  ruler  of  the  synagogue.  But 
supposing  Jairus  to  have  been  one  of  that  same  sort  of  rulers  wKich  St.  John  ^eaksof,  here  is  no 
inconsistency.  Jairus  might  believe  in  Jesus  and  come  to  him  to  heal  his  daughter,  and  yet  not 
publicly  "  con&ss  him  to  be  tlie  Christ.'* 

*  But  why  did  Jesus  say,  this  girl  was  but  in  a  sleep  ? '  p.  S6.  Mr.  W.  had  before  affirmed 
^is:  *  Jesus  himself  says,  she  was  but  asleep.'  And  it  is  true"  that  our  Lord,  "  when  he  came 
into  the  ruler's  house,  and  saw  the  minstrels, — he  said  unto  them.  Give  place,  for  the  maid  is 
not  dead,  but  sleepeth."  But  by  this  our  Lord  did  not  intend  to  deny  that  she  was  expired,  but 
to  assure  them  in  a  modest  way,  that  she  would  be  raised  up  as  it  were  out  of  sleep.  That  this 
is  our  Saviour's  meaning,  is  most  evident  from  his  use  of  these  same  expressions  in  St.  John 
concerning  Lazarus.  See  John  xL  4^  &c.  Lazarus's  sisters  sent  to  Jesus  to  inform  him  that 
their  brother  was  sick,  ^  When  Jesus  heard  that,  he  said,"  to  his  disciples,  •'  this  sickness  is 
not  unto  death,"  th^  is,  to  his  final  death,  to  a  lasting  death.  (So  the  words  must  be  under- 
stood, because,  according  to  St.  John,  Lazarus  did  actually  expire  and  die  of  that  sickness.) 
^*  But  for  the  glory  of  God."  Afterwards  St.  John  says :  "  These  things  said  he,  and  after  that 
he  saith  unto  them.  Our  friend  Lazarus  sleepeth,  but  1  go  that  I  may  awake  him  out  of  sleep. 
Then  said  the  disciples.  Lord,  if  he  sleep  he  snail  do  welL  Howbeit  Jesus  spake  of  his  death. — 
Then  said  Jesus  unto  them  plainly,  Lazarus  is  dead."    Where  in  formal  express  terms  St.  John 

*  In  loc.  Matt.  ^  Vid.  Grot  m  Matt.  ix.  18. 
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afldures  us,  that  by  sleep  our  Ijord  meant  death.  No  critical  reader  will  dbubt,  that  this  is  the 
meaning  of  Christ's  words,  which  he  spoke  of  Jairjis's  daughter.  Nor  will  any  lover  of  virtue 
endure  to  be  robbed  of  so  singular  an  instance  of  such  charming  virtues  as  humility  and 
modesty.  Instead  of  these  modest  expressions,  "  Give  place,  for  the  maid  is  not  dead  but 
sleepeth:'*  had  Jesus  been  a  juggler  and  impostor,  as  is  pretended,  or  had  this  history  been  a 
forgery,  we  had  had  some  such  silly  boasting  speech  as  this:  Ay!  the  young  woman  is  really 
dead,  and  your  lamentations  are  well  grounded :  but  let  me  only  look  upon  her,  and  say  a  few 
words  over  her,  and  depend  upon  it,  you  will  see  her  alive  again,  and  as  well  as  ever. 

*  If  he  were  going  to  work  a  miracle  in  her  resuscitation,  he  should  ndt  have  called  death 

*  SLEEP ;  but  if  others  had  been  of  a  contrary  opinion,  he  should  first  have  convinced  theni^  of 

*  the  certainty  of  her  death,*  p.  36,  SJ.  That  is,  Jesus  should  have  spent  time,  and  taken  pains 
to  convince  them  of  what  tney  were  convinced  of  before,  and  were  so  positive  in,  that  when 
they  understood  him  to  say  the  maid  was  not  expired,  but  only  sleeping  in  a  natural  sleep,  "  they 
laughed  him  to  scorn.** 

It  follows  in  pur  author :  "  And  why  did  he  charge  the  parents  of  the  girl  not  to  speak  of 
« the  Tniracle?*  ITiere  might  be  many  reasons  for  this,  and  those  founded  not  upon  the  false- 
hood  or  uncertainty  of  the  miracle,  but  on  the  certainty  and  greatness  of  it.  This  prohibition 
then  was  partly  owing  to  the  humility  and  modesty  of  Jesus,  who,  instead  of  ordering  men 
to  proclaim  his  works,  often  desired  them  to  be  silent  about  them.  It  was  partly  owing  to 
prudence,  that  he  might  have  opportunity  during  the  short  time  his  ministry  was  to  last,  for 
teaching  men  the  will  of  God,  and  for  instructing  his  disciples ;  that  he  might  avoid  the  sus- 
picion of  setting  up  for  a  ruler  and  governor,  or  attempting  any  disturbance  ;  which  suspicion 
might  have  arisen  in  men's  minds,  if  the  concourse  of  men  to  him  had  been  too  numerous. 

These  prohibitions  therefore  may  be  understood  to  be  only  temporary  or  for  the  presents 
Thus  our  Saviour  forbid  his  disciples  to  speak  of  the  transfiguration  on  the  mount,  "  until  the 
son  of  man  be  risen  from  the  dead,**  Matt.  xvii.  9.  It  was  not  long  before  he  was  to  be  taken 
out  of  this  world:  and  then  they  on  whom  he  wrought  any  miracles  might  speak  freely  pf  them, 
without  giving  any  occasion  to  suspect  his  designing  a  temporal  kingdom,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
civil  government  then  in  being. 

Besides,  though  the  parents  of  this  maid  were  to  be  silent  of  this  miracle,  here  were  many 
others  that  might  speak  of  it.  All  her  friends  who  knew  she  was  dead,  were  witnesses  of  her 
resurrection,  when  they  saw  her  alive  again. 

And  rather  than  suspect  any  bad  design  in  this  prohibition,  which  is  so  contrary  to  the  whole 
character  of  Jesus;  I  would  conceive  that  he  might  have  some  regard  to  the  character  of  Jairus, 
as  a  ruler  of  the  synagogue;  and  since  he  was  an  honest  man,  who  had  entertained  a  faith  in 
Jesus  for  working  so  great  a  miracle,  he  by  this  advice  of  silence  dispensed  with  his  speaking 
publicly  of  the  miracle,  which  might  have  been  much  to  his  prejudice,  and  was  not  at  present 
absolutely  necessary.  This  I  am  sure  is  more  consonant  to  the  meekness  and  goodness  of  Jesus, 
upon  many  other  occasions,  than  any  suspicion  of  fraud  or  imposture. 

<  And  why, — did  he  turn  the  people  out  of  the  house  before  he  would  raise  her?*  p.  37. 
Why,  perhaps,  partly  for  the  reasons  of  silence  just  mentioned.  If  many  had  been  actually 
present  at  the  raising  her  up,  they  might  have  been  more  excited  to  spread  abroad  the  miracle, 
and  thereby  make  too  great  a  concourse;  which  might  have  given  umbrage,  and  been  a  handle 
to  his  enemies  to  charge  him  with  innovations  in  the  state.  Another  reason  is  this ;  that  no 
more  might  thrust  into  the  room  where  the  young  woman  lay  dead,  than  those  he  took  with 
hiin;  that  there  might  be  no  disturbance  in  the  house ;  that  the  persons  he  took  along  with  him, 
might  have  no  interruption  of  any  kind;  that  they  might  be  sedate  and  composed,  and  attend 
onljr  to  the  work  he  was  about  to  perform  before  them;  and  that  they  might  have  a  near,  clear, 
distinct  and  full  view  of  it;  and  that  they  might  afterwards  (his  disciples  especially)  report  it  to 
others,  upon  the  fullest  assurance  and  conviction. 

There  wereliie  parents  of  the  young  woman,  and  three  of  our  Saviour's  disciples,  which  are 
witnesses  enough  of  any  action;  and  being  with  our  Lord  six  in  number,  might  be  as  many  as 
could  have,  in  the  room  where  she  lay,  a  clear  sight  without  inteniipting  each  other.  Five  close 
witnesses,  at  full  ease,  are  better  than  forty  witnesses  in  a  crowd  and  confusion.  This  action 
then  of  our  blessed  Lord  in  clearing  the  house  of  hired  musicians  and  other  people  is  no  excep- 
tion in  the  least  to  this  miracle. 

VOL    V,  2z 
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There  is  still  a  reflection  of  Mr.  W.*s  relating  to  this  miracle  to  be  x^onsiderecl,  which  h^ 
places  under  one  of  his  former  observations ;  which  I  passed  by  then,  only  that  it  might  be  coib- 
sidered  here  in  its  proper  place.     *  And  it  is  not,*  says  he,  p.  27,  *  impossible,  but  the  passionate 

*  screams  of  the  feminine  by-standers  might  friglit  her  into  fits,  that  bore  the  appearance  of 

*  death;  otherwise,  why  did  Jesus  tuni  these  inordinate  weepers  out  of  the  house,  before  he  could 

*  bring  her  to  her  senses  again?'  If  Mr.  W.  by  the  *  feminine  by-statiders'  means  any  persons 
different  from  "  the  minstrels  and  the  people  making  a  noise,"  [Matt.  ix.  23.]  which  Jesus  saw 
when  he  came  into  the  house;  and  would  insinuate,  that  these  persons  by  *  passionate  screams 
might  fright  her  into  fits  ;'  this  is  mere  fiction,  and  contrary  to  the  history  of  this  event  This 
young  woman  was  near  expiring  when  her  father  left  her,  and  when  he  came  to  Jesus  he  says 
she  was  then  at  the  point  of  death.  This  supposition  of  the  father  must  have  been  owing  to  tne 
nature  of  her  case,  which  he  had  seen  before  he  left  her,  and  not  to  any  passionate  screams  which 
he  could  know  nothing  of.  Besides,  who  make  passionate  screams  when  people  are  well,  and 
in  no  danger?  And  if  made  when  persons  are  desperate,  would  rather  be  of  service  than  other- 
wise. These  screams  then  to  fright  her  into  fits  and  an  appearance  of  death,  are  mere  fiction^ 
and  an  invention  of  the  author  against  the  history. 

If  by  passionate  screams  Mr.  W.  intends  the  lamentations  of  the  minstrels  and  other  people 
making  a  noise,  whom  Jesus  found  in  the  house :  I  should  have  thought  Mr.  W.  might  know 
very  well,  that  it  was  not  possible  they  should  hurt  the  young  woman  ;  unless  they  could  fright 
her  after  she  was  dead.  If  her  friends  had  not  known  she  was  dead,  they  would  not  have 
suffered  these  musicians  to  enter  their  house,  and  make  lamentations,  and  put  them  to  charge 
without  any  occasion.  The  music  of  these  minstrels  is  alone  a  sufficient  proof  she  was  dead. 
But  there  had  before  come  some  from  Jairus's  house,  which  said,  *^  Thy  daughter  is  dead,  why 
troublest  thou  the  master  any  farther  ?  *'  Mark  v.  35. 

I  think  I  have  now  considered  all  the  objections  against  the  faistocy  of  raising  Jairus*s 
daughter. 

^  As  for  the  story  of  the  widow  of  Nain^s  son,'  says  Mr.  W.  p.  87,  38,  *  excepting  what  is 
«  before  observed  of  the  shortness  of  the  time  in  which  he  lay  dead,  and  of  the  unfitness  of  his 

*  person  to  be  raised — I  have  here  no  more  fault  to  find  in  the  letter  of  it*  These  objections  I 
have  spoke  to  already.  But  under  one  of  them  Mr.  W.  placed  some  objections  to  the  circum- 
stances of  this  story,  which  I  will  now  consider.     He  then  says,  p.  28:  *  And  who  knows  but 

*  Jesus,  upon  some  information  or  other,  might  suspect  this  youth  to  be  in  a  lethargic  state,  and 
^  had  a  mind  to  try,  if  by  chafing,  &c.  he  could  not  do  what  successfully  he  did,  bring  him  to  his 
«  senses  again:  or  miglit  not  a  piece  of  fraud  be  concerted  between  Jesus,  a  subtil  youth,  and 

<  his  mother  and  others^  and  all  the  formalities  of  a  death  and  burial  be  contrived,  that  Jesus, 

*  whose  fame  for  a  worker  of  miracles  was  to  be  raised,  might  here  have  an  opportunity  to  make. 

*  a  show  of  a  grand  one.     The  mourning  of  the  widow,  who  had  her  tears  at  command,  and 

<  Jesus's  casual  meeting  of  the  corpse  upon  the  road,  looks  like  contrivance  to  put  the  better 

*  face  upon  the  matter.    God  forbid,  that  I  should  suspect  there  was  any  fraud  of  this  kind  here; 

*  but  of  the  possibility  of  it,  none  can  doubt.' 

To  all  this  I  answer,  that  the  character  of  Jesus  and  his  doctrine  prevents  all  suspicion  of  so 
vile  a  thing  as  that  of  contrivance.  His  doctrine  is  as  holy  and  excellent  (to  say  no  more)  as 
that  which  the  best  men  ever  taught.  He  is  in  his  whole  behaviour  innocent,  meek,  and  uiide- 
signing.  It  is  not  possible,  that  such  a  person  should  form  or  countenance  a  contrivance  to 
deceive  or  impose  upon  men. 

If  he  had  entertained  a  thought  of  contrivance,  yet  it  was  not  possible  he  should  succeed 
therein.     How  was  it  possible,  *  that  a  piece  of  fraud  might  be  here  concerted  between  Jesus,  a 

*  subtil  youth,  and  his  mother^  and  others ;  and  all  the  formalities  of  a  death  and  burial  be  con- 
« trived?'  Such  a  scene  could  not  be  acted  without  a  great  many  persons  being  in  the  intrigue 
(as  is  apparent  from  the  objection  itself)  who  must  have  known  the  iVaud.  Jesus,  who  had  so 
many  enemies,  and  tiiose  men  of  power,  was  the  most  unlikely  of  any  to  succeed  herein. 
Besides,  when  men  form  contrivance*,  they  are  not  of  such  public  open  scenes  as  this  was,  but 
are  attended  with  some  circumstances  of  secrecy.  When  was  there  ever  such  a  contrivance  as 
this  scene  is  ?  so  public,  so  open  ?  Jesus  entering  into  a  city,  many  of  his  disciples  with  him,  and 
much  otlier  people;  a  public  funeral,  in  day-time,  attended  with  much  people  of  the  city! 

Moreover,  none  could  be  under  any  temptations  to  enter  into  a  contrivance  with  him*    For 
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Answer  to  Mr.  WoolstorCs  sixth  ObjecSoH.  S!Ul> 

Jesus  was  poor,  and  subsisted  on  the  voluntary  contributions  of  his  friends;  and  therefore  could> 
give  no  bribes.     Men  must  be  some  way  or  other  tempted  to  such  an  action,  because  they 
thereby  would  incur  the  censure  of  the  civil  magistrate,  and  expose  themselves  to  some  very^ 
heavy  punishment.     If  you  say  here,  that  Jesus  did  at  last  suffer  deatli,  and  therefore  he  must 
certainly  have  been  convicted  of  some  such  fault  as  this:  I  answer,  that  it  appears  from  the 
history  of  his  condemnation  that  he  was  innocent ;  that  there  was  no  crime  proved  against  him  j 
^nd  that  Pilate  himself  saw  clearly,  that  it  was  only  out  of  envy  and  malice  that  the  chief  priestS' 
and  Pharisees  accused  him.     But  not  to  insist  now  on  this :  there  were  no  persons  punished,  or 
taken  up,  as  accomplices  with  Jesus ;  not  his  disciples,  nor  any  other  persons  whatever ;  which:^ 
is  a  demonstration  that  no  imposture  was  proved  upon  Jesus,  nor  suspected  concerning  him. 

As  to  what  is  urged  in  the  first  place:  *  Who  knows  but  Jesus,  upon  some  information  or 
'  other,  might  suspect  this  youth  to  be  in  a  lethargic  state,  and  had  a  mind  to  try,  if  by  chafing,. 

*  &c.  he  could  not  do  what  successfully  he  did,  bnng  him  to  his  senses  again:*  this  likewise  con- 
tains an  intimation  of  a  fraud,  which,  as  I  said,  is  absolutely  inconsistent  with  Jesus's  character. 
It  also  supposes  vile  and  selfish  people  to  be  in  a  combination  or  correspondence  with  him,  which 
is  entik^ely  inconsistent  with  the  mean  and  poor  circumstances  of  our  blessed  Lrord  in  this  worlds 
Lastly,  all  the  circumstances  of  the  relation,  the  tears  of  the  mother  (who  was  tlie  most  likely^ 
of  any  to  know  whether  her  son  was  in  a  lethargy  or  not)  the  great  number  of  the  people  at  this 
fiineral;  the  great  company  with  Jesus  (who,  if  the  meeting  of  the  corpse  was  not  casual,  must 
have  known  it)  our  Lord*s  coming  up  to  the  bier  and  touching  it,  without 'asking  beforehand 
any  questions,  concur  together  to  induce  us  to  believe  that  it  was  a  real  miracle.  To  which 
might  be  added,  that  the  company  present  were  fully  convinced,  it  was  neither  a  contrivance, 
nor  a  cure  performed  by  a  successful  and  fortunate  chafing,  but  a  great  and  awful  miracle:  For 
**  there  came  a  fear  on  all,  and  they  glorified  God,  saying,  that  a  great  prophet  is  risen  up 
amongst  us,  and  that  God  hath  visited  his  people,**  Luke  vii.  16. 

We  may  now  proceed  to  the  story  of  Lazarus,  which  the  author  calls  long,  and  says,  *  la 
•brimful  of  absurdities.     He  will  single  out  only  three  or  four  of  them  at  present,  reserving  the 

*  rest  for  another  opportunity,  when  the  whole  story  of  this  miracle  will  appear  to  be  such  a  con- 

*  texture  of  folly^  and  fraud  m  its  contrivance,  execution  and  relation,  as  is  not  to  be  equalled  ia 

*  all  romantic  history,*  p.  8Sl  Let  us  however  examine  the  three  or  four  pretended  absurdities. 
First  then>  says  Mi\  W.    <  Observe  that  Jesus  is  said  to  have  wept  and  groaned  for  the  death  of 

*  Lazarus.     Patience  and  resignation  unto  God  upon  the  death  of  our  dearest  friends  and  rela- 

*  tions  is  what  all  philosophers  have  rightly  taught;  and  Jesus,  one  would  think,  should  have 

*  been  the  most  heroical  example  of  these  graces*    A  stoical  apathy  had  better  become  him  than 

*  such  childish  and  effeminate  grief,*  p.  38* 

It  does  not  appear  from  St.  John,  that  Jesus  did  weep  and  groan  for  the  death  of  Lazarus. 
He  says  indeed  that  "  Jesus  wept:  then  said  the  Jews,  bMshold  how  he  loved  him.**  But  it  does 
not  follow,  that  in  this  they  judged  right,  any  more  than  in  some  other  reflections  passed  on 
Jesus  at  other  times;  which  though  the  evangelists  knew  to  be  false,  they  do  not  concern  thera« 
selves  to  refute  them.  But  supposing,  de  did  out  of  love  for  Lazarus  weep  for  his  death;  there 
is  nothing  in  this  inconsistent  with  patience  and  resignation  to  God.*  Nor  is  there  any  thing 
therein  weak  and  effeminate.  The  ancients,  who  by  many  are  thought  best  to  have  understood 
human  nature,  did  not  think  tears  unmanful,  or  disgraceful  to  a  man  of  true  fortitude;  as  might 
be  amply  shown,  if  needful.  For  ray  own  part,  I  never  loved  stoical  principles  or  dispositions^ 
and  I  believe  Jesus  had  as  tender  sentiments  as  any  man.  Supposing  then  the  death  of  Lazarus, 
and  the  affection  Jesus  had  for  him  to  have  been  the  cause  of  these  tears,  I  see  no  absurdity  in 
them.  But  there  were  other  things  before  Jesus  of  an  affecting  kind,  which  might  have  drawn 
forth  these  tears  of  compassion.  He  might  at  that  time  be  ^ected  with  the  thought  of  the 
many  afflictions,  to  which  human  nature  is  liable  in  this  state:  or  he  might  be  affected  with  the 
excess  of  sorrow,  which  the  sisters  of  Lazarus  and  other  persons  tliea  present  seem  to  have 
showed  on  this  occasion. 

As  for  the  groans  of  Jesus,  they  were  not  owing  to  the  death  of  Lazarus,  but  to  somewhat 
else,  as  is  very  plaia  from  the  account; .  which. is  this:  "  Thea  when  Mary  was  come  where  Jesus 
was,  and  saw  him,  she  fell  down  at  his  feet,  saying  unto  him.  Lord,  if  thou  hadst  been  here,  my 
brother  had  not  died.    When  Jesus  therefore  saw  her  weeping,  and  the  Jews  also  weeping  which  - 

^  See  Dn  Harrises  Remarks  on  the  Case  ol  Lazarus^  p.  75. 
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catne  wifli  her,  he  groaned  in  the  spirit,  and  was  troubled."  Here  are  two  Just  grounds  efgri^f 
and  conc€frn,  namely,  the  excess  of  sorrow  and  mourning  of  Maiy  and  her  mends  for  the  loss  of 
Lazarus;  and  secondly,  the  tokens  which  she  and  the  rest  gave  of  want  of  faith  in  his  power  to 
raise  him  up  after  his  death.  For  Mary  says  to  him;  **  If  thou  hadst  been  here,  my  brother 
had  not  died;"  which  implies  her  doubting  his  power  to  raise  him  up:  which  was  a  great  fault 
in  her,  considering  the  proofs  he  had  before  given  of  his  power;  considering  all  the  appearances 
from  heaven  in  Jiis  favour,  and  all  the  other  evidences  that  had  been  given  that  he  was  the  Christ. 
It  was  also  just  matter  of  concern,  that  tlie  faith  of  the  people  witli  her  was  so  far  from  answer- 
ing  the  proofs  he  had  given  of  his  power. 

The  occasion  of  his  last  groanmg  was  thus :  ^*  And  some  of  them  said.  Could  not  this  man 
which  opened  the  eyes  of  the  blind,  have  caused  that  even  this  man  should  not  have  died?  Jesus 
therefore  again  groaning  in  himself,  cometh  to  the  grave."  Here  also  was  another  sign  of  want 
of  faith  in  his  power  to  raise  dead  Lazarus;  which  showed,  they  did  not  fully  believe  him  to  be 
the  Christ,  fhough  he  had  given  more  than  sufficient  proof  of  it.*  It  is  also  highly  probable, 
that  our  blessed  Lord  was  now  touched  with  the  tliought  of  their  continued  future  unbeh'ef,  and 
the  miseries  it  would  bring  upon  them.  As  they  had  not  admitted  a  full  conviction  of  bis  cha- 
racter from  the  works  they  had  already  seen  him  do,  so  he  foresaw  they  would  not  be  convinced 
neither  by  the  great  work  he  was  now  going  to  do  in  raising  Lazarus  to  life,  but  would  afler  all 
persist  in  then:  dbstinate  malice  and  unbelief  And  supposing  Jesus  to  have  really  done  those 
things  which  are  told  of  him  in  the  gospels,  I  think  no  one  can  deny,  but  that  the  hardness  of 
heart  which  was  in  that  people  was  matter  of  just  grief  to  any  wise  and  good  man. 

<  Secondly,  observe,'  says  the  author,  p.  40.  *  that  John  says,  it  was  with  a  loud  voice,  that 
^  Jesus  called  Lazarus  forth'  out  of  his  grave.— -Was  dead  Lazarus  dea&r  than  Jairus*s  daughter^ 
*  or  the  widow's  son?'  &c. 

It  is  necessary,  when  a  miracle  is  wrought  for  the  proof  of  the  character  or  divine  mission  of 
any  person,  that  it  appear  to  be  done  by  him,  and  not  to  be  a  casual  thing.  It  has  been  common 
therefore  for  all  the  prophets  and  extraordinary  messengers  of  God  to  make  use  of  some  external 
action  at  the  same  time  that  they  performed  a  miracle,  though  that  external  action  was  in  itself 
of  no  real  virtue.  When  the  red  sea  was  to  be  opened  to  give  a  passage  for  the  children  of 
Israel,  «*  God  said  to  Moses:  Lift  up  thy  rod,  and  stretch  thine  hand  over  the  sea,  and  divide 
it,"  Exod.  xiv.  16.  And  when  they  had  passed  through,  "  God  said  unto  Moses,  Stretch  out 
thine  hand  over  the  sea,  that  the  waters  may  come  again  upon  the  Eg}'ptians,"  ver.  26.  The 
**  stretching  the  hand  "  did  not  divide  the  sea,  but  the  divine  power  that  accompanied  that 
action.  Nevertheless  the  action  was  of  great  use  to  comance  the  people,  that  the  dividing  or 
returning  of  the  waters,  which  immediately  followed  thereupon,  was  not  a  casual  natural  event, 
but  that  God  was  with  Moses  their  leader.  The  same  thing  may  be  said  of  any  other  external 
actions  made  use  ef  by  Moses,  or  other  ancient  prophets.  Jesus  in  hke  manner,  when  he  iu'^ 
tended  a  miracle,  sometimes  laid  his  hands  on  the  person  to  be  cured ;  or  else  said.  Be  thou 
clean,  be  thou  healed,  or  used  some  such  other  words;  that  the  people  might  be  assured,  that 
the  cure  was  wrought  by  him,  and  might  believe  that  God  had  sent  him.  lor  tliis  reason,  when 
he  raised  Jairus*s  daughter,  "  he  took  her  by  the  hand,^'  and  said  unto  her,  "  Damsel,  arise.** 
And  when  he  raised  the  widow's  son  at  Nain,  "  he  said^  Young  man,  I  say  unto  thee,  arise.** 
And  when  he  raised  Lazarus,  *<  he  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  Lazarus,  come  K)rth,'*  There  is  no 
absurdity  in  the  loudness  of  the  voice.  It  well  became  so  solemn  and  awful  an  ef\'ent.  When 
he  raised  Jairus^s  daughter,  there  was  no  occasion  for  a  loud  voice;  she  being  raised  to  life  in 
the  chamber  where  she  lay,  where  there  were  no  more  than  five  persons  present.  But  at  Laza* 
rus's  grave  a  loud  voice  was  not  at  all  improper,  when  there  was  by  a  great  multitude  of  people, 
that  all  might  know  Lazarus  was  raised  to  life  by  Jesus«  Whether  Jesus  spok^  with  a  loud  voice 
when  he  raised  thfe  widow  of  Nain's  «on  is  not  related,  and  we  are  under  no  obligation  to  con- 
jecture. I  think,  Jesus  might  speak  in  what  voice  he  pleased  upon  such^reat  occasions  as  these* 
There  can  be  no  cavils  formed,  but  what  are  at  first  sight  unreasonable* 

«  Thirdly^  iiecause  that  a  miracle  should  be  well  guarded  against  all  suspicion  of  fraud,  I 
^  was  thinkii^  to  make  it  an  absurdity,  that  the  napkin,  before  Jesus  raised  Lazarus,  was  not 

•  There  drc  other  places  also,  in  \irhich  oor  Lord  is  said  here  assigned  by  tne  t>f  hU  groanine,  Mark  iii.  S.  *  And 
to  have  been  angry  or  grieved ;  the  cause  or  occasion  of  when  he  had  lodied  round  abcmt  on  tnem  with  anger,  being 
iwrhich  grief  or  anger  appears  plainly  to  be  the  same  with  that     grieved  for  the  bardiiefli  of  their  hearts  ;'*— See  Muk  viiL  12. 
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'*  taken  from  his  face>  that  the  spectators  might  behold  his  mortified  Iooks»  and  the  miracoYotig 

*  change  of  his  countenance  from  death  unto  hTe/  p.  41     This  wise  objection  is  repeated  agaiir 
in  the  Jew's  letter.     *  But  however  this  was,  they  [^the  spectators]  could  not  but  take  notice  of 

*  the  napkin  about  his  face  all  the  while;  which  Jesus,  to  prevent  all  suspicion  of  cheat,  should 

*  have  first  ordered  to  be  taken  off,  that  his  mortified  countenance  might  be  viewed  before  tjhe 

*  miraculous  change  of  it  to  life  was  wrought,*  p*  51,  5S. 

The  napkin  over  Lazarus's  face  is  on^  proof  that  he  was  supposed  by  his  friends  to  be  dead, 
^hen  they  buried  him.  Do  not  all  civilized  people  out  of  decency  cover  the  face  of  a  corpse 
^th  a  napkin,  or  some  such  other  thing,  as  well  as  the  other  parts  of  it?  If  any  one  had  been 
sent  into  the  sepulchre  by  Jesus,  before  he  commanded  Lazarus  forth^  it  might  have  given 
ground  of  suspicion  that  the  person  had  been  ordered  in  to  see  whether  Lazarus  was  alive,  and 
capable  to  come  out  of  himself,  and  concur  with  the  command  pronounced  to  come  forth.  Or 
it  might  have  been  pretended,  that  he  went  in  to  daub  his  face  with  some  juices  that  might 
make  him  look  like  a  mortified  corpse.  Any  meddling  with  the  body  beforehand  might  have 
<^used  some  suspicion,  but  now  there  was  none  at  all.  And  the  napkin  is  a  circumstance  I 
am  very  glad  St.  John  did  not  forget.  It  very  much  corroborates  other  proofs  of  Lazarus's 
real  death. 

*  Fourthly  and  lastly.  Observe  St.  John  says,  ver.  45,  "  that  many  of  the  Jews,  who  had  seen 
<  the  things  that  Jesus  did  here,  believed  on  him ;  and  some  of  them,"  ver.  46,  who  "  did  not 
^  believe,  went  their  ways  to  the  pharisees,  and  told  them  what  things  Jesus  had  done  in  this 
-*  pretended  miracle,  and  how  the  business  was  transacted,*  p.  41. 

It  is  true,  that  some  went  to  the  pharisees,  and  told  them  what  things  Jesus  had  done.  But 
it  does  not  follow  that  they  were  persons  who  did  not  believe.  They  did  not  indeed  believe 
Jesus  to  be  the  Christ,  as  many  other  Jews  did  hereupon;  but  they  believed  the  miracle,  and 
knew  it,  and  went  and  told  the  pharisees  of  it.  That  these  persons  told  the  pharisees  of  a 
miracle  done  by  Jesus,  is  evident  from  the  speeches  of  the  pharisees  upon  occasion  of  the  report 
brought  them,  ver.  47-  "  Then  gathered  the  chief  priests  and  the  pharisees  a  council,  and  said, 
What  do  we  ?  for  this  man  doth  many  miracles.'* 

Mr.  W.  goes  on,  p.  42.  *  Whereupon  the  chief  priests  and  Pharisees  were  so  far  incensed  as, 
«  ver.  53,  "  from  that  day  forth  they  took  counsel  together  to  put  him  to  death  ;  and  ch.  xii.  10, 
«  consulted  that  they  might  piit  Lazarus  also  to  death.  Jesus  therefore'*  (and  his  disciples  and 
^  Lazarus  fled  for  it,  for  they)  ver.  54,  "  walked  no  more  openly  among  the  Jews,  but  went 
»♦  thence  into  a  countrv  near  to  the  wilderness**  (a  convenient  hiding  place)  **  and  there  con- 
♦•  tinned  with  his  disciples;**  otherwise  in  all  probability  they  had  been  sdl  sacrificed.* 

I  must  take  leave  to  observe,  that  it  is  no  where  said  that  Lazarus  absconded  or  fled  for  it : 
nor  is  tliero  any  account  of  the  Pharisees  having  at  this  time  any  design  against  Lazarus. 
Afterwards  when  J^sus  came  again  to  Bethany,  we  find  that  Lazarus  was  then  at  home.  And 
many  of  the  Jews  came  thither,  "  not  for  Jesus*  sake  only,  but  that  they  might  see  Lazarus 
also,  whom  he  had  raised  from  the  dead.  But  the  chief  priests  consulted,  that  tliey  might  put 
Lazarus  to  death;  because  that  by  reason  of  him  many  of  the  Jews  went  away  and  believed  on 
Jesus,**  John  xii.  9,  10,  11.  Lazarus  therefore  did  not  abscond,  but  was  at  Bethany ^  and  the 
miracle  wrought  on  him  was  so  certain,  that  many  for  that  reason  believed  on  Jesus*  And  the 
reason  why  the  Pharisees  consulted  that  they  might  put  Lazarus  to  death,  was  not  because  any 
•imposture  was  detected,  but  because  the  miracle -was  too  clear  to  be  denied,  and  induced  great 
numbers  of  the  Jews,  even  followers  of  the  Pharisees,  to  go  away  from  them,  and  believe 
|n  Jesus. 

But  this  retirement  of  Jesus  with  his  disciples  into  a  country  near  the  wilderness  is  judged 
so  mighty  an  objection,  that  it  is  repeated  again  in  the  Jew's  letter.     *  Why  did  Jesus  and  his 

*  disciples,  with  Lazarus,  run  away  and  abscond  upon  it  ? — Is  there  not  here  a  plain  sign  of  guilt 

*  and  fraud?  Men  that  have  God*s  cause,  truth  and  power  on  their  side,  never  want  courage  and 

*  resolution  to  stand  to  it^*  p*  44. 

The  judgments  of  men  are  surely  very  unfair  and  unequal.  When  any  of  the  first  diristians 
are  observed  to  have  been  too  forward  in  exposing  themselves,  they  ar^e  represented  as  a 
company  of  mad  men,  and  hot-headed  enthusiasts.  Jesus  now  for  avoiding  a  dangre  is  taxe4 
with  want  of  •  cxnirage  and  resolution;*  nay  his  retirement  for  only  a  very  sooi't  time  is  term^t 

*  a  plain  ^ga  of  guilt  and  fraud.*   Thus  the  desite  o£  serving  a  present  low  purpose  prevails  ovet 
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all  the  regards  of  justice  and  equity.     *  So  hard  is  iU  (as  Socrates  •  observed)  though  you  are 
*  free  from  all  fault  to  escape  unfair  judges/     "  But  wisdom  is  justified  of  her  children/* 

It  might  be  sufficient  nere  to  remind  men  of  Christ's  returning  in  a  short  time  to  Bethany 
again,  and  appearing  publicly  at  Jerusalem/ and  teaching  in  the  temple.  But  let  us  at  present 
observe  only  this  history  of  his  raising  Lazarus  from  the  grave.  When  Jesus  heard  of  the 
sickness  of  Lazarus,  he  was  in  the  country  beyond  Jordan,  John  x.  40,  and  when  he  proposed  ta 
his  disciples  "  to  go  into  Judea  again,'*  they  r^membepng  the  attempts  of  the  Jews  against  him, 
endeavour  all  they  can  to  divert  him  from  the  journey.  "  His  disciples  say  unto  him.  Master^ 
the  Jews  of  late  sought  to  stone  thee,  and  goest  thou  thither  again?**  chap.  xi.  8.  Jesus  then 
argues  with  them,  that  they  need  not  apprehend  any  danger  to  him  as  yet.  "  These  things  said 
he,  and  after  that  saith  unto  them.  Our  iriend  Lazarus  sleepeth,  but  I  go,  that  I  may  awake  him 
out  of  sleep,**  ver.  11.  They  from  thence  take  occasion  to  argue  again,  that  then  their  journey 
to  Bethany  was  not  needful:  "  Then  said  his  disciples,  Lord,  if  he  sleep,  he  shall  do  well.*'^ 
After  that  he  tells  them  that  Lazarus  was  dead,  and  declares  his  resolution  to  go  to  Bethanyi 
"  nevertheless  let  us  go  unto  him.**  Whereupon  Thomas  filled  with  a.  kind  of  indignation  **  that 
Jesus  should  have  no  more  concern  for  himself  nor  them,  than  to  expose  them  Si  to  certain 
death,  but  at  the  same  time  sensible  of  his  duty  to  follow  him,  says  to  his  fellow^disciples :  **  Let 
us  also  go  that  we  may  die  with  him,**  ver.  16. 

So  that  our  blessed  Lord,  when  he  was  in  a  place  of  safety,  resolved  to  come  to  Bethany  near 
Jerusalem*  for  the  sake  of  Lazarus:  and  herein  showed  great  courage  and  resolution.  And 
what  is  there,  I  pray,  blameable  in  his  retiring  again,  to  some  distance  m>m  Jerusalem*  when  he:, 
bad  performed  the  business  for  which  he  came  into  its  neighbourhood  ? 


CttAP.  II. 

Answer  to  the  Jemsb  Rabbis  Letten 


We  are  now  come  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  W.^s  Jewish  Rabbi,  whom  Mr.  W.  calls  his  friend,  and 
»ays  his  letter  *  consists  of  calm  and  sedate  reasoning/  p.  55^  I  on  the  other  hand  can  see  no 
reason  in  it.  But  the  reader  shall  not  need  to  rely  upon  my  judgment.  Therefore  I  will 
transcribe  some  parts  of  it,  and  then  make  some  remarks.  The  argument  of  the  letter  is,  that  the 
Istory  of  Lazarus*s  being  raised  is  an  imposture;  or  else  the  Jews  could  not  have  been  so  wicked, 
as  to  be  on  that  account  provoked  against' Jesus  and  Lazarus. 

*  If  there  had  been  an  indisputable  miracle  wrought  in  Lazarus's  resurrection,  why  were  the 

*  chief  priests  and  Pharisees  so  incensed  upon  it,  as  to  take  counsel  to  put  Jesus  and  Lazarus  to 

*  death  for  it?*  p.  43. 

The  reason  is  very  evident;  because  that  by  reason  of  it  **  many  of  the  Jews  went  away/* 
jieserted  the  proud  Pharisees,  "  and  believed  on  Jesus,**  John  xii.  10. 

*  If,*  says  he,  *  historians  can  parallel  this  story  of  the  malignity  of  the  Jews  toward  Jesus 

*  and  Lazarus  upon  such  a  real  miracle  with  thing  [thing83  equally  barbarous  and  inhuman  in 

*  any  other  sect  an'd  nation;  we  will  acknowledge  the  truth  of  it  against  our  own  nation:  or  if 

*  such  inhumanity,  abstractedly  considered,  be  at  all  agreeable  to  Sie  conceptions  any  one  can 

<  form  of  human  nature,  in  the  most  uncivilized  and  brutish  people,  we  will  allow  our  ancestors 
•in  this  case,  to  have  been  that  people.- — And  he  promises  to  make  it  out  as  foolish  and 

■«  wicked  an  imposture  as  ever  was  contrived  and  transacted  in  the  world-^hat  it  is  no  wonder 

<  the  people  by  an  unanimous  voice,  called  for  the  releasement  of  Barabbas,  a  robber  and 

*  murderer,  beiore  Jesus/  p.  46,  53,  54. 

•  XaXtjf^  $t  xai  avafji.afryjT'ojf  n  leoirj^avlaf  fus  ayyt^iLOvi     only  a  warm  afiection,  which  disposed  him  to  go  with  Jesua, 
'  ^fiT^i  trmrwx^^V'  Apud  Xenophon.  Memor.  1.  2.  and  to  call  upon  the  oiher-disciplet  to  do  so  likewise^  what* 

^  Or  perhaps^  there  was  no  indignation  in  his  mind^  but     ever  the  danger  was. 
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The  demand  made  of  a  parallel,  of  the  malignity  of  the  Jews  against  Jesus,  upon  such  a  real 
miracle,  is  very  idle,  because  there  never  ^as  such  a  public  miracle  done  by  any  other  for  so  pure 
a  doctrine.  But  if  this  Jew  or  any  one  else  will  produce  an  instance  of  such  a  miracle  done  by 
any  one,  who  also  taught  the  same  spiritual  heavenly  doctrine  that  Jesus  did^  and  nothing  else  ; 
and  who  conversed  and  taught  as  publicly  as  Jesus  did ;  and  spoke  the  truth  to  all  without  fear 
or  favour:  1  will  show  he  had  an  ignominious  death,  or  else  wondrous  escapes  and  deliverances 
by  manifest  interpositions  of  Divine  Providence. 

But  though  an  instance  of  e^ual  malignity  cannot  be  shown,  because  there  is  no  other  cha- 
racter equal  to  our  Saviour's  in  innocence  of  life  and  greatness  of  works ;  yet  the  Jewish  nation 
will  aflTord  an  instance,  which  I  am  very  sorry  is  so  near  a  parallel.  Moses  was  the  greatest  prophet, 
and  meekest  man,  they  ever  had  among  them^  except  Jesus,  and  they  often  murmured  against 
him.  "  And  Moses  cried  unto  the  Lord,  saying.  What  shall  I  do  unto  this  people  ?  They  be 
almost  ready  to  stone  me,"  Exod.  xvii,  4.  When  they  should  have  gone  to  have  taken  possession 
of  the  land  of  Canaan,  "  AH  the  children  of  Israel  murmured  against  Moses  and  against  Aaron. 
All  the  congregation  bade  stone  them  with  stones,"  Numb.  xiv.  2 — 10.  that  is,  Moses  and 
Aaron,  Caleb  and  Joshua,  or  at  least  these  two,  the  only  persons  that  stood  by  Moses,  and  his 
brother. 

This  people  were  to  a  man  obliged  to  Moses,  who  had  brought  them  up  out  of  a  state  of 
servitude.  Nor  had  they  any  just  ground  of  complaint  a^inst  hiro,  whilst  in  the  wilderness, 
for  God  says  :  "  Ye  have  seen  what  I  did  unto  the  Egyptians,  and  how  I  bare  you  on  eagles 
wings,"  Exod.  xix.  4.  The  blessings  Moses  proposed  were  far  more  agreeable  to  carnal  minds 
(such  as  the  Jews  and  most  other  men's  are)  tnan  those  promised  by  Jesus.  He  engaged  to  raise 
fhem  to  a  state  of  independency  in  a  land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey.  The  time  set  for  this 
event  according  to  Divine  promise  was  now  come.  And  he  had  performed  many  great  miracles 
before  them,  and  yet  they  rebelled  continually  against  God  and  this  his  servant.  Nor  did  any 
of  all  this  congregation,  except  Caleb  and  Joshua,  believe  God,  as  Moses  tells  them  expressly,^ 
Deut.  ix.  23,  24.  They  are  called  by  the  Psalmist  a  "  stubborn  and  rebellious  generation,** 
Ps.  Ixxviii.  8.  "  They  believed  not  for  all  his  wondrous  works,*'  ver.  32.  Not  that  they  dis- 
believed the  works  themselves  :  they  knew  them,  but  though  they  saw  the  works  of  God,  they 
were  not  obedient. 

"  Thou  knowest,"  says  Aaron  to  Moses,  "  that  this  people  is  set  upon  mischief,"  Exod.  X3cxii« 
22.  As  they  were  then,  so  they  continued  to  be;  and  slew  the  prophets  which  God  sent  to 
them.  They  are  upon  record  in  their  own  writings  as  the  most  obstinate  of  all  people,  Ezek.  iii. 
5,  6.  They  are  said  to  have  **  changed  God's  judgments  into  wickedness  more  than  the  nations," 
ch.  v.  6.  One  would  think  these,  and  many  other  such  things,  were  recorded  on  purpose  to 
prevent  such  an  objection  as  we  have  now  before  us  ;  or  to  help  us  to  answer  it,  if  any  should 
be  so  unreasonable  as  to  make  it. 

Why  should  it  be  thought  strange  that  this  people,  who  would  have  stoned  Moses,  and  who 
dew  many  other  prophets,  should  also  conspire  against  Jesus  ?  especially  considering  that  they 
abounded  now  as  much  as  ever  with  all  kinos  of  tne  worst  wickedness,  except  idolatry  ;  (if  we 
may  credit  Josephus,  and  other  writers  of  this  nation)  and  were  now  disappointed  in  their 
fondest  expectations  of  worldly  power  and  splendour.  I  will  transcribe  here  an  answer  of  Origeu 
to  a  like  objection  of  Celsus,  proposed  in  the  person  of  a  Jew.  •  Well  then,  sirs,  how  will 
«  you  (says  Origen)  •  answer  such  questions  as  these,  if  ^ut  to  you  by  us  ?     Which  are  in  your 

*  opinion  the  greatest  miracles?  those  which  were  wrought  in  Egypt,  and  in  the  wilderness ? 

*  or  those  which  we  say  were  wrought  among  you  by  Jesus  ?  If  in  your  opinion  those  are  greater 

*  than  these  latter:  is  it  not  hence  apparent,  that  according  to  your  custom,  you  may  despise 
^the  less,  who  disbelieved  the  greater?  since  you  think  those  ascribed  to  Jesus  less  than  those 

•  To,  rj  CtfXf o^f,  tt)  fsroi,  trpos  ra;  ifsva-sis  rjfJMif  aifox^ivscriat ;  rt  fevov  awrjmj(re  \ouv  xolP  m^fynpas  ra$  apxocf  tutv  itfafiia" 

*ojai  Svyaixsif  (ist^sg,  icov.  sirt  viji^tb^x  viroXr^^u  sivcu  vf/i^iy  rrvv  aifirayn;  aftx^ 'if,9y  yap  voyj^^BtioLS  tiri  Mwij^gws  r^y,  By  ^ 

^oiycyTM,  al  iv  Aiywlcy  xau  rjj  ffijutw,  ij  a  b^ol^bv  rjftsif  kb-  ra  duuoLply^fji^la'fujy  ainrooy  Kdu  ranf  oni.aLpray^v'fwy  vfMoy  ayayB* 

^irpiByau  roy  lijirtfy  tap*  vfnyi  bi  (ji^sy  $b  sxeivoci  [ubi^^s  rurm  ypoLKrat,  ap^  h  yoi/.olBO'ieLs  kcu  Jiadr^xijf  hvrBpa^  x»rec  roy 

xa9'  vfMts  Bi<rr  twf  hk  at/ro^Bv  hiKwrou,  on  xara  ro  rfi^  rujy  Iry<rtfy  i^fjuy  yBfoyBvou  oi/,o\iyBircn,  %ou  ^pTvpurs  $i  ivv  7wlr,(r8 

^ots  fun^pciy  a/ittni<rayrc»y  Bcrli  xou  ro  rwy  i^rroycvy  xalx^^po-  tiiri^Birs,  on  vloi  er«  sy  r^  BprjiLi^  eannt<rayrwy  rai$*^w\$  Btf 

9Bty ;  Tirro  yap  viroXafA^atBrat  itBpi  wy  Xsyo^a^ey  tBpi  h^as'  €/  h  faysious.    Origen.  comr.'Cela.  1.  2.  jk  20Q,  207,    •     • 
9^01  ?ay9yrai  npi  rif  Ii^  rats  ayaysypapifLSfais  v%q  Mwuaswi, 
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*  former.  But  i^  those,  which  are  related  of  Jesus  are  equal  to  those  written  by  Moses : 
« is  it  any  thing  strange,  that  the  same  people  should ^be  equally  unbelieving  upon  both    oc^^ 

<  casions  ?  For  the  beginning  of  the  law  was  by  Moses :  and  in  that  are  recorded  the  trans^ 
«  gressions  of  the  unbelievers  and  sinners  among  you.     And  the  beginning  of  the  second  law 

<  and  covenant  is  allowed  to  have  been  given  unto  us  by  Jesus.     And  by  your  unbelief  in  Jesus 

*  you  make  it  appear,  that  ye  are  the  children  of  those  who  did  not  believe  the  divine  appearances 
*"m  the  wilderness.' 

Any  man  may  perceive,  that  a  prophet  is  the  most  unpopular  of  all  characters.  For  he  is 
to  "  cry  aloud  and  spare  not;  to  lift  up  his  voice  like  a  trumpet,"  Isaiah  Iviii.  1*  and  show 
men  of  all  ranks  their  transgressions  and  their  sins.  "  Moses  at  first  supposed  his  brethren 
would  have  understood,  how  that  God  by  his  hand  would  deliver  them,"  Acts  viL  25.  But 
when  he  endeavoured  only  to  reconcile -two  of  them,  and  **  said  to  him  that  did  the  wrong, 
WTierefore  smitest  thou  thy  fellow  ?'*  what  a  smart  reply  did  he  meet  with  ?  "Who  made  thee 
a  prince  and  a  judge  over  us  ?  intendest  thou  to  kill  me  as  thou  killedst  the  Egyptian  ?*'  £xod«  n. 
13,  14.  These  were  his  apprehensions  then  ;  but  when  he  was  forty  years  older,  and  knew  the 
world  better,  and  God  appeared  to  him  and  .told  him,  he  would  send  him  to  bring  forth  the 
children  of  Israel  out  of  tgypt :  after  divers  fine  excuses,  which  are  not  accepted  of,  he  in  a 
modest  way  positively  refuses  to  go.  ♦*  And  be  said,  O  Lord,  send,  I  pray  thee,  by  the  hand 
of  him  whom  thou  wilt  send,"  Exod.  iv.  IS.  Nor  does  be  yield,  till  the  anger  of  the  L<^d  i» 
kindled  against  him.     So  hazardous  and  difficult  was  this  office,  that  God  sometimes  promises  a 

Erophel,  as  a  special  favour  and  a  most  necessary  qualification!  together  with  a  commission, 
oldness  of  countenance  to  execute  it.  "  As  an  adamant  harder  than  flint,*'  says  God  to  Ezekiel, 
**  have  I  made  thy  forehead  :  fear  them  not,  neitlier  be  dismayed,"  Ezek,  iii.  9.  And  Jeremiah 
he  made  a  ^*  defenced  city,  and  an  iron  pillar,  aa4  brazen  walls  against  the  whole  land,'^ 
Jerem.  i.  18.        ^  , 

It  is  a  very  unjust  wiiy  of  judging  :  such  an  one  suffered,  or  was  hated  and  opposed  ;  there-, 
fore  he  was  a  wicKed  man,  or  an  impostor.  If  we  will  pass  a  judgment  on  men,  we  should  ex- 
amine their  conduct,  as  well  as  the  treatment  they  meet  with  :  otherwise  we  are  in  danger  of 
being  unjust  to  the  memory  of  some  of  the  best  men  that  ever  were.  Solomon  says,  "  A  just 
man  falleth  [into  trouble]  seven  times,  and  riseth  up  again,**  Prov.  xxiv.  \Q*  And  his  father 
David :  "  Many  are  the  afflictions  of  the  righteous ;  but  the  Lord  delivereth  him  out  of  them 
all,**  Ps.  xxxiv.  19*  Many  were  the  afflictions  of  our  blessed  Saviour,  but  he  was  delivered  out 
of  them  all,  if  ever  man  was }  having  been  soon  raised  up  from  the  grave^  and  seated  at  the 
right  hand  of  God. 

Solomon  says  again  :  "  An  unjust  man  is  an  abomination  to  the  just :  and  he  that  is  upright 
in  the  way,  is  abominatfon  to  the  wicked,**  Prov.  xxix.  27.  Which  last  observation  is  confirmed 
by  divers  heathen  writers  of  good  knowledge  in  human  nature  :  *  That  a  man  can  no  sooner  be 

*  an  enemy  to  all  vice,  and  walk  in  the  ways  of  virtue,  but  he  becomes  the  object  of  hatred." 
Socrates  who  had  been  pronounced  by  the  oracle  of  Apollo  the  wisest  man,  and  who  has  since 
had  almost  universally  the  character  of  the  best  man  among  the  Greeks,**  was  put  to  death  by  hia 
countrymen  the  Athenians,  a  people  more  renowned  for  civility  and  good  humour  than  the  Jews. 
He  was  alwajrs  apprehensive  of  suffering,  and  sensible  of  the  danger  he  incurred  by  opposing 
the  evil  practices  of  men.     He  goes  so  far  as  to  tell  the  Athenians :  *=     *  It  is  inipossible  for  any 

*  man  to  be  safe  among  them,  or  any  where  else,  who  honestly  and  courageously  opposes  vice 

*  and  injustice.*  He  says  also  that  he  had  chosen  a  private  life  as  best  suited  to  answer  his 
design  ;  and  that  if  he  nad  been  in  the  magistracy,  and  taken  the  course  he  had  done  of  in<» 
structing  and  admonishing  all  people,  he  had  not  lived  so  long.     And  Cicero**  observed  in  his 

»  Si  qais  vitioram  omniam  inimicus  rectum  iter  vit«  coepit         *  Eu  ycLp  irt,  w  A^ijvaiw,  fi  eyw  itaXou  eittytipri^a  ttf^rlny 

insifttere,  primum  propter  morum  differen tiara  odium  habet.  ra  iro\mxa  ^/Jayaa7a,  ^aAoi    av    afl'«AajX«iy.— xai  ftoi  m-^ 

Quif  enim  potest  probare  diversa  ?     Petron.  Arbiter,  laudat.  a  a%9«tf-^f  Xsyovit  r  aXrfirf,     oy  yap  sriv  ins  ay^^umanf  ^utiTjf 

Gfot.  ad  Matt.  x.  22.  ^  cerai,  ovre  viuiv  ovrs  aXXw  ovhvi  irXrj^ei  yyijg-Kvg  tyayrmjjisvo;;^ 

K«<  yotf  xau  fLiawrat,  tXtyx^vls^  ouoftav   'tag  aftafca^.  xai  ^iaxwXt;a;viroXAaa^*xaxa/«'a^avo/xaeyrftroA«<yJ7y«<r^ai^ 

Lucian.  Contemplant.  V.  I.  p.  357.  edit.  Amst.  Plat.  Apolog.  Socrat*  p.  31.  F. 

*»  KcM  -rtv  apir^y  twv^ZWr^votjv  XaZuDv  iitoUo'iy  [Ap^rof avij^]  *  Animi  autera  medicina  uec  tam  desiderata  sit, — ^nec  tain 

t  r^%  rms  r«  dXXoig  d««i;  pXov,  xcu  Jij  xoi  fAaAir^  T(y  AiroA-  multis  grata  et  probata,  pluribus  etiam  susixxta  k  iDvisa.Tu^c. 

^^uf¥i.  JE]im,  Var.  Hn.  1.  2.  c  13.  Ct  1. 3.  init. 
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time,  that  phfloso^hy,  ^«?hicli  proposed  to  cure  the  minds  ofmen^  was  suspected  and  hated  by 
the  most,  as  a  dangerous  thing.  Some  sovereign  princes  iave  lost  their  lives  in  attempts  of 
reformation.   Many  indeed  are  the  instances  of  the  unjusj;  judgments  of  the  most.     A  peaceable 

Erince,  who  protects  the  estates,  the  commerce,  the  persons  and  consciences  of  his  subjects,  is 
arely  beloved :  a  conqueror  is  adored  \  though  he  needlessly  hazards  the  lives  of  his  own  sub- 
jects, and  violates  toward  his  neighbours  all  the  laws  of  nations,  and  all  the  laws  of  honour  and 
humanity. 

But  1  am  ashamed  to  give  this  argument  its  full  force.  I  little  expected  to  have  ever  seen 
this  objection  seriously  produced  against  the  miracles,  or  any  other  branch  of  the  history  of  the 
New  Testament,  and  called  *  calm  and  sedate  reasoning,*  p.  55.  An  apologist  for  Christianity 
might  have  brouglit  it  forth  and  stated  it,  to  adorn  his  triumph,  after  a  confutation  of  other 
more  plausible  objections ;  but  for  any  seriously  to  mention  the  enmity  of  the  Jews  against 
Jesus,  as  an  objection  against  him,  can  be  owing  to  nothing,  in  my  opinion,  but  strange  ignO* 
ranee  or  prejudice,  or  a  most  contemptuous  opinion  of*  all  the  reason  and  observation  of 
mankind. 

Let  us  examine  another  passage  in  the  Jew^s  letter.     <  Such  a  manifest  miracle,  let  it  be 

*  wrought  for  what  end  and  purpose  we  can  possibly  imaginfe,  would  strike  men  with  awe  and  reve- 
<  rence,  and  none  could  hate  and  persecute  the  author  of  the  miracle ;  lest  be  who  could  raise 
^  the  dead,  should  exert  his  power  against  themselves,  and  either  wound  or  smite  them  dead 
«  with  it.     For  which  reason,  the  resurrection  of  Lazarus,  on  the  certain  knowledge  of  our  an- 

*  cestors,  was  all  fraud,  or  the/  would  have  reverenced  and  adored  the  power  of  him  that  did  it,* 
p.  48.     And  more  such  stuff  has  this  Jew  again  and  again  to  this  same  purpose. 

I  must  therefore  remind  him  of  some  examples  in  the  books  of  the  Old  Testament.  In 
1  Kings  xvii.  is  the  history  of  Elijah's  raising  the  widow's  son.  In  the  next  chapter  he  works  a 
great  miracle  at  the  altar,  and  after  that  obtaineth  rain.  Nevertheless  it  is  said,  chap.  xix.  1,2* 
**  And  Ahab  told  Jezebel  all  that  Elijah  had  done,  and  withal  how  he  had  slain  all  tne  prophets 
with  the  sword.  Then  Jezebel  sent  a  messenger  to  Elijah,*'  and  solemnly  swears  she  would 
destroy  him,  **  saying.  So  let  the  gods  do  to  me,  and  more  also,  if  I  make  not  thy  life  as  the 
life  of  one  of  them  by  to-morrow  about  this  time. '  Whereupon  Elijah  absconds,  and  in  a  prayer 
to  God  he  says,  "  They  seek  his  life  to  take  it  away.'*  In  the  twenty -second  chapter  is  mention 
of  another  prophet  of  the  Lord,  by  name  Micajah,  of  whom  Ahab*  says  to  Jehosaphat  in  plain 
terms:  "  I  hate  hitn*^ 

Ahaziah,  another^  king  of  Israel,  fell  "  down  through  a  lattice  in  his  upper  chamber,  and 
was  sick,*'  2  Kings  i.  Nevertheless,  in  this  condition,  (such  stubbornness  is  there  in  the  heart 
of  man  !)  he  sends  oflBcers,  one  after  another,  to  Elijah,  requiring  him  to  come  to  him.  Elisha 
also,  successor  of  Elijah,  raised  n  person  to  life  and  wTought  divers  other  miracles,  2  Kings  iv. 
Notwithstanding  this,  Jehoram,  another  king  of  Israel,  says:  ch.  vi.  31.  "God  do  so  and 
more  also  to  me,  if  the  head  of  Elisha  tlie  son  of  Shaphat  sliali  stand  on  him  this  day.** 

One  story  more  to  our  purpose  out  of  the*  Jewish  writings,  2  Kangs  vi.  11 — 13,  but  wherein 
a  foreigner  is  concerned.  The  king  of  Syria  is  at  war  with  Israel.  Elisha  infonns  the  king  of 
Israel  of  all  his  enemy's  steps.  The  king  of  Syria  is  amazed,  and  complains  to  his  servants 
that  they  discover  his  secrets:  **  Will  ye  not  show  me,  which  of  us  is  for  the  king  of  Israel? 
and  one  of  his  sen'ants  said.  None,  my  lord,  O  king ;  but  Elisha  the  prophet,  that  is  in  Israel, 
telleth  theTcing  of  Israel  the  words  thai  thou  speakest  in  thy  bed-chamber.''  This  king  of  Syria 
believed  what  his  servant  said,  otherwise  he  had  not  concerned  himself  about  Elisha.  But  it 
follows  there :  **  And  he  said.  Go  and  spy  where  he  is,  that  I  may  send  and  letch  him.  And  it 
was  told  him, — ^Bebold  he  is  in  Dothan.  Therefore  sent  he  thither  horses  and  chariots,  and  a 
great  host,  and  Xhey  came  by  night,  and  compassed  him  about."  So  that  it  is  plain,  miracles 
do  not  alwa}^  fill  wicked  men  with  such  awe  and  reverence,  but  that  tliey  can  still  hate  and  per- 
secute, and  break  forth  into  rage  i^nst  the  authors  of  them. 

This  Jew  says,  p.  49 :  «  That  it  is  certain,  according  to  Christian  commentators,  that  scrnie 
^  of  them  did  not  believe  the  miracle."    A^in  he  says,  p.  51 :  *  It  is  plain  from  the  story  in 

*  John,  that  there  was  a  dispute  amongst  the  by-standers  at  Lazarus*s  resurrection,  whether  it 

*  was  a  real  miracle  or  not.'  I  presume  to  say:  this  is  a  false  account.  It  is  not  plain,  that 
there  was  any  dispute  among  the  by-standers,  whether  it  was  a  real  miracle.     It  ib  plain  tliosc 
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people,  who  went  to  the  pharisees,  told  them  of  a  real  miracle.  And  the  pharsiees,  when  met  in 
council,  say :  **  What  do  we  ?  for  this  man  doth  many  miracles.'" 

Nor  do  I  know,  that  any  Christian , commentators  say/  that  <  some  of  them  did  not  believe 
the  miracle.'  They  did  not  believe  in  Jesus  indeed,  but  they  knew  the  miracle.  ^*  Many  of 
the  Jews  that  came  to  Mary,**  says  St.  John,  "  believed  on  mm."  But  some  of  them  (which 
were  present,  who  did  not  believe  in  Jesus  notwithstanding  the  miracle)  "  went  their  ways  to 
the  Pharisees."*  This  is  the  sense  of  the  place.  So  the  Jews  in  the  wilderness  did  not  believe 
God,  but  no  Jew  sure  will  say,  they. disputed  whether  the  things  done  by  Moses  were  mira*' 
culous. 

*  Perhaps,'  says  this  Jew,  *  they  discovered  some  fragments  of  the  food,  that  for  four  days 

<  in  the  cave,  he  had  subsisted  on.'  Tha*e  is  no  ground  here  for  a  perhaps.  How  should  a 
man  take  any  food,  <<  who  was  bound  hand  and  foot  with  grave*clothes ;  and  whose  face  was 
bound  about  with  the"  so  often  mentioned  "  napkin  ?'* 

'  As  it  is  plain,'  (says  the  Jew  again)  *  from  the  story  in  John,  that  there  was  a  dispute  among 
'  the  by-standers  at  Lazarus's  resurrection,  whether  it  was  a  real  miracle ;  so  it  is  the  opinion  of 
*  us  Jews,  which  is  of  the  nature  of  a  tradition,  that  the  chief  priests  and  civil  magistrates  of 
'  Bethany,  for  the  better  determination  of  the  dispute,  required  that  Jesus  should  repeat  th^ 

<  miracle  upon  another  person,  there  lately  dead  and  buried.  But  Jesus  declining  this  test  of  hii 
'  power,  the  whole  multitude  questioned  the  resurrection  of  Lazarus.     And  this  was  one  reason 

<  of  that  •vehement  and  universal  outcry  and  demand,  at  Jesus's  trial,  for  his  crucifixioUj^*^ 
p.  50,  52. 

There  is  no  reason  to  believe,  that  this  is  the  opinion  of  the  Jews ;  but  wpposing  it  to  be 
so«  it  is  groundless.  And  here  a  present  opinion  is  advanced  into  a  tradition.  This  tradition  is. 
set  up  against  authentic  history,  written  by  witnesses  and  other  well-informed  persons,  who  lived 
near  the  event.  Is  that  a  good  cause  that  needs  such  a  defence  ?  will  any  man  <h'  sense  and  reasoa 
engaffe^  in  any  other  case,  in  so  desperate  a  cause? 

Tnere  are  innumerable  proofs  in  the  evangelists,  not  only  that  the  raising  of  Lazarus  was  a 
real  miracle,  but  also  that  the  Pharisees  knew  it  to  be  so.  Their  not  putting  Lazarus  or  any 
other  person  to  death,  as  an  accomplice  with  Jesus,  is  demonstration  that  this  and  the  other 
miracles  of  Jesus  were  known  to  be  real,  and  not  impostures.  It  ift  apparent  from  the  trial  of 
Jesus,  that  the  truth  of  his  miracles  could  not  be  called  in  question.  If  they  had,  the  evange* 
lists,  who  have  recorded  so  many  charges  against  JesuSj^  and  so.  many  i^iteful,  scurrilous 
reproachea  on  him,  would  not  have  omitt^  this« 


CHAP.    IIL 

That  these  three  Miracles  are  weU  eircumstancedL 

I  AM  now  to  show,  that  the  histories  oi  these  three  mifacles  are  well  circumstapced^and  have 
in  them  the  marks  and  tokens  of  credibility.  But  I  have  here  very  little  to  say.^  Scarce  any 
thing  can  be  added  to  the  perspicuity  of  the  evangelists'  several  relations. 

I  shall  however  make  two  or  three  general  ob^rvations,  and  then  go  over  the  particulars^  of 
the  relation  of  each  miracle. 

•  Grot,  ad  ver.  46.    Impios  hos  fuissc  neceiie  est  j  quod  hominmn  gratiam  (quam  istos  yenatot  apparet)  aiiiittant:    Bt' 

genus  hominum  ne  conspectft  quidem  mortuorom  resurrec-  ad  ver  47.      '  Multa  signa  ftcit.*     Adeo  excoec^d  crant  ix>» 

tionc  rcsipiscere  solet.    Luc.  xvi.  31.    Omnia  enim  potius,  vidiianinii,  ut,  quod  argunientum  esse  debuerat^^uoip^  ere* 

etiam  absurdissima^  comminiscuntar^  quam  sua  commoda  aut  derent^  eo  in  ipsius  pcmiciem  incitarentur. 
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SECTION  I. 


T*HEgeneral  observations  I  would  mention  are  these : 

1.  There  are  in  tliese  relations  proper  circumstances  of  time  and  place,  and  thenames  and 
characters  of  persons.  Of  the  miracle  on  Jairus's  daughter,  the  time  and  place  are  suffidentty 
specified  by  St.  Mark  and  St.  Luke.  It  was  soon  after  his  crossing  the  sea  of  Galilee  after  Jesus 
had  cured  the  men  possessed  with  devils  in  the  country  of  the  Gergesenes,  "  And  when  Jesus 
was  passed  over  again  by  ship  unto  the  other  side,  much  people  gathered  untp  him,  and  he  was 
nigh  unto  the  sea.  And  behold  there  cometh  one  of  the  rulers,"  &c.  Mark  v.  21.  "  And  it 
came  to  pass  that  when  Jesus  was  returned,  the  people  gladly  received  him*  And  behold  there 
came  a  man,"  &c.  Luke  viii.  40. 

The  character  of  the  person  on  whom  the  miracle  was  performed  is  particularly  described. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  a  ruler  of  a  synagogue,  whose  name  was  Jairus.     Matthew  says,  ch.  ix.  18. 
<<  There  came  a  certain  ruler."   Mark,  <<  Behold,  there  cometh  one  of  the  rulers  of  the  synagogue^ 
Jairus  by  name.*'    Luke,  <*  Behold  there  came  a  man  named  Jairus,  and  he  was  the  ruler  of* 
the  synagogue."    And  by  Mark  she  is  said  to  have  been  of  the  "  age  of  twelve  years.*' 

Of  the  next  miracle,  related  by  Luke  only,  it  is  said  to  have  been  done  the  day  after  the  cure 
<rf*the  Centurion's  servant  at  Capernaum.  The  place  is  the  city  of  Nain,  the  person  is  the  only 
won  of  a  widow  there.  Luke  vii.  11,  12.  **  And  it  came  to  pass  the  day  after,  that  he  went  into 
a  city  called  Nain.  Now  when  he  came  nigh  to  the  gate  of  the  city,  behold,  there  was  a  dead 
man  carried  out,  the  only  son  of  his  mother,  and  she  was  a  widow." 

Of  the  last  miracle  related  by  St.  John  only,  the  person  on  whom  it  is  said  to  have  been 
done  is  Lazarus,  of  the  town  of  I(ethariy,  ni^h  unto  Jerusalem,  about  fifteen  furlongs  ofi^  brother 
of  Mary  and  Martha ;  friend  of  Jesus  and  his  disciples ;  and  on  occasion  of  the  death  of  Lazarus, 
Jesus  came  up  from  beyond  Jordan  to  Bethany,  and  then  retired  into  a  city  called  Ephraim. 
Moreover  it  appears  to  have  been  done  not  long  before  our  Saviour's  death. 

This  specifying  of  time,  place,  and  names  or  characters  of  persons,  is  an  argument  of  a  real 
story  and  not  a  fiction :  for,  if  it  had  been  a  fiction,  it  might  have  been  easily  discovered. 

2.  These  miracles  were  done  at  the  usual  place  of  the  residence  of  those  persons  on  whom 
they  were  performed;  a  much  greater  security,  in  this  case,  against  cheat  and  imposture,  than 
if  they  had  been  done  on  travellers^  who  were  strangers  in  the  places  where  such  tilings  are  acted 
on  them. 

3.  They  were  all  very  public  miracles,  as  is  apparent  from  the  relation.  It  may  be  difficult 
to  say,  where  there  was  the  greatest  concourse ;  but  I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  the  company  at 
Lazarus'^  resurrection  was  the  fewest ;  and  also,  that  the  company  which  attended  Jesus  to  the 
house  of  Jairus  was  the  greatest  concourse  of  the  three.  There  were  not  indeed  so  many  present 
at  ^eakin^  the  word,  when  his  daughter  was  restored  to  life.  Nor  could  the  young  woman's 
coi^pse  be  brought  out  of*  her  chamber,  and  placed  before  the  house,  in  order  to  raise  her  there 
before  all  the  people,  without  ostentation ;  which  is  entirely  unbecoming  the  chaiacter  of  Jesus>; 
but  all  the  numerous  company  then  attending  our  Lord  bad  full  evidence  of  her  death,  and  of 
her  restoration  to  life^  as  has  been  shown  in  part  already,  and  may  fiurther  appear  presently* 

SECTION  IL 

We  will  now  go  over  the  particulars  of  the  relation  of  each  miracle,  from  which  it  will  appear 
that  these  persons  had  been  dead,  and  were  raised  to  life  by  Jesus. 

Jairus,  ruler  of  a  synagogue,  came  to  Jesus  and  "  worshipped  him  V'  or  as  Mark,  a.nd  Luke, 
««  fell  down  at  his  feet,  saying,  My  daughter  is  even  now  dead,**  or,  "  at  the  point  o£  death,  but 
come  and  lay  thy  hand  upon  her,  and  she  shall  live.*' 

It  is  not  reasonable  to  suppose,  that  a  ruler  of  a  sym^ogue  would  come  to  Jesus,*  and  ask; 
him  to  heal  his  daughter  in  so  earnest  a  manner,  and  with  ^uch  signs  of  high  esteem  and  f^- 
apect,  and  tbat  before  great  numbers  of  people,  unless  his  daughter's  case  ypas  desperate,  dtid 
past  all  hopes  of  remedy  in  an  ordinary  way.    It  was  dishonour^le  to  pay  any  respect  tQ  Jews. 
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There  were  few  or  none  of  Jairus's  character  who  publicly  owned  him  for  the  Christ  His  ap- 
plication  to  him  must  be  very  offensive  to  his'  brethren';  and  therefore  we  may  be  assured,  he 
had  no  prospect  of  help  for  his  daughter  any  other  way  but  this. 

Moreover,  the  manner  in  which  he  comes  to  Jesus,  shows  an  uncommon  concern  and 
earnestness.  While  Jesus  is  speaking  in  public,  he  comes  and  falls  down  at  his  feet,  and  '*  be- 
sought him  greatly— I  pray  thee  come. and  lay  thy  hands  on  her.** 

The  expressions  he  uses  concerning  his  daughter,  represent  her  to  be  in  the  utmost  extremity  j 
to  that  she  must  be  near  expiring  when  he  left  her. 

Upon  his  earnest  entreaty  **  Jesus  arose,  and  followed  him,  and  so  did  his  disciples,"  Mat* 
thew:  and  much  "  people  followed  him  and  thronged  him,"  Mark:  and  from  St.  Luke  it  ap- 
pears,  that  a  <<  multitude  th];pnged  and  pressed  him.!'  From  ^11  the  three  evangelists,  who 
relate  this  matter,  it  is  plain,  that  when  Jairus  came  to  Jesus,  much  people  was  round  about 
him.  The  request  of  Jairus,  so  noted  a  person,  to  come  and  heal  his  daughter,  would  also 
doubtless  increase  the  number  of  people  that  were  before  gathered  together  about  him.  It  was 
impassible  for  Jesus,  surrounded  by  so  great  a  crowd,  to  go  in  great  haste  to  Jairus*s  house. 

Moreover  all  these  three  evangelists  are  agreed,  that  as  Jesus  was  going  along,  there  came 
behind  him  a  woman  who  had  an  infirmity  of  twelve  years  standing,  who  touched  the  hem  of 
his  garment  and  was  made  whole.  St.  Matthew  assures  us  also,  that  Jesusr  had  then  some  dis- 
course with  this  woman :  St.  Mark  and  St.  Luke,  that  Jesus  perceiving  virtue  to  have  gone  out 
of  him,  stood  still,  looked  round  him,'  asked  who  touched  him.  The  disciples  then  express  their 
wonder  that  he  should  ask  such  a  question.  The  woman  tells  her  case  at  length  before  him  and 
all  the  people ;  and  Jesus  bids  her  go  away  in  peace.  This  afiair  took  up  considerable  time  y 
and  if  Jairus's  daughter  lay  dying  when  he  left  her,  she  may  be  supposed  to  be  worse  by  this  time, 
if  not  quite  dead. 

,  And  accordingly,  we  are  assured  by  Mark  and  Luke,  "  that  while  ^^yet  spake''  with  this 
woman,  there  came  one  or  more  persons  from  Jairus's  house,  saying,  "  Thy  daughter  is  dead, 
why  troublest  thou  the  Master  any  farther?"  This  person  came  from  Jairus's  house,  and  very 
probably  had  been  dispatched  away  by  some  of  those  who  attended  on  the  young  woman.  Would 
any  of  his  servants  or  friends  come  with  such  a  melancholy  story  to  Jairus,  that  his  daughter' 
had  died  while  he  was  abroad,  if  they  had  not  known  for  certain  that  she  was  dead  ? 

By  all  these  things  we  know,  that  Jairus's  daughter  died  of  sickness  that  made  giiadual  ad-* 
vances;  not  of  a  sudden  fit,  or  fright,  or  any  thing  like  it.  She  lay  dying  when  Jairus  left  the 
house.  Some  persons  come  to  him,  and  tell  him  that  she  was  dead,  and  dissuade  him  from 
troubling  the  Master  any  farther :  whereas,  if  she  had  only  had  something  like  a  fit»  it  had  been 
most  unreasonable  to  dissuade  Jairus  from  troubling  Jesus  any  farther. 

Let  us  go  on :  when  Jesus  cisime  into  the  ruler's  house,  he  saw  "  the  minstrels  and  the  people 
making  a  noise,"  Matthew :  "  He  seeth  the  tumult  and  them  that  wept  greatly,"  Mark :  "  And 
all  wept  and  bewailed  her,"  Luke.  Here  were  friends,  and  public  hired  musicians,  weeping  and 
bewailing  the  young  woman.  They  knew  therefore  that  she  was^  dead  j  she  had  been  dead  some 
time,  or  else  these  minstrels  had  not  begun  their  lamentations. 

Jesus  says :  **  Give  place  :  for  the  maid  is  not  dead,  but  sleepeth."  Whereupon,  say  all  the 
three  evangelists,  "  They  laughed  him  to  scorn."  So  sure  were  these  persons  that  she  was  dead 
and  not  in  a  sleep  j  as  they  understood  Jesus  to  say. 

Jesus  put  forth  out  of  the  house  these  public  mourners,  and  other  strangers.  When  tlie  dis- 
ciples and  all  the  people  saw  these  minstrels  come  out,  they  had  farther  fevidence  hereby  of  the 
death  of  the  young  woman. 

Jesua  having  removed  all  strangers,  that  the  house  might  be  quiet,  enters  into  the  room 
where  the  young  woman  lay,  taking  with  him  the  parents,  "  the  father  and  mother  of  the  maiden^ 
and  three  of  his  own  disciples;"  a  sufficient  number  of  persons  to  attest  any  fact;  yet  not  so 
liiany,  but  that  they  might  all  have  a  clear  and  distinct  view  of  the  thing :  the  properest  persons 
of  any  to  be  admitted ;  the  father  and  the  mother,  -as  best  knowing  the  young  woman's  case,  the 
most  unwilling  of  any  to  admit  a  deceit,  and  to  take  another  person,  a  stranger  who  had  not  died, 
instekd  of  their  own  daughter ;  three  of  his  own  disciples,  who  were  to  be  witnesses  of  his  works, 
and  who  could  not  have  been  persuaded  to  undertake  the  difficult  work  of  preaching  the  gospet 
after  their  Master's  removal  without  good  proof  of  his  divine  mission  j  who  might  also  assure  thc% 
oLhei^  disciples  of  this  thing  from  their  own  3ightt. 
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These  five  persona  Jesus  took  along  wfth  him;  and  now  the  three  disdples  saw  thci  dwjSC 
corpse  of  the  young  woman,  whom  her  parents  and  friends  knew  to  be  dead  before. 

And  "  he  took  her  by  the  hand,  and  said,  Maid,  arise.  And  her  spirit  came  again,  and  she 
arose  straightway,  and  walked."  Upon  Jfesus's  taking  hold  of  her  hand,  ^and  bidding  her  arise, 
she  immediately  arose.  It  was  therefore  evidently  the  effect  of  that  power  that  accompanied 
his  word.  She  also  walked,  so  that  life  and  strength  were  at  once  conveyed.  He  aiso  "  com- 
manded to  give  her  meat."  And  then  all  who  ministered  food  to  her,  and  saw  her  eat,  were 
witnesses  of  her  perfect  recovery.  ' 

They  who  were  present  were  convinced  it  was  a  miracle.  "  Her  parents  were  astonished,*'^ 
says  St.  Mark :  "  And  they  were  astonished  with  a  great  astonishment,**  says  St.  Luke,  meaning, 
it  is  likely,  the  three  disciples  as  well  as  the  parents.  Lastly,  St.  Matthew  says,  **  The  fame 
hereof  went  abroad  into  all  that  land."  So  that  whether  the*  parents,  and  the  three  disciples 
present,  were  silent,  according  to  Christ's  direction,  or  not,  the  thing  was  known ;  many  were 
persuaded  of  the  miracle,  and  spoke  of  it.  And  indeed,  the  circumstances  of  her  death  were  so 
public,  that  all  who  saw  her  alive  again,  though  they  were  not  in  the  room  at  the  time  she  was; 
raised,  must  know  the  miracle. 

The  three  disciples  present  at  this  transaction  were  afterwards  the  most  forward  and  courageous 
of  any  in  declaring  Jesus  to  be  the  Son  of  God,  in  the  midst  of  dangers ;  whereas  they  must 
have  been  the  most  backward  of  all  men  in  giving  him  this  character,  if  they  liad  perceived  this^ 
affiiir  t9  be  any  thing  but  a  real  miracle. 

The  next  story  is  that  of  the  widow  of  Nain's  son.  "  Jesus  went  into  a  city  called  Nain^ 
and  many  of  his  disciples  went  with  him,*'  Luke  vii.  11;  that  is^  of  his  followers,  beside  the 
twelve,  and  much  other  people.  "Now  when  he  came  nigh  unto  the  gate  of  the  city,  behold, 
there  was  a  dead  man  carried  out.''  This  meeting  of  the  corpse  must  have  been  casual,  without 
any  concerted  design  between  Jesus  and  any  people  of  Nain*  For  our  Lord's  life,  during  the 
course  of  his  ministry,  was  very  public.  This  event  happened  in  a  very  noted  part  of  it.  He 
had  but  the  day  before  cured  tne  Centurion's  servant  at  Capernaum.  At  this  instant  there  were: 
many  of  his  disciples  and  other  people  with  him.  There  could  not  have  been  ^ny  agreement'^ 
transacted  between  him  and  any  at  Nain  so  privately  but  it  must  have  been  known. 

The  dead  man  carried  out  was  the  "  only  son  of  his  mother,  and  she  was  a  wfdow ;  and 
much  people  of  the  city  was  with  her.'*  As  sure  as  persons  do  not  carry  men  forth  to  burial 
till  they  are  dead,  so  sure  are  we  that  this  was  a  dead  corpse.  The  person  was  not  one  who  had 
no  friends  to  take  care  of  him.  He  was  the  only  son  of  a  widow,  therefore  her  only  support,  her 
husband  being  dead. 

"  There  were  much  people  of  the  city  with  her,*'  her  neighbours.  Could  she  have  concerted 
a  fraud  for  carrying  out  her  only  child,  if  he  had  been  alive !  It  is  observable,  that  there  were 
"  much  people  of  the  city  with  her,"  which  is  no  unusual  thing  at  the  funeral  of  a  person  wh6 
leaves  behind  him  so  fond  a  relation  as  a  widow-mother.  But  had  there  been  any  fraud,  it  is 
very  unlikely  that  she  should  have  carried  out  her  son  with  much  company  of  that  place.  She 
would  have  contrived  some  pretence  to  excuse  their  company  at  this  time.  Or  rather,  she 
would  have  said  nothing  of  the  matter  to  any  one,  but  carried  him  out  privately  to  burial  as 
dead,  without  any  previous  notice.  This  **  much  people  of  the  city"  with  the  mother,  ruins  all 
objections  that  can  be  raised. 

If  it  had  beensaid:  it  might  be  the  contrivance  of  the  young  man,  a  subtle  youth,  without 
tiie  knowledge  of  hk  mother:  I  answer,  that  is  impossible.  If  he  had  been  abroad  in  a  strange 
country,  he  might  have  contrived  such  a  thing  with  his  comrades ;  but  it  is  impossible  he  should 
transact  such  a  matter  in  his  mother's  house  without  her  knowledge.  Would  a  widow  let  her 
only  son  be  carried  to  burial  out  of  her  own  house,  without  knowing  whether  he  was  dead 
or  not  ? 

"  And  when  the  Lord  saw  her,  he  had  compassion  on  her,  and  said  unto  her.  Weep  not."" 
Jesus,  before  he  had  seen  the  corpse,  'without' asking  any  questions,  knowing  the  power  he  had 
of  raising  the  dead  to  life,  bid  her  forbear  weieping;  thereby  intimating  in  a  modest  way,  that 
she  should  soon  see  her  son,  whose  death  was  the  cause  of  her  sorrow,  restored  to  life. 

"  And  he  came  and  touched  the  bier  (and  they  that  bare  him  stood  still)  and  he  said.  Young 
man,  I  say  unto  thee,  Arise ;  and  he  that  was  dead  sat  up,  and  began  to  speak:  and  he  delivered 
hun  to  his  mother.'*    Presently,  upon  the  voice  of  Jesus  commanding  him  to  arise,  he  sat  up. 
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and  began  to  sneak.  The  tokens  of  life,  strength  and  vigour,  appeared  immediately  upon  the 
<u>mmand  of  «lesus«  His  life  was  manifestly  known  her^y  to  be  the  effect  of  the  power  at;* 
oompanying  the  word  of  Jesus* 

This  was  reckoned^  miracle  by  the  numerous  coaipany  present,  before  whom  it  was  publicly 
done;  and  they  reported  it  to  others,  for  it  follows :  <*  And  there  came  a  fear  on  all:  and  they 
glorified  Gad,,  saying.  That  a  prophet  is  risen  up  amons  us,  and  that  God  hath  visited  his  people* 
And  this  rumour  of  him  went  forth  throughout  all  Judea,  and  throughout  all  the  region  round 
#bout-" 

We  will  now  take  a  view  of  the  last  story  of  this  kind.  ^<  Now  a  certain  man  was  sick,  named 
Lazarus  of  Bethany,  the  town  of  Mary  and  Marthap— Therefore  his  sisters  sent  unto  him,  saying. 
Lord,  behold  he  whom  thou  lovest  is  sick.''  Hereby  we  learn,  that  Lazarus  did  not  die  suddenly; 
that  he  was  not  taken  off  by  a  fit,  but  by  a  sickness  which  made  gradual  advances.  His  sisters 
aent  to  Jesus,  **  He  whom  thou  lovest  is  sick;"  supposing  that  out  of  liis  affection  for  Lazarus 
he  would  come  to  Bethany;  and  hoping  also  that  he  might  possibly  get  thither  before  he  was 
<lead.  That  Lazarus  was  dangerously  sick,  is  evident  not  only  trom  the  substance  of  the  message, 
but  from  their  sending  a  messenger  so  far,  and  also  from  their  not  coming  either  of  them  to 
Christ.  It  is  also  hence  apparent,  that  there  could  be  no  fraud  and  contrivance.  The  matter 
is  not  secr^y  transacted  between  Lazarus,  his  sisters,  and  Jesus,  but  here  is  a  messenger 
employed.  Moraaver,  tf  they  had  had  any  thought  of  such  a  great  design  in  hand,  as  making  a 
pretence  of  raising  up  Lazarus,  though  not  dcM,  some  one  of  tliese  sisters  would  hav«  come 
herself.  Nothing  but  real  sickness  could  have  kept  the  sisters  at  home,  and  from  coming  to 
Jesus.  The  thought  of  making  a  pretence  -of  so  great  a  miracle  as  raising  a  dead  man  to  life 
would  certainly  have  obliged  one  of  the  nearest  relations  to  come  'm  person  to  him,  who  was  to 
have  the  honour  of  so  mighty  a  work. 

Jesus  staid  some  time  in  the  place  where  he  was,  afler  the  receiving  a  message  of  Laearus's 
sickness.  He  receives  no  more  messages ;  a  sign  there  was  no  longer  any  aeed  c^  his  coming, 
and  that  Lazants  was  recovered;  or  else  that  he  was  in  such  a  state,  that  his  friends  had  no  longer 
hopes  of  any  benefit  firnn  Jesiis. 

But  at  lei^h  Jesus  resolves  to  go  into  Jindea,  and  sets  out  with  his  disciples  for  Bethany* 
though  it  was  nigh  to  Jerusalem,  where  the  Jews  had  lately  sought  his  life :  a  sure  sign  of  the 
consdousness  #f  his  ianooence  and  integrity.  Had  it  been  thought  necessary  to  concert  a  pre- 
tended miracle  between  Jqsus  and  these  persons :  Lazarus  might  have  <x>me  to  the  country  be- 
yond Jordan,  and  a  death  and  a  resurrection  might  have  been  contrived  there*  None  would 
have  chosen  Bethany  for  the  scene  of  a  pretended  miracle  at  this  time;  so  near  the  fiercest 
enemies,  so  near  the  great  council  of  the  Jews,  if  a  miracle  had  been  contrived  at  Bethany, 
it  would  not  have  been  upon  an  inhabitant  of  the  place,  a  well4cnown  person,  but  some  stranger 
purposely  arrived  there  by  accident,  but  who  should  have  no  occasion  to  come  thither  a^in. 
What  reward,  what  sum  of  money  could  be  ^sufficient  to  induce  a  weU-known  person,  inhabitant 
of  Bethany,  so  near  Jerusalem,  to  enter  into  a  combination  with  Jesus,  to  be  the  person  on 
whom  an  imposture  of  this  kiad  should  be  acted? 

'**  TUea  when  Jesus  came,  lie  found  that  he  bad  lain  in  the  grave  four  days  already.— And 
many  of  the  Jews  came  to  Martha  and  Mary  to  comfort  them  concerning  their  brother.  Tlien 
Martha,  as -soon  as  she  beard  that  Jesus  was  coming,  went  and  met  him  :  but  Mary  sat  still  in 
the  hoi^e.*^  .Hence  it  is  evident,  that  Lazarus's  deaui  and  burial  were  public  thin^  Moreover 
these  -sisters  did  .not  go  to  Jesus:  Martha  does  not  gOf  till  she  hears  Jesus  is  near  the  house ;  and 
Maiy  stay«  still  at  ihome ;  all  arguments  of  true  son'ow,  and  that  there  was  no  contrivance. 

'**  Then  «aith  Martha  unto  Jesus,  Lord,  if  thou  hadst  been  here,  my  brother  had  not  died.'* 
How  natural  eocpressions  of  sorrow  and  concern !  Did  this  person,  who  spoke  these  words, 
know  her  brother  was  alive  still,  and  only  feigned  to  be  dead  ?  Impossible.  **  But  I  know,  that 
even  now  whatsoew-thou  wilt  ask  of  God,  God  will  give  it  thee.''  More  words,  that  demon- 
atratc^  they  were  not  in  any  concerted  design  of  feigning  a  miracle.  After  some  more  discourse 
l^tween  ber  and  Jesus,  she  went  her  way,  and  **  called  Mary  her  sister  secretly,  saying.  The 
Master  is  come  and  calleth  ibr  thee." 

As  soon  as  she  heard  tifaat,  she  arose  quickly,  and  came  unto  him*  Now  Jesus  was  not  yet 
eome  into  the  town,  but  was  in  that  place  where  Martha  met  him.  The  Jews  then  which  were 
Vith  herj  when  they  saw  Mary^  that  she  rose  up  hastily^  and  went  out,  followed  her ;  saying 
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She  goeth  unto  the  grave,  to  weep  there/'    Mary's  grief  was  real,  in  the  opinion  of  all  tiiese* 
persons,  who  might,  one  would  think,  have  known  it  to  .be  counterfeit,  if  it  liad  been  so. 

<*  Then  when  Mary  was  come  where  Jesus  wais,  and  saw  him,  she  fell  down  at  his  feet,» 
saying  unto  him,  Lord,  if  thou  hadst  been  here,  my  brother  had  not  died."  She  had  no  more 
thought  of  seeing  her  brother  raised  presently  by  Jesus,  than  her  sister  Martha  had*^ 

When  Jesus  therefore  saw  her  weeping,  and  the  Jews  also  weeping  which  came  with  her;, 
he  groaned  in  the  spirit,  and  was  troubled.''  Here  are  in  this  joint  weepings  of  Maiy  and  hei: 
friends  the  token  or  a  deep  sorrow,  arising  from  the  death  of  Lazarus,  and  a  despair  of  ever 
seeing  him  again,  before  the  resurrection  at  the  last  day.  Their  grief  so  far  exceeded  the  bounds- 
it  ^ught  to  have  done,  when  Jesus,  who  had  already  given  suck  demonstrations  of  his  power,  was 
with  tliem,  that  he  "  groaned  in  spirit,  and  was  troubled/* 

Ver.  34.'  **  And  said.  Where  have  ye  laid  him?  They  say  unto  him,  Lorc^  come  and  see."' 
Jesus  himself  first  makes  the  proposal  of  going  toward  the  sepulchre  bv  asking  the  question ; 
**  v^here  they  had  laid  him."    There  iqppear  no  where  any  intimations  tliat  they  had  hopes  or 
seeing  Lazarus  alive  agaim 

They  go  toward  the  sepulchre,  ver.  38.  "  Jesus— cometh  to  the  grave:  ftwas  a  cave,  and 
a  stone  lay  upon  it.  Jesus  said,  Take  ye  away  the  stone.  Martha,  the*  sister  of  him  that  was 
dead,  saith  unto  him,.  Lord„  by  this  time  he  stinketh  :  for  he  has  been  dead  four  days."  Need 
I  here  remark,  that  these  are  the  words  of  one,  who  knew  her  brother  was  dead?  She  expresses 
herein  such  a  want  of  all  hopes  of  seeing  her  brother  alive  again,  that  Jesus  reproves  her,  and  * 
says :  <^  Said  I  not  unto  thee.  That  if  thou  wouldst  believe,  Uiou  shouldst  see  the  glory  of^ 
God?" 

Now  with  what  deliberation,    and  with  what  solemnity  of  address  to  the  Father,    doest 
Jesus  proceed  to.  this  great  worl^  that  the  mind&  of  all  the  company  might  be  attentive,  and 
observe  t 

Ver..  41 — *4.  "  Then  they  took  away  the  stone  from  the  place  where  the  dead  was  laid*. 
And  Jesus  lift  up  his  eyes  and  said.  Father,  I  thank  thee,  that  thou  hast  heard  me.  And  I. 
knew  that  thou  nearest  me  always :  but  because  of  the  people  which  stand  by  I  said  it,  that  thay 
may  believe  that  thou  hast  sent  me.  And  when  he  thus  had  spoken,  he  cried  with  a  loud-voice^ 
Lazarus,  come  forth.  And  he  that  was  dead  came  forth,  bound  hand  and  foot  with  grave-clethesr. 
and  his  face  was  bound  with  a  napkin.    Jesus  saith  unto  them,  Loose  him,  and  let  him.gqJ? 

There  is  no  occasion  for  remarks  here :  he  who  was  dead  came  out  with. burial  dothes  upon* 
him,  with  all  the  tokens  of  a  corpse  buried  by  his  friends;  so  bound,,  that  in. a  natural  course 
he  was  not  able  to  move ;  and  he  was  ordered  to  be  unloosed  by  others,,  not  being, able  to  help, 
himself;  that  all  might  see  the  tokens  of  life,  strength  and  vigour,,  by  the  actions  of  walking. 

Is  there  any  reason  to  doubt  after  this  view  of  thia  relation,  whether,  this  was  it  real  miracle;., 
and  whether  they  who  were  present  must  not  be  sure  it  was  so^  and  regort.it  as.such„  as  Joha. 
has  done? 

But  we  will  proceed  a  little  farther.  All  present  are  represented  as  persuaded  of  it.  For. 
•*  many  of  the  «lews,  which  came  to  Mary  and  had  seen  the  things  which  Jesus  did,  believed  on- 
him:"  that  is,  believed  him  to  be  the  Messias.  ^  But  some  of  them,"  being  wicked  malicious, 
men,  **  went  to  the  Pharisees,  and  told  them  what  things  Jesus  had  done.**  And  the  Pharisees, 
considering  the  greatness  of  this^  work,  and  that  suchi  things  as  these  would  tend  to  bring  **  alL 
men,"  great  numbers  of  peqple,  to  believe  on  him,,  "  irom  that  day  forth,  they  took  counsel  to- 
gether to  put  him  to  death,"  ver.  53. 

That  this  thing  was  no  imposture,  but  a  real  miracle,,  appears  finally  from. hence;  that  not. 
long  after  this,  (by  which  time  the  Pharisees  might  have  inquired  into  the  matter,  and  got  evi- 
dence of  the  imposture,  if  any  could  be  had")  Jesus  comes  publicly  to  Jerusalem,  enters  into, 
the  temple,  teaches  there  boldly  from  day  to  day,  spends  several  days  at  Jerusalem),  and  in  the 
neighbourhood^  at  Bethany  itself,  the  place  of  this  action;,  and  lives  all  this  time  in  the  most 
public  open  manner  at  the  near  approach  of  one  of  the  Jewish.  principaT  festivals,  where  there 
was  a  general  resort  thither  from  all  parts.  He  celebrates  moreover  this  great  feast  with  his  dis- 
ciples in  Jenisalem.  And  supper  being  over,  he  goes  into  a  garden,  an  usual  place  of  retirement,, 
with  his  disciples:  whither  the  officers  of  the  high  priest  come  to  apprehend  him,  to  whom  he 
vduntarily  surrenders  himself.  Whereupon  he  is  examined  and  tried  before  the  council,  and  be«-^ 
fore  Pilate,  but  not  one  impo3tme  of  any  kind  is  proved  or  charged  upon  him. 
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SECTION  IIL 

I  MIGHT  conclude  here,  but  I  am  willing  to  add  a  few  observations  on  the  propriety  andl^auty 
of  our  Lord's  action,  and  of  the  evangelists*  relations.^* 

St.  Matthew  informs  us,  that  when  the  ruler  came  to  Jesus,  he  was  discoursing  to  the  people. 
**  While  Jesus  spake  these  things  unto  them,  behold,  there  came  a  certain  ruler  to  him — sayings 
My  daughter  is  even  now  dead,  but  come  and  lay  thy  hand  upon  her. — And  Jesus  arose  and  fol- 
lowed him,*'  Matt.  ix.  18. 

Jesus  is  always  ready,  never  unwilling  or  unprepared  for  the  performance  of  any  good  work: 
but  immediately  hearkens  to  the  call,  and  proceeds  without  delay  from  good  and  usefbl  discourse 
to  great  and  useful  works. 

Not  only  the  disciples,  but  those  also  that  were  hearing  him,  go  along  with  him:  "  And  much 
people  followed  him,  and  thronged  him,"  Mark  v.  24.  As  he  is  going,  a  woman  in  the  crowd, 
who  had  a  long  and  grievous  infirmity,  secretly  touches  him  and  is  healed.  "  Jesus,  perceiving 
that  virtue  had  gone  out  of  him,'*. instead  of  omitting  the  notice  hereof,  and  hasting  along  to 
Jairus's  house,  lest  the  case  should  become  too  desperate  and  beyond  his  reach ;  but  knowing 
that  all  things  were  in  his  power,  stops,  turns  him  about,  and  asks,  •*  Who  touched  me  ?  ** 

How  sedate  is  his  temper!  He  is  not  exalted  with  the  thought  of  the  honour  done  him  by  a 
ruler  of  a  synagogue,  who  had  earnestly  besought  him  to  heal  his  daughter.  He  is  not  in  any 
haste  to  proceed  to  his  house,  lest  the  opportunity  of  showing  his  power  in  the  family  of  a  ruler 
in  Israel  should  be  lost :  but  stands  still,  inquires  who  touched  him  j  hears  the  poor  woman  tell 
her  case,  and  confirms  her  cure,  by  bidding  her  **  go  in  peace.*' 

Jesus  was  now  going  to  Jairuss  house,  whose  daugnter  was  by  this  time  dead^  And  there 
was  no  way  left  for  him  to  help  this  ruler ;  and  perform  his  request,  of  laying  his  hand  on  his 
daughter,  that  she  might  live,  without  raising  her  up  from  the  dead.  As  he  is  going  to  this  sur- 
pr^smg  awful  action  of  giving  life  to  the  dead,  virtue  issues  forth  from  him  through  his  garment, 
and  heals  a  long  and  obstinate  disease.  How  great  is  Jesus  here !  How  transporting  the  idea 
the  mind  forms  of  him ! 

When  he  came  "  to  the  niler's  house,  and  saw  the  minstrels  and  "  others  "  making  a  noise, 
he  said  unto  them:  Give  place,  for  the  maid  is  not  dead,  but  sleepeth,*'  Matt.  ix.  28.  What 
modesty!  what  humility!  •*  They  laughed  him  to  scorn,"  supposing  him  to  speak  of  natural 
sleep.  Vet  he  corrects  not  their  mistake.  Nothing  can  draw  out  from  him  any  word  that  has  the 
appearance  of  boast  or  vanity. 

I  shall  by  and  by  give  a  like  instance  of  modesty  in  St.  John's  history  of  the  miracle  of  La- 
zarus. He  who  reads  such  passages  as  these  in  these  evangelists,  the  one  originally  of  so  sordid 
acn  employment  as  that  of  a  publican,  the  other  an  illiterate  fisherman,  may  be  assured,  they  did 
not  invent,  but  that  they  drew  some  real  character :  there  not  being,  I  believe,  another  such  ex- 
ample  of  modesty  to  be  found  in  any  author  ancient  or  modern ;  how  well  soever  skilled  in  his- 
toncal  facts,  or  however  renowned  for  greatness  of  genius  and  fruitfulness  of  fancy.  The  humble 
modesty  is  equal  to  the  miracle.  Such  things  as  these  do  they  write,  in  the  coolest  terms,  the 
plainest  manner.  They  subjoin  not  a  fulsome,  or  any  other  set  encomium.  They  have  not  added 
a  passionate  exclamation,  or  so  much  as  a  hint  of  special  observation.  But  the  attentive  reader. 
When  he  pauses  and  reflects,  finds  his  heart  glowing  with  an  ardent  affection  and  zeal  for  him  of 
whom  they  write.  Nor  can  he  help  being  transported  with  the  thought  of  the  unparalleled  un- 
affected honesty  and  simplicity  of  the  evangelists. 

"  But  when  the  people  were  put  forth,  he  went  in,  and  took  her  by  the  hand,  and  the  maid 
arose."     How  simple  I  and  yet  how  truly  great  is  this  narration  of  St.  Matthew ! 

I  cannot  leave  this  story,  till  I  have  observed  the  wondrous  propriety  of  our  Lord's  action 
throughout  the  whole  of  this  aflfair ;  which  was  so  p\iblic,  so  diversified  with  incidents,  and  so 
various  in  its  circumstances.  So  soon  as  Jairus  comes  to  him,  he  goes  along  with  him,  in 
order  to  perform  the  useful  work  he  had  desired'  of  him.  As  he  is  going,  a  woman  is  healed 
by  a  secret  touch  of  his  garment.  He  asks,  **  Who  touched  me?"  The  disciples  tell  him,  that 
was  a  strange  question.  Still  our  Lord  insists  upon  it,  that  somebody  had  touched  him.  He 
^then  looks  round  him,  but  points  out  no  person :  is  only  silent,  till  the  woman  conies,  and 
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trembling  reveab  the  whole  matter.  And  what  a  lustre  has  this  delay  of  Jesus  in  the  way  to 
Jairus's  house  thrown  upon  his  character !  What  a  discovery  has  it  ipade  of  his  knowledge  and 
power !  When  he  hears  it  reported  to  the  father,  that  the  damsel  was  dead,  he  bids  him  "  not 
fear,  but  believe/*  When  he  comes  to  the  house,  be  directs  all  things  with  the  highest  pro* 
priety,  by  clearing  the  house  of  strangers,  that  it  might  be  quiet ;  taking  in  with  him,  "  mto 
the  room  where  the  young  woman  lay,'*  the  properest  persons  that  could  be  chosen  out  of  his 
disdples,  and  out  of  the  whole  multitude,  that  was  there« 

In  the  history  of  raising  the  young  man  at  Nain  it  is  said  :  *«  And  when  the  Lord  saw  her, 
he  had  compassion  on  her,  and  said  unto  her.  Weep  not.  And  he  came  and  touched  the  bier, 
(aad  they  that  bare  him  stood  still)  and  he  said,  Young  man,  I  say  unto  thee.  Arise." 

On  ordinary  occasions  Jesus  could  not  work  a  miracle  without  being  first  sought  to,  lest 
.thereby  a  suspicion  should  have  arisen,  that  he  had  chosen  objects  within  his  power.  But  here 
the  meeting  of  the  corpse  being  perfectly  casual,  he  had  an  opportunity  of  showing  both  his 
power  and  his  jgoodness,  without  being  sought  to.  And  he  wisely  and  graciously  lays  hold  of  it, 
as  soon  as  it  oners.  How  glorious  is  Jesus  here !  Travelling  with  his  £sciples  he  meets  a  dead 
man,  and  carried  forth  to  burial.  And  he  on  the  sudden,  without  any  previous  notice  of  the 
case,  without  any  prior  preparation,  raises  the  dead  man  to  life. . 

**  And  he  delivered  him  to  his  mother."  The  highest  propriety !  He  was  moved  by  com- 
passion to  perform  this  work,  and  he  delivers  the  raised  person  to  her,  to  whom  his  life  was  the 
greatest  comfort.  Not  to  say  farther,  that  she  would  best  know,  whether  it  was  her  son  or 
another,  that  was  restored  to  her :  and  that  instead  of  making  a  show,  and  calling  upon  the  mul- 
titude to  admire  the  action ;  he  barely  delivers  the  young  man  to  his  mother,  as  if  he  had  only 
performed  an  ordinary  piece  of  kindness. 

In  the  history  of  raising  Lazarus  there  are  these  things  very  observable.  Jesus  had  declared 
to  his  disciples  a  design  of  going  to  Bethany.  Before  he  sets  out  from  the  place  where  he  then 
was,  he  sa\'s  to  them :  "  Our  friend  Lazarus  sleepeth ;  but;  I  go  that  I  may  awake  him  out  of 
sleep."  Here  we  have  again  a  like  example  of  humble  modesty,  with  that  I  observed  before  in 
the  account  of  Jairus*s  daughter.  These  low  sofl  terms  does  he  use  concerning  death,  and 
raising  to  life  :  the  one  he  terms  sleep,  the  other  awaking  him  out  of  it ;  as  appears  from  what 
follows.  "  Then  said  his  disciples.  Lord,  if  he  sleep  he  shall  do  well.  Howbeit  Jesus  spake 
of  his  death :  but  they  thought  he  had  spoken  of  taking  of  rest  in  sleep.**  Jesus  was  obliged  to 
Jet  them  understand  what  he  meant.  ^*  Then  said  he  unto  them  plainly,  Lazarus  is  dead.  And 
I  am  glad  for  your  sakes,  that  I  was  not  tliere  (to  the  intent  you  may  believe)  nevertheless  let 
us  go.**  When  Jesus  spoke  in  the  low  and  ambiguous  term  of  sleep,  he  added :  "  But  1  go, 
that  I  may^awake  him  out  of  sleep.**  But  having  now  said  plainly,  that  Lazarus  was  dead,  he 
does  not  say :  But  I  go  to  raise  him  to  life  :  only  intimates  in  general,  that  there  would  be  some 
new  proof  given  them  to  confirm  their  faith ;  studiously  avoiding  every  thing  that  had  any  ap^ 
pearance  of  boasting.  The  modesty  here  is  rather  greater  than  in  the  former  case.  There  Jesus 
nad  to  do  with  a  mixed  multitude  of  strangers.  Here  he  is  talking  with  his  own  disciples.  Yet 
he  forbears  to  say  beforehand  in  plain  terms,  that  he  should  raise  Lazarus  to  life. 

Herein  also  is  adorable  the  wisdom,  the  goodness,  the  condescension  of  Jesus ;  that  he  who 
could  have  healed  sick  Lazarus,  or  raised  him  when  dead,  without  opening  his  lips,  or  rising 
from  his  seat,  went  from  the  place  of  his  retirement  beyond  Jordan  into  Judea,  where  they  had 
lately  sought  his  life :  because  his  raising  up  Lazarus  at  Bethany,  the  place  where  he  had  died» 
and  was  well  known,  in  all  those  circumstances,  and  before  so  many  persons  as  he  aflerwxu*ds  did« 
in  person,  would  be  a  means  of  convincing  men  of  the  truth  of  his  mission,  and  of  drawing  men 
of  that  and  future  ages  to  the  belief  of  his  doctrine,  which  is  so  suited  to  prepare  them  for 
eternal  life. 

There  is  likewise  somewhat  very  remarkable  in  the  manner  of  performii^  tliis  miracle.  The 
great  works  which  our  Lord  did  are  in  themselves  a  proof,  that  he  was  espoused  by  God.  He 
accordingly  made  frequent  and  pyblic  appeals  to  his  works,  as  certain  proofs  and  evidences,  that 
God  was  with  him.  But  he  did  not  ordinarily,  at  the  time  of  doing  these  works,  formally  and 
expressly  address  himself  to  God.  But  now  oeing  about  to  .perform  in  the  sight  of  mortal  men 
so  extraordinary  and  affecting  a  thing,  as  the  raising  up  from  the  grave  3,  man  that  had  been 
buried  four  days,  he  lifts  up  his  eyes  to  heaven,  and  adores  the  Father  in  an  act  of  praise  and 
thanksgiving  j  acknowledgmg  the  power  of  doing  the  works  he  had  already  done,  and  of  that  be 
VOL.  V.  3  b 
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was  then  going  to  perform,  to  have  been  given  him  by  the  Father.  "  Theti  toc^  they  away  the 
stone  from  the  place,  where  the  dead  was  laid.  And  Jesus  lift  up  his  eyes,  and  said.  Father, 
I  thank  thee  that  thou  hdst  heard  me.  And  I  knew  that  thOu  hearest  me  always :  but  because 
of  the  people  which  stand  by,  I  said  it,  that  thev  may  believe  Aat  thou  hast  sent  me.''  That  is, 
the  works  I  do,  declare  that  thou  art  with  me ;  out  that  the  people  may  have  the  fullest  assurance 
that  thou  concurrest  with  we,  and  that  the  words  1  speak  are  not  mine  but  thine ;  before  I  do 
this  great  and  awful  work  in  their  sight,  I  publicly  praise  and  thank  thee«  In  this  way  (of  an 
immediate  appeal  to  God)  the  fullest  proof  possible  was  given,  that  his  authority  was  from  the 
Father,  and  all  objections  were  answered.     See  John  xiv.  8 — 11.  xvi.  28 — SO. 

Other  things  might  be  observed  here,  but  I  shall  take  notice  of  but  one  particular  more. 
<*  And  when  he  thus  had.  spoken,  he  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  Lazarus,  come  forth."  Sure  the 
majesty  of  the  voice  well  became  the  work.  Herein  k  some  resemblance  of  that  loud  command, 
at  the  sound  of  which  shall  be  broken  all  the  bars  of  hell  and  the  grave,  and  their  doors  fly 
open,  and  the  dead  of  all  orders  and  of  all  times  shall  awake  and  come  forth ;  some  to  honour, 
and  some  to  shame  and  everlasting  contempt.  There  is  a  peculiar  propriety  and  decency  in  this 
loud  and  majestic  voice,  as  it  had  been  immediately  preceded  by  an  humole  and  thankful  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  Father,  who  is  over  all. 
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A    L  E  T  T  E  R, 

WBITTEN  IN  THE  TEAR  1730, 

CONCERNING  THE  QUESTION,  WHETHER  THE  LOGOS  SUPPLIED  THE  PLACE  OF  A 
HUMAN  SOUL  IN  THE  PERSON  OF  JESUS  CHRIST. 

TO  WaiCB  ARK  ttOVr  ADDKO, 

TWO   POSTSCRIPTS: 

THE  FIBST  CONTAININO  AN  EXPLICATION  OF  THOSE  WORDS,  THE  SPIRIT,  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT,   THE 

SPIRIT  OF  GOD,   AS  USED  IN  THE  SCRIPTURES  ;   THE  SECOND^  CONTAININO  REMARKS 

UPON  THE  THIRD  PART  OF  THE  LATE  BISHOP  OF  CLOGHER's  VINDICATION 

OF  THE  HISTORIES  OF  THE  OLD  AND  NEW  TESTAMENT. 


Search  the  Scriphtres^  for  in  them  ye  think  ye  hccoe  eternal  fi/&,  and-ihey  are  they  "which  testify  of 

me.'— John  v.  39. 

JErgo  nee  Parenttmh  nee  Mqjorum  Error  sequendus  est:  sed  jUictoritas  Scripturanmh  et  Dei 
docentis  Imperiunu — Hieron.  in  Jen  cap.  ix.  ver.  1S~14. 


THE  PREFACE. 


Though  the  names  in  this  letter  are  fictitious  (as  they  always  were,  and  the  same  that  appear 
now)  it  is  a  part  of  a  real  correspondence.  Papinian,  who  was  a  man  of  a  mature  a^e,  of  great 
eminence,  and  a  diligent  reader  of  the  sacred  scnptures,  has  long  since  accomplished  his  course  in 
this  world.  Philaletnes  is  still  living.  The  letter  sent  to  Papinian  was  never  returned,  but 
Philalethes  kept  a  copy  of  it.  Though  written  almost  thirty  years  ago,  it  has  hitherto  lain  con- 
cealed in  the  writer's  cabinet.  Nor  has  it,  till  very  lately,  been  shown  to  more  than  two  persons^ 
one  of  whom  is  deceased.  Whether  this  will  be  reckoned  full  proof,  that  the  writer  is  not  forward 
to  engage  in  reli^ous  dilutes,  I  cannot  say.  This  however  is  certain :  he  would  have  great 
reason  to  think  himself  happy,  if,  with  the  assistance  of  others,  without  noise  and  disturbance,  in 
the  way  of  free,  calm«  and  peaceable  debate,  he  could  clear  up  a  controverted  point  of  religion^ 
to  general  satisfaction. 

If  any  should  ask,  why  is  this  letter  published  now  ?  I  would  answer  in  the  words  c€ 
Solomon :  <<  There  is  a  time  to  keep  sUeuce,  and  a  time  to  speak."  But  whether  the  present 
season  has  been  fitlv  chosen,  the  event  under  the  conduct  of  Divine  Providence  will  best  show* 

The  reader  is  desired  to  take  notice,  tliat  whatever  he  sees  at  the  bottom  of  the  pages,  is 
additional.  There  are  also  some  additions  in  the  letter  itself,  especially  near  the  end,  where 
more  texts  are  explained  than  were  in  the  original  letter. 

For  better  unaerstanding  the  argument,  it  may  be  needful  to  observe,  for  the  sake  of  some,  that 
by  divers  ancient  writers  we  are  assured,  it  was  the  opinion  of  Arius  and  his  followers,  *  That  *  our 

CfCou^yuKO*,  Kcu  BXi  ^vxY^y*    Epiph.  de  Ariaais  in  Iodic.  T.  I.     H.  69,  n.  I9,  p.  7^*  A.  C©nf.  n.  4S— 51. 
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*  Saviour  took  flesh  of  Mar}',  but  not  a  soul :'  « that  ■  Christ  had  flesh  only,  as  a  covering  for  his 

*  Deity :  and  that  the  Word  in  him  was  the  same  as  the  soul  in  us :  and  that  the  Word,  or  the 

*  Deity  in  Christ,  was  liable  to  sufferings  in  the  body/ 

Mr.  Whiston,  in  his  Historical  Memoirs  of  the  Life  of  Dr.  Clarke,  giving  an  account  of  the 
act  in  the  divinity  schools  at  Cambridge,  in  the  year  1709,  when  Mr.  Clarke,  then  rector  of 
St.  James's,  received  the  doctor's  degree,  says,  at  p.  20,  21.     *  In  the  course  of  this  act,  where 

*  I  was  present.  Professor  James digressed  from  one  of  the  doctor's  questions,  and  pressed  him 

^  Iiard  to  condemn  one  of  the  opinions,  which  I  had  just  then  published  in  my  Sermons  and  Essays. 

*  Whicli  book  he  held  in  his  hand,  when  he  was  in  the  chair.     I  suppose,  it  might  be  this :  that 

*  our  Saviour  had  no  human  soul,  but  that  the  Divine  Logos  or  Word  supplied  its  place 

*  However,  Dr.  Clarke,  who,  I  believe,  had  not  particularly  examined  that  point,  did  prudently 

*  avoid  either  the  approbation  or  condemnation  of  it.     Yet  have  I  reason  to  believe,  he  long 
^  afterwards  came  into  it,  upon  a  farther  examination  :  though,  I  think,  he  ever  avoided,  accord- 

*  ing  to  his  usual  caution,  to  declare  publicly  that  his  approbation,  even  upon  the  most  pressing 

*  applications ;  which  is  one  great  instance  of  that  impenetrable  secrecy,  which  Dr.  Sykes  justly 

*  notes  to  have  been  in  him,  upon  many  occasions.' 

So  Mr.  Whiston.  Who  clearly  declares  his  own  opinion.  Who  likewise  supposeth,  rflat 
the  same  was  for  some  while  received  by  Dr.  Clarke.  But  he  seems  not  to  have  had  any 
certain  evidence  of  it.  For,  as  he  acknowledges,  *  Dr.  Clarke  never  publicly  declared,  bis^ 
approbation  of  it.' 

Nevertheless  it  may  not  be  disagreeable  to  see  here  what  Dr.  Clarke  himself  says  in  his 
Scripture  Doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  part  I.  ch.  iii.  numb.  998.  p.  197.    '  Matt.  iv.  1.  "  Then  was 

*  Jesus  led  up  of  the  spirit  into  the  wilderness."  From  this,  and  many  other  of  the  following 
^  texts,  it  seems,  that  the  Logos,  the  Divine  Nature  of  Christ,  did  so  far  xevwa-xi  mvtov^  diminish 

*  itself,  as  St.  Paul  expresses  it,  Philip,  ii.  7>  that,  during  the  time  of  his  incarnation,  he  was  all 

*  along  under  the  conduct  of  the  Holy  Spirit.' 

And  Part  II.  sect,  xxviii.  p.  SOU     *  The  Holy  Spirit  is  described  in  the  New  Testament^ 

*  as  the  immediate  author  and  worker  of  all  miracles,,  even  of  those  done  by  our  Lord  himself: 

*  and  as  the  conductor  of  Christ  in  all  the  actions  of  his  life,  during  his  state  of  humUiation  here 

*  on  earth.' 

Before  I  finish  this  preface,  I  must  make  some  citations  from  Dr.  Robert  Clayton,  late  Lord 
Bishop  of  Clogher ;  who  in  the  third  part  of  his  Vindication  of  the  Histories  of  the  Old  and 
New  Testament,  has  expressed  himself  after  this  manner.     Letter  v.  p.  80,  81,  or  p.  443. 

*  **  He  who  had  glory  with  the  Father,  before  the  world  was,  emptied  himself,^  or  aivested 
'  himself  of  that  glory,  in  order  to  redeem  mankind,  and  descended  from  heaven,  and  "  took 
*-  upon  him  the  form  of  a  servant,  and  was  made  man."  That  is,  he,  who  was  a  glorified  pre- 
*^  existent  spirit  in  the  presence  of  God,  submitted  to  descend  from  heaven,  and  to  have  himself 
♦^  conveyed  by  the  wonderful  power  of  Almighty  God,  into  the  womb  of  a  virgin.  Where  being 
•*  clothed- with  fi6sh,  and  ripening  by  degrees  to  manhood,  he  was  at  length  brought  forth  into 
•^  the  world,  in  the  same  apparent  state  and  condition  with  other  human  infants.' 

Again,  Letter  vii.  p.  ISa,  133,  or  482,  483.  *  And  accordingly  this  exaltttl  spirit  was,  bylhe 

*  wonderful  power  of  God,  as  before  related,  conveyed  into  the  womb  of  tlie  virgin  Mary,  and 
^  wa$  made  man;  that  is,  was  made  as  much  so>  as  his  mother  could  make  him,  without  being 

*  impregnated  by  man.  And  now  being  deprived  of  the  immediate  presence  of  God  the 
^  Father^  and  b^ing  shut  up  in  darkness,  and  the  shadow  of  death, .  he  was  after  nine  months 

<  brouglit  forth  into  life,  in  the  form  of  a  feeble  infant,  with  all  the  weakness,  and  frailties,  and 

*  infirmities  of  human  nature  about  him.  And  as  he  grew  up  into  life,  and  his^reason  improved^ 
« this  only  served  to  make  the  terrible  change  and  alteration  of  bis  condition,  so  much  the 

<  more  perceptible,  and  the  recollection  of  it  so  much  the  more  grievous  and  insufferable.     The 

*  dreadfulness  of  which  state  is  hardly. conceivable  to  us,  because  that  we  never  were  sensible 
«  of  any  thing  better  than  our  present,  existence. .  But  for.  any  being,  which  had.  ever  enjoyed 

•  Amios  $8  aramta  fx^oi^v wpof  flwTMt^wf ijv  tvjs ts^fv^os  oft^Xtfyw         Jn^ea autem  quod* Chnstuni  sine  amm& .solam /:amem  los- 
avn  OS  rs  ta-ujQsv  ey  rj^iy  av^punta,  rst  tn  ttjj  ^v^rjg,  r&v     cepisse  arbitrantur,  minus  noti  sunt— -scd  hoc  vecoca 


Xoyoy  «y  rij  crapKi  Xsysi  ysyovsYai.  x.  X.  Athan.  Contr.  ApoUin,     ct  fipiphanius  non  tacuit,  et  ego  ex  ^orum  quibusdam  scnpUs 
L  2,  Q.  3.  p.  942.  C.  et  coilocutionibus  certissime  iDveui.    August,  de  H«r.  c.  4p. 
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<  the  happiness  of  heaven,  and  had  been  in  possession  of  **  glory  with  the  Fatlier/*  to  be  de- 

*  prived  thereof  and  to  be  sent  io  dwell  here  in  this  world,  encompassed  within  the  narrow 

*  umits  of  this  earthly  tabernacle,  and  the  heavy  organs,    made  of  flesli  and  blood,  it  must, 

*  literally  speaking,  be  to  such  a  being,  a  hell  upon  earth/     So^says  that  celebrated  writer. 

To  the  letter  are  now  added  two  postscripts.  Concerning  which  nothing  needs  to  be  said 
here.     They  who  look  into  them  will  see^what  they  are. 

One  thing  the  author  would  say.  He  hopes  the  whole  is  written  in  the  way^of  reason  and 
argument,  with  meekness  and  candour,  without  acrimony  and  abuse:  though  not  without  a  just 
concern  for  such  things  as  appear  to  him  to  be  of  importance.  . 

Fcbrn^y  12,  1759. 


A    LETTER, 

WRITTEN  IN  THE  YEAR  1730,. 

CONCERNING  THE  QUESTION,  WHETHER  THE  LOGOS  SUPPLIED  THE  PLACE  OP  AN  HUMAN 

SOUL  IN  THE  PERSON  OF  JESUS  CHRIST. 


TO  papinian:. 


Xou  have,  it  seems,  heard  of  the  correspondence  between  Eugenius  and  Hiileleutherus,  and 
particularly  of  an  incidental  question,  concerning  the  Arian  hypothesis.  You  have  been  in- 
formed, lilcewise,  that  I  am  weH  acquainted  with  this  correspondence.  And,  as  it  has  exdted 
your  curiosity, .  you  demand  of  me  an  account  of  it,  and  also  my  own  opinion  upon  the  point 
in  debate. 

If  it  were  proper  for  me  to  deny  you  anj^  things  I  should  entirely  excuse  myself,'and  be  per- 
fectly silent:  being  apprehensive  that  toucmng  upon  a.subjeet  of  so  much  niceness  and  difficulty 
may  occasion  some  trouble  to  yourself,  as  well  as  to  me»    But  you  are  determined  not  to  accept . 
of  any  excuses* 

I  must  then,^.without  farther  preamble,  declare  to  you  that  I  cannot  but  t^ke  the  same  side  • 
of  the  question .  with  Bhileleutherus  ;  though  once,  for  some  while, .  I .  was  much  inclined  to  > 
the  other. 

However,*  whilst  I  was  favourable  to  the  supposition;  that  the  Logos  was  the  soul  of  our  • 
Saviour,  I  was  embarrassed « with  a  very  considerable  difficulty.    For  the  scriptures  do  plainly 
represent  our  blessed  Saviour,  ^exalted  to  power  and  glory,  as  a  reward  of  his  sufferings  here  on 
earth:  but  I  was  at' a.  loss  to  conceive  now  that  high  Being,»^  the  first  and  only  immediately 
derived  being  by  whom  God  made  the  world/  should  gain  any;exaltation  by  receiving,  after  his  . 

•  •  Di*.  Cllu-ke,  Striptare  DtKrtrine,  &c.  Pi  1/  nmnb.  535.  lb*  ParML  p*  242/sect.  ii.'  Willi  this  first  ^nd  Supreme 

pt  86.  '  The  third  interpretation  i9>  thactheWord  is  a  person  *  cause  aod  Father  of  .all  things^  there  has  existed,  from  the 

'  deriving  from  the  Father  (wkh  whom  he  existed  before  the  *  beginnings,  a.  second  divine  person,  yvhioh  is  his  Word  or 

'"World  was)  *  both  his*  being  itself,  and-'inconipeehensible  'Son.'. 

'7)ower  and  knowledge,  and  other  divine  attributes  and  an-  Page -29^;  sect,  xxvk  '  By  ^the  operation  of  theSon^  the 

'  thoritjF^  in  amanner  not  revealed,  andwhich  iinnian  wisdom  .   '  Fathec  both  made  and  governsthe  world.' 

'  ought  not  to  presume  to  explam.'                  V              .    .  P^^ps,  sect,  xxvii<   '  Concerning  the  Son,  there  are 
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resurrection  and  ascendion,  a  bright  resplendent  human  body,  and  beii^  made  the  King  and 
Lord  of  all  good  men  in  this  world,  and  the  judge  of  mankind,  and,  if  you  please  to  add  likewise^ 
being  made  higher  than  the  angels,  to  whom,  according  to  the  same  hypothesis,  he  was  vastly 
superior  before. 

But  to  speak  my  mind  freely,  I  now  entirely  dislike  that  scheme,  and  think  it  all  amazing 
throughout,  and  irreconcilable  to  reason.  • 

*  However,  that  we  may  not  take  up  any  prejudices  from  apprehensions,  which  our  own  reason 
might  afford,  I  shall  suspend  all  inquiries  or  that  sort,  and  will  immediately  enter  upon  the  con- 
sideration of  what  the  scriptures  say  of  the  person  of  our  Saviour. 

He  is  called  a  man  in  many  places  of  the  gospels.  And  every  body  took  him  for  a  man 
during  his  abode  on  this  earth,  when  he  convei*sed  with  all  sorts  of  people  in  the  most  free  and 
open  manner.  He  frequently  styles  himself  "  the  Son  of  man.**  He  is  also  said  to  be  "  the 
Son  of  David,"  and  "  the  Son  of  Abraham.*'  He  is  called  a  man  even  after  his  ascension. 
Acts  xvii.  31.  *'  He  has  appointed  a  day,  in  the  which  he  will  judge  Uie  world  in  righteousness, 
by  that  man  whom  he  has  ordained.**  1  Tim.  ii.  5.  **  For  there  is  one  God,  and  one  Medtatoc 
between  God  and  men,  the  man  Christ  Jesus.**  And  St.  Peter  to  the  Jews  at  Jerusalem, 
Acts  ii.  22.  "  Ye  men  of  Israel,  hear  these  words,  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  a  man  approved  of  God 
among  you  by  miracles,  and  wonders,  and  signs,  which  God  did  by  him  in  the  midst  of  you,  aa 
ye  yourselves  also  know.** 

Now  if  Jesus  Christ  be  a  man,  he  consists  of  a  human  soul  and  body:  for  what  else  is  a  man? 

This  title  and  appellation  of  man  being  so  often  and  so  plainly  given  to  our  Saviour,  must 
needs  lead  us  to  think  that  he  was  propeny  man,  unless  there  are  some  expressions  of  another 
kind  that  are  decisive  to  the  contrary.  But  we  ^nd  that  he  is  not  only  called  a  man,  but  is  also 
said  to  be  a  man  as  we  are,  or  like  to  us.  Heb.  ii.  I7.  <<  Therefore  in  all  things  it  behoved  him 
to  be  made  like  unto  his  brethren.*'  Ch.  iv.  15.  *'  We  have  not  an  high  priest,  which  cannot 
be  touched  with  a  feeling  of  our  infirmities;  but  was  in  all  points  tempted  like  as  we  are,  yet 
without  sin.**     And  see  the  second  chapter  of  that  epistle  throughout. 

Besides  these  plain  expressions,  describing  our  Lord  to  be  a  man,  and  like  to  us;  this  point 
may  be  argued  from  a  gieat  number  and  variety  of  particulars  related  in  the  New  Testament : 
for  two  evangelists  have  recorded  our  Lord's  nativity.  St.  Paul  says,  "  God  sent  forth  his  Son, 
made  of  a  woman,  made  under  the  law,**  Gal.  iv.  4.  If  it  were  expedient  that  our  Saviour 
should  be  born  into  the  world,  as  we  are,  and  live  in  infancy,  and  grow  up  to  manhood,  as  we 
do,  and  be  liable  to  all  the  bodily  wants,  weaknesses  and  disasters  to  which  we  i^e  exposed, 
must  it  not  have  been  as  needful,  or  more  neediuH  and  as  conformable  to  the  Divine  Wisdom, 
that  he  should  be  also  like  unto  us  in  the  other  part  x>f  which  we  are  composed,  a  human  soul, 
or  spirit  ?■ 

Moreover,  this  supposition  does  best,  if  not  duly,  account  for  our  blessed  Saviour's  tempta- 
tion, and  every  part  of  it.  For  how  was  it  possible  that  he  should  be  under  any  temptation  to 
try  the  love  of  God  to  him,  by  turning  stones  into  bread]  or  by  casting  himself  down  firom  a 

'other  tilings  spolcen  in  scrlptorej  and  the  highest  titles  are  '  man.   He  is  therefore  frequently  called  '*  the  Son  of  roan/* 

'  ascribed  to  hiui,  ^ven  such  as  include  all  divine  powers,  ex-  '  and  in  that  naturs  he  was  always  promised :  :firit  to  Eve,  as 

'  cepting  absolute  independency  and  supremncy.*  <  her  seed,  and  consequently  her  sod;    then  to  Abraham. 

A  part  of  Mr.  Peirce's  paraphrase  upon  Col.  i.  15,  l6,  is  in  -'  And  that  seed  is  Christ.   Gal.  iii.  16,  and  fio  the  sou  of 

these  words:  *  — and  since  he  was  the  first  being  that  was  *  Abraham,  next  to  David  ^ and  consequently  of  the  same 

'  derived  from  the  Father.     And  that  he  must  be  the  first  '  nature  with  David  and  Abraham.     And  as  he  was  their  son, 

'  derived  from  him,  is  hence  evident,  that  all  other  beings  '  so  are  we  his  brethren,  as  descendentt  from  the  same  fiither 

*  were  derived  from  God,  the  primary  and  supreme  cause  of  *  Adam.  "  And  therefore  it  behoved  h\m  to  be  made  like 
'  all,  through  his  Son,  by  whom,  as  their  inunediate  author,  '  unto  his  brethren  :  for  he  laid  not  hold  on  the  angels,  but 
'  all  tilings  were  created  that  are  in  iieaven,  and  that  are  in  ^'On  the  seed  of  Abraham,'*  Heb.  ii.  l6,  17 ;  and  so  became 

*  earth,  visible  and  invisiMe,  &c.*  *  not  an  angel,  but  d  man. 

•  '  And  when  we  say,  that  person  wi»6  x:onceived  and  bom,  '  As  then  man  consisteth  of  two  difierent  parts,  bochr  and 

'  we  declare,  he  was  made  really  and  truly  man,  of  the  same  '  soul,  so  doth  Christ— —And  certainly,  if  the  Son  €3t  God 

'  human  oature,  which  is  in  all  other,  men. — For  "  the  me-  '  would  vouchsafe  to  take  the  frailty  of  our  flesh,  he  would  not 

*  dtator  between  God  and  men  is  the  man  Christ  Jesus,*'  *  omit  the  nobler  part«  our  soul,  without  which  he  could  not 
'  1  Tim.  ii.  6.  ''That  since  by  man  came  death,  by  man  also  *  be  man.  For  "  Jesus  increased  in  wisdom  and  stature;"  one 
'  [should]  come  the  resurrection  of  the  dead/*  1  Cor.  xv^.  21.  'in  respect  of  his  body,  the  other  of  his  soul,  Luke  ii.  52.' 
'  Assure,  then,  as  tlie  first  Adam,  and  we  who  are  redeenned,  Peamn  upon  the  Greedy  Art*  iii.  p.  15Pj  \GO,  the  fourth 
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pinnade  of  the  temple!  How  could  all  the  glories  of  thia  worlds  and  the  kingdoms  of  it,  be  any 
temptation  to  him,  who  had  made  all  things  under  the  Supreme  Being?  Had  he  forgot  the  glory 
and  power  which  he  once  had  ?  If  that  co^ld  be  supposed,  and  Umt  this  want  of  memory  of  past 
things  still  remained,  it  might  be  as  well  supposed,  that  he  had  no  remembrance  of  the  orders 
which  he  had  received  from  God,  and  of  the  commission  with  which  God  the  Father  had  sent 
bim  into  the  world. 

The  supposition  of  Christ  bein^  a  man,  does  also  best  account  for  his  agony  in  the  garden,^ 
and  the  dark,  yet  glorious  scene  of  his  sufferings  on  the  cross,  and  the  concluding  prayer  there : 
^  My  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me  ?'* 

And  the  making  the  Logos  to  be  the  soul  of  Christ  does  really  annihilate  his  example,  and 
enervate  all  the  fc^rce  which  it  should  have  upon  us. 

But  it  may  be  said,  that  there  are  some  texts,  which  lead  us  to  think,  that  Jesus  Christ  had 
a  human  body,  but  not  an  human  8<mi1:  particularly  John  i.  14,  and  Hebr.  x.  5. 

John  i.  14.  "  And  the  Word  was  made  flesh,  and  dwelt  among  us."  But  it  should  be 
observed,  that  «*  flesh**  in  the  scriptures  both  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  is  oftentimes 
equivalent  to  "  man,*'  Ps.  Ivi.  5.  "1  will  not  fear  what  flesh  can  do  unto  me.**  Ver.  11.  "I  will 
not  fear  what  man  can  do  unto  me.**  And  in  innumerable  other  places.  And  in  the  New 
Testament,  Matt.  xiii.  20.  Luke  iii.  6.  John  xvii.  2.  Acts  ii.  I7.  1  Pet.  i.  24. 

What  St.  John  says  therefore  is  this :  ♦<  And  the  Word  was  made  flesh,**  oi^  took  upon  him 
the  human  nature.^ 

St.  John  savs,  1  Ep.  iv.  2,  S^  «*  Every  spirit  that  confesseth  that  Jesus  Christ  is^come  in  the 
flesh,  is  of  Goa.  And  every  wirit  that  confesseth  not  that  Jesus  Christ  is  come  in  the  flesh,  is 
not  of  Gt)d.*'     See  likewise  2:  Ep.- ver.  7* 

It  is  well  known,  that  inr  the  early  days  of  Christiamitv,  particulariy  in  Asia,, where  St.  John 
lesided,  there  arose  people*,  generally  called  Docetes,  who  denied  the  real  humanity  of  Christ, 
and  said,  he  was  man  in  appearance  only.  These  St.  John  opposeth  in  his  epistles,  if  not  in  his 
gospel  alsQ.  Against  them  he  here  asserts,  that  Jesus  had  the  innocent  infirmities  of  the  human 
nature,  and  that  he  really  sufiered  and  died^  But  when  he  says^  that  *^  Jesus  Christ  came  in 
the  flesh/*  he  does  not  deny,  tJiathe  had  an^^  human  soul,  or  was  man  completely.  Indeed,  it  i^ 
here  implied,  that  he  was  man  as  we  are.^ 

Heb.  X*  5.  *•  Wherefoce,  when  he  cometh  into  the  worid>,he  saith  :>  Sacrifice  and  offering  thou 
wouldest  not,  but  a  body  hast  thou  prepared  me  J' 

»  Luke  xxii.  44;  '*  And  being  in  an  agony '^ Kai  yBv(t-  modioris  vocabuli  angorem  Eatine  vocemus)  promptitudo  rera^ 

^fvof  tv  aywvia.']  I  would  put  the  question,  whether  it  might  quaropiam  aggrediundi,  sed  cum  tiroore  et  trepidatione. 
not  be  thus  translated'?  "  And  being  under  great-concern/*'  ^  '  He  took  upon  him  our  human  nature,  becrme  himself 
I  will  transcribe  here  a  passage  of  an  ancient  writer,  repre*  'a  man,  subject  to  the  like  frailties  with  us,  and  lived  and 
aonting  the  anxiety  or  solicitude  of  Julius  Caesar  and  others^  '  conversed  freely  amongst  men.*  Dr.  darkens  Paraphrase  of 
when  Octavius  Caesar,  then  a  young  man,  had  a  dangerous  St.  John  i.  14,  the  fourth  edition,  172a. 
sickness.  XaXfTfo?;  $€  ^lantifMye,  irxyrss  fifv  sv  eotw  r^rav,  *  Ecce  in  quibus  verbis  suis  omnino  manifestant  negare  se, 
ar/ujviwn'BS,  ct  n  imvireu  roiavnj  ^v(nsy  p^Xiroc-  h  mavrwy  0  qtx>d  ad  unitatem  persons  Christi  etiam  huniana  anima  per— 
Ka4crap,  Aio  v^o-av  i^|x«^y  ij  owrof  txpxv  avruf  cuOuftiav^  ttneatj  sed  in  Christo  camem  et  divinitatem  tantummodo 
waptiysy,  r)  ^1X9;  wit^itwy,  larpas  fs  aTfiOfursty  ovk  stay,  Kou  confiteri.  Quandoquidem  cum  penderit  in  ligno,  illud,  ubi- 
wort  iettvwvri  yjyyet?\M  r<j,  w§  EX,\vros  «njv  x«i  ;^a>.eirtt;^  s^oi.  ait,  •  Pater,  in  manus  tuas  commendo  spiritum  meum,*  divi- 
lO  9b  cxmj^ij^ra;  avwo^og  r^yuy  iy^a  eyoTrjXsveto,  xai  rww  nitatem  ipsamvolimteum  intelJigi  commendJissePatri,nonhu- 
vrfowi  sisiTO  efjLKaissra^a  iMr^s  ouv  aywjias,  xai  avr^^  wopg-  roanum  spiritum,  quod  est  anima— Et  his  atque  hujusmodi  • 
T/Mrfeai^  x.  A.  Nic.  Damascen.  De  IhsUtutloQe  Csesaris  August!  sanctarum  scripturarum  testimoniis  non  resistant,  fateanturque 
Ap.  Vales,  Excerpta.  p.  841^  Christum,  non  tantum  camem,  sed  animam  quoque  humanam 
I  have  observed,  that  some  learned  men  seem  studiously  to  Verbo  unigenito  coaptasse— Aut  si  eo  moventur  quod  scrip- 
have  avoided  the  word  <x£fOffy  in  their  translations.  In  the  turn*  est,  '  Verbum  caro  factum  est,'  nee  illic  anima  nonii- 
Latin  vallate  is:  et  ^tns  in  agoni4.  But  Beza  translates :  nata  est,  intelligant,  camem  pro  homine  positam,  a  parte 
«t  constitotus  In  angore.  Le  Clerc's  French  version  is :  et  totum  significante  locuiionis  modo,  sicuti  est,  'Ad  to  omnis 
comme  il  6tolt  dans  une  extreme  inquietude— And  Len-  caro  veniet.*     Item,  *  Ex  operibus  legis  non  justiticabitur 

fmt's:  et  comme  ir6toit  dans  un  grand  combat ^Whichlast  omnis  caro.*     Quod  apertius  alio  loco  dixit :  *  Ex  lege  nemo 

I  do  not  thfok  to  be  rght.   For  the  original  word  is  not  aywv,  justificabitur.*     Itemque  alio:    *  Non  justificntur  homo  ex 

but  ttywvia.    The  Syriac  version,  as  translated  into  Latin  by  operibus.*    Sic  itaque  dictum  est,  '  verbum  caro  factum  est  j  * 

TreroctUius,  Trostius,  and  others,  is :  cum  esset  in  timore,  in-  ac  si  diceretur,  Verbum  homo  factum  est.    Verumtamen  isti, 

fltanter  orabat.     I  shall  add  a  short  passage  from  V.  H.  Vog-  cum  ejus  solam  humanam  camem  velint  intelligi  honiinem 

led  Pbysiologia  Historue  Pasnonis  J.  C.  Cap.  II.  p.  4.     Ideo-  Christum,  non  enim  negabunt  bominem,  de  quo  npcrtissime 

^pe  oou  immerito  did  potest  a/o/vta  (quam  in  defectu  com-  dicitur,  unus  mediator  Dei  et  hominum  homo  Christus  Jesus 

-— 5fc.    Aug.  Contr.  secmon.  Arian.  cap.  ix.  torn.  VIII. 
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But  it  is  reasonable  to  think,  that  *  a  part  is  here  put  for  the  whole,  and  that  the  word, 
«  body,*'  is  not  to  be  understood  exclusively  of  the  soul.  St.  Paul  writes  to  the  Romans :  "  I 
beseech  you  therefore,  that  ye  present  vour  bodies  a  living  sacrifice  to  Grod,**  ch.  xii.  1.  But 
no  one  ought  hence  to  conclude,  that  the  Romans  had  not  souls  as  well  as  bodies,  or  that  their 
souls  might  be  neglected.  No.  The  faculties  of  the  mind,  as  well  as  the  members  of  the  body, 
were  to  be  consecrated  to  God,  and  employed  in  his  service.  At  the  beginning  of  the  next 
chapter,  St.  Paul  says:  «*  Let  every  soul  oe  subject  to  the  higher  powers.*'  Where  the  other 
part  of  the  human  nature  is  put  for  the  whole. 

And  it  is  manifest  from  ch.  ii.  17 — 18,  and  other  places,  that  the  writer  of  the  epistle  to  the 
Hebrews  believed  Christ  to  be  man,  or  to  have  the  human  nature  complete  like  unto  us. 
It  would  therefore  be  very  unreasonable  to  understand  body  in  this  glace  exclusively  of 
the  soUl. 

The  words  of  the  apostle  are  a  quotation  from  Ps.  xl.  prophetically  r^resenting  the  readiness 
of  Christ  to  do  the  will  of  God  in  this  world. 

•«  Wherefore  when  he  cometh  into  the  world  he  saith."    ^  Which  ^  words  are  capable  of 

*  two  interpretations.  They  may  relate  to  our  Lord's  nativity,  when  he  literally  entered  into 
« the  world.     Or  they  may  relate  to  the  entrance  upon  his  ministry.    Then  it  was,  that  "  the 

*  Father  sanctified  him,  and  sent  him  into  the  world,"  John  x.  86,  and  xvii.  18.  And  then  it  was 

*  that  he  devoted  himself  to  God  entirely.    Nor  can  it  be  well  doubted,  that  the  prayer,  which 

*  Jesus  made,  when  he  was  baptized,  and  received  the  spirit,  which  is  mentioned  Luke  iiu  SI. 
♦contained  a  declaration,  equivalent  to  that  in  this  place :  ••  Lo  I  come  to  do  thy  wiU,  O  God." 
* 'Compare  John  v.  30,  and  vi.  38.* 

I  will  now  consider  some  texts,  which  have  been  thought  by  some  to  represent  to  us  the 
pre-existence  of  the  soul  of  our  Saviour,  before  his  conception  in  the  womb  of  the  virgin  Mary. 
"  The  form  of  God,"  Philip,  ii.  6,  seems  to  me  to  have  been  enjoyed  by  our  Lord  in  this 
world.  It  ^  denotes  his  knowledge  of  the  hearts  of  men,  his  power  of  healing  diseases,  and 
raising  the  dead,  and  working  other  miracles,  at  all  times,  whenever  he  pleased,  and  all  tbe 
other  evidences  of  his  divine  cnission;  This  sense  does  wonderfully  accord  with  what  our  Lard 
says,  John  x.  34—36,  and  in  many  otiier  places  of  that  gospel.  '*  Is  it  not  written  in  your  law, 
I  said.  Ye  are  gods  ?  If  ye  called  them  gods,  to  whom  the  word  of  God  came,  and  the  scripture 
cannot  be  broken,  say  ye  of  him,  whom  the  Father  hath  sanctified,  and  sent  into  the  world,  Tliou 
blasphemest,  because  1  said,  1  am  the  Son  of  God?"  But  though  he  had  so  great  power, 
**  he  made  himself  of  no  reputation:'*  he  lived  in  a  mean  condition,  and  submitted  to  the 
reproaches  of  enemies,  and  at  last  to  death  itself.  Which  was  plainly  a  voluntary  submission. 
For  being  innocent,  he  needed  not  to  have  died,  but  might  have  been  translated  without 
^lasting  death. 

If  this  be  the  meaning  of  that  text,  then  2  Cor.  viii.  9,  is  also  explained:  that  ^  "  though  he 
vwas  rich,  ^et  for  our  sakes  he  became  poor." 

John  1.  15.  "  John  bare  witness  of  him He  that  cometh  after  me  is  preferred  before  me. 

For  he  was  before  me.**  And  ver.  SO.  "  This  is  he,  of  whom  I  said :  After  me  cometh  a  man, 
which  is  preferred  before  me.  For  he  was  before  me.**  But  I  apprehend,  that  John  the  bsi^tist 
does  not  here  say,  that  Jesus  was  before  him  in  time.     But  he  says :  *  He  who  comes  after  me, 

*  has  always  been  beifbre  me,  or  in  my  view.  For  he  is  my  chief^  or  prince,  or  principal.'  This 
•suits  what  he  says  of  the  great  dignity,  and  transcendent  excellence  of  our  Lord's  person  and 
character,  at  ver.  27-  **  Whose  shoes  latchet  I  am  not  worthy  to  unloose  :**  and  ver.  23,  **  I  am 
jtlie  voice  of  one  crying  in  the  wilderness,  Make  straight  the  way  of  the  Lord:**  that  is,  lam  the 

•  '  A  body  IS  here  a  sj'nccdochical  expression  of  the  liumnn  *  Mop(pvi,  '  forma/  in  nostris  libris  non  signifkat  atemnm 

*  nature  of  Christ.  So  is  flesh  taken,  when  he  is  said  to  be  et  occidtum  aliquid,  sed  id  qaod  in  oculos  incurrit,  qualis 
'  made  flesh.    J^or  the  general  end  of  his  having  this  body  erat  eximia  in  Christo  potestas  sanandi  morbos  omnes,  eji* 

*  was,  that  he  might  therein  and  thereby  yield  obedience,  or  ciendi  daemonas,  cxcitandi  mortuos,  mutandi  rerum  naturas  j 

*  do  the  will  of  God.    And  ihe  especial  end  of  it  was,  that  quae  vere  divina  sunt,  ita  ut  Moses,  qui  tarn  magna  non  fecit, 

*  he  might  have  what  to  oflTer  in  sacrifice  to  God.     But  dictus  ob  id  fuerit  Deus  Pharaonis.  Grot,  in  Philip,  ii.  6, 

*  neither  of  these  can  be  confined  unto  his  body  alone.  For  **  Id  est,  cum  vt  polleret  omnis  generis  miracula  patrandi, 
'  it  is  the  soul,  ihe  other  eEsential  part  of  the  human  nature,  etiam  mortuos  resuscitandi,  personam  tamcn  gessit  tarn  hu- 
'  that  is  the  principle  of  obedience/  Dr.  J.  Owen  upon  milem,  ut  ne  domum  quidem  haberet  propriam.  Grot, 
Hcb.  X.  5.  p.  2p.  in  loc. 


*  See  Beausobre  upon  Heb.  x.  5. 
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harbinger,  or  forerunner  of  the  great  Person,  who  is  about  to  appear  among  you.    I  am  come 
before  him,  to  prepare  for  his  reception. 

John  viii.  58.  may  be  thought  a  strong  text  for  the  pre-existence  of  our  Saviour's  soul.  But 
really  he  there  only  represents  his  dignity  as  the  Messiah,  the  special  favour  of  God  toward 
him,  and  the  importance  of  the  di^ensation  by  him.  It  is  a  way  of  speaking,  resembling  that 
in  Rev.  xiii.  8.  "  Whose  names  are  not  written  in  the  book  of  life  of  the  Lamb,  slain  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world,"  and  explained,  1  Pet.  i.  20.  "  Who  verily  was  fore-ordained  before  the 
foundation  of  the  world."*  See  also  Eph.  i.  4.  2  Tim.  1.  9.  Tit.  i.  2.  The  Jewish  people  have 
A  saying,  that  ^  the  law  was  before  the  world  was  created.  In  like  manner  the  dispensation  by 
the  Messiah  was  before  the  dispensation  of  Abraham,  in  dignity,  nature,  and  design,  though  not 
in  time. 

The  Jews  were  much  offended  at  the  words,  recorded  in  the  56th  verse.  Nevertheless  our  Lord 
does  not  there  say,  that  he  had  seen  Abraham,  or  that  Abraham  had  seen  him  in  person.  What 
he  says  is  this  :  "  Your  father  Abraham  rejoiced  to  see  my  day.  And  he  saw  it,  and  was  glad  ;** 
that  is,  he  earnestly  desired  to  see  the  time,  when  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  should  be  blessed, 
through  his  promised  seed,  the  Messiah.  And  "  by  faith  he  saw  it,  and  was  glad."  Compare 
Heb.  xi.  13.^ 

Another  text  proper  to  be  considered  here  is  John  xvii.  5.  "  And  now,  O  Father,  glorify  thou 
me  with  the  glory  which  I  had  with  thee  before  the  world  was/*  But  this,  according  to  the 
Jewish  phraseology,  may  be  very  well  understood  of  the  glory,  always  designed  for  the  Christ 
by  the  immutable  purpose  of  God.  See  Grotius  upon  the  place.  That  our  Lord  had  not,  be- 
fore his  nativity,  the  glory,  which  he  here  prays  for,  is  apparent  from  the  whole  tenor  of  the 
gospel,  and  from  clear  and  manifest  expressions  in  the  context.  For  the  glory,  which  he  now 
prays  for,  is  the  reward  of  his  obedience.  Ver.  4.  "  I  have  finished  the  work,  which  thou  gavest 
me  to  do.  And  now,  O  Father,  glorify  thou  me.'* And  St.  Paul  says,  Philip,  ii.  9-  "  Where- 
fore God  also  has  highly  exalted  him,**  Heb.  ii.  9. *'  for  the  sufiering  of  death  he  was  crowned 

"With  ^lory  and  honour, '  ver.  10.  "  For  it  became  him,  for  whom  all  things,  and  by  whom  are 
all  things,  in  bringing  many  sons  to  glory,  to  make  the  Captain  of  their  salvation  perfect  through 
sufferinffs.**  And  Heb.  xii.  2.  •«  Looking  unto  Jesus,  who  for  the  joy  that  was  set  before  him, 
endured  the  cross,  despising  the  shame.  And  is  set  down  on  the  right  hand  of  the  throne  of  God.*' 
And  Luke  xxiv.  26.  Our  Saviour  says  to"  his  disciples,  in  the  way  to  Emmaus :  "  Ought  not  the 
Christ  to  have  suffered  these  things,  and  to  enter  into  his  glory  ?'*  And  St.  Peter,  1  Ep.  i.  10,  11. 
^  Of  which  salvation  the  prophets  have  inquired— Searching  what,  or  what  manner  of  time  the 
spirit  of  Christ  which  was  in  them  did  signify,  when  it  testified  beforehand  the  sufferings  of 

Christ,  and  the  glory  that  should  follow."  And  St.  Paul,  Acts  xxvi.  22,  23 "  saying  no  other 

things  than  those,  which  the  prophets  and  Moses  did  say  should  come :  that  the  Christ  should 
suffer,  and  that  he  should  be  the  first  that  should  rise  from  the  dead.**  All  hamionious,  as  we 
see,  that  the  glory  of  the  Messiah  was  subsequent  to  his  obedience  and  sufferings  on  this  earth. 
JSee  likewise  Rom.  i.  3,  4. 

Nor  can  I  forbear  to  observe  to  you,  that  Augustin,  who  has  largely  considered  the  words 
of  John  xvii.  5,  and  in  so  doing  quotes  Eph.  i.4.  and  Rom.  i.  1 — 4.  understands  them  of  Christ's 
human  nature,  and  explains  them  in  the  same  manner  that  I  have  done.  Quasi  vero  quisquam 
regulam  fidei  intuens,  Filium  Dei  negaturus  est  prajdestinatum,  qui  eum  negare  hominem  non 

e>te3t.    Recte  quippe  dicitur  non  praedestinatus  secundum  id  quod  est  Verbum  Dei,  Deusapud 
eum Illud  autem  prsdestinandum  erat,  quod  nondum  erat,  ut  suo  tempore  fieret,  quem- 

admodum  ante  omfaia  tempera  predestinatum  erat,  ut  fieret.  Quisquis  igitur  Dei  Filium 
predestinatum  negat,  hunc  eundem  filium  hominis  negat secundum  nanc  ergo  praedestina- 

»  Fiierat  ante  Abrahamnm  Jesus  dtvinA  constitntione  :   in-  quidpiam,  quod  ipsi  vel  facere  vel  ferre  contigit.    Qua  re$ 

fra  xvii.  5.  Apoc.  xiii.  8.    1  Pet.  i.  20.    Constat  hoc,  quia  de  notior  est,  quam  ut  testiinonio  egeaL    Dies  ergo  Domini  ni- 

ipso  ipsiusque  £cclesid  roystice  dictum  erat,  recente  humano  hil  allud  significat,  quam  ipsius  adventum  in  caraem.     Vj^it 

genere,  futurum,  ut  semen  muliebre  contereret  caput  serpen-  enim  eum  eminns  Abraham,  fidei  nimtrum  oculis,  ut  decla- 

tis.  Grot  in  Job.  viii.  58.     Vid.  et  Bez.  in  loc.  ratur  Hebr.  xi.  13 ac  gavisus  est, Respicit  autem  ex- 

*»  Sic  *  legem  fuisse  ante  mundum,'  aiunt  Hebr«i.    Vide  presse  Cbristus  ad  id  quod  dicitur,  Gen.  xvii,  I7.  Abrahamum, 

Thalmudem  de  Votis.     Grot,  ad  Job.  xvii.  5.                •       *  accepta  de  nascituro  sibi  illo  semine  promissione,  sese  prcwtra- 

«  Caeiemm,  ex  Hebraeorura  idiotismo,  dies  alicujus  nihil  visse,  et  risisse.  Unde  et  ipsi  Isaaco  nomen  iroposuit  Dominua* 

aliud  declarat,  quam  spatium  quo  yixerit  aliqtiis,  aut  insigne  Bez*  ad  Job.  viii.  56. 

VOL.   V.  5    C 
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tionem  etiam  clarificatus  est  antequam  mundus  esset,  ut  esset  chritas  ejus  ex  resurr^oUone  iHor- 
tuorum  apud  Patrem,  ad  cujus  dexteram  sedet.  Cum  ergo  videret  iUius  pr^estinatse  suas  cla« 
rificationis  venisse  jam  tempus,  ut  fet  nunc  fieret  in  redditione,  quod  fuerat  m  prs^estinatione 
]am  factum,  oravit,  dicens :  *  Et  nunc  clarifica  me  tu  Pater  apud  temetipsum,  claritate,  quam 
habui  priusquam  mundus  esset,  apud  te:'  tamquam  diceret,  Claritatem  quam  habui  apua  te^ 
id  est,  illam  claritatem,  quam  habui  apud  te  in  prssdestinatione  tua,  tempus  est,  ut  apud  te 
habeam  etiam  vivens  in  dexter^  tuL  August.  In  Joan.  Evang.  cap.  I7.  Tr.  cv.  n.  8.  ed.  %ened. 
Tom.  III.  p.  2. 

It  has  been  thought  by  some,*  that  (^hrist,  or  the  Son,  appeared  to  the  Patriarchs,  and 
'  Avas  oftentimes  sent  upon  messages  to  men  by  the  Supreme  Being,  before  the  times  of  the 
gospel.  But  where  is  the  proof  of  this  ?  It  was  the  opinion  of  some  of  the  ancient  writers 
of  the  church,  who  had  a  philoiSophy,  that  was  a  mixture  of  Pvthagorism  and  Piatonism.  Ne- 
vertheless, this  supposition,  that  God  had  employed  the  Son  in  former  times,  before  the  gospe^ 
is  overthrown  by  the  very  first  words  of  the  apostle  in  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews.  "  God,  who 
at  sundry  times,  and  in  divers  manners  spake  in  time  past  unto  the  fathers  by  the  prophets,,  has 
in  these  last  days  spoken  unto  us  by  his  Son.''  It  is  also  inconsistent  with  the  apostle's 
arguments  to  care  and  circumspection,  steadfastness  and  perseverance,  which  follow  afterwards. 
Heb.  ii.  1,  2,  3.  "  Therefore  we  ought  to  give  the  more  earnest  heed  to  the  things  which  we 

have  heard For  if  the  word  spoken  by  angels  was  steadfast ^how  shall  we  escape,  if  we 

neglect  so  great  salvation,  which  at  the  first  began  to  be  spoken  by  the  Lord,  and  was  confifmed 
unto  us  by  them  that  heard  him  ?**     See  likewise  ch.  iii.  1.  «  For  this  man  was  counted  worthy 

pf  more  honour  than  Moses** ver.  6.     But  Christ,  as  a  Son,  *«  over  his  own  house.** 

.  Still  it  may  be  said,  that  nothing  but  the  pre-existence  of  the  soul  of  Christ  can  suit  those 
expressions  of  his  being  "  sent  from  God,**  and  "  coming  from  God.*' 

To  which  I  answer,  that  the  account  here  given  by  me  is  well  suited  to  all  such  expressions' 
in  their  utmost  latitude,  according  to  the  style  of  scripture.  For  we  may  be  aU  'said  to  be  sent 
by  God  into  the  world,  without  tne  supposition  of  a  pre-existent  soul.  Specially  are  prophets 
sent  from  God.  But  above  all  Jesus  is  most  properly  "  the  sent  of  God,"  as  he  had  the  highest 
and  most  important  commission. 

So  John  1.  6.  "  There  was  a  man  sent  from  God,  whose  name  was  John."  Nevertheless 
none  suppose,  that  John  the  Baptist  came  directly  from  heaven  :  but  only,  that  he  was  inspired, 
and.  had  a  divine  command  to  appear  in  the  world,  and  bear  witness  concerning  the  Christ,  who 
would  come  presently  after  him. 

And  the  commission  which  our  Lord  gave  to  his  apostles,  is  expressed  by  himself  after  this 
manner.  John  xvii.  18.  "  As  thou  hast  sent  me  into  the  world,  even  so  have  I  sent  them  into 
the  world.**    And  xx.  21.  "  As  my  Father  has  sent  me,  so  send  I  you." 

But,  as  before  said,  Jesus  is  "  the  sent  of  God,"  as  he  had  the  highest  commission.  John  iiu  34. 
"  He  whom  God  has  sent,  speaketh  the  words  of  God,"  chap.  iv.  34.  *<  My  meat  is  to  do  the 
will  of  him  that  sent  me,"  chap.  v.  38.  "  Ye  have  not  his  word  abiding  in  you.  For  whom  he 
has  sent,  ye  believe  not."  See  also  ver.  23,  24,  30,.  34,  36.  And  x.  36.  "  Say  ye  of  him, 
whom  the  Father  has  sanctified,  and  sent  into  the  world.  Thou  blasphemest,  because  I  said,  I  am 
the  Son  of  God  ?"  And  in  the  history  of  the  cure  of  the  blind  man,  recorded  in  the  ninth  chapter 
of  the  same  gospel,  at  ver.  7.  •*  And  said  unto  him :  Go,  wash  in  the  pool  of  Siloam,  which  is 
by  interpretation,  Sent."  Probably  here  is  an  allusion  to  our  Lord's  character,  as  **  the  sent  of 
God."  And  there  may  be  an  intimation  intended,  that  he  is  the  Shiloh,  spoken  of  in 
Gen.  xlix.  10.  , 

There  are  some  other  texts  needful  to  be  taken  notice  of  here,  John  xiii.  3.  "  Jesus  knowing 
that  he  was  come  from  God,  and  went  to  God,"  oTt  aio  fl^a  eiyi^^t.  xvi  27.  "  For  the  Father  him- 
self loveth  you,  because  ye  have  loved  me,  and  have  believed  that  I  came  out  from  God,"  oneyia 
'Ktt^cc  T«  flea  f^nAflov.  ver.  28.  "  I  am  come  forth  from  the  Father,  and  am  come  into  the  world. 
Again,  I  leave  the  world,  and  go  to  the  Father."  'E^JiAfljv  itapa  rs  xarqoQ.  This  expression  is 
explained  in  chap.  viii.  42.  Whence  we  perceive,  that  **  thereby  is  intended  our  Lord's  divine 
commission.     •*  Jesus  said  unto  them :  If  God  were  your  Father,  ye  would  loye  me.     For  I 

*  The  opinion  Is  modestly  rejected  by  Mr.  Peirce,  in  his         *  Voyez  celte  fa^on  de  parler  expliqu66  d  dessQ8>  di.  viii. 
Paraphrase  on  the  £pistle  to  the  Hebrewf .  Chap,  i,  ver.  2.        42,  par  la  mission.    Lenfant  upon  John  xvi.  27. 
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proceeded  forth,  and  came  from  God.    Neither  came  I  of  myself,  but  he  sent  me.    ^Eyu  yuf  ex 

The  reproaches  and  contradictions  which  our  Lord  met  with,  and  the  sufferings  of  his  deatli, 
are  often  set  before  us.  But  if  the  Logos,  that  high  and  exalted  spirit,  in  the  Arian  sense,  was 
the  soul  of  Christ ;  this  part  of  his  humiliation,  in  clothing  himself  with  an  human  body,  would 
have,  been  frequently  represente^ji  and  described  in  the  clearest  and  most  emphatical  expressions^ 

Here,  if  I  mistake  not,  is  a  proper  place  for  settii^  down  those  observations  upon  this 
scheme,  which  reason  may  suggest,  and  were  passed  over  before. 

In  the  first  place,  I  do  not  apprehend  it  possible  that  so  glorious  and  perfect  a  spirit  should 
undergo  such  diminution  by  being  united  to  an  human  body,  as  to  become  thereby  unconscious, 
or  to  be  greatly  enfeebled.  I  think,  that  if  this  spirit  were  to  animate,  and  take  upon  it  the 
part  of  a  soul  in  an  human  body ;  its  power,  cogitation,  and  knowledge  would  subsist  and  remain, 
even  in  its  infant  state.  In  short,  the  human  body  would  be  swallowed  up  by  this  great  soul. 
That  soul  would  exert  itself  in  the  body,  and  sustain  it  with  all  facility,  without  rest,,  food,  or 
any  other  refreshment,  against  all  pain  and  uneasiness,  and  every  kind  of  infirmity.  This,  I.say^ 
would  be  the  case,  supposing  so  great  a  being  to  take  upon  it  a  human  body.  If  an  angel  (as 
is  supposed)  can  move  with  agility  a  material  vehicle,  made  dense  enough  to  be  sensible  to 
human  eyes ;  what  influence  would  not  this  powerful  Ix>gos  have  over  the  grossest  human  body  ? 
But  this  is  not  agreeable  to  fact,  as  represented  in  the  New  Testament :  for  there  Jesus  is  said 
to  have/*  increased  in  wisdom''  as  he  grew  up.  And  he  had  hunger  and  thirst,  and  was  wearied 
with  journeying,  and  had  all  the  sinless  infirmities  of  the  human  nature,  and  was  subject  ta 
death. 

^  But  secondly,  supposing  this  humiliation  to  be  possible,  I  tliink,  it  could  not  be  reasonable. 
It  is  not  reasonable  that  so  great  a  Being  should  submit  to  unconsciousness,  or  any  such  like 
debilitation.  Consequently,  it  cannot  be  required  by  God.  It  is  incongruous  to  all  just  notions 
of  things,  that  any  other  spirit,  beside  a  human  soul,  should  be  made  subject  to  the  infirmitiear 
of  human  flesh. 

I  fofbear  mentioning  some  things,  which  appear  to  me  consequences  from  the  Logos  {in  the 
Arian  sense  of  that  term)  being  the  soul  of  our  blessed  Saviour.  And,  as  they  are  not  mentioned^ 
they  need  not  afiect  you,  unless  shey  should  occur  to  your  thoughts. 

I  now  proceed  to  the  introduction  to  St.  John's  gospel.  For  I  believe,  you  may  be  of  opinion, 
that  I  must  not  pass  it  by  entirely,  notwithstanding  its  difficulty.  I  will  therefore  explain  it 
briefly,  or  a  part  of  it  at  least,  according  to  the  best  of  my  ability :  still  willing,  however,  to  re- 
ceive farther  light  from  any  one  that  shall  afford  it. 

"  In  the  beginning  was  the  Word."  By  "  beginning,*'  I  think,  cannot  be  intended  the 
beginning  of  the  gospel,  but  of  the  creation,  or  rather  always,  from  eternity,  "  was  the  Word* 
And  the  Word  was  with  God  :**  that  is,  was  always  with  God,  though  not  fully  manifested,  till 
these  last  days  of  the  world.*  "  And  the  Word  was  God.*'  Ktts  6iog  nv  o  hoyog.  Which  sometimes 
has  been  rendered  thus :  "  And  God  was  the  Word.'*  But  there  are  learned  men,  who  say, 
that  then  the  Greek  would  have  been  Kat  o  6eog  v\v  xoyo;:  and,  that  tlie  article  being  joined  with 
Aoyof,  therefore  that  is  the  antecedent,  and  our  translation  is  right. 

Here  I  had  been  wont  to  submit  to  what  Dr.  Clarke  says.  The  Scripture  Doctrine  of  the 
Trinity,  P.  I.  numb.  535.     *  Of  these  words  there  are  only  three  mterpifetations.    The  first  i^ 

*  that  the  Word  was  that  same  person,  whom  he  was  with.     And  that  is  both  a  contradiction  in 

•  terms,  and  also  the  ancient  heresy  of  Sabellius.'  But  now  that  does  not  move  me.  I  am  of 
opinion,  that  God  here  is  the  same  God  that  was  mentioned  before.  Su  John  useth  a  gradation, 
iirst  he  says,  "  the  Word  was*'  always,  before  all  time.  Then  he  adds :  <*  and  was  with  God:*' 
and  lastiy,  that  he  "  was  God "  hitfiself.  What  follows  confirms  this  interpretation,  ver.  8% 
•*  All  things  were  made  by  him,  and  without  him  was  not  any  thing  made  that  was  made.'* 
Who  should  this  be,  but  God  the  Father,  the  one^living  and  true  God^  and  author  of  life,  and 

•  1  John  i.  2.    "  For  the  life  was  manifested.    And  we         1  Tim.  lil  l6.     "  And*  without  controversf,  great  Is  the 
have  seen  It,  and  bear  witness,  and^ow  unto  you  that  eternal     mystery  of  godliness,    fiod  was  manifest  m  tii  flcst/' 
life,  which  was  with  the  Father^  and  was  manifested  unto  us.** 
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all  being?  Are  thpre  more  creators  than  one  ?  Would  any  Jew,  or  disciple  of  Jesus,  ascribe'  the 
creation  of  the  world  to  any  but  God,  or  his  reason,  or  understanding,  or  discretion,  his  wisdom, 
his  power,  his  word,  his  spirit,  which  is  the  same  as  God  himself?  Ver.  10,  "  He  was  in  the 
world,  and  the  world  was  made  by  him.'*  This  needs  no  comment.  Ver.  11.  "  He  came  to  his 
own,  and  his  own  received  him  not."  I  pray  whose  people  were  the  Jews,  but  God's,  his,  who 
styjed  himself  Jehovah?  He  now  came,  in  Jesus,  to  his  own  people*   But  they  received  him  not. 

St.  John  therefore  intends  the  one  true  God,  not  any  inferior  deity. 

Shall  I  show  this  more  particularly  from  other  places  of  his  gospel  ?  It  is  observable,  that 
St.  John,  out  of  the  many  discourses  of  Jesus,  (a  great  part  of  which  he  has  omitted,  as  appears 
from  ch.  xx.  30,  31.  ch.  xxi.  25)  has  selected  those,  in  which  our  Lord  speaks  very  expressly  of 
the  commission,  which  he  had  received  from  the  Father,  and  of  his  near  and  intimate  unioa 
with  him. 

In  all  the  gospels  our  Saviour  ascribes  his  miracles  to  the  Father,  particularly  in  Luke  xi.  20, 
and  Matt.  xii.  28.  And  the  people  do  the  same.  "  And  when  the  multitude  saw  it,  they  mar- 
veiled,  and  glorified  God,  which  had  given  such  power  unto  men.*'  Matt.  ix.  8. 

But  in  none  of  the  gospels  is  this  done  so  frequently,  and  so  expressly,  as  in  St.  John's. 
Chap.  V.  9-  "  The  Son  can  do  nothing  of  himself,  but  what  he  seeth  the  Father  do :"  and 
onward  to  ver.  27.  and  ver.  30 — 32.  and  ver.  36,  37-  chap.  viii.  18.  "  The  Father  that  hath 
sent  me,  beareth  witness  of  me."  Ver.  28,  29.  "  When  ye  have  lifted  up  the  Son  of  man,  then 
shall  ye  know,  that  I  am  he,  and  that  I  do  nothing  of  myself:  but  that  as  the  Father  has  taught 
m^,  I  speak  these  things.  And  he  that  sent  me,  is  with  me.  The  Father  has  not  lefl  me  alone. 
For  I  do  always  the  things  that  please  him."  Ver.  42.  "  For  I  proceeded  forth,  and  came  from 
God.  Neither  came  I  of  myself,  but  he  sent  me.  Ver.  54.  "  It  is  my  Father  that  honoureth 
me,  of  whom  ye  say,  that  he  is  your  God.'*  Ch.  x.  35.  "  The  works  that  I  do  in  my  Father's 
name,  they  bear  witness  of  me.*'  Ver.  29,  30.  "  My  Father,  which  gave  them  me,  is  greater  than 
all.  And  no  man  is  able  to  pluck  them  out  of  my  Father's  hand.     1  and  my  Father  are  one." 

This  appears  also  in  the  discourses  of  others,  recorded  in  this  gospel,  ch.  iii.  2.     Nicodemu9 

says **  Rabbi,  we  know,  that  thou  art  a  teacher  come  from  God.     For  no  man  can  do  these 

miracles  that  thou  doest,  except  God  be  with  him."  And  ch,  ix.  30.  "  Herein  is  a  marvellous 
thing,  that  ye  know  not  whence  he  is.  And  yet  he  has  opened  my  eyes."  Ver.  83.  "  If  this  man 
were  not  of'^God,  he  could  do  nothing." 

All  these  texts  seem  to  me  sufficient  to  satisfy  us,  that  by  "  the  Word,"  which  St.  John  says, 
«*  wa3  in  the  beginning,  and  was  with  God,  and  was  God,"  he  does  not  mean  a  being  separate 
from  God,  and  inferior  to  him,  but  God  himself,  or  the  wisdom  and  power  of  God,  which  is  the 
same  as  God,  even  the  Father,  who  alone  is  God,  nor  is  there  any  otner. 

If  by  the  Word,  in  the  introduction  to  his  gospel,  St.  John  had  intended  a  being  separate 
from  God,  and  inferior  to  him  ;  it  is  reasonable  to  expect,  that  he  should  be  mentioned  again 
afterwards.  But  nothing  of  that  kind  appears.  He  speaks  indeed  of  "  the  Son,  and  the  only 
begotten  Son  of  God."  But  thereby  is  not  meant  "  the  Word,"  but  the  man  Jesus,  the  Mes- 
siah, in  whom  "  thie  Word,"  that  is,  the  power  and  wisdom  of  God,  resided. 

I  now  therefore  proceed,  ver.  14.  "  And  the  Word  was  made  flesh,  and  dwelt  among  us:" 
that  is,  as  before  shown.^  *  And  the  Word  was  made  man,  or  took  upon  him  the  human  nature.' 
**  And  we  beheld  his  glory  the  glory  as  of  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father,  full  of  grace  and 
truth."  That  is,  «  And  we  beheld  in  Jesus  such  power  and  wisdom,  that  we  could  not  doubt 
his  being  the  Messiah.'  That  St.  John  intends  the  Lord  Jesus,  is  evident  from  what  he  adds 
in  the  15th  verse.  "  John  bare  witness  of  him,  and  cried,  saying,  This  is  he,  of  whom  I  spake. 
He  that  cometh  after  me,  is  preferred  before  me." 

"  And  the  Word  was  made  flesh,  and  dweltamong  us.  And  we  beheld  his  glory,  the  glory  as 
ofthe  only  begotten  of  the  Father,  full  of  grace  and  truth."  This  is  the  same,  which,  in  other 
words,  is  said  in  divera  texts  of  the  New  Testament.  Matt.  i.  20 — ^23.  "  And  she  shall  bring 
forth  a  Son,  and  thou  shalt  call  his  name  Jesus Now  all  this  was  done,  that  it  might  be  fuU 

*  The  creation  of  the  world  is  always  ascribed  to  the  one  5—10.  cxlvi.  .5.  6.  Is.  xlii.  5.  xtv  12.  li.  13.  Jer.  x.  12.  li.  15. 
living  and  true  God,  in  the  CMd  and  New  Testament.  Gen.  1.  and  elsewhere.  Acts.  iv.  24.  xiv.  15^  xvii.  24.  Rev..  Iv.  8 — 11. 
Exod.  XX.  1 1.  Job.  xxvi.  13.  xxxviii.  4.  Ps.  xxxiii.  6.  cxxxvi.     x.  6.  xiv.  7. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A  Letter  on  the  Logos.  581 

fiHed,  which  was  spoken  of  the  Lord  by  the  prophet,  saying :  Behold  a  virgin  shall  conceive, 
and  shall  bring  forth  a  son,  and  they  shall  call  his  name  Emmanuel,  which  is  God  with  us/' 
And  John  iii.  34,  85.  "  For  he  whom  God  hath  sent,  speaketh  the  words  of  God.  For  Gmd 
giveth  not  the  Spirit  by  measure  unto  him.  The  Father  loveth  the  Son,  and  hath  given  all 
things  into  his  hand."  Col.  i.  19.  "  For  ft  pleased  the  Father,  that  in  him  should  all  fulness 
dweU.**  And  ch.  ii.  "  In  whom  are  hid  all  the  treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowledge.**  And  ver. 
19.  "  For  in  him  dwelleth  all  the  fulness  of  the  godhead  bodily/' 

"  And  we  beheld  his  glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father.*'  As  before  hinted, 
it  was  not  "  the  Word,'*  which  St.  John  and  others  beheld,  but  Jesus  in  whom  the  Word 
dwelled.  Him  they  beheld :  and  his  greatness  was  conspicuous ;  so  that  he  appeared,  and  they 
knew  him  to  be  "  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father,**  or  the  Messiah. 

"  Only  begotten  Son.**  'ihe  same  phrase  is  again  in  John  iii.  16  and  18.  in  our  Lord*s  con- 
ference with  Nicodemus.  "  Only  begotten,**  and  **  well  beloved  Son**  are  equivalent.  This  last 
is  the  phrase  in  several  texts :  as  Matt.  iii.  17.  Mark  i.  1  !•  Luke  iii.  22.  Matt.  xvii.  5.  Mark  ix.  7^ 
Luke  ix.  35.  So  Prov.  iv.  3.  "  For  I  was  my  father*s  son,  tender,  and  only  beloved  in  the  sight 
of  my  mother.**     Comp.  1  Chron.  xxix.  1. 

"  The  Christ,**  or  "  the  Messiah,**  and  "  the  Son  of  God,**  are  equivalent  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment. Matt.  xvi.  16.  Peter's  applauded  confession  of  our  Lord*s  character  is  in  these  words: 
•«  Thou  art  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  God.**  So  likewise  John  vi.  69.  But  in  Mark  viii. 
29.  it  is  :  "  Thou  art  the  Christ  of  God.**     And  Luke  ix.  20.  "  the  Christ  of  God.**      , 

And  that  in  the  language  of  the  Jews  the  titles  of  Messiah  and  Son  of  (iod  are  the  same, 
may  be  seen  in  Matt.  xxvi.  63.  and  Luke  xxii.  66,  70.  But  now  I  shall  argue  it  more  particu- 
larly from  St.  John*s  gospel,  ch.  i.  34 — 49.  John  the  Baptist  bears  testimony  to  Jesus  under 
several  characters,  all  equivalent  to  that  of  the  Messiah.  "  And  I  saw,**  says  he,  "  and  bare 
record,  that  this  is  the  Son  of  God.  Again,^  the  next  day  after  John  stood,  and  two  of  his  dis- 
ciples. And  looking  upon  Jesus  as  he  walked,  he  saith  :  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God.**  These  dis- 
ciples are  convinced ^^  one  of  them,  which  heard  John,  was  Andrew,  Simon  Peter*s  brother. 

lie  first  findeth  his  own  brother  Simon^  and  saith  unto  him  :  We  have  found  tlie  Messias 

Philip  findeth  Nathanael,  and  saith  unto  him :  We  have  found  him,  of  whom  Moses  in  the  law 
ai^d  the  prophets  did  write,  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  the  son  of  Joseph.'*  Nathanael  likewise,  after 
some  hesitation,  is  convinced,,  and  makes  a  like  profession^  saying :  "  Rabbi;  thou  art  the  Son  of 
<jod,  thou  art  the  King  of  Israel.** 

AH  these  pious  men,  acquainted  with  the  scriptures  of  the  Old  Testament,  upon  tlie  ground' 
of  John*s  testimony,  and  their  own  conversation  with  Jesus,  under  somewhat  different  appel- 
lations, but  of  one  and  the  same  meaning,  acknowledge  Jesus  to  be  the  Christ.  See  also 
John  ix.  35,  36.  and  1  John  v.  1,  5. 

The  Jews,  it  is  likely,  had  learned  this  title  and  character  of  the  Messiah  from  Ps.  ii.  7>  12. 
And  see  2  Sam.  vii.  14.  ,  , 

When  Jesus  was  baptized,  he  was  solemnly  and  publicly  declared  to  be  the  Messiah.  "  There 
came  a  voice  from  heaven,  saying :  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased.** 
Afler  which  having  been  led  up  of  the  Spirit  into  the  wildeiness,  the  tempter,  when  he  came  to 
him,  said  :  "  If  thou  be  the  Son  of  God,**  that  is.  If  indeed  thou  art  the  Son  of  God,*  or  the 
Christ,  "  command  that  these  stones  be  made  bread.** 

I  would  now  endeavour  to  show,  upon  what  accounts  Jesus  is^  in  the  scriptures  said  to  be 
"the  Son  of  God.** 

Sonslnp  is  a  term  of  nearness^  deamess,  and  affection.  In  general,  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God, 
or  eminently  so,  as  he  is,  so  far  as  we  know,  the  person  in  all  the  world  most  dear  to  God  the 
lather.     To  be  more  particular. 

1.  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God,  upon  account  of  his  miraculous  conception  and  birth. 

Luke  i.  31—35.  "An  angel  appeared  to  Mary,  and  said  unto  her:  Fear  not,  Mary.  For 
thou  hast  found  favour  with  God.  And.  behold,  thou  shalt  conceive  in  thy  womb,  and  shaJt  bring 
forth  a  son,  and  thou  shalt  call  his  name  Jesus.     He. shall  be  great,  and  shall  be  called  the  Son 

•  II  y  a  simpleroent  dans  le  Grec,  •^  si  vous  ^es  Fih  de  de  savoir,  '  si  Jesus  est  enfant  de  Dieu,*  mais  si'il  est '  le  Fils  de 
Dieo,'  sans  article.  On  ne  laisse  pas  de  I'ajoiiter.  Car  ]e  mi-  Dieu^*  par  eicellencCj  c.  a.  d.  le  Messie.  Len^t  sur  Matt.  iv.  3 . 
sacle^  que  le  diable  exige  de  J.  C.  montre  qu*il  ne  s'  agit  pas 
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of  the  Highest— —^Tlie  Holy  Ghost  shall  come  upon  thee,  and  the  power  of  the  Highest  shall 
vovershadow  thee.  Therefore  also  that  holy  thing,  which  shall  be  born  of  thee,  shall  be  called  the 
.S(Jn  of  God/'  A  like  history  of  our  Saviour's  nativity  is  in  the  first  chapter  of  St.  Matthew's 
.gospel. 

2.  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God,  upon  account  of  ttie  especial  commission  given  him  by  the 
J'ather,  and  the  extraordinary  qualifications  bestowed  upon  him  in  order  to  his  fulfilling  it. 

John  X.  36.  "  Say  ye  of  him,  whom  the  Father  has  sanctified,  and  sent  into  the  world.  Thou 
blasphemest,  because  I  said,  I  am  the  Son  of  God  ?*' 

When  our  Lord  was  baptized,  *<  the  Spirit  of  God  descended  like  a  dove,  ahd  rested  upon 
Jiim,'*  Matt.  iii.  16.  Mark  i.  10.  Luke  iii.  21,  22.  And  John  i.  32 — 34.  "  And  John  bare  re- 
cord, saying :  I  saw  the  Spirit  descending  from  heaven  like  a  dove,  and  it  abode  upon  him 
And  I  saw,  and  bare  record,  that  this  is  the  Son  of  God.**  And  ch.  iii.  34,  says  John  the  Baptist 
again :  "  God  giveth  not  the  Spirit  by  measure  unto  him.**  Is.  xi.  1 — 3.  "  And  there  shall  come 
ibrth  a  rod  out  of  the  stem  of  Jesse,  and  a  branch  shall  grow  out  of  his  root.  And  the  Spirit  of 
vthe  Lord  ahall  rest  upon  him,  the  spirit  of  wisdom  and  understanding,  the  spirit  of  counsel  and 
might,  the  spirit  of  knowledge,  and  of  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  And  shall  make  him  of  quick 
tmderstanding  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord**  Comp.  Is.  xlii.  1 — 4.  chap.  Ixi.  1 — 3.  and  Matt.  xii. 
17-  and  Luke  i v.  18,  19. 

By  virtue  of  this  most  plentiful  and  extraordinary  communication  of  the  Spirit,  "  without 
measure,**  or  "  the  in-dwelling  of  the  Father*s  fulness  in  fiim,**  as  the  same  thing  is  at  other 
times  expressed,  or  his  being  "  in  the  bosom  of  the  Father,**  and  acquainted  with  all  his  coun- 
sels, Jesus  knew  the  whole  will  of  God  concerning  the  salvation  of  men,  and  spoke  the  words  of 
God  with  full  authority,  and  wrought  miracles  of  all  kinds  whenever  he  pleased,  and  knew  the 
thoughts  and  characters  of  men,  and  things  at  a  distance,  and  things  to  come. 

3.  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God,  upon  acqount  of  his  resurrection  from  the  dead,  on  the  third  day, 
to  die  no  more. 

Rom.  i.  3,  4.  •*  Concerning  his  Son  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  which  was  made  of  the  seed  of 
David,  according  to  the  flesh :  and  declared  to  be  the  Son  of  God,  with  power,  according  to  the 
spirit  of  holiness,  by  the  resurrection  from  the  dead.**  And  Heb.  i.  6.  "  When  he  bringeth  in 
±ne  first-begotten  into  the  world,  he  saith :  And  let  all  the  angels  of  God  worship  him.**  Whioh 
isome  have  understood  of  our  Lord's  coming  into  the  world  at  his  nativity.  But  more  generally 
interpreters  have  understood  it  of  our  Lord's  entering  into  his  glory,  and  taking  possession  of 
Jiis  kingdom  after  his  resurrection.     Which  brings  me  to  another  thing. 

4.  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God,  on  account  of  his  exaltation  to  God's  right  hand,  and  being  in- 
vested with  authority  and  dominion  over  all  flesh,  and  constituted  judge  of  the  world,  by  whom 
God  will  pass  sentence  upon  all  mankind. 

John  iii.  35.  "  The  Father  loveth  the  Son,  and  hath  given  all  things  into  his  hand."  Ch.  v.  21, 
-22.  "  The  Father  judgeth  no  man,  but  hath  committed  all  judgment  unto  the  Son,  that  all  men 
should  honour  the  Son,  even  as  they  honour  the  Father.**  Heb.  i.  1,  £.  "  God — —has  in  these 
last  days  spoken  unto  us  by  his  Son,  whom  he  has  appointed  heir"  or  lord  "  of  all  things,**  ch.  iii. 

5,  6.  "  Moses  verily  was  faithful  in  all  his  house,  as  a  servant- ^But  Christ  as  a  Son  over  his 

own  house." 

5.  Another  token  of  the  especial  love  of  the  Father  for  Jesus  Christ,  as  his  own  Son,  is  the 
pouring  out  of  abundance  of  spiritual  gifts,  though  in  difierent  degrees,  upon  his  apostles,  and  all 
who  believed  in  him,  after  his  resurrection. 

John  i.  32 — ^34.  "  And  John  bare  record,  saying :  **  I  saw  the  Spirit  descending  from  heaven 
like  a  dove.  And  it  abode  upon  him.  And  I  knew  him  not.  But  he  that  sent  me  to  baptize 
with  wajter,  the  same  said  unto  me  :  Upon  whom  thou  shilt  see  the  Spirit  descending,  and  re- 
maining, tlie  same  is  he,  which  baptizeth  with  the  Holy  Ghost.  And  I  saw,  and  bare  record, 
that  this  is  the  Son  of  God."  Com.  Matt.  iii.  11.    Mark  i.  8.    Luke  iii.  16. 

John  vii.  37-— 39.  "  In  the  last  day,  that  great  day  of  the  feast,  Jesus  stood,  and  cried, 
gaying.  If  any  man  thirst,  let  him  come  to  me,  and  drink.  He  that  believeth  on  me,  as  the 
scripture  hath  said,  out  of  his  belly  shall  flow  rivers  of  living  water.  This  spake  he  of  the  Spirit, 
which  they  that  believe  on  him  should  receive :  for  the  Holy  Ghost  was  not  yet  given,  because 
that  Jesus  was  not  yet  glorified.'* 

Acts  xi.  15,  16.    <<  And  as  I  began  to  speak,  the  Holy  Ghost  feU  on  them,  as  on  us  at  the 
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begtniiing.     Then  remembered  I  the  word  of  the  Lord,  how  that  Ke  said,  John  indeed  bjfptized 
with  water ;  but  ye  shall  be  baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghost.*'     See  Acts  i.  5.  and  ii.  1— -S(). 

Gal.  iv.  6.  "  And  because  ye  are  sons,  God  hath  sent  forth  the  spirit  of  his^on  into  your 
hearts,  crying,  Abba,  Father/* 

Eph.  iv.  8 — 11.  "  When  he  ascended  up  on  high,  he  gave  gifts  unto  men : and  he  gave 

some  apostles,  and  some  prophets,  and  some  evangelists,  and  some  pastors  and  teachers.** 

Upon  all  these  accounts,  and  not  only  upon  account  of  his  miraculous  conception  and  birth, 
is  Jesus  "  the  Son  of  God.**"  The  texts  alleged  under  each  particular  sufficiently  show  that  they 
are  all  justly  mentioned,  and  that  none  of  them  ought  to  be  omitted. 

There  are  some  expressions  in  St.  Luke*s  history  of  our  Lord's  nativity  of  a  virgin  mother, 
.  which  sltow  the  truth  of  this  observation.  They  likewise  manifestly  show,  that  it  is  in  respect 
to  his  humanity,  and  the  dignity  conferred  upon  it,  that  he  has  the  title  of  "  the  Son  of  God.'* 
The  expressions,  which  were  partly  alleged  before,  are  exceedingly  remarkable.  **  And  the 
angel  said  unto  her.  Fear  not,  Mary ;  for  thou  hast  found  favour  with  God.  And  behold,  thou 
shalt  conceive  in  thy  womb,  and  shalt  bring  forth  a  son  ;  and  thou  shalt  call  his  name  Jesus.  He 
shall  be  great,  and  sixall  be  cftUed  the  Son  of  the  Highest.  And  the  Lord  God  shall  give  unto 
bim  the  throne  of  his  father  David.  And  he  shall  reign  over  the  house  of  Jacob  for  ever.  And 
i)£  his  kingdom  there  shall  be  no  end..**  Luke  i.  33. 

Upon  all  the  fore-mentioned  accounts,  then,  and  his  transcendent  greatness,  Jesus  is  "  the 
Son  of  God.**  And  all  these  things  may  be  supposed  to  be  comprehended  in  that  expression, 
Heb.  i.  9,  "  Thou  hast  loved  righteousness^  and  hated  iniquity ;  therefore  God,  even  thy  God, 
hath  anointed  thee  with  the  oil  of  gladness  above  thy  fellows.**  The  words  are  a  quotation  from 
Ps.  xlv.  7*  and  seem  to  have  been  originally  intended  of  Solomon,  who  by  divine  choice  and  de- 
signation was  preferred  before  his  brethren.**  1  Chron.  xxviii.  5.  But  they  are  also  fitly  applied 
to  the  Messiah;  who  has  been  greatly  distinguished,  and  highly  honoured  above  his  brethren  : 
meaning  men,  of"  whose  nature  he  partook.  Heb.  ii.  14^16^  or  prophets,  who  had  the  Spirit  in  a 
due,  but  less  measure,  bestowed  upon  them. 

All  these  prerogatives  has  God  the  Father,  in  his  unsearchable  wisdom,  conferred  upon  Jesus 
of  Nazareth,  whom  he  chose  and  appointed  to  be  the  Messiah :  Who  is  also  "  the  seed  of  the 
woman,"  that  should  bruise  the  head  of  the  serpent.  Gen.  iii.  15.  and  "  the  seed  of  Abraham,** 
in  and  through  whom  all  the  families  or  nations  of  the  earth  were  to  be  blessed,**  Gen.  xii.  3* 
xviii.  18.  Acts  iii.  25^  Gal.  iii.  8.  The  rod  out  of  the  stem  of  Jesse,  and  the  branch  that  should 
grow  out  of  his  root,  to  whom  the  Gentiles  would  seek,"  Is.  ix.  1 — 10.  "  Who  was  to  restore 
the  preserved  of  Israel,  and  was  likewise  given  to  be  a  light  to  the  Gentiles,  that  he  might  be 
for  salvation  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.**  Is.  xlix.  6.  or,  ajs  old  Simeon  said,  "  a  light  to  lighten 
the  Gentites,  and  the  glory  of  Gods  people  Israel,**  Luke  ii.  32.  For  it  is  a  certain  truth,  that 
the  grace,  which  has  been  manifested  by  tlie  appearing  of  Jesus  Christ,  was  from  early  ages  pur- 
posed by  the  Divine  Being,  and  foretold  by  his  prophets^  Rom.  i.  1 — -3^  Eph.  i.  4.  2  Tim.  1.  9» 
10.  1  Pet.  i-  10—12. 

And  how  agreeable  the  several  articles  of  this  detail  are  to  the  scriptures  of  the  Old  Testa-- 
ment,  must  appear  from  texts  already  alleged  thence.     Nevertheless  I  shall  here  put  together 
a  few  other  texts>  and  some  of  the  same  more  largely  than  hitherto  quoted :  not  transcribing 
them  now,  but  referring  to4hem,  and  entreating  you,  if  you  please,  to  read  and  consider  them- 
at  your  leisure. 

Ps.  ii.  6,  7,  8,  11,  12.. 

Ps.  xxiL  throughout.^ 

Is.  xiii.  1.  «^  Behold  my  servant,  whom  I  uphold,  my  servant,  in  whom  my  soul  delighteth.'' 
Almost  the  very  words  or  the  voice,  that  came  from  heaven  at  our  Lords  baptism  and  transfi- 
guration.  "  I  have  put  my  Spirit  upon  him..  He  shall  bring  forth  judgment  unto  the  Gentiles ;'' 
and  what  follows  to  the  end  of  ver.  7. 

Is.  xlix.  1 — 6.     Compare  Acts  xiii.  47.  and  xxvi.  23. 

We  must  now  be  able  to  perceive  the  true  character  of, our  blessed  Saviour,  and  the  great 
propriety  with  which  the  apostles  and  evangelists  speak  of  him. ^ 

John  i.  45.  "  Philip  findeth  Nathanael,  and  saith  unto  him.  We  have  found  him  of  whom' 
Moses  in  the  law  and  the  prophets  did  write,  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  the  son  of  Joseph.**    Ami  see 
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ver.  46 — 50.  and  Acts  ii.  22.  "  Ye  men  of  Israel,  hear  these  wordg.  Jesus  of  Nazareth^  a  man 
approved  of  God  among  you,  by  miracles,  and  signs,  and  wonders,  which  God  did  by  him  in  the 
midst  of  you,  as  ye  yourselves  also  know.**  See  also  ver.  36.  ch.  iv.  27.  **  For  of  a  truth,  against 
thy  holy  child  [rather  son,  or  servant]  Jesus,  whom  thi>\i  hast  anointed,  both  Herod,  and  Pontius 
Pilate,  with  the  Gentiles,  and  the  people  of  Israel,  were  gathered  together."  Ch.  x.  38.  "  How 
God  anointed  Jesus  of  Nazareth  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  with  power.  Who  went  about  doing 
good,  and  healing  all  that  were  oppressed  of  the  devil. '  For  God  was  with  him.**  Nor  does  our 
dear  Redeemer  disdain  this  title  in  his  state  of  exaltation.  For  when  he  called  to  Saul  out  of 
heaven,  and  "  Saul  answered, — Who  art  thou.  Lord  ?  he  said,  I  am  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  whom 
thou  persecutest,**  Acts  xxii.  6 — 8.  Comp.  ch.  ix.  5.     See  also  ch.  iii.  6.  and  xxvi.  9. 

From  all  that  has  been  said,  it  appears  that  Jesus  is  a  man,  appointed,  anointed,  beloved,  ho- 
noured and  exalted  by  God  above  all  other  beings.* 

.ObJ.  1.  It  may  be  said :  Admitting  this  notion  of  our  Saviour's  person,  we  shall  lose  that 
great  instance  of  humiliation,  and  condescension,  which  tlie  Arian  scheme  sets  before  us. 
For  accordmg  to  that,  the  most  exalted  spirit,  next  to  God  the  Father,  submits  to  all  the  laws  of 
infancy  and  cirildhood,  and  is  greatly  incommoded  by  the  body  during  its  dwelling  on  this  earth. 

To  which  I  answer:  I  would  by  no  means  rob  you,  or  any  one  else,  of  any  argument  that 
is  really  suited  to  engage  to  humility  in  particular,  or  to  all  virtue  in  general.  But,  Papinian,  if 
1  am  not  mistaken,  it  appears  from  what  was  before  said,  that  this  instance  of  humiliation  is  an 
imaginary -thing.  It  is  impossible  that  so  exalted  a  spirit  should  be  the  soul  of  a  human  body. 
If  it  is  not  an  absolute  contradiction^  it  is  incongruous  to  the  nature  of  things,  and  in  the  highest 
degree  improbable. 


*  Some  now^y  ^'  fbe  SoiTof  God*'  nnderstand  an  intelli- 
gent being,  or  emanation,  begotten  by  the  Father,  or  pro- 
ceeding from  him,  in  an  ineffable  manner,  from  all  eternity, 
and  of  the  same  essence  or  substance  with  the  Father.  Others 
thereby  understand  a  mighty  spirit,  or  angel,  begotten  or 
formed  by  the  will  of  the  Father,  in  time,  before  the  creation 
of  the  world,  and  of  a  different  substance  from  the  Father  j 
"which  Son  of  God,  according  to  them,  became  incarnate  j 
4Rat  is,  united  himself,  either  lo  the  human  nature,  consisting 
of  soul  and  body,  or  to  a  human  body,  so  ai  to  supply  the 
place  of  a  human  soul. 

But  those  senses  of  this  phrase,  or  title,  are  not  to  be  found 
in  any  of  the  books  of  the  New  Testament.  '  The  Jews  bad 
^  no  notion  that  their  Messiah  should  be  any  thing' more  than 
'  mere  man.  See  Whitby  upon  Rom.  ix.  5.*  Dr.  Jortin's 
Discourses  concerning  the  Christian  Religion,  p.  17.  which  in- 
deed Is  well  shown  in  the  passages  of  ancient  autliors,  alleged 
by  Whitby  in  the  place  referred  10. 

This  will  lead  us  to  the  true  meaning  of  the  title,  ''  the  Son 
of  God,'*  in  the  gospels  5  for  there  many  give  our  Lord  that 
-title,  who  took  him  to  be  a  man  especially  favoured  by  God. 
This  title  is  given  to  our  Lord,  not  only  by  Peter  in  his  con- 
fession. Matt.  xvi.  16,  and  the  parallel  places,  and  John  vi. 
69.  but  ::lso  by  John  the  Baptist,  John  i.  34.  iii.  35,  36.  by 
Nathanael,  John  i.  49,  by  Martha,  xi.  27.  and  by  others, 
M^tt.  xiv.  33.  Luke  iv.  41.  Our  blessed  Lord  likewise  often 
takes  it  to  himself  either  directly  or  indirectly.  John  iii. 
ar— 18.  y  23.  ix.  35—3?.  x.  36,  xi.  4. 

Ifae  case  seems  to  be  this.  In  the  Jewish  style,  and  the 
language  of  scripture,  all  good  men,  and  all  people,  who  are 
in  a  covenant  relation  to  God,  are  his  sons,  and  are  entitled  to 
many  blessings  and  privileges :  but  Jesus,  as  the  Messiah,  is 
"  the  Son  of  God,**  by  way  of  eminence  and  distinction. 

Exod.  iv.  22,  23.  "  And  thou  shall  say  unto  Pharaoh, 
That  saith  the  Lord,  Jsrael  is  my  son,  even  my  fii^t-bom. 
And  I  say  unto  thee,  Let  my  son  go,  that  he  may  serve  me." 
Is.  xliii.  6.  "  Bring  my  sous  from  far,  and  my  daughters  from 
the  ends  of  the  eartk:**  See  liiccwise  Is.  xlv.  11,  12.  and 
Jer.  xxxL  9.  *'  For  I  am  a  6thcr  unto  Israel 5  and  Ephraim 


is  my  first-bom. ••  Ven  20.  "  Is  Ephraim  my  dear  son  ?  ii  he 
a  pleasant  child.'**  Hos..  xi.  1.  "  When  Israel  was  a  child, 
then  I  loved  him,  and  called  my  son  out  of  Egypt.**  To 
which  I  must  add  Jer.  xxxi.  1.  ''At  the  same  time,  saith 
the  Lord,  I  will  be  the  God  of  all  the  taroilies  of  Israel.  And 
they  shall  be  my  people.**  Comp.  ver.  9  and  33.  All  which 
is  expressed  by  St.  Paul  after  this  manner.  2  Cor.  vi.  J  8. 
**  And  I  will  be  a  father  unto  them ;  and  tbey  shall  be  my 
sons  and  daughters,  saith  the  Lord  Almighty."  See  there  also 
ver.  1 6  and  17. 

Accordingly,  in  the  New  Testament r  the  Gentiles,  who 
received  Jesus  as  the  Christ,  being  brought  into  God*s  family, 
and  into  the  number  of  his  people,  are  called  "  the  sons 
of  God.**  John  i.  12,  *'  But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  gave  he  power  to  become  the  sons  of  God,  even  to 
them  that  believe  on  his  name.'*  Comp.  1  John  iii.  I .  and  see 
Rom.  viii.  14 — 17 ,  Gal.  iv.  4 — 7.  and  Hcb.  ii.  10.  and  else- 
where. 

Matt,  xxvii.  54.  '*  Now  when  the  Centurion,  and  they 
that  were  wkh  him,  watching  Jesus,  saw  the  earthquake, 
and  those  things  that  were  done,  they  feared  greatly,  say'ing. 
Truly,  this  was  the  Son  of  God.**  Comp.  Mark  xv.  39.  And, 
says  St.  Luke,  ch.  xxiii.  47.  "  Now  when  the  Centurion 
^w  what  was  done,  he  glorified  God,  saying,  Certainly  this 
was  a  righteous  man.** 

All  good  men  and  women,  then,  are  God's  sons  and  daugh- 
ters. But  Jesus,  the  Messiah,  is  "  the  Son  of  God,**  by  way 
of  eminence  and  distinction,  and  has  in  all  things  the  pre- 
eminence. 

This,  as  it  seems  to  me,  is  the  way  of  thinking,  to  which 
we  are  led,  by  comparing  many  texts  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testament,  where  the  tide  or  denomination  of*'  Son  of  God," 
is  used. 

There  is  therefore  no  foundation  for  the  interpretations 
mentioned  at  the  beginning  of  this  note:  which,  neverthe- 
less, have  been  received  by  many,  and  have  produced  intricate 
schemes  and  systems,  by  which  the  minds  of  Chrislianrf  have 
been  greatly  perplexed,  and  the  world  itself  sometunes  thrown 
into  cofeifusiou  and  disturbaQce. 
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And  if  so  great  a  being  were  to  inhabit  a  human  body,  it  would  entirely  swallow  it  up.  That 
spirit  would  still  retain  its  own  knowledge,  and  power,  and  would  raise  the  body  above  all  pains, 
weaknesses,  and  wants. 

Whatever  advantages  may  be  fancied  in  the  Arian  scheme,  there  are  much  greater  inconve- 
niences attending  it.  For,  as  before  hinted,  it  deprives  us  of  the  force  of  our  Saviour's  example. 
We  are  common  men.  But  he  is  supposed  to  be  the  most  perfect  spirit,  next  to  God.  How 
should  any  temptation,  from  the  things  of  this  world,  affect  such  a  being?  How  should  he  be 
-tempted,  in  all  respects,  as  we  are  ?  It  could  not  be.     It  is  altogether  irrational. 

But  there  are  many  and  great  advantages  in  supposing  Jesus  Christ  to  be  a  man,  consisting 
pf  soul  and  body.  His  example  is  then  justly  set  before  us  in  all  the  strength  and  beauty,  with 
which  it  now  appears  in  the  gospels  and  epistles  of  the  New  Testament. 

It  is  also  upon  the  ground  of  this  scheme  alone,  that  the  expectation  of  attaining  to  a  glory, 
JUce  that  of  Jesus  Christ,  can  be  supported.  For  which,  however,  there  is  plain  encouragement 
in  the  doctrine  of  the  gospel.  John  xvii.  21 — 26.  llom.  viii.  17*  2  Tim.  ii.  11, 12.  Rev.  iii.  21: 
and  elsewhere. 

These  are  the  most  glorious,  the  most  animating  hopes  that  can  be  conceived.  They  excite 
*o  faithfulness  and  zeal  beyond  expression.  We  may  be  made  like  unto  Jesus  Christ  hereafter,  if 
we  will  but  follow  his  example,  and  resemble  him  now.  But  how  can  we  admit  the  thought  of 
being  near  to  him,  in  the  future  state,  who  beside  the  merit  of  his  obedience  and  sufferings  here, 
)ias,  in  the  Arian  hypothesis,  the  glory  of  being  employed  by  God  in  things  of  a  quite  different 
.nature,  such  as  creating  this  visible  world,  and  all  the  angels,  and  invisible  hosts  of  heaven  ? 

And  is  not  this  one  reason  of  our  slothfulness,  and  other  faults  ?  "  The  truth  is  not  in  us : 
the  words  of  Christ  do  not  abide  in  us.**  We  suffer  ourselves  to  be  deluded,  and  perverted  from 
the  truth  and  simplicity  of  the  gospel,  by  the  philosophical  schemes  of  speculative  men.  And 
«o,  almost  any  man  "  may  take  our  crown,"  Rev.  iii..  11. 

1  believe,  Papinian,  that  you,  as  well  as  other  serious  Christians,  desire,  with  the  apostle  Paul, 
^*  to  know  Christ,  anjj  the  power  of  his  resurrection,"  Philip,  iii.  10.  But  what  is  there  extraordinary 
in  the  resurrection  of  Christ,  according  to  the  Arian  hypothesis?  Is  it  any  thing  extraordinary, 
ttn^t  the  Logos  (in  the  Arian  sense  of  that  word)  should  raise  the  body,  in  which  he  has  acted, 
and  suffered  for  a  while  ?  He  might  be  supposed  to  have  an  especial  regard  for  that  body,  and 
be  willing  to  make  it  glorious.  But  I  do  not  see,  that  such  a  resurrection  can  so  fully  assure  us 
of  our  own,  as  if  we  suppose  Christ  to  be  a  man  like  unto  us.  For  then  his  resurrection  is  a 
pattern. of  ours.  Which  is  the  doctrine  of  the  New  Testament.  1  Cor.  xv.  20 — 23,  and  the  glo- 
4*ious  argument  of  St.  Paul.  Eph.  i.  17 — 23.  Hereby  we  are  indeed  assured  of  our  resurrection. 
God  the  Father,  who  gav0  his  own  Son  for  us,  and  raised  him  up  from  the  dead,  will,  most  cer- 
tainly,  raise  up  us  also,  as  it  is  expressed,  1  Cor.  iv.  14.  **  Knowing  that  he,  who  raised  up  the 
Lord  Jesus,  should  raise  up  us  also  by  Jesus,  and  should  present  us  with  you.**  And  see  Philip. 
iii.  20,  21.  In  a  word,  here  is  the  best  foundation  of  unmoveable  confidence  in  God.  And  the 
apostle  expressly  says  in  the  place  just  referred  to  in  1  Cor.  xv.  21.  **  Since  by  man  came 
death,  by  man  came  also  the  resurrection  of  the  dead.** 

Obj.  2.  Again,  it  maybe  objected,  that  this  idea  of  the  person  of  Jesus  does  not  fully  suit  the 
strong  expressions  in  the  New  Testament,  concerning  the  love  of  God,  in  giving  his  Soa 
for  us. 

But  I  think  it  does.  For  can  there  be  any  greater  love,  than  for  that  person,  who  is  imme- 
diately sent  by  God,  who  is  his  ambassador,  invested  with  all  his  power  and  authority,  who  is  the 
object  of  the  rathcr*s  especial  love,  and  therefore  his  own  Son,  who  was  "  holy,  harmless,  and 
undefiled,"  Heb.  vii.  16,  to  live  a  mean,  despised,  reproached  life  in  this  world,  and  then  to  die 
«  painful  and  ignominious  death  for  our  good,  and  for  the  good  of  mankind  in  general  ? 

Besides,  this  is  that  love  of  God,  which  is  so  much,  and  so  justly  magnified,  and  extolled  in 
the  New  Testament:  that  God  gave  his  Son  to  die  for  us.  ".He  that  spared  not  h^s  own  Son, 
but  delivered  him  up  for  us  all;  how  shall  he  not  with  him  freely  give  us  all  things?"  And  see 
before  ch.  v.  6—8.  and  2  Cor.  v.  14,  15.  "  Who  gave  himself  for  our  sins,  that  he  might  deliver 
us  from  this  present  evil  world,  according  to  the  will  of  God,  even  our  Father."  Gal.  i.  4.  See 
likewise  1  Tim.  ii.  6.  1  Pet.  i.  18 — 21.  1  John  iii.  16.  iv.  9,  10.  and  many  other  places. 

If  Christ  had  dwelt  in  pre-existent  glory,  and  had  come  from  heaven,  to  animate  a  human 
body;  this  also  would  have.been  plainly,  and  frequently  represented  to  us. 

VOL*  v.  3D 
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In  the  way,  now  mentioned,  we  go  to  God  directly  through  Jesus  Christ.  Arid  the  love  of 
the  Father  is  most  conspicuous  in  the  supposition,  that  God  sent,  and  appointed  the  man  Jesus 
Christ,  for  our  salvation.  Herein,  I  say,  the  love  of  God  is  most  conspicuous,  much  more  than 
in  supposing  the  pre-existence  of  the  Son,  the  covenant  of  redemption,  and  the  oflfer  of  the  Son 
to  come  into  the  world,  and  many  other  such  like  things,  derogatory  to  the  honour  of  the  Father; 
because  they  diminish  our  idea  of  his  free,  transcendent,  and  unmerited  love  and  goodness* 
The  gospel  account  is  summed  up  in  these  words:  "  And  all  things  are  of  God,  who  has  recon- 
ciled us  to  himself  by  Jesus  Christ.  And  has  given  unto  us  the  ministry  of  reconciliation :  to 
wit,  that  God  was  in  Christ  reconciling  the  world  unto  himself,  not  imputing  their  trespasses  unto 
tliem:  and  hath  committed  unto  us  the  word  of  reconciliation.*'  2  Cor.  v.  18,  19-  See  Ukewise 
what  follows  in  ver.  20,  21.  and  Eph.  i.  1 — 10. 

Upon  the  whole,  as  before  said,  the  true  evangelical  description  of  our  blessed  Saviour's  per- 
son and  character,  is  that,  which  we  have  in  St.  reter's  words,  recorded  Acts  ii.  22.  and  S6.  and 
ch.  X.  38.  and  St.  Paul's,  Acts  xvii.  31.  and  1  Tim.  ii.  5.  Col.  ii.  3 — 9*  and  many  other 
places. 

Nor  is  this  a  diminishing  character.  It  is  the  greatest,  and  the  most  honourable  to  him,  oh 
whom  it  is  bestowed,  and  the  most  satisfying  to  us,  who  are  called  upon  to  believe  in  him,  to 
rely  upon  him,  and  follow  him  in  the  way  of  obedience  prescribed  to  us. 

Says  God  to  the  people  of  Israel  of  old,  **  Behold,  I  send  an  ansel  before  thee  in  the  way, 
and  to  bring  thee  into  the  place  which  I  have  prepared.  Beware  of  him,  and.  obey  his  voice, 
provoke  him  not.  For  he  will  not  pardon  your  transgressions.  For  my  name  is  in  him,**  Ex.  xxiii* 
20,  21.  Upon  which  place  Patrick  speaks  to  this  purpose.    *  "  For  my  name  is  in  him.'*  He  acts 

•  by  my  authority  and  power,  and  sustains  my  person,  who  am  present  where  he  is.    For  ^e 

•  name  of  God  is  said  to  be  there,  where  he  is  present  after  a  singular  and  extraordinary  manner. 

•  1  Kings  viii.  16.     1  Chron.  vi.  5,  (5.     Maimonides  expounds  it,  **  My  word  is  in  him,"  that  is, 

•  says  he,  God's  will  and  pleasure  was  declared  by  the  angel — In  which  he  seems  to  follow  the 
f  Chaldee,  who  translates  it,  "  for  his  word  is  m  my  name,"  that  is,  what-  he  speaks  is  by  my 

•  authority.' 

Afterwards,  when  the  people  had  trangressed  in  making  a  golden  calf,  and  God  was  greatly 
displeased;  Moses  offered  an  earnest  prayer,  that  he  would  himself  go  with  them,  and  conduct 
them,  Ex.  xxxiii.  12,  13.  And  he  received  this  gracious  answer,  by  which  he  was  encouraged. 
Ver.  14i,  15.  "  And  he  said:  My  presence  shall  go  with  thee  j  and  I  will  give  thee  rest.  And  he 
$aid:  If  thy  presence  go  not  with  us,  carry  us  not  hence.*'* 

"  M}r  presence,  that  is,  I  myselfi  as  m  the  Greek  version:  uvroc  v^oxo^evtroiiai  <rou  In  the 
Hebrew  it  is,  literally,  "  my  face."  Which  is  the  same  as  myself.  So  2  Sam.  xvii.  11.  "  and 
that  thou  go  to  the  battle  in  thy  own  person.'*  In  the  Hebrew  it  is :  "  that  thy  face  go  to  the 
battle.'* 

That  the  presence  of  God  was  with  Jesus,  the  Messiah,  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  in  the  most 
signal  and  extraordinary  manner,  we  are  assured  hy  every  book  and  chapter  of  the  New  Testa* 
ment,  and  particularly  by  St.  John's  gospel,  in  the  introduction,  and  throughout. 

The  dignity  of  Jesus,  as  Messiah,  is  very  great,  far  superior  to  that  of  angels.  We  know 
it  from  our  Lord  himself,  and  from  things  said  by  him,  whilst  dwelling  on  this  earth.  Matt,  xxiv^ 
3Q.  "  But  of  that  day  and  hour  knoweth  no  man,  no  not  the  angels  in  heaven,  but  my  Father 
only.*'  Which  is  thus  expressed  in  Mark  xiii.  32.  ♦*  But  of  that  day,  and  that  hour,  knoweth 
no  man,  no  not  the  angels,  which  are  in  heaven,  neither  the  Son,  but  the  Father.''  To  which 
let  me  add  John  xiv.  28.  "  If  ye  loved  me,  ye  would  rejoice,  because  I  said,  I  go  unto  the 
Father.     For  my  Father  is  greater  than  L"    Which  I  suppose  to  be  said  of  our  Lord,  as  man. 

Nor  am  I  singular  therein.    The  same  is  said  by  Augustine,  whom  I  shall  write  out  for  your 

*  ^  The  question  upon  this  occasion  was.  Whether  God  presence  should  go  with  hkn.    The  promise  must  be  nnder. 

VoiUd  himself  go  up  with  the  ped);)le,  who  had  highly  offended  stood  necessarily,  in  opposition  to  the  foregoing  threatening, 

\nm ;  or  whether  he  should  send  an  angel  before  them^  to  that  God  would  not  go  np  in  the  midst  of  them>  but  that  he 

conduct  them.     God  said  to  Moses :  *'  I  will  send  an  angel  would  send  an  angel  before  them. 

before  thee."    And  added  :  *'  For  I  will  not  go  up  in  the         •  The  presence  of  God  tlierefore  in  this  place  must  be  oajt^s 

inidst  of  thee ;  for  thou  art  a  stiff-necked  people;  lest  I  con«  h  BeoSf-^-^-as  the  Seventy  justly  render  ft:  and  that  in  direct 

tunae  thee  in  the  way>'*  £x.  xxxiii.  1—3.     Upon  the  prayer  opposition  to  an  angel  in  his  name  atid  stead.'    Mn  Moiet 

and  iniercessioa  of  Moses,  God  is  pleased  to  promise,  that  hia  JjowmoB,  in  his  Tracts,  p.  38,  $9,  see  also*  p.  i^. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A  Lefter  on  pie  Logons. 


;3S7 


jU3e.  Noi;i  recte  cogiUs,  quern  locum  in  rebus  habeat  humana  naturfi,  qus  condita  est  ad  imagi- 
;)em  Dei.  Majores  angeli  dici  possunt  homine/quia  majores  sunt  hominis  corpore :.  majores 
Bunt  et  animo^  sed  in  forma,  quam  peccati  originalis  merito  corruptibile  aggravat  corpus.  Nature 
vero  human^,  qualem  naturam  Chnstus  humans  mentis  assumpsit,  quae  nuilo  peccato  potuit  de- 

pravari,  Deus  solus  est  major Naturd  vero  hominis,  quae   mente  rationali  et  intellectuali 

creaturas  cseteras  antecedit,  Deus  sohis  est  major:  cui  utique  injuria  facta  non  est,  ubi  scrip- 
turn  est,  •  Major  est  Deus  corde  nostro,'  1  Jon.  iii.  20.  Filius  ergo  Dei  susceptum  hominem 
levaturus  ad  Patrem,  quando  dicebat,  *  Si  diligeretis  me,  gaudefetis  utique,  quia  vado  ad  Pa- 
trem,  quia  Pater  major  me  est,'  Job.  xiv.  28.  non  cami  suae  solum,  sed  etiam  menti,  quam  ge« 
rebat,  humans,  Deum  Patrem  utique  prsferebat.  Aug.  Contr.  Maximin.  Arian,  1.  2,  cap.  xxv. 
Tom.  VIII. 

Dr.  Whitby's  paraphrase  of  Mark  xiii.  32,  is  thus :  *  **  Neither  the  Son,**  who  has  the  Spirit 
*  without  measure,  but  "  the  Father  only."  * 

What  I  have  been  arguing  for,  was  the  sentiment  of  the  Nazarene  Christians.  Nor  do  I  think 
it  can  be  made  appear  that  any  Jews,  who  were  believers,  had  any  other  idea  of  our  Saviour : 
excepting  those  called  Ebionites,  or  some  of  them,  who  were  extremely  mistaken  in  supposing 
that  Jesus  was  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary.* 

The  notion  of  an  inferior  Deity,  pre-existing,  and  then  incarnate,  seems  to  have  been  brought 
into  the  church  by.  some  of  the  learned  converts  from  heathenism,  who  had  not  thoroughly  aban- 
doned the  principles  in  which  they  had  been  educated.  Perhaps,  likewise,  they  hoped  by  this 
jneans  to  r^der  the  doctrine  of  Christ  more  palatable  to  heathen  people,  especially  their  phi- 
Josophers.  Moreover  the  Christians  of  the  second  century,  and  afterwards,  were  too  averse  to 
all  «fews  in  general,  and  even  to  the  believers  from  among  that  people.  The  apostle  Paul  had 
seen  a  temper  of  pride  and  insolence  springing  up  in  the  Gentile  Christians,  in  his  own  time : 
JOT  he  would  not  have  delivered  that  caution,  which  we  find  in  Rom.  xi.  17 — 24.** 


^  Athanasius  says, '  That'the  Jews  at  that  time  beiDg  in  an 
'  eiTor,  and  thinking  that  the  expected  Messiah  would  be  a 

*  mere  man,  of  the  seed  of  David — for  that  reason  the  blessed 
'apostles  in  great  wisdom  first  instructed  the  Jews  in  the 
''  things  concerning  our  Saviour*s  humauity.*  De  Sentent. 
Dionysii.  n.  8.  p.  248.  C.  D. 

ChiTsostom,  at  the  begbning  of  his  fourth  homily  upon 
;St.  John's  gospel,  says:  '  The  other  evangelists  having  chiefly 

*  insisted  upon  our  Saviour's  humanity,  there  was  danger,  lest 

*  his  eternal  generation  should  have  been  neglected  by  some : 

*  and  men  might  have  been  of  the  same  opinion  with  Paul 
'  of  Samosata,  if  John  had  not  written.*  In  Joh.  hom.  4. 
torn.  VIII.  p.  27.  A.  B.  Bened. 

In  his  first  homily  ppon  the  Acts,  he  expresseth  himself 
again  to  this  purpose:  *  In  the  discourses  of  the  apostles  re- 

*  corded  in  this  book,  little  is  said  about  Christ's  divinity. 

*  Bui  they  discourse  chiefiyof  his  humanity,  and  passion,  and 
'  resurrection,  and  ascension ;  because  his  resurrection  and 
'  ascension  to  heaven  were  the  points  necessary  to  be  proved 

*  and  believed  at  that  time.'  In  Act.  ap.  hom.  i.  t.  IX. 
p.  3.  A. 

Angustine  in  one  of  his  sermons  says,  '  Peter  and  the 
^  other  apostles  have  written  of  our  Lord,  but  it  is  chiefly 
'  concerning  his  humanity.*  Again,  '  Peter  says  little  of  our 
'  Lprd*8  divinity  in  his  epistles,*  but  John  enlarges  upon  that 
•object  in  his  gospd:  quoniam  Petrus  scripsit  de  Domino;, 
•cripsenint  et  alii :  sed  scriptura  eorum  magis  circa  humanita- 

tem  Domini  est  occnpata Sed  de  divinitate  Christi  in  11- 

teiis  Petri  aliquid  [al.  non  aliquid] :  in  £vangeIio  autem 
Joannis  mnltum  eminet.  Serm.  253,  cap.  iv.  t.  V.  And  in 
Jits  Confessions  he  informs  us,  that  for  a  great  while  he  was  of 
opinion  that  Jesus  was  a  most  wise  and  excellent  man,  mira- 
culously born  of  a  virgin,  and  sent  by  Go3,  with  a  high  com- 
tnission,  to  give  us  an  example  of  st^ulfiist  virtue,  aooklst  the 
•temptations  of  this  world,  and  to  instroct  us  in  the  way  ho^ 
we  might  obtain  everlasting  salvation.  Ego  vero  aliud  puta- 
bam,  tantumque  santiebam  de  Domino  Christo  meo,  quan- 
tum de  exceUentts  sapientis  viro,  cui  nullus  posset  sequari : 
.  praeterjtim  quia  mirabniter  natut  ex  v'lrgroe,  «1  exeiBplum« 


contemnendorum  temporaliom  pro  adipiscend^  immortaliiate, 
diving  pro  nobis  curl^  tantam  auctoritatem  magisterii  mernisM 
videbatur.  Conf  L  / .  c.  xix.  u.  25.  Ego  autem  aliquanto 
|>osterius  didicisse  me  feteor— quomodo  catholica  Veritas  a 
Photini  falsitate  dirirhatur.  Ibid.  But  upon  reading  the  works 
of  some  Platonic  philosophers,  which  were  put  into  his  haods^ 
be  altered  his  opinion.  Et  primo  voleus  ostendere  mihi  ■  ■ 
quod  verbum  tuum  caro  factum  est,  et  babitavit  inter  homi- 
nes, procurl^i  mihi,  (ler  quemdam  hominem  immauissimo 
typho  turgidum,  quosdam  Platonicorum  libros  ex  Grxck  lin- 
gua in  Latinam  versos :  et  ibi  legi,  non  quidem  his  verbis,  sed 
hoc  idem  oronino  multis  et  multiplicibus  suaderi  ratiouibub, 
quod  in  principio  erac  Verbum,  &c.  Ibid.  cap.  ix.  n.  15.  vid. 
et  cap.  XX.  n.  26. 

^  I  take  this  breach  of  communion,  correspondence  and 
communication  between  the  Jewish  Christians  that  fled  from 
Jerusalem  into  the  East,  and  the  Gentile  Christians,  (which 
breach  continued  till  the  former  were  totally  destroyed,  or 
dissipated)  to  have  been  a  great  mismanagement,  and  the 

greatest  misfortime  that  ever  befel  the  Christian  church 

St.  Paul  laboured  with  all  his  might,  aim,  and  study,  to  keep 
up  union,  communion,  and  friendship,  between  these  two 
bodies  of  Christians.  And  he  did  with  great  diiBculty  pre- 
serve it  in  some  good  measure,  as  long  as  he  lived— Kpi- 
phanius  had  some  knowledge  of  those  of  the  Jewish  Christians, 
which  remained  to  h'ls  time,  that  is  370,  whom  the  Gentile 
Chi[istjans  then  called  Nazarenes.  And  he  styles  them  here- 
tics; for  no  other  reason  that  I  can  perceive,  but  that  they,  to- 
gether with  their  Christian  faith,  continued  the  use  of  ch-cum- 
cision,  and  of  the  Jewish  law.  Which  is  a  thing,  that  St.  Paul 
never  blamed  in  a  Jewish  Christian,  though  in  ihe  Gentile 
Christians  he  did.  Dr.  William  Wall«  in  the  Preface  to  Lis 
Notes  upon  the  O.  T.  p.  xi.  xii. 

That  b  a  melancholy  observation.  Let  us  endeavour  to  re- 
pair the  damage  here  bewailed,  by  diligently  studying,  and 
resolutely  adhering  to  the  doctrine  of  Christ's  apostle*,  as  con- 
tained in  the  books  of  the  New  Testament  j  w  herein,  I  xe- 
rily  believe,  are  delivered  all  the  truths  of  religiou,  ami  in 
suflSicient  peripicuitgr^  if  we  will  but  attend. 
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Thus  far  I  have  pursued  my  own  thoughts,  without  cpnsulting  any  other  writer  at  all,  or  very 
slightly/ except  in  those  places  where  I  have  expressly  said  so.  Sut  I  all  along  intended,  before 
I  finished,  to  observe  a  part  of  what  is  said  by  Dr*  Clarke  in  his  Scripture  Doctrine  of  the 
Trinity;  which  I  have  now  done.  And  I  cannot  lorbear  saying,  that  his  intepretations  of  texts  are 
generally  false,  arising,  as  from  some  other  causes,  so  particularly,  frqm  an  aversion  to  Sabellianv 
6r  Socinian  senses :  some  of  which  may  be  absurd,  and  unnatural.  But  I  much  prefer  Grotius*S 
interpretations  upon  the  compa'ison,  above  Dr.  Clarke's.,  So  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  Grotius 
explains  texts  better  than  the  professed  Socinians.  Tlie  reason  may  be,  that  he  had  more  learning;, 
and  particularly  was  better  acquainted  with  the  Jewish  style.  But  I  am  apt  to  think,  that  theii' 
later  writers  have  borrowed  from  him,  and  improved  by  him. 

However,  this  is.  said  very  much  in  the  way  of  conjecture.  For  I  must  acknowledge 
that  I  have  not  been  greatly  conversant,  with  the  writers  oi  that  denomination.  I  have  never 
read  Crellius  de  uno  Deo  Patre :  though  I  believe  it  to  be  a  very  good  book.  There  is  also,  in 
our  own  language,  a  collection  of  Unitarian. Tracts  in  two  or  three  quartos.  -But  I  am  not  ac- 
quainted with  it.  Nor  can  1  remember,  that  I  evQr  looked  into  it.  I  have  formed  my  sentiments 
upon  the  scriptures,  and  by  reading  such  Commentators,  chiefly,  as  are. in  the  best  repute,  I 
may  add,  that  the  reading  of  the  ancient  writers  of  the  church  has  been  of  use  to  confirm  me, , 
and  to  assist  me  in  clearing  up  difficulties. 

I  observe  then,  that  many  of  the  texts  in  Dr,  Clarke's  P.  I.  ch.  ii.  sect  3,  concerning  the 
highest  titles  given  to  Christ,  instead  of  proving  his  opinion,  are  inconsistent  with  it,  and  con- 
firm that  for  which  I  argue.  Yea  they  prove  it,  and  agree  with  no  other :  such  as ."  the  Father 
is  in  me,  and  I  in  him:  he  that  seetli  me,  seeth.him  that  sent  me:  if  ye  had  known  me,  ye 
would  have  kjnown  the  Father  also:  I  in, the  Father,  and  you  tn  me,  and  I  in  you:. he  that 
hateth  me,  hateth  my  Father  also:,  all  things  that  the  Father,  hath,  are  mine,"  &c.  &c, . 

Script.  Duct.  ch.  iil  sect.  3.  numb.  61 6.  p.  114,  115.  is  a  quotation  from  Justin  Martyr.  ♦ThTe 
•Jews,*  saith  he,    *  are  justly  reproved  for  imagining  that  the  Father  of  all  things  spake  to 

•  Moses,  when  indeed  it  was  the  Son  of  God,  wha  is  called  the  angel  and  the  messenger  of  the 
\  Father.*    A^ain,  afterwards,  from  the  same  Justin.     •  Yet  it  was  not  God  the  creator  of  the 

•  universe,  which  then,  said  to  Moses,  that  he  was  "  the  Gpd  of  Abraham,  and  the  God  of  Isaacv 
•^nd  the  God  of  Jacob."  * 

This  appears  to  me  very  strange,  that  the  Jews  should  not  know  who  was  their  God,  and 
delivered  the  law  by  Moses..  And!  cannot  help, wondering,  that  any  learned  men  of  our  times 
should  pay  any  regard  to  such  observations  as  these.  Is  it  not  better  to  say,  that  Justin  was 
mistaken,  than  that  the  Jewish  people  were  mistaken  in  such  ^  thing .  as  this  ?  For  Justin  was  a 
convert  from  heathenism,  and  had  been  a  philosopher,  and  brought  along  with  him.  many  pr^ 
ju'dices,  which  might  hinder  his  rightly  understanding  the  Old  Testament. 

That  God,  who  spake  to  Moses^  and  brought  the  people  of  Isra/sJ ;  ©ut  of  Egypt,  is  the 
Creator  of  the  universe,  is  manifest.  Exod.  xx.  1,2,  3.  "  And  God  spake  gdl  these  words,  sayings 
I  am  the  Lord  thy  God,  which  brought  tbee  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt.  Thou  shalt  have  no  other 
gods  before  me."  Ver.  10,  11.  "  But  the  seventh  day  is  the  sabbath  of  Jehovah  thy  God— ^ 
For  in  six  days  Jehovah  made  heaven  and  earth,  the  sea,  and  all  that  in  them  is.V  Is.  xj.  S7,  28L 

«c  \^hy  sayest  thou,  O  Jacob My  way  is  hid  from  the  Lord,  and  my  judgmient  is  passed  ovex 

from  my  God ?^  Hast  thou  not  known?  hast  thou  not  heard,  that  the  everlasting  God,  the 
Creator  of  the  ends  of  the  earth,  fainteth  not,  noi;  b  wjsary?"  See  also  ch.  xlv.  IJ,  12,  and 
elsewhere. 

Neither  our  Saviour,  nor  his  apostles,  had  any  debate  with  the  Jews  upon  this  head:  but 
plainly  suppose,  that  they  were  right,  as  to  the  object  of  worship.^  Therefore  our  Lord  says  to 
the  woman  of  Samaria,  John  iv.  22,  "  Ye  worship  ye  know  not  what..  We  know  what  we 
worship.  For  salvation  is  of  the  Jews.**  John  viii.  54.  •*  It  is  ray  Father  that  honoureth  me; 
of  whom  ye  say,  that  he  is  your  God."  Acts  iii.  13.  "  The  God  of  Abraham,  and  of  Isaac,  and 

Jacob,  the  God  of  oui:  fathers,  has  glorified  his  Son  Jesus- "  Ver.  SO.  "  The  God  of  our 

fathers  raised  up  Jesus,  whom  ye  slew,  and  hanged  on  a  tree."  Are  not  these  texts  clear  ? 
However,  see  likewise  Matt.  xi.  25.  John  xvii.  throughout,  and  xx.  17s  21..  Eph.iii.  l^s. 
Heb.  i.  1,  2*     1  John  iv.  14. 

Mark  xii.  28,  29,  "  One  of  th^  scribes  xianje,  and  a§ked  him.  Which  is  the  first  commandment 
of  all?  Jesus  answered  him :  The  first  of  all  the^commandments  is ;  He^j^.O  Israel,  the  Lprd 
our  God  is  one  Lord/'  Deut.  vi.  4.    To  which  the  scribe  assented.   And  Mark  xiic^^  ^  Wheu , 
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J^sus  fiaw,  that  he  answered  discreetly,  he  said  unto  him :  Thou  art  not  far  from  the  kihgdom^f 
God."     All  which  supposeth,  that  the  Jews  were  not  mistaken  about  the  object  of  worship,. 

Once  more.     Our  Lord's  argument  wth  the  Sadducees,  in  behalf  of  a  resurrection,  taken^ 
from  Ex.  iii.  6.  and  recorded  Matt.  xxii.  Mark  xii.  Luke  xx.  supposeth  "the  God  of  Abraham;'* 
&c.  to  be  the  one  true  God,  *^  who  is  not  the  God  of  the  dead,  but  of  the  living  :  for  all  live 
unto  him.** 

In  short,  if  Justin  Martyr  be  in  the  right,  it  is  not  sufficient  to  83}%  that  the  Jewish  people- 
were  mistaken  :  but  we  must  say,  that  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  and  the  sacred  penmen  of ' 
them,  and  all  who  speak  therein  by  inspiration^  are^  mistaken; 

Unquestionably,  God  may  make  use  of  the  ministry  of  angels,  as  well  as  of  men;  But  it  is; 
not  the  messenger  who  is  God :  but  he,  from  whom  he  comes,  and  in  whose  name  he  speaks. 

I  may  show  this  by  an  instance  or  two.  Gen.  xxii.  13 — 18.     **  And  the  angel  of  the  Lord 
called  unto  Abraham  out  of  heaven  the  second  time,  and  said:  By  myself  I  have  sworn^  saith 
the  Lord,  tliat  because  thou  hast  done  this  thing,  and  hast  not  withheld  thy  son,  thy  only  son;.. 
iri  blessing  r  will  bless  thee.** •    Here  is  noentioned  an  angel.     But' ho  is  only  Gods  messenger,, 
and  God  speaks  by  him.     Of  this  we  are  fully  assured  by^  an  argument  in  the  epistle  to  the 
Hebrews,  Cfi.  vi.  13,  14.     "For  when  God  made  promise  to  Abraham,  because  he  could  swear- 
by  no  greater,  he  sware  by  himself,  saying^:  Surely,  blessing.  I  will  bless  thee,  and. multiplying  I 
will  multiply  thee." 

For  certain;  therefore,  this  was  the  oath  of  God  Almighty,  the  one  living  and  true  God,. 
and  the  Creator  of  all  things.     For  there  was  **no  greater  than  he.'*    And  that  this  was  the  one 
true  God,  appears,  as  from  many  other  texts,  so  particularly  from  Ps>  cv.  where  the  Psalmist 
gratefully  commemorates  God's  wonderful  works,  and  expressly,  mentions,  his  mindfulness  of  * 
**  his  covenant  with  Abraham,  and  his  oath  unto  Isaac,**  ver.  9. 

St.  Stephen  speaks  of  the  Jews  having  received  "the  law  bythe  disposition  of  angels,^** 
Acts  vii.  5ir  that  is,  bythek  ministration,  under  God  the  supreme  lawgiver,  who  at  that  tirae^ 
had  the  attendance  ora  numerous  host  of  angels.  Deut.  xxxiii.  1.  2.  Comp.  Heb.  ii.  2..  And,, 
says  the  PsalUnist  very  poetically,  Ps.  Ixviii.  17«  "  The  chariots  of  God  are  twenty  thousand,, 
even  thousands  of  thousands.  The  Lord  is  among  them,  in  his  holy  place,  as  in  Sinai."  And< 
see  Is.  xxxiii.  22. 

I  must  take  some  other  things  from  the  above-mentioned  learned  writen 

Script.  Doct.  ch.  ii.  sect.  3.  numb.  576.     *  John  iii.*  13.     "No  man  hath  ascended  up  to » 

*  heaven,  but  he  that  came  down  from  heaven,  even  the  Son  of  man,  which  is  in  heaven.**    The 
•'meaning  is  explained,^  ch.  i.- 18.     *'  No  man  hath  seen  God  at  any  time.     The  only  begotten: 

•  Son,  which  is  in  the  bosom  of  the  Father,  he  has  declared  him.**  *     Excellently  well  in  my 
opinion.    That  is^  the  whole  of^  Dn  Clarke*s  note  upon  that  text- 
Script.  Doct.  n.  580.  p.  96.     John  v.  18.  **  But  said  also,  that  God  was  his  Father,  making: 

himself  equal  with  God."*     H^re  Dr.  Cliarke  speaks  to  this  purpose.     *  Assuming  to  himself  the 

•  power,  and  authority  of  God.-    It  is  the  same  accusation  with-  that^  other.  Ch.  x.  33. ."  We' 

*  stone  thee         for  blasphemy,  and  because  that  thou,^  being  a  man,  raakest  thyself  God.**  And 

*  Mark  ii.  7.  "  Why  does  this  man  thus  speak  blasphemy  ?  Who  ^an  forgive  sins  but  God  only^ 
«  The  Jews,  it  is  evident,  did  not  by  these  expres^ns  mean  to  charge  Jesus  with  affirming  him- 

•  self  to  be  the -supreme,  selftexistent,  independent  Deity:  nay,  not  so  much  as  with  taking 

•  upon  himself  to  be  a  Divine  Person  at  all :  but  only  with  assuming  to  himself  the  power  and 

*  authority  of  God.*    So  far  is  not  amiss  in  my  opinion.  What  follows  there  I. leave  to  those  who  * 
may  like  it 

Script.  Doct.  numb.  645.  p.  124i    Col.  ii^^  9.     "  For  in  him  dwelleth  all  the-,  fulness  of  the 
godheacl  bodily.**    The  note  is  this.     •  Ch.  i.  19.  **  It  pleased  the  Father,  that  in  him  should . 
•till  fulness  dwell.**  And  John  xiv.  10.«  *^  The  Father  that  dwelleth  in  me^  he  does  the  works.***^ ' 
Excellently  well,  according  to  my  apprehension. . 

This  Will  lead  me  to  proceed  somewhat  farther,,  and  to  consider .  some  other,  texts  before  I : 
conclude. 

Rom.  i.  .3,  4.  "  Concernihg^his  Son  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  who  was  of  thfe  seed  of  David  I 
according  to  the  flesh,  and  declared  to  be  the  Son  of  God  with  power,  according  to  the  spirit  of . 
holi  ness,  by  the  resurrection  from  tbe  dead.*f 

Here  are  two  things :  first,  that  ••  Jesus  was  made  of  the.  seed  iof  David  :**  secondly,  that  hm^ 
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-was  **  declared  to  be  the  Son  of  God  by  the  reBUrrection  from  the  dead.'*     Both  wliich  may  be 
illustrated  by  comparing  other  texts. 

How  this  text  is  explained  by  those  who  favour  th^  Arian  h)rpothesis,  of  the  Logos  supplying 
the  place  of  a  human  soul  in  the  person  of  Jesus,  may  be  seen  in  divers  writers.*  I  shall  ex- 
plain it  as  I  am  able,  without  attempting  a  particular  confutation  of  any. 

First,  **  whd  was  made  of  the  seed  of  David  according  to  the  flesh.*'     That  phrase,  **  ac- 
cording to  the  flesh,**  is  in  several  other  texts.     Some  of  which  n^ay  be  observed.  Acts  ii.  SO. 
**  Therefore  being  a  prophet,  and  knowing  that  God  had  sworn  with  an  oath  to  him,  that  of  the 
fruit  of  his  loirts,  according  to  the  flesh,  he  would  raise  up  Christ  to  sit  on  his  throne     ■  i 
Rom.  fx.  3.     "  For  I  could  wish,  that  myself  were  accursed  from  Christ,  for  my  brethren,  my 

kinsmen,  according  to  the  flesh ver.  v.  "  Whose  are  the  fathers,  and  of  whom,  as  concerning 

the  flesh,  Christ  came.**    And  see  2  Cor.  v.  16. 

Secondly,  it  is  added :  "  And  declared  to  be  the  Son  of  God,  with  power,  according  to  the 
spirit  of  holiness,  by  the  resurrection  from  the  dead.**  .  . 

There  are  several  texts  to  be  observed  here.  Acts  ii.  32.  **  This  Jesus  hath  God  raised  up, 
whereof  we  all  are  witnesses**— —ver.  36.  "  Therefore  let  all  the  house  of  Israel  know  assuredly, 
that  God  hath  made  that  same' Jesus,  whom  ye  have  crucified,  both  Lord  and  Christ.**  Jesus 
was,  and  had  been  declared  to  be  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  whilst  he  was  here  on  earth.  But 
this  was  more  fully  manifested  by  his  resurrection,  and  the  consequent  effusion  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  upon  the  apostles  and  others.  See  Acts  xiii.  S3,  and  Heb.  v.  5.  And  our  Lord  himself 
had  mentioned  tliis  to  the  Jews,  as  **  the  sign,**  the  most  decisive,  and  demonstrative  evidence, 
that  he  was  indeed  the  Messiah,  as  he  had  said.  See  Matt.  xii.  38—40.  xvi.  1 — 5.  Luke  xi. 
Sy,  30.    John  ii.  18,  19.  iii.  14.  viii.  28.  xii.  32. 

Now  therefore  we  may  explain,  and  paraphrase  this  text  after  this  manner :  *  Coceming 

*  his  Son  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  who,  with  regard  to  the  external  circumstances  of  his  nativity 

*  into  this  world,  was  of  the  family  and  lineage  of  David :  from  whom  God  had  prom^ed  the 

*  Messiah  should  descend  :  and  with  regard  to  the  "  spirit  of  holiness,**  or  the  divine  energy  and 
^  influence,  by  which  he  had  been  contrived  in  the  womb,  and  by  which  he  was  sanctified  to 

*  his  high  ofiice,  and  by  which  he  wrought  the  greatest  miracles,  he  was  the  Son  of  God,  anci 

*  was  known  to  be  so.  But  was  most  fully  and  solemnly  constituted,  and  declared  to  be  tlie 
^Son  of  God,  by  that  wonderful  demonstration  of  the  divine  power,  his  resurrection  from 
'  the  dead.^ 

Nor  is  it  easy  to  avoid  recollecting  here,  in  what  terms  St.  Paul  speaks  of  the  power  which 
God  exerted  in  raising  Christ  from  the  dead,  and  exalting  him  to  that  dominion,  whick  was 
the  consequence  of  his  resurrection.     Eph.  i.  19 — 23. 

I  shall  transcribe  below  ^  a  part  of  Grotius's  annotations  upon  this  text,  and  refer  tp 
others.^ 

Eph.  iii.  9.  "  And  to  make  all  men  see,  what  is  the  fellowship  of  the  mystery,  which  froqi 
the  beginning  of  the  world  has  been  hid  in  God,  who  created  all  things  by  J^sus  Christ.** 

Herie  it  may  be  observed,  in  the  first  place,  that  those  words,  ♦*  by  Jesus  CJhrist.**  are  by 
some  learned  men  suspected  to  be  an  interpolation.**  * 

But,  secondly,  allowing  them  to  be  genuine,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  many  learned  men 
are  of  opinion  tnat  St.  Paul  is  here  speaking  of  the  new  creation.  So  says  Grotius.  Omnia 
Christus  fecit  nova-  1  Cor.  v.  I7.  Et  divinior  haec  creatio,  quam  prior  ilia.  And  you  very,  w^U 
Jknow  Mr.  Locke's  paraplu-ase,  which  is  this  :  *  Who  frames  and  m^ages  this  whole  new  creation 

*  See  tbe  Paraphrases  of  Mr.  Locke,  and  Dr.  Taylor.  reno  orki«>  sod  nobllio*'.ex  pateroft  l>art^«  <)uippe  a  Deo,factut 

*  Sed  sensum  difficiliorem  efficit  curtata  locutio,  quam     K^xcoelestis  post  resurrection^m.    H^b.  v.  9.    Act  ii.  30- 
evolvei^e  conabirour.    Jesus  Fili us  Dei  multis  rnodis  dicitur  ^     et.xxvi.  p.  2.  3.  Grot  Annot  ad  Rpm.  i.  4. 

niaxime  populariter,  ideo  <iuod  io  regnum  a  Deo  evectus  est ;  *  Vid.  Limborch.     Comment,  in  Rom.  i.  3,  4.  et  Eojedim 

4quo  sensu  verba  Psalmi  ii.  de  Davide  dicta,  cum  ad  regnum  Explicat  V.  et  N.Test.  p.  258—264. 

pervenit,  Christo  aptantur.  Act.  xiii.  33.  et  ad  Heb.  i.  5.  v.  5.  *  A<a  re  Iiyr«  X/wr^j]    De^t  in  Al^xandr.  Vu/g.  S^or.— — 

Haec  aatera  Filii  sive  regia  dignitas  Jesu  praedestinabatur,  et  Et  quidem,  cum  vix  fieri  possit,  ut  exemplaribus  aotiquissirajs 

praefigurabatnr,  jam  turn  cum  mortalem  agens  vitam  magna  exciderint,  scribarum  sen  fraude,  sive  Ipcuri^,  terba  tam  in- 

{lla  signa  fit  prodigia  cderet— . — Hxc  signa  jedebat  Jesus  per  signja,  praesertim  ante  tempora  Arii;  adj^ta-hoc  loco  cw- 

spiritum  ilium  sanctitatis,  id  est,  -vim  divinam,  per  quam  ab  dMerim,  interpretamenti  grtUi^  ex  illo  ApostOli«    Col.  1. 10. 

initio  conceptionis  sanctificatus  fuerat  Luc.  1.35. — --Osten-  MilLin^.'.\^d«iKt  J?^z«  in  Joe* 
jditur  ergo  Jesus  nobtlis  ex  oiateroa  parte^  utjpoie  ex  r^e  if r» 
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by  Jesus  Christ/  And  he  has  endeavoured  in  a  long  note  to  support  that  paraphrase*  This 
likewise  is  the  sense  of  Calvin.  *  Qui  omnia  creavit  per  Christum/]  Non  tarn  d6  pnma  creatione 
interpretari  licet,  quam  de  instauratione  spirituali,  Tametsi  enim  verum  est  illud,  Verbo  Dei 
creata  esse  omnia,  quemadmodum  tot  locis  habetur :  circumstantia  tamen  loci  postulat,  ut  de 
renovatione  intelliga'mus,  quae  continetu«J  in  beneficio  redemptionis.  Beausobre  likewise  has 
a  Very  valuable  note  upon  this  text ;  but  being  somewhat  prolix,  I  only  refer  you  to  it. 

2  Cor.  iv.  4.  Christ  is  styled  "  the  image  of  God.*'  •O^  sqiv  emuv  ts  fies.  Upon  which  Whitby  *s 
note  is  to  this  purpose.     *  Christ  seems  here  to  be  styled  the  image  of  God,  not  in  the  sense  of 

*  Theodoret,  as  being  "  God  of  God,"  but  rather,  as  the  text  insinuates,  with  relation  to  the 

*  gospel,  and  his  mediatory  office  r  in  which  he  has  given  us  many  glorious  demonstrations  of  the 

*  power,  the  wisdom,  the  holiness,  purity  amd  Justice,  the  mercy,  goodness,  and  philanthropy 
.  ♦  of  God.  Tit.  iii.  4.*     Beza's  note  upon  the  place  is  to  the  like  purpose.     Id  est,  in  quo  seip- 

sum  perspicue  conspiciendum  praebet  Deus,  ut  1  Tim.  iii.  16.  Neque  enim  Dei  imaginem  nunc 
vocat  Paul  us  Christum  alio  quam  officii  ipsius  respectu  :  ut,  licet  vera,  tamen  sint  ttTpoaStovvaaf 
quae  nonnuUi  ex  veteribus  hoc  loco  wfj/  ts  oyLowm  deseruerunti.  So  that  I  need  not  here  appeal 
to  Grotius. 

Col.  i.  15.  "  Who  is  the  image  of  the  invisible  God."  Mr.  Peirce's  note  is  in  these  very  words^ 

*  The  Father  alone  is  represented  in  the  New  Testament,  as  the  **  invisible  God.**  See  John  i. 
«  18.  V.  37.  vi.  46.  1  Tim.  i.  I7.  vi.  16.  Heb.  xi.  27.  1  John  iv.  12,  20.  Christ  is  never  repre- 
^  sented  as  invisible.   It  might  seem  strange,  if  he  should,  since  he  actually  took  upon  him  flesh, 

*  and  appeared,  and  was  seen  in  the  world :  which  are  things  the  nature  of  the  Father  cannot 

*  possibly  admit..    His  being  called  **  the  image  of  God"  in  this  place,  and  2  Cor.  iv.  4.  implies 

*  his  being  visible,  and  that  the  perfections  of  God  do  most  eminently  shine  forth  in  him.* 

So  writes  Mr.  Peirce.  And  by  Christ  seems  to  mean  the  Logos,  or  Christ  in  his  pre-existent 
state,  before  he  came  into  this  world :  which  appears  to  me  not  a  little  strange.  God,  the  Father, 
unquestionably,  is  invisible.  So  I  think,  are  the  Logos,  in  the  Arian  sense  of  that  term,  and 
also  angels,  and  the  souls  of  men^  and  all  beings  which  we  call  spirits..  None  of  them  are  visibly 
to  our  bodily  eyes. 

Therefore  Christ's  being  **  the  image  of  God,"  must  be  understood  of  his  acting  in  this 
world.  God  is  invisible  in  his  nature  and  essence.  But  he  can  manifest  himself,  and  make 
known  to  us  in  his  mind  and  will,  by  those  whom  he  sends  as  his  ministers.  This  appears  to  me 
very  plain  and  eWdent  from  John  xiv.  8 — 11.  "  Philip  saith  unto  him.  Lord,  show  us  the  Father, 
and  it  sufficeth  us."  What,  now,  is  the  answer  which  our  Lord  makes  to  that  disciple  ?  Doc^s 
he  reprehend  him,  as  asking  an  impossibility  ?  No.  His  answer  is  this  :  "  Jesus  saith  unto  him. 
Have  I  been  so  long  time  with  you,  and  yet  hast  tliou  not  known  me,  Philip?  He  that  hath 
seen  me,  hath  seen  the  Father.  And  how  sayest  thou,  show  us  the  Father  !**  See  what  follows, 
and  ver.  7- 

I  think  that  Irenaeus  says  the  same  that  I  have  just  now  done.  '  Beati  mundi  corde,  quoniam 
ipsi  videbunt  Deum.'  Sed  secundum  magnitudinem  quidem  ejus,  et  mirabilem  gloriam,  <  nemo 
videbit  Deum,  et  vivet.'  Ex.  xxxiii.  20.  Incapabilis  enim  Pater.  Secundum  autem  dilectionem 
et  humanitatem,  et  quod  omnia  possit,  etiam  hoc  concedit  iis  qui  se  diligunt,  id  est,  videre 

Deum. Homo  etenim  a  se  non  videt  Deum.  Ille  autem  volens  videtur  hominibus,  quibus  vult, 

et  quando  vult,  et  quemadmodum  vult.  Potens  est  enim  in  omnibus  Deus :  visus  quidem  tunc 
per  spiritum  prophetiae,  visus  autem  et  per  Filium  adoptive.  Videbitur  autem  et  in  regno  coelo- 
rum  patemaliter.  Iren.  1.  4.  cap.  20.  al.  37.  n.  5.  p.  254.* 

So  likewise  when  Christ  is  called  ^  the  image  of  God**  in  2  Cor.  iv  .  4.  the  place  before 
cited,  the  meaning  is,  that  he  was  so  in  this  world.     This  I  think  to  be  exceeding  evident  from 

the  context,  which  will  be  now  recited  more  at  large  : "  lest  the-light  of  the  glorious  gospel 

of  Christ,  who  is  the  image  of  God,  should  shine  unto  them  ■  For  God,  who  commanded  the 
light  to  shine  out  of  darkness,  hath  shined  in  our  hearts,  to  give  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of 
the  glory  of  God,  in  the  face^'*  or  person,  **  oS  Jesus  Christ." 

ft  follows  in  the  same  Col.  i.  IS.  "  Who  is  the  first-born  of  every  creature,'^  iyx  rather,  ajs 

•  I  tntist  transcribe  Grotias  here.  Q«t  est  imago  Dei  invisi'-  .]>arQit,  quam  Deus  esset  fiapiens^  potens,  bonus.   Sic  in  aqu^ 

.JHlu]  Dei  inaspecti  aspectabilis  imago.  Ita  ienim  Latini  loquun-  solem  conspicimus.  Aliud  imago,  aliud  umbra,  qualis  in  Lege« 

tur.  Idem sen8us2  Cor.  iv.  4. et  1  Tim.  iii.  16.  lieb. i.  3.  Adam  Heb.  x.  i.    Grot,  ad  Col.  i.  15, j 
imago  Dei  fuit>  sed  valde  tenuis.   InCbristo  perfectissime  ap- 
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feems  to  me,  "  of  the  whcJe  creation.  w^ftwoToxac  vrtKrv^i  nrKreug:  that  i*,  he  is  the  chief,  the4ni>;R; 
excellent  of  the  whole  creation.  Pelagius  says,  it  is  to  be  understood  of  Christ  in  regard  to  his 
humanity.  He  is  the  first,  not  in  time,  but  in  dignity.  So  it  is  said,  "  Israel  is  my  first-born.*'' 
Primogenitus  secundum  assumpti  hominis  formam,  non  tempore,  sed  honore,  juxta  illud  :  '  Filius 
metis  prhnogenitus  IsraeV  Pelag.  in  loc.  Ap.  Hieron.  tom.  V.  p.  IO7O.' 

Grotius  understands  it  of  the  new  creation.  He  rerers  to  2  Cor.  v.  I7.  Rev.  xxi.  5.  Heb.  ii.  5. 
to  which,  perhaps,  might  have  been  added  Heb.  xii.  23.  "  The  church  of  the  first-born,  whose 
names  are  written  in  heaven."'  He  likewise  says,  that  in  the  sacred  scriptures  "  tlie  first-bom" 
>sometimes  denotes  the  greatest  or  highest,  and  refers  to  Ps.  Ixxxix.  27.  Jer.  xxxi.  9.  Primus  in 

-creatione,  nova  scilicet,  de  qua  2  Cor.  v^  17* Primogenitum  Hebraeis  dicitur  et  quod  pri- 

mum,  et  quod  summum  est  in  quoque  genere. 

For  the  explication  of  what  follows:  I  mean  Col.  i.  16 — 20,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to 
vGxotius. 

Heb.  i.  1,  2.  "  God,  who  at  sundry  times,  and  ii]  divers  manners,  spake  in  time  past  unto 
ithe  Fathers  by,"    or  in    «« the  prophets,  hath  in   these   last  days  spoken  unto   us  by,"   or  in 

^*  his  Son,"  the  promised  Messiah  :         iv  roic  'm^o<pvircti; 5;  via.     "  Whom  he  has  appointed 

heir  of  all  things :  by  whom  also  he  made  the  worlds."  Grotius  thinks  that  the  Greek 
phrase  may  be  rendered  "  for  whom^"  Avhich  is  very  suitable  to  the  coherence,  it  having 
been  before  said,  that  he  was  "  appointed  heir^*'  or  lord  "  of  all  things."  Videtur  it  8  hie 
recte.accipi  posse  pro  Si  ov,  "propter  quem."  Ideo  autem  Tiaec  interpretatio  hoc  loco  maxime 
mihi  sc  probat,  quia  ad  Hebr^os  scribens  videtur  respicerc  ad  dictum  vetus  Hebrasorutn,  propter 
Messiam  conditmn  esse  mundum«^ 

Ter.  3.  **  Who  being  the  brightness  of  his  glory,  and  the  express  image  of  his  person."  That 
*expresseth  the  glory  of  Jesus  Christ  in  this  world.  He  is  the  refulgence  of  his  Father's  glory, 
which  shone  upon  him,  and  was  seen  in  bim.  In  him  appeared  the  wisdom,  the  power,  the  truth, 
the  holiness^  the  goodness,  the  mercifulness  of  God.  It  is  much  the  same  as  "  the  form  of  God,*' 
Philip,  ii.  6.     Says  Grotius,  *0f  m  axetvyctciiM  tv\(;  JoHjic— — Repercussus  divinae  majestatis,  qualis 

^st  solis  in  nube,  quae  dicitur  'mccpviXioi Majestas  divina,  cum  per  se  conspici  nequeat,  cernituT 

in  Cliristo,  sicut  sol,  quem  directe  oculi  nostri  tueri  nequeunt,  cernitur  in  aqua,  speculo,  nube. 
Vide  2  Cor.  iv.  4.  CoL  i.  15.  Keu  %«faxTiip  t^c  viroc^uctug  avra — 'Ticoquaii  hie  non  ita  sumitur,  quo- 

inodo  Platonici,  et  post  Origenem  ex  Platonicis  Christiani,  sumpsere, Ita  potentia,  justitia, 

Veritas  in  Deo  Christi  Patre  sunt  primario,  in  Christo  vero  secunaario^  sed  ita  ut  nobis  in  Cliristo 
<ea  evidenter  appareant.  Job.  xiv*  9- 

The  same  ver.  8.  «  and  upholding  all  things  by  the  word  of  his  power."  This  must  relate  to 
our  Saviour's  transactions  in  this  world,  because  it  precedes  the  mention  9f  his  death,  which 
follows  next.  I  have  looked  into  Brenius,  who  says  the  same  :  and  I  shall  transcribe  him,  as  it 
is  likely  you  have  him  not  with  you.  Cumque  omnia  potent!  suo  jussu  in  terris  ferret,  ^e^eiv  hie, 
ait  interpretes  nonnulli  recte  annotant,  potius  significat  agere,  sive  moderaii,  et  gubernare, 
quam  portare  aut  ferre :  nisi  ferendi  aut  portandi  verbum  hoc  sensu  accipiatur,  ut  metaphorice 
designet  Christum  etiam  in  terris  munus  suum  administrantem,  omrtia  ad  regni  coelestis  in  terris 
dispensationem  pertinentia,  velut  humeris  suis  portasse.  Conf.  Is.  ix.  6. 

To  the  same  purpose  likewise  Limborch,  whom  1  shall  transcribe  also  in  part.  Sic  videmus 
Domini  Jesu  potentiae  omnia  fuisse  subjecta,  ej usque  miracula  fuisse  universalia  in  totam  natu- 

ram ;  nullamque  fuisse  creaturam,  quin  imperium  ipsius  agnoverit Quibus  omnibus  praeconii 

Bui  divinitatem  adstruxit,  seque  a  Deo  Patre  suo  esse  missum  probavit.  Quae  omnia  solo  jussu 
^fficere,  vere  divinum  est  Et  qui  id  facit  quasi  imago  Dei  est,  potentiamque  divinam  in  se  re- 
isidere  ostendit. 

Hereby  then,  is  represented  the  power  residing  in  Jesus,  whereby  he  \vrought  the  greatest 

■  '  By  Christ  wc  ire  all  called  to  be  the  first-born,  that  is,  '  done.     Such  were  the  patriarchal,  that  of  the  \a^,  that  of 

*  to  be  all  hallowed,  and  to  be  called  G6d*s  peculiar,  as  were  '  the  Messiah,  that  of  the  antediluvians ^These  were  pro- 

'  the  first-born,  before  the  Levites  were  taken  in  their  stead.'  *  perly  aiwvs$,  ages.'  Admit,  then,  the  interpretation  of  Gro« 

Dr.  Sykesupon  Heb.  xii.  23.  tius,  ^/s,  to  be  "  for  whom.''  And  we  have  a  mostjapt  and 

•»  Moreover  it  might  be  observed,  '  That  Dr.  Sykes  says,  beautiful  sense,  which  is  this,  '  "  For  whom  also,*'  or  "  for 

*  the  word  aiujyas,  which  wc  render  worlds,  does  not  signify  '  whose  sake  also,"  or  in  respect  to  whom,  he  disposed  and 
'  *'  the  heavens,  and  the  earth,  and  all  things  that  are  in  *  ordered  the  ages,  that  is,  the  antediluvian,  the  patriarchal, 

*  them  r*  but  It  means,  he  says,  properly,  "  ages,"  or  "  cer-  '  the  legal  ages  or  periods,  and  all  tb&  divine  dbpensatioiis  to- 
"*  tarn  periods  of  time^"  m  which  such  or  such  things  were  '  wards  the  sons  of  men/ 
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itairades,  whenever  he  pleased,  by  ata  effectual  al]-cominandihg  word,  healing  diseases,  raising 
f  he  dead,  rebuking  stormy  winds  and  waves,  and  they  subsided,  multiplying  provisions  in  de- 
sert places,  causing  a  fish  to  bring  a  stater  for  the  tribute*money  to  be  paid  to  the  temple,  for 
himself  and  the  disciple  at  whose  house  he  was  entertained. 

It  follows  in  the  same  verse,  "  when  he  had  by  himself  purged  our  sins,  sat  down  on  the 
right  hand  of  the  Majesty  on  high.*'  Which  last  words  include  our  Lord's  resurrection  from  the 
dead,  and  his  ascension  to  heaven,  and  there  sitting  on  tlie  right  hand  of  the  Father.  Upon 
which  the  apostle  farther  enlargeth. 

Ver.  4, 5.  "  Being  made  so  much  bette^than  the  angels,  as  he  has  by  inheritance  obtained 
a  more  excellent  name  than  they.  For  unto  which  of  the  angels  said  he  at  any  time,  Thou  art 
my  son,  this  day  have  I  begotten  thee  ?*'  See  2  Sam.  vii.  14.  rs.  ii.  ?•  Ixxxix.  2(),  27. 

Ver.  6.  <^  And  again,  when  he  bringeth  in  the  first^begotten  into  the  world,  he  saith.  And 
let  all  the  angels  of  God  worship  him." 

Mr.  Peirce's  paraphrase  of  ver.  6.  is  thus :  « So  far  is  he  from  speaking  in  such  a  manner  of 

*  any  of  the  angds,  tnat  on  the  contrary,  when  he  brings  a^n  his  first-begotten  into  the  world, 
<  raising;  him  from  the  dead,  he  says,  and  let  all  the  angels  of  God  be  subject  to  him.''  See 
1  Pet.  iii.  21,  22——**  by  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ;  who  is  gone  into  heaven,  and  is  on 
the  right  hand  of  God,  angels,  and  authorities,  and  powers  being  m^e  subject  unto  him.'' 

Ver.  7*  ^^  And  of  the.  angejb  he  saith,  who  maketh  his  angels  spirits,  and  his  ministers  a 
flame  of  fire." 

Yer.  8.  "  But  unto  the  Son  he  saith.  Thy  throne,  O  God,  is  for  ever  and  ever :  a  sceptre 
of  righteousness  is  the  sceptre  of  thy  kingdom."  Ver.  9.  *^  Thou  hast  loved  righteousness  and 
hated  iniquity ;  therefore  God,  even  thy  God,  has  anointed  thee  with  the  oil  oi  gladness  above 
thy  fellows." 

«^  But  unto  the  Son  he  saith."  I  think  it  should  be  thus  rendered :  «•  but  of  Ae  Son  he 
saith,  \oT,'\  with  regard  to  the  Son,  he  saith.*'  For  in  the  original  it  is  the  same  phrase, 
ivhich  in  the  seventh  verse  we  have  translated,  "  of  the  angels  he  saith."  So,  here,  "  With 
regard  to  the  Son,  he  saith.  Thy  throne,  O  God,  is  for  ever  and  ever."  The  words  are  in 
P&.  xlv.  6.  "  Thy  throne,  O  God,  is  for  ever  and  ever.  The  sceptre  of  thy  kingdom  is  a  right 
sceptre."  The  writer  of  this  epistle  to  the  Hebrews  says,  *  And  with  re^d  to  the  Son,  or  the 
Messiah,  God's  throne  is  for  ever  and  ever:'  that  is,  the  kingdom  of  God,  erected  by  the 
Messiah,  is  to  have  no  period :  and  this  is  expressed  in  the  words  of  the  Psalmist  here  quoted. 
Comp.  Luke  i.  33,  34.  So  likewise  Dan.  ii.  44.  And  "  in  the  days  of  these  kings  shall  the 
God  of  heaven  set  up  a  kingdom,  which  shall  never  be  destroyed."  And  in  Rev.  xiv.  6.  the 
doctrine  to  be  preached  to  all  nations  is  called  **  the  everlasting  gospel." 

Here  I  recwlect  a  passage  in  Origen^s  books  against  Celsus,  who  mforms  us  he  had  met  with 
a  Jew,  esteemed  a  very  learned  man,  *  who  said  tnat  those  words,  "  Thy  throne,  O  God,  is  for 
«  ever  and  ever :  the  sceptre  of  thy  kingdom  is  a  right  sceptre :"  are  addressed  to  the  God  of  the 

*  universes  but  the  following  words,  "  thou  lovest  righteousness  and  hatest  iniquity ;  therefore 

*  God,  thy  God,  hath  anointed  thee  with  the  oil  of  gladness  above  thy  fellows,"  are  addressed 
«  to  the  Messiah.'  K«i  fufiyyiiLai  ye  vavv  flA/4/«;  rov  tHiMiov,  vofiiKoiJievov  <ro<J)ev,  fx  Kileuc  ravr^^.  O; 
^(oc  avTViV  ttico^KV^  eire  rm  t^  ecturs  i^ai^f^  «xoAou6tf*  eix£  vf^og  (uv  rov  rmf  oA«v  6*ov  nf^atm  to,  p 
^povof  m  0  6€og  etg  rwf  Udcovct  th  aimvo;,  fatSog  ev^vrctrog  if  ptt&og  nug  €affsKimg  tru*  Wfo;  ie  tov  XP^^^ 
TO,  ifytfTjjctff  SixatomnfVfVf  xat  ifi4<rvi<rttg  avofutcv.  Aict  r^zo  ex^ttrB  ce  o  ^eog  o  6eog  c»,  Hat  ret  elm.  Contr* 
Cels.  i.  1.  p.  43.    Cant.  Tom.  1.  p.  S71.    Bened. 

Origen  did  not  approve  of  that  interpretation ;_  but  to  me  it  appears  both  vefjr  right  and  very 
valuable.  Nor  is  it  so  difficult,  but  that  it  might  have  been  discerned  by  a  Chri^an,  were  it  not 
that  we  are  strangely  misled  by  a  great  variety  of  wrong  notions  which  prevail  amongst  us. 

So  again,  Ver.  10.  «  And  thou.  Lord,  in  the  beginninghast  laid  the  foundfttion  of  the  earth, 
and  the  heavens  are  the  work  of  thy  hands.**  Ver.  11.  "They  shall  perish,  but  thou  remainest : 
and  they  all  shall  wax  old  like  a  garment"  Ver.  12.  "  And  as  a  vesture  shalt  thou  fold  them  up, 
and  they  shall  be  changed :  but  thou  art  the  same,  and  thy  years  shall  not  fail."  Which  words 
area  quotation  from  Ps.  cii.  £5,  26,  27.  Where  they  are  addressed  to  God ;  and  so  they  are  here. 
In  order  to  preserve  the  connection,  we  are  to  supply  some  such  words  as  these  at  the  beginning 
of  the  quotation.     «  And  of  the  Son,  or  with  regard  to  the  Son,  or  the  Messiah,  the  scripture 
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saith,^  "  And  thou,  Lord/* ^that  is,  upon  account  of  the  dispensation  by  the  Messiah^  which 

is  to  last  for  ever,  are  applicable  those  words  :  **  And  thou.  Lord,*'  and  what  follows. 

The  apostle,  the  more  effectually  to  secure  the  steadfastness  of  the  Jewish  believers,  observes 
to  them  the  excellence,  the  importance,  the  wide  extent  and  long  duration  of  the  divine  dispen* 
sation  by  the  Messiah.  The  dispensation  by  Moses  was  limited  to  one  nation,  and  to  a  certaia 
period  of  time.  But  the  dispensation  of  the  Messiah  was  to  be  an  universal  blessing,  and  to 
subsist  to  the  end  of  time.  And  to  the  kingdom  of  God  by  the  Messiah  are  fitly  apphcable  the 
texts  cited  in  this  place  from  the  Old  Testament. 

In  a  word,  hereby  are  shown  the  dignity  and  excellence  of  the  evangelical  dispensation,  in 
that  higher  expressions  are  used  concerning  it,  than  can  be  applied  to  any  other. 

I  think  I  have  above  shown  from  scripture,  that  Jesus  Christ  was  a  man  like  unto  us,  or 
having  a  human  soul,  as  well  as  a  human  body.  Nor  have  you  any  reason  upon  that  account  to 
suspect  me  of  heterodoxy.  I  think  myself  therein  both  a  catholic,  and  a  scriptural  Christian* 
It  has  been  the  general  belief  of  the  church  of  Christ  in  all  ages.  And  the  glory  of*  the  evange- 
liod  dispensation  depends  upon  it.  In  Socrates,  the  ecclesiastical  historian,  there  is  a  chapter, 
where  it  is  asserted,  that  this  was  the  opinion  of  all  the  ancients  in  general,  eiJL^v%w  rov  £y/rvdf  mth- 
rtfVTff,  of  Irenaeus,  Clement  of  Alexanoria,  Apollinarius  of  Hierapolis,  Serapion  Bishop  of  An- 
tioch,  Origen  and  others.     Socrat.  1.  S.  cap.  Viii.  Conf.  Theodoret.  H.  £.  1.  5.  cap.  ix.  et.  x. 

I  can  easily  show  it  to  have  been  the  opinion  of  some  later  writers,  who  have  always  been  in 
great  repute  for  theip  right  faith. 

Epiphanius  expresseth  himself  upon  this  subject  very  particularly,  and  very  emphatically.  For 
though  our  Saviour  was  not  bom  in  the  ordinary  way  of  human  generation,  axo  trxipiictroi  mfifog 
«vx  fjVf  he  says,  he  was  perfect  man,  and  was  tempted  like  unto  us,  but  without  sin.  ticeyra  yap 
reXetug  etrx^t  '^^  w«vt«  fj^wv,  trapHd^  aai  vevpa^  Kcct  Cj)AfStff,  xm  za  otKXet  Tctvra  otra  bc;i\  \|/VXmv  ^^  «Aiifliv«c  %tu 
8  JoKi^d-fi-  liuv  it  K«/  ra  vuyrra  otnt  eqnf  ev  ry  av^^orrviffit,  xt^ftQ  ufiapriccf^  «c  yeyf^rm  Heb.  iv.  15. 

Ha^.  69*  n.  xxv.  p.  750. 

To  the  like  purpose  Jerom  in  several  places,  more  than  need  to  be  cited  here. 

Quod  autem  infert :  *  Homo  in  dolore,  et  sciens  ferre  infirmitatem,'  sive  *  virum  dolorumi 
et  scientem  infirmitatem,'  verum  corpus  hominis,  et  veram  demonstrat  animam.  Hieron  in  Is* 
cap.  Uii.  tom.  III.  p.  383. 

Quod  si  opposuerint  nobis  hi,  qui  Christum  negant  humanam  habuisse  animam,  sed  in  hu- 
mano  corpore  Deum  fuisse  pro  anima,  audiant  in  Christo  substantiam  animas  demonstrari*  Id. 
in  Amos.  cap.  vi.  ib.  p.  1427. 

Quod  autem  ^ritus  accipiatur  pro  anima,  manifesto  significat  Salvatoris  oratio :  <  Pater,  in 
manus  tuas  commendo  spiritum  meum.'  Neque  enim  Jesus  aut  perversum  spiritiun,  quod  cogi* 
tare  quoque  nefas  est,  aut  Spiritum  Sanctum,  qui  ipse  Deus  est,  Patri  poterat  commendare,  et 
non  potius  animam  suam,  de  qua  dixerat :  <  Tristis  est  anima  mea  usque  ad  mortem.'  Matt  xxvu 
38.  Id.  in.  Abac.  cap.  ii.  ib.  p.  1618. 

I  shall  not  transcribe  here  any  thing  from  Augustin,  but  only  refer  you  to  one  jdace  in  him; 
Contr.  sermon.  Arian.  cap.  ix.  tom.  VIII.* 

I  shall  proceed  no  "farther  at  this  time.  I  need  not  tell  you,  that  the  Unity  of  God  is  an  in*. 
portant  article  of  natural  religion.  And  after  it  has  been  so  strongly  asserted  in  the  Jewish  re- 
velation, and  has  been  as  clearly  taught  in  the  New  Testament,^  it  ought  not  to  be  given  up  by 
Christians. 

If,  Papinian,  you  will  bestow  a  few  thoughts  upon  these  papers^  and  send  me  the  result  oi 
them,  without  compliment,  and  without  resentment,-  you  ¥dll  oblige 

PHILALETHES- 

»  That  passage  may  be  seen  above,  p.  375.  note  ^  Rom.  xv.  6.  xvi.  27.  1  Cor.  viii.  6.  2  CoTrXi.  31,  Epb.  iv.  & 

•  See  Mark  xii.  39.  Matt.  xix.  17.  Mark  x.  18.  John  xvil  3.     1  Tim,  ii.  5.  vi.  15,  X6.  and  clwwhere. 
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THE    FIRST    POSTSCRIPT, 

CONTAINING  AN  EXPLICATION  OF  THOSE  WORDS,  *THE  SPIRIT,  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT, 
AND  THE  SPIRIT  OF  GOD,'  AS  USED  IN  THE  SCRIPTURES. 

Philalethes,  when  he  wrote  the  foregoing  letter,  had  no  occasion  ta  proceed  any  farther  thkn 
he  did.  But  now  he  thinks,  that  if  he  could  rightly  explain  those  words,  the  Spirit,  and  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  the  like,  he  should  do  a  real  service  to  religion,  and  contribute  to  the  under- 
standing of  the  scriptures. 

This  Postscript  will  consist  of  three  sections.  In  the  first  shall  be  an  argument,  showing  the 
several  acceptations  of  the  words,  the  Spirit,  and  the  Hol^  Spirit.  In  the  second  section  such 
texts  will  be  considered,  as  may  be  supposed  to  aflTord  objections.  In  the  third  divers  other 
texts  will  be  explained. 

SECTION  I. 

An  Argument.  In  showing  the  several  acceptations  of  these  words  in  scripture,  I  begin 
with  a  passage  of  Maimonides,  generally  reckoned  as  learned  and  judicious  a  writer  as  any  of 
the  Jewish  Rabbins. 

*  The "  word  Spirit,'  says  he,  *  has  several  senses.     1.  It  signifies  the  air,  that  is,  one  of  the 

*  four  elements.     "  And  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  moved  upon  the  face  of  the  waters,*'  Gen.  i.  2^ 

2.  *  It  signifies  wind.  "  And  the  east-wind  brought  the  locusts,*'  Ex.  x.  13.  Afterwards, 
<  ver.  19.  "  And  the  Lord  turned  a  mighty  strong  west-wind,  which  took  away  the  locusts.'*^ 
«  And  in  like  manner  very  often. 

3.-  *  It  is  taken  for  the  vital  breath.     "  He  remembered  that  they  were  but  flesh,  a  wind, 

*  [a  spirit,]  that  passeth  away,  and  cometh  not  again,"  Ps.  Ixxviii.  39.  And,  "all  flesh,  wherein 
^  is  the  breath  of  life,"  Gen.  vi.  17. 

4.  *  It  is  taken  for  the  incorruptible  part  of  men,  which  survives  after  death.  "  And  the 
«  spirit  shall  return  to  God  who  gave  it,**  Ecc.  xii.  7. 

5.  *  It  signifies  the  Divine  Influence,  inspiring  the  prophets,  by  virtue  of  which  they  pro- 

*  phesied.  "  I  will  take  care  of  the  spirit  that  is  in  thee,  and  will  put  it  upon  them,"  Numb.  xi. 
«  17.     «  And  the  spirit  rested  upon  them,**  ver.  26.     "  The  spirit  of  the  Lord  spake  by  me,  and 

*  his  word  was  in  my  tongue/*  2  Sam.  xxxiii.  2. 

*  Rttach  yox  est  horaonyma.  Significat  enim>  primo,  Aereiti,  tern.   Ut  K0I  nicfao,  *  omnem  spiritam  suum  profert  staltus.* 

hoc  est,  unum  ex  quatuor  elementis:  ut  '  Veruach/  et  Spi-  Pr.  xxix.  11.  hoc  est>  omnem  int^itiouero,  voluntatem  suam. 

ritvis  Domini  incubabat  super  aquas.*  Gen.  i.  2.     '  Deinde/  Sic,  £t  '  exhaurietur*  ruach  '  spiritus  iBgypti  in  medio  ejus, 

sfgnificat  spiritum  flantera,  h.  e.  ventum.    Ut  '  Veruacb,  et  et  consilium  €JU8  absorbebo«  Is.  xix.  a.  i.  e.  dissipabitor  pro- 

spiritus  (ventus)  orientalis  attulit  locustas.*  Ex.  x.  13.    Item,  positum  ipsius,  et  guberaatio  ipsios  abscondetur.  Sic,  'Quis 

*  Ruach>  spiritus  occidentalis.*  ib.  ver.  IQ.    £t  sic  ssepissime.  direxit  ruach  Domini,  et  quis  vir  consilii  ejus,  ut  indicare 

*  Tertio,'  sumltur  pro  spiritu  vitali.  Ut '  Ruach;  spiritus  vitse.*  possit  eum.'  Is.  xl.  13.  hoc  est,  Quis  est»  qui  sciat  ordinem 
Gen.  vi.  17.  'Quarto,*  sumitur  de  parte  illi  hominis  in-  voluntatis  ejus,  aut  qui  apprebendat  et  assequatur,  qn^  ratione 
cormptibili,  qua;  superstes  remanet  post  mortem.  Ut '  Ve-  banc  rerum  universitatem  gubemet,  et  qui  eum  indicare  pos« 
ruach,  et  spiritus  hominis  redit  ad  Deum,  qui  dedit  eum.'  Ecc.  sit.  Vides  ef]gO|  quod  hsec  vox,  '  ruach,*  quando  Deo  attri- 
xii.  7-  '  Quinto,'  significat  influentiam  divinam,  a  Deo  baitur,  ubique  sumatur  panim  in  quint^i  partim  in  sext^  et 
prophetis  instillatam,  cujus  virtute  prophetabant,  quemadmo*  tltimft  significatione,  qu&tenus  voluntatem  significat.  £x* 
dum  explicaturi  sumus,  quando  de  prophetic  agemus  \  cujus  ponatur  in  quoque  loco  pro  ratione  rerum  et  circumstantiarum. 
ratio  quoque  in  hoc  libro  pertractanda.  *  £t  separabo,*  miu  Rabbi  MosisMaimonidis  liber  More  Nevochim.  Part  I.  cap.xl. 
ruach,  '  de  spiritu,  qui  est  in  te,  et  ponam  in  eis.*  Numb.  xi.  Veritas  et  quidditas  prophetis  nihil  aliud  est,  quam  infiu- 
17*  *  ^t  ^uit,  cum  quievisset  super  eos*  haruach  *  spiritus.*  entia  a  Deo  Opt.  Max.  mediante  intellectu,  agens  super  fa* 
ver.  26.  Item,  Ruach,  *  ^ritus  loqautus  est  in  me.*  2  Sam.  cultatem  rationalem  primo,  deinde  super  facultatem  imaglna« 
xxiil  2.  '  Sexto/  significat  quoque  propositum,  et  volunta*  riam  influens.    Id  More  Nevochim.  P.  II.  cap.  36. 
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61  *  It  also  sighifies  design,  will,  purpose.  "  A  fool  uttereth  all  hfs  mind^*^  nterally,  spfritt, 
«  Prov.  xxix.  11.  "  And  the  spirit  of  Egypt  shaM  fail  in  the  midst  thereof,  and  I  will  destroy 
« the  counsel  thereof,"  Isv  xix.  3.  *♦  Wha  has  directed  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  or  being  hia 
^counsellor  has  taught  htm  ?"  Is,  xl.  IS* 

*  It  is  evident  therefore,*  says  he,  *  that  the  word  spirit,  when  spoken  of  God,  is  to  be  alwayt 
«  understood,  either  in  the  fifth,  or  the  sixth  and  last  acceptation  of  the  word,  according  aa  the 
'*  coherence  and  circumstances  of  things  direct.* 

This  passage  of  Maimonides,  which  I  have  here  transcribed  at  length,  has  been  taken  notice 
of  by  divers  learned  Christian  writers.* 

My  design  leads  me  to  observe  those  texts  only  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament,,  where  the 
word  spirit  is  spo4cen  of  God,  or  such  other^  as  may  tend  to  explain^  those  texts. 

And,  first  of  all,  I  think,  that  in  many  places  the  Spirit,^  or  the  Spirit  of  God,  or  the  Holy 
Ghost,  is  equivalent  to  God  himself 

The  spirit  of  a  roan  is  the  same  as  man.  So  the  Spirit  of  God  must  be  the  same  as  God  him^ 
self.  1  Cor.  ii.  11.  "  What  man  knoweth  the  things  of  a  man,,  save  the  spirit  of  man,  that  is  in 
him  ?  Even  so  the  things  of  God  knoweth  no  man,  [or  na  one}  but  the  Spirit  of  God.** 

1  Cor.  XVI.  17,  18.  "I  am  glad  of  the  coniing  of  Stephanas,  and  Fortunatusi  and  Achaicus*~ 
^or  they  have  refreshed  my  spirit,  and  yours :"  that  is^  me  and  you.  Or,  as  Mr.  Locke  para- 
phraseth  the  place.  *  For  by  the  account,  which  they  have  given  me  of  you,^  they  have  qmeted 
*  my  mind,  and  yo*n?s  too.* 

Gal.  vL  18..  "  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  your  spirit  V  that  is,  with  you, 
2  Tim.  iv.  2«..    **  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  thy  ^ijrit,"  or  with  thee 

Ps.  cxxxix.  «*  Whither  shall  I  go  from:  thjr  Spirit  ?^  that  Is,  from  Thee.  **  Or  whither 
shall  I  flee  from  thy  presence  ?'**  In  like  manner  it  is  said,,  with  regard  to  Moses.  Ps;  cvi\  33. 
•*  because  they  provoked  Ws  spirit/*  meaning  him.. 

Is..  Ixiii.  10^  «^  But  they  rebelled,  and  vexed  his  Holy  Spirit.**^  Which  in  other  texts  is 
expressed  in  this  manner.  Numb*  xix.  11^  ♦*  And  the  Ix)rd  said  unto  Moses  t  How  long  will 
this^  people  psovoke  me  !'*  Ps.  Ixxviii..  56.  "  Yet  they  tempted,  and  provoked  the  most  high 
God,^  and  kept  not  hiss  testimonies^*  Ps..  xcv^  **  When  your  fathers  tempted  mej^  proved  me, 
aiid  saw  my  work.*' 

Soul  is  a  word  resembling  spirit,,  and  often  sigiiifies  man,  or  person.    Lev.  iv.  Si    ^  If  a  soul 
-rfiall  sin  through  ignorance" — Acts  ii.  41.  *<  And  the  same  day  were  added  to  them  three  thous* 
sand  souli?.**^  So  likewise  ch.  viL  14.  and  in  very  many  other  places; 

And  my  soul  is.  the  same  as  I,  or  myself*  Gen.,  xii.  IS.  "  And  my  soul  shall  live  because 
of  thee.**  chi  xix.  10.  "  that  my  soul  may  bless  thee,  before  I  die.**  2  Sam.  iv.  9.  "  As  the 
Lord  liveth^  who  has  redeemed  my  soul  out  of  all  adversity.**^  Job  x.  1.  •*  Mv  soul  is  weary  of 
my  life.**  See  alsa  ch.  vii-  15..  Ps.  xxxv.  9*  ^  And  my  soul  shall  be  joyiul  iu  the  Lord.** 
Is.  Ixi..  ICK  "  I  will  gfeatly  rejoice  iu  the  Lord :.  ray  soul  shall  be  joyful  in  my  God.**  Matt, 
xxvi.  38.  "  My  soul  is  exceeding  sorrowful  unto,  death.**' 

Tlie  Divine  Being  himself  sometimes  adopts  this  form  of  speech*  Is.  f.  14.  "  Your  new 
moons,  and  your  appointed  feasts,  my  soul  hateth.  They  are  a  trouble  unto  mc  I  am  weary 
ta  bear  them.'*^    Where,  *my  soul'  is  the  same  as  I,  which  is  iu  the  following  cluuse.^ 

la.  xlii.  1.^  •*  My  elect,  in  whom  my  soul  delighteth,**  or,^  in  whom  I  delight..  Compare 
Matt.  xii.  18.     And  see  Jer.  v..  9-  ch.  vi..  8.  and  other  places. 

Secondly,  By  the  Spirit  of  God,  or  the  Spirit,  or  the  Holy  Ghost,  is  often  meant  iHe  power,, 
or  wisdom  of  God,  or  his  will  and  command.. 

Ps.  xxxiii.  6.  "  By  the  word  of  the  Lord  were  the  heavens  madfe  r  and  ail  the  host  of  then^ 
by  the  breath  [or  spirit]  of  hiamouth.**^  Where,  the  wojd  of  the  Lord,  and  the  breath  of  his 
mouth,  are  all  one.  AH  things  came  into  beings  and  were  disposed  by  his  will,^  at  his  wx>rd  and. 
command. 

In  like  manner  Job  xxvi.  IS.  "  By  his  spirit  he  has  ffamished  the  heavens:  his  haiid  has. 
formed  the  crooked  serpent  i**  that  is,  the  winding  constellation  in  the  heavens,  which  we  call 
the  milky- way,  or  the  galaxy.  The  spirit,  or  the  hand  of  God^  which  are  both  one,  has  formed 
all  those  things* 

Micah  ii.  J.    "  O  thou  tliat  iart  named  the  house  of  >  Jacob^  is  the  spirit  of  the  Lord 

^  Selden  de  Sjntdc.  L  2.  c.  4,  &  ui.  vr.   S.  Basnas*  ExeroiUUkmea  io-Baran.  p.  4^ 
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straitened?**  A  part  6f  Mr.  Lowth^s  note  upon  which  words  is  tilus :  *  Is  God^s  hand  or  power 
shortened?'  Comp.  Is.  lix.  1.  "  Behold,  the  Ix>rd*s  hand  is  not  shortened,  that  it  cannot  save.'* 

2^ch.  iv.  6.  "  Not  by  might,  nor  by  power,  but  by  my  spirit,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts.*' 
Here  Mr.  Lowth's  note  is  to  this  purpos^.  *  Zerubabel  and  Joshua,  with  the  Jews  under  their 
•  conduct,  shall  finish  the  temple,  and  re-establish  tlie  Jewish  state,  not  by  force  of  arms,  or  of 
<  human  power,  but  by  the  secret  assistance  of  my  providence.* 

Luke  i.  S5.  "And  the  angel  answered,  and  said  unto  her :  The  Holy  Ghost  shall  come  upon 
thee,  and  the  power  of  the  Highest  shall  overshadow  thee."  The  fatter  words  explain  the. 
former.  And  the  Holy  Ghost  is  said  to  be  the  same  as  the  power  of  God.  Where  likewise  it 
follows :  "  Therefore  also  that  holy  thing,  which  shall  be  born  of  thee,  shall  be  called  the  Son 
of  God." 

Matt.  xii.  28»  *«  But  if  I  cast  out  daemons  by  the  sjpirit  of  God,  then  is^  the  kingdom  of  God 
come  unto  you."  Luke  xi.  20.  "  But  if  I  with  the  finger  of  God  cast  out  daemons,  no  doubt 
the  Icingdom  of  God  is  come  upon  you."* 

iSo  that  the  finger  of  God,  or  the  Spirit  of  God,  is  the  same  as  the  power  of  God,  or  God 
himsdlf.  As  St.  l^ter  says,  Acts  ii.  22.  "  Ye  men  of  Israel,  hear  these  words :  Jesus  of  Naza- 
reth, a  man  approved  of  God  annrng  you  by  miracles  and  wonders,  and  signs,  which  God  did 
by  him,  in  the  midst  of  you,  as  ye  yourselves  also  know."   • 

To  which  two  texts  of  St.  Matthew  and  St.  Luke,  just  alleged,  may  be  added,,  as  very  simi- 
lar, if  not  exactly  parallel,  some  others.  2  Cor.  iii.  S.  "  Forasmuch  as  ye  are  manifestly  de- 
clared to  be  the  episde  of  Christy  ministered  by  us,,  written  not  with  ink,  but  with  the  spirit  of 
the  Irving  God :  not  in  tables  of  stone,  but  in  fleshly  tables  of  the  heart."  Undoubtedly  alluding 
to  what  IS  said  of  the  two  tables  containing  the  ten  commandments.  Ex.  xxxi.  18.  and  Deut. 
ix.  10.  that  they  were  written  by  the  finger  of  God,  or  miraculously  by  God  himself.  So  alsa 
Ps.  viii.  3.  **  When  I  consider  thy  heavens,  the  work  of  thy  fingers,  the  moon  and  the  stars^ 
whkh  thou  hast  ordained."     See  ratrick  upon  £x.  xxxi.  18. 

Thirdly,  by  the  Spirit,  or  the  Spirit  (A  God,  or  the  Holy  Ghost,  is  oftentimes  meant  an 
extraordinary  gift  from  God  of  jpower,  wisdom,  knowledge  and  understanding. 

Sometimes  hereby  ia  intended  courage,  or  wisdom,  or  some  one  particidar  advantage  only.. 
At  other  times  hereby  is  intended  a  plentiful  efiusion  of  a  variety  of  spiritual  gifts. 

For  which  reason  it  will  be  needful  to  allege,  under  this  article,  many  texts  both  from  the 
Old  and  the  New  Testament. 

Ex.  xxxi.  1 — 7-  "  And  the  Lord  spake  unto  Moses,  saying,  See  I  have  called  by  name 
Bezideel  the  son  of  Uri,  the  son  of  Hur,  of  the  tribe  of  Judah.  And  I  have  filled  him  with  the 
sjnrit  of  Gt)d,  in  wisdom  and  in  knowledge,  and  in  all  manner  of  workmanship,  to  devise  cunm'ng 

work  in  gold,  and  in  silver,  and  in  brass And  beliold,  I  have  given  with  him  Ahohab, 

and  in  the  hearts  of  all  that  are  wise-hearted^  I  have  put  wisdom,  that  they  may  make  all  that  I 
have  commanded  thee."    See  also  ch.  xxxv.  30 — 35,  and  xxxi  v.  1,  2. 

Numb.  xi.  16,  17«  "  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  Gather  to  me  seventy  men  of  the 
elders  of  the  people  : — and  I  will  take  of  the  spirit  which  is  upon  thee,  and  will  put  it  upon 
them.**  No  one  understands  hereby  that  God  intended  to  take  from  Moses  a  spiritual  bemg, 
or  part  of  a  spiritual  being :  but  that  he  determined  to  bestow  upoa  those  elders  quaUficatiens  of* 
wisdom  and.  understandings  resembling  those  in  Moses^t  by  which  he  was  so  eminent  and 
4istin^ished. 

Afterwards  k  is  said,  ver.  25,  $6.  ^  And  the  Lord  came  down  in.  a  cloud,  and  spake  unto 
him,  and  took  of  the  spirit  that  was  upon  him,  and  gave  it  unto  the  seventy  elders.  And  it 
came  to  pass,  thsil  when  the  spirit  rested  upon  them^  they  prophesied,  and  did  not  cease  :**  mean- 
ing for  some  while.  "  But  there  remained  two  of  the  men  in  the  camp :  and  the  spirit  rested, 
upon  them  $---rand  they  prophesied  in  the  camp.'* 

•  'Again,  Matt.  xu.  26^,  **If  I  cast  out  devils  by  the  this  power  the  m^n  Christ  was  enabled*  to  cast  oaf  devils.  For 

spirit  of  Grod>  then  the  kingdom  of  God.  Is  come  unto  yoa.**  he  speaks  of  himself  here  in  his  human^  not  in  his  divine  na« 

Here  the  spirit  of  God  does  not  signify  the  Holy  Ghost,  or  ture,  according  to  tlie  notion,  which  the  pharisees  had  of  him  5 

the  third  person  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  but  the  power  of  God  ;  as  is  plain  from  his  styling  himself  the  Son  of  man,  in  the; 

as  appears  from  the  parallel  passage  in  St.  Luke  xi.  20,  where  sequel  of  his  discourse  to  them.'    Abraham  Le  Mo'mes  Trea» 

ioateadof  the  spirit  of  God^ive  read  the  finger  of  God..    By  tise  on  Miracles*  p.  50. 
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Deul,  xxxiv.  9.  **  And  Joshua  ¥^as  full  of  the  spirit  of  wisdom :  for  Moses  had  laid  hia 
l^ands  upon  him." 

Judges  ill.  10.  "  And  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  came  upon  him,  [Othniel]  and  he  judged  Israel, 
and  went  out  to  war — And  his  hand  prevailed  against  Chushan-rishathaim. 

Judges  vi.  34-.  "  But  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  came  upon  Gideon.'*  Ch.  xi.  29.  "  Then  the 
spirit  of  the  Lord  came  upon  Jephthah.** 

-—  Ch.  xiv.  5,  6.  "  Then  went  Samson  down,  and  his  father  and  his  mother,  to  Timnath  : 
and  behold  a  young  lion  roared  against  him :  and  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  came  mightily  upon 
him :  and  he  rent  him  as  he  would  have  rent  a  kid  :  arid  he  had  nothing  in  his  hand."  See 
likewise  ch.  xv.  14. 

2  Sam.  xxiii.  1 — 3.  **  Now  these  be  the  last  words  of  David.  David  the  son  of  Jesse  said, 
and  the  man,  who  was  raised  up  on  high,  the  anointed  of  the  God  of  Jacob,  and  the  sweet 
Psalmist  of  Israel,  said.  The  spirit  of  the  Lord  spake  by  me,  and  his  word  was  in  my  tongue. 
The  God  of  Israel  said,  the  Rock  of  Israel  spake  to  me :  he  that  ruleth  over  men  must  be  just, 
ruling  in  the  fear  of  God." 

2  Chron.  xx.  14,  15.  "  Then  upon  Jahaziel,  the  son  of  Zechariah,  the  son  of  Benaiab,-~a 
Levite  of  the  sons  of  Asaph,  came  the  spirit  of  the  Lord,  in  the  midst  of  the  congregation'.  And 
he  said :  Hearken  ye,  all  Judah,  and  ye  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem" — Another  instance  of  what 
Maimonides  calls  divine  influence,  whereby  a  man  is  enabled  to  prophesy,  or  give  counsel  from 
God  in  a  difficult  circumstance,  as  that  was  with  the  people  of  Judah. 

So  Ezek.  xi.  4,  5.  "  Therefore  prophesy  against  them,  [prophesy,]  O  son  of  man.  And 
the  spirit  of  the  Lord  fell  upon  me,  and  said  unto  me :  Speak,  thus  saith  tlie  Lord" —  And 
St.  Peter  says,  2  Ep.  i.  20,  21.  **  Knowing  this  first,  that  no  prophecy  of  the  scripture  is  erf 
any  private  interpretation,  [impulse  or  suggestion.]  For  the  prophecy  came  not  in  old  time  by 
the  will  of  man :  but  holy  men  spake  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost,"  or  by  the  divine 
influence.     As  St.  Paul  also  says,  2  Tim.  iii.  16.  "  All  scripture  is  given  by  inspiration  of  God." 

1  Chron.  xii.  18.  "  Then  the  spirit  came  upon  Amasai,  who  was  chief  of  the  captains,  and 
he  said :  Thine  are  we,  David,  and  on  thy  side,  thou  son  of  Jesse.  Peace  be  unto  thee,  and 
peace  be  to  thy  helpers.  For  thy  God  helpeth  thee.  Then  David  received  them."  Patnck's 
comment  is  to  this  purpose  :  ^  The  spirit  of  power,  saith  the  Targum :  that  is,  God  powerfully 

*  moved  him  with  an.  heroical  boldness  and  resolution,  in  the  name  of  them  all  to  protest  fidelity 

*  to  David,  in  such  pathetical  words,  as  convinced  him  they  were  friends.' 

2  Kings  ii.  9.  "  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  they  were  gone  over  {^Jordan]  that  Elijah  said 
unto  Elisha :  Ask,  what  I  shall  do  for  thee,  before  I  be  taken  away  from  thee.  And  Elisna  said : 
I  pray  thee,  let  a  double  portion  of  thy  spirit  be  upon  me." 

By  which  some  have  supposed,  that  Elisha  begged  to  have  as  much  more  of  the  spirit  as 
Elijah  had.  But  as  that  would  be  arrogance,  the  best  commentators  rather  think,  he  only 
desired,  that  he  might  be  as  the  eldest,  or  first-born  among  his  fellow-disciples ;  even  as  the  first- 
born in  a  family  had  a  double  portion  to  that  of  other  children.  See  thereafter,  ver.  15.  and 
Deut.  xxi.  17,  and  Grotius  and  Patrick  upon  this  text.  All  must  be  sensible,  that  a  gift,  not  a 
person  is  here  intended. 

Prov.  i.  23.  "  Turn  you  at  my  reproof.  Behold,  I  will  pour  out  my  spirit  unto  you.  I 
will  make  known  my  words  unto  you."    *  That  is,  I  will  teach  you,  and  enable  you  to  under- 

*  stand  the  rules  of  virtue  and  holiness ;  which  if  you  follow,  you  will  be  happy.'  ^     . 

Zech.  xii.  10.  "  And  I  will  pour  out  upon  the  house  of  David,  and  upon  the  inhabitants 
of  Jerusalem,  the  spirit  of  grace  and  supplications."  Which  cannot  imply  a  promise  of  pouring 
out  upon  them  a  transcendent  being  or  spirit:  but  of  giving  them  the  temper,  the  qualification, 
the  disposition  of  grace  and  supplication. 

There  are  also  in  the  Old  Testament  promises  of  the  spirit  relating  to  the  Messiah. 

Is.  xi.  1 — 3.  "  And  there  shall  come  forth  a  rod  out  of  the  stem  of  Jesse — ^And  the  spirit 
of  the  Lord  shall  rest  upon  him,  the  spirit  of  wisdom  and  understanding,  the  spirit  of  counsel 
and  might,  the  spirit  of  knowledge,  and  of  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  And  shall  make  him  of  quick 
understanding  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord.*' 

Is.  Ixii.  2.  "  Behold  my  servant,  whom  I  uphold,  my  elect,  in  whom  my  soul  deligbteth, 
I  have  put  my  spirit  upon  him.    He  shall  bring  forth  juc^ment  to  the  Gentiles." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Tlie  First  Postscript.  399 

And  the  promises  of  th^  spirit,  in  the  times  of  the  Messiah,  imporf  also  a  plentiful  efilision 
of  spiritual  gifts. 

Is.  xliv.  3.  "  And  I  will  pour  water  upon  him  that  is  thirsty,  and  floods  upon  the  dry  ground* 
I  will  pour  my  spirit  upon  thy  seed,  and  my  blessing  upon  thy  offspring/*  Gomp.  John  vii.  S8, 
89.  Acts  ii.  17,  18.     And  see  Is.  lix.  2.  *Ezek.  xi.  19.  xxxvi.  27.  xxxvii.  14.  xxxix.  29» 

Joel  ii.  28,  29.  "  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  afterwards,  that  I  will  pour  out  my  spnit  upon 
all  flesh.  And  your  sons  and  your  daughters  shall  prophesy.  Your  old  men  shall  dream  dreams» 
your  young  men  shall  see  visions.  And  also  upon  the  servants,  and  the  handaiaids,  in  those 
days  will  I  pour  out  my  spirit.'*     See  Acts  ii.  17,  18. 

In  all  wnich  texts,  as  seems  very  evident,  by  the  spirit,  and  the  spirit  of  God,  and  the 
spirit  of  the  Lord,  is  meant  not  a  bemg,  or  intelligent  agents  but  a  power,  a  gift,  a  favour,  a 
blessing. 

I  proceed  to  the  New  Testament,  in  which  likewise  many  texts  are  to  be  taken  notice 
of  by  us. 

Matt. «.  19,  20.  "  But  when  they  deliver  you  up,  take  no  thought  how,  or  what  ye  shall 
speak.  For  it  shall  be  given  you  in  that  same  hour  what  ye  shall  speak.  For  it  is  not  ye  that 
speak,  but  the  spirit  of  your  Father  which  speaketh  in  you.*' 

Mark  xiii.  11.  "  But  when  they  shall  lead  you,  and  deliver  you  up,  take  no  thought  before- 
hand what  ye  shall  speak,  neither  do  ye  premeditate.  But  whatsoever  shall  be  given  you  in  that 
hour,  that  speak  ye.     For  it  is  not  ye  that  speak,  but  the  Holy  Ghost." 

Luke  xh.  11,  12.  "  And  when  they  bnng  you  unto  the  synagogues,  and  unto  magistrates, 
and  powers ;  take  ye  no  thought  how,  or  what  thing  ye  shall  answer,  or  what  ye  shall  say.  For 
the  Holy  Ghost  shall  teach  you,  in  that  same  hour,  what  ye  ought  to  say.'' 

Luke  xxi.  14,  15.  "  Settle  it  therefore  in  your  hearts,  not  to  meditate  before,  what  ye  shall 
answer.  For  I  will  give  you  a  mouth  and  wisaom,  [or  wise  speech,]  which  all  your  adversaries 
shall  not  be  able  to  gainsay,  or  resist.'* 

How  these  and  the  like  promises  were  afterwards  fulfilled,  when  the  apostles  of  Christ,  and 
other  his  disciples,  were  brought  before  the  Jewish  or  other  rulers  and  governors,  we  see  in 
their  history,  recorded  in  the  book  of  the  Acts.  Of  St.  Stephen,  in  particular,  it  is  said,  ch.  vi- 
9,  10.  "  Then  there  arose  certain,  disputing  with  Stephen.  And  they  were  not  able  to  resist 
the  wisdom  and  the  spirit,  by  which  he  spake.'' 

John  iii.  34.  "  For  he,  whom  God  hath  sent,  speaketh  the  words  of  God.  For  God  giveth 
not  the  spirit  by  measure  unto  him.'*     Here  by  the  spirit,  as  I  suppose,  all  understand  a  gift. 

John  vii.  37 — 39.  "  In  the  last  day,  that  great  day  of  the  feast,  Jesus  stood,  and  cried, 
saying:  If  any  man  thirst,  let  him  come  to  me  and  drink.  He  that  believeth  on  me,  as  the 
scripture  hath  said,  out  of  his  bellv  shall  flow  rivers  of  living  water.  But  this  spake  he  of  the 
spirit,  which  they  that  believe  on  him  should^  receive.  For  the  Holy  Ghost  was  not  yet  given, 
because  that  Jesus  was  not  yet  glorified.*' 

Here  also,  as  is  very  plain,  by  the  spirit,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  is  meant  a  gift;,  or  a  plentiful 
effusion  of  spiritual  gifts. 

John  XX.  19 — ^22.  **  Then  the  same  day  at  evening,  being  the  first  day  of  the  week— came 
Jesus,  and  stood  in  the  midst,  and  saith  unto  them :  Peace  be  unto  you — As  my  Father  hath 
sent  me,  even  so  I  send  you.  And  when  he  had  said  this,  he  breathed  on  them,  and  saith  unto 
them :  Receive  ye  the  Holy  Ghost  :**  that  is,  he  encouraged  them  to  rely  upon  him  for  the  ful- 
filment of  the  promise  he  had  made,  that  they  should  receive  from  above  sutfieient  qualifications 
for  the  discharge  of  their  high  office.  Which  actually  came  to  pass  on  the  day  of  Pentecost 
next  ensuing. 

Acts  i.  4,  5.  "  And  being  assembled  together  with  them,  he  commanded  them,  tliat  they 
should  not  depart  from  Jerusalem,  but  wait  for  the  promise  of  the  Father,  Which,  saith  he,  ye 
have  heard  of  me."  [Luke  xxiv.  49.]  "  For  John  truly  baptized  with  water :  but  ve  shall  be 
baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  not  many  days  hence.**  Which  cannot  be  understood  of  a  per^ 
son.  The  meaning  therefore  is :  ye  shall  be  favoured  with  a  plentiful  efiuaion  of  spiritual  gifts. 
As  the  event  likewise  shows.     See  John  i.  S9.  and  Acts  xi.  lo. 

Ver.  8.  "  But  ye  shall  receive  power,  after  that  the  Holy  Ghost  is  come  upon  you.*' 

Acts  iit  1 — 4,    ««  And  when  the  day  of  Pentecost  was  fully  come^  they  were  all  with  one 
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accwd  in  one  place—  And  they  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghosts  and  began  to  speak  with 
other  tongues,  as  the  spirit  gave  them  utterance.'' 

When  all  men  wondered  at  this  strange  appearance,  and  some  mocked;  ver.  14— 18.  Peter, 
standing  up  says,  "  This  is  that  which  was  spoken  by  ^le  prophet  Joel.  And  it  shall  come  to 
pass  in  the  last  days,  saith  God,  I  will  pour  out  my  spirit  upon  all  flesh.  And  your  sons  and 
your  daughters  shall  prophesy,  and  your  old  men  shall  dream  dreams.  And  on  my  servants  and 
my  handmaidens  I  will  pour  out  my  spirit,  and  they  shall  prophesy.*' 

Ver.  33.  "  .Therefore  being  by  the  right  hand  of  God,  exalted,  and  having  received  of  the 
Father  the  promise  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  he  hath  shed  forth,  [or  poured  out,]  this,  which  ye  now 
flee  and  hear.'* 

Ver.  38.  "  Then  Peter  said  unto  them.  Repent,  and  be  baptized —  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ :— and  ye  shall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost.*' 

Acts  iv.  8.  "  Then  Peter,  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  said  unto  them,  Ye  rulers  of  the  people, 
and  elders  of  Israel " 

— ^Ver.  21.  "  And  when  they  had  prayed,  the  place  was  shaken  where  they  were  assembled 
together,  and  they  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost.  And  they  spake  the  word  with  boldness* 
Ver.  S3.  And  with  great  power  gave  the  apostles  witness  of  the  resurrection  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 
And  great  grace  was  upon  all." 

Acts  iv.  3.  "  Wherefore,  brethren,  look  ye  out  among  you  seven  men  of  honest  report, 
full  of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  wisdom,  whom  we  may  appoint  over  this  business^"  Ver.  5.  "  And 
the  saying  pleased  the  whole  multitude.  And  they  chose  Stephen,  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and 
Philip."  Ver.  8.  **  And  Stephen  full  of  faith  and  power  did  great  wonders  and  miracles  among 
liie  people."  Ver.  9.  "  Then  there  arose  certain,— disputing  with  Stephen."  Ver.  10.  "  And 
they  were  not  able  to  resist  the  wisdom  and  the  spirit  by  which  he  spake." 

Acts  viii.  14.  "  Now  when  the  apostles,  which  were  at  Jerusalem,  heard  that  Samaria  had 
received  the  vvord  of  God,  they  sent  unto  them  Peter  and  John."  Ver.  15.  "  Who  when  they 
were  come  down,  prayed  for  them,  that  they  might  receive  the  Holy  Ghost :  for  as  yet  he  was 
fallen  upon  none  of  them.  Only  they  were  baptized  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus.**  Ver.  I7. 
"  Then  laid  they  their  hands  on  them';  and  they  received  the  Holy  Ghost**  Ver.  18.  "  And 
when  Simon  saw,  that  through  laying  on  of  the  apostles'  hands  the  Holy  Gost  was  given,  he 
offered  them  money."    And  what  follows. 

Acts  X.  44.  "  While  Peter  yet  spake  these  words,  the*  Holy  Ghost  fell  on  all  them  which 
heard  the  word."  Ver.  45.  <*  And  they  of  the  circumcision  which  believed,  were  astonished, 
as  many  as  came  with  Peter,  because  that  on  the  Gentiles  was  poured  out  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghost*"  Ver.  46.  **  For  they  heard  them  speak  with  tongues,  and  magnify  God.'*  Ver.  47. 
«  Then  answered  Peter :  Can  any  man  forbid  water,  that  these  should  not  be  baptized,  which 
have  received  the  Holy  Ghost  as  well  as  we  ?  " 

Acts  xi.  16,  17.  "  Forasmuch  then,  as  God  gave  them  the  like  gift,  as  he  did  unto  us,  who 
believed  on  the  Lord  Jesus;  what  was  I,  that  I  could  withstand  God?"  Ch.  xv.  18.  And 
God,  which  knows  the  hearts,  bare  them  witness,  gilding  them  the  Holy  Ghost,  as  he  did 
unto  us." 

I  have  omitted  Acts  ix.  I7.  and  x.  38,  for  the  sake  of  brevity,  and  as  not  being  necessary  to 
be  now  insisted  upon.  The  paragraph  in  Acts  xix.  1— 7-  will  be  considered  hereafter  among 
the  texts  that  are  to  be  explamed, 

Rom.  v.  5.  '<  And  hope  maketh  not  ashamed,  because  the  love  of  God  is  shed  abroad  in 
our  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghost  which  is  given  to  us." 

Tit.  iii.  5,  6. — "  according  to  his  mercy  he  has  saved  us  by  the  washing  of  regeneration,  and 
renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  he  shed  on  us,  [has  poured  out  upon  us,  ov  fjfp^f^v  b^  »if«cf>3 
abundantly,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Saviour." 

Heb.  ii.  4.  "  God  also  bearing  them  witness  both  with  signs  and  wonders,  and  with  divers 
miracles,  and  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  acceding  to  his  own  wul." 

'•And  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost"  It  should  be  rather  rendered,  and  distributions  of  the 
Holy  Ghost :  kcci  meviiaros  ayts  (lepuriJLOic.  A  remarkable  expression,  plainly  declaring  that  by  the 
Holy  Ghost,  or  the  Holy  Spirit^  was  meant  those  spiritual  gifts  wnich  came  down  upon  men 
from  heaven  immediately^  or  were  communicated  in  gre^t  variety,  by  the  laying  on  of  the  hands 
of  the  apostles. 
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Heb.  VI.  4.-—"  those  who  were  once  enlightened,  and  have  tasted  of  tlie  heaven}/  gift,  aud 
xrere  partakers  of  the  Holy  Ghost."—  ra^  ixa^  cpururdevnec^  yiverofuva^  re  rtj;  io^eag  rijc  exifpavw^ 

Dn  Whitby's  paraphrase  is  this:  ^  and  having  tasted  of  the  heavenly  gift,  and  were  made 
« partakers  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  sent  down  from  heaven,  and  conferred  on  them  by  the  imposition  * 
<  o{  hands/ 

Learned  interpreters  are  not  agreed  in  the  meanhig  of  the  heavenly  gift.     To  me  it  seems 
tliat  by  both  these  expressions,  one  and  the  same  thing  is  intended,  even  the  Holy  Ghost :. 
and  that  the  writer  of  this  epistle   calls  it  the  heavenly  gift,  in  allusion  to  the  descent  of " 
the   Holy  Ghost  upon  the  apostles  and  their  company  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  as  related 
Acts  ii.  1—13. 

But  though  commentators  do  not  agree  in  their  interpretation  of  the  first  particular,  I  sup- 
pose, that  by  the  Holy  Ghost  they  generally  understand  miraculous  powers  and  gifts,  of  which 
persons  here  spoken  of  had  partaken.  So  Whitby,  as  just  cited.  So  likewise  Grotius.  Subjicit 
etiam  *  participes  fuisse  spiiitus  sancti,'  id  est,  dona  consecutos  prophetiae,  linguarum,  sanati- 
onum,  qu88  non  contingebant  eo  tempore  nisi  justificatis,  id  est,  piu*gatis.  Grot,  inloc.  Du  saint 
esprit.]    Des  dons  miraculeux.     Le  Clerc. 

1  Pet.  i.  12.  **  Unto  whom  it  was  revealed,  that  not  unto  themselves,  but  unto  us,  they  did 
minister  the  things  which  are  now  reported  unto  you  by  them  that  have  preached  the  gospel  to 
you,  with  the  Holy  Ghost  sent  down  from  heaven." 

Here  I  suppose  to  be  a  plain  reference  to  the  plentiful  efiiision  of  the  Holy  Spirit  upon  the 
apostles  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  as  related  by  St.  Luke  at  the  beginning  of  the  book  of  the 
Acts.  It  is  prdbable,  that  many  of  the  Christians,  to  whom  St.  Peter  is  here  writing,  were  con- 
verted  by  St.  Paul,  who  was  not  preseut  with  the  rest  on  that  memorable  day.  Nevertheless  he 
had  received  the  Spirit  in  a  very  plentifiU  measure,  and  immediately  from  heaven,  wthout  the 
intervention  of  any  of  those  who  were  apostles  before  him.  It  is  also  very  likely  that  St.  Peter 
himself,  and  some  others  of  the  twelve,  had  been  in  these  countries  before  his  writing  this  epistle. 
For,  not  now  to  mention  St.  John,  who  perhaps  did  not  take  up  his  abode  at  Ephesus,  till  after 
the  writing  this  epistle  of  Peter,  I  think  we  have  good  evidence  that "  Philip,  one  of  the  twelve 
apostles,  resided  for  some  time,  and  died  at  Hierapolis  in  Phrygia.  And  it  may  be  reckoned 
probable,  that  he  was  for  a  while  very  useful  in  preaching  the  gospel  in  those  parts,  and  that  he 
wrought  miracles  among  the  people  there. 

By  the  Holy  Ghost  sent  down  from  heaven,  I  suppose  to  be  meant  the  inspiration  of  the 
apostles,  and  the  miraculous  powers  and  gifts  with  which  they  were  endowed. 

Res  illsB  magnae  nobis  plene  explicate  sunt  per  apostolos,  et  eorum  adjutores,  *  coelitus  dona- 
tos  spiritu  sancto/  id  est,  donis  majoribus,  quam  ipsi  prophetas  habuere,  et  de  quibus  ipsi  pro- 
phetae  sunt  locuti,  ut  Joel  ii.  28.     Grot,  in  loc. 

1  John  iv.  13.  "  Hereby  know  we  that  we  dwell  in  him,  and  he  in  us,  because  he  has  given 
U8  of  his  Spirit:*'  en  fx  t8  ^mvtviutTot  uuzb  Seiomef  if/x/v.     And  see  ch.  ii.  20. 

In  these  texts  the  Spirit,  or  the  Holy  Ghost,  is  oftentimes  spoken  of  as  a  gift.  And  there  is 
a  variety  of  expressions,  such  as  ffiving,  pouring  out,  falling  upon  men,  receiving,  and  being 
filled  with,  the  Holy  Ghost }  whi(£  import  a  gift;,  a  power,  a  privilege  and  blessing,  rather  than 
a  person. 

To  all  which  may  be  added,  fourthly,  that  in  the  epistles  of  the  New  Testament  there  are  at 
the  beginning,  and  elsewhere,  wishes  of  peace  from  God  the  Father,  and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
but  none  from  the  Spirit  distinctly.    Nor  are  tliere  any  doxologies,  or  ascriptions  of  glory  to  the 
^irit  distinctly,  though  there  are  several  such  ascriptions  to  God  and  Christ,  or  to  God  through' 
Christ. 

Rom.  i.  7*  **  To  all  that  be  in  Rome,  beloved  of  God,  called  to  be  saints :  grace  be  to  you 
and  i>eace  from  God  our  Father,  and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ"  So  also  1  Cor.  i.  3.  2  Cor.  i.  2. 
Gal-  i.  3.  Eph.  i.  2.  and  elsewhere.  And  Eph.  vi.  13.  "  Peace  be  to  the  brethren,  and  love 
with  faith  from  God  the  Father,  and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

Some  of  the  doxologies  are  these:  Rom.  xi.  36.  "  For  of  him,  and  through  him,  and  to 
him  are  all  things :  to  whom  be  glory  for  ever.    Amen.     Ch.  xvi.  27.  "  To  God  only  wise  be 

^  Vid.  Eoieb.  H.  E.  1. 3.  c.  31.  1 3.  cap.  34.  in  Hieron.  de  Y.  I.  trap.  4^.  PcOyaatet. 
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glory  through  Jesus  Christ  for  ever.  Amen/'  See  Eph.  iii.  20,  21  •  PhUip;  iv*  8.  "  Now  unto 
Goti,  even  our  Father,  be  glory  for  ever  andever.'*    See  1  Tim.  i.  I7.  Heb.  xiii.  20,  21.  **  Now- 

the  God  of  peace make  you  perfect, ^through  Jesus  Christ :  to  whom  be  glory  for  ever 

and  ever.  Amen/*  1  Pet.  iv.  II.  **  That  God  in  all  thing*  may  be  glorified  through  Jesus 
Christ :  to  whom  be  praise  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen.'*  2  Pet.  iii.  18.  "  But  grow 
in  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ ;  to  him  be  glory  both  now 
and  ever.  Amen.*'  And  see  Judie,  ver.  24,  25.  Rev.  i.  5,  6.  **  Unto  him  that  loved  us,  and 
redeemed  us.  from  our  sins  by  his  own  blood,  and  has  made  us  kings  and  priests  unto  God,  even* 
his  Father  :  to  him  be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen.'*  See  also  Rev.  iv.  9 — !!• 
V.  12, 13.  vii.  10. 

I  quote  no  other  books  as  of  authority,  beside  the  books  of  scripture  commbnly  received  by 
Christians,  as  of  divine  original.  Nevertheless  I  may  observe  by  way  of  illustration,  that  the 
wishes  of  peace,  and  the  doxologies'  in  the  most  early  Christian  writers,  are  agreeable  to  those  ia 
the  epistles  of  the  New  Testament,  which  have  been  just  now  alleged. 

The  epistle  of  Clement,  written  in  the  name  of  the  church  of  Rome  to  the  church  of  Corinth,, 
begins  in  this  manner.     <  Grace  and  peace  be  multiplied  unto  you  from  God  Almighty  througb 

*  Jesus  Christ.' 

In  this  epistle  are  several  doxologies*  And  they  are  all  ascribed  to  God,  or  Christ,  or  to  God 
tlu-ough  Christ 

The  conclusion  of  the  epistle  is  in  these  words  :  "  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be 
with  you,  and  with  all  every  where,  who  are  called  by  God  through  him  :  through  whom  to  him 
be  glory,  honour,  might,  majesty,  and  everlasting  dominion,  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen.*' 

The  epistle  of  Polycarp,  bishop  of  Smyrna,  which  is  sent  to  the  Philippians,  is  inscribed  in 
this  manner  :  *  Polycai*p,  and  the  presbyters  that  are  with  him,  to  the  church  of  God  which  i* 

*  at  Philippi.     Mercy  and  peace  be  multiplied  unto  you  from  God  Almighty,  and  from  the  Lord 

*  Jesus  Christ  our  Saviour.* 

Ifk  the  twelfth  ch^ter,  or  section  of  that  epistle  are  these  expressions.     *  Now  the  God  and 

*  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  he  himself,  who  is  our  everlasting  high  priest,  the  Son 

*  of  God,  Jesus  Christ,  build  you  up  in  faith  and  truth,  meekness  and  patience.' 

A  catholic  author,  supposed  to  have  lived  about  the  year  of  Christ  220,  and  writing  against 
heretics,  says :  •  There  is,  indeed,  one  God,  whom  we  can  know  no  otherwise,  but  from  the  holy 

*  scriptures. ^Whatever  therefore  the  divine  scriptures  declare,  that  let  us  embrace :  what  they 

*  teach,  let  ns  learn.  And  as  the  Father  willeth  we  should  believe,  so  let  us  believe :  as  he  willeth 
« the  Son  should  be  honoured,  so  let  us  honour  him :  as  *  he  willeth  the  Holy  Ghost  should  bo 

<  given,  so  let  us  accept.' 

Jerom  says,  *  that  **  Lactantius  in  his  epistles,  especially  those  to  Demetrian,  denies  the  per* 

<  sonality  of  the  Holy  Ghost:  referring  him,  and  his  operations,  as  the  Jews  also  erroneously  do, 

*  to  the  Father,  or  the  Son.' 

And  in  another  place  he  says,  that '  this  was  the  sentiment  of  many  Christians  in  his  own 
time,  who  did  not  understand  the  scriptures. 

The  bishops  in  the  council  of  Nice,  having  declared  the  doctrine  concerning  God  the  Father^ 
and  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  add :  *  And  in  the  Holy  Ghost ;'  that  is  :  *  And  we  believe  in  the 
•Holy  Ghost.' 

It  follows  in  the  same  creed,  as  it  is  exhibited  in  the  liturgy  of  the  Church  of  England : 

*  The  Lord  and  giver  of  life,  who  proceedeth  from  the  Father  and  the  Son,  who  with  the  Father 

*  and  the  Son  is  worshipped  and  glorified,  who  spake  by  the  prophets.*  But  that  is  not  in  the  creed 
of  the  council  of  Nice,  which  sat  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  325,  but  it  is  taken  from  the  creed  of 
the  council  of  Constantinople,  which  was  convened  in  the  year  381.  Or,  as  it  is  more  accuratdr 
expressed  by  Bishop  Burnet  at  the  beginning  of  his  exposition  of  the  eighth  article  of  the  church 

•  x«i  cJ;  ^sXu  rnvtviji^a  ayioy  Swpsio'ixi,  Xa^wfigy.  Hfp-         *  Hoc  ideo :  quia  multi  per  imperitiam  scripturarum  (quod 

polyt.  contr.  Noet.  §  ix.  p.  12.  ap,  Fabr.  T.  II.  ct  Firmianus  in  octaro  ad  Deraetrianum  cpistolarum  libro 

"  Lactantius,  in  epistolis  suis,  et  maxitne  in  epistolis  ad  fecit)  asserunt,  Spiritum  sanctum  saepe  Patrem  sacpe  FiHom 

Demetrianum,  Sptritills  Sancti  negat  substantiam,  et  errore  nomiiiari.    £t  cum  perspicue  In  Trinitate  credamus,  tertiam 

Judaico  dicit  eum  vel  ad  Patrem  referri^  vbl  ad  Filiuro,  et  personam  auferentes,  non  substantiam  ejus  volunt  esse^  sed 

t^anctificatloQem  utriusque  persons  sub  nomine  ejus  demon*  nomen.  Id.  in  Galat.  cap.  iv.  ver.  6.  T«IV.  P.  I.  p.  268. 
«trarf.    Hicron.  ad  Pamm.  et  Oc.  ep.  41.  al.  (55..  T.  IV* 
p. 345. 
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of  England :  *  So,  tliat  the  creed,  here  called  the  Nice-creed,  is  indeed  tl>e  ConstaQtinopolitan 
♦  creed,  together  with  the  addition  of  Filioque,  made  by  the  western  church/ 

I  might  add  a  great  deal  more  from  the  writers  of  the  first  three  centuries.  But  this  is  not  a 
place  for  enlargement.  What  has  been  already  said,  maybe  suflScient  to  render  it  probable,  that 
the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  which  is  now  commonly  received,  and  whicli  is  so  much  disliked  by 
4naiiy,  was  not  formed  all  at  once,  but  was  the  work  of  several  ages. 


SECTION  11. 

Objections.  But  it  may  be  objected,  that  the  Spirit,  or  the  Holy  Ghost,  is  oftentimes  spoken 
,of  as  a  person,  and  especially  in  St.  John's  gospel. 

John  xiv.  16,  I7.  "  And  I  will  pray  the  Father,  and  he  shall  give  you  another  Comforter,  tliat 
he  may  abide  with  you  for  ever,  even  the  Spirit  of  truth,  whom  the  world  cannot  receive,  because  it 
seeth  him  not,  neither  knoweth  him.  But  ye  know  him.  For  he  dwelleth  witli  you,  and  shall  be 
in  you." 

^Ver.  25,  26.  "  These  things  hiave  I  spoken  unto  you,  being  present  with  you.     But  tiie 

Comforter,  which  is  the  Holy  Ghost,  whom  the  Father  will  send  in  my  name,  he  shall  teach  you 
jail  things,  and  bring  all  things  to  your  remembrance,  whatsoever  1  have  said  unto  you." 

John  xvi.  7.  "  Nevertheless  I  tell  you  the  truth.  It  is  expedient  for  you  that  I  go  away.  For 
if  I  go  not  away,  the  Comforter  will  not  come  unto  you.  But  if  I  depart,  I  will  send  him  unto 
you" — — Ver.  12.  "I  have  yet  many  things  to  say  unto  you.  But  ye  cannot  bear  them  now.'* 
Ver.  13.  "  Howbeit,  when  the  Spirit  of  truth  is  come,  he  will  guide  you  into  all  truth.  For  he 
shall  not  speak  of  himself.  But  whatsoever  he  shall  hear,  that  shall  he  speak.  And  he  will  show 
you  things  to  come."  Ver.  14.  *^  He  shall  glorify  me.  For  he  shall  receive  of  mine,  and  shall 
«how  it  unto  you."  Ver.  15.  ^*  All  things  that  the  Father  hath  are  mine.  Therefore  said  I,  that 
he  shall  take  of  mine  :  and  shall  show  it  unto  you.** 

In  answer  to  which  several  things  may  be  said. 

1.  It  is  not  uncommon,  in  the  language  of  scripture,  to  personalize  many  things,  to  which  we 
do  not  ascribe  intelligence. 

The  book  of  Proverbs,  where  wisdom  is  brought  in  speaking,  as  a  person,  is  a  well-known 
and  remarkable  instance.  So  likewise  in  the  New  Testament  death  reigns.  Rom.  v.  14^  17>  and 
is  an  enemy.  1  Cor.  xv.  26,  55 — 57.  And  sin  is  spoken  of  as  a  lord  and  master,  and  pays 
Avages,  and  that  in  opposition  to  God,  the  most  perfect  agent*  Rom.  vi^  12.  **  Let  not  sin 
therefore  reign  in  your  mortal  body,  that  ye  should  obey  it  in  the  lusts  thereof."  14.  "  For  sin 
shall  not  have  dominion  over  you."  17*  "  Ye  were  once  the  servants  of  sin"  ■  23.  "  For  the 
wages  of  sin  is  death.     But  the  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord." 

And  how  many  things  are  done  by  charity,  as  described  by  St.  Paul  J  1  Cor.  xiii.  **  It  suf- 
fereth  long,  and  is  kind,  thinketh  no  evil,  beareth  all  things,  believeth  all  things,  hopeth  all 
things,  endureth  all  things,"  and  the  like.  ' 

1  might  quote  here  many  other  texts.  Judg.  xxiv.  26,  27.  **  And  Joshua  took  a  great  stone, 

and  set  it  up  there  under  an  oak And  Joshua  said  unto  all  the  people :    Behold,  this   stone 

shall  be  a  witness  unto  us :  for  it  has  heard  all  the  words  of  the  Lord,  which  he  spake  unto  U9. 
It  shall  therefore  be  a  witness  unto  you,  lest  ve  deny  your  God." 

John  xii.  48.  "  He  that  i*ejecteth  me,  andreceiveth  not  my  words,  has  ^ne  that  judgeth  him* 
The  word  that  I  have  spoken,  the  same  shall  judge  him  at  the  last  day." 

Let  me  recite  here  the  words  of  a  pious  and  learned  English  writer.*  'To  conclude  this  point, 
<  the  mtti  of  our  Saviour's  preaching  consists  in  inculcating  this  one  great  and  fundamental  truth 

•  of  Christianity :  that  "  we  are  nothing,  and  God  is  all  in  all."     It  is  his  word  that  enlightens 

•  our  minds,  liis  Spirit  directs  our  wills,  his  providence  orders  our  aiffairs,  his  grace  guides  us  here, 

•  and  his  mercy  must  bring  us  to  heaven  hereafter.^ 

Why  is  God's  spirit  a  person  more  than  his  providence,  or  his  grace,  or  mercy  ?    We  know# 
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that  by  these  last  this  writer  does  not  intend  persons,  though  he  ascribes  to  them  the  guidance  oT 
U3,  or  other  actions.     In  the  Jewish  language^  and  among  the  Jewish  people,  spirit  would  no 
more  signiiy  a  person,  than  grace  or  mercy.     Nor  were  they  more  likely  to  ascnbe  distinct  per- 
sonahty  to  the  spirit,  than  we  to  the  grace,  or  mercy,  or  providence  of  God. 

2.  There  is  not  in  the  Acts  of  the  apostles,  or  in  any  other  book  of  the  New  Testament,  any 
account  of  the  appearance  and  manifestation  of  a  great  agent,  or  person,  after  our  Saviour's  as- 
cension :  therefore  no  such  thing  was  promised  or  intended  by  our  Saviour,  nor  expected  by  the 
apostles,  who  could  not  but  know  his  meaning. 

3.  In  other  texts  of  scripture,  and  particularly  in  St.  John's  gospel,  by  the  Spirit,  or  the 
Holy  Ghost,  is  meant  a  gifl,  or  a  plentiful  efiusion  of  spiritual  gifts.  I  intend  John  iii,  84.  y\u 
39-  XX.  22,  which  were  alleged  not  long  ago. 

4.  Our  Saviour  himself  his  explained  what  he  meant  by  **  the  Comforter.^ 

So  it  is  in  one  of  those  texts,  upon  which  this  objection  is  founded.  John  xiv.  26.  "  Fut 
the  Comforter,  which  is  the  Holy  Ghost,"  or,  more  literally,  the  Comforter,  the  Holy  Ghost. 
O  &  wa^tfK^iiToc,  TO  mevjjM  ro  aytov.  But  by  the  Holy  Ghcst,  in  other  places  of  this  gospel,  as 
well  as  in  many  other  texts  of  the  New  Testament,  is  not  meant,  as  we  have  pJainly  seen,  a 
powerful  agent,  but  the  Divine  Influence,  or  the  efiusion  of  spiritual  gifis.  This  therefore  is 
what  our  Lord  intended  by  the  Comforter.  And  this  sense  is  confirmed  by  the  book  oi  the  Acts, 
wherein  is  recorded  the  fulfilment  of  our  Saviour's  promise. 

5.  Our  blessed  Lord,  in  speaking  of  this  matter,  has  made  use  of  a  variety  of  expressions^: 
by  attending  to  which  we- may  clearly  discern  his  true  meaning  in  what  he  says  of  the  Comforter. 

Matt  xxviik  2(X  "  And  lo,  I  am  with  you  always,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world.**  In 
John  xiv.  1&  lately  quoted,  he  says :  "  I  wUl  pray  the  Father,  and  he  shall  give  you  another 
Comforter,  that  he  may  abide  with  you  for  ever."  One  and  the  same  thing  is  intended,  in  both 
places. 

In  the  texts  of  St.  John's  gospel,  upon  which  this  objection  is  built,  our  Saviour  speaks  of  the 
teachings  of  the  spirit,  whereby  the  disciples  would  be  enlightened,  and  led  into  a  clear  discern- 
ment of  his  scheme  of  religion.  But  in  John  xvi.  25,  are  these  expressions.  "  These  things 
have  I  spoken  unto  you  in  proverbs.  The  time  cometh,  when  I  shall  no  more  speak  to  you  in 
proverbs,  [or  parables  :]  but  I  shall  show  you  plainly  of  the  Fiither.**  Here  our  Lord  speaks  of 
those  teachings  as  his  own. 

In  Matt.  X.  20,  it  is  said :  «  For  it  is  not  ye  that  speak,  but  the  spuit  of  your  Father  which 
speaketh  in  you.'*  To  the  like  purpose  in  Mark  xiii.  11.  and  Luke  xii.  12.  But  in  Luke  xxi. 
15,  our  Lord  expresseth  hin»elr  in  this  manner.  *^  For  I  will  give  you  a  mouth  and  wisdom^ 
which  all  your  adversaries  shall  not  be  able  to  gainsay,  nor  resist.** 

Mark  xvi.  19i  20.  "  So  then  after  the  Lord  had  spoken  unto  them,  he  was  received  up  into 
lieaven,  and  sat  on  the  right  hand  of  God.  And  they  went  forth,  and  preached  every  where, 
the  Lord  working  with  them,**  or  the  Lord  co-operating,  rs  nvfis  cvvepysvrogy  and  confirming  the 
word  with  signs  following.  Here  the  miracles  of  the  apostles,  after  his  ascension,  are  ascribed  to 
on  r  Lord  himself,  or  his  powerful  presence  and  infiuence. 

Acts  ix.  17,  18.  "  And  Ananias  went  his  way,  and  entered  into  the  house :  and  putting  his 
hands  upon  him,  said  :  "  Brother  Sauli  the  Lord,  even  Jesus,  that  appeared  to  thee  in  the  way 
as  thou  earnest,  hath*  sent  me,  that  thou  mightest  receive  thy  sight,  and  be  filled  with  the  Holy 
Ghost.  And  immediately  there  fell  from  his  eyesi  as  it  bad  been  scales.  And  he  received  sight 
iorthwith,  and  arose,  and  was  baptized." 

Acts  ix.  32—34.  "  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  Peter  passed  throughout  all  quarters,  he  came 
doMm  also  to  the  saints,  which  dwelt  at  Lydda.  And  there  he  found  a  certain  man  named  Eneas, 
^'hich  had  kept  his  bed  ei^t  years,  and  was  sick  of  the  palsy.  And  Peter  said  unto  him  :  Eneas, 
Josus  Christ  maketh  thee  whole.    Arise,  and  make  thy  bed.    And  he  arose  immediately.** 

I  might  refer  also  to  Acts  iii.  ft  iv.  16 — 12.    But  I  forbear. 

However,  I  shall  add  a  few  other  texts  from  the  epistles^  which  1  think  are  to  the  present 
purpose,  and  may  deserve  to  be  considered* 

jRom.  xii.  3.  •*  For  I  say,  through  the  grace  given  to  me,  to  every  man  that  isamongyou^— — 
to  think  soberly,  according  as  God  has  dealt  to  every  man  the  measure  of  faith.^ 

Ver.  6.  *•  Having  then  gifb,  differing  according  to  the  grace  that  is  given  to  us.** 

Kph.  iii.  6,  7.  •*  That  the  Gentiles  should  be  f<^wr  hciro        and  partakers  of  his  j^remise  in 
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Christ  by  the  gospel :  whereof  I  was  made  a  minister,  according  to  the  gill  of  the  grace  of  God 
given  unto  me,  by  the  effectual  working  of  his  power/* 

Eph,  iv.  7.  *•  But  unto  every  one  of  us  is  given  grace,  according  to  the  measure  of  the  gift  of 
Christ^' Ven  11,  12,  **^  And  he  gave-^some  apostles,  and  some  prophets,  and  some  evange- 
lists, and  some  pastors  and  teachers,  for  the  perfecting  the  saints,  for  the  work  of  the  ministry, 
for  the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Christ." 

1  Pet.  iv^  10,  11.  "  As  every  man  hath  received  the  gift,  even  so  minister  the  same  one  to 
another,  as  good  stewards  of  the  manifold  grace  of  God.  If  any  man  speak,  let  him  speak  as 
the  oracles  of  God :  if  any  man  nrinister,  let  him  do  it,  as  of  the  ability  which  God  giveth  :  that 
God  in  all  things  may  be  glorified  through  Jesus  Christ.  To  whom  be  praise  and  dominion,  for 
ever  and  ever.     Amen.** 

And  1  Cor.xii.  6*  St.  Paul  saysr  "  There  are  diversities  of  operations :  but  it  is  tlte  same 
God  which  worketh  all  in  all.*  And  at  ver.  28.  "  God  hath  sent  some  in  the  church,  first  apos- 
tles, secondarily  prophets,  thirdly  teachers,  after  that  miracles »" 

All  which  seems  to  show,  that  by  the  spirit  is  to  be  understood  tiiat  special  influence,  which, 
in  different  measures  and  proportions,  God  vouchsafes^  to^  men  through  Jesus  Christ,  for  their 
o,wn  comfort  and  establishment,  and  for  Reading  the  great  truths  of  rehgion  in  theworld. 

Luke  xxiv.  49.  ***  And  behold,  1  send  the  promise  of  my  leather  upon  you.  But  tarry  ye 
in  the  city  of  Jerusalem,  until  ye  be  endued  with  power  from  on  high.'* 

This  power,  this  divine  influence^  this  effusion  of  knowledge,  and  other  spiritual  gift^  pur 
Lordcall^  **  the  Comforter,'*  orthejidvocate,  wtfpa>fX*jTo^,  as  thereby  their  cause  would  be  pleaded 
with  men,  and  they  would  be  justified  in  their  preaching  boldly  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 

This  gift,  this  divine  influence,  he  calls  also  "  the  spirit  of  truth,"  because  by  that  wonderAil 
influence  on  their  minds  the  apostles  would  be  led  into  the  knowledge  of  all  the  truths  of  the 
gospel,  and  would  be  enabled  to  teach  them  to  others  with  perspicuity. 

And  our  Lord  speaks  of  the  Spirit's  "  bringing  to  their  remembrance •'^  the  things,  which 
he  had  said,  and  of  his  •*  receiving  of  his,  and  showing  it  unto  them:'*  because  by  this  mira- 
culous influence  upon  their  minds^  those  prejudices  would  be  removed,  which  had  obstructed 
their  clear  discernment  of  what  Christ  had  said  unto  them,  while  he  was  with  them. 

There  are  other  texts  from  which  objections  may  be  raised.  But  they  may  be  as  well  consi^ 
dered  in  the  next  section.    And  I  think,  that  will  be  the  shortest  method.. 

SECTION  nr. 

Texts  explained.  1  Luke  xi.  13.  "  If  ye  then,  being  evil,  know  how  to  give  good  gifts 
unto  your  children :  how  much  more  shall  your  heavenly  Father  give  the  Holy  Spirit  to  liiem 
that  ask  him  ?*'  Which  is  parallel  with  Matt.  vii.  11.  **  Ifjve  then,  being  evil,  know  how  to  give 
good  gifts  to  your  children  r  how  much  more  shall  your  Father,  which  is  in  heaven,  give  good 
things  to  them  that  ask  him  ?**  Whereby  we  may  perceive,  that  by  the  Holy  Spirit  is  meant 
any  good  thing,  conducive  to  our  real  happiness.  And  we  are  induced  to  recollect  here  what 
St.  James  says,  i.  5.  <*  If  any  man  lack  wisdom,  let  him  ask  of  God>  who  giveth.  to  all  men 
liberally,  and  upbraideth  not.     And  it  shall  begiven  to  him.^     And  see  ven  I7. 

2.  Matt.  iv.  1.  "  Then  was  Jesus  led  up  of  the  Spirit  into  the  wilderness,  to  be  tempted  of 
the  devil;!'  Mark  i.  1^.  «•  And  immediately  the  Spirit  driveth  him  into  the  wilderness.**  Luke 
iv.  1.  **  And  Jesus  being  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost,.retumed  from  Jordan,  and  was  led  by  the  Spirit 
into  the  wilderness.** 

The  coherence  will  lead  us  into  the  true  meaning  of  these  words.  Our  blessed  Lord  had'jxist 
been  baptized,  and  the  Holy  Ghost  descended  from  heaven,  and  abode  upon  him.  At  the  same 
time  he  was  solemnly  inaugurated;  and  publicly  declared  to  be  the  Messiah*  There  came  a 
voice  from  heaven,  saying :  "  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased."  Now 
tiierefore  was  fulfilled  the  prophecy  in  fa.  xi.  h  2.  "  And  there  shall  come  forth  a  rod  out 
ef  the  stem  of  Jesse  And  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  shalh  rest-  upon  him,  the  spirit  of  wis- 
dom and  understanding,  the  spirit  of  counsel  and  might" By  that  divine  and  extraordinary 

wisdom,,  our  Losd  was  directed,  and  influenced,,  to  retire  into  the  wilderaess.  And  Ixaving 
been  there  tempted  of  Satan,  jmd  ha%ing  vanquished  him,  >  as  St.  Luke  says,  ch.  iv.  14^15. 
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**  Jesus  returned  in  the  power  of  the  spirit  into  Galilee,*'  fully  qualified  for  the  disdiarge  of  Ws 
high  office,  both  for  teaching  his  excellent  doctrine,  and  for  confirming  it  by  miracles.  "  And 
there  went  out  a  fame  of  him  through  all  the  regions  round  about.  And  he  taught  in  their  syna- 
-gogues,  being  glorified  of  all."  So  our  Lord  said  to  his  disciples,  as  recorded  Acts  i.  8. 
"  Ye  shall  receive  power,  after  that  the  Holy  Ghost  is  come  upon  you."  Or,  as  it  is  in  the 
margin  of  some  of  our  Bibles :  "  Ye  shall  receive  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  coming 
upon  you." 

S.  Matt.  xii.  31.  "  Wherefore  I  say  unto  you  :  All  manner  of  sin  and  blasphemy  shall  be 
forgiven  unto  men.  But  the  blasphemy  against  the  Holy  Ghost  shall  not  be  forgiven  unto  men." 
And  see  ver.  32.     Compare  also  Mark  iii.  and  Luke  xii. 

Dr.  Wall,  who  upon  John  xvi.  liJ.  p.  113.  asserts  the  personality  of  the  Spirit,  explains  this 
text  of  St.  Matthew  after  this  manner,  p.  15.     *  A  man  that  sees  plainly  the  effects  of  a  present 

*  supernatural  power,  which,  he  must  be  convinced  in  conscience,  is  the  finger,  or  spirit,  or  im- 

*  mediate  miraculous  power  of  God :  (which  is  that,  which  is  here  called  the  Holy  Spirit,  or 
«  Holy  Ghost :)  and  yet  will  maliciously  blaspheme,  or  speak  blasphemous  words  against  it : 

*  that  it  is  the  devil,  or  that  the  devil  helps  the  man  that  does  it^  such  an  one  blasphemes  God 
«  himself,  showing  himself,  or  his  miraculous  power,  at  tliat  time  from  heaven.' 

*  In  Luke  xi.  20.  What  is  here  called  "  the  Holy  Ghost,'*  is  there  called  "  tlie  finger  of  God.** 

*  And  so  the  Egyptian  magicians,  when  convinced,  called  it.  Ex.  viii.  19«* 

Afterwards,  in  the  same  note,  at  p.  16,  tie  says^  *  In  Acts  ii.  13.  there  was  a  miraculous 

*  power  of  God,  enabling  the  apo3tle8  to  €peak  with  tongues.     Some,  who  did  not  conceive  it  to 

*  be  any  spirit,  or  miraculous  powei;,  mocked  at  it.  These  were  not  denounced  to  be  in  any  un- 
^  pardonable  state.* 

Nothing  more  needs  to  be  said  for  the  explication  of  that  text  in  St.  Matthew,  and  the  parallel 
places  in  the  other  gospels. 

4.  Matt,  xxviii.  19.  "Go  ye  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  thename  of 
the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost."     *  That  is.  Go  ye  therefore  into  all  the 

*  world,  and  teadi,  or  disciple  all  nations,  baptizing  them  into  the  profession  of  faith  in,  and 

*  an  obligation  to  obey  the  doctrine  taught  by  Christ,  with  authority  from  God  the  Father,  and 

*  confirmed  by  the  Holy  Ghost.'* 

By  the  Holy  Ghost,  as  I  apprehend,  we  are  here  to  understand  the  miracles  of  our  Saviour's 
ministry,  and  likewise  the  miracles  wrought  by  his  apostles,  and  the  spiritual  ^*fts  bestowed  upon 
the  apostles,  and  other  disciples  of  Jesus,  and  all  bdievers  in  general,  soon  after  our  Lord's  as- 
cension, and  all  the  miraculous  attestations  of  the  truth  and  divine  original  of  the  doctrine  taught 
by  Jesus  Christ. 

It  is  observable,  that  the  baptismal  form,  which  is  in  St.  Matthew,  never  appears  in  those  very 
words,  either  in  the  book  of  the  Acts,  or  in  any  of  the  Epistles.  But  men  are  required  to  be 
**  baptized  in  the  name  of  Christ,**  or  «aid  to  have  been  **  baptized  into  Christ.**  That  is,  they 
made  a  profession  of  faith  in  Jesus  as  the  Christ,  and  acknowledged  their  obligation  to 
obey  him,  by  being  baptized^  Acts  ii.  38.  "  Repent,  and  be  baptized  every  one  of  you  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ.**  Ch.viiLlGL  "Onlythey  were  baptized  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus.'' 
See  likewise  ver.  35 — 38.  Rom.  vi  3.  "Know  ye  not,  that  so  many  of  us  as  were  baptized  into 
Jesus  Christ,  were  baptized  into  his  death  ?*'  Gal.  iiL  27*  "  For  as  many  of  you  as  have  been 
baptized  into  Christ,  nave  put  on  Christ.** 

But  though  the  form  which  is  in  St  MattTiew,  never  appears  elsewhere,  tlie  thing  intended 
tliereby  is  always  implied.  l»f or  could  any  be  brought  to  make  a  profession  of  faith  in  Jesus,  ai 
the  Christ,  but  upcm  the  supposition  that  he  had  taught  in  the  name  and  with  the  authority  of 
God  the  Father,  and  'liad  proved  his  commission  by  miraculous  attestations,  which  could  not  be 
denied  nor  gaiesayed* 

5.  John  js3rL  7-  "  Nevertheless  I  tell  you  the  truths  it  is  expedient  for  you  tiiat  I  go  away^ 

*  ' "  BapCiJilng  [them  with  T^'ater,^  in  the  name  of  Uie  '  The  tme  meaning  is,  Ijaptiiing  into  the  profession  t)f 

'  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghoet  :**  that  is,  ^  that  doctrine,  which  is  the  mind  and  counsel  <£  God  the 

*  receiving  them  te  a  profession  of  the  belief  of,  and  an  obli-  '  Father,  made  known  to  mankind  by  the  Son,  and  confirmed 
'  gation  to  the  practice  of  that  religion,  which  (Jod  the  Father  '  by  the  mighty  operations  of  the  Holy  GhostT  Mr.  Jo.  Bur* 
-*  has  revealed  and  taught  by  the  Son,  and  confirmed  and  es-  f^ughs's  two  Piscourses  on  pontlve  lostkotions^  p.  41« 
'^blkhfid  by  the  Holy  Ghost.*    Dr.  Clarke's  £arapbraM» 
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For  if  I  go  not  away  the  Comforter  will  not  come  unto  you :"  which  agrees  with  what  our 
Lord  says,  John  vii.  S7 — 39.  and  with  the  evangelist's  own  remark ;  "  For  the  Holy  Ghost  was 
not  yet  given,  because  that  Jesus  was  not  yet  glorified." 

^  The  fitness  and  wisdom  of  deferring  the  plentiful  effusion  of  the  Holy  Ghost  for  illuminating 
the  apostles,  and  removing  their  prejudices,  and  enabling  them  to  teach  the  doctrine  of  Christ 
with  perspicuity,  and  to  confirm  it  by  wonderful  works,  must  be  apparent  to  all  who  consider 
what  evidence  was  thereby  afforded  to  the  truth  of  their  testimony  conceniing  the  resurrection 
and  ascension  of  Jesus. 

Ver.  8 — 11.  "  And  when  he  is  come,  he  will  reprove,  [or  convince]  the  world  of  sin,  and  of. 
righteousness,  and  of  judgment :  of  sin,  because  they  believe  not  on  me  :  of  righteousness,  be- 
cause I  go  to  the  Father,  and  ye  see  me  no  more :  of  judgment,  because  the  prince  of  this  world: 
is  judged." 

If  we  recollect  the  many  texts  which  have  been  already  alleged,  and  particularly  what  our 
Lord  says  in  John  vii.  37— 39-  just  now  taken  notice  of,  we  shall  find  no  great  difficulty  in.  un- 
derstanding this  text. 

**  And  when  he  is  come."  It  is  not  to  be  hence  argued,  that  the  Holy  Ghost  had  never 
.  come  before.     But  hereby  is  meant  a  certain  coming,  a  plentiful  efiusion  of  the  Holy  Ghost,, 
foretold  by  the  prophets,  and  by  our  Lord. 

The  Spirit  had  in  former  times  come  upon  Moses  and  the  prophets.  For,  as  St.  Peter  says^ 
2  Epist.  i.  21.  "  Holy  men  of  God  spake  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost.*' 

And  afler  a  long  withdrawing  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  or  withholding  extraordinary  powers  and 
gifts,  from  the  Jewish  people,  about  the  time  of  our  Saviour's  nativity,  we  see  divers  instances 
of  the  divine  influence  and  operation  in  Zacharias,  father  of  John  the  Baptist,  and  Elizabeth, 
and  Anna,  and  Simeon,  and  then  on  John  the  Baptist ;  who  undoubtedly  taught,  and  preached, 
and  prophesied  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  though  he  did  no  miracles.  The  Holy  Spirit  came  down  also 
upon  our  Lord  in  a  glonous  manner,  and  there  were  visible  tokens  of  it :  whereby  John  knew 
him  to  be  the  Messiah,  the  great  person,  who  was  to  come  :  and  he  had  "  the  Spirit  without 
measure,"  John  iii.  34.  The  Holy  Ghost  must  likewise  have  been  given,  during  the  time  of 
our  Lord's  abode  on  this  earth,  in  a  certain  measure,  upon  several,  particularly  the  twelve  apos« 
ties,  and  the  seventy  other  disciples,  in  order  to  qualify  them  for  the  discharge  of  the  commis- 
sion, which  our  Lord  gave  them  for  a  time,  to  go  over  the  cities  of  Judea,  and  prepare  men  for 
him.  And  of  the  seventy  it  is  expressly -said,  "they  returned  again  with  joy,  saying.  Lord, 
even  the  daemons  are  subject  to  us  through  thy  name,"  Luke  x.  17* 

"  By  the  coming  of  the  Holy  Ghost,"  then,  is  to  be  understood,  in  this  place,  a  general 
and  plentiful  effusion  of  spiritual  gifls  upon  the  apostles  themselves,  and  upon  other  believers 
in  the  Lord  Jesus,  such  as  that  related  in  the  Acts :  when  the  disciples,  who  had  followed  the 
Lord  in  the  time  of  his  ministry,  and  still  continued  together,  and  afterwards  many  others  like- 
wise, were  enabled  on  a  sudden  to  speak  in  divers  languages,  which  they  had  never  learned,  and 
to  perform  many  great  and  extraordinary  works  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Indeed  this  coming  of  the  Comforter,  or  the  Holy  Ghost,  comprehends  in  it  all  manner  of 
spiritual  gifts ;  not  only  those  just  mentioned,  but  also  a  clear  and  distinct  knowledge  of  divine 
tilings,  even  the  truths  of  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  and  the  whole  scheme  of  the  gospel  dispen- 
sation :  and  prophesying,  or  foretelling  things  to  come,  as  well  as  working  miracles,  and  also 
readiness  of  speech,  and  a  becoming  degree  of  courage  and  boldness  in  the  midst  of  dangers, 
and  in  the  presence  of  the  greatest  personages;  qualifications,  of  which  the  disciples  had  been 
hitherto  very  destitute. 

The  several  particulars,  sin,  righteousness,  and  judgment,  of  which  the  world  would  be  con- 
vinced by  the  plentiful  effusion  of  the  Spirit,  here  spoken  of,  need  not  to  be  distinctly  explained. 
The  sum  is,  that  hereby  the  progress  of  the  Gospel  would  be*  secured.  This  large  and  general 
effusion  of  spiritual  gifts  would  be  a  persuasive  and  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  resurrection  and 
ascension  of  Jesus,  and  that  he  Was  the  promised  Messiah,  through  whom  all  nations  of  the 
earth  were  to  be  blessed.  Or,  as  John  the  Baptist  expresseth  it :  And  I  knew  him  not :  but 
1)0  that  sent  me  to  baptize  with  water,  the  same  said  unto  me :  Upon  whom  thou  shalt  see 
the  Spirit  descending,  and  remaining  on  him,  the  same  is  he  which  baptizeth  with  the  Holy 
Ghost.     And  1  saw,  and  bare  recorc^  that  this  is  the  Son  of  God,"  John  i.  83,  34. 

And  with  great  force,  as  well  as  propriety,  do  the  apostles  say  to  the  Jewish  council,  as  re- 
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corded  Acts  v.  29 — 32.  "  Then  Peter,  and  the  [other]  apostles  said:  We  ought  to  obey^Gocl, 
rather  than  men.  The  God  of  our  fathers  raised  up  Jesus  whom  ye  slew,  and  hanged  on  a  tree. 
Him  hath  God  exalted  with  his  right  hand,  to  be  a  prince,  and  a  saviour,  to  give  repentance  to 
Israel,  and  forgiveness  of  sins.  And  we  are  his  witnesses  of  these  things.  And  so  is  also  the 
H0I7  Ghost,  whom  God  has  given  to  them  that  obey  him:  *  That  is,  say  those  judicious  com- 

*  mentators,  Lenfant  and  Beausobre,  •  the  miraculous  gifts  which  Jesus  had  bestowed  upon  his 
^  apostlefi,  and  which  they  conferred  upon  believers.* 

6.  Acts  i.  2. "  after  that  he  through  tlie  Holy  Ghost  had  given  commandments  unto  the 

apostles,  whom  he  had  chosen.'' 

Or,  as  in  the  Syriac,  version,*  "  after  that  he  had  given  commandments  to  the  apostles,  whom 
he  had  chosen  by  the  Holy  Spirit:*'  that  is^  by  special  direction  from  heaven.  Which  is  very 
agreeable  to  what  St.  Luke  writes,  chap.  vi.  12,  13.  "  And  it  came  to  pass  in  those  days,  that 
he  went  out  into  a  mountain  to  pray,  and  continued  all  night  in  prayer  to  God:'*  or,  in  an 
oratory  of  God.  "  And  when  it  was  day,  he  called  unto  him  his  disciples.  And  of  them  he 
chose  twelve,  whom  also  he  named  apostles."  Indeed  a  right  choice  of  the  apostles  of  Christ 
depended  upon  no  less  than  infinite  wisdom.  And  when  another  was  to  be  added  to  the  eleven, 
after  the  apostasy,  and  "  death  of  Judas,  they  appointed  two,  Joseph  called  Barsabas,  and  Mat- 
thias. And  they  prayed,  and  said:  Thou,  Lord,  which  knowest  the  hearts  of  all  men,  show, 
whether  of  these  two  tliou  hast  chosen.'*     Acts  i.  23,  24. 

7«  Acts  V.  3,  4.  ^*  Then  Peter  said:  Ananias,  why  has  Satan  filled  thy  heart,  to  lie  unto 
the  Holy  Ghost,  and  to  keep  back  part  of  the  price  of  the  land? — ^Thou  hast  not  lied  unto  men, 
bttt  unto  God — ^Then  Peter  said  unto  her :  £Sapphira]  How  is  it  that  ye  Imve  agreed  together, 
to  tempt  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  ?'* 

They  tempted  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.  They  acted,  as  if  they  had  doubted  of  the  divine 
omniscience,  like  the  Israelites  in  the  wilderness,  of  whom  it  is  said,  Psal.  Ixxviii.  18,  19f  20. 
««  And  they  tempted  God  in  their  heart,  by  asking  meat  for  their  lust.  They  said>  Can  God 
fiimish  a  table  in  the  wilderness? — Can  he  give  bread  also?  Can  he  provide  flesh  for  his  people?" 
And  as  the  apostles  were  plainly  under  an  extraordinary  divine  influence  and  direction,  when 
Ananias  and  Sapphira  attempted  to  knpose  upon  them  by  a  false  account,  they  were  justly  said 
to  lit  to  God  himself,  and  not  to  men  only. 

Athanasius,  speaking  of  this  matter,  says :  *  So  ^  that  he  who  lied  to  the  Holy  Spirit,  lied 
^  unto  God,  who  dwells  in  men  by  tiis  Spirit.     For  where  the  Spirit  of  God  is^  there  is  God. 

*  As  it  is  said:  "  Hereby  know  we,  that  God  dwelleth  in  us,  because,  he  has  given  us  of  his 
«  spirit."     1  John  iv.  S3.  . 

8.  Acts  viii.  18,  19.  "  And  when  Simon  saw,  that  dirough  laying  on  of  the  apostles'  hands 
the  Holy  Ghost  was  given,  he  offered  them  money,  saying:  **  Give  me  also  this  power,  that  on 
whomsoever  I  shall  lay  hands,  he  may  receive  the  Holy  G^ost.*' 

Mr.  Le  Moine  explains  this  text  in  his  treatise  on  miracles,  p.  189-     *  And  when  he  saw, 

*  that  through  laying  on  of  their  hands,  the  Holy  Ghost,  or  the  power  of  working  miracles,  was 
^  given,  he  offered  them  money,  to  have  the  same  power.' 

So  then  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  was  bestowed  upon  believers  by  the  apostles,  was  the  power 
of  miracles,  or  an  extraordinary  power,  by  which  the  believers  might  perform  nfiiraculous  works. 

9.  Acts  ix.  31.  "  Then  had  the  churches  rest  throughout  all  Judea,  and  Galilee,  and  Sa- 
maria,  and  were  edified.  And  walking  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  in  the  comfort  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  were  multiplied. 

What  is  here  said  of  the  churches  does  in  a  great  measure  coincide  with  what  we  fmd  in 
chap.  ii.  42,  43,  and  46,  47- 

*— **  and  in  the  comfort  of  the  Jloly  Ghost."  fv  tsj  ^apaKivitret  rs  ttyin  meviiarog.    Which  might 

•  '  L0  S.  E«pnC]  Ce  sont  ks  dons  mlraculenx,  dont  «ul  Yoluntate  apostolos  legrsse,  sed  ex  nutu  Fatris,  qui  per 
J,  C.  avoit  rev6tu  ses  Apotres,  ct  qu'ils  confcroieut  aux  fid^  Spiritura  Sanctum  tanto  munere  dignos  candidates  Filio  de- 
les. Act.  ii.  33.  viii.  15,  17.  Note  sur  les  Actes  des  Apo-  oionstraverit.  J.  D.  Michacris  Cura  in  Versionem  Syriacam 
ires.    Chap.  v.  ver.  32.  Actunm  Apostoforum,  p.  i . 

*»  Act.  i,  2.   Verba,  6ia  wvgujttar*/  dyi8,  quae  plerique  ad  ^  *Xir«  ^  ^ev<ray.ey^  rw  aym  «rvf yftori,  rtu  Uwri^tva-ccrd 

svTuXaiJLsyos   referunt,    construxit  -  S>tii8    cum    i^eXe^aro  :  tsv  xaroixfivn  ev  0^9p(t.Kois  ^la,  rs  arvsufMWO^  avrn.    'Or*  ya^ 

*  quos  [apostolos]   elegerat  per  Spiritum  Sanctum* Ex  jr*  ^0  wvsvi^a,  ha,  ttui  irtv  6  hog.  x.  A.   Athau.  Dc  Incarnac 

meute  Syri  iuterpretis  hoc  dicit  Lucas:  Christum  non  ex  et  cont.  Arian.  q.  13.  p«  8S1.  A. 
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be  rendered  the  patronage  or  assistance  of  the  Holy  Ghost :  agreeable  to  what  our  Lord  had 
promised  the  disciples,  as  recorded  John  xiv.  16. 

These  words  therefore  may  be  now  paraphrased  in  this  manner.  *  Then  had  the  churche.% 
« in  the  several  countries  here  mentioned,  peace  and  tranquillity,  being  freed  from  the  persecti- 
« tion,  with  which  they  had  been  disturbed,  and  were  more  and  more  confirmed  in  the  faith. 

*  And  continuing  m  the  devout  worship  of  God,  and  in  the  steady  and  amiable  practice  of  vir- 

*  tue,  and  likewise  exercising  the  min^^^ous  gifts  and  powers,  with  which  they  had  been  fa- 

*  voured,  they  were  greatly  ii^^^'^^ed  with  the  addition  of  numerous  converts.* 

Accordlo^iT*  t^icre  lonows  in  the  remaining  part  of  the  chapter  an  account  of  Peter's  pacing 
throu^l*^^^  divers  places,  and  coming,  particularly,  to  Lydda,  where  he  healed  Eneas,  ymo  had 
DOen  long  sick  of  the  palsy.  "  And  all  that  dwelt  at  Lydda  and  Saron  saw  him,  [recovered,] 
and  turned  unto  the  Lord/*  Afterwards  Peter  went  to  Joppa,  where  he  raised  to  life  Tabitha^ 
otherwise  named  Dorcas.  ^<  And  it  was  known  throughout  Joppa :  and  many  believed  in  the 
Lord." 

10.  Acts  xiii.  1 — *.  "Now  there  were  in  the  church  tliat  is  at  Antioch  certain  prophets 
and  teachers,  as  Barnabas,  and  Simeon  that  is  called  Niger,  and  Lucius  of  Cyrene,  and  Manaen, 
which  had  been  brought  up  with  Herod  the  Tetrarch,  and  Saul.  As  they  ministered  to  the 
Lord,  and  fasted,  the  Holy  Ghost  said:  Separate  me  Barnabas  and  Saul,  for  the  work  whereunto 
I  have  called  them.  And  when  they  had  fasted,  and  prayed,  and  laid  their  hands  on  them,  they 
sent  them  away.  So  they  being  sent  forth  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  departed  unto  Seleucia,  and 
thence  they  sailed  to  Cyprus.'* 

*  That  is,  whilst  those  prophets  and  teachers  were  engaged  with  others  in  the  public  worship 

*  of  God,  it  *  was  revealed  unto  some  of  them,  that  they  should  set  apart  Barnabas  and  Saul  to 
«  a  certain  work,  for  which  God  had  designed  them.     Which  they  did  with  prayer,  and  fasting, 

*  and  laying  on  of  their  hands.     And  being  sent  forth  by  that  special  appointment  of  heaven, 

*  they  went  to  Seleucia,  and  thence  they  sailed  to  the  island  of  Cyprus.* 

This  text,  compared  with  others,  may  cast  light  upoif  them,  and  be  illustrated  by  them. 

Acts  XX.  82,  23.  "  And  now,  behold,  I  go  bound  in  the  spirit  to  Jerusalem,  not  knowing 
the  things  that  shall  befall  me  there:  save  that  the  Holy  Ghost  witnesseth  in  every  city,  saying, 
that  bonds  and  afflictions  abide  me.**  That  is,  God  nad  declared  as  much  by  the  mouth  of 
Christian  prophets,  in  several  cities,  through  which  the  apostle  had  already  passed.  Which  is 
agreeable  to  what  St.  Luke  says  more  particularly  in  the  account  of  what  happened  at  Cesarea. 
en.  xxi.  10,  11.  "  And  as  we  tarried  there  many  days,  there  came  down  fi-om  Judea  a  certain 
prophet,  named  Agabus.  And  when  he  came  unto  us,  he  took  Paul's  girdle,  and  bound  his 
own  hands  and  feet,  and  said:  Thus  saith  the  Holy  Ghost:  So^hall  the  Jews  at  Jerusalem  bind 
the  man  that  owns  this  girdle,  and  shall  deliver  him  into  the  hands  of  the  Gentiles. 

St.  Paul  speaks  of  Timothy's  having  been  ordained  out  of  a  regard  to  some  prophecies  con- 
cerning him.  1  Tim.  i.  18.  ""This  charge  I  commit  unto  thee,  son  Timothy,  according  to  the 
prophecies  which  went  before  concerning  thee,  that  thou  by  them  mightest  war  a  good  warfare.** 
And  ch.  iv.  14.  "  Neglect  not  the  gift  that  is  in  thee,  which  was  given  thee  by  prophecy,  with 
the  laying  on  of  the  hands  of  the  presbytery.** 

There  were  prophets,  who,  wnen  under  inspiration,  had  said  some  things  to  the  advantage 
of  Timothy:  by  which  the  apostle  had  been  encouraged  to  bestow  upon  him  eminent  gifts,  and 
to  instate  him  in  an  important  and  useful  office. 

This  enables  us  also  to  understand  what  is  said  Acts  xx.  28.  "  Take  heed  to  yourselves,  and 
to  the  whole  flock,  over  which  the  Holy  Ghost  has  made  you  overseers.'*  They  had  been  made 
bishops  by  some,  who  were  Inspired,  or  who  had  been  directed  in  their  choice  by  persons  speak- 
ing with  inspiration. 

So  Barnabas  and  Saul  were  sent  out  from  Antioch,  according  to  prophecy,  with  an  important 
commission.     But  their  designation  may  have  been  more  express  and  solemn,  than  that  of  the 
others,  just  taken  notice  of  by  us. 
*  11.  Acts  XV.  2S.    *^  For  it  seemed  good  unto  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  to  us,  to  lay  upon  you 

•  —' dixit Spiritus Stncliw]  Per prophctai .  Grot.inloc. 
VOL.  V.  G 
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no  greater  burden,  than  these  necessary  things :  that  is,  •  ^  It  has  seemed,  good  to  us,  who  have 

*  the  spirit  of  God,  or  are  inspired.' 

12.  Acts  xix.  1 — 6.  ««  And  it  came  to  pass,  that  whilst  Apollos  was  at  Corinth,  Paul  having 
passed  through  the  upper  coast,  came  to  Ephesus.  And  findmg  certain  disciples,  he  said  unto 
them:  Have  ye  received  the  Holy  Ghost,  since  ye  believed?  And  they  said  unto  him  :  We  have 
not  so  much  as  heard,  whether  there  be  any  Holy  Ghost.  And  he  said  unto  them :  Unto  what 
then  were  ye  baptized?  And  they  said:  Unto  John's  Woptism.  Then  said  Paul:  John  verily 
baptized  with  the  baptism  of  repentance,  saying  unto  the  people  tjvgtt  they  should  believe  on 
him  which  should  come  after  him,  that  is,  on  Christ  Jesus.  When  they  newni  tv^:*,  they  were 
baptized  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  And  when  Paul  had  laid  his  hands  upon  them,  the 
Holy  Ghost  came  upon  them,  and  they  spake  with  tongues,  and  prophesied.  And  all  the  im?>^ 
were  about  twelve." 

In  the  preceding  chapter,  ver.  24,  25.  we  are  informed  of  **  a  Jew  named  Apollos,  born  at 
Alexandria,  an  eloquent  man,  and  mighty  in  the  scriptures,  who  came  to  Ephesus, — ^knowing 
only  the  baptism  of  John.'*  This  likewise  was  the  case  of  the  men  here  spoken  oi\  They  were 
in  Judea  when  John  preached,  or  when  he  began  to  preach,  and  leftjt  before  our  Lord  appeared 
publicly.  Or  else  they  had  been  instructed  by  Apollos,  or  some  other  such  person,  who  wais 
ijot  fully  acquainted  with  the  doctrine  of  Christ.  And  they  knew  nothing  of  the  preaching  of 
the  apostles,  and  other  transactions  at  Jerusalem,  and  in  Judea,  after  our  Lord's  ascension. 

Dr.  Wall's  explication  of  ver.  2.  Critical  Notes  upon  the  N.  T.  p.  164.  is  this^  *  We  have 
«  not  so  much  as  heard,   whether  there  be  any  such  powers  of  prophesying,   speaking,  with 

*  tongues,  &c-  giauted  to  those  that  believe.* 

Which  interpretation  seems  to  me  to  be  very  right.  These  men  did  not  know,  or  had  not 
beard,  that  there  was  then  any  general  pouring  out  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  in  which  they  could  par- 
take. They  might  know,  that  a  genersQ  effusion  of  extraordinary  gifts  liad  been  foretold  by  the 
Erophets,  as  the  privilege  of  the  days  of  the  Messiah.  But  they  had  not  heard,  or  been  informed 
y  any,  that  such  a  thing  was  yet  vouchsafed  to  men:  so  far  were  tiey  from  having  received  it 
fnemselves. 

And  I  should  think,  it  must  appear  evident  to  all,  that  i»  this  paragraph,  the  Holy  Ghosts 
wherever  mentioned,  that  is,  in  Paul's  question,  in  the  answer  made  by  these  men,  and  the 
apostle's  following  action,  denotes  a  power,  a  blessing,  a  privilege^  and  not  a  person.. 

Miraculous  eifts  being  tlien  very  common,  and  generally  bestowed  upon  those,  who  professed 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  St.  Paul  meeting  with  these  men  at  Ephesus,  asks  them :  "  Have  ye  re- 
ceived the  Holy  Ghost  since  ye  believed  ?  And  they  said  unto  him :  We  haVe  not  so  much  as 
heard,  that  there  is  any  Holy  Ghost.  And  when  Paul  had  laid  his  hands  upon  them,  the  Holy 
Ghost  came  upon  them,  and  they  spake  with  tongues,  and  prophesied  i  that  is,  when  he  had  laid 
Ids  hands  upon  them,  they  received  miraculous  powers,  and  immediately  spake  with  tongues 
and  prophesied. 

I  shall  place  below,  in  the  margin,  the  observations  of  **Grotius,  and  ^  Witsius  upon  this  text,, 
who  speak  to  the  same  purpose,  or  not  very  differently .^ 

13.  Rom.  xiv.  !?•  "  For  the  kingdom  of  God  is  not  meat  and  drink,  but  righteousness, 
peace  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost.'* 

Tlie  last  clause,  which  should  now  be  explained  by  me,  has  been  differently  understood.. 
Whitby,  in  his  annotations,  says,   *  it  signifies  an  inward  joy^  arising  from  the  consolations  of  the 

*  Holy  Ghost.*     And  Le  Clerc,  *  The  inward  satisfaction,  wlbich  we  enjoy,  when  we  live  accord- 

•  *  Visom  est  enim  Spiritui  Sancto,  et  nobis.*]     Id  est,        .^  Quos  interrogat/  '  ecquid  Spiritum  Sanctum  accepissent 
nobis  per  Spiritum  Sanctum,    kv  ha  ^voiv.     Grot,  in  loc.  '  postquam  credidenint/  Jlli  vero  negant,  audivisse,  se  '  sitne 

Adeo  lit  verborum  sensus  esse  videatur :  nobis,  qui  Spiritu  '  Spiritua  Sanctus/     Respondent  ex  catechesi  majorum,  qui 

Sancto  donati  sumus,  visum  est.     Limborch.  in  Act.  Apost.  edocti  erant,  a  morte  £zrx,  Haggasii  Zachariae,  et  Malacbise, 

p.  152.  fin.  Spiritum  Sanctum  ab  Israelitis  esse  ablatum.     Porro,  resti- 

*•  '  Si  Spiritum  Sanctum  accepistis  credentes  ?*]  Spiritus  tutum  esse,   negant  stbi  compertuai.     Palam  est,   non  de 

Sanctus  hie,  et  in  sequentibus,  ita  ut  Johannis  vii.  S^.  sunt  persooi   Spirittls  S.  sed  de  singularibus  et  Tisibilibus  illius 

<lona  ista  Ecclesiae  Cbristianae  reservata  j  qu«  Paulus  baud  donis  utrimquc  sermonem  esse.     Wits.  De  Viti  FauH,  Sect, 

dubium  quin  pluribus  vocibus  descripserit.  viii.  p.  I07. 

*  Sed  ne^ne  si  Spiritus  Sanctus  est,  audivimns.*]     Non 
audiTimos  dari  nunc  talia  dona.    Grot,  ad  Act.  xix.  2. 
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« ing  to  the  spirit  of  the  gospel.*     Mr.  Locke,  *  Joy  in  the  gifts  and  benefits  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
'  under  the  gospel.' 

But  Grotiu^  hereby  understands  *  ^  a  care  and  concern  to  exhilarate  others,  by  the  gifts  of 

*  the  spirit.'  And  considers  it  as  opposed  to  the  grieving,  oflFending,  provoking  our  brother, 
spoken  of,  and  cautioned  against  at  ver.  15. 

That  this  is  the  apostle's  intention,  appears,  I  think,  from  the  whole  argument  in  this  chap- 
ter,* and  in  the  beginning  of  the  next,  and  particularly  from  the  nearest  context,  both  before 
and  after.  Peace  is  not  inward  quiet  of  mind,  but  peaceableness,  a  love  and  study  of  peace,- 
and  doing  all  in  our  power  to  secure  and  promote  it.  Nor  does  the  apostle  speak  of  the  joy 
which  we  possess  ourselves,  but  of  that  which  we  ought  to  give  to  others.  So  likewise  Gal.  v.  22. 
•*  The  fruit  of  the  spirit  is  love,  joy,  peace,  long-suffering."  Where  joy  is  joined  with  other 
virtues  and  duties  toward  our  neighbour :  and  cannot  mean  the  satisfaction  which  we  feel  our- 
selves, but  the  satisfaction  which  we  procure  to  others. 

St.  Paul  then  her^  says,  *  The  kingdom  of  God  docs  not  consist  in  such  things  as  meat  and 
<  drink,  but  in  the  practice  of  righteousness,  in  a  love  and  study  of  peace,  and  care  to  please  and 

*  edify  our  brother  by  a  mild  and  condescending  behaviour,  and  discourses  suited  to  his  capadtv, 

*  according  to  the  doctrine  of  the  gospel,  confirmed  by  mighty  works,  arid  many  miraculous  gifts 
•and  powers  bestowed  upon  believers  in  general.'  Therefore  he  offers  that  earnest  prayer, 
chap.  XV.  6.  "  Now  the  God  of  patience  and  consolation  grant  you  to  be  like-minded  aecoroing 
to  Christ  Jesus."     That  is  according  to  the  will  and  command  of  Christ. 

14.  In  the  twelfth  chapter  of  the  first  epistle  to  the  Corinthians  the  apostle  has  a  long  argu- 
ment about  spiritual  gifts,  or  spiritual  persons,  as  some  understand  the  expression  in  ver.  1. 
Ilf pi  is  T«v  wvfUjuw«iriK«v.  Here,  undoubtedly,  are  smne  personalizing  expressions.  As  ver.  11. 
"  But  all  these  worketh  that  one  and  the  self-same  spirit,  dividing  to  every  oi\e  severally^  as  he 
will."  But  then  there  are  other  expressions,  by  which  he  shows  that  by  the  Spirit  he  means  a 
blessing,  a  gifl,  a  power. 

Ver.  7-     "  But  the  manifestation  of  the  Spirit  is   given  to  every  man  to  profit  withal  :** 

*  That  is,  but  the  plentiful  effusion  of  spiritual  gifts,  with  which  the  church  of  God  is  now 

*  favoured,  is  designed  for  general  good.     And  everv  one  is  to  exercise  his  own  particular  gift 

*  in  the  way  most  conducive  to  the  advantage  of  his  brethren  in  Christ.* 

And  ver.  13.  **  For  by  one  spirit,  aie  we  all  baptized  into  one  body,  whether  we  be  Jews 
or  Gentiles,  whether  we  be  bond  or  free.  And  have  been  all  made  to  drink  into  one  spirit.V 
So  we  translate  the  words:  but  I  suppose  they  might  be  better  rendered  in  this  manner.  *  "  For 
we  have  all  been  baptized  with  one  ^  spirit,  that  we  might  be  one  body,  whether  we  be  Jews  or 
Gentiles,  whether  we  be  bond  or  free,  and  we  have  been  all  made  to  drink  into  one  spirit."  All 
believers  in  Jesus  Christ,  of  every  nation  and  people,  of  every  rank  and  condition,  had  received 
the  like  or  selfsame  spiritual  gifts,  that  they  might  reckon  themselves  to  be,  and  behave  as  one 
body;  being  all  united  together  in  love  and.  friendship,  in  communion  and  worship.  Moreover 
in  the  same  context  the  apostle  says,  ver.  6.  **  And  there  are  diversities  of  operations:  but  it 
is  the  same  God  which  worketh  all  in  all."  And  ver.  28.  "  And  God  hath  set  some  in  the 
church,  first  apostles,  secondarily  prophets,  thirdly  teachers,  after  that  miracles,  then  gifts  of 
healing,  helps,  governments,  diversities  of  tongues.*' 

Many  interpreters  have  supposed,  that  in  the  phrase,  <'  and  have  been  all  made  to  drink  into 
one  spirit,*'  the  apostle  alludes  to  the  eucharistical  cup.  But  I  do  not  perceive  any  good  ground 
for  it  J  think  the  apostle  carries  on  the  same  allusion.  M6n  were  baptized  with  water.  Re« 
ceiving  the  spirit  in  a  plentiful  effusion  is  called  bein^  baptized  with  the  spirit:  and  the  spirit 
is  compared  to  water.  John  vii.  37 — 39.  and  see  Is.  xliv.  3.  Joel  ii.  18.  and  elsewhere.  I  think 
the  apostle  compares  the  Spirit,  or  the  plentiful  effusion  of  spiritual  powers  and  gifls,  such  as 

*   Cora  exhilarandi  alios  per  dona  splrit^is  sancti,   nou         ^  Kai  yap  sv  hi  irvtviJMn  ij/xt i^  mayrif  us  ^  vwtLOL  tKamifr" 

aatem  eos  irritandi,  qood  modo  dixit  Xvirf(y«    Grrot.  in  loc.  (i^fy-^xai  wavrM$  v$  iv  mytvfuanttio'irf^By. 

Limborchf  in  his  commentary  upon  the  epistle  to  the  Ro«         ^  Matt  iii.  11.     ''I  indeed  baptize  }'ou  with  water  :-—^ 

mans,  largely  asserts  the  same  sense.     Beausobre  likewise^  in  but  lie  tliat  cometh  afier  roe  shall  baptize  you  with  the  Holy 

a  few  words,  finely  illustrates  the  text  after  this  interpretation.  Ghost,  and  with  fire."    Avtog  i^Las  fiaTticti  ty  wviVfjian  e^yi^, 

1  would  also  refer  to  Mr.  Joseph  Morris's  sermons,  published  kcu  wvpi, 
in    1743,    particularly  his  sermons   upon  I  Thess.  v.  I6. 
*J  Aejoice  evermore.** 
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the  church  of  Christ  was  then  favoured  with,  to  a  fountain  or  river.  We  have  all  drank  at,  and 
been  refreshed  out  of  the  same  fountain. 

The  Syriac  version  of  the  last  clause  of  this  verse  is :  *  And  we  have  all  drank-in  one  spirit/ 
Et  omnes  nos  unum  Spiritum  imbibimus.  The  Latin  version  may  be  also  observed :  £t  omnes 
in  uno  Spiritu  potati  sumus. 

15.  I  may  take  this  opportunity,  to  consider  the  difficult  words  of  the  third  verse  of  this 
chapter.  «*  Wherefore  I  give  you  to  understand,  that  no  man  speaking  by  the  Spirit  of  God, 
calleth  Jesus  accursed,  [or  anathema :]  and  that  no  man  can  savj  that  Jesus  is  the  Lord,  but  by 
the  Holy  Ghost."     *  That  is,  you  may  be  assured,  that  man  is  not  inspired,  whatever  pretences 

•  he  may  make,  who  pronounces  Jesus  accursed.     Nor  can  any  man  profess  faith  in  Jesus,  as 

•  the  Christ  and  Lord  of  all,  under  God  the  Father,  and  recommend  that  faith  to  others,  unless 

•  he  has  been  himself  made  partaker  of  miraculous  powers  and  gifls,  or  seen  miraculous  works 

•  performed  by  others  in  the  name  of  Jesus.'  St.  John  speaks  to  the  like  purpose.  1  Epistle, 
iv.  1—3. 

16.  2  Cor.  iii.  17,  18.  "  Now  the  Lord  is  that  spirit.  And  where  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  is, 
there  is  liberty.  But  we  all  with  open  face  beholding  as  in  a  glass  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  are 
changed  into  the  same  image  from  glory  to  glory,  even  as  by  the  spirit  of  the  Lord.**  Or,  as 
others  choose  to  render  it,  by  the  Lord  the  spirit.     However,  in  both  is  the  same  sense.. 

Dr.  Whitby  will  assist  us  in  explaining  these  words.  For  in  his  Annotations  upon  ver.  7 — 11. 
of  this  chapter,  he  says :  *  The  glory  of  God,  or  of  the  Lord,  in  the  Old  Testament,  imports  a 
^bright  light,  or  flame  included  in  a  cloud,  styled  the  cloud  of  glory.     And  because  this,  when- 

•  ever  it  appeared,  was  a  symbol  of  God's  glorious  presence,  it  is  styled  by  the  Jews  Shechinah,* 

•  the  habitation.     See  Ex.  xvi.  7*  10.  ch.  xr.  34.     This  glory,  saith  the  author  of  Cosri,  is  the 

•  divine  light,  which  God  vouchsafeth  to  his  people.  By  the  Shechinah,  says  EHas,  we  under- 
< stand  the  Holy  Spirit.  As  it  is  evident  they. do,  in  these  sayings:  The  Sliechinah  will  not 
^  dwell  with  sorrowful  or  melancholy  men.  The  Shechinah  will  only  dwell  with  a  strong,  rich, 
'  wise,  and  humble  man.     The  Shechinah  dwells  with  the  meek.     And  the  like.' 

We  should  now  observe  the  nearest  context,  from  ver.  12.  "  Seeing  then  that  we  have  such 
hope,"  or  such  confidence,  and  well-grounded  assurance,  we,  the  apostles  of  Christ,  <*  use  great 
plainness  of  speech,'*  boldly  preaching  the  pure  gospel  of  Christ,  without  recommending  to  meii 
the  rituals  of  the  law.  Ver.  13.  "  And  not  as  Moses,  who  put  a  vail  over  his  face" —  Ver.  14. 
"  For  until  this  day  remaineth  the  vail  untaken  away,  in  the  reading  of  the  Old  Testamenti^ 
Which  vail  is  done  away  in  Christ.'*  Ver.  15.  "  But  even  unto  this  day,  when  Moses  is  read^ 
the  vail  is  upon  their  hearts."  Ver.  16.  "  Nevertheless,  when  it  shall  turn  unto  the  Lord,  the 
vail  shall  be  taken  away."  Ver.  I7.  "  Now  the  Lord  is  that  spirit,  and  where  the  spirit  of  the 
Lord  is,  there  is  liberty." 

Here  is  throughout  an  allusion  to  the  history  of  Moses,  after  his  receiving  from  God,  the 
second  time,  the  two  tables  of  the  law  in  the  mount. 

Ex.  xxitiv.  29 — 34.  "  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Moses  came  down  from  Mount  Sinai — 
that  Moses  wist  not,  that  the  skin  of  his  face  shone — And  when  Aaron,  and  all  the  children  of 
Israel,  saw  Moses,  behold  the  skin  of  his  face  shone.  And  thev  were  afraid  to  come  nigh  him. 
And  Moses  called  unto  them.    And  Aaron,  and  all  the  rulers  of  the  congregation  returned  unto 

him.     And  Moses  talked  with  them.     Afterwards  all  the  children  of  Israel  came  nigh And 

till  Moses  had  done  speaking  unto  them,  he  put  a  vail  on  his  face.  But  when  Moses  went 
before  the  Lord,  to  speak  with  him,  he  took  the  vail  off  until  he  came  out.** 

That  is  what  the  apostle  alludes  to,  when  he  says,  ver.  16,  I7.  "  Nevertheless,  when  it  shall 
turn  to  the  Lord,*'  that  is,  when  the  Jews  shall  come  to  Christ,  and  believe  in  him,  "  the  vail 
shall  be  taken  away."  For  Moses,  when  he  went  in,  to  appear  before  the  Lord,  took  off  the 
vail.  «  Now  the  Lord  is  that  spirit.*'  The  Lord  Jesus  is  the  glory  of  God:  and  by  coming  to 
him,  we  are  as  in  the  divine  presence,  and  converse  without  a  vail.  Which  is  what  is  meant  by 
those  words:  "  And  where  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  is,  there  is  liberty.** 

Then  it  follows  in  ver.  18.  "  But  we  all  with  open  face,  beholding  as  in  a  glass  the  glory 
of  the  Lord,  are  changed  into  the  same  image,  from  glory  to  glory,  even  as  by  the  spirit  of  the 
Lord.**     *  But  it  is  not  now  with  us,  as  it  was  with  the  Israelites  of  old,  who  only  saw  the  face 

•  of  Moses  through  a  vail,  and  received  no  derivation  of  liis  glory  upon  themselves;  the  bright- 

•  ness  of  it,  having  been  intercepted  by  the  vail.     No,  it  is  not  so  with  us.     For  now,  we  all. 
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•both  Jews  and  Gentiles,  who  are  followers  of  Jesus,  and  the  people  of  God,  under  the  gospel- 
•dispensation,  "  with  open,  [or  unvailed,3  face,  beholding  as  in  a  mirror  the  glory  of  the  Lord,** 
•seeuig  a  strong  and  lively  impression  of  the  divine  glory  in  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ,  aiul  his 
'gospel:  and  there  being  a  bright,  and  clear,  and  strong  refulgence  of  that  glory  upon  us,  "  we 
•are  changed  into  the  same  image  from  fflory  to  glory,  as  by  the  spirit  of  the  Lord:*'  we  are 

•  transformed  into  the  same  likeness,  whidfi  is  continually  increasing  and  improving.  And  the 
^  impression,  made  upon  us,  is  much  the  same,  as  if  we  were  in  the  divine  presence,  and  saw  the 

•  glory  of  God,  with  as  near  and  full  a  manifestation,  as  can  be  admitted  in  the  present  state/ 

17.  2  Cor.  xiii.  14.  "  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Clirist,  and  the  love  of  God,  and  thie 
communion  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  with  you  all.     Amen." 

The  last  clause  may  imply  a  wish,  that  those  Christians  might  continue  to  partake  in  mira- 
culous gifts  and  powers.  JBut  we  have  observed,  that  sometimes  by  the  Spirit,  or  Holy  Spirit, 
may  be  understood  any  good  things,  conducive  to  men's  real  happiness.  Compare  Matt.  vii.  11. 
with  Luke  xi.  13.  And  see  Eph.  i.  3.  Prov.  i.  23.  In  this  place  therefore  we  may  suppose  to 
be  hereby  meant  a  participation  of,  and  communion  in  all  the  blessings  of  the  gospel,  and  all 
other  needful  good  things. 

18.  Eph.  ii.  22.  "  in  whom  ye  also  are  builded  for  an  habitation  of  God  through  the 
spirit.'* 

Dr.  Jeremiah  Hunt  shall  explain  the  text  for  us.  * 

<  1  think,*  says  he,  *  there  is  an  expression  made  use  of  in  respect  to  all  believers  in  the  first 
age.  "  Ye  are  the  habitation  of  Goa  through  the  spirit.*'  We,  Christians,  are  the  habitation 
of  God's  Shechinah,  the  people,  among  whom  God  dwells.  He  dwelt  as  a  political  king  with 
the  Jews,  by  a  sen9ible  symbol  of  his  presence.  He  dwelt  with  Christian  societies  (when  this: 
doctrine  was  first  planted)  by  those  extraordinary  gifts  of  the  spirit.  That  is  spoken  of,  in  such 
terms,  as  are  made  use  ofi  to  express  God's  inhabiting  among  the  people  of  Israel.  He  dwelt 
with  the  Jews  in  the  tabernacle,  and  the  temple.  He  dwelt  witli  Christians,  in  the  first  esta* 
blishment  of  this  religion,  by  the  extraordinary  gifts,  which  he  imparted  to  the  apostles,  wha 
were  to  found  his  doctrine,  and  to  establisli  it.  Thus  far,  you  see,,  we  are  free  from  enthusiasm.' 

<  I  would  farther  observe,  Christ  promiseth  those  who  believe  in  him,,  and  keep  his  com- 
mandments, that  he  would  love  them,  and  that  his  Father  would  love  them,  and  that  they  would 
come,  and  make  their  abode  witli  them.  John  xiv.  21,  23.  These  expressions  have  been  used 
in  a  wrong  sense  by  enthusiasts.  But  the  phrases  are  scriptural,  and  easy  to  be  understood*. 
••  I  will  come,  and  dwell  with  you."  There  is  a  reference  to  the  Shechinah,  the  divine  glory. 
By  the  spiritual  gifts,  which  the  Father  has  given  me  power  to  confer,  I  will  induce  you  totf 
believe  in  me.  You  will  then  become  the  habitation  of  my  Father*  He  will  have  communion 
or  society  with  you,  by  those  gifts,  which  he  will  enable  me  to  impart^  and  by  which  that  doc-* 
trine  shall  be  confirmed,  and  established.' 

There  are  divers  other  texts,  where  Christians  are  spoken  of  as  the  temple  of  God  through 
the  spirit.  And  in  all  of  them  there  is  an  allusion  to  the  presence  of  God  among  the  Jewish 
people,  and  in  the  temple  at  Jerusalem. 

1.)  1  Cor.  iii.  16,  I7.  *'  Know  ye  not,  tliat  ye  are  the  temple  of  God,  and  that  the  Spirit 
of  God  dwelleth  in  you.  If  any  man  defile  the  temple  of  God,  him  shall  God  destroy.  For 
the  temple  of  God  is  holy,  which  ye  are.'* 

2.)  1  Cor.  vi.  19.  "  What,  know  ye  not,  that  your  body  is  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost,, 
which  ye  have  of  Godl** 

3.)  2  Cor.  vi.  16*  "  And  what  agreement  hath  the  temple  of  God  with  idols?  For  ye  are 
the  temple  of  the  living  God:  as  God  hath  said :  1  will  dwell  in  them,  and  walk  in  them:  and 
I  will  be  their  God,  and  they  shall  be  my  people,"     See  Lev.  xxvi.  11,  12. 

I  would  observe,  that  in  the  second  of  these  three  texts  the  apostle  seems  to  speak  of  the- 
spirit,  as  a  gift:  which,  says  he,  ye  have  of  God.  Grotius  says,  that  the  Holy  Ghost  here  is  the: 
same  as  the  Shechinah.    I  shall  place  his  note  below.  ^ 

•  Sec  his  Sermon  upon  Communion  with  God:  on  1  John  partes  *  basilica  templi:*  corpus  ver©  'porticns/  cam  sub- 

i.  6,  7.  vol.  III.  p.  426,  427.  dialibus.     Bene  banc  locum  explicat  Tertullianus  libro  de 

^  '  SpiritusSaoctus'  hie  idem  cpiod  Shekinah  [' Numcn  Cultu  Feminarum  altero:  '  Cum  omnes  templum  simus  Dei» 

'  Divinum*]  in  templo.    Totus  homo  *  templum  Dei,'  supra  '  illato  in  nos  et  consecrato  Spiritu  Sancto,  ejus  tenipli  aeditua 

iii.  16,  17.    Sed  ' adytum*  est  mens  hominis :  animi  caeterae  '  et  antistita  Pudidtia  est>  quae  nihil  immunHnm  ac profaniMU 
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And  upon  the  tliird,  the  last  cited  text,   "  ye  are  the  temple  of  the  living  God,"  he  sajrs : 

*  Where  '  (jod  dwells,  there  is  a  temple.     God  dwells  in  good  men  by  his  spirit.     They  there* 

*  fore  are  the  temple  of  God.     Nor  is  it  without  reason  added  *  living.*     For  the  gods  of  the 

*  heathen  were  dead  men.' 

19.  The  commonness  of  spiritual  gifts,  and  the  ends^and  uses  of  them  appear  from  many  texts* 
1.)  Eph.  i.  13.    In  whom  "  ye  also  trusted,  after  £iat  yeheard  the  word  of  truth,  the  gospel 

of  your  salvation:  in  whom  also  after  that  ye  believed,  ye  were  sealed  with  that  Holy  Spirit  of 

promise :"  or,  with  that  Holy  Spirit,  which  had  been  promised. 

Upon  which  text  Mr.  Locke  remarks  in  these  words :  *  The  Holy  Ghost  was  neither  pro- 

*  mised,  nor  given  to  the  heathens,  who  were  apostates  from  God,  and  enemies,  but  only  to  the 

*  people  of  God*     And  therefore  the  converted  Ephesians  having  received  it,  might  be  assured 

*  thereby,  that  they  were  now  the  people  of  God,  and  might  rest  satisfied  in  this  pledge  of  it.* 

2.)  Eph*  ii.  18*    ^*  For  througn  him  we  both  have  access  by  one  spirit  unto  the  Father.** 

<  For  through  him  we  are  all  encouraged  in  our  access  to  the  Father,  and  are  persuaded  of  our 

<  acceptance  with  him:  the  like  miraculous  gifts,  which  can  come  from  God  only,  having  been 

*  bestowed  equally  upon  Jews  and  Gentiles.' 

3.)  Eph*  iv.  30.  "  And  grieve  not  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  whereby  ye  are  sealed  unto  the 
day  of  redemption:'*  or  rather,  wherewith  ye  were  sealed  in  the  day  of  redemption. 

The  miraculous  gift;s  and  powers  bestowed  upon  the  Christian  church,  in  its  early  days,  are 
enumerated  in  several  places.  Rom.  xii.  6—8.  1  Cor.  xii.  1 — 11.  28 — SO.  xiii.  1,  2.  xiv. 
Eph.  iv.  11,  12.     And  see  Eph.  v.  18 — 20.  Col.  iii.  16.     1  Thess*  v.  19 — ^21. 

These  gifl^s  and  powers,  bestowed  upon  the  apostles,  and  others,  soon  after  our  Lord^s  ascen- 
sion, vindicated  tHem,  and  justified  their  preaching  in  his  name,  and  enabled  them  to  do  it  with 
success. 

The  pouring  out  of  such  ^fts  upon  Cornelius,  and  his  company,  in  an  extraordinary  manner, 
immediately  from  heaven,  satisfied  the  apostles,  that  Gentiles  might  be  received  into  the  church, 
as  God's  people,  upon  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  without  taking  upon  them  the  observation  of  the 
rituals  of  the  law  of  Moses.     Acts  x.  44—4*8.  xi.  15 — 18. 

And  gifts  of  the  spirit  were  bestowed  upon  many  with  the  imposition  of  the  hands  of  the 
apostles.  Which  afibrded  great  comfort  to  them,  '^  as  it  satisfied  them,  that  they  were  received 
by  God,  as  his  people  and  children.  This  appears  in  several  texts.  iSome  more  of  which  shall 
be  here  alleged. 

4.)  Rom.  i.  11.  •«  For  I  long  to  see  you,  that  I  may  impart  unto  you  some  spiritual  gift;,  to 
the  end  you  may  be  established.**     Comp.  xv.  29. 

5.)  Kom.  V.  5.  <<  And  hope  maketh  not  ashamed^  because  the  love  of  God  is  shed  abroad  in 
our  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  is  given  to  us." 

6.)  Rom.  viii.  15 — 17.  "  For  ye  have  received  the  Spirit  of  adoption,  whereby  we  cry: 
Abba,  Father.  The  Spirit  itself  beareth  witness  with  our  spirits,  that  we  are  the  children  of 
Gotl.  And  if  children,  then  heirs,  heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs  witfi  Christ**  See  also  ver.  23. 
And  compare  Gal.  iv.  5 — "J. 

7.)  1  Cor.  VI.  11.  "  And  such  were  some  of  you.  But  ye  are  washed,  but  ye  are  sanctified, 
but  ye  are  justified,  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God."  *  That 

*  is,  ye  have  been  cleansed,  and  sanctified  by  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  and  have  been  fully  assured 
'  of  your  acceptance  with  God,  by  the  spiritual  gifts  conferred  upon  you.* 

8.)  2  Cor.  i.  21,  22.  "  Now  he  which  establisheth  us  with  ypu,  in  .Christ,  and  has  anointed 
us,  is  God.    Who  has  also  sealed  us,  and  given  the  earnest  of  his  Spirit  in  our  hearts. 

90  2  Cot.  xi.  4.  For,  if  he  that  cometh  to  you,  preacheth  another  Jesus,  whom  we  have  not 
preached:  or,  if  ye  receive  another  Spirit,  which  ye  have  not  received:  or  another  gospel,  which 
ye  have  not  accepted,  ye  might  well  bear  with  himi.'* 

'  inferri  sinat,  ne  Deus  ille,  qui  inhabilat,  ioquioatam  sedem  Deu8  b»t»ittt.    In  pits  habitat  Dcus  per  Spiritum  Sanctum. 

'  offensns  derelinquat/  Sunt  igitur  templum  Dei.     Idem  sensus  1  Cor.  iii.  17-  et  vi. 

OtJ  fiv^re  aro  9fe.]     Spiritus  ille  a  Deo  est  jnnlto  niagif  \4),  Nee  frustra  addidit  Xfortos,  quia  dii  gentium  erant  ho- 

qtiam  splendor  ille,  qui  apparebat  interdum  inter  Cherubinoa.  fiotoes  mortui.     Grot,  in  loc. 

Conatructio  est  Graeca,  qu«,  relativo  pronomini  dat  casum  ^  Sic  ct  dona  ilia  Dei,  puta  prophetiap,  sanationes,  linguae, 

jM-aecedentem.     Grot,  in  loc.  cjectiones  dasmonum,  certoa  reddebant  credentes,  de  patemi 

^  *  Yds  euini  estisHemplum  Dei  mi/]    Templum  est,  ubi  Dei  in  se  benevoleotiik.    Grot  in  £ph.  1.  Id. 
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By  "  another  spirit**  the  apostle  cannot  mean  another  intelligent  agent:  but  must  mean 
greater  and  more  excellent  spiritual  gifts,  than  those  which  had  been  imparted  to  the  Corinthians 
by  himself.*  Mr.  Locke's  paraphrase  is  in  these  words  :  *  Or,  if  you  have  received  from  him 
(the  intruder)  other,  or  greater  gifts  of  the  Spirit,  than  those  you  have  received  from  me.* 
See  1  Cor.  xii. 

10.)  Gal.  iii.  2.  "  This  only  would  I  learn  of  you.  Received  ye  the  Spirit  by  the  works  of 
the  law,  or  by  the  hearing  of  faith  ?*'  This  is  paraphrased  by  Mr.  Locke  aft^r  this  manner.  *  This 
«  one  thing  J  desire  to  know  of  you.     Did  you  receive  the  miraculous  gifts  of  the  Spirit  by  the 

*  works  of  the  law,  or  by  the  gospel  preached  to  you  ?* 

11.)  Ver.  5.  <*  He  therefore  that  miuistereth  to  you  the  Spirit,  and  worketh  miracles  among  you, 
doth  he  it  by  the  works  of  the  law,  or  by  the  hearing  of  faith  ?'*  Here  kgain  Mr.  Locke's  paraphrase 
is  this ;  *  Tlje  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost  that  have  been  conferred  upon  you,  have  they  not  been 

*  conferred  upon  you  as  Christians,  professing  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  not  as  observers  of  the 

*  law  ?     And  hath  not  he,  who  has  conveyed  these  gifts  to  you,  and  done  miracles  among  you, 

*  ao^^fjjs  a  preacher  and  professor  of  the  gospel  ?/ 

^y  ^"T^ch  texts  we  see,  how  common  spiritual  gifts  were  in  the  churches  of  Christ. 
St.  Paul,  m  Epltv  •*.  |q  ^Jted  just  now,  useth  the  expression,  "  that  holy  Spirit  of  promise.'^ 
Our  Lord  s  own  words  lu^.  cc  ^nd  behold,  I  send  the  promise  of  my  Father  upon  you,''  Luke 
XXIV.  49.  Again,  «  He  comit»-^igd  them,  that  they  should  not  cfepart  from  Jerusalem,  but 
wait  for  the  promise  of  the  Father  i  "^^^lUh^  said  he,  ye  have  heard  of  me,»'  jVcts  i.  4.  And  see 
ch.  ii.  S3. 

Indeed  the  promise  of  the  spirit  waa  made  to  all  believers  in  generaU  and  not  to  apostles 
onl}r :  though  to  them  especially,  and  in  a  greater  measure,  tlian  to  others.  The  promise  of  the 
spirit  is  delivered  by  Jesus  himself,  by  his  forerunner,  and  by  the  ancient  prophets,  as  the  great 
blessing  of  the  evangelical  dispensation,  or  the  privilege  of  the  times  of  the  Messiah. 

Says  our  Lord's  forerunner,  "  I  baptize  you  with  water He  shall  baptize  with  the  Holy 

Ghost,  and  with  fire,"  Matt.  iii..  11..  Comp.  Acts  i.  5.  ch..xi.  16.     Our  Lord  says,  John  vh. 
38,  39.  "  He  that  believeth  on  me,  as  tlie  scripture  hath  said,  out  of  his  belly  shall  flow  riversi. 

of  living  water" ^  And,  adds  the  evangelist:.  "This he  spake  of  the  Spirit,  which  they  that 

believe  on  him  should  receive.'*  And  Mark  xvi.  17,  18..  "  These  signs  shall  follow  them  that 
believe.'*  In  my  name  shall  they  cast  out  daemons.  They  shall  speak  with  new  tongues.  They 
shall  take  up  serpents.  And  if  they  drink  any  deadly  thing,  it  shall  not  hurt  them.  They  shall' 
lay  hands  on  the  sick,  and  they  shall  recover.'  For  tlie  promises  of  the  Old  Testament,  1  need, 
now  refer  only  to  Acts  ii.  16—18.  And  St..  Peter,  directing  and  comforting  those  who  were 
much  aflfected  with  his  first  discoiu'se  afler  Christ's  ascension,  "  said  unto  them :  Repent,  and 
be  baptized  every  one  of  you  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  for  the  remission  of  sins.  And  he- 
shall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  For  the  promise  is  to  you,  and  to  your  children,  and: 
to  all  that  are  afar  off,  even  as  many  a&  the  Lord  our  God  shall  call,"  ch.  ii.  88,  39.  Again  : 
"  And  we  are  his  witnesses  of  these  things.  And  so  also  is  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  God  has  given: 
to  them  that  obey  him,"  ver.  32. 

20.  1  shall  here  put  together  some  ©f  those  texts,  which  contain  exhortations  to  such  as  were* 
partakers  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  or  had  been  favoured  with  spiritual  gifts. 

•  1.)  Eph.  iv.  30.  "  And  grieve-not  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God»  \^hereby  ye  are  sealed  unto  the 
day  of  redemption."  Or,  "  with  which  ye  were  sealed  in  the  day  of  redemption."  This  text- 
was  quoted  before,  upon  another  account. 

Here  may  be  a  reference  to  Is.  Ixiii.  10.  ^^  By  the  spirit  of  God"  the  apostle  means  those 
powers  and  gifls  with  which  those  Christians  had  been  sealed ;  and  by  which  they  might  be 
known,  both  to  themselves  and  others,  to  be  the  people  of  God.  See 'Eph.  i.  13,  14.  In  the 
preceding  and  following  Verses  the  apostle  cautions  the  Ephesians  to  avoid  every  thing,  by  which 
God  might  be  offended,  and  provoked  to  withhold  his  gracious  influences,  or  to  withdraw  from 
them  tlie  gifls  that  had  been  bestowed  upon  them.    ^<  Let  no  corrupt  communication  proceed  out 

of  your  mouth Let  all  bitterness,  and  wrath,  and  anger,  and  clamour,  and  evil*speaking,  be  . 

put  away  from  you,  with  all  malice.*' 

^  H  WYiVfi^a  Wipfiv  XojtXavtri,   i  bk  tXaCett.    Aot  si  is  vobis  potiora  dona  Splritus  confene  potoit,  qaam  nos  pcrma* 

nuum  imposiiioDem  TobircoDtulimus.    Grot,  in  loe. 
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2.)  Eph.  V.  18,  19.  "  And  be  not  drunk  with  wine,  wherein  is  excess :  but  be  filled  with  the 
Spirit,  speaking  to  yourselves  in  psalms,  and  hymns,  and  spiritual  songs,  singing,  and  making 
melody  in  your  heart  to  the  Lord."  *  That  is,  be  careful  not  to  be  drunk  with  wine,  in  which 

*  men  are  too  liable  to  exceed.  But,  when  you  are  di::posed  to  be  cheerful,  gratify  and  entertain 
«  yourselves  and  others,  with  a  free  exercise  of  the  spiritual  gifts  wherewith  Uod  has  blessed  you/ 
Comp.  Col.  iv.  16. 

S.)  1  Thess.  v.  19 — 22.  "  Quench  not  the  Spirit.  Despise  not  prophesyings.  Prove  all 
things.     Hold  fast  that  which  is  good.     Abstain  fi*om  all  appearance  of  evil.'* 

*  Quench  not,  nor  damp  the  spiritual  gifts,  with  which  you  have  been  favoured,  either  by  a 

*  neglect  of  any  of  them,  or  by  an  irregular  exercise  of  them,  or  by  the  indulgence  of  any  sin. 

*  And  especially,  do  not  despise,  but  cherish,  and  highly  esteem  the  gift  of  prophesying,  or 

*  speaking  by  inspiration  for  the  instruction  and  edification  of  the  church.   And  be  i|ure  that  you 

*  take  heed  to,  and  examine  what  is  proposed  to  you  in  your  public  assemblies.  Embrace  what- 
<  ever  is  right  and  good,  and  reject  every  thing  that  is  evil.' 

The  comment  of  Grotius  upon  those  words,  "  Quench  not  the  spirit,"  is  to  this  pa»^^^^' 
By  "  the  Spirit"  are  meant  the  gifts  of  healing,  and  ef  tongues,  which  are  fitiv  ^"^'^P^''^^  ^ 
fire.  And  therefore  may  be  said  to  be  "  stirred  up,"  as  in  2  Tim.  i.  6.  an^  ^^  ^'^.^  o^^^r  hand 
to  be  extinguished.  They  are  stirred  up  by  prayer,  giving  of  thanks  ^j*"  a  contmued  re^ar 
practice  of  piety.  And  are  extinguished  by  the  contrary.  iV>-^od,  under  the  eyangelicd  dis- 
pensation,  does  not  vouchsafe,  or  at  least  continue  thosi^i^^^  ^  ^^7  ^^^  such  as  beheve,  and  live 
piously.     Sec  Mark  xvi.  I7. 

And  Wolfius  says,  that  ^  by  **  the  Spirit,"  undoubtedly,  are  meant  gifta  of  the  Spirit,  who  is 
sometimes  compared  to  fire,  as  2  Tim.  i.  6- 

The  apostle  having  delivered  that  direction,  <<  Quench  not  the  Spirit,"  relating  to  spiritual 
^fts  in  general,  adds  a  particular  caution,  "  Despise  not  prophesyings,"  because,  though  it  was 
the  most  useful,  and  valuable  gift  of  all,  some,  as  it  seems,  were  apt  to  prefer  "  speaking  with 
tongues,"  as  a  more  showy  gift.  This  may  be  collected  from  what  he  writes,  2  Cor.  xiv.  And 
see  particularly  ver.  39. 

"  Abstain  from  all  appearance  of  evil.'*  Manv  und^^rstand  this  to  be  a  direction,  relating 
to  practice  in  life,  agreeably  to  our  version ;  that  Christians  should  not  onlyf abstain  from 
what  is  really,  and  manifestly  evil,  but  also  from  every  thing  that  has  but  the  appearance  of  being 
evil.  And  so  Grotius  understood  this  clause.^  But  to  me  it  seems,  that  this  last  clause  is  to  be 
understood  in  connection  with  the  former  part,  "  prove  all  things :"  and  that  it  is  intended  to  , 
direct  the  right  exercise  of  the  judgment.  Christians  should  examine  all  thhigs  proposed  to 
them,  embracing  what  is  right,  and  rejecting  every  thing  that  is  wrong.  So  this  exhortation  was 
understood  by  relagius.**  And  Grotius  himself*  interprets  the  former  expressions,  "  prove  all 
things,  and  hold  fast  that  which  is  good,"  in  the  like  manner.* 

4.)  1  Tim.  iv.  14.  "  Neglect  not  the  gift  that  is  in  thee,  which  was  given  tliee  by  prophecy, 
with  the  laying  on  of  the  hands  of  the  presbytery.*' 

5.)  2  Tim.  i.  6.  "  Wherefore  I  put  thee  in  remembrance,  that  thou  stir  up  the  gift  of  God, 
which  is  in  thee  by  the  putting  on  of  my  hands." 

I  take  no  notice  of  any  other  texts  of  this  kind.  But  it  is  well  known,  that  the  twelfth  and 
fourteenth  chapters  of  the  first  epistle  to  the  Corinthians  contain  many  directions  for  regulating 
jthe  exercise  of  spiritual  gifts,  witfi  which  that  church  abounded.  It  is  suflScient  for  me  to  refer 
to  them.  There  are  likewise  in  other  epistles  of  the  New  Testament  divers  exhortations  to 

*  To  wiw/xa  jftij  cCivvwrg.]  Spintus  hie  siint  dona  sanationum  «  Airo  wavro;  nhs  vcyyjfe  aii'fXfr*.^  Christian!  non  a  re- 
el liuguanim,  quae  sicat  in  ignis  form&  data  erant,  ita  igni  bus  nnalis  tantum^  sed  ab  iis,  quae  vpeciera  babent  tatli,  ab- 
recte  comparantuo  ac  proinde  dicuntur,  et  'suscitari.*  2Tim.  i.  ttinere  debent  Exemplum  vide  1  Cor,  viii.  10.  Grot,  in  I 
6.  et  contra  '  exstingui.   Suscitantur*  precibut,  gratiarum  ac-  Thess.  v.  21. 

tione,  AC  perpetuo  studio  pietatis  :  '  extinguuntur'  per  con-         *  Tantom,  ut  probetis,  si  legi  non  sunt  contraria,  quae  di- 

Iraria.     Nam  in  Novo  Testamento,  maxime  post  constitutas  cuntnr :  si  quid  talefuerit,  i^futate.  Pelag.  in  1  Tbesf.  v.  21, 

ecclesias,  DeiM  ilia  dona  non  vult  dare  aut  servare^  nisi  creden-  22.  Ap*  Hieron.  Opp.  T.  V.  p.  1082. 
iibuSf  et  pie  viventibus.  VideMarc  xvi.  17   Grot,  in  loc.  •  Uarta  hiuiMiJiiyrts$  ro  xaAov  x«f«;^«ri.     Hoc  pertiDet 

^  Uuod  ad  remtpectat,  ro  vfytvwa  omnia  sunt  dona  spin-  ad  haoLfivus  wvtvyMrwy.  I  Cor.  xii.  xiv.     Sic  1  Job.  iv.  1. 

tfts  S.  qui  cum  igne  solet  comparari,  quo  scusu  Paulus  2  llm.  Aoxiita^ff •  ra  itvevt^ara        Ergo  WAvra,  omnia,  hie  restrin- 

i.  0.  aya^uftvptty  ta  ;^a/?i(r/ta  fes  jubet.     Wolf.  Curae  in  1  gendum  ex  antecedente  ad  ea  quae  dkuntur  ab  eis^  qm  se  pro- 

11).  y.  19.  pbetas  dictltant.    Grot,  ad  ver.  20. 
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Omstians  in  regard  to  the  gifts,  with  which  they  were  favoured :  as  Rom.  xii.  9 — S.  1  Pet.  iv. 
10,  11. 

21.  1  Thess.  i.  5.  •*  Eor  our  gospel  came  not  unto  you  in  word  only,  but  also  in  power,  and 

in  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  in  much  assinrjmce'* ver.  6.  "  And  ye  became  followers  of  us,  and  of 

the  Lord,  having  received  the  word  in  much  affliction,  with  joy  of  the  Holy  Ghost.** 

The  explication  of  this  text  shaH  be  taken  from  Dr.  Benson*s  paraphrase  on  the  epistle.   *  In 

*  as  much  as  the  gospel,  preached  by  us,  did  not  come  unto  you  in  word  only ;  but  was  accom- 

*  panied  also  with  a  miraculous  power,  and  with  our  imparting  unto  you  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  with 
^  full  and  abundant  conviction  to  your  minds.' 

« And  we  can  bear  witness  to  your  amiable  behaviour.    For  you  became  imitators  of  us, 

'  and  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ :  in  that  you  steadily  adhered  to  the  truth,  amidst  great  difficul- 

*  ties  and  discouragements,  after  you  had  received  the  gospel,  in  much  affliction,  with  the  joy, 

*  which  ariseth  from  your  having  the  Holy  Spirit.*  The  same  learned  writer,  in  his  note  upon 
the  fifth  verse,  says  :  *  By  power  I  understand  the  power  of  working  of  miracles,  exerted  by  the 

*  apostle,  or  his  assistants.     And  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  or  Holy  Spirit,  I  understand  the  gift  of  the 

*  Spirit,  as  imparted  to  the  Thessalonians.* 

22.  Heb.  IX.  14.  "  How  much  more  shall  the  blood  of  Christ,  who  through  the  eternal  Spirit 
offered  himself  without  spot  to  God,  purge  your  conscience  from  dead  works,  to  serve  the 
Jiving  God?** 

Dr.  Whitby,  in  his  AnnQtations  upon  Heb.  v.  5.  says,  that  Christ  was  by  his  death  conse- 
crated to  his  priesthood,  and  dates  the  commencement  of  our  Lord's  priesthood  at  bis  i^esur- 
Taction.  This  sentiment  has  been  much  improved  by  the  late  Mr.  TTiomas  Moore  in  his  dis- 
course  concerning  the  priesthood  of  Christ.  I  may  refer  to  one  place  particularly,  where  he 
says,  *  The  time,  when  Jesus  was  called  to,  and  invested  wiA^he  order  of  priesthood,  was  at 

*  his  resurrection  from  the  dead.*  Which  he  argues  from  Heb.  v.  10.  compared  with  Actsxiii.  3S* 
See  him  p.  11,  12, 18. 

That  may  be  the  key  to  this  text.  However,  there  are  some  other  interpreters,  who  have 
well  explained  it,  as  we  shall  see  presently,  though  they  have  not  so  distinctly  settled  the  date 
of  Christ's  priesthood. 

**  How  much  more  shall  the  blood  of  Christ,  who  through  the  eternal  Spirit  oflfered  himself 
without  spot  to  God,  purffe  your  conscience  — — ?** 

When  our  Lord  onered  himself  to  God,  or  presented  himself  before  God,  he  was  risen  from 
the  dead,  and  had  obtained  everlasting  life,  "  to  die  no  more,"  as  St.  Paul  says,  Rom.  vi*  9, 10. 
And  in  Ps.  ex.  4.  the  only  place  in  the  Old  Testament,  where  Christ's  priesthood  is  spoken  of, 
it  is  said :  '*  The  Lord  has  sworn,  and  will  not  repent :  thou  art  a  priest  for  ever,  after  the  order 
of  Melchisedec."  This  the  writer  of  the  episde  to  the  Hebrews  often  observes,  and  insists 
much  upon.  As  Heb.  vii.  21.  where  the  text  of  the  Psalm  is  quoted,  see  also  ver.  11.  And  at 
ver.  24,  25p  "  But  this  man,  because  he  continueth  ever,  hath  an  unchangeable  priesthood. 
Wherefore  he  is  able  also  to  save  them  to  the  uttermost,  that  come  unto  God  by  him :  seeing  he 
ever  liveth  to  make  intercession  for  them.'*  And  ver.  15, 16,  of  the  same  chapter  :  "  For  that 
after  the  similitude  of  Melchisedec  there  ariseth  another  priest,  who  is  made,  not  after  the  law 
of  a  carnal  commandment,  but  after  the  power  of  an  endless  life."  And  ch.  v.  9.  "  And  being 
made  perfect,  he  became  the  author  of  eternal  salvation  to  them  that  obey  him."  And  ver.  12, 
of  this  ch.  ix.  just  before  the  text,  which  we  are  now  considering,  he  speaks  of  Christ's  **  having 

obtained  eternal  redemption  for  us.'*  And  ver.  15. "  that  they  which  are  called  might  receive 

the  promise  of  eternal  mheritance."  And  in  1  Cor.  xv.  45,  **  the  last  Adam,'*  meaning  the  Lord 
Jesus,  is  said  to  be  "  a  quickening  Spirit." 

The  meaning  of  this  text  therefore  seems  to  be  this :  *  That  Christ  being  now  "  entered 

*  into  heaven  itself,*'  ch.  ix.  24.  that  is,  the  true  holy  of  holies,  by  his  own  never-dying  spirit, 
'  or  by  **  the  power  of  an  endless  life,'*  ch.  vii.  16.  ne  "  offered  himself  to  God,**  or  presented 
«  himself  before  God,  having  been  innocent,  and  unspotted  in  his  whole  life  on  earth,  and  being 

*  now  *<  made  perfect,  and  higher  than  the  heavens.**  Ch.  v.  9-  and  vii.  26,  28. 

Which  is  very  agreeable  to  the  annotations  of  Grotius  upon  this  verse.* 

•  Oblatio  autera  Chriiti  hie  intelligitur  i'la,  quae  oblationl     in  altar!  crucis  facta,  $cd  facta  in  adyto  coplerti.    Facta  autem 
legali  in  adyto  facue  respondct.    £a  autem  est  noii  oblatio     ibi  est,  *  per  Spiritum  acterouin/  aut,  ut  ant«  dixit  vii.  l(k 
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There  are  some  others  likewise,  who  have  so  pertinently  Criticised  upon  this  text^  that  I  an^ 
willing  to  transcribe  their  remarks  below,  for  the  sake  of  intelligent  readers/ 

23.  Heb.  X.  28,  29.  "  He  that  despised  Moses'  lav,  died  without  mercy,  under  two  or  three 
witnesses-  Of  how  much  sorer  punishment,  suppose  ye,  shall  he  be  thought  worthy,  who  has 
trodden  under  foot  the  Son  of  God,  and  has  counted  the  blood  of  the  covenant,  wherewith  he 
was  sanctified,  an  unholy  thing,  and  has  done  despite  unto  the  spirit  of  grace?** 

Thfe  case  here  supposed  is  that  of  apostasy  from  the  Christian  faith.  The  persons  intended 
are  such  as  those  spoken  of  ch.  vi.  4.  "  Who  had  tasted  of  the  heavenly  gift,  and  were  partakers 
of  the  Holy  Ghost."  And  one  of  the  aggravations  of  their  apostasy  is,  that  "  they  had  done 
despite  to  the  spirit  of  grace:"  or  rejected,  and  cast  reproach  upon  that  great  evidence  of  the 
truth  of  the  Christian  religion,  the  miraculous  ^ifts,  which  God  had  most  graciously  bestowed  upon 
themselves  and  others.    So  *•  Grotius.    And  Limborch  expresseth  himseff  to  the  uke  purpose.'' 

24.  1  John  V.  5—10.  "  Who  is  he  that  overcometh  the  world,  but  he  thatbelieyeth,  that  Jesus 
is  liie  Son  of  God  ?  This  is  he  that  came  by  water  and  blood,  even  Jesus  Christ,  not  by  water 
only,  but  by  water  and  blood.  And  it  is  the  Spirit  that  beareth  witness,  because  the  Spirit  is 
truth.  For  there  are  three  that  bear  witness,  the  Spirit,  and  the  water,  and  the  blood.  And 
these  three  agree  in  one.  If  we  receive  the  witness  of  men,  the  witness  of  God  is  greater :  for 
this  is  the  witness  of  God,  which  he  has  testified  of  hjs  Son.  He  that  believeth  on  the  Son  of 
God,  hath  the  witness  in  himself.  He  that  believeth  not  God,  hath  made  him  a  liar,  because 
he  believeth  not  the  record,  that  God  gave  of  his  Son." 

I  have  quoted  this  passage  according  to  the  Alexandrian,  and  other  ancient  manuscripts,  and 
the  citations  in  ancient  writers,  without  regarding  any  modem  printed  copies :  which,  indeed, 
deserve  not  any  regard. 

Some  have  paraphrased  the  Ibtmer  part  of  ver.  6.  in  this  manner.  *  Now  that  this  Jesus 
.«  Christ  was  a  real  man,  and  died,  we  have  the  utmost  testimony.  For  I  myself,  when  he  ex^ 
<  pired  on  the  cross,  saw  his  side  pierced  with  a  spear,  and  blood  and  water  gush  out  at  the 
«  wound :  which  are  two  determinmg  proofs  that  he  really  died.*  Supposing,  that  here  is  a  re- 
ference to  what  is  related  in  St.  John's  gospel,  xix;  34,  35. 

But  that  is  manifestly  a  weak  and  arbitrary  interpretation.*^  St.  John  is  not  here  observing 
the  proofs  of  our  Lord's  real  humanity,  but  of  his  oeing  the  Son  of  God,  the  Messiah. 

.  To  me  it  seems,  that  the  water,  an  emblem  of  purity,  [Ezek.  xxxvi.  25.3  denotes  the  inno^ 
cence  of  our  Lord's  life,  which  was  without  spot,  and  exemplary :  and  the  reasonableness,  ex- 

• 

*  per  vim  vitae  ind'ssolubilis/  quia  spiritus  ejus  jam  non  erat  et  cum  isto  tangaine,  id  est,  vlrtute  illius  sanguinis,  jam  e 

vivens^  tantuih,  ut  in  vit&  hac  terrenl^  sed  in  sternum  corpus  mortuis  suscitatus,  et  spiritos  Yivificas  ac  setemus,  seipsum  ia 

sibi  adjunctum '  viyificans.'  1  Cor.  xt.  45-       Aia  hie  sume,  ut  coelis  obtulit  Deo,  id  est,  coraro  Deo  pro  nobis  compamit. 
supra  Ter.  i2.  pro  praepositione  cum^  quomodo  et  Hebrseum         Dicitur  autem  hie  '  se  obtuIisM  immaculatum,'  non  taa» 

n  poni  solet.    Intelligitur  hinc  dignitas  oblationis,  quod  earn  tum  respectu  vitae  suae^  qnam  hie  in  terris  degit,  qu^tenus  sine 

fecit  is,  qui  jam  spiritu  et  cor  pore  erat  immortalis.     Sanguini  ulld  peccati  labe  vtxit.  1  Pet.  ii.  22.  2  Cor.  v.  21.  sed  et  re- 

autem  purgatio  ista  tribuitur,  quia  per  sanguinem,  id  est,  mor-  spectu  stat^ls  illius  ccslestis,  quo  nunc  firuitur,  ab  omul  infir- 

tem  Christi,  secut^  ejus  excitatione  et  evectione^  gignitur  in  mitate,   cui  hie  in  terris  in  statu  humiliationis  obnoxius  fuit, 

Bobis  fides.  Rom.  iii.  25.     ■    Cum  dicit  afjui/iMv,  respicit  le«  adeo  ut  nihil  in  ipso,  ut  aeteraus  sit  Pontifex,  desiderari  possit* 

. tem  victimarum  Lev.  xxii.  20. — * — In  victimis  legalibus  nul-  Vid.  cap.  vii.  26.  Ph.  Limborch  in  Ep.  ad  Heb.  cap.  ix.  14.< 
lum  debebat  esse  corporis  vitium :  in  Christi  vit&  nihil  fuit         ^  Kai  ro  tvy^ufta  7*1;;  xc^ro;  ew^pia'as :    '  et  spiritui  gratix 

vitiosnm.    Et  ideo  spiritu  illo  aetemo  statim  donatus  est.  Grot,  contumeliam  fecerit.*]  Sprntum  ilium,  quem  summo  Dei  be- 

Annot.  in  Heb.  ix.  14.  neficio  acceperat,  contumeliik  afficiens  :  nuHius'pretii  aestimaos 

*■  *Os  StoL  wytvitaros  aiwvis.']     Qui  a  mortuis  suscitatus,  tantum  donum^  quo  se  ipse  ait  privatum.     Grot,  in  loc. 
cum  spirituali  et  immortali  corpore  (quod  antequam  incodeste         ^  Tertium.    '  £t  spiritum  gratiae  contnmelii  afiecit.     Spi- 

tabernaculum  ingrederetur,  accepit)  omnia  infirmitatis  et  pa-  ritus  gratiae  *  est  spiritus  ille,  qui  in  initio  praedicationis  evan- 

tlbilitatis  labe,  quae  mortali  naturae  inbaerent,  purgatum  se-  gelii  datus  fuit  credentibus,   ad  confirmationem  divinttatis 

roettpsnm  obtulit  Deo,  sedens  ad  dexteram  majestatis  ejus  in  evangelii :   nimirutn  dona  ilia  extraordinaria  spiritus  sancti, 

coelis.    Breniiis  in  loc.  quae  passim  in  Actis  et  epistolis  Apostolorum  in  credentes 

Christum  autem,  cujus  sanguinem  opponit  sanguini  tauro-  eiFusa  legimus.    Qui  vocatur  spiritus  gratiae,   tum  quia  ex 

rum  et  hircorum,   describit,  quod  '  per  spiritum  aetemum  gratis  diviuA  credentibus  datus  est ;  tum  quia  per  ilium  ob- 

seipsum  Deo  immaculatum  obtulerit.*    Christo  jam  e  mortuis  signata  fliit  divinitas  doctrinse  Jesa  Christi,  in  qui  noaxima 

suscitato  tribnit  '  spiritum  aetemum :'  quia  post  reSusdtatio-  et  excellentissima  Dei  gratia  pate&cta  est.  Limb.  In  Ep.  ad 

nem  anima  ejus  non  amplius  est  anima  vivcns,  sed  spiritus  Heb.  p.  667. 

vivificans.  1  Cor.  xv.  45.  diciturque  habere  vitam  indissohi-         <*  And  yet  it  k  followed  by  the  late  Mr.  Wetstein  :  Proba- 

bilem,  supra,  vii.  \6,  et  in  aetemum  manere.  ver.  24.    Vivit  vit  se  non  phantasma,  sed  verum  hominem  esse,  qui  ex  spiritu, 

ergo  in  omnem  aeternitatem,  ut  sit  aeteraus  Pontifez.  Christui  sanguine,  et  zquk  seu  hunoore  constaret«    Joh«  xix.  34>  3^* 

nimirum  sanguinem  suum^  tamquam  victima^  in  cruce  efiUdit,  J.  J.  Wetstein  in  loc.  p.  7^^* 

DigitF^ed  by  VnOOQ IC 


J7ie  First  Postscript.  -  419 

cellency,  and  perfection  of  his  doctrine,  which,  after  the  strictest  examination,  and  nicest" 
scrutiny,  cannot  be  charged  with  any  error  or  falsehood.  The  blood  denotes  our  Lord's  willing 
and  patient,  though  painful  and  ignominious  death,  the  utmost  testimony,  that  can  be  given  of 
integrity.  The  Spirit  intends  our  Lord's  many  miraculous  works,  wrought  by  the  Spirit,  the 
finger,'  the  power  of  God,  or  God  himsdf.  This  testimony  is  truth,  that  is,  exceeding  true, 
so  that  it  may  be  relied  upon.  For  it  is  unquestionable,  ana  cannot  be  gainsayed.  See  John  v. 
32—37.  ch.  X.  25.  Acts  ii.  22. 

Here  are  three  witnesses/  And  "  they  agree  in  one.**  They  are  harmonious,  all  saying 
the  same  thing,  and  concurring  in  tlie  same  testimony. 

The  aposue  adds,  ver.  9.  "  If  we  receive  the  witness  of  men,  the  witness  of  God  is  greater  :* 
referring  to  the  apnointment  in  the  law  of  Moses,  that  *•  by  the  mouth  of  two  or  three  witnesses 
any  matter  might  be  established.'*  Deut.  xvii.  6.  and  xix.  15*  Whatsoever  was  attested  by  two 
or  three  men,  was  deemed  true  and  certain.  In  the  point  before  us  there  are  three  most  credible 
witnesses,  one  of  whom  is  God  himself.  Refusing  this  testimony  therefore  would  be  the  same, 
as  making  God  a  liar,  or  charging  him  with  giving  false  evidence,  and  with  a  design  to  deceive, 
and  impose  upon  his  creatures.  "  He  that  believeth  not  God,  hatli  made  him  a  liar,  because  he 
believeth  not  the  testimony  which  God  giveth  of  his  Son.** 

This  interpretation  is  the  same  as  that  in  Grotius,**  or  not  very  different. 

25.  Rev.  xxii.'iy.  "  And  the  Spirit  and  the  bride  say:  Come.'*     «  That  is,  says*Grotius, 

*  men  who  are  endowed  with  roiritual  gifts." 

Mr.  Pyle*s  paraphrase  is  this :  <  Tlie  whole  body  of  truly  good  Christians,  who  are  the  true 
<  church  and  spouse  of  Christ.*  And  in  his  notes  he  savs,  « '*The  Spirit  and  the  bride,***  or 
^  the  spiritual  bride,  that  is,  the  true  church  of  Christ.  Thus  "crace  and  truth  "  is  a  truth  con- 
\  veving  the  greatest  favour.  John  i.  I7.  «  Glory  and  virtue *'  is  fldorious  virtue  or  power.  1  Pet.  S. 
• ««  kingdom  and  glory,"  a  glorious  kingdom.  1  Thess.  ii.  19.  Had  the  generality  of  commenta- 
^  tors  Observed  this,  they  would  not  have  had  occasion  to  interpret  this  of  the  «*  Holy  Spirit  of 

*  God,  wishing,  [and]  praying  for  the  coming  of  Christ*s  kingdom,  in  the  same  manner,  and 

•  with  the  same  arden^  as  St.  John,  and  the  Christian  church  here  does.     Wliich  to  me  seems 

•  very  incongruous.'    So  Mr.  Pyle,  whose  interpretation  is  ajpproved  by  Mr.  Lowman. 

BreniusMs  not  very  different.  Or,  as  some 'other  interpreters  express  it :  *"  The  Spirit 
«  and  the  bride  :*'  that  is,  the  church  animated  by  the  Spirit,  <nd  ardently  longmg  for  the  coming 
^  of  Christ* 

Every  one  may  perceive,  that  we  have  been  discoursing  of  miraculous  gifts  and  powers  t 
-which  now  are,  ana  for  a  long  time  l^ave  been  commonly  caUed  extraordinary  ^ift:a  of  the  Spirit* 
These  are  not  saving.  They  who  received  sudi  gifts  after  baptism,  and  profession  of  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ,  were  thereby  satisfied,  that  the  doctrine  of  Chnst  was  true,  and  from  heaven* 
And  they  were  assured,  that  if  they  acted  according  to  that  feith,  they  might  be  saved,  without 
observing  the  peculiarities  of  the  law  of  Moses.  But  such  pfts  alone  were  not  saving,  without 
aincere  virtue,  and  the  practice  of  a  good  life* 

So  says  St.  Paul,  1  Cor.  xiii  1,  2.  «  But  covet  earnestly  the  best  gifts*  Tm  x^furiiMTM  ra 
xfenrova.  And  yet  show  I  unto  you  a  more  excellent  way*  Though  I  speak  wjth  the  tongues 
of  men  and  angels,  and  have  not  charity,  I  am  become  as  sounding  brass,  or  a  tinkling  cymbal* 
And  though  I  have  the  gift  of  prophecy,  and  understand  all  mysteries,  and  all  knowledge ;  luid 
though  I  have  all  faith,  so  that  I  could  remove  mountains,  and  have  not  cliarity,  I  am  nothing.* 
Tlie  same  might  be  said  of  the  necessity  of  sobriety,  and  humility^  and  meekness,  or  any  other 
virtue,  that  is  there  said  of  charity  or  love.  And  perhaps  all  social  virtue  is  comprehended  bj 
the  apostle  in  the  one  virtue  here  mentioned  by  him.  For  in  another  place  he  says :  "  Love  is 
the  fulfilling  of  the  law,'*  Rom.  xiii.  8—10. 

•  'Ori  rpus  Mmv  o2  fMprvperrsf  x.  X.   I  ihall  here  put  down     abftractum  pro  concreto  j  nnritns  pro  habentibnt  ipiritam. 
annular  expreiuon  of  the  Sophist  iEliut  Ariitides.  m  Uie  to-     Dicont :  Veoi.  &c.  Grol.  in  loc. 
oood  century.    Oration  T.  I.  p.  146.  edit  Jebb.  aL  p.  272.         <  Spiritas  ooi  est  in  SponiA,  vd  Spooia  per  ^Mritom^  qui  in 


Tjpti;  yxa  fio-iy  oi  iAaptvffii<rayTis  'gdpaxp^iuih^vnm  Mivau  Ti^  Ip^  reikbC,  icit :  Id  ctt,  credenthun  omnium  vota,  torn  to- 

yn^«  A9ijyaioi,  Aaxt^aijcto woi,  Boieoroi.  puatim  turn  conjunctim,  hoc  idem  co^tendont.  Bren.  In  loe. 
^  Et  in  epUtolft   I  Joh.  v.  8.    '  Aqua'    ett  puritat  ▼!!«         •  Ceat  i  diie,  rEnraute,  qui  ettl'Ei^,  animfe  du  S,- 

CfcWianiB,  qu«  siroul  cum  martyrio,  et  miraculis,  testimo-  Esprit^  et  soupiraot  ardemmcnl  awb  ^apparition  de  J.  C.  Lcnfc 

mom  reddit  vcritati  dognaatis.  Grot.  Ann.  in  Joh.  iii.  5.  ct  Beuit. 


f  ides^  yiri  propheUcis  donis  dari.  Vide  supra  yer.  6.  Est 
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And  that  all  virtues  oi^ht  to  be  joined  together,  and  carefulij cultivated  by  those  who  make 
a  profession  of  the  Christian  religion,  is  shown  by  St.  Peter.  "  And  beside  this,'*  says  be, 
**  giving  all  diligence,  add  to  your  faith  virtue,  [or  fortitude,]  and  to  virtue  knowledge,  and  to 
knowledge  temperance,  and  to  temperance  patience,  and  to  patience  godliness,  and  to  godliness 
brotherly  kindness — ^For  so  an  entrance  shaU  be  ministered  to  you  abundantly  into  the  eve/lasting 
kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,"  2  Pet.  i.  5—10. 

Conclusion.  I  have  now  finished  what  I  proposed  at  the  beginning  of  this  postscript,  having 
explained,  according  to  my  ability,  those  words,  the  Spirit,  the  Holy  Spirit,  a^  the  Spirit  of 
God,  as  used  in  the  scriptures. 

Many  of  the  interpretations,  which  have  been  given  by  me,  will  be  readily  assented  to  by 
all.  If  any  others  should  not  be  ^pproved  of  at  first,  I  hope  no  offence  needs  to  be  taken.  I 
do  not  dictate:  but  with  humility  and  defer^ice  recommend  these  thoughts  to  the  consideration 
of  my  brethren  in  Christ  Jesus. 

It  becomes  «is  all  to  examine  the  doctrines,  which  are  proposed  to  us.  We  should  not  be 
Chtistians  and  Protestaiits  i^pon  the  same  grounds,  that  others  are  Mahometans  and  Papists : 
barely  because  such  or  such  -opinions  ore  generally  received,  and  established  in  the  country 
where  we  live. 

Our  blessed  Lord  and  bis  apostles  have  forewarned  us,  that  men  would  arise,  teaching  per- 
vefse  things  j  that  tares  *would  be  mingled  with  the  good  grain,  and  error  wiUi  truth.  The  event 
has  been  accordingly.  If  there  are  any  notions  concerning  a  Trinity  of  Divine  Persons,  which 
are  -not  right  and  just:  if  tronsubstantiation  is  not  %  reasomible  and  scriptural  doctrine  :  if  the 
i¥or^ip  of  angels,  and  departed  saints,  and  of  their  im^^es,  is  not  required  and  commanded,  but 
<^omlemned  and  forbidden  in  theOldand  New  Testament:  it  must  be  allowed,  that  ccurruptions 
have  been  brought  into  tlie  Christian  Church.  For  such  things  there  are  among  those,  who  are 
cidled  Christians. 

What  ife  to  be  done  in  this  case  ?  Are  they,  who  discern  such  corruption^,  obliged  to  ao- 
^lesee?  ^ould  it  be  sin,  to  show,  how  unreasonable  and  unscriptural  such  tbii^s  are?  I  do 
not  «ee  how  this  crni  be  «€iid,  provided  it  be  done  with  meekness  and  gentleness* 

Plato,  in  his  Time^os,  *4y»,  *  That  *  it  is  very  difficult  to  find  out  the  author  and  parent  of 
^* the  universe,  afffd  when  found,  it  is  impossible  to  declare  him  to  all.'  Cicero,  who  translated 
that  wopk  of  Rato  into  Latin,  renders  the  last  dauae,  as  if  Plato  had  said :  *  When  *•  you  have 
•  found  him,  it  is  unlawful  to  declare  him  to  the  vulgar.*  Perhaps,  that  was  Cicero's  own  sen- 
timent. Being  a  statesman,  and  politician,  as  well  as  a  pbilosophei*,  he  might  be  more  concerned 
£>r  peaoe  l^n  truth.  A  multitude  of  deities  being  the  prevailing  belief,  he  was  afr^d  to  oppose 
the  prejudices  of  tlie  people,  who  m^ht  be  offended  ^t  the  doctrine  of  the  divine  unity  with  its 
conseqUenees.  But  so  it  should  not  be  amongst  Christians,  who,  beside  the  light  of  nature, 
have  also  the  light  6f  revelation. 

Says  the  Psalmist :  <*ln  Judah  is  God  known.  His  name  is  great  in  Israel,"  Ps.  Ixxvi.  1. 
It  was  their  great  privilege,  and  happiness,  that  God  was  known  among  them,  and  worshipped, 
and  fierved  by  them :  when  heathen  people  were  ignorant  of  the  true  God,  and  worshipped 
senseless  idols.  That  distinction  was  owing  to  the  revelation,  which  God  had  made  of  himself 
to  Abraham,  atid  his  descaidants.  Which  benefit  we  also  now  enjoy,  together  with  the  clearer 
aqd  fuller  reveUtion  of  God  and  his  will,  which  has  been  made  by  our  blessed  Savioui',  the  pro- 
tnised  Messiah.     See  John  i.  18.  iv.  23,  24.  xvii.  25,  26. 

Says  that  most  excellent  teacher  of  men  in  an  aildress  to  the  Father:  "  And  this  is  life  eter- 
nal,  that  they  might  know  thee  the  only  true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ,  whom  thou  hast  sent,'* 
John  xvii.  S. 

The  right  knowledge  of  God  and  Christ  therefore  must  be  the  greatest  of  blessings,  and 
should  be  sought  after  in  the  first  place,  and  be  prized  above  all  things.  And  wherever  the 
benefit  ^f  it  is  obstructed  by  wrong  notions,  it  may  be  the  duty  of  some  to  give,  and  of  others 
to  receive  instruction:  that 'God  may  be  glorified,  and  men  may  be  edified,  and  saved. 

The  scriptures  are  acknowledged  to  1^  the  fountain  of  religious  knowledge.  Accordingly 
fiome  there  have  been  among  us,  and  in  our  own  times,  who  have  endeavoured  to  give  a  clea,r 

•  Toy  \Liv  Bv  vroiy^y  xa*  itxrepci  fsh  ra  moLvros  ti^iv  re  epyov,   xxi  iipoyz'ot,    bi^  fuaytag    ahvcLrov  Xr/sw*     FIaton« 
Timacus.  p.  28.  T.  III.  Serran.  et  ap.  Fabr.  p.  33(5.  ^  -«i-— et  cum  jam  inveueris,  iodicare  in  vulgus  ne&s* 

Digitized  by  VnOOQ IC 


The  fUnt  PBOi&ipL  421 

account  of  Jdtt8Ci3^ui*e^M!ttine€0^  God  and  Christ:  imen  of  luaquestioued  piety,  and 

eminent  for  natural  and  acquired  abilities.  And  thougli  their  'Soh^giee  have  not  been  exactly 
the  same,  ^and  li^y  have  not  all  had  e^ual  success  and  acc^ance,  it  «mist  be  acknowledged, 
that  their  writings  have  been  very  usefui.  They  have  kept  up,  ajid  cherished  a  spirit  of  inquiry 
and  tbougbtfulness  in  thitigs  of  xeli^on.  And  they  have  promoted  knowledge,  moderation, 
candour  and  equity  among  Christians.  And  may  such  excellent  dispo^tions  prevail  amoiig  u» 
yet  more  and  iBore. 

Saith  the  ^renerahle  Dr.  Sberlodc,  jBishop  of  X-ondon,  in  tl^e  ^foviftli  volume  *  of  his  Discourses^ 
lately  published,  .p.  821,  3^3,     *  From  ihese  thipgs  laid  together  it  is  evident,  that  the  apostlf^ji 

*  were  witnesses  «md  /teachers  of  the  ,&ijbb,  and  bid  no  authority  to  add  any  thing  to  the  doc- 
<  trine  of  Christ,  4a:  lo  dedaire  new  articles  cf  faith. 

*  Now  if  the  apostles,  commissioned  directly  by  Christ  himself,  and  supported  by  ipir aculous 

*  gifts  of  the  spirat,  had  not  this  power,  cam  any  of  their  successors  in  the  government  of  the 
^•church,  without  ffreat  impiety,  pretend  to  it?  Did  the  bishops  and  clergy  of  the  ninth  and  tenth 
•'Centuries  know  .the  articles  of  tlie  faith  better  tlian  the  a$)ostles  did?  Or  were  they  more  power- 

*  fully  assisted  t>y  the  JHoiy  Spirit?  No^Gbristian  can  think  it,  or  say  it.  Whence  is  it  then  tiat 
*the  church  of  lEttrareiias  received  the  power  they  pretend  .to,  of  making  new  articles  of  ^th, 
•-and  dooming. aiU  to  sternal  desbuction  who  receive  them  not?  Can  any  sober,  serious  Christian 
*'tru8t^himself*/to  sireh  guides,  mid  not  tremble^  when  he  reads  the  woe  denounced  by  St  P^ul : 
« "  Thoughwe,  «•  an  angel  from  heaven,  preach  jany  other  gospel — let  him  be  accursed?** 
^GuKi.S/ 

"Gertaindy,  that)is.a/nobie  declaration,  and  well  deserving  the  regard  of  all  Christians.^  ' 

His  lordship  here  allows,  or  even  asserts  the  rights  of  private  judgment.  He  supposes/  th^t 
common  Christians,  Jtvho.have.iio  share  in  the  govemoient  of  the  church,  arc  able  to  understand 
the  doctrine  cieKwered  by  the  apostks,  and  the  determinations  of  bishops,  and  to  compare  them 
together,  and  to  discern  wherein  they  differ.  And  he  allows  us  to  reject  new  articles,  not  deli- 
vered and  taught  by  Christ^s  apostles.  And  strongly  represents  to  us  thogreat  hazard  of  trustirjg: 
to  «uch  aaBumittg  guides, .  as , make  and  impose  view  articles  of  faitli. 

If  we  mayju^^of  BrtidM,  taught  by  tlie  bishopsandclei^y  of  the  ninth  and  tenth  centuries;; 
we  may  for  the  same  reasm  judge  concerning  ihose  decreed  by  the  bishops  and  clergy  of  the 
fourth  and  fifth  centuries— *For  neither  ,were  uiey  f^>ostIes,  but  at  the  utmost  no  more  than  suc- 
cessors of  the  apostles.  And  if  it  should  appear,  that  they  taught  and  recommended  any  articles,, 
which  are  no  part  of  "  the  faith,  once  delivered  to  the  saints  *'  by  Christ's  apostles,  such  article;^- 
may  be  rejected  by  us. 

And  sjnce  it  is  allowed,  that  the  bishops  and  clergy  of  the  ninth  and  tenth  centuries  have 
assumed  an  authority  to  decide  new  articles,  to  which  they  had  no  right:  should  not  this  pMt 
Christians  upon  their  tguard,  «md  induce  them  to  examine,  the  doctrine  proposed  to  them,  and 
consider,  whether  it  is  the  faith  once  deKveredto  the  saints,  or  somewhat  added  to  it?  For  what 
has  i)een  done,  or  attempted,  in  some  ages,  may  have  he^n  attempted  in  others. 

His  lordship  blames  the  church  of  Ronie: for.  making  new  articles  of  faith,  and  dooming  all* 
to  eternal  destruction,  who  receive  them  not. 

We  should  be  impartial.    If  any  others,  do  ihe  like,  are  iiQt  they  blame^ble  also?  It  is,  well* 
known,  that  there  is  a  creed,  in  great  authority  with  many, .  beside  the  church  of  Rome, ,  coii- 
taining  an  abstruse  doctrine,  very  hard  to  be  believed.     And  it  would  be  a. very  diflScult  under* 
taking  to  show,  ithat  it  adds  not  any  thing  to  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  as  taught  and, testified  by 
his  faithftil  apostles.     And  yet  it  is  there  said:  *  This  is  the  catholic  faith,  which  except  a  man^ 
♦believe  faithfully  be  cannot  be  saved/     And  *  which  faith,  except  every  man  do  keep  whole 

*  and  undefiled,  without  doubt  he  shall  p^ish  everlwtii]^y.'     Can  this  be  justified  ?  And  does^. 
not  the  bishop's  argument  just  recited,  oblige  me  to  add,  thougli  unwillingly:  may  it  not  deserve 
to  be  considered  by  every  sober  and  serious  Christian,  who  solemnly  recites  that  creed :  on  whom^ 
those  anathemas  may  fall,  if  God  should  treat  men  according  to  strict  justice ! 

But  I  forbear  enlarging.  For  I  have  been  desirous,  if  possible,  not  to  say  any  thing  offen- 
sive. Therefore  I  do  not  indulge  myself  in  grievous  complaints^  and  severe  reprehensions  of 
such  tilings,  as  by  many  have  been  thought  to  be  wrong. 

*  It  is  the  twelfth  discoune  in  Uiat  volume.    The  text  is  the  epistle  of  St.  Jude^  ver.  3.  lattet  part. 
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But,  if  I  might  be  permitted  to  do  it,  I  would  take  notice  of  one  thing,  because  it  has  a  con- 
nection with  the  subject  of  this  postscript. 

«  Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy  Ghost:  as  it  was  in  the  beginning, 
« is  now,  and  ever  shall  be,  world  without  end.     Amen.^ 

Doubtless,  this  is  said  by  many  very  frequently,  and  with  great  devotion.  But  can  it  be  said 
truly?  Does  not  that  deserve  consideration?  Is  there  any  such  doxology  in  the  New. Testament? 
If  not,  how  can  it  be  said,  to  have  been  *  in  the  beginning  ?*  Are  not  the  books  of  the  New  Tes- 
tament the  most  ancient,  and  the  most  authentic  Christian  writings  in  all  the  World?  It  matters 
not  much  to  inquire  when  this  doxology  was  first  used,  or  how  lone  it  has  been  in  use,  if  it  be 
not  in  the  New  Testament.  And  whether  it  is  there,  or  not,  may  be  known  by  those,  who  are 
pleased  to  read  it  with  care:  as  all  may,  in  Protestant  countries,  where  the  Bible  lies  open  to  be 
seen  and  read  by  all  men. 

I  would  therefore,  after  many  others,  recommend  the  dilieent  study  of  the  scriptures,  and 
the  making  use  of  all  proper  means  for  gaining  the  true  sense  o?  them.  If  we  had  the  knowledge 
of  the  Christian  religion,  as  contained  in  the  scriptures,  the  advantages  would  be  great  and 
manifold.    Jesus  would  be  unspeakably  amiable :  and  the  gospel  woula  appear  to  be  a  pearl  of 

great  price:  Christians  would  be  no  longer  wavering  and  unsettled,  but  would  be  fimuy  esta« 
lished  in  a  faith,  that  is  throughout  reasonable  and  excellent,  and  well  attested  to  be  of  divme 
original.  As  our  Lord  says  to  the  woman  of  Samaria.  John  iv.  14.  <<  Whosoever  drinketh  of 
the  water  that  I  shall  give  him,  shall  never  thirst."  He  will  be  fully  satisfied.  He  wjll  desire 
no  other  instruction  concerning  the  right  wa;^  of  worshipping  and  serving  God,  or  obtaining 
true  happiness.  ^'  But  the  water  that  I  shall  give  him»  shall  be  in  him  a  weU  of  water,  springing 
up  into  everlasting  life." 

If  we  would  sincerely  study,  heartily  embrace,  and  openly  profess  the  Christian  doctrine  in 
its  purity,  and  would  diligently  recommend  it  to  others,  upon  the  ground  of  that  evidence,  with 
which  God  hath  clotlied  it,  we  should  gain  upon  deists  and  infidels  of  all  sorts.  For  a  religion, 
reasonable  and  excellent  in  aU  its  principles,  promulged  by  a  teacher  of  au  unspotted  characterg 
with  a  commission  from  heaven,  confirmed  bv  many  mighty  works,  which  CQiud  be  performed 
b^  God  only,  has  an  evidence,  which  cannot  be  easily  withstood  and  gainsayed.  But  no  autho- 
rity can  recommend  falsehood  and  absurdity  to  rational  beings,  who  think  and  consider.  Every 
one  therefore,  who  loves  the  Lord  Jesus  in  sincerity,  must  be  willing  to  reform  abuses  and  cor* 
ruptions,  which  have  been  introduced  into  the  Christian  profession,  and  are  matter  of  ofience  to 
heathens  and  infidels. 

When  tt&e  religion  professed  by  Christians  shall  be  in  all  things  agreeable  to  the  scriptures, 
the  only  standard  of  religious  truth;  the  advantages  just  mentioned,  are  very  likely:  as  also 
divers  others,  which  may  be  readilv  apprehended  by  every  one.  For  then  the  papal  power  and 
tyranny^  which  for  many  ages  has  been  a  heavy  weight  upon  Christendom,  will  sink,  and  fall  to 
the  ground:  impositions  upon  conscience,  which  undermine  religion  at  the  very  foundation,  and 
prevail  at  present  to  a  great  degree  in  almost  all  Christian  countries,  will  be  abolished.  The 
consequence  of  which  will  be,  that  true  piety  and  virtue  will  be  more  general  in  all  ranks  and 
orders  of  men.  The  great  diversity  of  opinions,  and  fierce  contentions  among  Christians,  which 
are  now  so  great  an  ofiTence  and  scandal  to  by-standers,  will  cease:  Christians  will  live  in  har- 
mony, and  will  love  one  another  as  brethren.  And  the  Church  of  Christ  will  be  the  joy  and 
the  praise  of  the  whole  earth. 

As  an  unbiassed  and  disinterested  love,  and  pursuit  of  truth  are  of  great  importance,  and 
would  mightily  conduce  to  the  good  ends  and  purposes  which  are  so  desirable;  I  cannot  but 
wish,  that  we  did  all  of  us  less  mind  our  own  thinn,  flie  things  of  our  own  worldly  wealth  and 
credit,  our  own  church  and  party,  and  more  the  thmgs  of  Jesus  Christ.  To  whom  be  glory  and 
dominion  now  and  ever.    Amen* 


END  OP  THE  FIBST  POSTSCRIPT. 
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THE  SECOND  POSTSCRIPT. 

CONTAINING  REMARKS  UPON  THE  THIRD  PART  OF  THE  LATE  BISHOP  OP  CLOGHER  5 
VINDICATION  OF  THE  HISTORIES  OF  THE  OLD  AND  NEW  TESTAMENT.* 

Xjett.  iv.  p.  59t  or  425.  ^  *  But,  my  lord,  supjposing  we  should  allow,  that  there  were  more 
'  Gods  than  one  concerned  in  the  creation  of  the  world,  as  manifestly  appears  that  there  were 
*  from  Gen.  i.  26,  and  ch.  iii.  22.  where  it  is  said:  <<  Let  us  make  man  in  our  image.**  And,. 
<  '*  behold  the  man  is  become  as  one  of  us.'' ' 

Is  then  creative  power  a  property  communicable  to  many  or  several?  St.  Paul  speaks  of  one 
Creator  only,  Rom.  i.  25.  and  bujnes  the  heathens,  <<  who  worshipped,  and  served  the  creature 
more  than  the  Creator,  who  is  blessed  for  ever.  Amen.*'  What  then  would  be  the  consequences, 
if  Christians  should  come  to.believe,  that  there  are  more  creators  than  one? 

It  is  hard,  that  we  should  be  put  to  prove,  what  is  so  very  evident,  as  that  there  is  one  God 
creator.     However,  I  shall  here  prove  it  from  the  Old,  and  New  Testament.^ 

Ex.  XX.  1.  "  And  God  spake  all  these  words,  saying  Ver.  3.  Thou  shalt  have  no  other 
Gods  before  me."  Ver.  10,  11.  "  But  the  seventh  day  is  the  sabbath  of  the  Lord  thy  God — ^For 
in  six  days  the  Lord  made  heaven  and  earth,  the  sea,  and  all  that  in  them  is.'^ 

Ps.  cxxxvi*  **  O,  give  thanks  to  the  Lord,  to  him,  who  alone  doth  great  wonders,  tahim 
that  by  wisdom  made  roe  heavens^  to  him  that  stretched  out  the  earth  above  the  watersr  to  him 
that  made  great  lights,  the  sun  to  rule  by  day,  the  moon  and  stars  to  rule  by  night,'*  &c. 

Is.  xlii.  5.  ^*  'Dius  saitii  God  the  Lord,  he  that  created  the  heavens  and  stretched  them  out: 
he  that  spread  forth  the  earth,  and  that  which  cometh  out  of  it :  he  that  giveth  breath  to  the 
people  upon  it,  and  spirit  to  them  that  walk  therein." 

18.  xl.  28.  "  Hast  thou  not  known,  hast  thou  not  heard^  that  the  everlasting  God,  the  Crea- 
tor of  the  ends  of  the  earth,  fainteth  not,>  nor  is  weary?'' 

Ch.  xliv.  24.  "  Thus  saith  the  Lordj,  thy  Redeemer,  and  he  that  formed  thee  from  the 
womb:  I  am  the  Lord,  that  maketh  all  things,  that  stretcheth  forth  the  heavens  alone,  that 
spreadeth  abroad  the  earth  by  myself/'  See  also  ch.  xlv.  11,  12.  ch.  li.  12, 13.  Jer.x.  12*. 
ch.  li.  15.  and  elsewhere. 

Let  us  now  consider  the  words  of  Gen.  i.  26.  **  And  God  said»  Let  us  make  man  in  our 
image,  after  our  likeness." 

Some  Christians  have  said  that  here  is  a  proof  of  a  trinity  of  persons  in  the  unity  of  ther 
Godhead.  The  learned  writer,  now  before  us,  argues  hence  for  several  creators,'  one  supreme,, 
another,  or  several  subordinate.  But  it  is  easy  to  answer,  that  the  Jewish  people  never  under- 
stood these  expressions  after  that  manner;  for  they  always  believed  one  God  and.  Creator,  and 
that  God  to  oe  one  person.  And  many  learned  interpreters  among  Christians  have  said,, 
that  "^  the  style,  common  with  princes,  and  other  great  men,  who  often  speak  in  the  plural  nunw 

•  When  I  was  preponag  these  remarks  in  March  last  17SS^  Tertentlj  mitrepresented  them,  I  presan^e;  tbej  hare  friends- 

we  received  the  tidings  of  the  death  of  the  Right  Reverend  who  are  able  to  Tindicate  them.    And,  if  mj  argument  does 

Dr.  Robert  Clayton,  Lord  Bishop  of  Clogher,  who  departed  not  appear  conclusive,  I  wish  that  they,  or  «ome  others  may 

this  life  Uie  preceding  month ;  which  gave  me  much  concern  show  wherein  it  fail*.    Jan.  26,  iTSpt 
upon  divers  account!.    In  particular,  I  was  in  hopes,  that         ^  The- author,  in  cdopoaifig  these  remarks^  upon  the  thirds 

these  remarki^  such  as  they'are,  might  be  perused  by  his  part  of  the  bishop's  Vindication,  made  use  of  that  edition, 

lordship.     1  could  wish  likewise,  that  Mr.  Wliiston  were  which  was  printea  at  London  in  1758.    But  another  edition 

still  living.     But  they  are  both  removed  out  of  this  world,  as  of  the  whole  Vindication,,  with  all  the  three  parts,  having 

I  likei^ise  shall  be  in  a  short  time.     And  certainly,  it  behoves  been  published  heie  on  the  twenty-third- di^  of  this  instant 

us  all  to  improve  dilFgently  the  season  of  life  whilst  it  lasts,  January,  1759,  just  a»  these  sheets  were  going  to  the  press, 

and  io  serve  God  and  nuin  according  to  the  ability  which  he  has  taken  care  to  add  the  page*  of  this  new  edition  to 

God  has  g>ven  us>  and  the  station  in  which  we  have  been  those  of  the  fom^r. 

placed,  that  we  may  give  up  an  account  of  our  stewardship         ^  *  Faciamus/]    Mos  est  Hebrsris  de  Deo,  ut  de  Rege, 

with  joy,  and  not  with  grief.    Though  those  eminent  and  loqui.    Reges  res  magpas  agunt  de  conittio  primoruni«  1  Reg. 

useful  men  are  now  no  more  in  this  worid,  their  writings  re-  xii.  6.  2  Pand.  x.  p.     Sic  et  Den*  1  Reg.  xxii.  20.  Grot,  ad 

main.    It  is  with  these  that  I  am  concerned.   Iflhaveinad-  Gen.  L  26. 
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ber,  13  here  ascribed  to  Go<}.  Nor  needs  the  consultation,  here  represented,  be  supposed  to  be 
between  equals.  But  God  may  be  rather  understood  to  declare  his  mind  to  the  angels,  as  his 
counsellors. 

But  indeed  we  need  not  suppose  any  discourse,  or  consultation  at  all.  The  meaning  is  no 
more  th^u  this.     *  All  other  things  beiaff  made,  God  proceeded  to  the  creation  of  man :  or,  he 

*  now  proposed,  at  the  conclusion,  to  mmce  man.'  And  it  maybe  reckoned  probable,  that  Moses 
introduces  God,  in  this  peculiar  manner,  deliberating  and  consulting  upon  the  creation  of  man, 
to  intimate  thereby^  that  he  is  the  chief  of  the  works  of  God.  Or,  in  other  words,  according 
to  Patrick,  '  God  not  only  reserved  man  for  the  last  of  his  works,  but  does,  as  it  were,  advise, 
'  and  consult,  and  deliberate  about  his  production:  the  better  M  represent  the  dignity  of  man, 

*  and  that  he  was  mide  ^th  admifable  wisdom  and  prudeilce.* 

We  may  be  confirmed  in  the  reasonableness  of  this  waj^  of  thinking  by  obserying  the  style 
made  use  of  in  speaking  of  all  the  othei*  parts  of  the  creation,  which  is  to  this  cflfect.  "  Grod 
said.  Let  there  be  light,  and  there  t^ad  Hgnt.  Ood  said.  Let  there  be  a  firmament  in  the  midst  (tf 
tiie  waters—  And  God  said,  Let  the  earth  bring  forth  the  living  creature  after  his  kind." 

There  is  another  like  instance  ch.  ii.  18.  "  And  the  Lord  God,  [Jehovah,  Fiohim,]  said, 
It  is  not  good  that  the  man  should  be  alone.  I  will  make  him  an 'help  meet  for  him.'*  The 
design  of  the  other  expressions,  as  before  observed,  was  to  intimate  the  gteat  dignity  and  supe- 
rior excellence  of  man  above  the  other  creatures,  whos6  formation  has  been  alre^y  related.  In 
like  manner,  when  God  proceeds  to  the  making  of  the  woman,  he  is  represented  as  consulting, 
and  resolving  what  to  do :  that  the  man  might  be  the  more  sensible  of  the  goodness  of  the 
Creator  in  providing  for  him  so  suitable  a  help. 

Moreover,  though  in  Gen.  i.  26.  the  words  are :  **  And  God  said,  Let  us  make  man  in  our 
image,  after  our  likeness:'*  the  execution  of  that  purpose,  as  related  in  ver.  27.  is  in  these 
words:  <*  So  God  created  man  in  his  own  image :  in  the  im^e  of  God  created  he  him:  male 
and  female  created  he  them.^  And  when  the  formation  of  man  is  mentioned  in  other  places  of 
scripture,  no  intimation  is  given  that  more  than  one  had  a  hand  in  his  creation.  See  particu* 
larly  Matt.  xix.  3 — 6.  Mark  x.  2—9.  where  our  blessed  Lord  himself  says :  «*  From  the  b^in- 
ning  of  the  creation  God  made  them  male  and  female."  And  "  what  God  has  joined  together, 
let  no  man  put  asunder.'*  For  certain  therefore  man,  as  well  as  the  other  creatures^  was  made 
hy  God  himself. 

If  more  than  one  being  had  been  concerned  in  the  creation  of  man,  or  any  other  parts  of 
the  world,  we  ought  to  have  been  acquainted  with  it,  that  due  respect  mic^ht  be  paid  to  them 
by  us.  As  scripture  is  here  silent,  no  man  has  a  right  to  ascribe  that  to  anomer  which  the  scrip- 
ture ascribes  to  God  alone.  And  wherein,  as  in  Ps.  cxlviii.  all  beings,  of  every  rank,  in  heaven 
and  on  earth,  are  required  to  praise  God  for  the  wonders  of  their  formation.  «*  Praise  ye  the 
Lord:  praise  him  from  the  heavens:  praise  him  all  ye  his  angels:  praise  ye  him  all  his  hosts: 
praise  ye  him  sun  and  moon:  praise  him  all  ye  stars  of  light  « ■  'Let  them  praise  the  name  of 
the  Lord.     For  he  commandea,  and  they  were  created— —Kings  of  the  earth,  and  all  people : 

princes,  and  all  judges  of  the  earth Let  them  praise  the  name  of  the  Lord;  for  his  name 

alone  is  excellent  j  and  his  glory  is  above  the  earth  and  heaven." 

Ecc.  xii.  1.  **  Remember  now  thy  Creator  in  the  days  of  thy  youth.**  In  the  Hebrew  the 
word  is  plural.  Creators.  Nevertheless,  not  only  our  own^  but  all  other  versions  translate,  and 
rightly,  Creator. 

Kat  ftv>jc-fl»jT/  T«  UTiCTMyrog  cs  tv  mji^tpatg  ^f£07^roc  ch.     Gr. 

Memento  Creatoris  tui  in  diebus  juVentutis  tuae.    Lat. 

Is.  liv.  5.  **  For  thy  maker  is  thy  husband.*'  In  the  Hebrew,  literally,  "  for  thy  makers  are 
thy  husbands.**  Nevertheless  the  wwds  are  always  understood  as  singular.  And  what  follows, 
shows  that  one  person  is  only  intended :  "  the  Lord  of  hosts  is  his  name.'* 

Calvin*s  remark  upon  Gen.  iii.  22.  is  to  this  purpose;  *  Whereas,*  says  he,  *  many  Christians 

*  from  this  place  draw  the  doctrine  of  a  Trinity  of  persons  in  the  Deity;  I  fear  their  vgument 

*  is  not  solid.*     Quod  aiitem  eliciunt  ex  hoc  loco  christiani  doctrinam  de  tribus  in  Deo  personis, 
vereor  ne  satis  firmum  sit  argumentum. 

But  Patrick  says :  «  Those  words  plainly  insinuate  a  plurality  of  persons.  And  all  other 
^  interpretations  seem  forced  and  unnatural*    And  he  particularly  rejects  what  Calvin  says. 
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For  my  part,  so  fiir  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  if  those  words  implied  more  Divine  Persons  than 
t)ne,  or  more  Creators  than  one  j  it  would  not  be  worth  while  to  dispute,  whether  they  are 
^ual,  or  not. 

But,  as  before  intimated,  I  rather  think,  that  here,  and  in  tome  other  like  texts,  there  is  a 
jeference  to  the  angelic  order  of  beings,  supposed  to  be  more  perfect,  and  more  knowing  than 
jnan.  For  though  Moses  gives  no  particular  account  of  the  creation  of  angels,  their  existence 
is  supposed  in  divers  parts  of  his  history.  And  they  may  be  considered  as  counsellors  only,  or 
witnesses  and  attendants. 

And  I  cannot  help  being  of  opinion,  that  those  Christians,  who  endeavour  to  prove,  from 
the  Old  Testament,  a  Trinity  of  Divine  Persons,  or  more  Creators  than  one,  whether  co-equal 
er  subordinate,  expose  themselves  to  the  unbelieving  part  of  the  Jewish  people,  whom  they  are 
xlesirous  to  gain.  For  the  Divine  unity  is  with  them  a  fundamental  article  of  religion.  Re- 
-markable  are  the  words  of  Lord  King,  in  his  Critical  History  of  the  Apostles*  Creed,  upon  th^ 
first  article  of  it,  p.  55^  56.  «  As  for  the  persons,  who  were  condemned  by  this  clause,  it  will 
4>e  readily  granted,  that  they  were  not  the  Jews,  seeing  the  unity  of  the  Godhead  is  every  where 
inculcated  in  the  Mosaical  law,  and  the  body  of  that  people  have  been  so  immoveably  fixed  and 
4ionfirmed  in  the  belief  there<rf,  that  now,  throughout  their  sixteen  hundred  years  captivity  arid 
dispersion,  they  have  never  quitted  or  deserted  that  principle,  that  God  is  one :  as  is  evident 
from  their  thirteen  articles  of  faith,  composed  by  Maimonides,  the  second  whereof  is  the  Unity 
of  the  Blessed  God.  Which  is  there  explained  to  be  in  such  a  peculiar  and  transcendent  man- 
ner, as  that  nothing  like  it  can  be  found.  And  in  their  liturgy,  according  to  the  use  of  the 
Sepharadim,  or  the  Spaniards,  which  is  read  in  those  parts  of  the  world,  in  their  synagogues,  in 
the  very  first  hymn,  which  is  an  admiring  declaration  of  the  excellences  of  the  Divine  Nature, 
the  repeated  chorus  is  this :  *  All  creatures,  both  above  and  below,  testify  and  witness,  all  of  them 
as  one,  Uiat  the  Lord  is  one,  and  his  name  one.' 

And  if  we  would  but  read  the  New  Testament  with  care,  and  then  consider  what  we  have 
tead  and  seen  therein;  we  might  know,'  that  one  object  of  worship  is  there  recommended  Imt 
Christ  and  his  apostles,  and  that  he  is  the  everlasting  God,  the  Creator  of  the  world,  and  all 
things  therein,  and  the  same  who  was  worshipped  by  the  Jewish  people,  and  their  ancestors. 

Our  Lord  himself  says,  that  he  came  in  his  Father's  name,  and  acted  by  his  authority,  even 
his,  who,  the  Jews  said,  was  their  God.  And  he  styles  him  *  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  the 
only  true  Grod.'     And  he  referred  them  to  their  scriptures,  as  testifying  of  him. 

The  apostles  of  Christ  after  his  ascension,  preaching  to  Jews,  say:  "  The  God  of  Abraham, 
Isaac,  ana  Jacob,  the  God  of  our  fathers  has  glorified  his  son  Jesus,"  Acts  iii.  13.  **  the  God  of 
our  fathers  raised  up  J  tons,  chap.  v.  3.  And  requesting  special  assistance  from  heaven  in  their 
inrork,  and  under  their  many  difficulties,  "  they  litt  up  their  voice  to  God,  and  said:  Lord,  thou 
art  God,  which  hast  made  heaven,  and  earth,  and  the  sea,  and  all  that  in  them  is«  Who  by  the 
mouth  of  thy  servant  David  hast  said  "—chap.  iv.  24,  25. 

Paul,  writing  to  the  Jewish  believers,  says :  "  God,  who  at  sundry  times,  and  in  divers  man- 
ners, spake  in  tune  past  to  the  fathers  by  the  prophets,  has,  in  these  last  days,  spoken  unto  us 
by  his  Son,"  Heb.  i.  1,  2.  He  and  Barnabas,  teaching  Gentiles,  say:  ^  We  preach  unto  you, 
that  ye  should  turn  from  these  vanities  unto  the  living  God,  who  made  heaven  and  earth,  and 
the  sea,  and  all  things  that  are  therein.*'  Acts  xiv.  15.  And  at  Athens,  says  Paul :  **  God  that 
made  the  world,  and  all  things  therein,  seeing  that  he  is  Lord  of  heaven  and  ^rth,  dwelleth  not 
in  temples  made  with  hands.''  chap.  xvii.  29* 

1  think  I  have  now  proved,  both  from  the  Old  and  the  New  Testament,  that  there  is  one  ' 
God,  creator  of  man  and  all  things  in  the  world.  • 

Accordingl)r,  the  first  article  in  the  apostle's  creed,  which  ought  never  to  be  diminished,  or 
enervated,  is  this :  ^  I  believe  in  God  the  Father,  almighty,  maker  of  heaven  and  earth.' 

Lett.  vii.  p.  128,  or  479.     *  Now  upon  examination  into  the  scriptures,  it  will  appear,  that 

*  this  Messiah,  or  Christ,  was  the  same  person  with  the  great  archangel  Michael,  who  was  the 

*  ^ardian  angel  of  Israel.' 

For  which  the  learned  author  alleges,  1  Cor.  x.  4  and  9*  and  Heb.  xi.  26.     But  as  none  of 


*  More  texts  to  the  like  purpose  may  be  seeo  alleged  above  at  p.  380^  note  < 
VOL.  v.  3  I 
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those  texts  appear  to  be  at  all  to  the  purpose,  for  which  they  are  alleged,  I  nefed  titit  WAy  to 
explain  them. 

That  our  blessed  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  is  not  an  angel  is  evident  from  many  plain  texts  of 
ficripure.  Heb.  i.  4 — (>.  **  Being  made  so  much  better  than  the  angels,  as  he  has  by  inheritance 
obtained  a  more  excellent  name  than  they.  For  unto  which  of  the  angels  said  he  at  any  time, 
Thou  art  my  son,  this  day  have  I  begotten  thee? — And  again,  when  he  bringeth  in  the  first- 
begotten  into  the  world  he  saith :  And  let  all  the  angels,  of  God  worship  him.'*  See  also  ver.  7, 
and  ver.  13,  14.  Ch.  ii.  5.  "  But  unto  the  angels  hath  he  not  put  in  subjection  the  world  tO 
come,  of  which  we  now  speak."  Ver.  16.  "  For  verily  he  did  not  lay  hold  t>f  a:ngel8',  but  he 
laid  hold  of  the  seed  of  Abraham.*'     See  likewise  the  preceding  part  of  that  chapter. 

And  when  our  blessed  Saviour  is  mentioned  with  angels,  he  is  distinguished  from  thetn. 
*«  I  charge  thee,"  says  Paul,  "  before  God,  and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  eleet  angels,*' 
1  Tim.  V.  21.  And  St.  John,  *^«  Grace  unto  you,  and  peace,  from  him  which  is,  and  wbith 
was,  and  which  is  to  come:  and  from  the  seven  spirits  which  are  before  the  throne:  anA 
from  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  the  faithful  witness,"  Rev.  i.  4,  5.  Not  now  to  mention  any  dtliet 
like  texts. 

These  must  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  us  that  Jesus  Christ  is  not  an  angel,  or  one  of  the  angeii* 
cal  order  of  beings :  or  we  can  be  assured  of  nothing. 

However,  I  must  not  omit  Mai.  iii.  1.  "  Behold,  I  will  send  my  messenger,  and  be  'ShaH 
prepare  the  way  before  me.  And  the  Lord,  whom  ye  seek,  shall  suddenly  come  to  his  temple^ 
€ven  the  messenger  of  the  covenant,  in  whom  ye  delight." 

Here  the  Messiah  is  spoken  of  as  the  messenger,  or  angel  of  the  Covenant.  TeH:allian^ 
referring  to  this  text,  or  to  Is.  ix.  6.  says  *  Christ  is  an  angel  by  office,  but  not  by  nature.* 
Dictus  est  quidem  magni  consilii  angelus,  id  est,  nuntius :  officii  non  naturae  vdcabuio.  Mag*, 
num  enim  cogitatum  Patris  super  hominum  restitutione  annunciaturus  seculo  erat.  De  Carnd 
Chrlsti.  cap.  14.  p.  370. 

And  St.  Paul  writes  Heb.  iii.  1.  "  Wherefore,  holy  brethren, — consider  the  apostle^  aaid 
High  Priest  of  our  profession,  Jesus  Christ."  Which  is  paraphrased  by  Dr.  Sykes  in  this  man^- 
iier :  *  It  is  your  duty  to  consider  him,  as  a  messenger  sent  by  God,  and  as  the  Hi^  Vne^ioi 
«  our  profession.* 

Lett.  vii.  p.  132,  or  482.     *  And  therefore,  "  in  the  fulness  of  time,"  saith  the  apdsde^ 

♦  "  God  sent  forth  his  beloved  Son,  to  be  made  of  a  woman,"  that  is,  to  take  human  nature  upon 

*  him.*  Gal.  iv.  4. 

The  words  of  the  apostle  are  these :  **  But  when  the  fulness  of  the  time  was  come,  ^od 
sent  forth  his  Son,  made  of  a  woman,  made  under  the  law*"  It  is  not,  «*  to  be  made,"  but  "  made 
of  a  woman,  made  under  the  law.",  yevoiievoy  ex  yuycLiyLo;^  yevofj^vov  vjco  vopt^cv,  al.  vo/xs:  factum  ex 
nmliere,  factum  sub  lege. 

And  the  note  of  Grotius  upon  the  text  should  be  observed.  EHtfTfCf/Xei>— misit  Deus  Filium 
siuun,  primogenitum,  ad  quem,  absente  patre,  cui-a  pertinebat.  Misit,  id  est,  potestatem  ei 
dedit  eximiam — ^factum  ex  muliere :  non  creatum  eo  modo,  quo  Adamus  creatus  erat,  sed  natum 
partu  muliebri,  quo  nobis  esset  similior:  factum  sub  lege,  id  est,  subditum  Legi,  quia  scilicet 
natus  erat  Judaeus. 

Lett.  V.  p.  78,  or  441.  *  And  therefore  it  manifestly  appears  fit)m  hence,  that  there  is  no 
«  contradiction,  either  to  reason  or  revelation,  in  supposing  that  three  persons  of  Father,  Son 
^  and  Holy  Ghost,  to  be  three  Gods,  provided  it  be  not  at  the  same  sime  asserted,  that  these 

♦  three  Gods  are  one  God,  or  that  the  Son  and  Holy  Spirit  ai'e  self-existent,  or  co-eternal  or  co- 

*  equal  with  God  the  Father.' 

hut  is  not  that  an  express  contradiction  to  St.  Paul,  who  says,  «*  We  know  that  there  ia  no 
other  God  but  one.  For  though  there  be  that  are  called  gods,  whether  in  lieaven  or  on  earth 
(as  there  are  gods  many  and  lords  many.)  But  to  us  (Christians)  there  is  but  one  God,  the 
Father^  of  whom  are  all  things,  and  one  Lord  Jesus,  by  whom  are  all  things,  and  we  by  him,'* 
I  Cor.  viii.  4 — 6. 

And  Jiph.  iv.  5,  6.  "One  Lord,— one  God  and  Father  of  all."  And  Philip,  ii.  U. — 
•*  that  every  tongue  should  confess,  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father." 

Many  other  texts  might  be  mentioned,  but  I  forbear. 
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t^t.  V,  p.  89,  84,  or  445.  *To  which  being  "  anointed,**  Acts  iv.  27,  98^  or  ap^iomted  of 

<  God*  he  ia  therefore  called  the  "Messiah,  [or]  Christ/*  which  literally  signify  *the  ^nointodfc/' 

<  Aod  accordingly,  at  the;  ^jpe  time  that  we  are  informed  of  the  transgression  of  our  first  pa- 
^  rents,  we  are  told  for  our  comfort  that  the  seed  of  the  woman  shall  bruise  that  serpent's  head 
^  which  had  occasiraed  their  fall,  Wluch  was  accordingly  done,  when  the  Messiah,  whose  spirit 
^  was  of  a  superior  order  to  mankind,  condescended  to  take  human  nature  upon  himself,  by 

<  being  bom  of -the  virgin  Mary,  and  went  through  that  scene  of  trials  and  afflictions,  to  which 
^  he  was  anointed/ 

It  is  not  unlikely  that  some  others  may  speak  after  the  same  manner ;  but  to  me  it  seems 
▼ery  improper;  for,  as  a  judicious  writer  says,  *  That 'name  can  denote  only  a  person  who  has 
'  received  gifts,  graces,  perfections  and  a  dignity  which  he  did  not  possess  of  himself/ 

Chry^o^tom,  acQordingly  says,    *  Tliat  Jesus  was  called  Christ  from  the  anointing  of  the 

*  Spirit,  which  was  poured  out  upon  him,  as  man/  Kat  xpiqog  h  wko  zh  ;|jf/(r6*i/va/  A^y^ra/,  o  xai  avto 
rir  ^e^fH9C  nv*  Hfc^  wott^^  ^(Ttv.,  iktrn^  ^ZV^^H  %  *£A«^9  ftev  «k  €XP'^K9  'vv^v/xftx/  Si*  Chr.  in  ep.  ad  Rom. 
hom.  i.  T.  IX-  p.  430. 

To  the  like  purpose  Aiigu&tin.*    And,  certainly  very  agreeably  to  the  scriptures.  Tlierefore 

it  is  aiiaid :  "  You  know how  God  anointed  Jes:us  of  Nazareth  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  with 

po^er ;  who  went  ^bout  doing  good,  and  healing  all  that  were  oppressed  with  the  devil.  For 
God  was  with  him/'  Acts  x*  88. 

And  says  Mr.  Abraham  Le  Moine,  in  his  Treatise  on  Miracles,  p.  51.  «  As  to  those  other 

*  passages,  wherein  it  is  said,  that  *•  he  was  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost.**  Luke  iv.  1.  that  "  God 
f  gave  him  Bot  the  spirit  by  ipeasure,"  John  iii.  34.  that  "  God  anointed  Jestis  of  Nazareth  with 
^  5ie  Holy  Ghost,  and  with  power,"  Acts  x.  38.  they  visibly  relate  to  our  Saviour's  human 
\  nature/ 

Lett.  V.  p.  85.  or  446.  *  For  if  the  divine  essence,  or  Godhead,  did  not  enter  into  the  womb 

<  of  the  virgin  ;  when  was  it,  that  that  *•  fulness  of  the  Godhead  which  dwelt  in  him  bodily,*' 
f  Col.  ii.  9«  did  enter  into  him  ?* 

Here  I  must  take  the  liberty  to  say,  that  I  do  not  approve  of  curious  inquiries  in  things  of 
religion :  and  that  I  am  afraid  to  attempt  to  answer  such  inquiries  particularly,  lest  I  should  ad- 
vance what  cannot  be  clearly  made  out  by  the  authority  of  scripture. 

However,  in  general  I  answer,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  text  in  Col.  ii.  9.  does  not  speak 
ef  ^*  a  superior  order  to  mankind,**  as  the  author  said  just  now,  or,  as  he  expressctli  it  elsewhere, 
p.  66,  or  430,  "  a  separate  spirit  from  the  Father,  and  inferior  to  him.*'  St.  Paul's  expression  is, 
V  the  fulness  of  tlie  Deity/*  And  there  is  but  on,e  Deity,  or  God,  even  the  Father.  Thereby 
therefore  must  be  meant  the  Father's  fulness*  So  it  is  said  in  Eusebius*s  Commentary  upon 
Fsal.  xliv.  otherwise  xlv.^  *  All  the  Father*s  grace  was  poured  out  upon  the  beloved }  for  it  was 
^  the  Father  that  spake  in  him.* 

And  upon  Ps.  Ixxi,  or  bcxii.  ver.  L  he  says:  •  This  righteousness  of  \l\e  Father  was  given 

<  to  the  king's  son,  of  the  seed  of  David,  according  to  the  flesh  :  in  ^  whom,  as  in  a  temple, 

*  dwelt  the  word,  and  wisdom,  and  righteousness  of  God.* 

And  upon  Ps.  xcv.  or  xcvi.  referring  to  Is.  Ixi.  1.  and  Luke  iv.  18.  «  Showing,*  says  he, 
^  that  his  was  not  a  bodily  anointing,  like  that  of  others  :  but*  that  he  was  anointed  with  the 
spirit  of  the  Father's  deity,  and  therefore  called  Christ.' 

Theodoret,  who  deserves  to  be  consult^  ako  upon  Col.  i.  9i  10.  in  his  commentary  upon 
Is.  xi.  S,  expresseth  himself  after  this  manner.    <*  ^  And  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  shall  ri&st  upon 

*  him."'  Every  one  of  the  prophets  had  a  particular  gift.  But  in  him  **  dwelt  all  the  fulness  of 
^  the  Godhead  bodily."  And  as  man  he  lutd  all  the  gifts  of  tlie  spirit.  And  out  of  his  fulness, 
;u  the  blessed  John  says,  we  have  all  received/ 

•  Cett  t'exprimer  d'une  mani^  ibil  snspecte,  d'appeler         *  Evti  KarwKYj&t,  wnrtp  tv  vaw  i  te  Bte  \oyos,  xai  ij  o-'cpx 
h  Nature  Divine  de  uotne  seignaur  du  nom  de  Christ.    Ce     kou  ^xo^ooi/vi^    In  Pt.  Ixxi.  p.  404.  B. 

nom  ne  pent  d^igner  qu*ane  personne,  q\xi  a  re^u  dcagr^bces,         «  Ty  h  vrvvJiJLari  fr^g  wfltr^ixij;  deonjrof  ^.tyipicriutyWy  xai 

^des  dons,  des  perfections,  une  dignity,  qu  elle  ne  potsedoit  &a  tbto  Xftrov  ayr^yopev^voy.     In  Ps.  xcv.  p.  034.  £. 
pas  d'elle  m^me.  Beaiis.  Hist.  Man.  T.  I.  p.  115.  '  Twv    fitv  yap  tsp^t^rooy  kxaros   fMpwrjy   rtveu  ih^ar^ 

^  Vid.  Conir.  Maximin.  Arian.  1. 2.  cap.  xvi.  torn.  Vllf.  X^^^'  ^^  ^^V  ^f  ycarwfcfja-g  way  ro  wXr^pwiua  rrjg  ^sorr^rof 

•  Erf*  ds  ra  ayamjra  waca.  rj  vrarpixri  n$  avrov  nttYOoiry  ewfiariKOJf'  xaw  xara  ra  ay^pwrivor  h  mart  a  «i;^i  ra  yapiv* 
X^f^'  V  r^-f  i  wanj/j  AoAw  if  vlat.  In  Ps.  p.  188.  D.  fwtra.  x.  X^    In  Es.  cap.  xi.  loin.  II.  p.  52. 
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And,  ]Says  Pelagius  Upon  Col.  !•  19-  •In  others*  that  is,  apostles^  patriarchs  and  prophets*^ 
« there  was  some  particular  gifl.     But  in  Christ  the  whole  divinity  dwelt  bodily  or  summarily/ 

Secondly,  I  suppose,  that  this  fulness  of  the  Deity  is  the  same  with  what  is  said  of  our  Saviour  - 
in  other  expressions,  in  many  texts  of  Scripture. 

As  Sti  Johil  says  at  the  bejtidriiilg  of  his  gospel,  the  word,  the  wisdom,  the  power  of  God 
dwelt  in  him,  and  he  was  **  full  of  grace  and  truth."     And,  as  John  the  Baptist  saidr  «*  God 

fiveth  not  the  Spirit  by  hleasure  unto  him."  And,  as  St.  Peter  said  just  now,  "  God  anointed 
esus  of  Nazareth  with  the.  Holy  Ghost,  and  with  power.*'  All  speaking  agree&bly  to  what  is 
foretold.  Is.  xi.  2,  3.  **  And  the  spirit  of  the  Lwd  shaft  rest  upon  him,  the  spirit  of  wisdom 
and  understanding,  the  spirit  of  counsel  and  might,  the  spirit  of  knowledge,  and  of  the  fear  oi 
the  Lord,**  and  what  follows. 

Arid  this  method  of  interpretation  is  much  confirmed  by  the  excellent  passages  of  divei*; 
ancient  writers  just  quoted. 

Thirdly,  I  presume  not  to  say  when,  or  how  our  blessed  Saviour  was  "  filled  with  all  the  ful-^ 
ness  pi*  the  Godhead."     I  observe  a  few  things  only. 

It  was  foretold  of  John  the  Baptist,  that  *'  he  should'be  filled  with  the  Holv  Ghost,  even 
from  his  mother's  womb,'*  Lukei.  15.  Which  may  have  been  true  of  our  LoFd  likewise.  How«- 
ever  St.  Luke  observes  in  his  history^  after  Joseph  had  returned  to  Nazareth  in  Galilee,  civ  ii.  40.^ 
«*  And  the  child  grew,  and  wax^d  strong  in  spirit,  filled  with  wisdom.  And  the  grace  of  God 
was  upon  hrnii.'*  Afterwards,  giving  an  account  of  the  journey  of  Joseph  and  Mary  to  Jerusa- 
lem at  a  passover,  when  Jesus  was  twelve  years  of  age,  he  says,  **  the  child  Jesus  tarried  behind 
them  m  Jerusalem,**'  and  seeking  him,  "  they  found  him  in  the  temple,  sitting  in  tlie  midst 
of  the  doctors,  both  hearing  them,  and  asking  them  questions.  And  all  thai  heard  him^  were 
astonished  at  his  understanding  and  answers,"  ver.  41 — 47»  It  is  added  afterwards  at  ver*  52; 
**  And  Jesiis^  increased  in  wisdofti  and  stature,  and  in  favour  with  God  and  man." 

Moreover  all  the  first  three  evangelists,  in  tl>eir  history  of  our  Lord's  bs^tism,  say,  that  "  the 
heavens  were  opened,  and  the  Holy  Ghost  descended  upon  him,**  Matt.  iii.  16.  "  And  Jesus, 
when  he  was  baptfzed,  went  up  straightway  out  of  the  water.  And  lo  tlie  heavens  wpre  opened 
unto  him,  and  he  saw  the  Spirit  of  God  descendmg  from  heaven,  and  lighting  upon  him."  See 
liftewise  Mark  i.  10,  11.  Luke  HI.  21,  92.  And  Luke  iv.  1.  presently  after  his  baptism.  "And 
Jesus  bemg  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  was  led  by  the  Spirit  into  the  wilderness."  And  again,  when 
the  temptation  was  over,  the  evangelist  says,  ver.  14.  "  And  Jesus  returned  m  the  power  of  the 
spirit  into  Galilee.**  And  in  St.  John's  gospel,  ch.  i.  ver.  32,  33.  ♦*  And  John  bare  record, 
saying  :  I  saw  the  Spirit  descending  from  heaven  like  a  dove^  And  it  abode  upon  him.^  And 
what  follows. 

I  close  up  these  observations  in  the  words  of  bishop  Pearson  upon  the  second  article  of  tlie 

*  creed,  p.  99«     *  So  our  Jesus,  the  son  of  David  was  first  sanctUied,  and  anointed  with  the^ 

*  Holy  Ghost  at  his  conception,  and  thereby  received  a  right  unto,  and  was  prepared  for  all  those 

•^  offices  which  belonged  to  the  Redeemer  of  the  worlds    But  when  he  was  to  enter  upon  the  • 

*  actual  and  full  performance  of  all  those  flinctions  which  belonged  to  him ;  then  does  the 

*  same  spirit,  which  had  sanctified  him  at  his  conception,  visibly  descend  upon  him  at  his 

*  inauguration.' 

And  afterwards,  at  p.  104,  summing  up  what  had  been  before  lar^dy  said  r  *^**  I  believe  in 

*  Jesus  Christ.**  That  is,  I  da  assent  to  this,  as  a  certain  truth,  that  there  was  a  man  promised 

*  by  God,  and  foretold  by  the  prophets,  to  be  the  Messiah,  the  Redeemer  of  Israel,  zxid  the  ex- 

*  p  ectation  of  the  nations.  I  am  fully  assured  by  all  those  predictions,  that  the  Messiah  so  pro- 

*  mised  is  already  come.     I  am  as  certainly  persuaded,  that  the  man  bom  in  the  days  of  Herod 

<  of  the  virgin  Mary,  by  an  angel  from  heaven  called  JesuS)  is  the  true  Messiah,,  so  long,  and  so 

<  often  promised :  that,  as  the  Messiah,  he  was  anointed  to  three  special  offices  belonging  to 

<  him,  as  the  mediator  between  God  and  man  :  prophet priest — —and  king.     1  believe  this 

«  unction,  by  which  he  became  the  true  Messiah,  was  not  performed  by  any  material  oil,  but  by 

<  the  spirit  of  God,  which  he  received  as  the  head,  and  conveys  to  his  members..' 

"  In  aliis,  hoc  est,  apostolts,  patriarchis,  velprophetis,  gratfa     poraliter,  qtiaii  dicas^  sommaEter.  Pelag,  ap.  Hieron.  X*  V. 
fiiit  ei  parte.    In  Ciiristo  autem  tola  Dlvlpitas  habitabat  cor*     p.  10^0. 
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Lett  vii.  p.  135,  or  484,  *  And  now,  my  lord,  let  any  one  judge  whether  this  temptation  of 
••  Jesus  in  the  wilderness,  looks,  as  if  Satan  thought  the  divine  Spirit  that  was  intimately  united 

*  to  the  humanity  of  Jesus,  was  that  of  the  supreme  God  ?  And  can  any  one  think,  that  a  being, 

*  endowed  with  so  much  power,  [should  it  not  be  knowledge.?]  as  Satan  manifestly  was^  did  not 

*  know  whether  Jesus  was  the  supreme  God  or  not?* 

*  'This  is  brought  in  with  an  air  of  mucl?  triumph.  But  may  1  not  ask  ?  Did  not  Satan  know 
that  Jesus  Christ  was  his  creator,  under  God  the  Father  ?  For  this  learned  writer  argues,  p.  7Sf 
79,  or  441,  442.  that  all  things  were  made  by  Christ,  and  consequently  Satan  himself:  however, 
I  choose  not  to  multiply  words  in  exposing  this  observation,  as  founded  in  the  author's  wrong 
'Scheme. 

The  truth  of  the  case  is  this.  Jesus  had  been  baptized  by  John.  At  which  tiine  He  watr 
publicly  declared  to  be  the  expected  Messiah.  He  also  received  abundant  qualifications  for  di^ 
charging  the  high  office  into  which- he  was  inaugurated.  Soon  after  which  Satan,  attempted  to 
surprise  him  by  divers  temptations.  "  When  he  had  fasted  forty  days  and  forty  niglits,  he  was 
afterwards  an  hundred.  And  vhen  the  tempter  came  to  him,  he  said:  If  thou  be  the  Son  of 
Goi,  [that  is,  if  indeed  thou  art  the  Christ Ij  command  that  these  stones  be  made  bread/' 
•Afterwards,  "  taking  him  into  the  holy  city,  fie  setteth  him  on  a  pinnacle  of  the  temple,  ahd 
•saith  unto  him  :  If  tlKMi  be  the  Son  of  God,  [that  is,  if  indeed  thou  art  the  Messiah>3i  cast  thy- 
self down  :  for  it  is  written.  He  shall  give  his  angels  charge  concei-ning  thee,  and  in  their  handk 
they  shall  bear  thee  up,  lest  at  any  time  thou  dash  thy  foot  against  a  stone."  And  what  follows. 
Matt.  ch.  iv.    And  are  not  all  these  insidious  propo^s  made  to  our  Saviour,  as  man  ? 

The  learned  author  having  taken  notice  of  the  transaction  in  the  gardenj  goes  on.  Lett.  vii. 
•p.  136,  137,  or  485,  486.     •  Here  then  we  poor  mortals  are  at  a  stand,  being  at  a  loss  to  k-now, 

*  how  it  is  possible  for  one  spirit  so  to  torment  another,  aa  to  put  Jesus  into  such  an  agony  as  is 

*  above  transcribed,  from  the  very  apprehensions  of  what  he  was  to  undergo.     If^  he  were  t^ 

*  suffer  NOTHING  BUT  WHAT  IS  WRITTEN  concemiug  his  scoffs,  and  scourgings,  and  crucifixion, 

*  and  we  may  add  all  the  sufferings  and  tortures  which  his  human  nature  could  possibly  undergo ; 

*  these  surely  could  never  have  moved  him  in  so  high  a  degree;  being  only  sucn  sufferings  as  the 

*  prophets  of  old  underwent,  not  only  without  dread,,  but  with  pleasure  in  their  countenance. 

*  Heb.  xi.  35,  36. 

«  Whoever  therefore' can  suppose  Jesus  to  have  been  terrified  at  these  things,  which  could 
•'only  affect  his  human  part,  must  suppose  him  to-be  less  than  a  man.    Whereas,  if  we  suppose 

*  SATAN  LET  JLOOSE  UPON  HIM,  by  the  pcfmission  of  God,  and  empowered  to  attack  him  in 

*  his  nobler  jpart,  in  his  angelic  nature,  wiile  his  divine  Spirit,,  being  encumbered  with  the 
*load  of  flesh  and  blood,  and  fettered  and  confined  within- the  compass  of  an  human  taber- 

*  nacle,  was  disabled  from  exerting  its  full  powers  ;  well  might  he  dread  the  conflict  on  such  un- 

*  equal  terms. 

*  And   IF  NOTHING   IS   DESCRIBED   TO   US   IN   THE'   SCRIPTURES',    BUT    HIS    SUFFERINGS   IN    THE 

*^  FLESH,  this  we  ought  to  conclude  was  done  in  condescensiian  to  our  understandings,  which  are 
••unable  to  comprehend,  or  have  any  notion  of  his  inward  sufferings  :  and  for  the  same  reason 
« it  was,  that  any  outward  sufferings  were  inflicted  on  him  at  all.  Which  being  in  their  own 
••nature  insignificant  and*  triflings  could  not  possibly  be- any  trial  of  his  obedience :  but  were 
•'inflicted  on  him  by  God  for  us,  and  for  our  sake.  Who  in  compassion  to  our  ijgnorance,  and  if> 

*  firmities,  was  pleased  to  appoint  some  of  his  sufferings  to  be  such,  as  were  within  the  reach- of 

*  our  capacities  to  comprehend.'    • 

Does  not'all  this  show  the  great  inconvenience,  and  vast  disadvantage  of  that  opinion,  which 
supposes,  that  a  spirit  of  a  superior  order  to  the  human  soul  animated  our  Saviour's  body  ? 

1  think,  that  the  incongniity  of  this  has  been  fully  shown  in  the  preceding  letter  :  and  that 
if  such  a  thing  were  practicable,  that  exalted  spirit  would  swallow  up  the  body,  and  sustain,  it 
above  aH  pains,  wants,  and  infirmities*  But  it  is  manifest  from  the  gospels,  and  every  book  of 
the  New  Testament,  that  our  Saviour  had  all  the  innocent  infirmities  of  the  human  nature. 
Therefore  the  before-mentioned  doctrine  is  not  true. 

This  author  is  not  quite  a  Docete,  or  does  not  profess  so  be  so.  Nevertheless  he  does  little 
less  than  admit  the  force  of  the  argument  just  referred  to.  He  calls  all  the  sufferings  inflicted 
on  our  Saviour  by  men,  and  b}\  th^  sufferings  recorded  concerning  him,  *  trifling  and  insignifi- 
cant,' and  says,  •  they  could  not  pos^bly  be  any  trial  of  his  obedience/ 
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He  thinks,  Jesus  Clirist  suflfered :  but  it  must  have  been  qfwing  to  the  buflfettinga  of  S«tan, 
Of*  wiiich  however,  there  is  not,  as  himself  owns,  any  distinct  accqunt  given  in  the  scripturea. 
Is  not  this  to  be  wise  above  and  beyond  what  is  written  ?  It  is  manifestly  so.  But  dpes  tW  bc^ 
come  a  Christian  ?  And  they  who  are  wise  above,  or  beyond  what  is  written,  will  generally  coa- 
tradict  what  is  written. 

This  seems  to  be  the  case  here.  *  The  scourgin^s,  scoffii,  crucifixion,  and  all  the  outward 
.«  sufterings  inflicted  on  Jesus  were  insignificant  and  trifling,  and  could  not  possibly  be  any  trial 
*  of  his  obedience.'  Nevertheless  these  are  things  much  insisted  upon,  distinctly  relatecl,  and 
frequently  repeated  in  the  sacred  writings  of  the  New  Testament.  And  the  writers  of  the  New 
Testament,  the  apostles  and  evangelists  represent  them  to  Christians,  as  very  great  snd  aflectin^ 
«nd  a  trial  of  the  obedience  of  our  great  Lord  and  Master.  And  his  patience  under  them  is 
.set  before  us  as  a  moving,  and  encouraging  example  to  his  followers.  And  for  these  suiTeringsiy 
and  his  patience,  resignation,  and  meekness  under  themi  he  is  represented  to  have  been  highly 
rewarded  by  God  the  Father,  supreme  Lprd  and  disposer  of  all  things. 

So  St.  Paul,  Heb.  xii.  1 — 3.  "  Let  us  run  with  patience  the  race  that  is  set  before  us,  looking 
ijnto  Jesus,  the  author  and  finisher  of  our  faith  :  who  for  the  joy  that  was  set  before  him^  eni- 
^ured  the  cross,  despising  the  shame,  and  is  set  down  on  the  right  hand  of  the  throne  of  God« 
JFor  consider  him  that  endured  such  contradiction  of  sinn^xs  gainst  himself  lest  ye  be  wearied^ 
and  faint  in  your  minds.*' 

So  likewise  St.  Peter,  1  Epist.  iL  21 — ^24*  ,  «*  For  even  hereunto  were  ye  called :  because 
Christ  also  suffered  for  us,  leaving  us  an  example,  that  we  should  follow  his  steps.  Who  did 
no  sin,  neither  was  guile  found  in  his  month.  Who,  when  he  was  reviled,  reviled  not  again : 
,when  he  suffered,  he  threatened  not :  but  committed  himself  to  him  that  judgeth  righteously. 
A\lio  his  ownself  bare  our  sins  in  his  own  body  on  tJie  tree,  that  we  being  dead  to  sin,  should  live 
unto  righteousness.     By  whose  stripes  ye  were  healed." 

See  Philip,  ii.  1 — 11.  and  many  other  places  and  all  the£oq>els,  wherein  ^u'e  recorded  our 
Lord's  sufferings,  and  especially  ms  last. 

All  these  things  are  thus  insisted  upon  as  very  considerable,  and  of  great  importance  to 
.Christians.  So  that  it  seems  very  9tra^ge,  that  they  should  be  reckoned  by  any  *  triflipg  and 
insignificant,  and  no  trial  of  obedience/ 

There  is,  1  think,  plainly  a  diffin^nce  between  this  great  Author,  and  our  apostles  and  evan- 
:gelists.  Whence  should  this  come  to  pass?  Is  it  not,  that  he  preachetli  another  Jeais?  Ac- 
cording to  them,  Jesus  is  a  man  •  like  unto  us,  and  suffers  such  evils,  as  men  in  this  world  are 
liable  to,  in  the  steady  practice  of  virtue  :  and  he  has  set  before  us  a  most  amiable,  most  ani- 
mating, and  encouraging  example,  under  a  great  variety  of  contradictions  and  sufferings.  For 
jsSl  which  he  has  been  highly  rewarded  by  God  the  Father  Almighty,  who  ^ne  is  perfectly  wise, 
and  perfectly  good. 

But  according  to  this  fiuthor,  Jesus  is  an  embodied  angel,  or  archangel,  and  not  capable  of 
being  much,  if  at  all,  affected  by  « all  the  sufferings,  and  tortures,  which  human  nature  couU 
«  possibly  undergo.  These,  surely,'  he  says,  «  could  never  have  moved  him  in  so  high  a  degree,' 
p.  136,  137,  or  486. 

Indeed  this  writer  pleads,  that  if  the  buffetiijgs  of  Satan,  or  such  sufferings,  as  he  contends 
for,  are  not  *  described  to  us  in  the  scriptures,  but  his  sufferings  in  the  flesh  ;  this  we  ought  to 
^  conclude  was  done  in  condescension  to  our  understandings,  which  are  unable  to  comprehend, 
<  or  have  any  motion  of  his  inward  sufferings,*  p.  137,  or  4^&. 

For  certain,  all  men,  who  advance  a  doctrine,  without  express  authority  from  scripture,  will 
endeavour  to  find  out  some  reason  for  the  silence  of  scripture  about  it.  But  no  good  reason  can 
be  assigned  for  the  omission,  here  supposed  and  granted.    ^  His  outward  sufferings,'  the  writer 

s^s,  <  were  insignificant  and  trifling,  and  could  not  possibly  be  any  trial  of  his  obedience.' 

If  they  were  not,  should  not  some  others  have  beep  recorded?    The  not  doing  it,  surely,  must 
be  reckoned  an  inexcusable  omission,  and  neglect  in  the  sacred  pen-men. 

However,  it  is  certain,  they  have  recorckd  such  sufferings,  as  they  supposed  to  be  a  trial 
iDf  our  Lord's  obedience :  and  his  patience  under  them,  ^  an  example  and  pattern  to  us* 

f  So  likewke  sajs  tke  prophet^  *'  A  man  oiBoruym,  sad  JKfpsjQlcd  with  grief/'  Is.  liiu 
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Our  great  author  would  have  us  suppose,  «  Satan  let  loose  upon  our  Lord,  by  the  per- 
«  mission  of  God,  and  empowered  to  attack  him  in  his  nobler  part,  his  angelic  nature,'  p.  187, 
.or  486.  And  speaks  of  *  the  buffetinffs  oT  Satan,'  p.  138,  or  487. — *  and  the  insults  of  Satan,* 
p.  133,  or  483.  But  why  should  sucn  things  be  supposed,  when  all  the  writers  of  the  New 
Testament  are  silent  about  them  ?  If  any  wul  invent,  and  describe  such  sufferings,  it  must  be 
altogether  unscriptural,  and  could  be  no  better  than  a  philosophical,  or  theological  romance. 

And  may  I  not  ask,  what  good  purposes  can  be  answered  by  this  scheme  ?  For  we  are 
neither  angels,  nor  embodied  angels,  but  men,  placed  here  in  a  state  of  trial.  And  our  trial 
arises  from  the  good  and  evil  things  of  tliis  world,  by  which  our  hopes  and  our  fears  are  much 
influenced. 

To  me  then  the  contrivance  of  our  great  author  appears  both  unscriptural,  and  unpro- 
fitable.  Nor  can  1  forbear  joining  in  with  the  apostle,  and  saying :  <*  But  we  preach  Christ 
crucified,  unto  the  Jews  a  stumbhng-block,  and  unto  the  Greeks  foolishness :  but  unto  them 
which  are  called  both  Jews  and  Greeks,  Christ  the  nower  of  God,  and  the  wisdom  of  God : 
because  the  foolishness  of  God  is  wiser  than  men  :  and  the  weakness  of  God  is  stronger  than 
men,"  1  Cor.  i.  «3— g5. 

However,  at  p.  138,  or  487,  it  is  argued  after  this  manner :    '  And  therefore,  when  he 

*  was  betrayed,  and  seized  by  the  officers,  that  were   sent  to   apprehend  him,   our  Saviour 

*  said  unto  them  :  «*  This  is  your  hour,  and  the  power  of  darkness,"  Luke  xxii.  53.     Giviijg 
«  them  thereby  to  understand,  and  us  through  them,  that  it  was  not  only  the  hour  of  men's 

*  wrath,  but  **  the  hour  of  the  power  of  darkness,''  that  he  so  much  dreaded,  when  he  prayed 

*  to  God  the  Father,  to  "  save  him  from  thai  hour.**     At  which  time  he  had  not  only  the 

*  contradiction  of  wicked  men  to  strive  with,  but  knew  that  this  was  the  time  allotted  by  God 
"«  for  Satan,  the  prince  of  darkness,  to  exercise  and  employ  his  whole  power  in  afflicting  him.*  ^ 

But  reallv  no  such  conclusion  can  be  drawn  from  those  words ;  where  one  and  the  same  thing 
is  expressed  in  a  twofold  manner,  thfe  more  emphatically  to  represent  the  greatness  of  the  trouble 
then  coming  upon  our  Saviour.  As  if  he  had  said,  *  JBut  this  is  your  hour :  and  indeed  it  is  k 
very  dark  and  aiflBictive  season.* 

Dr.  Clarke's  paraphrase  is  in  these  terms. 

*  But  this  is  the  time,  wherein  the  infinite  wisdom  of  God  has  appointed  me  to  suflfer.     And 

*  Providence  has  now  given  you  power  over  me,  permitting  you  to  execute  your  malice  and 
^  cruelty  upon  me,  that  the  scripture  may  be  fulfilled,  and  the  eternal  counsels  of  the  divine 
«  wisdom  for  the  salvation  of  men  fully  accomplished.*  To  the  like  purpose  Grotius  upon 
John  xiv.  30.** 

And  that  this  is  the  meaning  of  the  words,  may  be  argued  from  our  Lord's  manner  of  ex- 
pression elsewhere,  speaking  of  the  same  thing.     So  in  John  xvi.  32,  33.  "  Behold,  the  hcmt 

Cometh,  yea  is  now  come, -that  ye  shall  leave  me  alone.     And  yet  I  am  not  alone,  because 

the  Father  is  with  me.  These  things  I  have  spoken  unto  you,  that  in  me  ye  might  have  peace. 
In  the  world  ye  shall  have  tribulation ;  but  be  of  good  cheer,  I  have  overcome  the  world."  And 
therefore,  when  he  mentions  Satan,  it  is  in  the  character  of  "  the  prince  of  this  world."  John 
xiv.  30.  "  Hereafter  I  will  not  talk  much  with  you :  for  the  prince  of  this  world  cometh ;  and 
*•  hath  nothing  in  me  :**  which  is  thus  paraphrased  by  Dr.  Whitby.     "  The  prince  of  this  world 

*  cometh"  by  his  ministers,  Judas,  fend  the  rulers  of  the  Jews,  "  and  findeth  nothing  in  me:" 

*  he  himself  having  no  power  to  inflict  death  upon  me,  in  whom  is  no  sin,  and  they  finding 

*  nothing  in  me  **  worthy  of  death,"  Acts  xiii.  28.     Though  therefore  I  am  to  suffer  death,  I  - 

*  do  not  suffer  for  any  fault  that  can  deserve  it,  or  on  account  of  any  power  he  or  his  ministem 
«  have  over  me  to  inflict  it.  But  I  ^ive  up  myself  to  death  in  compliance  with  my  Father's  will^ 
«  and  what  follows.' 

f  Veiut  autcm  per  bominetsui  pleoot,  quoram  vis  enit  s^no-ia  re  crx^rus*   Grot.  \n  Job.  alv.  30.  • 


THE  END  OF  A  LETTEB  ON  THE  hOGOn. 
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A    DISSERTATION 

UPON  THE  TWO  EPISTLES  ASCRIBED  TO  CLEMENT  OE  ROME. 

XATELY   PUBLISHED  "BT  MR.  WETSTE1N« 
WITH  LARGE  EXTRACTS  OUT  OF  THEM,  AND  AN.  ARGUMENT  SHOWING  THEM  NOT  TO  BE  GENUINB. 


L  Extracts  out  f^  these  Epistles^  for  showing  the  Authors  Testimony  to  the  Scriptures  of  Oie  Old  and 
Netv  Testament.  II.  External  Evidence  against  the  Genuineness  of  these  Epistles.  III.  Internal 
Evidence  to  the  same  Purpose j  and  their  Time.  IV.  The  Author  anonymous.  V.  The  Importance 
and  Use  of  these  Epistles.     V  L  Th£  Conclusion. 

Extracts.  I.  My  extracts  from  these  two  epistles  wiU  relate  chiefly  to  the  books  of  scripture 
quoted  therein. 

1.  In  these  epistles  several  books  of  the  Old  Testament  are  quoted:  the  book  of  Genesis 
several  times ^  Exodus^  the  Judges*  and  several  of  the  following  historical  books :  the  book 
of  the  Proverbs^  often ^  the  book  of  Ecclesiastes  once.:  Isaiah  once^  and  also  the  story  of 
Susanna. 

5.  Gut  of  the  New  Testament  are  taken  several  passages  of  Matthew,  one*  of  Luke,  several 
of  John's  gospel.  The  Acts  of  the  Apostles  may  be  supposed  ^  to  be  referred  to.  I  cannot 
tell,  whether  ^  there  be  a  reference  to  Acts  xxvi*  25.  in  some  words,  which  I  place  below  that 
others  may  judge.  There  are  also  passages  out  of  the  apostle  Paul's  epistle  to  the  Romans,  both 
the  epistles  to  tne  Corinthians,  the  epistfes  to  the  Galatians,  the  Ephesians,  the  Philippians,  the 
Colossians,  the  first  ^nd  second  to  the  Thessalonians,  the  first  and  second  to  Timothy,  the  epistle 
to  the  Hebrews,  two  or  three  quotations,  which  will  be  taken  notice  of  presently,  and  many 
passages  out  of  the  epistle  of  James.  But  I  have  not  clearly  discerned  any  passages  out  of  the 
epistle  of  Paul  to  Titus,  or  Philemon  :  nor  out  of  the  epistles  of  Peter,  or  John,  or  Jude,  or  the 
book  of  the  Revelation. 

3.  I  say,  there  are  passages  out  of  the  several  books  of  scripture  before-mentioned.  But 
there  occurs  not  the  name  of  any  one  book  or  writer,  either  of  the  Old  or  the  New  Testament : 
except  in  general,  in  the  gospel,  the  apostle,  meaning  Paul,  and  the  like. 

4.  The  passages  of  the  epistl^  to  the  Hebrews  are  these :  *  But,  **  brethren,  we  are  persuaded 
*  of  you,  that  you  will  think  of  these  things,  which  are  necessary  to  your  salvation.  But  we  thug 
'  speak  of  them,  because,'  and  what  follows.  Where  the  author  must  have  had  an  eye  to 
Heb.  vL  9* 

5.  I  suppose  likewise,  that  there  may  be  a  reference  to  Heb«  vi.  15 — 19,  as  well  as  to  Isaiah 
JvL  in  a  passage  which ""  I  transcribe  below. 

*  Domino  Jesa  Christo  mroistiirunt  muTieres  e  posflessioni-     ^q«  laeoessana  tont  salttti  ve$txtt.     Sed  ita.  loqmmtir  de  lis, 
bus  suit.  £p.  2.  n.  1 5.  Vid.  Luc.  viii.  3.  quae  loquimur^  propter  famam  et  rumorem  maluoa^  &c.  £p.  1. 

^  Ponx)  Paulus,  et  Barnabas,  et  Tirootheus^  cum  csetens,  c,  10. 
<)Uorum  nomina  scripta  sunt  io  libro  vine.  £p.  i.  c.  6.  Con£         *         ocd  desiderat  spem  promissam  et  praeparatam  et  poal- 

Fbilipp.  iv.  3.  tarn  in  coslis  Deo,  qui  promish  ore,  et  non  mentitur  ;    c)ui 

*  et  loqutmur  cum  illis  veiba  ezhortationis  et  honesta*  major  est  filiis  et  filiabns,  et  dabit  virgioi^us  locum  cclebrean 
lis.  £p.  2.  cap.  1.  in  domo  Dei      ■  Ep^  i.  c.  4. 

^  rnnfidimni  autem  de  voUs,  fi:atres,  vos  cogttaturot  ea^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A  Dissertatlqn  upon  two  new  Epistles^  ^k^  4S3 

6.  Again :  « For  *  he  said :  <•  Honour  your  elders,  and  when  70U  see  their  conversations,  and 
their  manners,  imitate  their  faith/' '  Which  must  be  allowed  to  be  a  reference  to,  or  quotation 
of  Heb.  xiii.  7- 

7.  The  forms  of  quotation  are  such  as  these :  For  he  said,  in  the  place  just  quoted :  *  They  ** 
who  are  truly  virgins,  for  God's  sake,  hear  him,  who  said.'  Where  he  quotes  divers  passages 
from  the  book  of  the  Proverbs.  *  Such  *  virginity  the  Lord  calls  foolish,  as  he  says  in  the  gospel.' 
See  Matt.  xxv.  *  Therefore  ^  he  said  rightly  to  that  generation.'     *  And*  of  such  servants  it  is 

*  said.'  *  As  Mt  is  written.'    *  And '  they  hear  not  him,  who  says.'  Quoting  the  epistle  of  James. 

*  And  ^  again  he  says.'     *  Have  *  you  not  read  of  Amnon  and  Thamar,  children  of  David  ?*     lA 
the  next  chapter.   *  Have  ^  you  not  read  of  the  family  of  Solomon  ?'    «  They '  did  not  remember 

*  that  saying.'    <  Behold  "we  find  what  is  written  of  Moses  and  Aaron.'     *  For  so  "the  holy 
«  scriptures  speak  in  these  very  words.^  *As  "*  the  apostle  said*'  See  2  Cor.  xi.  1*.  *Whom  "^  the  divine 

*  £^ostle  rejects/  *  Widows^  whom  the  divine  apostle  refiiseth/   *  Let  us  be  mindful  'of  the 

*  word,  which  says.'  See  Eccles.  vii.  26.     *  As*  we  have  learned  from  the  law,  theprophets,  and 
^  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ/    •  Let  ^  us  inquire  and  search  from  the  Law  to  the  New  Testament.' 

8.  Farther  he  seems  in  several  places  to  refer  to  a  practice  then  in  use  of  reading  the  scrips 
lures  in  private  houses,  and  at  visits. 

For  'he  blames  some,  whom  he  calls  idle,  '  who  went  about  to  the  lyi^udes  of  brethren,  and 
«  sisters,  virgins,  under  a  pretence  of  visiting  them,  or  reading  the  scriptures  to  them»  or 
«  exorcising  them,  or  teaching  them.'  Representing  his  own  and  other  good  people's  way  of 
travelling,  whose  conduct  is  set  forth  to  be  an  example,  he  says :  *  When  *  we  come  to  a  place 

*  where  there  is  no  man,  but  all  are  faithful  women  and  vir^ns,  when  we  have  gathered  them  all 

*  together,  and  find  they  .live  in  peace,  we  speak  to  them  m  all  purity,  and  read  to  them  the 
<  scriptures.'     Afterwards  in  the  next  chapter :  « If  ^  we  come  to  a  place,  and  there  be  one 

*  faithful  woman  only  alone,  and  nobody  else  ;  we  do  not  stay  there,  nor  pray  tliere,  nor  read 
« the  scriptures  there,  but  we  flee  away  as  from  the  face  of  a  serpent,  and  from  a  dangerous 

*  snare.'     And  in  another  place.  •  We  do  not  sing  psalms,  nor  read  the  scriptures  to  gentiles/ 

External  evidence.  H.  Having  made  these  extracts,  it  will  be  proper  to  consider  the  age 
and  authority  of  the  epistles  from  whence  they  are  taken.  When  it  was  first  reported  among 
ust  that  Mr.  Wetstein  of  Amsterdam  had  received  out  of  the  East  a  Syriac  translation  of  two 
new  epistles  of  Clement  bishop  of  Rome,  1  said,  it  was  a  mistake.  It  was  more  probable,  that 
he  had  received  a  Syriac  translation  of  the  epistle  of  Clement  to  the  Corinthians,  and  of  the 
other  epistle  often  ascribed  to  him.  And  if  that  was  the  case,  the  translation  might  be  very 
valuable,  and  of  great  use,  because  we  have  not  the  epistle  to  the  Corinthians  entire,  and  of  the 
other  epistle  a  fragment  only.  And  undoubtedly  those  two  epistles,  if  entire,  though  in  a 
translation  only,  would  have  been  an  acceptable  present  to  the  learned  world.  But  I  was  mis- 
taken in  my  conjecture.    The  report  first  made  has  been  confirmed  hj  the  event.    The  two 

*  Dixit  enim :  Seniores  vestros  honointe ;   et  quando  vide-  '  — —  sed  liraos  memoret  verbi  dicentis  de  muliere  ii.  10. 

its  conversationes  eortun^  et  mores  eonun»  imitamint  eorom  '  Sicut  dtdicicDUft  dt  Lege,  et  Prophetit,  et  Donuno  Jestt 

fidem.    Ep.  i.  c.7.                         ^  ChriBto.  L  12. 

^  Qui  autem  vere  sant  virgines  propter  Deum^  audiunt  *  Inquiramus  et  scrutemur  a  Lege  ad  Noram  Tettamea* 

eum  qui  dixit.     £p.  1.  c.  2.  tarn.  ii.  7. 

«  Dominus  enim  vii^oitatem  talem  stultam  rocat^  sicat  ait  *  Aiti  autem  drcumeontei  per  domos  virginum  fiatrom  et 

inEvangeliQ.  Ep.  i.  c.3.  tororum,  prsetexta  visitandl ,  eos,  aut  legendi  Scriptural^  aat 

*^  Propterea  recte  dicit  generationi  tali.  Ep.  1.8.  exorcizandi  cm,  aut  docendi  eos^  quia  sunt  otiosi.  i.  lO. 

«  Et  dictum  est  de  talibus  servis.  i.  Q.  «  Si  autem  conttngat,  ut  ous  recipiamus  in  locum>  ubi  vir 

'  Sicut  scriptum  est.  i.  10.   ^  non  est,  sed  omnes  sunt  mulieres  et  virgines,  cogantaue  not  • 

.    t  Et  non  audiunt  dieentem.  i.  1 1«  pemoctare  in  iUo  loco ;  vocamus  omnes  Ulosin  unam  locuqi, 

^  Ei  iterum  dicit.  i.  11.  ad  latus  dextrum        et  quando  congregatse  veniunt  omnes, 

>  Nonue  legisti  de  Amnone  et  Tbamare,  libertis  Davijdis  ?  et  vtdemus,  quomodo  in  pace  sunt,  loquimur  cum  iUis  verba 

i<*  c.  U .  castitatb  in  timore  Dei,  et  legimus  illis  Scripturas  in  yerecui^- 

^  Nonne  legisti  de  iamili&  Salomonid,  &c.  it.  12.  dil,  Src.  ii.  4. 

1  Non  enim  recordati  sunt  dicti  iUius,  kc.  ii.  18*  3r  Si  autem  redpiamus  nos  in  locum,  et  inveoiamus  ibt  unl* 

^  B  Ecce  reperimus  quod  scriptufi^  est  de  Mose  et  Aarone.  cam  mulierem  fidelem  solam,  nee  xjuisquam  alius  ibi  sit,  nisi 

H.  14  •     ^  ilia  sola,  non  stamus  ibi,  iieque  oramus  ibi.  Deque  lej^us  ibi 

"  Sic  enim  scripturae  sacrae  testantur  ad  verbom.  ii.  14. .  Scripturas,  sed  fugimus,  sicut  coram  ftde  serpentis,  et  tam^ 

^  Sicut  dixit  apostolus,  i.  12.  quam  coram  laqueo  peccati.  ii.  5. 

^  duos  afenatur  apostolus  divinus.1.  10.  *  Ptopterea  oon  psallimus  gentibas,  oequc  legiiiMi   ilHi 

^  _  aut  cum  viduis^  quas  fbgit  divinua  qtoatolus.  ii.  14.  icripturas.  ii.  7. 
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epistles  received  by  Mr.  Wetstein,  and  published  by  him,  have  been  hitherto  *  unknown.  It 
must  therefore  be  very  fit  that  we  examine  their  title  to  this  high  original,  before  we  receive 
them  as  genuine.     In  the  first  place  I  will  consider  the  external,  then  the  internal  evidence. 

In  examining  these  epistles  by  external  evidence  we  are  led  to  recollect  what  ancient  writers 
have  said  of  Clement  and  his  works. 

1.  Says  Irenasus,  bishop  of  Lyons  in  Gaul,  who  flourished  about  the  year  178»  in  his  books 
"gainst  heresies :  '  When  ^  the  blessed  apostles  Peter  and  Paul  had  founded  and  established  the 

*  church,  (at  Rome)  they  delivered  the  office  of  the  bishopric  in  it  to  Linus— to  him  succeeded 

*  Anencletus,     Next  to  whom  in  the  third  place  after  the  apostles,  Clement  obtained  the 

*  bishopric,  who  had  seen  the  blessed  apostles,  and  conversed  with  them  In  the  time  there- 
^  fore  of  this  Clement,  when  there  was  no  small  dissention  among  the  brethren  at  Corinth,  the 
«  Church  of  Rome  sent  a  most  excellent  letter  to  the  Corinthians,  exhorting  them  to  peace 
«  among  themselves,  and  reminding  them  of  the  doctrine  lately  received  from  the  apostles,  which 
«  declares,  that  there  is  one  God  Almighty,  maker  of  the  heavens  and  the  eaith,  who  brought  in 
<  the  flood,  and  called  Abraham:  who  brought  the  people  out  of  Egypt,  who  spake  with  Moses^ 

*  who  ordained  the  law,  and  sent  the  prophets.* 

This  is  the  only  writing  of  Clement,  which  is  taken  notice  of  by  Irenaeus.  If  he  had 
known  of  any  other,  why  should  he  not  have  quoted  it,  the  more  effectually  to  confute  and 
silence  the  unreasonable  men  against  whom  he  was  arguing  ? 

2.  Dionysius,  bishop  of  Corinth,  flourished  about  the  year  I70.  Eusebius  mentions  an 
epistle  of  his  to  Soter,  then  bishop  of  Rome,  «  In  ^  which  letter,  says  the  ecclesiastical  historian, 
'  he  makes  mention  also  of  the  epistle  of  Clement  to  the  Corinthians,  testifying  that  it  had  been 

*  wont  to  be  read  in  the  church  from  ancient  time,  saying.  To  day  we  Ijave  kept  the  Lord's  day, 

*  in  which  we  read  your  epistle.     Which  we  shall  also  read  frequently  for  our  instruction,  as  * 

*  well  as  the  former,  written  to  us  by  Clement.' 

This,  as  it  seems  to  me,  affords  an  irrefragable  argument,  that  there  was  but  one  epistle  of 
the  Church  of  Rome,  written  by  Clement  to  the  Corinthians. 

3.  We  are  also  assured  by  Eusebius,  that  Hegesippus,  who  flourished  about  the  year  I7S, 
made  *  mention  of  the  epistle  of  Clement  to  the  Corinthians. 

4.  Clement  of  Rome  is  severed  times  quoted  by  his  namesake  of  Alexandria,  about  the  yeaF 
194.     But  he  quotes  only  the  epistle  of '  Clement,  or  »  of  the  Romans,  to  the  Corinthians. 

5.  Origen,  about  280,  has  some  passages  out  of  Clement's  epistle  to  the  Corinthians  in  '  hiB 
books  of  Principles,  and  in  *  his  Commentary  upon  St.  John's  Gospel.  He  elsewhere  ^  quotes  a 
work  called  Circuits,  ascribed  to  Clement. 

C.  We  come  now  to  Eusebius  of  Caasarea,  about  the  year  315,  who  having  mentioned  the 
order  of  the  succession  of  the  flrst  bishops  of  Rome  to  Clement,  whom  he  reckons  the  third 
after  the  apostles,  adds  :  •  Of  *  this  Clement  there  is  one  epistle  acknowledged  by  all,  a  great 

*  and  admirable  epistle,  which  as  from  the  church  of  Rome,  he  wrote  to  the  church  of  the 
'  Corinthians,  upon  occasion  of  a  dissension,  which  there  was  then  at  Corinth*    And  we  know, 

*  that  this  epistle  has  been  formerly,  and  is  still  publicly  read  in  many  churches.* 

In  another  place  "*  he  speaks  of  *  the  epistle  of  Clement  acknowledged  by  all,  which  he  wrote 
^  to  the  Corinthians,  in  the  narte  of  the  church  of  Rome.^    Afterwards,  in  the  same  chapter  i 

*  It  ought  to  be  observed,  that  there  is  another  epistle  said  to  be  Clement's.   But  this  is  not  so 

*  generally  received  as  the  former.  Nor  do  we  know  the  ancients  to  have  quoted  it.  There 
«  have  been  published  also  not  long  since  other  large  and  prolix  writings  in  his  name,  containing 

■  Pnecipuum vcro,  ut  tandem  ad  rem  Tpsam  reniam,  manu-  '  Aortxa  i  KAr^jxij;  ey  fri  wpo^  KopivBlifs  «*iroAij  xara,  X«fiy 

•cripti  hujut  ornameotum  sunt  do*  Clementis  Romani  Epis*  fijw.  Str.  1.  i.  p.  289.  A.  Paris.  I629.  Vid^et  Str.  4.  p.  516. 

iolx,  hactenos  non  inedits  loliiro,  verum  nostri  temporit  A.  Str.  6.  p.  647 »  A.  fi.               ^ 

cruditit  plane  incognitas  Wctat.  Proleg.  p.  v.  «  AXAa  xoy  1^  vpos  Ko/wySia;  Pa;pflM»y  ct'itoXi;.  Str.  1.  5. 

^  Iren.  contr.  Haer.  I.  3.  c.  3.  p.  176.  ed.  Mastoet.    £t  p.  586.  B. 

Conf.  Euieb.  H.  E.  I.  3.  c.  15.  et  10.  ct  1.  5.  c.  6.  *  Dc  Princip.  1.  2.  p.  82.  et  83.  Edit.  Bened.  T.  1. 

«  Emcb.  H.  E.  1.  4.  c.  3.  p.  145.  B.  C,  »  Comm-  iin  Jo.  c.  i.  v.  29*  T.  2.  p.  143.    Huet. 

*  — — <u^  nau  rwv  weoTwor  'ituy  ha  KAiiogy?^  Ypxftio'ay.  ^  Philoc  cap.  23.  p.  8J .  Cant 

Ibid.                               s    r      «-                r-         /  I  H.E.I.3.C.  15.ett6. 

«  Ax89'au  y%  r^t  maptsri  luta  nya  vnoi  rijs  KXigfavTO*  vp^  ■»  L.  3«  c.  3.  p.  1 10. 
Kopiyhaf  mroXi^^  avrtp  npi^^ya.  H.  B.  1.  4.  c*  22.  in.  Vid. 
et  1. 3.  €•  16. 
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ascribed  to  dement  qf  Rome.  iS.5 

'  Dialogues  of  Peter  and  Appion,  of  which  there  is  not  the  least  mention  made  by  the  ancients. 

*  Nor  have  they  the  pure  apostolical  doctrine/ 

So  writes  Eusebius,  who  had  so  good  opportunities  for  acquainting  himself  with  the  writings 
of  Christians  before  his  time :  and,  so  far  as  we  are  able  to  judge,  diligently  improved  those 
opportunities. 

7.  Cyril  of  Jerusalem,  about  the  year  348,  quotes,*  or  refers  to  a  passage  of  Clement,  which 
is  in  his  epistle  to  the  Corinthians. 

8.  Jerom  in  his  Catalogue,  written  in  39S>  in  the  article  of  Clement  of  Rome  expresseth 
himself  in  this  manner :  «  He  *•  wrote  in  the  name  of  the  church  of  Rome  to  the  church  of 

*  Corinth  a  very  useful  epistle,  which  also  is  publicly  read  in  some  places There  is  likewise  u 

*  second  epistle,  which  goes  under  his  name,  but  it  is  rejected  by  the  ancients.     And  a  prolix 
'  disputation  of  Peter  and  Appion,  which  is  censured  by  Eusebius  in  the  third  book  of  his  Eccle- 

<  siastical  Histonr/ 

Upon  this  chapter  we  are  led  to  make  some  remarks.  1.  There  was  but  one  epistle  of 
Clement  universally  acknowledged :  which  also  was  publicly  read  in  some  churches.  2.  There 
was  another  epistle  received  as  Clement's  by  some  in  Jeromes  time.  But  he  says,  it  was  re- 
jected  by  the  ancients,  that  is,  was  not  quoted  by  tliem  as  Clement's.  3.  Jerom  does  not 
expressly  say,  that  this  second  epistle  was  supposed  by  any  to  have  been  written  to  the  Corin- 
thians.  But,  possibly,  some  of  those  who  received  it,  reckoned  it  to  have  been  sent  to  the  same 
church,  to  which  the  former  epistle  was  sent.  4.  Jerom  was  quite  ignorant  of  any  other  epistles 
ascribed  to  Clement.  Having  mentioned  those  two  epistles,  he  proceeds  to  the  long  disputation^ 
which  Eusebius  had  censured:  and  doubtless  ought  to  be  understood  to  confirm  that  censure 
with  his  own  approbation. 

Clement  is  mentioned  in  some  other  works  of  Jerom:  particularly  in  ""  his  Commentary  upon 
the  prophecy  of  Isaiah :  where  he  expressly  quotes  the  epistle  of  Clement  bishop  of  Rome  to 
the  Corinthians.  And  much  after  the  same  manner  twice  ^  in  his  Commentary  upon  the  epistle 
to  the  Ephesians.  Clement  is  also  mentioned  by  Jerom  in  the  fifth  chapter  of  the  book  of  lUus- 
trious  Men,  where  is  the  article  of  St.  Paul,  in  speaking  of  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews.  He  is 
also  mentioned  •  elsewhere. 

There  is  yet  one  passage  more  of  Jerom,  of  which  particular  notice  must  be  taken.  It  is  ia^ 
kis  first  booK  against  Jovinian:  who,  as  Jerom  assures  us,  beside  other  things,  said,   'that/ 

*  virgins  have  no  more  merit  than  widows  and  married  women,  unless  Itheir  works  distin^ish 

*  them  in  other  respects :  and  likewise,  that  there  is  no  difierence  of  merit  between  abstaining 

*  from  some  meats  and  using  them  with  thanksgiving.'  Our  author  having  quoted  Matt.  xix.  12, 
says,  *  To  '  such  [eunuchs]  Clement  also  successor  of  the  apostle  Peter,  of  whom  the  apostle 

<  raui  makes  mention,  Philip,  iv.  3,  writes  epistles,  and  almost  throughout  discourseth  of  the 

*  purity  of  virginity.     And  in  like  manner,  [or  and  afterwards]  many  apostolical  men,  and 
^  martyrs,  and  others,  illustrious  for  their  piety  and  eloquence,  as  may  be  easily  seen  in  their  own 

*  writings.' 

Mr.  Wetstein,  whose  ^  words  I  transcribe  below,  says  that  here  Jerom  refers  to  the  two 

*  Catech.  IS.  n.  viii.  p.  ^88.  edit.  Bened.  lots  sunt,  si  non  discrepent  cscteris  operibus,  ejusdem  esse 
**  Ciemerfl,  de  quo  Apostolus  ad  Philippenses,— — scripsit     merit!         I'ertiuro  proponit,  inter  abstinentiam  ciborum,  et 

ex  person^  Ronianse  ecclesiae  ad  ecclesiam  Corinthiorum  valde  cum  gratiarum  actioiie  perceptionem  eorum,  nullara  esse  dit- 

utilera  epistolam,  quae  et  in  nonnullis  locis  publice  legitur—  tantiam.  Adv.  Jovin.  I.  2.  T.  IV.  p.  146. 
Fertur  et  secunda  ejus  nomine  epistola,  quae  a  veteribus  repro-  ^  Ad  hos  [eunuchos]  et  Ctemens,  successor  Apostoli  Petri^ 

batur.    £t  disputatio  Petri  et  Appionis  longo  sermone  con-  cujus  Paulus  Apostolus  meminit,  scribit  epistolas^  omnemque 

•cripta,  quam  ^usebius  in  tertio  Historue  £cclesiasticfle  volu-  pane  sermonem  suum   de  virginitatis   puritate  contexuit : 

mine  CQarguit.^^e  V.  t.  cap.  15.  et  dcinceps  multi  Apostolici,  et  Martyres,  et  illustres  tam 

^  De  quo,  et  Clemens,  vir  apostolicus,  qui  post  Petrum  sanctitate  quam  eloquentii  vin>  quo*  ex  propriis  scriptis  nossQ 

Romanam  rexU  ecclesiam,  mittit  ad  Corinthios.  In  Is.  cap.  52.  perfacile  est.  Id.  ibid.  p.  156.  m. 

T.  III.  p.  382.  •»  quarum  yvTjcionjTa  et  utifitatem  nunc  !ndicare  atque 

^  De  quibus  et  Clemens  in  epistol^  su4  scribit.    In  ep.  ad  demonstrare  conabor.  Proferam  priroo  duo  externa  testimonia 

Eipb.  cap.  ii.  V.  2.  T.  IV.  P.  I.  p.  338.  Hieronymi  atque  Epiphanii,  quorum  ille  c.  Joviniaiuim  1.  1. 

Cujus  rei  et  Clemens  ad  Corinthios  testis  est.    In  Eph.  '  Hi/  lnquit>  '  sunt  eunucbi,  quos  castravit  non  nccessitas* 

ci^>.  ir.  V.  J .  lb,  p.  359.  scd  voluntas  propter  regnum  coelorum. — Ad  hoset  Clemens, 

*  £t  si  Clemens,  aut  ille  Apostolorum  discipulus,  aut  ille  successor  Apostoli  Petri,  cujus  Paulus  Apostolus  meminit/ 
Alexandrinae  ecclesiae,  et  ipsius  magistei"  Origenis,  tale  aliquid  Philip,  iv.  S,  ^  scribit  epistolas,  omnemque  pene  sermonem 
dixerunt.  Adv.  Rufin.  1.  2.  p.  406.  T.  IV.  P.  2.  suum  de  vlr^nitaiis  puritate  contexuit :  et  deinceps  multi 

'  DicLt,  vir^ines,  viduas^  et  maritatas^  quar  semel  in  Cbristo     apostolici  et  martjr^  et  illustres  tam  sanctitate  quam  eloqueu-- 
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q)i8tles  piiblished  by  him.  But  1.  Jerom  must  be  understood  to  mean  the  two  well  khowil 
epistles  of  Clement,  of  which  he  had  spoken  in  his  Catalogue :  which  are  plainly  the  same,  and 
no  other  than  those  spoken  of  by  Eusebius  of  Caesarea  in  his  Ecclesiastical  History,  to  which  he 
refers,  and  indeed  transcribes.  It  is  the  more  reasonable,  and  even  expedient,  so  to  understand 
him,  because  the  books  against  Jovinian  were  written  about  the  same  time  with  the  catalogue : 
from  which  it  appears,  that  he  had  then  no  knowledge  of  any  other  epistles  of  Clement.  If  he  had, 
he  would  not  have  omitted  there  to  take  notice  of  them.  And  in  his  other  works,  as  we  have 
seen,  he  quotes  no  epistle  of  Clement,  but  his  well  known  and  universally  received  epistle  to  the 
Corinthians.  Here  he  speaks  of  two,  it  having  been  then  not  uncommon  to  ascribe  to  Clement 
another  epistle,  beside  that  which  was  universally  received  hy  the  ancients,  as  we  saw  him  ac- 
knowledge  in  the  Catalogue.  2.  Jerom  here  speaks  hyperbolically,  a  style  very  frequent  with 
him,  as  all  know,  and  especially  in  his  books  against  Jovinian :  where  he  so  exalted  virginity; 
and  depreciated  marria^^  as  to  eive  general  offence,  though  at  that  time  virginity  was  in  great 
estfeem.  In  those  epistles,  says  Jerom,  ^  Clement  discourseth  almost  throughout  of  the  purity 
of  virginity.'  The  meaning  of  which  really  is  no  more,  than  that  there  are  in  his  episUes  some 
things  favourable  to  virginity.  Jerom  may  tie  supposed  to  refer  to  some  things  in  ch.  21, 29,  SO,  35 ^ 
88,  48,  and  58,  of  the  epistle  to  the  Corinthians :  particularly  to  such  places  as  these,  where 

Clement  says :  *  Let  *  our  [or  your]  children  partake  of  the  discipline  of  Christ ^Let  them 

<  know  how  much  a  chasteaove  avails  with  God,  how  great  and  excellent  his  fear  is,  saving  all 

*  who  serve  him  in  holiness  with  a  pure  mind.    We  **  being  the  portion  of  the  holy  one,  let  us  do 

*  all  things  that  pertain  unto  holiness,  shunning  impure  and  unchaste  embraces.'  Among  the 
blessed  and  wonderful  gifts  of  God  Clement  reckons  *  •  continence,  [or  chastity]  in  holiness.' 
Again:  *  Let  ^therefore  our  whole  body  be  saved  in  Jesus  Christ.'.  Afterwards,  in  the  same 
chapter:  <  Let* not  him  that  is  chaste  [or  pure]  in  the  flesh,  grow  proud,  knowing  that  it  is 

*  from  another  he  received  the  gift  of  continence.'  And  near  the  end  he  prays,  «  That  ^  God 
^  may  ffive  them  patience,  long-suffering,  continence,  chastity,  and  sobriety.'  To  these  and 
other  things  in  the  epistles  to  the  Corinthians  Jerom  '  may  be  supposed  to  refer.  And  he  may 
intend  a  large  part  of  tliat  which  is  called  Clement's  second  epistle :  in  wliich  are  recommended 
chastity,  self-denial,  and  mortification  to  the  delights  of  this  world.  Jerom  might  have  a  regard 
to  that  epistle  from  chap.  4,  to  chap.  12,  that  is,  the  end,  so  far  as  we  have  it  Where  are  such 
expressions  as  these :  •*  keeping  ^  the  flesh  chaste.'  *  We  *  ought  therefore  to  keep  our  flesh  as 
^  the  temple  of  God.'  «  Serving  ^  God  with  a  pure  heart.'  And  the  like.  That  such  expressions 
as  these  maybe  the  foundation  of  what  he  says  is  manifest  from  what  immediately  precedes 
the  passage  ^hich  we  are  considering.  <  It  ^  is,'  says  he,  <  an  act  of  eminent  faith,  and  eminent 
^  virtue,  to  be  a  holy  temple  of  God,  to  «•  offer  ourselves  a  whole  burnt-offering  to  the 

*  Lord,*'  Rom.  vii.  1.  And,  according  to  the  same  apostle,  to  be  "  holy  both  in  body  and  spirit," 

*  1  Cor.  xii.  34.     These  are  eunuchs,  who  in  Isaiah  call  themselves  a  dry  tree ^To  these 

*  eunuchs  Clement,  writes.'— —The  hyperbolical  style  appears  likewise  in  what  follows :  *  In  like 

*  manner  many  apostolical  men,  and  martyrs,  and  others  illustrious  for  their  piety  and  eloquence, 
^  as  may  be  easily  seen  in  their  own  writings.'  It  is  true,  that  many,  beside  Clement,  have  dis- 
coursed of  chastity,  and  of  purity  in  soul  and  body.  But  who  are  they,  of  whom  it  can  be  said, 
without  an  h}'perbole,  that  they  had  written  books,  discoursing  almost  throughout  of  the  purity 

til  fin,  qaos  ex  propriis  script  is  n6sse  perfacile  est.'    Hie  vero  '  — jxaxpo^ufuav,  syxpa/reiay,  dyytiav,  xai  <ra;f  ^crunjy, 

Haer.  XXX.  Ebionitarumn.  15.  Auro^KXryjXT;;— Haeoiamen  cap.  58. 

testimonia  de  nostris  epistolis,  quae  nemo  non  videt  esse  cla-  «  Et  posteriora  quidem  loca  de  continentil  virginali  apcrte 

rissima>  et  a  Petavio  et  Martianaeo>  Epiphanii  et  Hieronjmi  loqaontur,  priora  vcro  licet  castitatem  in  genere,  ipsamque 

editoribus,  et  ab  onanibus,  qaotquot  ilia  epistolis  Clementis  conjugalem,  concernant,  ab  Hieronyroo  taoaen  in  disputa- 

m^l  Corinthios  praefixa  legerant,  et  a  scriptoribus  ecclesiasticae  tionis  fervore  alioreum  trahi  potuerunt.   Grabe  Spic.  T*  I. 

historiae,  qui  de  Clemente  egerunt,  neglecta>  id  est,  non  in-  p.  263. 

tellecta,  aut  perperam  de  duabus  istis  ad  Corinthios  epistolis,  '  — xoi  i^v  o'apxA  aynjif  tuipyjcavlsf.   Ep.  2.  cap.  8. 

in  quibus  tamen  nee  Sampsonis,  nee  prolixus  de  viiginitate  *  Afi  by  ijjuwtf,  oig  vaoy  has,  ^vXaccsiv  t^v  caffKX,  cap.  Q. 

sermo  reperitur,  intellecta  fuere.  Wetst  Prolegom.  p.  v.  ^  'H/«i^  «y  iy  Kuiap^xap^^a  hkiva-wpi^v  rw  iecv,  lb.  c.  xi. 

•  '     r<  ayamj  dyyrj  xsa^a,  ry  ^iitt  ^yya7a*— x.  A.  Ep.  *  Gnmdis  fidei  est,  grandisque  virtutis,  Dei  templum  esse 
ad  Corinth,  cap  21.                            '  parisBimum,  totum  se  holocaustiun  ofTerre  Domino,  et  juxta 

^  Ibid.  cap.  30.  eomdem  Apostolum,  esse  sanctum  et  corpore  et  spiritu.     Hi 

^         lyKcxmoL  sy  dyixcy^w,  c.  35.  sunt  euntichi,  qui  se  lignum  aridtun  ob  sterilitatem  putantes^ 

**  Zo/^fcrda;  ro  ri^t.wy  bxov  (ru)fML  ey  lipir<}f  1^0'tf.  c.  38.  audittut  per  Issoam,  &c. 

•  'O  dyvos  cv  rij  a-xfnu  /mi)  aXa^ovtvio-^u/,  Ytyooaxuiy,  M 
it£p^$  sfiy  i  iwi'xopyf^wy  avtuf  njv  eY^pattkay,  Ibid. 
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of  virginity  ?  Arid  where  are  their  writings  to  be  found  ?  Dr.  Cave  *  understood  Jerom  exactFy 
after  this  manner.     As  did  *  Grabe  likewise  :  whose  remarks  upon  this  passage  of  Jerom  are  s6 
clear  and  full,  and,  as  seems  to  me,  satisfaf:tory,  that  I  think  it  great  pity  Mr.  Wetstein  did  not 
ob^rve  and  well  consider  them.     If  he  hail  so  done,  it  tnight  have  prevented  tht)se  scornful  re- 
flections upon  Dr.  Cave,  and  Bishop  Beveridge,  and  the  two  learned  editors  of  Epiph^nius  and 
Jerom,  which  are  at  p.  v.  of  the  Prolegomena.     Godfrey  Wendelin,  as  cited  by  Mr.  Wetstein, 
Prolegom.  p.  vi.  supposed  that  Jerom  had  an  eye  to  the  latter  part  of  the  second  epistle,  which 
iA  how  wanting.     And  to  the  like  purpose  Cotelerius  '  in  his  note  at  the  end  of  that  fragment. 
And  indeed  it  has  seemed  to  me  not  improbable,  that  Jerom  reckoned  he  had  an  advantage  to 
his  cause  from  the  second  epistle  ascribed  to  Clement.     And  therefore  here  writing  against 
Jovinian,  when  his  mind  was  heated  with  his  argument,  he  speaks  of  two  epistles  of  Clement : 
though  in  his  catalo^e,  where  he  writes  as  a  critic  and  an  historian,  he  speaks  as  if  he  thought 
wie  only  to  be  genuine:  nor  has  he  quoted  any  other  in  his  Commentaries.  Nevertheless  I  am  of 
opinion,  that  we  have  enough  remaining  of  these  two  epistles,  and  particularly  of  that  last  men- 
tioned, to  justify  our  interpretation  of  Jerom:  especially  with  that  qualifying  expression  almost  r 
which  no  man  can  think  to  be  a  mere  expletive.  •  3.  I  observe  farther.     If  Jerom  had  intended 
tlie  two  epistles  published  by  Mr.  Wetstein,  he  would  have  said:  To  these  eunuchs  Clement 
wrote  two  whole  epistles  in  praise  of  \arginity,  and  teaching  how  it  may  be  kept  pure  and  incor- 
rupt.    And  the  remaining  part  of  the  sentence,  relating  to  other  apostolical  men,  and  other 
eminent  writers,  would  likewise  have  been  different.    4.  If  Jerom  had  had  these  two  epistles 
before  him,  and  had  supposed  them  to  be  written  by  Clement  of  Rome,  he  would  not  have 
failed  to  make  great  Use  of  them  in  his  books  against  Jovinian,  and  in  his  apology  for  them.. 
Moreover  they  would  also  have  been  often  quoted  m  his  other  writings,  where  he  recommends 
virginity,  and  gives  directions  about  preserving  it. 

9.  Epiphanius,  who  flourished  about  A.  D.  368,  and  afterwards,  in  his  article  of  the  heresy 
of  the  Carpocratians,  speaking  of  the  first  bishops  of  Rome,  quotes  Clement  thu» :     *  For  *  he 

•  says  in  one  of  his  epistles.*  The  passage  there  quoted,  is  in  the  54th  chapter  of  the  epistle  to 
the  Corinthians,  which  we  have.  Hereby  we  perceive  that  Epiphanius  acknowledged  more  than 
one  epistle  of  Qement.  And  we  have  learned  from  Jerom,  that  about  that  time  it  was  not  un- 
common tojspeak  of  two  epistles,  as  written  by  Clement. 

In  another  place,  the  heresy  of  the  Ebionites,  says  Epiphanius :  *  There  are  other  books^ 

•  used  by  them,  as  the  Circuits  of  Peter,  written  by  Clement :  [probably  meaning  the  recog- 
<  nitions]  in  which  they  have  made  many  interpolations.  But  *  Clement  himself  confutes  them 
«  in  the  circular  letters  written  by  him,  which  are  read  in  the  holy  churches— —He  teachesr 

•  virginity,  which  they  reject.     He  commends  £^as,  and  David,    and  Samson,  and  all  the 

•  prophets,  whom  they  abuse.' 

Mr.  Wetstein  ^  thinks,  that  Epiphanius  here  intends  the  epistles  published  by  him.  But  ta 
me  it  appears  plain,  that  Epiphanms  intends  the  two  epistles  spoken  of  by  Eusebius,  in  his 
Scclesiastical  Histo^,  and  by  Jerom  in  his  Catalogue,  and  which  we  have  had  published  now 
above  a  century  by  Patrick  Young,  from  whence  several  other  editions  have  been  since  made*. 
For  the  epistles  here  spoken  of  by  Epiphanius  were  circular,  and  read  in  the  churches..  So  were^ 
ours.  Indeed  Eusebius  and  Jerom  speak  of  but  one  only  publicly  read  in  christian  assemblies. 
But  the  other  might  be  so  read  likewise.     There  is  reason  to  think,  that  both  were  read  in  som^ 

•  Caeteram  haod  satU  constat,  quid  sibi  velit  Hieronymusi  hyperbolic«  locutiones  in  ipsius  scriptis,  inque  ipso  illo  contrat 

cum  dc  epistolis  aClemente  ad  Corintbios  scriptis  verba  faciens,  Jovinianum,  baud  Infrcquentes  occurrunt.  Spic.  T.  i%  p;  %64. 
'  omnem  pene  sennonem  snoin  de  virginitatis  puritate  Cle-         «  Verisimile  sit  ex  Epipbanio  H.  30.  cap,  13.  et  Hiero* 

meDtem  contexaisse/  scribat.     Neqne  enim  alias  ab  bisce  nymo  i.  adversus  Jovinianum  7.    Apostolicum  nostrnm  in  iit^ 

quae  nunc  extant  eoistolas  ad  Corintbios  dedisse  Clementera  quae  desiderantur  istius  epistolae,  de  virginitate  disaeruisie  noQ. 

credi  potest,  nee  in  bis  ntramque  faciunt  paginam  virginitatis  paocis.  Cot.  ap.  Patr.  Ap.  p.  188. 

laudes.     Id  potius  dicendum  videtur>  Hieronymum  nimio         «*  Atyn  ysLp  sy  [Ma  rwy  sxffiroXcoy  avfa.  x.  A.   H.  27.  n.  6. 

virginitatis    studio    abreptum,    hyperbolidi    dictione    usum  p.  107.  ' 

esse^  cumque  Clemens  pauculas  periodos  animi  corporisque         «  — wV  ccvrof  KAijftTj^  avri^  xara  varra  sXtyxih  af* 

puritati  docendae  impendat,  totum  sermoneni  virginitatis  en-  wv  sypa'^fey  friroXwy  tyxvxXKoy  rwy  %v  roug  dyidtg  ixxXtjCteuf. 

coroio  dicatum  esse  voluisse.  B.  L.  T.  i.  p.  20.  De  Clemente.  ayayivwcKOfnywy        Avros  yo-f  wap$iyiay  iidamui,  xai  aurw 

*»^  Hieronymus  vero  acriter  disputans  contra  errorcra  Jo-  a  ^fi%ovra*.    Avros  yag  tyxwfuia^Bt  UXiay  xoi  AaCrf  xai. 

viniani,  eamdem  conjugii  ac  virginitatis  dignitatem  coram  Deo  Xa/xtjwv,  xoi  waylay  rB$  vrpo^cts,  is  iroi  ^hXvloyloL    H. 

sUtoeotis^  bypcrbolice  ait,  *  Clementem  omnem  pene  ser-  30.  n.  xv.  p.  139. 
mooem  suum  de  virginitatis  puritate  contexuisse.*    Quales         '  See  before  note  ^  p.  435. 
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438  A  Dissertation  upon  two  new  Epistles 

churches.  For  the  eighty-fifth  apostolical  canon,  as  it  is  called,  reckons  two  epistles  of  Clement 
among  the  books  of  the  New  *  Testament.  And  our  two  epistles  were  at  the  end  of  the 
Alexandrian  manuscript,  after  the  books  of  scripture  generally  received :  which  a£K>rds  an  argu- 
ment, that  both  these  epistles  were  publicly  read  in  the  place  where  it  was  written :  and  it 
should  be  taken  notice  of  by  us,  tliat  here  we  have  two  new  witnesses  to  the  number  cf 
Clement's  epistles,  as  two  only.  If  Jerom  could  say  of  our  epistles,  (as  we  have  seen  he  might) 
that  Clement  almost  throughout  discourseth  of  the  purity  of  virginity,  Epiphanius  might  say,  be 
teacheth  it.  He  also  says,  that  Clement  commends  Elias,  David,  Samson,  and  all  tlie  prc^hets, 
which  is  the  proper  character  of  Clement's  epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  though  not  the  whole  of 
it,  and  particularly  insisted  on  by  that  early  writer  Irenaeus :  in  which,  says  he,  *  Clement 

*  exhofts  the  Corinthians  to  peace  among  themselves,  and  reminds  them  of  the  doctrine  lately 

*  received  from  the  apostles :  which  declares,  that  there  is  one  God  Almighty,  maker  of  the 
^  heavens  and  the  earth,  who  called  Abraham,  who  spake  to  Moses,  and  sent  the  prophets.'  All 
which  perfectly  suits  tlie  epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  which  we  still  have  in  our  hands,  and  in  the 
name  of  Clement,  as  may  appear  to  any  upon  consulting  ch.  17>  18,  19>  20,  43,  and  other 

)laces.    Mr.  Wetstein  objects,  that  Samson  is  not  named  in  the  epistle  just  mentioned,  whereas 
le  is  in  his.     But  though  we  do  not  now  find  Samson's  name  in  what  remains  of  that  epistle, 
le  may  have  been  there.     And  as  we  have  it  not  entire,  I  think  it  would  be  presumption  to  say 
!  le  was  not  there  named. 

10.  Photius,  patriarch  of  Constantinople  in  the  ninth  century,  has  two  articles  for  Clement 
bishop  of  Rome.     In  the  first  he  says,  *  That  **  Clement  wrote  a  valuable  epistle  to  the  Corin- 

*  thians,  which  is  so  esteemed  by  many,  as  to  be  read  publicly.    But  that  which  is  called  the 

<  second  to  the  same  is  rejected  as  spiu-ious.' 

In  the  other  article  he  speaks  *  of  two  epistles  of  Clement  to  the  Corinthians,  bound  together 
in  one  book  or  volume :  and  he  distinctly  gives  the  character  of  each,  with  regard  to  their  style 
and  doctninef  but  says  nothing  particularly  about  the  genuineness  of  either. 

11.  Nieephorus  Callisti,  in  the  fourteenth  century,  so  agrees  with  Eusebius  of  Caosarea,  that 
I  need  not  take  any  particular  notice  of  him. 

ISL  Mr^  Wetstein"*  seems  to  suppose,  that  Dionysius  Barsalibi,  bishop  of  Amida  near  the 
end  of  the  twelfth  century,  of  whom  there  is  an  account  in  Dr.  Asseman's  Bibliotheca 
Orientalis,  speaks  of*  another  letter  of  Clement,  written  against  those  who  rejected  marriage. 

<  Barsalibi,'  says  ^  Asseman,  <  beside  Ephrem,  Chrysostom,  and  other  authors,  cites  an  epistle  of 

<  Clement  against  those  who  rejected  marris^e.'  Upon  which  I  observe,  I.  It  does  not  certainly 
^)pear  what  Clement  is  here  spoken  of.  2.  If  Clement  of  Rome  be  intended,  Barsalibi  must 
mean  one  of  the  two  epistles  spoken  of  by  Eusebius,  Jerom,  Epiphanius,  and  Photius,  provided 
he  deserves  any  regard;  for  there  never  were  any  other  epistles  ascribed  to  him  by  learned 
Christians  in  former  times.  And  it  may  be  reckoned  very  Idcely,  that  Barsalibi  cited  the  first 
epistle  of  Clement  to  the  Corinthians,  particularly  x;h.  1,  or  Sl«  So,  on  account  of  some  things 
in  that  epistle  Epiphanius  might  say,  that  Clement  teaches  virgiiiity,  and  Jerom^  that  almost 
throughout  he  discourseth  of  the  purity  of  virginity^  And  with  regard  to  some  other  passages 
Barsalibi  might  say,  that  he  wrote  against  those  who  rejected  marriage*  In  like  manner  a  learned 
writer  might  say,  that  St.  Paul  in  his  epistles  recommends  vir^ity;  and  another,  suitably  to  the 
argument,  of  which  he  is  treating,  may  say,  he  vindicates  marraage.  And  both  those  authors  would 
be  understood  to  mean  the  same  epistles.  Yea  they  might  both  cite,  or  refer  to  one  and  the 
same  epistle,  for  their  several  ends  and  purposes,  particularly  the  first  epistle  to  the  Corinthians* 
Kot  now  to  instance  in  any  other. 

13.  Mr.  Wetstein  says  farther,  *  That '  probably  these  two  epistles  were  suppressed,  or  laid 
^  Asid^^  because  of  the  strictness  pf  the  rules  of  piety  contained  therein.*    Which  to  me  appears 

»  JO^fjmr&f  twiroXod  ^vp.  salibxam  mum  fuiase,  supra  dixi,  auctores  hi  ab  ipso  dtantar, 

*  Auro;  xau  unrokriv  a^ioXdy^v  mpos  ^opivhtss  ypafu,  r^ns  videlicet,  Dionysius  epist.  ad  Timotbeum :  Clemens  advenut 
ivjtpa  to-oXXot;  aTo?o;^ij;  i;£*;(;9i}^ci;^  KAi  ^ij|UrO<ri^avayiya*0^c0'^a<.  eos  qui  matrimonium  rejiciunt.  Asseman.  Bib.  Or.  T.  II. 
'H  df  >^o|pt£Ki}  Stvr6px,ioffi$  OiVTBs,  £$  yo9^,  osfoioxdUM^iTOd.  p.  158. 

Cod.  113.  p.  2S9.  *  '  Tantum  vero  abest  ut  mirer,  austcram  Clemends  disd- 

*  Ayayvtvor^  fii^^^a^iov^  jiv  a!  KAr^ftcy]&'  smroXoi  itpof  plinam  in  epistolis  istis  traditam  non  placere^ut  potius  propter 
JHopirikas  $vo  aye(peprjrrp.  Cod.  126.  p.  305.  hatic  ipsam  causam  eas  et  dudum  sepositas  esse,  et  per  toc 

*  Prolegom.  p.  vii.  m.  secula  in  tenebris  latui;»se  existuoem.  lYoIeg.p.  viL  fin. 
^  Aricter  Ephmmum  vero^  Chr7806torooiii,--»-quibus  Bar- 
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a  false  and  injurious  reflection  upon  the  Christians  of  the  early  ages.    There  always  were,  espe- 
cially in  tlie  first  five  centuries,  pastors,  and  other  eminent  men,  who  approved  of,  and  were 
themselves  able  to  give  right  instructions  for  a  good  life.     Nor  can  it  be  denied,  that  they  were 
sufficiently  zealous  for  virginity.     They  have  preserved  and  handed  down  to  us  the  scriptures  of 
the  New  Testament,  than  which  no  writir%s  whatever  have  delivered  better  directions  for  the 
practice  of  strict  virtue.     And  why  should  any  man  think,  that  the  primitive  Christians  would 
designedly  suppress  any  writings  of  Clement  of  Rome,  who  was  highly  esteemed  bjr  all  catholics 
in  general,  and  by  some  others  likewise  ?  Insomuch  that  there  works  forged  in  his  name,  and 
ascribed  to  him,  which  had  not  the  apostolical  doctrine.    We  are  well  assured,  that  his  epistle  to 
the  Corinthians  was  read  in  many  churches,  and  the  other  likewise  in  some.     If  there  had  been 
any  other  epistles  of  Clement,  they  would  have  been  esteemed,  and  often  quoted,  and  not 
suppressed,  or  laid  aside  in  obscurity.     And  how  comes  Mr.  Wetstein  now  to  speak  of  his 
epistles  as  obscure,  when  before  he  supposed  them  to  be  the  same  that  had  been  quoted  by 
Jerom  in  his  bodks  against  Jovinian,  and  the  same  which  Epiphanius  said  were  read  in  the  holy 
churches  ?  Are  these  thin^  consistent  ? 

14.  Upon  the  whole  it  appears  to  me  very  clear,  that  there  never  were  more  than  two 
epistles  of  Clement  bishop  of  Rome,  received  by  Christians  in  former  times.  Those  two  I 
suppose  to  be  the  same  which  are  at  the  end  of  the  Alexandrian  manuscript,  and  now  are,  and 
for  more  than  a  century  have  been  well  known  to  the  learned.  Suppose  a  man  should  say,  that 
he  had  found  two  epistles  of  the  apostle  Paul,  or  the  apostle  Peter,  which  for  many  ages  past  have 
been  unknown,  would  he  deserve  to  be  credited  ?  It  is  almost  as  strange  and  surprising  for  any 
man  to  say  the  like  of  Clement  of  Rome,  a  man  so  highly  esteemed  in  all  antiquity,  and  so  much 
taken  notice  of  by  Irensus,  Clement  of  Alexandria,  Eusebius,  Jerom,  Photius,  and  others.  The 
epistles  therefore,  which  have  been  published  by  Mr.  Wetstein,  are  not  Clement's.  They  cannot 
be  his.  There  is  no  need  to  open  the  packet.  Thus  much,  may  be  certainly  known  without 
looking  into  it. 

III.  Internal  evidence.  However,  as  we  have  already  taken  a  view  of  these  epistles,  ancF 
have  made  some  extracts  out  of  them,  we  will  now  examine  them*  more  distinctly.  And  however 
good  and  pious  they  may  be,  it  is  likely,  there  will  still  offer  more  reasons  for  confirming  the 
persuasion  that  they  were  not  written  by  Clement. 

1.  And  in  the  nrst  place  I  observe,  that  the  quotations  of  scripture,  and  forms  of  quoting  the 
scriptures,  in  these  epistles^  are  different  from  those  in  the  universally  acknowledged  epistle  tO' 
the  Corinthians :  for  that  is  the  epistle  to  which  I  shall  have  an  eye :  it  being,  in  my  opinion,* 
the  only  genuine  writing  of  that  apostolical  man,  Clement  of  Rome*  1.  The  author  of  these* 
epistles  useth  some  phrases  and  expressions  concerning  the  scriptures  not  found  in  Clement, 
nor  in  any  of  the  apostolical  fathers,  that  I  remember.  *  As  we  have  learned  from  the  law  and 
♦  the  prophets,  and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ :  the  law  and  the  New  Testament :  the  divine  apostle.^ 
2.  In  these  epistles  many  more  *  books  of  the  New  Testament  are  quoted,  than  in /the  acknow* 
ledffed  epistle  of  Clement.  3.  This  writer^s  forms  of  quotation  of  the  Old  Testament  are 
diflferent  from  those  of  Clement.  What  are  this  writer's  forms  may  be  seen  in  the  extracts  at 
the  beginning  of  this  dissertation.   In  Clement's*  epistle  to  the  Corinthians  the  forms  of  quotation 

»  I  am  not  singular  in  that  opinion,  wh'ich  is  much  con-  post  Cleroentem  seculo  florentis— Spic.  p.  065.     Secun- 

finned,  as  any  may  perceive,  by  the  testimonies  of  ancient  dam  argumentum   contra  secnudam  Clcmenti.  adscriptam 

writers  largely  alleged  liere  in  the  article  of  external  evidence,  epistolam  suppeditat  silentiuro  omnium  antiquorum  Patrum, 

H.  Grotius  declared"  himself  to  the  like  purpose  in  the  year  apud  quos  niUlam  ejus  vel  citationem  iiivenit  Eusebius—— . 

1(534,  in  his  judgment  upon  these  epistles,  the  year  after  their  Ibid.  p.  267.     And  indeed,  it  seems  strange  to  me,  that  any 

publication  by  P.  Young.     Alteram  epistolam,  cujus  frag-  learned  ftien should  still  quote  the  second  epistle  as  Clement's, 

nientum  additum  est,  ouamqpam -dementis  ct  ipsa.in  libris  *»  What  books  of  the   New  Testament  are   quoted  or 

iionnullis  nonoen  praetulit,  non  esse  tamcn  ei  tribuendana,  alluded  to  by  Clement,  may  be  seen  in  his  epistle,  and  in  the 

tetiam  veteres  judicarunt.    Quorum  auctoritati  accedit  cfaarac-  large  extracts  made  out  of  it  in  the  first  volume  of.  this  work, 

tois  cHversitas.  H.  Gr.  ep.  347.     Grabe,  who  has  since  care-  ch.  ii.     And  at  the  conclusion  of  ch.  liL  where  are  extracts 

ftiUy  examined  the  early  writings  of  Christianity,  is  clearly  of  out  of  the  fragment  of  the  second  epistle  ascribed  to  Clcroent„ 

the  same  opinion,  induced  thereto  chiefly  by  the  letter  of  it  was  observed,  that  therein  the  gospels  are  several  times 

Dionysius  Bishop  of  Corinth,  and  tfte  silence  .of  ancient  quoted  more  expressly,  than  in  Clement's  epistle  to  the  Corin- 

wnters  before  Eusebius,  concerning  any  second  epistle  of  thians.  This  was  there  taken  notice  of  as  an  internal  character, 

Clement        pluraque  sunt,  quae  pene  demonstrare  mihi  vi-  confirming  the  supposition  that  it  had  not  the  same  author 

dtentur,  epistolam  secundam  Clementis  ad  Corinthios  sup-  with  the.  epistle  U>  the  Corinthians^  and  that  it  is  of  a  later 

potititiam  esse.    £t  primo  quidem  maxime  considerandum  date. 
ctf  testioaoniam  Dionysii».  Episcopi  CorinthicMiim^  proximo 
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are  such  s^s  ihese.     *  The  '  ministers  of  the  grace  of  God  have  spoken  of  repentance  by  the 

•  Hol^  Spirit.  Ajad  himself  the  Lord  of  all  has  spoken  of  repentance  with  an  oath.*  See  Ezek. 
axxiii.  *  And  let  ^  us  do  that  which  is  written.  For  the  Holy  Spirit  says,'  And  in  the 
same  chapter  or  section.     *  For  ""  the  holy  word  says/     And  in  another  chapter.     *  For  ^  him- 

*  self  bespeaketl^  us  by  the  Holy  Spirit.*     *  Look  •  iwto  the  holy  scriptures,  which  are  the  true 

•  sayings  of  the  Holy  Spirit/  Which  forms  of  citation  do  not  occur  in  the  epistles  published  by 
Mr.  Wetstein.  I  omit  those  common  forms,  in  the  same  epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  *  It  is  ^  writ- 
^  ten,  and '  the  scripture  says,  and  the  like.*  4.  Clement's  quotations  of  texts  of  scripture, 
especially  of  the  Old  Testament,  which  are  lar^e  and  numerous,  are  neat  and  distinct.  But  the 
writer  ot  diese  two  epistles  jumbles  texts  and  books  together,  and  quotes  in  a  very  confuted 
manner.  How  Clement  quotes  may  be  seen  by  any,  who  look  into  his  epistle.  Havmg  quoted 
a  passage  of  scripture,  when  he  proceeds  to  take  another  passage  out  of  another  book,  or  out  of 
the  same  book,  he  usually  says :  <  And  ^  in  another  place,*  or  the  like.  I  do  not  deny,  that  ^  the 
writer  of  these  epistles  does  also  sometimes  make  use  of  like  forms  of  transition.  But  oftentimes 
his  quotations  are  exceedingly  jumbled  and  confused.     For  instance,  *  Therefore  "^  he  rightly 

<  said  to  such  a  generation:  <<  my  spirit  shall  not  always  dwell  with  man,  because  they  are  flesh* 
^  Every  one  therefore  in  whom  is  not  the  spirit  of  Christ,  he  is  not  his.*'    As  it  is  written : 

*  "  The  spirit  of  the  Lord  departed  from  Saul,  and  an  evil  spirit  from  the  Lord  troubled  him."  * 
See  Gen.  vi.  3.  Rom.  viii.  9-  1  Sam.  xvi.  14. 

2.  Mr.  Wetstein  as  an  instance  of  agreement  between  the  epistle  of  Clement,  and  the  epistles 
published  by  him,  says,  that  there  is  a  doxology  ^  in  the  middle  of  one  of  them.     I  suppose, 

that  Mr.  W*^ may  refer  to  the  sixth  chapter  of  his  second  epistle,  at  the  end  of  which  there 

is  an  Amen.  But  I  see  not  there,  npr  any  ^here  else  in  these  epistles,  neither  in  the  middle, 
nor  at  the  eiulings  of  them,  one  doxology.  Which  therefore  leads  me  to  observe  another  dif- 
ference between  these  epistles,  and  the  generally  received  epistle  of  Clement  to  the  Corinthians. 
For  in  that  epistle,  as  has  been  often  observed  by  learned  men,  there  are  at  least,  seven  or  e^ht 
doxologies. 

3.  The  time  of  these  epistles.  There  are  several  things  in  these  epistles,  which  will 
directly  lead  us  to  the  time  and  occasion  of  writing  them,  and  assure  us  of  their  late  age.  . 

A  passage  above  cited  shows,  that  when  these  epistles  were  written,  Gentiliam  was  not 
extinct  in  the  Roman  empire.  For  I  allow,  that  they  were  not  first  written  in  Syriac^  but  in 
Oreek,  as  Mr.  Wetstein  well  argues.  When  therefore  this  author  said,  as  above;  '  we  do  not 
■*  read  the  scriptures  to  Gentiles :'  I  reckon  it  a  proof,  that  Gentilism  still  subsisted  in  the  coun- 
try  where  he  lived.  Which  indeed  I  imagine  to  have  been  somewhere  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  Roman  empire. 

Farther,  these  epistles  were  not  written  until  after  some  ecclesiastics  had  begun  to  have  with 
them  what  were  called  subintroduced  women :  nor  till  after  it  had  been  taken  notice  of  and 
censured.  Upon  this  subject  the  late  learned  Mr.  Henry  Dodwell  "^  has  a  curious  dissertation. 
Bingham  *"  likewise  may  be  consulted.  And  some  notice  has  been  already  taken  of  it  in  this 
work,  *  particularly  in  the  history  of  Paul  of  Samosata. 

There  were  some  unmarried  clergymen,  who,  for  the  sake  of  domestic  affairs,  had  women  to 
live  with  them.  Dodwell  ^  says,  they  were  virgins  consecrated  to  God.  Bingham  says,  •  Tb^ 
1  were  ^  commonly  some  of  the  virgins  belonging  to  the  church,  whom  they  that  entertained,  pre- 

<  tended  only  to  love  as  sisters  with  a  chaste  love.*  It  appears  from  St  Cyprian,  that '  they 
dwelled  together  in  the  same  house,  and  sometimes  lodged  in  the  same  room,  and  in  the  same 

»  Ep.  ad  Corintb.  c.  8.                    *  lb.  cap.  13.  9  Ubi  sapr.  n.  i.  ii.                    ^  A«  before,  p.  331. 

«  Ibid.                   ^  Cap.  22.                   *  Cap.  45.  '  Legimus  litems  tuas>  frater  carissime, — postulans  et  desi- 

'  TeYpatrau  yap,  cap.  iv.  derans,  ot  tibi  rescriberemus,  quid  nobis  de  iis  virginibos 

i  Ar/ti  yxp  i}  ypoL^.  cap.  xxxi.  et  passim.  videatur,  quie  cum  ip  statu  suo  esse,  et  continentiam  oimiter 

^  Kc<  9v  knpw  rcittp  X^bl  cap.  viii.    Keu  ifaXiv  ty  srepw  tenere  decreverant,  detects  siut  postea  in  eodem  Jecto  pariter 

tnrfff  Xr/9i.  cap.' 46.  et  passim.                  '  £p.  i.  cap.  11.  '  mansisse  cum  mascuUs)   ex  quibus  unum  esse  Diaconum 

^  £p.  i.  cap.  8.  dicis ;  plane  easdem  qux  se  cum  viris  donnlsse  cGoiesss  slnt, 

^  Stylus,  io^oXcyia,  in  media  epistola.    Proleg.  p.  vi.  med.  asseverare  se  integras  esse        Primo  igitur  in  loco,i— elabo- 

*  Diss.  Cypr.  iiu  De  flagitio  mulierum  cum  clericis  con-  randum  est— nee  pati  viipnes  cum  masculis  habltare,  noa 

cumbeotium,  &c.  dico  simul  dormlre^  sed  nee  simul  vivere.    Cjrprian.  ep.  4^ 

»  Antiquities  of  the  church.   B.  6.  ch.  2.  sect.  13.  toI.  IL  al.  62. 

p.  320—332.  •  Vol.  I.  p.  622. 
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beJ.  To  the  like  purposft  *  speaks  Jerom.  Nevertheless  they  made  solemti  deblarations  of  their 
innocence,  and  gave  such  assurances  of  being  unpolluted  by  carnal  commerce,  as  were  satisfac- 
tory. So  says  Mr.  Dodwell  ^  upon  the  authority  of  a  passage  of  St.  Cyprian:  which  however 
still  declares  the  practice  to  be  unreputable  and  offensive.  Leontius  the  Arian  bishop  of  Antioch 
is  censured  by  Athanasius  •  for  cohabiting  with  a  virgin.  And  he  may  be  reckoned  to  be  oue 
of  those,  who  gave  proof  of  his  freedom  from  carnal  commerce. 

We  cannot  dispute  the  truth  of  what  St.  Cyprian  says,  that  in  Africa  some  of  these  eccle- 
siastics and  their  virgins  lay  in  the  same  room,  and  in  the  same  bed.  Nevertheless  perhaps  there 
were  very  few  instances  of  this  sort.  St.  Chrysostom  has  two  homilies  or  orations  upon  this  subject. 
One  is  *  against  those  who  had  with  them  subintroduced  virgins.'  The  other,  *  that  canonical 
women  ought  not  to  dwell  [or  cohabit]  with  men.'  It  may  be  allowed,  that  he  treats  those 
whom  he  reproves  with  a  good  deal  of  politeness  and  tenderness.  Nevertheless  his  argument 
is  very  cogent.  Nor  can  any  imagine,  tnat  John  Chrysostom  would  extenuate  the  guilt  of  those 
whom  he  blamed,  or  dissemble  any  part  of  iAieir  fault.  And  yet  I  do  not  perceive,  that  he  had 
received  any  intelligence  of  those  last  mentioned  aggravating  circumstances.  He  speaks  of 
their  dwelling  *  under  the  same  roof,  of*  their  cohabiting  together,  eating  at  the  same  table, 
sitting  together,  and  discoursing  freely  and  pleasantly  in  the  day-time.  But  they  did  not  lie 
together.^  He  plainly  supposed,  that  »  they  had  different  apartments,  and  that  there  were 
others,  particularly  women-servants,  in  the  house  with  them.  In  that  way  of  acting  it  may  be 
reckoned,  that  their  virtue  would  not  be  in  any  immediate  danger.  However,  undoubtedly, 
notwithstanding  such  precautions,  some  would  lie  suspicious ;  which  was  enough  to  render  this 
practice  ofiensive.  And  therefore  the  fathers  of  the  council  of  Nice  ordained  in  one  of  their 
canons,  *  that  no  bishop,  presbyter,  or  deacon,  or  any  of  the  clergy,  should  have  an  introtluced 

*  woman,  unless  she  be  a  mother,  or  sister,  or  aunt,  or  however  a  person  liable  to  no  suspicion/ 
Dut  I  need  not  enlarge  flirther  by  way  of  introduction  to  my  argument. 

That  this  practice  is  referred  to,  and  censured  in  these  epistles,  is  manifest  from  some  pas- 
sages  to  be  now  produced.  *  We  **  are  persuaded,  says  the  writer,  that  you  will  mind  these 
«  things,  which  are  necessary  to  your  salvation.  But  we  speak  as  we  do,  because  of  the  evil 
«  fame  and  report  concerning  impudent  men,  who  dwell  with  virgins  under  a  pretence  of  piety, 

*  and  put  their  souls  in  danger— It  is  altogether  unfit,  that  they  who  are  Christians,  and  fear 

*  God,  should  act  thus.* 

Setting  forth  his  own  conduct,  and  that  of  others,  whom  he  represents  as.  exemplary,  he 
says ;  *  We  ^  do  not  dwell  with  virgins,  nor  have  we  any  concern  with  them.  We  do  not  eat 
«  and  drink,  where  a  virgin  is.  Nor  do  we  lie  [sleep]  where  a  virgin  lies.  Nor  do  women  wash 
<  our  feet,  or  anoint  us.     We  never  lie  [or  sleep]  where  a  virgin  is,  who  is  unmarried,  and  fit 

*  for  marriage.     Though  she  be  alone,  and  in  another  place,  [or  part  of  the  house,]  we  do  not 

*  ^pend  the  night  there.* 

•  Unde  in  ecdesias  Agapetarum  petti*  introiit !  Unde  sine         •  — y«^— — xa^  ^woixooy  mapUvtp,  ksu  tfi^yxaSTjjiw^C^', 

nuptils  ?liud  noroen  uxoruro  !  £adem  domo>  uno  cubi-  xau  avvisiirvwy  xai  avvha\eyoiJi^y&*  h' i^fi^ipa^'  rwv  ya,^  aXAa> 

<;ufo,  «8epe  uno  tenentur  et  lectulo^et  saspiciosos  nos  vocant,  st  «^ffy  orf or* Sij.tw— — lb.  p.  231.  B. aXX*  Iri  rr^y  aimjy  t^xv 

•liquid  existimamus.  Ad.  Eustocb.  ep.18  al.  22.  T.  IV.  p.  33.  oixtay,  kcu  r^a'Tc^i;;,  xai  Xoyccv  Koivwyu/v,  xoi  fora  vappr^a-ias 

^  Quid  deinde  illud— — —  quod  cum  sumroo  animi  nostrt  voXAi;;.     lb.  C. 
gemitu  et  dolore  cognovirous,  non  deesse  qui  Dei  templa  et  ^  Ubi  impra*  p.  241.  D.  £.  p.  254.  fin. 

post  confessionem  sanctificata  ct  iliustrata  membra  turpi  et  in-  ^  W  264. 

faroi  concubilu  suo  plus  maculent,  cubilia  sua  cum  feniinis  pro-  ^  sed  ita  loquimnr  dc  \\%  qu«  loquimur,  propter  famam 

miscua  jungentes,  quando  etsi  stuprum  conscientiae  eorum  et  rumorem  malum  de  homiuibus  impudentibus,  qui  habitant 

desit,  hoc  ipso  grande  crimen  est,  quod  illorura  scandalo  in  cum  virginibus  practextu  pietatis,  et  conjiciuut  animam  suam 

eliorum  rninas  exempla  nascuntur.  [Cjpr.ep.^.  al.  7.aL  13.]  in  periculum— Prorsus  non    decet  Cbristianos  et  timentcs 

Constat  itaque,  qui  ita  cum  mulieribus  concumberent,  carpis  Deum  ita  conversari.    Alii  aulera  edunt  et  bibunt  cum  virgi- 

tarhen  Integritatem  senrisse  illibatam.  Dodwell  ubi  supra,  n.  i.  nibus,  &:c.  Ep.  i.e.  10.     Welstein. 

«  *0  /Afv  ya(  AeovnO*  ^faCaXAsfbivO*,  pi^x  yvya4Kdi  r«y©*  >  Cum  virginibus  non  babitamus,  et  inter  illas  nihil  habc- 

ygun'tfas,  XeyofAfwjj  EuroXm,^  xai  xoiXoojuifyO'  crvyotxiiy  aurif,  mus  negotii.     Et  cum  virginibus  nee  edimus  nee  bibimus. 

ii*  avtr^y  eauTOv  av'fxo^/sy,  \y   tie  aisias  ^XS  ^(Ctr^tCffy  /tttr^  Nee  lavant  molieres  pedes  nostros,  nee  ungtmt  nos.    Kt  pror- 

mvnjf,     Apol.  de  Hig^  su&.  p.  335.  £.  Vid.  et  Hist.  vrbn.  ad  sus  ubi  dormit  virgo,  quie  viri  non  est,  aut  filia  nubilis,  non 

Monacb.  p.  36o.  B.  donnimos  :  etiarosi  sit  in  alio  loco  sola^  non  pernoctamus  ibi. 

^  —  TYfS  IpjxncriyiaLf  tavnif.  Contr.  eos.  ice  T.  I.  p.  239.  B.  Ep.  2.  c.  1.  W. 
— — 0jyw(rxTjy<af  favn^s.    lb.  p^  233,  B.— — -rij^  ^mut^iw^ 
7a^ry)s.  lb.  D. 
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In  another  '-chaptor.     ^  We  •  that  are  holy,  do  not  eat  and  drink  with  women.    Nor  do 

<  women  or  virgins  minister  to  us,  or  wash  our  feet,  or  anoint  us.    Nor  do  we  lie  [sleep]  where 

*  women  Ke,  that  we  may  be  in  all  things  without  offence.' 

Afterwards  in  another  chapter,  *  Even  **  after  the  Lord  was  risen  from  the  dead,  when  Mary 

*  came  running  to  the  sepulchre,  and  falling  down  at  his  feet,  and  worshipping  him,  sought  to 

*  touch  him,  he  said  unto  her;  "  Touch  me  not;  for  I  am  not  yet  ascended  to  my  Father.'* 

<  John  XX.  17.    Is  it  not  then  wonderful,  that  the  Lord  permitted  not  that  blessed  woman  Mary 

*  to  touch  his  feet  ?  And  you  dwell  with  them,  and  women  and  virgins  minister  to  you,  and  you 

<  lie  where  they  lie :    and  women  wash  your  feet,  and  anoint  you — Many  holy  women  have 

<  ministered  to  the  saints  out  of  their  substance,  as  the  Shunamite  woman  ministered  to  Elisha. 

*  But  she  did  not  dwell  with  him ;  for  the  prophet  dwelt  in  a  house  by  himself,  2  Kings  iv.  8—10. 

*  Women  ministered  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  out  of  their  substance,  Luke  viii.  S,  but  they  did 
»  not  dwell  with  him.  We  also  find  that  women  ministered  to  the  other  apostles,  and  to  Paul;  bijt 

*  they  did  not  dwell  with  them.* 

I  need  not  transcribe  any  more ;  here  is  enough,  to  show  the  occasion  and  design  of  these 
epistles.  However,  there  is  still  one  thing  more  to  be  taken  notice  ofi  which  will  fiiJIv  deter- 
mine the  point.  Tlie  people  complained  of  by  St.  Cyprian,  and  others,  were  ecclesiastics,  and 
women,  who  made  profession  of  \drginity.  So  it  is  here.  Both  these  letters  are  addressed  to 
virgins.  And  it  is  implied,  that  they  were  pure  in  body,  or  free  from  carnal  pollutions.  *  Who- 
«  ever,'  says  ^  the  author,  *  professeth  before  the  Lord,  that  he  will  keep  his  chastity,  ought  to 

*  be  clothed  with  every  virtue ;  and  if  he  has  truly  crucified  his  body  for  the  sake  of  piety,  he 

*  deprecates  that  saying,  "  increase  and  multiply,"  and  all  concupiscence,  and  all  the  delights 

*  of  this  world,  and  shuns  all  those  snares,  by  which  he  might  be  endangered.* 

And  presently  afterwards,  in  the  next  chapter,     *  For  ^  this  cause  he  separates  himself  from 

*  the  desires  of  the  body,  and  not  only  deprecates  that,  "  increase  and  multiply,"  but  desires  the 

*  promised  hope,  prepared  and  laid  up  in  heaven,  even  a  better  place  [or  recompence]  than  that 

*  of  those  who  have  been  holy  in  the  state  of  marriage.' 

Nor  does  this  author  any  where  charge  those  to  whom  he  writes  with  any  acts  of  unclean* 
ness :  but  he  advises  them  to  *  keep  more  out  of  the  way  of  temptation,  and  ^  also  to  show  a 
greater  regard  for  the  opinion  of  men,  and  avoid  whatever  might  be  an  occasion  of  oflence  and 
scandal. 

This  being  the  case,  we  now  see  the  reason  of  some  things,  which  otherwise  would  not  be 
easily  accounted  for.  First,  We  see  the  reason  of  the  address  of  these  epistles,  which  at  first 
seems  odd  and  whimsical.     They  are  addressed  '  to  *  virgins,  and  virgins.'    So  in  the  first  chap^ 

*  Nos  sancti  cum  mulieribus  nee  edirons  nee  bibimus,  nee  ejus        et  exinanitus  est  ab  omoi  conversatione  raundi  hujm, 

ministrant  nobis  mulieres  vel  virgines.  Et  roulieres  non  lavaut  et  ex  laqueis  et  retibus  el  impedimentis  ejus.    £p.  i.  c.  3,  W^ 
nobis  pedes,  nee  ungunt  nosf  et  non  conveniunt  nobis  roti-         ^  Propterea  separat  se  ab  omnibus  concupiscentiis  corporis; 

lieres  $  neque  dormimus,  ubi  dormiuut  mulieres^  ut  simus  et  non  solum  deprecatur  illud,  '  fructificate  et  multiplicate/ 

sine  reprehensione,  &c.  £p.  2.  c.  3.  W.  sed  desiderat  spem  proihis^am  et  praeparatam  et  positam  in 

*>  Nee  hoc  solum,  sed  etiam  postquam  surrexit  Dominus  coclis  Deo,  qui  promisit  ore,  et  non  mentitnr locum  cele* 

a  mortuis,  et  veniret  Maria  ad-sepulcrum  currens,  et  sedens  brem  in  domo  Dei  excellentiorem  filiis  et  iiliabus,  et  excel*- 

ad  pedes  Domini,  et  adorans  eum,  et  quarens  eum  appre-  lentiorem  illis,  qui  conjuges  fuerunt  in  sanctitate.     Ibid.  c.  4. 

bendere,  ipse  dixit  ei :    '  Noli  me  tangere.     Nondum  enim         *  et  exinanitus  est   ab  orani    coDVersatione   mandt 

adscendi  ad  Patrem  meum.*     Nonne  igitur  mirabile  est  de  hujus,  et  ex  laqueis  et  retibus  et  impedimentis  ejus.    £p.  i. 

Domino,  quod  non  permisit  Maria,  mulieri  beats,  ut  tange-  cap.  3.  f. 

ret  pedes  ejus ;  tu  autem  habitas  cum  illLs,  et  tibi  ministrant  et  conjiciunt  animam  suam  in  periculum ;    et  eunt 

mulieres  et  virgines ;  et  dormis,  ubi  iUae  dormiunt ;  et  favant  cum  illis  in  semit^  et  in  deserto  soli  viam  plenam  periculis, 

tlbi  pedes,  et  ungunt  te  mulieres  ?•— Mulieres  autem  multae  et  plenam  offendiculis  et  laqueis  et  fo?eis.    Ibid.  c.  10. 

sanctae  rainistr^runt  Sanctis  e  possession ibus  suis,  sicut  minis-         ^  — — ut  simus  sine  reprehensione  in  omnibus,  ne  titds  in 

travit  Sulamitis  Bliss;  sed  cuin  eo  non  habitavit;  et  ipse  nobis  ofiendatur,  &c.     £p.  ii.  c.  3. 

Propheta  in  domo  seorsim  habltavil— -Domino  Jesu  Cbristo         — et  ne  demus  occasionem  illis,  qui  volant,  ut  teneant 

ministr&runt  mulieres  e  possessionibus  suis ;  sed  cum  illo  non  occasionem  post  nos,  et  loquantur  de  nobi3  mala,  et  ut  nemini 

habitant    £tiam  apostolis,  etiam  Paulo  reperimus  minis-  simus  offendiculo,  &c.     lb.  cap.  5. 

trAste  mulieres;  sed  cum  illis  non  habhftrunt.  Bp.  2.  c.  15,W,         s  Virginibus  ('  fratribus')  beatis,  qui  constituerunt  servare 

^Quicumque  enim  profitetur  coram  Domino,  se  servatu-  virginitatem  propter  regnum  coEloruro,  et  virginibut  ('sorori- 

rum  castitatem,  debet  cingi  omni  virtute  sanct^  Dei,  et  si  bus*)  Sanctis  in  Deo,  calutem.  cap.  1 .     Unicuique  virginum 

Tere  in  timorecrudHxit  corpus  suum  propter  pietatem,  depre-  (' fratirum*)   et  virginum  (' sororum*) Qui  autem  vere 

catur  verbum,  dicens,  '  Crescite  et  multiplicamini,'  et  totam  sunt  virgines  ('  fratres*)  et  virgioes  ('  sororea*^  audiunt  eom 

mcntem  et  cogitationem,  et  cuncupiscentiam  mundi  hujus,  et  qui  dixit       '  cap.  2. 
ddicias,  et  ^iletatemi  et  omnem  amorem  t^ns,  et  otlum 
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ter,  and  twice  in  the  second,  and  frequently  throughout  the  epistles.  AVhich  Mr.  Wetstein,^  and 
rightly,  as  I  suppose,  renders  *  virgins,*  brethren,  *  and  virgins,'  sisters.  Chrysostom  pronounced 
two  orations  for  the  sake  of  these  people :  one  *  against  those  who  had  with  them  subintroduc^d 

•  vii^ins  :*  the  other,  *  that  canonical  women  ought  not  to  dwell  with  men/  But  this  writet 
applies  to  both  together,  and  calls  them  virgins.  Secondly,  we  now  also  see  the  reason  why  the 
good  conduct  *  of  the  preachers  of  the  gospel  is  so  much  insisted  upon  in  these  epistles.  They 
were  clergymen  who  offended  in  this  point,  and  therefore  needed  to  be  admonished  to  take  more 
care  both  of  their  virtue,  and  their  reputation,  and  not  to  give  offence  to  other  people.  Thirdly, 
that  eipression,  relating  to  this  matter,  which  we  saw  just  now,  *  men,  who  dwell  with  virgins 

*  under  a  pretence  of  piety,*  appears  remarkable,  and  leads  to  the  following  observation.  The 
ecclesiastics,  now  complained  of,  were  generally,  or  for  the  most  part,  men  of  religion  and  virtue. 
Being  desirous  to  have  the  attendance  and  assistance  of  a  woman  in  their  domestic  affairs,  they 
pitched  upon  such  as  were  virgins  by  profession,  whom  they  judged  to  be  the  most  unexception<i> 
able  of  any,  and  least  liable  to  suspicion.  Determined  to  keep  themselves  pure,  they  supposed* 
that  if  notwithstanding  all  their  care  an  evil  thought  or  desire  should  arise  in  them,  such  persons 
would  not  encourage,  but  check  and  controul  it.     So  *  they  dwelled  with  virgins  under  a  pre? 

•  tence  of  piety,*  as  this  writer  says.     It  has  often  seemed  strange  to  me,  that  these.  *  subintrot 

*  duced  women,*  mentioned  by  ancient  writers,  were  continually  spoken  of  as  virgins,  and 
devoted  to  Christ,  and  the  like.  We  here  see  the  reason,  why  such  were  chosen  and  preferred 
to  othdts.  This  observation  first  came  into  my  mind  upon  reading  these  epistles ;  and  it  i9 
refefred  to  the  consideration  of  the  learned. 

The  time  therefore  of  these  epistles  is  to  be  collected  from  that  of  this  practice.  When  it 
was  first  introduced,  and  when  it  ceased,  may  not  be  easily  decided.  It  was  taken  notice  of 
and  censured  by  Cyprian  about  the  middle  of  the  tiiird  century.  And  not  long  afler  that  time 
Paul  of  Samosata,  bishop  of  Antioch,  and  divers  of  the  clergy  of  that  diocese  were  charged  with 
it.  And  if  Chrysostom*s  orations  upon  occasion  of  it,  were  not  composed  till  after  the  com- 
mencement of  his  episcopate,  as  tlie  ^  Benedictine  editors  think,  it  subsisted  to  the  end  of  the 
fourth  century.  And  doubtless  there  were  instances  of  it  in  the  following  century.  Chrysostom 
speaks  of  it  ^  as  a  new  thing,  that  had  arisen  in  that  age ;  but  the  expressions  of  orators  may  be 
understood  with  latitude.  However,  it  is  very  probable,  that  it  did  not  appear  in  the  early  dayj 
of  Christianity,  nor  till  afler  the  death  of  all  the  apostles,  and  tlieir  dLscipIes,  called  apostolical 
men :  consequently,  not  in  the  time  of  Qement  bishop  of  Rome.  And  if  the  writer  of  these 
epistles  refers  to  it,  as  I  think  he  plainly  does,  he  is  not  Clement  disciple  of  the  apostle  Paul. 

4.  I  observe,  in  the  foiuth  place,  that  this  writer  exceeds  in  his  praises  of  virginity,  and  in 
his  recommendations  of  it.  Mr.  Wetstein  is  sensible,  that  **  what  he  says  is  not  agreeable  to 
the  Protestant  doctrine.  Nevertheless  he  thinks  it  is  not  unreasonable,  nor  unscriptural.  If  I 
am  not  mistaken,  I  could  easily  show,  that  a  great  deal  said  upon  this  head  by  the  writer  of 
these  epistles  is  destitute  of  support  and  countenance  from  the  doctrine  of  the  New  Testament 
But  instead  of  doing  that  at  present,  I  would  observe,  that  he  differs  from  Clement,  who  in  the 
first  chapter  of  his  epistle  to  the  Corinthians  says :  *  You  were  subject  to  your  rulers,  giving 

*  becoming  respect  to  elders.  Young  men  you  taught  to  be  modest.  The  women  you  exhorted 
«  to  do  all  things  unblameably — loving  their  husbands,  as  is  fit, — and  managing  the  affairs  of  the 

♦  house  with  propriety  and  modesty.*     And  in  the  «lst  chapter :  *  Let  us  respect  our  rulers, 

♦  and  honour  the  elders:  young  men  let  us  instruct  in  the  discipline  and  fear  of  God :  our  wives 

*  let  us  direct  to  that  which  is  good,  that  they  may  show  forth  the  agreeable  behaviour  of  chas* 

«  tity And  let  our  children  be  bred  up  in  the  discipline  of  Christ.*     So  Clement.     Whether 

he  was  married,  or  single,  I  know  not.  But  this  apostolical  man,  to  render  his  exhortations 
more  forcible,  joins  himself  with  men  in  the  marriage-state.  Nothing  of  this  kind  is  to  be  found 
in  the  writer  of  these  two  epistles.  He  scorns  to  touch  upon  these  points.  The  virtues  of  the 
marriage-state  are  below  his  regard. 

*  Vid.  ep.  i.  c.  11.  12.  et  ep.  ii.  passim.  bitur  et  matrimonio  esse  iniquior,  codibatam  yero  Diiniamjez« 

^  Vide  Monitam.  T.  i.  |).  227.  tollere— — Aliterque,  fateor,  de  coelibata  et  matrimonio  tetvU 

«  — — Ei'ilirij^yfvfa^iJftfirfpa^xair/JiT^gireyoij^ijrpouO*     Clemens,  quam  M.  Lutberoa.    At  oondam  probatom  est, 
neuy^s  ns  xai  wo^a^o^.    T.  i.  p.  228.  A.  B.  ilium  male  seosisse*    Wetst.  Ttniegom.  p.  rii. 

5  Brunt  fortasse^  quibus  barum  epistolarum  scriptor  vide- 
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He  differs  likewise  from  St.  Cyprian,  who  •  in  treating  on  this  subject,  adviseth  rather  tliat 
these  virgins  should  marry,  if  they  are  not  able  to  persevere  in  the  purpose  of  purity. 

He  differs  also  from  St.  Chrysostom,  who  in  the  second  of  his  orations  before-mentioned, 
»ays  to  those  virgins :  *  If  ^  you  desire  to  have  men  to  cohabit  with  you,  you  should  not  have 

*  chosen  virginity,  but  should  have  married  ;  for  it  would  be  better  to  marry,  than  to  act  thus 

*  in  a  state  of  virginity.     God  does  not  condemn  marriage,  nor  do  men  disparage  it.     For  it  is 

*  honourable,  offending  none,  injuring  none.     But  virginity,  in  the  company  of  men,  is  worse 

*  and  more  offensive  to  all,  than  fornication  itself.'     Afterwards  in  the  same  oration  he  says,  *  it 

*  would  ""  be  better  for  these  virgins  to  marry  twice,  than  to  act  as  they  did,  and  be  the  occasion 

*  of  so  much  scandal.'     I  refer  **  to  some  other  like  places  in  these  homilies  of  Chrysostom.   But 
nothing  of  this  kind  appears  in  these  epistles. 

He  who  should  read  what  this  ^  writer  says  in  praise  of  virginity:  how  glorious,  and  how 
arduous  it  is,  the  great  examples  by  which  it  is  encouraged,  and  what  peculiar  rewards  it  is  en- 
titled  to :  must,  I  apprehend,  think  it  strange,  that  for  preventing  ill  consequences,  and  that 
men  might  not  be  lea  into  a  snare,  he  did  not  reckon  himself  obliged  to  add  something  concern- 
ing the  lawfulness  and  purity  of  marriage,  and  the  expediency  of  it  for  most  men :  which  are  so 
often  intimated,  and  expressly  asserted  in  the  New  Testament,  and  may  be  easily  discerned  by 
the  reason,  and  observation  and  experience  of  mankind. 

It  is  very  likely,  that  before  this  practice  obtained,  the  marriage  of  the  clergy  lay  under  some 
restraints.  They  who  doubt  of  it,  may  read  the  notes  of  Gothofred  upon  a  law  of  Honorius 
and  Theodosius  the  younger,  relating  to  this  very  matter.  I  transcribe  from  him  a  few  lines 
only  ^  below.  The  marriage  of  the  clergy  was  not  forbidden  by  any  canon  of  the  church,  or 
law  of  the  state.  But  it  lay  under  discouragements,  and  was  restrained  by  the  prevailing  opinion 
ef  men.  Celibacy  was  more  reputable;  and  many  clergymen  coveted  the  honour  of  it»  who 
found  it  burdensome.  And  virginity  likewise  being  much  applauded,  many  women  were  induced 
to  make  a  profession  of  it :  who  afterwards  knew  not  how  to  perform  their  engagements,  nor  to 
get  rid  of  them.  Gradually  the  celibacy  of  the  clergy,  and  virginity  of  women,  grew  more  and 
more  in  vogue.  And  the  high  notions,  which  the  writer  of  these  epistles  has  of  virginity,  with* 
out  saying  any  thing  in  favour  of  marriage,  make  me  think,  that  he  did  not  write  soon,  bu* 
rather  not  till  a  good  while  after  the  rise  of  the  practice  of  which  we  have  been  speaking. 

IV.  The  author  anonymous.  Who  the  author  was,  cannot  be  determined.  Probably  he 
was  a  bishop.  It  was  most  becoming  a  man  in  that  high  station,  to  WTite  letters  with  exhorta?- 
tions  to  Christian  people,  especially  to  such  as  made  profession  of  celibacy  and  virginity.  More- 
over it  may  be  arguea  from  the  authoritative  manner  in  which  the  second  epistle  concludes. 

I  do  by  no  means  charge  the  writer  with  imposture  j  I  do  not  believe  he  had  the  least 
thought  of  such  a  thing.  It  should  be  observed,  that  there  is  not  at  thje  beginnings  or  endings 
of  these  epistles  any  distinguishing  inscription.  There  is  no  name  of  the  writer,  nor  any  hint 
of  his  character  and  station.  Nor  is  there  any  intimation  of  the  city  or  country  where  tliey 
lived,  to  whom  the  epistles  are  addressed.  There  is  only  a  title  prefixed  to  these  epistles,  to 
this  purpose :  the  ^  first,  or  the  second  epistle  of  the  blessed  Clement  disciple  of  the  apostle 
Peter.     And  at  the  end  is  that  common  phrase — *  Here  ^  ends  the  first,  or  the  second  epistle  oT 

*  Clement  disciple  of  Peter.'  These  titles,  or  inscriptions,  as  I  imagine,  were  placed  there  by  some 
Iwte  editor,  who  did  not  know  who  waathe  writer  of  the  epistles.   It  might  be  done  by  him  igno- 

»  Qnodsi  ex  fide  se  Cbristo  dicaverant,  padicac  ct  castw         *  Vid.  ep.  i.  cap.  3.  4.  5.  6,  7,6. 
6>ntf  ull^  fabulii  perseverent,  et  ita  fortes  et  stabiles  prapraium         '  Extraneas^  inquaro^  miUieres  vetanfur  clericl  slbi  adscis- 

virginitalis  exspectent.     Si  aotem  pcrseverare  nolunt,  vel  noir  eere.     Neitipe  ex  quo  cadih^itiz  clericalis  raoB  paulatim  iuo- 

possunt,  melius  est  ut  nubant^  quam  in  ignera  dellctis  suis  lescere  coepit,  atque  bac  etiam  ratione  derici  probabUem  se- 

cadant.     Ccne  nullum  fratribus  et  sororibus  scandalom  fa-  culo  disciplinam  agere,  seque  seculo  de  ccdibaitis  seu  coDti- 

ciarU,     C}  pr.  ad  I*onipon.  ep.  4.  al.  0'2.  nentiae  voto  commendare  institueruut,  clam  lamen  atque  alii 

*  El  ya^  OLvSpas  s1rlivlJ.6^s  e^siv  a-woiTUiyra;,  wc  ehi  vrapSc'  ratione  voluptates  suas  explere  alicubi  rerum  experimentis 
n%v  k^sa-^ai,  aAA*  siti  tov  yccaov  s^isiv  uroXXty  yap  fisKnov  visi  sunt,  Hjpu^  xffopvsvorres,  &c.  In  Cod.  Theod.  lib.  id. 
Y^tiMiv  tTUivws,  ij  xax^hvt'jiif  Hrw$'  x.  A.  Ubi  sup.  p.  253.  E.  cap.  2.  1.  44.    ' 

234.  A.  «  Porro  epistola    prior  bcati    Clemcotis,    discipuU  Petri 

*  li^XKw'yoL^  /SfXriov  kn,  xai  hvrzfXf)  ovvaTmo'^ou  yafMy,     Apostoli. 

^  rotxv^x  aT'/^^u.ovuv.  X.  X.    lb.  p.  20*5.  D.  '  ^  Explicit  Epistola  secunda  Clemeutls^  discipuU  Petru 

<  Yid.^.  x34.  D.236.D.  E. 
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rantly,  or  designedly;  which  of  the  two,  we  cannot  dcterniine.  He  might,  I  say,  herein  act 
honestly.  Possibly  he  really  supposed  them  to  be  the  epistles  of  Clement ;  though,  if  he  did, 
he  was  much  mistaken.  Or  he  might  dp  it  designedly,  with  a  view  to  procure  the  more  regard 
for  the  epistles,  which  he  was  publishing. 

As  there  is  nothing  in  the  epistles  to  distinguish  the  author,  or  the  people,  to  whom  he  wrote, 
I  have  suspected,  that  he  was  anonymous,  and  that  he  designed  to  be  so.  When  he  formed  the 
intention  to  write  upon  this  subject,  he  determined  to  conceal  himself.  He  hoped,  that  hia  ex- 
hortations might  in  thnt  way  have  the  greater  effect. .  Having  thus  fixed  his  resolution,  he  wrote 
in  the  form  of  epistles,  upon  the  subject,  which  at  that  time  was  much  discoursed  of,  and  ad- 
dressed himself  to  those  who  were  chiefly  concerned,  sending  them  admonitions  and  directions 
according  to  the  best  of  his  judgment.  However,  this  is  only  conjecture.  For  when  these 
epistles  were  first  published,  the  writer  might  be  well  known,- though  afterwards  his  name  and 
cliaracter  were  forgotten. 

V.  Importance  of  these  epistles.  From  the  extracts,  placed  at  the  beginning  of  this 
Dissertation,  we  learn,  that  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews  was  received  by  the  writer  of  these 
epistles.  And  from  the  numerous  quotations  out  of  the  Old  and  the  New  Testament,  we  per- 
ceive the  great  regard  which  Christians  had  for  the  sacred  scriptures.  Of  which  we  have  seen 
many  proofs  in  the  collections  that  have  been  made  from  the  ancient  writers  of  the  church.^ 

We  likewise  discern,  that  at  the  time  of  writing  these  epistles  virginity  was  in  ^reat  esteem. 

But  if  a  true  account  has  been  now  given  of  the  time  and  occasion  of  these  epistles,  we  can- 
not from  them  learn  the  date  of  any  of  the  books  of  the  New  Testament.  Mr.  Wetstein,  sup- 
posing, that  these  epistles  were  written  by  Clement  of  Rome,  thinks,  that '  from  the  quotations 
here  made  of  St.  John*s  gospel,  it  may  be  proved,  that  St.  John  wrote  earlier  than  many  have 
imagined,  or  about  the  thirty-second  year  after  our  Lord*s  ascension.  1  do  not  now  concern 
myself  about  the  time  of  publishing  St.  John's  gospel.  But  if  these  epistles  were  not  written 
before  the  middle  of  the  third  century,  no  argument  for  the  early  age  of  that  gospel  can  be 
drawn  from  the  quotations  of  it  by  this  writer.  And  though  the  writer  were  Clement,  Mr.  Wet- 
stein's  argument  would  not  be  conclusive,  because  the  exact  time  of  Clement's  episcopate  is 
not  certainly  known.  At  least  there  are  different  opinions  about  it :  some  placing  it  in  the  year 
of  Christ  61,  and  onwards,  others  in  6i)  or  70.  And  others  say,  he  was  not  bishop  before  the 
year  91>  or  93.  Many  years  ago,  when  I  made  my  extracts  out  of  Clement's  epistle  to  the 
Corinthians,  written  in  the  name  of  the  Church  of  Kome,  it  seemed  to  me  most'  probable,  that 
it  ^  was  written  about  the  year  9t)-  And  the  late  learned  Dr.  Waterland,  whose  good  judgment 
in  such  things  is  allowed,  readily  declared  '  his  acquiescence  in  the  reasons  there  alleged.  These 
epistles  therefore  might  be  Clement's,  and  yet  not  written  much  before  the  end  of  tlie  first  cen- 
tury. Consequently,  the  quotations  therein  made  of  St.  John^s  gospel  will  not  prove  it  to  have 
been  written  before  the  year  of  our  Lord  70. 

VI.  Conclusion.  1  have  now  made  a  fair  examination  of  these  two  epistles.  I  hope  I  have 
given  no  offence  to  Mr.  Wetstein,  or  his  friends.  That  learned  man  knows  very  well,  that  the 
pretensions  of  writings,  which  bear  the  names  of  eminent  ancients,  ought  to  be  carefully 
weighed,  before  they  are  admitted.  And  I  persuade  myself,  that  upon  farther  consideration 
Kii\  Wetstein  will  be  convinced  he  has  too  hastily  published  these  epistles  as  Clement's  bishop 
or*  Rome.  And  I  am  apt  to  tliink,  that  he  and  other  learned  men  will  discern  in  them  more 
marks  of  a  later  age,  than  have  been  taken  notice  of  by  me. 

When  tidings  were  first  brought  hither,  that  Mr.  Wetstein  had  received  two  new  epistles  of 
Clement  out  of  the  East,  several  of  my  friends  and  readers  signified  their  desire,  that  when  they 
should  be  published,  I  would  observe  the  testimony  therein  afforded  to  the  books  of  the  New 
Testament.  Which  service  I  have  now  performed,  according  to  my  ability.  They  supposed  it 
to  be  a  necessary  part  of  the  work,  in  which  I  have  been  long  employed.  Which  is  not  barely 
a  bibliotheque  of  ecclesiastical  authors,  or  memoirs  of  ecclesiastical  history,  but  was  begun,  and 

•  Hinc  etiam  comequitur,  Evangelium  Joannis  non  ab  co         ^  See  Vol.  I.  p.  292. 
jam  decrci'io  et  fere  cenieiiario,  et  post  mortem  dementis,         «  See  Dr.  Waierland's  Review  of  ihc  Doctrine  of  the  Eu* 
seddiu  a»itea  esse  ediium,  adeoque  inscriptiouem  codicum     chari&t,  p.  33.  Cambridge  J  737. 
Graecorum,  qui  illud  Evangelium  auoo  32  post  ascensionem 

Cbristi scriptum  fuisse  teatauiuo  ad  verum  propius  acco- 

dcrc.    Proleg.  p.  ix. 
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has  been  carried  on  with  a  view  of  ehowmg  the  truth  of  the  Christian  religion,  particnlariy,  the 
truth  and  credibility  of  the  evangelical  history,  and  the  antiquity,  genuineness,  and  authority 
of  the  books  of  the  New  Testament,  the  original  records  of  the  doctrine  and  miracles  of  our 
Saviour  and  his  apostles.  And  all  along  great  care  has  been  taken  to  distinguish  genuine  and 
80j)posititious  writings.  Which  I  now  reflect  upon  with  much  satisfaction.  In  this  method,  wit- 
nesses, when  produced,  appear  in  their  true  time  and  character.  And  every  one  is  able  to  judge 
of  the  value  of  their  testimony.* 


END   OF   THE  DISSEETATIOK. 


AN  ESSAY 


O^   THE    MOSAIC   ACCOUNT   OF  THE 


CREATION   AND   FALL   OF   MAN. 


There  are  not  a  few  difficulties  in  the  account,  which  Moses  has  given  of  the  creation  of  tlie 
world,  and  of  the  formation,  and  temptation,  and  fall  of  our  first  parents.  Some  by  the  six 
days  of  the  creation  have  understood  as  many  years.  Whilst  others  have  thought  the  creation  of 
the  world  instantaneous :  and  that  the  number  of  days  mentioned  by  Moses  is  only  intended  to 
assist  our  conception,  who  are  best  able  to  think  of  things  in  order  of  succession. 

No  one  part  of  this  account  is  fuller  of  difficulties  than  that  which  relates  to  man.  And 
some  leamea  Jews,  as  well  as  Origen,  and  others  among  Christians,  have  supposed  the  account 
before  us,  not  to  be  a  history,  but  an  allegory.  The  present  prevailing  opinion  is,  that  what 
relates  to  man  is  fact.  And  it  is  argued,  that,  as  the  true  character  of  Moses  is  that  of  an 
historian ;  it  would  be  unbecoming  his  judgment  and  exactness,  to  insert  an  allegory  in  the 
midst  of  historical  facts,  without  giving  any  intimation  of  it 

I  shall  take  the  account  in  the  literal  sense,  and  shall  go  over  it  under  these  several  heads 
or  divisions.  1.  The  formation  of  man.  2.  The  trial  upon  which  he  was  put  in  paradise. 
3.  The  temptation  he  met  with.  4.  His  transgression.  5.  The  consequences  of  that,  with  the 
sentence  passed  by  God  upon  the  tempter,  and  upon  the  transgressors,  our  first  parents. 

1.  The  first  thing  in  order  is  the  creation  of  man.  For  with  that  I  begin,  not  intending  to 
Burvey  the  other  woncs  of  God,  before  made. 

Gei^L.  i.  26.  "  And  God  said.  Let  us  make  man,  in  our  image,  after  our  likeness.  And 
let  them  have  dominion  over  the  fish  of  the  sea,  and  over  the  fowl  of  the  air,  and  over  the  cattle, 
and  «over  all  the  earth,  and  over  every  creeping  thing  that  creepeth  upon  the  earth."  Ver.  27* 
**  iSo  God  created  man  in  his  own  image :  in  the  image  of  God  created  he  him,  male  and  female 
created  he  them." 

This  may  be  reckoned  a  summary  account  of  the  creation  of  man,  which  is  more  largely  and 
particularly  related  again  in  the  next  chapter. 

<<  And  God  said :  Let  us  make  man,  in  our  image,  after  our  likeness." 

It  is  common  for  Christians  to  say,  that  here  is  a  proof  of  a  Trinity  of  persons  in  the  unity  of 
the  Godhead.    To  which  others  answer,  that  the  Jews  never  understood  these  ejcpressions  m^t 
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this  manner,  who  always  believed  one  God,  and  that  God  to  be  one  person  only,  except  when 
they  fell  into  gross  idolatry,  after  the  manner  of  their  heathen  neighbours.  And  many  learned 
Christians  are  clearly  of  opinion,  that  the  doctrine  of  the  trinity  was  not  revealed  in  the  Old 
Testament. 

These  interpreters  therefore  suppose^  that  the  style  common  to  princes  and  great  men,  who 
often  speak  in  the  plural  number,  is  here  ascribed  to  God.  Nor  need  the  consultation,  here 
represented,  be  supposed  to  be  between  equals.  But  God  may  be  rather  supposed  to  declare  his 
mind  to  his  angels,  as  counsellors.  Nor  will  it  be  an  invincible  objection,  that  in  this  history 
there  is  no  notice  taken  of  the  creation  of  angels.  For  there  follow  expressions,  which  may  be 
reckoned  Id  imply  their  existence  and  their  dignity,  and  that  they  were  not  unknown  unto  man. 

Bufindeed  we  need  not  to  suppose  any  real  discourse  or  consultation  at  all.  The  meaning  is  no 
more  than  this :  *  All  other  things  being  made,  God  proceeded  to  the  creation  of  man  ;  or,  he 

*  purposed  now,  at  the  conclusion,  to  make  man.'  And  it  may  be  reckoned  probable,  that 
Moses  introduces  God  in  this  peculiar  manner,  deliberating  and  consulting  upon  the  creation  of 
man,  to  intimate  thereby,  that  he  is  the  chief  of  the  works  of  God,  which  are  here  described. 
Or,  in  other  words,  according  to  Patrick  upon  ver.  26.     *  God  not  only  reserved  man  for  the 

*  last  of  his  works,  but  does,  as  it  were,  advise  and  consult,  or  deliberate  about  his  production : 
^  the  better  to  represent  the  dignity  of  man,  and  that  he  was  made  with  admirable  wisdom  and 
f  prudence.' 

It  is  here  also  worthy  to  be  observed,  that  according  to  the  account  of  Moses,  a  different 
method  was  taken  in  forming  man,  from  that  in  which  other  animals  were  formed.  Ver.  20. 
**  And  God  said:  Let  the  waters  bring  forth  abundantly  the  moving  creature  that  hath  life.*' 
And  afterwards,  ver.  24.  "And  God  said:  Let  the  earth  bring  fortli  the  living  creature  after 
its  kind,  cattle,  and  creeping  thing,  and  beast  of  the  earth/*  They  were  produced  by  the  Divine 
power,  and  command.  But  God  is  represented,  as  making  man  himself,  immediately,  to  denote 
nis  dignity,  and  superior  prerogative  above  the  rest  of  the  creatures* 

Still  at  ver.  26.  "  And  God  said.  Let  us  make  man  in  our  image,  after  our  likeness.**  By 
which  two-fold  expression,  it  is  likely,  one  and  the  same  thing  is  ip tended.  For  when  the  result 
or  execution  of  this  deliberation  and  purpose  is  described  and  related,  it  is  \w  this  manner : 
ver.  27.  **  So  God  created  man  in  his  own  image :  in  the  image  of  God  created  he  him." 

What  is  the  "  image,"  or  likeness  of  God,  intended  by  Moses,  is  not  clear,  because  he  has 
not  distinctly  expressed  it :  and  we  may  now  conjecture  things  which  were  not  in  the  mind  of 
the  writer.  Nevertheless  I  think  the  coherence  leads  us  to  understand  hereby,  as  somewhat 
suitable  to  the  mind  of  Moses,  "  dominion  over  the  rest  of  the  creatures  of  this  earth,"  toge- 
ther with  that  reason  and  understanding,  which  is  a  main  part  of  the  superiority  of  the  human 
nature  above  brute  creatures,  and  qualifies  man  to  rule  over  them,  and  subdue  them,  and  make 
them  subservient  to  his  own  use  and  benefit.  So  are  the  words  of  this  twenty-sixth  verse:  **  And 
God  suia,  Let  us  make  man  in  our  image,  after  our  likeness.  And  let  them  have  dominion  over 
the  fish  of  the  sea,  and  over  the  fowl  of  the  air,  and  over  the  cattle,  and  over  all  the  earth,  and 
over  every  creeping  thing  that  creepeth  on  the  earth."  And  the  eminence  of  man  is  thus  de- 
scribed. Job  XXXV.  IL  "  He  teacheth  us  more  than  the  beasts  of  the  earth,  and  maketh  us 
wiser  than  the  fowls  of  heaven." 

Ver.  27.  "  So  God  created  man  in  his  own  image :  in  the  image  of  God  created  he  him  : 
male  and  female  created  he  them."  What  we  are  first  led  to  observe  here,  as  connected  with  what 
was  Just  said,  is  that  the  woman  was  made  after  the  image  of  God,  as  well  as  the  man. 

And  from  inserting,  in  this  summary  account  of  mans  creation,  on  the  sixth  day,  this  par- 
ticular, that  "  God  created  man  male  and  female,*'  it  may  be  concluded,  that  the  woman  too 
was  made  on  that  day ;  which,  I  reckon,  is  the  general  opinion  of  interpreters :  though  there 
are  some  things  in  the  next  chapter,  containing  a  more  particular  account  of  the  formation  of - 
man,  that  might  occasion  some  doubt  about  it.     Patrick,  in  particular,  says,  *  God  made  woman 

*  the  same  day  he  made  man :  as  he  did  both  sexes  of  other  creatures,  and  as  he  made  herbs  and 

*  plants  with  seeds  in  them,  to  propagate  their  species.' 

It  is  always  supposed,  that  God  made  man  in  maturity  of  body  and  understanding.  And 
6ome  have  been  so  ctuious  as  to  inquire  at  what  age :  or  what  was  the  age  he  appeared  to  have. 
And  in  conformity  to  the  great  length  of  the  lives  of  the  antediluvians,  they  have  supposed,  he 
might  have  the  appearance  of  a  man  of  fifty  or  sixty  years  of  age  according  to  that  time. 
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Ver.  28.  "  And  God  blessed  them,  and  God  said  unto  them :  Be  fruitful  and  multiply^  and 
replenish  the  earth/*  The  Jewish  writci-s  are  generally  disposed  to  understand  that  expression, 
"  be  fruitful  and  multiply,"  as  implying  a  precept  universally  binding.  But  the  coherence  raiher 
leads  us  to  understand  it  of  a  blessing  or  power :  the  like  to  which  was  bestowed  upon  the  brute 
creatures,  at  ver.  22,  which  are  not  the  subjects  of  a  pi^cept. 

And  here  the  privilege  of  dominion  over  the  creatures  is  again  expressed,  denoting  it  to  be 
common  tQ  both  sexes^  and  designed  to  appertain  to  their  posterity.  "  Be  fruitful  and  multiply, 
and  replenish  the  earth,  and  subdue  it.  ,  And  have  dominion  over  the  fish  of  the  sea,  and  over 
the  fowl  of  the  air,  and  over  every  living  thing  Ihat  moveth  upon  the  earth." 

It  follows  in  ver.  29*  and  SO.  "  And  God  said :  Behold,  I  have  given  you  every  hmb  bearing 
seed,  which  is  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  every  tree,  in  which  ie  the  fruit  of  a  tree,  yielding 
seed.  To  you  it  shall  be  for  meat.  And  to  every  beast  of  the  earth,  and  to  every  fowl  of  tlie 
air,  and  to  every  thing  that  creepeth  on  the  earth  wherein  there  is  life,  I  have  given  every  green 
herb  for  meat.  And  it  was  so.'  Hence  it  is  argued  by  many,  that  meat,  or  food  of  animal 
flesh,  was  not  used  before  the  flood.  But  that  does  not  seem  certain.  It  may  be  allowed^  that 
ibr  a  good  while,  flesh  was  forbom.  As  animals  were  made  by  pairs  only,  it  wsA  not  convenient 
that  any  should  be  slain  till  thev  were  increased.  It  may  be  allowed  also,  that  v^etables  were 
very  much  the  diet  of  those  wlio  lived  before  the  flood :  when,  probably,  all  things  were  in 
greater  vigour  and  perfection  than  afterwards.  But  here  is  no  prohibition  of  ^imal  food.  And 
it  is  observable,  that  Abel  and  Seth,  and  all  who  were  of  the  ramily  of  God,  were  keepers  of 
cattle.  And,  if  they  were  not  allowed  to  make  use  of  them  for  food,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
show,  how  keeping  cattle,  not  fit  for  draught  or  burden,  especially  in  any  large  number,  could 
turn  to  a  good  account.  If  it  be  said,  they  might  use  their  milk  ;  1  answer,  that  is  more  than  i« 
clearly  expressed  in  the  grant.  Moreover,  sacrifices  of  living  creatures  were  in  use  very  early. 
It  is  not  reasonable  to  think,  they  were  all  whole  burnt-oifenngs.  It  may  be  reckoned  proba* 
ble,  that  they  who  brought  to  God  sacrifices  and  offerings  of  living  creatures,  did  partake  ot' 
flieir  offerings  :  which,  certainly,  was  the  custom  in  after  times. 

The  first  chapter  of  Genesis  concludes  thus :  "  And  God  saw  every  thing  that  he  had  made  : 
and  behold,  it  was  very  good.  And  the  evening  and  the  morning  were  the  sixth  day."  Every 
thing  was  now  formed  according  to  the  will,  and  purpose,  and  command  of  God.  And  every 
part  of  each  day's  creation,  man  in  particular,  was  ^ood,  and  such  as  God  approved  and 
designed. 

Thus  we  have  surveyed  the  summary  acdount  of  man's  creation,  which  is  in  the  first  chapter 
of  the  book  of  Genesis.^  At  the  beginning  of  the  second  chapter  is  introduced  an  account  of 
the  sabbath,  and  a  description  of  Paradise,  which  I  forbear  to  insist  on :  but  I  would  observe 
what  is  farther  said  of  the  formation  of  the  first  pair. 

Ch.  ii.  7^  "  And  the  Lord  God  formed  man  of  the  dust  of  the  ground,  and  breathed  into  his 
nostrils  the  breath  of  lift.  And  man  became  a  living  soul."  Man  is  made  of  the  "  dust  of  the 
ground.''  But  thereby  is  supposed  to  be  meant  moist  earth.  And  whereas  it  is  said,  "  God 
breathed  into  him  the  breath  of  life,"  which  is  not  said  of  any  other  animals :  it  is  hence  argued, 
that  the  soul  of  man  is  different  froni  the  body,  and  that  it  is  a  more  excellent  spirit  than  that 
of  brute  creatures. 

Ver.  1 8.  "  And  the  Lord  God  said :  It  is  not  good  that  the  man  should  be  alone,  I  will  make 
him  an  help  meet  for  him.*'  Here,  I  apprehend,  we  are  led  to  the  same  observation  that  was  men- 
tioned before,  upon  occasion  of  those  words,  which  represented  God  as  consulting  about  the 
creation  of  man.  .The  design  of  those  expressions  was  to  intimate  the  great  dignity,  and  su- 
perior excellence  of  man  above  brute  creatures,  whose  creation  was  before  related.  In  like 
manner,  when  God  proceeds  to  the  making  of  the  woman,  he  is  represented  as  consulting,  and 
resolving  what  to  do  :  that  the  man  might  be  the  more  sensible  of  the  goodness  of  the  Creator 
in  providing  for  him  so  suitable  a  help. 

Ver.  19.  "  And  out  of  the  ground  God  formed  every  beast  of  the  field,  and  every  fowl  of 
the  air,  and  brought  them  to  Adam,  to  see  what  he  would  call  them.  And  whatsoever  Adam 
called  every  living  creature,  that  was  the  name  thereof."  Ver.  20.  "  And  Adam  gave  names  to 
all  cattle,  and  to  the  fowl  of  the  air,  and  to  every  beast  of  the  field.  But  for  Adam  there  was 
not  found  an  help  meet  for  him."  This  bringing  the  living  creatures  to  Adam,  and  his  giving 
them  names,  is  a  proof  of  his  dominion  over  them. 
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This  representation  of  things  wouH  lead  us  to  suppoise,  that  Eve  was  not  fbroied  on  tAe 
sixth  day,  but  some  time  after,  because  her  formation  is  here  related  after  the  living  creatures 
had  been  shown  toAdam.  Nevertheless,  as  before  hinted,  that  argument  is  not  conclusive. 
Here  we  have  only  a  more  distinct  account  of  what  was  before  related  in  general.  This  ma(y  be 
strongly  argued  from  the  seventh  verse  of  this  chapter  before  taken  notice  <rf,  concerning  the 
formation  of  Adam,  who,  certainly,  was  created  on  the  sixth  day. 

It  follows  at  ver.  SI.  **  And  the  Lord  God  caused  a  deep  sleep  to  fall  upon  Adam,  and  be 
slept.  And  he  took  one  of  his  ribs,  and  closed  up  the  flesh  instead  thereof  By  this  "  sleep,*'  as  is 
supposed,  all  pain  was  prevented.  It  is  needless  to  multiply  words  here,  or  nicely  to  weigh  ob- 
jections. It  seems  most  probable,  that  in  the  first  formation  there  was  somewhat  superfluous  in 
Adam.  It  has  been  supposed,  that  he  had  a  superfluous  rib  on  each  side,  and  that  God  took 
away  one  pair,  with  the  muscular  parts  adhering  to  them,  and  out  of  them  made  Eve. 

Ver.  2^.  **  And  the  rib,  which  the  Lord  God  had  taken  from  man,  made  he  a  woman,  and 
brought  her  unto  the  man."  Ver.  23.  "  And  Adam  said :  This  is  now  bone  of  my  bones,  and  flesfe 
i)£  my  flesh.    She  shall  be  called  woman,  because  she  was  taken  out  of  man.*' 

It  has  been  thought  not  improbable,  that  Adam  had  an  ecstasy,  during  the  time  of  his  deep 
sleep,  showing  him  what  was  done  upon  him :  which  enabled  him  to  speak  so  properly,  when 
Eve  was  brought  to  him. 

Ver.  24.  "  Therefore  shall  a  man  leave  father  and  mother,  and  cleave  to  his  wife.  And  they 
shall  be  one  flesh." 

This  is  sometimes  called  Adam's  prophecy.  For  certain,  if  these  are  the  words  of  Adam, 
he  must  have  been  inspired.  For  he  could  not  at  this  time,  in  an  ordinary  way,  have  distinct 
ideas  of  the  relations  of  father  and  mother.  But  many^  good  interpreters  think,  that  these  should 
rather  be  understood  as  words  of  Moses,  who  by  divme  direction  here  inserted  this  law. 

Ver.  25..  "  And  they  were  both  naked,  the  man  and  his  wife.  And  they  were  not  ashamed." 
This,  certainly,  must  have  been  the  case  in  a  state  of  innocence.  And  therefore  was  proper  to 
be  mentioned. 

And  thus  concludes  the  account  of  the  formation  of  the  first  pair. 

2^  The  next  point  in  order  is  the  trial,  upon  which  Adam  was  put  in  Paradise. 

Ch.  ii.  9.  "  And  out  of  the  ground  made  the  Lord  God  to  grow  every  trefe,  that  is  pleasant 
to  the  sight,  and  good  for  food :  the  tree  of  life  also  in  the  midst  of  the  garden,  and  the  tree  of 
knowledge  of  ^ood  and  evil.** 

Of  what  kind,  or  for  what  use  **  the  tree  of  life  *'  was,  we  cannot  certainly  say :  though  the' 
name  of  it  might  lead  us  to  think,  it  would  have  been  of  use  upon  occasion  of  eating  aify  thing' 
noxious,  or  for  restoring  decays,  and  preserving  the  vigour  of  life. 

"  And  the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good  and  evil.'*  It  is  doubted,  why  this  tree  was  so  called  : 
whether  it  received  its  denomination  from  the  event :  or  whether  it  was  at  first  so  called  from  the 
design,  for  which  it  was  made  and  instituted,  that  it  might  be  a  trial  of  man*s  virtue. 

In  the  8,  10,  11,  12,  13,  14  verses  is  the  description  of  Paradise,  which  I  pass  over. 

Ver.  Id.  <<  And  the  Lord  God  took  the  man,  and  put  him  into  the  garden  of  Eden,  to  dress 
it,  and  to  keep  it.**  Not  that  he  was  made  out  of  Paradise,  and  then  brought  into  it.  But^ 
ivhen  made,  he  was  placed  therein,  to  keep  it  in  good  order. 

Ver.  16,  "  And  the  Lord  God  commanded  the  man,  saying :  Of  every  tree  in  the  garden 
thou  mayest  freely  eat."  Ver.  I7.  "  But  of  the  tree  of  the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil,  thou 
shalt  not  eat  of  it.    For  in  tiie  day  that  thou  eatest  thereof  thou  shalt  surely  die.** 

Adam,  as  a  rational  creature,  was  subject  to  the  law  and  will  of  God.  He  was  necessarily 
bound  by  all  moral  laws  and  rules,  and  thereby  obliged  to  love,  honour,  worship  his  Creator, 
and  to  love  every  creature  of  the  same  species  or  kind  with  himself,  and  to  be  merciful  and  ten- 
der of  inferior  beings,  in  subjection  to  him.  But  God  was  pleased  to  trv  him  also  by  a  positive 
law.  And  this  would  be  likewise  a  trial  of  his  virtue.  For  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  he  was 
obliged  to  respect  this  law  and  restraint  of  his  bountiful  maker.  And  if  he  should  disobey  this 
law,  it  must  be  owing  to  some  defect  or  fiulure  of  virtue.  There  cannot  be  conceived  any 
reason^  why  he  should  transgress  this  coimmand,  unless  some  wrong  temper,  or  evil  though^ 
or  kregttlarity  and  exorbitance  of  desire  (which,  certainly,  is  immoral  and  sinful)  Brst  arose 
in  Iiim. 

VOL.  r:  3  M 
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•  y  In  the  day  thou  entest  thereof  thou  shalt  surely  die.'*    Literally,  in  the  original,  *«  dying 
thou  shalt  die.*'    Which  our  translators  have  well  expressed,  "  thou  shalt  surely  die." 

Hereby  some  expositors  have  understood  death  spiritual,  natural  and  eternal.    But  I  do  not  * 
see  any  good  reason  they  have  for  it.     We  seem  rather  to  be  justified  in  taking  it  in  the  sense 
of  natural  death  only,  or  the  dissolution  of  this  frame,  the  separation  of  soul  and  body.    We 
are  led  to  this  by  the  words  of  the  sentence  pronounced  after  the  transgression  :    "  Dust  thou 
art,  and  unto  dust  shalt  thou  return." 

*<  In  the  day  that  thou  eatest  thereof  thou  salt  surely  die."  By  which  may  be  meant,  that 
very  day  thou  shalt  become  mortal,  and  be  liable  to  pains  and  diseases,  which  will  issue  in  death. 
Or,  that  very  day  thou  shalt  actually  die.  Which  last  sense  may  be  as  probable  as  the  other. 

That  is  the  trial,  upon  which  man  was  put  in  Paradise,  and  in  his  state  of  innocence. 

3.  The  next  point,  the  third  in  order,  is  the  temptation  which  he  met  with  :  the  account  of 
which  is  at  the  beginning  of  the  third  chapter  of  the  book  of  Genesis.  How  long  it  was  after 
the  creation  of  Adam  and  Eve,  before  this  happened,  is  not  said.  But  it  is  likely,  that  some 
days  had  passed.  The  serpent  found  Eve  alone,  and  attempted  her  in  the  absence  of  the  man. 
Nor  would  his  insinuations  have  been  received,  we  mity  suppose,  ii*  he  had  suggested  disobedi- 
ence to  a  command,  that  was  but  jnst  then  given. 

Chap.  iii.  1.  |«  Now  the  serpent  was  more  subtle  than  any  beast  of  the  field,  which  God 
had  made."  It  is  generally  allowed,  that  here  was  the  contrivance  and  agency  of  Satan.  But 
Moses  speaks  only  of  the  outward  appearance  :  and  therein,  as  I  apprehend,  refers  to,  or  in- 
tends the  winding,  insinuating  motion  of  serpents.  "  And  he  said  unto  the  woman :  Yea  has 
God  said.  Ye  shall  not  eat  of  every  tree  of  the  garden  ?"  This  is  somewhat  abrupt,  and,  pos* 
sibly,  some  other  discourse  had  preceded.  However,  it  is  very  artful :  not  denying  what  waa 
most  true  and  certain :  but  insinuating,  th^t  it  was  very  strange,  if  such  a  prohibition  had  been^ 
delivered  to  them.  And,  possibly.  Eve  concluded,  that  she  was  now  addressed  by  some  angel, 
who  wished  them  well. 

Ver.  2.  "  And  the  woman  said  unto  the  serpent :  We  may  eat  of  the  fruit  of  the  trees  of 
the  garden."  Ver.  3.  *«  But  of  the  fruit  of  the  tree,  which  is  in  the  midst  of  the  garden,  God 
hath  said.  Ye  shall  not  eat  of  it :  neither  shall  ye  touch  it,  lest  ye  die."    By  which  we  perceive, 
that  the  woman  was  well  apprized  of  the  command,  and  the  strictness  of  it.    And,  probably,  she 
was  by,  when  it  was  delivered :  though  Adam  only  be  particularly  mentioned. 

Ver.  4.  "  And  the  serpent  said  unto  the  woman :  Ye  shall  not  surely  die."  Ver.  5.  "  For 
God  does  know,  that  in  the  day  you  eat  thereof,  then .  your  eyes  shall  be  opened,  and  ye  shall 
be  as  gods,  knowing  good  and  evil."  Which  last  words  may  be  thought  to  imply,  that  Eve  was 
not  without  an  apprehension  of  other  intelligent  beings,  distinct  from  God  the  creator  and 
man,  and  of  an  intermediate  order  between  both. 

In  this  discourse  the  serpent  insinuates  a  wrong  and  disadvantageous  opinion  of  the  Deity, 
as  envious  of  the  high  happiness  and  dignity  which  they  might  attain  to.  And  Eve  was  much 
to  blame,  for  admitting  suspicions  of  the  benevolence  of  him  that  made  them. 

4.  I  proceed  immediately  to  our  first  parents'  trangression,  the  accounts  of  that  and  the 
temptation  being  closely  connected. 

Ver.  6.  "  And  when  the  woman  saw  that  the  tree  was  good  for  food,  and  that  it  was  pleasant 
to  the  eyes,  and  a  tree  to  be  desired  to  make  one  wise,  she  took  of  the  fruit  thereof,  and  did 
eat,  and  gave  also  to  her  husband  with  her,  and  he  did  eat."  This  is  indeed  strange.  But 
from  the  serpent's  insinuations  she  had  admitted  a  dishonourable  and  disrespectful  thought  of 
the  Deity,  and  then  soon  lost  a  just  regard  to  the  command  he  had  given.  She  views  this 
dangerous  and  deadly  fruit  with  complacence.  She  looked  upon  this  prohibited  fruit,  till  she 
had  an  appetite  to  it,  conceived  of  it  as  good  food,  and  was  taken  with  its  beautiful  colour,  and 
possessed  with  a  persuasion,  that  her  curiosity  would  be  graftified  with  an  increase  of  knowledge* 
And  according  to  the  Mosaic  account,  which  is  concise,  when  Adam  came  up,  and  Eve  pre- 
sented him- with  some  of  the  same  forbidden  fruit,  he  took  it  at  her  hand,  and  did  eat  of  it.  The 
account,  I  say,  is  concise.  But  it  was  needless  to  be  more  particidar,  after  the  clear  account 
before  given  of  the  strict  prohibition.  Which  sets  Adam's  fault  in  a  conspicuous  view.  Possibly, 
the  woman  gave  Adam  an  account  of  what  the  serpent  had  said  to  her,  and  represented  it  to 
him,  with  tokens  of  her  approbation.    He  could  Ijave  no  temptation  beyond  what  had  been 
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presented  to  tbe  wonum^  beside  the  addition  of  her  offer  of  it.  Which,  as  it  seems,  was  no 
small  inducement  to  compliance,  and  to  do  as  she  had  done,  and  whatever  should  be  the  eveot 
to  share  as  she  did. 

Ver.  7.  **  And  the  eyes  of  them  both  were  opened,  and  they  knew  that  they  were  naked : 
and  they  sewed  [or  twisted]  fig-leaves  together,  and  made  themselves  aprons."  Upon  reflection, 
their  eyes  were  opened  in  a  different  sense  from  what  the  serpent  had  said,  and  they  were  filled 
with  shame,  not  knowing  what  to  think  of  themselves,  or  how  to  act.  But  they  soon  contrived 
a  slight  garment  as  for  a  covering. 

Ver.  8.  "  And  they  heard  the  voice  of  the  Lord  walking  in  the  garden,  in  the  cool  of  the 
day."  They  perceived  a  brisk  motion  of  the  air  coming  towards  them,  with  an  increasing  sound, 
that  was  awnil  to  them.  Or,  in  the  words  of  Bishop  Patrick  :  *  They  heard  the  sound  of  the 
•-  majestic  presence,  or  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  approaching  nearer  and  nearer  to  the  place  where 
f  they  were.*  "  And  Adam  and  his  wife  hid  themselves  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord  God  among 
the  trees  of  the  garden."  They  who  before  had  had  convei'se  with  God,  which  was  delightful, 
now  retire  into  the  closest,  and  most  shady  coverts,  to  avoid  the  Divine  appearance. 

Ver.  9.  "  And  the  Lord  God  called  unto  Adam,  and  said  unto  him :  Where  art  thou  ?  *' 
God  summoned  Adam  to  appear  before  him,  and  to  attend  to  what  he  should  say.  Ver.  10* 
••  And  he  said,  I  heard  thy  voice  in  the  midst  of  the  garden.  And  I  was  afraid,  because  I  was 
ndced.  And  I  hid  myself.'*  Ver.  11.  "  And  he  said :  Who  told  thee  that  thou  wast  naked? 
Hast  thou  eaten  of  the  tree  whereof  I  commanded  thee  that  thou  shouldest  not  eat?  Intimating, 
that  doubtless  that  was  the  occasion  of  all  this  confusion  and  disorder  of  mind,  and  of  his  shy- 
ness of  the  Divine  presence. 

Ver.  12.  "  And  the  man  said.  The  woman,  whom  thou  gavest  to  be  with  me,  she  gave  me 
of  the  tree,  and  I  did  eat.''  He  cannot  deny  his  ^uilt ;  but  he  puts  it  off^,  as  much  as  he  can, 
upon  the  woman.  And  tlie  more  to  excuse  himself  to  God,  he  says,  <<  the  woman,  whom  thou 
gavest  to  be  with  me——" 

Ver.  13.  "  And  tlie  Lord  God  said  unto  the  woman.  What  is  this  thou  hast  done  ?  And 
the  woman  said.  The  serpent  beguiled  me,  and  I  did  eat."  She  too  endeavours  to  cast  the  blame 
upon  another.  And  though  it  was  not  a  full  vindication  (far  from  it,)  yet  it  was  an  alleviation 
of  the  fault  It  would  have  been  much  worse.  If  she  had  eaten  of  her  own  accord,  without 
a  tempter. 

Ver.  14.  <<  And  the  Lord  God  said  unto  the  serpent.  Because  thou  hast  done  this,  thou  art 
cursed  above  all  cattle,  and  above  every  beast  of  tne  field.  Upon  tliy  belly  shalt  thou  go,  and 
dust  shalt  thou  eat  all  the  days  of  thy  life."  Ver.  15.  "  And  I  will  put  enmity  between  thee 
and  the  woman,  and  between  thy  seed  and  her  seed :  it  shall  bruise  thy  head,  and  thou  shalt 
bruise  his  heel." 

It  is  an  observation  of  an  ancient  Christian  writer,  in  Patrick  upon  ver.  14.  ^  That  though 
<  God  inflicted  punishments  upon  Adam  and  Eve,  yet  he  did  not  curse  them,  as  he  did  the  ser* 
«  pent,  they  standing  fair  for  a  restitution  to  his  favour.'  Undoubtedly,  it  must  have  been  com- 
fortable to  Adam  ami  Eve,  to  see  the  displeasure  of  God  against  the  serpent  that  had  seduced 
them.  Nor  were  they  presently  cut  off,  as  the  threatening,  annexed  to  disobedience,  seemed 
to  import.  Yea  God  speaks  of  die  woman's  se^d.  Therefore  they  were  not  to  die  immediately, 
but  were  to  have  a  posterity :  meaning  by  her  seed  men  in  general,  or  the  Messiah,  and  good 
men,  who  should  prevail  against  the  tempter  and  adversary,  though  they  would  suffer  some  in« 
juries  through  his  means :  and  calling  it  the  *^  woman's  seed,"  as  some  expositors  think,  to  mol- 
lify Adam,  and  prevent  his  displeasure  against  her,  who  had  led  him  into  wrong  conduct. 

Ver.  16.  «•  Unto  the  woman  he  said,  I  will  greatly  multiply  thy  sorrow,  and  thy  conception : 
in  sorrow  shalt  thou  bring  forth  thy  children:*'  that  is,  I  will  add  to  the  pain  and  sorrow  of 
child-bearing.  <«  And  thy  desire  shsdl  be  to  thy  husband,  and  he  shall  rule  over  thee.**  Thy 
will  shall  be  subject  to  thy  husband's.  So  it  was  before :  but  now  his  authority  might  be  more 
rigorous  and  severe  than  otherwise  it  would  have  been.  The  punishment  inflicted  on  Eve  ii 
suitable  to  the  conditibn  of  her  sex. 

Ver.  17.  "  Unto  Adam  he  said.  Because  thou  hast  hearkened  unto  the  voice  of  thy  wife 
^where  we  see  what  was  his  chief  temptation,  and  what  was  the  nearest  and  most  immediate 
inducement  to  him  to  transgress :)  and  ha^t  eaten  of  the  tree,  of  which  I  ccmunanded  thee, 
^yingt  Thou  ahalt  not  eat  of  it,  cursed  is  tbe  ground  for  thy  sake.    In  sorrow  shalt  thou  eat  of 
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it  all  the  days  of  thy  life/*  Yen  18.  <<  Thorns  also  and  thistles  shall  it  brinff  foiih  to  thee,  antf 
thou  shale  eat  of  the  herb  of  the  field/'  Ver.  19«  **  In  the  sweat  of  thy  face  shalt  thou  eat  breads 
till  thou  return  to  the  ground ;  for  out  of  it  wast  thou  taken.  For  dust  thou  art,  and  unto  dust 
shalt  thou  return/' 

This  part  of  the  sentence,  «*  returning  to  the  dust,*'  or  d3dng,  must  be  supposed  commoii 
to  both  the  man  and  the  woman.  And  so  far  the  first  sentence  takes  place.  Tney  did  not  di# 
immediately,  fiut  an  irreversible  sentence  of  death  passes  upon  them,  which  would  take  j^ace 
in  a  term  of  years,  when  God  saw  fit. 

The  rest  of  the  sentence  or  punishment  inflicted  on  Adam,  is  suitable  to  the  condition  of 
his  sex,  as  the  woman's  was  to  tier's,  whose  province,  as  the  apostle  excellently  describes  it, 
]  Tim.  V.  14.  is  to  '<  bear  children,  and  guide  the  house :"  whilst  the  man  has  the  charge  of 

5 providing  for  himself  and  the  family  by  his  care,  labour  and  industry.     The  punishment  there^ 
ore  laid  upon  Adam  is,  that  his  care,  and  toil,  and  labour,  should  now  for  the  future  be  in-^ 
creased  beyond  what  it  would  h^ve  been  otherwise. 

But  here  arise  objections,  relating  to  the  execution  of  the  several  sentences  pronounced  upo» 
the  serpent,  the  tempter,  and  the  two  transgressors.  The  sentence  upon  the  serpent  was,  **  Be- 
cause tnou  bast  done  this,  thou  art  cursed  above  all  cattle,  and  above  every  beast  of  the  field  r 
upon  thy  belly  shalt  thou  go,  and  dust  shalt  thou  eat  all  the  days  of  thy  life." 

This  is  thought  a  difficulty.  And  it  is  asked  :  Did  not  serpents  go  upon  the  belly  before  ? 
Was  not  that  their  ordinary  motion  always  ?  How  else  should  they  be  serpents,  if  they  wanted 
that  which  is  their  proper  nature  ?  With  regard  then  to  this,  and  the  two  other  sentences  of 
punishment  pronounced  upon  Eve,  and  upon  Adam,  I  would  observe.  It  seems  to  me  probabler 
that  God  foresaw  the  event ;  and  that  though  Adam  was  made  innocent  and  upright,  yet  he 
would  fall.  This  being  foreseen,  there  were  dispositions  made  in  the  original  formation  o( 
things,  which  would  be  suitable  to  what  happened*  Therefi>re  the  alterations  to  be  made  upon 
the  transgression  of  the  first  pair,  were  not  very  great  and  extraordinary.  That  is,  there  needed 
not  any  great  alteration  in  the  form  of  serpents,  nor  in  the  woman's  make  and  constitution^  nor 
10  the  temper  of  the  ground  to  accomplish  what  is  mentioned  as  a  punishment  upon  each. 

Serpents  there  were  before  the  fall,  as  is  manifest.  'And  their  winding,  insinuating  motion 
is  referred  to.  Nor  did  God  now,  afler  the  fall,  create  any  new  species  ^  plants,  as  ''  thorns 
and  thistles,"  to  exercise  Adam's  patience.  There  were  already  formed  plants  and  herbs,  that 
were  not  immediately  useful  for  food,  and  would  occasion  an  increase  of  labour  and  toil.  And 
doubtless  there  were  also  lions,  and  tigers,  and  other  like  creatures:  all  originally  made  within 
the  compass  of  the  six  day's  creation,  and  all  good  and  wisely  designed,  as  a  restraint  upon 
man,  according  as  his  temper  and  circumstances  should  prove :  to  humble  him,  and  to  render 
him  sensible  of  his  weakness  in  himself,  and  his  dependence  upon  God :  and  to  make  him 
thankful  for  all  his  distinctions,  that  he  might  be  induced  to  give  the  praise  of  all  his  preroga- 
tives and  pre-eminences  to  him  from  whom  they  came  :  who  had  made  him  to  differ,  with  ad- 
vantage, from  the  re§t  of  the  living  creatures  of  this  earth :  but  had  also  shown,  in  a  proper 
measure,  his  wisdom  and  power  in  them,  as  well  as  in  him,  and  indeed,  is  wise  and  holy,  great 
and  admirable  in  all  his  works. 

Nor  does  it  appear  that  the  whole  earth  though  fitted  for  great  fertili^,  was  made  paradisaical. 
For,  according  to  Moses,  paradise  was  a  garden,  a  spot  of  ground  whicn  God  planted,  a  certain 
district  or  territory,  designed  for  the  accommodation  of  man,  and  the  living  creatures  with  him» 
in  a  state  of  innocence.  When  Adam  therefore  was  turned  out  of  paradise,  he  would  find  a 
difference. 

It  follows  at  ver.  SO.  **  And  Adam  called  his  wife's  name  Eve,  because  she  was  the  mother 
of  all  living." 

When  this  was  done,  is  not  absolutely  certain.  Moses  does  not  say  when.  -And  as  he  seems 
not  always  to  keep  the  order  of  time,  it  may  be  questioned  whether  this  was  done  very  soon 
afler  the  sentence  had  been  pronounced  upon  them }  or  not  till  after  the  woman  had  brought 
forth,  and  was  the  mother  of  a  living  child. 

Ver.  21.  <<  Unto  Adam  also,  and  to  his  wife»  did  the  Lord  God  make  coats  of  skins,  and 
clothed  them." 

It  is  very  likely  that  this  is  not  mentioned  in  the  order  of  time.  For  it  precedes  the  account 
of  expelling  Adam  and  Eve  out  of  paradise :  whereas  it  cannot  be  easily  supposed  that  it  waSi 
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done  so  soon.  It  must  be  reckoned  probable;  that  immediately  afler  the  trans^ssion  of  our 
first  parents,  and  pronouncing  sentence  upon  them,  they  were  driven  out  of  paradise.  But  coats 
of  skins  could  not  be  had  till  some  time  ii\eT  the  fall :  for  as  all  the  brute  creatures  were  made 
by  pairs,  some  time  must  have  been  allowed  for  their  increase,  before  any  could  be  slain  in  the 
way  of  sacrifice,  or  otherwise^ 

Some  of  the  Jewish  writers  indeed  have  understood  this  literally :  **  that  unto  Adam  and  his 
wife  God  did  make  coats  of  skins  and  clothed  them:**  that  is,  he  created  for  them  such  gar- 
ments. Then  there  would  be  no  occasion  to*  take  from  any  of  the  beasts ;  but  the  more  likely 
meaning  is,  that  by  Divine  instniction  and  direction  they  mode  to  themselves  coats  of,  skins: 
and  it  may  be  supposed^  that  they  were  but  rough  and  unpolishedv 

Understand  tnese  words,  as  we  generally  do,  that  by  Divine  instruction,  and  with  the  Divine 
approbation,  Adam  and  Eve  clothea  themselves  with  the  skins  of  slain  beasts,  of  sheep,  or  goats, 
or  other  living  creatures :  I  should  be  much  inclined  to  think  that  Moses  inserted  this  particular, 
as  evidence  thai  God  himself  approved  of  clothing  the  body  with  proper  and  sufficient  covering, 
as  a  ground  and  foundation  of  that  decency,  which  is  necessary  to  be  observed  by  so  sociable  a 
creature  as  man,  and  in  his  present  circumstances.  And  if  the  rough  skins  of  beasts  were  used 
then,  a  more  agreeable  and  more  ornamental  clothing  would  not  be  unlawful  or  sinful  hereafter: 
when  farther  improvements  in  ar^s  afnd  sciences  should  be  made  by  the  wit  and  industry  of  man: 
provided  it  were  but  suitable  to  the  ability  and  condition  of  persons.  And,  for  certain,  a  great 
variety  of  circums^nces  was  very  likely  to  arise  in  a  numerous  race  of  beings. 

I  say,  if  this  be  the  meaning  of  the  words,  as  they  are  generally  understood,  I  should  be 
much  disposed  to  think,  that  Moses  inserted  this  particular,  to  prevent  all  scruples  upon  this 
head ;  for  though  a  thing  be  in  itself  reasonable,  and  highly  expedient ;  yet  there  is  nothing 
that  so  effectually  puts  ejections  to  silence,  as  a  divine  precept  or  precedent 

However,  there  is  a  very  learned  and  diligent  expositor  (A  scripture,*  who  explains  this  text 
in  a  different  manner.  He  does  not  deny,  that  the  original  word  is  used  for  coat  or  clothing : 
but  yet  he  thinks  the  word  rendered  coats,  signifies  tents  or  tabernacles :  which  would  be  more 
needful  than  clothing  in  that  warm  climate  near  paradise.  Nor  would  the  first  pair,  he  thinks, 
need  there  so  thick  and  heavy  a  clothing  as  that  of  the  skins  of  beasts.  Nevertheless,  I  do  but 
just  mention  this  sense :  for  that  of  our  translation  is  generally  approved  of  both  by  Jevrish  and 
Christian  interpreters. 

Ver.  S2.  <<  And  the  Lord  God  said :  Behold,  the  man  is  become  as  one  of  us,  to  know  good 
and  evil.*' 

Calvin's  remark  upon  this  verse  is  exactly  to  this  purpose:  *  Whereas,*  says  he,  many  Chris- 
«  tians  from  this  place  draw  the  doctrine  of  a  trinity  of  persons  in  the  Deity,  I  fear  the  argument 
« is  not  solid.*  So  that  great  man.  And  indeed,  though  Moses  gives  no  particular  account  of 
the  creation  of  angels,  jret  their  existence  is  supposed  in  several  parts  of  this  history :  and  what 
reason  could  there  be  for  saying,  upon  this  occasion,  that  man  was  become  like  one  of  the  Divine 
persons  ?  It  may  therefore  be  reckoned  very  likely  that  here  is  a  reference  to  the  angelical  order 
of  bein^,  supposed  to  be  more  perfect  and  more  knowing  than  man. 

Still  ver,  22,  *«  And  now  lest  he  put  forth  his  hand,  and  take  also  of  the  tree  of  life,  and  live 
for  ever.**       • 

The  expression  is  elliptical.  Somewhat  is  to  be  supplied,  and  to  this  effect.  *  Now  care 
«  must  be  had,  that  he  take  not  of  the  tree  of  life,  and  live  for  ever.*  This  seems  to  implj^,  what 
was  formerly  hinted,  that  the  tree  of  life  was  salutary  and  healing,  and  might  be  useful  in  case 
of  hurts,  and  injuries,  and  decays.  But  man  having  transgressed  in  eating  of  the  fruit  forbidden 
him,  and  having  incurred  the  threatened  sentence ;  f  which  too  had  been  pronounced  upon  him :) 
it  was  by  no  means  fit  he  should  eat  of  the  tree  of  lite :  the  fruit  of  whicn  might  have  rendered 
him  immortal,  or  however  prolonged  his  days  to  a  period  that  was  not  suited  to  the  circumstances 
into  which  he  had  brought  himself  by  wilful  transgression.  There  is  an  allusion  to  this  design, 
or  this  virtue  of  the  tree  of  life  in  Rev.  xxii.  2.  ««  And  in  the  midst  of  the  street  of  it,  and  on 
either  side  the  river  was  there  the  tree  of  life—  And  the  leaves  of  the  tree  were  for  healing 
the  nations.** 

Ver.  23,  24.  "  Therefore  the  Lord  God  sent  him  forth  from  the  garden  of  Eden,  to  till  the 

f  Vi<L  J.  Cleric.  Comm.  in  Gen.  iii.  7,  et  21.  ^  Quodautem  eliciunt  ex  hoc  loco  Cbristlani  doclrinam  de  tribus 

in  Deo  penonis^  rereor  ne  satit  flnnum  sit  argumentum.    Comm.  in  Gen.  iii.  22. 
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ground,  from  whence  he  was  taken.  So  he  drove  out  the  man.  And  he  placed  at  the  east  c^ 
the  garden  of  Eden  cherubims,  and  a  flaming  sword,  ^hich  turned  every  way,  to  keep  the  way 
of  the  tree  of  life/' 

The  design  of  all  which  seems  to  be  to  intimate,  that  the  sentence  of  death,  pronounced 
upon  man,  was  peremptory  and  irreversible.  He  was  by  no  means  to  attain  to  immortality  in 
this  world,  but  suffer  the  change  of  death,  or  the  dissolution  of  soul  and  body,  and  return  to  the 
dust,  out  of  which  he  was  taken. 

The  text  speaks  expressly  of  "  man**  only.  But  all  allow  tliat  the  "  woman"  is  included, 
and  must  be  understood*  And  are  we  not  also  to  conclude,  that  the  living  creatures  were  all  to 
follow  Adam,  and  leave  paradise.  There  was  no  need  to  mention  them.  They  accompanied 
him  who  had  dominion  over  them. 

Man  is  sent  forth  <<  to  till  the  ground,'*  in  doing  which  he  would  have  more  labour  than  he 
would  have  had  in  paradise.  His  employment  is  described  by  tilling  the  ground.  For  that 
would  be  his  main  work,  as  his  diet,  for  some  while  at  least,  would  be  chiefly  vegetable.  At  the 
entrance  into  Eden,  by  which  Adam  was  driven  out,  were  placed  cherubim,  or  angels,  with  a 
bright  appearance,  more  than  ordinary,  which  rendered  it  awful. 

It  would  be  too  curious,  I  apprehend,  to  inquire  what  became  of  that  delightful  garden,  or 
spot  of  ground,  in  which  Adam  and  Eve  were  first  placed  by  their  bountiuil  Maker.  If  it 
subsisted  for  a  while,  it  may  be  supposed  to  have  been  destroyed  by  the  Hood,  and  possibly 
before. 

I  have  now  surveyed  the  account  of  the  creation  and  fall  of  man*  And  though  I  have  not 
made  use  of  the  notion  of  its  being  allegorical,  which  usually  leaves  too  much  room  for  fancv,  and 
for  a  variety  of  imaginations,  many  of  which,  if  not  aU,  would  be  conjectural:  yet^  possibly,  all 
is  not  exact  history,  nor  every  thing  put  in  order  of  time. 

One  instance  of  this,  I  think,  we  nave  plainly  seen  ip  the  latter  part  of  this  chapter:  where 
Ood*s  making  coats  for  Adam  and  Eve  is  mentioned  before  their  expulsion  from  paradise: 
whereas  it  is  very  probable  it  was  after  it. 

Another  thing  seems  to  be  transposed  in  the  Mosaic  account.  The  living  creatures  are 
represented  to  be  brought  to  Adam,  to  see  tiow  he  would  call  them,  before  Eve  was  made.  But 
it  is  not  easy  to  conceive  how  that  should  be  done  on  the  very  sixth  day  of  the  creation,^  when 
Eve  was  made.  It  might  be  rather  done  some  time  after  it.  But  Moses  places  that  transaction 
as  he  has  done,  the  more  to  show  the  importance  of  the  woman's  creation,  though  it  might  in 
time  succeed  it. 

And  there  might  be  some  other  things  instanced  in,  which  need  not  to  be  literally  taken,  as 
here  related  in  the  utmost  strictness  of  interpretation. 

In  this  account  of  Moses  we  have  the  origin  of  things.  It  is  what  speculative  minds,  in  all 
ages,  and  in  almost  all  parts  of  the  world,  have  been  employed  about.  God  is  good ;  but  how 
to  account,  then,  for  evil,  is  a  difficulty  which  lias  greatly  engaged  and  perplexed  mankind. 

In  this  relation  of  Moses  is  set  before  us  the  origin  of  moral  and  penal  evil  of  sin,  and 
diseases,  and  death,  of  the  uncommon  pains  of  child-bearinff  women,  and  of  the  great  pains  and 
labour  which  man  takes  for  tlie  providing  the  necessaries  of  life. 

And  though,  as  has  been  owned,  the  Mosaic  account  is  not  free  from  difficulties,  there 
never  was  a  better  given  by  any.  And  consider  Moses  only  as  a  philosopher,  or  law-giver 
separate  from  the  character  of  an  inspired  writer,  his  account  of  the  creation,  and  of  the 
primitive  state  of  man,  and  his  fall,  is  worthy  of  respect.  And  we  have  reason  to  be  thankful 
for  it. 

I  shall  now  mention  some  observations  in  the  way  of  corollary. 

I.  All  thin^  were  originally  as  they  came  out  of  the  hand  of  God,  good,  and  were  made  by 
him  in  great  wisdom. 

After  the  history  of  the  six  days*  creation,  and  of  man  in  particular,  it  is  added  by  Moses^  at 
the  end  of  the  first  chapter  of  this  book :  "  And  God  saw  every  tiling  that  he  had  made, 
and  behold  it  was  very  good.  And  the  evening  and  the  morning  were  the  sixth  day.'! 
And  Solomon,  having  with  great  diligence  employed  his  active  and  capacious  mind  in  surveying 
the  a£&irs  of  this  world,  and  having  observed  many  instances  of  vanity  and  vexation  therein,  ana 
particularly  the  great  degeneracy  ^mankind,  says :  «*  This  have  I  found,'*  of  this  I  see  reason 
to  be  fully  satined,  **  Uiat  God  made  man  upright :  but  they  have  sought  out  many  inveh« 
tions,"  Ecc.  vii.  29. 
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I(*  We  are  here  Ud  to  observe  the  dignity  of  the  human  nature,  whtch  is  so  set  before  us, 
that  it  miffht  not  be  overlooked,  but  might  be  regarded,  and  taken  notice  of  by  every  one. 

Gen.  1.  S6.  "  And  God  said.  Let  us  make  man  in  our  image,  after  our  likeness/'  Every 
word  shows  the  dignity  of  the  human  nature.  God  is  represented  as  proceeding  to  the  forma- 
tion of  man  with  dekberation  and  consultation.  He  makes  him  himself.  He  does  not  say  : 
•^  Let  the  earth  now  bring  forth  man.'*  *'  But,  "  Let  us  make  man.**  And  still  farther :  "  m 
our  image,  after  our  likeness.**  His  dignity  is  also  signified  in  what  follows.  "  And  let  thera 
have  dominion  over  the  fish  of  the  sea,  and  over  the  fowl  of  the  air,  and  over  the  cattle,  and 
over  all  the  earth.**  This  thought,  of  man*s  having  dominion  over  all  things  in  this  earth,  and 
being  lord  of  all  tlie  creatures  therein,  seldom  occurs,  as  I  apprehend,  in  heathen  writings,  but 
it  is  a  great  and  just  notion,  and  is  a  privilege  which  man  still  enjoys  in  great  measure. 

This  notion  of  the  dignity  of  the  human  nature  leads  us  to  two  reflections :  first,  man,  who 
has  been  made  so  excellent,  and  has  dominion  over  other  creatures,  should  act  according  to  his 
dimity,  as  reasonable,  and  superior  to  other  creatures  on  this  earth,  and  should  scorn  every 
thing  that  is  mean,  base,  impure,  and  cruel. 

Another  thought,  which  the  dignity  of  the  human  nature  leads  ns  to,  is  this :  that  we  can 
thence  argue  with  great  probability;  if  not  with  absolute  certainty,  that  God  will  not  lose  this 
creature  man,  or  suffer  him  to  be  for  ever  and  totally  lost.  If  man  perish  and  be  lost,  to  what 
purpose  was  this  earth  formed  ?  And  of  what  use  are  all  things  therein^  if  man,  to  whom 
dominion  over  them  was  given,  be  taken  away  ?  and  if  he  live  not  to  take  pleasure  in,  admire,, 
use,  and  improve,  the  rich  and  costly  furniture  with  which  this  earth  is  adorned  ?  It  is  moreover 
highly  probable,  that  his  time  on  this  earth  is  not  the  whole  period  of  his  existence.  So  we  may 
argue  firom  the  consideration  of  the  superior  dignity  of  the  human  nature.  And  we  may  see- 
hereafter,  that  the  argument  is  not  inconclusive  but  rightly  framed. 
III.  All  mankind  have  proceeded  from  one  pair^ 

Of  this  we  could  not  be  now  absolutely  sure,  without  some  good  authority,  or  well  attested 
tradition ;  but  it  is  the  account  of  Moses,  the  greatest  law-giver  that  ever  was,  and  an  inspired 
prophet  of  God.  The  great  resemblance  of  mankind  in  the  several  parts  of  the  world  might  be 
some  ground  of  this  supposition  ;  but  it  would  not  be  full  proof.  Fi)r  many  pairs,  resembling. 
each  other,  might  have  been  formed  by  God,  the  Creator,  at  once,  in  several,  and  remote 
countries,  that  the  earth  might  be  soon  peopled  thereby.  But  the  account  of  Moses,  I  suppose, 
may  be  relied  upon.  Nor  ought  difference  of  complexion,  and  some  other  lesser  things,  to  het 
reckoned  a  valid  objection  :  for  difference  of  climates,  with  the  varieties  of  air,  earth,  Abater,  and 
the  lesser  or  greater  degrees  of  the  sun*s  heat,,  will  make  sensible  alterations  and  differences  in 
one  and  the  same  species.  St.  Paul  observes  to  the  Athenians,  that  "  God  had  made  of  one 
blood,  all  nations  ot  men,  for  to  dwell  on  all  the  fiice  of  the  earth,**  Acts  xvii.  26.  And  though, 
as  before  said,  the  great  resemblance  of  the  human  frame  and  powers  in  the  several  parts  of  the- 
world  may  not  be  a  demonstrative  argument  to  us,  that  all  came  from  one  pair:  yet  this  account 
of  Moses  is  much  confirmed  by  the  great  agreement  between  the  several  nations  of  the  earth  in 
bodily  frame,  and  intellectual  powers,  like  desires,  and  passions,  imd  diseases,  and  in  universal 
liableness  to  death.. 

This  leads  us  to  twa  reflections;  One  is,,  the  remarkable  effect  of  the  Divine  blessing, 
bestowing  such  fruitftilness>  that  by  one  pair  the  vast  circumference  of  this  earth  should  be  gra- 
dually peopled,  manured^  and  improved.^ 

The  second  is,  that  all  men  ought  to  love  one  another  as  brethren,  for  they  are  all  descended 
from  the  same  parents^  and  eannot  but  have  like  powers,  and  weaknesses,  and  wants.  Solomon 
says,  Prov.  xxvii.  19^  "  As  in  waiter,**  or  any  other  mirror,  «  face  answers  to  face,  so  the  heart 
of  man  to  man.'*  By  considering  ourselves  we  may  know  others :  what  they  want,  how  we 
may  relieve  and  comfort  them.  And  this  thought  should  abate  exorbitant  pride ;  for,  notwith* 
standing  some  differences  of  outward  condition,  we  have  all  the  same  nature,  and  are  brethren. 

IV.  The  Mosaic  account  teaches  the  only  right  order  of  marriage,  that  is,  of  one  man,  and 
one  woman. 

When  the  pharisees^  came  to  our  Lord  with  a  question  about  divorce,  they  being  then  accus- 
tomed to  polygamy,  and  to  frequent  and  easy  divorces,  he  immediately  answers  them,  and  puts 
them  to  silence,  by  referring-  them  to  the  Mosaic  account  of  the  creation  of  the  first  pair,  and 
the  Divine  institution  of  marriage.    Careful  observations  upon  the  increase  of  mankmd  have 
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fihown  us,  that  the  number  of  males  and  females  born  into  the  worid  is  near  equal.  Coiiise* 
quently,  great  inconveniences  would  ensue  from  a  perversion  of  the  right  order  of  marriage. 
Nevertheless,  nothing  can  be  so  effectual,  to  put  and  keep  things  in  a  right  course,  as  Divine 
authority,  like  that  in  the  Mosaic  account  of  the  creation. 

V.  Another  thing  taught  in  this  account  of  the  origin  of  things,  is  the  lawfulness,  purity^ 
and  innocence  of  the  Aiarried  state.  '^ 

For  God  made  man  male  and  female,  and  marriage  was  instituted  in  the  primitive  state  of 
innocence.  Chap.  i.  $27,  ^8.  '<  And  God  created  man  in  his  own  image  :  in  tne  inuge  of  God 
created  he  him :  male  and  fenfale  created  he  them.  And  God  blessed  them,  and  God  said  unto 
them :  Be  fruitful,  and  multiply,  and  replenish  the  earth,  and  subdue  it.''  Not  now  to  recite 
again  the  farther  account  of  the  formation  of  the  woman  in  the  second  chapter.  Doubtless  this 
account  of  Moses  has  been  of  great  service  in  all  ages,  to  remove  or  prevent  scruples,  and  to 
restrain  those,  who  from  mistaken  notions,  or  wrong  views,  have  been  oisposed  to  prohibit,  or  to 
discourage  marriage. 

But  though  all  are  at  liberty  to  marry,  if  they  please,  yet  our  Saviour,*  as  well  as  St.  Paul,^ 
seems  to  intimate  the  commendableness  of  the  single  life  m  some,  if  they  are  masters  of  their 
own  purpose,  and  if  they  prefer  it,  that  they  may  serve  God  with  less  distraction,  and  greater 
freedom  from  the  cares  of  this  life:  if  tkey  choose  to  deny  themselves,  and  to  give  themselves 
wholly  up  to  the  service  of  others  in  spreading  the  prinoiples  of  religion,  or  promoting  the  interest 
of  civil  society,  in  any  cases  of  emergency::  provided  also,  that  they  herein  act  without  ostenta- 
tion, and  do  not  overvalue  themselves  on  this  account,  nor  at  aU  despise  others ;  then  there  may 
be  some  commendableness  in  the  -single  life.  Nevertheless,  after  all,  it  may  be  reckoned  probable, 
that  there  are  not,  and  cannot  be,  many  instances  of  the  single  liib  with  all  the  above-mentioned 
qualifications. 

VI.  The  Mosaic  account  of  the  origin  of  things  teaches  the  duty  of  the  sexes  to  each  other 
in  the  married  istate. 

This  aocouat  teaches  this,  and  is  designed  so  to  do.  The  design  is  so  apparent,  that  it  may 
possibly,  lead  some  to  question,  whether  there  is  not  some  studied  contrivance  in  the  narration* 
And  if  *  aU  is  history,  and  things  were  so  performed  in  the  order  here  related,  it  may  be  es- 
teemed unquestionable,  that  things  were  so  done,  particularly,  that  God  created  the  man  and 
the  woman  in  this  manner,  and  in  this  order,  on  purpose  to  convey  these  instructions.  So 
therefore  argues  St.  PauL  1  Cor.  xi.  7>  8,  9.  "  For  the  man  is  the  image  and  gloiyof  God;  but 
the  woman  is  the  glory  of  the  man.  Neither  was  the  man  created  for  the  woman,  but  the 
woman  for  the  man.**  And  in  another  place,  1  Tim.  ii.  12,  13,  14.  "  But  I  suffer  not  a  woman 
to  teach,  or  to  usurp  authority  over  the  man,  but  to  be  in  silence.  For  Adam  was  first  formed* 
then  Eve.**  Here  he  adds  also:  ^  And  Adam  was  not  deceived,  but  the  woman  being  deceived 
was  in  the  transgression.** 

Indeed  all  nations  by  their  own  reason  and  observation  have  discerned  the  same,  and  have 
allotted  to  men  the  cabinet  of  princes,  the  senate,  and  courts  of  judicature,  as  well  as  the 
command  of  navies  and  armies.  But  there  are  two  ways  of  teaching  one  and  the  same  thin^« 
One  is  by  reason,  the  other  is  by  facts  related  in  a  certain  order,  and  clothed  with  certam 
circumstances.  And  this  latter  method  maybe  least  offensive,  and  as  efiectual  as  die  other. 
For  comparisons  between  equals,  or  nearly  so,  are  odious  ajid  disagreeable*  Few  or  none 
can  bear  to  insist  upon  majesty  of  countenance,  bulk  and  strength  of  body,  compass  of 
knowledge,  and  solidity  of  judgment,  as  grounds  of  siq>eriority  and  pre««minence :  when  too 
there  may  be  on  the  other  side  advantages  of  a  different  kind,  tliat  will  bring  the  balance  very 
nigh,  if  not  quite,  to  an  equilibre.  The  Mosaic  narration  affords  a  better,  as  it  is  a  softer,  argu- 
ment. Ch.  ii.  7.  <'  And  the  Lord  God  formed  man  of  the  dust  of  the  ground,  and  breathed 
into  his  nostrils  the  breath  of  life.  And  man  became  a  living  soul.*'  Aflerwards  ver,  18.  ••  And 
the  Lord  God  said.  It  is  not  good  that  man  should  be  alone.  I  will  make  him  an  help  meet  for 
him.*'  Ver.  21,  22.  **  And  he  took  one  of  his  ribs — —  And  the  rib  which  the  Lord  God  had 
taken  from  man,  made  he  a  woman,  and  brought  her  unto  the  man.**  All  which  affords 
excellent  instruction.  And  if  this  account  teaches  yidding  of  will  and  desire  on  the  one  hand» 
it  does  as  strongly  enforce  protection,  love  and  tenderness  on  the  other:  the  performance  <^ 
wbtcli,  suitably,  on  each  side,  it  is  likely,  will  secure  mutual  comfort  and  happiness. 

*  Matt.  xix.  ♦  I  Cot.  vK. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


qf  the  Creation  and  Fall  qfMan.  457 

VII.  Man  wa5  put  upon  a  fair  and  equitable  trials  and  fell  from  hi3  primitive  state  of  happi- 
ness by  his  own  fault. 

Ch,  ii.  16, 17.  **  And  the  Lord  God  commanded  the  man,  saying,  Of  every  tree  in  the  garden 
thou  may  est  freely  eat;  but  of  the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good  and  evil  thou  shalt  not  eat.  For 
in  the  day  that  thou  eatest  thereof,  thou  shalt  surely  die.'* 

Divines  of  all  denominations,  I  think,  are  agreed  that  Adam  had  freedom  of  will,  power  to 
choose  and  to  refu3e.  Good  and  evil  were  set  before  him.  Nor  was  it  a  difficult  thing  to  avoid 
the  prohibited  fruit;  and  yet  he  was  induced  to  eat  of  it. 

VIII.  If  Adam,  who  was  made  upright,  was  overcome  by  temptation,  we  ought  to  be  upon 
our  guard. 

This  is  a  duty  inculcated  upon  all  of  us  by  our  excellent  Lord  and  Master.  Especially 
ought  we  to  guard  against  disadvantageous  and  dishonourable  thoughts  of  the  Deity.  By  this 
means,  as  much  as  any,  the  subtle  serpent  prevailed  upon  and  deceived  Eve.  Ch.  iii.  1.  <*  Yea 
has  God  said.  Ye  shall  not  eat  of  every  tree  of  the  garden  ?  '*— —  Ver.  5.  "  For  God  does 
know,  that  in  the  day  ye  eat  thereof  your  eyes  shall  be  opened,  and  ye  shall  be  as  gods,  knowing 
good  and  evil/'  All  dishonourable  sentiments  of  God,  as  unmerciful,  illiberal,  rigid,  and  in- 
exorable, except  upon  terms  of  strict  justice,  are  as  false  as  those  here  suggested  by  the  serpent^ 
or  rather  by  Satan:  and  if  hearkened  to,  will  have  a  bad  influence  upon  us,  and  lead  us  astray 
from  him  who  is  the  source  of  our  happiness. 

IX.  The  fall  of  our  first  parents  is  not  only  an  argument  to  watch  ourselves,  but  also  to 
watch  over  others.    Says  St.  Paul,  2  Cor.  xi.  2,  3,  <*  I  am  jealous  over  you  with  a  godly  jealousy 

'        For  I  fear,  lest  by  any  means,  as  the  serpent  beguiled  Eve  through  his  subtlety,  so  your 
minds  should  be  corrupted  from  the  simplicity  that  is  in  Christ.** 

X.  The  sentence  pronounced  by  God  upon  our  first  parents  for  their  transgression  was  mild 
and  equitable:  or  it  was  a  just  sentence  tempered  with  mercy. 

The  whole  process  of  the  judgment  shows  this,  as  related  by  Moses.  First,  Adam  is  sum- 
moned. He  could  not  deny  that  he  had  eaten  the  forbidden  fruit :  but  he  has  an  excuse ;  not 
a  very  good  one,  yet  an  excuse  it  is.  "  The  woman  whom  thou  gavest  to  be  with  me,  she  gave 
me  of  the  tree,  and  I  did  eat."  The  woman  too  had  tasted  of  the  forbidden  fruit,  and  had  first 
tasted.  She  likewise  has  an  excuse  and  apology;  and  though  not  sufficient,  yet  of  some 
moment.  <^  And  the  woman  said.  The  serpent  beguiled  me,  and  I  did  eat.''  Still  farther,  God 
begins  with  pronouncing  sentence  upon  the  serpent,  which  must  have  been  exceeding  com- 
fortable to  our  first  parents.  And  an  intimation  is  given,  that  tlie  *'  seed  of  the  woman''  should 
prevail  against  the  serpent :  or,  that  the  cause  of  truth  and  innocence,  religion  and  virtue,  and 
the  true  interest  and  happiness  of  man,  should  prevail  and  take  place  in  the  end. 

And  though  afterwards  there  are  distinct  and  several  sentences  pronounced  upon  each,  evea 
upon  Adam  and  Eve ;  and  the  sentence  of  death,  as  common  to  both  :  yet  they  are  not  imme- 
diately destroyed,  but  have  time  afibrded  for  repentance. 

We  cannot  forbear  therefore  to  observe  the  justice  and  equity  of  the  Divine  Being.  Man 
must  die,  but  not  immediately.  And  he  would  meet  with  arguments  to  establish  his  resolutions 
for  obedience  to  the  will  of  God,  and  for  performing  the  duties  of  his  present  condition.  The 
angels  that  fell  appear  not  to  have  had  any  mercy  shown  them:  they,  it  is  likely,  had  no  tempter. 
Herein,  then,  there  is  a  difference  between  man  and  them.  God  in  his  great  goodness  and 
equity  considers  this,  and  treats  man  accordingly.  Tliis,  as  well  as  other  thmgs,  sTiould  induce 
us  to  acknowledge  the  goodness  of  God,  and  to  guard  against  all  those  sentiments  that  impeach 
it.  God  is  the  fountain  of  goodness.  God  therefore  is  the  most  merciful  and  most  equitable 
being  in  the  universe. 

XI.  The  Mosaic  account  may  lead  us  to  think,  that  some  magnify  the  consequences  of  the 
fall  of  our  first  parents. 

The  sin  of  Adam  was  the  introduction  of  death,  and  of  the  miseries  of  this  life.  And  so  far 
his  sin  is  imputed  to  his  descendants,  that  they  all  become  liable  to  the  sentence  of  natural  death. 
Aa  St.  Paul  says,  Rom.  v.  12.  "  By  one  man  sin  entered  into  the  world,  and  death  by  sin. 
And  so  death,"  a  sentence  of  death,  "  passed  upon  all  men."  This  is  not  to  be  denied ;  nor  is 
it  any  impeachment  of  the  Divine  justice  or  goodness.  For  God  might  have  made  man  at  first 
mortal,  only  supposing  a  future  state:  and  that  all  things  here,  comforts  and  sorrows,  be  designed 
and  ordered,  as  preparatory  and  disciplinary  for  another  and  better  state. 
VOL*  V.  3  ii 
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But  beside  this,  some  assert*  that  the  descendants  of  Adam  derive  from  him  a  vitiated  and 
corrupted  nature,  unable  and  averse  to  good,  and  inclined  to  evil.  But  where  is  this  taught, 
either  in  this  origin  of  things  now  before  us,  or  in  any  other  part  of  scripture  ?  And  would  not 
this  be,  in  reality,  to  make  God  the  author  of  sin?  Is  not  this  imitating  guilty  Adam,  who  said: 
"  The  woman  whom  thou  gavest  to  be  with  me,  she  gave  me,  and  I  did  eat/'  But  if  men  could 
allege  a  vitiated  nature,  it  would  be  a  better  apology  than  that  of  Adam.  The  bad  conduct,  and 
the  solicitations  of  the  woman,  could  be  no  more  at  the  utmost  than  a  temptation  from  without. 
But  nature  is  inborn,  and  the  man  himself.  If  a  bad  nature  be  derived  to  him  without  his  own 
fault,  the  evil  is  past  remedy,  and  quite  out  of  his  power.  And  if  bad  actions  flow  from  a  bad 
nature,  he  is  scarce  accountable  for  them.  They  must  be  put  to  the  account  of  nature,  and  the 
author  of  it. 

Besides,  what^  reason  is  there  to  apprehend  so  great  an  alteration  made  in  the  nature  and 

Sowers  of  man  by  Adam's  transgression  ?  Is  there  an  immense  difference  between  Adam  and 
is  posterity?  Adam  was  made  innocent:  but  his  virtue  was  not  confirmed.  How  easily  were 
Adam  and  Eve  misled  and  drawn  into  transgression !  Is  it  not  very  strange  that,  in  their  circum- 
stances, they  should  not  be  satisfied  without  tasting  of  the  tree  of  tlie  knowledge  of  good  and  evil : 
when  the  prohibition  was  so  express  and  strict,  and  they  enjoyed  great  plenty  of  other  things?  Tlie 
positive  law,  delivered  to  Adam,  forbidding  him  to  touch  the  fruit  of  that  one  tree,  was  a  proper 
trial  of  his  virtue.  For  it  cannot  be  doubted,  that  he  was  obliged  to  respect  this  law  of  his 
Creator ;  and  if  he  should  disobey  it,  that  must  be  owing  to  some  defect  or  failure  of  moral 
virtue,  as  before  obser\'ed. 

Let  us,  then,  not  be  unwilling  to  consider,  whether  the  consequences  of  the  fall  of  our  first 
parents  be  not  aggravated  by  some:  and  let  us  be  careful  not  to  admit  any  schemes  which  are 
derogatory  to  God's  honour,  and  which  countenance  or  justify  men  in  their  allowed  weaknesses, 
or  wilful  transgressions. 

XII.  Finally,  from  the  Mosaic  account  of  the  origin  of  things,  and  the  explication  which 
has  been  now  given  of  it,  we  may  be  enabled  to  perceive,  that  the  permission  of  the  fall  of  our 
first  parents,  with  the  consequences  of  it,  is  no  reflection  upon  the  wisdom  of  the  Divine 
government. 

For  rational  creatures  must  be  put  upon  trial.  They  cannot  be  without  freedom  of  will^ 
which  may  be  abused.  And  as  our  first  parents  did  not  sin  without  a  tempter,  or  of  their  own 
motion,  as  many  of  the  angels  seem  to  have  done,  God  in  his  treatment  of  them  has  joined 
mercy  with  justice.  Hence  will  arise  glory  to  God,  and  good  to  men,  God  by  his  long 
suflering  and  patience,  and  the  instructions  afibrded  to  them,  and  other  methods  of  his  Provi- 
dence, the  result  of  his  unsearchable  wisdom  and  goodness,  will  bring  many  of  the  sons  of  Adam 
to  repentance,  true  holiness,  eminent  virtue,  and  heavenly  glory  and  happiness,  exceeding  what 
could  have  been  enjoyed  on  this  earth,  even  in  Paradise  itself. 

The  virtue  of  true  penitents  is  sometimes  very  great.  They  gain  an  establishment  in  the 
love  and  fear  of  God,  and  a  full  resolution  for  all  goodness.  The  steady  virtue  of  men  amidst 
the  temptations  of  this  world  will  exceed  the  virtue  of  Adam  in  Paradise.  It  is  true  they  are 
not  innocent  as  he  was;  but  they  are  upright,  and  fully  resolved,  and  they  overcome  strong 
temptations :  and  the  moment  of  their  virtue,  according  to  equitable  construction,  (and  such 
is  that  of  the  Divine  judgment)  may  equal,  and  even  surpass  the  virtue  of  an  angel,  who  has 
not  so  great  temptations.  I  am  the  more  led  to  this,  considering  the  great  recompenses  which 
God  in  the  gospel  has  proposed  to  the  faithful,  the  steady  and  victorious  in  this  state  of  trial : 
and  if  we  may  attain  to  such  excellence  here,  and  such  glory  hereafter,  we  are  greatly  to  blame, 
and  much  wanting  to  ourselves,  if  we  do  not  "  strive  against  sin,*'  Heb.  xii.  4.  to  the  utmost, 
and  xesolutely,  though  humbly,  and  without  ostentation,  maintain  our  integrity  amidst  all  the 
solicitations  of  this  world. 

END   OF  THE  MOSAIC   ACCOUNT. 
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LETTER 

TO   JONAS    HANWAY,    ESQ. 

a  WHICH   SOME   REASONS  ARE   ASSIGNED,   WHY   HOUSES   FOR  THE   RECEPTION   OP  PENITENT 
WOMEN»    WHO   HAVE   BEEN  DISORDERLY   IN   THEIR  LIVES,    OUGHT   NOT   TO   BE 

CAXLED   MAGDALEN   HOUSES^ 


Sir, 

Your  generous  concern  to  promote  ^od  designs  occasions  you  this  trouble.  There  is  now, 
and  has  been  for  some  while,  much  discourse  about  erecting  a  house,  or  houses,  for  the  reception 
of  penitent  women,  ^who  have  been  disorderly  in  their  lives:  a  design  formerly  unknown  and 
unheard  of  among  us.  It  has  been  proposed  by  some  that  they  should  be  called  Magdalen 
Houses.  And  there  is  already  established  a  house  of  this  kind  in  Goodman's-fields,  wUch  is 
called  a  Magdalen  House  for  penitent  prostitutes. 

As  that  denomination  is  disliked  by  others  beside  myself,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  address 
you  upon  this  subject. 

I  presume  it  may  be  owing  to  a  supposition,  that  the  fine  story,  recorded  in  the  sevenUi 
chapter  of  St.  Luke's  gospel,  of  the  gracious  reception  which  our  Lord  gave  to  a  woman,  there 
called  "  a  sinner,'*  relates  to  Mary  Magdalene.  And  you,  Sir,  if  I  do  not  misunderstand  you, 
in  your  I^etter  to  Robert  Dingley,  Esq,  at  p.  22,  speak  of  Mary  Magdalene  as  a  harlot.* 

And  that  she  is  the  woman,  there  spoken  of,  must  have  been  at  some  times  a  prevailing 
opinion.     For  the  sAmmary  of  part  of  that  chapter,  in  our  English  Bibles,  is  to  this  purpose. 

*  Our  Lord  showeth  by  occasion  of  Mary  Magdalene,  how  he  is  a  friend  to  sinners,  not  to 
'maintain  them  in  sins,  but  to  forgive  their  sins  upon  faith  and  repentance.'  ^ 

Nevertheless  I  cannot  think  that  Mary  Magdalene  is  there  me^nt. 

One  reason  here  offers  from  the  history  itself,  at  ver.  27f  where  she  is  said  to  be  "  a  woman 
in  the  city,**  in  which  our  Lord  then  was:  which,  according  to  most  harmonizers  of  the  gospels, 
was  either  Capernaum  or  Naim:  whereas  there  can  be  no  reason  to  believe  that  Mary  Magda* 
lene  resided  at  either  of  those  places.     Says  Mr.  James  Macknight,  Harm.  sect,  xliii.  p.  134. 

*  'H  fu«y}aAtfv>i,  the  Magdalene  or  Magdalite,  probably  from  Magdala,  the  place  of  her  nativity,  a 

*  town  situated  somewhere  beside  the  lake,  and  mentioned  Matt.  xv.  29.' 

A  passa^  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  chapter  of  St.  Luke's  gospel  deserves  particular 
attention,  which,  therefore,  shall  be  here  recited.  *«  And  it  came  to  pass  afterwards,  that  he 
went  throughout  every  city  and  village,  preaching,  and  showing  the  glad  tidings  of  the  kingdom 

•  The  words,  to  wiudi  I  refer,  are  these :  '  What  judg-  Barker,  the  sommaiy  of  that  paragraph  in  Luke  vii.  Ji  this : 

^  roent  did  the  Saviour  of  the  world  pass  on  a  harlot  ?  Wluit  *  The  sinful  woman  washeth  Jesus'  feet.*    In  Pool's  English 

^  was  the  case  of  Mary  Magdalene  V  Annotations  it  is  this :  '  Eating  at  Simon*s  house,  a  woman 

^  The  contents,  or  summaries,  prefixed  to  the  chapters  in  washeth  his  feet  with  tears,'  &c.    And  in  Dr.  Clarke's  Pam« 

cur  Bibles,  seem  to  have  been  annexed  to  the  English  trans-  phrase,  the  same  paragraph  is  briefly  expressed  in  this  manner : 

lation  now  in  use,  which  was  made  in  the  time  of  king  James  *  Jesus  shows  by  the  similitude  of  a  fbi^^ven  debtor,  that  re* 

the  first    Far  in  all  editions  of  that  translation,  so  fiur  as  I  '  penting  sinners  often  exceed  other  men  in  zeal  and  pieQr^* 

have  observed,  they  are  the  same,  where  there  are  any  I  mig^t  refer  to  others  j  but  these  instances  are  suflficient  to 

4)ontents  at  all.     But  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  they  repre-  show,  that  not  a  few  learned  men  have  declined  naming  the 

aent  the  sense  of  all  learned  men  in  gencaral.    For  in  an  woman  there  spoken  of,  and  that  they  have  not  been  satisfied 

Engli^  Bible  in  the  quarto  form,  printed  in  the  reign  of  she  was  the  same  with  Mary  Magdaknt . 
^ucea  Elizabeth  in  1599,  by  the  deputies  of  Christopher 
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of  God.  And  the  twelve  were  with  him,  and  certain  women,  which  had  been  healed  of  evil 
spirits,  and  infirmities :  Mary,  called  Magdalene,  out  of  whom  went  seven  devils,  and  Joanna, 
wife  of  Chuza  Herod's  steward,  and  Susannah,  and  many  others.  Which  ministered  to  him  of 
their  substance,  ch.  viii.  1,  2,  3. 

This  text  affords  divers  reasons  for  thinking,  that  Mary  Magdaleneis  not  the  woman  intended 
in  the  preceding  chapter. 

In  the  first  place,  it  hence  appears,  that  Mary  Magdalene  was  a  woman  of  quality.  But  it  is 
very  uncommon  for  such  to  deserve  the  character  given,  ch.  vii.  37f  "  a  woman  in  the  city 
w  Inch  was  a  sinner.**  And  the  pharisee,  at  whose  house  our  Lord  was  then  entertained,  "  spake 
within  himself,  saying :  This  man,  if  he  were  a  prophet,  would  have  known  who,  and  what 
manner  of  woman  this  is  that  toucheth  him.     For  she  is  a  sinner." 

Mr.  Macknight,  again,  argues  to  the  like  purpose,  p.  134.  ^  Mary  Magdalene  seems  rather 
« to  have  been  a  woman  of  high  station  and  opulent  fortune,  being  mentioned  by  St.  Luke  even 

<  before  Joanna,  the  wife  of  so  great  a  man  as  Herod's  steward.    Besides,  the  other  evangelists, 

*  when  they  have  occasion  to  speak  of  our  Lord's  female  friends,  commonly  assign  the  first  place 

*  to  Mary  Magdalene.*  As  Matt,  xxvii.  56,  61.  xxviii.  1*  Mark  xv.  40,  4fJ.  And  see  Luke  xxiv. 
10.     But  John  xix.  25.  affords  an  exception. 

Grotius,  in  his  Annotations  upon  Matt,  xxviii.  1.  speaks  to  the  like  purpose.*  He  likewise 
thinks,  it  was  at  her  expence,  chieny,  that  the  spices  were  prepared  for  embalming  the  body  of 
Jesus. 

To  which  I  would  add,  that  the  precedence,  just  taken  notice  of,  may  have  been,  partly, 
owing  to  her  age. 

Secondly,  In  the  text,  which  we  are  now  considering,  Mary  Magdalene  is  mentioned  with 
other  women,  "  who  had  been  healed  of  evil  spirits  and  infirmities.'*  And  of  her  is  said,  "  out 
of  whom  went  seven  devils."  Wliich  is  also  observed  by  another  evangelist,  Mark  xvi.  9.  She 
therefore  was  one  of  those,  who  are  sometimes  called  daemoniacs,  and  had  been  possessed,  as  we 
generally  say,  by  evil  spirits.*" 

Accordingly,  Dr.  Lardner,  in  his  case  of  the  demoniacs,  mentioned  in  the  New  Testament, 
has  several  times  taken  notice  of  Mary  Magdalene.      He  says :    *  What  was  Mary's  case, 

*  appears  in  general  by  St.  Luke's  account,  ch.  viii.  1,  2        Here  Mary  is  reckoned  among 

<  those,  whom  our  Lord  had  healed  of  infirmities,  and  such  infirmities,  as  were  ascribed  to  evil 

*  spirits.' 

<  But  I  do  not  think,  we  can  with  certainty  conclude  from  those  wordrf,  what  was  her  par- 
« ticular  affliction,  because  the  Jews  in  those  times  imputed  a  great  variety  of  distempers  to  the 

*  influence  of  daemons.     But  though  we  dare  not  say  positively,  what  was  her  case,  whether  a 

*  distempered  frame  of  mind,  or  epilepsy,  or  somewhat  else :  it  appears  to  me  very  evident,  that 

*  some  natural,  not  moral  distemper,  is  hereby  intended,  and  that  by  seven  daemons  is  meant 

*  many :  a  certain  number  being  put  for  an  uncertain.  It  was  supposed,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
*Tnan,  who  called  himself  legion,  that  more  than  one  daemon,  or  unclean  spirit,  was  concerned 

<  in  inflicting,  or  aggravating  the  infirmity,  which  she  had  been  afflicted  with,  and  which  our 

*  blessed  Lord  graciously  removed.* 

Thirdly,  In  this  text  Mary  Magdalene  is  mentioned  with  divers  other  honourable  women, 
who  attended  our  Lord  in  his  journies,  and  ministered  to  him  of  their  substance.* 

But  it  mav  be  justly  questioned,  whether  our  Lord  would  have  allowed  of  that,  if  Mary*s 
conduct  had  been  unreputable  in  the  former  part  of  her  life.  For  though  he  received  such  an 
one  as  a  penitent,  and  assured  her  of  the  forgiveness  of  her  sins ;  it  would  not  be  easily  reconciled 
.with  the  rules  of  prudence  to  admit  such  a  person  to  a  stated  attendance. 

This  argument  has  affected  the  minds  of  many  learned  men/ 

•  *  Maria  Magdalene.']     Quaro,  ut  dncexn  agmmU>  Mat-  Judaico,  ut  recte  nolat  Hieronjrmus,  mnlieres,  vidii«  prae- 

ihmm  nominat.    £r  credo  ab  ek  iactos  praecipue  sumptns.  sertim,    solebant  magtstris   necessaria    suppeditare.      Qood 

Saoe  caeteris  nobUior  fuisse  videtur,  quia  nomcn  ejus  aliis  secuti  sunt  Apostoli  inter  Judaeos,  Paulus  inter  Gentes  omisic, 

preponi  solet.    Grot,  in  Matt,  xxviii.  1.  ne  sioisterions  sermonis  aosam  praeberet.  Maluit  autecn  Cbris- 

^  Dr.  Clarke's  Paraphrase  of  Luke  viii.  2,  is  thus:  '  parti-  tus  adinittere  hoc  beneficiura,  quara  cum  Apostolorum  conai- 

'  cuUoiyi  Mary  Magdalene,  whom  he  had  miraculously  de-  tatu  gravb  ease  ignotis,  ad  quos  adveutabat.    Grot,  ad  Luc 

^  Ihrered  from  evil  spirits,  that  had  possessed  her.*  viii.  I. 

'  Of  that  attendance  Grotius  speaks  in  this  manner.   More  ^  Sed  et  de  viti  Magdalenae  ante  actk  nihil  plane  consul:. 
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Nor  can  it  be  imagined,  that  any  women  of  distinction  and  good  credit  would  admit  into 
their  company  one  who  had  been  under  the  reproach  of  a  disorderly  life.  By  St.  Liike  they  are 
here  enumerated  after  this  manner.  ^^  Mary  called  Magdalene,  Joanna  the  wife  of  Chuza 
Herod's  steward,  and  Susanna,  and  many  others."  In  St.  Matthew  xxvii.  55,  56.  "  And  many 
women  were  there,  beholding  afar  off,  which  followed  Jesus  from  Galilee,  ministering  unto  him : 
among  whom  was  Mary  Magdalene,  and  Mary  the  mother  of  James  and  Joses,  and  the  mother 
of  Zebedee's  children.'*  Compare  Mark  xv.  40,  47.  xvi.  1.  Luke  xxiv.  10.  John  xix.  25.  All 
these  must  have  been  women  of  an  unblemished  character.  And  so  far  was  there  from  being 
any  exception  to  Mary  Magdalene,  that  she  is  several  times  mentioned  as  the  most  honourable, 
and  placed  first  of  all. 

Among  them,  whether  she  be  expressly  named  or  not,  was  our  Lord's  mother.  And  un- 
doubtedly an  exact  decorum  was  observed,  according  to  the  •Jewish  custom. 

Nor  were  they  idle."  As  Jerom  says,  they  provided  for  our  Lord's  accommodation  in  his 
food  and  garments.^  And,  possibly,  Alary  Magdalene  presided  in  the  direction  of  the  affairs 
which  were  under  their  care.* 

When  they  accompanied  our  Lord  in  any  of  his  joumies,  they  may  have  followed  at  a 
distance,  and  m  a  separate  band.  And,  as  may  be  well  supposed,  they  had  some  female  servants 
of  their  own. 

The  woman  called  **  asinner,'*  was  absolutely  excluded  from  having  any  part  in  that  company. 
When  she  came  into  the  room  where  our  Lord  was,  and  gave  proofs  of  repentance,  he  graciously 


he  said  unto  her.  Thy  sins  are  forgiven."  Finally,  at  ver.  50.  "  And  he  said  to  the  woman.  Thy 
faith  hath  saved  thee.  Go  in  peace."  Nor  could  any  unprejudiced  men  disallow  our  Lord's 
ability  to  discern  her  real  temper,  and  to  pronounce  a  right  sentence,  after  he  had  shown  to  the 
Pharisee  himself,  that  he  knew  his  inmost  thoughts. 

In  all  this  our  our  blessed  Lord  acted  agreeably  to  his  great  design,  which  was  to  bring  sinful 
men  to  repentance.  And  he  faithfully  discharged  the  important  commission  that  had  been  given 
him,  which  was  "  to  seek,  and  to  save  that  which  was  lost,"  Matt,  xviii.  11.  Luke  xix.  10. 

i3ut  it  cannot  be  reasonably  supposed,  that  he  would  admit  such  a  person  into  the  number  of 
his  stated  attendants.  And  I  believe,  that  they  who  attentively  observe  our  Lord's  history,  .as 
recorded  in  the  gospels,  may  perceive  his  life  to  have  been  an  example  of  admirable  wisdom  and 
prudence,  as  well  as  of  the  strictest  virtue,  and  the  most  generous  goodness  and  compassion. 

Let  us  now  sum  up  the  evidence,  so  far  as  we  have  gone.  Mary  of  Magdala  was  a  woman 
of  distinction,  and  very  easy  in  her  worldly  circumstances.  For  a  while  she  had  laboured  under 
some  bodily  indisposition,  which  our  Lord  miraculously  healed.  For  which  benefit  she  was  ever 
after  very  thankful.  So  far  as  we  know,  her  conduct  was  always  regular,  and  free  from  censure. 
And  we  may  reasonably  believe,  that  after  her  acquaintance  with  our  Saviour  it  was  edifying 
and  exemplary.  I  conceive  of  her,  as  a  woman  of  a  fine  understanding,  and  known  virtue  and 
discretion,  with  a  dignity  of  behaviour  becoming  her  age,  her  wisdom,  and  her  high  station. 
By  all  which  she  was  a  credit  to  him,  whom  she  followed  as  her  Master  and  benefactor.  She 
showed  our  Lord  great  respect  in  his  life,  at  his  death,  and  after  it.  And  she  was  dne  of  those, 
to  whom  he  first  showed  himself  after  his  resurrection.  As  appears  from  Matt,  xxviii.  1 — 10. 
Mark  xvi.  9.  and  John  xx.  1 — 18. 

I  am  very  unwilling  to  trouble  you  with  the  intricacies  of  criticism.  But  I  fear,  my  argu- 
ment will  not  be  reckoned  conclusive  by  all,  unless  I  proceed  a  little  iiirther,  and  take  notice  of 

Disi  quod  abludere  a   majesfate  Domini  videatur,  qaod  in  mandabantor  ab  eo.  et  delectabant  enm.     Mioistrantes  enim 

comitatu  suo  mulierem  ob  impuritates  saas  infemem  voloefit  scquebaatur  eum.  Orig.  in  MaU.  Item.  35.  num.  141 .  p.  929. 

circumducere          Neqoe  consulit  huic  difficuUali  Nat.  Alex-  T.  III.  ed.  Bened. 

ander,  quoad  ansa  omni  scandalo  per  illustrem  atque  inter  ^  Consuetudinis  Judaicae  fuit,  nee  ducebatur  in  culpam, 

Jiidsofl   notam  poenitentiara   prscisa  fuerit.     Nimis  enim  more  gentis  antiquo,  ut  mulieres  de  substantia  sua  victum 

efierata  erat  Judaeorum  malitia,  quam  ut  eapropter  a  convidis  atque  vestitum  prxceptoribus  minislraiem,  &c.    Hieron.  in 

cetsatpri  cssent.  Lampe  in  Joann.  Evang.  cap.  xix.  T.  III.  Matt,  xxvii.  tom.  IV.  p.  140.  Bened. 

p.  6O8.   Vid.  etBaanag.  Ann.  3l.num.  xlii.  ^  'Our»  nan  aynj  apx^r/^^rwy  f/.aiYjrpMy  yifoyi^iyT},  x,  \» 

^m        lecuts  lODt  Jesum  lum  otiosae^  sed  facientet  quae  Modest,  ap.  Phot.  Cod.  2/5.  p.  1526. 
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some  other  things.  For  by  some  it  has  been  supposed,  that  Mary,  sister  of  Lazarus,  was  the 
•same  as  Mary  Magdalene.  And  by  some  it  has  been  thought,  that  Mary,  sister  of  Lazarus,  is 
the  same  as  the  woman  called  "  a  sinner.*'  c 

First,  Some  have  supposed,  that  Mary  sister  of  Martha  and  Lazarus,  was  the  same  as  Mary 
Magdalene.  This  is  an  assertion  of  Baronius,*  who  was  confuted  by  Isaac  Casaubon,^  G.  J, 
Vossius,*^  and  others.     Grotius  *  likewise  has  well  a^ed  against  that  opinion. 

Indeed  I  think  it  very  manifest»  that  they  are  diflferent  persons.  For  1.  Mary  Magdalene  was 
so  called  from  a  place  situated  in  Galilee.  Lazarus  and  his  sisters  were  inhabitants  of  Bethany 
near  Jerusalem  in  Judea,  properly  so  called.  John  xi.  1,  and  elsewhere.  2.  Mary  Magdalene 
is  frequently  named  with  other  women,  who  attended  our  Lord  in  his  joumies,  and  came  up  with 
him  from  Galilee  to  Jerusalem,  at  the  times  of  the  great  feasts  as  we  have  seen.  But  Lazarus, 
and  his  sisters  resided  at  Bethany.  Nor  do  we  read  of  any  attendance,  which  either  of  those 
sisters  gave  our  Lord,  except  at  the  place  of  their  ordinary  residence.  St.  Luke  has  recorded  a 
visit,  which  our  Lord  made  there,  not  improbably,  as  he  was  going  up  to  the  feast  of  the  dedi- 
cation, mentioned  John  x.  22.  •*  And  it  came  to  pass,*'  says  St.  Luke»  "  as  they  went,  that  he 
entered  into  a  certain  village.  And  a  certain  woman  named  Martha  received  him  into  her 
house.  And  she  had  a  sister  named  Mary,  which  also  sat  at  Jesus'  feet,  and  heard  his  word." 
And  what  there  follows:  Luke  x.  38,  39.  And  St.  John,  ch.  xi.  giving  an  account  of  the 
sickness,  and  death,  and  resurrection  of  Lazarus,  assures  us,  that  both  his  sisters  were  at  home 
at  Bethany.  Here  likewise  it  was,  that  Mary  anointed  our  Lord  with  precious  ointment  a  short 
time  before  his  last  sufferings,  as  related  John  xii.  at  the  beginning.  3.  Mary  Magdalene  is 
particularly  mentioned  with  others,  whom  our  Lord  had  miraculously  healed  of  infirmities :  and 
out  of  her,  as  is  said,  went  seven  daemons.  But  nothing  of  this  kind  is  ever  said,  or  hinted  of 
Mary  sister  oi  Lazarus. 

Secondly,  Some  have  supposed,  Mary  sister  of  Martha  and  Lazarus,  to  be  the  same  with  the 
woman  called  "  a  sinner,**  of  whom  St.  Luke  speaks  in  ch.  vii. 

For  St.  John  writes,  ch.  xi.  1,  2.  «*  Now  a  certain  man  was  sick  named  Lazarus  of  Bethany, 
the  town  of  Mary  and  her  sister  Martha.  It  was  that  Mary  which  anointed  the  Lord  with 
ointment,  whose  brother  Lazarus  was  sick.'* 

Here  therefore  we  must  again  recollect  what  St.  Luke  says,  ch.  \^L  37,  S8.  «•  And  behold, 
a  woman  in  the  city  which  was  a  sinner,  when  she  knew  that  Jesus  sat  at  meat  in  the  pharisee's 
house,  brought  an  alabaster  box  of  ointment,  and  stood  at  his  feet  behind  him  weeping.  And 
she  began  to  wash  his  feet  with  tears,  and  did  wipe  them  with  the  hairs  of  her  head,  and  kissed 
bis  feet,  and  anointed  them  with  the  ointment." 

Hence,  then,  it  may  be  argued,  that  St.  John  has  told  ns  the  name  of  the  woman  that  was 
"  a  sinner,"  though  St.  Luke  omitted  it    JShe  is  l^f  ary  sister  of  Lazarus. 

To  which  I  would  ans^yer.  1.  Mary,  sister  of  Lazarus,  was  a  woman  of  good  character, 
without  any  note  of  infamy.  St.  Chrysostom,  in  a  homily  upon  the  beginning  of  the  eleventh 
chapter  of  St.  John's  gospel,  says :  ^  Some  have  put  the  question,  whether  this  be  the  same  with 

*  her  that  is  called  "  a  sinner."    But  without  reason,  he  says,  for*  this  was  a  virtuoQs  woman  of 

•  good  credit.'  And  in  a  homily  upon  Matt.  xxvi.  6,  &c.  he  calls  the  sister  of  Lazarus,  « an^ 
admirable  woman.'  2.  The  anointing,  mentioned  by  St.  Luke,  was  done  at  Naim  or  Capernaum, 
or  some  other  place  in  Galilee.  But  Mary,  sister  of  Lazarus,  as  was  before  shown,  dwelt  at 
Bethany.  3.  St.  John  here  intends  that  anointing  of  our  Lord,  of  which  himself  has  given  a 
particular  relation  in  dh.  xiu  1 — 8.  Which  therefore  we  must  now  observe.  •*  Then  Jesus  six 
days  before  the  passover  came  to  Bethany,  where  Lazarus  was,  which  had  been  dead.  There 
Jthey  made  him  a  supper,  and  Martha  served.  But  Lazarus  was  one  pf  them  that  sat  at  table. 
Then  iook  Marj  a  pound  of  ointment  of  spikenard,  very  costly,  and  anointed  the  feet  of  Jesus, 

*  In  rprimli   dicimm,    attestatione  Joannis    £range1ists»  Haec  enim  noo  e^  noxk  ab  alita  -dtstinguitur  Marlis,  qcod 

iipmo  Christi,  apertUgime  constare,  unam  earodemqUe  per-  inunxerit  Dominuro,  sed  quod  Dominusex  e4  teptem  ejeceric 

aonam  fulsse  Mariara  Lazari.et  Marthas  sororem  <n]m  Maria  daemon'uu    G.  J.  Voss.  Harm.  £y.i.  1.  c.  3.  §  vii. 

Magdalena.    Baron.  Ano.  .32.  num.  xgt.  **  Vid.  Grot,  in  MatC  xxvi.  6. 

^  Exercit.  Antibar.  xix.  num.  xi.  *  *Atm}  h  %eu  crjMn/^  luu  0!9tH^oucu  In  Joap.  bom*  62  al.  6l» 


^  Loogius  yero  a  janul,  quod  didtur»  videntor  mihi  aber«     T.  VIII.  p.  368. 
^,  qui  arbitrantur,  Mariam,  a  qu4  Dominus,  priusquam  '  'AXX  hipa^ 

jpateretur^  inuoctus  foit^  ^Mariam  fuisie  JMagdalenam  honuSQ.  aLAl.  T.  VIl*  p.  7 


f&aae,  qui  arbitrantur,  Mariam,  a  qu4  Dominus,  priusquam         ' 'AXX  ir<^  ^i^  toujcar^^  t[  fti  Aafo^tf  .oiiXfif •    In  Alatt* 
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and  wiped  his  feet  with  her  hair.  And  the  house  was  filled  with  the  odour  of  the  ointment. 
Tiien  said  one  of  his  disciples,  Judas  Iscariot,  Simon*s  son,  which  should  betray  him :  Why  was 
not  this  ointment  sold  for  three  hundred  pence,  and  given  to  the  poor?-  Then  said  Jesus: 
Let  her  alone :  against  the  day  of  my  burying  has  she  kept  this*  For  the  poor  always  ye  have 
with  you :  but  me  ^e  have  not  always/' 

That  this  is  a  different  anointing  from  that  mentioned  by  St.  Luke,  is  manifest  from  divers 

{particulars.  They  differ  in  the  circumstances  of  time  and  place  as  Just  shown.  Again,  in  the 
brmer  it  was  Simon  the  pharisee,  who  took  offence  at  our  Lord's  suflfering  himself  to  be  touched 
by  a  woman  that  was  a  sinner.  Here  it  is  Judas,  one  of  the  disciples,  who  murmurs  at  the 
expence.  And  our  Lord's  vindications  are  quite  different.  To  which  might  be  added,  that  the 
woman,  of  whom  St.  Luke  writes,  stood  behind  our  Lord  "  weeping,  and  washing  his  feet  with 
tears."  But*  St.  John  has  not  a  word  of  Mary's  shedding  any  tears,  though  he  has  twice  said, 
that  **  she  wiped  his  feet  with  her  hair."    See  ch.  xi.  2,  and  xii.  3; 

In  Matt.  xxvi.  6 — 13,  and  Mark  xiv.  3 — 9f  as  is  well  known,  is  an  account  of  our  Saviour'^ 
being  anointed  by  a  certain  woman  a  short  time  before  the  passover.  Some  ^  learned  interpreters 
think,  that  these  are  different  histories,  and  that  our  Lord  was  twice  anointed  in  Bethany,  in  the 
space  of  a  few  days :  once  by  Mary  sister  of  Lazarus,  as  related  by  St.  John,  and  a  second  time 
by  another  woman  not  named,  as  related  by  those  two  evangelists.  Others  ^  think,  that  these 
three  evangelists  speak  of  one  and  the  same  anointing.  Which  to  me  appears  very  right.  But 
it  is  not  needful,  that  I  should  now  stay  to  reconcile  those  accounts. 

I  have  aimed  to  show,  that  Mary  Magdalene  is  not  the  woman  called  "  a  sinner,**  of  whom 
St.  Luke  writes,  ch.  vii.  And  I  suppose,  that  most  Protestant  divines  are  of  the  same  opinion. 
The  learned  Romanists  have  been  divided.  The  grounds  and  reasons  of  the  controversy  among 
them  may  be  seen  in  several.** 

Nevertheless  the  learned  Benedictine  editor  of  St.  Chrysostom's  works  has  expressed  himself 
very  freely  concerning  this  point,  in  a  note  upoa  one  of  the  homilies  above  cited.  <  It  is  a 
«  difficult  question,'  says^  he,  *  whether  the  woman  that  was  a  sinner,  who  washed  Christ's  feet, 

•  be  the  same  as  Mary,  sister  of  Lazarus*     But  that  Mary  Magdalene  is  different  from  them,  is 

•  now  denied  by  very  few.** 

Tillemont  begins  his  article  of  Mary  Magdalene  with  these  words :  *  It  is  an  ancient  questioa 

•  in  the  church,  and  upon  which  all  are  not  yet  entirely  agreed,  whether  Mary  Magdalene  be 

•  the  same  as  Mary  sister  of  Lazarus,  and  the  woman  that  is  said  to  be  a  sinner,  or  whether  they 

•  are  three  different  persons.     The  most  illustrious   churches  of  France,  and  almost  all  the 

•  learned  men  of  our  times,  have  declared  for  the  distinction  of  these  three  persons.     And  it 

•  has  been  proved  by  reasons,  which  seem  fully  to  decide  tlie  difficulty,  if  we  will  judge  without 

•  prejudice/ 

Du  Pin,  referring  to  Luke  vii.  says  t  « It  Ms  commonly  thought,  that  this  woman  was  Mary 

•  Magdalene.    Nevertheless  the  evangelist,  who  relates  this  history,  does  not  name  her.     All  he 

•  says,  is,  that  she  was  a  woman  in  that  city,  known  for  her  disorderly  life.    It  is  not  at  all  probable, 

•  that  she  was  Mary  Magdalene,  or  Mary  sister  of  Lazarus,  who  were  women  of  quality,  and  good 

•  condition.* 

After  this  long  argument,  and  so  many  good  authorities,  I  may  leave  you  to  consider,  whether 

•  Et  quae  secundum  Lucam  est,  plorat,  et  multum  lacry-  might  also  consult  Tillemont's  chapter  of  S,  Marie  Made^ 
mat,  ut  pedes  Jesu  laciymis  lavet.     Quae  autcra  secundum  laine,  Mem.  Tom.  II.  and  the  Notes  upon  it,  which  are  long, 
Joannem  est  Maria,  neque  peccatrix,  neque  lacrymans  intro-  and  contain  a  great  deal  of  learning,  relating  to  this  subject, 
ducitur.     Orig.  in  Matt.  hom.  35.  num.  yj.  p.  S92.  Vid.  et         «  Grandis  quastio,  utrum  peccatrix  ilia,  que  Christi  pedef 
Hieron.  in  Matt.  xxvi.  7,  T.  IV.  p.  125.  abluit,  eadem  ipsa  sit,  quae  soror  Lazari ;  quam  tractare  prae- 

*»  Cleric.  Harm.  Evang.  cap.  lii.  p.  350.  351.  et  cap.  lix.  sends  non  est  instituti.     Mariam  autem  Magdalenam  ab  his 

p.  404,  405.  See  also  Mr.  Macknight's  Harm.  §.  109.  p.  97,  diversam  esse,  pauci  jam  negant.  Ap.  Chryst.T.  VII.  p.  765. 
98.  and  %.  124.  p.  146.  f  On  croit  commun^ment,  que  cetie  femme  6toii  Marie 

«  G.  J.  Voss.  Harm,  Ev.  1.  i.  cap.  3.  §.  7.   Calvin  in  Joan.  Madelaine.     Cependant  T  Evangclistc  S.  Luc,  qui  rapporte 

Ev.  xii.  1.  Lampe  Comm.  in  Jo.  T.  II.  p.  822.    Bjnaeus  de  cette  histoire,  ne  la  nomme  point.  C*  6toit  unc  femme  connoe 

Morie  Christi.  1.  i.  cap.  3.  num.  v.  &c.     Lenfant  sur  Matt,  dans  la  ville  pour  une  femme  de  mauvaise  vie.     II  n*  7  a  pas 

xxvi.  6.  et  Jean.  xii.  2,  3.    Doddridge's  Family  Expositor,  d'  apparence,  que  ce  li&t  ni  Marie  Madeleine,  ni  Marie  Scrur 

vol.  11.  p.  283.  note  (a).     Hammond  upon  Luke  vii.  37.  de  Lazare,  dout  nous  parlerons,  qui  6toient  des  femmes  dc 

Vid.  et  Hieron.  in  Matt.  xxvi.  T.  IV.  p.  125.  fin.  qualit6,  et  dc  bonne  condition.    Du  Pin  Histoire  de  T  Eglise 

*  See  in  Bayle's  Dictionary  J.  Fevre,  d'litaplcs,  or  Faber  en  Abr6g6.  Vol.  i.  p.  451. 
Stopulensis^  particulaHy  Note  (E).    They  who  have  leiiure 
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they  have  not  some  good  reason  for  their  judgment,  who.  dislike  the  denomination  or  iilscriptloDt 
taken  notice  of  at  the  beginning  of  this  letter.     *  A  Magdalen  house  for  penitent  pr tes/ 

It  appears  to  me  a  great  abuse  of  the  name  of  a  truly  honourable,  and  I  think  truly  excellent 
woman.  If  Marys  shame  had  been  manifest,  andupqj|i  record,  she  could  not  have  been  worse 
stigmatized :  whereas  the  disadvantageous  opinion  concerning  the  former  part  of  her  life  is  founded 
only  in  an  uncertain  and  conjectural  deduction.  And  if  the  notion,  that  she  was  the  woman  in 
Luke  vii.  be  no  moi-e  than  a  vulgar  error,  it  ought  to  be  abandoned  by  wise  men,  and  not  propa- 
gated, and  perpetuated/ 

Besides,  are  there  no  bad  consequences  of  a  moral  kind  to  be  apprehended  from  this  mistaken, 
or  at  best  very  doubtful  opinion  ?  Some,  perhaps  many,  will  be  admitted  into  these  houses,  who 
have  lived  very  dissolute  lives,  and  have  been  very  abandoned  creatures.  And  the  proofs  of  the 
repentance  of  some  may  be  very  ambiguous.  Nevertheless  all  who  get  into  houses,  called 
Magdalen  houses,  will  reckon  themselves  Magdalens.  If  they  have  been  first  taught  to  impute 
to  her  their  own  vices,  they  will  soon  learn  to  ascribe  to  themselves  her  virtues,  whether  with 
reason  or  without.  At  the  lowest,  they  will  be  encouraged  to  magnify  themselves  beyond  what 
mi^ht  be  wished ;  where  humility,  as  we  may  think,  should  be  one  requisite  qualification.  And 
indeed  I  imagine^  it  would  be  best^  that  these  houses  should  not  have  the  denomination  of  smy 
saint  at  ali« 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  disparage  your  institution.  I  hope  that  many  of  your  patients  may 
be  recovered  to  wisdom  and  virtue :  tnough  I  cannot  see  the  reason  why  they  should  be  called 
Magdalens. 

It  may  not  be  proper  for  me  to  recommend  another  inscription :  but  I  apprehend  that  a 
variety  might  be  thought  of,  all  of  them  decent  and  inoffensive.  I  shall  propose  one,  which  is 
very  plain  :  «  A  charity  house  for  penitent  women :'  which,  I  think,  sufficiently  indicates  their 
fault  J  and  yet  is,  at  the  same  time,  expressive  of  tenderness,  by  avoiding  a  word  of  offensive 
sound  and  meaning,  denoting  the  lowest  disgrace  that  human  nature  can  £all  into,  and  which 
few  modest  men  and  women  can  think  of  without  pain  and  uneasiness.  Or,  if  that  title  is  not 
reckoned  distinct  and  particular  enough,  with  a  small  alteration^  it  may  be  made,  <  for  penitent 
harlots.* 

Perhaps  you  will  say,  that  this  letter  has  been  brought  to  you  too  late ;  and  I  could  now 
almost  wish  you  had  had  it  sooner,  provided  it  contains  any  thing  deserving  your  r^^ard :  for 
these  thoughts,  or  most  of  them  did  early  arise  in  my  mind  upon  the  first  intelligence  concerning 
this  new  design  ;  but  I  declined  the  labour  of  putting  them  together.  And  I  was  also  in  hopes, 
that  the  point  would  be  considered  by  some  pious  clergyman,  or  other  learned  man,  apprehensive 
of  consequences,  and  concerned  for  the  honour  of  our  Saviour,  and  his  friends,  as  well  as  desirous 
to  promote  the  good  of  his  neighbours,  and  other  fellow-creatures  of  his  own  time. 

Your  humble  Servant, 

October  2,  1758. 

A.B- 

3END    OF  THE   LETTER  TO   HANWAT. 

*  Since  writing  wliat  is  above^  and  indeed  the  whole  of  this  ing  to  me.     But  I  do  not  perceive,  bow  the  title,  pleaded  for, 

J^etter,  I  have  met  with  a  book,  entitled  Thoughts  on  the  can  be  consistent  with  the  honour  due  to  her  clianicter.    For 

Plan  for  a  Magdalen  House  for  Repentant  Prostitutes,  ad-  it  carries  in  it  an  implication,  that  she  once  laboured  under 

dressed  to  the  promoters  of  this  charity.    Where,  at  p.  23,  the  like  bad  habits  with  the  women  placed  under  the  roof  of 

is  this  paragraph.     '  Give  me  leave  to  take  notice  of  the  name  the  houses  dedicated  to  her;  which  houses,  with  this  title, 

'  of  your  charity.     It  does  not  appear  to  me,  that  Mary  will  uphold  the  popular  opinion  against  the  best  arguments. 

'  Magdalene  was  deficient  in  point  of  chastity,  as  is  vulgarly  And  Mary  Magdalene,  rather  than  any  other,  roust  still  be 

*  understood.  I  rather  imagine  she  was  not.  It  is  certain,  the  patroness  of  penitents,  because  she  is  supposed  to  have 
'  she  was  a  lady  of  distinction,  and  of  a  great  and  noble  mind,  been  for  some  while  a  great  sbner.  An  understanding  roan, 
'  Her  gratitude  for  the  miraculous  cure  perforroed  upon  her  like  the  author  of  these  thoughts,  roay  now  and  then  declare 
'  was  so  remarkable,  that  her  story  is  related  with  the  greatest  in  conversation,  and  in  writing,  that  Mary  Magdalene  was 
'  honour.     And  she  will  ever  stand  fair  in  the  recocds  of  fame,  not  deficient  in  point  of  chastity  :  but  to  little  or  no  purpose. 

*  Your  charity  requires  a  zeal  like  hers.  You  are  her  dis*  These  houses,  so  named,  will  be  new  monuroents  erecte^j,  in 
'  ciples.    And  the  dedication  of  your  institution  to  her  memory  a  protestant  country,  to  the  dishonour  of  a  virtuous  woman, 

*  is  entirely  consistent  with  the  honour  due  to  her  character,  added  to  all  others  of  the  like  kind,  which  there  are  already 
^  And  in  this  light  no  name  more  proper  could  be  given  to  it.*  in  popish  countries  ;  in  which,  especially  some  of  them; 
Any  one  may  be  sensible,  that  the  justice  done  to  Mary  ignorance  and  superstition  prevail  to  a  great  degree.  And  may 
Magdalene  in'the  former  part  of  this  paragraph^  if  vidry  pleas*  ^y  never  so  prevail^  and  be  lo  general  among  oa ! 
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LETTER 

TO  THE  AUTHORS  OF  THE  LIBRARY,  kc.^ 

Gentlemen^ 

I  HOPE  you  will  find  room  in  jrour  Magazine  for  some  critical  observations  upon  the  Scriptures* 
I  send  you  the  following,  which  you  are  at  liberty  to  make  such  use  of  as  you  please. 

2  Cor.  V.  14.  '•  For  the  love  of  Christ  constraineth  us,  because  we  thus  ludge,  that  if  one 
died  for  all,  then  were  all  dead.*^    I  think  it  should  be  rendered,  "  then  should  alTdie.'* 

That  this  is  the  sense,  appears  from  the  connection  in  the  next  verse :  I  therefore  shal^  briefly 
paraphrase  both  the  verses. 

*«  For  the  love  of  Christ  constraineth  us,  we  Judging  this,  that  if,"  or,  forasmuch  as,  "  one 
died  for  all  :'*  then  without  all  doubt,  "  all  should  me,*'  to  sin,  and  the  world :  "  and  that  he 
died  for  all,  that  they  which  live,  should  not  henceforth  live  unto  themselves,"  seeking  only 
their  own  gratification,  but  rather  should  live  to  him,  to  the  glory,  and  according  to  the  will  and 
the  commandments  of  him,  "  who  died  for  them,  and  rose  again.'* 

This  interpretation  is  much  confirmed  by  divers  other  texts,  which  may  be  reckoned  parallel 
particularly  Rom.  vi.  1,  11.  xiv.  7>  8.  1  Pet.  iv.  2. 

Isaiah  Ixiii.  1 — 6.  **  Who  is  this,  that  cometh  from  Edora,  with  dyed  garments  from  Bozrah  ?'* 

The  proper  and  primary  meaning  of  this  passage  of  scripture,  seems  to  be  to  this  purpose. 
The  prophet  in  a  vision,  or  ecstasy,  foresees  some  great  deliverance  of  the  Jewish  nation  from 
their  enemies,  particularly  the  Edomites ;  and,  being  fully  persuaded  of  the  event,  he  addresseth 
the  deliverer,  as  if  seeing  him  coming  from  the  defeat  of  the  enemy.  "  Who  is  this  that  cometh 
from  £dom,  with  dyed  garments  from  Bozrah  ?"  the  capital  city  of  the  Edomites :  **  this,  that  is 

glorious  in  his  apparel,  travelling  in  the  greatness  of  his  strength  ?*'  Approaching  toward  me^ 
ke  a  mighty  and  glorious  conqueror  in  triumph  ?  *<  I,  that  speak  in  righteousness."  It  is  I» 
whom  you  have  seen  in  vision,  who  speak  the  truth,  and  am  concerned  for  true  religion : 
««  mighty  to  save,'*  who  labour  for  the  welfare  of  my  people,  and  expose  myself  to  the  greatest 
dangers  for  their  safety,  "  Wherefore  art  thou  red  in  thine  apparel,  and  thy  garments 
like  him  that  treadeth  in  the  wine-fat?"  Tell  me,  dien,  says  tne  prophet,  whence  this 
redness  of  blood  upon  thine  apparel,  so  that  thy  garments  look  like  those  of  one  that  treadeth 
in  the  wine-fat?  The  deliverer  answers:  *♦  I  have  trodden  the  wine-press  alone,  and  of  the 
people  there  was  none  with  me :"  I  have  performed  this  difficult  work  almost  alone,  few  of  my 
own  people  joining  with  me,  and  without  the  concurring  assistance  of  neighbouring  nations,  oiy: 
allies  around  us.  "  For  I  will  tread  them,*'  or,  for  I  have  trodden  them  **  in  my  anger;  and  I 
will  trample^'*  or  I  have  trampled  <<  them  in  my  fury ;  and  their  blood  shall  be,'*  or  has  been 
*«;  sprinkled  upon  my  garments,  and  I  will  stain,"  or  have  stained  "  all  my  raiment.  For  the  day 
of  vengeance  was  in  my  heart,  and  the  day  of  my  redeemed,"  or,  of  redeeming  my  people^  "  was 
come.  And  I  looked^  and  there  was  none  to  help/'  I  looked  round,  and  well  considered  the 
matter :  but  none  of  our  neighbours  were  willing  to  help  us,  nor  were  many  of  my  own  people 
ready  to  join  with  me,  **  and  I  wondered,  tliat  there  was  none  to  uphold ;"  this  appeared  to 
me  very  strange,  and  even  astonishing :  nevertheless  I  was  not  discouraged :  **  therefore  my 
own  arm  brought  salvation  unto  me,  and  my  fury,*'  or  zeal  for  religion,  and  for  the  welfare  of 
my  people,  **  it  upheld  me,"  and  carried  me  through  all  the  dangers  and  difficulties  of  this 
arauous  service.  You  see  Uie  reason  therefore,  and  you  need  not  wonder  at  it,  that  I  *^  am  red 
in  my  apparel,  and  that  my  garments  are  like  him'  that  treadeth  in  the  wine-fat 


•  Firat  published  in  the  Library  (a  periodical  Work  printed  iii  \76i  and  1/62),  for  May  1761. 
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That  appears  to  be  the  most  proper  and  critical,  or  at  least  the  primary  sense  of  this  text ; 
however,  by  some,  it  is  also  apphed  to  Christ,  and  the  church.  They  say,  the  reason  of  men- 
tioning Eilom  is,  that  it  is  usual  for  the  prophets  to  denote  the  enemies  of  the  church  in  general, 
by  the  name  of  some  country,  or  people,  which  has  been  remarkable  for  its  hatred  of  the  Jewish 
nation ;  and  that  here  the  prophet  seems  to  take  a  hint  from  some  remarkable  calamity,  that  had 
befallen  the  Edomites,  to  describe  some  more  general  judgment,  that  should  be  inflicted  upon 
the  enemies  of  God's  church  and  people. 

Be  it  so :  still  this  passage  of  scripture  has  no  relation  to  the  sufferings  of  Christ,  but  to  some 
deliverance  of  God's  people  in  ancient  or  later  times,  out  of  the  hands  of  their  unrighteous 
enemies  and  oppressors. 

And  we  may  perceive,  that  these  words  in  ver.  .5.  "  I  looked,  and  there  was  none  to  help ; 
and  I  wondered,  that  there  was  none  to  uphold,  therefore  my  own  arm  brought  salvation  unto 
me,  and  my  fury,  it  upheld  me ;"  do  not  point  to  Christ's  transactions  on  this  earth.  These 
words  may  be  allusively  applied  to  that  great  salvation,  which  is  the  work  of  God  and  Christ 
alone,  but  no  otherwise :  and  allusions,  even  where  no  more  is  intended,  are  dangerous :  for 
texts,  often  alleged  in  the  way  of  allusion,  and  separate  from  the  connection,  are  apt  to  gain  a 
sense  in  our  minds,  which  is  not  the  true  meaning  of  them. 

Your  readers,  if  they  think  fit,  may  compare  this  with  the  same  paragraph  of  the  prophet 
Isaiah,  as  versified  in  the  Protestant  Magazine  for  April,  p.  40. 


TO  THB  INGENIOUS  AUTHOR  OP  THE 

REMARKS 

UPON  I  COR.  XV.  32,  IN  THE  LAST  MAGAZINE,  p.  315.* 
Sir, 

Y  ou  have  touched  upon  a  difficult  text :  permit  me  also  to  propose  some  observations  upon  it. 
You  think  it  probable,  *  that  the  scene  of  danger  here  referred  to,  is  that  mentioned  Acts  xix. 
30,  31/  But  I  rather  think,  that  the  first  epistle  to  the  Corinthians  was  written  and  sent  away, 
before  the  tumult  caused  by  Demetrius.  St.  Luke  there  informs  us,  ver.  22.  "  So  he  sent  into 
Macedonia  two  of  them  that  ministred  unto  him,  Timothy  and  Erastus.  But  he  himself  stayed 
in  Asia  for  a  season.''  Then  at  ver.  £2.  "  And  the  same  time  there  arose  no  small  stir  about 
that  way,*'  &c.  Says  Lightfoot,  vol.  I.  p.  299.  *  Between  ver.  22  and  23,  of  this  nineteenth 
'chapter  of  the  Acts,  falleth  in  the  time  of  St.  Paul's  writing  the  first  epistle  to  the  Corinthians  :* 
which  I  take  to  be  very  right.  You  have  Dr.  Ward  with  you,  at  p.  200,  where  he  says :  *  It  is 
•most  reasonable,  therefore;  to  understand  the  expression  as  metaphorical,  and  that  he  refers  to 
*  the  tumult  raised  by  Demetrius.'  But  turn  over  the  leaf,  and  look  to  p.  199,  there  you  may 
see  him  saying,  <  After  the  affair  of  Demetrius,  he  immediately  left  the  city,  and  went  into 
Macedonia.'  This  decides  the  point.  The  epistle  was  written  before  the  tumult,  not  after  it  j 
and  therefore  cannot  refer  to  it. 

I  understand  the  expression,  "  fighting  with  beasts,"  literally :  I  do  not  love  to  depart  from 
the  proper  meaning  of  a  word,  unless  there  be  a  necessity  for  so  doing. 

Nevertheless  I  do  not  suppose  tJiat  St.  Paul  ever  fought  with  beastd.  St.  Luke  is  entirely 
silent  about  it ;  nor  is  it  mentioned  by  himself  in  the  catalogue  of  his  dangers  and  sufiTerings, 
2  Cor.  xi.  23— -^3.  «  Moreover,*  as  Dr.  Ward  well  observes,  *  had  St.  Paul  been  thus  engaged, 
it  is  difficult  to  apprehend  how  he  could  have  escaped,  without  a  miracle.' 

To  proceed.  I  am  of  opinion  that  St.  PaiU  refers  not  here  to  any  particular  event,  or 
occurrence  of  his  life :  it  is  only  a  supposition  made,  an  afifecting  case  put  by  him,  to  enforce  hi^ 
arguments  in  behalf  of  a  resurrection,  and  a  life  to  come. 

•  First  published  io  the  Libkaxt.  for  October  1761. 
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An  Inqidry  mh  the  Truth  of  the  History  qf  the  Seven  Brothers^  3^-.  40? 

Let  us  observe  the  context.    Ver.  19*  ^^  If  in  this  life  only  we  have  hope  in  Christ,  we  are  of 
all  men  the  most  miserable/'    Ver.  ^.     <<  But  now  is  Christ  risen  from  the  dead,  and  become 
the  first  fruits  of  them  that  slept.'*    Ver.  SO.  «  And  why  stand  we  in  jeopardy  every  hour  f*' 
Ver.  31.  *•  I  protest  by  our  rejoicing,  which  I  have  in  ChWst  Jesus  our  Lord,  I  die  daily. 
I  exert  myself  to  the  utmost,  and  am  continually  exposed  to  the  greatest  dangers :  all  which  X 
acquiesce  in,  and  even  am  joyful ;  hoping  for  a  resurrection,  and  to  be  for  ever  with  Christ. 
Without  that  expectation,  all  such  laborious  and  hazardous  services  would  be  unreasonable,  and 
unprofitable.''    Ver.  32.  •  If,  according  to  a  cruel  custom  which  obtains  among  men,  I  had, 
for  the  sake  of  the  gospel,  been  condemned  in  this  city  to  fight  with  beasts,  and  had  been 
miserably  torn  to  pieces,  and  destroyed  by  them :  would  it  have  been  of  any  advantage  to  me  ? 
None  at  all.     All  such  fortitude  and  alacrity  in  serving  the  interests  of  religion,  and  with  a 
View  to  promote  the  general  good  of  men,  would  have  been  quite  lost,  and  fruitless.     "  If  the 
dead  rise  not,*'  if  there  be  no  life  after  this,  we  might  be  disposed  to  adopt  that  profane  saying, 
^<  Let  us  eat  and  drink,  for  to-morrow  we  die."     But,  my  brethren,  far  be  it  that  any  of  u« 
should  embrace  such  sentiments,  or  act  upon  them,  ver.  S3,  "  be  not  deceived,"  &c.' 
I  allow  of  your  pointing.     My  version  is  little  different  from  yours,  and  agrees  also  with  that 
of  Dr.  Gerdes,  professor  of  divinity  at  Groningen,  who  has  lately  published  a  critical  com- 
mentary upon  this  whole  chapter.     It  is  thus :  ^  Quod  si  secundum  iiominem  etiam  cum  bestiis 
^  decertassem  Ephesi,  quid  indeiul  me  lucri  ?  Si  mortui  non  resurgent,  edamus  &  bibamus.  Cra$ 
*  enim  moriemur.'  A. 


AN  INQUIRY  INTO  THE  TRUTH   OP  THE 

HISTORY   OF  THE   SEVEN   BROTHERS, 

SAID  TO  HAVE  SUFFERED  MARTYRDOM  IN  THE  TIME  OF 
Antiochus  RpiPHAKEs^  2  Macc.  vii/ 

I.  1  HE  truth  of  this  history  depends  entirely  upon  the  second  book  of  the  Maccabees.  Dr. 
Prideaux  has  given  a  large  and  judicious  account  of  both  those  books.  Conn,  year  before  Christ 
166,  p.  185,  &c.     *  The  first,'  he  says,  *  which  is  a  very  accurate  and  excellent  history,  and 

*  comes  the  nearest  to  the  style  and  manner  of  the  sacred  historical  writings  of  any  extant^  wad 
«  written  originally  in  the  Chaldee  language,  of  the  Jerusalem  dialect,  which  was  the  language 
«  spoken  in  Judea  from  the  return  of  the  Jews  thither  from  the  Babylonish  captivity.*  The 
second  book  of  the  Maccabees,  he  says,  was  written  by  an  Egyptian  Jew,  probably  of  Alex- 
andria. But  he  says,  •  it  does  by  no  means  equal  the  acciuateness  and  excellence  ot  the  fifst.' 
And  he  observes,  •  that  it  consists  of  several  pieces  compiled  together,  by  what  author  id 
«  uncertain.  It  begins  with  two  epistles  sent  from  the  Jews  of  Jenmlem,  to  the  Jews  of  Alex- 
«  andria  and  Egypt.  Both  these  epistles  seem  to  be  spurious,  wherever  the  compiler  of  this 
«  book  picked  them  up.* 

After  these  two  epistles,  which  end  at  the  eighteenth  verse  of  the  second  chapter,  the  author 
pr^oses  to  write  of  things,  «  as  declared  by  Jason  of  Cyrene,  in  five  books  which  he  will  assay 
to  abridge  in  one  volume.*    «  But,*  says  Du  Pin,  •  the  author  of  this  abridgment  does  not  make 

•  an  ej:act  abridgment  of  Jason.  Sometimes  he  copies,  sometimes  he  abridges,  and  oftentimes 
•he  passes  from  one  narration  to  another,  and  does  not  relate  facts  in  their  true  order.* 

II.  The  sufferings  of  these  seven  brothers,  and  likewise  of  Eleazar,  related  in  the  sixth 
chapter  of  this  second  book  of  Maccabees,  and  said  to 'be  **  one  of  the  principal  scribes,  and 
fourscore  years  old  and  ten,  are  entirely  omitted  in  the  first  book  of  the  Maccabees  t  though 
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the  autlior  of  it  there  writes  of  the  Jewish  affairs,  and  their  sufferings  in  the  time  of  Antiocfaus. 
It  appears  to  be  probable,  that  he  would  not  have  omitted  the  sufferings  of  these  persons,  if  he 
had  been  acquainted  with  them.  But  so  far  from  relating  them  particularly,  he  does  not  give 
any  the  least  hint  of  them. 

IIL  There  is  not  any  notice  taken  of  this  Eleazar,  or  these  seven  brethren,  or  their  mother, 
by  Josephus,  in  any  of  his  authentic  writings.  He  had  twice  a  fair  occasion  to  mention  them : 
first  in  his  History  of  the  Jewish  War,  written  not  many  years  after  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem, 
in  the  first  book  of  which  he  relates  the  encroachments  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes :  and  secondly 
in  his  Antiquities,  written  many  years  afterwards,  where  he  again  recounts  the  sufferings  of  the 
Jewish  people  under  the  same  pnnce.  Ant.  L.  xii.  cap.  v.  But  in  neither  of  those  works  has  he 
said  any  thing  of  Eleazar,  or  these  seven  brothers ;  whose  story  is  so  remarkable,  that  it  could 
not  have  been  omitted  by  him,  if  it  had  been  matter  of  fact. 

It  is  true,  there  is  a  work,  sometimes  ascribed  to  Josephus,  entitled,  *  Of  the  Empire  of 
Reason,  or  a  Discourse  of  the  Maccabees.'  But,  as  Cave  says,  it  is  denied  to  be  his  by  many 
learned  men.  <  Josephi  tamen  esse  negant  ex  eruditis  quam  plurimi.'  And  the  late  Mr. 
Whiston,  who  translated  into  English  all  the  genuine  writings  of  Josephus,  omitted  this,  and 
would  not  join  it  with  the  rest.     And  in  an  advertisement  at  the  end  of  his  version,  he  saySf 

*  I  have  omitted  what  is  in  the  other  editions  of  Josephus :  I  mean  the  discourse  about  the 
^  Maccabees,  that  is,  about  the  torments  of  the  mother,  and  hei;  seven  children,  under  Antiochus 

*  Epiphanes.     It  is  commended  by  Eusebius,  and  Jerom  tliemselves,  as  an  elegant  performance^ 

*  and  as  the  genuine  work  of  Josephus.     It  seems  to  me  not  to  deserve  that  character.    Nor  can 

*  it,  I  think,  with  the  least  probability  be  ascribed  to  Josephus,  unless  as  a  declamation,  when  he 

*  was  a  school-boy.*  And  he  observes,  that  the  history  is  taken  from  the  second  book  of  the 
Maccabees,  *  which  it  evidently  appears  Josephus  never  made  use  of  in  his  other  writings.*  So 
Mr.  Whiston.     To  me  it  appears  to  be  the  work  of  some  Christian. 

IV.  This  account  is  defective  in  what  we  generally  call  internal  characters  of  credibility. 

1 .  The  thing  is  in  itself  very  extraordinary :  that  so  many  persons,  of  one  and  the  same 
family,  should  be  all  at  one  and  the  same  time  called  out  to  suffer,  and  be  all  steady  and 
valiant.     It  is  very  improbable,  and  almost  incredible-. 

2.  The  whole  story  has  the  appearance  of  a  contrived  fiction.     Krst  there  is  an  account  of 
Eleazar,  who  sufiecs  at  the  age  of  fourscore  years  and  ten,  <  that  he  might  leave  a  notable 
example  to  such  as  are  young,  to  die  willingly  and  courageously  for  the  honourable  and  holy 
laws.*    Then  follow  the  sufferings  and  death  of  these  young  men,  who  too  are  exactly  seven,  a, 
number  much  respected  among  the  Jews. 

S.  The  sufferers  are  not  described  so  particidarly  as  they  ought  to  be,  and  generally  are,  in 
credible  relations.  The  names  of  the  seven  brothers  ate  ml  omitted.  Nor  is  it  said,  what  was 
their  tribe,  or  family,  or  what  was  the  usual  place  of  their  abode*  Nor  are  we  told,  who  was 
tl^er  father.  In  some  modem  accounts  the  fore-mentioned  Eleazar  may  be  said  to  he  their 
father.  But  there  is  no  ground  for  it  in  this  narrative.  Nor  are  we  told  the  name  of  the  mother 
of  tliese  brothers,  though  she  is  so  often  mentioned.  Nor  is  it  said,  how  she  died.  All  that  is 
said,  is  this  r  *«  Last  of  all,  afler  the  sons,  the  mother  died."  In  the  discourse  of  the  Maccabees, 
ascribed  to  Josephus,  it  is  said,  "  the  mother,  that  no  man  might  touch  her  body,  threw  herself 
upon  the  pile.**  Kat  tvce  (jlvi  4/av«/f  t«  (rotiiarog  avTv\g  savnuv  f^fi>J/£  nara  T*jf  rv^g.  chap.  IJ.  Upon 
wnich  the  note  of  Cambesis  might  be  seen.  This  is  one  of  those  passages,  which  makes  me 
think,  that  work  to  have  been  composed  by  a  Christian^  Josippon,  or  Josephus  Ben  Gorion,  a 
Jewish  writer  of  the  ninth  or  tenth  centuiy,  or  later,  says,  that  afler  she  had  offered  up  her  prayer 
to  God,  her  spirit  departed  from  her,  and  she  fell  upon  the  heaps  of  her  sons*  dead  bodies^  and 
lay  upon  the  earth*  But  these  things  are  additional  to  the  original  account.  *  Postquam  desiit 
ita  orare,  &  effundere  orationem  coram  Jehova,  egressa  est  anima  ejus,  dum  adbut  loqueretur,  & 
yexiit  spirit  us  ejus,  &  corruit  super  acervos  corporum  filiorum  ejus  &  jacuit  etiam  cum  eis  projecta 
.^  super  terram,  p.  115,  Oxon.  1706.^ 

4.  These  seven  brothers  are  here  represented  to  have  been  examined^  tortured,  and  slain, 
one  afler  another,  in  the  presence  of  the  king,  or  Antiochus,  Which  is  very  improbable.  For 
such  examinations  and  executions  are  generally  delegated  to  oflBcers.  And  in  the  first  book  of 
the  Maccabees,  upon  which  we  can  depend,  we  are  assured,  that  Antiochus  had  oflScers  fbr  this 
purpose  in  the  several  partaof  Judea.    Sq  1  Mace.  i.  51.    •*  In  the  self-same  manner  wrote  he 
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to  his  whole  kingdom,  and  appointed  overseers  over  all  the  people,  commanding  the  cities  of 
Judah  to  sacrifice,  cit^  by  city,**  And  aftAwards  it  is  particularly  said,  1  Mace.  ii.  25,  ••  that* 
Mattathias  slew  the  kuig's  commissioner  at  Modin,  who  compelled  men  to  sacrifice/' 

5.  It  is  not  said,  or  hinted,  where  these  persons  suffered.  Here  is  a  very  extraordinary 
transaction,  seven  men,  all  brothers,  the  sons  of  one  mother,  tried,  tortured,  put  to  death,  one 
after  another,  in  the  presence  of  a  great  king.  But  where,  is  not  said,  whetlier  at  Jerusalem,  or 
in  some  other  city  of  Judea.  As  it  is  not  said,  where  all  this  happened,  we  may  not  unreasonably 
infer,  it  never  happened,  or  was  done  any  where. 

For  these  reasons  this  history  appears  so  much  like  a  fiction,  that  I  do  not  see,  how  it  can  be 
relied  upon  as  true.  Many  acts  of  Christian  martyrs,  which  had  been  received  for  a  while,  have 
since  been  examined  by  learned  men,  and  rejected,  some  as  spurious,  others  as  very  much 
interpolated :  why  then  should  we  be  afraid  to  examine  a  like  narrative  ia  a  Jewish  apocryphal 
book,  of  little  credit? 

Obj.  It  wiH  be  said :  does  not  the  writer  of  the  epistle  to  tlie  Hebrews  refer  to  this  histiDry, 
and  thereby  assure  us  of  the  truth  of  it  ?  Heb.  xi.  S5.  "  And  others  were  tortured,  not  accepting' 
deliverance,  that  they  might  obtain  a  better  resurrection/*  To  which  I  answer.  It  is  not  clear, 
or  certain,  that  there  is  a  reference  tatbis  history  in  that  text.  And  1  shall  add  a  part  of  what 
Mr.  Hallett  says  upoa  this  place,  in^his  paraphrase  and  notes  upon  the  three  last  chapters  of  the 
epistle  ta  the  Hebrews.  *  All  the  commentators  agree  in  supposing,  that  the  apostle  here  refers 
^  to  the  history  oi  the  martyrdom  of  Eleazar,  and  the  mother,  and  her  seven  sons,  mentioned  in 
^  the  second  book  of  the  Maccabees.  And  I  was  once  carried  away  with  the  stream  ;  but  I  am 
•^now  persuaded,  that  the  apostle^  iirthis  whole  chapter,  does  not  refer  to  any  exaniples  that  are 

*  recommended  by  any  other  book,  beside  the  holy  scripture.    Estiusgoes  upon  this  same  general 

*  principle :  and  therefore  concludes  from  the  common  application  of  this  passage,  that  it  affords 

*  more  than  a  probable  argument  for  the  sacred  authority  of  the  second  book  of  the  Maccabees. 

♦  For,^  says  he,  **  all  the  examples  of  the  saints  mentioned,  either  expressly,  or  tacitly,  in  this 
"  chapter,  are  taken  from  the  sacred  scriptures,  that  is,  from  those  books,  which  were  in  the 
*•  days  of  the  writer  of  this  epistle  esteemed  to  be  sacred  by  Christians.**    Yet  still  how  a  man 

*  of 'Estiiis's  excellfent  good  sense  could  have  a  notion,  that  the  second  book  of  the  Maccabees, 

♦  was  a  part  of  sacred  scripture,  when  it  was  confessedly  written  after  the  spirit  of  prophecy 

*  ceased  in  Malachi,  and  before  it  was  restored  in  John  the  Baptist,  is  not  a  little  surprising. 

•  But  there  is  no  more  need  to  go  to  the  Apocrypha,  than  to  Fox*s  Book  of  Martyrs,  for 

*  instances  of  men,  "  being  tortured,  not  accepting  deliverance.**  There  are  confessedly  several 
**in5tances  of  this  kind  in  the  Old  Testament.  The  apostle,  just  after,  more  particularly  points 
«  at  the  persons  he  means,  viz.  such  as  "  were  stoned,  sawn  asunder,  or  slain  with  the  sword,** 

*  ver.  37.  "  These  were  tortured*  These  did  not  accept  deliverance.**  •  And  these  refiised  to- 
♦-accept  of  deliverance  upon  sinful  terms,  for  this  very  end,  "  that  they  might  obtain  a  blessed. 
♦resurrection"  to  eternal  life.    These  therefore  may  be  the  persons  here  meant.* 

I  am  not  fond  oi  singularity :  yet  I  hope  I  can  follow  truth  alone,  with  a  view  of  increasing 
her  train,  and  having  more  company  in  time,  attracted  by  the  same  reasons  and  arguments,  by 
which  I  have  been  swayed  myself. 

We  have  just  seen  how  Mr.  Hallett  argues,  and  that  these  persons  are  not' referred  to  in  the 
epistle  to  the  Hebrews}  but  I  do  not  say  that  he  denied  the  fact,  since  he  has  not  expressly 
told  us. 

I  once  thought  that  Dr.  Prideaux  doubted  of  the  truth  of  this  history,  because  he  has  not 
particularly  related  it ;  and  because  he  points  at  the  want  of  a  material  circumstance,  the  place 
of  this  transaction^  But  perhaps  I  was  mistaken ;  however  I  shall  transcribe  here  what  he  says : 
Conn,  year  before  Christ  I67,  p.  181.  «*On  this  occasion  happened  the  martyrdom  of  Eleazar, 
♦•and  of  the  mother  and  her  seven  sons,  which  we  have  described  to  us  by  the  author  of  the 

•  wcond  book  of  the  Maecabees,  and  by  Josephus :  by  both  of  which  a  full  account  having  been 

♦  given  of  this  matter,  especially  the  latter;  1  refer  my  readers  to  them.     Rufinus,  in  his  Latin 

♦  paraphrase  of  this  book  of  Josephus,  concerning  the  Maccabees,  gives  us  the  names  of  these 
♦•seven  brothers,  and  of  their  mother.  [Maccabees,  Aber,  Machir,  Judas,  Achaz,  Aseth,  Jacob : 
♦•and  their  mother*8  name  Solomona:  but  the  later  Jewish  historians  call- her.  Anna.]    And  he 

♦  tells  us,  that  as  well  they  as  Eleazar  were  carried  from  Judea  to  Antioch :  and  that  it  was  tliere 

♦  that  they  were  judged  by  Antiochus  j.  but  without  any  authority  tlut  we  know  of  for  eitlierj, 
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<  excq>t  his  own  invention.    The  reason  of  the  thing,  as  well  as  the  tenor  of  the  histoiTt  whidi 

<  is  given  us  of  it  by  both  the  authors  I  have  mentioned,  make  it  much  more  likel^^  that  Jem* 
«  salem,  and  not  Antioch,  was  made  the  scene  of  this  cruelty :  and  that,  especially,  since  it  beii^ 

<  designed  for  an  example  of  terror  unto  the  Jews  of  Judea,  it  would  have  lost  its  force,  if 

<  executed  any  where  else  than  in  that  country/ 

So  says  that  eminent  writer :  but,  I  presume,  that  no  modem,  however  learned  and  eminaat, 
can  determine  the  place  of  an  event,  which  is  entirely  omitted  by  all  ancient  writers.  If  Rufinus 
had  no  authonty  for  placing  this  transaction  at  Antioch,  except  his  own  invention ;  Prideaiuc 
can  have  no  better  authority  in  behalf  of  Jerusalem.  And  if  these  brothers  were  tortured,  and 
slain  in  the  presence  of  Antiochus,  Rufinus's  conjecture  would  be  as  plausible  as  any  other.  But 
all  conjectures  of  this  sort  are  vain  and  groundless.     And  they  should  be  declined,  and  never  be 

Eroposed,  or  mentioned  by  wise  and  sedate  men.     We  cannot  now  add  to  what  ancient  authors 
ave  delivered.     In  history  there  is  no  room  for  invention. 

I  am  desirous,  gentlemen,  if  you  please,  by  your  means^  to  recommend  these  thoughts  to  the 
consideration  of  the  public  A. 


A 

LETTER 

TO  THE  AUTHOR  OF  THE 


REMARKS  UPON  THE  INQUIRY  INTO  THE  TRUTH  OF  THE  HISTORY 
OF  THE  SEVEN  BROTHERS  IN  THE  MACCABEES/ 

Sir, 

1  AM  obliged  to  you  for  your  Remarks^  as  they  will  give  me  an  opportunity  farther  to  clear  up 
the  point. 

You  chiefly  object  to  what  I  have  alleged  from  Mr.  Hallett,  relating  to  Heb.  xi.  35. 

You  sav,  «  There  are  no  instances  in  the  Old  Testament  of  any  persons,  who,  on  account  of 
<  their  faith  in  God,  were  sawn  asunder,  or  wandered  about  in  sheep-skins  or  goat-skin^,  or  were 

*  afflicted  by  other  instances  of  distress  or  persecution,  mentioned  in  the  three  verses  above  men- 

*  tioned,*  viz.  55,  36,  37. 

But  I  somewhat  wonder  that  you  should  say  so.     Is  it  not  the  opinion  of  all  interpreters  in 

feneral,  that  by  the  persons  "  who  wandered  about  in  sheep-skins,  and  goat-skins,**  are  intended 
Jijah  and  Elisha,  and  other  prophets  of  the  Old  Testament?  And,  sa^s  Clement  of  Rome^  a 
companion  of  St.  Paul,  in  his  epistle  to  the  church  of  Corinth,  clu  xvii.  Let  us  be  imitators  of 
those  who  went  about  in  goatskins  and  sheep-skins,  preaching  the  coming  of  Christ :  we  mean 
the  prophets,  Elijah,  and  Elisha,  and  EzekieJ,  &c.  which  passage  is  largely  quoted  by  Clement 
of  Alexandria  in  the  fourth  book  of  his  Stromata.  And  see  1  Kings  xix.  13,  19.  ^md  2  Kings  iL 
8,  13,  14,  in  the  Greek  version,  where  Elijah's  mantle  is  called  a  melote. 

And  Estius  and  Grotius  have  referred  to  persons  in  the  Old  Testament,  who  were  instances 
of  all  the  several  sorts  of  distress  and  persecution,  mentioned  in  ver.  36  and  37*  though  they 
also  take  notice  of  other  like  examples  in  later  times. 

Dr.  Owen's  observation  upon  ver.  36,  which  also  may  be  applied  elsewhere,  is  to  this  pur- 
pose :  *  It  is  of  no  use  to  fix  the  particulars  here  mentioned  to  certain  determinate  persons. 
*  For  seeing  the  apostle  has  left  that  undetermined,  so  may  we  do  also.    Certain  it  ia^  that  there 

*  First  pablisbed  in  the  Libjukt  for  Migf  J702. 
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*  werd  in  these  dajs  believers^  who  through  faith^  patiently  and  victcnriously  underwent  these 
« things/ 

You  presently  after  say,  *  Much  less  are  there  any  instances  of  persons  in  these  calamitous  cir- 
<  cumstances,  to  whom  deliverance  was  offered  on  sinful  conditions,  in  any  of  the  canonical 

*  books  of  the  Old  Testament.     Nor  are  there  any  persons  mentioned  in  the  said  scriptures,  to 
«  have  expressed  their  hopes  of  obtaining  a  better  resurrection,  either  in  these,  or  any  other 

*  circumstances/ 

Here,  Sir,  you  should  have  attended  to  what  Mr.  Hallett  says,  as  quoted  by  me  in  the 
Inquiry.     *  But  there  is  no  more  need  to  go  to  the  Apocrypha,  than  to  Fox's  Book  of  Martyrs, 

*  for  instances  of  men,  being  tortured,  not  accepting  deliverance.     There  are,  confessedly, 

*  several  instances  of  this  kind  in  the  Old  Testament.   The  apostle,  just  after,  particularly  points 
'  at  the  persons  he  means.     And  these  refused  to  accept  deliverance  upon  sinful  terms,  for  that 

*  very  end,  that  they  might  obtain  a  blessed  resurrection  to  eternal  life.' 

This  appears  to  me  very  right.  The  persons,  just  referred  to,  and  many  others,  who  suffered 
death  in  tne  times  of  the  Old  Testament,  mi^ht  have  avoided  it,  if  they  would  have  practised 
sinful  compliances ;  but  they  refused  so  to  do,  m  hopes  of  future  recompenses. 

Mr.  Hallett's  observation,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  is  agreeable  to  the  style  of  the  apostle 
in  this  epistle,  and  particularly  in  this  chapter :  thus  at  ver.  24*.  **  By  faith  Moses,  when  he  came 
to  years,  refused  to  be  called  the  son  of  Pharaoh's  daughter."  Moses  did  not  tell  her,  nor  any 
one  else,  that  he  would  no  more  be  called  or  reckoned  her  son  ;  but  he  showed  his  refusal  of  that 
character  by  his  conduct.  As  St.  Stephen  says.  Acts  vii.  23.  "  And  when  he  was  full  forty  years 
old,  it  came  into  his  heart  to  visit  his  brethren  the  children  of  Israel."  *  Non  legitur  eam  adoptionem 
Moses  verbis  respuisse  sed  facto  satis  respuit,  quando  relicta  aula  regia  ad  fratres  suos  in  afilic* 
tione  egressus  est,  nee  ad  aulas  delicias  ultra  reversus,  ut  legitur/  £xod.  cap.  ii.  and  Acts  vii. 
Estius. 

In  like  manner,  ver.  14.  "  For  they  that  say  such  things,  declare  plainly,  that  they  seek  a 
country."  Ver.  16.  "  But  now  they  desire  a  better  country,  that  is,  an  heavenly."  They 
declared  and  manifested  this  by  their  conduct,  and  by  some  of  their  words.  Nevertheless,  they 
never  expressly  said,  that  they  sought,  or  desired,  a  better,  and  a  heavenly  country. 

You  observe,  *  iJhat  the  noun  ru/xTavov,  as  it  stands  for  an  instrument  of  torture,,  occurs  not  in 
any  part  of  the  canonical  Greek  scriptures.'  You  mean  I  think,  of  the  Old  Testament.  I  therefore 
add :  nor  is  that  word  in  St.  Paul.  But  the  word  rv^Lveni^oiLcn^  used  by  him  Heb.  xi.  35,  is  in 
1  Sam.  xxi.  13,  a  part  of  canonical  Greek  scripture. 

You  add ;  <  Neither  is  any  inflection  of  the  word  rv/xTavi{o|ui«(/,  signifying  torturing  in  general, 
'  to  be  found  any  where,  but  in  this  single  passage  of  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews. 

On  the  contrary  Gataker,  in  his  laboured  Disquisition  concerning  this  noun  and  verb, 
expressly  says,  that  the  verb  is  oflen  used  in  that  larger  sense.  ^  Sed  illud  adjicere  non  abs  usu 
fiierit,  TO  wjcolvfi^iMVi^ecbcci,  latiori  etiam  significatu  non  raro  usurpari..  Quum  enim  modus  iste 
toUendi  miseros  mortales,  utpote  qui  promptus  nimis  &  proclivis  esset,  frequentius  adhiberetur, 
inde  natum  est,  ut  TviLTuvti^etrbfit  nai  ttTolvf^xavi^scbai  dicerentur,  qui  vi  aliqua  e  medio  tollebantur, 
sive  fuste,  sive  reste,  give  ferro^  id  fieret/  Misc.  cap.  46.  p.  912.  Vid.  &  Poli  Synops.  in  loc. 
p.  1375.  M. 

I  shall  allege  one  place  where  it  is  so  used.  It  is  in  the  epistle  of  the  churches  of  Vienne 
and  Lyons  concerning  their  martyrs  and  confessors.     *  The  governor  wrote  to  the  emperor  for 

*  directions  concerning  some  who  were  in  prison.    The  emperor  directed,  that  they,  who  stiU 
«  confessed  Christ  should  be  put  to  death,  [t8(  /x^v  avolv(x%cevi(r6vivtUf  ut  confidentes  gladio  caede- 

*  rentur  Vales.]  and  that  they  who  renounced  the  faith  should  be  set  at  liberty.     When  there- 

*  fore  the  governor  had  ^ain  interrogated  them,' as  many  as  were  found  to  be  Roman  citizens^ 

*  he  ordered  to  be  beheaded,  the  rest  were  cast  to  the  wild  beasts.' 

*  The  apostle,'  you  say,  *  or  whoever  wrote  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  mentions  the  matter 

*  in  very  general  terms,  and  with  no  other  circumstances,  than  what  might  very  naturally  and 

*  probably  happen  to  some  martyrs  in  the  persecution  under  Antiochus.'' 

But  the  histcny,  to  wliich  you  suppose  the  apostle  to  refer,  is  unnatural,  and  improbable,  and 
very  unlikely  to  happen  under  the  persecution  of  Antiochus,  or  any  other  persecution  whatever, 
as  was  before  shown  in  the  Inquiry. 

You  proceed.    ♦  And  as  no  critic  seems  to  doubt  but  the  history  was  extant,  when  the 
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*  epistle  to  the  Hebrews  was  written,  we  may  be  sure,  that  whatever  the  writer  of  that  epistle 
'  though':,   the    Hebrews,   to  whom   he  wrote,   believed  an  history  so  honourable  to  their 

*  countrymen/ 

But  I  do  not  see  how  we  can  be  svre  of  that  This  history  is  omitted  in  the  first  book  of 
the  Maccabees,  where  it  might  have  been  property  inserted,  and  probably  would  have  been 
iuserted,  if  it  had  been  true  and  generally  credited  and  respected  by  the  Jewish  people. 

Josephus  was  contemporary  with  the  apostle,  and  the  Hebrews,  to  whom  he  wrote.  But  he 
did  not  write  till  after  St.  Paul's  martyrdom,  and  after  the  death  of  manv  of  the  Hebrews,  to 
whom  he  wrote.  He  has  never  taken  any  notice  of  these  martyrs,  thougn  he  had  twice  a  fair 
occasion  for  it.  How  then  can  we  be  sure,  that  the  history  of  the  martyrs,  in  the  second  book 
of  Maccabees,  was  generally  believed  and  respected  by  the  Hebrews  ? 

I  do  not  know  when  the  second  book  of  the  Maccabees  was  published;  but  Mr.'Whiston, 
who  was  well  acquainted  with  the  writings  of  Josephus,  says,  that  he  never  made  uae  of  it  If 
therefore  it  was  extant  in  his  time,  it  was  venr  obscure,  and  in  little  or  no  credit  Nor  do  we 
at  all  want  it  for  explaining  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews. 

Once  more,  Mr.  Hallett,  as  you  observe,  affirms^ '  that  they  who  were  tortured  not  accepting 

<  deliverance,  ver.  35,  and  they  who  were  stoned,  sawn  asunder,  &c.  ver.  37,  were  the  same 

*  persons.*     Whereas  the  text  assures  us,  ver.  86,  that  they  were  not  the  same  persons, 
but  others. 

But  here  you  seem  to  me,  partly,  to  mistake  both  St.  Paul,  and  Mr.  Hallett  The  otiiers 
are  those  next  mentioned,  who  did  not  sufier  death.  And  they  are  of  four  sorts.  Some  were 
exposed  to  "  mockings,"  some  to  **  scourginffs,'*  some  to  ^  bonds,'*  some  to  "  imprisonment" 
After  which  such  are  mentioned  as  suffered  death :  of  which  also,  according  to  our  present 
reading,  there  are  four  sorts.  "  They  were  stoned,  they  were  sawn  asunder,  were  tempted, 
were  slain  with  the  sword."  To  these,  and  others,  the  apostle  may  refer.  For  there  were  many 
prophets<ind  other  good  men,  who  suffered  death,  amone  the  Jewish  p^ple,  who  might  have  saved 
their  lives  by  sinful  compliances.  See  Neh.  ix.  26,  and  1  Kings  xviii.  xix.  There  were,  particularly, 
many  such  patient  and  victorious  su^rers,  in  the  times  of  the  two  prophets,  Elijah  and  Elisha,  from 
whom  the  **  women,"  mentioned  ver.  35,  **  received  their  dead  raised  to  life  again."  After 
which  therefore  the  apostle  adds,  most  beautiftiUy,  and  agreeably  to  the  force  and  elegance,  for 
which  this  epistle  is  so  remarkable :  "  And  others  were  put  to  death,  not  acceptiiig  deliverance, 
that  they  might  obtain  a  better  resurrection." 

I  have  allowed  myself  to  be  very  minute  and  particular  in  my  answer  to  your  remarks,  con- 
sidering the  uncommonness  of  the  subject :  for  which  reason  I  hope  it  will  be  excused  by  your- 
self and  others. 

Mr.  Hallett  says,  <  All  the  commentators  agree  in  supposing,  that  the  apostle  here  refers  to 

<  the  iiistories  in  the  second  book  of  the  Maccabees.'     But  perhaps  he  there  allows  more  than 
he  needed  to  do.     Wolfius  expresses  himself  in  this  cold  and  general  manner :  *  There  are,  who 

<  think  there  is  here  a  reference  to  the  seven  brothers  in  the  Maccabees.  Ad  septem  fratres  Mac- 

*  cabeos  respici,  sunt,  qui  existiment' 

St.  Chrysostom,  in  a  homily  upon  part  of  this  chapter,  8a3rs,  ^  he  thinks  the  persons  here  in- 
^  tended  are  John  and  James :   for  ^itorvfLvifffLog  denotes  beheading.    They  might  have  lived 

*  longer :  but  they  who  had  raised  up  others  to  life,  chose  to  die,  that  they  might  obtain  a  better 

*  resurrection.'  In  Hebr.  Hom.  27,  tom.  XII.  p.  248.  I  do  not  think  this  interpretation  to  be 
Tight :  for  St.  Paul  refers  to  such  as  lived  before  the  coming  of  Christ.  But  we  hence  discern, 
that  Chrysostom  did  not  then  think  of  the  Maccabees,  or  that  the  apostle  referred  to  them. 
Theophylact,  following  Chrysostom,  says,  *  they  were  beheaded,'  meaning  John,  and  James  the 
son  of  Aebedee.    But  others  by  that  word  understand  being  beaten  with  clubs. 
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LETTER 

UPON  THE  PERSONALITY  OF  THE  SPIRIT, 

written  in  the  tear  1762,  to  the  rev.  mr,  caleb  pleming. 

Sir,  . 

xov  refer  me  to  John  xvi.  13,  as  a  difficult  text  relating  to  the  personality  of  tlie  spirit  I 
must  refer  you  to  the  letter  written  in  1730,  p.  141,  145,  and  p.  148,  150. — At  p.  141,  that  and 
other  texts  are  proposed  j  and  in  the  same  place  follow  explications  of  those  texts  sufficient  to 
remove  all  difficulties. 

Christ's  promise  of  the  spirit,  and  all  his  expressions  made  use  of  about  it,  as  recorded  in 
St.  John's  gospel,  are  explained  in  the  Acts,  where  is  the  history  of  the  accomplishment  of  all 
these  promises.  The  fulfilment  plainly  shows,  that  by  theTspirit,  to  be  sent,  is  meant  an  effiision 
.  of  spiritual  gifts  of  power,  knowledge  and  understanding. 

Our  Lord  himself  has  explained  it  thus,  John  vii.  38.  "  He  that  believeth  on  me,  out  of  his 
belly  shall  flow  rivers  of  living  water.**  There  is  the  plentiful  effiision  of  knowledge,  &c.  It 
follows,  ver.  39.  "  But  this  lie  ^ake  of  the  spirit,  whiqh  they  that  believe  on  him  should 
receive:  for  the  Holy  Ghost  was  not  yet  fgivenj,  because  Jesus  was  not  yet  glorified.'* 
Miraculous  gifts  are  the  spirit.  That  is  what  Christ  promised  when  he  spoka  of  the  spirit.  So 
Mark  xvi.  17*  18.  "  And  these  signs  shall  follow  them  that  believe.  In  my  name  Mall  they 
cast  out  daemons:  they  shall  speak  with  tongues:  they  shall  take  up  serpents;  and  if  thev 
drink  any  deadly  thing,  it  shall  not  hurt  them :  they  shall  lay  hands  on  the  sick,  and  they  shall 
recover/*  These  are  Uie  "  living  waters  '*  promised  John  vii.  38,  which  at  ver.  39,  are  said  to 
be  the  ^piiit. 

Acts  V.  32,  is  a  remarkable  text,  and  is  explained  in  the  above  letter,  p.  15a  "  And  we  are 
liis  witnesses  of  these  things  j  ani  so  is  also  the  Holy  Ghost,  whom  God  hath  given  to  them 
•that  obey  him:**  that  is,  these  are  the  miraculous  gifts  which  God  has  bestowed  upon  us,  and 
tipon  others,  who  believe  in  Jesus,  &c.  These  miraculous  gift^,  bestowed  upon  believers,  arc 
the  promised  spirit,  of  which  Christ  told,  John  xv.  26,  *«  He  shall  testify  of  me.** 

John  xvL  12.  "  I  have  many  things  to  say  unto  you,  but  ye  cannot  bear  them  now.**  How^ 
^ver,  be  easy,  in  a  short  time  you  shall  be  so  illuminated  from  above,  as  to  know  all  those  things 
distinctly. 

Ver.  13.  "  Howbeit,  when  the  spirit  of  truth  is  come,**  or  when  the  divine  miraculous 
powers  and  gifts,  which  are  to  testify  to  the  truth  of  my  mission  and  doctrine,  are  poured  out 
upon  you,  "  He  will  ^uide  you  into  all  truth."  You  will  be  enabled  to  understand  every  thing 
relating  to  the  institution  which  God  is  setting  up  by  me,  &c.  So  we  find,  that  gradually  the 
apostles  were  able  to  speak  properly  to  Jews  and  Gentiles,  as  they  were  instructed  in  the  right 
manner  of  receiving  the  Gentiles,  of  which  they  had  no  notion,  whilst  Christ  was  with  them,  nor 
till  after  they  were  illuminated  from  above,  after  his  ascension^ 

It  is  certain  that  the  Holy  Ghost  is  often  mentioned  as  a  gift  or  power  plainly.  These  texts 
may  enable  us  to  understand  others,  if  we  will  exercise  our  reason.  Dr.  Ward  says,  p.  159p 
that  the  term,  the  "  Holy  Ghost,"  often  denotes  a  power,  cannot  be  questioned;  as  where  tlie 
apostles  and  other  Christians  at  tiiat  time,  are  said  to  be  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost. 

There  are  no  wishes  of  peace  from  the  Spirit  at  the  beginning  or  ending  of  the  apostolical 
episdes ;  nor  any  where  ascrq>tions  of  glory  to  the  Spirit. 

There  are  also  other  text^  leading  us  to  think  that  the  apostles  knew  not  of  any  divine 
VOL-  v-  3  P 
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person  under  the  name  spiriu  If  they  had,  he  would  have  been  mentioned  by  them«  1  Tim. 
V.  21.  "I  charge  thee,  betore  God  and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  elect  angels.**  Rev,.L44  5. 
«<  Grace  from  him,  which  is—  and  from  the  seven  spirits  before  the  throne,  and  from  Jesus 
Christ/'  Our  Lord  will  **  come  in  the  glory  of  the  Father,  with  the  holy  angels/'  'How  could 
the  holy  spirit  be  omitted  in  all  these  places,  if  Jesus  and  his  apostlea  kaew  Uiere  was  a  divine 
^irit  equal  to  the  Father,  or  nearly  so  ? 
November  1^,  17<53^. 

Shall  I  add  a  few  more  thoughts^  upon  the  same  subject  ?* 

By  the  Holy  Ghost  is  plainly  meant,  in  divers  places,  a  power,  a  gift,  an  efiusion  of  spiritual 
gifts.  John  viu  39-  **  For  the  Holy  Ghost  was  not  yet  given."  So  we  translate,  supplying  the 
sense.  But  the  Greek  is,  *•  for  the  Holy  Ghost  was  not  yet  i'*  and  so  the  Latin  vuIgate^  and 
Beza,  noruhm  erat  spiritus  snnctus.  In  Dr.  Jortin's  Life  of  Erasmus,  voK  I.  p.  420,  are  some 
curious  observations  upon  that  text.  If  by  the  Holy  Ghost  is  to  be  understood  a  divine  person^ 
St.  John  would  not  say,  that  "  he  did  not  exist  yet  J'  Read  also  Acts  xix.  1 — 19.  There  are 
Hwelve  Jewish  people  who  know  not  that  there  **  was  any  Holy  Ghost."  The  meaning  is^  ithey 
did  not  know  tnat  there  was  an  effusion  of  spiritual  gifts,*  in  which  they  could  partake.  St  Paul 
laid  his  hands  upon  thenu  and  the  **  Holy  Ghost  came  on  them,  and  they  spake  with  tongues* 
and  jprophesied.**    Compare  Acts  x.  45,  and  xi.  15— 17* 

Our  Lord  has  tcJd  us  what  he  meant  hj  the  Comforter,**  John  xiv.  2G,  "  but  the  Comforter^ 
which  is  the  Holy  Ghost,"  meaning  the  miraculous  knowledge  and  understanding  which  they 
should  receive  by  inspiration* 

"  The  blasphemy  against  the  Holy  Ghost**  is  blaspheming  the  miraculous  works  which 
Qirist  did,  or  proffessed  to  do,  by  the  power  or  finger,  or  spirit  of  God^  To  ascribe  diose  works 
to  daemons,  or  toSatim  himself,  was  that  blasphemy. 

Johjd  xvL  14.  *«  He  shall  receive  of  mine,  and  shall  show  it  unto  you.^**  This,  relates  to  some 
thin^  o£  which  Christ  had  spoken,  but  not  fully,  and  which  the  disciples  did  not  yet  understand;. 

Sarttcularbr  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles,  and  the  manner  of  receiving  them.  Says  Christy 
ohn  X.  lo.  "  And  other  sheep  1  have  which  are  not  of  this  fold,  them  also  I  must  bring." 
And  he  several  times  said,  that  many  should  come  Groitt  the  east  and  the  west^-and  the  children 
of  the  kingdom  be  cast  out.  These  things,  were  explained  afterwards,  to  the  disciples  by  divers 
miracuknis  manifestations,  as  we  see  in  the  Acts,  chap.  x.  and  elsewhere.  And  gr^ualiy,  by 
such  means,  the  disciples  were  led.  into.  ^<  all  truth,''  that  is,  every  thing  relating  to  the  gospel 
institution. 

Novembec  22^  1762. 

SNA  OF  THE  LETTER  TO  C.   ELEMIKO^. 
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THE   LATE   DR.  WARD'S    DISSERTATIONS 

VTOV 

SE\^RAL  PASSAGES  OP  THE  SACRED  SCRIPTURES, 

UrUEXlEIN  ARE  SHOWN,  BESIDE  OTHER  THINGS,  THAT   ST.  JOHN  COMPUTED   THE  HOLRS  OF  THE   DAV 

AFTER  THE  JEWISH  MANNER:    WHO  ARE  THE  GREEKS,  JOHN  XII,   WHO  THE  GRECIANS,- ACTS  VI. 

THE  DESIGN  OF  THE   APOSTOLIC   DECREE,   ACTS  XV.     THAT   THERE  WAS   BUT 

ONE  SORT  OF  JEWISH  PROSELYTES:   WHEREIN  LAY  THE  FAULT 

OF  ST*  PETEB^  AND  HOW  ST*  PAUL  MAY  BE  VINDICATED. 


INTRODUCTION. 


Dr.  Ward^s  intimate  acquaintance  with  antiquity,  and  his  uncommon  Bkill  in  all  parts  of 
literature  are  well  knowiu  His  sincere  piety  and  respect  for  the  sacred  scriptures  were  as  con- 
spicuous. And  his  dissertations,  though  posthumous,  have  been  well  received  by  the  public. 
Nevertheless* among  many  curious  criticisms,. and  just  observations,  there  are  some  things,  which 
appeaF  to  deserve  farther  consideration.  I  hope,  therefore^  that  my  making  remarks  upon  some 
places,  where  I  hesitate,  will  not  be  reckoned  inconsistent  with  the  respect  which  I  long  had,  and 
still  have  for  the  learned  and  pious  author. 

And  I  may  take  this  opportunity  to  enlarge  upon  some  articles^  beyond  what  the  desjgn  of 
making  remarks  would  require. 


CHAP     L 

X  AGE  73.  diss.  xxi.  «  The  case  of  tlie  daemoniac,  who  resided  among  the  tombs  on  the  coast  of 
Gadara.' 

As  my  remarks  are  to  be  made  in  the  order  of  the  dissertations,  I  begin  with  this.  Upon 
i?vhich  I  have  received  some  observations  ih  a  letter  from  my  much  esteemed  friend,  Mn  Thomas 
Mole,  which  I  shall  here  transcribe. 

*  I  have  read  the  Dissertations  of  Dr.  Ward :  among  which  I  find  one  upon  the  case  of  the 
^  dannoniac,  who  resided  among  the  tombs  on  the  coast  of  Gadara. 

*  This  affair  of  the  possessions  is  an  embarrassment,  which  one  would  be  glad  fairly  to  get  rid 

*  of.    The  interpretation,  which  represents  them  as  mad,  or  otherwise  grievously  diseased,  seems 

*  to  be  the  only  method  effectually  to  remove  it  A  great  deal  has  been  wntten  to  show  the 
«  probability  of  this  explanation,  and  principally  by  .yourself.  Our  late  friend  seems  to  have 
<  been  very  tenacious  of  the  other  sense^  and  treats  them  as  real  possessions.    He  justly  obsenroo 
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*  the  impropriety  of  calling  devils  what  in  the  evangdists  is  called  daemons ;  but  does  not^  I 

*  think,  so  fairly,  as  one  would  desire,  ar^e  in  support  of  their  being  possessions. 

*  The  man,'  he  says,  p.  75,  *  is  here  described,  as  wholly  unconversable,  so  fierce  that  no  one 
«  dared  come  near  him.  This  must  have  been  at  times  only.  For  it  is  said,  Mark  v.  4,  that  he 
'  had  been  often  bound  with  fetters  and  chains,  and  the  chains  had  been  plucked  asunder  by 

*  him,  and  the  fetters  broken  in  pieces.*'    So  that  it  is  going  farther  than  the  text  allows,  to 

*  say  of  him,  that  none  dared  to  come  near  him,  during  all  the  time,  since  he  was  first  seized : 

*  as  he  evidently,  I  think,  means.     For  he  adds  immediately :  he  had  lived  a  long  time  ip  that 

*  condition. 

*  When  it  is  added  by  St.  Mark,  ver.  4,  "  neither  could  any  man  tame  him,"  it  seems  to  me, 

*  that  there  had  been  many  trials  of  cure  undertaken,  and  various  methods  used  for  that  purpose, 

*  though  without  success,  especially  if  he  was  a  man  of  any  note  in  that '  city.     For  ex  toA^*?, 
«  "  out  of  the  city,"  in  St.  Luke,  must,  I  think,  refer  to  the  place  of  his  habitation,  while  he  was 

*  sane,  rather  than  when  thus  disordered,  and  from  which  he  came,  when  he-  met  Jesus.     And 

*  the  word,  Ja/xtffai^  here  used,  and  in  St.  James  iiii  7>  of  "  taming  wild  beasts,"  and  the  "  tongues 

*  of  men,"  seems  not  improperly  to  express  the  cure  of  madness,  and  perhaps  more  properly  Sian 

*  the  dispossession  of  daemons.    It  might  deserve  our  inquiry,  whether  it  is  never  so  used  by  the 
^  ancients,  in  treating  of  maniacal  cases. 

<  It  appears  farther  probable  to  me,  that  this  man  had  his  madness  by  fits,  or  at  certain 

*  seasons,  with  intervals  of  sanity  between  them :  and  that  when  his  fits  were  observed  to  be 

<  coming  on,  he  was  bound  by  bis  friends  (with  whom  he  might  possibly  have  lived  in  those 

*  intervals)  to  prevent  his  doing  harm  to  himself,  or  others,  and  have  him  more  under  command. 

*  Does  not  St.  Luke  say,  or  mean  this?  viii.  29.  "  For  oftentimes,  toXAc/^  xqovotCf  it  had  caught 
^  him,  and  he  was  kept  ^XcurcoiLtvog^  bound  with  chains  and  fetters.     And  he  brake  the  bands, 

*  and  was  driven  of  the  devil  into  the  wilderness."    St.  Mark  says,  he  had  been  "  often  bound,*' 
«  %oXKdHtc.    St.  Matthew,  viii.  28,  ascribes  to  him  this  exceeding  fierceness  only,  when  coming 

*  out  of  the  tombs  to  them. 

*  Hence  I  would  farther  observe,  that  we  are  under  no  necessity  of  allowing  what  we  find 

<  asserted,  that  he  had  lived  a  long  time  in  this  condition ;  and  therefore  was  neither  capable, 

*  nor  had  any  opportunity  of  knowing  any  thing  concerning  Christ  or  his  character.   For  though 

*  he  had  been  ever  so  long  a  time  disordered,  if  there  had  been  any  intervals  (and  the  longer 
«  had  been  the  time,  it  is  likely  there  had  been  the  more :)  might  he  not  in  some  one  or  other 

*  of  those  intervals,  have  acquired  some  knowledge  of  the  character,  and  even  of  the  person  of 

*  Christ  ?  And  hence,  in  his  fits,  especially,  when  Christ  appeared  in  his  sights  discourse  and. 
«  behave  to  him  as  he  did:  only  allowing  for  what  his  disorder  made  him  mingle  therewith. 

*  What  is  farther  said,  p.  7o,  concerning  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  town,  that  they 

*  do  not  seem  to  have  known  more  of  Christ  than  this  man,  is  with  me  alike  void  of  probability. 

*  For  Christ  had  been  teaching  the  doctrine  of  the  kingdom,  and  working  miracles,  a  considerable 

*  time,  and  had  taken  up  his  residence  at  Capernaum :  in  which,  and  in  the  neighbourhood 

*  thereof,  he  lived  a  good  while.     Is  it  credible  that  all  this  could  have  been,  and  St.  Matthew, 

*  iv.  24,  (as  is  by  our  late  friend  observed,  p.  78.)  had  said  before,  "  that  his  fame  went 

*  tliroughout  all  Syria  ?  *'  And  yet  the  people  of  this  town,  not  above  perhaps  seven  or  eight 

•  "  Especially  if  he  was  a  man  of  note  in  that  city."]  That  from  his  family.    They  knew  where  he  was,  though  he  h;.-d 

appears  to  me  a  curious  thought,  and  a  valuable  hint ;  which  escaped  from  diem  $  and  upon  the  first  intelligence  coucem- 

may  lead  us  to  consider,  whether  there  are  not  in  this  history  ing  what  had  happened,  they  recollected  the  distress  he  must 

•ome  things  which  may  induce  us  to  suppose,  that  the  dae-  be  in,  for  want  of  clothing :  they  therefore  immediately  sent 

moniac,  to  whom  St.  Mark  and  St.  Luke  confine  their  nar-  him  apparel.     And  that  they  were  his  own  garments,  which 

ration,  was  a  man  of  some  substance.    And  I  think  there  are  he  had  been  used  to  wear  when  composed,  or  at  least  such  in 

several  such  things.     In  St.  Mark,  v.  IQ,  our  Lord  says :  which  he  could  make  a  decent  appearance,  may  be  collected 

"  Go  home  to  thy  friends.**    *Titaye  eis  toy  omev  ca  itpos  rss  from  his  request  to  be  with.  Jesus,  and  accompany  him.   Thk 

ces.    Literally,  '  go  to  thy  house  to  thy  own  people,'  mean-  circumstance  may  be  one  reason  why  St.  Mark  and  St.  Luke 

ing  family,  or  friends.    In  Luke  viii.  39,  *'  return  to  thy  own  give  an  account  of  this  one  dacmoniac  only,  though  there 

iiouse."     'Tirorpfi^fi  «;  toy  cimv  ce.     Care  had  been  taken  of  were  two,  as  St.  Matthew  says.     Finally,  his  being  a  person 

;him,  and  there  had  been,  as  is  manifest,  divers  attempts  made  of  good  condition  in  the  city  where  he  dwelt,  might  render 

to  cure  his  disorder,  or  to  relieve  and  restrain  him  under  it.  him  better  qualified  to  speak  of  this  great  work.     Any  man. 

And  when  the  multitude  from  tlie  city,  and  from  the  country  however  mean,  deserved  to  be  attended  to,  when  he  spoke 

round  about  came  to  Jesus,  they  saw  the  man  sitting,  and  of  a  miracle  wrought  upon  himself,  of  which  divers  others 

.clothed.    Clothing  therefore  had  been  brought  to  him,  and  were  witnesses  :  but  a  man  of  substance,  and  a  repittable 

probably  from  hb  own  house,  in  the  adjacent  city,  and  inhabitant  of  the  place  might  do  it  to  better  advantage. 
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miles  distant^  and  to  which  a  boat  might  pass  in  a  night's  time  from  Capernaum,  had  never 
heard  and  knew  nothing  of  him  ?  What^^  spread  over  all  Syria,  and  never  reached  a  place 
within  a  few  miles  of  him  ?  I  allow  it  is  a  general  expression,  and  must  admit  of  limitation* 
But  I  can  see  no  other  ground  for  excepting  this  place,  than  the  serving  an  hypotliesis. 

<  Nor  does  the  instance  adduced,  p.  79,  from  Mark  i.  21,  &c,  prove  any  thing,  as  I  think,  to 
the  purnose  for  wliich  it  is  brought.  For  though  that  was  something  earlier  in  the  ministry  of 
Christ  than  this,  and  he  might  be  then  less  known;  yet  he  had  been  long  enough  known  there 
for  that  person  to  have  heard  of  him.  For  Mark  i.  15,  he  had  be^un  to  preach  the  gospel  of 
tlie  kingdom  of  God,  saying,  "  The  time  is  fulfilled,  and  the  kingdom  of  God  is  at  hand : 
repent  ye,  and  believe  the  gospel :  *'  and  walking  by  the  sea  of  Galilee,  he  had  called  first 
Simon  and  Andrew,  and  afterwards  James  and  John  his  brother,  ver.  16—20,  and  I  suppose, 
had  wrought  some  miracles.  It  is  not  impossible,  but  the  person  who  was  cured  in  the  syna* 
gogue  of  Capernaum,  being  left  at  his  liberty,  and  allowed  to  enter  there,  might  have  heard  of 
what  Christ  had  done  in  his  way  thither :  and  heard,  or  heard  of,  what  he  had  preached  after 
he  came  thither.  And  in  St.  Luke  iv.  31— S7,  it  should  seem,  that  this  person  was  cured,  not 
upon  Christ's  first  coming  to  Capernaum.  Which  enlargeth^  the  time,  that  tliis  man  had  to 
come  to  the  knowledge  or  him. 

*^ There  is  no  necessity  therefore  to  suppose,  that  these  persons  could  have  no  knowledge  of 
Christ,  and  that  it  must  not  be  they,  but  the  devils  only  in  them,  who  knew  him. 

« The  arguing,  p.  82,  from  the  mention  made  of  "  casting  out  devils/*  after  raising  the  dead, 
the  commission  given  by  Christ  to  his  disciples.  Matt.  x.  8,  when  he  sent  them  forth,  is,  I 
think,  of  no  force  ^  for  there  may  be  no  necessity  of  supposing  the  expression  to  rise  higher 
than  the  other,  from  its  being  placed  aft:er  it;  as  appears  from  other  texts^.  Luke  ix.  1,  2. 
"  Tlien  he  called  his  twelve  disciples  together,  and  gave  them  power  and  authority  over  all  devils, . 
and  to  cure  diseases.  And  he  sent  them,  to  preach  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  to  heal  the  sick/' 
And  Matt.  x.  1.  ^*  And  when  he  had  called  unto  him  the  twelve  disciples,  he  gave  them  power 
against  unclean  spirits,  to  cast  them. out,  and:^to^heal  all  manner  of  sickness,  and  all-manner  of 
disease.'^  See  also  Matt.  iv.  24.  It  may-  likewise  be  observed,  that  if  the  expression  of 
<<  casting  out  devils*'  be  supposed  to  refer^  to  real  possessions ;  it  is  not  an  expression  of  greater 
power,  than  that  of  raising  the  dead«  Nor  does  the  fact  carry  in  it  a  greater  degree  ol' evi- 
dence and  conviction:,  because  there  is  not  equal  evidence  to  be  had  that  a  person  is  really 
possessed,  as  there  is  of  a  person's  being  really  dead..  And  therefore  it  may  be  as  well  placed 
after  raising  the  dead,  if  it  be  interpreted  of  persons  mad, .  as  if  it  be  understood  of  persons 


May  not  the  term  (rfl»0fev8vr4r,.Mark  v.  15.  Luke  viii.  ^^.^^  in  his  right  mind,**  by  which 
this  person  is  represented  after  his  cure,  as  it  is  used  both  by  sacred  and  profane  writers  in  op- 
position  to  madness,. afibrd  some  countenance  to  this  interpretation?' 

So  far  my  good  friend. 

One  of  my  arguments  against  real  possessions  *  was  taken  *  from  the  manner  in  which  the 
persons,  said  to  have  "  unclean  spirits,**  speak  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

<  For  such  persons  did  often  bear  an  honourable  testimony  to  our  Lord.  So  Mark  i.  24. 
Luke  iv.  41.  But  it  is  incredible,  that  Satan,  or  any  other  evil  spirits,  under  his  influence  and 
direction,  should  freely  and  cheerfully  bear  witness  to  our  Lord,  as  the  Christ. 

*  Indeed,  this  appears  to  me  a  very  forcible  argument.  I  have  been  sometimes  apt  to  think, 
diat  this  consideration  has  been  overlooked  by  learned  and  pious  men,  who  have  so  readily 
admitted  real  possessions.* 

So  I  said.  But  Dr.  Ward  is  not  at  all  moved  by  that  consideration.  He  even  thinks  the  tes- 
timony of  daemons  to  our  Lord,  to  have  been  of  some  value,  and  of  use,  especially  for  encourag- 
ing the  disciples.r. 

Diss.  p.  81.  •  And  as  to  the  case  of  these  daemoniacs  among  the  Gergesenes,  there  seems  to 

*  have  been  the  greatest  propriety  at  that  time,  not  only  for  his  permitting  the  devils  to  confess 

*  him  to  be  the  &Dn  of  God,  but  likewise  to  worship  him.    For  it  does  not  appear,  that  any  other 
« persons  were  then  present,  but  Christ  himself,  and  his  disciples,  except  the  daemoniacs.     And 

*  this  was  not  long  before  he  sent  forth  his  disciples  both  to- preach,  and  also  **  to  heal  the  sick, 

•  Sec  Vol  L  p.  254. 
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* . to  raise  the  dead,  and  cast  out  devils,'*  Matt.  x.  7,  S.    Therefore  what  could  be  more 

*  proper,  or  give  them  higher  encouragement  to  hopo^for  success  in  their  work,  than  to  see  the 

*  devils  thus  subject  te  their  master,  and  paying  homage  to  him  ?* 

But  first,  it  is  not  at  afl  likely  that  our  Lord  should  accept  the  testimony  of  daemons  in  private,' 
if  he  did  not  receive  it  in  public.  How  he  checked  and  disallowed  the  confessions  of  persons 
under  these  disorders,  may  be  seen  Mark  i.  23 — ^26,  and  Luke  iv.  33 — 35,  Dr.  W*  supposeth 
that  there  was  great  propriety  in  permitting  such  confessions,  when  few  were  present*  But  I 
am  not  able  to  discern  that  propriety. 

Secondly,  there  were  others  then  present  with  om-  Lord,  beside  the  disciples,  and  the  dae- 
moniacs.  For  St  Matthew  says,  viii.  28.  "  And  when  he  was  come  to  the  other  side  into  the 
country  of  the  Gergesenes,  there  met  him  two  possessed  with  devils,  coming  out  of  the  tombs, 

exceeding  fierce."     St.  Mark  v-  1,2.  "  And  they  came  over  unto  the  other  iside  of  the  sea 

And  when  he  was  come  out  of  the  ship,  immediately  there  met  him  out  of  the  tombs  an^an  with 
an  unclean  spirit     Luke  viii.  27.  «  And  when  he  went  forth  to  land,  there  met  him  out  of  the 
'city  a  certain  man,  which  had  devils  long  time,  and  ware  no  clothes.'' 

The  place  of  the  present  abode  of*  these  dasmonincs  was  on  the  sea  coast.  When  they  saW 
our  Saviour  and  the  disciples  come  on  shore,  they  immediately  came  toward  them.  Nor  can 
there  be  any  doubt  made,  that  the  sailors  also,  in  whose  ship  our  Saviour  and  his  disciples  had 
arrived,  came  ashore  with  them,  or  presently  after.  The  appearance  of  such  objects  could  not 
but  excite  their  curiosity-  Moreover,  in  the  voyage  from  the  other  side  there  had  happen6d  a 
great  storm,  which  our  Lord  composed  by  his  word.  And  the  men  of  the  ship,  as  well  as  the 
disciples,  **  marvelled  greatly,"  or  were  exceedingly  surprised,  **  saying :  What  manner  of  mari 
is  this,  that  even  the  winds  and  the  sea  obey  him  1"  Matt.  viii.  27*  Nor  were  these  men  now 
first  acquainted  with  our  Lord.  Before  this  they  had  heard  him  preach,  and  might  have  seen 
some  other  miracles  done  by  him.  Besides,  as  we  are  assured  by  St.  Mark,  upon  our  Lord's 
saying  in  the  evening,  **  Let  us  pass  over  to  the  other  side,*'  be  not  only  set  out  himself  in  the 
ship,  where  he  had  been  preaching:  but  **  there  were  also  several  other  little  ships,"  filled,  it  is 
likely,  with  men  who  haa  attended  on  his  discourses  in  the  day-time.  These  knew  he  was  going 
to  "  the  other  side**  of  the  lake:  and  would  be  there  as  soon  as  he,  or  before.  In  short,  our 
Lord  was  now,  as  it  were,  in  the  height  of  his  ministry.  And  we  know  from  the  evangelists, 
that  before  this  time,  he  was  followed  with  uncommon  zeal  by  multitudes  wherever  he  went, 
even  into  desert  places.  As  is  shown  Mark  i.  45,  aind  Luke  iv.  42,  43.  So  that  before  this 
man,  or  these  men,  worshipped  our  Lord,  or  acknowledged  him  to  be  the  Son  of  God,  many 
people  must  have  been  ^thered  together. 

1P.  75^  For  proving  that  this  unhappy  person  was  not  barely  distracted,  our  author  says: 
'  Besides,  it  is  plain  that  he  could  not  be  apprised  of  his  coming  at  that  time,  for  the  ship  saued 
•  oyer  from  the  other  side  in  the  night.  And  so  soon  as  Christ  came  ashore,  and  the  man  saw 
«  him  at  a  distance,  he  ran  to  him,  and  worshipped  him.* 

But  there  is  not  sufficient  precision  in  that  proposition^.  Two  things  are  joined  together, 
which  ought  to  be  separated.  When  our  Lord,  and  his  disciples,  (let  me  how  add)  and  other 
people,  landed,  he  came  toward  them.  And  from  the  respect  shown  to  our  Lord  by  the  disciples, 
and  by  all  the  company,  he  discerned  him  to  be  the  principd  person ;  but  he  did  not  worship 
our  Ix}rd,  nor  confess  him  to  be  the  Christ,  until  after  some  discourse,  as  appears  fixmi  the 
history. 

Matt.  viii.  28,  29,  already  cited.  ^*  And  when  he  was  come  to  the  other  side,  into  the 
country  of  the  Gergesenes,  there  met  him  two  possessed  with  devils,  coming  out  of  the  tombs, 

exceecfing  fierce And,  behold,  they  cried  ou^  saying :  What  have  we  to  do  with  thee,  Jesus, 

thou  Son  of  God?'' 

But  let  us  compare  the  other  evangelists.     Mark  v.  2.  "  And  when  he  was  come  out  of  the 

ship,  immediately  there  met  him  out  of  the  tombs  a  man  with  an  unclean  spirit- Ver.  6 — 8. 

But  when  he  saw  Jesus  afar  ofl^,  he  ran  and  worshipped  him.  And  cried  witli  a  loud  voice,  and 
said:  What  have  I  to  do  with  thee,  Jesus,  thou  Son  of  God?  I  adjure  thee,  that  thou  torment 
me  not.     For  he  had  said  unto  him :  Come  out  of  him,  thou  unclean  spirit.'* 

And  Luke  viii.  27—29.  •*  And  when  he  went  forth  to  land,  there  met  him  out  of  the  city  a 

certain  man  which  had  devils  long  time When  he  saw  Jesus,  he  cried  out,  and  fell  down 

before  him,  and  with  a  loud  voice  said.  What  have  I  do  with  thee,  Jesus,  thou  Son  of  God  Most 
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High.     I  beseech  thee,  torment  me  not.    For  he  had  commanded  the  unclean  spirit  to  coma 
out  of  the  man/' 

According  to  all  the  Evangelists  therefore,  this  daemoniac^  or  these  two  daemoniacs,.  acknow- 
ledged Jesus  to  be  the  Son  of  God.     But^rom  St.  Mark  and  St.  Luke  it  appears,  that  this  was 
not  done  until  after  our  Lord  had  some  discourse  with  him.     From  this  discourse,  and  from  the 
•  general  intelligence  which  he  had  before  received  concerning  Jesus,  in  the  intervals  of  his  dis- 
order, he  was  enabled  and  disposed  to  speak  of  him  as  he  did. 

St.  Mark  alone  expressly  says,  that  the  man  of  whom  he  speaks  "  worshipped*'  Christ.  "But 
the  same  thkig  is  said  by  St.  Luke  in  another  phrase,  "  he  fell  down  before  him.**  And  it  is 
implied  in  wMt  is  attested  by  all  the  Evangelists,  that  he  acknowledged  Jesus  to  be  the  Son  of 
God.  So  in  the  history  of  the  man  born  blind,  whom  our  Lord  had  nealed.  John  ix.  35 — 38. 
**  Jesus  heard  that  they  had  cast  him  out.  And  when  he  had  found  him,  he  said.  Dost  thou 
believe  on  the  Son  of  God?  He  answered^  and  said.  Who  is  he.  Lord,  that  I  might  believe  on 
. him?  And  Jesus  said  unto  him.  Thou  hast  both  seen  him,  and.it  is  he  that  talketh  with  thee. 
And  he  said.  Lord,  I  believe.  And  he  worshipped  bim.,*'  So  likewise,  after  our  Lords  ascen*^ 
sion.     Matt.  xxviiL  I7.  "  And  when  they  saw  him  they  worshipped  him.**' 

I  have  no  intention  to  add  any  new  arguments  concerning  the  case  of  the  dasmoniacs,  men* 
tioned  in  the  New  Testament.  I  rely  upon  those  which  were  formerly  alledged.  And  let  every 
one  judge  as  he  sees  best.  But  I  would  take  this  opportunity  to  propose  some  observations  upon 
the  history  of  the  cure  of  the  two.  unhappy  men  in.  the  country  of  die  Gadarenes,  which  have 
not  been  yet  mentioned.. 

In  accounting  for  the  loss  of  the  swfne  several  thmgs  are  safd  at  p.  260,  vol.  L    Tlie  distrac- 
tion, imder  which  the  man  called  Legion  had  laboured,  was  very  grievous.     He  was  a  hideous 
form,  and  his  action  was  very  violent.     When  he  had  conceived  the  thought  of  gratifying  the 
.  evil  spirits^  by  which  he  imagined  himself  to  be  possessed,  with  the  destruction  of  the  swine,  he 
;  would  without  much  difficulty  drive  them  off  the  precipice    If  some  few  of  them  wece  put  in 
motion,  the  whole  herd  would  folh>w.. 

I  would  now  say  more  distinctly,  that  the  loss  of  the  swihe  was  occasioned  by  a  fright. 
When  our  blessed  Lord  said^  **^  go/*  ^  i"  St.  Matthew :  or  "  he  gave  them  leave,**  or  "  he  suf- 
fered them,*'  as  in  the  other  Evangelists  l  I  think,  that  one  or  both  the  demoniacs  went  hastily 
towards  the  swine ;  and  by  some  noise,  or  action,  a  few  of  them  were  affrighted;  which  fnght 
was  immediately  communicated  to  the  rest,  whereupon  the  whole  herd  went  off  with  great 
violence  :  and  the  way  being  steep  and  leading  to  the  lake,  they  all  perished  in  the  water.'  This 
is  easy  to  be  apprehended* 

There  are  very  few  who  have  not  been  witnesses  to  something  like  tliis  in  the  horse  r  who 
takes  fright  at  very  slight  things,  one  knows  not  what  sometimes  :  though  at  other  times  from 
manifest  causes.  Whenever  it  happens,  he  runs  away  with  great  violence,  to  his  own  perdition 
and  the  great  hazard  and  oftentimes  great  detriment  of  others : '  and,  if  there  are  several  together, 
the  whole  set,  or  team,  becomes  ungovernable.  This  is  certain,  and  well  known  to  almost 
every  body. 

1  have  also  observed  in  our  fields  near  London,  where  have  been  many  horses  grazing,  iTone 
is  frightened,  all  the  rest  are  alarmed.  The  same-  is  seen  in  our  fields,  where  are  large  herds  of 
homed  cattle.  If  one  is  disturbed  by  the  barking  of  a  dog^  or  the  sport  erf*  idle  boys,  or  any  other 
odd  occurrence  j  all  the  re^  to  the  utmost  bounds  of  the  enclosure,  are  alarmed  and  put  in 
motion..  The  same  is  likewise  well  known  of  flocks  of  sheep,  and  flocks  of  geese,  and.  sparrows. 
If  one  of  the  flock  take  fright,  all  the  rest  hasten  away  in  tne  same  direction.  I  believe  this  to 
b&true  of  all  animals  that  are  gregarious  ;  as  were  these  swine^  a  large  herd,  feeding  by  each 
other*^  If  one  or  two  erf  them  took  fright,  and  tended  toward  the  lake  y  all  tlie  rest,  without 
exception,  woidd  ga  off  the  same  way  with  the  utmost  precipitation. 

By  all  the  three  Evangelists  we  are  assured,  that  after  tne  loss  of  the  swine,  and  the  cure  of  the 

•  '  On  Monday  (May  7.)  as  J—  H — ^  Esq.  wai  coroibg  to  tKe  other  so  macK  bruised,  tliat  he  died  in  an  hour  afFer-'  , 

town  from  his^  house  at  Carshaltoo  in  Surrey,  in  bis  post-  wards,  and  the  chaise  was  almost  torn  to  pieces.     But  hap- 

cbaise,  the  horses  took  fright,  jutt  by  Newington  church,  and,  pily  the  gentleman  received  no  hurt,  and  the  driver  was  but 

taawithsuch  violence  against  a  waggon,  passing  through  the  slightly   bruised/— The   G^eral   £vening  Post,    Thorsday 


turnpike,,  that  one  of  the  liorsdi  was  kiUedop  the  spot,  and     ^Lij  10,  17^9. 
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dffimoniacs,  the  Gadarenes  besought  our  Lord  <Uhat  he  would  depart  out  of  thi^  dottts.'^  This 
I  have  twice,  that  is,  at  p.  240,  and  p.  243,  vol.  I.  ascribed  to  the  carnal  temper  of  the^  people: 
that  being  apprehensive  of  suftering  in  their  worldly  interests,  instead  of  entreating  Jesus  to  stay 
with  them,  a  while  at  least,  they  joined  together  wit^  much  unanimity  in  beseeching  him  to  de- 
part out  of  their  coasts. 

Nor  do  I  now  say,  that  a  sensual  temper  of  mind  had  no  infloence  on  iliem,  for  producing 
that  request.  Nevertheless,  perhaps,  that  alone  was  not  the  whole  cause*  1  therefore  would 
add  as  follows. 

It  is  observable  from  divers  instances  in  the  Old  Testament,  that  special  and  extraordinary 
manifestations  of  the  Divine  Presence  were  generally  awful  and  affecting  to  the  men  to  whom 
they  were  made,  though  the  message  was  gracious.  I  refer  not  only  to  Ex,  xx.  19*  but  also  to 
ch.  xxxiv.  30.  and  Judges  vi.  22.  and  xiii.  22.  See  likewise  Ex.  xxxiii.  20. 

There  are  likewise  instances  in  the  New  Testament  How  comfortable  the  tidings !  Luke 
ii.  8 — 15.  Yet  it  is  said  of  the  shepherds,  ver.  flL  **  And  tbey  were  sore  afraid.'*  And  Luke  v. 
8 — 10.  "  When  Simon  Peter  saw  it,  he  fell  down  at  Jesus*  Icnees,  saying.  Depart  from  me,  for  I 
am  a  sinful  man,  O  Lord.  For  he  was  astonished,  and  all  that  were  with  him,  at  the  draught  of 
the  fishes  which  they  had  taken.  And  so  were  also  James  and  John,  the  sons  of  Zebedee^ 
And  Jesus  said  unto  Simon  :  Fear  not,  henceforth  thou  shalt  catch  men.'*  Upon  anoUier  occa- 
sion, Mark  iv.  41.  **  And  they  feared  exceedingly,  and  said  one  to  another:  What  manner  of 
man  is  this,  that  even  the  wind  and  the  sea  obey  him  J*'  Compare  Luke  viii.  25.  And  on  the 
mount.  Matt.  xvii.  6, 7-  ''^  And  when  the  disdples  beard  it,  tney  fell  on  their  face^  and  were 
sore  afraid.**     Compare  Mark  ix.  6.  and  Luke  ix.  S4« 

Let  us  now  observe  what  is  said  of  the  Gadarenes.  Mark  v.  15.  "  And  they  (meaning  tlie 
people  of  the  neighbouring  town  and  country)  come  to  Jesus,  and  see  him  that  was  possessed 
with  the  devil,  and  had  the  legion,  sitting  and  clothed,  and  in  his  right  mind :  and  they  were 
^raid.**  To  the  like  purpose  exactly  in  Luke  viii.  35.  And  at  ver.  97*  it  is  said  :  "  Then  the 
whole  multitude  of  the  country  of  the  Gadarenes  round  about  besought  him  to  depart  from  them  ; 
for  they  were  taken  with  great  fear.** 

If  reter  desired  our  Lord  "to  depart  from  him,  because  he  was  a  sinful  man  :**  if  he,  and 
-the  re&t,  were  at  other  times  so  astonished  that  they  knew  not  what  to  say,  nor  what  to  think  of 
themselves::  though  all  the  great  works  which  they  had  seen  performea  by  him  were  healing 
and  beneficial:  well  might  the  people  of  this  country  be  struck  with  awe  at  the  sight  of  the  man 
called  legion,  "  sitting,  and  clothed,  and  in  his  right  mind.**  For  it  was  a  work  of  Divine  Power 
and  a  token  of  the  Divine  Presence.  And,  very  probably,  they  thought  themselves  unqualified 
ibr  the  residence  of  so  great  and  holy  a  person  among  them. 

At  their  request  our  Lord  departed,  and  took  ship,  and  returned  to  the  iiAacb  whence  he  had 
x:ome::  well  knowing  that  many  there  were  in  earnest  expectation  of  him. 

But  though  our  Lord  himself  staid  no  longer  with  the  Gadarenes,  he  left  there  the  man  whom 
heliad  cured.  "  He  prayed,  that  he  might  be  with  him.  However  Jesus  suflered  him  not. 
But  saith  unto  him :  Go  home  to  thy  friends,  and  tell  them,  how  great  things  the  Lord  hath 
done  for  thee.  And  he  departed,  and  began  to  publish  in  Decapohs,  how  great  things  Jesus 
had  done  for  him.  And  all  men  did  marvel."  And  it  is  not  an  unreasonable,  nor  an  improbable 
supposition,  that  some  of  that  country  did  afterwards  come  over  into  Galilee  or  Judea  to  see 
Jesus,  that  they  might  receive  benefit  from  his  great  wisdom,  or  great  power. 


CHAP    II. 


1  AGE  lOT).  Diss.  xxviTi.  *  WhQ  those  Greeks  were,  who  desired  to  ^ee,  Jesus?  And  whether  they 
were  admitticd  ?'  John  xii.  20, 2L 

Dr.  Ward  well  observes  at  p.  107.  « The  greater  part  of  Syria  'WM  in  our  .Saviour's  time 
'  called  Greece  by  the  Jews.    Heuce^  when  he  was  in  the  bordfer*  of  Tyre  and  JSidon,  and  a 
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*  womau  besought  hiin  to  cast  the  evil  sph-it  out  of  her  daughter,  rfie  ia  called  "  a  Greek,  a  Syro* 

*  phcnician  by  nation,"  Mark  vii.  26.     And  these  Greeks  who  were  desirous  to  see  Jesus,  were, 

*  probably,  of  the  same  natioo,  and  known  to  Philip,  who  is  here  said  to  have  been  of  Bethsaida 

*  of  Galilee/' 

The  same  observation  is  in  Grotius  *  upon  this  text.  And  I  had  occasion  some  while  ago,  in 
considering  another  text,  to  say :  *  It  •*  was  common  with  all  authors  about  that  time,  to  call  the 

*  people,  who  inhabited  the  cities  of  Asia  and  Syria,  Greeks.* 

Our  author  says,  p.  107.  *  They  seem  to  have  been  proselytes,  as  they  are  reckonedamorig 
« those  who  came  up  to  Jerusalem  to  worship  at  the  feasts.' 

Which  expression  is  ambiguous.  For,  as  many  learned  men  of  our  time  say,  there  were  two 
sorts  of  proselytes,  some  called  proselytes  of  the  gate,  others  proselytes  of  righteousness ;  Dr.  W — 
may  mean  the  former,  as  do  Whitby  and  Hammond.  I  know  nothing  of  that  sort  of  half- 
prosel}i;es.  I  think  ^  there  were  not  any  such  men  in  any  part  of  the  world  in  the  times  of 
our  Saviour  and  his  apostles. 

That  these  men  were  not  proselytes,  or  men  circumcised  after  the  manner  of  the  Jews, 
appears  to  me  very  probable.  For  all  proselytes  were  entitled  to  the  same  religious  privileges 
with  native  Jews,  or  the  descendants  of  Abraham  and  Jacob.  Such  therefore,  as  it  seems,  might 
have  had  free  access  to  Christ  at  the  temple.  The  modesty  of  these  persons  may  make  us  think  of  the 
Centurion,  who,  when  he  entreated  our  Lord  to  heal  his  sick  servant,  that  was  dear  to  him,  and 
our  Lord  was  going  toward  his  house  with  some  elders  of  the  Jews,  who  also  joined  in  the  same 
request ;  "  he  sent  friends  unto  him  saying,*'  not  only,  **  that  he  was  not  worthy  that  Jesus  should 
enter  under  his  roof:**  but  likewise,  "  that  neither  thought  he  himself  worthy  to  come  unto  him,** 
Luke  vii.  1 — 8.  Moreover  Philip  himself  seems  to  have  hesitated  about  the  propriety  of  the 
request  of  these  persons.  For  he  also  consulted  Andrew,  before  he  made  the  proposal  to  our 
Lord.  So  is  the  history.  "And  there  were  certain  Greeks  among  them,  who  came  up  to 
worship  at  the  feast.  The  same  came  to  Philip,  who  was  of  Bethsaida  in  Galilee,  and  desired  him, 
saying :  Sir,  we  would  see  Jesus.  Philip  coraeth,  and  telleth  Andrew.  And  again,  AndrcM^  and 
Philip  told  Jesus.*' 

Their  request  to  see  Jesus,  I  imagine,  implied  a  desire  to  have  access  to  his  person,  and  to 
have  some  conversation  with  him.  Which  request,  I  think,  was  granted.  Supposing  these  men 
to  have  been  uncircumcised  Gentiles,  it  was  a  lavour,  and  a  condescension  according  to  the  Jewish 
maxims.  But  the  woman,  who  was  of  the  same  country,  and  is  also  called  a  Greek,  came  near 
to  our  Lord,  and  spoke  to  him  several  times,  and  he  to  her,  and  at  length  very  comfortably,  and 
healed  her  daughter.  Matt.  xv.  21 — 28.  Mark  vii.  If  our  Lord  yielded  so  far  to  the  importunity 
of  tiiat  woman,  why  might  he  not  also  grant  the  request  of  these  Greeks,  though  Gentiles?  It  is 
manifest,  that  she  was  no  better.  For  our  Lord  said  to  her :  "  Let  the  children  first  be  filled. 
It  is  not  meet  to  take  the  children's  bread,  and  cast  it  unto  the  dogs.** 

The  sequel  of  the  history  confirms  this  supposition.  In  the  hearing  of  these  persons,  or  soon 
after  they  were  gone,  our  Lord  made  use  of  these  expressions.  Ver.  23.  "  And  Jesus  answered 
them,  saying :  Ihe  hour  is  come,  that  the  Son  of  man  shall  be  glorified,'*  that  is,  by  the  faith  of 
the  Gentiles,  though  many  of  the  Jewish  people  rejected  him.  And  afterwards,  as  ver.  32.  **  And 
I,  if  I  be  lifted  up  from  the  earth,  will  draw  all  nien  unto  me.*'  The  coming  of  these  persons 
therefore  was  very  acceptable  to  our  Lord.  And  he  thereupon  pleaseth  himself  with  the  prospect 
of  the  speedy  and  extensive  progress  of  his  doctrine.  So  after  the  profession  made  by  the  fore- 
mentioned  centurion,  of  faitn  in  our  Lord's  power  to  heal  his  servant  at  a  distance,  "He  said  to 
them  that  followed  :  I  have  not  found  so  great  faith,  no  not  in  Israel.  And  I  say  unto  you,  Tliat 
many  shall  come  from  the  east  and  west,  and  sit  down  with  Abraham,  and  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  in 
the  kingdom  of  heaven,**  and  what  there  follows.  Matt.  viii.  10 — 12. 

That  the  Greeks  here  spoken  of  were  Gentiles,  was  the  opinion  of  the  ancient  writers  of  the 
church,  as  '^  Epiphanius, '  Clirysostom,  ^  Theophylact, '  Theodore  of  Mopsuestia,  *•  Jerom,  and 

a  Videntur  autern  hi  Gentiles  fuisse  Syrophoenices.     Nam  ^  lb.  ch.  xviii.  §  1 1. 

alibi  notavimos,  Marci  vii.  'i6.  '£AAijv<^a  vocari,  quae  aliis  est  ^  Haer.  30.  num.  xxvii. 

Syrophoenissa.     £t  his  ob  virmkatem   facilior    nottiia  cum  *  In  Joh«  bom.  66.  al.  65^  d.  3.  p.  390.  ton).  VIIL 

Galikeis  Bethsai'densibus,  quod  illi  forte  in  partes  Tyri  et  Si-  '  In  loc. 

doais  excurrebant.     Grot,  ad  Job.  xii.  20.  f  Apnd  Cotelerii  Catcn  Patr.  in  Jo.  p.  309. 

^  See  vol.  111.  p.  266.  ch.  xi.  k  ?.  note  •.  ••  Ad  RufiiY.  T.  IL  p.  217.  al.  cp  13 1. 

VOL.  V.  •  3  Q 
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others :  who  never  were  perplexed  with  the  notion  of  two  sorts  of  proselytes,  which  has  gained 
so  much  credit  among  learned  Christians  of  late  times. 

And  we  are  likewise  assured  by  Joseph  us,  that  *  Gentiles,  or  such  as  were  aliens,  .were  wont 
to  come  to  Jerusalem,  to  worship  there  at  the  time  of  the  Jewish  festivals.  Though  uncircum- 
cised  men  might  not  eat  the  passover,  nor  oflFer  sacrifices  at  the  temple,  they  might  pray  there. 
And  when  our  Lord  cleansed  the  temple,  and  drove  the  buyers  and  sellers,  with  their  merchan- 
dise,  from  the  outer  court,  he  reminded  them  that  it  was  "  written,  that  God's  house  should  be 
called  an  house  of  prayer  for  all  people.**  Is.  Ivi.  7.  Matt.  xxi.  13.  Mark  xi.  I7.  Luke  xix.  46. 


CHAP.   IIL 

Page  125.  Diss,  xxxii.  *  How  to  reconcile  St.  John's  account  concerning  the  time  of  our 

*  Saviour's  crucifixion  with  that  of  the  three  other  Evangelists.' 

St.  John  writes,  ch.  xix.  13,  14.  "  When  Pilate  therefore  heard  that  saying,  he  brought  Jesus 

forth,  and  sat  in  the  judgment  seat And  it  was  the  preparation  of  the  passover,  and  about 

the  sixth  hour.  And  he  saith  unto  the  Jews :  Behold  your  King."  St.  Mark  says,  xv.  25.  "  And 
it  was  the  third  hour,  and  they  crucified  him." 

For  reconciling  these  accounts  our  leained  author  says,  p.  127f  128.  *  And  about  six  in  the 

*  morning  Pilate  brought  him  forth  to  the  Jews,  and  said :  <*  Behold  your  king."    This  is  the 

*  time  which  John  refers  to,  and  calls  the  ^*  sixth  hour,"  that  is,  of  the  civil  day.      The  three  fol- 

<  lowing  hours  were  employed  in  preparing  for  his  crucifixion,  and  that  of  the  two  robbers,  and 

*  carrying  them  to  the  place  without  the  city.     At  the  conclusion  of  those  three  hpurs  he  was 

*  crucified.  Which  Mark  calls  the  "third  hour,"  that  is,  of  the  natural  day.  And  by  the  same 
«  reckoning  must  be  understood  the  "  sixth  hour,'*  at  which  the  darkness  commenced :  and  also 

*  the  "  ninth  hour,**  when  he  expired :  as  related  by  all  the  Evangelists,  except  John  :  who  has 
«  used  the  Roman  way  of  reckoning  in  some  other  places  also,  as  ch.  i.  30.  iv.  6,  and  xx.  19. 
«  And  it  is  not  improbable,  that  he  writing  so  late  might  choose  that  way  of  reckomng  the  hours 

<  of  the  day,  which  was  customary  among  the  Romans :  as  the  others  had  followed  that,  which 
«  was  practised  by  the  Jews.' 

To  me  it  seems,  that  St.  John  reckons  the  hours  of  the  day  as  the  other  Evangelists  do,  ac- 
cording to  the  custom  of  the  Jews.  Nor  do  I  comprehend,  how  any  historian  could  write  intel- 
ligibly of  transactions  in  Judea,  without  observing  the  Jewish  custom,  unless  he  gives  particular 
notice  of  it. 

In  the  history  of  the  nobleman  of  Capernaum,  who  came  to  Jesus,  "  beseeching  him  to  come 
down  and  heal  his  son,**  it  is  said,  John  iv.  51,  52.  "  And  as  he  was  now  going  down,  his  servants 
met  him,  and  told  him,  sa3dng.  Thy  son  liveth.  Then  inquired  he  of  Uiem  the  hour  when  he 
began  to  amend  :  and  they  said  unto  him.  Yesterday,  about  the  seventh  hour  the  fever  left  him.** 
lliese  persons  must  be  supposed  to  speak  according  to  the  ordinary  custom  of  the  country  in 
which  they  lived.  And  by  the  "seventh  hour*'  must  be  meant  about  one  of  the  clock  afternoon, 
according  to  our  computation. 

And  in  chap.  xi.  9*  our  Saviour  himself  says,  very  agreeably  to  the  Jewish  manner,  "  Are 
there  not  twelve  hours  in  the  day?**  But  I  do  not  insist  upon  this  as  decisive,  because  the 
Romans,  and  others,  might  express  themselves  in  like  manner,  meaning  the  natural  day. 

John  iv.  5,  ().  "  Then  cometh  Jesus  unto  a  city  called  Sychar  : now  Jacob*s  well  was 

there  :  Jesus  therefore  being  wearied  with  his  journey  sat  thus  on  the  well.  And  it  was  about 
the  sixth  hour,'*  that  is,  says  Whitby,  <  about  noon.*  So  it  is  generally  ^  understood,  and  veiy 
rightly,  as  I  apprehend. 

*  AXX'  sh  TOis  aXXofvXois,  ia-oi  xara  9^i/jarxsiay  leoL^ricrav,         Quia^  inquit«  lassus  erat  de  vi^,  et  instabal  meridiet^  ooaxi- 
De  B.  J.  1.  6.  cap.  ix.  3.  mus  videlicet  diei  aestus.    Bez«  in  loc. 

^  Vid.  supr.  cap.  i.  39.  Causam  sitis  ostendit^  quia  et  roultum 
iLineris  feccrat,  et  jam  erat  meridies.    Grot,  in  yer.  6. 
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So  says  "  Cyril  of  Alexandria,  not  very  far  below  the  beginning  of  the  fiftli  century,  in  his 
comment  upon  this  text.;  whom  I  transcribe  in  the  margin.  And  in  like  manner  Isaac,  sur- 
named  the  Great,  who  flourished  about  the  middle  of  the  same  century.  Among  his  works  Dr. 
Asseman  reckons  five  sermons  concerning  the  Samaritan  woman.  The  first  of  which  begins  in 
this  manner.  **     *  At  the  sixth  hour,  when  the  day  was  grown  hot,  our  Saviour  came  to  the  well.' 

I  think  this  must  be  right.  For  I  do  not  see  how  those  ancient  writers,  who  lived  not  very 
remote  from  Judea,  could  be  mistaken. 

Josephus  dwelt  at  Rome,  and  wrote  after  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem.  Nevertheless  he  also 
computes  the  hours  in  the  same  way.  Giving  an  account  of  an  assembly  at  Taricheas  in  Galilee, 
in  a  proseucha,  or  oratory  \  he  says,   *  There ""  certainly  would  have  been  a  great  disturbance,  if 

*  the  assembly  had  not  been  dissolved  by  the  approach  of  the  sixth  hour,  at  which  time  we  are 

*  wont  to  go  to  dinner  on  the  sabbaths.'     And  he  assures  us,  *  That  ^  the   priests  at  the  temple 

*  were  employed  in  killing  paschal  lambs  from  the  ninth  hour  to  the  eleventh.* 

John  i.  35 — 39.  "  Agam,  the  next  day  after  John  stood,  and  two  of  his  disciples.  And  look- 
ing  upon  Jesus,  as  he  walked,  he  saith.  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God.     And  the  two  disciples  heard 

him  speak,  and  they  followed  Jesus. And  they  said  to  him :  Rabbi,  where  dwellest  thou  ? 

He  saith  unto  them :  Come  and  see.  They  came  and  saw  where  he  dwelt,  and  abode  with  him 
that  day :  fpr  it  was  about  the  tenth  hour."  Or,  as  it  is  said  in  the  margin  of  some  of  our  bibles, 
« two  hours  before  night.'  Which  explication  is  very  reasonable  and  obvious.  The  connexion 
leads  us  to  think,  that  the  day  was  declining,  when  these  disciples  went  to  the  house  where  Jesus 
dwelt.  Nor  is  there  any  consideration  that  should*  induce  us  to  think  of  our  ten  in  the  forenoon. 
For  inquisitive,  attentive,  and  well-disposed  men,  as  these  were,  might  learn  a  great  deal  in  the 
space  of  two  hours'  conversation  with  so  excellent  a  master  as  they  now  applied  to. 

There  still  remains  one  text  more  to  be  considered.  John  xx.  19.  "  Then  the  same  day  at 
evening,  being  the  first  day  of  the  week,  when  tlie  doors  were  shut,  where  the  disciples  were 
assembled  for  fear  of  the  Jews,  came  Jesus,  and  stood  in  the  midst,  and  saith  unto  them  :  Peace 
be  unto  you." 

As  our  author  here  particularly  refers  to  Dr.  Benson,  I  must  observe  what  he  says  :  <  We  * 
have  yet  a  more  evident  proof,  that  St.  John  followed  the  Roman  metliod  of  reckoning  the  hours 
of  the  day.  For  speaking  of  that  very  day,  on  which  our  blessed  Lord  rose  from  the  dead,  he 
first  mentions  his  appearing  to  Mary  Magdalene.  And  then  intimates,  that  he  appeared  to  other 
of  his  disciples,  that  same  day.  But  his  words  are  very  remarkable.  "  The  same  day,  when  it 
was  evening,  being  the  first  day  of  the  week  :"  and  the  disciples  had  bolted  the  doors  for  fear  of 
the  Jews  :  "  Then  came  Jesus  and  stood  in  the  midJst  of  them,"  &c.  Now,  no  Jew  would  have 
used  that  language.  No !  When  "  the  evening  was  come,"  they  would  have  called  it  "  tie 
second  day  of  the  week.''  St.  John,  therefore,  in  this  place,  hath,  in  effect,  (thougli  not  in  ex- 
press words)  told  his  attentive  readers,  that  he  has  followed  the  Roman  computation  of  the  hours 
of  the  day.  For,  according  to  that,  it  was  still  the  first  day  of  the  week,  and  the  same  day  on 
which  our  Lord  arose:  notwithstanding  the  sun  was  set,  and  the  "  evening  come."  Aijd  the 
Jews  would,  unquestionably,  have  reckoned  it  "  the  second  day  of  the  week." 

This  whole  argument,  as  every  one  sees,  depends  upon  the  supposition,  that  this  appearance 
of  our  Lord  to  his  disciples  was  alter  sun-set,  and  perhaps  late  in  the  night :  as  Grotius,  ^  and 
some  others  have  thought.  But  other  learned  men  are  rather  of  opinion,  that*  our  Lord  showed 
himself  to  his  disciples  by  day-liffht.  Nor  is  it  said,  that  the  doors  had  been  shut  by  the  disciples 
because  it  was  night,  but  "  for  fear  of  the  Jews." 

*  EvappiJLQjg  eifi  rri  tctf/rj  KAraXvovtx  hixvvii  toy  Iij<rttv.  <•  .  . .  xa9*  ijy  ivsct  ^lsv  atfo  tvyo^s  t^f  f^/tf'  Mixatrj^. 

*HA*a  yap  ax/xrsworanjv  airo  [/t^arcay  a^i^wy  roig  tvi  njf  ynfjs  ttjv      De  B.  J.  1.  6.  ix.  3. 

cacnyx  rLuroLyeoyroi,  xxi  axparois  ra  (rwfji.a,roL  xaraifXByoyros         «  See  the  History  of  the  first  planting  the  Christian  Reli- 
^oXoLis,  TO  f/i,sy  en  irpacrw   Cac<?«<v  ax  ajijpoy.     x.  A.     Cyr.      gion^  second  edit.  App.  n.  4.  p.  52,  53. 
H.  in  Joan  T.  IV.  p.   \jg.  '  Jam  mult^  nocte.   Grot,  in  Jo.  xx.  \g. 

^  Primus  sic  incipit.  Honk  sextik,  quum  dies  incalaisset,  k  Existente  vesper!,  et  quidem  satis  lexk,  januis  clausis. 
venit  ad  puteum  Dominus.  Ap.  Assem.  Bib.  Or.  T.  i.  p.  Quod  Jicet  a  plerisque  consideretur,  ut  signum  provectae 
232.  p.  79  Doctis,  nobis  tamen  mini  me  ita  videtar.    Circumstantiis  enim 

«  Kflu   itoLrtws  ay  eif  g-aciy  ey^w^cray,  si  ftij  njv  wy^dv     omnibus  rite  perpensis,  videtur   concludendum  esse,   quod 
iiBXtany  tmh^so'a  fxnji^  ujpa,  xad*  r^y  roif   ara^taoriy    apirO'      adhuc  ante   sextam  vespertinam  baec  apparitio  discipulb  con- 
tig    "       "  -  -    . 
in 
3  Q  2 


v<Hnu^ai  yo^fi^y  tnv  t/wv.    Jos.  Vit.  §  54.  p. 26.  tigerit.    Lampe  in  Job.  loc.  T.  HI,  p.  ()85.    Et  conl'er.  Wolf. 

in  loc. 
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This  appearance  of  oiir  Lord  was  not  made,  until  s^er  the  return  of  the  two  that  had  been 
at  Einraaus.  And  it  will  be  of  great  use  to  us  to  attend  to  that  history,  as  it  stands  in  St  Luke'^ 
Gospel,  ch.  xxiv.  13 — 36. 

"And  behold  two  of  them  went  that  same  day  to  a  village,  called  Emmaus,  which  was  from 
Jerusalem  about  threescore  furlongs.  And  they  talked  together  of  all  these  things,  which  had 
happened.     Whilst  they  communed  together,  and  reasoned,  Jesus  drew  near,  and  went  with 

them. And  they  drew  nigh  unto  the  village,  whither  they  were  going.     And  he  made  as 

though  he  would  have  gone  farther.  But  they  constrained  him,  saying :  Abide  with  us.  For  it 
is  toward  evening,  and  the  day  is  far  spent.  And  he  went  in  to  tarry  with  them.  And  it  came 
to  pass,  as  he  sat  at  meat  with  them  :  [or  as  he  was  sitting  down  to  table  With  them :]  he  took 
bread,  and  blessed  it,  and  brake  unto  them.  And  their  eyes  were  opened,  and  they  knew  him, 
and  he  vanished  out  of  their  sight :"  that  is,  he  retired,  and  went  away.  "  And  they  rose  up  thfe 
same  hour,  and  returned  to  Jerusalem,  and  found  the  eleven  gathered  together,  and  them  that 

were  with  them. And  they  told  what  things  were  done  in  the  way,  and  how  he  was  known 

unto  them  in  breaking  of  bread. .  And  as  they  thus  spake,  Jesus  himself  stood  in  tke  midst  of 

them,  and  saith  unto  them  :  Peace  be  unto  you." 

When  they  entreated  Jesus  to  **  abide  with  them,"  they  said :  "  It  is  toward  Evening,  and  the 
day  is  far  spent,"  or  has  already  begun  to  decline,  on  T^og  etrita^uv  sqi^  mxi  vte-AXrAev  v\  v\fL€^.  It  was  past 
noon,  and  migbt  be  near  our  three  afternoon.  As  they  were  sitting  down  to  eat,  looking  more 
directly  at  Jesus,  than  they  liad  yet  done,  they  knew  him.  Our  Lord  thereupon  retired,  and  they 
hastened  to  the  disciples.  Emmaus  was  about  a  two  hours  walk  from  Jerusalem.  They  might 
get  thither  more  than  an  hour  before  sun-set.  Soon  after  our  Lord  came  in.  He  might  have 
been  there  before  them  :  but  he  was  willing  that  the  disciples,  and  they  that  were  with  them, 
should  be  prepared  for  his  appearing  among  them  by  the  testimony  of  these  two,  added  to  the 
testimonies  of  Peter,  and  the  women  who  had  already  seen  him. 

All  this  may  be  confirmed  by  the  history  of  the  miracle  of  the.  five  loaves  and  five  thousand. 
Matt.  xiv.  15.  "  And  when  it  was  evening,  his  disciples  came  unto  him,  saying :  This  is  a  desert 
place,  and  the  time  is  now  past. '  Mark  vi.  3.5.  "  And  when  the  day  was  now  far  spent,  his 
disciples  came  unto  him,  and  said :  This  is  a  desert  place,  and  now  the  time  is  far  passed."  Says 
Mr,  Macknight''  in  his  instructive  and  edifying  account  of  this  miracle,  *  The  five  tnousand  men, 

•  beside  women  and  children,  were  all  fed  with  such  expedition,  that  though  the  thiDg  was  not 

•  so  much  as  proposed  to  the  disciples,  till  about  three,  all  was  over  by  five  of  the  clock  in  the 

•  afternoon.* 

I  have  endeavoured  to  show,  that  St.  John  followed  the  Jewish  computation  of  the  hours  of 
the  day.  I  am  not  now  concerned  to  reconcile  him  with  the  other  Evangelists.  Solutions  of 
this  difficulty  may  be  found  in  **  Editors  and  Commentators.  Some  think,  that  St.  John's  original 
number  was  "  the  third  hour,*'  as  in  St.  Mark :  and  that  his  number  has  been  since  altered. 
Others  propose  different  solutions.  But  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  a  solution,  depending  upon 
the  supposition,  that  St.  John  followed  the  Roman  computation  of  the  hours  of  the  day,  is  not 
likely  to  be  right. 

The  learned  men,  with  whom  I  have  been  arguing,  think,  that  St.  John  wrote  his  Gospel 
very  late,  not  before  the  year  of  our  Lord  ninety-seven,  a  little  before  his  own  death.  But  that 
is  said  without  ground.  It  is  more  probable,  that^  St.  John  wrote  his  Gospel,  before  the 
destruction  of  Jerusalem,  about  the  year  of  Christ  sixty -eight :  though  not  till  after  the  other 
three  Evangelists,  and  after  having  read  their  Gospels,  as  all  the  Ancients  testify.  However,  if 
he  had  written  after  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  it  could  not^but  be  very  proper  to  obsen-e  the 
Jewish  computation  in  speaking  of  things  done  among  the  Jews,  in  their  own  country,  and  before 
that  event. 

*  Sec  his  Harmony  of  the  Gospels.  Sect  60.  p.  173.  xix.  20.    Vid.  et  Grot,  et  Wolf,  et  Laropc  in  loc.  ct  Bez.  a4 

^  Vid.  Mill,  et  Wetsteiu.  BengeL  in  Oris,  et  Gnomon,  ad  Jo.     Marc  xv.  29.  Basnag.  ann.  33.  n.  vii.    , 

•  See  vol.  III.  ch.  ix.  §  9,  10, 
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CHAP.  IV. 

Jl  AGE  141.  Diss.  XXXV.  *The  manner  of  embalming  dead  bodies  among  the  Jews,  and  particii- 
« larly  that  of  our  Saviour.' 

Here  it  is  said,  p.  149,  I'^O.     *  The  other  Evangelists  indeed  take  notice,  that  the  women 

*  afterwards  carried  spices  to  the  sepulchre.     For,  as  Joseph  and  Nicodemus  doubtless  embalmed 

*  tiie  body  privately,  after  it  was  carried  from  the  cross  ;  the  women,  as  they  were  not  present, 

*  might  know  uothmg  of  it.     And  considering  the  shortness  of  the  time,  they  might  imagine,  that 

*  noUiing  bad  been  done :  and  therefore  were  willing  to  do  what  they  could  themselves.* 

This  is  said  by  our  learned  author,  for  removing  a  difficulty,  arising  from  what  is  said  by  St. 
John,  and  the  other  Evangelists.  St.  John  says,  ch.  xix.  38 — 40.  not  only,  that  "Joseph  of 
Arimathea,"  who  is  also  mentioned  by  *lhe  other  Evangelists,  "  besought  Pilate,  that  he  miglit 
take  the  body  of  Jesus,  and  that  Pilate  gave  him  leave  :*'  but  adds,  "  There  came  also  Nico- 
demus, which  at  the  first  came  to  Jesus  by  night,  and  brought  a  mixture  of  myrrh  and  aloes, 
about  an  hundred  pound  weight :"  including  as  1  imagine,  the  bandages  as  well  as  the  spices. 
«*  Then  took  they  the  body  of  Jesus,  and  wound  it  in  linen  clothes,  with  the  spices,  as  the  manner 
of  the  Jews  is  to  bury,*'  meaning  such  persons  as  were  of  eminence  and  distinction. 

Nevertheless  St.  Mark  says,  xvi.  1,2.  "  And  when  the  sabbath  was  past,  Mary  Magdalene, 
and  Mary  the  mother  of  James,  and  Salome,  had  bought  sweet  spices,  that  they  might  anoint  him* 
And  very  early  in  the  morning,  the  first  day  of  the  week,  they  came  unto  the  sepulchre,  at  tlie 
rising  of  the  sun.**     See  also  Luke  xxiii.  55,  56.  and  chap.  xxiv.  1,  2. 

As  our  Lord's  female  friends  prepared  spices,  and  brought  them  to  the  sepulchre  ;  our  author 
concludes  that  they  knew  nothing  of  what  had  been  done  by  Joseph  and  Nicodemus. 

But  it  is  manifest  from  all  the  Evangelists,  that  the  women,  who  attended  our  Lord's  cruci- 
fixion,  attended  also  his  interment.  St.  John  himself  says,  ch.  xix.  25.  **Now  there  stood  by 
the  cross  of  Jesas  his  mother,  and  his  mother's  sister,  Mary  the  wife  of  Cleophas,  and  Mary 
Magdalene."     And  St.  Matthew,  ch.  xxvii.  55—61.  "And  many  women  were  there,  beholding 

afar  off- Among  whom  was  Mary  Magdalene,  and  Mary,  the  mother  of  James  and  Joses^ 

and  the  mother  of  Zebedee's  children. Joseph  of  Arimathea went  to  Pilate,  and  begged 

the  body  of  Jesus. And  when  Joseph  had  taken  the  body,  he  wrapped  it  in  a  clean  Knen 

cloth,  and  laid  it  in  his  own  new  tomb,  which  he  had  hewn  out  in  the  rock :  and  he  rolled  a 
great  stone  to  the  door  of  the  sepulchre  and  departed.  And  there  was  Mary  Magdalene  and 
the  other  Mary,^  sitting  over  against  the  sepulchre."  And  St.  Mark  expressly  says,  xv.  47.  "  And 
Mary  Magdalene,  and  Mary  3ie  mother  of  Joses,  beheld  where  he  was  laid."  See  likewise  ch. 
xvi.  1 — 3.  From  which  two  Evangelists,  and  also  from  Luke  xxiv.  1,2.  it  appears,  that  the 
v^omen  knew  every  thing  concerning  our  Saviour's  interment,  to  the  placing  of  the  stone  at  the  door 
of  the  sepulchre.  But  tliey  knew  nothing  of  the  watch  or  guard  of  soldiers,  set  there  afterwards, 
as  related.  Matt,  xxvii.  62  —  66.  And  St.  Luke  says,  ch.  xxiii,  52—56,  "That  Joseph  having 
begged  the  body  of  Jesus,  took  it  down,  and  wrapped  it  in  linen,  and  laid  it  in  a  sepulchre  that 

was  hewn  in  stone,  wherein  never  man  was  laid And  "  the  women  also,  which  came  with 

him  fi'om  Galilee,  followed  after,  and  beheld  the  sepulchre,  and  how  the  body  was  laid.'*  Or,  as 
in  Dr.  Clarke's  paraphrase,  *  And  the  women  of  Galilee,  who  had  stood  at  a  distance,  seeing 
« the  crucifixion,  followed  the  body  of  their  Lord,  when  it  was  taken  away,  and  observed  where 

*  Joseph  laid  it.* 

To  imagine  therefore,  that  these  women  knew  notliing  of  what  had  been  done  by  Joseph, 
and  Nicodemus,  is  to  suppose  them  extremely  negligent  about  an  object  that  engaged  all  their 
attention.  I  am  not  for  obviating,  or  removing  difficulties,  by  denying  any  parts  of  a  history 
that  are  manifest.  Nor  do  I  recollect  one  Commentator  who  has  been  of  opinion,  that  these 
good  women  were  unacquainted  with  the  embalming  of  our  Lord's  body,  so  far  as  it  had  been 
done,  before  he  was  laid  in  the  sepulchre. 

«  Matt,  xxvii.  57--60.    Mark  xv.  42—46.    Luke  xxiU.  50^53. 
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We  may  conceive  of  the  case  in  this  manner.  When  Pilate,  at  the  request  of  the  Jews,  had 
given  leave,  "that  the  legs  of  the  two  malefactors  might  be  broken,"  for  hastening  their  death,  and 
"  that  they  might  be  taken  away  :"  and  when,  at  the  request  of  Joseph  of  Arimathea,  Pilate  had 
also  given  leave  "for  taking  away  the  body  of  Jesus;*'  the  crucifixion  was  over,  and  the  crowd 
would  disperse.  And  the  women,  who  before  had  stood  at  some  distance,  would  come  nearer. 
They  must  have  been  exceedingly  solicitous  about  the  disposal  of  the  body  of  their  beloved  Lord, 
as  no  preparations  had  been  made  for  his  burial.  And  the  coming  of  Joseph  and  Nicodemii^, 
with  their  attendants,  bringing  a  fine  linen  cloth,  and  rollers  or  bandages,  and  myrrh  and  aloes, 
must  have  afforded  them  mucn  satisfaction.  When  the  body  was  taken  down  from  the  cross, 
they  would  follow  those  who  carried  it  away.  Nor  would  they  lose  sight  of  the  body,  or  at  least 
of  those  who  took  care  of  it.  They  were  not  now  agents,  but  spectators,  or  standers-by.  But 
they  would  be  as  near  to  those,  who  were  employed  in  embalming  the  body,  or  in  swathing  it 
with  rollers,  as  they  could  be,  without  interrupting  them.  And  it  may  be  well  supposed,  that 
Joseph  and  Nicodemus,  and  their  attendants,  whether  their  own  servants,  or  perfumers  and 
apothecaries,  would  be  civil  to  them,  and  not  be  at  all  offended  at  the  respect  which  they  showed 
to  Jesus. 

Where  the  precious  body  was  washed  from  the  blood  of  the  wounds,  and  embalmed,  and 
wrapped  up  in  the  rollers,  may  not  be  easy  for  us  to  say  :  whether  in  a  shed,  or  lodge  of  the  gar- 
den, or  in  the  sepulchre  itself,  or  before  the  door,  at  the  entrance  of  it.  But  this  last  seems  to  me 
as  likely  as  any.  Wherever  it  was  done,  the  women  were  near  the  place,  and  saw,  or  at  least 
knew  what  was  done.  "  They  sat  over  against  the  sepulchre,  and  saw  where,  and  how  the  body 
was  laid :"  and  that  a  great  stone  was  rolled  at  the  door  of  it. 

Afler  which  they  went  away  :  and  when  the  sabbath  was  over,  they  bought  spices,  and  came 
with  them  to  the  sepulchre  early  on  the  first  day  of  the  week.  The  reason  of  their  ^  doing  is 
differently  assigned  by  learned  Commentators. 

Grotius  '  and  Beza  •*  were  of  opinion,  that  our  Lord's  body  was  not  anointed  or  embalmed : 
that  is,  Nicodemus  and  Joseph  of  Arimathea,  did  not  make  use  of  the  spices,  but  laid  them  by  in 
the  sepulchre,  intending  to  come  again  to  complete  the  embalming.  Lampe  *  does  not  approve 
of  that  account.  Nevertheless  he  is  obliged  to  own,  that  **  what  was  now  performed,  was  done  in 
Jiaste.  As  Lucas  Brugensis  is  not  in  many  hands,  I  shall  transcribe  a  part  of  what  he  says,  for 
showing  what  these  good  women  aimed  at  by  their  kind  '  offices.  And  1  shall  refer  to  Theophy- 
lact,  ^  who  speaks  to  the  like  purpose. 

What  these  women  intended  to  do,  we  cannot  say  particularly.  Nor  can  it  be  reasonably 
^expected  that  we  should  be  able  to  determine :  because  it  cannot  be  supposed,  that  any  now  are 
fully  acquainted  with  the  various  methods  of  embalming  among  the  Jews,  or  the  whole  process  of 
:their  embalming.  But  that  there  was  somewhat  wanting,  somewhat  lefl  to  be  done  by  respectful 
and  affectionate  friends,  may  be  argued  from  the  shortness  of  time,  and  great  haste,  in  which  our 
Lord  was  embalmed  and  buried:  and  likewise  from  the  concurring  concern  of  several  women, 
who  may  be  justly  supposed  to  liave  been  as  attentive,  and  as  discreet,  and  understanding,  as  any 
^f  their  sex.  And  it  has  seemed  to  me,  that  our  Lord  foresaw,  that,  for  want  of  opportunity, 
there  would  happen  a  defect  in  that  respect,  which  might  otherwise  have  been  shown  him  at  his 
-death. 

Of  the  woman  that  anointed  Jesus  at  Bethany  witli  precious  ointment,  he  said  to  those  who 

•  '  Cum  aroraatibus/]  Non  uuxerunt,  6b  temporls  angus-         '  '  Emerunt*  a  pharmacopolis  'afomata/  vi  exsiccandi  et 

lias,  sed  aromata  apposaerimt^  uncturi  primo  commodo  lem-  fragran tiara  addendi  praedita— -  ut  '  ungerent'  Jesum  mor- 

pore.     Grot,  in  Jo.  xix.  40.  tuum Neque  vero  ignorabant,  corpus  Jesu  a  Nicodemo 

*»  Non  est  tamen  pollinctum  Christi  cadaver,  mulieribus  non  parce  unctum  fuisse,  centum  inquam  libris  myrrb»  et 

alioqui  non  accessuris  post  alteram  diem  ad  illud  ungendum.  iilocs,  quae  pnesentes  adt'uerant,  cum  ungerelur,  quamquam 

Sed  tumultuarie  fuit,  propter  instantem,  et  quasi  jam  praesen-  forte  suis  oculis  non  viderant.     Sed  habebat  consuetudo,  ut 

tcro  parasceven,  in  illo  monumento  pioximo  civitati  |>ositum,  carissima  capita,  et  quae  plurimi  fierent  cadavera,  non  semei 

cum  aronaatibus  a  Nicodemo  allaiis,  dilat4  in  alterum  a  sepulto  tantura  ungereniur,  sed  sirpius,  pluribusque  condnuis  diebus, 

diem  integrlk  fimeris  pollincluri     Bez.  in  loc.  donee  exsiccaio,  et  absorpto  vi  aromatum  onini  reliquo  hu- 

<=  Leviora  sane  sunt,  quibns  persuadcre  vult,  Dominicl  cor-  more,  imo  tabefact4  came  aridA,  et  qu.jsi  aeue^  reddiia,  diU 

pons  onctionem  quidem  susceptam  esse,  sed  non  datam  exse-  servari  possent  Integra,  et  immunia  a  putrefactione,  Sccw  \  id. 

cutioni.     Lampe  in  Jo  T  III.  p  ()44.  Gen.  L.  23,  Luc.  Brug.  in  Marc.  x?l 


^  Prius  nullius  est  momenti,  quia  raptim  et  festinanter  Jesum         '  Thecpb.  in  Marc.  xvi.  1  • 
unctum^  facile  concedimos.    Id.  ib. 
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were  uneasy  at  the  expence :  Matt.  xxvi.  12.  "  For  in  that  she  hath  poured  this  ointment  upon 
my  body,  she  did  it  for  my  burial,"  it^oq  to  EVTu(piK7cti  i/.e.  Mark  xiv,  8,  "  She  has  done  what  she 
could.  She  is  come  before  hand,  to  anoint  my  body  to  the  burial."  etg  rev  svTdCPicctrf/.ov.  John 
xii.  7*  "  Let  her  alone.     Against  the  day  of  my  burying  has  she  kept  this."  eg  Tv;y  viixspav  th  evra^ 

But  learned  interpreters  say,  that  *  the  original  word,  made  use  of  by  all  the  Evangelists,  does 
not  so  properly  denote  burial,  as  the  preparations  made  for  burial,  and  particularly,  the  costly 
preparations  made  for  persons  of  distinction. 

The  meaning  therefore  is :  "  In  that  she  has  poured  this  ointment  upon  my  body,  she  has  done 
it,"  as  it  were,  "  for  my  embalming,"  or  to  embalm  me*  And  this  part  of  our  Lord's  apology  for 
that  pious  woman  may  be  paraphrased  in  this  n\anner,  as  indeed  it  was  **  formerly  :  *  You  may 
'  consider  this  anointing  as  an  embalming  of  me.     And  it  may  so  happen,  that  neither  she,  nor 

*  any  others,  shall  hava  an  opportunity  to  lay  out  all  the  rich  spices  and  ointments  upon  me,  when. 

*  dead,  which  they  may  be  disposed  to  make  use  of/ 


CHAP.    V. 

jPage  155.  Diss,  xxxvii.  *  Whom  are  we  to  understand  by  the  Grecians  and  Hebrews  mentioned,^ 
Acts  vi.  1. 

It  will  be  worth  the  while  to  put  down  here  the  words  of  the  text  at  length.  "  And  in  those 
days,  when  the  number  of  the  disciples  was  multiplied,  there  arose  a  murmuring  of  the  Grecians 
against  the  Hebrews,  because  their  widows  were  neglected  in  the  daily  ministration/' 

I  am  of  opinion,  that  by  Hebrews  are  meant  native  Jews,  descendants  of  Abraham  and 
Israel,  and  that  by  Grecians  are  meant  proselytes  to  the  Jewish  religion.  This  I  shall 
endeavour  to  make  out  by  an  induction  of  particulars,  and  by  numerous  quotations  from  the  Old 
Testament. 

Ebrew,  or  Hebrew.  It  is  a  very  honourable,  and  the  most  ancient  denomination  of  the  Jew- 
ish people.  Abraham  himself  is  called  "  a  Hebrew,"  or  <*  the  Hebrew,'*  Gen.  xiv.  13.  as  is 
Joseph  in  Egypt,  Gen.  xxxix.  14,  I7.  chap.  xli.  12.  The  Hebrews  are  mentioned  more  than 
once  in  his  history.  Gen.  xl.  15.  and  xliii.  32.  In  particular,,  the  country  inhabited  by  Jacob 
and  his  family,  whence  Joseph  is  brought,  is  called  "the  land  of  the  Hebrews,"  Gen.  xl.  15. 
God  himself,  when  he  sent  Moses  to  deliver  the  children  of  Israel  from  Egyptian  bondage,  took 
upon  himself  this  title  and  character,  "  The  Lord  God  of  the  Hebrews,"  Ex..  iii.  18.  Which 
character  is  often  mentioned  in  the  accounts  of  Moses's  appearances  before  Pharaoh.  Ex.  v.  3. 
vii.  16.  ix.  1.  X.  3. 

I  do  not  now  inquire  into  the  origin  of  this  name,  though  the  disquisition  might  be  curious. 
I  had  rather,  for  the  sake  of  brevity,  refer  to  '  others.  Whatever  was  the  origin  of  the  name,  it 
was  early  known,  and  seems  to  have  been  peculiar  to  Abraham  and  his  descendants,  by  Isaac 
and  Jacob,  when  Moses  was  sent  to  conduct  the  people  of  Israel  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt.  And 
**  the  Lord  God  of  the  Hebrews,"  and  "  the  God  of  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob,'*  are  used  as 
equivalent.     Ex.  iii.  6, 15,  16,  18.     iv.  5. 

It  was  a  common  denomination  of  the  children  of  Israel,  when  they  dwelt  in  Egypt:  And 

•  '  Ad  fiinerandura  me  :*  r^s  ro  eyra(piaa-ai  ftf.    Vulg.et  voculara  prudenler  hie,  ut  et  In  hac  apud  Marcum  hntorid»- 

Erasmus,  '  ad  me  sepeliendum/ male.  Nam  aliud  est  SccTrr^fy,  addidit  Syrus  interpres.     Et  J ohanni  i/jw-f^  evra 91a o'juwi  est. 

auam  syrafia^iv  :^  ut  Latinis  sepelire  est  sepulcro  condere  :  dies  quasi  pollincturK.     Grot,  in  Matt.  xxvi.  12. 
ronerare  vero  poUincire,  cadaver  sepulcro  mandandum^  prius         **  See  p.  230. 
curare,  &c.    Bez.  ad  Matt.  xxvi.  12.  «Vid.  Bochart.  Geo;   S.  P.  i.  1.2.  c.  14.  Scalig,    Not.  la 

Habet  me  jam  quasi  pro  mortuo,  atque  officium  lUud  Gracca  Eusebii.  p.410.     Voss.  de  Orig.  Idol.  1.  3.  c.  44.  p^ 

solernne  mouico  tantum  tempore  antevertit.     Hunc  sensum  356.     Br.  Walton  Proleg.  iii.  Huct.  Dem.  Ev.  Prop.  iv.  cap. 

apertissime  significat  Marcus  voce  itpoe^a^i.     Hie  ro  tvro^  13,  Jo.  Cleric.  Comm.  io  Gen.  x.  21.  xiv.  I3i  et  Djsserta.  de 

ftaarat,  pollincire,  interpretandum  est  per  sXXit^iy  voculae«  ling.  Hebr. 
w<j-u  tanquam  :  '  fecit  quasi  ad  me  polliDciendun.'    Quam 
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**  the  king  of  Egvpt  spake  to  the  Hebrew  midwives'* And  he  said :  "  When  ye  do  the 

office  of  a  midwife  to  the  Hebrew  women,  if  it  be  a  son,  ye  shall  kill  him  ■  And  the  midwives 
said  unto  Pharaoh— —because  the*  Hebrew  women  are  not  as  the  Egyptian  women,"  Ex.  i.  15, 
16, 19.  When  Pharaoh's  daughter  found  Moses,  she  said :  "  This  is  one  of  the  Hebrews'  children. 
Then  said  his  sister  unto  Pharaoh's  daughter :  ShalM  go,  and  call  thee  a  nurse  of  the  Hebrew 
women?"  Ex.  ii.  6,  7-     Afterwards,  "  when  Moses  was  grown,  he  went  out  unto  his  brethren, 

and  espied  an  Egyptian  smiting  an  Hebrew,  one  of  his  brethren [And]  when  he  went  out  the 

second  day,  behold  two  men  of  the  Hebrews  strove  together,"  ver.  11 — 13, 

Hebrew,  or  Hebrews,  is  often  used  in  the  first  book  of  Samuel,  as  equivalent  to  Israelites,  or 
the  people  of  Israel.  1  Sam.  iv.  6,  9.  xiii.  3>  and  elsewhere. 

When  the  mariners  in  the  ship  said  to  Jonah,  i.  8,  9.  "  What  is  thy  occupation  ?  and  whence 
camest  thou  ?  What  is  thy  country  ?  and  of  what  people  art  thou  ?  He  said  unto  them :  1  am 
an  Hebrew.     And  I  fear  the  Lord  God  of  heaven,  which  made  the  sea  and  the  dry  land." 

This  denomination  is  seldom  found  in  the  later  books  of  the  Old  Testament.  However,  it 
is  in  Jeremiah,  ch.  xxxiv.  The  place  is  remarkable,  and  will  be  of  use  to' us  in  the  present  in- 
quiry.    '*  This  is  the  word,  that  came  unto  Jeremiah  from  the  Lord That  every  man  should 

let  his  man-servant,  and  every  man  his  maid-servant,  being  a  Hebrew  or  Hebrewess,  go  free : 

that  none  should  serve  himself  of  them,  to  wit,  of  a  Jew  his  brother Then  they  obeyed, 

and  let  them  go.     Afterwards  they  caused  them  to  return,  and  brought  them  into  subjection 

for  servants,  and  for  handmaids Therefore  the  word  of  the   Lord  came  unto  Jeremiah, 

saying :  Thus  saith  the  God  of  Israel :  I  made  a  covenant  with  your  fathers,  saying :  At  the 
end  of  seven  years,  let  ye  go  every  man  his  brother,  an  Hebrew,  which  has  been  sold  unto  thee——," 

Let  us  therefore  ooserve  the  laws,  which  are  here  referred  to.  Ex.  xxi.  2,  "  If  thou  buy  a 
Hebrew  servant,  six  years  he  shall  serve  thee :  and  in  the  seventh  he  shall  go  out  free  for 
nothing."  Deut.  xv.  12.  "  If  thy  brother,  an  Hebrew  man,  or  an  Hebrew  woman,  be  sold 
^nto  thee,  and  serve  thee  six  years ;  then  in  the  seventh  year  thou  shalt  let  him  go  free  fixMji 
.  thee."  Lev.  xxv.  44— *6.  "  Both  thy  bond-men,  and  thy  bond-maids,  which  thou  shalt  have, 
shall  be  of  the  heathen,  [or  the  nations]  that  are  round  about  thee.  Of  them  shall  ye  buy  bond- 
men, and  bond-maids.  Moreover  of  the  children  of  the  strangers  that  do  sojourn  among  you, 
of  them  shall  ye  buy,  and  of  their  families  that  are  with  you,  which  they  beget  in  your  land : 
and  they  shall  be  your  possession.  And  ye  shall  take  them  for  an  inheritance  for  your  children 
after  you,  to  inherit  them  for  a  possession.  They  shall  be  your  boind-men  fcir  ever.  But  over 
youp  brethren,  the  children  of  Israel,  you  shall  not  rule  one  over  another  with  rigour," 

**  By  strangers  sojourning  among  them,"  I  understand  proselytes,  men  circumcised  after 
the  manner  of  the  Mosaic  law.  We  here  therefore  see  the  great  difference  between  the  children 
of  Israel,  or  native  Jews  and  strangers,  or  proselytes.  Ai^  in  speaking  of  this  matter,  for  pre- 
venting ambiguity,  the  words  Hebrew  and  Hebrewess  are  used  by  Jeremiah,  as  certainly  de- 
noting tlie  descendants  of  Abraham  and  the  other  patriarchs. 

In  the  laws,  just  transcribed  from  the  books  of  Moses,  there  are  clearly  mentioned  three 
sorts  of  persons :  "  Hebrews,  [or  j  Children  of  Israel,"  that  is,  native  Jews :  then  "  strangers 
soiourning  among  them,"  or  proselytes :  lastly,  "  heathens,'*  that  is,  the  nations,  or  Gentiles. 
The  prophet  demands  liberty  after  six  years  servitude  for  the  first  only,  not  for  any  of  the 
others.  The  law  of  Moses  did  not  empower  him  to  do  more.  And  the  command  of  God,  by 
the  propliet,  certainly,  is  agreeable  to  his  own  laws,  first  delivered  by  the  hand  of  Moses. 

I  shall  just  observe,  as  we  go  along,  that  Josephus  says  of  himself,  he 'was  a  Hebrew  by 
birth.  And  Eusebius  says  of  Moses,  that  **  he  was  a  great  divine,  and  a  Hebrew  of  Hebrews, 
He  also  observes  the  antiquity  of  this  name,  and  says,  that ""  Joseph  was  a  Hebrew  of  Hebrews, 
but  there  were  yet  no  Jews.  Which  is  veiy  true.  For  the  people  of  Israel  were  not  called 
Jews,  till  **  about  the  time  of  the  Babylonish  captivity.  After  that,  a  man  of  any  nation,  ^a 
embraced  the  religion  of  the  Jews,  and  was  circumcised  after  the  manner  of  Moses,  became  a 
Jew*  But  he  never  could  be  a  Hebrew,  that  denomination  being  peculiar  to  the  descendants  o£ 
the  ancient  patriarchs. 

■^  —  ysvst  'ECpaios,    De  B.  J.  1. 1  pr.  1.  ^    •  ITXijy  aXXa  xai  «Vo^  'E^pxio^,  ef  'E^paitcv,  eyj  h  ledaics, 

^  'O  r<Hyuv  \t*trf9,i  isoX^of  Mo;^^,  *E^paiO^  u:y  «f  *E^cxia:y,      hi  /lhj Jf  r^v  tw  roc  ]»Ja*ajy.  lb.  cap.  8.  p.  3 12. 

ffi  xflpi  ris  ccXKos.  X,  A.     Pr.  Ev.  7.  c.  7.  p.  305.  '  •  Josejjhus  dates  the  origin  of  this  name  after  tlieir  return 

from  the  Bab) lonish  captivitj.  Ant.  1.  U.  v.  7. 
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There  are  three  places  in  the  New  Testament  where  this  title  is  found.  One  is  that  of  the 
text  under  consideration.  Another  is  2  Cor.  xi.  22.  "Are  they  Hebrews?  So  am  I.  Are 
they  Israelites  ?  So  am  I.  Are  they  the  seed  of  Abraham  ?  So  am  I.**  The  third  is  Philip,  iii.  5. 
**  Circumcised  the  eighth  day,  of  the  stock  of  Israel,  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  an  Hebrew  of 
the  Hebrews."  He  was  circumcised  the  eighth  day  ;  which  is  a  proof,  he  was  born  of  parents, 
who  were  themselves  Jews,  and  punctually  obeyed  the  law  of  Moses.  However  this  might 
have  been,  and  he  have  been  no  more  than  the  child  of  a  proselyte  :  He  therefore  proceeds, 
and  says,  he  was  of  **  the  stock  of  Israel,*'  or  the  seed  of  Jacob  :  and  particularly,  "of  the  tribe 
of  Benjamin,**  an  honoured  tribe,  upon  divers  accounts,  particularly,  as  Benjamin  was  one  of 
tlie  sons  of  Jacob  by  Rachel,  his  wife,  as  she  *  is  styled  in  the  catalogue  of  Jacob's  family, 
which  went  into  Egypt :  but  especially  as  this  tribe  had,  in  a  great  measure,  preserved  itself 
from  idolatry.  "  An  Hebrew  of  the  Hebrews,**  or  rather,  "  an  Hebrew  of  Hebre\vs  :**  meaning, 
that  he  was  himself  a  Hebrew,  and  descended  from  Hebrews. 

As  Paul  was  a  Hebrew,  though  bom  out  of  Judea,  at  Tarsus  in  Cilicia,  where  the  Greek 
tongue  was  used,  we  are  fully  assured,  that  by  the  Grecians,  cannot  be  meant  Jews,  who  used 
the  Greek  language. 

From  all  these  texts,  therefore,  now  alleged  from  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  it  appears, 
the  denomination,  or  character,  of  Hebrew,  is  the  privilege  of  birth,  not  of  choice,  or  acqui- 
sition, or  accidental  circumstance.  All  descendants  of  Abraham  the  Hebrew,  by  Isaac  and 
Jacob,  wherever  they  are  bora,  and  whatever  language  they  use,  are  Hebrews.  Nor  can  any 
other  men  be  Hebrews,  but  only  they  who  are  descended  from  Abraham. 

Tliis,  then,  is  the  first  consideration,  tending  to  determine  who  these  Grecians  were.  To 
whom  we  now  proceed. 

Grecians,  or  Hellenists,  as  in  the  original.  The  word  Grecians  occiu^  thrice  in  our  English 
version  of  the  New  Testament :  here,  and  ch.  ix.  29.  and  xi.  20.  But  it  is  well  known  to  the 
learned,  that  in  the  second  of  these  places  the  Alexandrian  MS.  has  Greeks :  which  also  is  the 
reading  in  the  third  text,  not  only  in  the  Alexandrian  manuscript,  but  likewise  in  the  Latin 
Vulgate,  and  several  other  versions.  Whatever  are  the  readings,  it  is  apparent,  that  the  same 
persons  are  not  intended  in  the  third  and  last  text,  as  in  the  two  former. 

Various  ^  have  been  the  sentiments  of  learned  men  concerning  the  Grecians,  mentioned  here, 
and  in  ch.  ix.  29.  The  most  prevailing  opinions  are  these  two.  Some  hereby  understand  Jews 
bom  out  of  Judea,  who  spake  Greek,  and  used  the  Greek  version  of  the  Old  Testament  in 
their  synagogues.  The  other  opmion  is,  that  these  Grecians  wfere  proselytes,  or  men  of  other 
nations,  who  had  embraced  the  Jewish  religion. 

That  the  former  are  not  here  intended,  has  been,  as  I  apprehend,  sufficiently  shown  already. 
I  therefore  go  on  to  support  farther  the  opinion,  that  these  Grecians  were  proselytes. 

Which,  I  think,  may  be  argued  from  the  neglect  they  had  met  with.  There  arose  a  mur- 
muring  of  the  Grecians  against  the  Hebrews,  because  their  widows  were  neglected,  ir«p£flf«f8VTc, 
were  overlooked,  passed  by,  omitted,'  in  the  daily  ministration.  There  was  no  regard  had  to 
them.     There  were  no  allowances  or  distributions  made  to  them. 

This  may  have  been  owing  to  two  reasons,  because  they  were  few  in  number,  ai)d  because 
they  were  despised.  There  may  be  some  reason  to  think  it  was  chiefly  owing  to  this  last. 

The  Jews  of  this  time  knew  very  well  how  to  pay  respect  to  proselytes  of  distinction,  as 
they  did  to  Helena,  q^neen  of  the  Adiabenes,  and  her  son  Jzates.  But  for  the  most  part  native 
Jews,  descendants  of  Abraham  and  the  patriarchs,  must  have  been  preferred  to  proselytes.  I 
cannot  conceive  any  reason  why  any  Jews  should  have  been  neglected,  barely  because  they 
were  bom  out  of  Judea,  and  used  the  Greek  language.  But  proselytes  might  be  overlooked 
because  they  were  reckoned  much  inferior  to  Israelites.  Proselytes  were  *  admitted  to  eat  the 
passoyer,  and  to  communion  with  Israelites  in  all  religious  privileges.  But  they  were  far  from 
enjoying  equal  civil  privileges  with  the  children  of  Israel.  TJiis  must  be  apparent  from  what  was 
before  alleged  from  the  thirty-fourth  chapter  of  Jeremiah,  and  parallel  places. 

•  "  The  sous  of  Rachel,  Jacob's  wife :  Joseph  and  Bcnja-    p.  226.  et  Lux  EvaDgelii.  cap.  iv.  p.  59,  60.  et  Wolf  Cora  ad 
min,"  Gen.  xlvi.  19.  Act.  vi.  I, 

*»  Seven  different  opinions  have  been  taken  notice  of  by        «  Uaps&ew f^nvro. 1  '  dcspkertniur,*  \d  e^t,  ncgligerenfur,  et 
tome  learned  writers.     Vid.  Fabr.  Bib.  Gr.  1.  4.  c.  vi.  T.  III.    conteronereniiir.    Joach.  Camer.  in  lot\ 

^  See  Ex.  xii  48,  49.  Numb,  ix-  14.  a&d  other  places. 
VOL.   V.  3   R 
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I  beg  leave  to  take  notice  of  some  other  things  relating  to  them  from  the  Old  Testament* 
When  the  Gibeonites  had  beguiled  Joshua,  and  the  elders,  and  their  deceit  was  known,  "all  the 
congregation  murmured  against  the  princes:**  however,  as  they  had  **  made  a  league  with  them, 
to  let  tnem  live,  and  the  princes  of  the  congregation  had  sworn  to  them,"  they  would  not  falsify 
their  oath.  They  gave  them  their  lives,  but  took  from  them  their  lands,  and  made  them  slaves, 
or  little  better.  As  it  is  said  Josh.  ix.  26,  27,  *'  Joshua  delivered  them  out  of  the  hand  of  the 
children  of  Israel,  that  they  slew  them  not.  And  he  made  them  hewers  of  wood,  and  drawers 
of  water  for  the  congregation,  and  for  the  altar  of  the  Lord.** 

And  we  are  told,  *•*  that  Saul  sought  to  slay  them,**  or  endeavoured  to  extipate  them,  in 
"  his  zeal  to  the  children  of  Israel  and  Judah,**  2  Sam.  xxi.  2.  Which  shows,  that  they  were  not 
beloved,  and  that  this  zeal  of  Saul  was  popular.     But  it  was  resented  in  the  time-of  David. 

This  sort  of  men  were  employed  in  the  laborious  works  for  building  the  temple.  1  Chr.  xxi.  2. 
«*  And  David  commanded  to  gather  together  the  strangers  that  were  m  the  land  of  Israel.  And 
he  set  masons  to  hew  wrought  stones  to  build  the  house  of  God.'*  And  2  Chr.  ii.  17, 18.  "And 
Solomon  *  numbered  all  the  strangers  that  were  in  the  land  of  Israel,  after  the  numbering, 
wherewith  !David  his  father  had  numbered  them.  And  they  were  found  an  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand,  and  three  thousand,  and  six  hundred.  And  he  set  threescore  and  ten  thousand  of 
them  to  be  bearers  of  burdens,  and  fourscore  thousand  to  be  hewers  in  the  mountains,  and  three 
thousand  and  six  hundred  overseers,  to  set  the  people  to  work.** 

The  overseers  I  suppose  to  have  been  Israelites,  the  rest  strangers  or  proselytes ;  as  they  are 
called  in  the  Greek  version  of  the  Seventy,  and  in  St.  Jerom's  Latin  version.  Many  of  these 
strangers  may  have  been  remains  of  the  Gibeonites ;  but  I  presume  there  were  others  besides. 

Nethinims  are  mentioned,  1  Chr.  ix.  2.  "  Now  the  first  inhabitants  that  dwelt  in  their  pos- 
sessions, in  their  cities,  were  the  Israelites,  the  Priests,  the  Levites,  and  the  Netlunims.**  They, 
and  Solomon*s  servants,  are  often  mentioned  in  the  books  of  Ezra  and  Nehemiah.  In  the  cata- 
logue  of  the  people  that  returned  from  Babylon  it  is  said,  Ezr.  ii.  58.  "  All  the  Nethinims,  and 
the  children  of  Solomon's  servants,  were  three  hundred  and  ninety  and  two.**  So  also  Neh.  vii.  GO. 
and  Ezr.  viii.  20.  <<  Also  the  Nethinims,  whom  David  and  the  princes  .had  appointed  for  the 
service  of  the  Levites,  two  hundred  and  twenty.** 

These  Nethinims  bad  been  given  the  Levites,  to  serve  them.  Afl:erwards  Solomon  apjpointed 
more  for  the  like  service.  These  must  have  been  strangers  or  proselytes.  It  is  not  to  be  tiiought 
that  David,  or  Solomon,  or  any  king  of  Israel,  with  the  elders,  had  power  to  give  Israelites  to 
the  service  of  the  Levites.  As  some  Jews  said  to  our  Lord :  "  We  be  Abraham*s  seed,  and 
never  were  in  bondage  to  any  man,**  John  viii.  S3.  No,  they  were  free-born,  and  high-bom, 
in  comparison  of  other  men ;  though  they  were  little  concerned  for  the  freedom  of  which  our 
Lord  was  speaking.     Says  Patrick  upon  2  Chr.  ix.  2.  *  Ezra  gives  a  good  account  of  the  Nethi- 

*  nims,  ch.  viii.  20,  where  he  informs  us,  they  were  given  by  David  to  the  Levites  (which  is  the 

*  original  of  their  name  :)  as  the  Levites  were  given  by  God  to  help  the  priests :  and  therefore 

*  in  all  places  they  are  mentioned  with  holy  persons.' 

I  do  not  know  whether  these  men  may  be  called  inferior  clergy.  They  seem  rather  to  have 
been  servants  to  them.  But  however  mean  their  original,  or  low  and  laborious  their  employ- 
ment may  have  been  j  the  people  of  Israel  were  indebted  to  them  for  their  zeal  for  the  house  of 
God.  Many  of  them  readily  returned  from  Babylon  to  Judea,  and  performed  their  part  for 
upholding  tne  worship  of  God  at  his  temple. 

As  all  the  land  of  Canaan  was  given  to  the  twelve  tribes,  the  children  of  Israel,  and  many 
of  the  regulations  in  the  law  of  Moses  were  in  their  favour ;  at  was  foreseen,  that  strangers,  who 
joined  tkemselves  to  them,  and  came  to  sojourn  among  them,  would  lie  under  some  disadvan- 
tage God  therefore,  who  wisely  made  those  appointments  of  the  law  of  Moses,  regarding  the 
descendants  of  Jacobs  in  his  great  goodness,  made  provisions  likewise  for  strangers,  that  they 
might  not  be  abused. 

The  people  of  Israel,  to  whom  the  laws  of  Moses  were  delivered,  are  charged  in  this  manner. 
Ex.  xxii.  20.  **  Thou  shalt  nfeither  vex  a  stranger,  nor  oppress  him ;  for  ye  were  strangers  in 
the  land  of  Egypt.**     Comp.  Lev.  xix.  SS,  34.  and  Ex.  xxiiL  12.  "  Six  days  shalt  thou  do  thy 

*  Kai  crvyjfyar/ilLaXufiMv  ifarras  t9sa9Spas  t9$tpQ^>J0tB$,        **  Ntuneravit  Igitar  Salomon  omnes  viroi  prosdytos^'  qui 
r^s  t¥  yri  IcrpaiiK*  x.  X..  LXX.  enuit  in  teni  Israel.    Hieron. 
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work,  and  on  the  seventh  day  thou  shalt  rest :  that  thy  ox  and  thy  ass  may  rest,  and  the  son 
of  thy  handmaid,  and  the  stranger  may  be  refreshed  :"  see  there  ver.  9.  Lev.  xix.  9$  10,  "And 

when  ye  reap  the  harvest  of  your  land ^thou  shalt  not  gather  the  gleaning  of  thy  harvest. 

And  thou  shalt  not  glean  thy  vineyard.  Thou  shalt  leave  them  for  the  poor,  and  the  str^er. 
I  am  the  Lord  your  God."  See  also  Lev.  xxv.  5,  6.  and  38.  and  Deut.  xvi.  13,  14.  <*  Thou 
shalt  observe  the  feast  of  tabernacles  seven  days,  after  that  thou  hast  gathered  in  thy  com  and 
thy  wine.  And  thou  shalt  rejoice  in  thy  feast;  thou,  and  thy  son,  and  tliy  daughter,  and  thy 
man-servant,  and  thy  maid-servant,  and  the  Levite,  the  stranger,  and  the  fatherless,  and  tiie 
widow  that  are  in  thy  gates.*'  And  again,  very  particularly,  Deut.  xxvi.  11 — 13.  "  And  thou 
shalt  rejoice  in  every  good  thing,  which  the  Lord  thy  God  hath  given  unto  thee,  and  unto  thy 
house,  thou,  and  the  Levite,  and  the  stranger  that  is  among  you.  Wlien  thou  hast  made  an  end 
of  tithing  all  the  tithes  of  thy  increase— —and  hast  given  it  unto  the  Levite,  and  the  stranger, 
the  fatherless  and  the  widow,  that  they  may  eat  within  thy  gates,  and  be  filled.  Then  thou 
shalt  say  before  iJie  Lord  thy  God :  I  have  brought  away  the  hallowed  things  out  of  my 
house,  and  also  have  given  them  unto  the  Levite,  and  unto  the  stranger,  and  the  fatherless,  and 
the  widow,  according  to  thy  commandment."  These  instances  of  kindness  are  strongly  en- 
forced, Deut.  X.  17 — 19» 

I  shall  add  a  text  or  two,  somewhat  different,  though  still  to  the  like  purpose.  Deut.  xii.  12. 
"  And  ye  shall  rejoice  before  the  Lord  your  God,  ye  and  your  sons,  and  your  daughters,  and  your 
men-servants,  and  your  maid-servants,  and  the  Levite  that  is  within  your  gates.  Forasmuch  as 
he  has  no  part,  nor  inheritance  with  you."  And  ver.  18.  *<  Thou  must  eat  them  before  the 
Lord  thy  God,  in  the  place  which  the  Lord  thy  God  shall  choose,  thou,  and  thy  son,  and  thy 
daughter,  and  thy  man-servant,  and  thy  maid-servant,  and  the  Levite  that  is  within  thy  gates. 
See  also  Deut.  x.  9* 

By  **  stranger,"  [and  "  stranger  within  thy  gates,  and  the  stranger  that  sojoumeth  with 
thee,  [or]  in  thy  land,*'  I  always  understand  proselvtes,  men  circumcised  according  to  the  law 
of  Moses :  or,  as  they  are  now  often  called,  "  proselytes  of  the  covenant,  [orj  of  righteousness." 
If  the  Levites  are  said  **  to  have  no  inheritance,'*  and  are  styled  "  Levites  within  thy  gates," 
as  thev  are  in  some  texts  just  cited,  though  there  were  allotted  fo  them  cities,  with  their  suburbs, 
out  of  the  inheritance  of  Uie  other  tribes,  as  is  manifest  from  Numb.  xxxv.  1-^.  and  Josh.  xiv. 
1-— 5.  all  strangers,  though  circumcised,  and  admitted  to  full  communion  in  all  religious  ordi- 
nances, may  well  be  called  <<  sojourners,  and  the  strangers  within  th^  gates." 

Once  more.  As  God,  in  his  laws,  delivered  to  the  children  of  Israel,  was  not  unmindful 
of  the  stranger :  so  likewise  does  David  remember  them  in  his  devotions.  Ps.  cxv.  9—13.  "  O 
Israel,  trust  thou  in  the  Lord.  O  house  of  Israel,  trust  thou  in  the  Lord.  Ye  that  fear  the 
Lord,  trust  In  the  Lord.  The  Lord  will  bless  the  house  of  Israel :  he  will  bless  the  house  of 
Aaron.  He  will  bless  them  that  fear  the  Lord,  both  small  and  great,"  cxviii.  2 — 4.  "  Let  Israel 
now  say,  that  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever.  Let  the  house  of  Aaron  now  say,  that  his  mercy 
endureth  for  ever.  Liet  them  that  fear  the  Lord  sav,  that  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever." ' 
Ps.  cxxxv.  19,  20.  "  Bless  the  Lord,  O  house  of  Israel.  Bless  the  Lord,  O  house  of  Aaron, 
Bless  the  Lord,  O  house  of  Levi.     Ye  that  fear  the  Lord,  bless  the  Lord." 

These  men,  who  fear  the  Lord,  mentioned  after  all  the  divisions  of  the  people  of  Israel,  I 
suppose  to  have  been  strangers,  or  proselytes.  Hereby  we  are  led  to  understand  St.  Paul's  ad- 
dress in  the  synagogue  at  Antioch  in  Pisidia.  Acts  xiii.  16.  "  Men  of  Israel,  and  ye  that  fear 
God,  give  audience."  And  ver.  26.  "  Men  and  brethren,  children  of  the  stock  of  AbraJiam, 
and  whoever  among  you  feareth  God,  to  you  is  the  word  of  this  salvation  sent."  Here,  by 
them  that  feared  God,  must  be  meant  proselytes.  For  that  none  were  present,  but  such  as 
were  Jews,  either  by  birtli  or  religion,  appears  from  ver.  42.  and  what  there  follows. 

Proselytes  are  mentioned  among  the  nearers  of  St.  Peter's  first  sermon,  preached  at  Jerusa- 
lem, after  our  Lard*s  ascension.  Acts  ii.  10.  I  suppose,  proselytes  to  be  meant  by  Grecians 
here,  ch.  vi.  1.  and  ix.  29. 

Who  they  \yere,  we  cannot  say  exactly.  But  there  might  be  many  such  men  in  Judea,  and 
in  other  countries  all  over  the  world,  where  the  Jewish  people  resided.  Some  of  tbem  may  have 
been  descendants  of  such  as  had  joined  themselves  to  the  people  of  Israel  in  former  times: 
and  others  may  have  been  new  converts  to  the  Jewish  religion. 
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I  have  imagined,  that  proselytes  now  living  in  Judea,  who  were  poor,  may  have  been 
chiefly,  or  for  the  most  part,  servants  of  the  Roman  governors,  or  of  their  officers  :  who  havings 
come  into  Judea  with  their  masters,  were  converted  ta  the  Jewish  religion :  and,  when  their 
masters  returned  home,  got  leave  to  stay  behind.  Having  renounced  gentilism,  they  could  not 
expect  very  agreeable  treatment  from  their  friends  and  relatives  at  home.  And  though  they  had 
not  the  prospect  of  any  considerable  advantage  in  Judea,  yet  they  mighty  hope  for  civilities 
among  those,  whose  religion  they  had  embraced.  Besides,  new  converts  have  a  great  deal  ctf 
zeal.  Some  of  them  might  conceive  a  particidar  affection  for  the  land  of  Israel,  and  the  city  of 
Jerusalem,  where  was  the  temple. 

Beside  these  servants  of  Roman  officers,  who  had  resided  in  Judea,  probably,  there  were 
others,  who  had  ser\"ed  Jews  out  of  Judea:  who,  having  for  some  reasons  left  their  masters, 
chose  to  come,  and  seek  subsistence  in  Judea,  not  being  willing  to  serve  heathens. 

There  might  be  also  divers  other  persons  of  different  stations,  who  being  converted  tp  Ju- 
daism, preferred  Jerusalem  to  all  other  places. 

Nicolas,  chosen  to  be  one  of  the  seven,  a  proselyte  of  Antioch,  nowat  Jerusalesi,  was,  very 
probably,  a  man  of  good  substance.  And  it  is  observable,  that  Helena,  queen  of  the  Adiabenes^ 
not  long  after  her  conversion  went  to  *  Jerusalem.  And  she  must  have  often  visited  that  city, 
or  resided  there  very  much.  For  she  was  there,  when  her  son  Izates^died.  And  several  of  the 
brothers,  and  sons  of  Izates  *  were  shut  in  at  the  last  siege  of  Jerusalem. 

That  therefore  is  my  third  and  last  argument,  that  these  Grecians  were  proselytes :  foras- 
much  as  upon  their  complaints  a  proselyte  was  chosen  to  be  one  of  the  seven,  to  preside  in  the 
daily  ministration,  even  Nicolas  of  Antioch.  The  rest,  1  presume,  were  Hebrews,  that  is^ 
Jews  by  birth,  descendants  of  the  patriarchs.  Some  of  whom  may  have  been  bom  in  Judea, 
otliers  of  them  out  of  it,  but  were  now  at  Jerusalem. 

It  is  not  sufficient  reason  to  believe  that  any  of  the  rest  were  proselytes,  or  that  all  the  rest 
were  Jews,  who  were  bom  in  other  countries,  because  their  names  are  Greek.  For  several  of 
our  Saviour's  disciples  had  Greek  names,  though  they  were  all  men  of  Galilee :  as  Philip,  and 
Andrew,  and  Thomaa  called  Didjonus,  and  Simon,  called  also  Cephas,  and  Peter,  by  which 
last  name  he  was  generally  called,  and  best  known. 

That  Stephen  was  a  Jew  by  birth,  is  highly  probable  from  the  whole  of  his  speech  before 
the  council,  and  particularly  from  the  beginning  of  it.  Acts  vii.  2.  "  Men,  brethren,  and 
fathers,  hearken.  The  God  of  glory  appeared  to  our  father  Abraham,  when  he  was  in 
Mesopotamia.*' 

Philip,  the  second  of  the  seven,  was  a  person  of  great  eminence,  who  preached  the  gospel 
in  Samaria,  and  wrought  there  many  miracles.  Acts  viii.  1—^.  Who  also  converted  the  cham- 
berlain, and  treasurer  of  Candace,  queen  of  the  Ethiopians.  Tliere  cannot  be  any  reason  to 
make  a  doubt,  whether  Philip,  so  eminent  an  evangelist,  of  an  order  next  in  authority  and  dig- 
nity to  Christ's  apostles,  was  of  the  seed  of  Israel.  It  would  be  altogether  absurd  to  suppose, 
that  one  so  early  employed  in  such  signal  services  for  promoting  the  gospel,  was  only  a 
proselyte. 

When  the  Eunuch  had  been  baptized,  "  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  caught  away  Philip,  that  the 
Eunuch  saw  him  no  more.  But  Philip  was  found  at  Azotus ;  and  passmg  through,  he  preached 
in  all  the  cities,  till  he  came  to  Caesarea,**  ver.  39f  40.  There  he  seems  to  have  settled.  For 
there  he  was,  when  St.  Paul  came  to  Jerusalem  in  the  year  fifty-eight,  as  we  learn  from  Acts 
xxi.  8 — 10.  "  And  the  next  day  we  came  to  Csesarea.  And  we  entered  into  the  house  of  Phihp, 
tlie  evangelist,  which  was  one  of  the  seven,  and  abode  there.** 

Stephen  suffered  martyrdom  soon  after  he  was  chosen.  Philip  likewise,  as  we  perceive,  not 
long  after  removed  from  Jerusalem.  Indeed,  the  seven  seem  to  have  been  appointed  upon 
occasion  of  a  particular  emergency.  However,  the  other  five,  or  some  of  them,  may  have  stayed 
at  Jerusalem,  and  may  have  continued  to  officiate  in  the  service,  to  which  tlity  had  been  ap» 
pointed.  And  moreover,  others  may  have  been  chosen  in  the  room  of  Stephen,  who  died,  and 
of  Philip,  who  removed. 

Dr.  Whitby  upon  Acts  vi.  !•  objects  against  our  opinion  from  ch.  ix.  29-  where  it  is  said, 


•  Joi.  Ant.  1.  30.  ii.  6.  *  lb.  iii.  3.  '  De  B.  J.  1.  <).  vi.  i. 
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"  That  Paul  disputed  against  the  Grecians  :  but  they  went  about  to  slay  him.*'     *  Which,  as  he 

•  argues,  shows  they  must  be  Jews  by  biith,  and  not  only  strangers  of  other  nations  come  hitlier. 

•  For  how  dared  they  to  kill  a  Jew  among  the  Jews,  without  bringing  him  to  their  tribunals  ?* 

Which  is  an  argument  of  no  moment-  For  I  presume,  that  neither  had  a  Jew  by  birth  a 
right  to  assassinate  a  man  without  any  trial.  And,  generally,  such  things  must  have  been  dis- 
liked. But  a  proselyte  might  attempt  it  iis  well  as  another.  And  considering,  how  unpopular 
a  person  Paul  now  was,  the  killing  him  might  be  passed  by,  and  overlooked,  or  even  approved  of, 
by  whomsoever  it  was  done.  Proselytes  were  as  likely,  as  any  men,  to  be  bigoted  in  their  senti- 
ments, and  to  practise  violence  against  those  who  differed  from  them.  What  sort  of  men  most  of 
the  proselytes  of  that  time  were,  may  be  concluded  from  what  Qur  Lord  said  to  the  pharisees 
without  reserve.  Matt,  xxiii.  15.  But  there  were  some  of  a  better  temper,  who  believed  in 
Jesus  after  his  resurrection,  andjoined  themselves  to  his  apostles,  when  the  profession  of  his  name 
must  have  exposed  them  to  difnculties. 

To  me  it  seems,  that  there  is  great  propriety  in  St.  Luke's  style,  calling  the  Jews,  who  were 
of  tlie  seed  of  Israel,  Hebrews,  and  proselytes,  Hellenists,  Grecians,  or,  perhaps  *Hellenes, 
Greeks,  from  their  origin.  For  I  have  sometimes  been  much  inclined  to  think  that  to  be  the 
true  r€|ading  in  this  text,  as  well  as  in  the  rest.     And  Dr.  Ward  says,  p.  155.  *  That  the  word 

*  Exkvivttrcit,  Hellenists,  is  used  only  by  St.  Luke  in  this  book,  and  is  not  perhaps  to  be  found  in 

*  any  other  writer  so  ancient.*  Indeed,  I  believe,  it  is  not  to  be  found  in  Josephus.  And  the 
uncommonness  of  the  word  may  cause  a  suspicion,  that  it  is  the  invention  of  some  Christian  ; 
though  it  is  ancient.  For,  m  this  text,  it  is  in  the  Alexandrian  manuscript.  And  the  word  may 
be  seen  in  •  Chrysostom. 

Any,  who  are  pleased  to  consider  all  that  was  before  said,  concerning  the  word  Hebrew, 
are  able  to  judge,  whether  there  is  not  some  special  propriety  in  St.  Luke's  style,  according  to 
this  interpretation.  A  Hebrew,  denoting  a  Jew  by  ancient  descent,  must  be  fitly  opposed  to 
Grecians,  or  Greeks,  thereby  understanding  proselytes,  who  were  Jews,  by  religion  only,  and  not 
by  birth. 

The  opinion,  for  which  I  argue,  has  been  espoused  by  many  learned  men,  as  ^  Beza,  ^  Bas- 
nage,  and  •*  Pearson.  Which  last  has  asserted  it  with  great  strength,  and  neatness,  in  a  few 
words.  Insomuch,  that  it  may  be  thought  somewhat  strange,  that  this  opinion  has  not  been  ge- 
nerally received,  without  farther  dispute.  I  have  enlarged,  being  desirous  to  establish  and  illus^ 
trate  it  to  the  best  of  my  power. 


CHAP.    VL 

Page  159.  Diss,  xxxviii.  *  The  term  Holy  Ghost,  in  the  New  Testament,  denotes  both  a  per. 
son  and  a  power.* 

P.  169.  *  That  it  often  denotes  a  power,  cannot  be  questioned,  as  where  the  apostles  and 
«  other  Christians  at  that  time,  are  said  to  be  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost.  But  that  it  signifies  also 
«  a  person,  seems  evident  from  the  following  passages  among  others.' 

That  Dissertation  concludes  in  this  manner,  p.  l6l.  *  We  meet  with  x/x^otijjc  9^8,  "  the  gift  of 

*  God,**  Rom.  vi.  23,  and  ^^p/er/uL*  Xpte^s^  the  "  gift  of  Christ,"  2  Tim  i.  6.  according  to  some 
«  copies :  though  others  have  it  0<^8,  **  the  gift  of  God,'*  as  it  is  in  our  version.    And  agreeably 

*  to  all  analogy  xt^picfutra  KyiB  Uvevficcrog  must  signify  "  the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit,*'  ia  a  per- 

*  sonal  sense :  since  that  word  is  never  used  otherwise,  but  of  persons  in  the  New  Testament, 

*  where  the  donor  is  mentioned.* 

•  In  Act.  Ap.  hom.  14,  p.  1 1 1 .  torn.  IX.  'EXXijvf^,  sivc  Grentiles  fiierint,  etsi  jam  rdigione  &cti  Judsi,. 

**  In  Act.  1 .  et  totitts  legis  impletionem  in  se  suscipientes,  tameD  a  Judaeit 

*^  Aon.  35.  p.  vii.  sen  Hebraeis^  stirpe  et  genere  ab  Abrahanao  deducto   8U- 

«»  Hie  autem  ^EXXrjyirat  opponantar*ECfaw<;— — Neque  perbientibus,  inferi<m  loco  habebantnr.  Unde  neglcctus  vidua- 

eniro  Hebrsei,  neqae  Judselerant^  hoc  e«ty  genere :  non  He-  mm,  et  ex  eo  neglectu  mormnr,  sen  yeyyva-pLO^  rwy 'BAAij* 

braei  exHebneii  ■  ■     Sed  Jadari  tantnm  religione^  id  est,  pro-  viror.    Peanon  Lect.  3.  in  Act.  Apost«  Dum*  ▼.    . 

aelyti.    Hi  igitur  proseljFti^  cum,  antequam  circuociderentur^ 
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But  for  this  last  our  author  refers  not  to  any  text,  as  he  does  for  the  two  former ;  because^ 
I  suppose,  he  found  not  any  such  text  in  the  New  Testament.     Nor  do  I  know  of  any. 

This  observation  therefore  is  unsupported  by  proper  authority,  and  is  what  one  would  not 
have  expected  in  so  accurate  a  writer  as  Dr.  Ward.  1  think  we  ought  here  to  recollect,  that 
these  Dissertations  are  posthumous. 

But  I  have  no  intention  to  enter  into  an  argument  upon  this  subject.  There  *  was  an  anony- 
mous tract  published  not  long  ago,  where  it  is  treated  more  distinctly,  to  which  I  refer. 


*  CHAP.  VIL 

Page  174.  Diss.  xlii.     <  To  whom  the  apostolic  decree  Acts  xv.  was  directed.    And  whether  it 
*  was  perpetual.' 

As  this  chapter  will  be  of  considerable  length,  I  shall  divide  it  into  the  following  sections. 

I.  An  introduction. 

II.  The  Noachic  precepts,  with  observations  upon  them. 

III.  To  whom  the  apostolic  decree  was  directed  :  and  that  there  was  but  one  sort  of  Jewish 
proselytes. 

IV.  General  observations,  showing  the  occasion,  and  design  of  the  apostolic  decree. 

V.  The  several  articles  of  the  decree  explained. 

VI.  Observations,  in  the  manner  of  corollaries. 

I.  INTRODUCTION.  Bcforc  I  make  any  remarks  upon  this,  article,  I  would  observe,  that  a 
good  while  ago,  in  the  chapter  of  St.  Cyprian,*'  I  carefully  considered  the  various  readings  of 
this  decree,  as  it  stands  in  the  book  of  the- Acts  of  the  apostles,  ch.  xv.  20,  29,  and  xxi.  25. 
The  result  of  which  Was,  that  the  readings  in  our  present  copies  of  it,  in  the  New  Testament,  are 
right.  It  was  a  long  discussion.  But  I  do  not  repent  the  labour  of  it.  It  has  formerly,  and 
does  still  afford  satisfaction. 

Says  our  learned  author,  p.  174.     «  The  decree  is  directed  roig  aieX^oig  e^  ^flv^v,  that  is,  as 

<  seems  most  probable,  to  all  the  Heathen  converts  in  Antioch,  Syria,  and  Cih'cia,  who  were  not 

<  proselytes  of  the  gate,  before  they  embraced  Christianity.  For  the  Jewish  proselyteis  were  always 
«  obliged  to  regard  the  things  therein  mentioned,  as  they  were  all  contained  in  the  precepts  given 

<  to  Noah.     And  therefore  we  do  not  find  in  Acts  x.  that  Peter  laid  any  such  injunctions  upon 
«  Cornelius,  and  his  company.* 

Dr.  Ward,  as  seems  to  me,  usedi  those  words,  "  proselytes  of  the  gate,  and  Jewish  prose- 
lytes," very  improperly.     But  of  that  niore  hereafter. 

It  may  be  proper  to  observe  here,  that  the  author  of  Miscellanea  Sacra  has  advsmced  an 
c(pinion,  not  known  before,  that  *  the  decree  of  the  council  of*  Jerusalem  was  directed  to  such 
converts  to  Christianity  only,  as  were  *<  proselytes  of  the  gate,"  and  were,  before  their  conversion 
to  Christianity,  obliged  to  observe  the  several  regulations  contained  in  this  decree.  Which  opi- 
nion has  been  embraced  by  several. 

Dr*  Ward  does  not  differ  much  from  them.  He  thinks  that  **  such  things,  as  were  before  re- 
quired of  "  proselytes  of  the  gate,"  were  in  the  decree,  enjoined  upon  all  converts  to  Christianity, 
in  the.  countries  above-mentioned.  But,  he  says,  there  was  no  need  of  giving  such  injunctions 
tp  Cornelius,  he  having  before  observed  the  hke  things,  as  a  "  ptoselyte  of  the  gate,'*  living 
in  Judea. 

Upon  this  scheme  I  now  make  no  remarks.  I  put  down  these  things  here  at  present,  only  by 
way  of  explication  of  our  author's  sentiment. 

II.  The  Noachic  precepts.    Dr.  W         in  the  words  just  cited,  speaks  of  the  precepts 

*  8^  tbe  first  postscript  to  d  letter  written  in  1 730^  p.  1 16«     *  See  Miscell;  Sacra.  Essay  iv.    HoweTer,  tee  also  Hammond 

*  V<d.  II.  p.  .13—20.  upon  Acts  xv.  29. 


^  See  H^vpmond  as  before  referred  to. 
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given  to  Noah.   And  at  p.  VJJ.  says,  *  That  the  several  things  contained  in  the  apostolic  decree, 

*  are  alj  included  in  the  Noachic  precepts/ 

I  therefore  shall  now  show,  what  are  railed  the  seven  precepts  of  Noah,  or  the  sons  of  Noah, 
taking  my  account  from  Ainsworth,  where  I  beUeve  they  are  rightly  represented.  Which  is 
more  than  can  be  said  of  some  others,  who  talk  much  of  them. 

Sa^s  that  exact  and  diligent  writer,  in  his  Annotations  upon  Gen.  ix.  4!  **  But  flesh  with 
the  life  thereof,  which  is  the  blood  thereof,  shall  ye  not  eat/'     *  The  Hebrew  doctors  make  this 

*  the  seventh  commandment  given  to  the  sons  of  Noah,  which  all  nations  were  bound  to  keep, 

*  as  there  had  been  six  from  Adam's  time.     The  first  against  idolatry,  the  worship  of  stars, 

*  images,  &c.  the  second  against  blaspheming  the  name  of  God;  the  third  against  shedding  of 

*  blood;    the  fourth  against  unjust  carnal  copulations,  whereof  they  made  six  sorts:  1.  with  a 

*  man's  own  mother :  2.  or  with  a  father's  wife :  S.  or  with  his  neighbour's  wife :  4.  or  with  his 

*  sister  by  the  mother's  side :   5.  or  with  mankind :    6.  or  with  beasts.     The  fifth  precept  was 

*  against  rapine,  or  robbery.     The  sixth  to  have  judgment,  or  punishment  for  malefactors.    And 

*  unto  Noah  was  added  the  seventh,  which  is  here  mentioned.    Which  they  understand  to  forbid 

*  the  eating  of  any  member,  or  of  the  flesh  of  a  beast,  taken  from  it  alive.     Whosoever  in  the 

*  world  transgressed  any  of  these  seven  commandments  wilfully,  the  Jews  held,  he  was  to  be 

*  killed  with  the  sword.     But  the  Heathen,  who  would  yield  to  obey  these  seven  precepts^ 

*  though  they  received  not  circumcision,  nor  observed  the  other  ordinances  given  afterwards  to 

*  Israel,  they  were  suffered  to  dwell  as  strangers  among  the  Israelites,  and  to  dwell  in  their  land.' 

Upon  all  which  I  beg  leave  to  make  the  several  foUowing  observations. 

First.  Fornication  is  not  mentioned  among  the  several  kinds  of  unjust  carnal  copulation. 
This  omission  has  been  observed  by  *  Grotius.     The  reason  of  it,  I  do  not  stay  to  inquire* 

Secondly.  Every  thing,  here  mentioned,  is  of  a  moral  nature,  even  the  seventh  precept,  as 
well  as  the  rest.  For  it  condemns  cruelty.  It  is  not,  to  forbear  eating  blood,  but  to  eat  the 
member,  or  the  flesh  of  a  beast  taken  from  it  alive.  Which  is  great  cruelty,  and  even  barbarity. 

Thirdly.  This  whole  article,  as  seems  to  me,  is  a  Jewi^  way  of  representing  the  law  of 
nature,  by  which  all  men  are  obliged.  For  sons  of  Adam,  and  sons  of  Noah,  comprehend  the 
whole  world.  By  the  law  of  nature  all  are  obliged.  Jews  and  Christians,  who  are  under  a  par- 
ticular-law of  revelation,  are  not  exempted  from  this  law,  and  its  several  obligations:  but  are  as 
much  subject  to  it  as  other  men. 

Fourthly.  As  this  scheme  is  the  scheme  of  Jewish  masters  only,  it  need  not  to  be  received 
without  examination.  Rabbinical  and  Thalmudical  writers  may  be  of  use.  But  they  are  not 
infaUible.  Indeed,  I  had  rather  learn  Jewish  antiquities  from  the  scriptures,  and  such  other 
Jewish  writers,  as  lived  before  our  Saviour's  coming,  or  were  contemporary  with  Christ  and  his 
apostles,  than  from  later  Jewish  authors. 

Fifthly.  These  precepts  deliver  a  wrong  inteipretation  of  Gen.  ix.  4.  the  command  given  to 
Noah,  relating  to  food.  They  represent  it  to  forbid  the  eating  of  any  member,  or  of  any  flesh 
of  a  beast  taken  from  it  alive ;  which  is  a  wrong  account,  as  must  be  apparent  to  all.  The 
words  are :  "  But  flesh  with  the  life  thereof,  which  is  the  blood  thereof,  shall  ye  not  eat.*'  Or, 
as  in  Lev.  xvii.  14.  "  Ye  shall  eat  the  blood  of  no  manner  of  flesh.  For  the  life  of  all  flesh  is 
the  blood  thereof."  And  see  Dent.  xii.  23.  And  this  law,  as  delivered  to  Noah,  was  imderstood 
by  Josephus  ^  to  forbid  the  eating  of  blood.  Which  must  induce  us  to  believe,  that  this  is  a 
false^  and  late  interpretation :  and  that  this  whole  scheme  of  Noachical  precepts  is  a  modem 
thing.     Several  learned  men  have  argued  in  the  like  manner. 

Sixthly.    If  the  Jewish  doctors  say,  (as  undoubtedly  many  Christian  commentators  now  do:) 

•  Inter  prsecepta  Adamo  et  No«  data,  Jud«i  non  poount  — -Ita  interpretatur  ct  Josephus.  Ant.  1.  L  cap.  3. 

interdlctum  ^cortandi.    Glrot.  jn  Act.  xv.  20.  —At  posteriores  Rabbioi  inter  praecepta  Noacho  data, 

^  *  £xcepto  quod  camem  cum  sanguine  non  comedetis.]  quae  ad  totum  genus  humanum  pertinere  ab  iis  putantur,  hoc 

Hebraei  recentiores,  et,  ut  credo,  Christianoram  odio,  sen-  recensent,  sensuraque  esse  volunt,  '  membram  aniinalis  ri- 

tiunt  retari  hie  esum  membri  rapti  de  animali  vivo— At  '  ventis  non  esse  comedendum*— —  Sed  hsec  posterioris  cvi 

certe  vetustiores  Hebraeorum  non  ita  interpretatos  satis  docet  commenta  exigui  sunt,  ad  expositionem  horum  librorun^ 

Josephus,  qui  ait,  x^P^S  ai^rog'  by  raruf,  yap  srfv  i  ^^X^*  ^^    Cleric,  in  Gen.  ix.  4. 
QueoQ  sensum  iisdem  prope  verbis  hie  expressit  Rabbi  Sardias, 
et  quidem  sequontur  oon  ignobiles  Hebraeorum  niagistri. 
Gro.  ad  (jen.  ix.  4. 
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that  any  people,  who  obeyed  these  seven  precepts,  though  they  received  not  circumcifion,  might 
dwell  among  the  Israelites,  and  sojourn  m  their  land:»I  presume,  they  are  mistaken. 

This  1  argue,  I.  From  the  sixth  of  these  precepis,  to  liave  judgment,  or  punishment  for 
malefactors.  Or,  in  other  words,  magistracy,  for  restraining  excesses,  inconsistent  with  the 
peace  of  society,  and  for  punishing  deHnquents.  How  can  any  learned  Christians  suppose,  that 
uncircumcised  Gentiles  were  required,  or  allow^ed  to  have  magistracy  in  the  land  of  Israel  ?  Nay, 
it  cannot  be  supposed,  that  proselytes,  or  men  circumcised  afler  the  law  of  Moses,  living  in  the 
land  of  Israel,  had  magistrates  of  their  own*  Whilst  the  Jewish  people  were  sui  juris,  their  own 
masters,  all  civil  privileges,  in  their  country,  were  appropriated  to  the  descendants  of  Jacob. 
The  case  was  quite  different  afterwards  when  they  were  subject  to  tlie  Romans,  and  especially, 
when  they  were  reduced  to  the  state  of  a  Roman  province :  as  they  were  after  the  removal  of 
Archelaus,  not  many  years  after  our  Saviour's  nativity. 

Indeed,  God  was  the  law-giver,  and  the  king  of  the  Jewish  people.  He  governed  them 
after  the  death  of  Moses,  first  by  judges,  then  by  kings,  of  his  own  appointment:  who  were  to 
govern  the  people  committed  to  their  charge,  according  to  the  laws,  which  himself  had  delivered 
by  the  hand  of  Moses. 

2.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  probable,  that  according  to  the  law  of  Moses,  no  uncircumcised  men 
could  reside,  or  be  stated  inhabitants  in  the  land  of  Israel.  Or,  as  I  expressed  it  some  while 
ago.  ■  *  It  seems  to  me,  that  none  but  proselytes,  or  circumcised  men,  nad  the  privilege  of  a 
« settled  abode,  or  residence  there,  that  is,  to  sojourn  in  the  land.     However,  1  think,  there 

*  must  have  been  an  exception  for  travellers  passing  through  the  country,  even  though  they 
^  were  idolaters,  and  also  for  some,  whose  traflSc  was  needful,  and  therefore  allowed.  As  Patrick 

*  says  upon  Deut.  xiv.  21.  There  were  some,  called  Nocherim,  which  we  translate  aliens:  who 
'  were  mere  Gentiles,  and  not  suffered  to  have  an  habitation  among  them,  but  only  to  come  and 

*  go  in  their  traffic  among  them.' 

I  shall  now  argue  this  point  more  distinctly  from  divers  consideraticms. 

In  the  first  place,  I  ar^ue  it  from  the  law  of  circumcision,  as  delivered  to  Abraham^  For, 
as  our  Saviour  himself  said  to  the  Jews  of  his  time,  "  circumcision  is  not  of  Moses,  but  of  the 
fathers."  John  vii.  22.  The  original  law  is  in  Gen.  xvii.  11—14.  **  And  ye  shall  circumcise 
the  flesh  of  your  foreskin.  And  it  shall  be  a  token  of  the  covenant  betwixt  me  and  thee.  And 
he  that  is  eight  days  old,  shall  be  circumcised  among  you.  Every  man-child  in  your  generations, 
he  that  is  bom  in  the  house,  or  bought  with  money,  must  needs  be  circumcised.  And  my  cove- 
nant shall  be  in  vour  flesh  for  an  everlasting  covenant :  and  the  uncircumcised  man-child,  whose 
flesh  of  his  foreskin  is  not  circumcised,  that  soul  shall  be  cut  off  from  his  people.  He  has  broken 
my  covenant.'*  Afterwards  ver.  2d.  "  And  Abraham  took  Ishmael  his  son,  and  all  that  were 
born  in  his  house,  and  all  that  were  bought  with  his  money,  every  male  among  the  men  of  Abra- 
ham's house :  and  circumcised  the  flesh  of  their  foreskin,  in  the  self<same  day,  as  God  had  com- 
manded him."     And  see  what  follows  to  the  end  of  ver.  27. 

That  is  the  law,  which  God  gave  to  Abraham,  and  Moses  afterwards  delivered  to  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel,  when  they  were  multiplied,  and  were  become  a  nation. 

And  the  institution  of  tlie  passover  is  to  this  purpose.  Ex.  xii.  43,  44.  "  This  is  the  ordi- 
nance of  the  passover.     There  shall  no  stranger  eat  thereof."     In  the  Heb.  *  Every  son  of  the 

*  stranger  shall  not  eat  thereof.*  Gr.  rag  «AAoyfv^c.  *  But  every  man's  servant  that  is  bought 
with  money,  when  thou  hast  circumcised  him,  then  shall  he  eat  thereof.'  And  ver.  48.  **  When 
a  stranger  shall  sojourn  with  thee,  and  will  keep  the  passover  to  the  Lord,  let  all  liis  males  be 
circumcised.     And  then  let  him  come  near,  and  keep  it.** 

Such  laws  must  have  made  circumcision  very  general  in  that  countr}\ 

When  the  oppression,  which  the  Jewish  people  had  laboured  under,  in  the  time  of  Antiochus 
Epiphanes,  was  abated,  and  Mattathias  had  come  out  of  his  retirement  **  and  had  got  a  number 
of  men  about  him;  it  is  said,  1  Mace.  ii.  4*5,  46.  "  Then  Mattathias,  and  his  friends,  went  round 
about,  and  pulled  down  the  altars.  And  what  children  soever  they  found  within  the  coast  of 
Israel  uncircumcised,  those  they  circumcised  valiantly:'*  that  is,  resolutely,  strenuously,  without 
scruple,  being  persuaded,  that  they  had  a  right  so  to  do. 

•  See  Vol.  ill.  ch.  xviii.  sect  II,  »>  See  rrideaux  Gonn.  year  before  Christ  \65,  vol.  TI.  p.  182. 
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Hyrcanus  having  conquered  the  Idumeans,  in "  the  year  before  Christ,  one  hundred  atid 
'  twenty-nine,  as  ^  Josephus  says,  *  He  permitted  them  to  remain  in  the  country,  if  they  consented 

•  to  be  circumcised,  and  to  observe  the  Jewish  laws ;  which  they  engaged  to  do,  rather  tliaii 
^  leave  their  country:  and  from  that  time  they  became  Jews.' 

Afterwards,  in  ""  the  year  before  Christ,  one  hundred  and  six.  «  Aristobulus,  as  we  also 
'  learn  from  ^  Josephus,  having  subdued  the  Itureians,  added  a  large  part  of  their  country  to 
«  Judea^  and  obliged  the  inhabitants,  if  they  would  stay  in  that  country,  to  be  circumcised,  and 

*  to  live  according  to  the  laws  of  the  Jews.' 

I  suppose,  that  this  was  done,  because  those  countries  were  reckoned  to  be  part  of  the  land, 
which  God  had  given  to  the  children  of  Israel. 

Seventhly.  What  has  been  just  said  under  the  foregoing  particular,  must  needs  render  it 
probable,  that  by  «*  the  stranger,  the  stranger  within  thy  gates,  the  stranger  that  sojourneth 
with  thee,*'  so  often  mentioned  in  the  law  of  Moses,  and  other  books  of  the  Old  Testament,  are 
meant  proselytes,  men  circumcised  after  the  law  of  Moses. 

Nevertheless  I  shall  hei-e  farther  add  ^ome  other  proof,  which  may  be  reckoned  more  parti* 
cnlar  and  positive.  The  argument,  which  I  now  aim  at  is  this.  The  same  religious  ordinances 
are  given  to  the  children  of  Israel,  and  to  the  strangers  sojourning  among  them,  and  under  the 
6toQe  penalties. 

Lev.  xvii.  8 — 10.  "  And  thou  shalt  say  unto  them :  Whatsoever  man  there  \)e  of  the  house 
of  Israel,  or  of  the  strangers  that  sojourn  among  you,  that  offereth  a  burnt  offering,  or  a  sacri- 
fice: and  bringeth  it  not  to  the  door  of  the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation,  to  offer  it  unto  the 
Lord,  even  that  man  shall  be  cut  off  from  among  his  people.  And  whatever  man  there  shall  be 
of  the  house  of  Israel,  or  of  the  strangers  that  sojourn  among  you,  that  eateth  any  manner  of 
blood,  I  will  even  set  my  face  against  that  soul  that  eateth  blood,  and  will  cut  him  off  from 
among  his  people.*'  Ver.  IS.  "  And  whatsoever  man  there  be  of  the  children  of  Israel,  or  of 
the  strangers  that  sojourn  among  you,  which  hunteth,  and  catcheth  any  beast,  or  fowl,  that  may 
be  eaten,  he  shall  even  pour  out  the  blood  thereof,  and  cover  it  with  dust.**  Ver.  15,  16.  "  And 
every  soul  that  eateth  tnat  which  died  of  itself,  or  that  which  was  torn  with  beasts,  whether  he 
be  one  of  your  own  country,  or  a  stranger,  he  shall  both  wash  his  clothes,  and  bathe  himself  in 
water,  and  be  unclean  until  the  even.  Then  shall  he  be  clean;  But  if  he  wash  not  himself, 
Dor  bathe  his  flesh,  then  he  shall  bear  his  iniquity." 

I 'might  add  other  texts.  But  these  appear  to  be  sufficient.  These  prohibitions  are  delivered 
equally  to  the  children  of  Israel,  and  to  strangers  that  sojourned  with  them.  And  the  penalty 
of  transgression  is  that  of  being  <*  cut  off  from  his  people. '  Therefore  this  sojourning  stranger 
Mras  one,  who  had  joined  himself  to  the  house  of  Israel,  or  the  Jewish  people,  by  circumcision. 
Otherwise  he  coula  not  have  beeti  cut  off  from  them.  I  do  not  now  quote  any  more  places  at 
length.     But  I  would  refer  to  Numb.  xv.  13 — 16,  and  25 — 31. 

Eightiily.  If  observing  the  above-mentioned  precepts  of  the  sons  of  Noah  qualified  men  to 
reside  in  the  land  of  Israel:  I  presume,  it  must  have  been  lawful  for  Jews  to  converse  with 
them:  and  that  they  might  do  so,  without  contracting  any  legal  impurity. 

Nevertheless  St.  Peter  was  shy^<)f  conversing  with  Cornelius  of  Cesarea.  When  he  came  to 
his  house,  he  told  him,  and  his  company,  *^  they  knew,  how  it  was  an  unlawful  thing,  for  a  man 
-that  is  a  Jew,  to  keep  company,  or  come  unto  one  of  another  nation."  Acts  x.  28.  And  when 
St.  Peter  was  come  back  to  Jerusalem,  "  they  that  were  of  the  circumcision  contended  with 
him,  saying:  Thou  wentest  in  to  men  uncircumcised,  and  didst  eat  with  them,*'  ch.  xi.  2,  3. 

Of  that  centurion  it  is  said,  **  that  he  feared  God,  with  all  his  house,  that  he  gave  much 
alms  to  the  people,  and  that  he  prayed  to  God  always.*'  Cornelius  therefore  was  not  a  trans- 
gressor of  any  of  the  precepts  of  the  sons  of  Noah.  He  was  not  an  idolater,  nor  a  blasphemer, 
nor  unjust  and  rapacious:  nor  did  he  indulge  himself  in  tlie  practice  of  abominable  mthiness. 
And  yet,  we  see,  from  authentic  evidence,  that  it  was  not  lawful  for  a  Jew  to  converse  with 
him.  Indeed,  he  lived  at  Csesarea^  a  part  of  the  land  of  Israel.  But  so  did  manv  idolaters,  at 
tliat  time,  under  the  Romans.  It  was  not  then  in  Uie  power  of  the  Jews  to  exclude  any  men, 
-who  were  admitted  by  their  masters. 

•  Frid  as  before,  p.  307.  *  Antiq.  1, 13.  c.  ix.  sect.  i.  «  Prid.  p.  370.  •?  Anliq.  1.  13.  cap.  xi.  3. 
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Once  more,  ninthly,  the  seven  precepts  of  Noah,  or  the  sons  of  Noah,  can  aflbrd  no  help 
for  explaining  the  regulations  of  the  council  at  Jerusalem.  For  there  is  no  resemblance  between 
them.  Nor  nave  they  any  relation  to  each  other.  The  Noachic  precepts  are  all  of  the  moral 
kind,  as  was  shown  just  now:  those  of  the  apostles  and  elders  at  Jerusalem,  are,  all  of  them, 
things  indifferent,  as  will  be  shown  hereafter. 

And,  if  the  seven  precepts  of  Noah  are  an  invention  of  modern  Jews :  as  some  learned  men 
of  the  best  understanding*  have  argued:  it  is  great  pity,  that  so  much  regard  has  been  shown 
to  them  by  Christians,  who  profess  a  zeal  for  truth,  and  are  desirous  to  know  the  right  interpre- 
tation of  the  scriptures.  Tnough  they  are  pompously  called  precepts  of  Adam  and  Noah,  as  if 
they  had  been  delivered  to  the  first  man  that  lived  on  this  earth,  and  to  him  who  escaped  the 
deluge,  from  whom  all  who  have  since  lived  on  this  earth  are  descended:  they  are,  in  this  system 
and  collection,  a  modem  invention,  and  were  unknown  to  Christ's  apostles.  We  might  as  well 
attempt  to  explain  the  scriptures  by  the  decrees  of  the  council  of  Trent,  or  the  synod  of  Dort^ 
as  the  apostolic  decree  by  these  seven  precepts. 

III.  That  there  was  but  one  sort  of  jewish  proselytes.  I  have  spoken  my  mind  con- 
cerning the  Noachic  precepts.  I  should  now  proceed  to  consider  the  first  question,  proposed 
by  our  Author  at  the  head  of  this  Dissertation.     To  whom  the  apostolic  decree  was  directed. 

But  this  question  I  have  answered  •*  formerly.  It  was  directed  to  all  Gentile  converts  what- 
ever. The  letter  is  inscribed  Acts  xv.  23.  **  to  the  brethren,  which  are  of  the  Gentiles  in  An- 
tioch,  and  Syria,  and  Cilicia.*'  To  them  the  Epistle  was  inscribed,  to  them  it  was  sent,  and  to 
them  it  was  delivered  by  the  messengers,  who  carried  it  from  Jerusalem*  And  afterwards. 
Acts  xvi.  1 — 4.  When  Paul  and  Silas  left  Antioch,  *<  they  came  to  Derbe,  and  Lystra — And 
as  they  went  through  the  cities,  they  delivered  them  the  decrees  to  keep,  that  were  ordained 
by  the  anostles  and  elders,  which  were  at  Jerusalem.**  And  that  the  decree  was  designed  for 
all  Gentiles,  appears  from  the  words  of  St.  James,  who  proposed  it:  ver.  19.  "  Wherefore  my 
sentence  is,  that  we  trouble  not  them,  which  from  among  the  Gentiles  are  turned  to  God.*' 
And  long  after  this,  when  St.  Paul  was  come  again  to  Jerusalem>  the  same  James,  the  residing 
apostle  in  that  city,  says  to  him,  ch.  xxi.  85.  "  As  touching  the  Gentiles,  which  believe,  we 
have  written,  and  concluded.*' 

And  from  the  beginning  all  Christians  every  where,  for  a  good  while,  supposed  themselves, 
to  be  bound  by  th^m,  and  did  qbserve  them,  as  we  know  fi*om  many  ancient  authors  still  extant. 
But  since  the  fourth  century,  they  have  been  little  regarded  by  those  Christians,  who  '  used  the- 
Latin  tongue. 

Moreover,  I  did  formerly  ^  allege  a  passage  of  Mr.  HalUtt,  arguing  very  clearly,  and  strongly 
to  the  like  purpose. 

I  did  likewise  at  that  time  argue,  that  •  there  never  were,  in  ancient  times^  among^  the  Jewsj 
two  sorts  of  proselytes;  and  that  all  those  men,  who,  in  the  Old.Testament,  are  called  proselytes, 
or  strangers,  or  strangers  within  thy  gates,  were  men  circumcised.  I  have  liere  added  more 
arguments  to  the  same  purpose  in  the  observations  upon  the  Noachic  precepts. 

I  must  therefore  entreat  those  learned  men,  who  say,  the  regulations  of  the  apostles  and 
elders  at  Jerusalem  were  sent  to  uncircumcised  Gentiles,  whom  they  call  proselytes  of  the  gate, 
to  give  some  better  proof,  that  there  were  such  men,  than  they  have  yet  done*.  Otherwise,  X 
must  still  think  their  scheme  chimerical,  and  without  foundation. 

They  are  the  more  obliged  to  do  this,  because  upon  many  odier  occasion^  they  bring  in. 
those  half.proselytes,  in  their  explications  of  the  scriptures. 

»  I  desire  the  reader  to  look  back  .to  p.  405,  note  '».  I  add  ribus  ex  Hs  postulatum  ftiisse  cxistttncnt    Sbd  com  moltsi 

here  the  judgments  of  others.  aut  prorsus  fiogunt,  aut  ex  »ui  aevi  moribus  jadicent,  tutam 

Mihi  dubbe  subleitaque  fidei  videtor  quidqwid  Judxi  de  non^est  iis  omoia  credere.     Cleric,  in  Ex.  xx,  10. 
his  Noachidarum  praeceptis,  eorumque  antiquitatc  et  origine  '  And  indeed  the  modem  Rabbins  are  of  small  authority^ 

tradant Nam  si  Adamo  in  paradise,  vel  Noachi  wiis,  '  in  all  such  matters  of  remote  antiquity.*    Wbiston,  ooie-^ 

iuerunt  mandaU  5  cur  de  iis  in  sacris  Uteris,  et  Josephi  scriptis,  upon  Joeephug,  of  the  Jewish  War,  B.  VI,  ch.  v.  3. 

est  silentium  ?  D.  Salom.  Deyling.    Observation.  Sacrar.  P.  »»  Sec  Vol.  III.  ch.  xviK. 

secund.  &c.  Obser.  39.  sect.  ix.  p.  465.  &c.  «  See  the  chapter  of  St  Cyprian,  bcfijre  referred  to^, 

'  peregrinus  tuus,  qui  in  porlis  tuis.']    LXX.  Int.  vol.  IL 

orpoiniXuro^  6  lexpoiwov  sv  coi.    Notum  quidem  est,  quid         <*  See  vol.  III.  ch.  xyiih. 
Rabbini  dc  proselytis  senliant,  quidvc  olira  ab  Hebraeis  vetc-         •  The  same. 
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To  call  any  uncircumcised  men  Jewish  proselytes,  as  our  learned  author  does  here,  though 
such  men  are  never  called  proselytes  in  the  New  Testament:  nor,  as  I  think,  in  the  Old:  is 
unwarrantable,  and  unbecoming  men,  who  profess  to  be  inquirers  after  truth. ' 

An  uncircumcised  proselyte  appears  to  me  to  be  as  truly  an  impropriety,  and  contradictioi), 
as  an  uncircumcised  Jew.     For  a  proselyte  is  a  Jew  by  religion,  though  not  by  birth. 

I  am  arguing  with  lyiy  late  learned  friend  whose  Dissertations  are  before  me.  But  I  ought 
to  be  understood  to  argue  with  all  others,  who  liave  adopted  the  same  sentiment. 

It  is  not  to  be  expected,  that  I  should  repeat  here  what  I  said  ^  formerly.  But,  if  I  cculil 
contribute  any  thing  farther  toward  clearing  up  this  point,  I  should  willingly  add  a  few  more 
observations. 

I  then  "  said.     « I  did  not  believe,  that  the  notion  of  two  sorts  of  Jewish  proselytes  can  be 

*  found  in  any  Christian  writer,  before  the  fourteenth  century,  or  later.' 

I  shall  now  add.  I  cannot  at  present  say  certainly,  which  is  the  most  ancient  commentator, 
in  whom  I  have  met  with  it:  whevlier  Cardinal  Cajetan,  or  Alphonsus  Tostatus,  or  another.  For 
I  cannot  now  refer  to  the  place.  I  either  made  no  written  extract,  or  have  lost  it.  But  I  welt 
remember  to  have  read  in  some  commentator  about  their  times,  this  observation.  Some  say, 
there  were  two  sorts  of  Jewish  proselytes ;  but  it  is  a  mistake.  There  was  but  one.  That  is 
proof,  that  the  notion  of  two  sorts  of  proselytes  was  then  embraced  by  some.  *  ^ 

But  though  I  cannot  now  say,  where  I  met  with  that  observation;  I  have  by  me  divers 
extracts  made  from  Alphonsus  Tostatus,  who  ^  flourished  in  the  fifteenth  century,  and  died  in 
the  year  1454.  From  which  extracts  it  appears,  that  himself  acknowledged  but  one  sort  of 
Jewish  proselytes,  and  that  by  "  strangers  within  their  gates,  and  sojourners,"  he  understood 
men  circumcised,  who  had  embraced  the  Jewish  religion. 

Upon  Exodus  ch.  xii.  he  says,  *  A  '  native  is  he,  who  was  bom  in  the  Hebrew  religion, 

*  having  a  Hebrew  father.     A  sojourner  is  one,  who  comes  from  Gentilism  into  the  Jewish 

*  religion.* 

Upon  Exodus  xx.  explaining  the  fourth  commandment,  he  says,  *  That  ^  by  "  strangers 
«  within  thy  gates  *'  are  meant  converts  from  Gentilism  to  Judaism.  They  also  must  oi>serve 
« the  sabbath.     They  dwell  within  thy  gates,  that  is,  within  the  gates  of  thy  cities.' 

Upon  Matt,  xxiii.  15.  he  says.  *  Proselyte '  dienotes  a  man  converted  to  Judaism.  The 
«  Jewish  people  consisted  of  two  parts.     Some  were  Jews  by  ancient  descent,  and  were  called 

*  children  of  Israel:  others  were  converted  from  among  the  nations  to  Judaism.     And  these 

*  were  called  by  three  names,  sojourners,  strangers,  and  proselytes.     Those  two  divisio4:is  are 
«  very  common  in  the  books  of  Moses :  •*  the  children  of  Israel,  and  the  strangers  that  sojourn 

*  among  you:**  particularly  in  the  seventeenth  chapter  of  Leviticus:  that  is,  such  as  were  Jews 
«  by  birth,  or  such  as  were  converted  to  Judaism.     So  also  E2^k.  xiv.  1.     "  Every  one  of  the 

*  house  of  Israel,  or  of  the  stranger  that  sojoumeth  in  Israel,  which  separateth  himself  from  me, 

*  and  setteth  up  his  idols  in  his  heart.**     It  is  evident,  that  by  the  stranger  is  meant  a  proselyte, 
«  who  had  been  converted  to  God.     Otherwise  he  could  not  be  separated  from  him.* 

I  have  transcribed  but  a  small  part  of  his  notes  upon  Matt,  xxiii.  15.  which  are  Urge,  and 
well  deserve  to  be  read  by  such  as  have  opportunity.    So  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  he  always 

*  Dr.  Ward    is   not   alone   In    this  way   of  speaking,  daisnuim.    £t  isti  sunt  intra  portas  tuas,  id  est,  intra  portas 

Dr.  Hanmiond*s  paraphrase  of  Acts  x.  2.    in   Le  CIerc*s  ciTitatum  tuarum.    In  Ex.  xx.  Qu.  xiv. 
l>atin  version  is  thot :  Hie  Cornelius  erat  Judaics  religionis         <  Dicendum  est,  quod  proselytus  denotat  horoinetn  con- 

proselytus licet  drcumcisos  non  esset.    I  do  not  see,  bow  vcrsum   ad  Judaismum.    Judael  autem  distingnebautur  in 

any  men  of  judgment  and  candour  can  ^prove  of  this.    For  duo,  quia  qnidam  ex  origine  primd  erant  Judxi;  et  isti  voca- 

a  paraphrast  ought  not  to  add  to  the  orig'mal.     See  by  all  bantur  filii  Israel.    Alii  erant  conversi  de  Gentibus  ad  Juda- 

ineans  Dr.  Doddridge's  note  ^  upoB  that  test.  i'smum;    et  istt  vocabantur  tribus   uominibus,  sc.  adyenae» 

^  See  Vd.  III.  ch.  xviii.  peregrini,  et  proselyti.     Et  bta  duo  nomina  sunt  multum 

«  Tht  same.  nsitata  in  libris  Moysis ;  sc«  homo  de  fiiiis  Israelis  et  de  ad* 

^  See  Du  Pin,  and  Morery.  venis^  qui  peregrinantur  inter  vos.    Lev.  xvii.  id  est,  sive  sit 

<  Indigena  dicitur,  qui  in  Hebrsrorum  ritu  natus  est,  quia  de  Judaeis  ex  genere,  sive  de  illis  qui  conversi  hierunt  ad  Ju« 

pafk-em  Hebraetim  babebat.    Coloous  dicitur,  qui  ad  colen-  daismum.     Ezech.  xiv.  Homo  de.domo  Israel,  et  de  prose- 

dnm  verum  Deam  transit,  ad  ritum  Judaicnm  reniens  de  lytis,  quicumque  advena  fuerit  id  Israel,  si  alienatus  fuerit  a 

Gentililate.     In  Ex.  cap.  xii.   Qu.  Iviii.  T.  II.  p.  160.  £•  me,  et  posuent  idola  sua  in  corde  suo.    Ex  quo  apparet« 

Colon.  Agrip.  I(5l3.  quod  erat  jam  confersus  ad  Deum,  qui  proselytus  est,  quia 

'    f  '  Adveoa,  qui  est  intra  portas  tuas.]  Id  est,  etiam  obser-  alias  non  poiuit  a  Deo  alienari^  &c.    In  Matt.  cap.  xxilL 

vabuDt  dieoa  SabbiUA  advense  de  GeotUitate  coQYersi  ad  Ja«  Qu.  a/,  p.  325. 
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speaks  agreeably  to  the  true  teaour  of  the  Mosaic  law,  and  is  altogether  unbiassed  by  moderta 
Kabbini^  interpretations. 

I  cannot  say,  whether  Erasmus  was  acquainted  with  the  notion  of  two  sorts  of  proselytes,  or 
not.     He  speaks  very  judiciously  in  his  comment  upon  Matt,  xxiii.  15,     Where  he  says:  «  Pro- 

*  selyte  *  is  a  Greek  word,  equivalent  to  stranger.    For  so  the  Hebrews  called  those,  whom  they 

*  received  from  other  nations  into  communion  with  them/ 

Philip  Melancthon  also  was  a  learned  man.  He  was  bom  in  1497,  tod  died  in  1560^  X 
think,  we  may  be  positive,  that  he  knew  nothing  of  any  proselytes,  but  such  as  were  circumcised, 
and  thereby  obliged  to  observe  all  the  ritual  ordinances  of  the  law  of  Moses.  His  comment 
upon  Matt,  xxiii.  15.  is  very  observable.     And  I  shall  transcribe  ^  it. 

*  Here  you  may  learn,  tnat  God  had  a  church  at  all  times,  even  among  the  Gentiles.    And 

<  in  the  times  of  the  kingdom  of  Israel  and  Judah  there  were  three  states  of  men,  who  were 

*  members  of  the  church. 

<  The  first  state  were  the  seed  of  Abraham.    Those  were  to  be  circumcised,  and  to  keep  the 

*  ceremonies  according  to  the  law  of  Moses. 

*  The  second  state  was  that  of  the  proselytes,  that  is,  strangers,  who  were  not  of  the  seed  of 

<  Abraham,  but  yet  were  willing  to  be  a  part  of  that  people,  and  were  wilUng  to  be  circumcised. 

*  These,  because  they  were  willing  to  be  circumcised,  were  bound  to  observe  all  Uie  other  cere* 
^  monies.     Of  this  number  was  Urias. 

*  The  third  state  are  such  as  in  the  Acts  are  called  religious  men,  that  is.  Heathens,  as 
^  Naaman  the  Syrian,  Nabuchodonosor,  Cyrus,  Cornelius,  and  many  others,  who  learned  the 

*  promises  concerning  the  coming  of  the  Messiah,  and  the  doctrine  concerning  the  true  God» 

*  and  concerning  good  works,  agreeably  to*  the  decalogue.     These  were  not  circumcised,  nor 
«  did  they  observe  the  Mosaic  ceremonies.* 

So  writes  Melancthon,  and,  as  I  think,  accprding  to  the  sense  of  all  Christian*  writers  of  the 
first  twelve  centuries,  and  later. 

I  shall  not  proceed  any  lower  in  the  inquiry,  when  that  opinion,  which  now  prevails  so  much, 
had  its  first  rise  among  Christians. 

But  I  shall  proceed  in  my  argument. 

The  word,  proselyte,  occurs  Four  times  in  the  books  of  the  New  Testan[ient. '  Matt,  xxiii,  15* 
Acts  ii.  10.  ch.  vi.  5.  and  ch.  xiii.  43.  I  suppose  it  to  be  universally  allowed  by  learned  men, 
that  in  the  first  three  texts  by  proselyte  is  intended  a  man  circumcised  afler  the  manner  of 
Moses.  Nor  do  I  know,  that  there  is  any  doubt  about  the  fourth  and  last  text.  And  the  place 
was  so  understood  by  *  ancient  Christian  writers.  And  among  the  moderns  Grotius  is  very 
clear,  that  •  hereby  are  intended  proselytes,  or  as  he  calls  them,  after  the  now  prevailing  custom, 
and  to  prevent  mistake,  proselytes  of  righteousness. 

However,  as  this  text  is  somewhat  particular,  1  shall  consider  it  distinctly.  "  Now  when 
the  congregation  was  broken  up,  many  of  the  Jews  and  religious  proselytes,  followed  Paul  and 
Barnabas,  who  speaking  to  them,  persuaded  them  to  continue  in  the  grace  of  God.  t«v  trfCoftf- 
v«v  TfotnjAuTwv.     I  know,  that  by  cetoiLivoty  in  this  place.  Dr.  Ward  did  not  understand  a  religious 

*  ProselytUB  Graeca  vox  eit,  irpo<n)Xvrcg,  nobis  '  advena.*  bant  caremonias  Mosaicas.    Melancthon.  in  Matt.  T.  III. 

Sic  enim  dicebatur  Hebraeis,  quern  ex  aliens  natione  in  suae  p.  545.  Witteb.  1563. 
legis  consortium  receperant.     Erasra.  c  xbe  note  of  Lucas  Brugensis  upon  Matt,  xxiii.  15.  is  so 

**  Hie  discatis,  quod  Deus  omni  tempore  sibi  coUigit  eccJe-  neat,  and  pertinent,  that  I  shall  put  it  down  here.    '  Prose- 

siam,  etiam  ex  gentibus.     Ac  tempore  regni  Israel  et  Juda,  '  lytura.*]     Graeca  vox  est,  Latine  sonans  *  advenan),' quem 

erant  tres  status  hominum,  qui  erant  membra  ccclesiae.  Hebraei  eflferunt  Grer,  qu^  significant  eum,  queta  ex  alicni 

Primus  status  erat  semen  Abrahae.     Hie  oportuit  circum-  natione  in  suae  legis  consortium  adduxeriut:  qui  a  Gentilitate 

cidi,  et  servare  ceer^monias  juxta  legem  Mosis.  ad  Judaismum  adduCtus  est,  non  natione  Judcus,  aed  adop- 

Secundus  status  erat  proselytorum,  id  est,  advenarum,  qui  tione  facius,  ac  in  Legis  Mosaic*  ftedera  acceptus;  quasi 

non  erant  nati  ex  semme  Abrahae,  sed  tamen  volebant  esse  dicas  adventitium  ad  religionem,  quod  opponitur  Judaeo  nato. 

pars  hujus  populi,  et  volebant  circumcidi.     Hi,  quia  volebant  Luc.  Brug. 

circumcidi,    debebant  etiam  servare  alias   caeremonias,    ut         ^  '  Secuti  sunt  multi  Judaorum,  et  qolentium  advenarum.*] 
""^^*  .  ,  Significat  eos,  qui  nature  gentiles  erant,  sed  religiono 

Tcrtius  status  erat,  qui  in  Actis  vocantur  viri  religiosi,   id  Judaei,  quos  Gracci  proselytos  vocani.     Bed.  in  loc.  Vid.  e| 

est,  Etbnici,   ut   Nahaman  Syrus,    Nabocodonosor,   Cyrus,  CEcum.  in  loc.  p.  115,  11 6. 

Cornelius,  et  alii  mulii.     Qui  discebant  promissiones  de  ven-  «  *  Colentium  advenarum.']     Non  Graecorum,  sed  eonim, 

turo  Messi4,  et  doctrinam  do  vero  Deo,  et  de  bonis  operibus,  qui  iegi  Mosis  se  subdideraot,  adveoSe  justili».     GroC.  in 

juxta  Decalogum.    £t  tamen  nee  circumcbi  ciant,  nee  servsH  Act  riii.  4a, 
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distidction  or  deBominatmn,  but  a  personal  character.  CEcumenius  spealcs  to  the  like  purpose. 
He  says,  *  These  •  persons  were  so  called  because  they  were  sincere  and  fervent  in  their  religion.' 
It  is  used  in  the  same  sense  by  Josephus,  when  he  says,  that  **  Alexandra,  widow  of  Alexander 
Jannaeus,  was  a  religious  woman,  or  religjpus  toward  God. 

Afterwards  (£cumenius  seems  to  give  another  interpretation,  saying ;  *  Or  otherwise  •  he 
y  calls  the  proselytes  worshippers  properly.  He  addresseth  himself  to  them  before,  saying, 
"  Men  of  Israel,  and  ye  that  fear  God.'*  [Comp.  ver.  16.  and  26.]  '  calling  the  proselytes  "  men 
<  that  feared  God.'*  Thus  he  gives  to  the  former  the  honour  of  their  birth,  calling  them  "  men 
«  of  Israel."  And  though  he  could  not  say  that  of  the  other,  he  makes  them  equal  for  their 
«  religion.'  The  place  is  somewhat  obscure.  But  I  think,  he  intends  to  say,  that  St  Luke,  by 
calling  those  men  worshippers,  makes  them  equal  to  the  Israelites,  in  point  of  religion,  because 
the  word  worshipper  does  properly  denote  one  who  is  proselyted  to  the  Jewish  religion  :  whereas 
fearing  God  might  be  ascribed  to  other  men,  who  were  not  so  united  to  the  Jewish  people. 

Tkere  is  one  place  in  Josephus,  where  this  word  is  used,  which  appears  to  be  very  remarkable. 
It  is  itt  kia  account  of  the  plundering  the  temple  at  Jerusalem,  by  Crassus,  in  the  year  before 
Christ  54^    *  Nor  ought  it  to  be  thought  strange,  says  ^  Josephus,  that  there  should  be  such 

•  riches  in  our  temple,  when  all  the  Jews  and  worshippers  of  God  from  every  part  of  the  world, 

•  from  Europe  and  Asia,  had  been  sending  presents  tnither  for  several  ages.' 

By  worshippers  in  this  place,  I  think,  must  be  meant  proselytes.  And  worshippers  here  is  a 
soft  of  technical  word,  like  that  of  proselytes,  denoting  men  that  had  joined  themselves  tQ  the 
Jewish  people,  and  were,  by  religion,  though  not  by  birth,  Jews.  I  do  not  deny  that  some  men 
who  were  not  proselytes,  but  downright  heathens  and  idolaters,  did  sopnetimes  of  their  own 
accord,  and  freely,  send  presents  to  the  Jewish  temple.  But  here  Josephus  says,  that  all  worship- 
pers, as  well  as  Jews,  sent  presents  to  the  temple.  We  are  thereby  led  to  understand  proselytes, 
who  were  as  much  obliged  to  pay  respect  to  tne  temple  as  Jews  by  descent. 

This  word  is  found  several  times  in  the  Acts,  and,  as  seems  to  me,  in  its  proper  sense.  I  shall 
consider  all  those  texts. 

Acts  xiii.  50.  **  But  the  *  Jews  stirred  up  the  devout  [rather  the  worshipping]  and  honour- 
able women,  and  the  chief  men  of  the  city,  and  raised  persecution  again t  Paul  and  Barnabas,  and 
expelled  them  out  of  their  coasts.'* 

These  might  be  called,  not  improperly,  proselytes  :  though  never  initiated  by  any  particular 
rite.  Later  Jews  may  say,  that  ^  women  were  initiated  by  baptism.  But  there  is  no  ground  for 
it  in  the  law  of  Moses.     I  think  that  women  were  first  so  honoured  and  distinguished  under  the 

gospel  dispensation.     Therefore  St.  Paul  says,  that  "  There  is  neither  male  nor  female ; for 

ye  are  all  one  in  Christ  Jesus,"  Gal.  iii.  28.  And  we  are  assured,  that  when  the  people  of  Sa- 
maria "  believed  Philip,  preaching  the  things,  concerning  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ,  they  were  baptized  both  men  and  women.'*  Acts  viii.  J2.  And  Lydia  and  her 
nousehold  were  baptized.  Acts  xvi.  15. 

X  pay  no  regard  to  what  the  later  Jewish  Rabbins  say  of  the  method  of  initiating  proselytes, 
by  circumcision,  baptism,  and  sacrifice  :  who  have  made  void  not  only  the  moral,  (with  which 
our  Lord  often  chargeth  them,  as  Matt.  xv.  1 — 9.  Mark  vii.  1 — 13.  and  other  places,)  but  also 
the  rkual  part  of  the  law  of  God.  Indeed^  they  had  corrupted  the  Mosaic  ritual,  by  numberless 
additions,  before  the  coming  of  our  Saviour.  As  appears  from  the  text  of  St.  Mark  just  referred 
to.     Nor  have  they  ceased  to  do  the  like  since. 

I  think,  as  before  said,  that  women  were  first  baptized  under  the  evangelical  dispensation.  I 
am  also  of  opinion,  that  our  blessed  Lord's  forerunner  first  made  use  of  baptism  as  an  initiating 

•  2fiCoft£)r8^  evrav^a  n  xau  tpolwy  res  tspi  f  o  oixwov  cs^acs  *  — —  tto^^iai  twv  vmtx  rjjv  oixtfft^yijy  Isiaicoy,  %ai  asSofu^ 

h^fMS  xai  Siaitvpes  t««  KriXwras  rm  aXXtw  ftaXXov  xoXsi.  fvcvv  rov  0«oy.     Ant.  1.  14.  vii.  2. 

C£cmD.  ID  Act   Ap.  p.  1 15.  ^01  S§  Is^oioi   ifapwrfvvav  rag  o-sCoixcyaf  yuyouxas,  xm 

"  — «Co/x€>Tj  itspi  TO  isiw.    De  B.  J.  1.  1 .  v.  2.    And  see  rag  w<ryr^iMvas,  xcu  rss  irpwreg  ri^s  itoXiws. 

vol.  I.  'The  Rabbinical  accounts  of  initiatipg  proselvles  may  be 

^ Ti)  «fc|tAfv»^  thwf  */>0(njXyr«f  xaAsi.     Kai  ^ijfAijva*  seen  in  Reland.  Antiq.  Hebr.  P.  II.  cap.  7.  p.  240.  and  Moses 

fiwv  Bfj^'gfoffhy,  xai  ktyhuv,  'AySpss  lir/wMjAifai,  xat  ol  sy  ifuty  Maimon.  Tract,  de  Proselytis.  cap.  1.  p.  113,  114,  ei.  ed.  H. 

^oC«|iu»wroy  0fiQy,  ^oC«|m^v»;  toy  Bbov  rtnf  ifp^ars^Mreg  ^ta^i,  ftid.  Oxon.  j67gt. 
TBS  ^y  ato  r»  ysyss  o'spi.yvyttjy,  run  Wpai^iras  fgoyooajcyy,  rits 
is,  oTi/jMj  rmo  ux^y  utuy,  ato  ^^^Micti  uralm.  lb.  p.  1 16. 
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ordinance:  and  therefore  he  was  called  the  Baptist.  OB«TT/(r*!^  Matt.  iii.  1.  and  in  many  other 
places.     Nor  am  I  singular  in  this  opinion. 

Josephus,  •  who  makes  so  long  a  story  about  circumcising  Izates,  does  not  say,  that  Helena, 
his  mother,  was  initiated  by  an  external  rite :  though  ^le  likewiee  embraced  the  Jewish  religion. 

The  worshipping  women,  above-mentioned,  whom  **  Grotius  calls  proselytes,  nvere  unquesti(Hi- 
ably  reckoned  to  be  of  the  Jewish  religion.  Josephus,  speaking  of  affairs  in  the  year  of  Christ 
MXty-six,  says,  *  The  *  men  of  Damascus  formed  a  design  to  make  away  with  all  the  Jews  of  that 

*  place.     But  they  concealed  their  design  from  their  wives,  who,  excepting  a  few  only,  were  all 

*  devoted  to  tlie  Jewish  religion.' 

Acts  xvi..  13,  14.  At  Philippi  in  Macedonia.  "  And  on  the  sabbath  we  went  out  of  the  dty 
by  a  river  side,  where  prayer  was  wont  to  be  made  [or,  where  an  oratory  was  appointed  to  be,] 
and  we  sat  down,  and  spake  unto  the  women,  which  resorted  thither.  And  a  certain  woman, 
named  Lydia,  a  seller  of -purple,  of  the  city  of  Thyatira,  which  worshipped  God,  heard  us." 

Acts  xvii.  1 — *.  **  And  they  came  to  Thessalonica,  where  was  a  synagogue  of  the  Jews* 
And  Paul,  as  his  manner  was,  went  in  unto  them.  And  three  sabbath  days  [^succe^sivelyj 
reasoned  with  them  out  of  the  scriptures.  And  some  of  them,**  that  is,  of  the  Jews,  who  were  so 
by  birth,  or  Israelites,  **  believed,  and  consorted  with  Paul  and  Silas :  and  of  the  devout  [worship- 
ping] Greeks,  a  great  multitude,  and  of  the  chief  women  not  a  few."  tkv  n  aetoixevuv  fXAijvwv  toAu 

These  worshipping  Greeks  must  have  been  proselytes :  for  they  frequented  the  synagogue, 
^nd  were  admitted  there  without  scruple.  They  were  among  the  ordinary  stated  attendants  on 
the  worship  there. 

It  is  true,  when  at  Antioch,  in  Pisidia,  it  is  said.  Acts  xiii.  4?,  44.  "  And  when  the  Jews 
were  gone  out  of  the  synagogue,  the  Gentiles  besought,  that  these  words  might  be  preached  unto 
them  the  next  sabbath.  And  the  next  sabbath  day  came  almost  the  whole  city  to  hear  the 

word  of  God.** 

But  this  was  an  extraordinary  case.  And  under  "  almost  the  whole  city"  must  be  compre- 
hended many  heathens  and  idolaters  of  the  place.  And  from  this  very  context  it  appears,  that 
none  besides  Jews  and  proselytes  frequented  the  synagogue.     For  it  is  here  said,  **  When  tlie 

Jews  were  gone  out the  Gentiles  besought  that  these  words  might  be  preached  to  them.'' 

Therefore  they  were  not  present  at  St.  Paul's  first  discourse.     It  was  owing  to  some  general 
rumour  only,  that  their  curiosity  had  been  raised. 

St.  Luke,  in  the  place  just  cited  from  Acts  xvii.  at  the  beginning,  does  not  mention  St.  Paul  s 
preaching  at  Thessalonica  to  any  besides  Jews  and  worshipping  Greeks.  Nevertheless  the 
apostle,  m  his  first  epistle  to  the  Thessalonians,  ch.  i.  9.  writes  to  them  as  •*  having  turned  to 
God  from  idols,  to  serve  the  living  God."  St.  Paul  therefore,  whilst  at  Thessalonica,  either 
between  the  sabbaths  above-mentioned  or  afterwards,  must  have  preached  to  and  converted  a 
considerable  number  of  Gentiles.  And  there  **  seems  good  reason  to  think,  that  the  apostle  and 
bis  fellow-labourers  stayed  longer  at  Thessalonica  than  three  weeks.  For  whilst  he  was  there, 
the  Philippians  "  sent  once  and  again  to  his  necessity,"  Philip,  iv.  16.  He  also  reminds  the 
Thessalonians,  that  whilst  he  was  with  them,  he  and  his  companions  **  laboured  night  and  day, 
that  they  mi^ht  not  be  chargeable  to  any  of  them." 

Acts  xvii.  17*  At  Athens.  "  Therefore  disputed  he  in  the  synagogue  with  the  Jews,  and 
with  the  devout  persons,  and  in  the  market  daily  with  them  that  met  him.'*  AieXeyero  iiev  8v  sv  r^ 
ffwecyooyvi  rotg  IbSatoi;,  Kut  rotg  (re€o(j.evoic.  It  should  have  been  rendered,  with  the  Jews^  and  the 
worshippers,  agreeably  to  the*  Latin  Vulgate,  here,  and  elsewhere,  et colentibus,  not  religiosis^  as 
in  Beza. 

These  were  proselytes :  for  they  frequented  the  synagogue  equally  with  the  Jews  :  and  Paul 
applied  himself  equally  to  them.   This,  as  we  learned  from  die  passage  of  Josephus  before  quoted, 

*  Anliq.  1. 20.  ca[f.  it.  ^  See  Dr.  Beoson^s  History  of  the  first  planting  the  Chrisiian 

*»  Tas  irs^oi^eyxs  yvvaiKo^, '  roulieresreligiosas.T  ProselTtat.  Relinon,  B.  3.  ch.  v.  sect.  5.  p.  gg. 

Nam  erant  et  prosely ti  in  ek  uibe,  ut  audivimns  supra,  ver.  43.  ^  Disputabat  igitur  in  synagogik  com  Jxidtek,  et  colemibTi% 

Grot,  in  loc.  et  in  foro,  per  omnet  dies,  ad  eos  qui  aderant.    Vers.  Lau 

*=  'AieoLo-oLf  irXijv  oXiytw  iityf/if^svas  tn  luiahjf  tfr^crxna,   De 
B.  J.  1.  2.  XX.  2.    And  see  vol.  i,]p.60. 
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was  the  prq[>er  distinction  and  denomination  of  those  who  by  proselytism  ioined  themselves  to 
the  people  of  Israel.  They  were  not  of  the  stock  of  Israel :  but  they  worshipped  with  them,  in 
synagogues  and  at  the  temple.  They  paid  tribute  to  the  temple,  as  other  Jews  did.  They 
might  offer  sacrifices  there,  and  they  kept  the  passover.  In  other  words,  they  were  in  full  com- 
munion with  the  people  of  Isr?iel  in  religious  ordinances.  The^  partook  with  them  in  all  their 
religious  privileges,  and  joined  with  them  in  all  their  solemnities.  They  were  therefore  very 
properly  called  worshippers. 

Acts  xviii.  1 — 7»  "  After  these  things  Paul  departed  from  Athens  and  came  to  Corinth. 

And  he  reasoned  in  the  synagogue  every  sabbath,  and  persuaded  the  Jews  and  the  Greeks.  And 
when  Silas  and  Timothy  were  come  from  Macedonia,  Paul  was  pressed  in  spirit,  and  testified  to 
the  Jews,  that  Jesus  was  the  Christ.  And  when  they  opposed  themselves,  and  blasphemed ;  he 
shook  his  raiment,  and  said  unto  them:  Your  blood  be  upon  your  own  heads.  Tam  clean. 
Henceforth  I  will  go  unto  the  Gentiles.  And  he  departed  thence,  and  entered  into  a  certain 
man!s  house,  named  Justus,  one  that  worshipped  God»  whose  house  joined  hard  to  the 
synagogue* 

"  Who  worshipped  God,*"  (re^ofj^s  rov  Qsov.  Justus  was  a  proselyte..  He  was  one  of  those 
Greeks  whon\  Paul  persuaded,  together  with  the  Jews,  in  the  synagogue.  And  Justus  was  con- 
vinced by  what  Paul  said,  and  became  a  Christian.  That  PauU  whilst  in  the  synagogue,  preached 
to  Jews  only,  that  is  to  men  circumcised,  Jews  by  birth  or  by  religion,  is  apparent  from  the 
history,  ver.  4,  5.  "  And  he  reasoned  in  the  synagogue  everjr  sabbaSi,  and  persuaded  the  Jews 
and  the  Greeks.  And  when  Silas  and  Timothy  were  come  from  Macedonia,  Paul  lyas  pressed  in 
spirit,"  and  testified  to  the  Jews  **  that  Jesus  was  the  Christ  :'*  *  That  iS;^  upon  the  coming  of 

<  those  two  his  feUow-labourers,  he  was  encouraged :  and  also  animated  with  thegreatest  ardour : 
*  and  once  more,  and  finally,  "  testified  to  the  Jews/'  that  Jesus  was  the  expected  and  promised 

<  Messiah.'  *^  But  when  they  opposed  themselves,  and  blasphemed ;  he  shook  his  raiment,  and 
said  unto  them :  Your  blood  be  upon  your  own  heads.  I  am  clean.  Henceforth  I  will  go  unto 
the  Gentiles." 

Let  this  suffice  for  explaining  the  word  trfifo/tfvo;,  worsIUpper. 

I  now  intend  to  take  notice  of  some  other  Greek  words^  which  in  our  translation  are  ren* 
dered  devout^ 

Acts  X.  1,  2.  "  There  was  a  certain  man  in  Cesarea,  called  Cornelius  a  devout  man,  and 
one  that  feared  God,  with  all  his  house."  ev(rf€yic^    It  should  be  rendered  jt?iow^. 

Ver.  7.  "  And  when  the  angel,  which  spake  unto  Cornelius  was  departed,  he  called  two  of 
his  household  servants,  and  a  devout  soldier,,  oi*  them  that  waited  upon  him  continually." 

Here  again  is  the  same  Greek  word,  which  should  be  translated  pious.  It  denotes  not  any^ 
religious  distinction  or  denomination  :  but  is  a  personal  character^  Cornelius  is  never  called 
a  proselyte,  nor  tretofim;,  2l  worshipper.  And  that  he  and  his  family  and  all  the  company  at  his 
house,  were  Gentiles,  and  uncircumcised,  ia  manifest,  as  from  other  places,  so  particularly  firom 
ch.  xi.  1 — 3. 

I  shall  observe  likewise  upon  another  Greek  word  rendered  by  us  devout^  in  some  places. 

Luke  ii.  2*5.  "  And  behold,  there  was  a  man  in  Jerusalem,  whose  name  was  Simeon..  And 
the  same  man  was  just  and  devout,  waiting  for  the  consolation  of  Israel."  Kot*  o  avbpccxog  euros 
iinaioc^  KUi  EvXA^vfg.  1  should  be  disposed  to  render  it  thus :  *  And  he  was. a  righteous  and  under-- 
standing  man/     Simeon  was  righteous,  or  religious,  and  also  knowing  and  discreet.. 

Acts  ii.  5.  "  And  there  were  dwelling  at  Jerusalem,  Jews,  devout  men,„  out  of  every  nation 
under  heaven.''  avi^ec  evXctSsK:.  The  same  word  again,,  and  to  be  understood  in  the  like  manner : 
denoting,  that  there  were  then  at  Jerusalem  Jews  from  all  partSj  who  were  the  most  eminent 
men  of  the  nation,  and  most  distinguished  for  their  zeal^  their  understanding,  and  their  out- 
ward circumstances  and  condition. 

Ch.  viii.  2.  "  And  devout  men  carried  Stephen  to  his  borial."  Zuvf^a/u^/trav  ierw  St^^vw  «vJf£c 
tv>MtBig.  I  should  like  to  translate  the  word  in  this  place  *  discreet.*  **  And  discreet  men  carried 
forth  Stephen,  and  made  great  lamentation  for  him.'*  Such  men  were  the  best  fitted  for  the  kind 
office  here  spoken  of.  Wisdom,  or  discretion,  and  circumspection,  appear  to  be  included  in  the. 
verb,  as  used  in  Acts  xxiii.  10.  and  Heb;  xi.  7.  And  observe  likewise  the  noun  substantive  lUi 
Heb.  V.  7. 
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IV.  The  occasion  akd  design  of  the  decree.  T*he  other  question  conoeroing  the  apes* 
tolic  decree,  at  the  head  of  this  Dissertation,  is,  whether  it  was  perpetual. 

I  now  therefore  intend  to  consider  the  occasion  of^it,  and  then  to  explain  it*  Wherein  will 
be  contained  a  sufficient  answer  to  ^he  question  proposed  above. 

I  begin  with  laying  down  these  several  following  propositions. 

1.  This  epistle,  or  decree,  w^as  designed  for  the  use  and  direction  of  all  the  Gentile  converts 
to  Christianity  at  that  time.     This  was  shown  before ;  and  needs  no  enlafrgement  here. 

2.  The  several  regulations  of  the  council  at  Jerusalem  relate  to  things  in  their  own  nature 
indifferent. 

1.)  The  point  in  controversy  relates  to  things  in  their  own  nature  indififerent.  Therefore  it 
is  likely,  that  the  determinrttion  of  the  question  should  be  of  the  like  kind.  The  rise  of  the 
*  controversy,  and  all  the  debates  upon  the  occasion,  lead  u»  to  think,  that  the  regulations  of  the 
council  should  concern  things  indifferent,  ritual,  and  ceremonial.  There  never  was  a  question,' 
whether  believers  from  among  the  Gentiles  should  obey  the  moral  precepts  of  righteousness  and 
true  holiness.  But  the  dispute  was,  whether  they  should  be  circumcised,  and  observe  the  ritual 
ordinances  of  the  law  of  Moses,  as  the  Jews  did. 

They  who  have  any  doubt  about  this,  should  do  well  to  attend  to  the  history  of  this*  council, 
and  particularly  the  occasion  of  it,  at  the  beginning  ^  the  fifteenth  chapter  of  the  book  of  the 
Acts,  and  throughout.  However,  I  shall  transcribe  beipw  the  sentiments  of  divers  learned  and 
judicious  commentators,  ■  who  speak  to  the  like  purpose.  To  whom,  possibly,  some  others  may 
be  added  in  the  process  of  this  argument. 

2.)  The  apostles  and  elders  call  what  they  recommend  in  their  epistle,  a  burden.  &po<r.  Ver. 
28.  "  It  seemed  good  unto  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  to  us,  to  lay  upon  you  no  greater  burden,  than 
these  necessary  things.** 

Which  word  may  lead  us  to  think,  they  intend  not  such  things  as  are  in  themselves  reason- 
able, and  always  obligatory. 

*  Burden,*  say  Beausobre  and  Lenfant,  in  their  note  upon  this  place,  *  is  the  sanie  with  «  yoke," 

*  mentioned  ver.  10.  These  expressions  show,  that  the  discourse  is  about  ceremonial  observances, 

*  which  are  considered  as  a  yoke  and  burden,  in  opposition  to  moral  precepts,  which  ought  not 

*  to  be  reckoned  burdensome :  since  the  reason  and  consciences  of  men  teach  them,  that  the/ are 

*  obligatory  in  themselves.* 

Rev.  ii.  24,  25.—"  I  will  put  upon  you  no  other  burden :  fopotr.  "  But  that  which  ye  have 
already,  hold  fast  till  I  come.'*  Where,  1  think,  our  exalted  Lord  refers  to  this  decree  of  the 
apostles.  And  he  graciously  declares,  that  this  burden  should  not  always  lie  upon  his  people  ; 
but  should  be  taken  off  from  them,  when  his  religion  had  made  greater  progress  in  the  world. 

Our  Lord  inviting  men  to  receive  his  instructions,  as  the  rule  of  life,  in  order  to  their  obtain- 
ing everlasting  salvation,  says,  Matt.  xi.  30.  "  My  yoke  is  easy,  and  my  burden  j^ro  (pc^rm  /u^J 
is  Tight.**  But  he  therein  intends  to  say,  as  I  apprehend,  that  his  requirements  are  not  burden- 
some at  all,  and  that  observing  them  will  afford  great  pleasure  and  deught. 

So  St.  John  says,  1  John  v.  S.  *  And  his  commandments  are  not  grievous.**  They  are  not 
grievous,  or  burdensome,  because  they  are  in  themselves  reasonable,  and  approve  themselves  to 
the  judgment  and  understanding  of  all  men. 

As  the  things  recommended  in  this  epistle,  are  so  distinctly  spoken  of,  as  a  burden ;  jt  is 
likely  they  were  not  then  understood  to  be  in  themselves  reasonable. 

3.)  Another  character  of  these  regulations  of  the  Council  is,  that  they  are  necessary  things* 
By  which  I  think  ought  to  be  understood  such  things  **  as  are  expedient. 

Undoubtedly,  moral  virtues  are  of  all  things  the  most  necessary,  according  to  the  general 
use  of  the  word  among  us.  Both  reason  and  revelation  assure  us  of  their  absolute  necessity. 
To  promote  real  holiness  is  the  great  design  of  ail  true  religion.     Nor  is  an/  institution  so  well 

*  Non  censet,  monendos  pios  ex  Gentibns  de  lis,  qiitt  satk  Hsec  ille  [TertuUtanus]  a  scopo  abemiDs,  cum  ouUa  hie  sit 

didicerant :   Dcum  colendum  unura  veram,  non  faisos;  ei  nisi  rerum  su^pte  natur^  mediarum  mentio.  fiez.  annot.  ia 

omnem  exhibeudam  reverentiam  ;  abstinendum  a  caedibus,  a  Act.  xv.  20. 

rapinis,  injuriis,  adulteriis,  et  incestis  jure  Gentium  cognitis:  *>  Necessaria  autem  hie  inteUige  ad  pacem  Eccleiiae,  qua 

jus  cuique  reddendum.     Sed  deiic  monet,  qusr  disputationem  turn  eratj  per  taleratitiam  iBfirmonim  ;  non  autem  necessaria 

recipere  videbantur»  eC  quas  Judaeos  poterant  oifendere,  et  im-  per  sey  et  simplidter,  es^^eptA  scortatione.    Piscator  in  AeC. 

pedire,  quo  minus  pii  ex  Gentibus  cum  piis  Hebraeis  iu  unam  xv.  28. 
ecclesiam  coalescereat.    Grot,  in  Act.  xy.  20.  sub  in. 
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suited  to  make  men  truly  and  eminently  virtuous  and  holy,  as  the  Christian.  Nevertlieless  in 
the  language  of  the  New  Testament,  moral  virtues  are  not  usually  called  necessary  things,  nor 
holiness,  said  to  be  of  necessity*  I  am  not  aware  of  more  than  one  text,  in  which  any  moral 
virtue  is  recommended  under  that  character.  It  is  Rom.  xiii.  5.  "  Wherefpre  *  ye  must  needs 
be  subject,  not  only  for  wrath,  but  also  for  conscience  sake.'*  In  other  places  the  meaning  of 
the  word  is  expedient,  fit,  proper,  convenient,  in  certain  seasons  and  circumstances.  Says  St. 
Paul  to  the  Corinthians  :  "  Therefore  *  I  thought  it  necessary  to  exhort  the  brethren  to  go  be- 
/ore  unto  you,  to  make  up1)eforehand  your  bounty,  whereof  ye  had  notice  before,*'  2  Cor.  ix.  8. 

To  the  Philippians :  *<  Yet  *  I  supposed  it  necessary  to  send  unto  you  Epaphroditus,  my 
brother,**  ch.  ii.  25.  And,  "  nevertheless  to  abide  in  the  flesh  ^  is  more  needful  for  you,'*  ch.  i. 
24.  In  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews :.  "  It  *  was  therefore  necessary  that  the  patterns  of  the  things 
in  the  heavens  should  be  purified  with  these,**  ch.  ix.  23.  St.  Luke  in  the  Acts :  **^  Then  Paul 
and  Barnabas  waxed  bold,  and  said,  It  ^  was  necessary  that  the  word  of  God  should  first  have 
been  spoken  unto  you,**  Acts  xiii^  46.  In  all  which  places,  as  seems  to  me,  this  expression  denotes 
what  is  expedient,  highly  proper  and  convenient,  considering  the  circumstances  of  things  and 
persons.     And  so  the  phrase  is  understood  here  by  some  '  very  judicious  commentators. 

I  would  however  observe,  that  the  ^  original  phrase  in  this  place  is  somewhat  particular.  And, 

instead  of  these  necessary  things,  some  *  rather  understand  such  things  as  it  was  needftil  for  the 

.  apostles  to  impose.    But  this,  as  I  apprehend,  makes  little  difference  :  whether  these  things  were 

such  as  the  circumstances  of  things  obliged  the  Council  to  require,  or  the  Gentile  Christians  to 

observe. 

4.)  None  of  the  Christian  converts'  needed  to  be  informed,  that  they  ought  to  keep 
themselves  from  the  practice  of  such  things  as  are  immoral,  and  in  their  own  nature  evil, 
and  unreasonable. 

Take  things  sacrificed  to  idols  for  idolatry,  blood  for  homicide,  and  fornication  for  unclean- 
ness,  or  any  sins  contrary  to  moral  purity :  and  there  was  not  a  Gentile  convert  to  the  Christran 
religion,  whether  converted  by  Paul,  or  Barnabas,  or  any  other  Jewish  preacher  of  the  Gospel, 
but  knew  his  duty  in  all  those  respects.  Men  may  need  to  be  exhorted  to  tlie  practice  of  what 
they  know  to  be  their  duty,  and  to  be  dissuaded  from  things  which  they  know  to  be  evil.  But 
men  do  not  need  to  be  informed  of  what  they  know  already* 

5.)  If  the  apostles,  and  elders,  and  brethren,  present  in  this  council,  had  intended  to  forbid 
an  their  epistle  things  contrary  to  morality ;  they  would  have  added  divers  other  things,  beside 
those  here  mentioned. 

They  would,  in  that  case,  expressly  have  forbidden  lying,  penury,  wrath,  evil-speaking, 
theft,  robbery,  adultery,  and  all  uncleanness.  I  might  add,  tnat  if  it  had  been  the  design  of 
this  assembly  to  remind  the  converts,  to  whom  they  write,  of  their  duties  and  obligations  as 
Christians  j  they  would  have  exhorted  them  particularly  to  persevere  in  the  faith  of  Qirist,  and 
would  have  recommended  to  them  the  duty  of,  be^iring  the  cross,  or  of  patience  and  fortitude 
under  afflictions  and  persecutions  for  his  name*s  sake. 

6.)  All  the  several  particulars  of  the  decree  must  be  understood  to  be  of  tlie  like  kind. 
■  They  ought  to  be  all  moral,  or  all  indifferent.  At  least,  it  appears  to  me  to  have  a  good 
deal  of  probability,  that  the  writers  of  the  epistle  would  not  put  together  things  of  a  different 
nature,  without  denoting  their  difference,  or  making  a  distinction  between  them.  That  all  these 
things  are  not  moral,  or  reasonable  in  themselves,  and  in  their  own  nature  oUigatory  upon  all 
men^  in  all  timeq,  is  apparent.    Therefore  none  are  so« 

*  Ai«  avayxij.  x.  X.  1»  ITXijv  rwf  eitavuyx$s  reriff, 

^  Amyxaioy  isf  jyjja'apuijr.  »  Non  imponeremus  bwc,  nisi  *nece9Be  m^t  «a  hnponere. 

•*  Ayayxieuov  h  -^fyji^n^ij^v j-^-^^  Non  dicunt  j  imponimus  hjec  oecessaria,  sed  imponlmus  Ijjpo, 

^  "" —  oyayxAion^  Ik  ifJMg,  cuae  necesse  est,  scilicet,  imponere.     Comment.  Practicus. 

*  Avayxij  «y  ra/tfy  JroJ^y/xara  tw  §f  rts  b^his,  raroijr     Caspar  Stresoti  in  Act.  Ap.  p.  5(58.    Amst.  \659. 
xa9api^iala4.  The  Latiti  Vulgate  «s  '  h»c  necessaria.'    Beza  translatea, 

*  Tpv  ijy  afeeyxam  itputrov  Xa\yfiy}va4  rov  Aoyov  r»  Bt8.  •  praeter  neoessssia  ista.'    But  in  his  annotations  says,  id  est, 
V     «  •  Kecessairei.']  H  s*agit  ici  <l*ane  D6oe86it6  relative  aux  ad  quae  nos  adigit  praesent  necessitas,  nempe  quod  aliter  non 
<ircoD8tance8  des  temps,  des  pereonnei,  et  des  Ticux,  pour  possint  Judaei  Bucrifiefr,  non  quod  ista  per  se  ad  salatem  rc- 
^^gerlet  gentils  fie  toute  participation  ^  Tidolatrie,  et  pour  quirerentur.    fiez.  in  xv.  48. 

warquer  aux  juifii  autant  d*  ^gards  <m*U  le  poovoit,  sans  bles- 
ter la  liberty  Chr6iiemie.    Lcnf.  ct  Beaue.  sur  Actes  xv.  28. 
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These  several  considerations,  as  seems  to  me,  amount  to  a  convincing  and  satisfactory  proof, 
that  nothing  in  this  decree  is  of  a  moral  nature. 

V.  The  decree  explained.  Here  some  may  say:  How  then  do  you  understand  them  ? 
To  which  I  answer,  That  I  am  not  obliged  to  explain  any  of  them.  Things  necessary,  or  expe- 
dient, in  some  places,  at  certain  seasons,  and  upon  account  of  the  circumstances  of  things  and 
persons,  need  not  to  be  understood  by  all  in  all  times,  or  by  those,  who  are  under  no  obligation 
to  observe  them.  It  may  be  supposed,  that  they  to  whom  the  epistle  was  sent  understood  it. 
And  it  is  unquestionable,  that  if  any  articles  were  obscure,  or  ambiguous,  they  who  delivered  the 
epistle  were  able  to  explain  them.  And  so  long  as  these  regulations  .were  necessary,  or  expe- 
dient, to  be  kept  and  observed,  it  is  likely  that  the  right  sense  and  design  of  them  were  generally 
understood.  But,  as  that  expedient  ceased,  or  abated,  the  exact  meaning  of  these  regulations 
might  be  gradually  lost,  or  not  distinctly  retained  by  all. 

However,  I  am  not  unwilling  to  show  the  probable  meaning  of  these  several  articles,  accord- 
ing to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

The  whole  decree  consists  of  four  articles.  Which,  as  they  are  recited  three  times,  are 
reckoned  up  in  a  different  order,  and  in  some  small  variety  of  expression. 

Acts  XV.  20.  St.  James  proposeth  them  in  the  council  after  this  manner :  «*That  we  write 
unto  them,  that  they  abstain  from  pollution  of  idols  •  and  from  fornication,  and  from  things 
strangled,  and  from  blood."  At  ver.  29.  in  the  epistle  itself:  "That  •*  ye  abstain  from  meats 
offered  to  idols,  and  from  blood,  and  from  things  strangled,  and  from  fornication.*'  Afterwards, 
St.  James  in  his  discourse  with  the  apostle  Paul  at  Jerusalem,  ch.  xxL  25.  "  Save  ^  only,  that 
tikey  keep  themselves  from  things  offered  to  idols,  and  from  blood,  and  from  strangled,  and  firom 
fornication."     Which  is  the  same  order  with  that  in  the  epistle,  and  shall  be  followed  by  me. 

1.  Pollutions  of  idols,  or  things  oflered  to  idols. 

The  obvious  sense  of  this  regulation  is,  that  Gentile  Christians  should  abstain  from  eating 
meats,  which  had  been  offered  to  idols  by  heathen  people  :  I  mean,  in  some  circumstances. 
Several  things  in  St.  Paul's  epistles  confirm  this  interpretation,  and  may  enable  us  to  discern  the 
design  of  this  prohibition.     As  1  Cor.  ch.  viiL  throughout,  and  x.  14 — Q3. 

But  this  regulation  is  now  obsolete,  there  being  no  longer  any  heathen  idols  among  us.  All 
the  idolatry  of  ancient  heathenism,  once  so  general,  and  so  much  delighted  in  by  princes  and 
people,  is  abolished  in  this  part  of  the  world.  By  the  progress  of  the  Gospel  God  hath  wonderi- 
fully  accompUshed  what  he  long  before  said  he  would  perform.  Zeph.  ii.  11.  "  The  Lord  will 
be  terrible  unto  them  ;  for  he  will  famish  all  the  gods  of  the  earth.  And  mea  shall  worship  him, 
every  one  from  his  place,  even  all  the  isles  of  the  heathen.'* 

2.  And  from  blood; 

This  I  take  to  be  a  prohibition  to  drink  or  eat  the  blood  of  brute  animals  alone,  or  mixed  with 
other  things,  raw,  or  dressed  and  prepared. 

It  may  be  of  use  to  us  to  observe  nere  some  of  those  places  in  tlie  Old  Testament,  where  the* 
eating  of  blood  is  prohibited. 

Gen.  ix.  3,  4.  **  Every  moving  thing  that  liveth  shall  be  meat  for  you :  even  as  the  greens 
berb  have  I  have  given  you  all  things.  But  flesh,  with  the  life  thereof,  which  is  the  blood, 
thereof,  shall  ye  not  eat." 

Lev.  xvii.  10 — 14.  "  And  whatsoever  man  there  is  of  the  house  of  Israel,  or  of  the  strangers^ 
that  sojourn  among  you,  that  eateth  any  manner  of  blood;  I  will  set  my  face  against  that  man 
that  eateth  blood,  and  will  cut  him  off  from  among  his  people.  For  the  life  of  the  flesh  is  in  the 
blood.  And  I  have  given  it  to  you  upon  the  altar,  to  make  an  atonement  for  your  souls* 
For  it  is  the  blood  that  maketh  an  atonement  for  the  soul :  therefore  I  said  unto  the  children  o£ 
Israel,  no  soul  of  you  shall  eat  blood ;  neither  shall  any  stranger  that  scjoumeth  among  you  eat 
l)lood.  And  whatever  man  there  is  of  the  children  of  Israel,  or  of  the  strangers  that  sojourn 
among  you,  who  hunteth  andcatcheth  any  beast  or  fowl  that  may  be  eaten :  he  shall  even  pour 
out  tl^  blood  thereof,  and  cover  it  with  dust :  for  it  is  the  life  of  all  flesh.  The  blood  of^it  is 
for  the  life  thereof.    Therefore  I  said  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  ye  shall  eat  the  blood  of  no- 

•  Til  eMx^^^i  ato  rwv  aXicyyiiiairoffy  tw  iHmXwv.  ver.  20.         *  — —  «  pj  pkcur^Hcu  avr^ff  -to,  re  niwXpivtAr. 
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manner  of  flesh.    For  the  life  of  all  flesh  is  the  blood  thereof.    Whosoever  eateth  it,  shall  be 
cut  ofi:*" 

That  law  in  Leviticus,  and  the  like  elsewhere,  are  given  to  the  house  of  Israel,  and  likewise 
to  the  strangers  that  joined  themselves  to  them :  for  no  others  could  offer  sacrifices ;  nor  could 
any  others  be  cut  oflFfor  transgressing  these  laws,  but  such  as  were  of  that  people.  The  reason 
here  assigned,  that  the  blood  was  appointed  to  make  atonement  upon  the  altar,  can  affect  none 
but  Jews,  and  other  men  circumcised  after  the  manner  of  Moses. 

Eating  blood  cannot  be  reckoned  an  immorality.  And,  if  it  is  not,  this  prohibition,  in  the 
decree,  cannot  be  binding  upon  all  men  in  all  times ;  but  only  at  some  seasons,  when  the 
circumstances  of  things  render  the  forbearing  it  expedient. 

All  wholesome  food  is  lawful  in  itself,  and  under  the  gospel  dispensation.  As  St.  Paul  says, 
Rom.  xiv.  14,  15.  **  I  know,  and  am  persuaded  by  the  Lord  Jesus,  that  there  is  nothing  unclean 
of  itself:  but  to  him  that  esteemeth  any  thing  to  be  unclean  to  him  it  is  unclean.  But  if  thy 
brother  be  grieved  with  thy  meat,  now  walkest  thou  not  cliaritably.  Destroy  not  him  with  thy 
meat,  for  whom  Christ  died.*'  And  ver.  19*  "  Let  us  therefore  follow  after  the  things  which 
make  for  peace,  and  things  wherewith  one  may  edify  another.**  See  also  what  there  follows, 
and  1  Cor.  viii.  11 — IS. 

However,  I  must  add,  that  blood  appears  to  me  very  unwholesome.  Indeed  I  esteem  it 
filthy,  and  highly  disagreeable ;  so  that  I  cannot  bear  the  thought  of  eating  it.  If  it  ever  comes 
to  me  in  food,  it  is  more  than  I  know.  And  I  suppose  it  is  never  brought,  neither  alone  nor 
mixed  with  other  things,  to  the  tables  of  polite  people. 

There  seem  to  me  to  be  two  reasons  for  this  prohibition,  even  in  the  law  of  Moses.  One 
reason  is  that  above-mentioned,  that  it  was  to  make  atonement  for  them,  £hat  is,  for  offences 
against  the  law.  The  other  reason  is  thus  expressed  :  "  It  is  the  life  of  all  flesh.  The  blood 
of  it  is  for  the  life  thereof.**  That  is,  it  is  the  nourishment  of  the  animal,  and  not  fit  for  your 
nourishment.  And  because  it  was  not  fit  for  food,  and  was  useless  and  offensive ;  therefore  it 
was  to  be  poured  out  upon  the  earth,  or  covered  with  dust,  that  is,  buried  in  the  earth :  which 
order  is  frecjuently  repeated.  So  in  ver*  13,  of  the  forecited  seventeenth  chapter  of  Leviticus, 
and  Deut.  xii.  1 6.  "  Only  ye  shall  not  eat  the  blood.  Ye  shall  pour  it  upon  the  earth  as  water.** 
And  again  ver.  24,  and  ch.  xv.  23. 

The  prohibition  of  blood  was  like  the  prohibition  of  fat.  Lev.  iii.  15 — 17*  **  And  the  two 
kidneys,  and  the  fat  that  is  upon  them  it  shall  be  taken  away.     And  the  priest  shall  burn 

them  upon  the  altar.  It  id  the  food  of  the  offering  made  by  fire,  for  a  sweet  savour.  All  the 
fat  is  the  Lord's.  It  shall  be  a  perpetual  statute .  for  your  generations  throughout  all  your 
dwellings,  that  ye  eat  neither  fat  nor  blood.**  And  ch.  vii.  25.  "  For  whosoever  eateth  the 
fat  of  tne  beast,  of  which  men  offer  an  offering  made  by  fire  unto  the  Lord,  shall  be  cut  off  from 
his  people.**  That  is  the  reason  which  is  expressed,  and  for  which  the  penalty  is  so  great.  But 
another  reason  may  be  implied,  which  is,  that  the  fat  cleaving  to  the  kidneys  of  animals  is 
not*  wholesome. 

Those  ordinances  answered  two  ends  and  purposes.  They  kept  the  Jewish  people  separate 
from  other  nations,  and  also  promoted  their  bodily  health  and  vigour.  And  for  all  th^ir  labour 
and  self-denial,  they  had  a  present  reward. 

In  the  frequent  washings  and  purifications  appointed  the  Jewish  people,  I  suppose  their 
health  was  consulted :  as  it  was  likewise  in  the  directions  concerning  creatures  clean  and  unclean. 

Lev.  xi.  3.  "  Whatsoever  parteth  the  hoof,  and  is  cloven-footed,  and  cheweth  the  cud,  among 
the  beasts,  thatsliallyeeat**  See  also  Deut  xiv.  4 — 8.  And  it  must  be  allowed,  that  such  beasts 
as  have  both  those  properties,  are  preferable  for  food  to  others :  as  the  ox,  the  sheep,  the  goat, 
and  the  deer  of  every  Kind.  And  though  we  do  eat  some  animals  which  ^have  but  one  of  those 
propertiei,  as  the  coney,  the  hare,  the  swine ;  we  never  eat  tliose  which  have  neither  of  those 
properties ;  that  is,  which  neither  chew  tlie  cud,  nor  divide  tlie  hoof.  Nor  do  we  use  for  food 
any  of  the  birds,  or  fowls,  fiMrbidden  in  that  long  list.  Lev.  xi.  13 — ^20.  and  Deut.  xiv.  12—20. 

In  ancient  times  there  were  among  all  people  two  sorts  of  creatures,  clean  and  unclean.  This 

•  And  wb«  Umjt  kiHcd  anj  of  tliete,  or  other  oUan  cpct*  was  at  the  altar  -,  and  partlr,  because  it  was  heavy,  and  too 
torefr  for  their  feod  at  hcnae,  stitt  thej  were  to  fefbear  to  eat  strocMr  a  food,  as  Maimonides  takes .  it.  Patrick  open  Levit. 
the  suetj  parti/ out  of  reyerenoe  to  God^  whose  portion  it     iii.  lo. 
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distinction  obtained  and  was  general  before  the  flood.  Noah^  therefore,  **  was  commanded  fo 
take  with  him  into  the  ark  of  every  clean  beast  by  sevens,  the  male  and  the  female :  and  of  the 
beasts  that  are  not  clean,  by  two,  the  male  and  the  female,*'  Gen.  vii.  1 — 3. 

This  distinction  related  as  much  to  food  as  to  sacrifice.  For  the  worshipper,  as  well  as  the 
priest,  partook  of  the  altar,  excepting  in  the  case  of  whole  bumt-ofierings.  Every  living 
creature  therefore,  which  was  clean  for  sacrifice,  was  also  clean  for  food. 

This  article  was  inserted  in  the  epistle,  out  of  regard  to  the  Jewish  believers ;  that  the 
Gentile  converts  might  not  giv^  them  offence.  As  there  are  now  no  Jewish  believers,  to  take 
offence  at  our  eating  of  blood,  we  may  do  as  we  see  good.  We  may  avoid  it,  if  we  please,,  for 
the  sake  of  health ;  but  are  not  obliged  to  forbear  it  upon  a  religious  account,  which  would  be 
no  better  than  superstition. 

S.  And  from  things  strangled,  that  is,  from  the  flesh  of  animals,  that  have  not  been  fairljr 
killed,  so  as  that  the  blood  might  be  all  drained  out  of  them  whilst  warm. 

Upon  this  our  learned  author  says,  p.  IJS.  «  This  is  omitted  by  many  of  the  ancient  fathers, 
■  and  therefore  by  some  esteemed  a  gloss.'  But  that  is  said  rather  too  hastily,  and  without  good 
ground ;  as  may  appear  by  what  was  said*  formerly.  This  article  is  as  genuine  and  authentic 
as  the  rest.  It  is  m  all  Greek  manuscripts  in  general,  and  is  quoted  by  the  most  ancient  writers 
of  the  church.  But  near  the  end  of  the  fourth  century,  and  afterwards  the  Latin  Christians 
paid  little  regard  to  those  regulations.  And  for  that  reason  the  apostolic  decree  is  not  always 
quoted  exacilv  by  writers  in  that  language. 

This  regulation,  like  the  preceding,  must  be  understood  to  have  been  inserted,  that  the 
Gentile  converts  might  not  offend  the  Jewish  believers.  We,  now,  are  at  liberty  to  act  as  we 
see  fit     We  are  under  no  obligation  to  forbear  things  strangled  upon  a  religious  account. 

4.  And  from  fornication. 

I  suppose  it  to  have  been  already  shown  by  general,  but  unanswerable  reasons,  that  th^ 
epistle  is  not  concerned  about  things  of  a  moral  nature :  consecjuently^  what  we  now  generally 
mean  by  this  word  is  not  here  intended :  that  being  an  immorality,  and  in  itself  unreasonable*. 
But  the  true  meaning  is  not  certain :  nor  ought  it  to  be  thought  strange,  that  it  is  not. 

Beza's  interpretation  may  be  seen  in  his  Annotations  upon  Acts  xv.  SO.  He  is  clear,  that 
things  of  a  mond  nature  have  no  part  in  these  regulations,  but  only  such  things  as  are  in  them* 
selves  indifferent,  recommended  for  peace-sake,  and  out  of  regard  to  weak  lireuren.  Therefore 
this  word  is  not  here  to  be  understood  in  its  common  acceptation.  He  applies  it  to  some  things 
mentioned  by  St.  Paul  in  the  eighth  and  tenth  chapters  of  the  first  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians^ 
particularly,  <«  sitting  at  meat  in  an  idoFs  temple,"  1  Cor.  viii.  9. 

But  I  apprehend,  that  what  St.  Paul  there  speaks  of  must  rather  relate  to  fihe  first  pcohibitioB 
in  this  Epistle,  **  The  pollution  of  idols,  or  things  offered  to  idols." 

To  me  it  appears  probable,  that  hereby  are  forbidden  some  alliances  with  heathens :  wbich^ 
though  not  absolutely  unlawful,  had  better  be  avoided  by  Christians,,  lest  they  shoidd  prove 
dangerous  temptations  to  apostasy.  So  the  Apostle  writes,  Heb.  xii.  16.  **  Lest  there  be  any 
fornicator,  or  profane  person,  as  Esau,  who  for  one  morsel  of  meat  sold  his  birthright.*'  I  suppose, 
that  both  these  characters  are  given  of  Esau.  .  He  was  tiot  a  lewd  profligate  or  fornicator,  in  our 
sense  of  the  word ;  but  he  married  Canaanitish  women,  **  which  were  a  grief  of  mind  to  Isaac 
and  Rebekah,"  Gen.  xxvi.  34,  35.  Which  Jacob  carefully  avoided,  ch.  xxviii.  6—9.  **  Theodoret 
mentions  the  interpretation  which  I  have  given  of  that  text.  I  am  indebted  to  Beausobre^  for 
the  reference. 

I  am  confirmed  in  this  interpretation  by  observing  the  earnestness,  with  whidi  St  Paul 
dissuades  Christians  from  marrying  with  heathens,  though  such  marriages  were  not  unlawful* 
1  Cor.  vif.  39.  *<  The  wife  is  bound  by  the  law,  as  long  as  her  husband  liveth :  but  if  her 
husband  be  dead,  she  is  at  liberty  to  be  married  to  whom  she  will,  only  in  the  Lord."  2  Cor.  vi* 
14,  15.  "Be  ye  not  unequally  yoked  together  with  unbelievers.  For  what  fellowship  has 
righteousness  with  unrighteousness  ?  And  what  communion  has  light  with  darkness  ?  And  what 
concord  bath  Christ  with  Belial?  Or  what  part  hath  he  that  believeth  with  an  infidel  ?" 

*  S^  tol.  II.  p.  14^16.  fvav  auri  xaXfra^  xoi  ror  ira^oy«ffcfly  yoftoy'  aXX^^BSjof 

^  Mvj  m  ftc^cf,  yj  C«CijAo^,  tif  Uo-cuiJ]  ITo^ior  rw  Hfl-ou     yvvtuxas  yfyaytr;    Tbeod.  in  Heb.  xiL  l6.  T.  111.  p^  446.  • 
•^^  y^rp'^i^apytav  ijMtAf ^^i*—  Qvk  «y  t$  nf  dfMifroif  f^        •  Sot  bim  <m  H«b.  lii.  Id. 
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The  Jews  were  forbidden  bv  the  law  of  Closes  to  marry  with  idolaters.  Deut.  vii.  8,  4» 
And  see  Malachi  ii.  11.  Ezra  obliged  many,  who  had  married  such  women,  to  put  them  away^ 
though  they  had  children  by  them,  ch.  ix.  ^d  x.  Neheraiah  severely  reproves  such  persons,  and 
gives  a  reason  against  such  marriages,  which  would  be  of  some  weight  in  the  early  times  of  the 
gospel,  ch.  xiii.  23 — 27.  Remarkable  are  the  words  of  Ex.  xxxiv.  15,  16.  **  Lest  thou  make  a^ 
covenant  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  land,  and  they  go  a  whoring  after  their  gods,  and  do  sacrifice 
unto  their  gods :  and  one  call  thee,  and  thou  eat  of  bis  sacrifice :  and  thou  take  of  their 
daughters  unto  thy  sons,  and  their  daughters  go  a  whoring  after  their  gods»  aod  they  make  thy 
sons  go  a  whoring  after  their  gods." 

St.  Paul  has  wisely  determined  the  point :  that  Christians  should  not  marry  witfe  idolaters^ 
as  before  seen.  Nor  should  a  person  converted  to  Christianity  dissolve  by  separation  a  marriage, 
contracted  whilst  he  was  an  idolater,  and  before  his  conversion  to  Christianity.  But,  if  the 
unbelieving  relative  went  off,  then  the  Christian  would  be  at  liberty.  So  I  understand  what  he 
says,  1  Cor.  vii.  12 — 16.  **  If  any  brother  has  a  wife,  that  believeth  not,  and  she  be  pleased  ta 
dwell  with  him,  let  him  not  put  her  away.'  And  the  woman  which  has  an  husband  that  believetk 

not,  and  if  he  be  pleased  to  dwell  with  ner,  let  her  not  leave  him But  if  the  unbelieving- 

depart,  let  him  depart.  A  brother,  or  a  sister,  is  not  under  bondage  in  such  cases*  But  God 
has  called  us  to  peace.**  That  is,  if  the  unbelieving  relative  depart,  the  marriage  must  be 
dissolved.  But  the  believing  relative  is  not  to  be  the  first  mover  in  dissolving  the  contract  or 
marriage.  Such  things  were  done  under  the  law.  But  a.  more  friendly  and  peaceable  behaviour 
is  required  of  us.  For,  as  he  goes  on,  "  What  knowest  tliou,  O  wife,  whether  thou  shalt  save 
thy  husband?  Or»  how  knowest  thou^  O  man,  whether  thou  shalt  save  thy  wife?**  that  is  by 
bnnging  oflF  in  time  such  relatives,  respectively,  from  idolatry  to  Christianity. 

The  dancer  of  idolatry  might  still  be  great :  but  not  so  great  under  the  gospel,  as  under  the- 
law.  And  the  gospel  of  Christ  was  less  burdensome^  and  more  reasonable  and  inviting,  than  the^ 
law  of  Moses. 

Marriages  with  idolaters  were  not  to  be  dissolved :  but  yet  should  not  be  contracted.  Thougk 
such  a  marriage  would  not  be  unlawful,  yet  it  was  a  point  of  prudence,  and  a  matter  of  expe- 
.dience,  to  avoid  it.  This  is  what  I  understand  by  fornication  in  this  Epistle.  And  as  there  are 
not  now,  and  have  not  been  for  a  good  while  in  tnis  part  of  the  worlcfc  Miy  heathen:  idolatei^  t 
this  article,  like  the  rest,  is  become  obsolete.  And  as  all  the  directions^,  here  given,  relate  ta 
things  expedient  in  the  circumstances  of  those  times ;.  it  is  not  ta  be^  all  wondered  at,  that  the 
meaning  of  several  of  them  is  now  obscure  and  doubtful. 

VI.  Observations,  in  the  manner  of  corollary..  I  have  now  shewn,  that  this  Epistle 
was  designed  for  the  use  of  all  believers  from  among  the  Gentiles ;  that  the  rc^gulations,  coii-* 
tained  in  it,  are  not  of  a  moral  nature,  but  relate  to  such  things  as  are  in  their  own  nature 
indifS^rent.     I  have  also  endeavoured  to  show  the  meaning  of  each  particular. 

I  am  in  great  danger  of  being  esteemed  prolix.  Nevertheless,  as  the  subject  is  before  me^ 
I  shall  go  on  to  put  down  some  other  observations,  chiefly  in  the  way  of  corollaries. 

I.  This  decree  is  not  to  he  understood  as  a  precept»  or  commandment,  but  as  delivering 
advice  and  counsel  concerting  some  matters  of  prudence  and  expedience^  considering^  the 
circumstances  of  things  and  persons  at  that  time. 

When  Paul  and  Barnabas  had  returned  to  Antioch  from  a  peregrination  in  several  cities  and 
countries,  where  they  had  preached  the  gospel,  **  Thev  ^thered  the  church  together,  and 
rehearsed  all  that  God  had  done  with  them,  and  how  he  had  opened  the  door  of  faith  unto  the 
Gentiles.     And  there  they  abode  long  time  with  the  disciples,'*  Acts  xiv.  «7,  28.. 

Whilst  they  were  there,  **  certain  men,  which  came  down  from  Judea,  taught  the  brethren^ 
and  said  :  Except  ye  be  circumcised  afler  the  manner  of  Moses,  ye  cannot  he  saved*.  When, 
therefore  Paul  and  Barnabas  had  no  small  dissension  and  disputation  with  them,  they  determined^ 
that  Paul  and  Barnabas,  and  certain  other  of  them,  should  go  up  to  Jerusalem  unto  the  apostles 
and  elders  about  this  question.  When  they  were  come  to  Jerusalem,  they  were  received  by  the 
church,  and  by  the  apostles  and  elders :  and  they  declared  all  that  God  had  done  with  them: 
but  there  had  risen  up  certain  of  the  sect  of  the  pharisees  which  believed,  who  said,  that  it  was 
needful  to  circumcise  them,  and  to  command  them  to  keep  the  law  of  Moses.  And  the  apostles 
and  elders  came  together  to  consider  of  this  matter.  And  when  there  had  been  much  disputing^ 
Fetexrose  up,  and  spoke''——  After  that  Bainabza  ^d  Paul  were  heard,  <'  who  declared  what 
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miracles  and  wonders  God  had  wrought  among  the  Gentiles  by  them.'*  After  which  Jame$ 
riseth  up,  and  reasons  upon  the  point.  And  then  concludes :  "  Wherefore  my  sentence  is," 
4/0  fy«  Hp/v«,  I  judge,  1  determine,  "  that  we  troublg  not  them,  which  from  among  the  Gentiles 
are  turned  to  God :  but  that  we  write  to  them,"  ei^it^etXeci  uvtoiqj  that  they  "  abstain  from  pollutions 

of  idols Then  *  pleased  it  the  apostles,"  or  it  seemed  good  "  to  the  apostles  and  elders,  with 

the  whole  church,  to  send  chosen  men  of  their  own  company  to  Antioch And  they  wrote 

letters  by  them  after  this  manner It  **  has  seemed  good  unto  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  to  us,  to 

lay  upon  you  no  greater  burden,  than  these  necessary  things  From  which,  if  ye  keep  your- 

selves, ye  shall  do  well  :**  <  You  will  do  what  is  acceptable,  and  agreeable,  and  will  be  well  takea 
*  by  us,  and  by  all  the  brethren  of  the  curcumcision/  So  Cornelius  says  to  St.  Peter,  ch.  x.  33. 
•*  Immediately  therefore  I  sent  to  thee.  And  thou  hast  well  done,  that  thou  art  come."  Phihp. 
iv.  14.  ^*  You  haVB  well  done,  that  you  have  communicated  with  me^  in  my  affliction.**  3  John, 
ver.  6.    "  Whom,  if  thou  bring  forward  in  their  journey,  after  a  godly  sort,  thou  wilt  do  '^  well. 

Afterwards  ch.  xvi.  4.  It  is  said  of  Paul  and  Barnabas,  "  that  as  they  went  through  the 
cities  *  they  delivered  them  the  decrees  to  keep,  that  w6re  ordained,*'  determined,  "  by  the  apostles 
and  elders  at  Jerusalem.'*  The  meaning  of  the  Greek  word  here  rendered  decrees  is  equivalent 
to  placita^  resolutions,  decisions,  upon  a  question,  and  particularly,  upon  that  question,  which 
had  been  brought  from  Antioch  to  the  apostles  at  Jerusalem. 

For  certain,  if  we  have  given  a  right  interpretation  of  the  words,  these  regulations  are  not  a 
part  of  the  gospel  of  Christ,  which  is  everlasting ;  but  wise  decisicms  and  determinations,  suited 
to  the  circumstances  of  things,  in  the  Christian  church  at  that  time. 

2.  These  regulations  are  the  result  of  that  wisdom,  with  which  the  apostles  of  Christ  were 
inspired,  for  deciding  the  question,  whether  Gentile  converts  should  keep  the  law  \  and  for 
directing  their  conduct,  in  the  use  of  that  liberty,  which  they  had  a  right  t(H  and  was  now 
secured  to  them. 

**  It  has  seemed  good  unto  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  to  us,**  that  is,  it  has  seemed  good  unto  us,  • 
under  the  divine  influence  and  direction,  "  to  lay  upon  you  no  other  burden,  than  these 
necessary  things :"  which  we  have  judged  expedient  to  be  observed  by  you  in  the  present 
circumstances. 

I  say  these  regulations  are  the  result  of  that  wisdom,  with  which  the  s^KMtles  were  inspired 
upon  this  occasion.  For  it  does  not  appear,  that  any  such  r€gulation3  had  obtained  before.  If 
they  had,  some  notice  would  have  been  taken  of  it.  And  the  reminding  men  of  it  would  have 
tended  to  reconcile  those,  to  whom  these  directions  were  sent  to  comply  with  them,  and  pay  a 
regard  to  them.  Nor  can  I  discern  either  in  Josephus,  or  in  the  books  of  the  Old,  or  the 
New  Testament,  any  hints  or  traces  of  them,  before  this  council  at  Jerusalem. 

I  may  hereafter  enlarge  farther  upon  the  wisdom  bestowed  upon  the  apostles  for  conducting 
the  aflairs  of  the  Christian  church.  All  that  I  intended  to  say  here,  is  no  more  than  tin's :  that 
the  four  articles  in  this  decree  are  not  taken  from  any  Noachic  precepts,  nor  from  any  other 
Jewish  traditions  :  but  were  now  first  thought  of,  and  first  proposed  and  recommended  by  the 
apostles,  upon  occasion  of  the  present  emergency. 

3.  The  several  regulations  of  this  decree  were  expedient  and  useful  (as  has  been  already 
hinted^  several  times)  on  one  or  both  these  accounts.  1.  To  prevent  oflfence  in  the  believing 
Jews,  and  facilitate  civil  converse,  and  religious  communion  between  believing  Jews  and  Gentiles. 
And  2.  To  secure  the  Gentile  converts  themselves,  the  more  effectually  from  apostasy,  or  a 
return  to  idolatry,  by  keeping  them  out  of  the  way  of  some  dangerous  snares  and  temptations* 

That  the  former  was  one  ground  and  reason  of  these  regulations,  may  be  redconed  evident 
from  the  history  in  the  fifteenth  chapter  of  the  Acts,  and  from  many  things  in  St.  Paul*s  epistles : 
where  he  shows  the  expediency  of  forbearing  some  meats,  when  there  was  any  hazard  of 
offending  a  Christian  brother.  As  Rom.  xiv.  and  xv.  at  the  beginning,  and  1  Cor.  chap«  viiL 
and  x.  25 — 33.  That  the  latter  was  another  ground  and  reason  of  the  counsels  here  given, 
may  be  also  argued  to  be  very  probable  from  St  Paulas  exhortations  to  avoid  dangerous  temp- 

•  Tort  uh^t  fotg  a^oroXo*^.  •  ^  Vkom  est  Sj^ritfu  Saocto,  et  nobis.]     Id  est,  vnom  cit 

**  Ebo^t  yap  I'oj  dyioj  ^tufji,a/ri,  Kai  Yfi^iv.  fiob»  ex  extiDctu^  sire  tuggestioQe  Spirit(b  Sancti.  h  &a  tu»* 

«  Vid.  Grot,  iu  Act.  x.  33.  et  xv.  2p.  Piscator  in  Act.  xv.  28. 

^  UdpehiHv  avrois  (fv\ct(rvtiv  to,  Soyi^atx  ifa  xiKpiftf^a  [  See  particularlx,  p.  505>  aotef* 

ftprf  rwv  awro^-oXwy.  K.  A.  ...... 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Of  tJie  Apostolic  Decree^  Acts  a:v.  511 

tations  to  idolatry,  which  are  hTcewise  in  the  same  context.     See  particularly,  1  Cor.  x.  1—22, 
and  2  Cor.  vi-  IS— IS;  . 

4.  There  was  a  happy  agreement  in  the  council,  and  the  regulations,  now  determined,  were 
carried  with  great  unanimity ;  as  appears  irqpi  the  history  in  the  fifteenth  chapter  of  the  book  of 
the  Acts. 

St.  Luke  intimates,  that  for  a  while  there  was  much  disputing.  It  is  very  likely,  that  they 
who  were  for  imposing  the  law  upon  the  Gentiles,  and  now  appeared  before  the  council  laboured 
to  maintain  their  cause,  and  carry  their  point.  And,  possibly,  their  arguments  at  first  appeared 
specious  and  plausible  to  some  others,  who  were  not  engaged  with  them.  'But,  th>  t  the  resolutions, 
finally  determined,  were  carried  with  a  general  consent,  is  manifest.  We  have  the  speech  of  the 
apostle  Peter,  who  openly  declares  against  imposing  a  law  upon  the  Gentiles,  as  necessary  to- 
salvation.  James  afterwards  speaks  to  the  like  purpose,  sums  up  the  arguments  that  had  been 
alleged,  and  concludes  the  debates.  The  Epistle  itself  is  written  in  clear  and  strong  terms.  And 
the  judgment  upon  the  point  is  delivered  with  the  joint  autliority  of  all  the  members  of  the 
council.  **  Then  pleased  it  the  apostles  and  elders,  with  the  whole  church,  to  send  chosen  men 
of  their  own  company  to  Antioch  with  Paul  and  Barnabas  :  namely,  Judas,  surnamed  Barsabas, 
and  Silas,  chief  men  among  the  brethren.  And  wrote  letters  by  them  afler  this  manner.  The 
apostles,  and  elders,  and  brethren,  send  greeting  unto  the  brethren,  ^yhich  are  of  the  Gentiles  in 
Antioch,  and  Syria,  and  Cilicia.**  Then  they  pass  a  censure  upon  those,  who  had  occasioned  the- 
disturbance  at  Antioch,  and  say :.  **  Forasmuch  as  we  have  heard,  that  certain,  which  went  out 
from  among  us,  have  troubled  you  with  words,  subverting  your  souls,  saying.  Ye  must  be  circum- 
cised, and  keep  the  law :  to  whom  we  gave  no  such  commandment.'*  They  proceed.  "  It  seemed 
good  unto  us,  being  assembled  with  one  accord,  to  send  chosen  men  unto  you,  with  our  beloved 
Barnabas  and  Paul,  men  that  have  hazarded  their  lives  for  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.- 
We  have  sent  therefore  unto  you  Judas  and  Silas,  who  shall  tell  you  the  same  things  by  mouth.'^' 
How  affectionate  alid  respectful  is  all  this !  "  For  it  has  seemed  good  unto  the  Holy  Ghost,  and 
to  us,"  that  is,  to  us,  under  divine  influence  and  direction,  "  to  lay  upon  you  no  greater  burden 

than  these  necessary  things So  when  they  were  dismissed,  they  came  to  Antioch.     And 

when  they  had  gathered  the  multitude  together,  they  delivered  the  epistle.  Wliich  when  they 
had  read,  they  rejoiced  for  the  consolation.  And  Judas  and  Silas  being  prophets  also  themselves, 
exhorted  the  brethren,  and  confirmed  them.*' 

Every  part  of  this  whole  afiair  shows  great  unanimity,  good  temper,  and  admirable  candour* 
and  discretion.  When  the  messengers  from  the  church  at  Antioch  came  to  Jerusalem,  and^ 
proposed  the  question ;  **  The  apostles  and  elders  came  together  to  consider  of  the  matter.*^ 
Having  carefully  weighed  it,'  they  all  agree  in  one  Judgment.  And  when  they  send  the  decree 
away,  they  make  the  most  lionourable  mention  of*^  Barnabas  and  Paul,  who  had  preached  the 
gospel  in  Syria,  and  other  parts.  With  them  they  send  Judas  and  Silas,  who  were  some  of  the 
most  eminent  men  of  the  church  of  Jerusalem,  and  also  prophets  themselves :  next  in  knowledge 
and  understanding,  and  in  spiritual  gifts,  to  apostles.  Who,  when  they  came  to  Antioch, 
^  gathered  together  the  multitude,**  or  the  whole  church,  and  delivered  to  them  the  epistle : 
adding  also  observations  of  their  own,  tending  to  reconcile  them  to  the  regulations  contained  in 
it.  And  the  Christians  at  Antioch  were  well  satisfied,  and  rejoiced  for  tlie  consolation  afforded 
them,  and  for  the  regard  that  had  been  shown  to  them,  in  asserting  and  securing  their,  freedom 
from  the  yoke  of  the  ceremonial  appointments  of  the  law  of  Moses. 

This  harnwny  continued :  as  appears  from  the  discourses  of  James  and  the  elders  at  Jerusalem, 
when  Paul  came  thither  again  several  years  afterwards.  **  As  touching  the  Gentiles  which 
believe,**  say  they,  «  we  have  written,  and  concluded,  that  they  observe  no  such  thing:**  which 
shows,  that  this  was  still  the  judgment  of  James  himself,^and  of  the  elders,  and  of  the  church  at 
Jerusalem.  Some  exceptions  there  might  be :  but  the  determinations  of  the  council  were  what 
the  church  at  Jerusalem  generally  agreed  to,  and  heartily  approved  of.  They  did  not  exact  of 
tiie  Gentile  believers  an  entire  conformity  to  the  law  of  Moees,  as  necessjury^  to  salvation. 

Paul  readily  received  these  regulations,  as  prudent  counsels,  or  matters  of  expedience  at  that 
time.     And  the  other  apostles  intended  no  more  by  them. 

Paul  and  Barnabas,  Judas  and  Silas,  are  the  persons,  who  by  name  are  charged  with  the 
epistle  by  the  council.  They  carry  it  to  Antioch,  and  deliver  it  to  the  church  there.  And 
Judas  and  Silas^  moreover,  recommend,  the  observation  of  the  things  therein  ordained :  and 
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doubtless  with  the  approbation  of  Paul,  who  was  then  at  Antioch,  and  continued  there  some 
time.  When  he  left  Antioch,  he  chose  Silas  to  accompany  him.  And  St.  Luke  has  assured  us, 
that  **  as  thev  went  through  the  cities,  they  delivered  to  them  the  decrees  for  to  keep,  that  were 
ordained  of  the  apostles  and  elders  at  Jerusalem,  ^nd  so  were  the  churches  established  in  the 
faith,  and  increased  in  number  daily,*'  ch.  xvi.  4,  5.  And,  several  years  after  this,  as  before 
observed,  when  Paul  came  a^ain  to  Jerusalem,  and  the  elders  there,  with  James,  remind  him  of 
the  several  articles  of  the  epistle,  they  mention  them  as  thing^  with  which  Paul  was  well  satisfied; 
Nor  does  lie  show  any  dislike.  His  accepting  of  these  decisions  is  also  manifest  from  his  epistles 
above  quoted*  ' 

Once  more,  for  showing  the  general  consent  with  which  these  determinations  were  made,  it 
ought  to  be  observed,  that  all  the  apostles  of  Christ,  or  most  of  them,  were  present  in  the  council 
of  Jerusalem.  For,  as  formerly  shown  •  at  large,  there  is  good  reason  to  thinly  that  none  <^the 
twelve  apostles  left  Judea  to  go  and  teach  either  Jews  or  Gentiles  in  other  countries,  until  after 
the  counciL  It  is  likely  therefore,  that  they  were  all  at  the  council  where  the  controversy  was 
fully  determined ;  which  was  a  great  advantage.  By  that  means  the  manner  of  receiving  Gentiles 
into  the  church  of  God  was  iixed  and  settled  beyond  dispute,  and  beyond  opposition.  Or,  if 
any  opposition  should  be  made  afterwards,  it  could  not  be  successful,  nor  very  troublesome. 
And  we  may  be  assured*  that  all  the  apostles,  and  their  disciples,  ^ould  be  harmonious  and 
preach  the  same  doctrine  to  Jews  and  Gentiles  wheresoever  they  went. 

5.  We  may  hence  perceive  the  wisdom  with  which  the  apostles  of  Christ  were  furnished,  for 
behaving  in  cases  of  diflBculty  that  came  before  them ;  so  as  might  be  for  the  peace  of  the  churdi, 
the  edification  of  believers  of  every  rank  and  capacity,  and  the  preservation  of  the  purity  of  the 
Christian  doctrine. 

I  think  the  regulations  of  the  council  at  Jerusalem,  as  just  represented  and  expMned,  are  a 
proof  of  this.  The  first  and  principal  thing  to  be  regarded  by  the  apostles  of  Christ  was  the 
rpreservation  of  the  purity  of  the  doctrine  which  they  had  received  from  him.  The  Gtotiles 
^were  by  no  means  to  be  brought  into  subjection  to  the  law  of  Moses,  as  necessary  to  salvation. 
It  behoved  the  apostles  of  Christ  to  assert  their  freedom  from  an  obligation  to  observe  the 
peculiarities  of  the  Mosaic  dispensation.  This  is  strongly  done  by  Peter,  and  the  othera^  in  the 
debates  at  the  counciL  And  the  rights  of  the  Gentiles  are  well  secured  in  the  ^p^tle  written 
by  them. 

Nevertheless  some  regard  was  due  to  the  Jewish  believers— —*^And  the  Gentiles  were  to  be 
directed  to  avoid  such  such  things  ^s  might  be  offensive  to  their  brethren  of  the  circumcision  t 
and  likewise  to  decline  such  things  as  might  prove  dangerous  temptations  to  themsdves,  and  be 
:a  means  of  ensnaring  them,  and  leading  them  into  apostasy. 

In  a  word,  one  exercise  of  wise  and  good  men  in  this  world  arises  from  different  sentiments, 
'^specially  in  things  of  xeligion.  We  can  evidently  discern,  that  there  were  some  differences  of 
opinion,  and  some  xumtroversies  among  the  followers  of  Jesus  Christ,  even  in  the  apostolic  age. 
£ome  thought,  that  the  observation  of  tlie  law  of  Moses  was  necessary  for  men's  salvation,  and 
tuere  for  imposing  it,  as  such,  upon  the  believing  Gentiles. 

Others  ©f  the  Jewish  believers,  iJiought,  that  the  law  was  obligatory  upon  themselves  and 
their  posterity,  as  a  distinct  nation  and  people^  to  whom  that  law  had  been  delivered :  whilst 
they  Jioped  to  be  justified  in  the  sight  of  Goa,  and  to  be  eternally  saved,  by  faith  in  Jesus  Christy 
and  sincere  obedience  to  his  precepts.  These  did  not  expect  the  Gentiles  should  come  under  the 
iaw  of  Moses,  as  necessary  to  salvation.  Nevertheless  they  still  had  scruples  about  meats  and 
brinks,  and  abont  conversing  with  them,  who  observed  no  such  distinctions.  Others  there  were» 
:as  it  seems,  among  the  Jews,  who  tbonght  that  the  obligation  of  the  law  of  Moses^  as  to  its 
«]>eculiarities,  had  ceased.  And  they  judged  no  wholesome  meat  to  be  unclean ;  which  was  the 
4>pinion  of  the  Gentile  believers  in  general. 

Hence  there  arose  an  obligation  to  a  different  conduct.  And  these  last  mentioned,  whom 
we  reckon  the  more  knowing,  and  strong,  were  to  practise  prudence,  condescension,  forbearance, 
compliance.  They  were  to  do  what  lay  in  their  power,  as  they  had  opportunity  to  enlarge  the 
0iinds  of  men.  In  the  mean  time  they  were  ^^  to  bear  the  infirmities  of  the  -weak,  and  not  to 
pbase  themselves,*'  Bom.  xv.  1« 
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But  others,  who  were  rigid,  and  would  impose  indifferent  things,  as  necessary  to  salvation, 
were  to  be  blamed,  and  reproved,  as  they  are  by  this  coundl.  And  every  one  knows,  how  th^ 
•were  withstood  by  the  apostle  Paul.  And  all  who  are  attentive  in  reading  the  New  Testament; 
may  perceive,  that  the  epistle  of  the  council  at  Jerusalem  exactly  correspond^  with  the  doctrine 
of  raul  in  his  epistles,  and  that  the  temper  of  both  is  one  and  the  same. 

Some  regard  was  due  to  the  Jewish  nation  in  general,  even  to  the  unbelievers  among  them, 
whilst  they  behaved  with  decency  and  civility.  For  a  long  time  they  had  been  favoured  with 
many  religious  privileges  above  other  men.  As  is  acknowledged  in  Rom.  ix.  4,  5.  And  it  is 
the  apostle's  direction,  1  Cor.  x.  32.  "  Give  no  offence,  neither  to  the  Jews,  nor  to  the  Gentiles, 
nor  to  the  church  of  Gt)d  :**  by  the  two  former  plainly  meaning  such  as  were  unbelievers.  And 
it  is  said,  Acts  xvi.  2,  3.  that  when  Paul  determined  to  have  'Kmothy  with  him,  who  was  "  the 
Boh  of  a  woman  that  was  a  Jewess,  and  believed ;  he  took  him,  and  circumcised  him,  because 
of  the  Jews  who  were  in  those  quarters;  for  they  all  knew,  that  his  father  was  a  Greek.**  I 
think,  those  Jews  were  unbelievers.  Paul  would  not  offend  them  j  and  he  might  hope  to  gain 
some  of  them.    See  1  Cor.  ix*  19,  20. 

But  they  were  not  the  men,  who  occasioned  the  council  of  Jenisalem,  or  the  decisions  of  it. 
The  men,  who  came  to  Antioch,  and  taught  the  brethren  there,  "  Except  ye  be  circumcised 
after  the  manner  of  Moses,  ye  cannot  be  saved,**  were  pharisees  who  oelieved,  Acts  xv.  1; 
They  were  men,  who  went  out  from  the  church  at  Jerusalem,  ver.  24.  These  are  now 
reproved.  But  whilst  the  freedom  of  the  Gentiles  is  asserted  from  a  subjection  to  the  law  of 
Mose^,  and  its  appointments,  some  things  are  recommended  to  them  as  expedient  for  the  time. 
Which  might  facilitate  converse  and  communion  with  all  the  Jewish  believers,  who  were 
tractable,  and  would  be  also  useful  for  preserving  themselves  from  some  temptations  to  apostasy, 
in  those  times. 

6.  We  may  hence  perceive  the  reason,  why  those  of  the  Jewish  believers,  who  were  for 
imposing  the  law  upon  the  Gentiles,  are  so  severely  reproved,  and  condemned  by  St.  Paul. 

They  were  for  imposing  the  law,  and  its  observances,  upon  the  (^entiles,  as  necessary  to 
salvation.  Which  should  be  always  attended  by  us,  when  we  read  St*  Paul*s  epistles,  and 
observe  the  tartness  of  his  expressions.  So  says  St.  Luke  very  clearly.  Ch.  xv.  1.  "  Certain 
men  which  came  down  from  Judea,  taught  the  brethren:  Except  ye  be  circumcised  after  the 
manner  of  Moses,  ye  cannot  be  saved.**  See  also  ver.  5.  And  are  not  these  men  tartly 
reproved  by  the  apostles  and  elders  in  their  epistle,  ver.  24  ?  "  Forasmuch  as  we  have  heard,** 
say  they,  "  that  certain,  which  went  out  from  us,  have  troubled  you  with  words,  subverting  your 
souls,  saying,  Ye  must  be  circumcised,  and  keep  the  law.** 

And  justly  does  St.  Paul  say  of  Peter,  and  the  rest,  who  separated  themselves  from  the  Gentile 
Christians  at  Antioch,  that  "  they  walked  not  uprightly,  according  to  tlie  truth  of  the  gospel,** 
Gal.  ii.  14.  And  as  Justly  does  he  exhort,  and  argue,  Gal.  v.  1 — 4.  "  Stand  fast  therefore  in 
the  liberty,  wherewith  Christ  has  made  us  free.  And  be  not  entangled  again  with  the  yoke  of 
bondage.  Behold,  I  Paul  say  unto  you,  that  if  ye  be  circumcised,  Christ  shall  profit  vou  nothing. 
For  I  testify  again  to  every  man  that  is  circumcised,**  esteeming  it  necessary  to  salvation,  "  he 
is  a  debtor  to  the  whole  law.  Christ  is  become  of  no  effect  unto  you,  whosoever  of  you  are 
justified  by  the  law.  Ye  are  fallen  from  grace.**  Which  now  must  be  all  clear.  It  can  need 
no  farther  explication^ 

7.  We  may  now  discern,  wherein  lay  the  fault  of  the  apostle  Peter,  and  others,  who  complied 
too  far  with  the  rigid  part  of  the  Jewish  believers. 

The  only  place  of  scripture,  where  this  is  mentioned,  is  Gal.  ii.  11 — 16.  **  But  when 
Peter  was  come  to  Antioch,  I  withstood  him  to  the  face,  because  he  was  to  be  blamed.  For 
before  that  certain  came  from  James,  he  did  eat  with  the  Gentiles.  But  when  they  were  come, 
he  withdrew,  and  separated  himself,  fearing  them  which  were  of  the  circumcision.  And  the 
other  Jews  likewise  dissembled  with  him :  insomuch  that  Barnabas  also  was  carried  away  with 
their  dissimulation.  But  when  I  saw,  that  they  walked  not  uprightly,  according  to  the  truth  of 
the  gospel,  I  said  unto  Peter  before  them  all :  If  thou  being  a  Jew,  livest  after  the  manner  of  the 
Gentiles,  and  not  as  do  the  Jews ;  why  compellest  thou  the  Gentiles  to  live  as  do  the^  Jews  ? 
We  who  are  Jews  by  nature,  and  not  sinners  of  the  Gentiles,  knovring  that  a  man  is  not  justified 
by  the  works  of  the  law,  but  by  the  faith  of  Jesus  Christ,  even  we  have  believed  in  Jesus  Christ, 
VOL*  v*  u 
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tiiat  we  might  be  justified  by  the  faith  of  Christ,  and  not  by  the  works  of  the  law.    For  by  the 
works  of  the  law  shall  no  flesh  be  justified.'* 

The  fault  of  Peter  lay  in  this,  that  his  conduct  implied  the  necessity  of  the  Gentiles  beinc; 
circumcised,  and  ^keeping  the  ordinances  of  the  Mosaic  law,  in  order  to  their  being  savecL 
<«  Why*  compellest  thou  the  Gentiles  to  judaize  !**  that  is,  to  ^  become  Jews,  and  live  according 
to  the  law  of  Moses,  and  that,  in  order  to  salvation.  This  was  the  meaning  of  his  behaviour* 
The  Gentiles  at  Antioch  had  believed  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  heartily  embraced  his  doctrine. 
Nevertheless  Peter  now  behaved  toward  them,  as  if  they  were  unworthy  of  converse,  or  com- 
munion with  himself,  or  other  Jewish  believers.  They  were  not  yet  of  the  church  and  pec^le 
of  God :  but  must,  if  they  would  be  saved,  be  circumcised,  and  obey  the  law  of  Moses,  as  the 
Jewish  people  did. 

This  is  what  Paul  blames  Peter  for.  It  is  apparent  from  St.  Paul's  whole  argument  in  this 
place.  It  follows  next  afler  the  words  just  cited :  "  We  who  are  Jews  by  nature,  and  not 
sinners  of  the  Gentiles,  knowing,  that  a  man  is.  not  justified  by  the  works  of  the  law,  but  by  the 
faith  of  Jesus  Christ,  even  we  have  believed  in  Jesus  Christ,  that  we  might  be  justified  by  the 
iaith  of  Christ,  and  not  by  the  works  of  the  law.**  Which  plainly  shows,  that  St.  Paul  is  speaking 
of  imposing  the  law,  as  necessary  to  acceptance  with  God :  or,  in  other  words,  that  he  is 
speaking  of  justification,  and  salvation.  And  St.  Peter  says  the  same  thing  at  the  council,  bat 
almost  the  same  words.  Acts  xv.  10,  11.  "  Now  therefore  why  tempt  ye  God,  to  put  a  yoke 
upon  the  neck  of  the  disciples,  which  neither  our  fathers,  nor  we,  were  able  to  bear?  For  we 
believe,  that  through  the  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  we  shall  be  saved,  even  as  they.'* 

We  see  therefore,  that  Peter  was  now  guilty  of  dissimulation.  He  acted  contrary  to  his  own 
judgment.  And  did  what  implied  the  necessity  of  the  Gentiles  receiving  the  law  of  Moses,  in 
order  to  salvation.  Thus  he  acted,  "  fearing  them  of  the  circumcision.**  I  transcribe  Augustin 
below,'  who  speaks  exactly  to  the  same  purpose. 

Some  have  been  unwilling  to  think,  that  the  apostle  Peter  should  have  exposedhimself  to  this 
censure  after  the  council  of  Jerusalem :  though  tne  order  of  St.  Paul's  narration,  in  the  chapter 
just  cited,  implies  as  much.  But  the  difference  is  not  great.  Peter*s  guilt  msy  be  aggravated 
thereby.  But  whether  before,  or  after  that  council,  he  was  now  guilty  of  dissimulation.  For 
he  did  eat,  and  converse  for  a  while  with  the  Gentiles  at  Antioch :  and  afterwards  separated 
himself  from  them,  "  fearing  them  of  the  circumcision.**  And  a  part  of  Paul*s  arffument  is  to 
this  purpose :  "  If  thou,  bemg  a  Jew,  livest  after  the  manner  ot  the  Gentiles,"  toat  is,  some- 
times, as  he  had  lately  done,  and  probably  at  some  other  times  likewise,  ^*  and  not  as  do  the 
Jews ;  why  compellest  thou  the  Gentiles  to  judaize  ?**  Or,  as  Mr.  Locke :  '  If  thou,  being  a  Jew^ 
takest  the  liberty  sometimes  to  live  after  the  manner  of  the  Gentiles,  not  keeping  to  those  rules, 
which  the  Jews  observe  ;  why  doest  thou  constrain  the  Gentiles  to  conform  themselves  to  the 
rites,  and  manner  of  living  of  the  Jews  ?* 

Moreover,  we  know,  that  long  before  the  council  of  Jerusalem,  Peter  had  been  at  the  house 
of  Cornelius  at  Cesarea,  and  received  him,  and  his  company,  tliough  Gentiles,  into  the  church 
by  baptism.  And,  when  he  returned  to  Jerusalem,  and  there  were  some,  "  who  contended 
with  him,  because  he  had  gone  to  men  uncircumcised,  and  did  eat  with  them  :**  he  having 
rehearsed  the  whole  matter  to  them,  they  were  satisfied,  "  and  glorifi^  God,  saying :  Then  hath 
God  also  to  the  Gentiles  ^nted  repentance  unto  life,**  Acts  x.  and  xi.  1 — 8.  Of  which  St* 
Peter  takes  particular  notice  in  his  speech  at  the  council.  Acts  xv.  7 — 9. 

This  action  of  Peter  therefore  was  hypocrisy,  or  dissimulation,  as  St.  Paul  justly  calls  it,  a 
mean  compliance,  contrary  to  judgment,  through  fear  of  the  displeasure  of  unreasonable  men. 
And  this  was  the  fault  of  all  the  rest  who  joined  him  in  that  behaviour.  "  And  the  other  Jews,** 
says  St.  Paul,  <<  dissembled  with  him :  insomuch  that  Barnabas  also  was  earned  away  with  their 
dissimulation.** 

•  Ti  ra  iJvTj  ayay^liiif  i^f all^uf ;  ctiam  post  Domini  adventum  Decenaria  aalati  fbrent ;  quod 
^  The  word  is  explained  at  large  in  vol.  III.  cb.xii.  rehementer  per  apostolatum   Paoli  Veritas  dimiasit    Nee 

*  Qnapropter  non  ideo  Petram  emendavit,  quod  patemas  apostolus  Petms  hoc  ignorabat.  Sed  id  &dd>at  $  timeiis  eoi 
traditiones  observaret ;  quod  si  facere  vellet^  nee  roendaciter  qut  ex  circumdsione  erant  Itaque  et  ipse  vere  correctus  est, 
nee  incoograe  ^ceret.  Quamvis  enim  jam  snperflua,  tamen  et  Paulus  vera  Aarravit.  Augustin.  ad  'Hieron.  ap.  Hieron. 
jolita  non  nocerent    Sed  quoniam  Gentes  cogebat  jtidaizare  i  Ep.  6?,  T.  IV.  P.  II.  p.  605. 

food  0uQo  modo  posset,  nisi  ea  sic  ageret,  tamquam  adhnc 
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Hie  apostle  Peter,  as  is  manifest,  submitted,  and  acquiesced.  And  we  may  reasonably 
)>elieve,  that  he  never  after  showed  the  like  unsteadiness,  but  was  firm  against  the  like  temptation. 
The  same  may  be  well  supposed  of  Barnabas,  and  most  of  the  other  Jews,  who  were  now 
faithfully  and  openly  reproved  by  St.  Paul. 

8.  We  may  now  be  able  to  vindicate  the  conduct  of  the  apostle  Paul  in  complying,  as  he  did 
^t  Jerusalem,  with  the  advice  of  James,  and  the  elders  there.     As  related  Acts  xxL  17-^-30. 

I  do  not  know^  that  we  are  bound  to  justify  the  conduct  of  any  man,  not  even  of  an  apostle, 
in  all  things*  Nay,  we  cannot  but  acknowledge,  that  some  of  the  most  eminent  of  that  ordei* 
failed  in  some  Instances.  We  have  Just  now  been  observing  upon  a  faulty  conduct  of  Peter. 
And  it  is  likely,  that  in  the  contention  between  Paul  and  Barnabas,  there  was  on  each  side  a 
sharpness  not  to  be  justified.  Acts  xv.  36 — il.  Paul  might  be  too  much  offended  with  Mark, 
**  who  departed  from  them  from  Pamphylia."  And  he  might  be  too  much  exasperated  at 
Barnabas,  who  had  dissembled  with  Peter,  when  he  separated  himself  from  those,  with  whom  he 
had  before  lived  familiarly.  But  Paul  was  reconciled  to  both  afterwards,  and  makes  honourable 
mention  of  them  in  his  epistles.  Paul  likewise  seems  to  have  been  too  much  moved  by  tlie 
indignity  offered  him  b^  the  high^priest,  Ananias,  Acts  xxiii.  1 — 5. 

But  we  cannot  wilUngly  allow  of  many  instances  of  misconduct  in  apostles.  And  we  tnay 
be  disposed  to  vindicate  any  men,  so  far  as  we  reasonably  can,  especially  men  of  eminence  and 
extensive  usefulness,  whose  usual  conduct  entitles  them  to  esteem  and  reverence. 

And,  excepting  the  instances  just  mentioned,  St.  Paul's  conduct,  so  far  as  we  know,  was  free 
from  censure.  Indeed,  I  think,  that  his  doctrine  and  his  conduct,  as  a  Christian  and  an  Apostle, 
were  always  uniform,  and  harmonious ;  and  that  he  never  practised  any  compliances,  but  sucli 
>as  were  agreeable  to  his  avowed  principles. 

However,  it  is  fit,  that  we  should  particularly  consider  what  we  find  related  in  Acts  xxi. 
17—30. 

This  relation,  as  seems  to  me,  is  brought  in  to  inform  us,  how,  and  in  what  manner,  Paul  was 
apprehended:  that  we  might  know  the  occasion  of  that  imprisonment  of  the  apostle,  which  was 
of  so  lon^  continuance,  and  was  attended  with  many  incidents  of  importance.  And  as  the 
apostle's  imprisonment  was  a  necessary  part  of  his  nistory,  the  occasion  of  it  could  not  be 
<^tted  by  a  faithful  and  judicious  historian,  as  St.  Luke  certainly  is. 

And  there  appear  so  many  tokens  of  candour  and  good  temper,  wisdom  and  discretion  in 
James  and  the  elaers  of  the  church  at  Jerusalem,  that,  as  one  would  think,  men  of  ingenuity 
should  be  little  disposed  to  surmise,  that  any  thing  was  now  proposed  to  Paul,  or  complied  with 
by  him,  which  was  at  all  dishonourable  to  him,  or  derogatory  to  the  true  principles  ot  religion, 
or  to  the  interests,  either  of  believing  Jews  or  Gentiles. 

But  it  is  not  to  be  expected,  that  all  should  be  contented  with  such  general  observations. 
We  will  therefore  observe  every  paragraph  of  this  narration. 

Ver.  17»  **  And  when  we  were  come  to  Jerusalem,  the  brethren,'*  meaning  the  church  in 
general,  "  received  us  gladly.**  The  presence  of  Paul  was  acceptable  to  them,  and  in  a  friendly 
and  affectionate  manner  they  congratulated  him  upon  his  safe  arrival  among  them. 

Ver.  18,  19.  "  And  the  day  foUowing  Paul  went  in  with  us  unto  James :  and  all  the  elders 
were  present.  And  when  he  had  saluted  them,  he  declared  particularly,  what  things  God  had 
wrought  among  the  Gentiles  by  his  ministry.** 

The  original  phrase,  x«d'  £v  inrnqov,  imports  the  exactness,  and  particularity  of  the  accounts 
which  Paul  gave  of  his  successes  in  the  several  cities  and  countries  in  which  he  had  been,  since 
he  was  last  at  Jerusalem.  And  here  we  cannot  forbear  to  observe  the  frankness  and  openness, 
and  also  the  humility  of  the  apostle,  in  giving  so  full  an  account  of  himself :  where  he  had  been^ 
and  what  he  had  done,  and  what  tokens  of  divine  approbation  had  been  afforded  to  him,  and  to 
his  endeavours.  This  resembles  the  account  which  Paul  and  Barnabas  gave  to  the  church  of 
Antioch,  upon  their  return  thither,  after  they  had  fulfilled  the  work  to  which  thev  had  been 
appointed  in  an  especial  manner,  Acts  xiv.  5^6,  Sy.  and  compare  ch.  xiii.  1 — 4.  The  main 
<ufference  is,  that  there  <<  they  gathered  the  church  together,  and  rehearsed  all  that  God  had 
done  with  them.**     Here  Paul  speaks  to  James  and  the  elders  only  of  the  churofa  at  Jerusalem. 

Ver.  20.  "  And  when  they  heard  it  they  glorified  the  Lord.*'  A  fjroof  of  the  truly  Christian 
and  charitable  disposition  of  the  chief  men  at  Jerusalem.  They  rejoiced  and  were  thankful  to 
God  for  the  progress  of  the  gospel  among  the  Gentile  people,  as  preached  to  them  by  PauL 
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**  And  said  unto  him :  Thou  seest,  brother,  how  many  thousand  Jews  there  are,  which  be- 
lieve. And  they  are  all  zealous  of  the  law  :"  thinking  it  still  obligatory  upon  themselves^  and 
their  posterity,  who  are  of  the  Jewish  nation.  However,  they  afterwards  add,  at  ver.  25,  agree- 
ably to  the  determination  of  the  council :  "  As  touching  the  Gentiles  which  believe,  we  have 
written,  and  concluded,  that  they  observe  no  such  thing:'*  that  is,  that  they  n^ed  not,  are 
under  no  obligation  to  observe  the  law,  or  its  customs :  but  may  be  justified  without  observing^ 
them.  Consequently,  neither  did  the  believing  Jews  expect  to  be  justified  by  the  law.  And 
their  zeal  for  it  consisted  only  in  a  desire  to  keep  it,  as  obligatory  upon  themselves,  to  whom  it 
was  delivered  as  a  nation  and  people.  They  must  generally  (for  we  need  not  be  unwilling  to 
allow  of  exceptions  for  some  individuals)  nave  assented  to  what  Peter  says  in  the  council, 
chap.  XV.  11.  "  We  believe,  that  through  the  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  we  [Jews]  shall 
be  saved,  even  as  they,"  the  Gentiles.  Which  is  also  agreeable  to  what  St.  Paul  says  to  St.  Peter 
himself,  and  as  a  thing  well  known,  and  allowed  by  such  as  believed  in  Christ,  Galatians  ii. 
15,  16.  *«  We  who  are  Jews  by  nature,  and  not  sinners^  of  the  Gentiles,  knowing,  that  a  man  is 
not  justified  by  the  works  of  the  law,  but  by  the  fkith  of  Jesus  Christ,  even  we  have  believed  in 
Jesus  Christ,  that  we  might  be  justified  by  the  faith  of  Christ,  and  not  by  the  works  of 
the  law."  V 

**  They  are  all  zealous  of  the  law,'*  in  the  sense  just  mentioned.  But,  possibly,  even  that 
was  more  than  was  approved  of  by  James,  and  the  elders,  or  the  most  knowing  and  under- 
standing men  in  the  church  at  Jerusalem.   *  , 

Ver.  21.  "  And  they  are  informed  of  thee,  that  thou  teachest  all  the  Jews  which  are  among 
the  Gentiles,  to  forsake  the  law,  saying  That  they  ought  not  to  circumcise  their  children,  neither 
to  walk  after  the  customs.*' 

"  That  they  ought  not,"  that  is,  that  it  was  unlawful  for  them  so  to  do.  Which  was  a  ca- 
lumny upon  the  apostle.  He  never  said  so.  He  may  have  said,  that  they  needed  not  to  prac- 
tice circumcision  :  or  that  they  were  at  liberty  to  quit  the  observances  of  the  law.  As  he  is 
understood  by  some  to  say,  Rom.  vii.  1 — 6.  But,  he  never  said  that  it  was  unlawful,  or  sinftit 
for  the  Jews  to  circumcise  their  children,  and  keep  the  law.  And  though  this  had  been  reported 
among  the  Jews  at  Jerusalem,  it  is  evident  that  James,  and  the  elders  did  not  give  credit  to  it^ 
By  their  manner  of  speaking  they  show,  that  they  were  persuaded,  and  knew  it  to  be  a 
falsehood. 

Ver.  22,  23,  24.  "  What  is  it  therefore  ?  The  multitude  must  needs  come  together.  For 
they  will  hear  that  thou  art  coitie.  Do  therefore  this,  that  we  say  unto  thee.  We  have  four 
men,  which  have  a  vow  on  them.  Them  take,  and  purify  thyself  with  them,  that  they  may  shave 
their  heads,  and  all  may  know  that  these  things,  whereof  they  are  informed  concerning  thee, 
are  nothing :  but  that  thou  thyself  walkest  orderly,  [or  regularly,]  and  keepest  the  law.** 

They  recommend  something  to  be  done  by  Paul,  as  likely  to  be  more  satisfying,  and  con- 
vincing, than  any  verbal  declaration  could  be.  And  he  complies.  Which  showed,  that  he  did 
not  think  it  unlawful  for  a  Jew  to  observe  their  customs.     And  that  is  all. 

However,  this  compliance  of  the  apostle  must  have  been  very  agreeable  to  them,  by  whom  tlie- 
proposal  was  made.  And  though  by  the  violence  of  the  people  of  the  city,  and  of  others  assembled 
there  upon  occasion  of  the  feast,  he  was  prevented  from  "  accomplisning  the  days  of  the  pu- 
rification," and  performing  all  the  prescribed  rites  ;  there  can  be  no  question  made,  but  that  hia 
design  was  well  taken  by  the  whole  church  at  Jerusalem.  He  may  have  received  many  civilities; 
from  them,  whilst  he  was  kept  in  custody  in  Judea.  And  he  was  better  qualified  to  write  to 
them,  at  the  end  of  his  imprisonment,  that  excellent  epistle,  called  to  the  Hebrews  :  and  they^. 
and  other  Jewish  believers  elsewhere,  may  have  been  better  disposed  to  receive  from  him  that 
word  of  exhortation,  which  was  so  well  suited  to  their  circumstances. 

Though  I  have  now  gone  over  that  history,  perhaps  it  will  not  be  disagreeable  to  some>  if  I 
add  a  word  or  two  more  by  way  of  remarks  upon  it 

1.)  St.  Paul's  complying  with  the  proposal  made  to  him  by  James,  and  the  elders,  did  not  at 
all  weaken  the  freedom  of  the  Gentiles  from  the  law  of  Moses.  Nor  could  it  be  understood  by 
any  so  to  do.  This  is  manifest  from  the  clear  and  open  declaration  here  made  by  them,  that 
"  as  touching  the  Gentiles,  which  believcj^  it  had  been  concluded,  that  they  observe  noi 
such  thing.'^ 
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2.)  What  St  Paul  did  now,  was  not  contrary,  but  agreeable  to  his  own  declarations  at  other 
times,  and  to  his  conduct  upon  other  occasions,  and  to  the  directions,  which  he  gave  others. 

First,  What  St.  Paul  now  did  was  agreeable  to  his  declarations  at  other  times )  and  there* 
fore^as  we  may  be  assured,  was  conformable  to  his  settled  judgment  and  persuasion,  and  not  an 
artful,  or  hypocritical  compliance,  proceeding  from  fear,  or  calculated  to  subserve  some  private 
and  selfish  views. 

He  was  a  Jew.  The  rites  prescribed  by  the  law  of  Moses  were  in  their  own  liature  indifl 
ferent.  He  *  practised  them  now,  as  such,  not  as  things  necessary  to  his  own,  or  any  other 
men's  salvation.  This  his  conduct  therefore  is  agreeable  to  his  declarations  at  other  times.  Thus 
it  follows  afler  the  words  before  quoted  from  the  beginning  of  the  fifth  chapter  of  the  epistle  to 
the  Galatians ;  where  he  so  earnestly  dissuades  them  from  taking  upon  them  the  yoke  of  the 
law,  as  necessary  to  justification  atid  salvation.  "  For,  [says  he  ver.  5, 6,j  we,  through  the  Spirit, 
wait  for  the  hope  of  righteousness  through  faith.  Tf'or  in  Christ  Jesus/'  or  according  to  the 
tenour  of  the  Christian  dispensation,  "  neither  circumcision  availeth  any  thing,  nor  uncircum- 
cision  :  but  faith,  which  worketh  by  love.**  And  afterwards,  in  the  same  epistle,  ch.  vi.  15,  16. 
**  For  in  Christ  Jesus  neither  circumcision  availeth  any  thing,  nor  uncircumcision,  but  a  new 
creature.  And  as  many  as  walk  according  (o  this  rule,  peace  be  upon  them,  and  upon  the  whole 
Israel  of  God."  So  he  writes  in  an  epistle,  where  he  strongly  asserts  his  own  integrity,  and 
earnestly  exhorts  those,  to  whom  he  is  writing,  "  to  stand  fast  in  the  liberty  with  which  Christ 
has  made  us  free."  He  might  therefore  very  reasonably  practise  indifferent  things,  as  lawful, 
when  not  insisted  upon,  as  necessaiy  to  salvation. 

Farther,  the  compliance,  related  in  the  place,  which  we  are  considering,  was  also  agreeable 
to  his  avowed  conduct  upon  other  occasions. 

So  1  Cor.  ix.  20 — 22.  «*  And  unto  the  Jews  became  I  as  a  Jew,  that  1  might  gain  the  Jews : 
to  them  that  are  under  the  law,  as  under  the  law,  that  I  might  gain  them  that  are  under  the 

law :  to  them  that  are  without  law,  as  without  law, ^that  1  might  gain  them  that  are  without 

law.  To  the  weak  became  I  as  weak,  that  I  might  gain  the  weak.  I  am  made  all  things  to 
all  men,  that  I  might  by  all  means  save  some.*^ 

Here,  in  the  history  under  consideration,  we  have  an  instance  of  that  compliance  and  con- 
descension, which  in  the  just  cited  text  from  the  first  to  the  Corinthians,  he  openly  declares  to 
have  been  his  frequent  practice :  and  which  he  esteemed  to  be  his  duty,  in  order  to  gain  and 
save  men  of  every  rank,  and  denomination.  And  what  was  now  done  by  him,  was  done  by  the 
advice  and  recommendation  of  men  of  great  candour,  and  great  wisdom  and  understanding : 
friends  to  Paul  who  knew  him  well,  favourable  to  the  Gentiles  and  guardians  of  the  church  at 
Jerusalem. 

"  This  do,  [say  they,]  that  all  may  know,  that  those  things  whereof  they  were  informed 
concerning  thee  are  nothing  :**  that  is,  that  all  may  be  satisfied  that  "  thou  dost  not  teach  the 
Jews  whicn  are  among  the  Gentiles  to  forsake  Moses :  [nor  say,]  that  it  is  unlawful  for  them  to 
circumcise  their  children,  and  to  walk  after  the  customs :  forasmuch  as  thou  thyself  also  walkest 
orderly,  and  keepest  the  law.'*  The  meaning  is  not  that  he  did  always  and  constantly  keep  the 
law  in  all  its  appointments ;  but  *"  that  sometimes,  or  oflen,  upon  many  occasion^,  he  did  not 
scruple  so  doing:  and  that  he  did  not  judge  it  sinful,  or  contrary  to  the  doctrine  (rf*  Christ,  so 
to  do:  for,  when  Paul  said  to  Peter,  Gal.  ii.  14.  "  If  thou,  being  a  Jew,  livest  afler  the  manner 
of  the  Gentiles,  and  not  as  do  the  Jews :"  the  meaning,  certainly^  is  not  that  Peter  always,  and 

»  '  Factus  sum  Judais  tamquam  Judaeus,  ut  Judapos  lu-  cessario,  nullo  miido  imponenda  esse  censebat  —  Aug.  «d 

crifacerem/— — <ompa8sione  misericordiae,  non  simulatione  Hieron.  ap.  Hieron.  ep.  67.  T.  IV.  p.  605.    And  see  Re« 

faUaciac— ^Nam   uiique  Judaeus  emu    Christianus  autem  marques  de  Beausobre  8ur  le  N.T.  T.  I.  p.4l4»at  the  end 

factus»  non  Judseoram  sacramenta  reliquerat,  quae  convenien-  of  the  second  ep.  to  the  Corinthians. 

ter  iUe  populus  et  legitimo  tempore  quooportebat,  acceperat.  *>  Ipsum  vero  Paukim  non  ad  hoc  id  cgiS8e>  quod  vd  11- 

^ed  ideo  susceperat  ea  celebranda,  quum  jam  Chrisli  esset  motheum  circumcidit,  vel  Cenchreis  votum  persolvit  vel  Je- 

disciptilus,  ut  doceret  non  esse  perniciosa  his  qui  vellent,  stcut  rosoljmis  a  Jacobo  admonitus^  cum  eis  qui  voverant^  legitima 

a  parentibus  per  legem  acceperant,  cnstodire^  etiam  quum  in  ilia  celebranda  suscepit,  ut  putari  videretor  per  ea  sacramenta 

Christo  credidlssent ;   non  tamen  in  eis  jam  constituerent  etiam  Christianam  salutem  dari  :  sed  ne  iUa  qu2e  prioribns,  ut 

spem  salutis,  quoniam  per -Dominum  Jesum  salus  ipsa,  quae  congruebant  temporibus,  in  umbris  rerum  futucarum  Deua^ 

ipsifl  sacrameotis  significabatur^  advenerat.    Ideoque  Genti-  fieri  jusserat,  tanquam  idololatriam  Gentiiium  damnare  credc* 

buAj  quod  insuetos  a  fide  revocarent  onere  gravis  et  uon  ne*  retur>  &c.  Aug.  ad  Hieron.  ep.  7O.  ib.  p.  (xii  ^  032. 
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in  all  things,  lived  after  the  manner  of  the  Gentiles,  but  only  sometimes*  Take  the  words  in 
that  sense,  which  it  seems  most  reasonable  to  do  :  and  Paul's  argument  with  the  apostle  Peter  is 
sufficiently  cedent. 

And  that  Paul  did  sometimes  <<  become  to  the  Jew%  as  a  Jew/'  he  says  himself  in  the  place 
just  cited  from  the  first  epistle  to  the  Corinthians*  And  some  instances  of  his  so  acting  are 
particularly  recorded  by  St.  Luke,  beside  that  of  which  we  are  speaking.  So,  as  before  ob- 
served, <<  he  took,  and  circumcised  Timothy,  the  son  of  a  Jewess,  because  of  the  Jews  in  those 
quarters/'  For  his  father  being  a  Greek  by  nation  and  religion,  all  supposed  that  Timothy  was 
as  yet  uncircumcised.    Acts  xvi.  1 — 3. 

And  afterwards,  ch.  xviii.  18 — 22.  at  Corinth.  "  Paul  tarried  tfa^e  yet  a  good  while;  and 
then  took  his  leave  of  the  brethren,  and  sailed  thence  into  Syria,  having  shorn  his  h^  in 

Cenchrea.     For  he  had  a  vow.    And  he  came  to  Ephesus When  they  desired  him  to  tarrr 

longer  time  there,  he  consented  not ;  but  bid  them  farewel,  saying,  I  must  oy  all  means  keep  this 
feast  that  Cometh  in  Jemsalem  :  but  I  will  return  unto  you  again,  if  God  will."* 

This  is  an  action  much  resembling  that  which  was  proposed  to  him  by  James,  and  the  elders 
at  Jerusalem.  And  so  far  as  we  are  able  to  discern,  it  was  performed  by  him,  of  his  own  ac- 
cord,  freely  and  voluntarily,  without  any  compulsion,  and  without  the  advice  and  recom'- 
mendation  of  any.  And,  I  think,  it  must  be  reckoiied  full  proof,  that  he  did,  upon  some  oc- 
casions, **  walk  orderly  and  keep  the  law." 

Once  more,  finally,  the  complying  conduct  of  Paul  at  Jerusalem  was  agreeable  to  the  di« 
rections  which  he  gave  to  others  upon  the  like  occasions. 

We  all  know,  that  in  his  epistles  he  oftentimes  earnestly  exhorts  the  Gentile  Christians,  the 
strong  among  them  in  particular,  not  always  to  assert  to  the  utmost  their  christian  liberty :  but 
to  foroear  it,  when  there  was  danger,  lest  any  weaker  brethren  should  be  so  offended  as  to  fall. 
**  I  know,  [says  he  in  his  epistle  to  the  Romans,  ch.  xivl  14-— 20.]  and  am  persuaded  by  the 
Lord  Jesus,  that  there  is  nothing  unclean  of  itself;  but  to  him  that  esteemeth  any  thing  to  be 
unclean,  to  him  it  is  unclean.  But  if  thy  brother  be  grieved  with  thy  meat,  then  walkest  thou 
not  charitably.  Destroy  not  him  with  thy  meat,  for  whom  Christ  died.  Let  not  then  your  good 
be  evil  spoken  of.  For  the  kingdom  of  God  is  not  meat  and  drink,  but  righteousness,  and  peace, 
and  joy  m  the  Holy  Ghost.  For  he  that  in  these  things  serveth  Christ,  is  acceptable  to  God^ 
and  approved  of  men.  Let  us  therefore  follow  the  things  that  make  for  peace,  and  thingis 
wherewith  one  may  edify  another.  For  meat  destroy  not  the  work  of  God.  All  things  indeed 
are  pure  ;  but  it  is  evil  for  that  man  who  eateth  with  offence.  It  is  good  neither  to  eat  flesh, 
nor  to  drink  wine,  nor  any  thing  whereby  thy  brother  stumbleth,  or  is  offended,  or  is  made 
weak.  Hast  thou  faith  ?  have  it  to  thyself  before  God."  See  likewise  what  follows  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  next  chapter. 

Now  therefore,  at  Jerusalem,  Paul  only  put  in  practice  the  rules  and  directions  which  he 
had  fl^ven  unto  others.  He  was  a  Jew,  and  he  might  perform  such  acts,  as  were  in  themselves 
indifferent,  without  sin.  If  he  was  not  under  the  law  of  Moses,  he  was  under  the  law  of  charity, 
by  which  all  Christians  were  bound.  And,  as  in  respgct  to  that  obligation,  he  had  exhorted 
Gentile  believers,  not  unseasonably  to  assert  their  liberty,  he  was  in  like  manner  obliged  to  con- 
descend himself.  Here  was  such  a  case.  If  ever  there  could  be  such  a  case,  it  must  be  here, 
at  Jerusalem.  And,  if  he  had  not  complied,  as  he  did,  he  must  have  run  the  hazard  of  of- 
fending a  great  number  of  the  Jewish  believers,  his  brethren,  so  as  to  cause  them  to  fall,  and 
fill  their  minds  with  prejudices  against  the  dispensation  of  the  gospel.  According  to  the  rules, 
just  seen  by  us,  as  given  to  the  Romans ;  he  Was  obliged  to  act  now  as  he  did.  If  he  had  not, 
he  would  not  have  **  followed  the  things  that  make  for  peace,  and  wherewith  one  may  edify 
another.'*  If  he  never  practised  condescension,  compliance,  yielding  to  the  infirmities  of  the 
weak ;  how  could  he  propose  himself  as  an  example  to  others  ;  as  he  does,  after  a  long  exhor- 
tation at  the  end  of  the  tenth  chapter  of  the  first  epistle  to  the  Corinthians  ?  not  now  to  refer 
to  other  texts :  "  Whether  therefore  ye  eat,  or  drink,  or  whatever  ye  do,  do  all  to  the  glory  of 
God.  Give  no  offence,  neither  to  the  Jews,  nor  to  the  Gentiles,  nor  to  the  church  of  God  : 
even  as  I  please  all  men  in  all  things,  not  seeking  my  own  profit,  but  the  profit  of  many,  that 
they  might  be  saved.'' 

«  Of  Paul*i  vow  at  Cenchrea  there  ia  a  particular  account  in  Vol.  I.  p.  1 14^  kc. 
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I  hope,  I  have  now  vindicated  St  Paul.  But  there  still  remains  one  observation  more,  which 
may  be  not  improperly  mentioned  here. 

9.  From  the  explication,  which  has  been  given  of  the  apostolic  decree,  and  from  all  thai  has 
been  now  largely  observed  upon  it,  we  rifay  be  able  to  discern  the  reason,  why  the  epistle  of  the 
council  of  Jerusalem  is  never  particularly  mentioned  by  Paul,  nor  James,  nor  Peter,  nor  John, 
nor  Jude,  in  their  epistles. 

There  was  no  necessity  of  so  doing,  partly,  because  it  may  be  supposed,'that  all  Christians  in 
general  were  already  acquainted  with  it :  and  partly,  because  the  regulations,  therein  contained, 
are  not,  strictly  speaking,  any  part  of  the  christian  religion,  or  everlasting  gospel,  which  is  to  be 
in  force  to  the  end  of  time :  but  only  prudential  rules  and  directions,  suited  to  the  circumstances 
of  the  christian  church  at  that  time.  However,  I  think,  there  is  a  reference  to  it  in  Rev.  ii.  24. 

Another  reason,  why  Paul,  and  other  apostles  do  not  expressly  mention  that  epistle,  or  the 
decree  in  it,  though  they  recommend  like  rules,  or  deliver  cautions  very  suitable  to  it  (as  St. 
Paul  certainly  does,  and  very  often)  may  be,  that,  by  virtue  of  their  apostolic  commission,  they 
were  each  one  of  them  qualified  to  deliver  prudential  rules  and  directions. 

Which  observation  may  be  of  use  for  enabling  us  to  understand  some  expressions  of  St.  Paul, 
in  the  seventh  chapter  of  the  first  epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  and  perhaps  elsewhere.  "  To  the 
rest  speak  1,  not  tne  Lord,**  ver.  12,  and,  "  I  have  no  commandment  of  the  Lord.  Yet  I  give 
my  judgment,  [or  opinion,  yv«/x>iv,]  as  one  that  has  obtained  mercy  to  be  faithful,**  ver.  25 ; 
and,  "  after  my  judgment,**  or  according  to  my  opinion,  k^t*  t»jv.  £/x»jv  yvwftitv.  "  And  I  think 
also,  that  I  have  the  spirit  of  God,**  ver.  40.  That  is,  he  knew,  and  thought  it  could  not  be 
reasonably  called  in  question  by  any  Christians,  that,  beside  authority  to  declare  the  gospel  of 
Christ,  he  was  also  endowed  with  wisdom  and  power,  to  deliver  prudential  counsels,  suited  to 
the  state  of  things.  And,  when  he  delivers  them,  he  uses  such  expressions,  as  show,  they  were 
not  properly  a  part  of  the  christian  doctrine,  but  only  directions  ^nd  counsels,  adapted  to  the 
exigence  of  thmgs  at  that  time.  "  I  suppose  therefore,  that  this  is  ^ood  for  the  present  dis- 
tress,** ver.  2f>.  necessity,  or  exigence,  whilst  the  profession  of  the  faith  is  exposed  to  so  many 
difficulties.  "  And  this  I  speak  for  your  profit :  not  that  I  might  cast  a  snare  upon  you,**  ver.  35. 
that  is,  *  I  speak  this  with  a  sincere  view  to  your  good  :  not  intending,  however,  any  thin^  above 

*  your  ability  to  perform :  of  which  you  must  be  the  best  judges,  after  seriously  weighmg  the 

•  case.^ 


CHAP.  VIIL 


Page  201.  Diss.  L.  «  Whether  St  Pkul  did  really  blame  St  Peter  for  his  conduct,  mentioned 
Gal.  ii?* 

That  St.  Peter  was  culpable,  is  allowed  by  our  author.  Wherein  his  fault  consisted,  was 
shown  ■  formerly,  and  again  in  ^  these  Remarks. 

Page  202.  «  The  only  difficulty  seems  to  be,'  says  our  learned  author,  *  with  regard  to  Pe- 

•  ter*s  motive  for  this  conduct,  which  possibly  might  be  this.  He  had  been  charged  before  at 
«  Jerusalem,  on  account  of  his  eating  with  uncircumcised  Gentiles,  and  vindicated  himself  to 
«  the  satisfaction  of  the  assembly.  Acts  xi.    But  he  had  done  that  in  a  more  private  manner^ 

•  which  rendered  him  less  obnoxious  to  the  zealous  Jews.' 

There  is  no  reason  to  say,  that  was  done  in  a  more  private  manner.  It  was  very  public,  as 
appears  from  the  historv  in  the  tenth  and  eleventh  chapters  of  the  Acts  of  the  apostles.  Nothing 
could  be  done  more  publicly  among  Christians  at  that  time.  When  Peter,  by  divine  direction, 
w^ent  from  Joppa  to  Cornelius  at  Cesarea,  he  took  with  him  six  brethren,  who  were  witnesses  to 
all  that  was  done  at  the  house  of  Cornelius.  There  Peter  tarried  several  days.  Before  he  re- 
turned to  Jerusalem,  "  the  apostles  and  brethren  that  were  in  Judea,*'  by  whom  must  be  meant' 
the  whole  church  at  Jerusalem,  or  a  large  part  of  it,  "  heard,  that  the  Gentiles  also  had  received. 

f  IqVoLIU.  cLxviii.  aecta.  ^  P.513,  kc. 
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the  word.  And  when  Peter  came  to  Jerusalem,  they  that  were  of  the  circumcision  contended 
with  him,  saying,  Thou  wentest  in  to  men  uncircumcised,  and  didst  eat  with  them.'  But  Peter 
rehearsed  the  matter  from  the  beginning,  and  expounded  it  by  order  to  them/*  His  discourse 
there  follows  at  length.  And  in  the  council  St.  Peter%peaks  of  this  transaction  openly,  and  as 
a  thing  well  known  to  all.  Acts  xv.  7.  "  And  when  there  had  been  much  disputing,  Peter 
rose  up,  and  said  unto  them  :  Men  and  brethren,  ye  know,  how  that  God  a  good  while  ago 
made  choice  among  us,  that  the  Gentiles  by  my  mouth  should  hear  the  word  of  the  gospel,  and 
believe." 

There  is  no  reason  therefore,  to  insinuate,  that  this  was  done  in  a  more  private  manner.  But 
learned  men,  when  engaged  in  an  argument,  are  too  apt  to  advance  some  things  to  serve  a  pre- 
sent purpose.  Which  should  be  carefully  avoided  by  sincere  inquirers  after  tnith. 

Paffe  203.  •  Afterwards,  when  Paul  and  Barnabas  went  up  to  Jerusalem  about  the  dispute 

*  raised  at  Antioch  concerning  the  Gentile  converts,  and  Paul  took  Titus  with  him  ;  he  would 

•  not  consent  that  Titus  should  be  circumcised,  though  some  pretended  Jewish  converts,  who 

•  probably  crept  into  the  assembly,  when  that  matter  was  debated,  insisted  upon  it.   These  seem 

*  to  have  been  different  persons  from  the  believing  pharisees,  who  are  mentioned  as  being  at 

•  that  assembly.     But,  as  they  are  said  to  have  believed,  he  would  not,  one  would  think,  have 

*  here  called  them  "  false  brethren,"  though  they  joined  likewise  in  insisting  upon  the  circum- 

<  cision  of  Titus.* 

By  "  the  false  brethren,  unawares  brought  in,  who  came  in  privily  to  spy  out  our  liberty, 
which  we  have  in  Christ  Jesus,  that  they  might  bring  us  into  bondage,*'  Gal.  ii.  4.  Paul  means 
no  others,  than  •  those  who  began  the  disturbance  at  Antioch,  of  whom  it  is  said.  Acts  xv.  1 
**  Certain  men  came  down  from  Judea,  who  tau&pht  the  brethren,  and  said  :  Except  ye  be  cir- 
cumcised after  the  manner  of  Moses,  ye  cannot  be  saved  :**  who  at  ver.  5,  are  said  to  be  **  pha- 
risees that  believed." 

Nor  can  I  see,  why  St.  Paul  should  make  any  scruple  to  call  them  "  false  brethren,**  who 
are  so  censured  by  the  apostles  and  elders,  and  the  whole  council  at  Jerusalem,  who  say  of  them : 
«*  Forasmuch  as  we  have  heard,  that  certain  men,  which  went  out  from  us,  have  troubled  you 
with  words,  subverting  your  souls        to  whom  we  gave  no  such  commandment." 

Nor  does  it  appear,  that  there  was  any  dispute  about  Titus,  in  particular,  either  at  Antioch^ 
or  at  Jerusalem.  But  Paul,  to  satisfy  the  Galatians  of  his  inviolable  steadiniess  upon  all  oo* 
casions,  inserts  this  fact  in  his  narration  :  that  he  took  Titus  with  him  to  Jerusalem,  and  brought 
him  thence  again,  uncircumcised. 

P.  203,  204.  <  But  after  this,  when  Paul  and  Barnabas  returned  to  Antioch,  Peter  coming 
« thither,  for  some  time  did  eat  with  the  Gentile  converts.  This  conduct  of  Peter  could  not  but 
«  make  much  noise,  and  give  offence  to  the  converted  Jews,  who  were  yet  zealous  for  their  law# 
^  Which  being  heard  at  Jerusalem,  might  occasion  much  uneasiness  there  among  that  sort  of 

<  persons.     And  this  might  occasion  James  to  send  some  persons  to  Antioch,  to  acquaint  Peter 

*  with  it :  who,  to  avoid  the  ill  consequences,  which  he  apprehended  would  follow  Irom  thence, 

•  might  think  proper  to  alter  his  conduct,  and  also  to  induce  Barnabas,  and  other  Jews,  to  do 

<  the  like.' 

In  my  opinion,  all  this  is  abundantly  too  conjectural.  Many  things  are  here  said  without 
ground.  Why  should  Peter's  eating  with  Gentiles  at  Antioch  presently  make  much  noise  ?  It 
was  doing  no  more  than  might  be  reasonably  expected  of  him,  especially  after  the  decisions  of 

the  council  at  Jerusalem,  as  Dr.  W allows  this  to  have  been,  p.  202.     Nor  is  there  any 

reason  to  believe,  that  tidings  of  Peter*s  eating  with  Gentiles  at  Antioch  had  been  brought  to 
Jerusalem.  Peter,  as  it  seems,  stayed  now  but  a  short  time  only  in  that  city.  And  the  Jews 
mentioned.  Gal.  ii.  12.  may  have  come  to  Antioch  upon  business,  or  purely  to  gratify  their 
curiosity.  There  is  no  reason  at  all  to  bring  in  James,  and  make  him  either  a  cause,  or  an  oc- 
casion of  the  alteration  of  Peter's  behaviour.     "  Before  that  certain  came  from  James."    The 
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And  that,  because  of  fidse  brethren/'    who  came  '  they  might  bring  us  into  bondage"  to  it :  they  pleading  for 

'  down  to  Antioch,  AcU  xv.  1.  "  unawares  brought  in,**  in-  '  the  necessity  of  circumcising  the  Gentiles,  and  commanding 

'  sinuating  themselves  into  the  church  at  Antioch.    *'  Who  '  them  to  keep  the  law.  Acts  xv.  5:  Whitby  upon  Gal.  ii.  4. 

•  came  in  privily  to  spy  out  our  liberty,-  from  the  observance  See  abo  Doddridge  upon  the  same  place. 
'  of  the  Jewish  law,  which  we  have  in  Christ  Jeiiis^  that 
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meaning  of  these  words  is  no  more  than  «  when  certain  men  came  down  from  Jerusalem,  where 
^  James  was/    As  'is  allowed  by  the  best  interpreters. 

Peter  was  culpable,  as  is  evident  And  he  was  justly  and  openly  reproved  by  PauL  And 
Peter  acquiesced.  But  we  will  not  acquiesce.  And  rather  than  not  make  out  an  s4>ology  for  him, 
we  attempt  to  bring  in  another  apostle  to  be  partner  in  guilt  with  him  :  thou^  the  history  af- 
fords not  any  ground  or  reason  for  so  doing. 

Without  any  curious  researches,  and  groundless  conjectures,  Peter's  alteration  of  conduct 
is  easily  accounted  for  from  the  well-known  zeal  of  the  Jewish  people  in  general,  and  of  too 
many  of  the  Jewish  believers.  As  formerly  ^  said :  <  I  imagine,  that  he  now  first  of  all  went 
^  abroad  out  of  Judea  into  Gentile  countries.    It  is  probable,  that  he  was  desirous  to  see  the 

<  christian  people  at  Antioch.     But  hitherto  he  had  not  been  much  used  to  converse  with 

<  Gentiles.    And  when  some  zealous  Jew  believers  came  to  Antioch  from  Jerusalem,  he  was 

<  alarmed :  recollecting,  it  is  likely,  how  some  at  Jerusalem  had  contended  with  him  after  he 
^  was  come  from  Cesarea,  because  <<  he  had  eaten  with  men  uncircumcised,"  Acts  xi.  1 — 3.  and 

<  very  well  knowing,  from  long  and  frequent  experience,  the  prevailing  temper  of  the  people  of 

<  his  country.* 


CHAP.  IX. 

Page  SOS.  Diss.  11.    <  What  is  the  meaning  of  PauPs  expression,  <<  You  see  how  large  a  letter 
*  I  have  written  unto  you  with  mv  own  hand,"  Gal.  vi.  11. 

This  question  has  been  considered  by  manjr  interpreters,  and  other  learned  men.  I  likewise 
have  had  occasion  to  speak  to^it.  And  1  tmnk,  I  have  said  what  is  suflSdent  to. show,  that 
our  English  version  is  very  right. 

•  ^  Qaam  ▼enirent  qaidam  a  Jacobo.*]  Id  est»  ab  Hieraso-     cobo.]  id  eit>  HierascJjnia,  ubi  pcdem  fixcrat  Jacobus.    B(  z. 
Ijmist  cui  ecclesiae  torn  pnotidebat  Jacobus.  A  Jacobo,  id  ost,     in  loc. 

ab  eo  loco  ubi  erat  Jacobus^  Ire.    Grot  ad  Gal.  iu  12.  a  Ja*         ^  Vol.  III.  chap.xviii.  sect.  3. 

«  See  Vol  III.  chap.  xii.  sect.  3* 
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OBSERVATIONS 


UPON 

DR.   MACKNIGHT'S  HARMONY  OF  THE   FOUR  GOSPELS 

AS  FAR  AS  RELATES  TO  THE  HISTORY  OF  OUR  SAVIOUR's  RESURRECTION* 

IN  A  LETTER  TO  THE  AUTHOR. 


REVEREND   SIR, 

I  INTEND  to  send  you  some  observations  upon  your  Harmony  of  the  four  Gospels,  relating  fa 
the  history  of  our  Saviour's  resurrection.  They  will  regard  these  several  sections  of  your  work, 
sect.  149 — 156.  If  my  thoughts  are  somewhat  different  from  yours,  I  do  not  know,  that  you 
have  any  good  reason  to  be  offended.  You  have  made  a  "  New  Harmony  of  the  Gospels,"  after 
many  others,  and  very  different  from  them  in  many  respects.  Another  therefore  may  have  a 
right  after  you,  and  may  think  himself  to  represent  the  sense  of  the  evangelists  as  it  appears 
to  him. 

My  observations  will  relate  to  the  several  following  articles.  1.  The  burial  of  our  Saviour. 
2.  The  request  of  the  chief  priests  and  pharisees,  to  Pilate  the  governor,  to  afford  them  a  guard 
for  the  security  of  the  sepulchre.  8.  A  visit  to  the  sepulchre,  which  you  suppose  to  have  been 
intended,  and  attempted  by  the  women  from  Galilee,  but  not  performed  by  them.  4.  The  pre* 
paring  the  spices  by  those  women  to  anoint  the  body  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  5.  Their  journey  ta 
the  sepulchre,  and  the  appearances  of  our  Lord  to  them,  and  others,  after  his  resurrection. 

L  *  Of  the  burial  of  our  Saviour/  which  is  related  by  all  the  evangelists,  but  by  St.  Joha^ 
more  particularly  than  by  any  of  the  rest.  Matt,  xxvii.  57 — 61.  Mark  xv.  42 — 47.  Luke  xxiii.^ 
50—56.     John  xix.  38 — 42. 

But  here  I  do  not  stay,  not  intending  to  make  any  remarks  upon  this  beside  what  may  offer 
occasionally,  in  considering  the  other  articles. 

11.  *  The  request  of  the  chief  priests  and  pharisees  to  Pilate  the  governor,  to  afford  them  a 
guard  for  the  security  of  the  sepulchre.'  Which  is  related  by  St.  Matthew  only,  ch.  xxvii.  62 — 66. 

His  words  are  these.  **  Now  the  next  day  that  followed  the  day  of  the  preparation,  the 
chief  priests  and  pharisees  came  together  unto  Pilate,  saying,  Sir,  we  remember  that  that  de- 
ceiver said,  while  he  was  yet  alive.  After  three  days  I  will  rise  again :  command  therefore,  that 
the  sepulchre  be  made  sure  until  the  third  day,  lest  his  disciples  come  by  night,  and  steal  him 
away,  and  say  unto  the  people.  He  is  risen  from  the  dead.  So  the  last  error  shall  be  worse  than 
the  first.  Pilate  said  unto  them.  Ye  have  a  watch.  Go  your  way,  and  make  it  as  sure  as  you 
can.     So  they  went,  and  made  the  sepulchre  sure,  seahng  the  stone,  and  setting  a  watch." 

Upon  this  you  say,  p.  618.  *  Tvj  Se  evxvqm^  vitic  eqi  yuera  tv\'j  Tx^aaHewiv^  "  the  next  day  that  fol^ 

*  lowed  the  preparation,**  that  is,  after  the  sun  was  set.  For  the  Jewish  day  began  then.  They  took 
« this  measure  therefore,  not  "  on  the  morrow,"  in  our  sense  of  the  word,  but  in  the  evening,, 

'  *  after  sun-setting,  when  the  Jewish  sabbath  was  begun,  and  when  they  understood  the  body 

*  was  buried.     To  have  delayed  it  to  sun-rising,  would  have  been  preposterous^  as  the  disciples 

*  might  have  stolen  the  body  away  during  the  preceding  night*^* 
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This  you  say,  contrary,  as  I  suppose,  to  all  interpreters  and  commentators  whatever.  Savs 
Whitby :  *  "  Now  the  next  day  tliat  followed  the  preparation,"  viz.  the  sabbath-day  in  the 
«  morning.'  And  in  like  manner  other  interpreters.  But  the  thing  is  so  plain,  as  scarcely  to 
need  any  paraphrase  or  explication,  and  tiierefore  is  seldom  found  in  commentators.  But  that 
the  meaning  of  the  original  word  is  "  the  next  day,*'  according  to  our  usual  manner  of  speaking, 
is  manifest  from  many  texts,  where  it  is  found.  So  Acts  xxv.  22,  23.  "  Then  Agrippa  said 
unto  Festus :  I  would  also  hear  the  man  myself.  To-morrow,  «uf/ov,  said  he,  thou  shalt  hear 
him.  On  the  morrow,  Ty\  8v  fxai/p/ov,  when  Agrippa  was  come,  and  Bernice  with  great  pomp, 
and  was  entered  into  the  place  of  hearing,  with  the  chief  captains,  and  principal  men  of  the 
city,  at  Festus*  commandment  Paul  was  brought  forth."  I  presume,  that  by  "  to-morrow,  [or] 
on  the  morrow,"  is  not  meant  the  dark  evening,  or  night,  after  sun-setting,  but  "  the  next 
day,"  when  it  was  light,  the  only  proper  season  for  such  an  assembly,  and  the  important  design 
of  it. 

Acts  iv.  5.  "  And  it  came  to  pass,  that  on  the  morrow,  Bytv^ro  Je  fx/  tv^v  avpiovj  their  elders, 
and  rulers,  and  scribes, — were  gathered  together."  The  context  shows,  that  hereby  is  not  meant 
the  night-season,  after  sun-setting,  but  the  next  day,  when  it  would  be  light.  For  it  is  said  at 
ver.  3,  "  And  they  laid  hands  on  them,  and  put  them  in  hold  until  the  next  day,  etg  tj^v  av^m. 
For  it  was  now  even-tide.*' 

Acts  X.  23,  24.  "  Then  called  he  them  in,  and  lodged  them."  And  on  the  morrow,  tij  Zs 
iipccvpiovf  Peter  went  away  with  them,  and  certain  brethren  from  Joppa  accompanied  him.  And 
on  the  morrow  after,  rit  h  eruv^tovf  they  entered  into  Cesarea."  I  do  not  see,  how  the  word  cau 
be  here  understood  of  any  thing,  but  the  morning  of  the  next  day,  after  the  rising  of  the  sun. 
Nor  do  I  think,  that  it  ever  was  understood  otherwise.  See  also  ver.  9,  and  chap.  xx.  7>  xxii.  30, 
and  other  like  places,  which  may  easily  be  found  by  yourself,  or  any  other,  that  wants  farther 
satisfaction. 

It  seems  to  me  somewhat  strange,  that  you  should  misunderstand  a  phrase,  which  has  in  so 
many  places,  invariably,  the  same  meaning,  and  has  always  been  so  understood.  If  the  evan- 
gelist had  intended  the  time  mentioned  by  you,  he  would  have  expressed  it,  in  some  one  of  the 
phrases,  not  unusual  in  the  gospels.  He  would  have  said  :  **  And  when  the  evening  was  now 
come,  [or]  when  the  sun  was  now  set,**  of  which  examples  may  be  seen  Mat.  xiv.  23.  o^i/tag  ii 
yevofLevvfu  John  vi.  16.  ug  ie  o^ut  eyevero.  Mark  i.  32.  o^^tagSe  yevoiievvi;,  ore  eSv  o  viXiog.  Luke  iv. 
40.  Svvovrog  Se  rs  ^Xts* 

And  why  do  you  affix  this  unheard  of  meaning  to  the  word  in  Matt,  xxvii.  62  ?  Let  us  at- 
tend. *  To  have  delayed  it  to  sun-rising  would  have  been  preposterous,  as  the  disciples  might 
*  have  stolen  the  body  away  during  the  preceding  night.*  But,  Sir,  such  reasonings  are  of  no 
avail  against  the  clear  and  express  assertion  of  the  evangelist,  that  the  priests  and  pharisccs  did 
not  go  to  Pilate,  till  the  next  day,  or  the  morrow  after  our  Saviour's  crucifixion  and  burial. 

And  there  are  obvious  reasons  for  such  delay.  The  day,  in  which  our  Lord  was  crucified, 
had  been  a  day  of  full  employment,  and  great  perplexity  to  Pilate.  And  the  Jewish  priests  and 
Pharisees  might  not  judge  it  convenient  to  disturb  him  in  the  evening  of  it.  Possibly  this 
thought  of  a  guard,  to  watch  the  sepulchre,  came  not  into  the  minds  of  any  of  them  that 
evening.  Whenever  the  thought  arose  in  the  minds  of  one,  or  two,  or  some  few  of  them,  it 
would  require  time  to  propose  it  to  others,  and  gather  them  together,  to  go  with  the  request  to 
Pilate.  And  the  mormng  of  the  next  day  was  soon  enough.  For  they  could  none  of  them  sus- 
pect the  disciples  to  be  so  horribly  profane  and  desperate,  as  to  attempt  to  remove  a  dead  body 
on  the  sabbath !  They  therefore  made  provision  against  the  night  that  followed  after  the  sab- 
bath.  Which  was  all  that  could  be  reckoned  needful  in  the  opinion  of  the  most  suspicious.  In- 
deed,  it  is  not  easily  supposable,  that  any  of  those  Jews  did  really  suspect  the  disciples  of  a  de- 
sign to  steal  the  body.  But  they  were  willing  to  cast  upon  them  the  scandal  of  such  a  suppo- 
sition,  the  more  to  bring  them  under  popular  resentment  But  the  contrivance  turned  out  to 
their  own  disadvantage. 

I  seem  to  myself  to  have  now  made  good  the  common  interpretation  of  this  text.  I  have 
advanced  nothing  new.  On  the  next  day,  after  the  crucifixion  of  Jesus,  and  probably,  in  the 
morning  of  that  day,  some  of  the  priests  and  pharisees  went  to  Pilate,  requesting  a  guard  at  the 
sepulchre,  and  he  granted  their  request. 

This  paragraph  of  St.  Matthew  is  so  plain  and  easy,  that  I  have  found  few  notes  upon  it  in 
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commentators :  scarcely  any,  excepting  to  show,  that  by  **  the  day  that  followed  the  dav  of  the 
preparation,"  is  to  be  understood  the  Jewish  sabbath.  However  Grotius  has  a  note,  that  may 
be  proper  to  be  observed.  It  is  to  this  purpose  :  *  The '  council  could  not  sit  on  that  day.  But 
«  after  a  private  consultation  some  of  the  priests  and  senators  of  the  sect  of  the  pharisees  went  to 
«  Pilate,  as  if  they  had  somewhat  to  say  to  him  of  the  utmost  importance.    Nor  had  they  much 

*  difficulty  to  obtain  what  they  requested.' 

III.  I  now  proceed  to  the  next  article  of  my  inquiry,  concerning  *  a  visit  to  the  sepulchre, 
which  you  suppose  to  have  been  intended,  and  attempted  by  some  of  the  women  from  Galilee, 
but  not  perfonned  by  them-"* 

This  is  a  visit  or  journey  to  the  sepulchre,  which  I  do  not  see  in  other  commentators.  Nor 
can  I  discern  it  in  tlie  gospels,  after  all  that  you  have  said  in  favour  of  it  A  part  of  the  title 
or  contents  of  your  14^h  section,  p.  619,  is  this :  *  Mary  Magdalene,  and  Marj^  themotlier  of 
James,  go  out  to  see  the  sepulchre  :  but  are  terrified  by  an  earthquake.' 

P.  620.  *  Matt,  xxviii.  1.  <*  In  the  end  of  the  sabbath,  as  it  began  to  dawn  toward  the  first 

<  day  of  the  week,  came  Mary  Magdalene,  and  the  other  Mary,  to  see  the  sepulchre,"  Ofwpi^o-af, 

*  to  see,  if  the  stone  was  still  at  the  door,  because  by  that  they  could  know,  whether  the  body 

*  was  within.     For  from  John  xix.  42.  it  would  appear,  that  the  friends  of  Jesus  intended  to 

<  carry  him  somewhere  else The  women  knowing  this,  had  reason  to  think,  that  Joseph 

*  would  remove  the  body,  as  soon  as  the  sabbath  was  ended.    Accordingly,  having  bought  the 
«  spices,  they  judged  it  proper  to  send  two  of  their  number,  to  see,  if  Jesus  was  still  in  the  se- 

*  pulchre  :  and,  if  he  was  not,  to  inquire  of  the  gardener  where  he  was  laid :  that  when  the 

*  spices  were  prepared, tliey  might  go  directly  to  the  place,  and  embalm  him.' 

All  fiction,  surely !  Nor  do  I,  as  before  said,  find  this  in  any  commentators,  with  whom 
I  anutcquainted.     However,  let  us  see  what  this  ingenious  author  says  to  support  it. 

P;  620,  621.  *  This  journey  to  the  sepulchre,  by  the  two  Marys,  is  generally  supposed  ta 
'  have  been  undertaken  in  the  morning,  according  to  our  sense  of  Uie  word,  that  is  to  say,  some 
'  time  after  midnight.  But  this  opinion,  though  universally  received,  may  be  justly  called  in 
'  question.     For,  first  of  all,  what  reason  can  be  assigned  for  the  women  not  going  to  see  the 

*  sepulchre,  as  soon  as  the  Jewish  sabbath  was  ended,  that  is,  on  Saturday,  immediately  after 

*  sun-setting,  when  they  had  more  than  an  hour's  twilight  to  carry  them  thither  ?' 

To  which  I  answer,  that  they  could  not  go  then,  because  the  spices  were  not  yet  prepared. 
For  I  shall  show  presently,  that  they  were  not  bought,  till  after  the  Jewish  sabbath  was  ended. 
You  go  on  :  *  In  the  second  place,  since  they  delayed  it  at  all,  why  did  they  go  at  two  or 

*  three  in  the  morning,  rather  than  at  some  more  seasonable  time  ?*     You  should  not  say,  at 

*  two  or  three  in  the  morning.'  For  that  is  not  the  time  intended  by  the  expositors,  with  whom 
you  are  arguing.  You  should  say,  *  four  or  five  in  the  morning.'  So  the  evangelist  tells  us, 
the  women  set  out  early,  "  at  the  dawning  of  the  day,"  that  is,  between  four  and  five  in  the 
morning,  according  to  our  way  of  computation.  They  could  not  go  sooner  with  decency.  And, 
if  the  body  was  to  be  embalmed,  it  was  proper  to  taKe  the  first  opportunity,  and  perform  it  as 
soon  as  could  be  conveniently  done  after  decease.  This,  I  think,  accounts  for  the  women's 
going  to  the  sepulchre,  early  in  the  morning,  at  the  time  supposed  by  all  commentators  in  ge- 
neral. They  would  have  anointed  the  bo^  sooner,  if  they  had  not  been  prevented  by  the 
coming  in  of  the  Jewish  sabbath.  That  being  over,  and  the  spices  prepared,  they  embrace  the 
earliest  season  for  going  to  the  sepulchre. 

Still  you  say,  p.  621 :    *  The  reader  will  be  pleased  to  take  notice,  that  the  time  here  fixed 

*  for  the  women's  first  visit  to  the  sepulchre,  is  capable  of  direct  proof  likewise  from  the  words 

*  of  the  text.     Matt,  xxviii.  1.  "In  the  end  of  the  sabbath,  as  it  began  to  dawn  toward  the 

*  first  day  of  the  week,  came  Mary  Magdalene  and  the  other  Manr  to  see  tlie  sepulchre."    Ac- 

*  cording  to  the  Jewish  form  of  the  day,  the  sabbath  ended,  and  the  first  day  of  tlie  week  began 

*  at  sun-setting,  Lev.  xxiii.  32.     If  so,  Matthew's  description  of  the  time,  when  the  women  set 

*  out  for  the  sepulchre,  fixeth  it  expressly  to  the  evening,  notwithstanding  the  word  "  dawn," 

*  in  our  translation,  falsely  protracts  it  to  some  hour  after  midnight,  being  very  improperly  used 

*  in  this  passage.    The  word  in  the  original  is  £T<<pftwx8(rif.     Which  applied  to  the  Jewish  day, 

•  Non  potuit  eo  die  synedrium  haberi.  Sed  privato  consi-  stunmam  rexnpublicam  pertinente.  Nee  difficulter  ab  co  im- 
liosacerdotom  principesquklamet  senatoresariqui^Fharisaics  petrftmnt  rem^  \a  qu4  illc  nihil  situm  existimabat  Gr.  In 
fiictionis^  Pilatum  conveoiuni^  tamqaam  acturi  de  negotio  ad     Matt,  xxvii.  Gl. 
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*  signifies  simply,  that  "the  day  began,"  without  conveyinff  any  idea  of  hght  at  all.     Contrary, 

*  I  own,  to  its  primar}'  meaning,  which  doubtless  includes  the  notion  of  light,  gradually  increasing 
« in  conformity  to  the  commencement  of  the  day  among  the  Greeks,  who  formed  the  word,  so 

*  as  to  denote  their  own  idea.     But  however  contrary  to  the  analogy  of  the  Greek  language,  this 
«  signification  of  the  word,  ericpuffitsffvi^  may  seem,  it  could  have  no  other  in  the  mouth  of  a  Jew, 

*  whose  days  all  began  at  sun-setting.     Besides,  it  has  this  meaning  without  dispute,  Luke 

*  xxiii.  54,  where  in  the  history  of  our  Lord's  burial,  it  is  said :  "  And  that  day  was  the  day  of 

*  the  preparation,  and  the  sabbath  dawned,'*  £TfCf)«(rxf,  that  is,  was  about  to  begin  :  or,  as  it  is  well 

*  rendered  in  our  version,  "  drew  on."    For  nobody  ever  fancied,  that  Joseph  of  Arimathea,  and 

*  Nicodemus  laid  Jesus  in  the  sepulchre,  when  the  Jewish  sabbath  "  dawned,"  in  the  sense  of  its 
«  becoming  light.     But  the  meaning  which  this  Greek  word  has  in  Luke,  it  may  have  in 

*  Matthew,  or  rather  must  have :  as  it  cannot  be  imagined  that  an  historian,  capable  of  common 

*  accuracy,  much  less  an  inspired  writer,  would  say,  *  it  dawned  toward  the  first  day  of  the 
<  week,'  nine  or  ten  hours  after  the  first  day  of  the  week  began.* 

1  have  made  this  long  quotation  that  I  might  set  your  aimiment  in  its  full  light,  and  that 
you  might  not  complain  that  justice  had  not  been  done  to  it.  In  answer  to  all  which  I  say :  all 
know  very  well,  that  the  Jewish  civil  day,  or  vv^flMftfpov,  began  at  the  setting  of  the  sun.  But 
that  day  was  divided  into  two  parts,  night  and  day^  by  day  meaning  the  natural  day,  or  that  part 
of  the  civil  day  which  is  light.  This  sense  of  the  word  day  is  very  common  in  scripture. 
Ps.  Ixxiv.  16.  "  The  day  is  diine,  the  night  also  is  thine.**  John  xi.  9,  10.  "Jesus  answered: 
Are  there  not  twelve  hours  in  the  day  ?  If  any  walk  in  the  day,  he  stumbleth  not,  because  he 
seeth  the  light  of  the  wcwrld.  But  if  he  walk  in  the  night,  he  stumbleth,  because  there  is  no 
light  in  him.**  In  Matt.  xx.  1 — 16,  is  a  parable  of  the  labourers  hired  to  work  in  a  vineyard 
**  for  a  penny  a  day  :'*  meaning  a  day  of  twelve  hours,  whilst  it  is  light,  and  a  proper  season  for 
labour.  Luke  iv.  42.  "  And  when  it  was  day,  yivoixevvig  Se  H/xfp<t;,  ne  departed,  and  went  into  a 
desert  place."  Acts  xii.  18.  "  Now,  as  soon  as  it  was  day,  yfvojuifv*}^  Sb  *i/x£fac,  there  was  no  small 
stir  among  the  soldiers."  Where,  "  as  soon  as  it  was  day,**  cannot  mean  the  Jewish  civil  day, 
but  day-light.  All  which  is  agreeable  to  that  ancient  and  original  determination  of  the  Deity 
himselfl     Gen.  i.  5.  "  And  God  called  the  light  day,  and  the  darkness  he  called  night." 

Need  I  add  any  more  examples?  They  are  easily  had,  Luke  vi.  13.  "  And  when  it  was  day, 
yuu  oTf  eyevero  vnxe^a,  he  called  unto  him  his  disciples.**  Acts  xxvii.  29.  "  They  cast  four  anchors 
out  of  the  ship,  and  wished  for  the  day."  vivxovro  v^Lspay  yivechui.  Ver.  S3.  "  And  while  the  day 
was  coming  on,  axp^  ^^  »  i^LeXhev  mjLe^a  yevsc^cci^  Paul  besought  them  all  to  take  meat."  I  add  no 
other  texts,  but  that  of  2  Peter  i.  19.  *•  Until  the  day  dawn,  and  the  day-star  arise  in  your 
hearts.*'  i»i  h  v)fjifp«   iiauyucv,,  xa/  0ua<PofOC  avetretXvi  ev  KapSixig  vp^ov. 

That  must  be  the  meaning  of  the  text  in  Matt,  xxviii.  L  <*  In  the  end  of  the  sabbath,  as  it 
began  to  dawn  toward  the  first  day  of  the  week,  came  Mary  Magdalene  and  the  other  Mary  to 
see  the  sepulchre.**  With  which  I  suppose  to  be  parallel,  Mark  xvi.  1,  2.  "  And  when  the 
sabbath  was  past,  Mary  Magdalene,  and  Mary  the  mother  of  James,  and  Salome,  had  bought 
sweet  spices  tnat  they  might  come  and  anoint  him.  And  very  early  in  the  morning,  the  first 
^ay  of  the  week,  they  came  unto  the  sepulchre  at  the  rising  of  the  sun.** 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  Grotius.  And  I  intend  to  transcribe  below  the  observations  of* 
Keuchenius,  which  appear  to  me  to  be  very  material.         ^ 

I  allow  your  interpretation  of  Luke  xxiii.  54,  to  be  right.  But  there  the  word,  fT€4>«<ncf,  is 
used  figuratively,  and  improperly,  though  elegantly,  and  significantly  enough.  I  say  improperly, 
for  you  yourself  say,  jp.  621,  •  That  according  to  its  primary  meaning,  doubtle3s,  the  word 
•  includes  the  notion  01  light  gradually  increasing.' 

However,  after  all,  you  say,  that  this  journey  of  which  you  are  here  speaking,  though  under- 
taken, was  not  performed. 

•  Matt,  xxviii.  1 .  Tij  titipwcicachD  nf  [iiav  cafi^afwy,  &c.  Don  '  diluculam,*  sed  '  solis  *  potius  '  ortam/  hac  locotioue 

Bene  monuit  vir  illustris  H.  Grotiu9>  phrasim  banc  passim  de  designari^  ex  re  ipslk  manifestura  est    Dicitur  enim  Esras 

M>li8  luce  usarpari*  Ad  quam  seDtentiain  adstniendam  uon  pos-  coram  populo  legisse^  '  a  luce.'  Quod  non  tam  £K:ile  a  prim  A 

samnonproducereiosignem1ocum^quioccurritNeh.Tiii.3.ubi  lucis  apparitione,  quam  a  solis  ortu  ftk^um  fuia!9e»  percip 


Bsras  in  libro  legis  fertur  legisse  a  '  luce  usque  ad  medium  diei/     potest.    Quapropter  arbitror,  phrasim  banc  idem  fere  sigDiti- 

care,  quod  apud  Marcum  cap.  xvi.  2.  Xiav  icpwi,  rr^  aias 
a-afifiecriay  avatuXaytos  ra  tJa**.    Pet.  Keuchen.  in  N.T. 


Quod  70  Senes  hoc  modo  vertunt :  Koi  avtyfw  ty  avrw  airo 
TffS  wfxg  re  hafwrit^M  rw  ^>jov  sw(  iff/Ltcr^f  n^s  ijftcpa^.  Unde 
liquet,  Incerpretes  bos  per  '  lucem/  non  nisi  *  solis  lucem  *  vcl     p.  157 
•  octom'  intdlexisse.    Conf.  lxx.  ad  Job  xxxL  16.    £t  sane 
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You  proceed  therefore  at  p,  622,  623.     *  For  these  reasons  I  think  it  probable,  that  the  two 

*  Marys  attempted  to  visit  the  sepulchre  in  the  end  of  the  Jewish  sabbath,  or  about  the  setting 

*  of  the  sun,  on  our  Saturday  evening.     I  say,  attempted  to  visit  the  sepulchre,  because  it  does 

*  not  appear  that  they  actually  went  thither.     While  tliey  were  going,  there  was  a  great  earth- 

*  quake.     This  earthquake,  I  suppose,  frightened  the  women  to  such  a  degree,  that  they  imme- 

*  diately  turned  back.     Or  their  return  may  have  been  rendered  necessary  by  a  storm,  if  this 

*  earthquake  was  attended  with  a  storm The  guards,  it  is  true,  remained  at  the  sepulchre  all 

^  the  while.     But  there  was  a  great  difference  between  the  tempers  of  the  persons .* 

That  these  women  did  not  go,  you  argue  in  this  manner,  in  the  notes,  at  p.  624.  « It  is  true,* 
Matthew  says,  *  that  the  women  "  came  to  see  the  sepulchre.'*     But  the  word  v\Xbsy  which  he 

*  makes  use  of,  does  not  imply  that  they  arrived  at  the  sepulchre.     All,  who  understand  the 

*  Greek,  know  that  fAfle/y  signifies  to  go,  as  well  as  to  come.    See  Mark  vii.  31.  Luke  ii.44,  in 

*  the  original.' 

Well,  let  us  look  into  Mark  vii.  31.  "  And  again,  departing  from  the  coasts  of  Tyre  and 
Sidon,  he  came  unto  the  sea  of  Galilee,  through  the  midst  of  the  coasts  of  Decapolis."  But  how 
is  this  to  your  purpose  ?  Translate  he  went,  instead  of  he  came:  still  he  actually  arrived  at  the 
place  here  spoken  of,  "  the  sea  of  Galilee."     H6  did  not  attempt  only,  but  he  went. 

Again  Luke  ii.  44.  "  But  they,  supposing  him  to  have  been  in  the  company,  went,  iiXfiov,  a 
day's  journey."  Allowing  that  to  be  the  right  reading,  still  Joseph  and  Mary  did  actually  go 
"  a  daj^'s  journey,''  and  not  attempt  it  only. 

So  it  must  be  here  also.  "  At  tl>e  end  of  the  sabbath,  as  it  began  to  dawn  toward  the  first 
day  of  the  week,  came,  [or  went]  Mary  Magdalene  and  the  other  Mary  to  see  the  sepulchre." 
They  did  go.  Consequently,  the  journey  *  attempted,  but  not  performed,'  at  the  setting  of  the  sun, 
is  a  fiction,  without  any  foundation :  for  St.  Matthew  speaks  of  a  journey,  or  visit  to  the  se- 
pulchre, which  these  women  actually  made,  early  in  the  morning.  Which  visit  shall  be  observed 
by  and  by,  as  related  by  the  evangelists. 

For  the  present,  I  stay  a  while,  to  make  some  reflections.  For,  sir,  I  cannot  forbear  to  com- 
plain of  you,  and  expostulate  with  you.  Is  this  to  do  honour  to  the  sacred  history  ?  In  support 
of  this  fictitious  journey,  <  attempted,  but  not  performed,'  you  have  made  many  suppositions, 
without  any  authority  from  the  evangelists.  I  shall  observe  some  of  them  as  distinctly  as  I  can, 
in  so  perplexed  an  argument  as  yours  is. 

Supp.  1.  You  say,  «  From  John  xix.  42,  it  would  appear,  that  the  friends  of  Jesus  intended 

*  to  carry  him  somewhere  else.'  p.  620. 

Supp.  2.  You  suppose  that  the  women  knew  this.  Your  words,  in  the  same  page,  are:  *  The 

*  women  knowing  this,  had  reason  to  think  that  Joseph  would  remove  the  body  as  soon  as  the 
^  sabbath  was  ended.' 

Where  is  your  authority  for  these  suppositions  ?  If  the  friends  of  Jesus  intended  to  carry  him 
somewhere  else,  and  the  women  knew  this,  that  intention  would  have  manifested  itself  when  the 
women  came  to  the  sepulchre,  and  missed  the  body:  or  when  John  and  Peter  came  thither,  and 
likewise  found  not  the  body.  If  they  had  before  knoA^Ti,  that  such  a  removal  was  intended  by 
any  of  their  own  number,  or  by  Joseph,  they  would  not  have  been  in  such  surprise  at  not  finding 
the  body,  as  they  were.  Some  of  them  would  presently  have  said :  *  The  body  indeed  is  gone. 
But  we  need  not  be  very  uneasy  abotit  it.  Undoubtedly  Joseph  has  removed  it  to  some  other 
place,  and  taken  good  care  of  it.  Let  us  therefore  go  to  him  and  inquire.'  But  no  such 
speeches  as  these  drop  from  any  of  them.  When  Mary  Magdalene  had  been  at  the  sepulchre, 
and  saw  the  stone  to  be  taken  away,  and  the  body  not  within  :  "  she  runneth,  and  cometb  to 
Simon  Peter,  and  the  other  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved,  and  saith  unto  them  :  They  have  taken 
away  the  Lord  out  of  the  sepulchre.  And  we  know  not  where  Ihey  have  laid  him,"  John  xx. 
1,  2.  She  did  not  suppose  that  to  have  been  done  by  friends,  but  by  strangers,  whom  she  knew 
nothing  of.  And  Peter,  as  related  by  St.  Luke  xxiv.  12.  "  ran  to  the  sepulchre,  and  stooping 
down  he  beheld  the  linen  clothes  laid  by  themselves,  and  departed  wondering  in  himself  at  that 
which  was  come  to  pass." 

Nevertheless  this  notion  of  the  intention  of  Joseph,  or  the  disciples,  to  remove  the  body  else- 
where, has  taken  such  possession  of  your  mind,  that  in  your  argument  to  support  the  early 
attempted  journey,  you  impute  to  the  women  an  apprehension,  that  the  body  had  been  removed 
even  during  tlie  sabbath,  and  before  it  ended.     For  you  say,  p.  621,  *  It  is  much  more  probaWe 

*  that  by  appointment  of  the  rest,  and  in  conformity  to  their  own  inclinations,  the  two  set  out 
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♦  for  the  sepulchre  on  Saturday  evening,  according  to  our  form  of  the  day,  perhaps,  at  about  six 
« or  seven  at  night/     And  p.  620.  *  Accordingly,  having  bought  the  spices,  they  judged  it 

•  proper  to  send  two  of  their  number,  to  see  if  Jesus  was  still  in  the  sepulchre,  and  if  not, 

•  to  inquire  of  the  gardener  where'  he  vjas  *  laid/     And  at  the  top  of  p.  621,  you  ask,  *  What 

•  reason  can  be  assigned  for  the  women's  not  going  to  see  the  sepulchre,  as  soon  as  the  Jewish 

*  sabbath  was  ended,  that  is,  on  Saturday  immediately  after  sun-setting,  when  they  had  more 

*  than  an  hour's  twilight  to  carry  them  thither?'  And  at  the  bottom  of  p.  622,  you  suppose  this^ 
visit  was  attempted,  *  In  the  end  of  the  Jewish  sabbath,  or  about  the  setting  of  the  sun,  on  our 

*  Saturday  evening/ 

Therefore,  before  their  setting  out,  which,  according  to  you,  was,  *  as  soon  as  the  Jev/ish 
sabbath  was  ended,  immediately  after  sun-setting,  or  about  the  setting  of  the  sun,*  they  had  a 
suspicion  that  Joseph  had  already  removed  the  body,  and  were  in  great  doubt  about  it ;  but,  if 
at  that  time  they  had  any  suspicion  or  doubt  whether  the  body  was  *  still  in  the  sepulchre,' 
they  must  have  had  a  suspicion,  that  it  had  been  removed  by  Joseph,  before  the  sabbath  was 
over.  But  I  apprehend,  that  none  could  admit  in  their  minds  any  suspicion,  that  a  pious  Jew 
(as  Joseph  certainly  was)  would  remove  a  dead  body  on  the  sabbath  day ! 

Supp.  3.  p.  623.  *  While  they  were  going,  there  was  a  great  earthquake.'  For  this  you  have 
no  authority  from  the  gospels.  The  women  as  you  say,  set  out  for  the  sepulchre  at  *  about  six 
or  seven  in  the  evening,  immediately  after  sun-setting.'  But  there  is  no  reason  to  think  from. 
St.  Matthew,  or  any  other  evangelist,  that  there  was  an  earthquake  at  Jerusalem  at  that  time; 
The  earthquake,  of  which  you  speak,  must  have  happened  soon  after  the  women  set  out,  near 
Jerusalem,  and  early  in  the  evening,  which  seems  not  to  be  the  time  of  the  earthquake  mentioned 
by  St.  Matthew. 

Supp.  4.  You  say,  p.  624,  *  Tliis  earthquake,  I  suppose,  terrified  the  women  to  such  a 
<  degree  that  they  immediately  turned  back.'     «  Yet  the  guards  remained  at  the  sepulchre  all 

♦  the  while.'     Suppositions, for  which  tliere  is  no  ground:  for  there  is  no  intimation  in  the 

fospels  that  any  of  the  women  followers  of  Jesus  were  affrighted  by  an  earthquake:  nor  that  the 
Loman  soldiers  stayed  near  the  sepulchre,  after  the  earthquake  mentioned  by  St.  Matthew, 
which  is  the  only  earthquake  spoken  of  at  all  about  this  season.  Nor  is  it  said,  that  the 
soldiers  were  seen  by  the  women,  or  by  the  disciples,  who  came  to  the  sepulchre,  early  in  the 
morning. 

iSupp.  5.  You  say,  at  p.  625,  <  That  the  angel's  appearance  was  ushered  in  with  a  great 
«  earthquake  and  a  storm,  which  lasted  several  hours.'  I  do  not  see  any  intimatioifl^f  this  long: 
storm  in  the  gospels.  It  is  a  contrivance  of  yours,  to  support  your  fictitious  journey,  begun  and 
attempted,  but  not  finished,  early  in  the  evening,  soon  after  sim-setting.  The  earthquake,  men» 
tioned  by  St.  Matthew,  was  sudden  and  instantaneous,  or  however,  of  no  long  duration,  im- 
mediately preceding,  or  accompanying  the  appearance  of  the  ^  angeL 

Supp.  6.  In  arguing  for  this  imaginary  journey,  you  suppose,  that  for  a  while  the  weather 
was  cloudy  and  rainy.  Your  words  at  p.  621,  are,  *  To  conclude,  it  cannot  be  said,  that  this 
« journey  was  too  great  to  be  undertaken  in  the  evening :  for  the  sepulchre  was  nigh  to  the  city^ 
«  John  xix.  20.     It  may  be  said  indeed,  that  it  was  always  full  moon  at  the  passover :  and  there*^ 

♦  fore  that  the  middle  of  the  night  was  as  proper  a  season  for  their  visit  as  any.     It  would  not^ 

*  however,  be  a  proper  season,  if  the  weather  was  either  rainy  or  cloudy  then,  as  it  seems  actually 

*  to  have  been.     Tnis  I  gather  from  John  xx.  1,  where  we  are  told,  that  in  the  morning,  when 

•  Mary  Magdalene  came  to  the  sepulchre,  it  was  dark.' 

But  those  words  **  early  [or  in  the  morning]  when  it  was  yet  dark,"  xf«/  (THonag  trt  strvi^, 
denote  no  more,  than  that  it  was  not  yet  full  day-light,  or  that  the  sun  was  not  risen,  or,  according 
to  Dr.  Clarke's  paraphrase :  *  Very  early,  before  it  was  yet  day-light.'  To  the  same  purpose 
are  the  two  Latin  versions  of  Beza  and  the  Vulgate,  which  here  agree  exactly..  Maria  Magda- 
lene venit  mane,  cum  adhuc  tenebrae  essent.  Those  words  do  not  denote  the  terdperature  of 
the  air,  but  the  time  of  the  day. 

However  of  the  bad  weather  at  that  time,  you  speak  also  in  some  other  places,  particularly 

•  And  just  before,  at  the  top  of  p.  620,  you  say,  '  The         ^  '  Terr*  motus  factus  est  magnus.*]  Motus  hie  signum 

*  women  went  to  "  see  ihe  sepulchre,**  {Bswfyjirai)  to  see  if  the  fuit  secuturac  oifrao'las,  satis  notum  Judaico  populo.  P«.  IxTiiu 

*  stone  was  still  at  Uie  door,  because  by  that  they  could  know  8,  Q.  xcix.  1.  cxiv.  6,^  7.  Grot,  ad  Matt.  xxvuL  2. 
f  whether  the  body  was  within.' 
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p.  643.  <  The  atorni»  the  earthquake,  and  the  vision  that  accompanied  this  astonishing  event, 

*  had  driven  the  soldiers  away  from  tlie  sepulchre.     Impelled  therefore  by  their  fears  and  the 

*  weather,  they  would  take  shelter  in  the  first  house  they  could  find.     And  as  they  fled  away 

<  about  the  time  that  Jesus  arose,  they  would,  prob^ly,  sleep  till  momine.    Or,  though  the 

*  terror  they  were  in  hindered  them  from  sleeping,  they  would  stay  nevertheless^  having  no  incli* 

<  nation  to  go  out  in  such  a  stormy  night.' 

So  you  are  pleased  to  write.  Nevertheless  I  discern  not  any  intimations  in  the  evangelists 
what  the  weather  was  at  that  time.  And  if  the  evangelists  have  said  nothing  about  it,  we  can 
form  no  determinations  concerning  it.  And  for  aught  that  is  said  by  them  during  the  period 
of  our  Lord*s  lying  in  the  grave,  it  may  have  been  all  calm  and  serene,  till  the  time  appointed 
for  his  rising  out  of  it.  When  on  a  sudden,  there  was  a  forcible  concussion  of  the  earth  and  air, 
preceding,  or  accompanying  the  presence  of  the  angel,  who  descended  from  heaven,  and  came 
and  rolled  back  the  stone  from  the  door  of  the  sepulchre.  After  which  also,  so  far  as  we 
know,  the  air  was  calm  and  serene.  For  the  women,  and  some  of  the  disciples,  came  early  out 
of  the  city  to  the  sepulchre,  without  any  difficulties  arising  from  bad  weather,  so  far  as  we 
can  observe. 

The  several  suppositions  above  mentioned,  appear  to  me  to  be  made  by  you  altq^ther 
without  any  ground  or  foundation  from  the  evangelists :  and  therefore  they  are  unjustifiable, 
and  must  be  of  bad  consequence.  What  history  can  stand  before  such  treatment?  tt  must  be 
perverted.  It  will  be  altered,  and  made  somewhat  very  difierent  from  what  it  really  is.  Heedless 
and  inattentive  readers  ^of  which  there  are  too  many)  are  amused  and  entertained,  and  not  care- 
fully consulting  the  ori^mal,  they  admit  such  suppositions  as  parts  of  the  history,  though  they  are 
not  mentioned  nor  implied  in  it. 

IV.  I  now  proceed  to  my  fourth  inquiry,  which  relates  to  « the  preparing  the  ^ices  by  the 
women  from  Galilee  to  anoint  the  body  of  Jesus.' 

The  accounts  which  we  have  of  tnis  are  in  two  evangelists  only.  St.  Mark  havin^^  at  the 
end  of  ch.  xv.  said :  «  And  Mary  Magdalene,  and  Mary  the  mother  of  Joses,  beheld  where  he 
was  laid,''  begins  tlie  xvi.  chapter  in  this  manner:  "  And  when  the  sabbath  was  past,  Mary 
Magdalene,  and  Mary  the  mother  of  James,  and  Salome,  had  bought  [or  brought]  sweet  spices, 
that  the^  might  come  and  anoint  him."  St.  Luke  xxiii.  55,  56.  xxiv.  1.  ''  And  the  women 
also,  which  came  with  him  from  Galilee,  followed  after,  and  beheld  the  sepulchre,  and  how  the 
body  was  laid.  And  they  returned,  and  prepared  spices  and  ointments,  and  rested  the  sabbath 
day,  accorfling  to  the  commandment.  Now  upon  the  first  day  of  the  week,  very  early  in  the 
morning,  thev  came  unto  th»  sepulchre,  bringing  the  spices  which  they  had  prepared,  and  certain 
others  with  them." 

I  understand  that  narrative  in  this  manner.  When  the  crucifixion  was  over,  and  the  women 
here  spoken  of  had  seen  our  Lord  laid  in  the  sepulchre,  they  returned  to  Jerusalem,  to  their 
apartment  there,  and  rested  on  the  sabbath  day,  which  was  now  coming  on,  if  not  already  begun. 
And  when  the  sabbath  was  over,  in  the  evening  they  bought  sweet  spices,  and  earl^  in  the 
morning,  on  the  first  day  of  the  week,  they  went  to  the  sepulchre,  carrying  the  spices  with  them, 
in  order  to  anoint  the  body,  according  to  their  intention. 

Your  way  of  reconciling  these  two  accounts  is  this.     P.  617.  *  This  is  not  inconsistent  with 

*  Mark  xvi.  1,  where  we  are  told,  that  they  bought  spices  after  Ae  sabbath  was  ended.  It 
«  seems,  the  quantity,  which  according  to  lluke  had  been  provided  and  prepared  on  the  night 

*  of  the  crucifixion,  was  too  small :  or  the  sabbath  coming  on,  they  had  not  tune  to  procure  all 
« the  ingredients  that  were  necessary.    For  which  reason  they  went  the  first  day  of  the  week, 

*  and  bought  more.* 

I  rather  think,  that  all  the  spices  which  they  wanted  were  bought  at  once,  and  in  the 
evening,  after  the  sabbath  was  ended,  as  St.  Mark  says.  Nor  need  St.  Luke  to  be  otherwise  under- 
stood.   You  can  help  us  out  here.     For  you  say.  Prelim.  Obser.  iii.  p.  14.  •  Matthew  and  Luke 

<  giving  the  history  of  our  Lord's  public  entry  mto  Jerusalem,  connect  the  purging  the  temple 

<  therewith,  as  if  both  happened  in  one  day.  Nevertheless,  from  the  more  particular  account 
«  which  Mark  gives  of  these  aflSiirs,  it  appears,  that  on  the  day  of  his  public  entiy,  Jesus  did  not 

*  ffo  into  the  temple  till  the  evening,  when  the  market,  usually  kept  in  the  court  of  the 
«  Grentiles,  which  he  intended  to  prohibit,  was  over,  and  that  he  did  not  reform  this  abuse  till 
« d\e  next  day.* 

So  it  is  here.    Nor  is  St  Luke  to  be  understood  to  say,  that  they  prepared  any  spices  that 
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day.  He  is  to  be  understood  in  this  manner.  •  And  they  returned,  and  prepared  spices  and 
«  ointments.     Nevertheless  they  rested  the  sabbath  day,  according  to  the  commandment.     AncT 

<  deferred  preparing  them  till  that  was  over.* 

In  your  Chronological  Dissertations,  p.  88.  You  say:  «  Luke  also  insinuates,  that  Jesus  was 
«  crucified  on  the  preparation  of  the  passover.     For  he  tells  us,  ch.  xxiii.  56,  that  when  the 

<  women  had  viewed  our  Lord's  sepulchre,  and  how  his  body  was  laid,  *<  they  returned,  and 
«  rested  according  to  the  commandment.**  It  seems  the  sabbath  began  about  the  time  they  were 
y  at  the  sepulchre.' 

Which  indeed  I  take  to  be  the  truth  of  the  case.  By  the  time  the  funeral  rites  were  finished, 
and  whilst  they  were  yet  at  the  sepulchre,  the  day  closed,  the  sun  set,  and  the  sabbath  came  on. 
After  which  the  women,  and  the  other  company  there  present,  might  without  any  scruple  of 
their  own,  and  without  offence  to  others,  walk  thence  to  their  apartments,  or  their  habitations, 
at  Jerusalem.     But  after  that,  no  work  could  be  done  until  after  the  sabbath  was  over. 

Nor  do  I  see  how  it  could  be  otherwise.  For  our  Lord  did  not  expire,  as  all  allow,  till  the 
•«  ninth  hour  of  the  day,**  or  our  three  after  noon,  "there  came  a  rich  man  of  Arimathea,  named 
Joseph,  who  also  himself  was  Jesus*  disciple.  He  went  to  Pilate  and  begged  the  body  of  Jesus : 
then  Pilate  commanded  the  body  to  be  delivered.'*  Compare  Mark  xv.  4^ — 15,  and  Luke  xxiii. 
50—^3,  and  John  xix.  38.  But  we  are  told  by  St.  Mark,  in  the  place  just  referred  to,  that 
when  Joseph  presented  that  request,  "  Pilate  marvelled  if  he  were  already  dead :  and  calling 
for  the  centurion,  he  asked  him  whether  he  had  been  any  while  dead.  And  when  he  knew  it, 
he  gave  the  body  to  Joseph.**  That  would  take  up  some  time.  For  the  centurion,  undoubtedly, 
was  at  the  place  of  execution,  attending  the  bodies.  Nor  could  he  remove  from  that  place 
without  special  order  from  the  governor  himself.  Whether  by  **  calling  for  the  centurion,*'  be 
intended,  that  Pilate  commanded  him  to  come  to  him,  that  he  might  himself  speak  to  him  :  or 
whether  there  be  only  meant,  that  Pilate  sent  a  messenger  to  the  centurion,  and  received  an 
answer  from  him  by  that  messenger,  I  do  not  determine :  either  way  some  time  was  required 
to  give  Pilate  satisfaction  upon  this  head. 

Nevertheless,  I  will  supjpose  that  much  time  was  not  lost  by  that  means :  for  Joseph  and 
Nicodemus  might  take  it  tor  granted  that  the  body  would  not  be  refiised,  but  would  be 
delivered  to  them  at  their  request:  and  *  immediately  after  the  Lord  Jesus  had  expired,  they 
might  begin  to  make  preparations  for  his  burial.  However,  the  performing  the  funeral  rites,  as 
related  by  St.  John,  might  fully  occupy  the  space  of  time  that  followed,  tiU  sun-setting.  Nor  is 
it  conceivable  that  the  women  could  get  back  to  Jerusalem  before  the  sabbath  was  begu))^  or  very 
near  beginning,  at  the  soonest,  that  is,  the  time  of  sun-setting,  or  our  six  after  noon. 

At  p.  620,  you  speak  of  the  women  pounding  and  mxing  die  spices.  *  Accordingly,  having 
« bought  the  spices,  they  judged  it  proper  to  send  two  of  their  number  to  see  if  Jesus  was  still  in 

*  the  sepulchre ^that  when  the  spices  were  prepared,  that  is,  pounded,  mixed,  and  melted  into 

*  an  ointment,  they  might  go  directly  to  the  place  and  embalm  him.* 

I  eannot  believe  that  there  was  any  occasion  for  this.  These  women  were  not  inhabitants  of 
Jerusalem,  but  had  come  up  thither  with  our  Lord  as  attendants  upon  him  at  the  time  of  the 
passover.  I  see  not  how  they  should  be  furnished  with  pestles  anu  mortars,  and  other  vessels 
for  pounding,  mixing,  and  melting  spices.  I  rather  think  they  bought  spices  already  mixed  into 
an  ointment,  prepared  and  fitted  n>r  the  use  intended  by  them.  In  countries  where  embalming 
was  in  use,  and  where  they  buried  soon  after  men  had  expired,  and  especially  in  ^reat  cities, 
and  near  them,  such  as  Jerusalem,  there  must  have  been  shops,  or  warehouses  of  apotnecaries,  or 
embdmers  or  confectioners,  where  spices  of  all  sorts,  proper  for  funeral  rites,  and  also  bandages 
and  rollers  might  be  had,  and  upon  the  shortest  notice,  for  all  sorts  of  persons,  according  to  their 
several  circumstances.  We  have  an  instance  of  this  in  the  burial  of  our  Saviour.  His  cruci* 
fixion  and  death  were  unlooked  for  by  his  friends.  Nevtertheless,  as  soon  as  he  had  expired, 
Joseph  of  Arimathea  and  Nicodemus  came  to  the  place,  *'  bringing  a  mixture  of  myrrh  and 
aloes,  about  an  hundred  pound  weight.  And  they  took  the  bo^  of  Jesus,  and  wound  it  in 
linen  clothes,  {]or  bandages,]  with  spices,  as  the  manner  of  the  Jews  is  to  bury** iSv^cav 

^  Apparemment  -que  Joseph  fit  ses  appareHi,  et  assembla  les  ^ent  dcmt  il  aroit  beMmi  pour  k  s^ullure  de  Jesus  Chr'nSt, 

d^s  qu  il  le  rk  crocifi£.    Le  Clerc  sor  Marc  xr.  42. 
VOL.  V.  3  7 
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And  that  the  Jews  of  that  time  buried  soon  after  decease,  we  see  in  the  instances  of  Anania9 
and  Sapphira,  Acts  v.  1 — 10.  It  also  appears  in  the  history  of  Lazarus.  John  xi.  39.  "  Jesuf 
said.  Take  away  the  stone.  Martha,  the  sister  of  him  who  was  dead,  saith  unto  him :  Ix)rd,  by 
this  time  he  smelleth:  for  he  has  been  dead  four  days."  Tfrapra/oc  yap  tqu  You,  Sir,  are  pleased 
to  say  in  your  Harmony,  sect.  c.  p.  418 :  *  When  Jesus  and  his  disciples  were  come  nigh  to 

•  Bethany,  they  heard  from  some  of  the  inhabitants  that  Lazarus  was  four  days  buried.    Where- 

<  fore^  as  a  day  or  two  must  have  been  spent  in  making  preparations  for  the  burial,  he  could  not 

•  well  be  less  than  five  days  dead  when  Jesus  arrived.* 

Your  computation  is  wrong.  Lazarus  was  buried  on  the  day,  in  which  he  died.  John  xL  17* 
"  Then,  when  Jesus  came,  he  found  that  he  had  lain  in  the  grave  four  days  already.'*  But 
those  days  are  not  to  be  reckoned  complete.  It  was  the  fourth  day  since  he  was  buried,  on 
which  also  he  had  died.  You  know  very  well  how  th^  sacred  writers  compute  days.  Matt.  xii.  4. 
•^  For  as  Jonas  was  three  days  and  three  nights  in  the  whale's  belly:  so  shall  the  Son  of  man  be 
three  days  and  three  nights  in  the  heart  of  the  earth/*  You  do  not  thereby  understand  three 
complete  days  and  nights.  If  Lazarus  had  been  dead  more  than  four  days  Martha  would  have 
said  so.  For  corruption  of  bodies  does  not  commence  merely  from  the  time  of  burial,  but  fraai 
the  time  of  death.     And,  says  Cyril  of  Alexandria, '  *  Jesus  brought  Lazarus  out  of  the  grave, 

*  now  dead,  and  stinking,  on  the  fourth  day  after  his  death.*  So  says  Cyril,  who,  as  I  thinks 
must  have  understood  Greek  as  well  as  any  modem  critics.  This  is  the  same  computation  of 
the  time  of  Lazarus*s  death,  which  was  made  long  ago  in  a  tract  *  which  you  just  now  quoted 
with  approbation. 

These  good  women  of  Galilee,  then,  as  I  suppose,  bought  the  spices  they  wanted,  ready 
prepared,  and  mixed  into  an  ointment,  in  the  evening,  after  the  sabbath  was  over.  And,  when 
they  had  so  done,  as  I  apprehend,  they  went  to  rest,  trusting  in  God,  as  other  good  men  and 
women  do :  that  they  might  be  composed,  and  the  better  fitted  for  the  intended  service  of  the 
ensuing  day.  This  is  to  be  understood,  so  far  as  was  consistent  with  the  greatness  of  their  con- 
cern for  what  had  lately  happened  to  their  much  respected  Lord  and  Master. 

What  these  women  designed,  we  cannot  say  exactly.  But  I  dare  say,  it  was  not  what  you 
suppose,  p.  617*  *  That  they  might  embalm  tneir  dead  Lord  by  anointing  and  swathing  him  in 
«  a  proper  manner.*  For  I  think,  he  was  properly  swathed,  or  rolled,  before.  And  any  altera- 
tion  of  the  rollers,  or  bandages,  would  have  been  inconsistent  with  that  respect,  which  was  due 
to  the  body  of  Jesus.  What  they  aimed  at,  I  say,  I  do  not  know.  But,  possibly  they  intended 
to  rub  ointment  on  the  outside  of  the  bandages,  to  fill  up  the  spaces,  or  interstices,  which  there 
might  be,  and  to  add  to  the  fragrancy  of  the  spices,  which  had  been  already  made  use  of. 

After  all,  I  do  not  think  it  was  any  great  matter,  which  was  intended  by  them.  And  to  me 
it  seems,  that  you  speak  too  slightly  of  what  had  been  done  by  Joseph  of  Arimathea,  and  Nico- 
demus.  Your  words  at  p.  617  are  these:  "  The  Galilean  women,  who  had  waited  on  Jesus  itl 
«  his  last  moments,  and  accompanied  him  to  the  sepulchre,  observing,  that  his  funeral  rites  were 

•  performed  in  a  hurry,  (the  body  being  rolled  in  nothing  but  a  mixture  of  myrrh  and  aloes> 

♦  which  Nicodemus  brought)  agreed  among  themselves  to  come  when  the  sabbath  was  passed>^ 

<  and  embalm  their  dead  Lord,  by  anointing  and  swathing  him  in  a  proper  manner.     Accord- 

*  ingly,  when  he  was  laid  in  the  sepulchre,  they  returned  to  the  city,  and  bought  what  otlier 

*  spices  were  necessary  for  that  purpose:  Nicodemus  having  furnished  a  mixture  only  of  myrrh 

♦  and  aloes.' 

I  must  take  the  liberty  to  say,  this  manner  of  speaking  is  unjustifiable,  after  the  accounts 
which  we  have  of  our  Loras  interment  by  all  the  evangelists,  before  referred  to,  and  particularly 
by  St.  John,  ch.  xiv.  38 — tO.  **  After  this  Joseph  of  Arimathea — ^took  the  body  of  Jesus.  And 
there  came  also  Nicodemus, — and  brought  a  mixture  of  myrrh  and  aloes,  about  an  hundred 
pounds  weight.  Then  took  they  the  body  of  Jesus,  and  wound  it  in  linen  cloths,  with  the 
spices,  as  the  manner  of  the  Jews  is  to  bury.  Ea«6ov  bv  to  cufia  th  Ii^c«,  nai  f  J»j(r«v  avro  o6ovmg 
^iTA  T«v  apwfjurrwv,  x«Swf  t^OQ  s^i  rotg  loSctioig  ivraQ>ia^eiv» 

The  funeral  rites  were  performed  with  expedition,  but  not,  properly  speaking,  in  a  hurry. 
And  when  St.  John  says  that  the  "  body  was  wound  up  in  linen  cloths,^  with  the  spices,  as  the 

•  Tty  SvcufiT}  fsxpy,  ftira  nta^v  fyjs  reXevnjf  ^jxc^af ,  ex  h}xrj$  e^aytv.    Cyril  in  Jo.  xi.  -44.  T.  IV.  p.  (JSgu 
^  See  Vindication  of  three  of  our  Saviour's  Miracles,  against  Woolston^  page  344^  note  \ 
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Manner  of  the  Jews  is  to  bury:"  I  think  he  means  as  they  use  to  biiry  persons  of  distinction. 
For  to  such  only  spices  and  aromatic  gums  belong.  I  think,  that  to  be  implied  also  in  the 
original  word,  evraCptal^eiy.  Nor  was  Lazarus,  the  friend  of  Jesus,  buried  in  that  manner.  His 
body  was  bound  or  swathed  in  rollers.  But  there  was  no  mixture  of  spices.  For  he  was  sup- 
posed to  smell  after  he  had  been  dead  not  more  than  four  days.  And  whereas  you  use  the 
expression,  *  rolled  in  nothing  but  a  mixture  of  myrrh  and  aloes,*  and  again,  *  a  mixture  only 
«  of  myrrh  and  aloes :'  I  think  there  can  be  no  reason  to  doubt  that  they  were  such  spices,  as 
were  most  proper  for  the  purpose.  So  '  says  Grotius.  And  all  was  done,  as  may  be  reasonably 
supposed,  after  the  best  manner,  by  the  hands  of  an  apothecary,  or  confectioner,  or  perfumer, 
skilful  in  performing  funeral  rites.  There  must  have  been  many  such  in  Jerusalem.  And 
those  two  great  and  rich  men,  Joseph  and  Nicodemus,  would  procure  one  of  the  best  and  most 
proper  for  the  service  intended  by  them.  Such  men  as  these  seem  to  be  meant  in  Eccles. 
xxxviii.  4,  7,  8.  **  The  Lord  has  created  medicines  out  of  the  earth — ^with  such  does  the  physi- 
cian heal  men,  and  take  away  their  pains.  Of  such  does  the  apothecary  make  a  confection,*' 
or  mixture,  /x/y/xtf,  the  word  used  by  St.  John.  "  And  of  his  works  there  is  no  end."  •  See  Gro- 
tius upon  the  place.  There  must  have  been  at  Jerusalem  several  of  this  profession,  Unguentarii, 
who  were  able  to  perform  ftmeral  rites  in  a  proper  manner,  in  the  space  of  three  hours.  And 
Nicodemus  and  Joseph,  would,  besides,  have  the  attendance  of  such  of  their  servants  as  could 
be  of  any  use  upon  this  occasion.  A  representation  of  our  Saviour's  body,  embalmed,  and 
swathed  and  brought  to  the  door  of  the  sepulchre,  may  be  seen  in  Chifflet.  And  I  suppose, 
that  the  justness  of  the  representation  is  allowed  by  antiquarians. 

V.  I  come  now  to  tlie  fifth  and  last  article  of  my  inquiry,  and  the  most  important  of  all : 
the  journey  of  these  women  to  the  sepulchre,  and  the  appearances  of  our  Lord  to  them,  and 
to  others  after  his  resurrection.* 

Here  I  cannot  forbear  saying,  that  your  harmony  of  this  part  of  the  evangelical  history  is 
very  perplexed,  and  intricate.  Your  words  at  p.  634.  are  these.  *  It  may  seem  strange,  that 
« in  the  accounts,  which  the  evangelists  have  given  of  our  Lord*s  resurrection,  there  is  not  the 
least  mention  made  of  the  disciples  meeting  one  another  in  the  way,  although  they  went  seve- 
ral times  backward  and  forward,  in  separate  companies,  between  their  lodgings  in  the  city  and . 
the  sepulchre.  On  the  contrary,  the  circumstances  of  the  history,  oblige  us  to  suppose,  that 
they  did  not  meet  one  another.  But  there  is  nothing  improbable  in  all  this.  For,  as  Jerusa* 
lem  was  a  great  city,  the  apostles'  lodging  misht  be  at  the  distance  of  a  mile  or  two  from  that 
extremity  of  it,  which  was  nearest  to  the  sepulchre.  And  therefore  from  their  lodging  to  the 
sepulchre  there  might  be  several  diflferent  ways  through  the  city,  all  equaUy  convenient.  Far- 
ther, Calvary,  where  our  Lord  was  crucified,  is  said  to  have  been  "  nigh  unto  the  city,"  John 
xix.  20.  But  it  would  be  nigh,  though  it  was  at  the  distance  of  half  a  mile.  Suppose  it  how- 
ever to  have  been  only  a  litUe  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  In  this  place,  or  nigh  to  it, 
[ev  TOTu]  was  the  garden,  where  our  Lord  was  buried,  John  xix.  41.  Yet  the  garden  might  be 
on  the  side  of  Calvary,  which  was  farthest  from  Jerusalem.  Wherefore,  as  it  was  a  spacious 
garden,  the  sepulchre  could  not  well  be  nearer  the  city  than  half  a  mile.  It  may  however 
have  been  at  the  distance  of  a  whole  mile,  consistently  enough  with  the  description,  which 
John  has  given  of  its  situation.  On  either  supposition,  there  mav  have  been  different  roads 
from  Joseph's  villa  and  garden  to  the  city.  Besides,  as  Jerusalem  was  walled  round,  the 
apostles'  lodging  might  be  so  situated,  that  persons  going  from  thence  to  Joseph's  garden, 
could  come  out  of  the  city  by  different  gates.  To  conclude,  the  garden,  where  the  sepulchre 
was,  might  have  more  doors  than  one,  and  several  shady  walks  in  it,  leading  to  the  sepulchre. 
On  these  suppositions,  it  is  easy  to  imagine,  that  the  disciples  and  the  women,  who  went  to 
and  from  the  sepulchre,  may  have  missed  each  other  by  taking  their  rout  through  different 
streets  of  the  city,  or  different  roads  in  the  field:  or  they  may  have  been  hid  from  one  another 
by  the  shady  walks  of  the  garden,  in  which  the  sepulchre  stood.' 
So  you  write.  But  should  you  not  have  been  led  to  suspect  a  scheme,  which  needs  so  many 
suppositions  to  support  it  ?  If  the  women  and  the  disciples  never  met  each  other,  in  passing  to 
and  from  the  sepulchre,  may  it  not  afford  reason  to  believe,  that  they  did  not  make  so  many 
journeys  separately,  as  you  have  supposed?  How  many  of  those  journeys  you  have  found  in  the 

f [uyiMi.  criJAj^mis  xeu  aXoij;.    Quae  aromata  ad  hnnc  usum  optima  habcbantnr.    Grot,  ad  Joan.  xix.  39. 
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evangelists,  or  ingeniously  contrived  for  them;  I  should  hot  be  able  to  say  distinctly,  were  it 
not  for  a  note,  which  you  have  placed  at  the  bottom  of  p.  657$  658,  where  you  say:  « if  the 

*  reader  desires  a  more  compendious  view  of  the  several  journeys  to  the  sepulchre,  and  of  the 

*  1  elation,  which  they  bear  to  one  another,  he  may  take  it  as  follows/  Where  you  reckon  twelve 
in  number,  the  last  of  which  is  this :  *  12.  In  the  evening,  the  disciples  arrive  from  Emmaus, 

*  and  while  they  are  telling  their  story,  Jesus  himself  appears/ 

There  are,  undoubtedly,  some  real,  or  seeming  difficulties  in  this  part  of  the  evangelical 
history.  Which,  as  seems  to  me,  have  been  of  late  increased  and  multiplied  by  annotators,  and 
other  writers,  and  not  at  all  diminished  by  yourself.  This  being  the  case,  I  have  found  mypelf 
to  be  under  a  disability  to  unfold  it  by  my  own  skill  only.  I  have  therefore,  upon  this  occasion, 
had  recourse  to  a  learned  and  judicious  friend :  who,  I  before  knew,  had  some  uncommon  obser- 
vations upon  this  subject.     The  answer,  with  which  he  has  favoured  me,  is  to  this  purpose. 

*  I  never  could  bring  my  mind  to  think,  that  Christ  appeared  first  to  Mary  Magdalene  sgia- 

*  rately,  but  that  his  first  appearance  was  to  the  watch :  who,  I  think,  saw  the  angel,  and  the 

*  rolling  aw^  of  the  stone,  as  well  as  felt  the  aeicfufv  fLeyav,  attending  the  presence  and  action  of  the 
^  angeU  for  i^r  of  whom  the  keepers  did  shake,  and  became  uint  veHpoi,  <<  as  dead  men.''    Some 

*  of  whom,  as  the  same  evangelist  says,  tivsq  tmc  y^Hc^uhaQ^  **  came  into  the  city,  and  showed  unto 

*  tlie  chief  priests  all  the  raings  that  were  done.**    The  appearance  to  Mary  Magdalene,  I 

*  think,  was  in  ccnnmon  to  her  and  to  the  other  women,  who  went  altogether  to  the  sepulchre,  and 
'  once  only,  not  twice,  as  is  generally  supposed,  and  saw  our  Saviour,  and  were  coming  back  to 

*  the  city,  with  the  account  of  what  they  had  seen  and  heard  to  the  apostles,  at  the  same  time,  that 
"•  some  of  the  watch  came  to  relate  all  tliat  was  done,  to  the  chief  priests.  And  they  did  make  their 

*  report  to  the  apostles,  before  the  two  went  from  the  rest  of  the  company  to  Emmaus.    No 

*  notice  is  indeed  mentioned  by  the  two  in  discourse  with  Christ  of  the  women's  having  related 

*  their  interview  with  Jesus,  because  it  should  seem  none  of  the  company  believed  a  word  of 

*  what  the  women  said,  Mark  xvi.  11.  Luke  xxiv.  11.    And  none  of  the  evangelists  pretend  to 

*  give  an  exact  detail  of  all  circumstances/ 

This  I  apprehend  to  be  the  truth,  or  nearly  so.  And  it  will  be  the  key  to  this  history. 
And  I  now  intend  to  digest  the  several  particulars  of  it,  in  their  proper  order,  as  well  as  I  can^ 
If  I  should  at  all  differ  from  my  friena,  it  will  be  in  such  points  only  as  are  not  very  material* 
And  still  I  must  acknowledge  myself  indebted  to  him  for  a  clear  insignt  into  this  history. 

But  before  I  enter  upon  the  rehearsal  of  the  several  parts  of  this  history,  I  must  premise  a 
few  observations. 

First  of  all,  I  reckon,  I  have  showed,  that  your  supposed  journey  of  some  of  the  women  to 
the  sepulchre,  designed  and  begun,  but  not  performed  and  finished,  by  them,^  about  six  or  seven 
o'cIocK  in  the  evening  of  Saturday,  presently  after  the  sabbath  was  over,  is  fictitious,  and  without 
foundation. 

Secondly,  You  speak  of  a  journey  to  the  sepulchre  made  by  some  of  the  co&^ny  of  the 
apostles,  who  set  out  after  Peter  and  John  were  gone.  This  you  call,  at  p.  639,  a  second  depu- 
tation from  the  apostles.  You  speak  of  it  likewise  at  p.  633,  656,  657.  I  beg  leave  to  say,  that 
I  cannot  but  consider  this  as  a  fiction^  without  any  foundation.  And  perhaps  I  may  take  no 
farther  notice  of  it  hereafter. 

Thirdly,  You  suppose  St.  Peter  to  have  made  a  second  visit  to  the  sepulchre  alone,  different 
from  that  mentioned  John  xx.  3 — 10.  This  you  argue  from  Luke  xxiv.  12,  at  p.  646, 6*7.  But  I 
think  it  to  be  the  same  visit  which  is  mentioned  by  St.  John :  when  **  Peter,  and  that  other  disciple,** 
went  together.  So  this  also  is  understood  by  Le  Clerc,  and  all  other  interpreters  and  commen* 
tators  in  general,  so  far  as  I  know.     Therefore  my  friend  says  in  his  letter  to  mei  *  St.  Luke 

*  xxiv.  12,  mentions  only  Peter  running  to  the  sepulchre ;  but  we  do  not  conclude  from  thence» 

*  that  be  ran  thither  twice,  once  by  himseUj  and  at  another  time  along  with  John.*  However, 
it  is  your  opinion  that  two  visits  are  here  spoken  of.  And  indeed  this  is- agreeable  to  the  usual 
method  of  your  harmony:  in  which  you  make  two  stories  of  one,  and  account  such  passages 
of  the  gospels  to  be  different,  which  are  really  parallel.  Whereby,  in^  my  opinion^  and  so  far  as 
I  am  able  to  judge,  you  have  eftentimes  perverted  the  true  order  of  things  related  by  the 
evangelists. 

I  now  proceed  to  rehearse  the  several  parts  of  this  history,  and  to  digest  them  in  order  as  well 
as  I  can. 
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Sa3rs  St.  John  xx.  1.  "  The  first  day  of  the  week,  cometh  Mary  Magdalene  early,  when  it 
was  yet  dark,  unto  the  sepulchre,  and  seeth  the  stone  taken  away  from  the  sepulchre/' 

But  though  Mary  Magdalene  only  be  here  mentioned,  I  suppose,  she  was  not  alone.  It  is 
agreeable  to  what  you  say  also  p.  626.  *  In  the  morning  of  the  first  day  of  the  week,  according  to 
«  our  form  of  the  day,  all  the  women  went  out  together  very  early,  carrying  the  spices  which 
« they  had  prepared  to  the  sepulchre,  at  which  they  arrived  about  the  rising  of  the  sun.*  See 
Matt,  xxviii.  1.     Mark  xvi.  1,  2.  Luke  xxiv.  10.     And  at  p.  627,  you  observe,  *  The  women 

*  said  to  have  made  this  journey,  are  in  all  the  evangelists  the  same         Mary  Magdalene  there- 

*  fore,  Joanna,  and  Mary  the  mother  of  James,  are  the  women,  who  made  the  visit  with  the 

*  spices  early  in  the  morning.  John  indeed  speaks  of  none  of  the  women  who  made  this  visit  to 
« tne  sepulchre,  but  Mary  Magdalene.  Yet  because  he  mentions  none  but  her,  it  does  not  follow, 
« that  there  was  nobody  with  her.     In  the  gospels  there  are  many  such  omissions Where- 

*  fore,  since  it  is  the  manner  of  the  sacred  historians  in  other  instances,  John  may  be  supposed^ 

*  to  have  mentioned  Mary  Magdalene  singly  in  this  part  of  his  history,  notwithstanding  he  knew 
<  that  others  had  been  with  her  at  the  sepulchre,  and  the  rather,  because  his  intention  was  ta 

*  relate  only  what  things  happened  in  consequence  of  her  information,  and  not  to  speak  of  tlie 
^  transactions  of  the  rest,  which  his  brethren  historians  had  handled  at  large.' 

You  say  very  well.  We  therefore  proceed  in  considering  St.  John's  narrative,  winch  follows,, 
ver.  2.  *^  'Fhen  she  runneth,  and  cometh  to  Simon  Peter,  and  to  tiie  other  disciple,  whom  Jesus 
loved,  and  saith  unto  them :  They  have  taken  away  the  Lord  out  of  the  sepulchre,  and  we  know, 
not  where  they  have  laid  him." 

I  do  not  believe  that  Mary  Magdalene  was  now  alone.  All  the  women  might  be  with  hen 
If  some  only,  the  rest  stayed  in  the  garden,  expecting  her  return.  For  they  knew  that  she  went 
to  tell  Peter  and  John  what  she  andUie  rest  had  seen,  and  to  invite  them  to  come  to  the  sepulchre, 
and  see  how  things  were  there.. 

It  follows,  ver.  3 — ^10.  "  Peter  therefore  went  forth,  and  that  other  disciple,  and  came  to  the* 
sepulchre.  So  they  ran  both  together.  And  the  other  disciple  did  outrun  Peter,  and  came  first 
to  the  sepulchre.  And  he  stooping  down,  saw  the  linen  clothes  lying.  Yet  went  he  not  in.  Theor 
cometh^Simon  Peter,  following  him,  and  went  into  the  sepulchre,  and  seeth  the  linen  clothes  lie ; 
and  the  napkin  that  was  about  his  head,  not  lying  with  the  linen  clothes,  but  wrapped  together 
in  a  place  by  itself.  Then  went  in  also  that  other  disciple,  which  came  first  to  the  sepulchre,  and' 
he  saw  and  believed.  For  as  yet  they  knew  not  the  scriptures,  that  he  must  rise  again  from  the 
dead.     Then  the  disciples  went  away  again  unto  their  own  home.** 

Here  you  say  upon  ver.  8.  p.  636.  i*<  Then  went  in  also  that  other  disciple,  which  came 
first  to  the  sepulchre.  And  he  saw  and  believed..  *  Finding. nothing  in. the  sepulchre  but  the 
•cloths,  he  believed  the  body  was  taken  away,  as  Mary  Magdalene  had  told  him.  This,  as  T 
« take  it,  is  all  that  John  means,  when,  he  tells  us,  that  Peter  and  he,  after  searching  the. 

*  sepulchre,  *•  saw  and  believed."     Mary  Magdalene,  it  would  appear,  had  told  them  not  only 

*  that  the  body  was  taken  away,  but  that  the  doths. were  left  behind,  a  circumstance  which  filled 

*  them  with  wonder.     They  saw  them  however  with  their  own  eyes,  and  believed  her  report-— 

*  For  that  they  had  not  the  least  suspicion  of  Christ's  resurrection,  is  evident  from  the  apology,, 
•which  John  himself  makes  for  the  stupidity  of  the  disciples  in  this  matter.     Ver.  9.  "  For  as 

*  yet  they  knew  not  the  scriptures,  that  he  must  rise  from  the  dead** ^Norhadshe  herself  the. 

*  least  notion  of  it,  even  when  Jesus  appeared  to  her,  as  is  plain  from  what  she  says,  ver.  13  and* 
•*15.*  You  say  very  rights  in  my  opinion..  And  Grotius  has  spoken  to  the  like  purpose  in  liis ; 
annotations  '  upon  uiese  verses. 

St.  Luke  says,  ch.  xxiv.  12.  "Then  arose  Peter,  and  ran  unto  the  sepulchre,  and  stooping 
down,  he  beheld.the  linen  clothes  laid  by  themselves,  and  departed,  wondering  in  himself  at  that 
which  had  come  to  pass.**  This  I  take  not  to  be  another  or  a  second  visit  of  Peter,  or  diflercnt 
from  that  mentioned.hy  St.  John,  but  the  same.  And  as  this  is  the  general  opinion  of  inter- 
preters, 1  need  not  say  any  thing  tcTprove  it. 

*  '£t  vtdit;  et  oredldit/  vera  8.]   Credidit  certo  abesse  et  ille  et  discipuli  alii  Dondiim  satis  perceperant  id  qtiod  scrip* 

corpus,  quod  Maris  refereoti  ooii  crediderat,  ct  de  quo  con-  tura  prsdixerat  de  ejus  resurrectione.    Saepe  quidem  andive- 

spectis  fasciis  dubitaverat;    Gr.  ad  J<A,  xx.  8.  rant  Domioum  id  pollicentem.     Sed  rei  magnitudo  et  ingenii 

Ver.  9.  «  Nondum  enirti  sctebant  scriptoram.*]  quasi  dicat,  tarditas  obstabant,  quo  minus  hoc  in  animum  admiJtercnt.- 

Corpus  Ulud  vita  redditaainocidam.ciredehai  Joannes.    Nam  Luc«  slxit.  12.  Gc.  ad  Jo.  xx.  9. 
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St.  John  goes  on  ver.  11 — 18.  "  But  Mary  stood  without  at  the  sepulchre  weeping.  And  as 
she  wept  she  stooped  down,  and  looked  into  the  sepulchre,  and  seeth  two  angels  in  wmte,  sitting, 
the  one  at  the  head,  and  the  other  at  the  feet,  where  the  body  of  Jesus  had  lain.  And  they  say 
unto  her :  Woman,  why  weepest  thou  ?  She  saith  unt^  them :  Because  they  have  taken  away 
my  Lord,  and  I  know  not  where  they  have  laid  him*  And  when  she  had  thus  said,  she  turned 
herself  back,  and  saw  Jesus  standing.  And  knew  not  that  it  was  Jesus.  Jesus  saith  unto  her : 
Woman,  why  weepest  thou  ?  Whom  seekest  thou  ?  She  supposing  him  to  be  the  gardener,  saith 
unto  him  :  Sir,  if  thou  hast  borne  him  hence,  tell  me  where  thou  hast  laid  him,  and  I  will  take 
him  away.  Jesus  saith  unto  her :  Mary.  She  turned  herself,  and  saith  unto  him :  Rabboni, 
which  is  to  say,  Master.  Jesus  saith  unto  her,  Touch  me  not :  for  I  am  not  yet  ascended  to  my 
Father ;  but  go  to  my  brethren,  and  say  unto  them,  I  dscend  unto  my  Father,  and  your  Father, 
and  my  God,  and  your  God.  Mary  Magdalene  came,  and  told  the  disciples  that  she  had  seen 
the  Lord,  and  that  he  had  spoken  these  things  unto  her." 

This  I  suppose  to  be  what  is  related  by  St.  Mark  xvi.  9*  "  Now  when  Jesus  was  risen,  early 
the  first  day  of  the  week,  he  appeared  fii-st  to  Mary  M^dalene,  out  of  whom  be  had  cast  seven 
daemons.**  And  I  can  suppose  that  Mary  Magdalene  was  now  alone,  or  only  one  of  the  other 
women  with  her,  and  she,  perhaps,  not  one  of  the  most  honourable :  which,  1  think,  is  the 
opinion  of  some  learned  interpreter,  though  I  do  not  now  recollect  his  *  name. 

Our  Lord  having  shown  himself  to  Mary  Magdalene,  and  discoursed  with  her,  as  related  by 
tSt.  John,  I  think,  he  withdrew  to  a  small  distance.  Out  of  sight*  Mary,  then,  immediately  went 
to  tlie  other  women,  who  were  not  far  ofii  and  told  them  that  she  had  "  seen  the  Lord,**  and 
that  he  had  spoken  unto  her.  They  assented  to  what  she  said,  and  were  willing  to  go  down 
with  her  presently  to  the  apostles,  and  acquaint  them  with  the  glad  tidings,  that  the  Lord  was 
xise"h.  Whilst  they  were  going,  and  not  yet  got  out  of  the  garden,  Jesus  came  to  them,  and 
showed  himself  to  them  all.  Which  is  what  is  related  by  St.  Matthew  xxviii.  5 — 9.  "  And  the 
angel  answered  and  said  unto  the  women:  Fear  ye  not.  For  I  know  that  ye  seek  Jesus,  who 
^as  crucified.  He  is  not  here.  For  he  is  risen,  as  he  said.  Come,  see  the  place  where  the  Lord 
lay.  And  go  quickly,  and  tell  his  disciples  that  he  is  risen  from  the  dead.  And  behold,  he 
goes  before*  you  into  Galilee.  There  shall  ye  see  him.  Lo,  I  have  told  you.  And  they 
departed  quickly  from  the  sepulchre,  with  fear,  and  joy,  and  did  run,  [that  is,  they  were  setting 
out]  to  bring  his  disciples  word.  And  as  they  went,  [or  were  going]  to  tell  his  disciples, 
behold  Jesus  met  them,  saying,  All  hail,  [or  a  good  day  to  you.]  And  they  came,  and  held' him 
by  the  feet,  and  worshipped  ^  him."  And  now,  undoubtedly,  Mary  Magdalene  likewise  wa* 
admitted  to  embrace  our  Lord's  feet,  if  she  did  it  not  before.  For  the  words,  "  touch  me  not,** 
need  not  to  be  understood  of  an  absolute  prohibition  not  to  touch  him  at  all,  but  only  that  she 
was  not  to  expect  to  be  indulged  in  a  long  conversation.  And  now  they  were  all  fully  satisfied 
that  it  was  Jesus  himself,  who  was  alive  again.  He  had  given  them  all  the  evidences  which  they 
could  desire.  They  saw  him,  they  heard  his  voice,  they  handled  him.  "  Then  [ver.  10.]  said 
Jesus  unto  them :  Be  not  afraid :  go,  tell  my  brethren,  that  they  go  into  Galilee :  and  there 
«hall  they  see  me.** 

Now  all  the  women  together  had  a  joint  appearance  of  Jesus,  resembling  that  made  to  the 
eleven  disciples,  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day.  And  perhaps  there  was  some  peculiar  fitness 
in  our  Lord  showing  himself  first  to  Mary  Magdalene,  either  alone,  or  when  one  more  only  was 
with  her,  and  then  to  the  rest  all  together.  So  before  he  showed  himself  to  the  eleven,  he 
appeared  to  the  two  going  to  Emmaus,  and  to  Peter,  much  about  the  same  time  :  though  we 
cannot  exactly  say  when  or  ^  where. 

This  appearance  to  Mary  Magdalene,  and  the  other  women  with  her,  may  be  considered  as 
one  and  the  same  appearance.  It  is  so  considered  by  Lightfoot.  Harmony  of  the  N.  T.  Vol.  I. 
p.  269,  270. 

It  follows,  that  we  now  consider  their  message  to  the  apostles.    John,  as  before,  ver.  IS^ 

*  Grotitis  has  in  one  place  inf  imated,  that  Mary  Magdalene  apectat  Christi  responsum.    Mibi  propterea  magis  placuit  am- 

liad  a  maid  servant  with  her— nisi  dicere  XDalurous^  quod  plectendi,  qiiant  prehendendi  verbum.     Bet,,  in  loc. 
credibile  est,  anciliam  Magdalense  adfuisse.    Gr.  in  Matt.         «  Postea  etiam  Jesus  «e   conspiciendutn    prscbuit  Petro, 

xxviii.  9.  quamvis  rei  circumstantise  ad  posteros  transuiiassc  non  sunt. 

*»  '  Amplexae  sunt/  sx^anjo-av.]  Vulg.  tenuerunt.  Sic  pre-  Cleric.  Harmon,  p.  487* 
heiisis  videlicet  ejus  pedibus,  quasi  eum  illlc  ceteuturs,  quo 
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says :  '^  Mary  Magdalene  came,  and  told  the  disciples  that  she  had  seen  the  Lord,  and  that  he 
had  said  these  things  unto  her.**  Matt,  xxviii.  9, 10,  before  transcribed.  And  Mark  xvi.  10, 11. 
•*  And  she  went,  and  told  them  that  had  been  with  him,  as  they  mourned  and  wept.  And  they, 
when  they  heard  that  he  was  alive,  and  had  been  seen  of  her,  believed  not.'*  St.  Luke  xxiv. 
9—11.  is  more  particular.  "  And  returned  from  the  sepulchre,  and  told  all  these  things  unto 
the  eleven,  and  to  all  the  rest.  It  was  Mary  Magdalene,  and  Joanna,  and  Mary  the  mother  of 
James,  and  other  women  that  were  with  him,  who  told  these  things  unto  the  apostles.  And 
their  worda  seemed  to  them  as  idle  tales,  and  they  believed  them  not.'* 

Thus  is  the  message,  or  testimony  of  the  women,  related  by  several  evangelists  j  but  the 
disciples  did  not  believe  them. 

Nor  do  1  discern  in  the  gospels  any  more  journies  of  the  women,  or  of  the  apostles,  to  the 
sepulchre,  and  back  again,  than  these  already  mentioned.  The  first  journey  of  the  women  to  the 
sepulchre  was  early  in  the  morning :  when  they  saw  that  tlie  stone  was  rolled  away  from  the 
sepulchre,  and  missed  the  body  of  Jesus.  Mary  Magdalene,  then,  with  some  other  of  the  women, 
came  down  to  the  apostles,  and  informed  them  of  what  they  had  seen  with  great  surprise*^ 
Whereupon  Peter  and  John  went  to  the  sepulchre,  and  then  returned  to  their  own  home.  Mary 
Magdalene,  and  the  others,  who  had  come  down  to  the  apostles,  followed  Peter  and  John  to  the 
sepulchre.  And  when  those  two  apostles  returned  back  to  Jerusalem,  Mary  and  her  companions 
stayed  yet  a  while  near  the  sepulchre.  And  whilst  they  were  there  attending,  Jesus  came,  and 
showed  himself  to  them.  Whereupon  Mary  and  all  the  women  came  down  to  Jerusalem,  and 
went  to  the  apostles,  assuring  them  that  they  had  seen  Jesus:  and  went  no  more  to  the 
sepulchre.  For  which  indeed  there  could  be  no  reason,  when  they  were  persuaded  that  Jesus 
had  left  it,  and  was  alive  again.  As  Lightfoot  «ays,  in  the  place  before  referred  to,  p.  270. 
«  Here  Matthew  speaks  short.     For  he  mentioneth  but  one  joiuney  of  the  women  to  the  grave,* 

*  and  back,  and  saith,  that  as  they  came  back,  Jesus  met  them.     Whereas  Mary  Magdalene  had 

•  two  journeys.  As  she  returned,  now  the  watchmen  are  come  into  the  city,  and  bribed  to 
«  deny  that  he  was  risen.  And  so  the  chief  priests  and  elders  gave  money  to  hire  the  nation 
« into  unbeUef.* 

The  next  appearance  of  our  Lord  is  to  the  two  disciples  going  to  Emmaus.     Of  this  I 
understand  St.  Mark  to  speak  briefly,  ch.  xvi.  12,  13.  "  After  that,  he  appeared  in  another  form 
unto  two  of  them  as  they  walked,  and  went  into  the  country.     And  they  went  and  told  it  unto- 
the  residue.     Neither  believed  they  them.     After  that,**  meaning  after  the  appearance  of  Jesus- 
to  the  women  before  related,  ver.  9>  10.  and  after  that  they  had  delivered  their  message  and  tes- 
timony to  the  eleven. 

Of  those  two  disciples  St.  Luke  speaks  more  particularly  and  at  large,  ch.  xxiv.  13 — S5.^ 
«« And  behold  two  of  them  went  that  same  day  to  a  village  called  Emmaus,  which  was  from 
Jerusalem  about  threescore  furlongs.  And  they  talked  together  of  all  those  things  which  had 
happened.  And  it  came  to  pass,  that  whilst  they  communed  together,  and  reasoned,  Jesus 
himself  drew  near,  and  went  with  them.  But  their  eyes  were  held,  that  they  should  not  know 
him.  And  he  said  unto  them :  What  manner  of  communications  are  these,  that  ye  have  one  to» 
another  as  ye  walk,  and  are  sad  ?  And  the  one  of  them,  whose  name  was  Cleophas,  answering,  said 
unto  him :  Art  thou  only  a  stranger  in  Jerusalem,  and  hast  not  known  the  things  which  are 
come  to  pass  there  in  these  days?  And  he  said  unto  them:  What  things?  And  they  said  unto ' 
him :  Concerning  Jesus  of  Nazareth^  who  was  a  prophet,  mighty  in  deed  and  word  before  GodJ 
and  all  the  people :  and  how  the  chief  priests  and  our  rulers  delivered  him  to  be  condemned  to 
death,  and  have  crucified  hinu  But  we  trusted  that  it  had  been  he  who  should  have  redeemed 
Israel.  And  beside  all  this,  to  day  is  the  third  day  since  these  things  were  done.  Yea,  and 
certain  women  also  of  our  company  made  us  astonished,  who  were  early  at  the  sepulchre.  And 
when  they  found  not  his  body,  they  came  saying,  that  they  had  seen  a  vision  of  angels,  which  said 
he  was  risen.  And  certain  of  them  which  were  with  us  went  to  the  sepulchre,  and  found  it  even  as 
tliey  said.  But  him  they  saw  not.  Then  he  said  unto  them :  O  fools,  and  slow  of  heart  to  believe 
all  that  the  prophets  have  spoken.  Ought  not  Christ  to  have  suffered  these  things^  and  to  enter 
into  his  glory  ?  And  beginning  at  Moses,  and  all  the  prophets,  he  expounded  unto  them  in  all 
the  scriptures  the  things  concerning  himself.  And  they  drew  nigh  unto  the  village  whither  they 
went.  And  he  made  as  if  he  would  have  gone  farther.  And  they  constrained  him,  saying. 
Abide  with  us  ^  for  it  is  toward  evening,  and  the  day  is  far  spent.^  And  he  went  in>  to  tarry  with; 
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tbem.  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  he  sat  at  meat  with  thera,  [or  as  he  was  sitting  down  to  table 
with  them:]  he  took  bread,  and  blessed  it,  and  brake  upto  them.  And  their  eyes  were  opened, 
and  they  knew  him.  And  he  vanished  out  of  their  sight:  [that  is,  he  retired,  and  went  away.] 
And  they  said  one  to  another :  Did  not  our  hearts  bum  within  us,  whilst  he  talked  with  us  in 
the  way  ?  and  whilst  he  opened  to  us  the  scriptures?  And  they  rose  up  the  same  hour,  and  re* 
turned  to  Jerusalem,  and  found  the  eleven  gathered  together,  and  them  that  were  with  them, 
saying.  The  Lord  is  risen  indeed,  and  hath  appeared  unto  Simon.  And  they  told  them  what 
things  were  done  in  the  way,  and  how  he  was  known  unto  them  in  breaking  of  bread." 

Here  ariseth  a  question,  whether  these  two  disciples  did  set  out  for  Emmaus  before  the  dis- 
ciples knew  of  Mary  Magdalene's  having  herself  seen  Jesus.     You  say,  p.  648,  <  It  seems  that 

*  these  two  had  left  the  city  before  any  of  the  women  came  with  the  news  of  Christ's  personal 

*  appearance.'     And  presently  afterwards  you  say,  p.  648,  649f  *  The  smallest  attention  will 

*  show,  that  Cleophas  and  his  companions  do  not  here  speak  of  Mary  Magdalene's  second  infor- 
•*  mation.'  Le  Clerc  likewise  says,  *  That  *  these  two  disciples  set  out  for  Emmaus  before  Jesus 
had  shown  himself  to  Mary  Magdalene.'  I  believe  this  may  be  the  opinion  of  many,  I  also 
may  have  said  the  same  myself.  But  my  honoured  friend  above-mentioned  thinks  otherwise,  as 
we  have  seen.  <  They  did,'  as  he  says,  *  make  their  report  to  the  apostles,  before  the  two 
•*  went  from  the  rest  of  the  company  to  Emmaus.  No  notice  is  mentioned  by  the  two  in 
« discourse  with  Christ  of  the  woman's  having  related  their  interview  with  Jesus,  because  it 

*  should  seem,  none  of  the  company  believed  a  word  of  what  the  women  said,'  Mark  xvi.  11. 
Luke  xxiv.  11.  <  And  none  of  the  evangelists  pretend  to  give  an  exact  detail  of  all  drcumstances.' 

Let  us  now  go  over  the  particulars  of  ver.  21 — ^24.  **  And  beside  all  this,  to  day  is  the  third 
-day  since  these  things  were  done.  Yea,  and  certain  women  also  of  our  company  made  us 
astonished,  who  were  early  at  the  sepulchre.  And  when  they  found  not  his  body,  they  came, 
saying.  That  they  had  also  seen  a  vision  of  angels,  who  said  that  he  was  alive."  It  follows  in  the 
same  discourse  of  the  two  disciples,  ver.  24.  "  And  certain  of  them  which  were  with  us  went  to 
the  sepulchre,  and  found  it  even  as  the  women  had  said.  But  him  they  saw  not.'^  Referring  to 
what  St.  John  writes  of  Peter  and  John  visiting  the  sepulchre,  chap.  xx.  S— 10:  and  to  what 
St.  Luke  writes  of  Peter,  chap.  xxiv.  12. 

It  might  be  expected  that  now,  after  this,  these  two  disciples  should  also  distinctly  mention 
the  second  report  of  Mary  Magdalene,  related  by  St.  John  xx.  11 — 18,  provided  that  report 
had  been  made  to  the  apostles  before  the  two  set  out  for  Emmaus.  This  omission  is  accounted 
for  by  my  friend  in  the  manner  above  mentioned:  they  take  no  notice  of  this,  because  they  paid 
little  regard  to  it.  And  does  not  this  appear  also  in  what  the  eleven  Bayto  these  two  when  they 
<^me  to  them,  and  told  them  what  they  had  seen  ?  Luke  xxiv.  84.  "  They  said  to  them  :  The 
Lord  is  risen  indeed,  and  hath  appeared  unto  Simon."  They  say  nothing  of  Mary  Magdalene, 
though  she  certainly  had  been  with  them  before  tliat  time,  and  had  made  her  second  report  to 
them,  <<  that  she  had  seen  the  Lord,  and  that  he  had  said  these  things  unto  her,"  John  xx.  18. 

Let  me  now  cite  some  observations  of  your  own,  p.  652.  *  As  soon  as  Jesus  departed,  the 
^  two  disciples  made  all  the  haste  they  could  to  Jerusalem,  that  they  might  have  the  pleasure  of 
^  acquainting  them  with  the  agreeable  news.     But  they  were  in  some  measure  prevented:  for 

*  immediately  on  their  arrival,  the  eleven,  with  the  women,  accosted  them,  giving  them  the  news 

*  of  their  Master's  resurrection.     "  And  they  rose  up  at  the  same  hour  and  returned  to  Jeru- 

*  salem,  and  found  the  eleven  gathered  together,  and  them  that  were  with  them,  saying:  The  Lord 

*  is  risen  indeed,  and  hath  appeared  unto  Simon."    The  apostles  had  given  little  credit  to  the 

*  reports  of  the  women,  supposing  they  were  occasioned  more  by  imagination  than  reality :  but 
^  when  a  person  of  Simon's  capacity  and  gravity  declared  that  he  had  seen  the  Lord,  they  be^an 

*  to  think  that  he  was  risen  indeed.  Their  belief  therefore  was  not  a  little  confirmed  by  the  arrival 

*  of  these  two  disciples,  who  declared  that  the  Lord  had  appeared  to  them  also.  Ver.  85. 
'  ^*  And  they  told  what  things  were  done  in  the  way,  and  now  he  was  known  unto  them  in 

*  breaking  of  bread,''  that  is,  by  his  prayer  before  meat.    Mark  however  represents  the  reception 

*  which  their  report  met  with  somewhat  differently:  ch.  xvi.  12.  *«  After  that  he  appeared  in 
«  another  form,"  ev  ere^cc  /ytopcpi).  i.  e.  in  another  dress,  the  dress  of  a  traveller,  "  unto  two  of 

*  Cum  vero  duo  ex  discipulis  Jesu^  mane  ejusdem  diet,  anteqtiam  se  Marie  Magdalenae  stitii»et  Jesos,  prqfectx  eneot  Jero* 

soljm^  Emmauntem.    Cleric.  H/na.  p.  487. 
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*  thenif  as  they  walked  and  went  into  the  country.    Ver.  IS.  And  they  went  and  told  it  unto 

<  the  residue :  neither  believed  they  them/*    But  there  is  no  inconsistency  between  the  evan- 

*  gelists :  for  though  the  greatest  part  of  the  apostles  believed  that  Jesus  was  risen,  as  Luke 

<  affirms ;  some  who  had  not  given  credit  either  to  the  women  or  to  Simon,  continued  obstinately 

*  to  disbelieve,  in  spite  of  all  that  these  two  disciples  or  the  nest  could  say/ 

I  shall  add  somewhat  farther  from  your  Preliminary  Observations,  p.  S9f  where  you  say, 
«  The  male  disciples  being  the  witnesses,  upon  whose  testimony  the  world  was  to  believe  that 

*  our  Lord  arose  from  the  dead,  it  concerned  mankind  more  to  be  informed  of  his  appearances 

*  to  them,  than  to  be  made  acauainted  with  his  appearances  to  the  women.    Luke  knew  this. 

<  And  therefore,  while  he  has  related  the  appearances  to  the  male  disciples  he  has  omitted  the 

*  i^pearances  to  the  women  altogether.    It  seems,  the  brevity  which  he  studied  did  not  permit 

*  that  both  should  be  told.  In  like  manner  the  apostle  Paul,  summing  up  the  evidence  of  our 
•Lord's  resurrection,  takes  no  notice  of  his  appearances  to  the  women,  because  they  were  not  to 
•be  the  witnesses  of  this  matter  to  the  world.*  1  Cor.  xv.  1 — ^9. 

And  here  from  your  observations  Just  mentioned,  ^riseth  another  consideration.  For  you 
say,  that  •  St.  Luke  has  omitted  Christ's  appearances  to  the  women  altogether.^  If  that  be  so^ 
we  are  not  to  expect,  that  these  two  shoula  take  any  notice  of  Mary  Magdalene's  second  report, 
though  it  had  been  made  to  the  apostles,  before  they  set  out  from  Jerusalem.  St.  Luke's  words 
are  tSese :  ch.  xxiv.  1 — 11.  "  Now  upon  the  first  day  of  the  week,  very  early  in  the  morning, 
they  [that  is,  the  women  who  had  come  with  Jesus  from  Galilee,  ch.  xxiii.  55.|]  came  unto  the 
sepulcnre,  bringing  the  spices,  which  they  had  prepared,  and  certain  others  with  them.  And 
they  found  the  stone  rolled  away  from  the  sepulchre.  And  they  entered  in,  and  found  not  the 
body  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  they  were  much  perplexed  thereabout, 
behold,  two  men  stood  by  them  in  shining  garments.  And  as  they  were  afraid,  and  bowed  down 
their  faces  to  the  earth,  they  said  unto  them :  Why  seek  ye  the  uving  among  the  dead  ?  He  is 
not  here,  but  is  risen.  Remember,  how  he  spake  unto  you,  when  he  was  yet  in  Galilee,  sayinjf; : 
The  Son  of  man  must  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of  sinful  men,  and  be  crucified,  and  the  third 
day  rise  again.  And  they  remembered  his  words*  And  returned  from  the  sepulchre,  and  told 
all  these  things  to  the  eleven,  and  to  all  the  rest  It  was  Mary  Magdalene,  and  Joanna,  and 
Mary  the  mother  of  James,  and  other  women  that  were  with  them,  who  told  these  things  unto 
the  apostles.  And  their  words  seemed  to  them  as  idle  tales,  and  they  believed  them  not'* 
That  is  the  account,  which  St.  Luke  has  given  of  the  testimony  of  the  women  to  the  resurrection 
of  Jesus.  And  it  is  very  observable.  I  make  no  question,  that  herein  is  included  Mary 
Magdalene's  second  report  to  the  apostles,  mentioned  by  St.  John  xx.  18.  And  it  confirms  the 
supposition,  before-mentioned,  that  Mary  Magdalene  was  not  then  alone,  but  that  all  the  other 
women  were  then  with  her,  though  they  are  iK)t  mentioned  by  St.  Johii. 

These  observations  are  sufficient  to  account  for  the  two  disciples  not  mentionii^  distinctly 
the  report  of  Mary  Magdalene,  though  they  did  not  set  out  from  Jerusalem  until  after  it  had 
been  made  to  the  apostles. 

But  there  are  other  considerations,  which  may  support  the  same  persuasion.  It  is  confirmed 
by  the  order  of  narration  in  St  Mark's  gospel,  ch.  xvi.  9*  **  Now  when  Jesus  was  risen  ear]y» 
the  first  day  of  the  week,  he  appeared  first  to  Mary  Magdalene,  out  of  whom  he  had  cast  seven 
dsmons.*'  Ver.  10.  <<  And  she  went,  and  told  them  that  had  been  with  him,  as  they  mourned 
and  wept.''  This  is  what  St  John  says,  ch.  xx.  18.  <<  Mary  Magdalene  came,  and  told  the 
disciples,  that  she  had  seen  the  Lord,  and  that  he  had  spoken  these  things  unto  her."  It  follows 
in  Mark  xvi.  11.  <<  And  they,  when  they  had  heard  that  he  was  alive,  and  had  been  seen  of 
her,  believed  not."  Then,  at  ver.  18.  "  After*  that  he  appeared  in  another  form  unto  two  of 
them,  as  they  walked,  and  went  into  the  country."  This  is  full  proof,  that  these  two  did  not  set 
out  for  Emmaus,  till  after  that  Mary  Magdalene  had  told  the  disciples,  ^^  she  had  seen  the 
Lord." 

And,  I  pray,  what  is  the  meaning  of  his  appearing  to  them  in  another  form  ?  You  say,  m 
another  dress,  that  of  a  traveller.  Which  I  think  *  does  not  give  the  true  meaning  of  the  phrase. 
Grotius  ^  says,  *  in  another  dress,  that  is,  different  from  what  had  been  used  by  him.'    And  Dr» 

*  Mffa  Si  tavra  ivo'iv  $i  auTW¥  'tiptafBrtf  tfavipwh^  99  vX\  sdebat.  Ideo  itaf^nm  ^^WmXfm  in  praxioMV  potabanC 
iriff  Jl^^»  ^^ojMMif  u$  9ff/^jt.  Gioi.  in  Mvc.  xti.  12. 

^  /ErkvMJujM,  i&dil  emie.lHabitQ  aliOj  quam  qw. 
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Doddridge,  to  the  same  purpose :  *  in  a  different  habit  from  what  he  ordinarily  wore/  Bui 
neither  does  that,  as  I  apprehend,  fully  represent  the  design  and  meaning  of  the  Evangelist^s 
expression.  I  think,  he  refers  to  some  appearance  of  Christ,  which  had  been  made  before  that 
now  made  to  these  two.  What  can  that  be,  but  "  the  appearance  to  Mary  Magdalene,** 
mentioned  by  himself,  ver.  9,  10  ?  This  seems  to  me  to  be  the  plain  and  evident  meaning  of  St. 
Mark.  And  it  fully  shows,  that  Mary*s  second  report  to  the  apostles  had  been  made,  before 
these  two  set  out  from  Jerusalem  to  go  to  Emmaus. 

There  is  still  another  argument  of  great  force,  which  offers  to  our  consideration.  These  two 
disciples  did  not  set  out  till  eleven  or  twelve  o^clock  according  to  our  computation.  Emmaus 
was  little  more  than  two  hours  walk,  if  at  all.  They  arrived  at  the  village  about  three  in  the 
afternoon,  or  sooner,  Luke  xxiv.  29*  As  they  were  engaged  in  discourse,  during  a  gjreat  part 
of  the  journey ;  we  will  suppose,  that  they  made  three  hours  of  it.  Consequently,  they  set  out 
at  twelve,  or  not  much  sooner.  But  before  that,  Mary  had  made  her  second  report  to  the 
disciples,  that  "  she  had  seen  the  Lord."  And  these  two  were  with  the  disciples  when  tliat 
report  was  made.  Mary  and  the  other  women  went  early  to  the  sepulchre.  TJbey  got  to  the 
sepulchre  by  the  rising  of  the  sun.  When  Mary  came  first  to  the  apostles,  as  is  related 
John  XX.  1,  2,  it  could  not  be  more  than  six  o'clock,  or  thereabout.  Aner  which  Peter  and 
John  went  in  great  haste  to  the  sepulchre,  and  Mary  with  them,  or  after  them,  as  fast  as  she 
could.  Peter  and  Joh-n  did  not  stay  long  at  the  sepulchre.  But  having  t£^en  a  view  of  the 
«tate  of  things  there,  ♦*  they  went  away  again  to  their  own  home,**  John  xx.  10.  Soon  afta: 
these  two  apostles  were  gone  away,  the  Lord  appeared  to  Mary  Magdalene,  and  presently  after 
that,  to  all  the  other  women,  who  had  gone  up  early  in  the  morning  with  the  spices.  Then 
Manr  and  the  rest  came  down  to  the  apostles,  and  let  them  know  that  they  "  had  seen  the 
Lord,**  and  they  delivered  to  them  the  message,  with  which  they  had  been  entrusted,  together 
with  all  the  circumstances  of  his  appearing  to  them.  It  could  not  be  then  more  than  seven  or 
eight  or  nine  in  the  forenoon.  This  is  much  confirmed  by  the  circumstance  observed  by  my 
friend  from  Matt,  xxviii.  11.  "  Now  when  they  [the  women]  were  going,  behold,  some  of 
the  watch  came  into  the  city,  and  showed  unto  the  chief  priests  all  the  things  that  were  done.** 
It  may  be  well  supposed,  that  this  part  of  the  watch,  or  guard,  came  to  the  priests  as  soon  as 
they  could  have  access  unto  them  in  a  body,  when  met  tpgether.  Which  may  be  reckoned 
between  seven  and  eight,  or  at  the  farthest,  between  eight  and  tiine  in  the  morning.  At  that 
time  Mary  Magdalene,  and  the  women  with  her,  came  down  to  the  disciples,  and  made  their 
report  to  them,  that  "  they  had  seen  the  Lord.** 

There  can  then  no  longer  be  any  question  made,  but  that  the  two  disciples  were  acquainted 
with  that  report  of  Mary  Magdalene,  and  the  rest  of  the  women,  before  they  set  out  for 
Emmaus. 

St.  Luke  says,  ch.  xxiv.  33 — 36.  **  And  they  rose  up  the  same  hour,  and  returned  to 
Jerusalem,  and  found  the  eleven  gathered  together,  and  them  that  were  with  them.  Saying, 
the  Lord  is  risen  indeed,  and  hath  appeared  unto  Simon.  And  they  told  what  things  were  done 
in  the  way,  and  how  he  was  known  of  them  in  breaking  of  bread.  And  as  they  thus  spake, 
Jesus  himself  stood  in  the  midst  of  them,  and  saith  unto  them :  Peace  be  unto  you.** 

We  should  now  observe  the  time,  when  these  two  disciples  arrived  at  Jerusalem,  and 
returned  to  the  company  of  the  disciples,  whom  they  had  left  to  go  to  Emmaus. 

When  they  arrived  at  that  village,  and  entreated  Jesus  "  to  abide  with  them,  they  said  :  It  is 
toward  evening,  and  the  day  is  far  spent,**  or  has  already  begun  to  decline :  or/  vpoz  €<nrfp£v  f;-/, 
xttt  mytXiHtv  vuLepxj  ver.  29.  It  was  past  noon,  and  might  be  near  our  three  aft:er  noon.  As  they 
were  sitting  down  to  eat,  looking  more  directly  at  Jesus,  than  they  had  yet  done,  they  knew 
him.  Our  Lord  thereupon  retired,  and  they  hastened  to  Jerusalem.  Emmaus  was  about  a  two 
hours  walk  from  Jerusalem.  They  might  get  thither  about  five  after  noon,  more  than  an 
hour  before  sun-set.  And,  probably,  did  so.  Soon  after  our  Lord  came  in.  He  might  have 
been  there  before  them.  But  he  was  willing,  that  the  disciples,  and  they  that  were  with  them, 
should  be  prepared  for  his  appearing  among  them,  by  the  testimony  of  these  two,  added  to  the 
testimonies  of  Peter,  and  the  women,  who  had  already  seen  him. 

We  proceed  in  Luke  xxiv.  36.  "  And  as  they  thus  spake,  Jesus  himself  stood  in  the  midst, 
and  saith :  Peace  be  unto  you.**  Ver.  37.  "  But  tney  were  terrified  and  affrighted,  and  supposed,^ 
that  they  had  seen  a  spirit.    [Which  shows,  that  there  were  still  several,  who  did  not  beKeve' 
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him  to  be  risen  from  the  dead.]  Ver.  38.  "  And  he  said  unto  them :  Why  are  ye  troubled  ? 
And  why  do  thoughts  arise  in  your  hearts  ?**  Ver.  89.  "  Behold  my  hands,  and  my  feet,  that 
it  is  I  myself.  Handle  me,  and  see.  For  a  spirit  hath  not  flesh  and  bones,  as  ye  see  me  have/* 
Ver.  40.  **  And  when  he  had  thus  spoken,  he  showed  them  his  hands  and  his  feet.**  Ver.  41* 
**  And  while  they  yet  beheved  not  for  joy,  and  wondered ;  he  said  unto  them :  Have  ye  here 
any  meat?**  Ver.  42.  "  And  they  gave  him  a  piece  of  a  broiled  fish,  and  of  an  honeycomb.** 
Ver.  43.    "  And  he  took  it,  and  did  eat  before  them.** 

The  words,  last  quoted,  "  Have  ye  here  any  meat,  &c."  deserve  notice.  They  should  be 
compared  with  Mark  xvi.  14.  "Afterwards  he  appeared  to  the  eleven,  as  they  sat  at  meat. 
'T^^pov,  ctvuxeifjLivoig  avroi^  roi;  eviexct  €^>av€pu6^.  The  eleven  were  yet  at  table,  or  were  not  yet  risen  up 
from  their  places.  There  is  no  improbability  in  this,  considering  the  transactions  of  the  day,  and 
the  great  concern  they  had  been  in  for  their  Lord,  and  their  apprehensions  from  the  Jews.  It 
might  well  happen,  that  they  had  not  dined  before  five  after  noon.  Coming  in,  then,  at 
that  time,  when  their  repast  was  just  over,  and  finished,  or  almost  finished,  he  might  well  put  that 
question :  <*  Have  ye  here  any  meat  ?  And  they  gave  him  a  piece  of  a  broiled  fish^  and  of  an 
honeycomb.** 

Upon  this  you  say,  p.  654.  *  He  tarried  so  long  with  them,  that  they  had  time  to  make 
*  ready  some  fish  for  supper,  which  he  took  a  share  of.*  But  the  other  way  of  accounting  for 
that  question,  appears  to  me  preferable.  "  Have  ye  here  any  meat?"  Exert  n  gpw<r//Aov  ev^ah  is  properly 
said  to  persons  now  risen,  or  just  rising  from  table.  And  they  gave  it  him  presently.  He 
does  not  desire  them  to  prepare,  or  make  ready  for  him.  But  he  asks,  if  they  had  any  meat  at 
hand,  or  any  thing  left.  Beza  disputes  this  interpretation  of  the  word.*  But  he  acknowledgeth 
that  it  is  the  rendering  both  of  the  Vulgate,  and  of  Erasmus.  To  me  it  appears  very  right* 
And  Beza*s  objections  against  it  are  frivolous  and  ill  grounded. 

We  proceed.  Luke  xxiv.  44.  "  And  he  said  unto  them.  These  are  the  words  which  I  spake 
unto  you,  while  I  was  with  you,  that  all  things  must  be  fulfilled  which  are  written  in  the  law  of 
Moses,  and  in  the  prophets,  and  in  the  psalms  concerning  me.'*  Ver.  45.  **  Then  opened  he 
their  understanding,  tnat  they  might  understand  the  Scriptures.**  Ver.  46.  *'  And  said  unto 
them.  Thus  it  is  written,  and  thus  it  behoved  Christ  to  suffer,  and  to  rise  from  the  dead  the  third 
day.**  Ver.  47.  "  And  that  repentance  *and  remission  of  sins  should  be  preached  in  his  name 
among  all  nations,  beginning  at  Jerusalem.**  Ver.  48.  "  And  ye  are  witnesses  of  these  things.*' 
Ver.  49.  "  And  behold  I  send  the  promise  of  my  Father  upon  you.  But  tarry  ye  in  the  city  of 
Jerusalem,  till  ye  be  endowed  with  power  from  on  high.** 

Of  this  appearance  of  our  Lord  to  the  disciples,  St.  John  writes  to  this  purpose,  ch.  xx. 
19—23.  "  Then  the  same  day,  at  evening,  being  the  first  day  of  the  week,  when  the  doors  were 
shut,  where  the  disciples  were  assembled,  for  fear  of  the  Jews,  came  Jesus,  and  stood  in  the 
midst,  and  saith  unto  them.  Peace  be  unto  you.  And  when  he  had  so  said,  he  showed  them  his 
hands  and  his  side.  Then  were  the  disciples  glad  when  they  saw  the  Lord.  Then  said  Jesus 
unto  them  again.  Peace  be  unto  you.  As  my  Father  hath  sent  me,  so  send  1  you.  And  when 
he  had  said  this,  he  breathed  upon  them,  and  saith  unto  them.  Receive  ye  the  Holy  Ghost. 
Whose  soever  sins  ye  remit,  they  are  remitted  unto  them :  and  whose  soever  sins  ye  retain,  they 
are  retained.** 

Thus  concluded  the  first  day  of  the  week,  the  day  oti  which  Jesus  rose  from  the  dead.  Says 
St.  John,  **  Then,  the  same  day  at  evening,  being  the  first  day  of  the  week— came  Jesus,  and 
stood  in  the  midst.**  The  first  evening,  according  to  Jewish  computation,  began  at  three 
after  noon,  and  ended  at  six  after  noon,  or  sun-setting.  Of  this  use  of  the  word,  we  have  divers 
examples  in  the  New  Testament.  In  the  history  of  the  miracle  of  the  five  thousand  fed  with  five 
loaves,  St.  Matthew  says,  ch.  xiv.  15.  "  And  when  it  was  evening,  his  disciples  came  to  him, 
saying.  This  is  a  desert  place,  and  the  time  is  now  past.**  It  was  then  about  tliree  afternoon.  So 
likewise  Matt,  xxvii.  57.  <*  When  the  even  was  come,  there  came  a  rich  man  of  Arimathea, 
named  Joseph,  who  also  himself  was  a  disciple.**  Every  one  knows  that  Jesus  expired  at  three 
after  noon.  At  that  time,  called  here  the  evening,  came  Joseph  to  take  care  of  the  body  .of 
Jesus.     And  when  St.  John  in  this  text  says,  "  the  same  day  at  evening,  being  the  first  day  of 

»  '  Pottremo  yero  xynk  sedcntibua  ipsit  undecim/  [recuro-     Vulg.  et  Erasmtui  de  accubitu  iDterpretantuo  &c.    Bcz.  ad 
beotibui  ipsis  undecim.  Vulg.]  id  est,  cum  un&  domi  esseni.     Marc.  xvi.  U. 
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the  week,  came  Jesus :''  he  must  be  understood  to  say  that  Jesus  came  to  the  disciples,  in  that 
space  of  time,  between  three  afler  noon  and  sun-setting,  or  six  after  noon.  And  from  the  histoxy 
of  the  two  disciples  who  had  been  at  Emmaus  [as  related  Luke  xxiv.]  who  had  arrived  just 
before  Jesus  came  in,  we  have  argued,  that  Jesus  came  in  at  five  after  noon,  or  possibly  some- 
what  sooner,  when  there  was  yet  an  hour's  day-light.  And  I  believe,  that  upon  due  consi* 
deration,  it  will  be  thought  to  be  a  strange  conceit,  which  has  been  admitted  h^  some  christian 
commentators,  that  Jesus  did  not  now  appear  to  the  disciples  till  after  sun-setting,  when  it  was 
night,  and  even  late  in  the  night :  which  is,  really,  to  expose  this  history  to  the  scoffi  of  infidels. 
St.  John  says,  "  the  doors  were  shut,*'  but  he  does  not  say  that  they  were  shut  because  it  was 
dark :  but  **  for  fear  of  the  Jews :"  which  they  may  have  been  all  that  day.* 

I  have  still  one  observation  more  to  mention  ;  which  is  intended  farther  to  confirm  the  sup- 
position, that  the  two  did  not  leave  the  other  disciples,  nor  set  out  for  Emmaus,  till  after  the 
report  made  by  Mary  Magdalene,  and  the  otlier  women  with  her,  **  that  they  had  seen  the 
Lord  :**  and  also  to  explain  more  distinctly  those  words  of  the  two  disciples  to  Jesus.  Luke  xxiv. 
22,  23.  "  Yea,  and  certain  women  also  of  our  company  made  us  astonished,  which  were  early 
at  the  sepulchre.  And  when  they  found  not  his  boay,  they  came,  saying.  That  they  had  also 
seen  a  vision  of  angels,  which  said,  that  he  was  alive.'* 

I  think  that  these  words  refer  to,  and  include  tlie  second  report  of  Mary  Magdalene,  and 
the  women  with  her,  which  is  recorded  in  John  xx.  18.  "  Mary  Macdalene  came  and  told  the 
disciples  that  she  had  seen  the  Lord,  and  that  he  had  spoken  these  things  unto  her." 

What  I  would  now  propose  to  consideration,  is  this:  neither  Mary  Magdalene,  nor  any  other  of 
the  women,  saw  any  angel  when  they  first  went  up  to  the  sepulchre.  They  did  not  see  any  angel 
till  some  time  afterwards,  that  is,  not  till  after  they  had  been  down  with  the  apostles,  and  re- 
turned back  to  the  sepulchre.  Nor  did  John  and  Peter  see  any  angel  when  they  went  up  to 
verify  the  truth  of  what  the  women  had  said  to  them.  The  appearance  of  the  angels  was  not 
till  after  Mary  Magdalene  was  returned  to  the  sepulchre  from  the  apostles :  therefore  the  two 
disciples,  in  the  words  above  quoted  from  Luke  xxiv.  22,  ^3.  refer  to  the  second  report  or  testi- 
mony of  Mary  Magdalene,  and  the  women  with  her. 

Let  us  observe  the  history,  as  it  lies  in  St.  John's  gospel,  xx.  1,  2.  "  The  first  day  of  the 
week  Cometh  Mary  Magdalene  early,  when  it  was  yet  dark,  unto  the  sepulchre,  and  seetb  the 
stone  taken  away  from  the  sepulchre.  Then  she  runneth,  and  cometh  to  Simon  Peter,  and  to 
the  other  disciple,  whom  Jesus  loved,  and  saith  unto  them :  They  have  taken  away  the  Lord  out 
of  the  sepulchre,  and  we  know  not  where  they  have  laid  him.'*  She  says  not  a  word  of  the  ap- 
pearance of  angels,  or  any  information  received  from  them.  Therefore  no  such  thing  had 
Happened. 

It  follows,  ver.  3 — 10.  "  Peter  tlierefore  went  forth,  and  that  other  disciple,  and  came  to  the 
sepulchre.  So  they  ran  both  together,  and  the  other  disciple  did  outrun  Peter,  and  came  first 
to  the  sepulchre.  And  he  stooping  down,  and  looking  in,  saw  the  linen  clothes  lying.  Yet  went 
he  not  in.  Then  cometh  Simon  reter  following  him,  and  went  into  the  sepulchre,  and  seetli 
the  linen  clothes  lie,  and  the  napkin  that  was  about  his  head,  not  lying  with  the  linen  clothes>  but 
wrapped  together  in  a  place  by  itself.  Then  went  in  also  that  other  disciple,  which  came  first 
to  the  sepulchre,  and  he  saw,  and  believed,  [that  is,  finding  nothing  in  the  sepulchre  but  the 
clothes,  he  believed  that  the  body  was  taken  away  as  Mary  Magdalene  had  said :]  For  as  yet  they 
knew  not  the  scripture  :  That  he  must  rise  again  from  the  dead.  Then  the  disciples  went  away 
again  to  their  own  home."  Therefore  neither  did  these  apostles  see  any  angels  at  the  sepulchre^ 
or  near  it.  For  no  sucli  thing  is  here  mentioned  or  hinted.  It  is  also  confirmed  by  St  Luke's 
account  of  the  same  visit,  or  journey  to  the  sepulchre,  ch.  xxiv.  12.  **  Then  arose  Peter,  and 
came  unto  the  sepulchre,  and  stooping  down,  he  beheld  the  linen  clothes  laid  by  themselves, 
and  departed,  wondering  in  himself  at  that  which  was  come  to  pass."  He  seeth  not  any  angels. 
Nor  does  he  receive  any  information  from  angels.  He  only  sees,  and  views  the  sepulchre,  and 
observes,  that  tlie  body  was  gone,  and  the  clothes  were  left  lying  by  themselves.  Nor  could  he 
forbear  to  wonder  greatly. 

We  are  next  to  attend  to  what  follows  the  quotation  before  made  from  John  xx.  where  at 

*  What  18  above  said,  is  very  similar  to  some  observations     p.  285,  &c.  to  wbom  therefore  I  refer  7IH1 :  lor  there  ths 
of  (he  author  of  the  Reinarks  upon  Dr.  Ward's  Dissertations^     sanoe  point  is  handled  mora  at  krge. 
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ven  lit  12.  ^^  But  Mary  stood  without  at  the  sepulchre^  weeping*  And  as  she  wept,  sEe  stooped 
down,  and  looked  into  the  sepulchre,  and  seefli  two  angels  in  white,  sitting,  the  one  at  the 
head,  and  the  other  at  the  feet,  where  the  body  of  Jesus  liad  lain.*' 

When  the  two  discinles,  John  and  Peter,  returned  to  their  home  in  Jerusalem,  Mary  still 
atayed  behind.  «*  But  Mary  stood  without  at  the  sepulchre,  weeping/*  And  well  she  might, 
considering  how  ignominiously  her  Lord  had  been  put  to  death  a  few  days  ago :  and  now  the 
body  was  missing  and  gone :  and,  as  she  thought,  removed  and  carried  away,  but  whither,  and 
by  whom,  she  could  not  telL  In  this  distress,  and  now  first  upon  this  occasion,  there  is  an  ap^ 
pearance  of  angels. 

"  But  Mary  stood  without  weeping.  And  as  she  wept,  she  stooped  down,  and  looked  intd 
the  sepulchre  :  and  seeth  two  angels  in  white  sitting,  the  one  at  the  head,  and  the  other  at  the 
feet,  where  the  body  of  Jesus  had  lain/'  No  ^ch  beings  had  been  seen  before  by  any  of  the 
women,  or  the  disciples,  who  had  looked  into  the  sepulchre,  and  been  in  it,  and  searched  it^ 
once  and  again.  **  And  they  say  unto  her  :  Woman,  why  weepest  thou  ?  She  saith  unto  them. 
Because  they  have  taken  away  my  Lord.  And  I  know  not  where  they  have  laid  him.  And 
when  she  had  thus  said,  she  turned  herself  back,  and  saw  Jesus  standing,  and  knew  not  that  it 
was  Jesus.  Jesus  saith  unto  her:  Woman,  why  weepest  thou?  Whom  seekest  thou?  She 
supposing  him  to  be  the  gardener,  saith  unto  him.  Sir,  if  thou  hast  borne  him  hence,  tell  me 
where  thou  hast  laid  him,  and  I  will  take  him  away.  Jesus  saith  unto  her :  Mary.  She  tumeth 
herself,  and  saith  :  Rabboni,  which  is  to  say.  Master.  Jesus  saith  unto  her :  Touch  me  not : 
for  I  am  not  yet  ascended  to  my  Father.  But  go  to  my  brethren,  and  say  unto  them :  I  ascend  to 
my  Father,  and  your  Father,  and  to  my  God,  and  your  God.  Mary  Magdalene  came,  and  told 
the  disciples,  that  she  had  seen  the  Lord,  and  that  he  had  said  these  things  unto  her." 

Since  therefore  there  was  no  appearance  of  angels  to  the  women,  when  they  first  came  to  the 
sepulchre,  those  words,  Luke  xxiv.  23,  "  And  certain  women,  when  they  found  not  his  body, 
came,  saying  that  they  also  had  seen  a  vision  of  angels,  which  said,  that  he  was  alive."  These 
words,  I  say,  must  relate  to  the  second  report  of  Mary  Magdalene,  and  the  other  women,  re- 
corded by  St  John,  in  the  verse  just  cited,  ch.  xx.  18. 

I  am  not  aware,  that  any  considerable  diflBculties  can  be  raised  against  this  account  I  think, 
we  may  safely  follow  the  order  of  things  related  by  St  John,  who  had  seen  and  read  the 
other  gospels. 

St.  Luke  xxiv.  1—11.  puts  together  the  whole  testimony  of  the  women.  But  we  know  front 
St.  John,  that  their  testimony  consisted  of  two  reports ;  brought  down  to  the  apostles  at  dif- 
ferent times,  and  at  a  considerable  distance  of  time  from  each  other,  one  made,  before  John  and 
Peter  went  to  the  sepulchre,  the  second  report  afterwards,  as  we  have  seen. 

When  St  Luke  says  xxiv.  12.  <«  Then  arose  Peter,  and  ran  unto  the  sepulchre,**  he  does 
not  intend  to  say,  that  happened  not  till  after  all  was  done,  which  is  related  in  the  former  eleved 
verses.  Our  version,  indeed,  is,  "  then  arose  Peter,'*  seeming  to  intimate,  that  he  did  not  go  to 
the  sepulchre  till  after  the  message  delivered  by  the  women  to  the  apostles,  by  the  direction  of 
the  angels.  But  there  is  nothing  of  that  kind  in  the  original.  The  words  are :  'O  Jf  mrpof 
«v4s<ra^  e^pctiLBv  ert  to  a^f^eiov:  that  is,  «  And  Peter  arising,  went  to  the  sepulchre.**  Or,  n>6rc- 
<  over,  beside  the  report  and  testimony  of  the  women,  "  Peter  also  arose,  and  ran  unto  the  se- 

*  pulchre,"  &c.* 

I  shall  now  make  a  paraphrase  of  those  words  of  the  two  disciples  to  Jesus  in  the  way  to 
Emmaus.  Luke  xxiv.  22,  23,  24.  «  Yea,  and  certain  women  also  of  our  company  made  uft 
astonished,  which  were  early  at  the  sepulchre.     And  when  they  found  not  his  body  they  came, 

*  saying,  That  they  bad  also  seen  a  vision  of  angels.**     [And  they  said  they  also  had  seen  the 

*  Lord  themselves.]*     But  in  a  matter  of  so  great  importance,  and  so  very  unlikely,  we  all 
^  thought  it  best  to  pay  little  regard  to  their  testimony.    "  And  certain  of  them  which  were  with 

*  us,  went  to  the  sepulchre,  and  found  it  even  so  as  the  women  had  said.  But  him  they  saw  not** 

•  I  think,  I  have  rightly  inserted  that  in  my  paraphrase  of  f  men  pretended  also  to  have  wen  Jesus  himself/    And  In 

that  place.     Dr.  Doddridge  seems  to  have  been  aware>  that  his  paraphrase  of   ver.  24,  he  says :  '  but  him  they  did 

to  much  was  implied.     Therefore,  in  his  notes  upon  ver.  23.  *  not  see  :  though  the  women  apprebendeil,  he  had  actually 

he  says :  *  and  what  is  added  in  the  next  verse,  with  relation  *  appeared  to  them  himself,  and  declared,  that  he  was  riieu, 

*  to  Peter  and  John,  who  are  the  men  there  spoken  of,  ('*  but  *  and  would  show  hunself  to  his  disciples.' 
^  him  they  did  not  see")  may  perhaps  imply,  that  the  wo- 
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However  it  must  be  Cbcknowledged,  that  beside  the  women,  two  of  the  disciples,  and  those  4ii 

*  the  best  understanding,  and  the  most  eminent  among  us,  have  also  been  at  the  sepolchre.    The 

*  occasion  of  it  was  this.     Some  of  the  women,  who  <were  very  early  at  the  sepulchre,  came 

*  down  to  us  in  great  haste,  saying,  "  They  have  taken  the  Lord  out  of  the  sepulchre,  and  we 

*  know  not  where  they  have  laid  him,"  John  xx.  2.     Whereupon  two,  and  those  the  most  emi- 
«  nent  of  the  disciples,  went  themselves  to  the  sepulchre,  and  found  it  even  as  the  women  had 

*  said,  that  is,  that  the  body  was  gone,  and  nothing  left  beside  the  clothes,  in  which  it  had  been 
^  covered.     But  him  they  saw  not :  [as  the  women  have  since  said,  that  they  have  seen  him/j 

*  Wliereupon,  our  Lord,  as  if  out  of  patience  at  their  stupidity  and  inconsideration,  "  says 

*  to  them :  O  fools,  and  slow  of  heart,  to  believe  all  that  the  prophets  have  spoken,"  &c. 

*  vcr.  05. 

These  two  do  not  mention  the  visit  made  to  the  sepulchre  by  Peter  and  John,  last,  because 
it  was  not  made  till  after  the  women  had  seen  ♦♦  a  vision  of  angels,"  but,  as ,  the  more  consider* 
able  thing.  The  women's  testimony  they  slighted.  "  Their  words  seemed  to  them  as  idle  tales,^ 
and  they  believed  them  not,*'  Luke  xxiv.  11.  For  these  two  disciples  they  had  some  regard,  but 
not  so  much  as  they  should.  And  therefore  our  Lord  says  to  them :  <<  O  fools,  and  slow  of  heart,'' 
and  what  there  follows. 

From  all  which  it  appears  to  me  evident,  that  the  two  disdples  did  not  set  out  for  Emmaus, 
till  after  the  report  made  to  the  apostles  by  Mary  Magdalene,  **  that  she  had  seen  the  Lord,  and 
that  he  had  spoken  these  things  unto  her :"  as  related  John  xx.  18. 

This  observatipn  I  have  deferred  till  now,  that  I  might  not  disturb  and  interrupt  the  preceding 
argument. 

I  have  now  performed  all  that  I  intended.  For  I  never  proposed  to  go  any  farther,  than  the 
appearances  of  our  Lord  to  the  disciples,  and  others,  on  the  day  of  his  resurrection. 

Shall  I  now  recollect,  and  sum  up  what  has  been  said  under  this  fifth  and  last  article  of 
our  inquiry  ? 

Early  on  the  first  day  of  the  week,  Mary  Magdalene,  Joanna,  Mary  the  mother  of  Jame^ 
and  Salome,  and  other  women,  who  had  come  up  with  our  Lord  to  Jerusalem  from  Galilee,  and 
had  often  attended  upon  him,  went  up  to  the  sepulchre,  bringing  the  spices,  which  they  bad 
prepared.  As  they  were  going,  they  said  among  themselves,  ♦*  Who  shall  roll  us  away  the  stone 
from  the  door  of  the  sepulchre  ?  For  it  was  very  great."  But,  when  they  came  nigh  to  the  se- 
pulchre,  they  perceived  that  the  stone  was  rolled  away.  That  obstacle  therefore  to  their  per- 
forming the  mtended  office  of  respect,  in  embalming  the  body,  of  which  they  had  been  appre- 
hensive, was  removed.  Which  afforded  them,  for  the  present,  a  good  deal  of  satisfaction.  But 
when  they  had  entered  in,  they  found  not  the  body  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  This  filled  them  with 
the  utmost  surprise  and  concern.  Whereupon,  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  all  the  rest 
of  the  women,  Mary  Magdalene,  and  some  others  of  them,  ran  down  immediately,  in  all  haste, 
to  the  apostles  at  Jerusalem,  telling  them,  that  they  had  been  at  the  sepulchre,  that  they  found 
the  stone  rolled  away  from  the  door  of  it :  that  they  therefore  entered  in,  but  found  not  the 
body  of  Jesus :  **  They  have  taken  away  the  Lord  out  of  the  sepulchre,  [said  they,]  and  we 
know  not  where  they  have  laid  him.*'  Peter  and  John  therefore  ran  to  the  sepulchre,  entered 
into  it,  and  found  every  thing  exactly  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  women.  The  body  of  Jesus 
was  gone,  but  the  cloths,  with  which  he  had  been  covered,  remained,  every  part  of  them,  and 
lying  in  great  order.  So  that  they  could  not  but  wonder  greatly  at  what  had  happened.  But,. 
as  it  was  not  safe  or  prudent  for  them  to  stay  there,  they  soon  went  away  again  to  their  own 
home.  But  Mary  Magdalene,  and  the  other  women,  who  had  come  back  to  the  sepulchre  from 
the  apostles,  stayed  behind.  And  soon  after  those  disciples  were  gone  away,  there  appeared  to 
them  two  angels,  and  one  of  them  said  to  them,  "  Fear  not.  Ye  seek  Jesus,  who  was  crucified.. 
He  is  not  here*  He  is  risen,  as  he  said.  Come,  see  the  place  where  the  Lord  lay.  And  go 
quickly,  and  tell  his  disciples  that  he  is  risen  from  the  dead.  And  they  departed  quickly  from 
the  sepulchre,  with  fear  and  great  joy,  and  did  run  to  bring  the  disciples  word.  As  they  were 
going  to  tell  his  disciples,  behold  Jesus  met  them,  saying,  All  hail.  And  they  came,  and  held 
him  by  the  feet,  and  worshipped  him.  Then  said  Jesus  unto  them :  Be  not  afraid.  Go  tell  my 
brethren  that  they  go  into  Galilee.  And  there  sliall  they  see  me.  Now  when  they  were  going» 
behold  some  of  the  watch  came  into  the  city,  and  showed  unto  the  chief  priests  all  the  things 
that  were  done."    So  in  Matt  xxviii.  5—11.  or,  as  in  John  xx.  18»  ••  Mary  Magdalene  came» 
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TkuA  told  the  disciples,  tliat  she  had  seen  the  Lord,  and  that  he  had  spoken  these  things  unt 
her."  When  she,  and  the  rest  of  the  women,  now  came  down  to  the  apostles,  it  might  be 
about  seven  or  eijght,  at  the  latest  about  eight  or  nine  in  the  forenoon.  Nor  did  the  women, 
nor  any  of  the  disciples,  go  up  to  the  -senulchre  any  more  after  this.  These  just  mentioned, 
are  all  the  joumies  to  the  sepulchre  which  are  recorded  by  the  evangelists.  Some  while  after 
the  return  of  these  women,  and  aft^r  th^  had  reported  their  testimony  to  the  apostles,  two  of 
their  company  went  to  the  village,  called  Emmaus ;  where  Jesus  appeared  to  them  also,  and  was 
known  to  them,  about  three  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  or  sooner.  And  about  the  same  time 
the  Lord  appeared  also  to  Peter,  though  we  cannot  exactly  say  the  place.  Jesus  having  clearly 
made  known  himself  to  the  two  at  Emmaus,  as  they  were  sitting  down  to  table,  he  afterwards 
withdrew,  when  it  was  about  three  afler  noon.  **  They  then  rose  up  the  same  hour,  and 
returned  to  Jerusalem,  and  found  the  eleven  gathered  together,  and  them  that  were  with 
them.  They  arrived  there  about  five  after  noon,  or  sooner.  Immediately  after  which  **  Jesus 
falso]  came,  and  stood  in  the  midst,**  and  graciously  manifested  himself  to  them,  giving  them 
full  assurance  that  it  was  he  himself. 

According  to  different  computations,  Jesus  showed  himself  to  his  disciples  and  followers 
four  or  five  times  on  the  day  on  which  he  rose  from  the  dead.  First  to  Mary  Magdalene,  and 
the  women  with  her  at  the  sepulchre  :  next  to  the  two,  who  went  to  Emmaus,  then  to  Peter, 
and  at  length  to  the  eleven  at  Jerusalem,  who  were  assembled  together,  about  five  of  the  clock 
in  the  afternoon.  If  we  compute  the  appearance  to  Mary  Magdalene,  to  be  distinct  from  that 
to  the  women,  there  are  five  appearances,  otherwise,  they  are  four  only. 

Thus  I  have  digested  the  history  of  our  Saviour's  resurrection,  and  his  first  appearances  to 
the  disciples.  I  please  myself  with  the  persuasion,  that  I  have  done  it  in  a  plainer  manner, 
than  it  has  been  done  of  late  by  some  others.  These  thoughts  therefore  are  now  referred  to  your 
consideration.    And  I  remain,  with  true  esteem, 

Sir, 

Your  friend  and  well-wisher, 

E.  F. 


END   OF  THE   OBSERVATIONS  UPON  DR.   MACKNIGIIT's  HARMONT. 
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Malchioo,  presbyter  of  Anttoch 270 

Manl  and .  his  followers  :  before  the  end  of 

the  third  century 

Marc,  and  the  Marcoiians  j   in  the  second 

century 

Amm.  Marcellintis 380 

Marcellus,  Bp.  of  Ancyra,  in  Galatia 320 

Marcion,  a  fuUoweV  of  Cerdon J. ...  130 

Marinus,  lucceasor  of  Proclus 485 

Martial 100 

Julius  Firmicus  Maternus 345 

Maximin,  an  Arian  Bp  in  Africa 428 

Maximin  IL  emperor,  his  letter  in  favour  of 

the  Christians. , 312 

Maximus  :  in  the  second  century 

Meletius,  an  .^^yptian  Bp,  and  his  followers.  306 

Mdito,  Bp  of  Sanlis,  in  Lydia 177 

Methodius,  Bp  of  Olympus,  in  Lycia 290 

Miltiades,  an  apologist  for  the  Christian  re- 
ligion   180 

M.  Minucius  Felix,  an    apologist  foi*    the 
Christian  religion 210 

Mishna 1 80 

Modeidus \ 176 

Montaous,  and  the  Montanists  in  the  second 

century 

Musanus • 1 76 

N 

Narcissus,  Bp  of  Jerusalem «...  196 

Nazarenes  in  the  first  century 

Nepos,  an  Egyptian  bishop 244 

Nice,  the  cotucil  of 325 

Nicephorus,  patriarch  of  Constantinople. . . .  806 

Nicephorus  Callisti 1325 

Noetus 220 

Nonnus 410 

Novatus,  otherwise  called  Novatian 251 

Novatians 25 1 

Numenius,  a  philosopher,  time  uncertain.  • . . 


Ofcuroenins 950 

Olympiodorus 425 

Ophians,  or  Ophites,  supposed  to  be  the  same 

as  the  Sethians 

Optatus,  of  Milevi,  in  Africa 370 

Oribasins,  a  philosopher,  a  friend  of  Julian.  . 

Origen 230 

Origcnists :  an  obscure  sect #' 

Paul  Orosius,  a  Christian  writer  about  tlie  be- 
ginning of  the  fifth  century 

Osscns.    See  Elcesaites 


iii. 

/547 
1 549 

1, 

439 

ir. 

669 

1.,- 

439 

i. 

iii. 

i. 

ii. 

484 
614 

348 

111. 

47 

III. 
i. 

90 
S8i 

111. 

S 

ii. 

43 

II. 

5* 

iv.     205 


iii. 
iv. 

39^ 

iv. 

655 

II. 
iv. 

% 

i. 
i. 

'^ 

IV. 


31 


Pacian^  Bp  of  Barcelona  . 


.370    ii.     490 


_  A.  ». 

Palladiosjo ~.  *..•/.  ^ 408 

Palroat,  Bp  of  Amastris^  in  Pontut 1 70 

Pampbilus 294 

Pantsenus,  catechist  at  Alexandria 192 

Papias,  Bp  of  Hierapolis,  in  Phrygia 116 

Parmenian,  Donatist  Bp  at  Carthage; 350 

Paul,  of  Samosata,  Bp  of  Antioch. ., 260 

Paulicians,  in  the  seventh  century , 

Patdinus,  Bp  of  Nola 403 

Pausanias 180 

Pelagicrs  • 405 

Peter,  Bp  of  Alexandria i 300 

Petil'ian,  Donati&t  Bp  at  Cirtha,  in  Numidia. .  41 1 

Philaster,  Bp  of  Brescia 380 

Pbileas,  Bp  of  Thmuis,  in  ^gypt 296 

Philip,  Bp  of  Gortyna,  in  Crete 1 70 

Philip,  emperor 244 

Philoromus,  of  Alexandria 296 

Pbilostorgiui,  a  learned  Arian  historian 425 

PhilostratCu,  his  Life  of  A  pollonias  TyansBtn   210 

Phlegon 138 

PhcebadiQS,  Bp  of  Agen  in  Gaul 359 

Photinus 341 

Photius,  patriarch  of  Constantinople 858 

Pierius,  presbyter  at  Alexandria 283 

Pinytus,  Bp  of  Gnossus,  in  Crete 170 

Pliny  the  elder 77 

Pliny  the  younger,  and  Trajan 106^  107 

Plutarch,  concerning  the  death  of  Pan.  •  •  • . .   33 

Polycarp,  Bp  of  Smyrna,  in  Asia 108 

Polycrates,  Bpbf  Ephesus 196 

Pontius,  deacon  at  Carthage 251 

Porphyry 270 

Praxagoras,  of  Athens 350 

Praxeas,  an  Unitarian,  about  the  end  of  the 

second  century 

Priscillhin,  Bp  of  Abila,  in  Spain,  and  his 

followers ^jS 

Proclua,  preiident  of  the  school  at  Athens.  ..464 
Procopius,  a  Christian  writer  of  the  biiiorj 

of  Justinian* 552 

Proculus,  a  Montantst 212 

Prodicus,  a  heretic between  120  and  130 

Prosper  of  Aquitain 434 

Works  ascribed  to  Prosper 434 

Prudentius,  of  Saragossa  in  Spain 405 


Quadratus,  apologist  for  the  Christian  religion 
in  the  time  of  Adrian. 126    1. 
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Recognitions  :  in  the  second  century 

Rbeticus,  Bp  of  Autun,  in  Gaul 313 

Rhodon » 190 

Rufinus,  presbyter  of  Aquileia 397 

Rutilius ., .  ,,  .... » .418 


Sabellius 256 

Sabinus,  an  Arian  ecclesiastical  historian  ....  376 

Salvian,  presbyter  of  Marseilles 440 

Satuminus,  a  heretic 

Scythian,  one  of  Mani's  p^ecessors  :  in  the 

third  century 

Secundinus,  of  Rome,  a  Manichaean  author. .  406 
Caecilliuf  Sedulias .434 
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Anoflicr  ScduTius. . .  .77.,  .;. 818 

"Seneca.. 

Serapion^  Bp  of  Aatioch aoo 

^rapion,  Bp  of  Tkmuis,  in  -ffigypt 347 

Servius • «..4i3 

Setbians. about     150 

Severian,  Bp  of  Galbala,  in  Syria 401 

Severus,  Alexander 222 

SeveroSj  Septimius 202 

Severus,  Sulpicius .401 

Seztus:  in  the  second  centoty  • . , 

Sibylline  Oracles :  in  the  second  century.  • . . 

^ilvanu8>  Bp  of  Gaza,  in  Palestine 310 

Siroplicius 550 

SisinniuSj  a  disciple  of  Mani about    300 

Socrates,  the  ecclemstical  historian 440 

Sophronius 390 

^oter,  Bp  of  Rome 164 

"Sozonien,  the  ecclesiastical  historian 440 

Spartian,  one  of  the  writers  of  the  Augustan 

history 306 

Stephen^  Bp  of  Laodicea 280 

Suetonius. no 

Symmacbus 200 

Symmachus,  praefect  of  Rome 384 

Syrianus ^....^.•*. 450 


TTadtus..^...^  ^.^  .^ 9 ••»••« ••100 

Tilmud -...Sooj 

Tatian , p 172 

Terebintbusy  one  of  Mani*s  predecessors :  in 

the  third  century  •  4 f 

Tertullian 200 

Testaments  of  the  twelve  patriarchs :  an  the 

second  century «•« «... 

Thallus  :  time  not  known. ..« 

Themison,  a  Montanist 211 

Themistitts : 364 

Theodore,  Bp  of  Heraclea,  in  Thrace 334 

Theodore,  Bp  of  Mopsuestia,  in  Cilicia 394 

Theedoret  .^ ••...«....«•«.•• ....  •.••••423 
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Theodotus,  Bp  of  Laodicea,  in  Syria 308 

Theodotus,  ,the  tanner,  an  Unitarian 308 

Tbeognostus,  of  Alexandria 28a 

Tbeooas,  Bp  of  Alexandria 290 

Theopbilus,  Bp  of  Antioch , 181 

Thcophilus,  Bp  of  Ceesarea 196 

Theophylact 1070 

Tiberian,  of  Spain,  a  Priscillianist • .  •  390 

Ttcbonius,  a  Donatist  writer 380 

Titus,  Bp  of  Bostra,  in  Arabia 362 

Toldotb  Jeschu,  written  in  the  14th  or  15th  1 

centurv j 

Triphyilius,  Bp  in  Cyprus 340 

Tryphou , 233 


Valens,  deacon  of  ^lia,  or  Jerusalem,  martyr 

in  Dioclesian's  persecution 294 

Valentinus  (the  gnostic)  in  the  second  cen-  ) 

toiy S 

Valerian,  and  Gallienus,  emperors.  • t .  •  253 

Valesians,  an  obscure  sect .... ^ .  ., 

Vegetius 390 

Victor,  Bp  of  Rome 196 

Victor  of  Antioch :    a  Commentary  upon 

St.  MarkV  Gospel,  ascribed  to  him .401 

Victor  Tununensis , 566 

Victorinus,  Bp  of  Pettaw  in  Grermany 290 

C.  M.  Victorinus  Afer. * 360 

Vincentius  lirinensis «.••••.>....  434 

Vitellius,  a  Donatist .« 344 

Ulphilas,  Bp.  of  the  Goths 365 

Ulpian 322 

Vopiscuilf  one  of  the  Augustan  writers. .,.».  396 


Xipbilinus,  a  Christian,  wrote  an  Epitome  of 
DionCassius;  in  the  luth .century.^  ••,«•««     iy.    xoi 
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AbERCIUS  MABCELLVS,  to  whom  Aitcrius  Urbanus 
inicribed  his  books  against  the  Mootaoisti,  vol.  i.  p.  490 

Abgarus,  king  of  EJessa,  his  letter  to  our  Saviour,  and  otir 
Saviour's  rescript,  with  remarks,  iii.  594  to  598 

Mlabius,  a  Novatian  bishop,  ii.  56 

Ahominaitons  Uanditig  ih  ik€  holy  place,  explained,  iii.  496 

jBsratias,  this  n^me  Itod  the  gems  called  Ahraxcti,  as  used 
by  the  Basil idians,  iv.  536,  545  to  547  ;  these  gems  used 
as  charms  by  (he  heathens,  5485  an  exam'mation  of  Mont- 
fincOh's  figurM,  549  to  5515  from  these  gems  the  hea- 
thenish custom  of  using  Ahratadabra  as  a  charm,  55 1 ,  55  3 ; 
arguments  from  Beausobre  that  these  gems  were  not  used 
by  Christian^,  atid  ihit  Abraiak  was  not  the  god  of  the 
Ba«aidlans,  5  5a,  553  5  it  was  the  first  of  their  365  heaveaiy 
or  the  chief  t)f  the  365  an^s,  547 

dbul^haraghu.  Ice  Bar-Hetraus^ 

Jicaausy  Bp  of  C^fe^r^,  ii.  3it  >  wroti  the  life  of  his  prede* 
Cessor  Eusebiifl,  35tS 

Acclamations,  ice  Applauses 

Aeesiu's,  a  Norafian  bishop  at  Constantinople,  said  to  have 
been  at  the  council  of  Nice,  ii.  53  -,  what  Constantino  said 
to  him,  ib.  commended,  54 

'jicAaia,  the  extent  of  that  province,  i.  ao 

Achillas,  presbyter  and  catechist,  afterwards  bishop  of  Alex* 
andrSa,  ii.  84 

Acme,  a  Jewess,  put  to  death  at  Rome,  i.  187 

Acosta  (Uriel)  whipped  in  the  synagogue  at  Amsterdam,  i.  24 

Acts  f^  Andrew,  and  Thomas,  and  John,  and  other  apostles, 
u  5395  it.  319,  23^  233*  370.  375*  388 

Acts,  or  Journeying  of  the  apostles,  forged  by  Leucius,  iv. 
637,638. 

Acts  of  the  Apostles,  why  so  called,  it.  618;  the  importance 
of  this  book,  1*367,  368,  423;  iii.  77  ;  observations  upon 
it,  iii.  ao6  to  312;  in  what  part  of  the  N.  T.  placed  by 
the  ancients,  i.  433  ;  iii.  456,  463. 

Beferred  to  by  Clement  of  Rome,  i.  395,  396 ;  by  Ig« 
natius,  3183  Polycarp,  339 ;  Just.  Martyr,  345  -,  the  mar- 
tyrs at  Lyons,  361  j  Polycrales,  413  j  the  Testaments  of 
the  twelve  patriarchs,  4645  the  Recognitions,  4703  and 
the  Acts  of  Pftul  and  Tbecla,  449 ;  quoted,  and  ascribed 
to  St.  Luke  by  Irenaeus,  367  ;  by  Clement  of  Alexandria, 
.394»  395*  399'  4<50}  and  bv  Tertullian,  433  j  received  by 
the  Nazaraean  Christians,  iii.  484;  quoted,  and  ascribed  to 
St.  Luke  by  Origcn,  ii.  533,  535  5  an  uncontested  book, 
and  a  book  of  authority,  according  to  the  same,  535,  545; 
received  by  Asterius  Urbanus^  491 ;  Hippolytus,  497, 50a  1 
received  and  quoted  by  Dionysius  of  Alexandria,  610,  635  ; 
by  Cyprian,  ii.  ly,  Pontius,  31  >  the  author  of  Rebap- 
tizing,  39;  joined  with  the  epistles  in  Cyprian's  time,  29; 
a  remarkable  quotation  of  this  book,  40;  pMbably  re- 
ceived by  Novatus,  63,  and  the  Novatians,  66 ;  received 
by  Commodian,  73;  Victorinus,  96;  Methodius,  105; 
Pamphilus,  1331  Peter,  Bp  of  Alexandria,  139;  received 
and  quoted  as  a  book  of  authority  by  Arcfaelaus,  Bp  in 
Mesopotamia,  189;  Serapion^  Bp  of  Tbmub,  146  >  Titus 


ofBostra,  T47;  Didjmus  of  Alexandria,  214,  and  Tbeo» 
dore  of  Mopsuestia,  527,  53 1 ;  both  these  wrote  comment 
taries  upon  this  book,  478,  527 ;  whether  received  by  the 
Mamchees  183,  214;  received  by  some  of  the  Rioliciaas.. 
289 ;  referred  to  by  Arnobius,  255 ;  bv  tiie  other  Anio- 
bius,  2561  by  Lactantius,  285 ;  the  aotbor  of  the  book  of 
the  deaths  of  persecutors,  292  $  well  known  in  Africa,  294-^ 
received  by  the  Donatists,  who  in  general  received  the 
same  scriptures  with  other  Christians ;  this  book  in  par tl« 
cular,  which  is  largely  quoted  by  PetUian  aiMl  Ticbooua^ 
Donatist  writers,  301  j  received  by  the  Arians,  who  like- 
wise received  the  same  books  of  scripture  which  other 
Christians  did,  309,  310  f  a  book  universally  acknowledged 
according  to  Eusebius  of  Csesarea,  370,  381  ^  ascribed  by 
him  to  St«  Luke,  371,  381  >  who  is  sometiaMS  said  by  him 
to  have  been  of  Antioch,  and  a  physician.    Quoted  by 
Adamantios,  author  of  a  Dialogue  against  the  Mareioailea, 
406}  atcribed  to  Luke  by  Atbanasius,  401,  and  Epipha* 
Bins,  418;  received  and  appomted  to  be  puAiHclj  read,  br 
the  Apostolical  constitutions,  438  ;  mentioned  in  the  85tQ 
apostolical  canon,   440;   quoted  by  Lucifer  of  Cagliarl, 
450  J  Faustinus,  4515  Gregory  of  IHiberis,  452;  Victo- 
rinus, 4545   Gregory  Nazianzcn,  470;    Epbrem,  482^ 
Optatus,  491 )   ascribed  to  St  Luke  by  Amphilochius, 
473  J  Gregory  Nyssen,  475  j  Ebedjcsa,  488  \  Ambroae  of 
Milan,  495 ;  received  by,  Jerom,  and  ascribed  by  him  to 
St.  Luke,  548  >  by  Rofinus,  573  *,  Augustine,  584 ;  Chrj- 
sostom,  604,  605 }  is  in  the  Catalogue  of  the  thiitl  couno) 
of  Carthage,  574;  publicly  read,  well  known,  and  much 
valued,  as  a  book  of  great  importance,  585,  604,  605  > 
received  and  quoted  by  Severian,  Bp  of  Gabala,  in  Syria, 
620 )  by  Sulpicius  Severtis,  and  ascribed  by  him  to  St. 
Luke,  632  5  received  by  Cbromatius,  Bp  of  Aquileia,  625  j 
Victor  of  Antioch,  626;  Innocent  I,  Bp  of  Rome,  628  > 
Paolinus,  Bp  of  Nola,  and  ascribed  by  him  to  St.  Luke> 
629 ;  received  by  Pelagius,  63 1  ;   Palladius,  author  of  the 
life  of  Chrysostom,  iii.  5 ;    Isidore,    of  Pelusium,  and 
ascribed  by  him  to  St.  Luke,  7,  as  also  by  Tbeodoret,  10, 
1 1,  and  note  p  \  quoted  by  Eutberius,  Bp  of  Tyana  in  Cap- 
padocia,  19 ;  Salvian  36  )  Gelasius,  Bp  of  Rome>  42  -,  An- 
drew, Bp  of  Ccsarea  in  Cappadocia»  43 ;  is  in  the  Alex* 
andrian  MS.  45  ;  in  the  Stichometry  of  Nicephorus,  48, 
and  that  of  Cotelerius,  49 ;  ascribed  to  St.  Lake  by  £u« 
thalius,  39,  who  also  published  an  edition  o(  this  book, 
and  divided  it  into  chapters  and  sections,  38 ;  ascribed  to 
St.  Luke  by  Arethas,  57 ;    by  Arator,  who  turned  the 
whole  into  verse,  57 ;  ascribed  to  St.  Luke  by  Cassiodorns, 
who  wrote  a  commentary  upon  it,  61 ;  received  as  a  cano- 
nical book  by  Junilius,  an  African  bishop,  58 ;  ascribed  to 
St.  Luke  by  the  author  of  the  Imperfect  work  upon  St. 
Matthew,  665   by  Isidore,  of  Seville,  74;    received  by 
Leontius,  77$    ascribed  to  Luke  by  Damascenus,  80$ 
Nicephorus  Callisti,  91 1  Oecumenlus,  84,  and  Thc»phy- 
lact,  85  ;  which  two  last  mentioned  wrote  coouaeiitanes 
upon  ttis  book.    It  is  in  all  the  catalogues  of  the  lxx)ks  of 
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•the  New  Testameot    See  Catalogues,    Received  by  the 
Valentinians,  461 ;  always  uoiversaliy  acknowledged^  ii. 

•  3695  iii.  455 

Rejected  by  tbe  Marcipnites,  iv.  617 

Jets  of  Paul,  i.  555  ;  ii.  370,  388 

Acts  of  Paul  and  Thecla,  i.  435^  448^  449 ;  how  quoted  by 
Faustus  the  Manichee^  ii.  239 

Acts  of  Peter,  supposed  to  be  quoted  by  Clement  of  Alex- 
aDdna>  i.  410.  See  ii.  370,  383  i  not  received  by  the 
ancients,  370,  383 

Acts  if  Pontius  PUate,  and  JUs  letter  to  TUerius,  iiir 
599  to  601 

Ads  of  the  senate  of  Rome,  and  (f  governor s  <f  province j  and 
other  Acts,  iii.  ^00^  601 

Adam,  his  fall  fon^feeo,  and  tl»erefore  the  wtntA  made^  >ii«  13 ; 
Adam  and  Eve  the  first  pair  according  to  the  Manichees, 
iU  19s 

Adamantius,  anthor  of  a  Dialogue  against  the  Marcionites, 
ii.  406 

Adamans,  or  Adamites,  iv.  575 ;  probably  an  iQUtgiaary  Sect^ 
ilud,f  objections  to  this  answered*  576 

Addasp  an  ancient  disciple  of  Mani,  taught  Turbo,  ii.  144 ; 
See  AiUmantus  and  Buddas 

Jddison,  his  observations  upon  the  fortitude  of  the  Chria- 
tians  in  early  times,  iv.  94,  95 

Adimantus,  a  Manichsean  writer,  his  history,  ii.  i$o\  whe- 
ther he  was  the  same  as  Addas,  150,  151 ;  his  work  much 
esteemed,  151 ;  called  Terebinthus  and  fiuddas,  171 

Adrian,  his  time,  and  general  character,  iv.  51;  not  reck- 
oned among  persecuting  emperors,  5 1 1  his  rescript  in 
favour  of  tbe  Christians,  51,  53;  his  letter  to  Servianus, 
54 ',  bis  moderation  commended,  53  ;  whether  he  intended 
to  erect  temples  to  Jesus  Christ  ?  54  to  56 

jEdesius,  martyr  at  Alexandria  in  Diooleaian's  penecatioB^ 
iv.  356 

Aerians,  ii.  413,  414;  411 

Aetius,  an  Arian  writer,  his  hutory,  li.  311,  3x2 ;  his  dis- 
pute with  Apthonius  a  Maniqhee,  152 

4fr%canus,  JuUus,  his  history,  i.  $13  i  bis  learning,  $15  ;  his 
testimony  to  the  scriptures,  iiuM. }  a  man  of  great  emi- 
Iience»5i8 

Agapa,  or  Icve  feasts  among  tbe  Christians  \  thdr  design 
and  use,  and  the  time  when  they  were  celebrated,  iv. 

^4>  150 
Agape,  a  PrisciUianist  woman,  ii.  498 
Agapius,  Bp  of  Cflesartra,  ii.  118 

Agc^s,  a  Manichsean  author,  his  historyjind  works,  ii.  151 
AgatMas,  his  history  of  Justinian  and  his  character,  iv.  428 
Agathobulus,  a  Jewish  writer  mr^ntioned  by  Auatolius,  ii.  78 
Agelius,  a  Novatian  bishop  of  Constantinople^  hi3  histoiy  and 

character,  ii.  54,  55 
Agohardus,  Bp  of  Lyons-in  the  pintfa^eentui7,'L  448 
Agony,  a  remark  upon  our  i>ord*s  agony  in  the  garden^  r. 

375,  note  » 
'^i'^^tt^  Castor^  a  writer  against  Basilicles  in  the  second  cen- 
tury* »•  437 
Agrtppa  the  Great,  or  4he  Elder.    5ee  Herod  Agrippa 
Agrtppa  the  Younger,  son  of  Herod  Agrippa,  1. 16,  175  his 
several  preferments,  18;  vf9»zJtvr,$hid*,  had  tbie  govern- 
ment of  the  ten^ple,  i8,  45;  his  speech  to  dissuade  the 
Jews  from  the  war  with  the  Romans,  45,  148 ;  raiseth 
bis  palace  at  Jerusalem,  looj  intercedes  with  Claudius  in 
favour  of  the  Jews,  100 
jigrippa  {Marcus)  confirms  tbe  privileges  of  the  Jews  in 

Ionia,  i.  97 
Agrtppa,  and  Ms  son  Mqnha%,  put  to  death  at  Rome  by  Yes- 

pas¥in,  according  to  Josippoo,  iii.  563 
Agr^pina,     mother   of    Nero,     puts    LoUia    Paulina  •  to 

death,  i.  13 
^insworth^s  account  of  tlie  seven  precepts  of  Noah,  ▼.  495 
Akita^,  a  Jewish  Rabbin  of  great  note,  his  histcNy  and  tiha* 
ttctcr,.iU.5so,55i,553 


4^ic,  his  history,  so  far  as  written  by  Zosimus,  iv.  411  to 
413.     See  Rome 

AJbinus,  procurator  of  Judea,  for  money  releaseth  prisoners, 
i.  44,  925  succeeded  Pectus,  44,  45,  9a 

Aldbiades,  a  martyr  at  Lyons,  who  led  a  very  austere  life, 
i.  362  J  iv.  91 

Aldrich,  (H.)  commended,  i.  226,  227 

Alexander,  Bp  of  Alexandria,  his  history,  ii.  301 ;  his  testi- 
mony to  tbe  scriptures,  302,  303 

Alexander,  Bp  of  Jerusalem,  scholar  of  Clement  of  Alexan- 
dria, i.  3923  colleague  of  Narcissus,  446  \  his  honourable 
testi^aoQfiy  to  the  same  Clement,  393  ^  his  history,  491  to 
493  \  erected  a  library  at  Jerusalem,  494 ;  his  character, 
ilnd. ;  he  ordained  Origen,  522 ;  and  h^d  him,  523  \  hia 
sufferings  and  martyrdom,  iv.  167,  192 

Alexander  the  collier,  his  ordination,  i.  594 

Alexander  (f  I^eopolis  in  Egypt,  his  time  and  cbaraotAr,  it. 

.  144,  145;  iv.  307,  308;' his  testimony  to  llie  scriptures, 
and  to  tbe  Christian  doctrine  or  philosop^,  308,  309 

Alexander,  one  of  the  martyrs  at  Lyons,  a  Fhc^gtan,  and  by 
profession  a  pbysictao,  iv.  89 

Alexander  Severus.  v^See  Severut 

Alexandra,  widow  of  Alexander  Jannseus,  a  religious  wo- 
man, i.  67 

Alexandria,  an  ancient  Christian  school  there,  i.  390 

Alexandrian  MS.  its  time  and  contents,  with  remarks,  iiU 

44.  to  47 

Alogtans,  said  by  Epipbanius  to  have  rejected  all  St.  Joha'a 
writings,  ii.  419 ;  iv.  690 ;  never  was  such  a  heresy,  692  % 
£piphanius*s  account  of  them,  ibid, ;  a  groundless  supposi- 
tion that  the  Unitarians  of  the  second  century  iqcctcd 
John*s  gospel,  692 

Altar,  the  conununion  table  not  so  called  in  early  timeis, 
ii.  430 

The  a/tar  to  the  nnknowm  God  at  Athens;  the  oceasion  of 
erecting  It,  and  that  the  inscription  was  in  the  singular 
number,  iv.  171  to  176 

The  altar  qf  victory,  an  account  of  it,  iv.  454  to  456 ;  an4 
see  Senate 

Afypius,  Aqgustine*s  friend,  iL  1501  what  induced  him  t» 
be  a  Manichee?  159 

Ambrose,  Origen*s  friend,  said  to  have  been  at  first  a  Mar* 
cionite,  i.  495$  his  history,  521,  522 

Ambrose,  Bp  of  Milan,  his  time,  and  charactei'^  and  works, 
ii.  493  ;  quotes  apocryphal  books  of  tbe  Old  Testament, 
493  y  scot  ambassador  to  Maximus  by  Valentinian  the 
younger,  507 ;  proposes  terms  for  reconciling  tbe  Priscil- 
liani^ts  to  the  church,  509^  hia  confutation  of  6ymmachns's 
petition,  iv.  461,  462 

Amhrosiaster,  quoted,  ii.  15  |  supposed  to  be  Hilary,  and 
author  of  A  commentary  upon  thirteen  of  St,  PauTs 
epistles,  520 

AmeHus,  his  history,  and  time,  and  testimony  to  St.  John's 
gospel,  iv.  200  to  202 

Ammtanus  Marcellimts.    See  Marcellinus 

Ammias  of  Philadelphia,  said  to  have  been  a  prophet  of  the 
New  Testament,  i.  491 

Atftmonianus^  a  learned  grammarian,  iv.  425 

Ammonius,  a  Christian  writer,  author  of  a  Harmony  of  the 
four  gospels,  and  other  works ;  his  history  and  testimony 
to  ibe  books  of  the  New  Testament,  i.  503  to  505  {  dll- 
ferent  from  Ammonius  Saccas,  504;  whether  his  and 
Tatlan*s  Harmonies  are  still  extant,  £05  to  5071  extracts 
out  of  a  Harmony  ascribed  to  Tatian,  508  to  511;  and 
out  of  a  Harmony  iucribed  to  Ammonius,  51 1,  51ft 

Ammonius  Saccas,  a  celebrated  heathen  philosopber  at  Alex- 
andria, his  history  and  chacacter,  i.  504 ;  different  from 
Ammonius,  author  of  divers  Christian  writings  iir* 
239  to  241 

jbmnomus,  a  learned  heathen,  and  granotnar^n  at  Alexandria, 
and  afterwards  at  Constantinople,  in  the  fourth  century^ 
•master  of  Socrates,  11^  921  iv.  470, 47J 
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AmpMloMus^  fipof  Iconium,  bU  lime  and  works^  ii.  473; 

a  catal<^e  of  books  ascribed  to  him>  472;  his  zeal  against 

Ariant>  and  other  heretics,  unjuttifiable,  473,  474 
Ananus  the  younger,  high-priest,  a  Sadducee,  i.  45,   69 ; 

pots  St.  James  and  others  to  death  by  his  coancil,  45 
AmUolius,  6p  of  Laodicea  in  Sjria,  his  history  and  works^ 

ii.  76  to  78  ;  his  testimony  to  the  seriptores,  789  79 
AnatoUus,  master  of  Jamblichus,  ii.  78 
AnaioUus,  praefect  of  Illyricom  in  the  time  of  Constantinf, 

a  zealons  Gentile,  and  an  author,  and  much  commended 

by  £unapius  and  Libanius,  tv.  384,  385 
AndragaiAfos,  a  pMlosapkei^  j  Theodore  of  Mopauesda  and 

Chrysostom  studied  under  him,  ii.  526 
Andrew,  Bp  of  Cscsavea  in  Cappadocia,  his  time  and  com* 

mentary  upon  the  Revelation,  iil  43, 44 
AnencUtui,  an  early  bishop  of  RoroOy  i.  391 
AngeHcs,  i.  s^7f  5^^ 
Angels,  an  opinion  of  many  of  Ihe  ancient  Christians  con* 

ceming  the  occasion  of  tbek  fall,  ii.  73,  103,  277 
Amcetus,  Bp  of  Rome,  i.  325,  356 
Annat  and  Caiaphas,  high -priests,  i.  209 
Jnonynwus  author  of  the  second  epistle  ascribed  to  Clement 

of  Rome,    written    probably   in   the   third  century,  i. 

303*  304 

Anonymous  author  of  (^tm&stsones  et  Responsiones  et  ortko* 
doxos,  ascribed^to  Justin  Martyr,  i.  343^ 

Anonymous  author  of  the  epistle  to  Diognetus,  i.  349 

Anonymous  author  against  Artemon,  i.  485 

Anonymous  author  of  the  Passion  of  Perpetua  and  Felieitas^ 
i.  578,  5793  his  testimony  to  the  scriptures,  579 

^Mon^mottx^  author  concerning  Discipline,  ii.  32 

Anonymous  author  concerning  Shows,  Vu  32 

Anonymous  author  in  praise  of  Martyrdom,  ii.  33^ 

Anonymous  author  against  the  Novatian  Heretic,  ii.  34 

Anonymous  author  of  Rebaptizing,  or  of  the  Baptism  of 
Heretics,  ii.  36 

Anonymous  author  of  a  Computation  of  Easter,  ii.  39 

Anonymous-  author  of  a  tract  conoeroing  the  true  circum- 
cision,  ii.  60,  148^ 

Anonymous  anthor  of  a  book  in  verse  against  the  Marcienitea> 
ii.  92  ;  extracts  out  of  it,  ibid. 

Anonymous  author  of  the  Acts  of  Satuminus  and  othersi 
ii.  298 

Anonymous  Arian  author  of  a  commentary  upon  the  book  of 
Job,  it.  313 

Anonymous  Arian  author  of  a  discourse  in  Augustine's  worki^ 
U.313 

Anonymous  author  of  a  History  of  the  Manichees,  ii.  148 

Anonymous  author  of  T^e  moraUty  of  the  New  Testament 
digested  under  various  heads  ;  quoted,  iii.  11 2 

Anonymous  writer  against  the  Christians  at  the  beginning  of 
Dioclesian*s  persecution,  of  whom  Lactantius  gives  an 
account,  iii.  252,  253 

Anthimus,  Bp  of  Nicomedia,  his  martyrdom,  ii.  no,  113 

Jtnihimus,  Bp  of  Tyana  in  Cappadocia,  contemporary^  with 
BasiU  >•  S9?  . 

Antichrist,  opinions  concerning  him,  ii.  73,  94 

Antioch,  Bishops  of  that  church  from  the  apostles  to  Theo- 
philus  the  sixth  Bishop,  t.  383 ;  who  was  succeeded  by 
Maxim  in,  and  he  by  Serapion  the  eighth,  414 ;  tl^eir  suc- 
cessors enumerated,  to  the  year  260, 1.  580 ;  the  great  pre- 
rogatives of  that  city,  that  the  disciples  were  first  called 
Christians  there,  ii.  612  ;  the  number  of  Christians  there 
in  the  time  of  Chrysostom,  and  of  the  poor  maintained-  by 
that  church,  and  the  house  to  be  seen  where  St.  Paul 
dwelt,  614  s  Christian  assemblies  more , numerous  there 
tl^n  at  Constantinople^  ibid  y  and  see  Councils 
Antipater,  eldest  son  of  Herod  the  Great,  concerned  in  the 
alaughter  of  the  infants  at  Bethlehem,  i.  186  j  see  likewise 
ij4$  his  design  to  poison  his  &ther,  187,  1905  the  time 
of  bis  last  journey  to  Rome  settled^  188^  1893  bis  deaths 
187,  232 


Antipodes,   denied  by  Lactantius^   ii.    277 ;    believed    hf 
Mani,  166 

Antonia,  widow  of  Drusns,  her  excellent  character,  i.  126 

AnUmia,  the  castle  at  Jerusalem,  described,  i.  58 

Arrius  Antoninus^  proconsul  of  Asia,  how  he  treated  the 
Christians,  and  the  time  of  his  persecution,  iv.  ^^,  34 

Antoninus  the  pious,  his  time,  and  excellent  character,  ir.  6B; 
was  favourable  to  the  Christians,  68 ;  his  edict  to  the  stafet 
of  Asia,  691  the  genuineness  of  it  asserted,  70,  71,  and. 
J05 ;  he  wrote  also  in  favour  of  the  Christians  to  the* 
Tbessalonians,  Athenians,  and  all  the  Greeks  in  generd;  7a 

Antoninus,  {Marcus,  the  philosopher)  his  time  and  character,, 
iv.  72,  73;  his  passage  concerning  the  Christians  in  his 
Meditations,  with  notes  and  obs«'vations>.  74  to  78;  a 
seoeral  account  of  the  persecutions  in  his*,  reign,  and  that 
he  was  not  friendly  to  the  Christians,  jsod  the  reasons  of  it^ 
78  to  81,  473 ;  an  account  ef  the  martyrdom  of  Poly  carp, 
and  other8,at  Smyrna,  in  the  year  168-,  8i  to  84;  the  martyra 
at  Lyons  in  the  year  177,  84  to  91 ;  remarks  upon  that 
history,. 9 1-  to  94;  a  general  account  of  a  remarkable  de- 
liverance obtained  by  him  in  Gernoany,  in  the  year  174, 
95  to  106  j  that  deliverance  ascribcxl  by  some  to  the 
prayers  of  a  legion  of  Christians  in  his  army,  afterwards 
called  the  Thmmlering,  or  Thunderbolt  legion,  95,  96 ;  ob^ 
servations  upon  that  history,  96  to  404 ;  a  summary  of  the 
arguments  upon  that  subject,  104  to  106 

ApeUes^  a  follower  of  Marcion,  i.  431,  445 }  ii.  493  ;  his 
gospel,  56a;  received  the  New  Testament  in  genera], 
iii*  1323  bis  lime,  iv.  6393  his  connection  with  Phila« 
mene^  6405  the  story  of  his  incontinence  fiilse,  ibid}  did 
Dot  discourage  inquiry,  641;  of  his  writings,  642;  liia^ 
peculiar  principles,  642  to  644 ;  what  scriptures  he  rc» 
ceired,  645  to  647 

Apocalypse  o/El^ah,  ii.  56s 

Apocryphal,  equivalent  to  spurious,  i.  476 

Apocryphal  books,  not  quoted  by  the  apostolical  fathers; 
i;  289,  303,  313,  3241  nor  bylrenseus  nor  TertuJ]ian> 
ill.  131;    forged  by  Heretics,  k  358;   hew  quoted  by^ 
Clement  of  Alexandria,  407  to  409  ^  much  dMpiaed  bj 
Christians,  5585  in  some  of  them  a  future  state  cleariy 
mentioned,  560 ;  few  or  none  of  them  composed  beibre 
Ihe  beginning  of  the  second  century,  except  the  geepel 
according  to  the  Hebrews,  iii.  132 ;  the  Acts  of  Faul  and 
Thecla  must  have  been  composed  before  the  end  of  the 
first  century,  or  in  the  beginning  of  the  second,  ihid,^ 
Jewish  apocryphal  books  said  to  be  referred  to  in  the  New 
Testament,  u  557,  558;  how  they  are  quoted  by  Origra, 
551 1  by  Cyprian,  ii.  29,  3c  j  Christian  apocryphal  books 
not  quoted  as  of  authority,  by  Dionysius  of  A\exandria>. 
k  650 ',  not  quoted  by  Cyprian,  ii.  29  j  nor  by  Novatus^ 
651    nor  by  Methodius,  109;   used  by  the  Manichees, 
227;    what  they  were,  229,  2303  a  definition  of  stich 
books>  228;   forged  by  Leucios,    230;^  remarks    upon 
them,  231,  2323  they  confirm  the  history  of  the  aulhendc 
books  of  the  New  Testament,  230 )  iii.  13^1 5  used  by  the 
Priscillianists  512;  rejected  by  Eusebius  of  Caesarea,  388 
to  395 ;  and  Athaaasius,  400.     Apocryphal  booh  of  the 
Old  Testament,  quoted  by  Ambrose,  Bp  of  Milan,  493-, 
494  ',  but  he  rejects  Christian  apocryphal  books,  494  ;  no 
notice  ta|cen  of  such  books  by  Gaudentius,  Bp  of  Bresda, 
524}  the  controverted)  or  spurious,  or  apocrypha)  books 
of  the  N«  T.  which  are  taken  notice  of  by  Eusebius,  386, 388  ^ 
apocryphal  books  of  the  O.  and  N  .T.  mentioned  by  Jerom, 
561,  565  I  much  censtued  and  condemned  by  him,  542-, 
55o>  563  to  5^7  9  «ome  of  them  composed  with  a  view 
to  explain-  the  New  Testament,  563,  564;  apocryphal 
books  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  naentioned  with 
contempt  by  Augustine,  581  >  such  books  seldom  quoted 
by  Gregory,  Bp  of  Rome,  69  $  are  of  no>  authority,  75 1 
how  quoted  in  the  imperfect  work,  64,  65 ;  such  books 
in  the  early  times  of  Christianity,  afibrd  no  valid  argiN 
ment  against  the  geaciioeiicsf»  or  the  aaihoricj[r  of  thQ 
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Boots  of  tBe  Ne^  Testament  now  generally  receiTed^ 
131  to  134  J  bat  confirm  it,iv.  639 

jipollinarit  {ClauJhts)  Bp  of  HierapoKs  in  Plirygia,^  1.  439 
to  441 

jfyolUnarius,  Bf  of  Laodtcea  in  Syria,  bis  time  and  Mmiljr, 
if.  454>455  r  bis  Apology  for  the  Cbristian  religion  agamst 
Porphyry^  iBid,  456^  45 7>  458  ^  bb  commentaries-  npon  tbe 
scriptures^  and  his  otber  works>  456  to  458  ;  bis  pecnliar 
opinions,  558  to  461 ;  bis  worksYelating  to  those  opinions, 
462,  463  f  bis  ehai^ter»  463  y  wrote  agamst  Dionysias  of 
Alexandria  concerning  the  Millenninm,  i.  639 

AjMonia,  a  virgin  martyr  at  Alexandria,  before  tbe  pttb* 
lication  of  Decins's  edict  against  the  Christians,  itr.  192 

Jlpollofiius^  a  Roman  senator.  Christian,  apologist,  and 
martyr,  i.  444 ;  his  remarkable  martyrdom,  iv.  300,  301 

Jpo/hnius,  an  ecclesiastical  man,  who  wrote  against  tbe 
Montan'ists,  bis  history,  i.  4795  different  from  Apolionins, 
senator  and  martyr,  480 ;  says  that  Christ  commanded  his 
apostles  to  stay  twelve  years  at  Jerusalem  aAer  his  ascen- 
sion, ibid;  received  The  Bevekuion,  481 ;  Tertallian 
wrote  against  bim,  48& 

Apoilonius,  a  stoic  philosopher^  in  tbe  time  of  M<  AnSoninus^ 
i.  44a,  443 

jfpoUonius,  or  ApoUonide^,  reekooed  among  the  followers  of 
Artemon,  1.487 

Apollomm  Tyameus,  set  np  by  Hierocles  as  a  rival  with  our 
Saviour,  iv.  254  to  356  -,  remarks  upon  bis  life  written  by 
Pbilostratus,  a6o,  &c.  3  his  obscurity  for  a  good  wbils^  159 ; 
his  letter  to  Titus,  after  the  conquest  of  Judea,  iii.  533 

APOLOGIES  (early) /or  the  Ckristian  religion :  to  the  emperor 
Adrian  by.  Qnadratos,  v.  436  >  by  Aristides>  487 ;  to  An- 
toninus tne-pron9,  Justin  Martyr's  first  apology,  343;  to 
M.  Antoninus  tbe  philosopher,  bis  second  apology,  ibid ; 
to  the  same  emperor,  apologies  presented  by  Melito,  bisbop 
of  Sardis,  359  ;  by  Athenagoras,  378  5  by  CI.  ApoUinaris^ 
bisbop  of  Hierapolis,  439 ;  to  the  princes  of  this  world  by 
Miltiades,  383.  In  the  reign  of  Coramodns,  three  books 
to  Autottcus,  a  learned  beaihen,  by  Tbeopbilus  bishop  of 
Antioch,  3833  in  tbe  same  reign  the-apology  of  ApoUo- 
nius  in  the  senate,  444 ;  in  tbe  reign  of  Severns,  Ter- 
tullian's  celebrated  apology  to  tbe  Roman  presidents^  416 
to  418  5  and  his  apologetical  discourse  to  Scapula,  pix>« 
consul  of  Africa ;  beside  bis  two  books  to  tbe  nations, 
and  many  txx>ks  of  others,  written  in  tbe  first  two  cen- 
turies, or  tbe  beginning  of  tbe  third,  against  Jews  and 
Gentiles. 

Afostles,  sometimes  used  in  a  lower  sense,  as  equivalent  to 
apostolkal,!  i.  4063  iii.  37. 

Apostles,  had  the  largest  measure  of  tbe  gifts  of  tbe  spirit^ 
and  therefore  bad  the  highest  authority  in  the  church, 
!•  431 5  said  to  be  commanded  by  Cbri«c  to  stay  twelve 
years  at  Jerusalem  after  his  ascension,  480  f  their  employ- 
ments  before  they  followtd  Jesus,  ii.  428}  twelve  in 
number,  and  four  evangelists,  630;  said  to  be  fourteen 
apostles,  3835  said  to- have  chosen  tatbemselVes  several 
provinces-  of  the  world,  487  5  staid  a  good  while  in  J^dea 
after  Christ's  ascension,  iii^  153  5  tbe  time  when  they  left 
Judea  to  go  and  preach  tbe  gospel  in  other  countries, 
167  to  173^  were  all  of  the  Jewish  nation^  ir.  531  ^  there 
are  no  certain  accounts  of  tbe  places  where  many  of  them 
preached  af^er  they  lefl  Judea,  iiK  159;  Aey  did  not  all 
die  by  martynlom,  ii.  366?  iii.  »59,  43^.  They  only 
under  the  New  Testament  write  doctrinal  and  preceptive 
books  of  authority,  i.  ^^6,^637.  it.  39,  375,  630.  iii.  43, 
53  to  54,  143,  147  ;  the  whole  world  ooramitted  to^hem, 
ii.  6i3  5  not  forward  to  write,  368>  the  usefulness  oftfaeis 
writings,  378,  379  5  their  sincerity,  3^5  5  four  were  fither- 
men,  two  publicans,  Peter  chief,  and  two  others  also^said 
to  be  chiefs,  613  5  wero illiterate, and  meani6i3,  61.5  ^  most 
of  them  born  in  Galilee,  iii.  13  j  the  prerogatives  of  tbeir 
higb  office,  \u  61s  $  one  of  which  is,  writing  epistles  to 
Ibe  chnrohea  as- mastersjt  wbich  should  J)e.of  aathority^ 


5S4  J  their  just  sentiments,^  and  excellent  philosophy, 
615.  St.  Mark  and^t.  Luke  wrote,  when  tbeir  gosfiels 
might  be  approved  by  apostles,  585 

Aposto/ical  benediction,  a  sermon,  v.  3r3 

Apostolical  constitutions  and  cawms.    See  Consiiiutums. 

Apostolical  fathers,  do  not  quote  apocryphal  l>ooksi  i.  334  ^ 
genera)  observations  upon  their  testimony  to  tbe  books  of 
tbe  New  Testament,  334,  335 

Apostolical  men,  known  companions  of  apostles^  (sucb  >  as 
Mark  and  Luke)  may  write  historical  books  of  authority, 
>-37<5>407.4<59»  4^0,637 

Ajpostoliconpf  Maicioa,.  consisted  of  tea  of  tbe  epistles  of 
St.  PauUiv.617 

Apostolicsyu  ^^ 

Appeals,  made  to  Rome  fi^bm  the  provinces,  i.  r39^ 

A/^iofius,  a  martyr  at  Cssarea,  in  Diodesian's  penecudon>  • 
iv.  356 

Appion;  anthor  of  a  treatise  upon  tbe  six  day's  work,  L  413 . 

Applauses  and  acclamations,  in  use  among,  the  ancient^, 
i.  631,  633 

Apthonitis,  a  learned  Manicbee,  H.  153 

Jpuleius,  of  Madaura  in  Afirica,  bis  time  and  works,  ir.  107 ;.. 
bis  passages  concerning  tbe  Christians,  107, 108  5  miradea 
ascribed  to  bino  by  heathen  people,  109.  iv.  354,  366  -,  the 
design  of  bis  work  called.  The  Metamorphoses  ot  Golden' 
Ass,  iii^To8  to  f  10 

Atfuila  and  Priseilla,  tbeir  history,  iii.  378,  379 

Aquila,  author  of  a  Greek  version  of.  tbe  Old  Testament  ia-t 
the  time  of  Adrian^  i.  446 

Aram,  who  meant  by  tbatname,  iT.  537 

Arato9y  bis  work  entitled  ApostoScal  Mstoty,  in  verse,  com<** 
posed  out  of  tbe  book  of  The  Acts,  ii.  57 

Arbogastes,  an  account  of  bim,  iv.  38^  i 

Arch  of  Titos  at  Rome,  iiL  537,  533>  S7r 

Archelaus,  what  part  of  bis  fatber*s  kingdom  came  to  bis^ 
share,  i.   10,  148  >  styled  Ung  in  the  New  Testament> 
ethnarch  by  Josephns  >  tbe  consistency  of  this,  i.  1 1  j  was 
generally  hated,  ibid, ;  banished  by  Augustus  to  Vienna  ia 
Gaid^  Y5,  160,.  333 >   tbe  duration  of  bis  govfemiiient, . 
11,  160,  333 

Archelaus,  Bp  in  Mesopotamia,  a  work  ascribed  to  bim,. 
ii.  (36  5.  tbe  character  of  that  work,  ibid, ;.  ascribed' by  some 
to  Hefl;emonius,  137  }  tbe  time  of  it,  t^u^.>;its  antiquity^ 
138  i  be  speaks  like  an  Unitarian,  Uid.i  bis  testimony  to 
tbe  scriptures,  138, 139;  fronv  that  work  andent  writers 
against  tbe  Manichees  took  their  accounts,  141,^.1435. 
vemarks  upon  it,  r43  to  144 

Aretas,  successor  of  Obodas,  king  o£«Arabia,  i.  i  ;i  • 

Arethas,  bis  commentary  upon  the  Revelation,  iii.  56 

Aristidfis,  an  Athenian  .philesepber,  and  Cbristiaa apologist . 

i-437 
Aristides,  a  letter  of  Africanos  to  bim,  coneemiog  tbe  dif«<^ 

ierenees  in  the'  two  genealogies  of  Matthew  and  Lnke^. 

K 513, 516 
Aristides  (^lius^)  tbe  sophist,'  bis  time  and-  works,  iii.  Ij6,.^ 

157 }  select  passages  fiom  bim^  157  >  passages  eonceming^, 

(be  Christians,  and  illustrating  the.  l>ooks  of  the  New< 

Testament,  157  to  159}.  bb  character,  ^59,  t6o   ' 
Aristion,  an  elder,  near  the  times  of  the  apostles,  i-337j  33S'' 
Aristo,  of  Pella  in*  Palestine,  1.^438 
AristobuhiP^  a  Jewish  writer,  mentioned  by  Anatoliusi>  and-^: 

said  to  be  one  of  tbe  aorenlj  translators-cf  tbe  04d •Testa-' 

ment,  iL  78 
Arianismi  compared  to  beatbenisro>  i:  636). said  to^  be  tbe- 

worst  of  all  Hereries,  ii.  399 ;  its-  time  and  rise,.  .303  ;  . 

great  increase,  304,  305  f.  the  occasion  of  tbe  oontroversy>. 

306  y  countenanced  by  some  Antenioene  writers  of  the 

cburcb>  373 ;  tbe  Arian  scheme  of  doctrine,  1^  3^3  to  3 15  > 

objections  against  it,  315  to-3L7 
2lrta»f,  persecute  tbe  Novatians,  ii.  54 ;:  many  of  them  dis«- 

disciples  of  Lucian,  presbyter  of  Antioch,  115)  divirions 

anKtti&  tbemj  joS  |  their. numexoos  synods^  and  eieedspi. 
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ibid. ;  their  want  of  n(iodcnitioo/3o8^  304^;  said  to  be  gieat 
persecutors^  399  $  the  cruelty  of  a  persecution  raised  by 
thetn,  iii.  27  ;  not  allowed  to  be  Christians  by  Atbanaskis, 
ii.  399  ;  their  writers,  311  to  321 ;  free  remarks  upon  their 
conduct  in  the  time  of  Constantius,  iv.  374 

AriuSp  his  letter  to  Eusebius  of  Nicomedia  quoted,  it  11$; 
makes  mention  of  the  Maoichees,  148 ;  his  history,  303, 
305 ;  his  works*  305,  306  -,  his  character,  306 ;  his 
opinions,  307 ;  his  and  his  follower's  testimony  to  the 
scriptures,  309,  310;  excommunicated  by  the  council  of 
Nice,  and  banished  by  Constantino,  350 

Arnobitis,  his  history,  work,  and  time,  iti.  244  |o  147  -,  his 
character,  247, 148;  select  passages  from  him,  248  to  25  a ; 
his  testimony  to  the  scriptures,  253  10  255;  a  fine  saying 
of  his,  363 

Amobius,  author  of  a  commentary  upon  the  Pialms,  ii.  247^ 

Armld  (Godfrey)  his  history  of  aH  Heresies,  ii.  179 

Arrian,  who  published  the  Encfuridima^  and  discourses  of 
£pictetus,  his  time  and  character,  iv.  47  to  49. 

Artemon,  or  Artemas,  and  bis  followers;  an  anonymous 
author  against  them,  i.  485  ;  they  received  the  scriptures, 
486  to  488.  iv.  658 ;  charges  against  them  as  corrupters 
of  the  scriptures,  weaken^  and  confuted,  i.  486  to  488 ; 
their  sentiment  the  same  as  that  of  Paul  of  Samosata, 
485,  625.  Artemas,  mentioned  by  Methodius,  ii.  105  ; 
the  time  when  he  lived,  iv.  659 ;  trlieved  Christ  was  a 
mere  man,  born  of  a  virgin,  658 

Asctnsion  of  Mases^  an  apocryphal  book,  how  mentioned  by 
Origen,  i.  541,  557 

Ascension  of  Isaiah,  an  apocryphal  book,  how  mentioned  bf 
Jerom,  ii.  562.    See  Ismah 

Aselepiades,  Bp  of  Antioch  aHer  Serapion,  i.  493 

Asclepiodotus,  or  Aselepiades,  reckoned  among  the  followers 
of  Artemon,  i .  486,  487 

Asiarcis,  or  chief  men  of  Asia,  who  they  were,  i.  91 

Asseman  (Jos.)  commended,  ii.  480,  488,  490 

Assessment,  the  nature  of  a  Roman  assessment,  i.  142,  143  $ 
sometimes  made  in  the  territories  of  dependent  princes, 
149  to  151;  there  was  an  assessment  made  in  Jodea,  at 
the  time  of  our  Saviour's  hirth,  140,  141,  and  151  to  156; 
objections  against  that  supposition  considered,*! 56  to  160 

Asterius  Urbanus,  author  of  a  work  against  the  Montanists, 
his  history,  i.  489,  490  \  his  charity  and  moderation,  491 ; 
hb  testimony  to  the  books  of  the  New  Testament, 
490,  491 

Asterius,  an  Arian  author,  his  history  and  works^  ii.  313; 
Marcel los  of  Ancyra  wrote  against  him,  396 

Asturius,  a  Roman  senator,  and  a  Christian,  who  buried  in 
an  honourable  manner  the  body  of  Marions,  a  martyr,  in 
the  time  of  GalHenus,  iv.  199 

Alhanasian  Creed,  considered,  v.  310,  311 

Athanasius,  Bf  of  Alexandria,  his  time,  H.  398 ;  select  pas- 
sages from  him,  399 ;  his  bitterness  against  the  Arians, 
ibid.  $  condemns  persecution,  i v*  498,  499 ;  his  testimony 
to  the  scriptures,  ii.  399 ;  received  all  the  books  of  the 
New  Testament,  which  are  commonly  received  now,  and 
no  other,  199  to  403  ;  a  bible  sent  by  him  to  the  emperor 
Constans,  402 ;  the  Synopsis  of  saoed  scripture  ascribed 
to  him,  not  his,  403,  405  }  extracts  out  of  it,  for  shewing 
the  writer's  testimony  to  the  scriptures,  403  to  405  ;  the 
truth  of  Athanasius's  account  of  Meletius  and  his  fol- 
lowers, disputed,  ii.  129,  130  j  his  catalogue  of  the  books 
of  the  Old  Testament,  iii.  544 ;  Julian's  great  enmity  to 
him,  iv.  343  to  345  ;  quoted,  v.  387  note  •,  408  note  « 

Athenagoras,  an  apologist  for  the  Christian  religion  in  the 
time  of  M.  Antoninus,  his  history,  works,  and  testimony 
-to  the  scriptures,  i.  377  to  381 

Athenians,  their  character,  i.  105,  106 

Atkenodorus,  brother  of  Gregory,  Bishop  of  Neocsesarea^ 

Mttabts,  native  of  Peiiama^  one  of  the  laartyts  at  Ljw$, 


i.  362.  iv.  S6i  88,  89  i  whether  ke  was  Aroored  with  the 
gifts  of  the  Spirit  >  91 

Audians,  followers  of  Audius»  of  Mesopotamia,  tbdr  Ustory 
and  sentiments,  ii.  411,  412 

Audits,  among  the  Manicbees,  an  account  of  them,  u. 
156  to  158  j  needed  purificatioo  after  death,  1981  tbetr 
misery,  236^ 

Augustan  Writers,  six  in  number,  m  aeoount  of  thenit 
iv.  250,  251 

Augustine,  Bp  of  Hippo  Regius  in  Africa,  his  diarader  of  the 
Sibylline  oracles,  i.  420,  455  -,  how  long  he  was  with  the 
Mankhees,  ii.  149^  his  zeal  for  Manichseism,  149,  150^ 
2375  by  what  arguatents  he  was  misled,  185,  186  j  his 
writings  against  diem,  145 ;  particularly  against  Fattttm^ 
152;  asserted  free-will  against  them,  147,  1975  com- 
mended, 2|6 ;  his  fine  pusages,  shewing  the  genoioeoess 
and  authority  of  the  scriptures  of  the  New  Testament, 
224  to  226 ;  his  charity  and  moderation  toward  tlie  Mani- 
cbees, 236,  237  $  his  time,  576;  his  chaiBcter,  and  com- 
pared  with  Jerom,  576;  what  acquaintance  he  had  with 
the  Greek  langaa^e,  577  ;  his  testimony  to  the  scriptoxes, 
578  to  597  ;  &8  judicious  observations  upon  the  conduct 
of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul  Cowards  Jews  and  Gentiles,  and 
towards  each  other,  iv.  231  to  2333  and  b\s  good  aeose 
acknowledged,  234.  See  also  v.  514,  517;  Us  excel- 
lent observations  upon  idols  and  heathen  deities,  if.  2459 
note  ^;  select  passages  from  him,  ii.  596  to'  599;  a 
passage  in  him  aibended,  596;  his  quotations  ^  tho 
work  called  The  PhUosopl^  of  Oracles,  and  ren^rks  upon 
them,  iv.  245  to  249 ;  his  account  of  the  treatment  given 
to  heathen  people  by  Christian  magistrates,  403, 494 ;  the 
occasion  of  writing  his  large  work.  Of  the  Ciiy  (f  God, 
482 ;  quotations  from  him,  v.  375,  note  «,  377^  387, 
referred  to,  394,  427  ;  his  account  ii  the  Heretics,  Ada* 
mians,  iv.  575 ;  Cerdon,  587 ;  Leucios^  625 ;  the  Mon* 
tanists,  674 

Augustus,  his  decree  in  favoar  of  the  Jews  in  Asia  and 
Cyrene,  i.  97,  98  ;  several  computations  of  his  re^,  194; 
the  nature  of  this  title  of  Augustus,  198;  his  jest  upon 
Herod  for  killing  bis  sons,  183^  184 

Aurelian,  his  treatment  of  Zenobia  and  Longinos,  iv.  203  ; 
his  time  and  character,  207;  how  the  Christians  were 
mentioned  by  him  in  a  letter  to  the  senate  of  Rome,  207, 
208 ;  his  conduct  towards  Pstil  of  Samosata,  Bp  of 
Antioch,  i.  623.  iv.  208;  his  persecution  of  the  Chris- 
tians, 208,  209 

Authentic  Letters,  as   used    by  TertoUian,    expkined,   i. 

Autolicus,  a  learned  heathen  of  the  second  century,  i.  383, 
to  whom  Theophilu^,  bishop  of  Antioch,  sent  hb  Apaiogy 
for  the  Christian  religion,  iv.  115 

B 

Baby  las,  Bp  of  Antioch,  a  martyr  under  Decius,  iv.  i  ^j 
BacchanaSa,  prohibited  by  the  Roman  senate,  i.  96 
Bacchyhu,  Bp  of  Corinth,  and  writer  in  the  second  ccotury, 

>-44S 
Bagoas,  an  eunuch  in  the  ootirt  o(  Herod  the  great,  a.  15a ; 

bantered  by  Joaephns.  i.  153  ^ 

Balduinus,  {Ft.)  bis  judicious  observations  upon  Pliny's  letter 
to  Trajan  concerning  the  Christians,  iv.  20,  30  \  «nd  upon 
Trajan*s  rescript,  30,  note  « 5  his  remark  upon  the  ten:^ 
of  Severus  toward  the  Christians,  166  \  his  observatma 
eoneeming  Papinian,  170,  171 

Baluxe  {Stephen)  quoted,  ii.  326,  329 

Baptism  had  its  original  from  John,  ii.  410;  women 
not  initiated  among  the  Jews  by  baptism*  r.  S^'*  S^*  » 
Christian  baptism,  how  misrepresented  by  Julian^  339> 
340,  by  Zosinms,  402 

Barcabbas,  and  Barcopk  or  Porsor,  their  propbod^  wtst 
oriental  book^  and  not  forgod  Igr  Basilidfl^  iv.  Si4 
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Bar-O^p  H9$a»  bis  lime^  i.  515 

Batchoehtbast  a  Jewish  impostor^  who  set  himself  c^  for  the 
Metaiah,  in  the  time  of  Adrian^  iii.  488*  55  $ 

Bardesams,  the  Syrian,  his  age,  and  whether  the  same  as  the 
fiabykmian,  ii.  44a  to  444 ;  his  history  and  works,  440 
to  442$  compoaed  150  Psalms,  in  imitation  of  David's 
Ptelter,  442 )  believed  the  unity  of  God,  iv.  520 

Bar-Hekr^^ms  {Gregory)  caWedjibuifAaragius,  his  time,  i.  507 

Barnabas  (5/.)  his  history^  and  the  character  of  the  epistle 
ascribed  to  him,  i.  283,  284;  mentioned  by  Jerom,  284 ; 
ii*  560,  563 ;  to  whom  that  epistle  was  written,  i.  284 ; 
whenwritten>i/«/.  -,  not  a  part  of  canonical  scripture  though 
genuine,  ii.  570,  374,  375.  iii.  144  ^  1485  how  quoted 
by  Clement  of  Alexandria,  s.  283.  406 ;  by  Origen,  283, 
549 ;.  he  was  not  an  aposile,  iii.  145  to  148 1  reckoned  by 
Clement  of  Alexandria  an  apostolical  man^  or  an  apostle, 
in  die  lower  senae  of  the  word,  i.  283, 406 ;  not  reckoned 
an  apoatle  by  Theodoret,  iii.  13  ;  said  by  Tertullian  to  be 
the  writer  of  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  i.  426 

AirofUKf,  his  misrepreientation  oi  Pliny,  i.  137 ;  thought  Cy- 
reniua  waa  twice  governor  of  Syria,  162 

Barratier  (/.  B.)  his  judgment  concerning  the  Constitutions, 
it.  425 1  his  observations  upon  some  works  of  Theodoret, 
iii.  10, 

Barsatas,  sumamed  Justus,  Acts  i.  233  a  miracle  wrought 
•     upon  him,  related  by  Paptas,  i.  337  • 

Bar-SaUbi  (Dhor^sius)  Bp  of  Amida  in  Mesopotamia  i  his 
time,  1.515 

Bartholomew  {St,}  said  to  have  preached  the  gospel  in  India^ 
and  to  have  left  there  St.  Matihew*s  gospel,  i.  390 

Baruch,  not  received  as  a  canonical  book  by  ^^rom,  ii. 

S4i>  54a 

Baul,  Bp  of  Ancyra,  an  Arian,  or  Semi-Arian^  his  history 
and  works,  ii.  314 

Basil,  Bp  9f  CcBsarea,  in  Cappadoda,  his  time  and  works,  ti. 
465, 4663  scriptures  received  by  him,  406  $  marks  of  respect 
fi>r  tbem»  468 1  a  passage  of  his  relating  to  the  inscrip- 
tion of  the  epissle  to  the  Ephesians  considered,  466  to 
468  ;  his  honourable  testimony  to  Gregory  Tbanmaturgus, 
>•  597  S  remarks  upon  it,  604 

Basilides  of  Aiexandria,  next  after  Satuminus,  his  character, 
iii.  358  5  see  the  Contents  of  his  chapter,  iv.  his  time, 
and  the  account  of  his  heresy,  i.  437  ;  iv.  584  to  586 > 
confuted  by  Agrippa  Castor,  i.  437  j  an  examination 
of  several  opioioos  attributed  to  him,  iv.  586,  587  -,  his 
opinion  concerning  Christ,  588,  589;  his  sentiments  ac« 
cording  to  Beausobre^  540 1  his  definition  of  faith,  545  ; 
he  believed  that  the  soul  only  would  be  saved,  541 ;.  he  is 
said  to  have  written  a  gospel,  i.  438,  552.  ii.  562,  iv.  555  ; 
probably  tbia  is  his  24  books  of  commentaries,  iv.  5  55  ; 
falsely  accused  of  believing  the  indifference  of  actions,  and 
of  using  magic,  54s  to  544 ;  the  scriptures  received  by 
him,  554  to  555  ;  his  followers  are  said  to  have  used  spu- 
rious books,  i.  $59  s  the  Basilidiaos  resembled  the  Valen« 
tinians  in  many  respects,  iv.  544 ;  these  accounts  prove 
that  the  knowledge  of  the  scriptures  was  much  diffused  in 
the  work),  556 

Basnage  {S.)  his  solution  oHicerning  the  different  names  of 
Herodias's  first  husband,  rejected^  i*  213 1  quoted,  with  a 
remark  concertiing  him,  ti.  130 ;  his  remarks  upon  the 
prodigiea  preoediog  the  destruction  of  Jesusalem,  as  re-^ 
lated  by  Josephus^  iii,  520;  his  judicious  observations 
upon  the  accounts  of  M.  Antoninus's  deliverance  in  Ger- 
many, iv.  98 

Bassianus,  put  to  death  by  Constantine,  ii.  340 

Bairkides,.  his  peculiar  opinion  concerning  Simon  the  just^ 

L  225 

Bayle,  his  remarks  upon  Phlegon,  iv.  63  i  his  obacrvation 
upon  the  agreement  of  Pagan  and  Christian  persecutions, 
^5S  9  npon  the  miraclea  aKribed  to  Apuleius^  266 }  a  qiK>- 
Ution  firom  his  article  Caimus,  522 

Beamaha  (J.  de)  his  <]piQi<NB  of  the  'author  of  the  Testa- 
qf  iha  iwdtff  paUiarchs,  i.  457  5  quoted  and  com- 


mended>  1.581,  584,  619.  ti.  104,  349,  392,  450,  490, 
519)  his  vindication  of  the  Manicbees  from  some  asper- 
sions cast  upon  them,  ii.  158,  159 ;  his  observations  upoa 

-  the  Manichsan  notion  of  tl^e  design  of  Chnnt*s  coming, 
204,  205 ;  his  account  of  the  Ebionites,  and  Nazarene 
Christians,  235,  note  ^ ;  his  history  of  the  Manicbees,  and 
his  fi^eedom  of  thinking  conmieoded,  234,  and  note  -, 
240  to  242 ;  his  sentiment  concerning  the  epistle  to  the 
Hebrews,  391,  392  ;  his  characters  of  Diodorus  of  Tarsus 
and  Theodore  of  Mopsuestia,  5193  quoted,  iii.  152.  2o6» 
332,  352,  and  elsewhere;  his  ol^servations  on  the  Mar- 
cionite  notion  of  Christ's  delivering  the  wicked  in  hell, 
but  leaving  the  good,  iv.  600,  601  ;  quoted,  519,  536, 
"  S37»  538,  540,  S4a>  59^  S92>  640;  v.  376,  427,  and  in 
many  other  places 

Beausohreand  Lerfant,  quoted,  ii.  63,  69.  v.  408 

Bede  { VenerabU)  his  time  and  testimony  to  the  scriptures, 
in.  78,  79 

Bemarchius,  his  history  of  Constantine,  wbichVas  favourable 
to  him,  iv.  310 

Bengelius  {J.  A)  quoted,  iii.  30,  34 

Benson  {Dr.  G.)  quoted,  i.  270,  572.  ii.  287  note  \  407 
note  ".  iii.  252,  286,  293,  377  note  %  429, 430, 431, 445, 
446,  469.  V.  417,  and  elsewhere 

Bentley  {Dr.  R.)  quoted,  i.  476,  624.  ii.  596.  iii.  68 ;  hit 
remarks  upon  Julian's  ridicule  of  Christian  baptism,  iv« 
340 ;  his  remarks  upon  Zosimus,  415 

fiemice,  her  descent,  i.  16, 18 ;  envied  her  sister  Dmsillat 
X  7 ;  her  character,  1 8 ;  respected  by  Titus,  ibid,  i  interceded 
with  her  brother  Agrippa,  in  behalf  of  Justus  Tiberias, 
i.  40  ;  kept  a  vow  at  Jerusalem^  115;  first  married  to  her 
uncle  Herod,  king  gf  Chalcis,  afterwards  to  Polemoni  16^ 
213,  note*^ 

Bcryl/us.  Bp  of  Bostra,  i.  495  ;  his  history  and  time,  524 

Bexa  {Theodore)  his  solution  concerning  Cyrenius*s  enroll 
ment,  i.  171  i  his  judgment  concerning  the  Revelation,  646; 
quoted  V.  377, 390, 534,  539 

Bible,  the  origin  of  that  word,  iii.  137 

Biblias,  one  of  the  martyrs  at  Lyons,  tv.  87 

Birth,  natural,  how  the  Manicbees  speak  of  it,  ii.  194, 196 

Biscce,  R.  quoted,  t.  262.  iii.  259,  277,  279 

Bishops,  charged  with  pride  by  Jerom,  iii.  572 ;  their  office 
easy  when  slightly  performed ;  but  difficult  if  well  per- 
formed, C99.     See  also  Christian  clergy 

Bishops  ana  elders,  at  first  all  one,  iii.  32 

Blackwall  (A.)  quoted,  i.  646,  647 

Blandina,  maid-servant,  and  martyr  at  Lyons,  i.  361 1  her 
grievous  sufferings,  and  wonderful  patience  under  them» 
iii.  86  to  89 

Blastus,  a  Valentinian^  to  whom  Ireoseus  wrote  a  letter^ 

i.  363 
Blondel  (D.)   his  confutation  of  the  opinion  of  Grotins  con* 

ceming  the  time  of  the  Revelation,  and  St.  Jobn*s  banish- 

ment  in  Patmos,  iii.  222  ;  quoted,  534,  544 
Blood  forbidden  to  be  eaten,  in  Gen.  ix.  4.  v.  495 
Boanerges,  on  what  account  our  Lord  gave  that  surname  to 

St.  John,  and  his  brother  James,  iii.  213,  214 
BoMOssis,  bishop,  and  follower  of  Photinus,  iii.  447 
Bower  {A.)  remarks  upon  his  account  of  the  Mankhees, 

ii.  240  to  243  ;  his  history  of  the  popes  quoted,  447  note  >. 

iii.  16,  19,  20 
Brekel  quoted,  iv.  532 
Britain,  Christians  there  in  the  time  of  Eusebios  of  Csesarea^ 

ii.  365  i  oi  Chrysostom,  614 ;  of  Theodoret,  iii.  15  ;  and 

of  Gregory,  bishop  of  Rome,  73 
Bruttius  Frasens,  bb  time,  and  his  testimony  to  Domitian'a 

persecution,  iv.  56  to  58 
Buddast  a  disciple  of  Mant,  said  to  have  taken  that  name 

instead  of  Teiiebintbus,  ii.  14 r  ^  no  bad  design  therein^ 

iii.  17x1  the  same  as  Addas,  iHd.',  the  common  accounts  oi 

him  not  to  be  relied  upon,  ibid, 
Buddeus,  J.  Fr.  quoted,  ii.  546 
Burial  allowed  to  o^efactors  in  Judea^  t.  89 
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Burnet  (Bishop)  an  observation  of  kis,  concerning  penecuton^ 

«"•  345  ^ 

Burning  the  scriptures,  and  cmeeming  traitors,  in  Diode* 

•ian's  persecQtion^  ii.  393,  294 
Bifrrhus,  captain  of  the  guard  to  Nero,  i.  138 


Cceciluin,  Bp  of  Carthage,  charges  against  him  hj  the 
Donatistt,  iL  295,  296;  was  present  at  the  couocil  of 
Nice,  349 

CcBsarea  in  Palestine,  its  inhabitants,  i.  10,  loi  i  a  libraiy 
erected  there  by  Parophilus,  H.  1 1 6, 1 20 ;  it  was  repaired  by 
Eumoius,  Bp  of  that  city,  1 20  i  made  use  of  by  Jerom, 
ddid,  and  Eusebius,  363 ;  and  Euthalius,  iii.  38  j  destroyed 
t>efore  the  middle  of  the  seventh  century,  ii.  121 

Caians,  or  Catties,  supposed  a  part  of  the  Sethians,  iv.  653 ; 
the  accounts  of  them  from  Epiphanius  and  Irencus,  incre- 
dible, 652,  653  ;  no  sect  ever  called  themselves  by  that 

I    name,  or  professed  such  principles,  654 

Caiaphas,  high  priest  when  our  Saviour  was  crucified,  i.  79; 
called  Joseph  by  Josephus,  216 

Caiut,  adopted  son  of  Augustus,  his  JQumey  through  iudea, 

i.  157 

Caius  or  Gaius,  to  whom  St.  John  wrote  his  third  epistle, 
iii.  43a 

Cattts,  his  history  and  time,  i.  481 ;  said  to  have  been  a 
disciple  of  Irenaeus,  ibU.  -,  did  not  receive  the  epistle  to  tiie 
Hebrews,  as  Paul's,  ibid,  482,  484 ;  did  not  recei^  the 
Revelation,  484,  485,  637;  not  certain  that  he  was  a 
Presbyter  of  Rome,  482,  483 ;  the  Dialogue  with  Proculus 
a  Montanist,  the  only  piece  rightly  ascritied  to  him,  482, 
484 ;  what  he  writes  of  the  martyrdoms  of  St  Peter  and 
St  P^ul  at  Rome,  482  5  how  he  reckons  St.  Pad's^pistles, 
482  to  484;  the  reason  why  he  did  not  receive  the  epistle 
to  the  Hebrews,  considered,  483,  484 

Calama,  inNumidia,  a  disturbance  there  in  the  year  408,  oc- 
casioned by  Gentile  worship,  iv.  478,  479 

Caltgula,  his  attempt  to  set  up  his  statue  at  Jerusalem,  i.  541 
favoured  Herod  Agrippa,  1 28 

Calvin  (J.)  quoted,  v.  390,  424 

Calumnies  upon  the  Primitive  Christians,  what  they  were, 
and  how  they  may  be  accounted  for,  i.  378,  45a.  iii.4  86 
to'488;  the  notice  taken  of  them  by  Amobius,  il.  251, 2525 
and  bv  Lactantius,  268 

Cambridge  manuscript,  character  of  the,  ii.  171  the  same  with 
Stephens's  second  MS.  19 

Oamerarius,  (Joach.)  his  judgment  concerning  The  ReveU" 
turn,  i.  646 

Canon,  several  senses  of  the  word,  iii.  138;  that  word,  and 
CantmcaJ,  much  used,  denoting  books  of  the  highttt  au* 
thority,  138,  139 

Canxm  of  the  O.  T.  the  Jewish  canon,  received  by  Melito, 
«-359;  byJerom,  11.542,  5795  by  Rufinus,  578,  579; 
Augustine,  57S  to  581  $  Chrysostom,  600, 601 ;  Theodoret, 
ni.  10 1  Cosmas  of  Alexandria,  5 1  -,  Gregory,  Bp  of  Rome, 
69 ;  Leontius,  77 ;  generally  regarded  by  Christians,  48  to  50 

Canon  of  the  scriptures  of  the  N.  T.  general  observations  upon 
it,  iii.  142  to  1445  how  it  has  been  formed,  148  to  150  $  not 
aettled  by  any  authori^  universally  acknowledged  among 
Christians  in  the  time  of  Eusebius  of  Csosarea,  ii.  371 ;  nor 
in  the  time  of  Augustine,  578 }  nor  in  the  time  of  Cosmas 
of  Alexandria,  iii.  54  3  nor  in  the  dme  of  Cassiodorius,  61. 
See  likewise  5,  17;  nevertheless  there  was  a  geneo^ 
agreement  among  Christians  upon  this  head,  61  $  nor  were 

s  there  any  books  received  as  sacred  by^  Christians  in  former 
iimes,  beside  those  now  generally  received  by  us^  ibid,  and 

4«*  49-  S4*  77.  9}  ,  , 

Authors,  who  had  the  same  canon  of  the  Nierv  Testament, 
with  that  tvhich  is  generally  reciit»ed  in  our  times  s  Athana^ 
^us,  ii.  400,  403.  Cyril  of  Jerusalem,  excepting  tbiit  be 
hAB  not  the  flcvehlioB,  409, 410.    la  like  manner  ths 


council  of  Laodicea,  415.  Epipkaniua  has  the  same  al 
oars,  417  ;  so  likewise  Basil,  465,  466  5  Gregory  Nazian- 
^fr  470*  47*  i  Amphilochius,  4735  Gregory  Nysseo, 
474,  475  5  Jerom,  548,  561  j  Rufinus,  573  j  the  third 
'Council  of  Carthage,  574,  575  5  Aueostioe,  578  to  5795 
Innocent  I.  bishop  of  Rome,  628  -,  Isidore  <^  Pelusium, 
iii.  7  5  Cyril  of  Alexandria,  g*,  Cassian,  17 ;  IVosper  of 
AquitiAn,  21 ;  Eucherius,  Bp  cf  Lyons,  29, 305  Sedulios, 
34;  Leo,  Bpof  Rome,  34,  355  Salvian,  36$  Dionysius, 
called  the  Areopagite,  41 ;  Gelasius,  Bp  of  Rome,  42; 
Andrew,  43,  44;  Facundus,  55,  56;  Aretbas,  575  Cassio- 
dorius, 61,  62  i  the  author  of  the  Imperfect  Work,  66  -, 
Photius,  82 ;  Oecumenius,  84, 85  ;  Nicepfaorus  Callisti,  90 
to  92  I  Theophylact,  excepting  the  ReveUtioD,  87,  88 
Canterbury  {The  Archbishop  of)  his  sennon  quoted  with 

respect,  iv.  398 
Canticles  {Jhe  look  of)  quoted  by  Ephrem,  li.  481 ;  Fadaa, 
491 ;  Ambrose  of  Milan,  493  }  Conomentaries  upon  it  by 
Rheticius,  441,  and  by  Triphyllus,  442;   recdved  by 
Panlinus,  629  -,  Theodoret,  iii.  9,  10 ;  Aretbas,  57 ;  the 
author  of  the  Imperfect  Worh,  64 ;  Gregory,  Bp  of  Home, 
69;   is  in  the  catalogue  of  Dionysins  called  the  Areo- 
pagite, 41  ;  in  the  Alexandrian  MS.  45.    See  Solomon 
Capernaum,  called  our  Lord's  own  city,  and  why,  ii.  612 
Cofito,  collector  of  the  Roman  tribute  in  Judea,  i.  50, 

note  • 
Cafitolinus  (Jul.)  his  account  of  M.  Antoninus*s  deliverance 

m  Germany,  iv.  102 
Captain  of  the  temple,  a  Jewish  officer,  i.  26,  58,  50 
Captain  of  the  guard,  at  Rome,  prisoners  sent  to  bim  firom 

the  provinces,  i.  129  $  sometimes  there  were  two,  130 
Carahas,  a  distracted  fellow  at  Alexandria,  t.  88 
Caracal/a,  a  story  told  of  him,  when  young,  by  Spartiao^ 
iv.  166  5  had  a  Christian  nurse,  Hid.  -,  the  CbristianB  had  an 
advantage  by  his  act  of  indemnity,  168 
Carfocrates,  an  account  of  him  from  andent  authors^  iv.  556, 
557 ;  his  time,  557 ;  he  and  his  followers  believed  that 
the  worid  was  made  bv  angels,  558  -,  that  Jesus  Christ  was 
bom  of  Joseph  and  Mary,  ibid, ;  accusations  against  them, 
559,560,561  ',  the  improbability  of  these  accusations,  562  ; 
a  general  view  of  what  they  believed,  s^i  what  scriptures 
tl^y  received,  563 
Carter,  Mrs.  £lix.  her  translatk>n  of  Epictetos  quoted  and 

commended,  ir.  46,  47,  49,  50 
Carthage,  The  third  Council  tf,  its  time,  and  the  acriptorcf 

received  by  the  bishops  there  assembled,  ii.  574,  575 
Ouauban  (/.)  a  remark  of  his  upon  a  passage  in  Ignatioa, 
i«  3«3  5  his  obaervations  upon  liunpridius  quoted  and  com- 
mended, iv.55 
Casley  (/).)  his  remarks  opoa  a  passage  in  Augustine,  ii.- 

595  5  quoted,  ni.  45 
Oissian  {John)  his  country,  works,  and  testimcny  to  the 
scriptures,  iii.  16  to  18  j  reckoned  an  opposer  of  the  Au- 
gustinian  doctrine,  16 ;  how  he  tfeata  Nest<miis,  nod 
others  called  heretics,  ibid. 
Cassianus  {Julius)  or  Cassian,  an  heretical  writer  of  the 
second  century,  ooeotioned  by  Clement  of  Alexandria, 
i.  408  i  one  of  the  Docetse,  who  argued  from  the  Old  as 
well  as  the  New  Testament,  iv.  681 5  his  opioioDS  and 
country,  68ft  * 

Cassiodorius,  {M,  A)  Senator,  his  time  and  works,  and  tcati- 
monv  to  the  scriptures,  iii.  59  to  62 ;  a  Latin  translatioa 
of  the  AdumbraHons  of  Clement  of  Akxandria,  made  bj 
his  order,  L  399,  404 
Castle,  at  Jemtalem,  see  AntoHsa 

Catalooubs  rf  tht  books  rf  the  Old  Testamei^;  Melito'a, 
«•  359 ;  Jerom's,  ii.  539,  5405  three{snch  catalogues  takea 
notice  of  l>y  Eusebius,  393  j  such  catalogues  of  several  re- 
cited, namely,  from  the  book  of  Ecdesiasticus,  PWo,  the 
New  Testament,  Josephus,  Melito,  Origen,  Athanasios, 
Cyril  of  Jerusalem,  Epiphanius,  543  to  545 
Catalogues  of  the  Mts  of  the  Old  and  New  Teiiameni  la 
Origen,L  53140,5+25  Athanasiui>iL40*5  intheSyaopau 
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Mcribed  to  hiin,  403,  404^  in  Cyrtl  of  Jerusalem,  409; 
in  the  canons  of  the  council  of  Laodicea«  41 4  9  in 
Epipbanius,  416  to  419 ;  in  the  85th  canon,  called 
apostolical,  440  ;  in  Grcgorj  Nazianzen,  470  j  in  Ampbi- 
iocbius,  473;  in  Ebedjesu,  4885  in  Philaster,  522;  in 
Jerom,  548,  549  ;  Ru6ous,  573  ;  the  third  council  of 
Carthage,  574»57S»  Augustine,  578,  579 ;  Chrjsostom, 
601,  602  ;  lunocent,  Bp  of  Rome,  6285  Gelasius,  Bp 
of  Rome,  iii.  42;  Dionysius,  called  the  Areopagite,  41  ; 
the  Alexandrian  MS.  44,  45  5  Nicephorus,  patriarch  of 
Constantinople,  47,  48  >  the  Siichometry  of  Cotcleriu-,  49  ; 
Cassiodorius,  59,  60  5  Isidore  of  Seville,  73  to  75  j  Leon- 
tias>  76,  77  f  J.  Damascenus,  79,  80 

CATA4.00UES  of  tlu  books  of  the  New  Testament,  see  several 
in  Origcn,  i.  532,  533  5  recited 'in  divers  passages  of  Eu- 
sebius  of  Caesarea,  ii.  368  to  371,  who  makes  several  sorts 
or  classes  of  books — universally  received— generally  re- 
ceived—controverted- received  by  a  few:  sometimes 
called  by  him  spurious — lastly,  such  as  were  universally  re- 
jected by  catholic  Christians,  as  contrary  to  the  apostoli- 
cal doctrine,  371  to  375;.t'hd  catalogue  of  Nicephorus 
Callisti,  429,  430.    jfnd  s§e  the  presedittg  article. 

Catholic  epistles,  received,  by  the  ManiohoeS)  iir2i6,  and  the 
Paulicians,  239;  soldom  quoted  by  Cbrysostom,  Theo- 
doret,  and  other- writers  of  the  feorth  and  fif\li  centuries^ 
w  bo  lived  lather  £a5t>  438,  439;  it^^y  quoted  by  Cyril 
of  Alexandria,  iii.  11,  12 

Catholic  EfisTEBs  (Sstibn  f)  the  antiqutty^and  reason  of 
that  denomination,  iii.  366;  called  also  canonical,  ibid. ;  by 
whom  received  rn  several  ages,  367  \  well  known  and  re- 
ceived by  many  in  the  time  of  Eusebius,  ii.  369,  373,  374^ 
received  by  Athanasius,  400,  401 ;  by  the  author  of  the 
Synopsis  of  sacred  scripture,  404;  Cyril  of  Jerusalem, 
410;  Epipbanius,  41710419;  iSeveii  in  the  catalogue  of 
Gregory  Nazianzen,  470,  and  of  Arophilochius,  473  r 
Three  only  received  by  the  Syrians,  488,  4895  and  by 
Chrysostom,.  602^  607,  6a8 )  Severian,  bishop  of  Gabala^ 
6205  Theodoret,  iii.  12  j  Cosraas,  51,  52,  53;^  Seven  re- 
ceived by  Jerom,  ii.  5485  Rufinus,  573;  the  third  council . 
of  Carthage,  5755  Augustine,  579>  5^7>  their  Orders 
15.367;  in  Jeron>,  ii.  548;  RuhnuS/  573;  thft  diird 
council  of  Carthage,  575  ;  Augustine,  588  j  Seven  gene* 
rally  received  acAlexahdria,' and  in  Egypt,  in  the  fifift 
century,  iii.  39  5  and  by  many  in  the  sixth  century,  53  5 
Setjen  received  by  Innocenti  bishop  of  Rome,  ii.  628;  Pal- 
ladius,  iii.  5  ;  I^iidore  of  Pelusium,  7  5  Cyril  of  Alexandria, 
9;  Eutbaliut,  who  put  out^aaedition  of  tbeni,  and  divided 
them  into  ohaptevtr  and  sections/  38^;  the  author  of  the 
Calling  of  the  Gentiles,  22  ;  and  of  the  Bivine  Promises 
and  Predictions,  ibid, ;  Gelasius,  Bp  of  Rome,  42 ;  Andrew, 
43  f  Gregory,  Bji  of.  Ronie«  70,  .715.  Leontius,  773  the 
author  of  the  Imperfect  IVorkf  66  j  J^  Damascenus,  805 
Photius,  8a  J  Theophylact^  [probably,]  88;  Oecnmenius, 
who  wrote  a  Con>mentary>  upon  them,  84  y  Nicephorus 
Callisti,  91 ;  their  trme  and  order,  according  to  Bede^  78, 
79;  a  Commentary. upon  them  by  Didyrou»,  i.  404  ;  ii. 
478 1  by  Cassiodorius,  and  their  order  in  him,  iii.  61,  62  ; 
in  the  Alexandrian  MS.  45 ;  in  the  Stichometry  of  Nice- 
phorus, 483  and  that  from  Cotelerius,  49;  Five  of  them 
doubted  of  by  some  in  the  east,  59 

Celeti  the  tribune,  l>eheaded  at  Jerusalem,  i.  104 

Celestinus,  Bp-  of  Rof/ie,  bow  he  pepsecated  the  Nofa- 
tians,  ii.  57 

Cellarius,  ((7A.)  his  Observations  upon  the  Christianity  as- 
cribed to  the  emperor  Philip  commended,  iv.  189,  191 

Celsus,  a  Christian  writer,  whether  Bp  of  Iconium  uncer- 
tain, i.  438 

Celsus  the  Epicurean,  quoted,  i.  74;  what  he  says^  a.  Chris- 
tian dialogue,  438 ;  he  called  the  Christians  Sibyllists^  45 1 ; 
how  he  reviled  the  apostles,  549;  his  time  and  character, 
and  work  against  the  Christians,  wjiich  work  Origen  an- 
swered in  eight  books^  in  whic^  a  large  part  of  the  work 

YOL.Y. 


is  still  preserved,  iv.  113,  114;  Ms  passages^ representing 
the  Jewish  expectation  of  the  Messiah,  114,  115;  passages 
containing  references  to  the  books  of  the  New  Te?)tamcnt» 
115  to  120,  143,  145;  his  references  to  Chiistian  facts, 
chiefly  such  as  are  recorded  in  the  books  of  the  New  Tes- 
tament, 121  to  130,  T43,  144:  pa<isages  concerning  Chris- 
tian principles,  130  to  134 ;  concerning  the  progress  of  the 
Christian  religion,  134  to  1375  how  he  charges  Christians 
with  magical  practices  137;  concerning  the  worship  and 
assemblies  of  Christians,  137,  138;  concerning  thbse-called 
Heretics,  138,  139;  injurious  reflections  upon  the  Chris* 
tians>  139  to  141  ;  remarks  upon  the  work  of  Celsus,  and 
Origens  answer,  i.  526,  545,  557,  iv.  141,  142  ;  a  reca* 
pitulation  of  the  extracts  miide  trom  the  wotk  of  Celsus, 
142  to  144;  a  summary  of  the  wotk  of  Celsus  by  Dr/ 
Doddridge,  145  to  147;  by  Dr.  J.  Leland,  147,  1485  by 
Dr.  Sherlock,  148,  149  ;  see  also  110,  in;  and  the  word  ^ 
Scriptures,  v.  in  this  Index 

Censors,  at  Rome,  and  in  the  provinces/  their  ofHce  and; 
power,  I.  J43 

Census*,  see  Assessjtrent 

C^don,  bis  lime  and  opinions^  ivi  585  to  5S7  j  an*  adrhi^r  ^ 
of  virginity,  and  is  said  to  have  recanted  hia  errors,  587  j 
what  scriptures  were  received  by  him»  588- 

Ctres,  h<^r  statue  at  Enna  plundered  by  Vcrres,  i.  95 " 

Cerinthus,  confuted  in  St.  John*s  gpspel,  according  to  Trenstis, 
i.  367  ;  whether  St.  John  mec  him*in  abaih  at  Ephesus, 
325,  iv.  564;  Caios  is  said  to-  have  written  against  hhti, 
482  )  what  Caius  said  of  him,  and  that- he  fofged  a  i^et^r- 
Icttiorti  484 ;  The  Revelation  ascribed  to  him,  6^4;  but 
he  was  not  the  author,  638  ^  his  opii>ions,  638,  639; 
doubtful  whether  he  wa*  a  C<iiliast,  639 ;  did  not  cormpt 
the  Revelation^  641  ;  an  account  of  him  from  ancient 
authors,  iv.  56410  566  3  of  his  time  and  history,  566,  567 ; 
his-  sentiments,  567  to  569:  zealous  for  the  Mosaic  law, 
5683  his  morals- vindicated,  5693  what  scriptures  he  re* 
oeived,  57a,  5715  did  not  reject  the  first  or  second  chapter  - 
of  St.  Mottbew^  5701 

Cestius  Ga/lus,  governor  of  ^yria;  his  unsuccessful  Expedition 
into  JDdea,  iti.  505  to  507 

Chain;  the  Roman  method  of  chaining  prisoners,  i.  127; 
Agrippa  presented  with  a  gold  chain  by  Caligula,  728 

Ghaicidius,  his  time,  work>  and  chatacter,  iv.  3053  his  teitrt- 
mony  to  the  appearance  of  an  extraordinary  star  at  the 
time  of  our  Saviour's  nativity,  306 

Chandler  (Dr.)  commended,  iii.  61 ;  his  Letter  concerning 
the  paragraph  in  Joscphus  concerning  Christ,  with  Dr. 
Lrrd  ler's  answer,  i.  p.  xlv  and  xlvi 

Chapman,  (Dr.  J.)  quoted,  ii.  247  f  his  argoroent  for  the 
continuance  of  miraculous-powers  in  the  church  after  the 
times  of  the  apostles,  iv.  159  ;  Iris  aoconnt  of  the  stipends 
of  the  phtlosephers  and  sophists  in^the-second  century,  159, 
note  ';  quoted  again,  160,  238,  255- 

Chapters}  whether  the  books  of  the  New  Testament  were 
divided  into  sections  in  the  ti^ne  of  Tertullian,  i.  433  ;  an 
account  of  their  beinir  so  divided  afterwards  by  Eutbalius,  . 
and  another  learned  (^ristiatt,  iii;  38 

Chapters,  (the  Three)  what  they  were,  ii-530  • 

Chrestus,  whether  thereby  Suetonius  understood  Christ,  1.^35 

Christ,  or  Messiah,  the -ground  and  reason  of  that  cbarac^ 
ter,  V.  426,  427  'f  how  the  word  is  used  by  some  ancient  ' 
Christian  writers,  i.  178,  179*5  early  difl'erent  opinions 
concerning  hit  person,.  235  $  the  time  of  his  ministry,  138  $ 
the  ends  of  his  death,  according  to  Arnobius,  2535  ac- 
cording to  Lactantivis,  271,  272  -,  according  to  Augustifie, 
598,  5995  his  priestly  ofBce  not  insisted  on  by  Lactantius, 
277;  Christ,  the  Son  of  man,  a  sermon,  v.  192;  the 
Son  of  God,  a  sermon,  1975  his  thirst  upon  the  cn^ss,  a 
8ei*'>on,  1575  his  greatness  in  his  last  suffer ingn,  a  ser- 
mon, 161  ;  divine  tes^timgnials  given  him  during  his  last 
sufferings,  a  sermon.  175;  made  a  curse  for  us,  a  ser* 
moo,  360 ;  the  power  and  e^cac^  gl  h'ts  doctrine,  a  ser- 
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snon»  131 ;  little  childrco  brought  to  him,  a  serraon,  95  ; 
his  povcrly  our  riches,  a  sermon;  202  j  his  farewell  wish 
of  pt-acc  to  his  disciples,  a  sermon,  207  -,  praying  in  his 
name,  h  sermon,  218;  the  woman  anointing  bim,  a 
serm(4i,  229  ;  upon  what  grounds  the  Manichees  believed 
in  him,  ii.  200  ;  they  beUeved  him  to  be  God,  but  not 
man,  200  to  203;  tliej  dented  his  nativity,  201,  202; 
and  his  real  death,  203  ;  did  not  reckon  his  death  a  sacri- 
fice for  sin,  204,  205.  That  Christ  did  not  write  the  New 
Testariient,  221  j  ihe  Manichees  had  no  Letter  of  Christ, 
227;  the  opinions  of  other  Heretics  concerning  Christ,  iv. 
511,  539,  540,  567,  568,  580,  600  to  605,  643,  644,  649 

Christian,  the  origin  of  that  name,  ii.  531 ;  the  great  honour 
of  it,  612 

CkriUian  deigy^  censqred,  by  Sulpicius,  ii.  622,  6235  by 
Julian  PoQicrius,  iii.  23;  not  called  prietts  and  Leviies  by 
the  first  Christians,  ii.  430,  434 

Christian  doctrine,  remarks  upon  some  difficulties  concern- 
ing it,  i.  p.  xli  to  xliit 

Christian  religion;  the  nature  and  design  of  it,  and  its 
happy  effects,  ii.  248,  250,  267,  268,  363,  364 }  called 
the  divine  philosophy,  365  \  arguments  for  it,  249  to  251 ; 
objections  against  it,  ^51,  252;  writers  against  it,  267, 
282 ;  how  it  prevailed  against  opposition,  i.  532  ;  its  early 
progress  in  the  East  and  the  West,  614,  note  ^\  when 
planted  in  Persia,  ii .  234  \  has  withstood  many  difficulties, 
236  >  its  evidence  not  weakened  by  the  Manichees,  ibid.  ^ 
its  swift  and  wonderful  progress  in  the  world,  and  its  trutli 
asserted,  ii.  250,  256,  292,  360,  365,  366,  487,  525,  572, 
613,  614;  iii.  7#  13  to  1$,  55  5  and  see  jirnobius  9nd  Lao 
tantius.  Its  great  progress  in  the  time  of  Pliny  and  Trajan, 
iv.  39,  40  5  of  Adrian,  53,  545  of  M.  Antoninus,  81,  91,  ^ 
92  ;  of  Celsus,  134  to  136  ;  of  Lucian,  152  j  of  Domilian,  * 
attested  by  Dion  Cassius,  184,  185  j  by  Porphyry,  234, 297  5 
and  by  all  authors  who  wrote  against  the  Christians,  and 
by  all  edicts  of  persecuting  emperors,  297,  298.  The  state 
of  Christianity  under  heathen  emperors,  298.  Some  evi* 
-dences  of  the  Christian  religion  are  not  weaktmcd^  bat 
gain  force  by  length  of  time, -v.  46 

Christians:^  the  origin  of  that  denomination,  ill.  266, 
267  ;  their  moderation  toward  men  of  different  setttijpents, 
i*  53M  their  patience  and  fortitude  under  sufferings,  613  ; 
their  kindness  to  each  other,  and  to  heathens  in  affliction, 
612,  ii.  6}  their  innocence,  268;  their  fortitude  under 
aufferings,  272;  did  not  persecute,  274,  275  j  not  deno- 
minated from  their  bishops,  nor  from  the  apostles,  but  from' 
Christ,  399,  420  ;  the  fortitude  of  the  primitive  Christiana 
celebrated  by  Salvian,  iii.  37  j  how  treated  by  the  unbe- 
lieving Jews,  487,  488  ;  they  left  Jerusalem  before  the 
siege  of  that  place  began,  496,  507,  529;  well  known  in 
the  time  of  Pliny  and  Trajan,  iv.  16  ;  there  were  no  Im- 
perial edicts  for  persecuting  them  when  Pliny  went  into 
lis  province,  ibid.;  they  suffered  under  Heathen  emperors, 
as  Christians,  for  the  name  only,  without  any  crimes  proved 
against  them,  I7>  18,  29.  ^8, 93.  See  by  all  meana  note  ^^ 
p.  295  their  innocence  attested  by  Plmy  and  Trajan,  26, 
ag,  41;  their  sincere  respect  for  the  authority  of  civil 
magistrates,  25,  42  ;  were  numerous  ill  the  time  of  Pliny 
and  Trajan,  26 ;  their  sufferings  iu  times  of  persecution 
were  very  grievous,  92,  93  ;  their  fortitude  and  patience 
.under  them,  93,  94;  i hey  were  ateady  in  the  profession 
of  the  truth,  ^o^  their  s^adiness  applauded,  28  ;  their 
principles  and  worship,  40  to  42,  130  to  134,  137,  138^ 
^heir  innocence,  and  eminent  virtue,  42,  93*  136 ;  their 
early  and  principal  adversaries  who  wrote  against  them, 
uo  to  112;  wisely  accused  of  worshipping  Serapis,  5481 
vindicate  from  some  charges  as  if  they  were  too  forward 
in  exposing  themselves  to  sufferings,  42,  76,  77;  were 
sometimes  ridiculed  by  heat^ien  authors,  155;  favoured  in 
the  time  of  Caracalla,  166,  168 ;  their  heavy  sufferings 
after  the  publication  of  the  edict  of  Severus  against  them« 
ami  also  before  it,  i6S  to  170 ;  were  numerous  in  the 


Roman  empire  before  the  cooyersion  of  Constaottne,  503 ; 
their  good  character  in  the  first  three  centuries,  303,  304  ; 
a  testimony  to  their  good  manners  in  Julian,  34^ ;  great 
corruptions  of  manners  among  them  afterwards,  aco^ding 
to  Salvian,  iii.  37 

Chromatius,  Bp  qjf  AqiuUiat  bis  time  and  eounenoe,  ii.  624 ; 
his  works,  and  testimony  to  the  scriptures,  625 

ChronicUs,  the  usefulness  of  those  books,  ii.  548 

Chrysanthiids,  high-priest  of  Lydia,  in  the  time  of  Julian, 
his  moderation,  iv.  383,  384  j  how  he  acted  when  sent 
for  by  Julian  to  come  to  court,  453 

Chrysant/tus,  Novatian  Bp  at  Constantinople,  ii,  56 

Chrys9stom,  {John)  Bp  of  Constantinople;  his  time,  ii.6oo; 
a  Synopsis  of  scripture  ascribed  to  him,  601  ;  his  testimony 
to  the  New  Testament,  602  to  608;  books  of  the  New 
Testament  received  by  him,  608  3  marks  of  respect  for 
tlie  scriptures,  608  to  61  ij  some  texts  interpreted,  611, 
612;  his  observations  concerning  our  Saviour,  the  apostles 
and  evangelists,  the  Christian  religion,  &c.  6iato6i9; 
be  often  argued  against  the  Manichees,  148 ;  what  he 
says  of  Manichaean  virgins,  160 ;  bis  remark  upon  the 
History  of  Apollonius  Tyanseas,  iv.  269 ;  his  differences 
with  the  empress,  as  related  by  Zoumus,  410, 41 1  \  quoted, 
V.  387,  note  *  427  i  obscure  through  oratory,  ii.  1 10,  1 1 1 

Churches,  St.  Paid  writes  to  seven  churches,  ii.  23,  24,  556 ; 
the  apostolical  churches  mentioned  in  the^New  Testa- 
mcnt.  585 

Chur'Chef  \  how  to  be  built  according  to  the  Constitutions,  S< 
430;  in  the  primitive  times  Christians  had  not  spacious 
buildings  to  meet  in,  dbid,  and  see  i.  548,  549 

Cicero,  heathen  people  offended  at  his  worlu,  ii.  253  ;  whe- 
ther Lactantlus  took  pleasure  in  opposing  him,  s8o; 
quoted,  v.  420 

Citizenship  of  Rome,  botight  with  a  great  sum,  i.  1 24,  1 35 

Clark's  (iS.)  Annotations  on  Phil.  ii.  5  to  9,  quoted  and 
commended,  V.  311 

Clarke,  (Dr.  S.)  how  he  quotes  Phlegon,  iv.  60 ;  does  Dot 
quote  Thallus,  67  5  quoted,  iii.  3905  v.  324,  372,  373, 
374»  375t  388,  389,  406,  431 

Claudian,  his  time  and  work^  iv.  388 ;  his  testimony  to  the 
victory  of  Theodosius  over  Eugenius^  A.  D.  394,  pp.  389, 
to  392 

Chzudms  restores  to  the  Jews  all  their  privileges,  of  which 
they  had  been  deprived  by  Caligula,  i.  28 ;  permits  the 
Jews  to  keep  the  highpriest*s  vestment,  loo;  banishes 
Cumanus,  predecessor  to  Felix,  and  condenMis  Celer  to  be 
beheaded  at  Jerusalem,  104;  banished  the  Jews  fit»m 
Rome,  135  \  a  famine  in  his  time,  131  to  134 

Clayton,  {R,  late  Bp  of  Clogher)  quoted,  v.  372,  423,  417,^ 
428  to  431 

Clemens  qfJlewandria,  his  history,  time, character,  and  works, 
i.  393,  394  ',  his  testimony  to  the  books  of  tbe  New  Tes- 
lament,  395  to  407  ;  a  difficult  passage  of  bis,  relating  to 
6t.  Mark's  gospel,  explained,  395  to  398  ;  bis  Adumbro' 
iions,  392,  399;  how  he  quotes  apocryphal  books,  407  to 
412 ;  commended  bv  Alexander,  Bp  of  Jerusalem,  493; 


his  account  of  the  Heretics,  Sasilidians,  v.  537,  528,542 ; 
Carpocrates  and  JBpiphaoes,  556, 557^  Cassian,  wi,  682  $ 
Prodicus,  571 


Clement  ^  Rome,  not!  of  Jewish  ^xtractioa,  iii.  99,  note  •  ^ 
not  a  martyr,  nor  related  to  tbe  Roman  emperors,  1.293  ; 
h\»  epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  and  the  time  of  vriting  it, 
^89  to  291 ;  that  ^epistle  read  in  some  churches  on  the 
Lord's  day,  294,  292;  Photios's  character  of  it,  290, 
note* 5  his  only  i^uine  work,  ibid,;  the  second  epistle^ 
ascrib^  to  him,  not  his,  291  to  293  ;  not  author  of  tbe 
Constitutions,  or  Recognitums,  or  other  books  ascribed  to 
him,  29S4  466  to  468,  472  i  bis  epistle  to  the  Corinthiani 
as  quoted  by  Irenaeus,  374;  by  Clement  of  Alexandria, 
406;  by  Origen,  549;  was  one  of  St.  Paul's  felk>w- 
Jaboorers,  550 }  acquainted  with  apostles,  and  apostolical 
men,  iL  9a  I  bis  epistle^  though  genuioe^  not  a  part  of  the 
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New  Testament,  375,  3863  though  he  wrote  in  Greek, 
he  may  be  reckoaed  among  Latins,  iii.  330  ;  bis  remark- 
able testimony  to  the  martyrdoms  of  the  apostles  Peter 
and  Paul,  and  other  Christians  at  Rome,  409  to  4x1; 
quoted,  v.  402 

A  DissBBTATiON  upon  the  two  epistles  ascribed  to 
Clement  of  Rome,  lately  published  by  Mr.  Wetstein,  v. 
43a  to  446  ;  not  genuine,  for  they  are  not  mentioned  by 
the  ancient  writers  who  acknowledge  his  epistle  to  the 
Corinthians,  433  to  435  j  Jerom  did  not  refer  to  these 
epistles,  43 1  10437;  but  to  the  two  former  epistles,  as 
Dr.  Cave,  Grabe,  &c.  understood  him,  437  j  a  passage 
cited  also  from  Epiphanius  may  well  refer  to  the  former 
epistles,  437;  other  external  arguments  of  Wetstein's  re- 
futed, 438,  439;  no  internal  evidences,  for  scripture  is 
not  cited  in  the  manner  of  Clement,  439,  440 ;  they  were 
written  long  after  Clement's  time  (thoi^h  before  Gentilism 
.  was  extiuct  in  the  Roman  empire,)  for  the  custom  had 
commenced  for  some  ecclesiastics  to  have  what  were  called 
.  subintroduced  women,  440  to  443  ;  the  writer's  excessive 
praises  of  virgirjity  do  not  resemble  the  scriptures  |ior  Cle- 
ment, 443,  444 

The  epistle  to  the  Hebrews  was  received  by  this  writer, 
and  Christians  had  then  a  great  regard  for  the  sacred  scrip- 
tures, 445 

Clement,  {Flavius)  a  celation  of  Domitian,  and  consul  of 
Rome,  put  to  death  by  that  emperor,  ii.  293  ;.  iii.  62 1  ta 
622  >iv.  184,  185 

Clementine  Homilies,  the  work  of  an  Ebionite,  i.  472,  474  ^ 
the  same  as  the  Dialogues  of  Feter  and  Appion,  472,  473 

Clementine  Epitome,  an  account  o(  that  wo*k,  i.  474,  475 

Clerc,  (J.Le)  quoted,  i.  165,  177,  195,  222,  294,  323;, 
»>.  150,  250  f  V.  534,  536;  asscrcs  that  the  apostolical 
rathers  do  not  quote  apocryphal  books,  i.  324  j  other  judi- 
dous  observations  of  his  upon  the  same  fathers,  334 ;  hi* 
opinion,^  but  without  sufficient  reason,  that  Clement  of 
Alexandria  did  not  distinguish  apocryphal  books  from 
.  others,  407,  408 ;  a  mistake  of  his  concerning  the  number 
of  the  books  of  the  New  Testament  quoted  by  Irenaeus, 
37 ^f  '37*  J  h'S  observa  ions  upon  the  treatment  given  to- 
heathens  by  Constamine,  and  afrerwards,  1.345  ;  iv.  494^ 
bis  opinion  of  the  Constitutions,  ii.  424,  425  ^  his  commen- 
dalion  of  a  work  of  Jerom,  565  j  his  judgment  concerning 
Augustine^  576,  577  ;  his  fine  observations  upon  the  evan- 
gelisU,  and  that  St.  Mark  is  not  an  abridger  of  St.  Matthew, 
584 ;  his  judicious  observations  upon  Pliny's  letter  con- 
cerning the  Christians,  and  Trajan's  rescript,  iv.  16  to  20, 
2i»  3'>  3^;  "pon  M.  Antoninus*s  Meditations,  75,  76 

Qelestis,  the  goddess,  her  temple  at  Carthage  demolished, 
A.p.  399,  iv.  477 

Coloma,(D.)<\\xoitA,  iii.  607  5  he  acknowledges  the  super- 
slitioaof  PJiny,  iv.375  his  judgment  upon  Phl^on,  6^t 
upon  Dionysms  the  Areopagite,  68 ;  receives  the  PMloso- 
phy  of  oracles  ^s  a  work  of  Porphyry,  238 

Colonies,  Roman,  their  nature,  i.  43 

CoUssc,  thechiu-ch  there  planted  by  St.  Paul,  iii.  11,  362  ta 
366;  the  epistle  to  them  when  and  where  written,  322 

Commentaries  upon  the  four  gospels,  i.  384 

Commodian,  contemporary  with  Cyprian  ;  his  history,  and 
character,  and  work,  ii.  72  ;  select  passages  from  hkn^,  72, 
73;  his  testimony  to  the  scripturas,  73 

Conclusion  of  the  second  century,  heathen  sayings  of  the 
Christians,  iv.  162;  anecdotes  concerning  divers  heat hei» 
governors,  who  persecuted  the  Cbristiaos,  or  were  favour- 
able to  them,  162,  163;  remarks  concerning  the  number 
of  heathen  writers,  who  have  mentioned  the  Christians, 
163  to  165 

Conformity  to  this  worid  forbidden  to  Christians :  two  dis- 
courses, V,  14 
Consideration,  the  Duty  of,  a  sermon,  r.  63 
Constanthu,  the  first  Christian  emperor,  receives  addreiset 


from  the  Donatist?,  ii.  297  ;  appoints  a  council  at  Rome, 
and  afterwards  another  at  Aries,  to  hear  their  cause,  ibid. 
and  decides  it  himself,  297,  298  5  his  parentage,  and  the 
time  and  place  of  his  birth,  321,  322  j  leaves  Galerius, 
and  goes  to  his  father  Constantius,  325  \  succeeds  his 
father,  ihid, ;  gives  his  sister  Constant ia  in  marriage  to  Li« 
cinius,  326;  his  death,  and  tlie  duration  of  his  reign, 
327  ;  his  conversion  to  the  Christian  religion,  ibid. ;  said  to 
have  seen  a  luminous  cross  in  the  heaven^  328;  several 
opinions  about  it,  3  29  -,  observatious  upon  the  account  of 
it,  329  to  333  ;  gives  liberty  to  the  Christians,  334;  his 
edicts  in  their  favour,  ibid. ;  grants  privileges  to  the  Catho- 
lics and  their  ministers,  334,  335  j  churches  built  by  him, 
336 ;  abolishes  the  punishment  of  the  cross,  339 ;  his 
character,  ibid,  j  remarks  upon  his  reign,  339  to  346 ;  his 
testimony  to  the  scriptures,  346,  347  ;  convened  the  coun- 
cil of  Nice,  34S ;  his  letter  to  Alexander  and  Arius 
commended,  355  ;  said  to  have  inquired  after  Heretics, 
ii.  162 ;  his  history  written  by  Praxagoras  and  Bemar- 
chius,  both  heathen  authors,  and  favourable  to  him,  iv. 
309^  3105  the  account  of  his  conversion  in  Zosimus,  and 
the  several  blemishes  of  his  reign,  and  reflections  upon 
him,  considered,  399  to  401  -,  and  see  370^  371  j  con- 
cerning his  building  Constantinople,  402  to  4051  bis 
edict  for  a  general  toleration  rehearsed,  436 

Constantine  and  Licinius,  their  edicts  in  favour  of  the 
ChriEiians,  iv.  288,  289  to  291  ;  the  conversion  of  Con- 
stantine a  great  advantage  to  the  Christians,  294 

Cons  tan  timf/e,  consecrated  by  Constantine,  ii.  346 

Constantius,  father  of  Constantine,  his  family,  ii.  323  ;  his 
characterj  323,324;  moderated  the  persecution  in  his  part 
of  the  empire,  324  ;  his  marriage  with  Claudia  Theodora, 
daughter-in-law  oJF  Maximiau  Herculius,  and  bis  children 
by  her,  323  ;  his  death,  325 

Constitutions  and  canons,  {The  apostolical)  Pearson's  opinion 
of  them,  i.  500;  how  quoted  by  £piphanius,  iv.  421, 
422;  the  judgment  of  moderns  concerning  them,  423, 
425  ;  drawn  up  in  the  name  of  the  apostles,  425  ;  not 
quoted  by  the  writers  of  the  first  three  centuries,  427  ; 
their  manner  of  citing  the  books  of  the  N.  T.  not  suitable 
to  the  apostles,  429  -,  have  in  them  many  things  not 
suited  to  the  times  of  the  apostles,  430  to  43^  ;  things  tm- 
worthy  of  the  apostles,  435,  436;  inconsistencies,  436; 
es&pressions  betraying  a  late  age,  437  ;  are  an  imposture, 
rbid;  the  author's  testimony  to  the  scriptutes,  438,  4395 
the  eighty-fifth  apostolical  canon  not  ancient,  440  -,  whe- 
ther the  constitutions  are  quoted  by  Irenaeus,  i.  375 ; 
quoted  in  the  Imperfect  Work,  iii.  6C ;  whether  quoted 
by  Damascenus,  80 

Consubstantial,  see  Hdmousian, 

Coponius,  the  first  procurator  in  Judea,  what  power  he  bad^ 
aud  the  lime  of  bis  coming  thither,  i.  43,  48,  160, 177 

Corinthians,  the  first  epistle  to  the,  when  and  where 
written,  iii.  291 

Corinthians  (The  second  epistle  to  the)  when  and  where  writ- 
ten, iii.  296 

Cornelius  of  Of sarea,  the  time  of  his  conversion,  iii.  266, 
402  5  that  he  was  not  a  Jewish  proselyte^  395,  397 

Qtrnelius,  Bp  of  Rome-,  his  history  and  works,  11.41,421 
extracts  from  a  letter  of  his  concerning  Novatus,  43,  44  ^ 
remarks  upon  it,  45,  47 

Cosmos  of  Alexandria  quoted,  ii.  620 ;  his  time,  and  works, 
and  testimony  to  the  scriptures,  iii.  50,  55 

Coteleriust  /.  B.  a  remark  of  his  concerning  the  epistle  of 
St.  Barnabas,  as  cited  by  Clemei^  of  A.  i.  406 ;  bis  judg- 
ment upon  the  Recognitions^  465,  467  5  upon  the  ap^sto* 
lical  conslitutiona  and  canons,  ii.  423, 439 

Council  at  Jerusalem,  the  time  of  it,  iii.  271 

Councils,  how  little  regarded  by  some  men,  ii.  352 ;  have  no 

.  right  to  decide  in  matters  of  faith,  ibid. 

Councils  of  Antiofh,  relating  to  Paul  of  6amosate  -,  thcLr 
4  c  2 
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times,  i.  621,  613  ;  who  present  at  them,  610,  621  -,  the 
most  famous  cooncils  in  the  first  three  centuries,  624;  the 
number  ot  bishops  present,  ibid. 

Counsels  of  prudence,  for  ihe  use  of  young  people,  a  ser- 
mon, V.3  to  13 

Creation,  how  divided  bctwceh  the  Father  and  the  Son.  ac- 
cording to  some  Christian  writers,  ii.  103,  104  j  the  work 
of  God  alone,  v.  379,  380,  388,  423  to 426}  creation  of 
Adam  and  ^e,  446  to  449 

Crbdibility  of  thb  Gospel  History,  vols.  t.  aniii. 
throughout,  and  \'ol.  iii.  to  p.  134 

Credibility  of  ibc  Evangelical  History,  and  the  truth' of  the 
Christian  religion,  i.  572  ;  ii.  255,  290,  365,  367,  368; 
iii.  597,  598,  615,  616,626,  627  ',  iii.  88;  internal  marks 
of  credibility  ifn  the  New  Testament,  twoKrmons,  v.  276. 

Cre/lius  mentioned,  v.  388 

CresconiuSf  a  learned  Donatist,  ii.  298 

Crevier,  (Mr.)  quoted,  iii.  513,  521  ;  iv.  178,  1905  ihi^ 
character  of  Trajan,  37  \  his  judgment  upon  a  passage  of 
Lampridius,  55  ;  hi^  character  of  Apuleius,  1 10 

Cr/spus,  eldest  son  of  Constantine,  put  to  death  by  his  father, 
ii.  341,342 

Crass,  malefactors  carried  their  own  crofs,  >.  88 

Cross,  on  which  Christ  suffered,  said  to  be  found  by  Helena, 

"•  336 

Cudworih,  (R.)  his  opinion  concerning  ^the  importance  of 
ApoUonius  Tyanaeus,  iv.  258,  259  j  that  Philostratus  wrote 
his  life  with  a  design  to  %ei  him  up  as  a  corrival  with  our 
Saviour,  this  opinion  examined,  261  to  265  -,  a  passage 
from  him  concerning  the  Valentinians,  iv.  520 

Cyprian,  Bp,  of  Carthage,  his  history  and  time,  ii.  i  t0  9 ;  his 
opinion  of  the  baptiam  of  Heretics,  6.;  his  character,  £} 
cdled  Tertullian  his  master,  1.4174  testimonies  to  bim, 
ii.  8,  9;  understood  Greek,  11  $  his  works,  9;  testimony 
to  the  scriptures,  12,  13  ;  too  much  relied  upon  in  the 
accotmt  of  Nox^tus,  51  ;  bis  ^oonfession  And  martyrdom  in 
the  time  of  Valerian,  iv.  197  to  199 

Cyprianus  (Ernestus  SolomonJ,  his  remark  on  Jerom,  i.  435 

(genius,  the  accomrt  of  his  otmlng  into  Syria  ^ndJudea 
after  the  removal  of  Archelaus, 4. 43,  119,  157*458,  160; 
bis  true  name,  162  ;  hischaracter  and  history,  172  ;  di- 
vers sol  ntions  of  the  chief  difficulty  concerning  the  en- 
rolment at  our  Saviour's  nativity,  i6a,  fcc.  $  that  enrol- 
ment made  by  Cjrrenius,  171  to  1754  ii.  3924  objections 
against  thlsconsidered,  i  I75  to  179 

Cjrril,  Bp  </  Alexandria,  how  he  treated  the  Novatian8,-ii. 
57  ;  his  time  and  works,  and  testimony  to  the  scriptures, 
iii.  89 ;  bis  answer  to.  Julian's  wosk  against  the  Christians, 
iv.  322,  332 

Cyril  of  Jesusalem,  his  time  and  works,  11.409;  his  testi- 
mony to  the  scriptures,  409  to  41 1 ;  his  catalogue  of  the 
books  of  the  Old  Testament,  409;  what  he  said  when 
there  W3s  much  discoursei  in  the  time -of  Juliaci,  about  re- 
building; the  temple^  iv.  325,  326 


Dcrmoniac,  bow  Ignatias  ruseth  that  word,  and  dsomon,  i. 

3H 

Remarks  on  Dr.  Ward's  dissertations  concerning  the 
demoniac  who  resided  among  the  tombs,  v.  475  to  480 ; 
Mr.  Mole's  cbservationson  the  subject,  475  I0477  ;  phy- 
sidaos  acribed  their  disorders  to  natural  causes,  4.  570; 
Origen's  opinion  of  them,  ibid,  Optatus  thought  that 
■every  man  is  born  with  an  unclean  spirit,  570^  574 
The  Cas6  of  ifae  Djlmoniacs  mestioned  in  the  New  Tes- 
tament, in  four  scmions  on  Mark  v«  19,  with  an  appen- 
^x,  i.  935  to  272  9  by  what  meaas  the  herd  was  hurried 
down  the  precipice,  239,  240,  259,  260 ;  for  what  rea« 
J60US  our  Saviour  iiid  .not  aoffer  the  dsBm9iiiac  to  xontioue 


with  him,  241 ;  the  distemper  of  the  anen  was  kinacf»'6r 
distraction,  ibiJ. ;  the  only  miracle  of  thelcind  particular]/ 
recorded,  iMd  ;  the  opinion  of  the  modems  concerning  the 
daemoniacs,  244,  245}  the  general  opinion  coocerntng 
them  in  the  time  of  our  Saviour,  245  250  |  the  word 
dcemons  should  be  used,  and  not  devils,  for  throughout  the 
New  Testament  there  is  but  one  evil  spirit  called  detU, 
245  ;  meaning  of  the  word  daemons,  in  ancient  -writers, 
and  in  the  New  Testament,  246 ;  Josephus  ^and  many 
-others  supposed  that  they  were  the-souls^f  wicked  men, 
^247  ;  in  which  -sense  the  word  is  used  in  the  Old  and 
.New  Tcsumcntrt^/V/.  jinany  belieTed  that  Providence  per- 
mitted the  souls  of  bed  men,  and  fallen  angels,  -to  dwell 
in  the  region  of  the  air,  247,  248^5  and  that  these  evil  spi- 
rits were  in  subjection  to  Satan,  -or  the  devil,  as  their  head 
•or  princr«and  were  instruments  of  affiictions  to  men,  248 
to  250;  there  were  doemoniacs  likewise  among  the  hea- 
thens about  fhe«ame  time,  250,  ibid.  -,  that  those  disorders 
were  mere  bodily  indispositions  appears  firom  several  con- 
siderations, 252  to  256;  objections  to  (bis  answered,  257^to 
.266}  Mary  Magdalene's  case,  260;  two  passages  from 
Josephus,  with  remarks,  266  to  268.  Some  texts  of  the 
New  Testament  explained,  268  to  271  ;  that  daemons,  or 
4he  60uls  of  dead  men,  have  power  over  the  living,  was 
believed  universally  among  the  heathens,  and  by  many 
orthodox  Christians,  i v.  544,^38,  note  * 

DailU,  (/.)  his  character  of  TertuHian,i.  418  j  bis  judgment 
concerning  the  apostoiical  constitutions,  ii.  424 ^  his  trea- 
tise about  them,  427  \  quoted  again,  429,  432 

Damascenus,  (/.  )  bis  catalogue  of  t^  books  of  the  Old  Tes- 
lament,  ii.  5467  his  time  and  w^s^  and  testimony  to  the 
•scriptures,  iii.  79  to  Si 

Bamascius,  his  time  and  works,  iv.  422  ;  extracts  out  of  his 
works^  in  Pbotius,  423  to  425  ^  in  Suidas,  425  to  427 

Damaji/^  persecuted  the  Luciierians,  ii.  450$  his  learning 
and  writings,  464,  465 ;  how  he  succeeded  in  the  con« 
tention  for  the  bishopric  of  Home,  464  ;  iv.  377 

Damis,  friend  ^nd  xoinpanien  ci  ApoUonius  Tjanseos^  rr. 
260,  268,  27a 

Daniel  esteemed  a  'prophet  by  ^osephns,  11.  S43  \  ^nd  by 
Jerom,  ihough  not  by  the  Jews  in  his  time,  541  \  the  ad- 
ditional apocryphal  part  of  his  book  rrjected  by  ApoUtna« 
rius  and  £usebius,  456  ;  and  Jerom,  ii.  541  \  that  part  not 
explained  by  Theodoret,  iii.  to 

Deaconesses,  Christian,  Pliny's  account  of  them,  and  how  tbey 
were,  by  his  order,  eKamioed  by  torture,  w,  15,  25,  41 

Deacons,  their  office,  i.  280,  .28 1 

Decius,  his  time  and  character,  iv.  191  ;  accounts  of  his  per- 
secution from  several,. 192  $  a  persecution  at  Alexandria 
before  the  publication  of  his  edict  against  the  Christians, 
ibid, )  his  persecution  was  general,  193 

Decree .{4postolk)  .\n  the  «lifteen^  chapter  of  the  Acta^  con* 
aidcred,  v.  494  lo  519  ;  it  was  directed  to  all  Gentile  con- 
verts, 498,  504^  all  the  particulars  of  it  in  their  own 
nature  indifferent,  504,  505^  therefore  not  obligator 
on  -all  men,  at  all  times,  506$  the  several  articles  ex- 
plained, 506  to  509  ;  rhe  word  rendered  fbmieation  ti»- 
plies  some  alliances  with  heathens,  oi  which  £sau  waa 
guilty,  Heb.  xii.  16,  508 

Delays  in  things  of  religion  unreasonable,  a  -sermon,  v.  68 

Delivering,  the  meaning  of  4hat  word  ia  dtven  places  of  die 
New  Testament,  i.  29,  40 

DelpMnus,  Bp  of  fiourdeaux,  ii.  500,  501 

Demos,  his  character  cleared  up  and  vindicated,  iU.  318 

Demetrian^  to  whooa  Cyprian's  Apology  f«r  ibeChristiam 
religion  was  sent,  iv.  113 

Demetrius,  Bp  of  Alexandria,  appoints  Origen  noaster  of  the 
catechetical  school  there,  i.  520,  521  ;  afterwards  is  o^ 
fended  with  him,  and  ill-treats  him,  522,  523 

Dexter,  {Ft,)  son  of  Paciao,  and  friend  of  Jerom,  iL  490, 49c 

Dktimns^  aPriscilliaoist  9p  and  aiitbor>  iL  109^  51a 
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Didymus  of  Alexandria,  bis  work  against  the  Manichees,  ii. 
147;  commended y  t^i^  148;  and  quoted  elsewhere.  His 
history  and  character,  477  ;  his  testimony  to  the  scriptures, 
477  to  479 ;  published  an  exposition  of  the  seven  catholic 
epistles,  i.  404,  ii.  478 

Digest,  how  that  word  is  used  con<;erning  the  books  of  scrip* 
ture,  iii.  140,  141       ^ 

Diodesian,  an  introduction  to  an  account  of  his  persecution,  iv. 
275  ;  the  civil  state  of  the  empire  at  that  lime,  276  to  277  j 
general  accounts  of  this  perhccuiion  from  several  authors, 
277  ;  the  date  of  it,  and  the  several  edicts  published 
against  the  Christians  at  that  time,  ii.  324,  iv.  278  -y  the 
sufTermES  of  the  Christians,  279  to  281  j  the  edict  of  Galo- 
rius  in  their  favour  in  the  year  31 1,  P  282,  283  ;  how  the 
persecution  was  still  carried  on  by  Maximin  in  the  East, 
285  ;  how  Constantine  overcame  Maxentius  at  Rome, 
A.D.  3i2>  and  he  and  Licinius  in  the  same  year  published 
their  first  edict  in  favour  of  the  Christians,  ^88  ;  Maxi* 
min's  letter  to  Sabinus  in  favour  of  the  Christians  in  312, 
p.  288,289;  the  second  edict  of  Constantine  and  Lici* 
nius  in  favour  of  the  Christians,  A.  D.^13,  p.  289,  290  ; 
Maximin  is  overcome  by  Licinius,  and  publishes  a  new 
edict  Ui  favour  of  the  Christians,  in  313,  and  <lirs,  29T, 
292  i  two  inscriptions  relating  to  Dioclesian*s  persecution, 

'  293  I  observations  upon  this  persecution,  and  Dioclesian's 
character,  293  to  295 ;  an  edict  against  the  Manichoes, 
said  to  be  his,  ii.  162  \  he  resigns  the  empire,  and  lives  re- 
tired, and  dies,  324 

Diodorus,  Bp  of  Tarsus,  his  book  against  the  Manlcbees,  ii. 
144;  a  mistake  imputed  to  him,  150  ^  his  time  and  his- 
tory, 517  ;  his  commentaries  upon  the  scriptures,  and  hit 
other  works,  518  j  his  great  merit,  519  j  said  to  have  cm- 
braced  the  doctrine  of  Paul  of  Samosata,  ibid. 

Diogenes ;  see  Lacrtius. 

D'togneius,  the  epistle  to  him  not  written  "by  Justin  Martyr, 

J'  343»  349'  350 

Dion  Cassius,  his  time  and  work,  iv.  181  ;  his  testimony  to 
the  conquest  of  Judea  by  Titus,  and  to  the  destruction  of  Je- 
rusalem, iii.  532;  iv.  182,  183  ;  his  testimony  to  Domitian*s 
persecution.  183  to  185  j  and  to  the  progress  of  the  Christian 
religion  at  that  time^  184,  18;;  and  in  the  time  of  Com- 
modus,  186;  and  to  Nerva's  favourable  regard  to  the 
Christians,  1 85  $  his  account  of  the  shower  by  wliich  M. 
Antoninus  and  his  army  were  saved  in  Germany,  100, 
loi,  186 

Dion  Chrysosionij  bis  time,  and  testimony  to  the  Christians, 
iv.  160 

Dionysius  the  Jlreopagile^  said  to  lave  "been  the  first  bishop 
of  Athens  >•  352}. the  works  falsely  ascribed  to  him, 
iwlien  written,  631.;  his  testimony  to  the  darkness  at  the 
lime  of  our  Saviour's  passion  not  mucli  valued  by  learned 
men,  iii.  67,68 

Dionysius,  falsely  called  the  AreopagiU,  the  time  of  his 
works,  and  his  catalogue  of  the  books  of  the  Old^ind  New 
Testament,  iti.  40,  41  3  see  also  L  631 

Dhnysius,  Bp  of  Alt^xandria,  succeeded  Heraclas,  I.  523  j 
'his  history.  609  to 611  ;  had  revelations,  6(1,  12  ;  said  to 
favour  Arianism,  616  to  618}  his  writings,  6295  his  ar- 
gument upon  the  Rtvelation,  634  to  636 ;  remarks  upoB  it, 
637  to  647  ;  his  own  opinion  of  that  book,  647 ;  his  testi. 
inony  to  the  scriptuies  summed  up,  649,  650  ^  his  cha- 
racter, 63 1 ,  63  2 

Dionysius,  Bp  of  CorinCh,  his  history,  and  testimony  to  the 
-scriptures,  i.  351  to  353 

Dionysius,  Bp^  Rome,  his -history  and  works,  11.69,  7^4 
his  kindness  to  the  Christians  at  Caesarea  in  Cappadooia 
under  affliction,  69  j  appealed  to  io  the  controversy  about 
^bellianism,  70  5  several  books  and  epistles  addressed  to 
him,  ibid, ;  his  character,  70,  71  j  bis  testimony  to  the 
scriptures,  71 

JDioscurus,  and  hit  brothers^  called  iM,  and  other  nuwks  in 


Egypt,  how  treated  by  Theopbilos,  Bp  of  Alexandria,  ii. 

536.  537 
Diotreplus  was  not  an  Heretic ;  wherein  his  fault  consisted, 

iii.  432  to 434 
A  Divination  of  heathen  people  in  the  time  of  Valens,  iv. 

445  to  4S4 
Divorces  practised  by  the  Jews,  i.  2a  5  both  men  and  women, 

213,  note* 
Docetcp,  their  opinion  concerning  the  person  of  Christ,  iv. 

112}  V.  375,  4295  they  all  deny  the  resurrection  of  the 

body,  or  the  fiesb,  iv.  628 
Doctrine  of  the  Apostles,  how  mentioned  by  Eusebius,  ii.  370, 

386,  387  5  by  Athanasius,  400  j  and  by  the  author  of  The 

Synopsis  of  Sacred  Scripture,  405 ;  not  the  same  as  the 

Apostolical  Constitutions  now  extant,  387 
Doddridge,  {Dr,  PA.)  quoted,  ii.  158,  169,  206,  215,  252, 

265,  281,  350,  369,  399;  his  observations  upon  the  tcs'» 

tiniony  of  iosephi>s,  iii.  530  -,  bis  summary  of  the  work  of 

Celsus  against  the  Christians,  iv.  145,  147 
Dodwell,  (&.)  his  opinion  of  tlie  age  of  Bardesanes  examined, 

i.  443,  444  J  quoted,  iii.  117,  24$,  246,  248,  464,  465 
Donritian,  his  inquiries  after  the  posterity  of  David,  i.  357  ; 

tlie  cruelties  of  his  reign,  and  the  occasion  of  his   death, 

iii.  617,  621,  622.     See  Brutt'ms  PrcBsens.    Dion's  testi- 
mony to  his  persecution,  iv.  184,  185 
DomitUla  (Flatna,)  related  to  Fla^rius  Clemens  the  consul, 

banished  to  the  island  Pontia,  for  the  sake  of  Christianity, 

iv.  56,  184,  185 
Domnus,  Bp  of  Antioch  after  Panl  of  Samosata,  t.  622,  625 
Donatists,   a  brief  history  of  them,  ii.  296  to  298 ;  their 

writers,   298    to  300 ;    their  testiooony  to  the  scripture, 

301,30a 
Donatus,  a  confessor,  to  whom  Cipcilius  dedicated  his  book 

-of  the  Deaths  of  persecutors,  iv.  183 
Donatus,  Bp  of  Carthage,  ii.  295 
Donatus,  Bp  of  Casae  Nigrae  in  Numidia,  ii.  295,  297 
Donatus,  tbe/amons  Latin  grammaran,  and  Jeromes  master, 

ii.  532;    when  he  flourished  and  taught  at  Rome,   iv. 

4^5*49^  .     .  ,  „         . 

Doris,  a  signal  piece^f  justice  done  (here  by  Petronius,  pre- 
sident ot    Syria,  in  ihe  time  of  Claudius,  with  remarks 

upon  it,  i.  98  to  100 
DorotAcus,  presbyter  at  Antioch,  ii.  86 
Dorotkeus,  Dioclesian's  chamberlain,  and  a  martyr,  ii.  87 
Dorotheus,  supposed  author  of  the  Synopsis  of  the  lives  of 

the  prophets  and  apostles  ;  remarks  upon  it,  ii.  87,  88 
Doxohgy^  .that  at  the  end  of  the  fjord's  prayer  taken  notice 

of  in  the  dialogue,  Philopatris,  iv.  155 
Doxologies  in   the  New  Testament,  and  ancient  Christian 

writers,  v.  401,  402,  and  see  422 
Drake  (Dr.)  his  discourse  upon  the  inscription  of  the  altar  to 

the  unknown  god,  iv.  173 
Drusil/a,    third  daughter  of  Herod  Agrippa,  i.  16 ;    coi>« 

tracted  to  Epiphanes,  married  to  Azizus^  afterwards  lo 

Felix,  ibid.  213,  note  *^, 


Eashr^  the  different  times  of  keeping  it,  i.  41 2, 413  to  44$  ; 
when  kept  by  the  Audians,  ii.  4^12  ;  the  determination  of 
the  council  of  Nice  about  it,  351 ;  aot  kept  by  the  Aeri« 
ans,  413  {  the  controversy  aboui  the  time  of  it  in  the  se- 
cond and  third  centuries,  428 

Ebedjesu,  his  linr.e,  i.  5i4>  ii.  487;  his  catalogue  of  the 
books  nf  scripture,  which  is  the  same  as  the  canon  of  tho 
churches  of  Syria,  488  ;  remarks  upon  it,  488  to  490 

Ebionitis,  their  opinion  of  Christ,  i.  447,  457  ;  in  his  opinion 
they  were  extremely  mistaken,  v,  387  ;  two  sorts  of  thrm, 
iii.  48^;  and  see  Naxmrenes.  The  beginning  of  their  gospel 
according  to  Epiphanius,  i.  3571  another  passage  or  It 
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from  Epiphanias,  348;  their  gospel  tald  io  be  corrupted, 
357  )  rejected  St.  Paul  and  his  writings,  473  $  Symmachns 
was  of  this  sect,  447  ;  what  gospels  they  used,  474 ;  the 
Clementine  Homilies,  and  the  Recognitions,  composed  by 
an  Ebionite,  ibid, 

EccUsiasticus,  hqw  quoted  by  Origen,  i.  556  j  by  Cyprian, 
ii.  30  ;  not  received  as  a  canonical  book  by  Jeroro,  540  ; 
nor  Rufinus,  573;  nor  Chrysostom,  601 3  see  also  579. 
Quoted,  as  written  by  Solomon,  629;  as  written  by 
a  wise  man,  iii.  7.  Not  a  book  of  authority,  according 
to  Cosmas,  51  ;  nor  according  to  Gregory,  Bp.  of 
Rome,  69 

Edeftsen  Chronicle,  it's  time,  i.  442 

Egyptian  Impostor,  his  history^  with  remarks,  i.  225  to  228 

Egyptians  ;  see  Gospel  according  to  them, 

Egyptians,  their  character,  iv.  54  ;  their  rites  contemned  by 
the  Romans,  i.  95  ;  prohibited  at  Rome,  96 

Ekesaites,  mentioned  by  Origen,  i.  524;  if.  682 ;  by  Epi- 
phanius^  nnder  the  names  of  Ossens  and  Ebionites,  683, 
636 ;  by  Theodorct,  685  5  by  Methodius,  ii.  105  ;  iv.  683  ; 
the  time  of  their  rise  uncertain,  6821  the  name  of  their 
founder,  686 ;  the  modern  opinions  of  the  time  they 
flourished,  687,  688 ;  their  duration,  688  ;  what  parts  of 
scripture  they  received,  689  ;  explanation  of  a  prayer  of 
Klxai,  ibid. 

Elect,  among  the  Mankhees,  an  iiccount  of  them,  ii.  156, 
157,  198,  206  to  209 

Elcutherus,  Bp  of  Rome,  i.  356 

Elpidius,  a  rhetorician,  and  master  of  Priscillian,  li.  498  to  500, 

503.  509 

Embalming,  used  by  the  Jews,  J.  90  ;  the  manner  of  their 
embalming  dead  bodies,  and  particularly  that  of  our 
Saviour,  v.  486 

Emperor,  that  title  given  to  colleagues  in  the  Roman 
empire,  i.  197 

Encratites,  a  sect  said  to  be  founded  by  Tatian,  and  im- 
proved by  Sevcrus,  i.  353,  355  ;  sec,  concerning  scvc-' 
ral  such  people,  588,  589 

EnocA,  his  books,  how  quoted  by  Origen,  i.  557  5  mentioned 
by  Anatolius,  ii.  78  ^  an  apocryphal  book,  supposed  to  be 
quoted  by  St.  Jude,  561,  563 

Ens  (J.)  quoted,  iii.  465,  470 

Epagaihus,  {Vettius)  a  martyr  at  Lyons,  iv.  83 

Ephesians  commended  by  St.  Paul,  i.  316 

Epuesians,  the  epistle  so  entitled,  sent  to  them,  according 
to  Ignatius,  i.  3163  and  Irenaeus,  368  5  and  Clement  of 
A.  401  j  and  Tertullian,  423  -,  that  it  was  written  to  the 
Ephesians,  iii.  342  to  362 ;  to  the  L^iceans,  according  to 
Marcion,  as  is  supposed,  i.  423  ;  caHed  the  epistle  to  the 
Ephesians,  by  Origen,  5355  Cyprian,  ii.  21 3  Viptorinus, 
Bp.  of  Pettaw,  96  ;  Faustus  and  Secundinus,  Manichees* 
215,  217,  233  ;  Athanasius,  400 ;  the  Synopsis  ascribed 
to  htm, 405;  the  council  ofLaodicea,  415;  CM.  Vic- 
torinus,  454  -,  Basil,  467  5  Ampbilochius,  473 ;  Gregory 
Nyssen,  475  ;  Didymus  of  A.  478  5  Ebedjesu,  4R8, 489 ; 
Ambrose,  Bp  of  Milan,  495  ;  the  author  of  the  Commen- 
tary upoti  thirteen  of  St.  Paul's  epistles,  521  j  Theodore, 
of  Mopsuestia,  527  5  Jerom,  557  j  Rufinus,  573  5  Au- 
gustine, 579,  585;  Chrysostom,  607;  Pelagius,  631;, 
Palladius,  iii.  5  5  Theodoret,  11 5  Prosper,  21  5  the  author 
of  the  Calling  of  the  Gentiles,  22  ;  Euthalius,  39 ;  Fa- 
cundus,  56;  and  many  other  authors  in  the  same  volume  3 
when  and  where  written,  297  to  303  ;  a  general  character 
of  this  epistle,  1 1 ;  a  passage  of  Basil  relating  to  it  con- 
sidered, ii.  466  to  468 
Ephrem  the  Syrian,  his  time  and  character,  ii.  479 ;  the 
editions  ofhis  works,  and  his  testimony  to  the  scriptures, 
4S0  to  484 ',  select  passages  from  him,  485  to  487  ;  that 
he  wrote  Commentaries  upon  Tatian*s  Harmony,  i.  506, 
C073  what  he  says  of  Bardesanea^  and  the  use  which 
be  made  of  his  works,  44a 


Epictelus,  his  life  and  time,  iv.  43  to  45 ;  his  patience^  46  f 
was  learned,  46,  47  3  was  not  alwajrs  a  slave,  nor  ^rB% 
always  poor,  but  for  a  good  part  of  hb  life  was  a  freeman, 
qgd  enjoyed  a  competence,  44,  46 ;  passages  in  him  con* 
cerning  the  Christians,  with  notes  and  observations,  48^ 
501  much  commended  by  Celsus,  T33  *,  the  price  of  bu 
lamp,  44  )  see  a  fine  maxim,  comprehending  the  general 
design  of  his  philosophy,  50  ;  his  affected  silence  concern- 
ing the  Christians,  50  and  164 

Efimenides,  bis  time,  and  a  remarkable  story  concerning  him, 
taken  from  Laertius,  iv.  172 

Epiphanes,  a  Carpocratian,  son  of  Carpocrates,  iv.  $57 

Efiphanim  (Bp  of  Salamit  in  Cyprus)  his  time  and  works,. 
and  character,  ii.416;  his ' testimony  to  the  scriptores, 
416  to  420  \  his  quotations  of  a  work  called  ConstiiuHons, 
42T,  422 ;  his  catalogues  of  the  books  of  the  O.  T.  545  y 
quoted,  v.  394 ;  his  account  of  the  Heretics,  Adamians, 
'V.  575  ;  Alogians,  690,  691 ;  Apelles,  642,  644,  647  ; 
Cainites,  652,  653,  654;  Carpocratians,  557,  &c.  j  Cer- 
don,  586  i  Cerinthus,  565,  &c. ;  Elcesaites,  6S3,  685, 
6895  Heracleon,  584;  Lepcius,  625,  6^^;  Marcionites, 
590,  600;  Montanists,  672  j  Opbians,  655;  Sethtatu, 
648  ;  Theodotus,  6^  to  661 

Epiphanius,  a  heathen  sophist  at  Laodioea,  master  of  ApoU 
linarius,  ii.  455 

Epistle  of  the  church  of  Smyrna,  containing  an  account  of 
Polvcarp's  martyrdom,  i.  333,  334 

Epistle  of  the  churches  of  Fitnne  and  Lyons,  i.  360,  362 

Epponnina,  wife  of  Sabinus,  her  excellent  character,  ilL  513 

Erasmus,  his  characters  of  Jerom  apd  Augustine,  ii.  576 

Ergenk  and  Estenk,  2l  work  of  Mani,  ii.  166 

Eros,  Bp  of  Anttoch,  i.  383 

Essenes,  their  principles,  and  why  not  mentioned  by  the 
evangelists,  i.  70,  71 

Esther  received  as  a  canonical  book,  by  Jeroro,  ii.  540, 
542,  548  -y  by  Rufinns,  573  -,  the  third  council  of  Carthage, 
574  J   Augustine,  578 

Evangefists,  their  candour,  i.  181 5  ihe  time  when  they 
wrote,  iii.  151,  152  5  whether  any  of  the  6rst  three  evan- 
gelists had  seen  the  gospel  of  the  other  be£>re  he  wrote, 
ii.  584;  iii.  245  to  250 )  they  knew  how  and  what  to 
write  better  than  Plato,  i.  5441  are  credible  witnesses, 
573  5  their  several  accounts  of  the  time  of  our  Saviours 
crucifixion,  burial,  resurrection,  and  appearances  recon- 
ciled, V.  482  to  486,  522  to  543  ;  their  symbols  according 
to  Jerom,  ii.  550  ;  according  to  Augustine,  583 ;  see  also 
iii.  43,  69,  86  J  two  of  them  apostles,  two  other  disciples 
or  companions  of  apostles,  583,  602  j  St.  Mark  and  St.  Luke 
wrote  at  a  time  when  their  gospels  might  be  approved  by 
apostles,  585  ;  their  order,  according  to  Augustine,  the 
same  as  ours,  583  ;  and  Chrysostom,  603  ;  their  order  in 
Cosmaof  Alexandria,  iii.  51,  525  and  Tbcophylact,  86  j 
commended,  ii.  626,  627  >  iii.  88 

Evangelists,  in  the  reign  of  Trajan,  i.  335,  336  )  and  after- 
wards, in  the  time  of  Cbmmodus,  390 

Eucharist,  the  design  of  it,  and  the  words  of  the  institatioo 
explained,  i.  5 1 1 

Eucherius,  Bp  of  Lyons,  his  time,  works,  and  testioaony  to 
the  scriptures,  iii.  29,  30 

Euchrocia,  wife  of  Elpidius,  the  rhetorician,  ii.  500  j  put  to 
death  with  other  followers  of  Priscillian,  501  -,  her  deatli 
and  character  from  Pacatus,  503,  508 

Eugenius  set  up  for  emperor  by  Arbogastes;  his  history, 
and  character,  iv.  389 

Eunapius^  his  time  and  works,  iv.  380  -,  extracts,  from  his 
history  of  the  Roman  emperors,  38 1  j  from  his  h'ves  of 
the  sophists,  381  to  387  $  observations  on  those  extracts, 
388 

Eunomius,  an  Arian,  his  time  and  works,  and  character, 
ii.  314,  315 ;  said  to  have  been  shy  of  disputing  with 
Sismnius,  a  Novatian  Bishop,  56 ;  opposed  the  exlreiii6 
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veneration  which  was  then  begun  to  be  shewn  to  the 
reliqnes  of  martyrs,  iii.  ii6 

Evocatus,  an  officer  under  Domition,  i.  356  ^ 

Euodius,  praefect  under  the  usur|)ei  Maxiraus^  and  juoge  in 

the  cause  of  the  Priscillianists,  ii.  501,  506 
^  Euphrates t  a   philosopher,  who  bad  some  diflerences  with 
ApolJonius  of  Tyana,  iv.  261 

Eusebius,  Bp  of  C(£sarea,  his  history  and  time>  ii.  355,  356; 
vindicated  from  a  charge  brought  against  him>  1.617$ 
iii.  356  J  bis  works,  356,  361  j  a  character  of  his  Ecclc- 
tiasttcal  history,  359,  361  ;  how  he  treated  Marcellus, 
359  ;  remarks  upon  his  works,  361  \  whether  he  was  an 
Arian,  362 ;  his  character,  362,  363  ;  select  passages  from 
him,  363  to  368  \  his  passages  concerning  the  books  of  the 
N.  T.  received  in  his  own  and  former  times,  with  remarks, 
368,  369  to  380  ;  books  of  the  N.  T.  received  by  him, 
580,  38.1; ;  whether  he  received  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews, 
381,  382;  and  the  Revelation,  384,  385;  the  sum  of 
his  testimony,  and  that  he  did  not  make  use  of  Christian 
apocryphal  books,  ii.  394,  395  i  censured,  i.  179,  483, 
488 ;  too  easily  imposed  upon>  when  he  received  the 
Philosophy  of  Oracles t  iv.  245,  249;  his'subniribing  the 
Nicene  creed  considered,  ii.  353,  362  ;  his  passage  con- 
cerning the  Manichees,  139, 140  ;  seldom  mentions  them, 
140  'f  his  observations  upon  the  testimony  of  Josephus, 
iii*  53 1  >  the  paragraph  in  Josephus  concerning  our  Sa- 
viour first  quoted  by  him,  537,  542 ;  how  he  quotes 
Plutarch,  607 ;  his  answer  to  Hierocles  against  the 
Christians,  iv.  255  to  257  ;  mentions  the  time  of  the  heresy 
of  the  £lcesaites,  682  ;  quoted,  v.  427  ;  his  Commentary 
upon  the  Psalms  translated  into  Latin  b/  Eusebius  of 
Vercelli,  ii.  448 

Eusebius t  a  learned  Novatian,  ii.  56 

Eusebius,  Bp  of  Emesa  i   his  time  and  works,  and  character, 

it.  3»S*3»6 
Eusebius,  bp  of  La/tdkea,  in   Syria,  i.  613  ;  his  history, 

ii.  79$  formerly  deacon  a t^  Alexandria,  and  much  com- 
mended, i.  613  ^  , 
Eusebius,    Bp  ^  Nicvmedia,  his    time  and    character,  ii. 

316,317 
Eusebius,  Bp  of  FerceHi,  bis  history  and  works,  and  tics- 

timony  to  the  scriptures,  ii.  447,  448 
Eustathms,  Bp  of  Jniioch,  his  history,  and  how  deposed, 

ii.  397  \  said  to  have  been  a  Sabellian,  398 
EustathxM,  an  Arian,  Bp  of  Sebaste,  in  Armenia,  ii.  414 
Eusihaftus,  Bp  of  Suka  in  jEgypt,  his  time,  iii.  38 ;  his 

editions  of  the  Acta,  St.  Paul's  epistles,  and  tlie  Catholic 

epistles,  it.  123,  405  %  iii.  38  to  40 
Eutherius,  Bpof  Tyana  in  Capfadocia,  a  friend  of  Nestorius, 

iii.  19 ;   his  argument  against  following  the  multitude, 

19,   20;    ag.iinst  those  who    discouraged   reading    the 

scriptures,  30 
Euthymius,  his  Ume,    and  works^  and  testimonj  to  the 

scriptures,  iH.  89,  90 
Emtychum,M  Novatian,  said  to  have  worked  miracles,  ii.  55 
Euxotus,  Bp  of  CcBsarea,  bis  history,  ii.   3 1 7 ;  bis  care  of 

the  library  there,  120 
Execution  {jin)  made  by  Herod  at  Jerusalem,  1.  152,  190, 

igi>  remarks  upon  it,  154,  155^  i8j,  190,  191  ^  See 

likewise,  74 
Ezra,  his  care  in  publishing  an  exact  edition  of  the  O.  T. 

which  he  is  said  by  some  to 'have  restored,  iii.  10^  78 


Fahaim,  procurator  of  Af^^tus  in  Arabia  and  Judea«  i.  149 1 

called  Csesar's  servant^  159 
Faber  {Tana^uU)  commended,  t.  174  ;  quoted^  iii,  534,  542 
FaSiam,  Bp  tf  Bame,  his  hbtory,  and  martyrdom  in  the 

time  of  Decius,  ii.  41 ;  iv.  192 
foHus,  ^f  of  Antiochj  SivQUxcd  the  Novatians^  iL  52 


Fabrictus,  (/.  J,)  his  opmion  of  the  time  of  Athenagora*.  i. 
378 ;  his  judgment  upon  the  collection  of  the  Sibylllno 
oracles,  450  $  upon  the  value  and  tisefulness  of  the  works 
of  Josephus,  46  ;  quoted  and  commended,  491,  239  -,  his 
argun^ent  for  the  real  character  of  Aramonius,  iv.  239  -, 
receives  The  Philosophy  of  Oracles  as  written  by  Por- 
phyry, 538 

Facundus,  an  African  Bishop,  his  time,  and  testimony  to  the 
scriptures,  iii.  55,  56 

Faith,  the  good  exercise  of,  a  sermon,  v.  1 26 

Faith  and  hope,  defined  by  Basilidcs,  iv.  545 

Famine  in  Judea,  and  the  time  of  it,  i.  131  to  134 ;  remarks 
upon  it,  134 

Famine  at  the  siege  of  Jerusalem,  the  distresses  of  it  de- 
scribed, iii.  515,  518,  565,  566,  567 

Fausta,  daughter  of  Maximian  Herculeus,  married  to  Con- 
stantine,  ii.  326  ;  put  to  death,  340,  342 

Fausiinus  and  Marcellinus,  followers  of  Lucifer  of  Cagliari, 
iii.  450,  451 

Faustus,  deacon  of  Alexandria,  died  a  martyr,  when  of  a 
great  age,  in  Dioclesian's  persecution,  i.  613 

Faustus,  aManicActan  Bp,  his  history,  ii.  152,  153$  was 
banished  into  an  island,  153,  161 3  a  fine  passage  of  his 
concerning  the  worship  of  God,  205  ;  his  passages  corv- 
cerning  the  interpolation  of  the  books  of  the  N.  T.  220, 
221 ;   remarks  upon  them,  222,  224  ;   quoted,  203,  242 

Fearing  always.  The  ben^t  (f,  a  sermon,  v.  152 

Felicitas,  a  martyr,  i.  578 

Felix,  governor  of  Judea,  i.  16,  17  ^  his  marriage  with 
Drusilla^  ibid.  213,  note  ^ ;  was  guilty  of  unjust  actions,  1 7  ; 
hires  Dora  to  kill  Jonathan  the  high-driest,  17,  78;  he 
hoped  to  receive  money  of  St.  Paul,  17  ;  bis  good  conduct 
towards  the  Jews  and  Greeks  at  Csesarea,  iot,  J02 

Felix,  a  Manichee;  Augustine*s  dispute  with  him,  ii.  161  -, 
a  remarkable  passage  from  him,  184* 

Festus,  (Porcius)  governor  of  Judea,  i.  16 ;  died  there,  45  1 
his  council,  59 

Festus  (Bufus)  proconsul  of  Asia  in  the  time  of  Valcns,  and 
author  of  a  Breviary  of  the  Roman  History,  iv.  450,  451 

Feuardmtius,  his  edition  of  Irenseus,  i.  327 

Firmilian,  Bp  of  Ccesarea  in  Cappadocia,  his  fiiendship  fof 
Origen,  i.  5235  his  history,  575  ;  his  character,  576 ^  his 
testimony  to  the  scriptures,  576,  577  5  whether  he  re- 
ceived the  second  epistle  of  St.  Peter,  5775  and  ii.  25  f 
his  eminence,  and  his  moderation  in  the  affair  of  Paul  of 
Samosata,  i.  620 

Firmilian,  the  Roman  president  in  Palestine ;  his  cruelty  to 
the  Christians,  ii  119,  and  note  i^ 

Fleccus,  president  of  Asia,  forbids  the  Jews  to  send  money  to 
Jerusalem,  196 

Flaccus,  president  of  Egypt,  subject  to  the  Egyptians,  and 
unjust  to  the  Jews,  i.  46,  ^i,  5  2 

Flacius  I/lyricus,  his  judgment  concerning  EusebW  and 
many  other  ancient  Christian  writers,  ii.  278^  concerning 
the  Revelation,  i.  649 

Fleming,  (Mr,  C.)  A  letter  to,  on  the  Personality  of  the 
Spirit,  V.  473,  474 

Flovinus,  a  VaJenUnian,  to  whom  Irensous  wrote  a  letter, 

»•  3^5*  363 
Fornication,  its  signification  in  the  apostolic  decree.  Acts  xv. 

v.  508,  509 
FortUHatianus,  Bishop  of  Aqmkia,  his  Commentarj  upoa 

the  Gospels,  and  his  character,  ii.  443 
Fortunatus,  a  Manichaan  presbyter,   Augustine's  dispute 

with  him,  ii.  158}  he  vindicates  the  manners  of  his  sect, 

158,  IS95  quoted  again,  177,  186,  192,  193,  198,  204 
Fravitta,  or  Frajutus,  a  barbarian,  and  a  Gentile,  and  yet 

a  great  general,  and  faithful  to  the  Romans,  iv.  40 
Free  inquiry  in  things  of  religion  recommended,  L  612, 

ii.  »53 
fVes  wUl,  asserted  by  Commodian,  ii.  72  5  whether  held 
by  the  Maoicbees^  197  i  how  ooainuiued  by  Augustbe 
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and  other  ancirnt  Cliristfanf,   147,   197;  sec  also  236) 
.   asserted  by  Arnobiu*,  253  ;  by  Lactai»h3«»,  267  ;  by  Euse- 

biiM,  365}  by  Gregory  Nazianz<-n^  472;  Gregory  Nysscn, 

477  5   Kphrem  the  Syrian,  487  j;  GUiudentius,  524  ;  Cbry- 

•ostom,  618 }  Victor  of  Antiocb,  628  j  Isidore  of  Pclusium, 

ill.  6 
Tronto,  an  early  wiiter  against  the  Christians,  iv,  1 1 2 
Fundanus,  (Minudus)  proconsul  of  Asia,  to  wbora  Adrian 

sent  a  rescript,  favonrable  to  the  Christians,. iv.  52 
Future  Stale  proveabl«  by  reasoD,  a  sermon^  v.  1 1 1  f  sec 

also,  ii.  269,  270  , 


Gaunter,  (J.)  quoted,  iii    561.  562,  563.  5^4,571,  57:?,  573 

Gatnas,  the  Goth,  an  account  of  him,  iv.  409 

Ga/at'uins,  [I'he  epistle  to  the]    wbtn  and  where  written^ 

iii.  287  to  291 
Gai^rt,  his  titne,  iv.   i6k  ;  bis  passages  conrceming  Moses, 

and  Christ  and  his  followers,  ibid. 
Galerias^  (Maximian)  his  edict  in  favour  of  the  Christians  in 

3*1;  ir.  282,  283 
Ga/i/^^,  the  native  place  of  mofit  of  Christ's  apostles,  wbeie 

also  he  wrought  many  miracles,  iii.  13 
Gallienus  revokes^  Valerian's  edict  against    the   Christians, 

iv.  196,  197 
GalFw,  proconsul  of  Achaia,  i.  19,  20 ;  his  behaviour  toward) 

St.  Paul,  91  ;  his  character,  9? ;  said  by  Chrysostom  to 

have  been  a  man  of  moderation  and  equity,  ii.  61 1 
Callus,   (C.   T.)  successor  of  Decius,    his   time,  iv.   193  ; 

was  a  perseciitor  of  the  Christians,  i.  610  j  iv.  193,  194 
GamalUl,  the  aged,  the  force  of  Ims  reasoning  in  favour  of 

the  apostles^  i.    161  ^  his  great  eminence,   and   that   he 

never  embraced  the  Christian  religion,  iii.  550,  551 
Gaudentiua,  Bp  oj^  Brescia,  his  time,  an(^  ttsiimony  to  the 

scriptures,  ii.  523  10525 
Gaudentius,  a  Donatist  Bp^  ii.  299 
Gtlasius,  Bp  of  Rikme,  his  time,,  and  testimony  tothe  scrtp- 

tures,  iii.  42 
Ge/lius,  {A.)  how  he  quotes  Epictctus,  iv..43,  45,  50 
Geminus,  or  Geminianus,  presbyter  of  Ajatiocb,  and  author, 

i.  580 
Genealogies  in  St,  Ma'thew  and  St,  Luke;  both  said  to  be 

Joseph's  by  the  auihorof  the  Qu^ationis  et  Respon stones, 

ice.  \,  343  ;  said  to  be  left  out  of  Tatian's  harmony,  354; 

both  in  An3monius*8  harmony,  512  ;  reconciled  by  Africa^ 

nus,  516,  517  ;  both  refrrred  to  by  Clement  of  A.  394, 

398,  400  f  botb^  in  the  Maniciiaean  and  Carbolic  copits> 

ji.  233;  received   by  Eusebius,   38?;  that  in  Matthew 

fcferred  to  by  irenaeos,  i.  366,  373  5  Tertullian,  419, 420  ;. 

Victorinus,  ii.  95  ;  Cerinthntf.  iv.  570;  generally  received 

by  Christians  in  Porphyry's  time,  227 
Generidas,  in  high  offices,  a  barbarian,  and  Gentile,  yet 

faithful  to  the  Romans,  in  the  time  of  Honorius,  iv.  413 
Gennadius,  presbyter  of  Marseilles^  his  works,  aod  testimony 

to  the  scriptures,  iii.  41 
GentiUsm,  established  by  edicts  in  the  time  of  Julian,  iv.  319^ 

the  state  of  Gentilism     under    Christian    emperors,   iv. 

491  to  502 
George,  a  learned  Arian,  and  Bp  of  Laodicea,  ii.  317 
George,  the  Arian  Bp  of  Alexandria,  murdered  by  the  people 

there;    an  account  of  it  in  Ammianus,    iv.   375,  376; 

Julian,*upon  that  occasion,  sent  a  letler  of  reproof  to  the 

Alexandrians,  343  ;  and  he  desired  that  George's  library 

should  be  procured  for  him.  Hid, 
Gerdes,  (Dr.)  quoted  i.  272 ;  v.  467 
GermaTius,  a  Bp  who  reflected  upon  Dionysius  of  A.  i.  630 
Germimus,  an  Arian,  successor  to  Photius  in  the  see  of  Sir* 

mium,  ii.  444 
Gibson,   (Dr.)   Bp    of   London,    quoted   witb    respect,  i^ 

638,  643 


Glabrio,  put  to  death  by  Dorortian,  doubtful  wbetberhe* 
was  a  Christian,  iv.  1 84 

Gobq^,  (Ste.)  his  character  of*  Hegesippas,  i.  356,  358} 
says^  tliat  Hippolytus  and  kenaeus  did  not  recciTC  the 
epistle  to  ihe  Hebrews  as  Paul's,  369 

Gmliness,  the  great  mystery  of,  a  sermon,  v.  246 

Gospel,  meaning  of  the  word,   iii.   I4r  j  that  the  gos^lof' 
Christ  is  the  s^ame  as  his  preaching,  or  doctrine,  ii.  233  \ 
the  gospel  was  prenched  fril  over  the  Roman  empire  before 
the  destruction  of  Jerus  ilem,  iii.  497 

Gospels  referred  to,  by  Clement  of  Rome,  i.  293  10^95 

Gospels,  (Four),  the  time  of  writing  them,  especially  tlie 
first  three,  ii.  529;  iii.  151  to  157;  received  by  Jiistin  M. 
i.  343  to  345.J  the  author  of  4ilt>ae8tiones  et  R.  343 ; 
Tatian,  353,  354;  Iren»u«,  365  t«  367;  Theophilos, 
Bp  of  Antioch,  3893  the  author  of  a  harmony  of  ihe 
gospels,  ascribed  to  bim,  384;  Clement  of  Alexandria, 
400  5  Tertullian,  419  to  422  ;  called  by  him  our  Digesta, 
432;  four  gospels  likewise  according  to  Origen,  530; 
Dionysius  of  Alexandria,  633,  649;  Cyprian,  ti.  125  the 
author  of  the  Computation  of  Easter,  40  ,-  the  author  of 
the  poem  against  the  Marcionites,  93^;  Victorinus,  Bj>  of 
Pettaw,  95  ;  Methodius,  105  ;.  Pcler,  Bp  of  Alexandria, 
129)  they  seem  to  be  acknowledged  by  Archelaus,  138, 
139  J  Serapion,  BpofThmuis  in  Egypt,  146;  Titus  of 
Bostfa,  147;  Hierax,  155;  received  by  the  Manichees, 
212,  213;  and  the  Paulickins,  238,  239;  Eusebios  of 
Cassarea,  and  universally  acknowledged,.  369  *,  and  see 
360,  361  ;  four  gospels  according  to  Atbanasius,  400; 
and  the  Synopsis,  404;  Adamantins,  4065  Juvenons, 
407  ;  JuKus  Firmicus,4o8  ;  Cyril  ofJtrusalcm,  409,.4i« ; 
the  council  of  Laodicea,  415  ;  Epiphanius,  447,  418;  the 
Apostolical  constitution*,  438  ;  Basi4i  466;  Gregory  Na^ 
zianxen,  470  r  Anrpbilochius,  473  ;  Gregory  Nyssen,  476  f 
Ephrem  the  Syiian,  482  ;  Eb^jesu,  or  the  Syrian  Chris* 
tians,  488  ;.  Ambrose,  Bp  of  Milan,  494 ;  Philasier,  522  f 
Gaudentius,  523  ;  Theodore  of  Mopsocstia,  529  ;.  Jerooi, 
348  to  350;  Rufinus,  573  ;  the  third  counci]  of  Carlbagc, 
574;  Augustine,  578,  581,  5S3,  584,-  Cbrysosfom,  601, 
602;  Scvcrian,  604 ;  Victor  of  Antiocb,  626;  Innocent, 
Bp  of^Rome,  628  ;  Isidore,  of-Pelasium,  iii.  7  5  Theodoret, 
10  ;  Sedulius,  31 ;  (Jclasius,  Bp  of  Rome,  42  5  Andrew, 
43  ;  in  the  Alexandrian  MS.  45  ;  in  a  Stichomctiy  froitt 
Cotelerius,  49 ;  another  Stichometry,  50  ;  Gosmas  of  A. 
51,  52^ ;  Junilius,  58  ,T  the  Imperfect  Work,  65,  66? 
Gregory,  Bp  of  Rome,  70  f  Isidore  oiF  Seville,  74;  Leon- 
tius,  77;  Damascenus,  805  Oecomenius,  84;  Theo- 
phylact.  86  J  Euthymius,  89,  90  ;  Nicephoros  Cali^i,  91 
ji  €Dmmentary  upon  the  four  gospels  by  Fortunatianus,. 
\\.  443  ;  upon  Matthew  and  John  by  Didymus,  478 ; 
upon  Luke,  by  Ambrose  of  MUan,  494,  495  ;  upon 
Matthew,  Luke,  and  John,  by  Theodore  of  Mopsuestta, 
527;  upon  Matthew,  by  Jerom,  566  ;  upon  Mark,  by> 
Victor  of  Antioch,  625  ;  upon  the  four  gospels,  by  Tbeo- 
phylact,  86;:  Euthymius,  and  the  tinie  when  written  5 
89,  90  J  whether  Theophilos  of  Antioch  wrote  a  conn- 
mentary  upon  Matthew's  or  the  other  gospels  >  i.  ^Ss^*  3^4 
The  Order  in  which  tbe-  fbuF  gospels  were  written,^ 
atccording  to  Clement  of  Alexandria,  Matthew,  Luke, 
Mark,  John,  i.  395,  3985  in  which  they  were  p\aced,  at 
it  seenos,  in  Tcitulhan's  time,  first,  the  two  written  bf. 
apostles,  and  then  the  other  two  written  by  apostolical 
men,  433  :  the  order  of  placing  them  according  to  Origen, 
and  Eusebius;  first  Matthew,  next  Mark,  then  Luke, 
lastly  John,.  532;  ii.  368,  369;  so  also,  according  to 
Jerom,  548,  549;  Augustine,  583;  Chrysostoro,  603, 
604;^  Cosmas,  Hi.  51,  5a;  Tbeophylact,  85;  and  others.. 
Called  commentaries,  or  memoirs,,  that  is,  short  histories, 
i.  345,  421 ;  a  code,  or  collection  of  them  in  the  time  of 
Ignatius,  322 ;  in  the  time  of  Tcajan,  335,  336^  ofi 
Irenaeus,  372  • 

GosPEis<  the  most  exoelknt  part  of  6criptiiie>  ii/  581  %.  divert. 
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obsenraHoDs  of  Aagastine  upon  tbcro,  581,  58a,  583  5  not 
certain  in  what  place  each  gospel  was  wriiten,  602 ;  the 
time  when  tbef  were  written,  sccor^iiog  to  llieopbylact» 
ill.  .86,  87  i  Eutl^^mius,  89,  90  j  Nicephorus  CalHsti,  91  ,• 
thdr  late  date  supposed  by  Theodore  of  Mopsnestia,  ii. 
539;  many  advantages  of  their  late  date,  thatb,  of  their 
not  being  written  till  about  20  or  30  years  after  our  Lord's 
'  ascension,  iii.  37  to  40;  the  characters  of  the  several 
gospels,  ii.  620  i  the  story  that  ihey  were  corrected  in  the 
time  of  the  emperor  Anastasius,  as  having  been  written  by 

*  illiterate  evangelists,  considered,  iii.  68;  the  benefit  of 
several  gospels,  and  their  wonderful  harmony,  88;  the 
evangelists  did  not  call  their  histories  gospels;  the  faithful 
afterwards  called  them  gospels,  84 ;  nor  did  the  evangelists 

*  prefix  their  names  to  their  books,  and  the  reason  of  it, 
li.  604  , 

SmttU Gospels,  worn  by  superstitious  people,  ii.  572, 611; 

iii.  8  ;  some  cast  lots  upon  them,  H.  597 
Gospels  according  to  the  Egyptians,  Basilides,  Thomas,  and 

Matthias,  rejected  by  Origen,  i.  552,  553 
^spels  according  to  the  Twelve,  Basilides,  Thomas,  Mat- 
>  thias,  rejected  by  Ambrose  of  Milan,  ii.  494 
Gospels  according  to  the    Egyptians,   Thomas,   Matthias, 

Bartholomew,  the  twelve  apostles,  Basilides,  Apelles,  and 

others  not  named^  rejected  by  Jerom,  ii.  562 
Gospel  according  to  the  Egyptians',  the  obscurity  of  it,  and 

*  how  quoted  by  Clement  of  Alexandria,  and  rejected  by 
him,  1.  400,  407  ;  supposed  to  be  quoted  in  the  fragment 
of  what  is  called  the  second  epistle  of  Clement  of  Rome, 
304 ;  I  think  not  written  before  the  third  century,  lit 

-  132  ;  much  neglected,  i.  553 

Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews ;  or,  of  tAe  Naxarenes : 
whether,  quoted  by  Ignatius,  i.  323,  324;  composed  out 
of  St.  Matthew's  and  the  other  authentic  gospels,  with 
additions  of  some  other  things,  received  by  oral  tradition, 
324 ;  compare,  474 ;  not  confirmed  by  Papias,  338,  34b ; 
supposed  to  be  quoted  by  Hegesippus,  357  ;  how  quoted 
by  Clement  of  Alexandria,  407 ;  by  Origen,  553 ;  see 
likewise  the  chapter  of  Eusebius,  404,  408,  421 ;  trans- 
<  lated  by  Jerom,  559 ;  see  also  551,  iii.  50 ;  and  Ebiomtes. 
A  character  of  it,  485,  note  ^ ;  St.  Luke  does  not  refer  to 
'  the  gospels  according  td  the  Egyptians  and  Hebrews,  in 
the  introduction  to  his  gospel,  204  to  206 

Gospel  of  James,  or  Protevangelum,  composed  by  Leucius, 
iv.  632 

Gospel  of  MattMas,  ii.  370,  375,  387  ;  how  the  Traditttms 
of  Matthias  are  quoted  by  Clement  of  Alexandria,  may  t>e 
seen,  i.  410  ;  ir.  636 

Gospel  of  the  Naiivity  of  Mary,  supposed  to  be  written  by 
Leucius,  iv.  631,  63a 

Gospel  according  to  Peter,  confuted  by  Serapion,  Bp  Of 
Antioch,  and  the  obscurity  of  it,  i.  414,  415,  iv.  636  ;  sup- 
posed by  some  modems  to  have  been  composed  by  I^ocius, 
>'  415 ;  )▼•  636 ;  the  Gospel  according  to  Peter,  or  the  boofk 
of  James,  mentioned  by  Origen,  i.  554,  555  ;  and  see  ii. 

370,375*387*5^ 
Gospel  according  to  Thomas,  said  to  hare  been  foi^ged  by  the 

Manichees,  ii.  229 ;    but  without  reason,  being  of  an 

earlier  date,  232 ;  see  370,  375,  387 
Gospeb,-^  James,  (or  frote^mngehon^  of  the  Infiincy,  of 

Matthias,  of  the  Nativity  of  Mary,  of  Nicodemus,  of 

Peter ;  see  iv.  583,  630  to  657 
Gospel  \TAe)  the   true  way  of  Salvation,  two  sennons, 

T.  1 18 
Goths  converted  by  Audins,  ii.  412 
Governors  of  the  temple,  i.  18,  21 
Governors  of  -provinces,  their  different  behaviour  toward 

the  Christians,  iv.  162,  163 
Grabe,  fj.  EJ  his  argument  upon  the  firagment  of  the 

second  epistle  ascribed  to  Clement  of  Rome,  I  293  ;  an 

"Observation  of  his  upon  a  passage  of  Justin  Martyr,  3464 

upon  a  passage  of  Ircnseus,  -omitting  St  James^  371^  con- 
VOL.  -r. 


mended,  449,  468 ;  his  judgment  upon  tfie  doctrine  of 
the  apostles,  and  the  Constitntions,  ii.  387,  422  note  % 
424 ;  his  account  of  (he  Alexandrian  MS.  iii.  44 

Granianus,  {Serenius)  proconsul  of  Asia,  his  letter  to 
Adrian  in  favour  of  the  Christians,  iv.  51 

Gratiojt,  his  edict  against  Heretics,  ii.  499 ;  the  same  re-  . 
pealed,  504;    whether  he  refused  the  title  of  Pontifex 
Maximus,  iv.  407  5  when  he  ordered  the  Altar  of  Victory 
to  be  removed  out  of  the  senate  house,  455 

Greeks,  or  Grecians,  in  Acts  ix.  29,  who  they  were,  iii.  265  ; 
and  those  mentioned  Acts  xi.  20.  266;  the  Greeks  in  John 
xii.  20,  21,  who  they  were,  v.  480  to  482 ;  the  Grecians 
and  Hebrews  in  Acts  vi.  i .  v.  487  to  493 

Gregory,  Bp  of  I/liberis,  his  works,  and  testimony  to  the 
scriptures,  ii.  451 ;  was  a  Luciferian,  452 

Gregory  Nazianxen,  his  works  and  time,  ii.  469 ;  his  tes- 
timony to  the  scriptures,  469  to  471 ;  his  judgment  con- 
cerning synods  of  bishops,  472 ;  did  not  undentaod  the 
principles  of  moderation,  47 1,  472 

Gregory,  of  Neooesarea,  called  Thaumaturgus,  comes  to 
Origen,  i.  523  ;  his  history,  591  to  596 ;  testimonies  to 
him,  596  to  601  ;  hrs  time,  601  to  603  ;  was  not  at  the 
'  second  council  of  Antioch,  603  ;  his  M'orks,  603  to  605 ; 
a  creed  ascribed  to  him,  not  his,  604,  605  ;  his  character, 
605,  606;  his  testimony  to  the  scriptures,  607,  608 

Gregory  Nyssen,  his  time  and  works,  and  testimony  to  the 
scriptures,  ii.  474,  475 ;  select  passages  from  him,  476, 

477 

Gregory  I.  Bp  if  Borne,  his  reason  why  the  Maiiicfaees 
rejected  marriage,  ii.  514  ;  his  time,  iii.  68  ;  books  of  the 
Old  Testament  quoted  by  him,  69 ;  books  of  the  New 
Testament  quoted  by  him,  69,  70;  his  respect  for  the' 
scriptures,  71 ;  select  passages,  72,  73 

Grotius,  {Hti^)  his  judgment  concerning  The  Eevelatum, 
i.  649;  hts  remarks  upon  Trajan*s  persecution  of  the 
Christians,  iv.  34 ;  did  not  quote  Thallus  as  a  witness  of 
the  darkness  at  the  time  of  our  Saviour's  passion,  67 ;  hit 
observations  upon  Porphyry's  objections  against  the  book 
of  Daniel,  217,  221,  224,  in  the  notes;  quoted,  v.  376, 

39c>»  39^  392»  40i»  409*  4»o»  4"*  413*  4H»  4'^  4^7* 
418, 419, 426,  431  i  commended,  388 


H 

Himographa,  tbat  division  of  the  Sacred  books  Of  the  Old 
Testament,  largely  considered,  ii.  543  to  546 

Hallet,  (/<v.)  quoted,  i.  300,  536,  538,  566;  ii.  23,  63, 
181,492-;  iii  259,336,  399,  417  ;  V.  469^  hisobserva- 
lions  upon  the  Christian  ^of^>  or  love  feasts,  iii.  24,  25  { 
npon  the  doxology  in  the  Phlopatris,  155  4  upon  the  alts: 
to  the  unknown  God,  175,  176 

Harmonins,  son  of  Bardesanes,  his  character,  t.  442 

Harris,  (Dr.)  his  funeral  sermon,  v.  35  ;  hb  Uf^  and  cha- 
racter, 31  to  33 

Hascms,  {Th,)  quoted, iii.  438 

Hayne,  (T)  quoted,  iii.  443 

Heart :— On  keeping  the  Heart,  a  sermon,  t.  3011 

Heathen  people,  imp^ed  npon  by  their  priests,  ii.  72;  their 
temples  shut  tip  by  Constantino,  337  ;  some  of  them  de« 
mohshed  in  bis  time,  ibid. ;  tbehr  idolatrous  worship  for- 
bidden, 338 ;  remarks  upon  his  laws  against  them,  344, 
345  ;  on  account  of  the  doctrine  of  the  trinity,  some  of 
them  thought  that  the  Christians  worshipped  a  plurality 
of  gods,  399 

Hehed-Jesw,  seeEbedjeso. 

Hebrew: — 71^  bpistlb  ^ f Ae  hbbreWs ;  To  xvTiom  it  was 
written,  iii.  324  to  328 ;  to  believing  Jews  in  Palestine, 
under  persecution,  ii.  606 1  iii.  52,  74 

In  what  language  it  was  written,  iH.  32B,  329;  said 
hf  some  of  the  ancients  to  havebeen  translated  into  Greeks 
by  dement  ^  Aome  w  St.  Li^e,  i.  291,  iii.  52 ;   by 
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Luke,  according  to  Clement  of  Alexandria,  594,  395, 
399 ;  Origen  tuppoied  it  to  have  been  written  in  Greek, 
>•  538  ;  which  is  probable,  ii.  391,  393  ;  laid  to  be  trans- 
lated into  Greek  by  Luke  or.  Clement,  382}  probahlj 
written  in  Greek,  and  the  judgments  oi  divers  learned 
moderns  in  fiivour  of  that  opinion,  391,  39a 

By  ivhom  it  was  written,iit.  339  to  340 )  ascribed  to  Paul 
by  Clement  of  Alexandria,  i.  395,  399, 401  $  to  Barnabas, 
by  Tertull'ian,  437  s  by  some  to  Barnabas,  to  Clement,  or 
Luke,  532,  ill.  74 

The  time  and  place  of  writing  it,  iii.  340,  341 
Received,  by  Dionysius  of  Alexandria,  i.  633  ;  by  some 
of  the  NoTatians,  ii.  66 ;  Theognostus,  83 ;  the  author  of  a 
poem  against  the  Marcionites,  93  )  Methodius,  106 ;  Peter 
of  Alexandria,  1 39 ;  Arcbelau^,  139 ;  6eraplon  of  llimuis, 
146;  Tittts  of  Bostra,  147  ;  Hierax,  15$  I  the  Manlcheea, 
215 ;  and  the  Paulidans,  239 ;  whether  referred  to  by 
Amobius,  355  ;  referred  to  by  Lactantius,  387  ;  received 
by  the  other  Amobius,  356 ;  Alexander  Bp  of  Alexandria, 
303;  the  Arians,  309,  310$  Hihiry  of  metiers,  413; 
Lucifer  of  Cagliari,  450  $  Faustious  and  Marcellinus,  45 1  \ 
C.  M.  Victorinus,  454;  Basil,  466  5  Gregory  Naziaoeep, 
470 1  Ampbilochius,  473  $  Gregory  Nyssen,  475  \  Didy- 
mus,  478$  Ephrem,  4833  Ebedjesu,  488;  Ambrose, 
4953  Philaster,  533;  Gaudentius,  534  s  Theodore  of 
Mopsuestia,  5385  Jerom,  549,  556;  Bufinus,  573 ;  the 
third  council  of  Cart)i3ge,  575  $  Chrysostom,  606;  Se« 
verian,  Bp  of  Gabala,  630  \  Chromatius,  Bp  of  Aquileia, 
635  ;  Victor,  of  Antloch,  628  3  Paulinuii,  639  >  the 
followers  of  Pelagius,  631  \  Palladius,  iii.  5  3  Isidore  of 
Pckisium,  7  ;  Cyril,  of  AJexaodria,  9 ;  Tbeodoret,  1 1 3 
Cassian,  17  3  Prosper,  ai  ;  the  author  of  the  Calling  df 
the  Gentiles,  33  3  and  of  the  divine  Promises  and  Pre- 
dictton%  ibid,  \  Salvian,  36 ;  Cosmas,  53  ;  the  author  of  the 
Imperfect  Work,  66  3  Gregory,  Bp  of  Eome,  70  3  is  in 
the  Alexandrian  MS.  45  3  rec^ved  by  Isidore  of  Seville,  74 
Not  received  as  Paul*t  by  Caius,  Irenseus  or  Hippoly- 
tus,  i.  481,  483,  497,  503  3  not  quoted  by  Cyprian,  ill. 
168  to  171 3  rejected  by  some  of  the  Romans  in  the  time 
of  Eusebius  and  Jerom,  i.  482,  483  3  and  by  some  in  the 
Ea«t,  518,  535,  5375  doubted  of  by  several,  537,  5383 
not  received  by  Novatus,  ii.  63  3  not  received  by  the 
church  of  Rome  in  the  time  of  Eusebius,  370,  372  3  not 
received  by  all,  558,  559,  575,  586 

fVhether  ^ted  or  alluded  to  by  Clement  of  Rome, 
i.  299  to  301 3  known  to  and  quoted  by  Ireoseus,  364. 
but  not  certain  that  it  was  received  by  him  as  Paul's,  369  3 
quoted  in  the  Questiones  et  R.,  343  3  seems  to  l>c 
referred  to  by  Polycarp,  331 3  the  grounds  of  Caius's  re- 
jecting it  considered,  483,  484  3  Ongen*8  judgment  upo^ 
it,  583  3  how  quoted  by  him,  535,  $^6  3  observatioos  upon 
his  judgment,  536  to  538  3  whether  the  Catholics  rejected 
this  epistle  because  it  was  perverted  by  the  Novatians, 
ii.  363,3«probably  it  was  received  by  Pamphilus,  131 3 
doubt^l  whether  it  was  received  by  Victorinus  of  Pettaw, 
96  3  £usebius*8  opinion  of  it,  i.  291 3  wlietber  quoted  by 
Optatus,  493  3  whether  xeceived  bj  the  author  of  the 
Commentary  upon  thirteen  of  St.  Paul's  Epistles,  531 3 
doubts  about  this  epistle,  and  the  reason  of  them,  533, 
5235  liow  quoted  by  Augustine,  585,5863  whether  re- 
ceive by  Pflagius,  631 3  doubted  of  by  some  of  the  Latins, 
because  of  the  differeooe  of  the  style,  5563  see  St«  Paul's 
•  epbtles. 

H^emomuB,  said  to  be  author  of  a  work  ascribed  to  Arcbc- 
Kus,  ii.  i3<5,  137,  144 

Hegesiffus^  a  Hebrew  Christian,,  his  history  and  works,  and 
testimony  to  the  books  of  the  New  TesUment,  i.  ^56  to 
358  3  his  character,  356 

Heidegger,  (J.  H.)  quoted,  iiL  443 

HelcMttes,  see  Eicesaites. 

Helena,  mother  ^  Constcmibu,  her  mean  original,  ii.  33as 


whether  wife  oFCozutantius  Chlorus,  ilid.  %  re^wet  diewn 

her  by  Constantloe,  333  3  her  death,  ibid,  churchea  said 

to  be  built  by  her,  336  3  whether  she  found  our  Savioitr's 

real  cross,  ibid, 
HeUne,  ifueen  of  the  Adiahenes,  converted  to  Judaism,  ^  ^ } 

relieves  the  Jews  in  a  famine,  134 
HeUodortts,  author  of  the  Ethiopics,  iv.  356 
Hell  torments, 'whtthet  the  Manicbees  believed  them  to  be 

eternal,  ii.  199  ;  their  eternity  believed  by  Lactantius,  370 
Helladius,  a  learned  heathen  and  grammarian  at  Alexandria 

in  the  fourth  century,  afterwards  at  Constantinople,  iv* 

470*  473 
Hcllenismt  the  meaning  of  that  word,  iv.  345,  note  ^ 
Helvidius,  his  opinion  at>out  the  Lord*s  brethren,  il  95 
HeracUu,  catechist  and  Bp  of  Alexandria  3  famous  ^r  kara« 

»°g»  >•  5^3  5  mentioned  again,  530,  531,  533 
Hertulean,  Bp  of.  Chalcedon,  his  work  against  the  Maai^ 

chees,  ii.  136,  144 
Heracleon,  a  Valentinian,  his  time  and  cotmtry,  iii.  463^ 
iv.  583  3  books  of  the  New  Testament  recei^  by  hinv 
iii.  463 1  quoted  the  preaching  of  Peter,  I.  554 ;  it  is  pro-^ 
bable  that  he  received  both  the  Old  and  New  Testameot^ 
>▼•  585  3  wrote  commentaries  on  several  parts  of  scripture^ 
5843  remarks  on  those  commentaries,  584,  5853  tbey 
give  testimony  to  the  genuineoest  of  the  introductioQ  to> 
John's  gospel,  586 
Heraclitui,  an  ecclesiastical  writer  of  the  seoood  centnix» 

>-4i3 
Hercules,  bis  image  and  temple  destroyed  by  the  Christians,. 

at  Sufiecta,  in  Africa,  in  the  year  399,  iv.  471 
Heresy  defined,  ii.  333  3  iv.  505  to  508  3  a  heretic,  one  sepa» 
rated  from  the  church,  and  who  acknowledges  himself  ift 
Christian,  5073    the    unhappineas  of  heresy,    ii.   160; 
advantage  nrom  it,   2363  iv.  538,   5293    the  "causes  of 
heresy,  508,  5093  many  mistakes  in  the  writers  on  this 
.  subject,  509,  510  3  of  the  number  of  heresies,. 5 10,  5x13 
heresies  in  the  two  first  centuries  principally  two,  those  of 
the  DocetaR  who  held  two  gods  or  first  principles,  and  of 
.  the  Ebionites  who  believed  that  our  Saviour  was  a  mere 
.  man,  51 1,  512  3  theseeds  sown  in  the  days  of  the  apostle^ 

S3i>53a 

HiSToav  (The)  of  the  Hbretics  of  the  two  first  centuries 
after  Christ,  iv.  503  to  693 

Heretics,  said  to  have  corrupted  the  scriptures,  i.  353  3  who 
of  them  did  so,  563  3  several  heretics  mentioned  by  Me* 
•  tbodius,  iii.  1053  severally  censured  by  Photius,  1483 
how  treated  by  Constantine,  3383  remarks  upon  his  treat- 
ment of  them,  343,  344  3  heretics  have  been  often  treated 
with  harshness,  iv.  513;  and  greatly  calumniated,  5133 
unjustly  accused  of  magic,  513,  5143  and  lewdness,  5153 
Christians  in  general  aa  well  as  heretics  had  thus  been 
accused^  ibid.  3  the  acct^sations  imjust,  515  to  518  3  the 
ancient  heretics  believed  the  unity  of  God,  519,  5303 
several  heretics  lueotioned  in  the  Constitutions,  u,  437  3 
how  to  be  treated  according  to  Martin,  Bp  of  Touri, 
501,  511  ;  sometimes  discovered  by  their  modest  garb 
and  behaviour,  without  inquiring  into  their  faith,  504 ;  the 
ancient  heresiarchs  generally  men  of  letters,  and  borroived 
their  notions  from  the  philosophers,  iy.  536,  5293  and 
moderate  to  those  who  difiercd  from  them,  530  3  tbey  did 
not  admit  the  pernicious  consequences  chargied  upon  their 
doctrines,  531 3  their  writings  lo9t,  ii.  463  3  how  cep^ured, 
by  Cassian,  iii.  18  3  by  Vinceotiqs  Lirinensis,  243  and  the 
author  of  the  Imperfect  ffork,  63,  64 ;  they  received  the 
same  scriptures  with  the  Cat  holies,,  and  quoted  them  v^iy 
much,  37,  38,  37  3  and  made  great  use  of  them,  iv.  531 
to  5 33  3  tbey  respected  theapo^es^  525  ;  used  also  apocry- 
phal books,  533,  5243  said  to  tir  innocently,  at  least 
•iacerely,  iii.  37  ^  a  fine  passage  of  Sozomeu,  concerning 
them,  il.  53,  543  order  ot  the  most  early  heretics,  iv.  534 

Hermas,  bis  Pastor^  or  Shepherd,  djpspiscd  by  socoe,  approved 
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hy  6ther»,  and  his  time,  i.  365 1  placed  in  the  time  of  Pdpe 
Fias  br  the  author  of  a  poem  against  the  Marcionites,  iii. 
293;  now  quoted,  by  Irenaeus,  i.  273,  274;  Clement  of 
Alexandria,  406  j  Tertullian,  434  j  Origen,  5515  not  a 
canonical  book,  though  genuine,  ii.  370,  375,  3865  not 
receiveil  as  of  authority,  by  Athanasius,  400,  401,  402; 
by  Prosper,  iii.  21 

Hermas,  an  early  author,  who  wrote  against  Gentilism,  i.  414 

Hermogenes,  a  heretic,  confuted  by  Theophilus,  Bp  of  An- 
tioch,  i.  383  ;  the  accoant  of  him  from  ancient  authors, 
ir.  664 ;  of  his  time  and  country,  663  ;  his  opinion  con- 
cerning the  eternity  of  matter,  665 ;  he  asserted  one  God, 
666 ',  some  other  of  his  opinions,  664,  666;  set  up  no 
separate  communion,  667  \  received  both  the  Old  and 
New  Testament,  668 ;  no  account  of  his  writings,  ibid. 

Herod  the  Qreat,  an  Idumeao,  i.  9 ;  and  yet  a  Jew,  10,  roi  5 
how  he  obtained  the  kingdom  of  Judea,  10,  148;  the 
manner  of  his  death,  10,  230;  was  always  a  dependent 
tributary  prince,  148  to  149  ;  reduced  to  a  more  strict  sub- 
jection to  the  Romans,  i  $  r  $  several  of  his  cruel  actions 
rehearsed,  180,  181  ^  Augustus's  jest  upon  him  for  killing 
his  sons,  183,  184  ;  who  <^his  children  survived  him,  214 ; 
several  opinions  conoaming  the  time  of  his  death,  L 
23^  to  233 

Strod  jigr^pa,  his  several  nreferments  till  he  became  king 
of  all  Judea,  i.  14 ;  a  zealous  Jew,  ibid,;  his  remarkable 
^death,  14  to  16;  his  children',  16;  his  letter  to  Caligula 
to  d^uade  him  from  erecting  his  statue  at  Jerusalem, 
49,  6r,  85;  how  ridiculed  at  Alexandria,  87,  88;  impri- 
soned by  order  of  Tiberius,  ia8;  complains  to  Petronius 
of  an  injury  done  the  Jews  in  Syria,  98 ;  presents  a 
gold  chain  at  Jerusalem,  128;  orders  Nazantes  to  be 
shaved,  T16 

Herod  Antipas,  tetrarch  of  Galilee,  !n  the  time  of  John  the 

Baptist,  and  our  Saviour,  L  12;  his  marriage  with  He- 

rodias,  ibid. ;  see  also  21a }    banished  by  Caligula  into 

.  Gaul,  13 ;  was  at  Jerusalem  at  the  lime  of  our  Saviour's 

crucifixion,  80 

Uered  kmg  of  Chalets,  married  his  niece  Bemice,  i.  16}  see 
also  213,  note  *;  had  the  government  of  the  temple,  18, 
'  note  s 

Btrod,  son  of  Herod  the  Great,  by  Mariamne  the  high  priest's 
daughter,  his  history,  and  that  he  was  otherwise  called 
Philip,  and  was  the  first  husband  of  Herodias,  i.  212 

Merodians,  who  they  were,  i.  70 

I&rodias,  married  Herod  the  tetrarch,  i.  1 2  $  her  character, 
J  2,  13  ;  her  daughter  demands  John  Baptist's  head,  13  ; 
who  was  her  first  husband,  212,  213 

lierwaert,  (John  Geo.)  his  interpretation  of  Luke  ii.  2.  i.  165 

HesycMtu,  Bf  in  Egypt,  his  edition  of  the  Old  and  New  Tes- 
tament, ii.  Ill,  112,  113$  mentioned  again,  128 

Houman,  {C.A,)  his  opinion  concerning  the  bishopric  and 
martyrdom  of  Hippolytos,  i.  498  i  his  edition  of  Lactan- 
tius  commended,  ii.  261,  266;  his  opinion  concerning 
the  Manichseism  of  Lactantius  considered,  375 ;  his  re* 
marks  upon  a  passage  of  Polycrates  Bp  of  Epbesus,  555 ; 
quoted,  ii.  258,  ^79,  362,  568  j  iii.  6,  195,  197,  114, 
267,  424,  426,  431,  433 ;  bis  remarks  upon  niny*s  letter 
concerning  the  Christians  examined,  iv.  19,  21 5  quoted 
and  commended,  250 

Hierax,  a  learned  Christian  of  Egypt,  reckoned  a  Manichee, 
ii*'53>  but  without  reason,  153, 154;  his  eminence,  154, 
15  j  ;  his  testimony  to  the  scriptures,  155 

Hmocles,  who  wrote  against  the  Christians  at  the  beginning 
of  Dioclesian's  persecution,  iv.  112;  an  account  of  his 
work  from  Lactantius,  253  to  255  ;  from  Eusebins,  355, 
356 ;  he  did  not  deny  the  truth  of  our  Saviour*s  miracles, 
hot  set  up  Apollonius  Tyameus  against  htm:  he  was  well 
acquainted  with  the  books  of  the  Old  and  New  TesUment, 
and  bears  witness  to  their  antiquity  and  genuineness,  and 
mentions  bj  Aame  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  254  to  258 ; 
see  also  296,  997  j  guilty  of  great  cmeltiea  when  he  was 


praefect  at  Alexandria,  256,  257;  different  from  Hierocles 
a  philosopher  at  Alexandria,  in  the  fifth  century,  257 

Hierocles  of  Alexandria,  his  time,  history,  and  works,  with 
remarks,  iv.  416,  417 

High  priests,  did  rend  their  clothes  upon  extraordinary  occa- 
sions, 181 ;  mentioned  in  the  plural  number,  ibid.;  their 
sacred  vestment,  by  whom  kept  at  several  times,  81,  82; 
see  also  Fitellkisi  their  succession  preserved  by  Jo- 
sephus,  210 

Hilary,  deacon  of  Rome,  his  history,  character,  and  princi- 
ples, ii.  520 ;  whether  author  of  a  Commentary  upon 
thirteen  of  St.  Paul's  epistles,  ibid. 

Hilary  ofPoictiers,  his  works  and  testimony  to  the  scriptures, 
ii.  412,  413 

Hil/el  znd  Shammed,  their  difierent  opinions,  i.  70 

Himerius,  sophist  and  professor  of  rhetoric  at  Athens,  under 
whom  BasU  and  Gregory  Nazianzen  studied,  iv.  349,  350 

Hipfohjtus,  {Bp  of  Porto)  probably  author  of  The  Treatise 
of  the  Universe,  ascribed  to  Caius,  and  others,  i.  489  i  his 
history  and  works,  495  to  497 ;  what  sort  of  a  Bishop  he 
was,  and  whether  he  was  a  martyr,  497,  498 ;  wrote 
against  the  Valentinians,  Marcionites,  Nicolaitans,  Noe- 
tians  and  all  heretics,  495,  496 ;  against  the  Noetians,  581, 
585,  5861  did  not  seceive  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews  as 
Riul's,  497,  502  5  opinions  of  modems  concerning  his  re« 
inaining  works,  499,  500 ;  hb  testimony  to  the  scriptures, 
501  to  503  ;  though  he  wrote  in  Greek,  he  may  be  reck- 
oned among  Latins,  iii.  330 ;  quoted,  v.  402,  note  ^ 

History  of  the  Apostles  and  Evanoblists,  writers  of 
the  New  Testament,  iii.  138  to  475 

Hody's  (H.)  opinion  concerning  the  Hagiographa,  ii.  543, 
547  ;  quoted,  iii.  75,  79,  357,  360 

Hogg's  (Mr.)  note  concerning  the  Ophians,  iv.  657 

Holt  Spirit,  meaning  of  it  in  the  Scriptures,  v.  215  to  217, 
395  to  431,  493,  494.  A  Letter  upon'  the  Personally  of 
the  Spirit,  V.  473,  474  j  sec  also  the  word  Spirit 

Homomian,  different  sentiments  concerning  that  word,  ii.  76 

Homousians,  called  heretics,  iii.  63,  64 ;  they  persecuted  the 
Arians,  and  others,  ibid. 

Honoratus,  Augustine's  Jriend,  once  a  heathen,  afterwards  a 
Manichee,  ii.  150, 159, 

Hormista  of  Orosius,  iv.  482 

Hours  of  the  day,  computed  in  the  gospel  of  John^  as  in  the 
other  gospel^  in  the  Jewisk  manner,  iii.  2385  v.  48a 
to  484  • 

Huber,  (Z.)  commended,  i.  56 

huet,  (P.  D.)  quoted,  i.  403  ;  his  opinion  concemiog  the 
design  of  Philostratus  in  writing  the  life  of  Apollonius  of 
Tyaria,  vr.  263,  264 

Hunt  (Dr.)  quoted,  v.  4135  his  funeral  sermon,  51 )  his  lilb 
and  character,  57  to  63 

Hymns  to  the  gods,  were  sometimes  in  prose,  sometimes  La ' 
verse,  iv.  23 

Hymns,  used  in  the  church,  afterwards  laid  aside,  i.  628 

Hypatia,  her  great  merit,  and  the  manner  of  her  death,  in 
425, 426 

Hypytfuans,  said  by  Origen  to  use  spurious  writings,  1.  5C9 

Ifyrcamus,  high-priest  and  pritM:e  of  Judea,  i.  9 1  put  to  deatk 
by  Herod,  180 


Jackson,  (J.)  his  opinion  of  the  tinae  of  a  woA  oi  NovaliaQ, 
and  of  Sabdlianism,  examined,  ii.  57  to  59 ;  an  answer  to- 
his  remarks  on  the  fifth  volume  of  the  former  edition  of 
this  work,  151  to  13$ 

Jamkiichus,  his  time,  and  his  life  of  Pythagoras,  with  re» 
Durks,  shewing  that  he  did  not  aim  to  oppose  Pythagosw 
to  our  Saviour,  w.  269,  270 1  another  work  of  his,  with 
remarks,  270,  271 

Jamss,  St.  sod  of  Zebedee,  the  first  martyr  for  Christ  among 
the  apostles,  belieaded  by  Herod  Agrippa,  1U.  9x3 }  said. 


4Da 


Digitized  by 


Google 


5^^ 


INDEX  V. 


bat  withoat  reason^  to  biye  planted  the  gospel  in  Spain^ 
214,  note  ^ 
Jambs,  (St.)  the  son  of  AlpheiM^  his  history  from  the  New 
Tefttament,  whereby  it  appears  that  he  was  an  apostle^  iii. 
368  to  370  }  his  history  from  ancient  writers,  370  to  378  j 
who  he  was^  and  his  histoiy  from  Jerom,  ii.  559,  560;  he 
%a%  an  apostle  according  to  Epipbanins,  419 ;  Augustine, 
587  ;  the  son  of  Alpheus,  consequently  an  apostle,  in  the 
Imperfect  Work,  iii.  66 

Not  esteemed  to  be  an  apostle  by  Eusebius,  ii.  383 ; 
Cyril  of  Jerusalem,  410  $  and  see  the  Synopsis,  405  ;  The 
€k>nstitutions,  4383  but  see  426,  436;  Gregory  Nysten, 
476  i  said  to  be  one  of  Cbriat*s  seventy  disciples  in  the 
Synopsis  of  Dorotheas,  88 

He  presided  in  the  church  of  Jemsalem  after  the  death 
of  St.  Stephen,  iii.  369,  370,  372,  373;  he  presided  in 
the  council  at  Jeru&Edem,  370 ;  his  excellent  character, 
3705  how  he  was  the  Lord's  brother,  37a,  373,  379  to 
381  s  according  to  the  Commentary  upon  St.  Paurs 
thirteen  epistles,  U.  521;  according  to  Febgius,  631; 
Tbeodoret,  iii.  12  s  Oecumenius,  845  Theopbylact,  87; 
why  called  the  Less,  iii.  383  ;  called  also  the  Just,  384 ; 
other  marks  of  respect  for  him,  ibid. 

His  martyrdom  in  the  templej  with  the  manner  and 
tinae  of  his  death,  iii.  374  to  379  r  thirty  years  after  our 
Lord's  ascension  according  to  ficde,  79  -,  the  account  of 
his  death,  543  5  the  paragraph  concerning  him  in  Josephus 
not  genuine,  542,  543  j  sec  i.  45 

HisEpistlb:  Its  genuineness,  111.38^,  3863  when 
written,  386,  387  5  to  whom,  84,  386  to  388 

It  seems  to  be  referred  to  by  Clement  of  Rome,  i.  301 ; 
by  Hcrmas,  309,  3103  how  quoted  by  Origcn,  538,  539, 
541 ;  whether  referred  to  by  CoronKxlian,  ii.  73 ;  received 
by  the  Paulicians,  ibid, ;  quoted  by  the  younger  Amo- 
bius  as  written  by  James  the  apostle,  257$  seems  to  be 
referred  to  by  Lactantius,  28S  5  received  by  Athanasius, 
400,  401  >  Cyril  of  Jerusalem,  400  3  the  council  of  Lao* 
dieea,  415  ;  Epiphanius,  417,  418;  supposed  to  be  refer* 
red  to  in  the  Constitutions,  438 ;  received-  by  Gregory 
Naztanzen,  470  3  Amphilochius,  473  3  the  Syrian  churches,, 
488,  iii.  53 ;  Jerom,  and  generally  in  his  lime,  ii.  559, 
5603  Auguftine,  579,  5873  Cbrysostom,  607;  Sulpicius 
Severus,  6223  Chromatins,  Bp  of  Aquileia,  6253  Inno- 
cent Bp  of  Rome,  628  ;  Paulinus,  630 ;  Pclagius,  63 1  3 
Palladius,  iii.  5  3  Cyril  of  Alexandria,  9;  Tbeodoret,  123 
Cassian,  173  Prospfer,  21 ;  Salvian  36;  ihc  ImperfeoMt 
Work,  66  3  Oecumenius,  84  ;  Theopbylact,.  87 

Not  quoted  by  Irenseus,  i.  370,  371;  nor  by  Clement 
of  Alexandria,  403  3  nor  by  Tertullian,  428,  429,  430  ; 
nor  Cyprian,  ii.  24  3  not  received  by  all  in  the  time  oC 
Eusebius,  369,  373;  and  Jerom,  5593  doubted  of  by 
some,  iii.  74  3  especially  in  the  east,  59 
IdaciuSf  Bp  of  Emerita,  prosecutor  of  Priscilllao  and  his  fol- 
lowers, ii.  499 
Idumeans,   who  they  were,   and  their  conversion  to  Ji> 

daism,  i.  9 

Jehudah,  or  Judah,  the  holy,  composer  of  the  Mishna,  bis 

,  time  and  character,  iii.  547,  548,  551 

Jeremiah  the  prophet,  said  by  some  not  to  have  died,  11.91, 

Q2  3  an  apocryphal  book,  wiih  his  name,  mentioned  by 

Jerom,  562 

Jerom,  his  rime,  ii.  531,  532  3  his  history  and  character,  532 

to  5393  his  masters  in  Latin,  in  grammar,  &c.  5323  ia 

Hebrew,  533  3  his  account  of  apocryphal  books  of  the  Old 

Testament,  30  3  well  acquainted  with  Jewish  traditions, 

iii.  551 3  his  Accounts  of  the  Nazarene  Christians,  4843 

confutes  the  Manichees  in  his  works,  li.  1483  what  he 

says  of  their  fasting,  1603  wrote  severely  against  heretics, 

lv«  5'*»  S^2>  5*3  >  favoured  by  pope  Damasus,  and  made 

bis  Secretary,  ii.  464, 465  -,  several  of  his  works  mentioned, 

ibid,  3  quoted,  v.  394.  402,  and  elsewhere.    The  time  of 

bis  stay  at  Romei  ii .  464  3  how  censured  by  Pailadius,  53^ . 


An  accoont  of  his  book  Of  lUostrioui  Men,  432  3  of  some 
other  of  his  works,  534  3  his  editions  and  vernons  of  the 
scriptures,  and  commentaries  upon  them,  565,  566;  his 
testimony  to  the  scriptures,  539,  &C  select  passages,  571, 
572  ;  once  an  admirer  of  Origen,  afterwards  hu  enea^, 
624  s  his  Latin  version  of  the  scriptures  quoted  by  Cassian, 
iii.  17  3  and  Gregory  bishop  of  Rome,  72 

Jerutalim,  when  taken  by  Pompey,  iii492  3  when  Titos  begvi 
to  besiege  it,  496 ;  when  he  took  it,  492,  496,  523,  524  j 
the  distresses  of  the  city  during  the  siese,  see  Famim. 
llie  number  who  perished  in  the  siege  andin  Judea,  j%§, 
529,  570  3  the  city  afterwards  called  i£lia,  ii.  1 19 

j£6us  :  the  true  time  of  his  nativity,  i.  192,  193  »  said  to  be 
found  by  the  wise  men  of  the  £ast,  not  in  a  stable,  but  in 
a  bouse,  iii.  88  3  the  time  of  the  duration  of  his  ministry, 
i.  200,  231,  232;  ii.  40,  138,  456,  4873  iii.  45,  78,  88f 
the  time  of  bb  crucifixion,  i.  208  3  his  age  at  the  tioie  o£ 
his  baptism,  il.  420  3  how  many  passovers  in  his  ministry, 
ibid,  3  his  ministry  said  to  continue  three  years  and -.a 
half,  379 

He  wrought  no  miracles  in  early  life,  and  disdained 
ease  and  luxury,  ii.  487,  6123  Remarks  upon  bis  thnn 
miracles  of  raising  the  dead,  487  ;  A  Vindication  of  these 
in  answer  to  Woolston*s  objections,  v.  33a  to  370 ;  owing 
to  modesty  that  he  said  of  jairus's  daughter,  she  sleeps,  ii^ 
627 ;  was  a  philosopher  and  truly  religious,  365 ;  called 
the  first  martyr,  471 3  b3rsome  said  to  have  cleansed  the 
temple  twice,  by  others  bu^  once,  iMJ. ;  all  bis  miracles 
healing  and  beneficial,  iii.  C5  3  he  said  and  did  many  things 
not  recorded  in  the  gospels,  ii.  627  3  iii.  883  his  mirades 
tiue  and  certain,  and  well  attested,  578,5793  bispredic* 
tions  of  the  calamities  coming  on  the  Jews,  49163  Proofs  of 
his  resurrection,  ii.  4773  the  evidence  of  it  increased  b/ 
the  scrupulousness  of  Thomas,  503  3  the  ends  of  his  mi«^ 
nistryand  death,  598,  5993  he  did  not  use  force,  599$^ 
his  character  by  Palladius,  iii.  5      . 

He  had  a  human  soul  and  body,  v.  373,  &C3  according 
to  the  ancient  catholic  Christians,  393,  394  3  was  not  an 
angel,  425,  426  3.  is  the  Messiah,  iii.  503  3  why  caJiedL 
Christ,  ii.  6(23  his  great  dignity  as  the  Messiah,  v.  38^, 
387  ;  Dot  reputed  to  be  God  while  on  earth,  eifher  by  the 
Jews  or  by  his  disciples,  iii.  13  3  why  called  the  Son  of 
God,  6y  5  v.  197  to  200,  381  to  384 

Apocryphal  books  concerning  his  nativity,  and  that  be 
left  no  written  volume,  ii.  563  3  his  nativity  according  to 
Talmudical  writers,  iii.  532,  5333  his  journey  inta£gjpt 
according  to  the  same  writers,  C33,  5343  his  disciples  ac- 
cording to  them,  355  3  and  his  fast  sufierings,  356 

Jesus,  or  Joshua,  the  son  of  Ananus,  his  remarkable  story, 

iii;  S^9>  S201  523.53^ 

Jewish  believers,,  their  opinion  concerning  the  person  of 
Christ,  ii.  235,  note  "^3  see  Bbtofdies  and  Naxarencs,  The. 
faith  of  early  Jewish  believers  a  valuable  testimony  to  the 
truth  of  the  Christian  religion^  iii.  477  to  485  3  their  fsitb 
a  great  virtue,  482 

Jevjish  canon,  by  whom  received.     See  Canon. 

Jewish  unbelievers,  how  they  treated  the  primitive  Christians, 
iii.  486  to  488 

Jnvs  had  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion  in  Judea,  i.  ao ; 
their  civil  state  in  Judea,  according  to  the  evangelises,  ii 
to  41  3  according  to  other  ancient  writers,  41  to  57  5  could 
imprison  men,  32  s  could  infiict  lesser  penalties  24,  32,  33, 
443  had  a  council,  25,  32,  443  could  not  JegalVy  inSict 
capital  punishments,  26  to  28,  37  to  41,  47  3  objectioos 
against  that  supposition  considered,  28  to  31  ;  bad  a  coun- 
cil at  Alexandna,  46, 47  3  decided  little  differences  among 
themselves  at  Sardis,  47  3  privileges  bestowed  upori  them 
by  the  Romans  and  others,  96,  &c.;  excused  by  thcRoBians 
irum  militiiry  service,  125,  1453  and  from  appearance  in 
the  courts  of  judicature  on  the  Sabbath  and  the  prq[>aratioD, 
98;  were  riotous,  50,  51,  109,  2103  prastifed  polygamy, 
22,  233  and  divorces,  22,  23,  2143  were  very  corrupt 
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mid  wicked,  77,  7^ ;  mimcroas  out  of  Judea^  60,  61 5 
their  twelve  tribes  hn  being  at  the  time  of  our  Saviour  and 
his  apostles,  61 ;  the  registers  of  their  families  also  then  in 
being,  147  j  expected  the  Messiah,  72  to  74,  75  ;  re- 
quire B  sign,  74  5  why  they  rejected  Jesus,  76,  77  j  their 
tin  in  rejecting  him  very  great,  iii.  505,  588  to  591  j  their 
enaiity'  to  the  first  Christians,  i.  50,  5i>  90,  91,  94,*  108, 
i^.  ill.  481  to  488 ;  were  numerous  at  Home,  i.  63,  98 ; 
banished  from  Rome  by  Tiberius,  98;  by  Claudius,  135; 
uneasy  under  the  Roman  governnienii  118;  their  request 
to  be  under  a  Roman  governor  after  the  death  of  Herod, 
44,  158  ;  crucified  by  the  Roman  soldiers  before  the  walls 

.  of  Jerusalem,  iii.  515,  516,  525,  568  ;  ript  up  for  the  sake 
of  treasure,  516,  567  ;  tlie  numbers  that  perished  at  the 
siege  of  Jerusalem,  and  elsewhere,  525,  528,  570 ;  many 
compelled  to  fight  in  amphitheatres,  526,  571 }  required 
to  pay  tribute  to  the  capitol  at  Rome,  528,  620 ;  the  ad- 
vantages which  Christians  hare  from  the  dispersion  and 
subsistence  of  the  Jews,  ii.  598,  618  y  their  circumstances 
a  cogent  argument  for  the  truth  of  the  Christian  religion, 
iii*  591  >  59^*  Three  Discourses  on  this  subject  from  Rom. 
xi.  II.  V.  34  to  50 

Tgnaiius,  Bp  of  Antioch,  his  time,  i.  31-3;  the  smaller 
epistles  ascribed'  to  hinr  genuine,  315 ;  according  to  Dr. 
Jortin/ who  rejects  the  Apostolical  Constitutions,  iii.  97  ; . 
his  testimony  to  the  books  of  the  New  Testament,  316  to 
323  i  how  quoted  by  Ocigen,  551,552;  the  time  of  his- 
martyrdom,  315.  IV.  34 

Imftrial  laws  concerning  Gentile  people  and  their  worship/ 
iv-  435  to  445 

Impru9nment,  the  Roman  method,  1.  127 

Improvement  of  time,  a  sermon,  v.  253, 

Jndia,  Christians  there,  iii.  55 

Infants  at  Bethlehem,  their  slaughpter  mentioned  by  Christian 
writers  and  by  Macrobius  a  heathen  author,  i.  183,  184; 
why  not  related  by  Josepbus,  180  to  183 

hmoeentl.  Bp  of  Rome^  persecutes  the  Novatians,  ii.  57; 
his  Catalogue  of  the  books  of  the-  Old  and-New  Tesia-* 
nent,  628 

In^uisiihfeneu  in  things  of  religion  reeommended,  i.  612;- 
IV*  42 

Imaripthn^  in  honour  oft  Titus  after  the  conquest  of  Jodea, 
iii*  533;  concerning  the  Christians  in  the  time  of 
Nero,  608 

JnsirumenU  that  word  sometkies  used  by  Latin  writers  instead* 
of  Testanoent,  iii.  140 

Job,  his  book  said  to  b©  written  by  Moses,  H.-  103;  his. 
dunghill  visited  by  superstitious,  people  ia  Clirysostom*s  - 
time,  ii.  619 

John  the  Baptist^  the  Manicheean  opinion  of  him,  ii.  112 ;  . 
the  boundary  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  iii.  185  . 
said  to  have  been  baptised  by  Christ,  673  how  he  was  . 
revered  for  his  austere  charaoter  by  Josephus  and  many 
other  Jews,  iii.  536,  5375  the  ^enuiaeoess  ■  of  the  para- 
graph concerning  him  in  the  works  of  Josephus  asserted, . 
534  to  537 

John,  (St.)  apostls  aud  btakoblisti  his  history  from' 
the  New  Testament,  iii.  212,  2135  called  the  Divine, 
ii.  627.  iii.  9,  52  J  by  Eusebius,  ii.  380 ;  Athanasins  401 ; 
and  Cyril  410 ;  be  wb&  younger  than  Peter,  and  survived 
all  the  apostles,  629}  was  related  to  the  Lord,  and  why 
beloved  above  the  other  disciples,  iii.  87;  had  three, 
motliers,  ibi<L ;  when  he  left  Jude»  to  go  to.  reside  at 
Ephesus,  2195  was  banished,  i.  426,  by  Domitian  into 
Fatmos,  where  he  wrote  the  Revelation, ii.  622.  iii.  76;  the 

^  time  of  his  banishment,  220  to  225 ;  bow  long  he  was  there, 
and  when  he  returned  to  Ephesus,  225,  326;  hit  age 
when  he  was  called  to  be  an  apostle,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  218,  219  $  he  Hved  to  tiic  time  of  Trajan,  ii.  533 ; . 
and  his  age,  533,  534  3  what  Suidas  says  of  his  groat  age, . 
608 ;  several  things  said  of  him  by  ancient  ecclesiaatioal 
-  writeis,  iii«  21^,  220 }  sevecal  stories  cooceraiog  him  re- 


hearsed  and  examined,  ii.  554,  5555  whether  he  met 
Ebion,  or  Ceriothus,  at  a  public  bath  in  Ephesus,  i,  325  $ 
whether  he  was  cast  into  a  cauldron  of  boiling  oil,  426  ; 
he  raised  a  dead  man  to  life  at  Ephesus,  480;  said  to  have 
delivered  a  creed  to  Gregory  Thaumaturgns,  593  5  his 
superior  knowledge  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  604; 
why  he  and  his  brother  James  were  surnamed  by  our  Lord 
Boanerges,  iii.  213,  214  ^  whether  he  followed  our  Lord 
to  the  higb-pnest*s  and  let  in  Peter,  215,  2165  why  our 
Lord  committed  the  care  of  his  mother  to  him,  216 

His  great  excellence,  and  the  superiority  of  his  gospel 
above  those  of  the  other  evangelists,  and.  above  Peter; 
ii.  552,583,602.  iii.  9;  his  gospel  was  not  written  by 
way  of  opposition  to  any  heretics,  iii.  239  to  241 ;  therein 
the  errors  of  Cerinthus  and  others  confuted,  239  ;  written 
the  last  of  the  four  gospels,  and  the  occasion-  of  writing 
iti  and  its  superior  excellence,  i.  365,  395.  ii.  629. 
iii.  86;  the  time  and  occasion  of  writing  it  according 
to  Victorinus,  ii.  95;  Theodore  of  Mopsuestia,  ii.  529; 
the  occasion  of  writing  it,  368,  369,  529,  552,  553, 
602,  629,  630.  iii.  52,  86  i  the  use  and  importance  of 
it,  ii.  603 ;  the  opinion  o£  divers  learned  moderns  con* 
oemiog  the  time  when  it  was  written,  tii.  229 ;  that  it  was 
written  at  Ephesus  5  2 ;  before  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem 
about  the  year  68,  229  to  237  j  objections  to  this  con- 
sidered, 237  to  242  J  his  gospel  not  written  till  after  the  - 
destruction  of  Jerusalem,  ii.  603  -,  before  the  destruction 
of  Jerusalem,  iii.  86;  about  the  time  of  it,  91 ;  many 
years  after  it,  90 ;  after  his  being  in  Patmos,  793  written^ 
the  last  in  the  New  Testament,  41 )  before^tbe  Revelatton,. 
4^;  his  gospel  and  epistles  written  after  his  return  from 
Patmos,  and  after  the  death  of  Domitian,  79;  his  gospel 
aaidr  to.  be.  written.  in^iAsia^^  74;  -  in  Patmos,  87  ;  at* 
Ephesusv  according  to  Irenseus,  i.  365  ;  Ebedjesu,  ii.  489'< 

Testimonies  of  ancient  writers  to  iiis  gospel,  iii.  226  to  < 
228 ;  referred  to  by  Ignatius,  i.  31 7 ;  received  by  Justin  M. 
344;  Athenagoras,  379$    Theophilus  of  Antioch,  384^: 
call^  a  spiritual  gospel,  395  ;  his  gospel  and  first  epiitle* 
universally  received ;.  his  second  and  third  epistles  not  so^ 
received  in  Ofigen*s  tinK,. 53 2^  5-33,540^  his  gospel  the 
fisst  fruit  of  the  gospebi  543  -,  quoted  by  Novatus,  ii.  60, . 
6i ;  by  Dionysius  of  Rome^  7 1  ;  by  Victorinus,  95  j  by. 
Aoatolius,  78;    Theognostus,  82;  Archelaus,   139^   his* 
gospel  and   second  epistJe  quoted   by.  Alexander  of  A. 
ii.-302  5  his  gospel  and  first  epistle  universally  received  ia  . 
the  time  of  Eusebius.  and  before,  368,  369 ;  his  gospel  - 
mentioned  with  marks  of  great  respect,  475,  494,  495  ; 
his  gospel  and  epistles  ^nd  Revelation  received  by  Jerom, 
548,  553,  554 }  ot>servations  ^opon  his  gospel,  iii.  242  to 
344  ',  a  commentary  upon  it  by-Cyril  of  A.  iii.  8;  respect- 
fully quoted  by'Amelius,iv.  200  ;  he  computes  the  hours 
of   the   day  as  the  otl^  evangelists,  atter  the  Jewish 
manner,  iii.  298,  v.-  482  to  484, 

His  tAree  epistles ;  their  genuineness^  iiL  425,  426 ;  the 
time  of  writing  the  first  of  them,  426  to  428-9  to  whom  . 
it  was  sent,  '428,  429  ^  observations  upon  the  second 
ep'tstle,  429  to  131 }  upon  the  third,  431  to  436;  tvben 
they  were  written,  437  5  his  first  epistle  referred  to  by 
Polycarp,  i.  332  j  and  the  martyrs  at  Lyons,  362  ;  quoted 
by  Papias,  338, 340^  341 5  by  Clement  of  Alexandria,  403  j 
by  Tertullian,  429,  430;  his  tirs»  and  second  epistles 
quoted  by  Irenaeus,  370,  371 5  b**  first  epistle  often  quoted 
by  Dionysius  of  Alexandria,  and  his  second  and  third 
spoken  of  as  asoribcd  to  him,  635 ;  whether  hfs  second 
and  third  epistles  ^^re  received  by  Cyprian,  26  ;  his  fiist 
epistle  quoted  ^y  Novatus,  64,  by  Commodian,  73,  Metho- 
dius, loff  Phileasy  127,  and  by  the  Novatians,  64,  by 
ArcMaus,  .I39,.and  by^the  Manichees,  216;  his  three 
epistles  received  by  the  Paulicians,  239 ;  the  second  and 
third  not  received  by  all,  369,  384 ;  bis  second  epistle 
quoted  by  Alexander,  302  ;  by  Lucifer  of  Cagliari,  450^ 
Optfltui,  491 J  his  third  epistle^  and  the  Revelation^  quoted 
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in  the  Commentary  upon  thirteen  of  St.  Pau]*s  epUtles, 
52:  ;  his  first  epistle  received  by  all,  the  other  two 
^  -K  (t  of,  ;53  5  his  first  epistle  said  to  be  written  to  the 
J  iiln.ins,  ;;87.  iii.6i,  795  his  three  epistles  received  by 
innocent,  ii.  628,  Axethas,  iii.  57,  and  all  who  had  the 
same  canon  with  that  now  generally  received;  his  second 
and  third  epistles  doubted  of  by  some,  74 

The  Revelation  published  in  the  time^  and  after  the 
time  of  Domitian,  ii.  97;  but  see  iii.  450  to  452;  see 
Canon  of  the  New  Testament,  and  Catholic  epistles,  and  ihe 
Eevelation 

John  the  elder,  i.  337,  339 

John  the  publican  at  Cmsarea,  bi9  good  character,  i.  1 20 

John  of  Gischala,  how  he  escaped  from  that  place,  and  got 
to  Jerusalem,  iii.  510;  taken  prisoner,  570  j  and  con- 
demned to  perpetual  imprisonment,  according  to  Josephua^ 
525  ;  the  account  of  his  death  in  Josippon,  570 ;  see  like- 
wise p.  582 

JToAir,  a  martyr  in  £>ioclenaa*s  persecution,  remarkaUe  |br 
bis  memory,  ii.  119 

.Jones,  (J)  quoted,  i.   295.  ii    I9,   113.  iii.  598,  617  ;  kis 

'  opinion  of  the  epistle  ascribed  to  Barnaba«,  i.  2S4.;  a  re- 

.  mark  of  his  upon  a  passage  in  Justin  M.  348 ;  opoa 
^t.  Mark's  gospel,  398 ;  quoted  and  commended,  iu.  183, 
and  elsewhere;  thinks  that  Seleucus,  in  Augustine's  book 
of  Heresies,  is  (he  same  as  Leucius,  but  is  mistaken,  iv.. 
^25 ;  is  mistaken  also  in  making  Leucius  a  Mani- 
•chee,  630 

Jartin,  (Dr.)  quoted,  i.  253.  iv.  30,  note  *.  52,«0te  \  181^ 
509.  V.  384,  notes ;  his  observations  upon  M.  Antoninus 

.  the  philosopher,  iv.  74,  78 ;  receives  the  PhtUsofhy  of 
Oracles  as  a  work  of  Porphyry,  238 

Joseph,  Husband  of  Mary,  on  what  account  he  was  obliged 
by  the  decree  of  Augustus  to  enrol  himself,  i.  147  ;  why 
he  went  to  Bethlehem  to  be  enrolled,  ibid, ;  a  carreut  tra- 
dition that  he  was  a  widower,  and  had  cbildvan  by  a 
former  M^fc,  iv.  633 

Joseph,  a  JeWy  beaten  for  reading  (he  gospds,!.  14 

Josephus,  {F/avius)  the  Jewish  historian,  his  time,  woilct* 
and  character,  iii.  488  to  491 ;  made  governor  of  Galilee, 
i.  465  pretended  to  prophecy,  154;  was  a  firm  Jew,  354, 
183  ;  his  passages  concerning  a  terrible  execution  at  Jero- 
aalem,  in  Herod*s  time,  152,  153,  190,  1911  renoarka 
upon  them,  152  to  156.  181 ;  calls  Livia,  Auguttui's  wife, 
Julia,  216;   calls  Caiaphas  Joseph,  ai6;    his  siieooe  no 

'  objection  against  St.  Matihew*s  history  of  the  slaughter  cf 
the  infants,  180 ;  shy  of  mentioning  Christiaa  afifairs,  135 ; 
some  remarkable  omissions  in  his  history,  176  to  178; 
his  speech  to  the  Jews  to  induce  them  to  suriender  t« 
Titus,  148;  how  he  flattered  Vespasian  iind  Titus,  154, 
iii.  490,  501,  547 ;  endeavoured  to  save  the  honour  of  the 
Ronaan  government,  and  the  Jewish  nation,  i.  118,  1191 
his  works  not  much  respected  by  the  Jews,  iii.  491,  561 1 
his  History  of  the  Jewish  war,  and  the  siege  of  Jerusalem, 
and  the  conquest  of  Judea,  505  to  528^  the  ^alue  of  his 
testimony,  529  to  531.  iv.  10;  observations  upon  his 
wrUings  and  testimony,  iii.  544  to  546.  Two  passages 
concermng  daemoniacs,  with  remarks,  i.  266  to  268  i  his 
catalogue  of  the  books  of  the  Old  Testament,  ii.  545. 
Three  paragraphs  in  his  works,  the  genuineness  of  whidi 
are  considered:  huk^  concerning  John  the  Baptist,  iii. 
534  to  53^ ;  second,  cimcernlng  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
537  *o  540-  »▼•  »  to  9;  corrt*pondencc  with  Dr.  Chandler 
on  this  snhject,  i.  p.  xlv,  xlvi ;  soioe  fiirtber  observations, 
p.  xlvi 5  third, concerning  James>  the Lbcd's brother, iii.  542 
to  544;  what  may  liave  been  the  reason  of  Josephus  not 
having  mentioned  any  thing  concerning  our  Saviour,  544 
to  547.  Josephus  mentioned  by  Anatolkis,  il  785  by  the 
author  of  the  Imperfect  Work,  iii.  67 

Joseph  Ben  Gorioti,  or  Josippon,  bis  age,  work,  and  character^ 
lit.  s6o,  561,  573,  574;  his  testimony  to  the  Jewish  vntr^ 
the  siege  of  JenisaLBm,  and  the  destnictioo  of  the  city  aad 


temple  by  Titus,  563  to  571 ;  obsenratioiis  upon  his  work, 

573*  574 

Jotopaia,  the  siege  of  that  place,  and  the  event  of  it,  iii. 
489,  562 

Jo^inian;  against  whom  Jerom  wrote,  ii.  534 

Irenaus,  bishop  of  Lyons,  his  character  of  Polycarp,  i.  335^ 
32% ;  his  history,  time,  works,  and  testimony  to  rive  scrip. 
tures,  363  to  377 ;  wrote  no  commentary  upon  the  Reve- 
lation, 348,  371;  fragnaents  ascribed  to  him,  3751  the 
time  and  character  of  his  Latin  interpreter,  ii.  13, 14;  he 
was  not  a  martyr,  i.  365.  iv.  163 ;  his  account  df  the 
Heretics,  Basilidians,  535,  554;  Cainites,  652;  Carpo- 
cratians,  558  to  560;  Ccrdon,  5865  Cerinthus,  564; 
Marcosisns,  578  to  582;  Marckuiites,  588,  &c.;  Opbiios, 
655;  Saturnmus,  5325  Sethians,  647,649;  he  observes 
4hat  the  heretics  b^r  testimony  to  the  scriptures,  520;  in 
his  long  and  particular  arguments  with  Vaientinns  and 
other  heretics,  he  does  not  charge  them  with  polytheism, 
519;  quoted,  V.  391 

Isaiah,  sawn  asunder,  ii.  92  ;  his  book  rather  a  gospel  than  a 
prophecy,  568;  his  Ascendtm  ix  Jmahaiicmi,  !§$,  aneo- 
tioned  again  by  Jerom,  562 

bidore^  son  of  Basilides,  i.  438 

Isidore  of  Pelutfum,  quoted,  ii.  536;  his  tune,  works,  and  tes- 
timony to  die  scriptures,  iii.  6  to  8;  his  obs«rvat4ons  upon 
the  testimony  of  Josephus,  531 

LidoM  fip  of  Seville,  his  time,  workSj  and  testimooj  to  the 
scriptures,  iii.  73—76 

liaHc  version,  whether  mentioned  by  Augostiae,  ii.  595* 
See  Abp  of  Canterbury's  conjecture,  123 

Ithacius,  Bp  of  Sossuba,  prosecutor  of  PHadUiao,  iL  499  to 
501  j  his  character,  505 ;  deposed,  508 

itttgita,  (Tho.)  his  remark  upon  a  passage  of  Justin  M. 
s.  348;  i:q>on  Tatian's  Harmeoy,  354;  quoted  and  com- 
mended, iii.  539 

Judai%e,  the  meaning  of  that  word,  iii.  403 

Judas  the  traitar,  proseat  at  the  inathotion  of  the  Lorvfa 
aupper,  iL  611 1  obaervatioM  concerning  him^  618, 
iii.  6 

fudas  of  OmUUe,  his  principles,  i.  1 19^  158 ;  bis  Cune,  158 

Judas,  a  Christian  writer,  his  history,  i.  syS ;  author  of  a 
Commentary  upon  Daniei*s  mecvttf  weeks ,  how  he  was 
aOected  with  the  criaeU/  of  Severoa*a  persecudon,  iv. 
«66,  167 

Jude  {St.)  his  histoiy,  iii.  437  to  4404  called  also  Thaddeoa 
and  Lebbeus,  437,  439 ;  not  certain  that  be  was  a  martyr, 
438 ;  reasons  for  thinking  that  he  was  an  hosbaodmaa 
before  he  was  called  to  be  an  apostle,  439,  440;  the 
genuineness  of  the  epistle  ascribed  Co  him,  440  to  445  ^  to 
whom  it  was  sent,  440,  445  ;  the  time  oi  writing  it,  445 
Co  447 ;  not  quoted  by  Irenseus,  i.  37 1 ;  quoted  by  ClemeoC 
of  Alexandria,  403 ;  and  Tertullian,  430  j  how  quoted  by 
Origen,  541 ;  why  rtneded  by  some,  599;  not  cited  ^ 
Cyprian,  ii.  26;  cited  by  the  anonymous  author  against 
tlie  Novatian  beietic,  25 ;  received  by  the  Faulktsnii, 
239 ;  not  imiversally  received  in  the  time  of  Eosebins,  or 
before,  369,  374 ;  whether  received  by  him,  384;  quoted 
by  Lucifisr  of  Cagliari,  450 ;  rejected  by  some,  but  gene- 
rally received  in  Jerom's  time,  561 ;  received  by  Innocent, 
628 1  Isidore  of  Pelosium,  iii.  7 ;  Cyril  of  Alexandria,  94 
Cassian,  17,  and  others.    See  CaiMic  epistUs 

Judea,  first  brought  into  subjection  to  the  Romans,  by 
Pom^^,  iii.  492 ;  reduced  to  the  state  of  a  province  after 
the  removal  of  Archelaus,  i.  43 ;  a  branch  of  the  province 
of  Syria,  44,  48,  157 ;  had  in  it  no  Eoman  governor  with 

S>wer  of  life  and  death,  between  Nate's  removal  and 
erod  Agrippa's  accession,  49,  50^  its  state  under  Herod 
the  great,  14710  149 
Judgment,  (Privaie)  its  rigjhts  assorted,  ii.  272,  273 
Jtidtth,  how  quoted  by  Ongeo,  u  557 ;  not  reckoned  a  ca- 
nonical boqtk  by  Jaiom,  it  540,  54?,  nor  Rufmns,  573 
JuUati,  ooyspsr,  his^possafe  ooMaining  our  Sartonr^a  eoiol* 
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iMat  hj  CynxSm,  \,  T4X  >  A)cs  Jbstlce  to  the  NoTatians, 
ii.  54 ;  how  he  treated  Titus  of  Bostra^  146,  his  edict  for- 
bidding Christians  to  teach  gnunroar^  and  other  parts  of 
literature^  453,  455  j  a  letter  of  his  to  Photinus,  444  j  ^was 
a  persecutor,  iii.  93.  iv.  295  j  his  time  and  character,  and 
behaviour  towarda  the  Christians,  3iTto3ai}  whom  he 
forbade  to  teach  rhetoric,  390,  342,  375$  called  the 
Christians  Galileans,  321  $  when  he  renooaoed  Christianity 
and  embraced  Hellenism,  318,  345;  how  be  dissembled 
his  real  sentiments  for  a  good  while,  37^  ;  his  regard  for 
the  Jewish  people,  and  his  design  to  rebmld  the  temple  at 
Jenualem,  ▼.  44.  iv.  322  to  332 ;  extracts  out  of  his  work 
gainst  the  Christians,  which  are  a  testimony  to  the  booka 
al  the  New  Testament,  332  to  341 1  the  sum  of  those 
extracts,  341,  342,  433,  434;  extracts  out  of  his  orations 
and  epistles,  342  to  348;  vindicated  from  some  charges,. 
31^'  3179  his  character  in  £utPopius,  371;  makes  fre- 
quent profession  of  moderation,  and  jet  was  a  persecutor, 
318  to  321,  342,  343,  347, 348  J  hb  character  by  Cave, 
321,  note* 

Juliana^  Jriemd  of  Symmuhu^,  from  whom  Origen  received 
his  version  of  die  scriptures,  i.  447 

Miu$  AJHcanus.    See  Afwanus 

Julius  Cafuolinus.    See  CafitoHnus 

Jui'ms  Cassianms.    See  Cassianus 

JkmUut,  an  African  Bp.  his  work,  time,  and  testinaony  to 
the  scriptures,  iii.  58,  $9 

Justin  Martyr,  his  history,  i.  341 ;  his  works,  34a;  his 
account  of  the  Jews  cursing  Christ  in  their  ^n8gogue8> 
941  hit  passages  concerning  Cyrenius^  140}  concerning, 
the  slaughter  of  the  infants,  183 ;  concerning  the  Jewish 
practice  of  divorces,  22 ;  not  author  of  the  epistle  to  Zena^ 
and  Serenus,  nor  of  that  to  Diognetus,.nor  of  some  other 
works  ascribed  to  him,  342,  349 ;  the  time  of  his  apolo« 
gies,  and  of  hb  dialogue  with  Trypho,  342  ;  the  pathetia 
address  at  the  end  of  his  first  apology,  iv.  42^  43  $  his  tes* 
timony  to  the  scriptures,  i.  343  to  349  j  wrote  no  com- 
mentary upon  the  Revelation,.  348;  did  not  use  apocry- 
phal books,  ibid,  \  imitated  Arbtides  in  his  first  apology, 
437  9  quoted  and  animadverted  upon,  v.  388,  389;  he 
wrote  against  Marcion,  iv.  590.  Of  the  Quastiones  et« 
Responsiones  ascribed  to  him,  i.  343^ 

Justus,  rf  Jtbersast  what  Josephus  says  of  him,  i.  40 ;.  men- 
tioned again,  182  ;  hb^  testiosony  to  the  conquest  of  Judea, 
byTitus,  ill.  531,  532 

Justus,  prafect  of  Aiia^  a  zealous  Gentile  :  hb  history  from 
'  £anapiu8,.iV.  386 

Juvenal,  his  time  and  works,  iii.  616;  his  testinaony  to 
Nero's  persecution  of  the  Christians,  Uid, ; .  and  to  Domi- 
lian*d  per«eoutk>n,  617 

Juvencus,  his  work  and  testimony  to  the  scriptures^  ii.  407 

Ixates,  his  conversion  to  Judaism,  1.  64;  sends  money  to 
Jerusalem  in  a  time  of  fiunine,  134$  his  relations  in  Jeru- 
salem surrender  to  Titus,  and  are  received  by  him^  iii. 
523,  569 


JT^^^  quoted,.!.  165,  207 

Ktuchentus,  {Pet,)  quoted,  L  140,  166;  quoted  and  com- 
mended, V.  525 

King  (P.)  quoted,  v.  425 

King,  (Ri,)  who  he  was,  iv.  106 

Kingdom  of  heaven  taken  by  force,  a  sermon,  v.  236 

Kortiolt,'{C.)  his  judicious  obaervations  upon  Pliny*8  epistle 
to  Trajan,  iv.  ao|  and  npon  Trajan's  rescript,  29, 
note* 

Kuster,  (£.)  quoted  and  oommended,  iii.  32,  33  y  quoted, 
iv.  270 

L 

Laciantius,  his  character  of  TertnUian's  atyle  and  apology. 


i.  417 ;  how  he  used  the  Sibylline  books,  455  3  hb 
character  of  Cyprian's  writings,  ii.  8 ;  his  character  by 
Jerom,  244,  278;  his  history  and  time,  257  to  260  3  his 
works,  260  to  267  ',  whether  the  book  of  the  deaths  of 
persecutors  be  hb,  264  to  266.  iv.  298,  299  5  select  pas- 
sages from  him,  ii.  267  to  275 }  errors  ascribed  to  him,  275  j 
whether  he  held  Manichscan  principles,  275  to  2775  what 
pope  Damasus  said  of  hb  epistles,  260,  261  -,  hi)  character, 
278  to  280 ;  his  testimony  to  the  scriptures,  280  to  292  -, 
what  he  says  of  the  lawjer  Ulpbn,  iv.  1 79 ;  accounts  of 
two  writers  against  the  Cbri8tbn8>  at  the  beginning  of 
Dioclesian's  persecution,  one  anonymous,  the  other  Hiero- 
cles,  252  to  355  $  takes- notice  of  the  cruelties  of  Diocle- 
sian's persecution,  282  ;  mentioned  v*  402 

Laertius,  (Diogenes)  hb  time  and  work,  iv.  17T  -,  the  inscrip- 
tion on  the  altar  to  the  Unknown  God,  in  Acts  xvii.  23, 
illustrated  by  a  paragraph  in  his  work,  171  to  1763 
whether  he  refers  to  the  Christian  eucbarist,  176 

Lampe,  (F.  A.)  quoted,  iii^  216,  219,  220,  226,  229,  237, 
239,  380,  and  elsewhere 

yElius  Lampridius  says- that  Adrian  intended  t^build  temples 
to  Christ,  which  story  b  examined,  iii.  54  to  56  3  sop« 
posed  to  refer  to  M^  Atttoninus's  deliverance  in  Germany, 
102 ;  his  passages  relating  to  Alexander  Severus  as  fiivour- 
able  to  the  Cbristbns,  177  to  1795  what  he  sap  of 
Heliogabalus's  design  to  unite  the  Chrbtian  with  other  re- 
ligions, 251 

Laodicea,  the  church  there  planted  by  St.  Paul,  iii.  362,  kc. 

Laodicea,  {The  comdl  of)  their  catalogue  of  the  books  of 
the  Old  and  New  Testament,  with  remarks,  ii.  414  to  416 

J^odiceans,  an  epistle  to  them,  whether  used  by  the  Mani- 
cbees,  ii«  216  3  rejected  by  al),  according  to  Jerom,  556 ; 
an  epistle  supposed  to  be  sent  to  them,  but  was  rather  from 
them,  iii.  11,  85,  87 

Lardner,  {Mr.  BicA,)  father  to  the  author  of  thb  work,  his 
character,  i.  p.  xliii 

La  Boche,  {^hchaet)  his  Memoirs  of  literature  quoted, 
ii.  94 

Latin  translation  of  tne-  Old  Testemtent,  read  in  Christba 
churches  in  the  first  ages,  made  from  the  Greek  of  the 
Seventy,  ii.  594  3  of  Jerom's  translations,  seoii.  594,  595, 
and  his  works  under  his  name  in  thb  Index,  The  Latin 
translation  of  the  New  Testacnent  said  to  have  been  in 
great  disorder  in  Jerom's  time,  569,  570,  and  see  595 

Latronian,  a  PrisdUJanist,  put  to  death  at  Treves,  with  Pris- 
cillbn,  ii.  497 

Launoy,  (/)  bis  dissertation  conoeming  Victorinus  of  Pettaw^ 
ii.  89 

Lauycrs,  who  they  were,  i.  69,  70 

Learning  not  discouraged  by  the  Christian  religion,  thb 
appears  from  the  catechetical  school  at  Alexandria,  in  the 
early  days  of  Christianity,  i.  3905  in  which  presided  Pan- 
tsenus,  Clement,  Origen,  and  others  of  great  fame  for 
learning :  the  library  at  Jerusalem,  erected  by  Alexander, 
Bp  of  that  city,  493,  494;  and  the  library  of  Canarea, 
erected  and  furnished  by  Pamphilus,  ii.  116,  117,  120; 
from  the  method  of  Origen  in  educating  young  men  under 
hb  care,  i.  591,  592,  and>  from  the  many  learned  Cbris- 
tbns in  every  age. 

Lenfanty  his  argument  concerning,  the  inscription  of  the 
epistle  to  the  fiphesians,  ii.  466,  467  3  quoted  v.  378,  note. 
381,  note 

Leo,  Bp  of  Rome,  how  he  treated  the  Manichees,  ii.  161  ;'• 
his  account  of  the  opinions  of  the  PrisctUianists,  5 1 2  to 
5.14  3  his  charges  against  them  considered,  5163  likewise 
against  the  Manichees,  241,  242  3  his  want  of  candour 
towards  such  as  were  called  heretics,  51a  3  his  time  and 
.testimony  to  the  scriptures,  iii.  34  to  36 

Leonides,  Origen's  father^  dhrers  particulars  concerning  his 
hmily,  and  sti&ring  martyrdom  in  the  persecution  of 
I  Severus,  i.  519,  520,  589.  iv.  166 

Leoutius,  Bp  of  He  Novatians  at  Rome,  ii.  55 
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Leontfus  of  CooUantinople,  his  time,  and  testimonf  to  the 

scriptures,  iii.  76  lo  78 
Leucius,  a  follower  of  MarciOn,    and  one  of   the  chief  of 

the  Doceia,   iv.  627,    636;  had  different  names,  630; 

-  his  time,  ii.  231.  iv.  627$  his  opinions,  ii.  230,  231. 
iv.  627,  628  ',  not  a  Manicbee,  630 ;  an  account  of  his 
writings  in  genrral,  629,  630 ;  author  of  an  apocryphal 

.  book  entitled  Travels  of  the  JpostUs,  i.  411  j  said  to  be 

author  of  the  Gospel  of  Peter,  415.  iv.  636  ;  of  the  History 

of  the  nativity  of  the  virgin,  632  ;  the  Protevangelion,  or 

<>ospel  of  James,  632,  633  ;  the  Gospel  of  Nicoderous,  or 

.  Acts  of  Pilate,  635,636;  said  to  have  interpolated  the  Gos- 

.  pel  of  the   infancy,  634;  writers  who  mention  him,   ii. 

230,  iv,  625,  626,  630  5  remarks  upon  his  books,  ii.  231, 

iv.  633,  634;  these  forgeries  prove  the  truth  of  canonical 

scripture,  639 

Leusden,  (/.)  quoted,  ii,  545,  546 

LibaniuSy  sophist  of  Antiocht  his  time,  works,  and  character, 
.  iv.  355,  356 ;  averse  to  Christianity,  yet  friendly  to  some 
Christians,  ihtd.  -,  flourished  many  years  as  an  aathor,  i. 
444;  his  letter  to  Priscian,  president  of  Palestine,  con* 
ceming  the  Manichees,  ii.  144;  Theedore  of  Mopsuestia 
,  and  Cbrysostom  his  scholars,   5  26 ;  extracts  out  of  his 
epistles,  iv.356,  357  ;  out  of  his  other  works,  357,  358  ; 
recommends  moderation  in  things  of  religion,  ihid.  and 
362  i  his  Oration  for  the  temples  to  Tbeodo&ius,  A.  D.  390, 
with  remarks.  358  to  369 
Tiberius,  Bp  of  Rome,  how  treated  by  Constantius,  iv,373 
Lilertiftts,  who  they  were,  i,  62, 63 
.Library  at  Cesarea,  repaired  by  Euzoias,  ii.  317  j  use  of  by 

-  £utb»lius,  iii.  38.     See  PampAtlus 

Library^  Four  Letters  of  Dr.  l^rdner*8  published  in  that 

periodical  pamphlet  in  1761  and  1762,  v.  465  to  472 
Licinius,   marries  Constantine*8  sister  Constantia,   ii.  326$ 

wars  between   him  and  Constantine,    327 1    his   perse* 

cntion  of  the  Christians^  and  the  time  of  it,  262 1  put  to 
/icaih,  340 
Ughtfoot,  (Dr.)  Lis  account  of  the  power  of  the  Jews,  con- 
^sidered,  i.  56 ;  quoted  and  commended,  iii.  302,  31  !>  3139 

3H»  a>6>  397#  notc%    548,  549   notes,   553,  555   to 

5S7>  57a 
Umborch  quoted,  y.  390,  392,  410,  41 1,  418 
Idnus,  oneof  the^rst  bishops  of  Rome,  i.  291,  368,  374 
Livia,  AugBstiis*s  wife,  called  Julia  by  Josephus,  i.  ai6 
Locke,  (J.)  quoted,  v.  390,  391, 411, 414, 415 
Logos,  a  letter  concerning  the  question  whether  the  Logos 

supplied  tbe.place  of  a  human  soul  in  the  person  of  Jettis 

Christ,  V.  373  to  431 
LoiUa  Paulina,  how  her  head  when  cut  otiT  was  exaoEiined  by 

Ayrippina,  i.  13 
Longinian,  the  corre^ndence  between  him  and  Augustine, 

iv.  491,  492 
Lonsinus,  the  critic,  disciple  of  Ammonius  Saccas,  i.  504  \ 
.his  time  and  character,  iv.  202,  203$  put  to  death  by 

Aurelian,  i.  624 ;  speaks  honoarably  of  the  lawgiver  of  the 

Jews,  if.  203 ;    whether  he  has  mentioned  the  apostle 

'Paul,  204;  a  curious  observation  upon  one  of  his  frag- 

jiMnis,/received  from  Mr.  Merrick,  ibid. 
Lord^s  Day,  mentioned  by  Commodian,  ii.  73  ;  and  by  Gau- 

denticis«  Bp  of  Brescia,  524.^  appointed  to  be  a  day  of 
.  rest  hyConstandne,  339 ;  ^steemeid^  festival  by  the  early 

Christians,  431  to  434 
Lords  Prayer,  delivered  bot  once,  i.  51 2 ;  how  read  bf  . 

Origen,  565,  566 ;  the.dosology  wanting  in  some  copies, 

5i3>  566.    See  Matt.  vi.  13,  in  the  list  of  i;ario»i  teadsngs^ 
Lawman,  (M.)  quoted,  iii.  45J,^.386,*iiole.4i9 
Lowth,  (W.)  corrected,  i.  546 ;  'Quoted,  v. 397,  403 
Luainus,  said  by  Origea  to  have  cenrc^ed  the.  sariptorei, 

»•  563  • 

iMcian,  presbyter  of  Antioch,  bishiflory,   ii.  109  to  iri| 
bit  editions  of  the  Seventy  and  of  the  J^^w  Testament, 


.  109,  III,  IT2,  116;  his  martyrdom,  i.  627,  ii.  1 10^  III; 
his  apology  for  the  Christian  religion,  no,  113,  114;  a 
^  creed  ascribed  to  .him,  114;  his  opinion  upon  the  doc« 
trine  of  the  Trinity,  115;  many  of  his  disciples  Arians, 
1 16  ;  his  character,  ibid,  \  said  to  have  been  a  favourer  of 
Paul  of  Samosata,  or  Sabeliianism,  i.  627 ;  hb  apology 
quoted,  iv.  60 
Lucian  of  Samosata,  his  time  and  works,  iv.  149;  a  passage 
from  him  concerning  Peregrinos,  in  which  is  a  copions 
testimony  to  the  Christians  of  his  time,  150  to  152;  his 
account  of  Alexander,  who  set  up  an  oracle  in  PaphUgo« 
nia,  152  ;  passages  from  his  True  History,  wherein  there 
seem  to  be  allusions  and  re^rencea  to  the  book  of  the 
Revelation,  152,  153 ;  extracts  from  the  Dialogue  Pbik>- 
patris  ascribed  to  him,  where  are  references  to  the  Rere* 
iation  and  other  boc4u  of  the  New  Testament,  153  to  156 
Lucifer,  Bp  of  Cagliari,  his  hisCbr^,  works,  opinions,  cha<* 

racter,  and  testitnony  to  the  acnptores,  ii.  449  to  45 1 
Lucius,  Bp  of  Rome,  his  history,  iL  42,  43 
Lucius,  Arian  Bp  at  Alexandria  after  Athanasius,  ii*  318 
LuKB  (St.)  tub  evangelist,  his  history  from  the  New. 
Testament,  iii.  187;    who  lie   was,   his   profession   and 
country,  ii.  371,  380,  406,  418,  548,  C50,  552,  553, 602,. 
604,  605,  630  5  iii.  39,  86,  87, 96  •,  whetber  the  same  as 
mentioned  Col.  iv.  14.  iv.  521,  605,  630;  and  Rom.  xvi. 
.  21,  iii.  32.   Testimonies  of  ancient  writers  to  his  gospel 
and  the  Acts,  iii.  188  to  191.     Remarks  upon  those  tes- 
timonies, shewing  that  he  was  not  a  painter,  nor  a  slave; 
doubtful  whether  he  was  a  Sjrrian  ;  was  a  physician  and 
a  Jew  by  birth,  and  an  early  believer,  though  not  one  of 
the  seventy ;  may  be  the  same  as  Lucius  of  Cyrene  >  was 
a  writer  of  two  books  divinely  inspired,  a  companion  of 
Paul,  and  acquainted  with  the  other  apostles,  191  to  199 ; 
.  his  character,  202  to  203,  7  note  '  >  not  certain  that  be 
died  by  martyrdom,  199 

The  time  and  place  of  his  writing,  ii,  470,  488,  550, 
iii.  75 >  86,  87,  90,  91  -,  his  gospel  and  the  Acts  written, 
.  A.  D.  63,  or  64,  199,  200 }  he  wrote  his  gospel  in  Greece, 
200  to  202 

He  wrote  a  gospel  and  the  Acts,  according  to  Jrenaeus, 
t.  366,  367  J  and  Clement  of  A.  399^400;  and  Tertul- 
lian,  419  to  422  ;  his  gospel  referred  to  by  Justin  M.  344  $ 
.  by  the  martyrs  at  Lyons,  $61 ;  upon  wliat  grounda  his 
and  St.  Mark's  gospels  were  received  by  Papias  and  Clement 
of  A.  339,  398,  399;  by  IrensBUs,  376,  377  j  Tertullian, 
420, 42 1  }  his  gospel  said  to  be  Paul's,  420 ;  said  by  Orir 
gen  to  have  been  written  for  Gentile  converts,  532;  writi 
.  ten  more  especially  for  Gentiles,  ii.  553  -,  for  all  in  gene* 
ral,  602  }  the  occasion  of  writing  hia  gospel,  ii.  229  -,  the 
third  evangelist  wrote  a  gospel,  and  the  Acts  his  second 
book,  371,  iii.  51,  ja 

Observations  upon  his  gospel,  chiefly  the  Introdnctien, 
Kl.  303  to  206.    See  also  155  to  157.    A  Letter  from  Dr* 
.  Morgan  (writer  of  the  Moral  Philosopher)  and  Dr.  Lard« 
ner's  answer  concerning  the  first  chapter  of  his  gospel,  v. 
Observations  upon  The  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  iii.  206  to 
212 ;  alterations  in  his  gospel  by  Mardon,  iv.  611  to6i6« 
See  Four  gospels. 
Lysanias,  tetrarch  of  Abilene,  i.  13,  14, 18 
Z^Waf,  bis  good  character,  i.  40,  104^  12a;  his  post  and 
power  at  Jerusalem,  58,  104, 1 22 


M 

Maccabees,  those  books  how  quoted  jby.  Cyptian  and  others, 
u*  ^9»  30 ;  not  a  part  of  the  Jewish  canon,  according  to 
Origen,  i.  556  y  not  received  as  canonical  by  Jerom,  ii. , 
S40*  54'  5  ^^  ^7  Rufinus,  573  ;  sec  579 ;  nor  by  Gre- 
gory, Bp  of  Rome,  iii.  69  ;  -see  also  80 ;  the  first  book 
accurate  bistory,  the  lecood  not  so,  v.  467.    Inc^mry  into 
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the  truth  of  the  hi^rjr  of  the  seven  hrothere  m  the  second 
book,  467  to  47  a 

iiachitrusy  John  the  Baptist  said  to  have  been  beheaded  there^ 
Vii.  534, 536 ;  how  taken  by  the  Romans,  528 

Macknigki,  (Dr.)  quoted  and  commended,  iv.  238"  in  the 
notes,  V.  184,  459,  460, 484 

Observations  upon  Dr.  Macknight's  harmony, 
so  far  as  relates  to  the  history  of  our  Saviour's  resurrection, 
V.  522  to  543  i  concerning  the  time  of  the  application  to 
Pilate  for  a  guard  to  the  sepulchre,  522,  523  ;  the  visit  to 
the  sepulchre  attempted  by  some  of  the  women,  524  to 
528;  their  preparation  of  the  spices,  528  10531  ;  their  jour- 
ney to  the  sepulchre,  and  the  appearances  of  our  Lord  on  the 
day  of  his  resurrection,  53  f  to  543 

Macrina,  BasiFs  grandmother,  i.  598,  605 

Macrobius  quoted,  i.  183,  184  ;  was  a  heathen,  ibid,  and  iv. 
392,  393  ;  his  time  and  works,  392  ;  his  testimony  to  the 
slaughter  of  the  infants  at  Bethlehem,  393, 394 ;  what  he 
says  of  Numenius,  205 

Macrobius,  a  Donatist  writer,  ii.  299 

Madaura,  the  correspondence  between  the  people  of  that 
place  and  Augustine,  iv.  489  to  491 

Maffei,  (Scipio)  rejects  the  fragments  ascribed  to  Irenacns, 
i.  376  ;  quoted,  iii.  61,  62 

Magdalen  houses,  a  Letter  to  Jonas  Hanway,  Esq.  on 
this  subject,  v.  459  to  464;  ACary  Magdaltne  not  the 
woman  mentioned,  Luke  vii.  37,  459  to  4615  not  only 
most  protestants  are  of  this  opinion,  but  also  the  learned 
Benedictine  editor  of  Chrysostom's  works  and  Du  Pin,  463. 
It  was  not  Mary  the  sister  of  Lazarus,  462.  A  book  re- 
ferred to,  entitled  Thoughts  on  the  plan  for  a  Magdalen 
house,  464,  note 

Magians,  or  %uise  men  from  the  East,  did  not  find  Jesus  in  a 
stable  but  in  a  house,  iii.  88 

Magic  often  imputed  to  Heretics,  ii.  513,  514,  559  j  what 
makes  a  magician,  514 

Maimotfides  quoted,  v.  395 

Majorinus,  first  Bp  of  the  Donatists  at  Carthage,  ii.  295,  297 

Malala,  an  historian  of  no  great  credit,  iv.  30 

Malchiorif  presbyter  of  Antioch,  his  history,  ii.  74  j  remarks 
upon  it,  75  5  he  directed  in  the  council  of  Antioch,  when 
Paul  of  Samosata  was  deposed,  75,  76;  his  opinion  upon 
the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity  not  certainly  known,  76 ;  his 
testimony  to  the  scriptures,  ibid,  j  he  convicted  Paul  of  Sa- 
mosata, i.  621 ,  623,  624 

Mamertimts,  his  panegyric  upon  Julian,  iv.  315,  316 

Mammaa,  mother  of  the  emperor  Alexander,  sends  for  Ori- 
gen,  i.  523  5  said  to  have  been  a  Christian,  ir.  1 79 

Man,  his  excellence,  according  to  the  Manichees,  ii.  194, 
195  ;  how  made,  ibid, ;  said  by  them  to  have  two  souls,  ih. 

M/^Ni,  his  history  and  doctrine,  from  Socrates,  ii.  140,  141 ; 
was  put  to  death  by  a  king  of  Persia,  142,  144,  166,  168 ; 
the  anniversary  of  his  death  kept  by  his  followers,  142, 

.  ao7  \  his  dress,  143  ;  lived  under  several  kings  of  Persia, 
1423  his  name  and  his  parents,  163  to  165 ;  whether  he 
«verwasa  slave,  165;  his  qualifications,  165,  166;  be- 
Fieved  antipodes,  166;  the  accounts  given  of  him  by 
Eastern  writers,  and  remarks  upon  them,  166,  167 ;  his 
time,  168  to  170  J  his  predecessors,  170,  171  ;  his  works, 
171  tp  175  ;  the  genuineness  of  a  saying  ascribed  to  him 
disputed,  1 75  -,  his  followers  had  many  large  l)ooks,  ibid, ; 
his  opinions,  1 76  [and  see  Manichers]  ;  «his  pretensions, 
and  whether  he  was  an  impostor,  177  to  179;  reasons  for 
thinking  him  an  impostor,  with  remarks,  179  to  182  ;  ad- 
ditional observations,  183  to  186$  called  himself  apostle, 
181 ;  his  three  chief  disciples,  150,  151  $  whether  he  had 
twelve  disciples,  180 

Manichees,^  passages  of  ancient  authors  concerning  them, 

ii.  139  to  144 ',  authors,  who  wrote  against  them,  144  to 

148  s  they  were  in  many  places,  but  not  numerous,  144, 

148;  eminent  men  among  them^  149  to  155;  their  ec- 
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clesiastical  constitution,  with  an  account  of  their  Elec/, 
and  Auditors,  155  to  158  ;  their  manners  vindicated  from 
aspersions,  158  to  160;  how  they  were  persecuted,  161, 
162  ;  their  opinions  in  divers  points  the  same  as  those  of 
other  Christians,  176,  177  j  their  belief  of  the  divine  pcr- 
fiscttons,  186,  187;  they  believed  God  to  be  almighty, 
but  denied  his  immensity,  187  -,  whether  they  believed 
two  gods,  ibid,  5  they  believed  God  creator,  and  a  consub- 
stantial  trinity,  187,  188;  whether  they,  worshipped  the 
sun,  1885  they  believed  two  principles,  188  to  191  ;  sup- 
posed the  creation  of  the  world  to  be  occasional,  igi, 
192  ;  their  account  of  the  creation  of  the  world,  and  the 
formation  of  man,  191  to  1945  they  condemned  mar- 
riage, 1955  whether  they  held  freewill,  196,  1975  be- 
lieved the  transmigration  of  souls,  19S  -,  denied  the  resur. 
rection  of  the  body,  ibid.;  believed  a  future  judgment,  1^9 ; 
whether  they  l>elieved  the  eternity  of  hell  torments,  ibid. ; 
their  true  character,  184,  185,  235  j  vindicated  from 
charges  brought  against  them,  240  to  243  ;  their  notion 
of  Christ,  see  the  word  Christ  5  tl>eir  worship,  see  JFor* 
ship ;  their  doctrine  concerning  the  scriptures,  see  Scrip* 
tures, 

Manichieism,  the  time  of  its  rise,  ii.  140,  168  to  170  j  its 
character,  184,  185,  235  j  form  of  abjuring  it,  153 

Manton,  (Dr.  T.)  quoted,  v.  321 

Marc  3  his  time,  country,' and  sect  (cMtdi  Marcoshns),  iv. 
577  J  accused  of  magical  arts,  578;  observations  on  the 
accusation,  579;  the  Marcosians  unjustly  accused  of  t)eing 
Docetae,  and  heading  two  principles,  ibid. ;  Irenaeuji's  ac- 
count of  their  opinion  of  Chriiit  hardly  intelligible,  5801 
they  received  the  scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testa- 
ment, believed  the  facts  recorded  in  the  gospel,  and  prac- 
tised baptism  and  the  Lord's  supper,  580  to  582 ;  what 
books  of  the  New  Testament  they  acknowledged,  and  their 
apocryphal  books,  582 

Marcella,  wife  of  Porphyry,  her  character,  iv.  210 

MarceUa,  mother  of  Poiamiaena,  and  martyr  at  Alexandria, 
in  the  time  of  Severus,  iv.  166 

Marceltinus,  Ammianus,  his  time,  and  work,  and  character, 
*^*  37  *>  372  ;  extracts  from  his  history,  372  to  374  j  his 
character  of  Constantius,  373  ;  of  Julian,  374,  375,  3785 
of  the  Christian  religion.  373  ;  his  account  of  Julian's  de- 
sign to  build  the  temple  at  Jerusalem,  325,  v.  445  bis 
credulity,  iv.  328,  329 

Afarcellus,  sent  into  Judea  by  VileUius,  i.  49 

Marcellus,  Bp  of  Apamea,  in  Syria,  his  remarkable  zeal  in 
demolishing  heathen  temples,  iv.  473  to  475 

Marcellus,  an  eminent  Christian  in  Mesopotamia,  ii.  143 ; 
whether  the  letter  from  Mani  to  him  be  genuine,  ibid.  1 74 

Marcellus,  Bpof  Ancyra  in  Galatia,  a  Sabellian,  i.  598  j  how 
treated  by  Eusebius,  11,359 ;  his  time,  opinions,  charac- 
ter, and  testimony  to  the  scriptures,  395  to  397 

Marcia,  concubine  of  Commodus,  said  to  have  been  favour* 
able  to  the  Christians,  iv.  186 

Marcian,  Bp  of  Aries,  favoured  the  Novatians,  ii.  53 

Marcian,  a  Novatian  Bp,  and  a  learned  man,  ii.  54,  55 

Marcianus,  to  whom  Irenaeus  inscribed  one  of  his  works,  i.  364 

Marcion,  what  Polycarpsaid  to  him,  i.  325.  See  tlie  con- 
tents of  his  chapter  in  vol.  iv. ;  a  general  account  of  him 
fVom  Irenaeus,  iv.  588,  589 ;  and  Epiphanius,  590, 591;  the 
time  in  which  he  lived,  589,  590  ;  Epiphanius  is  suspected 
of  inventing  the  story  of  his  deceiving  a  young  woman^ 
$91,  592;  his  opinions,  his  notion  of  the  Creator,  and 
distinction  between  good  and  just,  594  to  598 

The  character  of  Marcion,  what  books  of  the  New 
Testament  were  received  by  him,  and  how  he  treated  them^ 
iii.  357  to  361,  462  to  464,  iv.  610  to  624.  Rejected  tb« 
Old  Testament  and  the  God  of  the  Jews,  608  to  610;  tho 
genealogy  and  baptism  of  our  Saviour,  611,  612;  tho 
Acts  of  the  Apostles,  617  ^  the  epistles  to  Timothy,  lltuf, 
*  and  the  Hebrews,  and  the  Catholic  epistles,  i.  424,  iv.  618 ; 


4» 


Digitized  by 


Godgle 


57S 


INDEX    V. 


and  the  Revelation,  i.  420.  He  received  the  epistle  to 
Philemon,  i.  424;  bis  New  TestiuncDt  consisted  of  two 
books,  a  Gospel  (that  of  Luke)  and  an  Apostolicon,  ten 
Epistles  of  Paul,  and  these  altered,  367,420, 17.611,6173 
his  alterations  in  Luke's  gospel,  611  to  616;  in  the  ten 
epistles  he  received,  618  to  623  ;  asserted  that  the  epistle 
inscribed  to  the  Epbesians  was  sent  to  the  Laodiccaos,  i. 
423,  iv.  622 

Authors  who  wrote  against  Marcion  :  Justin  M.  i.  342  } 
Dionysius  of  Corinth,  352  ;  Theophilus  of  Antioch,  383  ; 
Philip,  Bp  of  Gortyna,  in  Crete,  439 ;  Irenaeus  and  Mo- 
destus,  ibid, ;  Bardesanes^  441,  4423  TerluUian,  419;  Hip- 
polylus,  495,  496 

Marcionites  {The)  were  numerous,  iv.  594  5  they  were  Ne- 
cessarians, yet  believed  a  future  judgment,  and  that  the 
souls  of  the  virtuous  would  be  happy,  598,  599  j  they  ad- 
mitted the  miracles  and  principal  facts  recorded  of  our 
Saviour,  and  bis  death  and  resurrection,  603  to  605  ;  they 
believed  that  Christ  was  not  a  real  man,  601,  602 ;  nor 
the  Christ  foretold  by  the  Jewish  prophets,  603;  their 
manners  were  virtuous,  and  they  had  many  martyrs,  606  ; 
they  extolled  virginity,  606,  607 ;  they  bad  public  wor- 
ship and  ordinances,  607,  608 ;  they  were  charged  with 
corrupting  the  scriptures,  i.  352,  420,  430,  4319563  ;  an 
argument  hence  in  favour  of  the  authenticity  of  the  New 
Testament,  iv.  624 

Marcionke  woman,  a  martyr  in  Valerian's  persecution, 
iv.   196 

Mariamne,  the  second  daughter  of  Herod  Agrippa,  i.  16;  di- 
vorced her  first  husband  and  married  the  Alabarch  of  Alex* 
andria,  47,  213  note  ^ 

Marinus,  the  remarkable  bbtory  of  his  martyrdom  In 
Oesarea  m  the  time  of  GaUienus,  iv.  199 

Marinus,  successor  of  Proclus,  in  the  chair  of  philosophy  at 
Athens,  in  485  ;  and  author  of  the  life  of  Proclus ;  extracts 
from  that  life,  iv.  419  to  421 ;  his  native  country,  423 

Mark  (Sr.yTHs  evangelist;  his  history  from  the  New 
Testament,  iii.  175,  176;  from  other  writers,  176,  177? 
whether  he  was  John  Mark,  and  nephew  to  Barnabas>  ii. 
55 1 »  603,  626,  iti.  84,  86,  174,  175,  179  ;  said  to  be  one 
ef  Christ**  seventy  disciples,  iL  406,  418  f  is  said  to  be  a 
companion  and  disciple  of  Peter,  i.  338,  368,  394,  ii.  367, 
418,  ii.  5^1,.  603  ^  a  fellow  lat>ourer  of  f^ul,  according  to 
the  Constitutions  ii.  438 ;  lor  a  while  he  attended  Paul 
and  Barnabas,  iif.  175  y-  was  acquainted  with  Peter  and 
other  apostles,  ibid.  \  was  with  Rid  at  Rome,  1 76  ;  proba^ 
biy  was  with  Peter  afterwards,  ibid, ;  said  to  have  been 
Peter's  interpreter,  or  that  P^ter  dictated  the  gospel  of 
Mark,  i.  330.  420,.  532,  ii.  367,  548,  550,  551,  552,.  560, 
603,  604.  The  occasioi^  time,  and  ^ce  of  writing  it,  i. 
337*338.339*  395  to  399r  if-  3^7*3^8,  470.  488,  ii. 
551,  6o3>  606,  iii.  5t,  74,  75,  86,  91^  \  it  was  written  at 
Rome  atM>ut  the  year  64,  iti.  181,  182  ^  lestinaoniea  to  it 
-with  a  view  of  ascertaining  the  time  of  it,  and  the  evange- 
Kst^^s  station  and  character^  178  to  180^  remarks  on  these 
testimonies,  180,  181  . 

His  gospel  referred  to  by  Justin  M.  i.  344  ^y  received 
by  Archelaus,  ii.  139  v  by  Titus  of  Bostra,  147.  He  iai 
said  by  Augustine  to  have  followed  Matthew  as  an 
abridger,  ii.  ^83,  584  ;  which  sentiment  is  examined,  584; 
he  h8$  things  omitted  by  Matthew  and  Luke,  626,  627. 
Observations  on  his  gospel,  from  which  it  is  evident  that 
he  did  not  epitomize  St.  Matthew,  iii.  184  to  186^  245 
to  249 

He  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  Bp  of  Alexandria  v  by 
Jerom,  ii.  550,  by  John  Cassian,  iii.  18 ;.  buried  at  Alex- 
andria, according  to  Jerom,  ii.  552.  The  first  commentary 
upon  his  gospel,  625,  626     See  Four  gospels 
it/arib,  a  Novatian  Bp  in  Scythia,  ii.  55 
Mark,  a  magician  of  Egypt,  ii .  499 
Marriage,  condemned  by  tiie  Man4cbaes>  ii.  195,  196,  198. 


Marriages,  Second,  condemned  by  the  Novatiant,  49, 50* 
Marshal  (AT.)  quoted,  ii.  8,  21,  22,  30  >  his  edition  of  Qr-^ 

prian*6  works  in  English  commended,  10  ;  corrected,  24. 
Martial,  his  time  and  writings,  and  testimony  to  the  fotti* 

tude  of  Christians,  iii.  615,  616 
Martin,  Bp  of  Tours,  reproves  Ithacios,  and  intercedes  with 
the  emperor  for  the  Priscillianists,  it.  501  ^  his  judgment 
concerning  the  right  manner  of  treating  Heretics,  501, 
506,  511;  he  petitions  that  tribunes  may  not  t>e  sent  into 
Spain  to  try  Heretics,  506  ;  his  opinion  concerning  the  sal* 
vation  of  the  fallen  angels,  538 
Martyrs,  how  respected  by  the  Novatians,  ii.  jo  ^  crod  suf- 
ferings endured  by  them  in  Dioclesiao*s  persecution,  11S 
to  1 20 ;  divers,  who  suffered  with  Pamphilos,  or  near  his 
time,  1 19  ^  spoken  of  as  intercessors,  iii.  4;  exoessive  re- 
spect shewn  them,  1 5 
Marlyr%  at  Lyons,  a  large  account  of  their  sufferings,  iv.  82 
to  91 }  remarks  upon  that  history,  and  the  uses  of  it,  91  to 
95  i  whether  they  had  among  them  gifts  of  tlie  spirit,  94. 
Marullus  sent  into  Judea  by  Caligula,  x.  49 
Mary,  our  Lor^s  mother,  the  same  as  the  mother  ofJamcM 
and  Joses,  iii.  87,  said  to  t>e  of  the  tribe  of  Levi,  ii.  229 ; 
see  i.  460  ',  why  she  went  to  Bethlehem  at  the  time  of  the 
assessment,  147  ;  died  in  Judea,  and  did  not  go  with  John 
to  Ephesus,  iii.  2 19  -,  how  aspersed  by  the  Jews,  488,  553 
Other  Marias,  three  of  that  nanoe  at  the  foot  of  the  cross  of 
Jesus,  ii«  476 ;  Mary  Magdalene,  Mary  sister  of  Martha 
and  Lazarus,  and  the  woman  that  was  a  sinner,  supposed 
to  be  all  one,  iii.  7a  ;  according  to  Theophylact  there  are^ 
four  Maries  in  the  gospels,  87.     See  Magdalen  houses. 
Mary,  a  woman  of  good  condition  in  Jerusalem,  who  killed 

her  child  for  food  in  the  si^e,  iii.  5 18,  568 
Massada,  the  remarkable  siege  and  surrender  of  that  place, 

iii.  528 
Massuet,  the  Benedictine  editor  of  Irenaeus,  quoted,  iii  461,. 

iv.  5 19  ;  and  often  elsewhere 
Maternus,  (Julius  Firmicus)  his  history,  and  testimony  to  th» 

scriptures,  ii.  408 
Matter,  what  powers  the  Ma nichees  ascribed  to  it,,  ii.  190^ 

191 ;  names  by  which  they  called  it,  1S7,  189 
Matthbw  (St.y  Apostle  and  Evangblist,  was  also  called 
Licvi,  ii.  550,551,  626,  Ui.  157  j  said  by  St.  Mark  to  have 
been  the  son  of  Alpheus,  158  note^^  his  history,  157  to 
159 ;.  testimonies  of  ancient  writers  io  bis  gospel,  150  t» 
161 ;  seems  to  be  referred  to  by  Barnabas,  ii.  289;  by 
Clement  of  R.  293  to  294 ;  see  302  v  by  Hermas,  306, 307  > 
referred  to  in  the  second  epistle  ascribed  to  Clement  of 
R«  303  ;  referred  to  by  Ignatius,  3165  by  Polycarp,  328  > 
in  the  epistle  of  the  church  of  Smyrna,  333^  referred  to 
by  Atbenagorasy  378 .;  by  Theophilus  of  Antioch,  384  ] 
received,  and  said  to  have  been  written  in  Hebrew^  by 
Papias,  338  ^  by  Irenaeus,  365 ;  see  also  390 ;  received 
by  Justin  M.  343,  344;  said  by  Origen  to  lie  universally 
received,  the  £rst  written,  and  delivered  to  the  Jewish  bc> 
lievers  in  Hebrew,  532;  received  by  Archelaus,  iL  139; 
what  Faustus  says  of  it,  211,213;  it  was  of  great  autho- 
rity and  universally  received,  213 

Remarks  upon  the  testimonies  for  discovering  tbetme 
Hmeofit,  iii.  161  to  163$  characters  of  time  in  the  gospel 
itself,  1^3,  164 ;  it  was  written  in  Judea,  or  near  it,  in  63, 
64,  or  65,  p.  163  i  see  also  155  ;  when  it  was  written,  ac- 
cording to  Eosebius  and  others,  ii.  388,  389  \  the  time, 
according  to  Irenaeus,  ar>d  said  by  him  to  have  been  written 
for  the  Jews,  i.  365  ;  there  was  a  Hebrew  gospel  in  the 
time  of  Hegesippus,  357  ;  said  by  Cosmas  to  have  vn-ittea 
the  first  soon  after  the  death  of  Stephen,  at  the  request 
of  the  Je>^ish  believers,  before  he  left  Judea  to  go  abroad, 
iii.  51  f  compare  that  with  what  is  said  by  the  author  of 
the  Iwperfeet  IForh,  6$  5  supposed  by  Isidore  of  Seville, 
to  have  been  written  about  eight  years  after  our  Lord*s  as- 
cension, 76 ;  to  the  like  purpose  Theophjlact>  86  5  aod 
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Butbymias,  89 ;  but  Nicepboilis  sd)^  about  fifteen  jears^  91 ; 
said  by  Epipbanius  to  bave  written  firsts  because  be  bad 
been  a  publican,  tbat  sinners  might  bave  encouragement  to 
repent,  it.  417,  418;  to  tbe  like  purpose  anotber  writer, 
iii.  65. 

Tbc  language  in  wbicb  it  was  written,  iii.  165  to  167 ; 
;  tbe  opinion  tbat  it  was  written  in  Hebrew  examined,  i. 
.^38;  wbetbcr  Origen  was  of  tbat  opinion?  573,  574. 
*  Tbis  evangelist,  as  Eusebius  says,  baving  first  preacb^  to 
tbe  Hebrews  wben  be  was  about  to  go  abroad  to  otber 
people,  delivered  bis  gospel  to  tbe  Hebrews  in  tbeir  own 
language,  ii.  368  ;  written  in  Hebrew,  according  to  Cyril, 
of  Jerusalem,  410;  and  Epipbanius,  417;  said,  in  tbe 
Synopsis  ascribed  to  Athanasius,  to  have  been  written  in 
Hebrew,  publisbed  at  Jerusalem,  and  translated  into 
Greek  by  St.  James,  405  ;  by  St.  Jobu,  iii.  87,  see  89  5 
•written  in  Hebrew,  accotdtng  to  Augustine,  ii.  583  ;  and 
Cbrysostom,  603  ;  and  Isidore,  iii.  74  ;  compare  tbat  witb 
wbat  is  said  by  tbe  autbor  of  the  Imperfect  Work,  iii.  65 ; 
whether  written  in  Hebrew,  and  tbe  sentiments  of  divers 
learned  moderns  about  it,  ii.  390,  391  ;  said  by  Jerom 
to  have  written  his  gospel  in  Hebrew,  in  Judea,  for  tbe 
use  and  at  tbe  request  of  tbe  Jewish  believers,  550,  551  ; 
bis  Hebrew  gospel  said  by  Jerpm  to  be  in  the  library  at 
Caesarea  and  at  Beraea,  lao,  551  ;  nevertheless  be  did 
not  consult  it  wben  be  corrected  the  Latin  version  before  in 
use,  569. 

How  Matthew  quotes  texts  of  tbe  Old  Testament,  ii. 

{511568,569;  tbe  beginning  of  bis  gospel  quoted  by 
sidore,  iii.  8 ;  Tbeodoret,  1 2  ;  and  Cosmas,  52.  A  Com- 
mentary upon  tbis  gospel,  called  The  Fmferject  Work,  62  ; 
tbe  occasion,  design,  and  character  of  this  gospel,  according 
to  tbe  same,  65  ;  tbis  go-^pel  was  received  by  tbe  Naza- 
raean  Christians,  485.  It  is  not  certain  whether  tbis  evan- 
gelist died  by  martyrdom^  158  note  ^,  159.  A  Letter  con- 
cerning tbe  omission  of  our  Saviour's  ascension  by  St.Mai- 
tbew  and  St.  John,  i.  p.  xxxviii,  xxxix 

The  first  chapter  of  tbis  gospel  quoted  by  Justin  M.  i. 
344;  Tertullian,  421,  422;  Novatus,  ii.  6o»  61 ;  tbe  se- 
cond chapter  reftrred  to  by  Ignatius,  i.  317 ;  Hegesippus, 
356 ;  in  tbe  Sybilline  verses,  452,  453,  454  j  by  Victorinus, 
ii.  93  ;  tbe  first  and  second  acknowledged  by  Cerintbus^ 
iv.  570 

Mdai/hias,  bis  Traditions,  how  quoted  by  Clement  of  A.  i. 
410 ;  and  see  Gospel. 

Maiurus,  one  of  tbe  martyrs  at  Lyons,  iv.  86,  88 

MavilttSf  a  martyr  in  Afiica,  in  tbe  lime  of  Severus,  iv.  167 

Maxeniius  favours  tbe  Christians,  and  gives  them  liberty  in 
Africa,  iL  297,  333 

Maxipuan  Herculius,  put  to  deatb  by  Constantioe's  order, 
ii.  3*6 

AlaxwnlUf  a  Montanist  prophetess,  tbe  time  of  her  death, 
i.  489 ;  a  report  concerning  tbe  manner  of  it,  491 

Maxiviin,  Bf  ofAntiock,  successor  of  Tbeopbilus,  i.  414 

Maximin  I.  or  the  Thradan,  bis  time  and  persecution,  iv. 
i86>  187$  bis  persecution  said  to  be  local,  and  of  the 
Christian  clergy  only,  ibid.}  nevertheless  it  may  have  been 
^nerai  of  all  clergy  every  where,  300  ;  and  at  tbe  same 
time  there  was  a  persecutioa  of  otber  Christians  in  Pontus 
and  Cappadocia,  187 

Maximn  11.  his  letter  to  Sabinos  in  Avoor  of  the  Christians 
in  3 1  a,  iv.  288,  289;  bis  fuller  edict  in  fiivoor  of  the 
.Christians  in  313,  p.  292 

Maximin,  an  Arian  bishop,  ii.  318 

Maximus,  an  ecclesiastical  writer  of  tbe  second  century,  i.  413 

Maxmus,  Bp  of  A.  after  Dionysius,  i.  613 

Maximus  of  Madaura,  the  correspoodeoce  between  him  and 
Augustine,  witb  remarlcs,  iv.  466 1«  468 

Maximus,  the  fMhsopher,  and  fiivourite  of  Julian,  hishistoiy 
and  character,  iv.  453 

A/fir,  an  eminent  Jewish  rabbi,  iii.  550, 551 

Melancthon  quoted  and  oommendcxl,  ▼•  300 


Melania,  how  commended  by  Palladius,  ii.  535 

Melchisedechians,  supposed  to  be^a  branch  of  tbe  Tbeodo- 
.  tians,  followers  of  Theodotus  tbe  banker,  iv.  662 

Me/etians,  their  time,  i.  129, 130 

Mcletius,  his  character  not  rightly  given  by  Athanasius,  i. 
r29  to  131 

Melito,  Bf  of  Sardis,  bis  history  and  testimony  to  tbe  scrip- 
tures, i.  358  to  360 ;  his  catalogue  of  tbe  books  of  tb« 
Old  Testament  recited,  ii.  545 ;  his  apok>gy  quoted,  iv. 

52#53 
Melmoth,  (Mr.)  his  translation  of  PUny*s  Epistles  quoted,  iv. 

13,  23 

Menock,  a  Manicbaean  woman,  i.  174 

Mensurius,  Bp  of  Carthage,  ii.  296,  297 

Merrick,  (J.)  a  curious  observation  upon  a  fragment  of  J^n- 
ginus,  communicated  by  him  to  tbe  autbor,  iv.  204 

Messiah,  or  Christ,  tbe  ground  and  reason  of  tbat  character, 
V.  426  to  429 ;  the  expectation  of  bis  coming  general  la 
the  time  of  our  Saviour,  iii.  504,  505,  589 }  tbat  Jesus  is 
the  Messiah,  593 

Metliodius,  Bp  in  Lycia,  his  history,  ii.  98  to  1 00  5  omitted  by 
Eusebius,  98  ;  and  why?  loi;  testimonies  to  him,  102;  his 
martyrdom,  100;  his  works,  100,  101;  he  wrote  against 
Origen,  98,  99,  101  ;  against  Porphyry,  98,  loo;  select 
passages  from  him,  103  $  charged  with  Arianism,  and 
other  errors,  103  to  105  |  wbrther  he  was  a  Miltenarian  ? 
104$  preferred  to  Origen,  without  reason,  102  -,  bis  testi- 
mony to  the  sciiptures,  105  to  107 

Metros,  a  martyr  at  Alexandria,  before  the  publication  of 
Decius's  edict,  iv.  192 

Michaelis  (J,  D.)  quoted,. v. 4^08  note* 

Middleion  (Dr.)  quoted,  with  disapprobation,  iv.  S5t. 

Mill,  (J.)  what  books  of  tbe  Nrw  Testament  he  supposes 
to  be  owned  by  Clement  of  Rome,  i.303;  bis  opinion 
concerning  a  various  reading  of  Rom.  chap.  i.  in  Clement's 
epistle,  296;  and  his  quotation  of  Matt.  xxv.  41,  p.  2951 
concerning  Tatian's  alrcring  St.  Paul's  expressions,  354 ; 
concerning  a  reference  in  Theophilus,  of  Antioch,  to  Acts 
XV.  20.  p.  385  ',  says  that  Clement  of  A.  distinguishes 
apocryphal  books  from  canonical,  407  3  tbat  Tertullian  did 
not  place  tbe  epistle  of  St.  James  in  the  canon,  429, 
quoted,  499,  500,  501,  507,  565,1.647,  ii.  14,  18,  iii.  100 
note )  quoted  and  commended,  ii.  2 18,  23 1 

Millenarians,  their  opinions,  i.  614,  639,  640,  iii.  44 

JliiZ/^mntim,  expected  by  Commodian  and  many  orthodox 
Christians,  i.  641,  ii.  73;  by  Lactantius,  ii.  277;  crude 
notions  of  it  embraced  by  some,  459,  rejected  by  others, 
477.479    See  iii.  44 

Miliiadts,  author  of  an  apology  for  the  Christian  religion,  and 
other  works,  i.  383 

Ministerial  qffice,  (Th^)  its  value,  according  as  it  is  performed, 
iii.  599 

Mitmcius  Felix,  his  history  and  character,  i.  477,  478  $  his 
testimony  to  the  New  Testament,  479 

CuRfST*s  MiAACLBs,  the  design  of  them,  v.  339$  the  evan- 
gelists did  not  record  them  all,  33 7 «  338  ;  they  aimed  at 
brevity  in  relating  them,  341 ;  a  summary  accoimt  of  tb^n 
in  Amobitis,  iv.  249,  254  \  in  Lactantius,  283,  284  $  in 
Eusebius,  365  ;  were  healing  and  beneficial,  iii.  55.  See 
tbe  word  WooLton 

Miraculous  gifts  and  powers  said  to  he  in  the  church,  after  the 
times  oftM apostles,  i.336, 436,  468.  ii.  253, 268, 366, 408, 
472,  487,  017,  iii.  13,  59.  See  likewise  the  chapter  of 
Gregory,  Bp  of  Neocsesarea,  i.  592,  594,  606  j  and  Dio- 
nysius  of  A.  610,  611  ;  Cyprian,  iii.  9;  and  large  extracts 
relating  to  this  from  Cbrysostom,  617.  See  also  iii.  13,  67, 
73.  Acconnts  of  miracles  in  church  history  not  always  to 
be  relied  upon,  iv.  331^  331 ;  miracles  bad  ceased.  Hi,  66, 
67.73*81 

MisHMA,  the  time  and  autbor  of  that  work,  iii.  547,  548 1 
extracts  out  of  it,  550  to  552 

Moderation  commended,  especially  in  great  men,  if.  53 
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Modtralion,  (Christian)  not  understood  by  Greg.  Naztanzen, 
ii.  471  J  nor  by  Ampliilochiiw,  473,  474 

Moderation  of  Christians  to  be  known  to  all  men  ;  a  sermon^. 
V.  297 

Modestus,  an  ecclesiaslical  writer  of  the  second  century,  i.  439 

M^trtjgenes,  wrote  memoirs  of  Apollonius  Tyanseus,  iv.  256^ 
259*  260 

Moine,  {A,  k)  quoted,  v.  397,  408,  427 

Moles  (T.)  letter  concerning  Dsemoniacs,  v.  475  10477 

Monas/erieSt  approved  by  Basil,  i.  599;  disliked  by  the  Neo- 
caesareans,  606 

Monks  mentioned  with  great  dislike  by  Julian,  iv.  346,  by 
Libanius,  360,  36 1,  365,  by  £unapiua,  382,  583,  and  bf 
Rutilius,  395 

Montanism,  the  time  of  its  rise,  i.  360,  tv.  66^,  Several  ^vTu^ 
wrote  againt  it:  the  churches  of  Vienne  and  Lyons^  i. 
360,  36]  ;  Serapiou,  Bp  of  Antioch,  414;  CI.  Apollina- 
rius,  439, 440  ;  Apollonius,.  479 ;  Caius,  482 ;  Asterius  Ur- 
banus,  489,  499.  How  d^ctibed  by  Firmilian,  577 ;  two 
parties  among  them,  579  ;  they  were  numerotts,  and  sub- 
aisted  a  good  while,  iv.  669  ^  probably  some  were  in  the 
Unitarian  or  Sabellisu)  acbeoBe,  672^  were  very  strict, 
fasted  much,  and  condemned  second  marriages,  673  ; 
would  not  re-admit  those  who  had  been  guilty  of  great 
•ins  after  baptism,  673.,  674;  and  were  Millenarians,  674; 
the  accounts. of  their  mysteries,  a  mere  caliunoy,  674,.  675 ; 
their  trstimoay  to  the  scriptures,  675, 

MoNTANUs,  the  place  of  hit  birth,,  and  the  reproaches  cast 
on  him,  iv.  670;  his  companions  and  their  prophecies, 
670  to  672  ;  a  report  concerning  the  manner  oif  his  death, 
1.491 

Montjaueoff,  (Bernard)  his  opinion  of  the  Synopsis  Scrip- 
tune,  and  the  Clementine  Homilies,  i.  472  |  censured,  i. 
272;  quoted,  336;.  his  opinion  of  £usebius*8  Arianism, 
362 }  h»  opinion  concerning  Marcellus  considered,  396 ; 
his  Bgures  of  the  gems  called  Abraxei  examined,  tv.  549 
to  551  >  it  is  wonderful  that  he  did  not  perceive  (hey  were 
of  Pagan  origin,  5;i 

Moon,  see  Sun  and  Moon 

Moore,  (T.)  quoted,  v.  417 

Morrisy  (J.)  his  sermons  referred  to,  v^4i  i  note 

Mosaic  account  of  the  creation^  and  of  the  faU  of  raao,  v.^ 
446  to  458 

Moses f  a  martyr  at  Ronoe^  ».  44 ;,  the  time  of  his  martyr- 
dom, $1 

MosAeim  (J,  L.)  qiK>ted  and  commended,  iL  272,^  iii.  25  r, 
374,  433,  434,  6o6>  609  notes ;  his  account  of  the  Chria- 
tian  Agapse,  or  love  feasts,  iv.  24. ;  some  of  his  obseiva« 
lions  upon  Pliny*s  epistle  concerning  the  Christians,  criti- 

•  cised,  27.  28,  31  to  33.  40  note*.  His  obsen^ations  upon 
14.  Antoninus  commended,  76  -,  and  upon  his  deliverance* 
in  Germany,  and  the  Thundering  Legion,  104  to  1065 
his  account  of  the  persecution  of  Severn';  examined,  iv. 
168  to  170 }  his  observation*  upon  the  martyrdom  of  Ma- 
ffinus,  199 ;  upon  the  edict  of  Valeriua  Maximian  ia 
favour  of  the  Christians,  283,  284;  upon  Dioclesian's 
persecution,  293  to  294  f  and  upon  the  Christianity  as- 
cribed to  Philip,  188  y  receives  the  Philosophy  of  Oracles, 
as  written  by  Porphyry,  238  >  allows  that  in  the  lives  of 
Pythagorafr,  written  by  Porphyry  and  Jamblichus,.  he  is  set 
up  as  a  rival  with  our  Saviour,  269  note  '* }  his  opinion 
concerning  a  disturbance  caused  in  the  church  by  Ammo- 
nius  and  others,  rejected,  238  3  his  fine  observation,  shew- 
ing the  obscurity  of  Apollonius  Tyansus,  260,  in  the 
notes.  His  observations  upon  the  story  of  the  cross  ap- 
pearing to  Constantine,  329 ;  upon  the  treatment  given  by  ^ 
Constant ine  to  Gentile  people,  438 ;  upon  the  conduct  of 
Christian  Magistrates  afterwards,  496;  and  upon  Dr.  Wai- 
burton's  Julian,  326,  note  * 

Movie,  (WalterJ  commended,  i.  477  ;  his  observations  upon 
the  history  of  the  thundering  Legion  quoted  with  appro- 
bation^ iv.  98,  looy  103^  106;  and  note^j,  bis  opioioa 


eonceming  the  age  of  Lucian  and  liis  station,  nr.  ^49  •  ant 

concerning  the  age  of  the  Dialogue  called  Philopatris,  153 
Municipal  places,  their  privileges,  and  that  they  could  notx 

inflict  capital  punislunents,  i.  43 
Musccus,  a  Jewish  writer  mentioned  by  Anatolius,  iii.  78; 
Musanns,  an  ecclesiastical  writer,  u  439 
Musonius,  Bf  of  Neocassarea,  bis  great  character  from  Easil;, 

i.  600  ;.  another  Musomus  06  ihai  city,  594 

N 

Nkrcusus,  Bf  of  Jerusalem,  hts^  great  age,  andotber  tbin^ 
concerning  him,  i.  445,  446,  492 

Ufatalis,  a  remarkable  history  of  him,  i.  486,  487 

Nathanael,  learned,  as  well  as  sincere,  il.  61  ( 

Nattviiy,  see  Jesus 

Iliaxarctan  Christians,  their  opinioo  concerning  Clirist,  tf. 
235,  note  ^  'y  iii.  483  ;  v.  387,  388,  and  notes ;  and 
the  observance  of  the  rites  of  the  Mosaic  law,  iii.  483 » 
484 ;  received  St.  Paul  and  all  the  apostles  of  Christ,  and 
aU  the  books  of  the  New  Testament,  iii.  483  to  485,  note^; 
they  subsisted  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  centuries^  485;^ 
T.  388 

Naxarite,  his  vow,  i.  xi^,  11*5 

Nebuchndnezxar,  two  computations  of  his  reign,  t.  r94 

Kectarius,  an  honourable  Grentile,  who  interceded  (or  the 
people  of  Calama,  when  they  had  transgressed  the  imperial* 
laws,  iv.  479 

Neocasnreans,  their  character^  K  597^  598,.  606  r  said  to> 
have  been  Sabeliians,  598,  599,  600;  defended  them- 
selves by  the  writings  of  their  first  bishop,  Gregoiy  Thau- 
maturgus,  599 

Nefos,  an  Egyptian  Bp'  and  Mittenarian,  his  writings  and 
character,  i.  614,  615,  633,  634 

Nero  permits  the  waU  raised  by  the  Jews  in  the  court  of  the 
temple  to  remain,  i.  loi ;  the  first  emperor  who  perse- 
cuted the  Christians,  107}  bi&  penecotion,  the  time  of  it, 
iik  283,  284;  testified,  by  Tacitus,  61 1;  Sulpicius  Se* 
verus,  612  f  Martial,  615  ;  Juvenal,  616,.  617  ;  and  Sue- 
tonius, 619;  the  time  of  his  death,  511;  supposed  by 
some  ancient  Christians  to  be  antk:hri8t,  ii,  91,  94,  95  y 
an  inscriptioa  concerning  the  Christians  in  his  time,, 
iii.  608 

Nervay  favourable  to  the  Christians  according,  to  Dion^ 
Cassius  and  Orosius,  iv.  1 85 ;  did  not  resign  the  empire  to< 
Trajan,  i.  ?99. 

Nestoriu9,  his  opinions,  and  how  treated  by  Caasian,  iii.  18 

Nestorsus,  high  priest  of  Greece,  how  he  saved  Athens  by 
worshipping  Achilles  with  Minerva,  iv.  414. 

Nethinims,  who  they  were,  v.  490 

Nevita,    made    consul  by  Julian    in  362,   his  cbaracteo, 

tv.  3^15 

New  Testament,  see  Testament 

Newton,  (Sir  Isojac)  an  examination  of  his  opinion  con-^ 
eerning  the  time  of  the  Revelation,  and  St.  Jofan*s  banish- 
ment into  Patmns,  iii.  1:^2  to  225 

Nice,  (The  council  ofX  ii.  336 ;  the  occasion  of  it,  348  ;. 
convened  by  Constantine,  348  5  the  number  of  bishops 
present,  348,  349  5  were  chiefly  of  the  eastern  part  of  the 
Roman  empire,  349  ;  who  presided  in  it,  ihid.  \  it's  time 
and  duration,  ibkL ;  whether  the  bible  was  placed  before- 
them,  ibid. ;.  the  points  debated  by  them,  with  tbeir  creed,, 
and  epistle  and  canons,  350  ;  did  not  compose  any  cata- 
logue of  the  books  of  scripture,  ihid. ;.  the  creed  signed  by 
almost  all  the  bishops,  ibid^-,  their  sentence  upon  Arius^ 
ibid.i  judgments  of  ancients  and  modernsupon  this  council, 
350,  351;    their  several    decisions,  with  remarks,  351 

to  354 
NicefAorus,  patriarch  of  ConstaniinopU,  his  Sticboaietry> 

iii.  47  to  49  ...  ,         . 

Nicephorus  Callssti,  hiBiune^and  testunony  to  thetcnptoresji 
iii.  90  to  ^z 
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Wtcokutans,  Hippoljtus  wrote  against  them,  i.  496 

JSficolas,  one  of  ihe  seven  deacons^  divers  opinions  concern- 
ing him,  i.  497  ...  J  u.         ..         . 

Ificelas  of  Damascus,  his  character,  and  bis  embassy  to 
Augustus,  i.  152,  156  J  was  intimate  with  Herod^  157, 
162  ;  magnified  the  success  of  his  embassy,  191 

Niiocris,  her  good  character,  iv.  224 

Noah,  (The  j>recepis  of  J  v.  495  ;  observrations  upon  them, 

49S  ^o  49^ 
Noetus,  his  time,  history,  and  opinions,  i.  581  to  $86  ;  many 

of  the  same  sentiment,  58^3  to  585  ;  the  holy  scripture»> 
received  by  them,  585,  586  j  for  his  time  see  olso^Vu  59 
Nonnus,  his  paraphrase  of  St.  John's  gospel,  iii.  5 
Noris,  CCardiftaJ)  quoted  and  commended,  i.  19 
Novatianism,  it's  rise,  and  the  concern  which  Dionysius  of 

Alexandria  had  with  it,  i.  613 
NovATiANS,  condemned  second  marriages,  ii.  49  ;  baptized 
soch  as  canfe  to  them  from  the  Catholics,  50  ;  their 
respect  for  martyrs,  ibid, ;  their  sufferings  from  the  Arians, 
545  numerous  in  several  countries,  55;  favoured  by  Fa- 
bius,  Bp  of  Antioch,  and  Marcion,  Bp  of  Aries,  52  j  how 
treated  by  Constantine,  53 ;  by  Julian,  54 ;  by  Theo- 
dosius,  ibid;  by  Cyril  of  Alexandria,  57;  by  Innocent 
and  Celestinusof  Rome,iii(/.^-  icxts  of  scripture  alleged  by 
them  as  favouring  their  sentiment,,  concerning  the  treat- 
ment  of  great  sinners,  63  5  their  sentiments  concerning 
the  holy  scriptures,  65.  Eminent  men  among  them,  whose 
names  may  be  found  at  the  proper  places  in  this  Index : 
Ablabius,  Aceshis,  Agelius,  Chrysanthus,  Eusebius,  Lcontius, 
Marcion,  Mori,  Paul,  Rusiicola,  Sisvinius,  Sympronian, 
Theopempius,  That  Socrates  and  Sozomcn  were  not 
Novatians,  57 
Novaius,  or  Novaiianus,  presbyter  of  Rome,  ii,  133  5  reck- 
oned among  those  called  Heretics,  i.  527,  6a6;  his- 
episcopal  ordination,  ii.  42  y  Cornelius**  account  of  it, 
43,  44 ',  remarks  upon  that  account,  44  to  47 ;  the  first 
antipope,  41 ;  sends  letters  and  deputies  to  foreign  churches, 
ibid,i  the  time  of  their  arrival  at  Carthage,  52  >  he  is  said 
to  have  suffered  martyfdom>  47  j.  his  peculiar  opinion 
concerning  the  treatment  of  such  as  had  lapsed,  i.  613  ;. 
)i.  48 ;  the  time  of  his  taking  up  that  opinioni  ii.  50  to  52  1 
said  to  be  orthodox  upon  the- Trinity,  49,  54  ;  his  works, 
57 ;  the  time  of  writing  his  treatise  of  the  Trinity,  or  of 
the  rule  of  faith,  58  ^  his  character,  60,  61 ;  his  tes- 
timony to  the  scriptures  of  the  New  Testament,  61  to  65  5 
that  his  name  was  Novatua,  and  not  Novatian,  43,  68,  69, 

132  to  135 
Novatus,  presbyter  at  Carthago,  said  to  be  the  chief  author  of 
the   schism  at  Rome,  but  w^hout  reason,  ii.  51^   52^ 

I34>  J  35 

Numenius,  a  Pythagorean  philosopher,  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  books  of  Moses  and  the  prophets,  and  has  allego- 
rized  some  parts  of  them  5  but  his  time  i*  uncertain,  and 
be  has  not  referred  to  any  books  of  the  New  Testament, 
iv.  205  to  207 

lfy€,  (Stephai)  mistakea  of  hia  concerning  the  Manichees, 
ii.  177,22a 

Oath  taken  by  the  Jfews  to  Ca^r  and  Herod,  i.  153  ;  was  thie 
same  with  St.  Luke's  enrolment,  153  to  156,  158,  159 

OboJas,  king  of  Arabia,  differences  between  him  and  Herodj 
1.151;  succeeded  by  Aretas,  ibid. 

Oecumenius,  his  time  and  works,  and  testimony  to  the  scrip- 
tores,  WL  83  to  85 

Ofympiodorus,  author  of  a  Roman  history,  his  time,  work, 
and  extracts  from  it,  and  its  cliaracter,  iv.  39^,  397 

Otympius,  some  time  prime  minister  to  Honorius^  bis  cha- 
racter from  Ziosimus,  iv.  41 1 

(Hymfius,  a  learned  and  zealous  Gentile  at  Alexandria, 
If  470  to  47  X. 


58  £ 

Onesimus  knew  St.  Paol  before  be  came  to  him  at  Rome^ 

iii.  35  > 
Onesiphorus,  at  what  time  he  came  to  St..  Paul  at  RonM>. 

iii.  305 

Ophians,  or  Ophites,  an  account  of  them  from  Irenaeus^ 
Theodoret,  Epiphanius,  and  otbers>  iv.  655  ;  OrigenVi- 
account  of  them,  with  observations,  656,  657  j  can  scarce- 
be  considered  as  Christian  heretics,  657. 

Optatus,  of  Milevi,  his  time  and  character,  and  testimony  to* 
the  scriptures,  ii.  491*  492$  was  of  opinion,  that  every 
man  is  born  with  an  unclean  spirit,  i.  570,  571. 

Oracle,  a  fictitious  heathen  oracle  in  398,  foretelling  the 
period  of  the  Christian  religion,  iv.  476 

Or<ier  of  Heretics,  iv.  511  ;  in  Ireuaeus,  Epiphanius,  Philas— 
ter,  and  Augustine,  534,  583 

Oribasius,  physician  to  Juiian,  his  history  and  works,. iv.. 
386,387 

Oki GEN,  see  the  contents  of  h'is  chapter^  i.  5i9r;  went  to» 
Rome,  521  ',  allowed  his  homilies  to  be  taken  down  in 
writing,  524  3  his  confessions  and  sufferings,  ibid,  -,  see  also, 
iv.  1025  his.  quotations  of  Phlegon«  59,^60,  61  ;.what 
Porphyry  says  of  him,  213;  the  niunber  of  his  works, 
i.  524,  525;  what  of  them  now  extant,  525,5265  testi* 
monies  to  him,  526;  527  j  his  character,  528;  select 
passages  from  him,  528  to  531 3  his  testimony  to  the  scrip- 
tt»res,  532  to  575,  and  to  our  Saviour*s  unblemished  cha- 
racter, in  his  works  against  Celsus,  iJL  554  3 .  re&rs  to  aw 
passage  in.  losephus  concerning  John  the  Baptist,.  534, 
535  5  how  he  quotes  Jo8ephus,,a6  ascribing  the  destruction 
of  Jerusalem  to  the  sin  of  the  Jews  in  putting  James  to^ 
death,  538 ;  did  not  receive  any  books  as  sacred  acriptures^ 
beside  those  in  the  present  canon,  i.  549  to  562,  and  574 ; 
his  work  against  Celsus  much  esteemed,  iv.  .216,  2553 
quoted,  527,  v.  335,  392,  393  3  his  Greek  text  amended  in 
two  places,  i.  541,  572,  note  ^  3  commended  by  Anatolius, 
iu  78  3  Victorinns  of  Pettaw  made  use  of  his  commentaries! 
upon  the  scriptures,  94  3  an  edition  of  his  Septuagint  by 
Pamphilus  and  Eusebius^  iii,  121  3  his  commentaries 
transcribed  by  Pamphilus,  1173  Methodius  and  others  his' 
adversaries^,  102  3  bis  great  eminence,.  122,  123  >.  how 
commended  by  Jerom,  in  the  early  part  of  his  life,  and 
how  he  spake  of  h'un  afterwards,..  536,  537  3  his  peculiar 
opinions,  537  to  539  3  his  catalogue  of  the  books  of  the  Old 
Testament  recited,  545  3.  his  opinions,  and  his  works  con- 
demned by  a  Synod  at  Alexandria,  623,  624  3  some 
account  of  his  Tetrapla  and  Hexopla,  u  447  3  his  accotint 
of  the  Heretics,  Apelles,  i v.  64^3  the  Basilidians,  554, 
555  ;  Elcesaites,  682  ;  and  Ophians,  656,  657  3  what 
Porphyry  writes  of  his  having  been  educated  iu  the  heathen 
principles  confuted,  i.  519,  520  ^  iv.  213 

Another  Origen,  i.  520 

Origenists,  an  obscure  sect  mentioned  by  Epiphanius,  i.  589 

Original  sin,  Y.  457,  458  3  not  mentioned  by  Titus  of  Boetra, 
in  his  arguments  with  the  Manichees,  ii.  147  3  asserted  by 
Gregpry,  Bp  of  Romo,  iii.  72 

Orosius,  his  memoir' concerning  the  Priscillianistt,  iL  511, 
5123  his  wrong  account  of  the  origin  of:  Trajan*s  perse- 
cution, iv.  31  3  his  account  of  the  treatment  given  to 
Gentile  people  by  Christian  magistrates,  437,  493 

Earl  of  Orrery,  his  Translation  of  Pliny*s  epistles  quoted, 
iv.  26,  28,  29 

Orthodoxy,  Christians  more  orthodox  in  later  ages  than  in  the 
primitive  rimes,  ii.  59,  82,  105,  278 

Ossens,  nearly  the  same  as  the  EJc€saites,  which  see.  Called . 
also  Sampsapans,  iv.  683,  684 

Oweriy  (Dr.  /.)  quoted,  v.  376,  note*  47a       . 


Pacatus,  his  panegyric  quoted,  ii.  503,  507- 
Pacian,  Bp  of  Barcelona,  his  time  and  worka^  and  lettin 
nony  to  the  scriptures,  ii.  490,  491 
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Pagi,  (Ant  J  commended,  i.  94  ;  liit  jndgmetlt,  upon  the 

Constitutions,  ii.  424;  upon   the  Christianity  of  PbUip, 

i.  190 
Palestine,  a  description  of  that  country,  iii.  388,  3S9 
PalladiuB,  author  of  the  Xrausiac  history^  his  character  of 

Jerom,  and  reflections  upon  him,  ii.  534,  535 
Pailadius,  author  of  a  dialogue  of  the  life  of  Chr)'sostom4 

his  time,  and  testimony  to  the  scriptures,  iii.  4,  5 
PaimaSt  JBp  in  Pontus,  and  writer  in  the  second  century^  ' 

Pamfhi  lus,  fteslyler  at  Cceiorea,  his  friendship  with  Eose- 
bius,  ii.  116;  his  life  written  by  Eusebius,  1 18 ;  a  library 
erected  by  him  at  Csesarca,  \\6,  120;  which  was  de- 
stroyed before  the  middle  of  the  seventh  century,  132; 
said  to  have  set  up  a  school  or  academy  at  Caesarea,  ilfid,i 
•his  apology  for  Origen,  117,  122^  his  edition  of  the 
Seventy t  121  ;  aatd  to  -have  composed  nummary  contents 
of  the  book^f  the  Acts,  123  ;  probably  received  the-epistle 
to  the  Hebrews,  121^  Iris  affection  for  the  scriptures, 
vhich  he  encouraged  men  and  women  of  eveiy  condition 
to  read,  149,  123,  124;  bis  martyrdom,  117,  118;  bis 
excellent  ctiaracter,  118,  149,  424}  Bemarks  upon 
spurious  .^r/j  q/*/(i5/a55{(m,  124,  1^5 

Pan,  a  fabulous  story  concerning  his  death,  in  the  time  of 
the  emperor  Tiberius,  iii.  606,  607 

Pandects,  whether  there  are  now  in  them  any  laws  agaiuft 
the  Christians,  iv.  180 

Pantoenus,  master  of  t  he  catedietical  ^hod  at  Alexandria, 
his  history,  and  testimony  to  the  scriptures,  i.  39a,  391^ 
commended  by  Alexander,  Bp  of  Jerusalem,  493 

PaMas  Bf  of  nieropoUs,  his  history,  character,  woi%  aiid 
testimony  to  the  >books  of  the  New  Testaioent,  i.  336 
to  341 

Papvnan,  an  observation  -trpon  liis  conduct,  rv.  170,  171 

Parker,  (5.)  his  Observations  upon  Philostratus'-s   Li(e  -of 
'  ApoUonitis  Tyanaeus,  iv.  269,  27 1  to  tj$ 

Pmrmenian,  Bp  of  the  Donatists  at  Carthage,  antlior  of  a 
writing  against  ^e  Catholics^  imswe^d  hj  Optatus, 
ii.  299 

Passwert,  how  tnany  kxnir  Saviour's  mi nttftry,  iii.  242,  143 

Patriarchs,  (The)  bow  reviled  by  the  Manicheen,  ii.  a  10 

Patrick^  (Bfj  quoted,  v.  386,  398,  424 

Patrifassiani^  the  Sabellians  acui  otiiera  «o  called^,  4.  ^3 
t0  58ij 

Paul  fSr.)  rirB  AyosTLa,  bis  Vistorybefareliis  •conversion, 
and  his  geneial  character,  iii.  251,  252,  480  j  the  place  of 
his  blrtli,  it.  555^  556 1  a  fioroan  cltiseo,  and  bow  he 
came  to  be  so,  1  1 23  to  1 25 

The  time  of  iiis  conversion,  iiL  251  to  3549  Ins  age 
«t  that  time,  258^0  2595  observations  upon  bis  oonver- 
«ion,  and  the  circumstances  cff  things  at  that  time  in  Judea, 
355  to  258 ;  ii.  6i8{  his  conversion  not  the  cause  of  tint 
rest  of  the  chuicbesin  Judea,  i.  55  ;  when  he  was  made 
an  apostle,  iii.  259  to  263  5  received  the  whole  doctrine cf 
the  gwpel  immediately  from  heaven,  iii.  13 

The  HISTORY  of  his  travels  and  preaching,  to  his 
coming  (rom  Damascus  to  Jerusalem  the  ^st  time  after 
bis  conversion,  iii.  362  to  264;  to  his  oeing  brought  to 
Antioch  by  Bamabat,  264  to  266  i  to  his  coming  up  to 
Jerusalem  with  the  cootributions  of  the  Christians  at 
Antioch,  266  to  3684  to  his  coming  to  the  council  at 
Jerusalem  ab«U  the  year  49,  268  to  371 5  to  his  coming 
to  Jerusalem  A.  D.  58,  when  be  was  a^reheoded  and 
imprisoned,  372  to  379)  his  vow,  i.  1141  bis  imfprison« 
rnentand  prosecution  in  Judea,  37  to  395  the  manner  of 
bis  imprisonment,  136  to  128;  sent  to  Borne  «  prisoner 
that  be  might  not  foe  soon  expelled  as  a  Jew,  ii.  61 1 5  his 
HisvoftT,  to  the  end  of  his  imprisonment  at  Rome,  iii. 
379  to  381 5  to  the  time  of  his  death,  38x  to  284  j  the 
time  of  his  imprisonment  at  Rome,  ii.  556 ;  ci  his  mar« 
tyrdom,  ibiJ. ;  was  beheaded  at  Rome,  A.  D.  64  or  65* 
L  426, 482  i  ill  383^  384  i  came  with  Peter  from  Corinth^ 


from  whence  they  went  to  Rome,  and  suffered  msLrlytiom 
about  the  same  time,  i.  352,  353  -,  in  Nero*s  general  per- 
secution, ii.  622  ;  iii.  15,  35,  40,  76 

Whether  he  really  blamed  Peter  for  his  conduct,  coen- 
tioued  GjI.  2,  i v.  232  j  v.  519  to   521  j  wrought  miracles 
at  Athens  and  at  Rome,  though  not  related  by  St.  Luke, 
iii.  211;    uncertain   whether  he  ever  went  into  Spain, 
iii.  332  ',  there  b  no  good  reason  to  believe  that  be  ever 
was  in  Spain  or  Britain,  2S1.    St.  Paul  much  commended 
by  Origen,  i.  535 ;  Chiysostom,   ii.  602,  613;  Isidore, 
iii.  8;  Theodoret,   12,   135    Cassian,  18;  Co^nnas,  52; 
Gregory,  70  ;  his  eloquence  celebrated  by  Photios,  though 
he  has  many  elliptical  expressions,  83  ;  character  of  his 
style,  by  Iren«us,  i.  369  j    by  Origen,   532,   573;  by 
Jerom,  ii.  570^0  571 ;  vindicated  against  the  reflections 
of  Porphyry,   iv.   229  to  234^  he  was  rejected  by  the 
£bionites,  or  some  of  them,  i.  472  ;  iii.  483;    bat  re^' 
ceived  by  other  Jewish  believers,  called  Nazarenes,  484, 
485)    how  treated  by  the  author  of  the  Recognitions, 
a.  470,471,473 

His  fourteen  epistles,  their  chronology,  iii.  285  to  2gt ; 
aTl  received  by  Ongen,  i.  533,  535  to  538,  574^-  were  in 
the  library  at  Caesarea,  ii..  131  j  received  by  Archelaus 
and  Maui,  139  -,  the  Manichees,  313,  215  *,  the  Pauliciaos, 
238^  239 ;  generally  received  in  the  time  of  Eusebius, 
369,  37a,  381,  395  ;  received  by  Athanasius,  400,  401 ; 
in  the  Synopsis  ascribed  to  him,  404 ;  by  Cyril  of  Jerusa« 
lem,  410  I  Epiphanius,  41 7  -,  the  author  of  the  Apostolical 
Constitutions,  438$  Gregory  Nazianzen,  470;  Amphi- 
lochius,  473  }  Ebedjesu,  488 ;  llieodorc,  Bp  of  MopsQ- 
•estia,  who  also  wrote  Commentaries  upon  them,  527. 
^Commentaries  likewise  were  written  upon  them,  by 
CM,  Victorinus,  453^  and  Diodorus^  ot  Tanus,  517; 
received  by  Jerom,  548,  549, 556;  the  cooiKil  of  Carthage, 
575  i  Ru6nu«,  573  5  Augustine,  578,  585  5  Chrysostom, 
'601,  602  i  Severian,  Bp  of  Gabala,  620;  Innocent  of 
Rome,  628;  Paulinus  of  Nola,  629 ;  Theodoret,  iii.  ii ; 
Cosmas,  51,  52;  Euthalius,  39,  who  also  published  an 
edition  of  them,  38  ;  are  in  the  Alexandrine  M.  S.  4394^9 
received  by  Isidore  of  Seville,  74 ;  a  Commentaij  00  thetn 
by  Sedulius,  32,  and  as  is  supposed  by  Pirimasius,.  33  5 
<recetved  by  Cassiodorus,  61 ;  Oocuoienios,  84^  Theophy- 
aact,  86 

His  epistle  to  the  Romans  and  several  other  of  his 
epistles  referred  to  by  Clement  of  Rome,  i.  296  to  300  5 
Ins  first  epistle  to  the  Corinthians  quoted  by  the  same 
Clement,  293  ;  and  by  Hermas,  414 ;  his  epistle  to  the 
Ephesians 'quoted  by  Igmftius,  316,  318  to  300;  his  first 
<epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  and  his  epistles  to  the  Philip* 
pians  and  llie  l^ssalonians,  quoted  fey  Polycarp,  327, 
52S,  3»9;  «everal  of  his  epistles  inferred  to  by  Hermas, 
308,  309  5  by  Ignatius,  318  to  321  j  by  Polycar|»,  329  to 
331 ;  sec  336  J  by  Justin  M.  546  to  347  ;  see  349  ;  by  the 
author  of  the  epistle  to  Diognetus,  349  to  351 ;  by  the 
martyrs  at  Lyons,  361, 362  ;  by  Athenagoras,  379  to  381  ,- 
by  Theophilus  of  Antioch,  385  to  388  ;  twelve  or  thirteen - 
of  his  epistles  received. and  quoted  by  Irenacus,  368  to 
369;  see  371,  373;  all  received  and  quoted  by  CJement 
of  Alexandria,  except  the  epistle  to  Pliilemon,  400,  401  ; 
«11  received  by  Tertullian,  except  the  epistle  to  the  Hc- 
bi^ws,  423 10  424,  437, 438  i  bow  many  were  received  by 
Talian,  353  to  355  j  the  author  of  the  Testaments  of  tbo 
twelve  patriarchs,  appears  to  have  received  tbc  book  of 
the  Acts,  and  St.  Paula  q)istles,  463, 464;  all  rehearsed 
by  Caius,  except  that  to  the  Hebrews,  481 ;  several  of 
his  epistles  quoted  by  rirmilian,  576,  5775  all  quoted  by 
Cyprian,  except  the  epistle  to  Philemon,  and  that  to  the 
Hebrews,  which  he  did  not  receive,  ii.  30  to  34,  30;  ac* 
veral  of  his  epistles  quoted  by  Novatui,  63, 63 ;  by  Com- 
■oodian,  7^ ;  Anatolius,  78 ;  the  author  of  tbc  poem 
against  the  Marcionites,  93;  Victorinus,  96;  Methodius, 
105;  whether  tbc  epistk  to  the  Hebrews  was  received 
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byEoiebias,  372*  373>  3^^  38a;  it  was  aoubtcd  of  hj 
.  some,  particularly  the  church  of  (he  Romans^  370,  473 ; 
ill.  745  whether  written  io  Hebrew,  ii.  391,  392 ;  a  cona- 
nicntary  upon  thirteen  of  the  epi«tle»  by  Pelagius,  630  j 
when  first  divided  into  sections  and  chapters,  39,  4^:? 
The  order  of  his  episties  in  point  of  time,  ii.  606^  ill. 

11^  39*  4^*  47 f  5*»  58*  ^' 

Aforgeii  book  entitled  The  Travels  of  Paul  and  Thecia, 
rejected  and  condemned,  i.  435;  an  apocryphal  book 
called  Acts  of  Paul,  quoted  by  Origcn,  but  not  received 
by  him  as  of  authority,  555 

Pouts  ReveUuion,  rejected  by  Sozomea  and  the  ancients, 
ii.  388 

PMtlof  Conc9r^,  a  Letter  of  Jcrom  to  him,  ii.  443 ;  told 
Jerom  that  Cyprian  used  to  call  Teriullian  his  master^ 
i.  417 

Paul  ofSantosata,  Bf  of  Antiock,  his  history,  i.  620  to  623  y 
^voured  by  Zienobia,  623  1  his  opinions,  623,  625  to  628 ; 
had  a  considerable  number  of  proselytes,  627 ;  scriptures 
received  by  him,  628^  bis  works,  ibid.i  bis  eharacter, 
ihid, }  said  to  have  judaized,  626 

Paul,  a  Nbvatian  Bp  at  Constantiuople>  ii«  56 

Pault  a  learned  Penian,  ii.  59 

Paula,  Jerom  sfnend,  how  commended  by  Pos^domus,  ii.  535 

Paulianhts,  their  baptism,  i.  627,  628 ;  their  continuance, 
ikid, 

Patiiicians,  their  hbtory  and  time,  il.  2385  reduced  their 
sect  to  six  churches,  158;  changed  their  first  names  fbc 
others,  ibidr,  how  they  called  their  ministers^  238;  their 
testimony  to  the  scriptures,  238,  239 

Paulinus,  Bp  of  Nola,  his  time  and  works,  and  testimony  to 
tlie  scriptures,  ii.  629,  630 

Pausanias,  his  testimony  to  the  destruction  of  ^rusalem  by^ 
a  Roman  emperor,  iii^  532 

Peau  (the)  of  the  churches  in  Jodea^    See  Rist 

Pearson,  (Bp)  a  remark  of  hi»  upon  Clement  of  Rome,  i. 
294;  upon  Ignatius,  323;  bis  opinion  concerning  the 
time  of  Polycarp*s  martyrdom,  326;  concerning  the  Con- 
stitutions, 456;  quoted,  iii.  600,  606;  v.  374.  note,  429; 
censured,  iii.  316;  quoted  and  commended,  345,  and 
elsewhere 

Pierce,  (J,)  quoted,  iii.  349,  357 ;  v.  374  note,  378  note,  391^ 
393)  with  disapprobation,  313  to  315 

Pelagius,  his  time  and  works,  and  testimony  to  the  scriptures, 
ii.  630  to  632 ;  sometimes-cooftttes  the  Manichees,  ii.  148^. 
quoted,  v.  392,  416,  428 

Pelagianism,  how  described  by  Cassias,  iii»  1 8 ;  how  treated 
by  Vincentius  Lirinensis,  24 

Peregrinus,  called  also  Proteus^  said  by  Lucian  to  have  been 
aome  while  among  the  Christians,  and  afterwards  to'have 
parted  from  them,  iii.  150 ;  his  death  mentioned  by  seve- 
ral ancient  writers,  151 

Perennis  desired  Apollooius  to  plead  before  the  Romaa 
senate,  i.  444 

Perizonius,  his  interpretation  of  Luke  ii.  i,  2.  represented 
and  considered,  i.  165  to  171 

Pcrpetua,  a  martyr,  i.  578;  with  Felicitas  in  the  time  of. 
Severus,  iii.  167 

Persecution,  or  force  and  compulitioQ  in  things  of  religion, 
condemned  by  our  blessed  Saviour,  iv.  497  ;  by  the  Abp 
of  Canterbury,  498  5  by  Tertullian,  Lactantius,  AthaDasius> 
Gonstantine,  Jovian,  Valenlinian,  Julian,  Themistius,  J/i- 
banius,  Amroianus  Marcellinus,  498,499  -,  by  De  Maus- 
sac,  a  learned  Dominican,  t.  332  $  every  degree  of  it  may 
fill  our  minds  with  horror,  iv«  294  j  arguments  against  it 
in  Lactantius,  and  that  Christians  did  not  persecute,  ii. 
273  to  275  i^  condemned  by  Athanasius>  399,  by  the 
Christian  religion,  47 1 1  all  persecution  condemned  by 
Sulpieius  Severus,  ii.  623,  624;  makes  heresies  spread 
fiuter  than  otherwise  they  ivodd,  ibid,  y  how  defined  by 
Socrates,  iii.  93.  On  the  subject  of  prosecuting  the  writers 
against  Christianity^  see  Dr.  Waddington,  Bp  of  Chicbea- 


tcr's  correspondence  with  Dh  Lardher,  i.  p.  xxxv  to 
ixxvii.  A  general  account  of  the  heathen  persecutions^, 
ii.  623 ;  the  number  of  heathen  persecutions  of  the 
Christians,  iv.  298,  299 
Persia,  the  gospel  first  preached  there  by  the  apostle  Thad-^ 
deus,  iii.  551  many  churches  there,  ibid,;  the  cruelty  of 
a  persecution  endured  there  by  the  Christians,  and  the 
happy  alteration  made  in  the  manners  of  those  of  them, 
who  embraced  the  Christian  religion,  155  the  Christian 
religion  preached  there  before  the  time  of  Mani,  ii.  234  j; 
before  the  council  of  Nice,  348  ;  before  the  time  of  £use- 
bius,.  365  5  the  time  of  a  persecution  there,  346 
Pestilence  in  the  Roman  empire,  and  the  time  of  it>  ii.  6 
PetatAus  quoted,  ii.  422  note  «,  432,  433,  434 
Petbr  (St.)  the  afostx.e,  his  history  to  the  time  of  oar 
Saviour's  ascension,  iii.  388  to  392 ;  he  and  his  brother 
Andrew  said  to  have  been  the  first  two  disciples  called  by 
Christ,  6.  His  history  to  the  council  at  Jerusalem,  392  to 
403 ;  after  which  he  goes  to  Antioch,  where  he  is  reproved  • 
by  St.  Paul  for  dissimulation,.  403,  404,  iv.  231,  232  ;  his 
travels  to  the  time  of  his  ooming  to  Rome,  404  to  406 ;  said 
to  be  at  Rome  in  the  time  of  Claudius,"^  76 ;  his  history  from 
Jerom,  it.  560  -,  preached  to  the  Jews  in  Pontus  and  Bithynia 
according  to  Eusebius,  iii  371 ;.  was  often  in  those  coun- 
tries according  to  £piphanius,4]9;  the  time  of  his  death, 
iii.  406 ;  the  manner  of  his  death,  408,  409 ;  was  at  Rome 
and  suffered  martyrdom  there,  409  to  416  ^  came  to  Rome 
in  63  or  64,  and  suffered  martyrdom  in  64  or  65,  p.  154, 
284, 40410  406 ;  suffered  martyrdom  at  Rome  together  with 
Paul,  in  the  time  of  Nero  according  to  Eusebius  and 
Dionysius  of  Corinth,  i.  353 ;  according  to  Tertullian, 
426;  and  Caius,  482;  and  jheodoret,  iii.  15;  was  at 
Antioch,  afterwards  in  Pontus,  and  at  Rome  in  the  time 
of  Claudius,  and  sufiered  martyrdom  with  Paul  in  Nero*s 
general  persecution,  ii.  622;  iii.  15,  35>  765  in  the  last 
year  of  Nero,  79  5  the  place  of  his  interment,  ii.  560 

Concerning  bis  episcopate  at  Antioch,  \\u  407 ;  said  to 
have  been  bishop  of  Home  twenty-five  years,  ibid, ',  Rome' 
Peter's  province,  acoording  to  Ephrem,  ii.  487  ;  his  chil- 
dren, iii.  407  J  bis  wife's  martyrdom,  408  ;  bis  absconding 
Vki  Rpme,  ihid,  -,  the  manner  of  his  crucifixion,  408,  4^9 ; 
the  prerogatives  of  this  apostlef,  391  to  393;  miracles 
wrought  at  Jerusalem  by  his  shadow  passing  by,  393, 394; 
much  commended,  iiL  12;  his  preeminence,  35,  36,  70, 
83  ;  he  and  the  apostle  Paul  are  expressly  mentioned  by 
Hierodes,  iv.  255,  257,  261* 

His  two  epistlbs,  their  genuineness  shewn  from 
testimoay  and  internal  characters,  iii.  414  to  416;  to 
whom  they  were  sent,  416  to  419 ;  whether  sent  to  Jews 
or  Gentiles,  ii.  478,  560,  587,  626}  iii.  23,  59,  61,  62, 
71,  79,  84  J  the  place  where  they  were  written,  419  to 
423  ;  the  first  epistle  written  at  Rome,  il  626  \  iii.  43,  90 ; 
at  Babylon  in  Persia,  iii.  53,  55  j  the  time  when  they  were 
written,  423.     Remarks  on  i  Pet.  v.  13,  iii.  424,425 

His  first  epistle  seems  to  be  referred  to  by  Clement  of 
Rome,  i.  302 )  referred  to  by  Polycarp  several  times,  331, 
3325  by  the  martyrs  at  Lyons,  362  $  received  by  Theo- 
philus  of  Antioch,  385,  388,  389;  quoted  by  Papias,  340, 
341  j  Irensus,  570  5  Clement  of  Alexandria,  403 ;  Ter- 
tullian, 429;  universally  received  in  Origen*s  time,  532  ; 
quoted  or  referred  to  by  Victorinus,  ii.  97;  Methodius, 
106  ',  universally  received,  369,  383: 

Both  his  epistles  received  by  Aihanasiu<t,  ii.  400,  401 ; 
Cyril  of  Jerusalem,  410;  the  council  of  liiodicea,  4151 
Epiphanius,  417,  419;  Innocent,  Bp  of  Rome^  628  j  Pe- 
lagius, 63 1 ;  Cyril  of  Alexandria,  iii.  9  -,  Prosper,  21 5  Sal- 
vian,  36;  Gregory,  Bp  of  Rome,  70,. 71 5  the  author 
of  the  Imperfect  Work,  66 

The  second  epistle  seems  to  be  referred  to  by  Clement 
of  Rome,  i.  3025  quoted  by  the  author  of  Qoestiones  et 
I^'  343  i  ^y  Adamantius^  ii.  407 ;  generally  received  at 
Alexandria^478  5  quoted  by  Ambrose,  4953  by  thcauttwM^ 
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of  the  Commentary  upon  thirteen  of  St.  PauVs  epistles^ 
521 }  received  by  J erom,  560 

The  second  epistle  not  quoted  by  Papias,  i.  310.;  nor 
by  Irenaeus,  370,  372 ;  nor  Tcrtullian,  429,  430 ;  doubted 
of  in  the  time  oif  Origen,  532  ;  bow  quoted  by  him,  539, 
540 }  whether  received  by  Firmilian^  577,  ii.  25  -,  not 
tinotcd  by  Cyprian,  25  ;  whether  referred  lo  by  Novatus, 
64;  or  Meihodius,  107  ;  not  universally  received  in  the 
time  of  Ensebius,  369,  383  ;  doubted  of  by  some  in  the 
time  of  Didymus,  478  -,  not  received  by  the  churches  of 
Syria,  488  to  490 ;  not  received  by  Chrysostom,  602,  607 ; 
doubted  of  by  some,  iii.  59,  7L,  745  because  of  the  dif- 
ference of  the  style,  ii.  560  ;  iii.  74 

Both  his  epistles  probably  received  by  the  Manichees, 
li.  316  ',  both  rejected  by  the  Paulicians,  289.  See  CatAo" 
Tic  epistles 

The  Gospel,  Acts,  Preaching,  Judgment,  Revelation, 
and  other  books  ascribed  to  Peler,  rejected  by  Jerom,  ii. 
560,  574  See  Acts,  Gospel 
i^£T£a*s  Preaching,  or  Preaching  of  Peter  and  Paul,  "how 
quoted  by  dement  of  Alexandria,  i.  408,  409  j  when 
written,  410  note*;  quoted  by  Heracleon,  and  rejected 
hy  Origen,  554,  555  5  called  likewise  by  him.  Doctrine  of 
Peter,  554  5  censured  by  the  author  o( Rebaptixing,  ii.  39  5 
liow  quot-cd  by  Lactantius,  with  remarks,  291  j  rejected 
in  Eusebius,  370,  387  j  and  Jerom,  5605  that  it  was  not 
received  as  a  canonical  book  by  Clement  of  Alexandria, 
see  i.  555 
Peters  Revelation j  short  notes  written  lapon  It  l)y  Clement 
of  Alexandria,  i.  394 ;  how  quoted  by  him,  410  ;  rejected 
by  Eusebius  and  the  ancients,  ii.  .370,  588  5  and  by 
Jerom,  560 
Peter,  Bf  of  jflexandria,  hh  history,  works,  and  testimony 

to  the  scriptures,  ii.  1 27  to  1 29 
Peier  of  Sici/t/f  his  worlt  against  the  Manicliees,  and  his 

time,  ii.  153 
Peiilian,  a  Donatist  bishop,  ii.  300 

Petronius,  president  of  Syria,  ordered  by  Caligula  to  erect 
his  statue  at  Jerusalem,  i.  49,  54;  his  precept  to  the  ma- 
gistrates of  Doris  in  favour  of  the  Jews,  "96 
Ffaff  (C.  M,]  Fragments  of  Irenaeus  published  by  Tum,  «nd 

remarks  upon  them,  i.  375  j  quoted,  iii.  465 
Pharisees  5  their  principles  and  practices,  i.  66  to  68 ;  tlicir 
power  under  Alexandra,  66 ;  that  title  appropriated  to 
men  of  substance  and  learning,  69,  119;  six  thousand  of 
them  refuse  to  swear  to  Caesar  and  Herod,  119,  1535 
their  great  authoiiiy  among  the  Jews,  1 19,  153 
Phedimus,  Bp  of  Amasea,  ordains  Gregory  Tbaumaturgus, 
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Pheroras,  inquiries  mto  the  occasion  of  liis  death,  1.  187 

Pheroras*s  ivife  misrepresented  by  Josephus,  i.  155 

Philaster,  Bp  of  Brescia,  what  he  says  of  some  catholics 
omitting  to  read  publicly  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  ii  64 ; 
his  time  and  worfe,  and  testimony  to  the  scripturess,  52a, 
523  5  his  article  concerning  the  Abstinents,  with  remarks, 
516,  5175  he  wrote  a  long  treatise  of  heresies,  and  yet 
lias  not  been  reckoned  orthodox  by  all,  iv.  513  j  he  thought 
ihat  the  soul  was  created  before  the  body,  and  that  the 
<lQCirine  of  tlie  Millennium  is  a  heresy,  ibid.  5  his  account 
<ii  the  Heretics,  Apelles,  643,  Cerdon,  587,  Cerinthus^ 
570,  Lcuoius,  626;  the  Montanists,  675 

Phileas,  Bp  of  Thmuis  in  Egypt,  aud  martyr,  ii.  126,  127 

Phiieleutherus  Duhliniensii,    See  Bent  ley 

Philemon^  converted  by  St.  Paul,  iii.  351,  365  ;  his  character 
and  station,  323,  324,  365,  3665  Paul's  epistle  to  hiai, 
when  and  where  written,  323,  324;  quoted  by  Origen, 
i.  535;  not  quoted  by  Cyprian,  ii.  295  received  by  Mar- 
cion,  iv-  617,  616  ;  rejected  by  some,  ii.  557 

Philip,  tclrarch  of  Iinrca,  in  the  time  of  John  the  Baptist,  i. 
II,  12;  married  to  Salome,  Herodias's  daughter,  212 

Philip,  otherwise  called  Herod,  first  husband  of  Herodias^  bis 
iiistory,  i.  212  i  was  a  private  person^  215 


Philip,  said  to  be  the  apostle,  lived  and  died  at  Hlerapolislii 
Phrygia,  and  wrought  miracles  there,  and  his  daughters 
prophesied,  i.  335,  336,  337  ;  y.  401 
Phjlipt  Bp  of  Gortyna  in  Crete,  i.  439 
Philips  the  emperor,  whether  he  was  a  Christian,  iv.  1S8 

to  191 
Philippi,  oratory  there,  by  the  river's  side,  i.  61 
Philipprans,   {(he  epistle  to  the)  when  and  where  written,  u\, 

321,  322 
PMlippus  Sidetts,  his  account  of  Athenagoras  and  Pantaenus, 

>•  377.  390 
Philo,  the  Jew,  says,  that  Pilate  dedicated  shields  at  Jerusa- 
lem, i.  185;  speaks  of  four  sons  of  Herod  living  in  the 
time  of  Pilate,  214;  mentioned  by  Anatolius,  ii.  783  hjg 
divisions  of  the  books  of  the  Old  Testament,  544 
Philopatris,  a  Dialogue  so  called,  its  age,  and  extracts  from 

it,  with  remarks,  iv.  153  to  155 
PMloromuSy  receiver-general  at  Alexandria,  and  martyr  in 

Dioclesian's  persecution,  ii.  126 
PAilosophers,  their  timorousness  in  declaring  the  truth,  ii. 
597  J  their  credulity,  and  that  they  didih(]e  to  improve 
the  sentiments  of  mankind,  iv.  271 
Phiiostorgius,  his  time  and  writings,  and  testimony  to  the 

scriptiu-es,  ii.  318,  319;  his  character,  iii  ' 

Philostratus,  his  testimony  to  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem 
by  Titus,  iii,  530,  533  j  his  Life  of  Apollonius  Tyanaus, 
^ith  remarks,  and  that  he  did  not  aim  to  set  up  Apollonkis 
as    a  corrival  with  our  Saviour,   though  HicrocJes  and 
other  heathens  afterwards  made  that  use  of  it,  iv.  260  to 
271,  271  to  275 
Phlegon,  his  time  and  works,  iv.  58  ;  supposed  to  speak  of 
our  Saviour's  foreknowledge,  ibid.-,  was  credulous, /^. ; 
■a  passak^«  in  which  he  4s  supposed  to  speak  of  the  miracu- 
lous darkness  at  the  time  of  our  Saviour^  passion,  with 
notes  and  observations,  59  to  68 ;   how  quoted  by  Dn 
"  "Clarke  and  Grotius,  60 
PJiotinus,  his  history,  ii.  443,  444;  opinions,  444  10446; 
writings,  446^    character,  ibid.-,    scriptures  received  by 
him,  ihid.^  the  continuance  of  his  sect,  447 
Phatinians,  sometimes  called  Bonosiaa,  or  Bonosiam,  11.  447  j 
not  allowed  to  hold  religious  assemblies.  Hid, ;  mentioned 
by  Augustine  as  in  being  in  his  time,  i.  627 
Photius,  his  character  of  the  epistle  of  Clement  of  Rome,  i. 
290  note  * ;  his  censure  of  Irenaeus,  365  ;  of  Clement  of 
Alexandria,  394  ;  his  account  of  the  geiHiine  and  sopposi- 
•tiiious -writings  of  Clement  of  Rome,  4735  his  time,  and 
books  against  the  Manichees,  ii.    153  ;    his  manner  of 
treating  them,  148;  his  time,  and  testimony  to  the  scrip- 
tures, iii.  81  to  83 :;  quoted  and  commended,  v.  10 
Pieritts,  presbyter  of  Alexandria,  fragments  supposed  to  be 
his,  though  ascribed  to  Clement  Apollinarius,  i.  441  3  his 
history,  ii.  84  to  86  j  said  to  have  been  a  catechist,  85  j 
how  he  speaks  of  the  Trinity,  86 ;  his  copies  of  the  Bible, 
81 ;  his  character,  84,  86 
Piety,  the  virtue  and  benefit  of  early,  a  sernwn,  v.  xo6 
Pilate,  (Pontius)   his  unjust  govennnent  in  Judea,  i.  43 ; 
Mood  in  fear  of  the  Jews,  43,  52;  was  in  Judea  at  the 
commencement  of  John  the  Baptist's  ministry,  202;  at 
Jerusalem  at  the  time  of  our  Saviour's  crucifixion,  79,  82  j 
his  wife  in  Judea,  80 ;  the  duration  of  his  government, 
48,  49,  202 ;  when  he  came  into  Judea,  and  wheti  rd- 
snqved,  202,  203,  204 ^  remarks  upon  his  power  in  Judea, 
86 ;  of  what  kind  his  fear  mentioned  in  John  xix.  8,  83, 
^4 ;  brings  Roman  ensigns  into  Jerusalem,  84 ;  dedicates 
shields  there,  85 ;  would  have  brought  water  thither  with 
the  sacred  money,  ibid. ;  his  Acts,  and  Letter  to  Tiberiat^ 
iii.  599  to  606 ;  made  away  with  himself,  i.  205 
Pilgrimages,  disliked  by  Gregory  Nysscn  and  Jerom,  ii.  476 
Pin,  (E.  Du)  his  character  of  Novatus,  ii.  61  j  his  character 
of  Eusebius't  Ecclesiastical*  History,  359;   of  Eusebius 
himself,  363 ;  his  judgment  concerning  the  ConstitudoDS, 
423^  AH 
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Phtyius;  Bp  of  Onofsus  in  Crete,  i.  4^0 

Phnius,  an  excellent  martyr,  learned  men  are  not  agreed 
aboat  the  time  of  his  martyrdom^  i.  580 

Piso,  praffed  of  Syria,  i.  1765  his  delays  io^  going  to  Rome 
after  his  removal,  205 

Piso  {Lucius)  when  made  praefect  of  Rome,  i.  195  to  197 

Plato  quoted,  v.  420 

Pliny,  the  Elder,  hi»  time  and  charaeter,  an^  whether  be 
refers  to  the  blindness  inflicted  by  St.  Paul  upon  Elymas 
the  forcerer  in  Cyprus,  iii.  609 

Pliny,  (the  Younger)  the.  time  of  his  provincial  government, 
iv.  11,12;  his  Letter  to  Trajan  concerning  the  Christians, 
13  (o  15  I  rehearsed  with  notes  and  observations,  15  to  28$ 
Trajan's  Rescript  rehearsed  with  notes  and  obiervations, 
29>  30  -y  observations  of  learned  men  upon  Pliny*8  Letter 
and  Trajan's  Rescript,  30  to  33  ;  the  uses  of  those  epistles, 
and  general  observations  upon  them,  39  to  43 ;  Pliny's 
character  and  his  amiable  qualities,  34;  was  credulous 
and  soperstitious,  35*  36;  his  want  of  equity  toward  the 
Cliristians,  18,  19,  27,  28;  perverted  many,  i^,  21,  22; 

'  condemned  them  without  law  and  authority,  20,  28,  39 ; 
examined  by  torture  two  Christian  women  then  in  years, 
2  ^,  26 ;  was  zealous  for  the  honour  of  the  gods  and  priest- 
hood, 27 

Plolina,  wife  of  Trajan,  commended,  iv.  39 

Ploiinus  negligent  in  observing  the  saored  rites^  of  Gentilism, 
iv.  200 

Piutarch,  his  dialogue  concerning  the  cessation  of  oracles 
quoted,  iii.  606,  607  ;  whether  he  knew  any  thing  of  the 
Christianvor  their  afiairs,  iv.  204,  206 ;  his  judicious  ob- 
servations upon  the  fabttlona  stories  common  among  the 
Greeks,  266 ;  quoted,  iii.  513 

Plutarch,  brother  of  I^raclas,  scholar  of  Origen,  and  map* 
tyr,  i.  520 

Pblycarp,  Bp  of  Smyrna,  his  time  and  history,  from  Irenaeusy 

•  1*  3^5*  3^^  *  ordained  by  apostles,  326 ;  his  great  age  and 
martyrdom,  ibid, ;  wrote  several  epistles  not  now  extant, 
ibid, ;  in  his  epistle  to  the  Philippians,  his  only  remaining 
work,  he  quotes  or  refers  to  the  first  eptslle  of  St  Peter, 
»nd  divers  other  books  of  the  New  Testament,  325,  327 
to  333  ;  how  he  is  quoted  by  Irenseus,  374,  375  ;  the 
Eispomiones,  ascribed  to  him,  not  bis,  327.  The  relation 
of/lit  martyrdom,  with  notes  and  observations,  527;  iv. 
82  to  84;  extracts. out  of  it,  containing  their  testimony  to 
the  scriptures  of  the  New  Testament)  i.  333,  334 ;  quoted^ 
V.  402 

Polycrates,  Bp  of  Ephesm,  his  history,  and  testimony  to  the 
scriptures,  i.412,  413;  his  story  concerning  St.  John's 
wearing  on  his.  forehead  a  golden   plate  examinedi  ii. 

•  554.555 

Pbmpey,  the  time  of  his  conqnest  of  Judea,  and  taking  Jeru- 
salem, and  his  behaviour  there,  iii.  492 

Po7npoTua  Greeoina,  a  Roman  lady,  acoused  of  a  foreign  su- 
perstition, (supposed- to  be  Christianity)  in  the  time  of 
Nero,  A.I>.  57,  iti.  610 

Poniicus,  a  young  roan,  martyr  at  Lyons,  iv.  89 

Pontius,  deacon  tU  Cartage,  his  history,  and  testimony  to 
the  books  of  the  New  Testament,  ik.  3 1: 

Pontius  Pilate.    See  Pilate 

Popular  preaching,  how  censured  by  Jerom,  ii.  57? 

PoRPHTKY,  the  philosopher;  his  time,  and  history,  and  works, 
if.  209,  210  to  213 ;  why  he  was  called  Bataneotis,  2 to  3 
he  never  was  a  Christian,  211;  his  books  against  the 
Christians  ordered  tabe  destroyed,  1  iii  212;  what  he  says 
of-  Bardesanes,  i.  44-?,  444  j  of  AmmonioSr  S03  -,  l\U 
passage  concerning  Origen,  with  remarks,  520,  527. 
iv.  213,  214$  was  well  acquaiated  with  the  soripturea  of 
the  Old  and  New  Testament,  234  5  his  objections  against 
Hie  book  of  Daniel,  214  to  223  5  remarks  upon  these  ob- 
jections, and  upon  the  answers  to  themv  223  to  225  $  pas« 
sages,  in  which  he  acknowledges  the  antiquity  of  Mo9es, 
1261-  bis  ol^tioiK  against  Gen.  iii.  5,  p^2a6.  Text*  in 

VOL.  n 


the  New  Testament  objected  against  by  Forphyry,  Matt,  t.- 
II,  12,  p.  2275  iii.  3,  pfc  228}  ix.  9,  p.  227.  xiii.  35^ 
p.  227  J  xiv.  25,  p.  228  ;  xxiv.  15,  ibid.  5  xxvii.  45,  ibid,} 
John  vii.   8,  10,  p.  229  \  Acts  v.  i  to  14,  p.  230 ;  Gal.  i». 
15,  16,  ibid.  I  ii.  11  to  14,  p.  230  to  233.    A  review  of  his 
testimony  to  the  books  of  the  Old  and  New  Testamtnly 
234  j    passages   concerning  Chrislians  and    their  affairs, 
where  also  are  extracts  from  a  letter  of  Augustine,  with* 
six  questions  containing  difficulties  taken  from  Porphyryv- 
234  to  237J  a  work  entitled  The  PMlosophy  of  Oracles, 
ascribed  to  him,  and  shewn  to  be  spurious,  ii.  361 .  iv.  238 
to  250;  his  Life  of  Pythagoras,  with  remarks,  and  that 
it  was  not  written  with  a  design  to  compare  Pythagoras 
with  Jesus  Christ,  269,  270  -,  his  book^  against  the  Chris-- 
tian  religion^  answered  by  Methodius,  ii.  98,  loi,  357, 
and  Apollinarius,  45^,  457 
Porphyry,  servant  (f  Pampkilus,  his  martyrdom,  ii.  1 24 
Pondonius,  what  he  said  of  Jerom,  mentioned  by  Palladi us,. 

"•  535 
Posthumian,  chief  speaker  in  a  dialogue  of  Sulpieius  Severua, 

ii.  537,  623 
Potamicma,  a  virgin,  martyr  at  Alexandria  in  the  time  of 

Sevems,  iv.  166 
Pothiaui,  Bp  of  Lyons,  and  predecessor  of  Irenaeus,  hb  age 

and  sufierings,.!.  360^.363,  364.  iv.  87. 
Potter  (JO  his  Greek" antiquities  quoted ,Jvi  174. 
Pr^rsens,  see  Bruttius 
Prcetextatus,  a  Roman  of  great  distinction,  an  oration  in  his- 

praise  by  Himerius,  iv.  349;  how  h&  jested  with  Damasui 

Bpof  Rome,  377,^378  j  commended  by.Ammianus,  377... 

See  likewise  406,  466' 
Praxagoras,  his  history  of  Constantino^  and  great  ehacacter 

of  him,  iv,  309,  310 
Prajseas,  our  knowledge  of  him  chiefly  from  TertnUian^ 

iv.  676  \  his  time  aod  country,  ibid.  -,  was  persecuted,  and 

once  signed  a  recantation,.677  ;  strenuous  asserter  of  the 

divine  unity,  and  believed    the   general    articles   of  the 

Christian  faith,  677,678;  denied  that  the  Father  or  the 

Divine  nature  in  Jesus  suffered,  678,  679;  received  both 

the  Old  and  New  Testament,  679,  68a 
Pray er'in  the  name  of  Christ*  a  sermon,  v.  21 8 ;  the  apostles 

never  prayed,  nor  mentioned  blessings,  as  given  for  the 

sake  of  Christ,  225,  216 
Preaching  nf  Paul  or  Peter,  an  apocryphal  book  censured  by 

the  author  of  a  work  entitled  Of  Rebaptizing  Heretics^ 

"•  39 

PreacAihg  of  Peter  quoted  by  Lactantius,  ii.  29T 

President,  this  title  used  in  a  general  way,  i.  171,  209 

Presidents  of  provinces,  had  power  of  life  and  death,  i.  42> 
43  }  were  supreme  judges  in  all  causes  in  their  provinces, 
46  y.  had  a  council  with  them,  59 ;  their  good  conduct 
toward  persons  of  different  religions,  101  to  103 

Prideaux  (Dr.)  his  opinion  concerning  the- survey  at  the 
time  of  our  Saviour*8  nativity  considered*,  i.>  13D,  139;  his 
remark  upon  Herod's  cruek3%  181 ;  quoted  and  com- 
mended, 71,  216;  hisacoount  of  the  Mishna  and  Talmuds^ 
iii.  548;  his  judicious  observations-npon.  Porphyry's  expli- 
cations of  the  book,  of  Daniel,  and  upon- his  (Ejections 
against  that  book,  iv.  220,-9.23,  224;  his  judgment  \ipon 
the  Sibylline  oracles,  i.  450 ;  quoted,  iii.  78.  v.  460,  470 

Priests  and  Levites,  Christian  jninistera  not  so  called  in  early 
times,  ii.  430  , 

Primasius,  an  African  Bp,  his  .Commentary  upon  St.  Paul's 
epistles  quoted,  iii.  33 

Primus,  Bp  of  Corinth,  i.  357 

Prince i  when  nsed  absoltitely,  equtvaknt-to  emperori  i.  197* 

Prt7zr/^/tf,  meaning  of  this  word,  iv.  595  . 

Priscian,  governor  of  Palestine,  to  whom  Libanins  writes, 
ii.  J  44 

Prisci/lian,  .h\i  writing*^  ii.  497  >  history  of  him,  and  his 
prosecution  and  death,  498  ta50o  ;  an  apology  for  him . 
and  hb  friends,  502  to  511  j  hii  character,  502,  503, 
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FrisdUiamsm,  fbe  Gme  of  rts  rise,  H.  498 

friseil/ianistf,  tcriptures  received  by  tbem>  ii.  $11  to 513; 
their  opiniooy  coDceming  other  matters,  511  to  5f4i 
charges  against  them  in  Jerom,  Augustine  and  Leo,  con- 
sidered, 514  to  516 

Prisoners,  how  kept  bj  the  Romans,  i.  la;;  tent  from 
Jodea  to  Rome,  129  $  delireaed  there  to  the  captain  of  the 
guard,  idid. 

Proaresius,  a  Christian  and  sophist,  professor  of  rhetoric  at 
Athens,  W.  383,  385 

Proclus,  president  of  the  school  of  philotophv  at  Athens, 
author  of  a  treatise  against  the  Chri^lans,  and  many  other 
works,  iv.  418 

Proclus  Or  Proculus,  a  Montanist  mentioned  by  Tertullian, 
i.  417,  483,  580;  with  whom  Cains  had  a  conference  at 
Rome,  482,  483$  his  history  and  work  against  the  Valen« 
tinians,  580  ;  several  of  that  name,  ibid. 

Froeopius,  writer  of  the  Histoi^  of  Justinian,  and  a  Christian, 
iv.  428 

Pf on/la,  daughter  of  Elpidius  and  Encrcicia,  ii.  500,  503 

Proculus,  said  to  have  wrought  a  remarkable  cure  by  anoint- 
ing with  oil,  iv.  165,  and  note  ^ 

Proaicus  and  his  followers,  an  account  of  them  from  Clem. 
Alexandrinus  and  Theodoret,  with  observations,  iv.  571  to 
573  ;  accusations  against  them,  573, 5745  respected  Christ 
and  the  scriptures,  5741  their  time  and  general  character, 
ibiJ.i  did  not  separate  themselves  firom  other  Christian 
churches,  575 

Prodigies,  preceding  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  according 
to  Josqihos,  iii.  518  to  512  ;  according  to  Josippon,  568, 
569 ;  according  to  Tacitus,  613,614 

Promise  annexed  to  godliness>  two  sermons,  v.  267 

Prophets,  the  origin  of  that  character,  signs  whereby  they 
may  be  known,  and  the  great  guilt  of  neglecting  the 
messages  of  true  prophets,  iii.  577  to  580 

Frophetf  of  the  0.  T.  how  hx  they  speak  of  Christ,  iii.  8 ; 
they  wrote  the  canonical  books  of  the  Old  Testament, 

»•  578,  579»  58^ 
Fake  profhets  in  Judea,  before  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem, 

iii.  502  to  504,  519,  and  see  528 
Prosefytes,  the  Jews  sometimes  proselyted  persons  of  con» 

dition,  and   their  different  notions  about   that    matter, 

i.  66  to  68 ;  there  was  but  one  sort  of  proselytes  among 
-  the  Jews,  iii.  395  to  400.  v.  498  to  504 
Prosper  oj  jiquilain,  his  time,  and  testimony  to  the  scriptures, 

iii.  20,  21  ,*  woiks  ascribed  to  him,  21  to  23 
Protevangclion,  or  gospel  of  James,  composed  by  Leucius, 

iv.  632 
Frotocietus,  presbyter  of  Csesarea,  and  friend  of  Origen, 

i.  5«a 

Prctfinces,  the  division  of  them  made  in  the  time  of  Augus- 
tus, i>  20 

Brudeniius  {A.)  hb  time  and  works,  a  testimony  to  the 
scriptures,  iii.  3,  4  ;  his  character  of  Julian,  iv.  321 ;  his 
books  against  Symmaehus  quoted,  iv.  462,  463 

psalms,  divided  into  five  books,  ii.  474}  commentaries  upon 
them  by  Apdiinarius,  and  several  other  Greek  writers, ii. 
455  >  ^7  Theodore  of  Mopsuestia,  527;  upon  some  of 
them  by  Ambrose  of  Milan,  496 

Publicans,  that  some  Jews  were  such,  i.  1 20 

Publius,  Bp  of  Athens,  and  martyr,  i.  436,  437 

Pyie  (T.)  quoted,  v.  419 


t^adratus,  mentioned  with  evangelists,  and  said  to  have  bad 

the  gift  of  prophecy,  i.  430,  491  ;  whether  Quadratus  the 

apologist  was  Bp  of  Athens,  436,  437 
Qunrtus,  2L  martyr  at  Rome  in  tKe  time  of  Valerian,  iv.  198  ; 
^uesnell  (M.  P.)  some  observations  of  his,  ii.  511  j    his 

opioipn  coaoeming  some   works   ascrib^    to  Prosper, 

i.  21 


Owslion  {The)  at  torture  used  by  the  Romans,  L  isi 
^itfft/a,  a  martyr  at  Alexandria,  before  the  publication  of 

Decius^s  edict  against  the  Christians^  iv.  192 
(^uotaUmis,  many  books  are  quoted  by  ancieot  Cbnstiaa 

writers,  without  giving  them  authority,  ii.  559,  5735  how 

texts  of  the  Q.  T.  are  quoted  by  the  writers  of  the  N«T. 

564,  568,  569 
Remarkable  quotation  of  Judges,  xiv.  14,  iv.  145  j  Phil.  ii.  6, 

iv.  90 

R 

Rabbi,  one  baptised  at  Leyden,  v.  58 

Readings  {Farious)  their  number,  and  the  cansesof  them, 
!•  563  ',  various  read'mgs  in  Faustus  the  Manicbee,  ii.  233 

Reason,  the  value  of  it  according  to  Irenssos,  ^*  373 1  the 
use  of  it  in  things  of  religion,  iii.  81.  A  future  state 
proved  by  reason,  ii.  268,  269,  370,  360 

Recognitions,  not  written  by  Clement  of  Rome,  L  292,  466 
lo  468  j  their  time,  468 ;  the  author  an  Ebiooite,  474, 
475  >  *«>w  quoted  by  Origen,  550,-  quoted  in  the  Imf^er" 
feet  H'orh,  iii.  66 

Reeommendatiott  of  things  virtuous,  lovely,  and  of  good  re« 
port  3  a  sermon,  ^'137 

Redemption  of  Grentiles  as  well  as  Jews,  from  the  curse  of  the 
law,  V.  264,  265.  Rites  of  redemption  among  the  Marco* 
sians,  iv.  580,  581 

Register;  Jewish  registers  in  being  at  the  time  of  our  Saviour^ 
nativity,  and  afterwards,  i.  147 

Reimar,  (//.  S.)  quoted  and  commended,  iiL  <i3 

Reiand  {Mr,)  his  ob8er\'ation8  upon  the  ardb  of  Titus,  and 
the  spoils  of  Jerusalem,  iii.  527 

Religion  {Natural)  its  reality  asserted,  ii.  525 ;  the  benefit  of 
it,  i.  531 

Religious  parents  (The  happiness  of  having)  and  other  rela- 
tions, a  sermon,  v.  202  ^  the  present  advantage  of  being 
religious,  272  to  275 

ReR^ues,  early  instances  of  translating  them,  ii.  318, 319 

Repentance,  its  value,  iL  270 

Responsiones,  a  fragment  so  called,  not  written  by  Folycarp, 
i.327 

Rest:  the  rest  or  peace  of  the  churches,  mentioned  Acts  ix.  31 , 
accounted  for,  i.  54,  55  ;  the  time  and  occasion  of  it^  iii. 
252  to  254,  .255,  394»;io2 

Resurrection,  the  meaning  of  its  being  past,  i.  449 ;  the  re- 
surrection of  the  body  denied  by  the  Manichees,  it  198, 
and  by  the  Docetse  and  other  Heretics,  iv.  628,  644 }  tbe 
resurrection  of  the  soul,  iv.  620 1  good  arguments  for  the 
truth  of  Christ*s  resurrection,  iL  360,  615.  iii.  7.  The 
history  of  our  Saviour's  resurrection,  and  of  his  appear- 
ances afterwards  to  his  followers  digested,  v.  531  to  543 ; 
this  account  summed  up,  543 

RavBf.ATiosr  of  St.  John,  its  genuineness,  iii.  447  to  450 ; 
written  by  John  the  apostle,  or  John  the  elder,  i.  337 ; 
ascribed  to  Cerinthus  by  Caius  and  others,  484,  485  -,  set 
also  634,  639,  641 ;  not  written  by  Cerinthus,  638.  Dio- 
nystus  Q^  Alexandria,  his  argument  upon  it,  634  to  636  \ 
With  remarks,  636  to  647.  Quoted  as  John  the  apostle^s 
in  the  Conunentary  upon  thirteen  of  St.  Paol's  epistles, 
ii.  520,  521 

Its  time,  iii.  450  to  453 ;  said  by  Victorlnus  to  have 
been  published  in  the  time  of  Domitian,  ii.  97 

Referred  or  alluded  to,  by  Hermas,  i.  31 1,  31 2 ;  by  the 
martyrs  at  Lyons,  362  $  probably  received  by  Papias,  337, 
340  ;  received  by  Justin  M.  and  ascribed  by  bim  to  John 
the  apostle,  348  ;  received  by  Melito,  Bp  of  Sardis,  359, 
by  Irenseus,  371  ;  and  said  by  bim  to  have  been  seen  in 
the  time  of  Domitian  i  to  the  like  purpose  others,  il.  622, 

.  iii.  62, 76;  received  by  Theophilus  of  Antioch,  i.  389; 
Clement  of  A.  404;  Tertullian,  430,  451  i  a  commenury 
open  it  by  Melito,  359  $  made  use  of  by  tbe  composer  ot 
the  SibyiUne  oracles^  455  $  received  by  ApoUooias«  481, 
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,  bjr  Hippolyttn,  503,  by  Origen,  532,  533,  J41,  544,  574J 
Dionjuos  of  Alexiftidrta,  hU  arguincDt  upon  it,  with  re* 
markt,  634  to  650^  received  by  Cyprian,  and  the  cborch 
of  Rome  in  his  time,  ii.  36,  by  the  author  against  the 
Novatian  heretic,  35/36,  by  the  author  of  a  Computa- 
tion of  Easter,  40,  41,  by  Noratus,  64,  65,  by  the  No- 
▼atians,  66,  by  Commodiau,  73>  by  the  author  of  the  poem 
against  the  Marcionites,  93,  by  Methodius,  107  ;  received 
by  the  Manichees,  a  16$  quoted  by  the  latter  Aroobius, 
357  ;  received  by  Lactantiua,  288,  by  the;  Donatists,  301 ; 
generally  received  in  the  time  of  £usebiu3, 373 ;  received  by 
Atbanasius,  400,  401,  by  the  author  of  the  Synopsis,  404, 
by  Julius  Pirm)cu8  Materods,  408,  by  Hilary  of  Poictiers, 
413,  by  Epiphanius,  417,  419,  by  Faustinus,  45  r,  by  Phoe- 
badius,  452,  by  Victorinus,  97, 454,  supposed  to^be  received 
by  Basil,  406,  Gregory  Nazbnzen,  471,  Gr.  Nyssen,  475, 
Ephrem,  483  ;  received  by  Philaster,  523,  by  the  Egyp- 
tians, 489,  by  Pacian,  491,  by  Ambrose,  495,  by  Jerom, 
548,  549,  555,  by  Rufinus,  573,  by  the  third  council  of 
Carthage,  575,  by  Augustine,  579,  588,  by  Sulpicius  Se- 
verus,  623,  by  Chroroatios,  625,  by  Innocent,  628,  by 
Paulinus,  629,630,  by  Pelagius,63i,  by  Prudentius,  iii.  4; 
pnobably  by  Isidore  of  Pelusium,  7 ;  received  by  Cyril  of 
Alexandria,  9,  by  Cassian,  17,  by  Prosper,  21,  by  the 
author  of  the*  Divine  promises  and  predictions,  22,  by 
Sahrian,  36,  by  Gennadius,  41,  by  Gelasius  43,  by 
Iren&us,  and  other  early  writers,  43,  57,  by  the  Cbris- 
tiaos  in  Egypt  in  the  time  of  Cosmas,  54,  and  at  Constan- 
tinople in  the  ninth  century,  54,  by  the  author  of  the 
Imperfect  Work,  66,  by  Gregory,  Bp  of  Rome,  71,  by 
Isidore  of  Seville,  74,  by  Damascenus,  80,  by  Oecumc- 
nius,  85,  by  Niccphorus  Callisti,  91 ;  is  in  the  catalogue 
of  Dionysius,  called  the  Areopagite,  41,  in  the  Alexandrian 
MS.  45,  46.  A  commentary  upon  it  by  Andrew,  43,  by 
Aretbas,  $6,  by  CassiiKlorius,  61.  Allusions  and  refer- 
ences to  it  in  Lucian*s  True  history,  iv.  153,  and  in  the 
Dialogue  called  Philopatris,  155 

Whether  received  by  Archelaus,  ii.  139;  a  contradicted 
book  in  the  time  of  Eusehius,  370;  whether  received  by 
Eosebius,  384  to  386 ;  not  received  by  all  in  the  time  of 
Epiphanias,  419  ;  not  received  by  Cyril  of  Jerusalem,  410 ; 
wanting  in  the  catalogue  of  the  council  of  Laodicea,  415  ; 
rejected  by  some  according  to  A'mphilochius,  473 ;  whether 
received  by  the  Syrians,  489,  490 ;  generally  doubted  of 
by  Christians  in  the  East,  iii.  58 ;  said  by  Jerom  not  to 
be  received  by  the  Greeks,  ii.  558  ;  not  received  by  all  in 
the  time  of  Augustine,  588  5  never  quoted  by  Chrysostom, 
607  $  said  by  Sulpicius  Severus  to  be  foolishly  or  wickedly 
rejected  by  many,  622$  doubtful  whether  received  by 
Cosmas,  54,  and  Theophylact,  88 ;  looked  upon  as  spurious 
by  some  of  the  ancients,  57  ;  not  received  by  Severian, 
Bp  of  Gabala,  ii.  620  5  nor  by  Theodoret,  iii.  13;  not 
publicly  read  at  Alexandria  in  the  fifth  century,  59,- 
placed  among  apocryphal  books,  48.  Sentiments  of  divers 
learned  moderns  concerning  this  book,  ii.  646,  647,  649. 
See  also  St.  John. 
Bevocatus,  a  martyr  in  Afi-ica,  in  the  per8e9utio»  of  Severus,^ 

Ekadagaisus,  a  Gothic  prince,  his  remarkable  overthrow  in 

the  year  405,  iv.  479  to  481 
Rhenjord  on  the  Heresies  of  the  Jews,  iv.  511  ;  his^  account 

of  the  Rites  of  redemption  among  the  Marcosians,  580,  581 
Rhetidus,  Bp  ofAutun,  his  work  and  character,  ii.  441,  443. 
Rhetorians,  iv.  311 
Rhodon,    an    ecclesiastical  writer  of   the    second  century,, 

1-445 

Richardson,  (J.)  his  opinion^,  that  the  apostle  Peter  autho- 
rized St.  Mark's  gospel,  i^  339 ;  quoted  again,  374,  403, 
431 5  his  dissertation  upon  Christs-  genealogy  recom- 
mended, 517 

Rigaltius  (AT.)  his  expUcation  of  Authentic  Utters yia  Tertul« 


Righteousness,  its  nature,  excelfence,  and  fmportance,  three 
sermons,  v.  79  to  89 

River,  the  Jews  wont  to  pray  by  a  river  side,  or  by  the 
sea-side,  i.  6r,  62 

Roche  (M,  de  la)  his  Literary  Journal  commended,  i.  433. 
ii.  4505  his  judgment  upon  Philostratus's  Life  of  Apollo^ 
lonius  Tyanaeus,  iv.  361  ;  and  upon  the  Lives  of  Pytha- 
goras written  by  Porphyry  and  Jamblichus,  369,  and 
see  371 

Roman  Empire  {The  state  of  the)  at  the  end  of  the  third,  and 
the  beginning  of  the  fourth  century,  ii.  323  to  327  $  the 
extent  of  ir,  and  its  peaceful  state,  facilitated  the  progress- 
of  the  gospel  at  the  beginning,  i.  531 

Romans,  protected  people  of  all  sects  and  religions,  i.  95,  96  j- 
Jews  in  particular,  9)5  to  98 ;  an  objection  considered,  107 

Romans,  the  epistle  to  them  difficult,  i.  547  >  when  and 
where  written,  iii.  2975  received  by  Archelaus,  ii.  139,. 
by  Serapion,  Bpof  Thmuis,  146,  and  the  Manichees,  215 

Rome,  the  church  there  commended,  i.  426,431  ^  founded 
by  Peter  and  Paul,  374,  420,  425  ;  the  succession  of  the 
first  bishops  there,  291 ,  374 ;  the  number  of  Christians  ther^ 
about  the  year  250,  ii.  44 ;  what  authority  was  assumed 
by  the  Bishops  of  that  city,  57$  besieged,  taken,  and 
sacked  by  Alaric  the  Goth,  in  the  year  410,  iv.  481,  48a 

Rufinus,  his  account  of  the  apocryphal  books  of  the  Old  Tes- 
tament, i.  551.  ii.  30;  he  censured  the  Manichees  148  f 
published  his  translation  of  Origen^s  books  of  Principles,. 
536$  his  apology  for  himself,  538$  his  time,  572;  his 
testimony  to  the  scriptures,  573,  573  j  his  explication  of 
the  creed  much  commended,  573;  his  character  of  Por- 
phyry, iv.  396 

Ruinart  {Theodoric)  quoted,  i%  324  j  censured,  ^17,^ note  ^j 
commended,  ii.  no 

Rusticula,  2L  Novatian  Bp  at  Rome,  ii,  57 

Rutilius,  a  martyr  in  the  time  of  Severus,  iv.  438 

RutiUus,  a  heathen,  his  time  and  character,  aud  poem^with 
extracts  from  it^  iv.  394,  395 


S- 

Sabbath  {The)  hew  respected  by  the  primitive  Christians,  and 

the  Constitutions,  ii.  43 2,. 433 
Sabellianism,  its  rise  and  time,  i.  616.  ii.  13T,  132;  called 

Judaism,^!.  599^600,  626;  increase  of  it,  and  received  by 

many,  619,  620 
Sabel/ians,  called  Patripassians,  but  were  not,  i.  583,  584 
Sabellitis,.  his  opinions,  i.  618  to  6203  scriptures-received  by 

him  and  his  followers,  620 ;  his  time,  nii  57  to  59 ;  men^ 

tioned  by  Methodius,  105 
Sabinus,  a  Gallic  prince,  his  remarkable  history,  iii.  513' 
Sabinus,  an  A)  tan  historian,  hb  time  aixl  character,  n.  320 
Sacrifice,  the  Manichees  did  not  think  Christ*s  death  was  a 

sacrifice  for  sin,  iU  205 
Sadduc,  a  Pharisee,  associate  of  Judas  of  Galilee;  i.  1 19 
Sadducees,  their  principles,  and  oppostion  to  the  Pharisees,. 

i.  68  ;  were  sometimes  in  public  offices,  69.^  severe  in  ju* 

dicial  sentences,  45,  68,  69 
Salome,  Herod's  sister,  her  character,  i.  152  -,  always  faithfuL 

to  Herod,  214 
5aAmi^,Herodia8V  daughter,  to  whom  married,  i.  312 
Sahnius,  his  thoughts  of  a  book  called  Timothy,  written  by 

Salvian,  f;  476 
Salvian,  his  answer  to  Salonhis,  i.  476;  his  time,  works,  and 

character,  iii.  36-5  his  testimony  to  the  scriptures,  36,  37 
Samaritans,  their  respect  for  mount  Gerizim,  i.  71  ;  the 

enmity  between  them  and  the  Jews,  71^  73 }  expected  the 

Messiah,  and  their  idea  of  him,  75 
Sanctus,  deacon  of  the  church  of  Vienne,  and  martyr  at 

Lyons,  iv.  86  to  88 
Saragossa,.  a  council  there  concerning  the  PrisciUianists^ 

ii.  499/  508 
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Satan,  his  original  according  to  the  Manicheet,  li.  190 
Satuminus  ofJnlvtch,  succeeded  Menander,  the  successor  of 

Simon,  an  obscure  person^  whose  opinions  were  similar  to 

those  of  Basilides,  iv.  533 
Salurmnus,  a  martyr  in  Africa,  with  Perpetoa  and  others,  in 

the  time  of  Severus,  i.  578 
Saiurus,  a  martyr,  i.  578 
Sayings  a^criMi  to  Christ,  which  are  not  exact  quotations 

from  the  N.T.  by  Barnabas^  i.  289,  Irenaeus,  375,  Clement 

of  A.  411 
Bcaliger  (^Jos,)  his  interpretation  of  Lokeii.  2,4.  173;  his 

observations  upon   the  martyrdom  of  Polycarp,  and  the 

martyrs  at  Lyons,  i?.  84 ;  upon  the  Letter  ascribed  to  M. 

Antoninus,  relating  to  the  Thundering  legion,  100 
Scapula  {TertuUus)  when  [consul  at  Rome,  and  proconsul  of 

Africa,  iv.  162  5  how  he  treated  the  Christians,  77,  i6t 
ScMsm  defined,  ii,  233,  note  • 
Scillitan  martyrs,  in  the  time  of  Severus,  iv.  167 
Scott  (Dr.  J.  N.)  quoted,  v.  192 
Scribes,  who  they  were,  i.  69,  70 
JScriplure,  that  word  sometimes  equivalent  to  writing,  or 

treatise,  i.  373,  374,  435  ;  how  it  is  used  for  the  boc^s  of 
.the  Old  and  New  Testament,  iii.  137;  several  sons  of 

scriptures  or  writings,  canonical^  ecclesiastical,  and  apocry- 
phal, 139,  140 
Scriptures,  ancient  Christian  writers  sometimes  quoted  them 

by  memory,  i.  330,  333^  386;  some  heretics  endeavoured 

Xo  corrupt  tbera^  352  -,  general  division  of  them,  636 

TUiB   Sjcbiptuak«. 

•I.  Their  authority,  and  how  respected  by  Clement  of 
Rome,  i.  293,  294,  by  Ignatius,  323^  by  Polycarp,  332, 
333»  by  Justin  M.  343  to  347,  by  Irenaeus,  372,  373, 
by  Theophilus  of  Antioch,  389,  by  Clement  of  A.  405, 
406,  by  TertuUian,  431  i  publicly  read  in  Christian  as- 
leroblies,  and  to  be  read  by  M,  according  to  Justin  M. 
345»349»  Irenaeus,  372,373,  TertnUian,  433,  434,  the 
author  of  the  Testaments  of  the  tweke  patriarchs,  4654 
and  see  Clement  •of  Rome,  293,  and  Polycarp,  328,  333. 
Respect  for  them,  490,  544  $  doctrines  to  be  proved  by 
4hem-oDlf,  544,  ^45  ;  to  be  read  by  »11,  and  tie  reading 
of  them  much  recommended,  ii.  119,  1 24  ;  publicly  read, 
5935  commuted  to  memory,  119,  1205  respect  for  them 
^expressed  by  Novatus,  65,  Commodian,  73,  Anatolius,  78, 
79,  Methodius,  107  5  respect  for  them  by  the  Christians 
in  Africa,  293,  294,  by  Lactantius,  288,  289,  by  the 
Donatkts,  301,  Alexander,  Bp  of  A.  303,  the  Arians,  310^ 
open  to  all  men,  189,  361 ,  the  rule  of  faith,  394.  Scrip- 
tures of  the  New  Testament  which  were  universally  ac- 
knowledged in  the  time  of  £usebius,  and  before,  369,  370, 
37 3'  373  >  ^^^  scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament 
4o  be  read  by  all,  and  respect  for  them  expressed  by  Pam- 
philus,  1 19  to  124,  Eusebius,  394,  Athanasiua,  402,403, 
the  Synopsis,  406,  Cyril,  411,  Epiphanius,  419,  420, 
.DamasiM,  Bp  of  Rome,  465*  by  Basil,  468,  by  others,  475, 
479,  484,  485.  4964  their  popular  style  defended,  by 
Origen,  i.  573,  by  Isidore  of  Pclusium,  iii.  7,  8,  by  Theo- 
doret,  14.  Marks  of  respect  for  them,  and  their  high  au- 
thority in  Jerom,  ii.  566,  567,  and  Augustine*  589,  593  , 
publicly  read^  593  j  exi]ortatioD«  to  read  and  atudy  them 
in  Jerom*  567,  in  CI>rysoetom,  608  (o  610  ^  reading  them 
recommended  by  Pelagius,  631,  Isidore  of  Pelusiym,  iii.  7, 
Theodoret,  it,  Eutbecius,  20;  received  and  quoted  by 
Heretics,  26,  28,  37 

JI.  Thdr  gemerod  tities  itnd  diMsioTis,  i.  636.  ii.  147, 
a  1 9,  2 20*  in  Gregory  Nazianzen,  47 1 ,  in  Gr.  Ny ssen,  475  j 
and  respect  for  them  in  Ephrcm,  484,  485  -,  their  general 
iitlesand  divisions  in  Ambrose,  496,  in  Rudous,  573,  574, 
in  Augustine,  588  to  589,  in  Chrysostom,  608 ;  and  marks  of 
respect  for  them  in  Severian*  620  ^  general  divisions  in  Stil- 
piciui  Severus,  622^  in  Cyril  of  A.  iii.  9,  in  Theodoret^  i». 


Cassian,  17,  Leo,  3$,  Salvian^  36,  Cosmas,  54;  Faafh^ot; 
56,  Junilius^  58  ,:  tokens  of  respect  fiOr  them,  their  inspini- 
tion,  and  general  titles  and  difisions,  in  Gregory  Bp  of 
Rome,  and  the  reading  of  them  recommended  by  him  and 
.several  others,  iii.  71,72.  it.  625,  631.  iii.  7,  12,  20 

III.  Their  genuineness  and  integrity,  11*^93,  594,  602, 
-603 ',  observations  concerning  thf  m  in  Augustine,  596  to 
597  ;  how  the  genuineness  of  books  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment maybe  known,  3725  several  sorts  of  books,  372, 
373;  they  are  occasional  writings,  376  to  379;  some 
j)arl8  obscure,  i.  458,  573  $  a  threefold  sense  of  scripture, 

.  547  5  whether  Christians  were  from  the  beginning  difided 
about  the  books  of  acriplure,  542  -,  their  sufficiency  as  a 
rule  of  faith  and  practice,  ivi.  25,  28,  42,  54^  their  in- 
tegrity, or  that  the  copies  of  the  New  Testament  have  not 
been  corrupted,  ii.  228,  932 ;  translated  into  many  lan- 
guages, 61 1.  See  also  594,  595.  How  disparaged  by  Vin- 
centiusLirinensis,  iii.  24  to  28^  mystical  interpretations  in 
Gregory,  72 

IV.  TAe  Mantckcean -doctrine  concerning  i?tt  scripturei, 
4i.  2e8  ;  they  rejected  the  Old  Testament,  208  fo  210; 
what  Faustus  says  of  St.  Matthew's  ^ospd,  2f  1,  213; 
they  received  the  gospels  and  St.  PauPs  epistles,  215; 
they  received  all  the  books  of  the  New  Testament,  216  to 
218  ;  which  were  publicly  read  by  them,  206 ;  what  they 
said  of  the  books  of  the  New  Testament  being  interpo- 
lated, 218  to  220;  passages  of  Faustus  concerning  that 
matter,  220  to  222;  remarks  upon  them,  223  to  226; 
•they  used  apocryphal  books,  and  what,  227,  228  10  230; 
4hey  did  not  ii^erpola^  the  scriptures,  227,  228.  See 
•yersvms, 

V.  Books,  or  texts  of  serif  ivre,  quoted  or  rtferredto  by 
Cekus,  in  his  %uork  against  the  Christians.  He  appears  to 
have  been  aoqua'mied  with  the  l>ooks  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment, iv.  1 16,  117,  132,  133  ;  he  has  references  to  all  the 
four,  gospels,  which  he  allows  to  have  been  written  1^ 
Christ*s  disciples,  1 15,  1 18, 120,  132,  j 33  ;  and  to  almost 
all  the  facts  recorded  m  the  gospels,  120  to  130;  he  has 
•references  to  the  book  of  the  Acts  of  the  apostles,  i$Q, 
134, 135  ;  and  to  several  of  the  epistles  of  the  New  Tes- 
tament, 1 19,  1 20.  To  be  a  little  more  parlicuiar :  he  refers 
to  the  four  gospels  of  Matthew,  Mark,  Luke,  and  Juha, 
iv.  116  to  118.     He  has  references  to 

Matt.  i.  and  ii.  Luke  i.  and  ii.  p.  1 16,  1 20  to  122 

Matt.  V.  39,  and  Luke  vi.  29,  p.  116 

JJatt.  V.  39.  vi.  26,  28.  Luke  vi.  29,  xii.  24,  27,  p.  1 17 

Matt.  vit.  15.  xxiv.  24.  ^^k  xiii.  22,  p.  117 

Matt.  ix.  13,  p-  117 

Alatt.  xxvi.  39.  Luke  xxiL  21.  John  xiii.  26,  28,  p.  127« 

xxvii.  39  to  44.  John  xix.  28  to  30,  p.  1 27 
Mark  xvi.  50.  John  xx.  10  to  18,  p«  128^  129 
Luke  xv\\\,  9  to  14,  p.  1 17,  i  i3 
John  XX.  II  (o  18,  24  to  29,  p.  129 
a  Cor.  iii.  i9>  p.  1 19 

viii.  4,  10,  i  I,  p.  1^0 

XV.  22,  p.  119.  vcr.  12,  51  to  ^4,  p.  13a 
Gal.  vi.  14,  p.  120 

1  Thess.  iv.  13  to  17,  p.  132 

2  Tim.  ii.  if,  ii>p.  128 

1  Pet.  ii.  15,  19,  20,  p.  120 
I  John  i.  I.  iii.  2.  p-  120. 
Other  testimonies  from  heathens :  See  under  Amelius, 
Hlerocles,  JuUan^  Laertius,  LonginuSy  Porphyry. 
Scriptures  6umt  in  Dioclesian's  persecution,  ii.  293,  294,  and 

256.  iv.  257,  279 
Scriptures  qf  the  Lord,  or  t^e  Lords  Serif  tares,  the  New 
Testament  denoted  by  that  phrase,  i.  35*»372>405-  "• 
45a  ;  so  likewise  Commentaries,  or  Memoirs,  and  Gbspel  of 
the  Lord,  meaning  the  gospels,  i.  421 
Scy4hiany  said  to  be  predecessor  of  Mani,  his  history,  iL  170, 

171.     See  also  140,  141 
Sebasmm,  a  Maoicbee  in  high  offices,  ii.  155 
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Secis  among  the  Jews»*  i.  66  to  71,  t  19 

Sectptdinus,  a  MaoicbaeaD  author^  ii.  155  ;  quoted  178,  188 

SeounduIuSr^  martyr^  i.  578 

SeduUus  (Cctcilius)  bis  time»  works,  and  testimony  to  the 
scriptures,  iii.  3 1  ;  quoted,  ii.  407 

SeduRus  OInoihtr)  his  commentary  upon  St.  Paul's  efistles, 
.  iii.  5^ 

Selden  (John)  his  opinion  concerning  Annas  and  Caiapbas, 
i.  aio 

Senate  of  Rome,  bow  they  adhered  to  the  ancient  rites,  ac- 
cording to  Zoftlmus^  iv.  408  ;  their  petition  to  the  younger 
Valentinian  that  the  altar  of  Victory  might  be  restored, 
456  to  460 ;  the  number  of  Christians  in  die  senate  at  that 
time,  463,  464 

Seneca  (L.  ^.)  the  fhihspher,  his  description  of  cruel  suffer- 
ings and  punishments,  ii.  615,  6x6;  not  alleged  as  a  wit- 
ness to  Christianity,  616    * 

Serapion,  Bishop  of  Antioch,  his  history,  and  testimony  to 
the  New  Testament,    L  414,  415  ;    the    time    of   bis 

-    death,  493 

Serapion,  Bishof  of  ThmuU,  in  Egypt,  his  history,  ii.  145  ;  a 
saying  of  bis,  146;  his  testimony  to  the  New  Testa- 
ment, ibid. 

Set  apis,  the  demolition  of  his  temple  at  Alexandria,  in  the 
year  391 J  V.  469,  470 

Serena,  wife  of  StiiicAo,  how  reflected  upon  by  Zosimus, 
iv.  412 

Sergius  Paulus,  proconsul  of  Cyprus,  i.  19 

Servius,  the  grammarian,  when  he  flourished,  and  taught  at 
Rome,  IV.  496 

Seth,  an  apocryphal  book  quoted  in  the  Imferfecl  Work, 
ill.  65 

SeiAians,  observations  concerning  them,  iv.  647 }  Epipbanius's 
account  of  them,  648 ;  called  themselves  the  descendants 
of  Seth,  ilid-i  from  whom  they  believed  Christ  descended, 
648,  649  J  by  Christ  probably  they  meant  the  Holy  Ghost, 
650;  ascribed  the  creation  to  angels,  649;  what  books 
and  scriptun's  they  received,  651 

Severian,  Bp  of  Gabala,  his  lime,  works,  and  testinoony  to 
the  scriptures,  iu  619,  620 

Severus  improved  the  notions  of  the  Encratites,  i.  354 

Severus  (Sepiu^dus)  emperor,  bis  time,  and  that  for  a  while 
he  was  favourable  to  the  Christians,  iv.  165,  166}  the 
date  of  his  edict  against  the  Christians,  from  Spartian,  1685 
the  severity  and  duration  of  his  persecution,  and  the  suffer- 
ings of  the  Christians  at  that  time,  166  to  170  5  ihcy  un- 
derwent grievous  suflferings  before  the  publication  of  lus 
edict,  169,  301  ;  an  observation  of  fialduinus  upon  his 
reign,  166,  170,  171 

Setter  us  {Alexander)  emperor,  his  lime,  iv.  177  ;  divers  pas- 
sages from  his  life,  written  by  Lampridius,  shewing  his 
regard  to  Jews  and  Christians,  177,  178;  and  see  2955 
his  mother  Mammaea,  said  to  have  been  a  Christian,  179 ; 
he  is  entitled  to  commendation  for  his  moderation,  and  the 
justness  of  his  sentiments,  177,  178 

Sextus,  an  ecclesiastical  writer  of  the  second  century,  i.  413 

Sharhtani,  an  Arabian  author,  ii.  i66 

Sharpe  (Gr,)  quotes  the  Pfdlnsophy  of  Oracles,  as  a  work  of 
Porphyry^  iv.  238 

Sherlock  (T.)  Bp  ff  Londofi,  quoted  with  respect,  ii.  416, 445. 
V.  421 

SitylUne  oracles,  used  hy  Christians,  rejected  by  the  heathens, 
»•  4'^  455;  >»'ben  composed,  450  to  4525  how  quoted 
by  Clement  of  ^Alexandria,  411,  412;  by  Lactantius,  455; 
our  collection  the  same,  in  the  main,  which  was  used  by 
the  ancient  Christian  writers,  455,  4565  their  testimony 
to  divers  t>ooks  of  the  New  Testament,  452  to  4545  not 
esteemed  of  sacred  authority  by  Lactantius,  ii.  290,  291 ; 
owe  their  pretended  prophecies  concerning  our  Saviour  to 
our  evangelists,  iii.  133 

5icam,  or  robbers,  their  character,  i.  78 

Sl£n,  what  sign  the  Jews  required,  i.  74      ' 


Silat,  or  Silvamut,  his  eicellent  diaracter,  iii.  425 

Silvanus,  Bp  of  Gaza,  a  martyr  in  Dioclesian*s  persecution, 
ii.  119 

Simeon,  Bp  of  Jerusalem,  his  martyrdom  in  the  time  of  Tiajan, 
iv.  158 

Simeon  Betk-Arsam,  his  time  and  testimony  to  Theodore 
of  Mopsuestia,  ii.  528;  his  reflections  upon  the  same,  531 

Simon  the  Cyrenian,  that  he  being  transformed  sutftred 
instead  of  our  Saviour,  an  absurd  story,  iv.  538,  539 

Simon  Magus  overcome  by  the  united  prayers  of  Peter  and 
Paul  at  Rome,  in  the  time  of  Nero,  ii.  622.  See  likewioc 
iii.  76 

Simon,  son  of  Oiaras^  one  of  the  Jewish  leaders  in  Jerusalem, 
taken  prisoner,  and  reserved  for  the  triumph,  iii.  525  ;  led 
in  triumph,  at  Rome,  with  other  prisoners,  and  then  put 
to  death,  according  to  Josephup,  527  ;  the  account  of  his 
,  death  in  Josippon,  570  ;  what  Tacitiu  says  of  him  and  the 
other  gen(prals,  613 

Simon  (R.)  his  remarks  concerning  St.  Matthew's  gospel,  said 
to  be  found  in  India,  i.  391 ;  concerning  the  institutions 
of  Clement  of  A.  394 

Simpficius,  his  time  and  works,  and  his  journey  with  divers 
philosophers  into  Persia,  and  return  thence,  iv.  427  to  430 ; 
wrote  a  Commentary  on  the  Enchiridion  of  Epictetus,  47  ; 
his  account  of  Epictetus,  44,  46  j  wrote  against  the  Maoi- 
chees,  ii.  159 

Siricius,  Bp  of  Rome,  ii.  502 

Sisimtius,  Novatian  Bp  at  Constantinople,  ii.  55,  56 

Sisinnius,  disciple  of  Mani,  ii.  144,  180 

Slaves,  their  condition  among  the  Romans,  ii.  431 

Sodnian  writers,  their  character,  v.  388 

Socinus,  his  judgment  on  the  Revelation,  i.  649 

Socrates,  the  ecc/csiaslical historian^  was  not  a  Novatian,  it.  57 ; 
his  fine  passages  concerning  the  Nov^ikms,  and  the  treat- 
ment given  them  by  the  Bps  of  Rome  and  Alexandria, 
ibid,',  concerning  the  persecution,  which  the  Novatians 
endured  from  the  Arians,  in  the  reign  of  Constaniius,  54 ; 
his  passage  concerning  the  Manichees,  140,  141,  234$  his 
observation  concerning  the  appointment  of  festivals,  35 T , 
428  ;  his  account  of  the  divisions  in  the  church,  after  the 
council  of  Nice,  352  ;  an  account  of  his  E^istory,  iii.  92  5 
his  character,  93;  his  respect  for  the  scriptures,  ibid.i 
quoted,  v.  394 

Soldiers,  (The  i^ofRan)'and  the  Jewish  rulers,  a  sermon,  v.  180 

Solomon,  the  book  of  Wisdom  quoted  a4  his  by  Methodius,  ii, 
103  ;  wrote  three  books  in  the  canon,  according  to  Gregory 
Nazianzen,  470 ;  Amphilochius,  473 ;  Gregory  Nysseo, 
4.75;  Ambrose,  493;  Jerom,  540,  548;  Rufinus,  573,; 
Augustine,  578,  580,  and  others,  iii.  ic,  50,  51 

Son  of  God,  the  meaning  of  thai  character,  v.  384  note;  oa 
what  account  Jesus  is  so,  3B2  to  384,  390,  v.  197  to  ioo». 
322,  iv.  678  note  * ;  not  because  he  is  of  the  same  essence 
or  substance  with  the  Father,  v.  200 ;  equivalent  with 
Messiah,  380,  381,  200;  Jesus  the  son  of  God,  a 
sermon,  197 

Son  of  man,  why  our  Saviour  is  so  called,  v.  193  to  195$ 
Jesus  the  Son  of  man,  a  sermon,  19a 

Sopater,  a  philosopher  in  the  time  of  Constantine,  his  history 
and  works,  from  Eurnpius,  iv.  381,  382, 405 

Sophromus,  his  time  and  writings,  ii.525,  526 

Soter,  Bp  of  Rome,  i.  291  ;  an  excellent  custom  of  that 
church  in  his  time,  438 

SwI,  some  of  opinion  that  it  died  with  the  body,  and  would 
be  raised  with  it,  i.  524.  Transmigration  of  souls  lield  by 
the  Manichees,  ii.  198  ;  who  also  said,  that  Christ  can>e  to 
save  souls,  not  bodies,  ihid ;  two  souls  in  man,  according 
to  them,  195  ;  how  they  return  to  heaven,  198 

Sosiomen,  not  a  Novatian,  ii.  57  ;  a  fine  passage  of  his  cod* 
cerning  a  law  of  Constantine  against  heretics,  53,  54 ;  aa. 
account  of  his  Ecclesiastical  Historpr,  iii.  93  i  hi$  charee* 

*    tcr  and  reipect  for  the  scriptures,  itsd, 

Spanhiim,  {Fr.)  quoted  and  commended,  iii.  328*  iv.  189 
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Sfartian,  bU  teitimooj  to  the  peivecotiOQ  of  Sevenis,  iv.  i68 1 
a  story  told  by  him,  of  Caracalla,  when  joong,  i66 

Spirit,  several  acceptations  of  that  word  in  scripture,  v.  39  j  to 
to  401,  47a,  473 

Spirit,  {The  Holy)  said  by  Eusebins  to  be  made  by  the  Son,ii. 
366 ;  according  to  Victorinus  may  be  styled  the  Mother  of 
Jesus,  ii.  454;  this  word  often  signifies  a  gift,  i.  586, 619 ; 
it  479  \  sometimes  good  things  in  general,  ▼.  ai6.  An  ex- 
plication of  those  words,  the  Spirit,  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  the 
Spirit  of  God,  as  used  in  the  scriptures,  v.  395  to  422.  A 
Letter  on  the  Personality  of  the  Spirit,  47a,  473.  Re- 
marks on  Dr.  Ward*8  assertion  that  (he  Holy  Ghost  in  tlae 
New  Testament  denotes  both  a  person,  and  a  pdwer,  493, 
494.    See  Trinity, 

Gifts  of  the  Spirit,  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  iii.  73  ;  how 
general  they  were  in  the  times  of  the  apostles,  v.  414,  415. 
Exhortations  to  those  who  were  favoured  with  such  gifts, 

Spoih  of  the  temple  delivered  to  Titus,  iii.  523  ;  carried  in 
triumph  at  Rome,  527  ;  how  long  preserved,  ilnJ. ;  what 
Josippon  says  of  these,  569,  570 ;  what  the  Talmudists 
say  of  their  being  carried  to  Rome  by  Titus,  559 

Sprat,  (Bp)  quoted,  v.  3331 

Spurious,  the  meaning  of  that  word  when  ap^ied  to  books, 

ii.  37a>37S 
Spyridion,  Bp  in  Cyprus,  11.  44a 
Stairs,  leading  from  the  temple  to  the  castle  at  Jerusalem,  i. 

57.  58 
Stephen,  (St,)  his  death  not  legal,  but  tumultuous,  i.  33»  35  ; 

the  time  of  it,  54,  iii.  25  a,  a54 ;  how  long  the  persecution 

lasted  which  began  at  bis  death,  iii.  255,  i.  54 
Stephen,  Bf  of  Laodicea,  his  history,  ii.  79 
Stichomeirtes,  a  description  of  them,  iii.  47  ;  the  stichometry 

of  Nicephorus,  47,  48 ;   a  stichometry  from   Cotelerius, 

49 ;  another  from  the  same,  50 
Stilicho,  his  preferments  and  death,  iv.  411 
Stoic  principles,  a  general  account  of  them,  iv.  47 
Strangers  among  the  Israelites,  who  they  were,  v.  488  to  490, 

491,  497  ;  the  same  as  proselytes,  491 
Straiegius,  respected  and  employed  1^  Constantino,  H.  161 ; 

and  Constantius,  iv.  373 
Subintroduccd  women,  i.  622,  ▼.  440  to  443 
Subscriptions,  imposing  subscription  of  speculative  articles, 

condemned,  ii.  35a  to  355 
Suetonius,  his  time  and  works,  iii.  618;  what  he  says  of 

Chrestus,  aiul  of  Claudius  expelling  the  Jews  from  Rome, 

i.135,   iii.    618;    and    of  Tibcrius's    treatment   of   the 

Jews,   L  63  ;    his  testimony  to  Nero's  persecution  of  the 

Christians,  iii.  618,  619;  to  the  Jewish  war,  and  to  the 

desolation  of  Judea  by  Vespasian  and  Titus,  620.  And  see 

532;  to  Domitian's   persecution,  621;  the  sum    of  his 

testimony,  62a 
Suffitrings,  the  greatness  of  Christ  in  his  last  siifferings,  a 

sermon,  v.  i6j  ;  Divine  testimonies  given  in  his  last  suf* 

ferings,  a  sermon,  175 
Suicide  practised  by  the  Jews,  that  they  might  not  eome 

alive  into  the  hands  of  the  Romans,  iii.  4^»  5^9*^  5*^  563- 
Suidas,  his  time,  and  a  passage  from  him  concerning  St.  John, 

ii.608  $  passages  concerning  Augustus's  Caesar's  Census,  i. 

»37>  138 

Sulpicius  Severus,  his  time,  and  works,  ii.  621  ;  his  charac- 
ter, ibid,  i  his  account  of  Nero's  persecution  of  the 
Christians,  iii.  612  ;  his  history  of  Priscillian  and  his  foU 
lowers,  ii.  498  to  ^01  ;  did  not  approve,  that  civil  penal- 
ties should  be  indicted  upon  bnoneous  Christians,  511  ; 
his  testitnony  to  the  scriptures,  i4.  6»2  5  scleet  passages 
from  him,  and  that  he  condemned  aH  persecution,  622> 
to  624 

Son  and  Moon,  the  Manichsean  nodonof  them,  ii.  rSdt ;  made 
oi  pure  celestial  substance,  193 ;  vessels  of  passage  for 
aouU  from  heaven  to  earthy  198 


Susanna,  the  book  so  called,  i.  5  ry,  556 

Sykes^  A,  -^.quoted,  iii.  418,  v.  392,  426 

SylUeus,  chief  minister  to  Obodas  king  of  Arabia,     tbe  dijf^ 

ference  between  him  and  Herod,  i.  149,  152,  191 
Symmachus,  author  of  a  Greek  version  o^  the  Old  Teataoient, 
,  his  Iflstory  and  character,  and  works,  i.  446  to  44^ 
Symmachus,  a  heathen,  his  preferments,  works,  anchebarar- 

tcr,  iv.  465,  466  ;'  and  see  also  455,  456 
Symphosius,  a  Priscillianist  bishop,  ii.  509 
Sympronian,  a  learned  No^attan,  ii.  50 
Synagogue,  the  worship  there,  i.  114;  the  Jews  whipped 

men  in  their  synagogues,  25 
Synesius,  Bp  of  Ptolemais,  a  great  admirer  of  Hypatia,  iv.  427 
Synopsis  of'  sacred  scripture,  kscribed  to  Athanasius,  but  ooS 

his,  i.  472,  ii.  403  ;  mentioned  again,  i.  371 ;  extracts  ooi 

of  it,  ii.  403  to  406 ;  another  Synopsh  of  Chrysostom^  iii. 

600  to  602 
Syria,  the  gceat  authority  of  the  president  oi  that  provinoe,  1. 

178,  179 
Syrian  Christians,  their  caium  of  tbe  scriptures  of  tbe  New 

Testament,  iii.  488,  490  1  their  venions  of  (he  New  Tes- 
tament, 489,  490 
Syrianus,  president  in  the  school  of  philosophy  at  Athens, 

and  predecessor  of  Produs,  iv.  418,  421 


Tacitus,  (Cornelius)  his  time  and  works,  iii,  610  5  his  account 
of  Nero's  persecuting  the  Christians,  i.  107,  iii.  611  ;  his 
testimony  to  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  by  Vespasian  and 
Titus,  613, 614 

Talmud,  the  several  acceptations  of  that  word,  Hi.  547  r 
times  of  the  Jerusalem  and  Babylonian  Talmuds,  548  j 
extracts  from  both,  concerning  the  nativity  of  Jesus,  553  j. 
concerning  our  Xord's  journey  into  Eg)pt,  553  to  555  f 
concerning  his  disciples,  555  ;  concerning  James  in  parti* 
cular,  154;  concerning  his  last  sufferings,  556  to  5^7; 
concerning  the  power  of  miracles  in  Jesus  and  his  d/jr/pfes, 
558;  and  see  553,  554;  concerning  the  d^sfrtiction  of 
Jerusalem  and  the  temple  by  Vespasian  and  Txtos,  55 9 

to  560 

Tarsus,  what  privileges  it  enjoyed,  i.  1 23,  1 24 

Talian,  his  time,  i.  353  ;  his  principles,  iiid,  •  his  Harmony 
of  the  Four  (Jospels,  354 ;  what  Theodoret  says  of  it,  ibid, ; 
a  commentary  upon  it,  by  Kpbrem,  ibid. ;  received  the 
epistle  to  Titus  and  other  epistles  of  St.  Paul,  355 ;  re- 
ferences to  the  New  Testament  in  bi«  book  against  (he 
Gentiles,  354,  355  ;  wrote  a  book  of  difBcult  questions  for 
explaining  the  scriptures,  445  ;  his  Harmony  still  extant,. 
506 ;  extracts  out  of  it,  508  to  5 1 1 

Temple  at  Jerusalem,  limits  presented  to  foreigners,  i.  39,. 
46;  its  governors,  21 ;  captain  of  the  temple,  26,  58, 59; 
whert  taken  by  Pompey,  iii.  492  ;  when  destro>'ed  by 
Titus,  496,  518,  525  ;  its  magniiicence  and  great  riches,. 
492,  493,  518,519,  525,  614;  how  rebuilt  after  there- 
turn  from  the  Babylonian  captivity,  584,  585 ;  forfy-siit 
years  in  building,  i.  130,  131,  205,  206  ;  the  times  of  the 
duration  of  the  two  temples,  that  built  by  Solomon^  and 
that  built  after  the  return  from  Babylon,  iii. 586 

The  Temple  of  Onias  in  £^^p/,.  demolished  by  orders  fronr 
Vespasian,  iii.  528 

The  Temple  of  Peace,  erected  at  Rome  by  order  of  Vespasian^ 
after  tne  conquest  of  Judea,.  iii.  5  27 

Terebinth :  See  Buddas 

Tertullian,  his  fether's  oiBce,  i.  4r6 1  brs  time,  417, 418  ;- 
his  charactei:,  416;  wJiether  he  was  once  a  heathen,  416 ;« 
tho  causes  of  ht»Montanism,  418  ;  ascribes  the  survey  at 
our  Saviour's  birth  to  Satorninns,  i.  178^  187  ;  committed 
great  mistakes  in  history,  178,  188;  his  remarks  upoA 
Trajan'a  rescript^    iii.  29,  31$    his  pathetic  address   Xo- 
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Scapob,  proconsol  of  Afrioi,  77  ;  the  time  of  it, 
iv.  165,  lOS;  his  acoouQts  of  the  diflRsreot  bebarioor  of 
goreroon  of  provlnceg  to  the  Christians,  163  ;  the  time  of 
his  apologjr,  169,  301 ;  how  be  treaU  the  catholics,  i. 
418 ;  asserts  haman  liberty,  iv.  667 ;  bis  testimooies  to 
the  books  of  the  New  Testament,  i.  419  to  436 ;  speaks 
of  the  heresies  in  the  times  of  the  apostles  as  only  two, 
those  of  the  Docets  and  Ebionites,  i v.  512  $  his  accounts 
of  the  Heretics,  Apelles,  639,  &c*  Hermogenes,  665  to 
668;  Leocius,  626,  629 ;  Marcion,  589;  several  quota- 
tions, 602  to  604,  &c.  and  Praxeas,  676  to  680  ;  shews 
that  the  principal  doctrines  of  the  gospel  remain  certain  in 
Mircion*s  gospel,  522  j  quoted,  v.  426.  And  see  the  con- 
tents  of  his  chapter,  i.  460.  Additions  to  Tertuilian,  quoted, 
iv.66a 

Terluilus  endeavoured  to  impose  upon  Pelix,  i.  39 

Testament^  the  meaning  of  that  word,  and  Old  and  New  Tes* 
tament,  a  common  division  of  sacred  canonical  l)ooks,  iii. 
140;  instead  of  which  Latin  authors  sometimes  use  the 
word  instrument^  ihid, 

Tbe  Old  Testament.  See  Catalogues,  and  the  Canon  vf  the 
OU  Testament,  The  canonical  b(x>ksof  the  OU  Testament 
written  in  Hebrew,  i.  517,  556  ;  how  quoted  by  the  apos- 
tles and  evangelists,  ii.  551,  552,  564,568,  569;  how 
canonical  and  apocryphal  books  of  the  Old  Testament  are 
quoted  in  the  Imperfect  fVork,  iii.  65.  Order  of  the  books 
of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  in  the  Alexandrian  MSS. 
45  I  in  the  Stkhoroetry  of  Nicephorus,  47^  48  >  and  other 
ttichometries,  49,  50.  "The  Old  Testament  rejected  by  the 
Marcionitesy  iv.  608  to  61 1 

Tub  New  Testament  consisted  of  two  codes  or  collections, 
called  gospels  and  epistles  ;  or  gospels,  and  apostles,  in  tbe 
time  of  Ignatius,  i.  322;  iu  the  time  of  TertuUian, 
431  to  433  ;  the  Acts  being  in  the  latter  division,  432, 
433  »  so  likewise  in  the  time  of  Cyprian,  ii.  28,  29.  All 
the  books  of  the  New  Testament  written  in  Greek  except 
St.  Matthew's  gospel,  ii.  551,  569  ;  their  integrity  asserted 
by  Tertullian,  i.  430 ;  and  their  inspiration  by  the  same. 

The  Order  of  the  books  of  the  New  Testament,  ii. 
488,  iii.  453  to  458  J  that  they  were  early  known,  459  to 
465  5  that  none  of  them  have  been  lost,  465  to  470 ;  their 
order  in  Tertullian,  i.  433  ;  in  Origen,  ^3*  5  in  Eusebius, 
ii.  369,  370  ;  in  Athanasius,  11.  400 ;  in  the  Synopsis  as- 
scribed  to  him,  403,  404 ;  in  Cyril,  409  i  in  the  council 
of  Laodtcea,4i4,4i5;  in  Epiphanius,  417;  in  Gregory 
Naxianzen,  470;  in  Amphilocbius,  473;  in  Ebedjrsu, 
488;  in  James  of  Edessa,  itid.^  in  Philaster,  522,  5235 
in  Jerom,  548,  549,  567  ;  in  Bofinos,  573 ;  in  the  coun- 
cil of  Carthage,  574,  575  ^  in  Augustine,  578,  579,  588, 
589;  inChrysostom,  6of,  602  j  in  divert  authors,  620, 

628,  ^lii.  29.  39>4i.42,46,47M9>58,59»6c)»6»>74*  75> 
77,  80,91  ;  see  Canon 

The  part  of  the  New  Testament  received  by  Marcion, 
iv.  6ii|6i2$  his  alterations  in  the  New  Testament,  609, 
611  to  616 

Jn-the  testament,  an  ezprejsion  equivalent  to  canonical,  i. 
393  »*"-52,  79>8o,9i 

Testauents  of  the  txvelue patriarchs,  thfir  time,  and  the  cha- 
racter ot  tbe  author,  i.  456,457,  iii.  484;  their  testi- 
mony to  the  books  of  the  New  Testament,  i.  4 J9  to  465  5 
how  quoted  by  Origen,  4  59. 

Tetropia  of  Origen,  some  account  of,  i.  447 

Thaiitis,  a  Syrian  author,  his  time,  and  whether  he  has  men- 
tioned the  darkness  at  the  time  of  our  Saviour's  passion,  I. 
515.  iii.  66, 6y  -,  not  quoted  by  Grotins,  or  Dr.  Clarke,  6y 

X^mus,  an  Egyptian  pUot,  a  story  concerning  him  in  Plu 
tarch,  iii.  606,  607 

Themison,  a  Montanitt,  i.  480 

Th^miitius,  ptiUifpber  <md  senator,  bis  time,  writings,  and 
character,  iv .  3  $<>»  S  S  i }  his  account  of  M.  Antooinus*s  vic- 
tory ioGcnnany,  103  -,  extracts  out  of  bis  oration  to  Jo- 


vian, comnoiendlng  that  emperor  for  bis  modeiiatioo  in 
things  of  religion,  351,  352 ;  out  of  his  oration  to  Valens, 
to  the  like  purpose,  358 ;  how  he  quotes  scripture,  3^1 

Theoctetus  or  Theocttstus,  Bp  of  Caesarea,  an  admirer  of  Oti- 
gcn,  i.  493,  494  5  ordains  him,  52a 

Theodore,  Bp  of  Heradea  in  Thrace,  ii.  320 

Theodore,  Bp  of  Mopsuestia,  his  time,  ii.  526;  his  works, 
particiUarly  his  commentaries  upon  the  scriptnres,  ^27  to 
528 ;  a  fragment  concerning  the  fotir  gospels,  with  re- 
marks, 529  ;  was  a  great  preacher,  530 ;  retlectiont  upon 
him  after  his  death,  530  to  531  s  two  select  passages  from 
him,  ibid. 

Theodorei,  his  account  of  Tatian*s  Harmony,  i.  354;  his  works, 
and  testimony  to  the  scriptures,  iii.  9  to  12;  texts  ex- 
plained by  him,  13  ;  select  passages  from  him,  1310  15; 
an  account,  of  his  Ecclesiastical  Hblorp,  93  ;  reduced 
heresies  of  the  two  first  centuries  to  two  kinds,  iv.  511  f 
bis  account  of  the  Heretics,  Adamians,  576  i  censured,  577  ; 
of  Artemon,658  ;  of  the  Carpocratians,  557, 559,  561  i 
Cerdon,  587  ;  Ccrinthus,  567  ;  Elcesaites,  685, 686, 689 ; 
Hermogenes,  664 ;  Marcosians,  579 ;  Marcionites,  611; 
Ophians,  655;  Prodicus,  573;  censored,  itid,-,  quoted, 
v.  427 

TheodoruSf  about  whom  heathen  people  had  a  consultation 
in  the  time  of  Valens,  iv.  449 

Theodosfus,  an  Arian  Bp  at  Philadelphia,  said  by  sooie  to 
have  been  tbe  chief  conductor  of  the  council  of  Laodicea, 
ii.  415 

Theodosius  the  first,  a  law  of  his  against  Arians  and  others^ 
ii.  473,  474 ;  bow  reflected  upon  by  2^imus,  iv.  406 

I'heodotion,  bis  Greek  version  of  the  Old  Testament  quoted 
by  Irenseus,  i.  364 

Theodotus,  reckoned  a  Montanist,i.  491 

Theodotus  the  Banker,  i.  486,  iv.  662  :  supposed  to  be  the 
author  of  the  sect  of  the  Melchisedecbiant,  ihid.^  who 
are  said  to  have  thought  Melchisedec  to  be  a  greater  power 
than  Christ,  663 

Theodotus,  of  Byzantium,  the  Tanner,  i.  486,  487;  his  time 
and  opinions,  iv.  659 ;  accused  of  drying  Christ  in  a 
time  of  persecution,  650  10651  ;  received  the  scripttires 
of  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  661 ;  there  were  several 
of  the  same  name  in  the  second  century,  662 

Theodotus,  a  Valeniinian,  iv.  662 

Theodotus,  Bp  of  Laodicea,  to  whom  Eusebius  inscribed  his 
Evangelical  preparation ;  his  eminence,  and  principles^ 
ii.  80 

TAtf(>gitoi/i^  of  Alexandria,  his  history,  character  and  work, 
ii.  80  to  82  ;  his  testimony  to  the  scriptures,  86  ;  received 
the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  87 

Theonas,  Bp  of  Alexandria,  bis  history,  and  testioKNiy  to  the 
scriptures,  ii.  83,  84 

Theopejnptus,  Novatian  Bp  at;  Alexandria,  ill-treated  by 
Cyril,  ii.  57 

Theophilus,  to  whom  St.  Luke  wrote,  who  be  was,  iii. 
87,  203 

Theophilus,  Bp  of  Alexandria,  his  character,  and  conduct 
towards  some'of  the  most  intelligent  monks  in  £gypt,  ii*  - 
536  to  538;  his  character  in  Zosimus,  iv.  41  oj   from 
others,  473 

Theophilus,  Bp  ofAntioch,  his  time  and  works,  particularljr 
bis  remaining  books  to  Autolycus,  i.  383,  384;  tbe  Com- 
mentary upon  tbe  gospeU  doubtful,  iltd,  -,  bis  testimony 
to  tbe  books  of  tbe  New  Testament,  388,  389 

Theophilus,  Bp  of  Ccesarea,  wrote  in  the  controversy  about 
the  time  of  keeping  Easter,  i.  446 

Theophylact,  his  opinion  concerning  the  occasion  of  writing 
St.  Mark*8  gospel,  i.  395 ;  and  the  time  of  writing  St. 
Matthew's  gospel,  ii.  388  ;  quoted,  407  ;  his  tinne,  works, 
and  testimony  to  the  scriptures,  iti.  85  to  89 

Theotecnus,  Bp  of  CcBsarea,  ordained  Anatolius,  who  was 
afterwards  Bp  of  Laodicea,  ii.  77 ;  mentioned  again,  1 18 

TheoUcnus,  an  impostor  at  Antioch,  and  curator  in  that  c^y. 
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and  a  bitter  enemy  to  the  Christians^  io  the  time  of  Dio- 
clesian's  persecution,  iv,  a86 

ThessaknianSf  {The  two  epislles  H  the)  when  and  where 
written,  iii.  285,  286 

Theudos,  bis  design  overthrown,  i.  161 ;  a  difficulty  relating 
to  him  considered,  221  to  225 

Thomas,  see  Gospel, 

Thomas,  (The  Apostle)  a  sermon,  v.  1R7 

The  Thundering  Legion,  stfc   Antoninus  (M.) 

Tiberian,  his  Letter  to  Trajan  not  genuine,  iv.  30 

Tiberian,  a  Priscillianist  writer,  ii.  497 

Tiberius,  two  computations  of  his  reign,  i.  194  to  197  ;  ob- 
jections against  that  supposition  considered,  198  to  aoi  ; 
the  date  of  the  tirst  computation,  200,  201  ;  a  dilatory 
prince,  203,  205 ;  what  knowledge  he  had  of  Jesus 
Christ,  iii.  599  to  606 

Tiberius  Alexander,  his  moderation  toward  the  Jews  at 
Alexandria,  i*  102 

TicAonius,  a  Donatist  writer,  ii.  300 

TilUmont,  (L.)  censured,  ii.  354;  his  character  of  Ease- 
biu8*s  Ecclesiastical  History,  359}.  his  opinion  of  the 
Constitutions,  423  ;  his  character  of  Apollinarius,  463  ; 
quoted,  507,  note,  and  oftentimes  elsewhere.  His  obser* 
vatioQs,  upon  the  testimony  of  Josephus  to  the  destruction 
of  Jerusalem,  iii.  530  ;  upon  his  paragraph  relating  to  our 
Saviour,  540 ;  his  remark  upon  the  rescript  of  Trajan, 
iv.  30;  his  observations  upon  Phlegon,  66  i  and  upon 
Marcus  Antoninus's  treatment  of  the  Christians,  79,  93 

Tiliotson,  (Abp.)  His  observations  upon  the  testimony  of 
Josephus  to  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  iii.  530 

Timothy,  apostle  in  a  lower  sense,  iii.  37 ;  an  objection 
against  St.  PnuPs  second  epistle  to  him,  i.  558 ;  be  was 
left  at  Ephesus  by  Paul  in  his  way  to  Jerusalem,  iii.  304 ; 
vras  with  Paul  at  Rome,  307,  308;  the  first  episle  to 
him,  when  and  where  written,  292  to  294 ;  the  second 
epistle  when  and  where  written,  303  to  321 

Title,  wriitrn  upon  our  Saviour's  cross,  i.  87 

Titus,  {The  epistle  to)  when  and  where  written,  iii.  294  to  296  ; 
that  he  was  converted  from  idolatry  to  Chrltlianity,  401 

Tttus,  his  remarkable  speech  to  the  chief  leaders  of  the 
people  at  Jerusalem,  iii.  502  ;  his  good  character  from 
Josephus  and  heathen  writers,  512;  unwilling  that' the 
temple  should  be  destroyed,  518;  proclaimed  emperor  by 
the  Roman  soldiers  after  taking  the  temple,  522;  his 
treatment  of  John  and  Simon,  523,  525  ;  his  journey 
from  Judea  to  Rome,  526 ;  his  arch  at  Rome,  527,  533, 
573 ;  did  not  refuse  to  be  crowned  for  the  conquest  of 
Judea,  538;  an  inscription  to  his  honour,  ibid,;  aspersed 
by  the  Jewish  rabbins  and  Talmudical  writers,  559,  573  ; 
commended  by  Josippon,  573 

T^tus,  Bp  of  Boitra  in  Arabia,  author  of  a  treatise  against 
the  Manichees,  and  other  works,  ii.  146;  modern  cen- 
sures of  his  principles,  147;  bis  testimony  to  the  scrip- 
tures, ibid,  i  he  exaggerates  in  some  things  said  by  him  of 
the  Manichees,  218  ;  how  Titus  was  used  by  the  emperor 
Julian,  147 

Tobit,  how  quoted  by  Origen,  i.  556 ;  by  Commodian,  ii.  73  ; 
not  received  as  a  canonical  book  by  Jerom,  540,  541,  542; 
nor  by  Rufinus,  573  ;  nor  Chrysostom,  601 

ToiJoth  Jeschu  quoted,  iii.  553  ;  quoted  again,  and  the  cha- 
racter of  that  work,  574,  note  ^ 

Toledo,  a  council  there  in  the  cause  of  the  Priscillianislt, 
ii.  500,  509 

T'oUius,  (J.)  quoted,  iii.  338 

Tongue,  the  difficulty  of  governing,  a  sermon,  v.  147 

Tostatusj  {Alphonsus)  quoted,  v.  499 

Traitors  of  the  script ur^s  and  sacred  vessels,  in  Dioclesians 
persecution,  ii.  293,  294 

Trajan,  his  Rescript  to  Pliny  concerning  the  Christians,  iv.  15  ; 
rehearsed,  with  notes  and  observation*,  29,  30  j  Eu'»cbius*s 
account    of  the   persecution  in    his  reign,  15  ;    whether 

.    Trajao  did,  by  an  edict,  put  an  end  to  the  persecution,  50; 


his  character,  37,  38 ;  was  worshipped  as  a  god  in  his 
lifetime,  21 ;  his  edict  against  the  Christians  was  in  force, 
as  long  as  heathenism  subsisted  in  the  empire,  34,  52, 
19^  300,  301 

Transmgration  of  souls  held  by  the  Manichees,  ii.  197, 198; 

•    and  Marcionites,  iv.  628,  629 

Transubstantiation  not  countenanced  in  the  Imperfect  JFork, 
iii.  67 

Travels  of  the  apostles,  an  account  of  that  apocryphal  book, 
ii.  230 

Tribes^  the  twelve,  in  being  in  the  tiroes  of  the  apostles,  i.  61 

Tribonian,  his  eminence;  but  hia  Christianity  doubtfiil, 
iv.  497 

Trinity,  the  Manicheei  believed  a  consubstantial  Trinity, 
ii.  188 ;  see  also  177  ;  on  account  of  that  doctrine  heathens 
supposed  that  Christians  held  a  plurality  of  gods,  399; 
not  made  known  to  the  Jews,  ii.  13 

Two  Schemes  of  a  Trinity  consider^,  and  the  Divine 
Unity  asserted,  in  Four  Discourses  on  Phil.  ii.  5  toi  i,  vol.  ▼. 
309  to  331  ;  the  Scheme  commonly  received,  311,  312  ; 
the  distinction  of  persons,  310,  3ir  ;  difficult  to  apply  the 
commonly  received  opinion  concerning  Christ  te  this  text, 
312;  the  Arian  Scheme,  3 1 2  to  3 1 5  •,  objections  to  it,  3 15 
to  3  T  6 ;  the  Nazardean,  or  Unitarian  doctrine  of  one  God  the 
Father  according  to  the  New  Testament,  3 18  to  324 ;  our 
blessed  Saviour  was  a  man  with  a  reasonable  soul  and 
human  body,  born  of  a  virgin,  conceived  by  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  especially  favoured  of  God,  320  to  323  |  the 
Holy  Spirit,  God  himself,  or  his  power,  gif^,  influence,  or 
manifestation,  323,  324 ;  the  Text  explained,  326  to  32^; 
application  of  the  subject,  329  to  33 1 

Trophimus,  when  Icfl  by  Paul  at  Miletus,  iii.  307 

Tryphon,  a  Christian  writer,  and  a  scholar  of  Origen,  L  581 
,  Turbo,  disciple  qf  Mani,  his  history,  ii.  144 

Turibius,  Bp  of  Astorga,  in  Spain,  ii.  51a 

Turkestan,  where  situated,  ii.  166,  167 

Turner,  (R,)  his  account  of  the  Sibylline  oracles,  i.  450^ 
quoted  and  comniended,  1.  612,  note<^;  his  judgment 
concerning  the  Constitutions,  ii.  422 ;  his  work  against 
them,  427  ;  quoted  again,  375,  note*';  and  427,432; 

Trvells,  (Dr.)  a    remark  of   his  examined,  i.  483,  484; 

quoted,  484,  642,  645,  647,  and  elsewhere. 
Tyrannio,  Bp  of  Tyre,  and  martyr  in  Dioclesian's  persaco* 

tion,  i.  100 


Falens,  deacon  at  £lia,  his  excellent  character  and  martyr- 
dom, ii.  119 
.  VaUntiniaM,  emperor,  his  moderation  in  things  of  religion  com- 
mended by  Ammianus,  i v.  378,  441 

Falentinians,  used  St.  Luke*s  gospel,  i.  367  ;  received  all  the 
books  of  the  New  Testament,  iii.  132,  461,462;  argued 
from  the  several  parts  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament, 
ii-  373  ;  said  to  have  composed  a  new  gospel,  376,  377  ; 
and  to  have  corrupteti  the  scriptures,  430,  563  ;  Hippo- 
lytus  and  others  wrote  against  them,  496 ;  as  did  Pro- 
culus,  580 

Valerian,  emperor,  his  time  and  character,  iv.  194;  kind  to 
the  Christians  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  195  ;  his  per- 
secution of  the  Christians,  i.  610  ;  general  accounts  of  it 
from  seveial  writers  and  bow  long  it  laited,  iv.  194;  an 
account  of  his  persecution  from  Dionysius,  Bp  of  Alex- 
andria, 194  to  196;  from  Cyprian,  Bp  of  Canhage,  who 
also  suffered  martyrdom  in  that  persecution,  197  to  199 ; 
his  son  Galiienus  by  edict  gave  peace  to  the  churches^ 
196 

Valesians,  an  obscure  sect,  i.  587 

Vandale,  {A,)  his  judgment  upon  a  work  ascribed  to  Foi^ 
phyry,  iv.  241 

Variety  of  opinions,  00  just  objection  against  the  truth  oa' 
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Christianity,  but  in  the  event  serviceable  to  the  interest  of 
truth,  as  has  been  observed  by  Origen,  Augustine,  and 
Clement  of  Alexandria,  ii.  236,  237;  iv.  527  to  529 

Kirus^  (QuhiHiius)  when  he  came  president  into  Syria, 
i.  187 

Fegeiius,  his  account  of  the  military  oath  in  hb  time, 
Tv.  380 

Fenemoj  (H,)  iii.  342 

FerceUt,  an  ancient  Latin  version  of  tlie  gospels  there, 
ii.  448 

Verres,  fTctior  of  Sicily,  steals  images  of  the  gods,  i.  95;  his 
government  unrighteous  and  infamous,  103 

Versions  of  the  Scnpture,  (Greek)  of  the  Old  Testament,  i. 
446  ;  ii.  474  ;  a  Latin  version  of  the  New  Testament  in 
Tertullian*s  time,  i.  434  -,  the  ancient  I^atin  version,  and 
that  made  by  Jerom,  ii.  C94;  iii.  18,  60,  72 ;  the  scrip- 
ture said  by  Augustine  to  have  been  translated  into  many 
languages,  594;  and  by  Chrysostom,  611;  and  Theo- 
doret,  14  ;  See  Latin  translation  of  the  Old  Testament. 

Vespasian,  appointed  general  in  the  Jewish  war  by  Nero, 
iii.  508 ;  proclaimed  emperor  in  Judea  and  at  Alexandria, 

5 1 1,  .51 2;  miracles  ascribed  to  him,  but  not  really  such, 

512,  513  >  his  treatment  of  Sabinus  and  £pponnina,  with 
remarlcs,  513;  bis  good  character,  512,  and  see  508, 
note* 

Vestal  virgins,  their  number,  ofHce,  and  privileges,  iv.  463 

Vettius  Epagathus,  a  martyr  at  Lyons,  iv.  83 

Victor  ofAntioch,  his  Commentary  upon  St.  Mark's  gospel, 
ii.  625,  626 

Victor  of  Capua,  his  time  pnd  character,  i.  327;  what  he 
writes  of  Tntian's  harmony,  354 

Victor,  Bp  of  Rome,  i.  445 

Victor  Tununensis,  his  story,  that  the  gospels  were  corrected 
in  the  time  of  Anastasius,  considered,  iii.  Gy^  68 

Victorinus,  (CM.)  his  history,  particularly  his  conversion 
from  heathenism  to  Christianity,  the  character  of  his 
writings,  and  his  testimony  to  the  scriptures,  ii.  453,  454 

Vincenthis  Lirinensis,  his  character  of  TcrtuUian  and  Origen, 
i.  417;  his  works  and  time,  and  testimony  to  the  scrip- 
tures, with  remarks,  iii.  23  to  29;  and  see  tke  contents  of 
Ms  chapter^  23 

Virtue  recommended  under  the  similitude  of  white  raiment, 
a  sermon,  v.  242 

Vitellius,  /^resident  of  Syria,  dlsplaceth  Filatc  and  Caiapbas, 
i.  49,  79,  202  ;  his  expedition  to  the  Euphrates.  53,  203  ; 
at  the  request  of  the  Jews  forbids  his  forces  to  pass  through 
Judea,  53,  98,  202  ;  puts  the  keeping  of  the  high  priest's 
vestment  into  the  hands  of  the  Jews,  and  does  divers  other 
things  at  Jerusalem,  202,  203  ;  see  likewise  50,  53,  100 

Vitellius,  a  Donatist  writer,  with  a  rennirk  to  the  advantage 
of  their  authors,  ii.  300 

^i/riw^a  (C.)  quoted,  iii*  444,  451,  452  ;  iv.  532;  his  judg- 
ment concerning  the  passage  in  Josepbus  relating  to  Jesus 
Christ,  iii.  542 

Fives,  Ludovicus,  his  character  of  Jerom,  ii.  539 

Ulphilas,  Bp  of  the  Goths,  his  eminence  and  usefulness  to 

that  people,  ii.  321 
Ulpian,  (D.)  his  Time,  iv.i79;  ^**  character,  ihui,-,  his 
dcscripiiiMi  of  the  power  of  the  presidents,  and  the  power 
of  the  sword,  i.  42  ;  in  his  book  of  the  Duty  of  a  Procon- 
stil  he  made  a  collection  of  Imperial  edicts  against  the 
Christians,  ii.  68,  iv.  1795  fragments  of  his  work,  in  the 
Pandects,  180 
Unitarians,  A rchelaus  said  to  speak  like  one,  ii.  138;  Uni- 
tarian Christians  called  Jews,  i,  626  ;  their  sentiments  de- 
fended from  scripture  by  Praxeas,  iv.  680.  The  Unitarian 
doctrine  of  one  God  the  Father,  according  to  the  New 
Testament,  v.  318  to  324 
Unvy  of  God  asserted,  v.  394,  423  to  425 ;  how  held  by  the 
Jews,  423,  425  ;  acknowledged  by  all  the  ancient  Here- 
tics, iv.  519;  but  they  are  charged  with  believing  that 
Che  worid  was  not  made  by  him,  ibid, 
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f^/i/5m«'j  correspondence  with  Augustine  A. D.  412  5  vol.  iv. 
483  to  489 

Vopiscus,  (FL)  one  of  the  Augustan  writers,  his  character, 
and  his  account  of  a  Letter  of  Aurelian  to  the  senate,  in 
which  the  Christians  are  mentioned,  iv.  207,  251 

Vosnus,  (/.)  his  opinion  concerning  Hagiographal  books,  ii.  543 

Vou)  of  the  Nazaritc,  i.  1 14  to  116 

Upton's,  (J.)  edition  of  E|5ictetus,  qnotcd,  iv.  49,  notes 

Urbanus,  Roman  president  in  Palestine,  his  cruel  treatment 
of  the  Christians  in  Dioclesian*s  persecution,  ii.  118 

Usher's,  (Jam,)  judgment  upon  the  book  called  tlie  Doctrine 
of  the  Apostles,  ii.  386,  387 ;  his  character  of  the  Com- 
piler of  the  Conslituiions,  437  ;  an  observation  of  his  upon 
them,  441 

W 

Wagensetl,  (J,  C. )  his  accounts  of  the  time  of  the  Mishna, 
and  of  Jehudah,  the  composer  of  it,  iii.  547,  548,  552  ; 
his  remarks  upon  a  passage  in  the  Talmud,  555,  556; 
upon  the  Toldoth  Jeschu,  574  note  « 
Wake,   {Ahp, )  his  opinion  of  the  Jiesponsianes  ascribed  to 
Polycarp,  i.  327;  his  translation  of  a  passage  in  lgnatius*s 
epistles  corrected,  320  note  •* 
JVall,  {Dr.  JF.)  his  opinion  of  Clement  of  Rome,  i.  550 ;  his 
interpretation  of  Phil.  ii.  6.  572;  quoted,  iii.  307,  382, 
387,416;  v,  387,  406,410,  and  elsewhere ;  his  observa- 
tions  upon  John  viii.  at  the  beginning,  iv.  140 
JVar  condemned  by  Archelaiu,  ii.  138 ;  and  some  think  by 

the  Manichees,  197 
fFar  with  the  Romans,  (Jemsh)  its  time  and  duration,  jiL 
496  ;  events  preceding  it,  and  the  siege  of  Jerusalem,  496 
to  501  ;  the  occasion  of  it,  according  to  Josephun,  501  to 
505 ;  the  history  of  it  and  the  siege  of  Jernsalem  from 
Josepbus,  505  to  528;  from  other  histories  of  it,  besides 
that  of  Josepbus,  531  to  533 
TFarburlon,  (Dr.)  Rp  of  Gloucester,  quoted,  ii.  247  ;  iii.  542; 

iv.  108.  no,  326,  327.331 
fFard,  (Dr.  John)  commended,  i.  153  note  •  •  bis  observa- 
tion concerning  the  Egyptian  impostor,  227  ;  a  critical  ob- 
'  servation  of  his,  ii.  327  note  •  j  his  advice  to  the  author  con- 
cerning Libanius*s  oration  for  the  temples,  iv.  359  note  «; 
his  remarks  upon  that  oration,  360  note  %  365  note  » ; 
Rbmabks  upon  D&.  Ward's  dissertations  upon  several 
passages  of  the  sacred  scriptures,  v.  475  to  521 
fFattrkutd,  (Dr.  )  his  opinion  of  the  Constitutions,  ii.  424 
IFesselingius,  (P.)  quoted,  iii.  68 
JFest,  (Gilbert,  Esq.)  iii.  145  note  ' 
Weston  s  Inquiry  into  the  rejection  of  the  Christian  miracles, 

by  the  heathens,  referred  to,  i.  250 
Wetstcin  (J.J.)  quoted,  i.  Joe,  50S,  512,  563  ;  ii.  17,  18, 
123,5775  iii.  3o*33»  34»02>  162,  165,  181,  191,  199, 
239,246,328,  338,  343,  347,  421,451;  an  inaccurate 
quotation  of  Isidore  of  Pelusium,  in  bis  Greek  Testament, 
iii.  173 

A  Dif  SBRTATioN  upou  the  two  EPISTLES  aicribed  to 
Clement  of  Rome,  lately  published  by  Mr.  Wetstein,  v* 
432  to  446 
Wetstein,  (J.  Rodo/ph),  quoted,  i.  514 
Wharton,  (H)  bis  opinion  couA;rning  the  author  of  the 
Testaments  of  the  twelve  patriardbs,  u  457$  quoted 
again,  465 
Wfnston,  ( W.)  bis  supposition  that  the  Jews  were  enrolled 
at  the  request  of  Augustus,  i.  145,  146;  his  solution  of  a 
difficulty  concerning  the  assessment  of  Cyrenius,  163  to 
1 65  ;  his  opinion,  concerning  the  time  of  Palate's  removal, 
204 ;  concerning  the  time  of  Herod's  death,  considered, 
231;  he  defends  the  larger  epistles  of  Ignatius,  314$  bit 
opinion  of  the  Sibylline  oracles,  455  ;  of  the  restamentt 
of  the  twelve  patriarchs,  456,  457,  458 ;  of  the  author  df 
the  Recognitions,  467 ;  of  the  work  itself,  468  ;  a  mistake 
«f  his^  %btd.i  his  opinion  of  the  Constimtions,  ii.  425  ;  his 
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canoo  of  the  N«w  Testament,  143  ;  cotxiputes  St*  Joho  to 
have  written  his  gospel,  before  the  destruction  of  Jerusa- 
lem, aboat  the  year  63,  iii.  236,  239;  quoted  491,^15, 
54^546;  V.  372,  468 
Whitby,  (Dr,)  his  interpretation  of  Luke  ii.  i,  2.  i.  142,  165  ; 
quoted,  iii.  343,  351 ;  hb  observations  upon  the  testimony 
of  Josephus  and  the  Talmuds  to  the  destruction  of  Jerusa- 
lem, 5305   quoted,  v.  384  notej  391,  401,  410,  412, 

4«7*43» 

Utiles,  (Dr,)  bis  remarks  upon  the  prodigies  preceding  the 
destruction  of  Jerusalem  as  related  by  Josephus,  iil.  520 

fFisdom,  quoted  as  Solomon*8  by  Methodius,  ii.  103  ;  not 
reckoned  a  canonical  book  by  Jerom,  540,  541 ;  nor  by 
Rufinus,  573;  nor  by  Chrysostom,  601;  see  likewise 
69,  80 

Wisdom  attainable  by  those  who  seek  it,  a  sermon,  y.  89 

Wltsius,  (H.)  commended,  iii.  307,  308,316,7.4105  bis 
observations  upon  Ulpian  and  the  Pandects,  iv.  179,  181 

TFolfiuSf  (/.  C)  quoted  and  commended,  i.  550,  645,  647 ; 
ii.  18,  158,  ^27,  239,  466.  478,  492,  544;  V.  416 

Woman,  {the)  who  anointed  Jesus  with  precious  ointment,  a 
sermon,  v.  229 

Woobton  \  A  VINDICATION  of  THREE  of  our  blessed  Sa- 
viour's MiBACLES,  viz.  The  raising  of  Jairus*s  daughter, 
the  widow  of  Nain*s  son,  and  Lazarus;  in  answer  to  the 
objectkms  of  TVoolston,  v«  333  to  370 ;  objection  the  first, 
p.  ^36;  second,  p.  345  5  »*»*»rd,  p.  34^5  fourth,  p.  3405 
iimi,  p.  351;  sixth,  p.  352}  particular  objections  to  the 
story  of  Lazarus,  355  to  358 ;  his  Jewish  rabbi's  letter 
answered,  p.  358  to  362  ;  observations  on  the  relation  of 
the  three  miracles,  p.  363  to  370;  Letter  to  Lord  fiar-, 
rington  concerning  the  raising  of  Jairus*s  daughter,  i. 
p.  xiivii. 

WoKD,  or  Logos,  its  several  acceptations,  i.  584,  6>8  $  how 
used  by  St.  John  at  the  beginning  of  his  gospel,  iii.  239  to 
241 ;  iv.  678.     A  Letter  concerning  the  question,  whe- 
ther the  Locos  supplied  the  place  of  a  human  soul  in  the. 
person  of  Jesus  Christ,  v.  371  to  431 

Good  tvrks  recommended,  ii.  599,  622  ;  iii.  21,  83 

Worship,  that  of  the  Manichees  :  its  simplicity,  ii.  205  ;  tbey 
read  and  explained  the  scriptures  in  their  assemblies,  206  ^ 
they  had  baptism,  and  the  eucharist,  iisd, ;  ot>served  the 


LordVday,  Easter,  and  the  ^niFeinory  of  Mail's  death, 
207 ;  their  discipline,  ibid. ;  they  met  together  for  divine 
worship,  though  prohibited  by  the  laws,  161 

Woitoti,  (Dr. )  his  observations  upon  the  testimony  of  Jor 
sephus  to  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  iii.  530  ;  upon  the 
two  Jalmqds,  548  note  ^ 

Writings  of  three  sorts,  genuine,  mixed,  andspurioos,  i.  554^ 
555>  5^3.    And  see  ii.  372  to  375 


Xiphilinus,  (J,)  his  account  of  Maictis  Antontnus*s  delivers 
ance  in  Germany,  iv.  loi ;  his  £pitome  of  Dion  C«s-^ 
sins,  182 

Xistus,  Bf  ofRome^  a  martyr  in  the  time  of  Valerian,  iv«  198^ 


Zacagni,  {L.  A)  quoted,  iii.  39 ;  and  elsewhere 
Zacharias,  son  of  fiaroch,  put  to  death  at  JerusaleiD,  f.  45, 
46,  217,  218;   a  difficulty  concerning  Zacharias  aon  of 
Barachias  considered,  217  to  221 
Zaccheus  called  a  dwarf,  1.511 
Zeal,  private  zeal,  or  zealotism,  its  nature  and  rules,  L  34, 

35,  116  to  118 
Zialots,  how  they  killed  Zacharias  son  of  Baruch,  i.  217,  218 
Z^as,  said  to  be  a  Jewish  lawyer,  and  a  Christian,  ii.  522 ;. 
by  Jerom  he  is  called  a  doctor  of  the  law,  and  an  apostoH^ 
cal  man,  Zenam  vero,  legis  doctorem,  de  alio  scripture 
loco  qub  fuerit,  non  possumus  dicere,  nisi  hoc  tantum, 
quod  et  ipse  apostolicus  vir,  id  opens,  quod  Apollo  exeroe-* 
bat,  habuerit,  Cbristi  ecclesios  extruepdL     In  Tii.  T»4. 

/•  439 

Zenohia,  queen  of  the  Palroyrenes,  favoured  Paul-of  Saraosata, 
i.  623  ;  her  character,  623,  624;  some  remarkable  events 
of  her  history,  iv.  203 

Zosimus,  his  time  and  work,  iv.  397,  398 ;  extracts  from  k, 
39810416$  general  remarks  upon  those  extracts,  415$ 
Dr.  Bentleys  remarks  upon  his  work,  ibiiLy  his  false 
flCQount  of  ConstanUse^s  oonverakm,  ii.  333>  iv,  399, 40a   . 


THR  END. 
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'poinu  at  issue,  is  such  as  could  be  acquired  only  by  great  faniUarlty  with  the  sul]|iects  in  debate.  Thb  pvt  of  the 
volume  before  us  cannot  fkll  to  excite  considerable  attention,  as  it  displays  the  essence  of  the  respective  On* 

'troversies,  divested  of  all  that  is  extraoeont,  incidental,  and  temporaiy.** — Eclectic  Review/or  May  16tS. 
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